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Sin,

Renicion and country are sacred names.  The love of them is na-
tural to good men, and is so connected with the best teelings and af-
fections of the hcmt, that to be wanting in them, throws a shade over
the whole character. Unhappy must be the condition, or debased
must be the spirit of the man, who can calmly and umcanslm"lvsL'md
by and watch the progress of measures inimical to the interests of
either. Unhappy must he be, it' the circumstances of his lot have
left him no choice, but that of patient endurance; base and debased,
if; having the means to avert the evil, he yet wants the will to eimploy
them.

With what sentiments then, can my countrymon, can Scotsmen, re-
gard their present situation in this Province. We leave our native
land to come to a British, not an English, Province; and therefore
with the assured confidence, that we are there to enjoy equal nchts,
privileges, and advantages, with those possessed by the natives of any
other part of the British Empire. But we find here a party, a pow-
erful, and hitherto an all prevailing party, who tell us « very different
tale, who tell us we must submit to bear the burden, and wear the
badge of inferiority and subjection.

We have a national Church, and a national form of worship, to
which we are sincerely attached. If we adhere to them, we are re-
garded with the jealousy, and stigmatised with the name, of dissenters.
Is a teacher of our persuasion to he appointed? He finds the pow-
erful interest of a dominant religion arrayed against him. Is an uni-
versity to be established ?  Men of Ptesbytcxmn principles are inca-
pacitated from holding office in it. . Our Clergy can perform the mar-
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riage ceremony, even among their own flocks, only through the Ji-
cence of the magistrate; and the very rites of scpulture have been
denied us, unless at the purchase of submitting to the ceremonies of
a form of worship at variance with our own. Meanwhile, the English
styles herself the Established Church, is protected, and her Clergy
paid by the British Government, is laying plans for her future ag-
grandisement and extension at our expense, and has taken possession
of a seventh part of the country as her own,

Surprised at the unexpected aspect of affairs, we seek, but seck in
vain, for any thing in the circumstances of our country or Church,
that ought in reason or justice to have produced it. Were we in
truth the natives, as we seem to be thought, of a conquered and de-
graded Kingdom, of some subject Province of Engiand, though we
might bear these things in sorrow, we should yet bear them in silence.
But we have been accustomed to think with honest pride, on our past
history, and present state, as evincing, that our country is entitled to
all the privileges that belong to a free and independent nation. The
pages of our earlier annals paint us contending for ages with a na-
tion, warlike and far richer and more powerful than we, yet sinking
not under the conflict ; and England accustomed elsewhere to conquer,
turning at length away with blunted sword and torn banner from our
borders. Is there aught in our subsequent history, that has destroy-
ed that equality which the swords of our ancestors were able to main-
tain in the field? Not, surely, that our rival consented to receive
from us a king, or sought to be incorporated with us as a nation.
Have we yielded in the contest, since English and Scottish has been
lost in British feeling, and since the rivalry that led us to meet op-
posed in the hostile plain, has been converted into the more generous
emulation of who shall best promote the prosperity and glory of the
United Empire? Europe answers for us. When her people record
those by whom they have been benefited or delighted, what names are
mare frequent in their mouths than those of Scotsmen? The whole
world can witness in our favour. In what corner of it, have not Scot-
tish enterprise, and Scottish valour, contributed to exalt the glory of
the British name? Whose were the hardy limbs, whose the firm
hearts, that planted the standard of the Empire on the summits of
those very cliffs, that now afford shelter and protection to some, who
would oppose the just privileges of their sons? The country speaks
for itself, and proves, that its existence adds no mean strength to the
British Empire, or lustre to the British character. Let the lover of
the human kind search the whole globe—where will he find a spot on
which his view can rest, with greater pleasure—where will he find, take
them all in all, a more intelligent, 2 more industrious, a more moral,
or happy people than in Scotland ? .

We seek, equally in vain, for any thing in the national worship itself
which should cause it to be so depreciated. Were our attachment to
it but lukewarm-~—had it, as unpropitious to the happiness of mankind,
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proved it undeserving the support of those, who might have had
the misf e to have been educated under it;—as the fosterer of
seditio i disloyalty, were it justly regarded with suspicion and
jealo’ -y our rulers;—shame would then shut cur mouths, and
pret  our advancing aught in its defence. But, on the contrary,
we: e, we honour ourreligion—and were it allowed to pride to min-
gle . such a sentiment, we might well be proud of it. It is the re-
ligi in of our fathers; that religton, in the cause of which, they toiled
and bled ; which they raised up'amidst suffering and persecution, and
left to us as a rich inheritance. Its worth our national character it-
self speaks, in all that is good and honourable, in which it enters as a
vital element. If we are to judge of the tree by the fruit, we need
not shrink from a comparison with any Church under the sun.
Teachers and taught, alike evince the excellence of the institutions
of our own, In learning, in diligence, in virtue, in all those attributes
that fit a sct of men for becoming the moral and religious instructors
of a people, the Clergy of the Church of Scotland are acknowledged
to stand pre-eminent. And, if pure religion, the religion of the Bi-
ble, that religion which rests in the heart, and displays itself, not in
vain parade and empty show, but in subduing evil passions, and train-
ing up its votaries to virtue here, and happiness hereafter, exist on
carth, it is to be found among the people to whom they minister.

Or, were our relative numbers and respectability small, when com-
pared with those of the rival sect in this country, we should submit
even to a compromise of our rights with more patience, and should
feel unwilling, that the interests of an inconsiderable part should dis-
turb the harmony of the whole. But what renders the injustice done
us the more galling, is the undeniable fact that, were the numbers of
Scotsmen and Englishmen, who, in Canada, wish to adhere to
their respective Churches, fairly estimated, we shall be found to
outnumber and outweigh our opponents in a seven-fold proportion.
If, again, we turn to the recorded principles of national union, we
find nought in them on which our adversaries can build their extra.
vagant claims; on the contrary, we find a full equality throughout ;
we find ourselves guaranteed in all rights, privileges, and advantages,
which do, or may belong to the natives of the sister Kingdom,

When I reflect on these things, Sir, I am so far from acquiescing
in the justice of the charges of heat and arimosity which have
been brought against us, that I feel we have hitherto exerted a very
remarkable forbearance—a forbearance thatcan only be well explained,
from our habits of deliberating with caution, as of acting with ener-
gy. Had we longer stood aloof, and allowed our adversaries to fol-
low out their plans without complaint or remonstrance, we had il
performed our parts towards ourselves or posterity. In taking mea-
sures to place the question fairly before the Legislature of the Empire,
we have done but our duty. Having done so, we have no cause to
dread our final success, The British Government hastoo high a sense
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of honour and justice to seek to deprive us of our evident rights ; it
has too much prudence, by an act of manifest injustice, to do aught
to alienate the affections of a loyal and spirited people.

But our opponents seek to place the question on other grounds, and
to found it on policy and expediency. Our claims rest on national
faith ; on solemn treatics; on the fitness of our religion, to lead its
followers in that path, which the revealed will of the Deity has mark-
cd ot as the road to eternal happiness; and doubt{ul indeed, must
any policy be, which would run counter to these firm principles. But,
1 assert, and I am prepared clearly to prove, that did our claims rest
on no other basis than that of simple policy and expediency, every
enlightened principle of both would give us a decided advantage over
those who oppose us.

Let e then, Sir, selicit vour attention to this view of the subject,
and let us consider what are the relations of Great Britain and Cana-
da, which, constituting the bond of their political union and govern-
ment, must therefore regulate the principles on which that govern-
ment is conducted, and determine the expediency of whatever mea-
sure it may be called on to adopt.

A community of interests is the firmest hasis of union among Go-
vernments, “ idem wvelle, ct idem nolle, cademum firma amicitia est,” is
a maxim as true, inregard to states, as pavties. Itis happily on
these grounds that the connection of Great Britain and Canada rests.

Britain, 2 great manufacturing and commercial nation, abounding
in capital, redundant with population, finds her own welfare connect-
ed with that of a people, who take from her the products of her man-
ufacturing industry, who ofter an asylum to her superfluous popula-
tion, and who sapply ber with the raw aterials, which she cannot so
easily raise within her immedinte territories.—We, again, may esteem
the prosperity of the mother county our own, while that prosperity
sands us the finished productions of human labour far more cheaply
than we could manufacture them—while it gives us in return, a mar-
ket for the produce of our fields and forests, and while it sends capi-
tal to the country to enable us to call forth its abundant resources.
While these circumstances in the relations of the two countries con-
tinue, and it is impossible for us to assign a time, when they shall
cease, so long will it be for the benefit of both to remain under a
common gevernment.  Capital will then flow more plentifully from
the one country to the other, because it will flow for more securely;
the commercial relations of the two countries will run no risk of be-
ing interrupted, and thence destroyed; and, above all, that lamenta-
ble but unavoidable jealousy of separate states, which leads to mutu-
al seclusion and privation, because one will not embrace a good, lenst
it should prove a greater benefit 1o its rival, can have np place while
we form a common people.

To these tics which connect Canada thus intimately with Great
Britain, there i added vet this other, that great part of the popula-
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tion of the country is of British descent, and that consequently their
manners, feelings, and habits, partake to a certain extent of those of
the parent state. While there is no separation of the interests of the
two countries, this circumstance must also be allowed most powerful-
ly to cement their union,

These things then —an ultimate connection of interests, a similarity
to a certain extent of manners and feelings—are the basis of our uni-
on with Great Britain,  Besides these, there secems not any other.
Force forms not any ol our relations with the mother country. We
are not held together, cither by the necessities of geographical situa-
tion, by the right of conquest, or by any other of those compulsato-
vy circumstances, which have place in the union of sonie parts of this
great Empire. Ircland is separated from the neighbouring island by
but a narrow frith; its destinies must therefore be connected, and
must, in a measure, depend on those of its more powerful neighbours.

The bravery of our armics has given us the command of a vast ter-
ritory in the Last Indies, and has put it in our power to adopt what
system we please in its government, and to impose on its inhabitants
the laws that to us seem best.—The sins of our fathers have put un-
der our controul the unhappy beings who till the soil of the Western
Indies ; and while our troops are the instruments that maintain the in-
fluence thus acquired, it is fit that we should regulate the concerns of
them, and of the masters who keep them to their task, according to
our pleasure.

Inall these cases, force may, and in some of them it must be em-
ployed; but it enters not into the national relations of Great Britain
and Canada; nor, I believe, will any one be hardy enough to aflirm,
that it ought to make a necessary part of the system which connects
them.

From these principles, three tests, for determining the relative ex-
pediency of protecting the one or the other of the rival sects, may
be deduced.

Ist. Which form of worship is best calculated to promote the
prosperity of the colony ?

2d. Which will most effectually diffuse among us British habits
and feclings ?

3d. Which is most congenial to the state of society that exists in
Canada, and therefore least requiring the aid of adventitious power?

Ist. The excellency of any religious system, considered merely as
a means of promoting the prosperity of society, is chiefly to be es-
timated by its tendency to restrain offences against the laws, against
the state, against morality. If experience then be a fit guide—if from
what has been, we may safely infer what is to be—we may form &
judgment of the effects likely, in this respect, to flow from the oper-
ation of the rival systems in Canada, from those which they have
preduced, in those parts of the British Empire, where they have been
already long established. In England and Scotland, where they ex.-
15t apart—in Ireland where they are mingled together.
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Compared with the population of the two countries of Englund
and Scotland, what then is the relative amount of these offences be-
tween man and man, which occur in them, and of which the laws
take cognizance ?~—of murders, of robberics, forgeries, fraudulent
bankruptcies, and the long list of criminal delinquencies 2  What is
the amount, estimated in the same manner, of those transgressions
which are not directly under the controul of the laws; of licentious-
ness, of intemperance, of debauchery? What, for instance, com-
pared with their respective population, is the proportion of illegiti-
mate births in the two countries?

Or, to what extent have offences against the state, seditious opin-
ions, principles, actions, combinations to destroy the public tranquilli-
ty and established government, prevailed in the southcrn, compared
with the northern part of the Island ?

We may safely leave the answer to those questions with our oppo-
nents.

Nor will their cause be in the least advanced by a reference to Ire-
land. There they will find, that obedicnce to the laws, tranquillity
and happiness, have kept equal pace with the progress of the Presby-
terian faith.

I am willing to admit, what may undoubtedly be urged, that other
causes than the influence of their religious institutions, have operated
in enabling the inhabitants of the northern parts of the British Isles,
to derive more happiness from their lot, and thercfore to be more con-
tented with it, than those of the south. But, with all those admissions,
there is a mass of facts remaining, suflicient to show very evidently,
that experience docs by no means hold forth the Episcopal form of
worship, as more fitted than the Presbyterian, to promote the well-
being and tranquillity of a British population.* As far then as the
mere prosperity of the colony itself is concerned by the relative mea-
sures in question, I hold that we have a decided advantage over our
opponents.

We have now to consider which of the two measures is best cal-
culated to diffuse among us, in Canada, British habits and feclings,
And here, at the first blush of the question, finding Episcopacy the
established religion of the most extensive and powerful part of the
mother country, I am willing to allow, that we might be disposed
to conceive, that as far as religious institutions form the habits and
feclings, it were better suited than Presbyterianism to give a British
tone to the sentiments and affections of the Canadian population.
But this first impression is dissipated by a more attentive considera-
tion. It must be admitted, that it is only so far as Episcopacy pre-
vails in fact and reality, not so far as it is established in form and
name; so far as it is scated in the heart, not so faras the outward be-

% I might here advert to the comparative expense which has h therto attended
IhL: two ciLillllIS_’lmclllS, but they have so often, of late, been contrusted on this
point, that T believe it wmeeessary,
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haviour may be bowed to its observances, that it can in reality be
said to enter into the composition of British feeling and character.
Now, if; as I belicve to be the case, Episcopacy is even in England
the religion chicfly of the higher orders; if it 1s largely dissented from
by those in the lower walks of life; and if; even they who, in this class,
submit to its ordinances, do so, not so much from choice as from ne-
cessity ; if so far from being really established in Ireland, the attempt
to establish it has been a chief of the rzal or nominal causes of the
discontent and confusion that pervade that unhappy country; if,
again, on the other hand, Presbyterianism is in truth and not in form
established as the national, I may say, as the sole religion of Scot-
land, an integral part of the Empire; if; in spite of the very differ-
ent encouragement which the two have received in Ircland, its vora-
ries there outnumber those of the other Protestant Church; and if in
England, the ministry of the pastors, cither of the dissenting or estab-
lished Churches, is beloved and followed by the mass of the people,
nearly in proportion as it assimilates itself to ihe tenets and doe-
trines of Presbyterianism; if; these things be, as I helieve they must
be allowed to be, truths—then, surely, it cannot in candour be said,
that Episcopacy has any claims very superior to Presbyterianism, to
form a constituent part of the British character, or to frame our
modes of thinking and acting to a similarity with those, which regu-
late the habits and feclings of the population of the wmother country.

But besides the power which the miere institutions of religion exert
in forming the character of a people, there is an intluence, apparently
less direct, but perhaps more important, which arises from the parti-
cular feelings, manners and bias of the Clergy who preside over these
institutions, These, from the rank which they hold, and from the res-
pect which is paid to their opinions, give a certain tone and character
to the judgments and inclinations of the society with which they
mix. If; then, it is desirable that our partialitics and affections should
in Canada incline towards Britain, it is alse desirable that as great a
proportion as possible of men placed in the influential station of min-
isters of religion should be Britons. Dr. Strachan has himsclf stated
that the late Bishop of Quebec found that ¢ gentlemen of education
and zeal in his Church, refused to forsake their homes and the en-
dearing associations of early years, to come to so distant and inhos-
pitable a colony.”

This statement seems perfectly correct, and hence the proportion
of Englishmen, by birth and education, who, in this colony, form part
of the English Church, is altogether trifling. The deficiency is sup-
plied, by educating in the colony, native Canadians for the Church,
and by making proselytes among the Clergy of other Churches.

On the coutrary, the Scotch Clergy of the national Church, are,
to a man, Scotsmen ; and, from the cheapness of education in Scot-
land, and the more moderate views of her Clergy, there is no doubt,
that suitable encouragement in Canada, would readily attract from




136 Letier {0 the Honourable Mr. Slanley.

thence, any additional number of Clergymen, of respectable abilities
and character, that might be necessary. Now, though it would be
both prudent and just, to place the native Canadian on the same foot-
ing with these, and although this is a measure, which I am satisfied
the Scotch Clergy in Canada are most anxious to bring about, and
which I am assured they have every prospect of accomplishing, still
it can scarcely be supposed, but that a fair competition would leave
a large opening for native Dritons to establish themselves in the res-
pectable and influential character of popular Clergymen. These are
the men who, perhaps, of all athers, have most power to promote that
community of habits, feelings and affections, which bind us to the pa-
rent country, by the strong ties of mutual sympathy and esteem ; and
that Church which promises to establish, throughout the colony,
the largest proportion of such mey, is in a particular manner deserv-
ing the protection of government,

I have now, in the third place, to consider which of the two sys-
tems is most congenial to the state of saciety that exists in Canada,
and therefore least requires the aid of adventitious power for its sup-
port. For, I assume it as a principle that, as our connection with the
mother country arises not from any compulsatory circumstance, but
from the reciprocal benefits that flow from that connection, force docs
not form any of the bonds of our political union, and must always,
when introduced, have a tendency to lessen the stability of that uni-
on, and can therefore never, with safety, be brought cxtensively into
action, nor ought ever to be employed but in cases of the most ur-
gent necessity.

I am persuaded that the Church of England is not naturally adapt-
ed to prevail in Canada, and that it can only obtain an extensive foot-
ing among us through compulsion ; whereas that of Scotland is suit-
ed to our desires and wants, and requires but little encouragement to
spread wide throughout the Colony, and to take firm root among the
population of Dritish descent in Canada. To establish the former part
of this conclusion, it is not necessary for me to enter into any discussion
concerning the suitableness of the present state of that Church, to
the people of England. Even admitting that she suits the state of
that country, it follows not thence that she is adapted to the order of
things in this.

We have scen that there are many circumstances in the nature of
things which tend to cement the union of Great Britain and Canada,
and the operation of which, if’ we scek not to establish it on less se-
cure grounds, must long, very long preserve that union entire. But
it cannot be denied, that there are athers, and founded in an equally
immutable basis, that tend to separate the character of the people of
the two countries,and which render institutions and establishments that
‘may be suited to the people of the one, totally at variance with the
habits and feclings of those of the other. We shall be satisfied of
this truth, if we attend to the different clements of which society i
composed in the one country and the other.
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In Britain there is a wide diversity of ranks, arising partly from the
vestiges of the feudal system, partly from the immense accumulation
of wealth, which successful commerce and manufactures have heaped
up. There is a proud and powerful Aristocracy, a persevering and
substantial middle class, a lower ordei, industrious indeed, but needy,
and compelled to make their wills bend to their necessities, and sub-
mit to the mandates of their superiors, All substantial power is in
the hands of the first class—the inflaence which the others exert, is in-
direct and precarious. It is widely different in Canada. Here, mo-
derate industry and prudence secure to every man competence and
independence. Every man thus feels, that hie has power to excrt that
wish which is natural tv all men—to have a voice in what concerns
their interest or feclings. Nor is there any thing to keep this natural
propensity in checlk.

Landed property is not of that value, and is not so divided ; nei-
ther has wealth so accumulated in the hands of a few, or is likely so
to accumulate, as to train up a powerful class, who may lord it over
those beneath them. We are all here very much on a level; and
our conditions and habits are rapidly and inevitably approximating
us to that system of liberty and equality, which prevails in that por-
tion of this continent formerly colonised by Great Britain. This
conclusion, it is vain for the politician either to deny or regret; let
him only endeavour, and let us hope and trust, that we may cver re-
tain kindlier and better feelings for the country of our common ori-
gin, than it has been the fortunc of events to give to our Southern
neighbours.

There is not, in truth,a prouder man than the Canadian farmer.
He has no saperior ; he is not dependent on the assistance, scarcely
on the co-operation, of a single individual,

His own land, by the moderate exertions of his own family, sup-
plies him with all the necessaries, and with many of the luxurics of life.

The materials of the house that shelters him, and the fire that
warms him, he has found on his own property ; the clothing that pro-
tects him from the winter cold, and summer heat, has been made
from his own flax and the wool of his own flocks, by the hands of his
household ; the vegetables that supply his table, the animals he
slaughters for it, the cider that refreshes his meals, the very sugar
that sweetens his tea, and all that variety of fruits, that wonld attract
the most fastidious appetite, are the produce of his own fields, and
orchards, and woods. He feels and enjoys those comforts—nor is it
the least of the gratification they afford him, that he can contrast
them with former privation, and reflect that they are all the fruit of
bis own exertions. He has raised himself and his family from indi-
gence to abundance, and placed them beyond the fear of future want;
he has done so by his own successful enterprise and persevering in-
dustry; he is to be excused if these contemplations raise him in his
own eyes, until he scarcely thinks threre is & wiser or better man in ex-
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istence than be.  Hence arises  spirit which some would character-
ise as high and independeunt, others as selt-conceited and self-impor-
tunt, but which, however it might by ditferent people be designated,
must be allowed by all to give the possessor 2 due sense of his own
consequence, and to lead him to resist the assumption of every sort
of pretension and authority, of which he cannot clearly see the grounds.
It is not diflicult to perceive, that the feelings which thus pervade our
socicty, and the form which it ic assuming among us, are totally op-
posed to the principles and spirit of the Church of England. A ve-
ry slight examination of her most prominent features will satisfy us,
that she is in fact only suited to a country where there is a wide di-
versity of ranks—a class powerful enough to govern—a class weak
enough to be governed,

She boasts that popular vielence bad no hand in her reformation
and her present condition well declares, that the people had no vote
in determining the form she was to assume; for, it is such as kings
and nobles would alone be pleased to bestow. These have divided
with her the riches and influence, of which she once had the sole pos-
gossion ; they have purified her of the gross superstition and extrava-
gant pretentions of her parent, but it was no part of their plan to
give any influence to the inferior orders: the interests of the people
were therefure entirvely forgotten, their ouly part is to pay tithes and
listen to him, whom their superiors set over them.

What is the result? I we look into the condition of the Chuarch
of England, in England, we shall find its members possessing much
curious and elegant learning, men of polished manuers and fine feel-
ings; having, in short, all those qualities which are esteemed in the
upper walks of [ife; but taken as a body, though to this as to all other
very general conclusions, there must be many exceptions, they will be
allowed to be wanting in that simple eloquence and strenuous exer-
tion, which are valued by the body of the people, and which it is ne-
cessary that he should possess, who would make an eftectual impres-
sion on them.—While human nature is human nature, we may rest
assured, that he who has been trained up to the prospect of the pa-
tronage of men of rank and learning, will seck chicfly to become the
fine gentleman and scholar, while he who knows that the success of
his future prospects, must be measured by his reputation among the
bulk of Lis hearers as a preacher, and his ability to excite among
them religious feelings, will seele chiefly, and therefore most success-
tully, to acquire the qualities, which characterise a useful and popular
preacher—a flowing and commanding eloquence, and a habit of readi-
ly expatiating on the truths and promises of revelation.  But not only
is this state of things little favourable to the growth of cloquence,
but it renders that eloquence of a sort, that can only be relished by
those of superior rank and refinement.  He who understands how to
impress his audience with the importance of the truths of reveal-
ed religion, will mould his harangue to the habits and conceptions




Letter to the Horourable My, Stunley. {53

of those whom he chiefly addresses; as St. Paul himself, wlhen dis-
coursing to a Grecian auditory, did not disdain to quote frow one of
their own poets.—If secking to win the attention of men ot refine-
ment and taste, whose minds have been trained to contemplate the
whole course and operation of nature; to consider the relations of its
various parts, and their mutual connections and dependencies—the
duties which his condition, us a morsl agent, seems to impose on man,
—and the beauty and excellence of virtue—he will hold up the gos-
pel as a means of reconciling the conflicting principles of good and
evil, with the perfections of the Deity,—as pointing 10 that virtuous
and honourable path, which reason itselt indicates, as assuring to
those who tread in it, 2 far more certain and splendid reward, than
unaided reason dared to promise. Ie, again, who addresses himself
to those who have had no leisure to devote to those contemplations—
who, but for the gospel, would be left to commit, whatever their de-
sires prompted and their opportunitics permitted, will enlarge on the
guilt of human nature, the boundless love of God, in devising and ex-
ecuting a plan for the salvation of creatures, so fallen and depraved,
and, by dwelling on all those topics, which address the heart, rather
than the understanding, engage the affections on the side of religion,
seck to give it a place in the soul, and raise it up, as a barrier to the
approach of surrounding evil.—Thus, in seeking Lo attain the same
end, the preacher will naturally vary his mode according to the con-
dition of those to whom he directs his discourse.  But besides this di-
versity of manner in attaining the end, the end itsel is not exactly
the same.

Moral delinguencies assume a lighter or darker shade, according to
the degree of evil that results from them, and are consequently wmea-
sured to a certain extent by the rank which the agent holds in society.
It has been remarked by a celebrated author, < that in every civilized
“ society, in every society where the distinction of rauks has once
“ been completely established, there have been always two different
« schemes or systems of morality, current at the sume.time; of which
‘“the one may be called the strict or austere; the other the liberal,
«“orif you will, the loose system. The former is generally admired
*“ and revered by the common people: the latter is commonly more
« esteemed and adopted by what are called people of fashion. The
« degree of disapprobation with which we ought to mark the vices of
“ levity, the vices which are apt to arise from great prosperity, and
« from the excess of gaicty and good humour, seems to constitute the
“ prineipal distinction between those two opposite schemes or sys-
“tems. In the liberal or loose system—luxury, wanton, and even
« disorderly mirth, the pursuit of pleasure to some degree of intem-
“ perance, the breach of chastity, at least in one of the two sexes,
“ &c., provided they are not accompanied with gross indecency, and
“ do not lead to falsehood and  injustice, ure generally treated with a
“good deal of indulgence, and are easily either excused or par-
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“ doned altogether. In the austere system, on the contrary, those
t excesses are regarded with the utmost abhorrence and detestation.
« The vices of levity are always ruinous to the common people, and
“ a single week’s thoughtlessness and dissipation is often sufficient o
“ undo a paor workman for ever, and to drive him through despair
“ upon committing the most enormous crimes. The wiser and better
“ sort of the common people, therefore, have always the utmost ab-
“ horrence and detestation of such excesses, which, their experience
« tells them, are so immediately fatal to people of their condition.—
¢ The disorder and extravagance of several years, on the contrary,
* will not always ruin a man of fashion; and people of that rank are
“very apt to consider the power of indulging, in some degree of
« excess, as one of the advantages of their fortune, and the liberty
* of doing so without censure or reproach—as one of the privileges
« which belong to their station. In people of their own station, there-
“ fore, they regard such excesses, with but a small degree of disap-
* prabation, and censure them either very slightly or not at all."#—
We must admit these observations to be, In general, just, and to have
some truth, even when applied to the Professors and Preachers of
Christianity.

From all these causes, two sects exist, and must exist throughout
christendom. Hot and unreflecting men in each, have applied harsh
terms to designate their opponents. The name signifies not very
much ; it will, however, be allowed that the Protestant Churceh, in the
British dominions, is divided into two parties, and that the Church of
England is at the head of what Smith calls the liberal or loose sys-
tem, and is opposed to that which, both from its doctrines, and its
manner of inculcating them, will ever have most favour with the people.

Such is the Church of England, and with all her imperfections—in
possessing her share of which, T am by no means disposed to allow
that she has escaped the Iot of all terrestrial things—yet, as the Church
of England, and when confined to England, I willingly admit that her
existence produces many beneficial results, and that even her defects
may be tolerated. Her Clergy form a link, an imperfect one, no
doubt, but still, onc that cannot well be spared between the lower
and higher orders. They excel in all the gentle and conciliating virtues
of charity and benevolence—and were the people of England, or even
Ireland, questioned; though, I believe, they would not assent to their
being the men whose ministry they preferred to all others—they would
yet, I am sure, bear willing testimony to their being a race of good
and benevolent gentlemen, and kind masters, whom they respected
and loved, who soothed the sufferings of their lot, and aided them to
bear its hardships without repining or murmuring. And as to the
pomp and power that wait on the higher order of her Clergy—it may
there, with reasom, or at least, with some share of it, be said—the

* Wealth of Nations, B, 5, C.1.
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Church must have, at her head, men of wealth and influence, that
she may maintain Ler rank and estimation among a proud aristocracy
—and that, if the body of the people have no choice in their spiritual
guides, they may the more readily submit to this, seeing the govern-
ment of their temporal concerns is held by their superiors.

Yet, even in England, it cannot be denied—that this state of things
has raised up against her a very numerous and powerful body, who re-
gard her riches and influence with evident jealousy and envy—that the
acknowledged incapacity of her teachers to mect the wants of the
people, has caused dissent to prevail, to an extent that alarms her
friends, and is only kept within its present limits, by the poverty of
those among whom it would clse have place. I am, then, utterly as-
tonished, Dhow it could possibly be thought, by any one acquainted
with the spirit of' that Church, and the character of the population of
British extraction in Canada, that she is calculated to take firm root
in the soil of this country. I have had little success in my attempt
to delineate them, if it be not at once perceived that they arc com-
pletely opposed. The Church of England is given to pomp and
splendour, and the higher orders of her Clergy have all that haughti-
ness of manner and life, and those aristocratical habits and propensi-
ties, which the possession of wealth and power, and the associating
with those who do possess them, infallibly create. The British Cana-
dian, again, feels highly his own importance, and is jealous of the
least assumption of supevior consequence, or of authority for which
he cannot see an adequate foundation.

The grounds of the superiority which mere birth, science or learn-
ing would claim, he cannot understand, and, therefore, will not admit.
He allows the power of wealth but as adding to the enjoyment of the
possessor ; feeling his own independcnce, he bows not to the riches of
the rich man, he would look on any assumption of superiority on that
account as a mere usurpation ; an usurpation which could not be too
strenuously resisted, or speedily overthrown—and which would be
doubly galling to him, were he to imagive, that the means of main-
taining it were unjustly drawn from funds, of which he alone ought to
have the disposal. Were it possible to suppose that a few of the dig-
nitaries of the Church of England were settled in Canada, and sup-
ported at the expense of the Colony, in any thing like the power and
splendour, which they possess in Lngland, I am satisfied that they
could not be maintained in their situations for many years. To pre-
serve tranquillity in the Colony, it would be absolutely necessary that
they should be removed. IHitherto, it is true we have seen but little
of that body. Hitherto, that Church has been able to assume but
little of that rank and consequence, which she has acquired at home ;
nor has she yet been able to bear forward the higher ranks of her
Clergy, to that commanding station which they there maintain, From
the little that we have seen, however, we may form an estimate of
what a future day may witness, should the plans of aggrandisement,
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which she is now forming, be realized. What then has been the con-
sequence of that union of Church and State—of that ambition to di-
rect the affairs of the one as well as the other—to mingle with the
great as companions—and to be men of political importance, which
the English Church claims as a right for those at her head—what has
been the consequence of this line of conduct in Canada, in the only
instance, where there have been both the power and the will to followjit
out? Has such conduct been popular—has it conciliated our good-
will and esteem? Could the question be put over the whole Province,
1 fear there would be but one answer of dissent. On the contrary,
it has been universally reprobated, and has excited the most unequi-
vocal marks of public disapprobation and dislike. True it is, the in-
dividual in question, may be unworthy of the hostile feelings which
the mass of the population entertain towards him—and that, warmly
supported by all ranks of the Clergy of his Church, and by his nu-
merous party of fiiends and followers—he affects utterly to despise
them. So, no doubt, might his more wealthy successors, The exis-
tence of such feelings, however, proves that such men are very danger-
ous to the tranquillity of the Country, and to the peaceable rule of the
government that supports them.

Nor does the appearance of the Church of England seem better
calculated to win our esteem, when we view her in another light.—
No form of Church Government can naturally flourish in Canada,
which does not give to the people the power of choosing their own
pastors. What would be their feelings then, were their pastors ap-
pointed as in England? how would a man accustomed to have a voice,
at least in all that affects his interests, and believing himself perfect
ly competent to form & judgment of the preacher, who is best adapt-
ed to his wants, bear to be told, Mr. A. is to be appointed, he is bro-
ther to Lord B,, or heis said to be 2 man of most gentlemanly and en-
gaging manners, and a great favourite of Bishop C., or even, heis an
excellent classical scholar, or an adnirable mathematician, and went
through all his classes and trials with great eclat?  Did the individual
possess all the other qualities which his people would deem desirable,
yet, 1 may safely say, that the feelings of jealousy and dislike which
his being so appointed, must infallibly generate, would blast his fu-
ture success, and mar all his utility.  But we have scen that the quali-
ties, which the discipline of that Church tends to call forth, are not
such as make a preacher successful, and popular, and useful, to the
class of people ameng whom he would have to minister in Canada.
‘They would therefore feel such an appointment as a gross oppression,
—an oppression to which they would not long be disposed patiently
to submit. Let us recollect that this is no light matter—they feel
their need of an efficient preacher—one whose words reach their hearts
—whose zcal and industry are indefatigable~—who may be able to a-
waken in their breasts, and in the breasts of their families, a sense of
the importance of the things of another world, and 1o raise them above
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the frailties and sufferings of this.  You give them one, who, we shall
admit, is learned, respectable and pious, but whose discourses secin
to them dry, cold, and unintelligible, and from whose ministry they
can reap little either of' benefit or delight.

He thinks he has discharged his duty when he has gone over the
vitual of his Church, and read a learned and orthodox discourse, aud
is disposed to lay the blame on the unhappy prejudices of his flock, if
they hear him without attention or pleasure. They, again, naturally
vontrast the feelings with which they listen to him, and the effects on
their conduet and happiness, which his labours produce, with the hap-
pier results that flow from the ministry of some one whose acquire-
ments are more fitly adjusted to their habits and wants ; they feel the
great diversity ; they impute the cause of it to the preacher; can it
be supposed that they would not resent his being placed over themn
without their consent, as a grievous injury; can it be believed that
they would not seck, by all means iu their power, to do away with the
system that produced it.

The history of the Ieformation in Scotland, is the very reverse of
that which had place in Dngland. The Church of Scotlund was
founded on the complete overthrow of superstition and spiritual ty-
ranny, and was raised up amid the principles of' civil and religious li-
berty, when these were in all the vigour which success and recent ori-
gin could give them. Its original constitution and form declare the
elements from whenee it arose.  These proclaim freedom within and
without—they give to the people the choice of their own pastors, and
establish an equality among the pastors themselves,  The Clergyman
is chosen by those, who are most interested in obtaining one, who muy
satisfy their wants, and who best knows what their wants are ; he looks
only to God and his people, and, while he discharges his duty to
them, dreads the frown of no superior.

“This form of Christianity, so much more simple and less costly than
that of Episcopacy, shows, by the condition of the people among whom
it prevails, how well it is adapted for the diffusion of genuine religion,
and the promotion of general happiness and peace. There can be
no question that it is well suited to the state ot society in Canada.—
Its doctrines have been characterised as calvinistical, austere, puri-
tanical ; these terms seem to imply that it is the religion of the peo-
ple. Accordingly, wherever a similar form has been established, it
has commanded their suffrage. Adam Smith remarks that ¢ the
s Presbyterian  Clergy have more influeuce over the minds of the
« common people, than perhaps the Clergy of any established Church,
“ and that it is accordingly, only in Presbyterian countries that we
« gver find the common people converted without persecution, com-
“pletely, and almost to a man, to the Established Church.”*  Its

b Wealdy of Natlons, B, 5, €, 1,
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ariginal form, giving the election to the congregation, suits our liber-
al notions. It is indeed true, that this original constitution of our
national Church, exists now, generally, only in name, having in reali-
ty, been nearly done away with by the preponderating influence of
the higher orders, and by the inconveniencies found to arise out of a
popular form, from the licentiousness of a people not trained to the
use of liberty. In this country, however, it would naturaily resume
its original spirit, which in Scotland has not been extinguished, but is
merely kept in subjection, by a sort of legal ingenuity, the form re-
maining as of old.

In a word, whether we regard the happy effects, which experience
warrants us to draw as resulting from the prevalence of Presbyterian-
ism among a people, or the additional strength of attachment to the
Parent Country, which its diffusion would create, or the facility
with which it might be spread among us, I sec not any other form oi’
Presbyterianism, that can be at all put in competition with it, and
least of all, can that of the Episcopacy of the Church of England.

Experience has hitherto served fully to confirm all that T have ad-
vanced. The Church of England protected, and her Clergy liberally
paid by the Parent State, has hitherto made but an uncertain and
feeble progress—while that of Scotland, under the pressure of the
slights and neglects of the powers that be, has been well supported
by the people—has obtained a firm hold of their affections, and even
in nominal adherents out-numbers her rival. While, so far from the
spread of Episcopacy having added to the stock of British fecling,
and increased our attachment to the Parent State, it has been only
remarkable for the discontent and murmurings, which its progress has
excited. Whereas, on the other hand, where the religion of the
Church of Scotland has greatest sway, there is the firmest seat of
loyalty and devotion to the causc of Britain—there the principles of
her government have heen held in the greatest respect, and the ene-
mies of her ascendency, have even met the most determined oppo-
sition.

It has indeed been asserted by the advocates of the Church of En-
gland, that the encouragement given to that Church, must create in
the people, a feeling of attachment to the Parent Country, and that her
actual progress in Canada shews, that there is a disposition on the part
of our population, to place themselves under her banners. Both as-
sertions may, without difficulty, be refuted. It would indeed be a
phenomenon, unprecedented in history, if the attempt violently to
impose a system of religion on a people, who should conciliate their
regard, and no one who has had an opportunity of observing the spirit
which the attempt has generated in Canada, and which now so clearly
manifests itself, can, for 2 moment, believe that this country is likely
to form an exception to a general rule. And as for her progress, if
we arrange her adherents into classes, and analyse in each the motives
that have influenced their choice, we may form an idea of what that
has actually been. These classes may be reckoned four :—
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Ist. Those who may be called her natural followers. The popula-
tion of English, or Irish birth, or descent, who have preserved their
adherence to the Established Church of the Mother Country. This
class cannot be numerous, for the proportion of settlers of English
birth or descent is but small, and of these many are dissenters, The
great body of the Irish, are Roman Cathelics.

2d. The sccond class consists of those who may be called her na-
tural prosclytes, because their feelings and principles have made
them so. It has been said, that the Church of England, when com-
pared with other forms of Protestantism, is the religion of a gentle-
man. The remark savours of illiberality ; yet, we have seen that the
formi aud doctrines of that Church do, in truth, render it more attrac-
tive, than its severe and more rigid rivals, to those whose station in
life gives greatest latitude to the pursuit of pleasure, and whose
minds the refincments of science and taste have rendered more fasti-
dious. The numbers of this class of her votaries, are determined, by
the increasce of abundant wealth and refinement; I suspect it must,
therefore, be long contined within very narrow bounds.

The next two classes have been produced by the direct operation
of wealth and power.

3d. There are men whose religion sits so loose about them, that
they change it as a garment, according to the caprice or convenicence
of the hour;—for these, what is said to be the Established Religion,
being the most fashionable, and sometimes the most lucrative, will
always have charms.  The causes which tend to increase this class,
must cease to act, should the Church of England be put on the swne
footing with that of Scotland.

4th.  The fourth ciass has been formed, and is measured by the
direct influence of the funds which the wealth of the Church, aided
by government, enables it so easily—to scatter over the wilds of Ca-
nada—the seeds, as it hopes, of an abundant harvest in future.

£200 sterling, a year, is the sum which the Church is enabled to
give her missionaries. This certain income, with the prospect of some
addition, is fully sufficient, in Canada, to induce respectable men to
accept the office.  These are placed in the remote and thinly scatter-
ed settlements, where the scanty means of the irhabitants have not
enabled them to provide for a pastor, and even, though the form of
protestantism, which they profess, may not be that which the people
would prefer, nor the pastors themselves of the stamp they would de-
sire—they must still, to a certain extent, attract congregations.

This state of things can only have place while the means of set-
tlers are limited ; it must cease when their increasing prosperity ena-
bles them to provide pastors more suited ta their tastes and necessi-
ties; it is, in fact, 50 ceasing;* and it would cease immediately, were
the incumbents to be thrown on the unaided resources of the popula-

# Dr, Strachaw's Seemon on the death of the e Lord Bishop of Quehee— L. 19,
T
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tion.* No candid observer will assert, that the attaclunent of this class,
whose members constitute the main body of her nominal followers, is
very strong or securc to the Church, whose ministry, the force of
circumstances now leads them to attend.

Thus, then, it appears that the' Church of England is naturally
contracted within the narrow limits of the first and sccond classcs,
and is indebted for the nominal footing, she has obtained among the
others—not to any qualifications or merits of her own, but solely to
the influence of adventitious circumstances. And, with all the aid,
which these circumstances have afforded her, it is well known to
every one, acquainted with the state of the country, that the ground
she occupies among us, is contracted and insecure.

The most conclusive evidence, that can be produced on these points,
is that which was given to the select Committee of the House of As-
sembly of Upper Canada. That Committec examined no less than
51 gentlemen of all parties, on questions arising out of the policy
which the' Church of England has hitherto successfully pursued in
this Province. The result of its labowrs is highly deserving the at-
tention of all, who are interested in ascertaining the real state and
sentiments of the peopie on religious matters. I select two of these
questions, and give a summary of the answers.

Question 4th. Is the tendency of the population of this Province
towards the Church of England? Is it spreading over the Province?

Answer, by Elder William Casc. 1 believe but a very small por-
tion of the population (comparatively speaking) is attached to the
Church of England. The progress of her establishment is very slow,
compared with that of some other denominations, “This may arise
from various causes—as

Ist. From a dislike in the people, to her ceremonics and forms of
worship.

2d. From the matter and manner of preaching.

3d. From a want of proper excrcise of discipline among her mem-
bers and professors; and, in some instances, from (as the people con-
sider it) the unchristian-like conduct of her Clergymen,

Answer by the Rev. James Richardson. I 'belicve, from what
knowledge I have, that but a small portion of the people of this coun-
try are members of the Church of England, compared with some
other denominations—and though it has increased in the number of
its Churches and Ministers, yet, I believe, it docs not incresse in its
number of members, in proportion to the increase of the population
of the Province. To my certain knowledge, many of her members
have withdrawn themselves from her communion, and joined them-
sclves to the Methodists.

"This may arisc from scveral causes, principally from the want of a
christian discipline being exercised, and a dislike to certain practices
of some of her Ministers.

Aunswer by Dr. Dunlop, Warden to the Canada Company ;.-
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In the diest part of the question, T would say, certainly nol—Dbe-
cause, among  the Catholics, proselytism is very uncommon.  ‘The
Presbyterians and Methodists are averse to a set torm of worship :
and to the f{ormer, sponsors in Baptism form a bar to their uniting
with the Chureh of England. 1 have known more instances than one,
when Presbyterians, living at a distance from a Clergyman of their
own communion, have attended the Church of’ England, and even re-
ceived the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, after ber forms, who
came upwards of' 80 miles 1o have their children baptised by a Min-
ister of the Kirk of® Scotland.

To the second part of the question, I would say, that the Clergy
are spreading over the Provinee; but that their congregations are not
large, nor could they, without assistance, support their Clergy.

Jumes Lyons, Esq., M.P. T am decidedly of opinion, that the ten-
dency of the population of this Province, is not towards the Church
of England, and it is not spreading over the Province.

"The Honourable Thomas Clark. The tendency of the population
of this Province, is not towards the Church of England, the Pastors
of which are spreading in the Province.

The Honourable Thomas Baby. I have not ascertained that the
tendency of the major part of the population of this Province, is to-
wards the Church of England. There are, alrcady, many English
Churches erected in the Province ; but, except in our largest towns,
I believe they are but thinly attended.

There are forty-four answers given—all in a similar strain, with the
exception of—lst., The Attorney General of the Province, John
B. Robinson, Esq., who states that he has observed that, whenever a
pious and kind Missionary of the Church of England is stationed in
any populous part of the Province, he speedily acquires o numerous
congregation, and that many individuals join it, who were, before,
considered as belonging to other religious denominations.” But adds,
 How far this might be the case, if such persons had, at the same
place, pious and enlightened Ministers of their own, I cannot pretend
w0 say.””  And further—¢ The Church of Lngland is rapidly “in-
creasing.”

This Iatter assertion is best explained by the answer of John Rolph,
Esq., M. P.

If by the ¢ tendency of the population of this Province towards
the Church of England,” is meant that a greater number, in any given
time, become members or communicants of that Church, than of
others—I decidedly think there is, at present, no such tendency, But
I think the Church ot England, as it is called, is incrcasing-—and,in‘
my opinion, from its intrinsic worth and excellence, will increase, i
not made an objeet of jealousy and disgust to christians of all other
denominations. .

The other exception is that of P. Van Koughnett, Esq., M. P.
He states that—< in his own distvict, (the Eastern,) the tendency to-
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wards the Church of England is great. Its members are increasing
fast.” Tam disposed to question the accuracy of that gentleman’s
statement, both from my own knowledge of that district, and from
the general opinion there entertained, that on this point, he has been
mistaken.

Question 9th. ¢ What proportion, in your opinion, do the members
of the Church of England, in this Province, bear to the whole popu-
lation ?

Answer by Elder William Case. ¢ If we consider those only as
her members, who receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, in
the Church of England, the proportion of them to the population of
the Province, is exceedingly small—perhaps about 1 to 243; but, if
we embrace the number composing the congregations of the Church
of England as her members, they would bear, in my opinion, the pro-
portion of about 1 to 100 of the whole population of the Province.
Estimating the population at 170,000 souls, the proportion of the
communicants of the Church of England, to the communicants of
other denominations, is, in my opinion, about 1 to 18.”

In about this latter proportion of 1 to 18, the number of her ad-
herents is fixed, by taking the average of the amount given by the
others answering the question, some rating them as high as one-sixth,
others as low as one-twenty-fifih of the whole population.

Answer by Charles Fothergill, Esq., M. P. < It has always ap-
peared to me, that the Episcopalians, properly so called, are the least
numerous of christian denominations in the Province.”

Answer by Dr. Dunlop Warden of the Canada Company. ¢ So
far as my data go, they are not—they are but limited. I would say
from one-tenth to one-cighth.”

Answer by P. Van Koughnett, Esq. M. P. ¢ T cannot tell.”

By John B. Bobinson, Esq., Attorney General. ¢ I do net know,
nor do I think any body else does.”

Honourable Thomas Clark. ¢ A small proportion, perhaps onc-
fifteenth to one-twentieth.”

Every one well acquainted with the state of the Protestant popu-
lation of Canada, must allow that the Presbyterians, if' not the most
numergus, is one of the most numerous of the sects into which they
are divided. It is true, that of the Presbyterians, many are dissen-
ters from the Church of Scotland; but when it is considered that the
tenets of both are the same, and that the only ground of separation,
is a difference of opinion on the subject of patronage, a question that
can never have place in this country, it will appear to be owing to ca-
sual circumstances, that any such body exists, and that there can be
little doubt that it might easily and naturally be comprehended with-
in the limits of the national Church. On this point, the evidence
given to the Committee of the Housc of Assembly, is also decisive.

The 10th question is—¢ What denomination of Christians, in this
Provinee, do you think the most numcrous ?”
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The witnesses are here divided between the Methodists and Pres-
Lyterians, the majority inclining to the former, but wniformly giving
their answers in favour of the one or the other.  Indeed, there seems
little question that, if left to its unaided vesources, this Province
would present the same appearance in religious matters, that the Uni-
ted States do.  There, I believe, the Methodists form the most nu-
merous sect, and the Presbyterians rank next—the former acting as
pioneers, and spreading themselves over all the newly settled coun-
tries—the latter coming after them, and gradually gaining ground as
the people become able to support regular Preachers.  This state of
things naturally takes place, where no funds are provided by the State,
for the religious wants of those, whose situation prevents them from
maintaining Clergymen of education, from their own unaided resour-
ces. There the Methodists rapidly diffuse themsclves, and though
many of them are, of course, devoid of any pretensions to learning,
and are actuated werely by a sort of blind zeal—yet, unquestiona-
bly their labours are, on the whole, productive of great good. They,
however, who arc best judges of human nature, will, I believe, agree
with me in thinking that the advantages which morality and religion
would derive from the state giving moderate support to preachers of
a higher order, who would avoid exciting that spirit of fanaticism and
delusion, which too often subsides into total apathy, would amply re-
pay the expenses attending the measure.  With  this support, I be-
lieve that Presbyterianism would take the lead of any denomination
of Christians in North Amcrica.

I concéive that I have now fully proved my third head of argu-
ment, and have established, that the feclings of the Protestant pop-
ulation of Canada are as decidedly opposed to the pretensions of the
English Church, as they are naturally disposed to yield to the more
moderate claims of that of Scotland ; and that to give the reins'to some
church politicians and render the Colony, as they express it, English,
by forcing over us a church cstablishment, like that of Lngland, were
a policy no less unwise than dangerous. It has already been acted on
to an extent that has alarmed every true friend of Dritain, and of
Canada, and if persevered in, every succecding year will, I am satis-
fied, serve further to demonstrate that it is both impracticable and un-
safe. Could we ever suppose its supporters to be ultimately so far
successful as to establish it in Canada as the dominant religion, I am
persuaded that their trivmph would be but of short duration.
Lect us just carry forward our views a little till the period when the
dreams of our sanguine projectorsare to be realised.  Let the Church
of England thrive and prosper among us, let her clergy rule over us,
and let them be putin possession of such a portion of the good things of
the Land, as may be consistent with her dignity,and with the share she
claims in her pative England.  We shall admit that as a body they
might be learned, and respectable; but then, by the constitution
of their Chureh and the care of Government, they would be indepens
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pendent of the people,and therefore fecling, and unavoidably showing,
that the opinion of their flock is of little consequence to them, and, as
they are men, allowing the besetting sins of power and affluence to
have dominion over them.

Wauld such 2 body be able to guard against the progress of dis-
sent? Ifamong the ueedy and pampered population of England it
has made alarming progress—if; already, here, we find churchmen com-
plaining, that, ““even where Churches are crected, the persons who
give regular attendance are so few as generally to discourage the min-
ister, and that his influence is frequently broken or injured by numbers
of uneducated itinerant Preachers, who, leaving their steady employ-
ment, betake themselves to preaching the Gospel, from idleness, or
a zeal without knowledge,”* what would be the case then? Assured-
suredly the number of these would mightily increase, and they would
be of a higher order ; the increased prosperity of their hearers would
call to the station men of more talent and cducation ; their cause
would prosper—dissent would advance with rapid strides—and what a
scenc would the aspect of affairs then present—a clergy supported in
affluence, by the resources, of which Government had put them in pos-
session—a people—disliking their Ministry and withdrawing themselves
from it.—Such a state of matters could be supported by nothing but

absolute force.~—The population would demand, that the resources of

the country should be expended for the benefit of the country, and
not for the support of a clergy, whose labours they neither wanted nor
accepted. Government might think itself pledged to support them ;
discontent and murmuring would arise ; confusion would follow ; the
burden of Episcopacy would be thrown off, even at the risk of casting
off along with it, the allegiance to the Mother Country.—Canada is
not England ; Episcopacy can never be the dominant religion of this
Colony.—To imagine that it will be so, to image forth Bishops and
Deans and Doctors, in due gradation of dozens and hundreds and
thousands,t reposing, in state and security, on the abundant produce
of four or five millions of acres, and on the dutiful obedience of the
flocks, over, whom they preside, is no doubt a goodly vision to a
churchman’s eye—but it is 2 mere vision.—To attempt to render it a
reality, would assuredly at no distant period produce discontent, com-
motion and separation of interests and affections—perhaps of Govern-
ments.

But it may be urged—you draw a picture of things which we never
contemplated ; we mean not to raise our church to that height of
prosperity, which she has attained at home—we mean not to say that
ler positive advantages ought to be here, what they are in England or

Ireland.}

¥ Dr, Steachan’s Serwon on the Deatir of the late Lond Bishop of Quebee, po 19
t Dr. Strachan esteems two thousand wx vers smadl nsber,
t Letter of the Bishop of Quebec,

~
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But et we ask you, why (hus limit her pretensions? you cannot
surely mean to say that she has assumed a rank in those countries
to which sheis not entitled, and which she ought not to maintain.—
You are accustomed to hold her up as a venerated example of all that
is faultless in discipline, and perfect in doctrine ; and if you have any
regard to consistency, you must confess that it would be your wish
and endeavour to assimilate her condition in Canada, to that full per-
fection she has attained in the parent state.  The only consistent an.
swer you can give is—¢ We cannot.” ¢ We know alas! that we arce
unable to accomplish it.”—The foree of this reply Iadmit; Tam at
least as well satisfied of its being incontrovertible, as you can be your-
selves. But what I assert is, that, as far as isin your power, you will
endeavour to compass, what to you seems an end so desirable.—Your
prejudices blind you to the danger of the attempt ; your personal in-
terests prompt you to it ; motives which, with your belief, are blame-
less, cven praiseworthy, hurry you on till you would put to the haz-
ard the tranquillity of the Colony and the interests of the Parent State.
It is to the wisdom of the British Government, not to your prudence,
that we must look, for restricting you to that rank, with which the in-
terests of Dritnin and Canada alike require, that you should be con-
tented.

Having now I trust shown, that, even setting right and justice alto-
gether aside, and regarding the question as one of expediency, the
claims of the Church of Scotland to the support of the British Gov-
ernment, arc superior to those of the Church of England, I have
proved what I undertook to establish, and I might here conclude.
It has, however, been the unhappy, but natural tendency of the over-
bearing spirit and pretensions of the Church of England, to produce
a prejudice in the minds of many, against all church establishments,
and to cause many respectable individuals to believe, that it were for
the interests of Canada, that no Church should receive more protec-
tion than another from the Government of the Country. The near
neighbourhood of the United States—which, following up this sys-
tem, connects not the church establishment with the state, and is yet
without question the most prosperous, and is rapidly rising to be onc
of the most powerful oi' the Empires of the civilized world—has also
much increased the numbers of those, who hold these sentiments.
Were this opinion correct, it would at once scttle the question,
by establishing the propriety of Government’s withdrawing its support
from both Churches, 2 measure which they, who hold it, seem to urge.
As I cannot, however, acquiesce in this conclusion, you will allow me
to state very shortly, the reasons which lead me to dissent from it.

In my opinion, several very considerable and substantial advanta-
tages arisc from the Ministers of Religion being connected with  the
state, and, in part, supported by it.

1st. Great part of the expense necessarily attending (heir mainten-
ance may in this way be drawn from sources,which are least burdensome
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to society. The Ministers of Religion may be ranked among that
class, to which some political economists have given the name of un-
productive labourers.  The labour of the farmer, the manufacturer,
the mechanic, by producing things nccessary to man, or by giving
those already existing more useful forms, creates the means of main-
taining other manufacturers, farmers or wmechanics.  The labour of
the preacher of Christianity, though highly uscful, even viewed mere-
ly with relation to its political advantages, as 2 means of instructing
the people, has no immediate tendency to create funds, from
whence it may be maintained. ¢Like the declamation of the
actor, the harangue of the orator, or the tune of the musician, his work
perishes at the very instant of its production.” The maintenance
therefore of this class isa tax on the common funds of the Socicty.—
Of these funds, the revenue arising from the vent of land, seems that,
of which the abstraction of a part, least retards the general prosper-
ity. Without recurring to the theoretical reasonings, which would
establish this conclusion, its correctness will be sufliciently shown, by
attending to what occurs, where such an arrangement has place. In
Scotland for instance, the Clergy are chiefly paid by the proprictors
of Jand. The sum, which is thus collected, wmay, perhaps, be nearly
£150,000. Now the levying of this sum on them, has little other
cifect than that of taking from them the means of supplying them-
selves, with so great a share of expensive luxuries, It perhaps redu-
ces to nearly that amount the quantity of rare wines, or of costly
silks, or the number of horses or menial servants, which that class af-
ford, and this is the only evil resulting from it. But were this sum
Jevied on the farmer, manufacturer and labourer, it would have the
cifect to reduce the accumulation of capital by the two former, and
lience the general prosperity of the society; and it would tend to
make the latter content himself with a small share of comforts or even
necessaries and, by thus sinking him in the scale of social life produce
a result, the evil of which, will not now a days be disputed. In Eng-
land again and Ireland, the Clergy are themselves, to a great cxtent,
proprictors of land; but had the property, they thus hold, not been
set apart to the Church, it would have been possessed by the gentry,
there being no reason to suppose that it would have gone to the com-
mon good of the Society. It would therefore merely have supported
a class probably more luxurious and less counciliatory in their man-
ners than those, whom it now maintains, ‘The cvil which arises from
the church establishment of England and Ireland, if any evil does
arise, is not that they hold property so extended, but that they hold it
for a purpose, to which they do not apply it—they might have held it
by some such service as delivering a dozen pepper corns yearly to the
King, and then they would hold it as quictly as any of the gentry ;
but as it was granted them for the service of instructing the people,
if they do not instruct them, or if they do not give them that sort of
instruction they wish, the people look on them as possessing riches to
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to which they are not entitled, as unjustly holding the reward of the
discharge of duties, which others must be paid to perform.  Henee
disseation, discontent and commotion arise, evils overbalancing the
advantage of the expense of the clerical establishment being in a
great measure defrayed by the funds, which are most casily spared for
the purpose.  Butit is only to the misapplication of the principle, that
any objection can be made; the principle itself is sound ; and hence
the establishment, on funds arising from the revenue of land, of'a
body of men, who would truly perform the dutics of Christian instrue-
tors, would be a real good.  Some may doubt, whether the Churel of
England is a benefit to England, and others may regard her, as of the
greatest evil to Ireland ; but no one, well acquainted with Scotland,
will deny that her Church has been productive of a great share of all
that is good and lovely in the land.

2d. An established Church secks to preserve its respectability, by
admitting none to take upon them the Ministry, who have not made
a decent progress in learning and science. Hence the general ad-
vancement of science and learning is promoted, and the interests of
religion and morality do not suffer at the hands of unskilled and in-
judicious defenders.

8d. A body of men, from education and habit, friendly 10 the
prevalence of peace and concord among wmankind, and prompted by
interest to avoid all causes of commotion and civil controversy, as en-
dangering an order of things, which sccures to them comfort and re-
spectability, scems a useful alloy to the violent operation of those
principles, which govern the motions of states, where the chief power
{sin the hands of the people; such a body, like oil thrown on the
stormy waters, calms the twbulence, and diminishes the danger of
popular commotion.

I do not think, that the United States can fairly be brought for-
ward, in opposition, as an instance of good, arising from a system which
throws the care of religion and its Ministers entirely on the people.
Many circumstances, quite unconnected with this, have united their
influence, to give to the inhabitants of that extensive couatry, an un-
cqualled degree of prosperity and power.  So far from the want of a
religious establishment having proved beneficial, it is, 1 am persuad-
ed, a defeet in the constitution, and has checked the diffusion of con-
cord and happiness. In this opinion Tam joined by some of the most
libera) and zealous defenders of the rights of mankind.*

The interests of religion and virtue must suffer, when the excrtions
of their defenders are cramped by the fear of approaching indigence
and distress.  The ministers of religion ought surely to be preserved
from all harrowing anxietics, concerning temporal affairs, and, though
remioved from the vanities of the world, to be exempted as much as
possible from its cares. In the States they are merely the hired ser-
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vants of their Congregations, holding their situations from one term of
years unto another, and consequently, exposed to be thrown loose up-
on the world, whenever their own infirmities, or the caprice of their
hearers may lead to the belief, that they are less fit than formerly, to
discharge the duties of their office. It'we take, in conjunction with
this, the very limited extent of their incomes (averaging I am assured
less than £150 currency per annum) we shall be disposed to allow
that they can scarcely possess that independence, or hold that rank in
society, which would draw men of education into the ministry, or
give full effect to the exhortations they deliver.

Besides, I am led to believe, that the burden of maintaining a well
qualified Clergyman, has been felt to be so severe, when it had to be
borne chiefly by the poorer classes of society, as in many instances to
have kept the people without Pastors, or to have contributed to the
appointment of pastors of less respectable acquirements than were
to be wished. Y¥rom these causes, our North American neighbours
have, I belicve, a greater sprinkling of fanaticism, and arc somewhat
less moral and less religious, than it the ministers of religion had been
connected with the state, and supported by it.  They may shortly feel
other evils arising from this defect in their constitution. That rivalry
of interest and feeling, which every day is increasing, between the
sections of their extended empite, must be met by 2 spirit of mutual
forbearance and concession, or must ultimately terminate in the dis-

solution of the confederacy, and the conversion of that fair portion of

the globe into a scene of commotion and bloodshed.  The ministers
of an established church, forming a hond of conncction between the
remotest parts of the most extensive dominions, and prompted no less
by interest than duty, to maintain that connection, to allay the heats
of civil controversy, and to cherish peace and good will among the
people, whose devotions they direct, would have been the natural
guardians of the unity of their Empire.

Tor thescreasons, I must think, that, in this case, the, United States
hold forth to us an example, not to be imitated, but avoided ; and it
seems to me, that the only fit answer, that they can make, who most
admire the character and maxims of their legislators, is not, that in
this case they have acted wisely, but that they acted, as they were
unavoidedly compelled to act. At the time of the separation of her
North American Colonies from the Mother Country, all controlling
power being withdrawn, it was impossible for any onc of the numer-
ous rival sects to be raised over all others. It isvery different in
Canada ; this country is in the very act of assuming a form, and the
people of acquiring a character. That form and character must, in some
measure at least, be determined, by the influence which Great Brit-
ain exerts, nor does it scem to me, that that influence can be, in any
way, more powerfully and beneficially exerted, than in the formation of
those religious establishments, which may be raised up, by itsfostering
care. In this case, the circumstances of the times, and the principles
of justice and sound policy seem to point out one course,
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The two National Churches claim with justice the protection of the
National Government: itis the interest of that Government to protect
them, and there are at present, at its disposal, funds, in my opinion,
{ully ud_equmc to meet cvery expense, to which this protection may
expose it

It scems to me that the Clergy Reserves, if put under proper man-
agement, would yield a revenue perfectly adequate to this purpose.—
Hitherto, it is truc, they have been almost entirely unproductive ; but
1 am disposed to ascribe this circumstance to the system, which has
been adopted in their management, having been formed, without due
regard to the circumstances of the country, and the character of the
settlers.  Hitlierto these lands have been offered to lease, for terms of
only 2! years. Now this period, though sufficiently liberal in Great
Britain, is altogether too short to meet the views of the Canadian Set-
tler. Those, who seck to occupy wild lands, in this country, have
made many sacrifices, and encountered much distress, cre they could
even place themselves among us ; they are prepared to make still grea-
ter sacrifices, and to task their endurance yet more severely, but they
bear without repining the hardships and privations, to which they
expose themselves, because they regard them as the price they have
to pay for ultimate comfort and independence. Were they to give
up the hopes of one day sccuring these to themselves and families,
they must look on all they have already done, as thrown away, and
would lose the chiel incitement to future exertion, It is evident
therefore, that leases of uncultivated land, for a term of years of which
most, who come with an intention of settling in Canada, have a pros-
peet of sccing a conclusion, at which time were they to accept
them, they and their families would be again thrown—unprovided for
on the world, are not very likely to be eagerly sought after,  Be-
sides this, il any one takes a lot of wild land in Canada, with the in-
tention of living on it, and drawing his subsistence from its cultiva-
tion, 21 years is a period in general too short to repay him for his ne-
cessary trouble and expense.  He must build o house to dwell in, a
barn (o secure his grain, and stables for his cattle; his lands must be
fenced, and perhaps they may require to be drained.  These improve-
ments absorb the greater part of the capital, which his yearly lfabour
accumulates, and, at the period when he is just beginning to reap the
henefit of them, he is required to surrender them to another,  For
these reasons, no man of prudence and perscverance will accept of
any of these lots, for the purpose of settling upon them 3 and such of
them as are Jeased, are thercfore held by those, who own adjoining
furms, and who, by obtaining a lease,can more conveniently pillage
thesc lots, of wlatever valuable timber, or other natural productions
they comtain, Instead however, ol leases oft 21 years, were these
lands offercd for terms of 70, 80, or 100 ycars, T am pcrsuadcd thata
very large portion of them would,fin no long period, be taken up by ae-
wual settlers.  There is o certain class of settlers to whom such leases
would be invaluable,
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There are many individuals from Ireland, Scotland, and England,
whose {inances arc exhausted, ere they reach Canada, and who are
burdened with large and young f{amilies. It is impossible for these
men, immediately to pursue, what has probably been their original
plan, and divectly push into the svilderness. They absolutely require
to have previously provided some small sum for the expense of the
journey, some necessary tools and utensils, and provisions for thclp~-
selves and families, until they can reasonably expect to draw subsis-
tence from the land, they come to occupy. To obtain these indispen-
sables, their only resource, in gencral, is to betake thewmselves to some
town or village, or to its neighbourhiood, and then, from what they
may be able to save from their wages, to collect a sum suflicieiit
for their purpose.  Years are thus inevitably consumed by the emi-
grant, and very often, ere he has attained his purpose, old ~age press-
cs on him, or he yields to the temptations to intemperance, which
new habits and foreign manners expose him to, or De sets out prem-
aturely, and sinks under the united pressure of severe teil, want, and
disease.  On the contrary, were these reserves open to him, on terms
that he would choose to accept, he might proceed there imme-
diately ; his labowr though not su constantly in demand would be
more liberally paid when required—provisions wotld be cheaper, and
every hour not otherwise occupied might be-employed most profitably
on his awn farm. The possession of any property for the term, I
speak of is, in arithmetical calculations nearly cquivalent to the abso-
lute property ; in the cstimation of the poor emigrant, it could not be
very different ; it would provide for himsclf and fur his children’s chil-
dren, and further than this his care and ambition do not commonly
extend.

By the caleulations of Dr. Strachan, there are at present, in Up-
per Canada, 18,000 reserved lots of 200 acres cach. Of these, ma-
ny are in parts of the country which are well settled, or are immedi-
ately contiguous to them. Were thesc leases granted for the periods
I have mentioned, and were proper means taken to inform those inter-
ested, of the existence, situation, and capabilities of the vacant lots,
for at present, every thing is ignorance with rogard to them, I am per-
suaded, that, in a few years, a considerable proportion of them would be
leased. To make the most moderate calculation, I shall say, that in five
or six years, 1500 of these lots would be occupied, by tenants pay-
ing un average rent of L5 per lot; this would make a sum of £7,500,
from which I shall deduct £1,500 for the cxpense of management ;
the remainder, £6,000, would, in my opinion, form a revenue, fully
sufficient for all the aid, which a Protestant Clergy, in this Province,
will, probably, for some time require, or have a right to expect—and
which, properly applied, would be  productive of the wost important
advantages. The good that might result from it, however, would
entirely depend on the manner, in which it were expended, as there
cah he no question that, if misapplied, it would be preductive of more
evil than benefit,




Letter Lo the Honourable Mr. Stanley. 157

Two principles seem to present themselves in determining the mau-
ner in which any Clergy should e established, so as to be most usc-
ful to the community. They ought to be so far dependant on the
people, as to stimulate them to render their labours acceptable—
they ought to be so far independant of them, as to give them a res-
pectable station, and to add to the authority of their counsels, The
Interests of each congregation, more particularly, require the fotmer
of these conditions—the general interests of socicty, the latter.

These principles, in general correct, are especially so, when appli-
ed to the Protestant population of Canada, nor do I think, that al-
though a measure, which should embrace thetn, might be somewhat
difficult to form, it would by any means be impracticable. It is chief-
ly to show this, that I venture to suggest the following schemces.

Each Township in the Province of Upper-Canada, averages about
66,000 acres, giving thus 660 lots of 100 acves cach, the usual size
of farms. It may be presumed that two Protestant Clergymen will,
for a long time, be sufficient to meet the wants of the population of
cach township. I would, thercfore, propose to limit the number to
that, and, whencever, in any township, 100, owners, or upwards, of
lots of 100 acres, or upwards—cach living on their lots, and having
cleared, at least, 15 acres on them—came forward and produced proof
that a Protestant Clergyman of' the Church of England, or of Scot-
land, was settled among them, and that they paid him the sum of
£125 curl‘cncy—-thcn £125 currency, should be given them from the
general fund, arising from the rent of Clergy Reserves. This would
secure each Clergyman an income of at least £250 currency, or about
£200 sterling—a moderate—and yet, perhaps, a sufficient revenue,
as ajminimum, in such a ceuntry as Canada. A minister thus settled,
ouglt not to be subject to be removed, but by the proper authorities,
in the Church of which he might be a member. Further, for every
six Clergymen, of either Church, so established in the Province, I
would propose that one missionary, travelling from place to place, as
he might be directed—Dby the Bishop, if of the Church of England—
by the Pl‘csbytery, or Synod, if of the Church of Scotland—should
have an allowance of £200 currency, from the general fund. After
providing for these objects, any averplus that might remain, should be
applied to the purposes of general education. There are said to be
about 240 townships actually surveyed ; these, were Clergymen placed
throughout them, on this plan, would ultimately require 480 settled
Ministers, and S0 Missionaries. 480 Ministers, at £125, would
amount to [60,000—80 Missionaries, at £200, would require
£16,000~altogether .£76,000. The whole reserves, in the town-
ships, contain upwards of 2,200,000 acres—and let us supposc that
these, when the population of the Province has filled up the town-
ships now surveyed, are rented at only one shilling per acre—this
would give a revenue of upwards of' £110,000, leaving a balance of
more than (134,000 for the expense of collection, &c., and for the
purposes of general education,
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It is probable, however, that long ere this period could arvive, ma-
ny changes would take place in the Provinee, which would render it
necessary to modify any plan that might now be formed. I have on-
ly made these caleulations to show—and for this reason, I have made
them very low—that, as far as we can at present discover, the scheme
I propose, scems pertectly practicable.

Irown, that to me, some such plan would scem to possess many ad-
-antages, and not to be exposed to the objections of any party. 1t
affords a prospect of establishing one or both of the Churches, on a firm
and extended hasis, an event which, I believe, would be of the greatest
zood to both Canada and Great Britain, It regulates the progress of
botly, by what cach maintains ov possesses—of” the alicetions of the
people. As far as they possess these, it must be sllowed by all,
that they ought to be supported—and if they do not possess them,
the funds in question go to a purpose of the greatest acknowledged
utility. It throws a great part of the burden of supporting the Min-
isters of religion on a fund, the revenuce arising from the rent of fand,
on which I have endeavoured to show, it is most advantageous  for
the society that it should full. By rendering the lands rescrved, of ad-
vantagcous occupancy to many scttlers, it removes, in a great mea-
sure, the chicf” objection to their being retained, numely, their being
a bar to improvement,

An opinion, Lam aware, has gone abroad, that these lands have
been of the greatest detriment to the Colony, and that they ought
to be sold ofl’ by government. I must obscree, however, that though,
as presently managed, they operate to the prejudice of the Provinee,
the evils arising from them, Iave been considerably exaggerated frow
causes which I shall state.

Ist. Having Deen taken possession ol hy a Chureh, whose preten-
sions are very unpopular, they have shared in the odium, with which
her exorbitunt claims are regarded.

2d. Every one remarks the much less rapid progress that we muke,
than our American neighbours, in improving and enriching the Coun-
try.  Trath and candour would lead to the conclusion, that this must
mainly arise, from our population not having yet attained that spirit
of enterprise, and that knowledge of' the best mode of proceeding,
which so admirably (it the American, for extracting every possible
good from the materials, whicl nature has spread over the continent,
But, the vanity natural to man, throws the Dlame off any fulling off,
Irom his own shoulders, to those of others—and the Canadian culti-
vatar is thus inclined, to aceuse the government, as the sole cause of
that short-coming, of which, at least, @ great share ought to be attri-
buted to himsell. Of all the weasures of govermment, that he can
conceive to operate to bis prejudice—that ol reserving aseventh part
of the laads unoccupicd, most meets his eye, and reccives, theeelove,
its full sharc of abuse.

Sd. Many  wish that these lands  were lrought to the market, as
ihey hope 1o vebe advintageows purchases of seme of thew - and
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such reasonings are of sufliciont weight to determine political opinions,

Some such plan s that which [ lave proposed, would obviate any
reasonable objections to retaining them, and 1 should be sorry, there-
fore, to see them alienated, as they form the only fund, from which a
permanent provision can he made for the Ministers of religion,  The
Colony would not consent to be directly taxed for this purposogdye-
causc many would thus be obliged to pay for the support of \@ose,
from whose labours they were not dircetly benefited. — Nor gt he
supposed, that the Mother Country will bind herselt alwaysto sup-
port an exteusive religious establishment, in a distant Colony. These
lands were set apart {or the maintenance of’ o Protestant Clergy—nao
measure can be adopted to divert  them from this purpose, but must
he attended with impartant effects to Canada, and greatly influence
the fortunes of” a country, probably destined to contain, through sue-
ceeding generations, many millions ol intelligent and enlightened
freemen.  Surely then, before being adopted, its consequences oughe
to be well weighed—and all its bearings on the future, as well as the
present, attentively considered.

It is this deep conviction of the importance of the subject, in cve-
ry part, that must plead my excuse for having so long trespassed on
your attention.

I have the honour to subseribe mysell]
Sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,
JOIN RAL

The arguments 1 have brought forward, might be well dlustrated,
and reccive a signal confirmation from what oceurred § in the Provinces
ol North Awmerica, which were, last century, under the dominion of
Great Britain, Tt was then the policy of government to support the
Church of Tngland, and depress other (lumnnn.\tmns; the result is
well known to all versed in the history of the period. ‘Through the
kindness of the LRev. Dr. Proudft, Salem, I have the advdnt.q,c of
giving it in the words of the Rev. Dr. McLeod, New York :—

« I may state,” writes that gentleman, ¢ from recollection, on the
authority of the worthy Dr. Rogers, supported by the assent of Dr.
Livingston, to the fact that, for soe years before the revolutionary
war, great excitement esisted, on account of the power employed by
the Episcopal Church, in this country, in the suppression of dissenters
-—eapcua]ly the DPreshyterians.  The fiiends of the Church of Iing-
land, were striving to obtain an American Episcopate—and the Pres-
l)ytcuans endeavoured to present such a complex establishment—an
association was formed {or the purpose of pul)]lslunu from time Lo
time, against the claims of the hicrarchy, as injurious to the libertics
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of the Colonies, The eloquent Governor Livingston, was the chief’

writer and editor of these articles ; and the controversy certainly pre-
pared the wminds of many for the stand, aftemwards taken in the revo-
Jution, which established the independence of the United States—
Drs. Rogers, Laidly, and Mason, were of the association.”

‘e live in more liberal and more enlightened times. I trust our
will partake of the spirit of the age, and that net acting in
ion Lo the natural propensities of the people, but on the con-
unding its operations on these, it will vaise up a body of men,

trary,

a blessing to those, whose devotions they direct, and a firm band of

union between Canada and Great Britain,

p5” The length of Mr Rae's excellent letter, prevents us from
being able to give, in this number, some notes accompanying it. They

will appear in our next.

THIE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, PREVIOUS TO THI YEAR 1750,

Of the 883 bencefices which are in Scotlapd, separating what is al-
lowed for communion-clements, there is one under 25/ sterling ; three
above 254 and not higher than 304 ; twelve above 80/ and not higher
than 350, ; twenty-five above 35/, and not higher than 40Z; one hun-
dred and six above 4074 and not I}ighcl‘ than 452 ; one hundred and
twenty-six above 450 and not bigher than 50/ cighty-four above
500, and not higher than 55 ; one bundred and nincteen above 55/,
and not higher than 60/.; ninety-four above 60L and not higher than
650 ; one hundred and nineteen above 654 and not higher than 701 ;
thirty-eight above 70 and not higher thau 754; twenty-seven above
750, and not higher than 80/.; tweuty-two above S80L and not higher
than 85L; seven above 854 and pot higher than 804 ; nine above 90/
and not higher than 93, ; twelve sbove 951 and not higher than 100Z;
three above 1004 and not higher than 1054 ; two above 105 and not
higher than 1107.; cight above 1104 and not higher than 1154 ; six-
teen of 1382 17s, 9d., and 4-6ths; and that the total of these bene-
fices, deducting what is upon the whole allowed for communion-ele-
ments, amounts to 502,661/ 15s. 5d. and 10-12ths; and in these,
are included stipends that are not paid out of the tithes,  And it is
to be observed, that 65 are under the present legal minimum of €00
marks, or 44/. 85, 10d. and 2-3ds sterling; and one hundred and cigh-
ty-two have no allowance for communion-elements,.—Elgin Courier.
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