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NOVA SCOTIA

The Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia, in connection with the Church of Scotland, having
resolved to engage in the Foreign Mission Field, the Committee are now prepared to receive

applications.
labour.

The Committee have in view one of the South Pacific Islands, as their field of
They are prepared to guarantee to their Missionary fully the usual salary given to

Missionaries labouring in that part of the Mission Field, together with the necessary allowance

for outfit, &c.

Applications may be addressed to the Convener.

Every such application must

be accompanied with well attested certificates of character and qualifications, in order to receive

attention.

11th May, 1863.

ALEXANDER MACLEAN, Converer,
Manse, Belfast, P, E. Island.

BOARD AND EDUCATION.

CHATHAM, C, E.

HE Rev. James Black, M.A., will be happy to receive as pupils a few young gentlemen, who
will board with the family, and will be carefully trained in all the branches of a liberal

education.
commercial life.

Special attention will be given to their preparation either for the University or for
Any information that may be required will be submitted on application.

BOARD AND EDUCATION.
Burnside House, McGill College Avenue,
MoNTREAL.

HE MISSES (Neil) McINTOSH beg to in-

form their friends that they are prepared

to receive a few additional Boarders, to whom
a liberal education will be imparted.

As Burnside House is situated in one of the
healthiest parts of Montreal, and as the Misses
McIntosh devote their whole time and attention
to the instruction and comfort of their Board-
ers, and are assisted by an efficient staff of
Teachers, for the different Branches, they have

every confilence in bringing their establish-
ment under the notice of parents and guardians.

References kindly permitted to :~—

Rev. DrR. MATHIESON, Montreal.
Rev. Dr. WIiLKES, «
Rev. W. M. Ivgus, M.A.,
Hox. L. H. Horro¥,
ALex. Morris, Esq., M.P.P,
THos. M. TavLor, Esq.
Rev. W. Lgerrer, D.D., Principal of Queen’s
College, Kingston.

Also to the parentsof the children at present
under their charge, whose names, along with
all other necessary information, will be submit-
ted on application.
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" THE PRESBYTERIAN,

OCTOBER, 18683.

" The, year is advancing to & close, and we

are reminded,and beg: to remind our friends,
that itis a proper.time for efforts to be made
to extend our usefulness.

Qur circulation is far too small. Keep-

ing in view the ends of this publication, we.

must devise means of greatly increasing
our subscription list. o are prepared to
give all the facilities in our power to such
of our friends as will lend us a helping hand.
We content ourselves for the present with
indicating in the following para ra%es some
of the ways in which we might ba easily
and yet very largely assisted.

Upon the variety and utility of our con-
tents depends, of course to a great extent,
the measure of support we may expect.
Let those of our supporters who are observ-
ers, thinkers, or readers, keep us in mind,
and whenever they can furnish an item of in-
telligence, a production, or an extract suit-
able for our pages, let them send it to us.
We do not promise to insert all such con-
tributions; but we shall consider each one
carefully before we dispose of it.

Our readers might do much for us, if they
can find it in their hearts to say a good
word or make a little effort in our’ behalf,

‘The influence of office bearers and Church
Courts we would especially covet. If in
future numbers we can approach the beau
ideal we have formed of The Presbyterian,
we should say that ministers and kirk-ses-
sions will find, in its introduction into the
families under their supervision, an impor-
tant auxiliary in the discharge of their

“duties. ' )

The services of missionaries we particu-
larly solicit, conceiving that their move-
ments and operations will be greatly expe-
dited by the circulation of our pages in
their rounds of travel.

Our financial position might be con-

siderably improved if our friends in busi-

ness would send us advertisements, and our
other friends solicit them for us. We
. propose, if sufficiently countenanced, to add

——rTTTTTTY

a few pages in order to avail_.qumllvﬁes, of
thiskind of help. '

The imwediate payment of arrears, and -

in future the prompt transmission of sub-

scriptions, are of far more consequence than
is generally supposed. -We would be
pleased beyond measure if this hint. were
all we ever needed to say on this head.

We will be glad to receive offers of
agency from such as think they can pro-
mote our interests, and will endeavour to
bring the most liberal views to their con-
sideration,

Our friends who furnish us with the
News of our Church should be careful to
observe our intimation on the cover:-
that everything intended for insertion must
be sent in before the 15tk of eack month,
By the neglect of this rule we are annoyed
and they are disappointed. Besides, the
intelligence loses its freshness.

On the first Sabbath of October, the 4th
inst,, the annual collection for the French
Mission ought to be made in accordance
with the Synod’s appointment. A circular
has been addressed to the ministers of the
Church, and in Vacancies to the Represen-
tative Elders, over the signature of the
Convener of the Committee of management.
It gives the following ressons, general and

' special, for a liberal collection on this oc-

casion :

1. The object of the Scheme is, by means of
the light of Protestant truth, to dispel the
darkening influence of Romish error. The
teaching of the Church of Rome obscures and
falsifies the doctrine of the Gospel on many
vital points, The system is radically wrong.
Conversion, not proselytism, is, therefore, the
only cure; but for this an active evangelical
agency is needed.

2. While communicating the true knowledge
of Jesus Christ, the only Saviour, a secondary
aim of the Mission is to enable those, for whose
benefit it i3 undertaken, to exercise properly and
enjoy fully the rights of civil and religious liber-
ty. Christian patriotism desires to qualify men
to act their part in the community, according
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to their conviction of right, and not at the mere
bidding of the Church or the priest.

3. Itis a Home Mission Scheme, designed 10
secure the present bappiness and eternal well-
being of the French Canadian populationaround |
ug. It is the special duty uf the Church in
Canada to cause the Gospel to be preached to
Capadians.

4. It is a Mission in which, after many years
of anxiety, the Protestant Churches are, by
the blessing of God, realizing very considerable
success, and in our own humble department of
the work there is much to encourage us to
persevere. The Lord has opened a wide door
for us, and is manifestly bidding us go forward
in this mission field. Shall westand aside and
refuse to do the work, to which, in bis provi-
dence, our God is calling us?

5. To maintain existing operations with effi.
ciency would require an annual revenue of at
least $1000, or $430 more than the sum of last
year's congregational collections. This amount,
it is submitted, 100 congregations should have
little difficuity ia raising. But in addition there
is a debt of $1167 against the scheme, which
calls urgently for liquidation. And if we had
the meaus of extending sur work, the oppor-
tunity is inviting.

We hope these reasons, and other con-
siderations which must suggest themselves
to such as reflect upon the nature of this
scheme, will be fult to b of sufficient force
to evoke a collection suited to present ne-
cessities. The Synod has altered the time
of the collection from April to October.
This change should not influence the result
of the appeal adversely, because another
collection for the mission will not be due
until this time next year. The Scheme
will in the interval have to subsist, as best !
it can, upon the offerings made at this time. |

!

A number of congregations, we kaor,
do not make a collection in church, but
follow the <ystem of taking up a subscrip-
tion. A few collectors, generally ladies,
arc appointed to canvass the several sec-
tions of the congregation. The Act of
Synod allows this plan, and it is generally
adopted with the laudable motive of in- !
creasing the contribution to the scheme. !

Several schemes are sometimes combined, !
and the total amount raised is distributed
according to their supposed claims, unless
specially designated by the subscribers.
The system is generally found to work to
the advantage of the schemes. We con-
fess we would like to see the public collec-
tion in church retained. It gives to all
rich and poor, an opportunity of contribu-
ting their unknown offerings.  We do not
object to the other pian as a supplementary
instrnmentality.  In Scotland the one does
not generally displace the other. Our §
verdict is, both are best; and if the one -

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

[ yields more money than the other we are

constrained to proferit. Some congrega-
tions, we are sorry to say, either do not get,
orrefuse to take, an opportunity of contribu.
ting of their means for missionary par.
poses. The number of these, though
still far too many, is on the decrease. Ii
it were only understood how effective a
thing an interest taken in missions is, in
quickening the life of the Church and
strengthening its position, there would be
no such category. All would give, and
pains would be taken to encourage the
spirit of liberality.

It is important, when intimation of ths
collection is made, that ministers pu:
themselves to the trouble of explaining the
nature of the mission, giving information
about its operations, and urging its
claims. The circular is surely not expected
to do all this. It is merely suggestive.
With the view of preparing our readers t»
give deliberately in the full knowledge o
what they are giving for, we insert else-
where the principal parts of the last report
of the Committee to the Synod. Copies
of it have already been pretiy freely dis-
tributed among ministers, with the expecta-
tion that they will thereby reach the people,
and the insertion of it in this number might
be considered as completing what is neces:
sary in this way, if our readers formed
anything like a fair proportion of our
membership. It is commonly found tha:
where people take. and read The Presby-
terian, there is neither.want of knowledy:
nor want of interest in"the mission.

It may be mentioned here that the Res.
J. Tanner has returned from his trip
the Lower Provinces, with health greatly
improved. We understand he took such
opportunities ashe could embrace of explais-
ing and advocating the mission, in the more
important positions of the Church alonz
his route of travel. Ile has been greatls
pleased and refreshed by the hearty sym-

! pathy extended to his work. One clergy-

man, occupying a prominent field, has
expressed by letter much gratitude to the
Comnnittee for Mr. Tanner’s visit.

It may also be stated that the gentlemen
appointed to visit some of the Wester
congregations have returned.  Lest the
nature of this appointment should be mss:
understood, we say a word or two in ex-
planation. The gentlemen appointed are
ministers, and could not leave their congre-
gations more than a few weceks. Iaving
resolved to visit some of the more distant
congregations, only such as were conse:
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nient of access along a certain route could
be embraced in their arrangements. As
was t¢ be expected their proposals did not
suit in every case, so that some of the
meetings provided for were not held. The
barvest too, contrary to expectations, was
engrossing the time of the farmers in the
rural districts.  Still there was much to
encourage the hope that their efforts will
have the effect of awakening a greater
interest in behalf of the mission. This is
particularly the case wherever circum-
stances favoured agood meeting. The ad-
vantage of full and correct information as to
the scheme was apparent. In some cases
where there was ignorance or doubt in
regard to it, these no longer exist; in
others misapprehension caused by false re- |
presentations are removed. In several
quarters it was ascertained that there was |
a confounding of this denominational ef-
fort—this eftort of our own Church—with
that of the Canada French Mission, now
publicly alleged to be almost entirely the
mission of the Canada Presbyterian Church. .
It is clear that if all our congregations '
could be visited in this way, or if we could |
get the length of employing an agent, a
great deal could be done in putting the
mwisgion on a proper footing.

We are rejoiced Lo learn tha’ the Colon- l
ial Committee of the Church of Scotland
have recently despatched a minister, the |
Revd. Mr. Nimmo, to British Columbia. |
This will gratify the friends of the cause of |
aur Church on the Pacific Coast, and will i
probably leave the Syned free to unite |
with the Synod of Nova Scotia, (should !
that body sce their way to such a step), |
and the Colonial Cowmmittee, in the pro- !
posed missionary effort in Ceylon. !

The Colonial Cominittee are, we learn, .
earnestly desirous of cunperating awith our |
Church in missionary effort, and we there-
fore trust that some plan of joint action |
may be devised.  Meanwhile the collee- ;
tions of the year might be appropriately |
remitted to the Committee in aid of the ;
expenditure in British Columbia. '

The long desired representation of the |
Church in that New DProvince has, at ]
length, been accomplished.  One appoint-
ment has been made, soon to be followed, |
e hope, by others. Much will depeund |
apon the suiiubleness and success of the .
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first missionary. Our Synod isin a manner
committed to the doing of something for
this field, and we trust that it will soon
find itself in a position to act upon itssense
of obligation. Meanwhile it may be as
well to wait for some report from Mr,
Nimmo. The spirit of the Synod's last
deliverance may be considered as satisfied
so far, and we hope our Committee will at
once place themselves in communication
with Mr. Nimmo, either directly or through
the Colonial Committee, in order to obtain
the information which is necessary to de-
termine future action.

We would cali the attention of Presby-
teries to the new Interim Form of process
for the calling and settling of ministers.
This matter has been for many years
before the Church, and it is high time that
the Synod were done with it.  'We hope a
careful consideration will be given to it in
its present shape, and that there will be
such unanimity in the returns of Presby-
teries that the Synod will be in a position
at its next meeting to pass it into a per-
manent law.  We will gladly receive com-
munications upon such points as may seem
to be questionable, and will andeavour,
after a time, to give a fair representation
of the views with which we may be favour-
ed, cither simply stating these views or
giving our opinion of them. In this way
perhaps we may succeed in perfecting the
measure for the adoption of the Synod.

It has been mentioned in our hearing,
that the amount of the minimum stipend
of miunisters is not stated. The answer to
this is, that it is fixed by a separate Act of
Synod passed in 1860, which Act is amod-
tfication of an older one, which the Synod
may hereafter sex cause further to alter.
The Form of process simply secures that
the stipend shall be the minimum, what-

ever that may be according to existing

law,.

In the form of guarantee for stipend ap-
pended to the Interim Act, which has not
been sanctioned by the Synod, but which
the Committee appointed to revise the
minutes understood they had power to
insert, there is an obvions omission of space
for the annual amount of stipend promised.
This is 2 mistake in the printing. There
ought to be a blank in the seventh line,
between the words “pav ™ and “ out.”
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Hetns of our Chure).

REPORT OF THE FRENCH MISSION
SOHE

Condensed from the Commiitees Report to last
mesting of Synod.

TLe missionaries are, as formerly, two; viz:
the Rev, L. Baridon and the Rev.J, E. Tanper.

Mr. Baridon continues in his old field, ap-
plying himself, your Committee believe, with
all diligence to the vocation of an Hvangelist.

From his last report to the Committee the
following information is gleaned.

Scrota.—A regular station ; preaching fort-
nightly ; about thirty French families, for
many years out of the Church of Rome, now
rooted and steady in the Bible's doctrines.
There is no danger of any one of them return-
ing to the Romish Babylon. OQur meetings
during the year have been beld in the school-
room or private houses, according to conve-
nience of the attendants living at a distance.
Many of them have no comfortable clothes.

CHasy Easr.—Seven Protestant families.
T preach to them when able. They gladly
attend the meetings every time.

CraxpPLAIN. — No regular meetings here.
Four French Protestant families are visited
from time to time.

PerrY’s MiLLs.—Six or eight Protestant fa-
milies welcome me every time I visit them,
which is regularly once & month.

CextrEviLLE.—Fifteen French Protestant fa-
milies in the village and vicinity. Some are
several miles from the village; most of them
poorly clad. Preaching every fortnight in the
schoolroom, or in a farmhouse, according to
convenience. I have good hope of this place,
though the Romish priests do their best to keep
their inconstant followers under subjection.
There are several hundred French Canadian
families, most of whom are accessible to me,

Moorrs.—This is my centre. [ visit a few
families that are Protestant, and others that
are mixed. There is opportunity every day to
talk to a small numbes on religious topics. We
are also in communication with many Romish
families, though it is not 80 easy as desirable to
preach to them. Good has already been done,
and we hope to do more.

Mr. Baridon has thus the oversight of atleast
seventy French Protestant families,—about the
average number in the congregations adhering
to the Synod. The circumstances of their situa-
tion obviously render congregational organiza-
tion an impossibility ; but they form a group of
churches. We ought to be thankful that our
scheme has beenthe means of placing them un-
der pastoral care, and providing them with gos-
pel ordinances, while the amount of labour en-
tailed upon the Missionary ought to command
our prayerful sympathy and cheerful support.

Mr. Baridon’s labours include all the duties of
an ordained minister, more especially preach-
ing, visiting the sick, and officiating at bap-
tisms, marriages, and funerals. In the dis-
charge of these, he considers himself bound, in
the peculiar circumstances of his position, to
improve the opportunities they afford of pro-
claiming the gospel. Besides all this, he feels
himeelf ealled upon 1o bhe az much as possible

among the Romish families ; for, as Le observeg, .
“ These more than the others have need of the

bysician, because they are sick, very siek io-
Seed, having never been directe(’l to leok npom
Jesus, through whem they must be healed.”

Some affect to treat thig effort a8 if it were
more a nawme than & reality. For ourselves
we know not what ia wanting to substantiate
its character convincingly in regard to the
latter particular ; not extensiveness of field, not
variety of operations, not abundance of self-
sacrificing labours, not the faithfulness of &
Missionary who has ever horne & good report,
not precise and definite information—nothing
we knaw of, except 2 kindlier interest and a.
heartier effort in its behalf, Par distant be the
day when the Convener of this Committee,
driven by the insufficiency of the Church's
contributions, shall communicate to so worthy &
labourer as Baridon that he is no longer in the
employ of the Mission.

The Committee closed their statements as to-
Mr. Baridon’s labours with the following extract
from his report.

‘It is possible that some one will ask, How
many persons have been converted to the Gos-
pel or drawn out of the Romish Church through-
out the year. I know for certain and can tes-
tify in good faith that I have announced the
counsel of God to a great number, both
Catholics and Protestants, so far as it was pos-
sible for me to do it among a people unlearned,
as you know, poor, and getting hardly their
daily bread. So many misfortunes are un-
questionably an obstacle to the spiritual pro-
gress of our French Canadian countrymen who
become Protestant. This needs to be well
understood, and it is easy to comprehend also
why there are so few resounding their conver-
sion from Rome to Protestantism. However, I
know that many Catholics are become attentive
to the truth, a few are enlightened, others
strengthened, and many more, I fear, have
heard good things joyfully without being better
Christians for it.

t For sum ; we have preached the word, the
word of God; we have exhorted, warned, sup-
plicated. Believers and unbelievers have heard
it. The key of the heart is in God’s hands.

“Qur work is a work of faith and patience,
not of a nature to make a great noise, having
consequently few attractions for that class of
Christians who are looking at all things through
the eyeglass of worldly pride. Don’t let us be
discouraged.”

Of the French Protestant Congregation in
Montreal under the charge of the Rev. John E.
Tanner the Committee said :—1It has been a year
of trial to both minister and people. The latter
have had to bear the loss of many members ;
the former has suffered much from ill health
and also from severe domestic affliction. Mrs.
Tanner died in February last. In her husband’s
labours she took much interest, of which one
of her latest acts—the bequeathing of four
hundred dollars for the benefit of the congrega-
tion—is a noble proof. The following state-
ments are from Mr. Tanner’s last report.

tSince the last agsembly of the Synod the
religions zervices of the French Canadian Pres-
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srterian Church of Montreal have beea as for.
.aerlyv—every Sabiath morning and eveniug.
The attendance has been from about twenty
10 sixty persons. Besides mysclf, the Rev. Mr.
Deudiet has preached ofien, as also lately the
2ev, M- Wolll—tbe fiest, furmerly a Missionary
J e French Cunadian Missivnary Society,
the latter its general Secretary before the Rev.
Mr kewp assumed that oflice.

Sume time ago the Rev. Mr. Cyr, pastor of
:he French  Canadian Bapust Church of
Al ireal, when taking along juaruey, asked e
surLospitality for his congregation.  Believing
t{ to be very haportant for Christians to be
«nted, though they dutfer in sccondary views,
*thughit it my duty to grant Lita Lis request. -
Simce  then both  congregations have met
together, and il now are mutually bLenefited.

Uur praver meetings are twice a week, on
Tuesday aud Friday evenings—atteudance from

eight to twenty-five persons.

Tue attendance at Sabbath School has varied
.o four tu twelve, several children not bemg
stle to attend regularly during the winter for ¢
waxt of shoes aitl warm clothing. '

Ocr membership bas changed a good deal. -
Juniug the year we have lost ten members. !
Twe died in the precious peace which faith in
ke Lord Jesus Cbrist produces. Une left tlus
world miserably, having gone back to a former
vice. drunkenness, the other sevea have left
Montreal, being obliged tu do so fur want of
.mpluyment. These ten have been replaced
17 tirteen others. Nine of them have been
Jxitted to the Lord's Sapper for the first time;
JL¢ was formerly a member of the late Res.
M: Lapelietric’s congregation, who for years
ela gudless life, but has repented and found
agsin pardon by faith. The three others are
sccient mewmbers, who, haviug returned to
\untreal, have united again with uz.  So that
-otwithstanding our loss, we number thirty-two
communicants, three moro than & year ago.
Seventeen of them were formerly Roman
Catholics and fourteen are French Canadians.

A great drawback to our missionary work is
car poverty, which makes it impossible for us to
relieve our suffering poor as we ought. Ano-
*her i3, that our people, who do not uaderstand
Erglish, have trouble in finding work among
Eoglish Protestants, and as very few French
Roman Catholics will employ them, some are
cbliged to go elsewhere, in order to avoid star-
aiion or beggary.

We feel thankful to God and the Synod for
the erection of our n2at little church. We
tare occupied the lower part of it since the
begioning of the year till lately. We now as-
semble in the upper flat though it has not yet
been formally opened. We hope and pray it
mey become a place where many souls gha’.
find sslvation by the knowledge of the truth
a8 it is in Jesus Christ our Lord.”

The report referred to a missionary tour to
soue of the Townships on the Ottawa and to
darficld on lake Huroun shore. Theresult shows
taat there is much to be done, were the means
tz~'nved, to supply the French Canadians in |
izese quarters with the light and knowledge |
ey are seeking more and more.
Laridon gives an interesting sccount of a six
lays sojourn at Grenville, where bie held meet- .

Mr. |

2%5

ings with Protestants anl Catholic3 zoncerning
tue ductrines of the Bible, every evening until
past midoight, and at length feft them much
interested in the Gospel. If we could have
sent & missionary there, it would have been a
most desirable exteusion of the mission. The
French Cansdian Missionary society very soon
took the ficdd, und bas now « mssionary at

“work in 1t

The Committee alluded regretfully to the
financial position of the Mission.  Thirly con-
gregatuons, ronsiderably less than vne thud of
the number an the Roll, responded to the last
appeal for a public collection. The whole
revenue wis 351278, nut quite $63 inexcess of
that of last year when a falling oif, from the
receipts of the preceding year, of more than
that amount was reported ; while the addition

* 10 the ordinary expenditure of a donation of

200 to Mr. Tanner, which i3 all he has received

* from the fund, leaves the Treasurer with less

than the bulance on hand at the commence-
ment of the year, by S178. Some of the col-
lections are very gratifying indeed ; and did
the non-contributing churches give at the same
rate, or even less, the fund could be reported
in a flourishing condition.

The report then went into detail respecting
the building of the French Mission Church in
Montreal. The lowest estimated cost was 34v00.
The sale of property realized $1886. The pro-
posal to raise the balance in small sums, vield-
ding from S20 to $30 at an average from each
congregation, had not been carricd out though
sanctioned by the Synod. The treasurer had
adranccd $1231. The effect had been to retard
the building. The contiuued indulgence of the
Treasurer, however, had enabled the Commit-
tee to see the enterprise all but finished, and
they bad arranged for the public opening of
the Church on the Synod Sabbath, and it was
thought that the opportunity, which the mem-
bers of the Synod might then embrace, of being
present at the afternoon service, would have its
advantage, by interesting them, and through
them their people, in what remained to be
accomplished in liquidating the debt. Oaly
geventeen Corfgregations had responded to the
Committee's appeal and the Synod's recom-
mendation ; and for the prompt and liberal man-
ner in which most of theso transmitted thewr
contributions, the Committee desired tv record
their warmest thanks.

About $700 would be required in addition to
the amount advanced. “n the meaantime it is
submitted to the eighty -ongregatiors which
have made no pecuniary iavestment in this im-
portant undertaking, that they might with
scarcely an effort supply the balance reported
as due to the Treasurer.

In conclusion the Committee expressed their
thankfulness that this long projected scheme
wasso far advanced,that the first French Protes-
tant Church in Montre.: htd been erected, and
a door thereby opened for the French Csana-
diags in the City of Montreal to bear the Gos-
pel; and they further expressed their ardent
prayerful hope, that the Lord, who hath desired

' Zion for his habitation,would in this house bless
" ker provision and abundantly satisfy her poor

with bread.
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The following is the Minute of Synod on the
Report :—

The Report of tke French Mission Scheme
baving been read by Mr. Snodgrass, t e Con-
vener, it was moved by Mr. George B I, sec-
onded by Mr. Manr, and unanimously r-solved,
That the Synod receive the report; recordtheir
continued interest in the work of the mission
and its progressive results; regret the smallness
of the means placed by the Church at tie dis-
posal of the Committee ; learn with satisfaction
the erection under the operations of the Com-
mittee of the first French Protestant Church
in Montreal ; and with reference to the debt on
the property earnestly solicit a collection frem
the congregations which bave hitherto contri-
buted nothing to the Building Fund, said col-
lecticn to be made if possible within the next
mon-h; and appoint the Ccommitiee of Man-
agement as follows :—Rev. William Snodgrass,

1
1

Cimyener, William C. Menzies, Esa., Secrefary, .

Archibald Ferguson, Esq., Treasurer, Revs. W.

Simpson, G D. Ferguson, J. C. Muir, D.D,, J. |

Patterson, F. P. Sym, J. Sieveright, W. Darrach,
J. Black, and Messrs. A. Morris, J. Greenshields,
J. Goudie, M. Ramsay, W. Christie, J. Smith,
and J. Mitchell, with power to add to their
number, the members resident in Montreal to
be an Executive Committee.

A draft deed of the property, transferring it
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the operations of the church, and thereforg g
deputation from thai reverend court was present
to explain the position and prospect of our M-
sions.

The formation of the Ladies’ Missionary As.
gociation was an experiment begun a year aga,
and the fruits of its agency have been such as 1o
warrant the Session in desiring its continuance

It was felt that when our missions depended
upon congregational collections solely, a stormy
Sabbath or other disturbing cause had ofteg
crippled the resources of the commitees of tk;
different schemes. This association, which cur-
templated theraising of funds by quarteriy swa'
subscriptions from the «lherents of our chureh,
was meant to implement, if not to supersede, the
ordinary mode of providing for our missicn
agencies by Sabbath-day collections, and so
place the migsion revenues of the church uoore
the accident of bad weather. Ia this way
$141.30 has been collected during the yew,
and this sum has been divided between its
schemes of the church in such proportivn =.
the claims of each secemed to demand.

The report having been read, it sas unac -
mously resolved toreceive and sustain it, asak.
that the thanks of the congregation are ez.
nently due to the lady collectors of last yea-

. for the actire and faithful discharge of the 1 :ts.

in trust from Dr. Mathieson to Rev. William ¢

Snodgrass, Rev. W. Darrach, and Dr. Mathie-
son, in accordance with the provisions of Synod,
1845, renewed in 1851 thereanent, was read
and approved of with this amendment, that the
blanks therein for the insertion of the name of
an elder of the French Protestant Church, Mon-
treal, be filled up with the name of the Rev.
Joha Emmanuel Tanner, he being a preaching
elder.

Since the meeting of Synod, a day school
has been opened in the basement of the Mission
Church, under the competent management of
Mr. Frereaut.  There are 18 children on

which they had voluntarily undertaken.

The following were appointed Collector::. -
the current year, vizi— Mrs Mcllwradth, Mre
Mitchell, Mrs Blyth, Mrs Stoddard, Mrs Ande~
son, Mrs Robert Turnbull, jun, Mrs Marshal
Mrs H. Thomson,Mrs W. Clark, Mr< D. McKe!"
&r, Mrs Cathrea, Mrs Souter, and Misses Vasse,
Jane Bell, Gordon, Jessie Fraser, Gunn, Jes: e
Telfer, Gardner and Braldwood.

The Rev.G. Macdonnell, of Fergas, then gass
a lncid and interesting account of the mas
sions of the Church, and the Rev. J. Hogg, .
Guelph, brought the meeting to a close by 22
cloquent review of the work of missicns i1 e

i past, and with an eafnest appeal to the co~.

the roll of attendance, and there is likely to |

be an addition soon. This importact auxil-
iary will, itis hoped, be kept jp view by the
friends of the mission on the occasion of the
forth-coming collection. The Couvener ac-
knowledges reccipt of $i3.75 in aid of this
effort, and some donations of clothing.

MISSIONARY MEETING—ST. ANDREW'S
CHURCH, GALT.

The Anpual Missionary Meeting of St. An-
drew’s Church, in Galt, was held on theevening
of 12th ult. The Rev. R. Campbell ocenpied the
chair.

After devotional exercises, the chairman
stated thatitis the desire of the authorities to
afford all the information of which they are
themselves in possession, te the different con-
gregations of tbe Presbytery, fecling that in
proportion &s congregations have anintelligent
notion of what is doing by the church collect-
ively, in that proportion and in that only will
they be animated io sympathy and exertion on
behalf of its schemes. The Presbytery of Guelph
do not wish to withhold from any congregation
within their bounds the fullest information of

gregation to continue and increase their « far
to evangelize the world.

ORDINATION.

The Preshytery of Montreal met, accerdrg
to a-ljournment, in St. Andrew’'s Church, M-
treal, on Wednesday, the 9th ult., fer the ¢
dination of Mr. Joshua Fraser, recently appose
ed acting chaplain to the soldiers in Montrea!
belonging to the Church of Scotland. The
Rev. William Darrach of St. Mattliew's Churel.
Point St. Charles, preached on the accasior
and performed the act of ordination in e
usual manner. The charge to Me Fracer was
delivered by the Rev. J. Patterson of Hommizg-
ford.

SOUTH MULMUR SABBATH SCHOOL

The Examination of the South Mulmer
Sabbath School took place a few weeks age
when much graiification was  cxpressed e
specting the proficiency of the « Lildren, whest
atiendance had only been for nine moaths, thal
being the length of timesince the organizatis
of *he School took place. The Exuminsuoes
was conducted by William Wright, Esq, of
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Tossorontio, & true fricnd and supporter of life. Fur the greater part of twenty years Le
Sabtath and Common Schools, who, through ! resided in this city, and was identified” with its
much inconvenience, attended ou the ’occasifn, ! adJVanCc‘meL;L‘six?n{;nynwa\yl;.b l X?zﬁ&%gfﬁé h;.-;
ang gggﬁllgscgngtr:lulated‘ lllehsﬂpgl-riutendcnt i & guod practice as a physician, he found time
33 e emmsn Pe stgcc?as w 1{9 i has attend- | tuaid vativus objects, —clief among which were
ef T a xlu' icu tu;l ng.lx}c'\.ms tkaen | thc..\lcclmmcs_‘Iuslxlu_te, of which he was long
0 be children p f:.ess and abi nll) inanswer- | a director, besides being a member of the Upper
mgh ral questivns put to them, as well | Can_udo. Board of Arts, and the Horticultural
as the amount of Biblical knowledge to which | Society wlich be organized. His labours in
they bad attained. There is apparent among | belalf of these objects were incessant, and ke
alvances in the knowicdze and andersanting | Do, Corinio was bora on 1o, 11l of Moreh,
Sl . faigie was vorn on tie a

gt‘ the Ho‘l(y Scti;;)tlures; Wb}i\ch, hby the Divine : 1730, at B[l;cndboth, in the parish oof Tovl;cic,’

‘essing, ‘ are able to make them wise unto . Aberdeenshire, Scotland. He came tu Canada
salvatli'on, through fuith which i3 in Clrist | and settied a_t,Ancas'.er, in 1834, and removed
Jesus.” May the Lord tes:h them savingly and  to Hamilton in 1845, He studied fur the med.-
1o profit! o ] . cal profession at Mareschal College, Aberdeen,

A number of prizes was distributed to | aud the Universities of Edinburgh and Dublin,
deserving pupils. —taking degrees in all. While practising in
his native country, he had the patronage of the

DEATH OF AN OLD PIONEER. lustDuko.ofGordon, and stood deser_vcdly high
Died at Nairn, Towaship of Wiltiams, ¢. W. on | 23 3 Practitioner. The doctor was a ripe scholar,
the 27th of August, Dgnnld Mclatosh, Esq. | krobsbly one of tbe first in Upper Canada,—

at the advanced age of 75 vears. Me left and held a high position as a§cientiﬁc authority
Nairnshire, Scotland, with his parents in 1304. mlme}eoroxl{?{;y,f})otrtny,‘ borticulture, and %g“'
and settled in Caledonia, State of New York, ‘gu ture. His efforts asa meteorologist have
In 1831 he moved to Canada, and settled in the { of ANy years beea chronicled montbly ia
Township of Williams, being the first settler tlxc;q columns ’flqd he frequgmly l_ent assistance
in the Towaship. For many years he acted as | 0.2 journal of science published in_connection
agent for the Canada Company, took very with the Smithsonian Institate, at Washington.
much interest in public affnirs. and was the As a member of the Board of Arts, his labours
feading man in the district, until old age were of the most valuable cbaracter;and the
overtook him. Many a settler now in comfort. | 00re Mechanics’ Institute is greatly indetcd to
able circumstances will ever remember with | Dis 0xertions. As a physician and surgeon, the
gratitude his many acls of unostentatious loss of his large and extensive experience will
kindness in their times of want. He leaves a | ¢ W'de}y f?lt.‘ is kindness of heart and
widow and one daughter, Mrs. J. G. McIatosh, i generous disposition rendered him a favorite;
of the city of London, and a large circle of ! and nomember of the profession could have beer
relatives and friends to lament his death  Mr. | OT¢ _e‘stcemcd by bis patients. The loss of oue
Mclntosh was, we understand, warmly attach- so umxersstléy reap(:icted will be dec?l_\ felt, a'nd
od to the Church of Scotland, and 2 willing ?o-onc ha: dcpartc from g(;nonrg "]° t(;‘ho (_:oulg
supporter of every good cause. 1ave crealed a greater void. e had cnjoye
remarkably good health—in fact was seldom,
. if ever, known to be ill; but last winter he had
WILLIAM CRAIGIE, ESQ, M.D. a severe attack, from which he never completely
Tu-day it becomes our painful duty torecord | rallied. He weat about, however, 2nd was al-
the death of another old and valued resident of | most asactive as ever thirough the greater part
this aity, who has gone from amongst us full of ; of this summer, but a few weeks since he hal
years, but in the midst of his usefulness. We ; & retarn of the malady, which finally obtainel
know of no man who ever cnjoyed a larger . the mastery of him, aud he died yesterday a”
share of public esteem in this community than i ternoon.— Humilton Spectator, Aug. 11.
De. William Craigie, and we are sure thatno | Dr. Craigie was a n.2mber of St. Andrew’s
<aue could have lived a more blameless or useful | Church, Hamiltoxn.

QArfide Eommunieated.

NOTES OF A VISIT TO THE LOWER | name from the small lake, with an is'and
PROVINCES. in the centre, on the margin of which it

Br Pricreat Letren. is situated. The passengers spend the Sal:-

June 20th. I | ft Montreal at 5 o'clock; bath here, and proceed on their journey on

P. M, in company with the Rev. Mr. Snod-| Monday morning. This suspension of all
grass, who had a cowmmissivn, as well as| railway labour is a graceful homage to the
myself, from the Synod of Canada to the! sacredness of the Sabbath. Thouzh the
Synods of Nova Scotia and New Bruns-! deiay and t'  lotel expense must often
wick. We arrived at Island Pond late on| prove a great inconvenience, yet none op
Baturday night. The place receives its| the pissengers seemed to regard this a
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any ground of complaint. They felt that
the blessing of Sabbath rest was cheaply
gained at such cost. A small church has
been erected chiefly for the convenience of
railway passengers and employés. Mr.
Snodgrass officiated on the afterncon,
and a congregational minister of the State
of Maine officiated on the forenoon and
evening. The form of worship observed
was interesting in connection with the pre-
ent controversies in the Church of Scotland
regarding innovations. It scemed to be a
compromise between all forms. The peo-
ple stood at the singing of one of the
psalms and sat at the singing of another.
They also sat and stood alternately at the
prayers. At one of the hymns the people
turned their backs to the pulpit and faced
towards the choir in the front gallery.
There was evidently no principle observed,
and the various postures were simply a mat-
ter of comfort and convenience. There was
a melodeon to aid the choir, but the people
did not join in the singing. Tle people
who formed the regular congregation had
no Bibles, and the American preacher did
not seem to expect that the Bible should
be consulted. e read his text before he
told where it was to be found. There are
other signs that the Bible is fast becoming
an obsolete book in many parts of the
United States.  This is not surprising, when
we koow that it is a proscribed bock
in the American schools. A chapter
may be read by the master, but anything
like the teaching of the Bible is carefully
avoided. The argument for banishing the
Bible from the American school, is that it
should be taught in the Sabbath school;
but one hour per week, even though it were
wholly devoted to the Bible, would be but
a poor substitute for the daily teaching of
it.  The result of the common school sys-
tem of the States is that even the clergy
are but indifferently versed in the Scriptures.
June 22nd. We left Island Pond early on
Monday morning and arrived in the after-
noon at Portland. The invigorating effects
of the sea breezes were at once felt. This
is due not so much to the cooler tempera-
ture as to the presence of saline particles
in the atmosphere. The spectrum analy-
sis detects sall in the most inland parts of
the country ; but the proportion is too small
for the wants of the human constitution,
and hence the bracing effect of a residence
on the sea coast where the proportion is
reater. The evening, which we spent on
ard the fine Steamer, New England, was
enlivened by warm discussions on the subject

. esting account of her tribe.
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of the war, The Americans were divided
into two parties,—the democrats and repu-
blicans—the British occasionally throwing
in a word, The democrats criticised very
severely the conduct of government, espe-
cially in reference to the Vallandigham
affair. The most intelligent party was thc
negro steward, who did not venture to en-
gage openly in the discussion, though he
surprised a small knot of listeners by bLis
thorough acquaintarce with the subject,
and his familar knowledge of modern and
ancient history. His sympathies were with
the North,

June 23rd. We arrived at St. John New
Brunswick about 4 o’clock in the afternoon,
aud after spending an hour with Dr. Donald
westarted by the railway for Shediac, where
we spent the night.

June 24th, Westarted early in the morn-
ing by stecamer for Charlottetown in Prince
Edward Island. We had as a fellow pas-
senger an old sjuaw, eighty years of age,
who spoke English well, and gave an inter-
She receives a
small pension from government, being
nearly related to the chief of the Micmacs.
She, like the rest of her tribe, is of the
Roman Catholic religion. It seems that the
carly Jesuit fathers extended their labours
to the Lower Provinces, and they laboured
so successfully, that the Indians, without al-
most any exception, are devoted Roman Ca-
tholics, On approaching the Island, one is
strack with red line marking the bounda-
ries of tae coast. This is due to the colour
of the sandstone which belongs to the new
sandstone formation. Almost the whole
Island is composed of this formation, and,
from the friable nature of the strata, no
stones are to be found in the soil. The
soil is so easily worked, that, as a farmer
expressed it, the horses might trot at the
plough. We arrived at Charlottetown in
the afternoon. In the evening we were
introduced to the Synod, and on delivering
our commissions, we were asked to sit and
deliberate with the members. The Synod
proceeded to discuss the subject of a foreign
mission. Though s0 small a body, and
struggling to support the gosgel at home,
they felt the obligation and the policy of
undertaking a mission to the heathen.
They had alvertised for a missionary to
the South Sea Islands, but they agreed to
take into consideration the desirableness of
uniting with the mother Church in a mis-
sion to Ceylon, the final selection of.the
field to be determined at a future meeting
The discussions in point of ability and ear-
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‘nestness would do credit to any court of
‘the Church of Scotland, and the laity took
‘their own share in the debates. The Synod
received an important accession to their
numbers a few years ago in the return of
several young men who had gone to the
University of Glasgow to complete their
-studies, ~ Their ::ﬁlege career was very
brilliant. The highest honours were gained
‘by them in almost every department. They
returned with an ardent love to the Church
of Scotland, and with the resolution to de-
vote their best energies to her service in the
Synod of Nova Scotia. New life was at once
infused into the Synod. More recently,
the Colonial Committee of the Church
of Scotland designated nine new mission-
aries to the Synod. Five of these have
already arrived, and the other four are ex-
pected to arrive at an early date. The
number of ministers will then be the same
.as before the secession of 1843, viz. 23.
The missionaries already appointed to
-charges have met with a most gratifying
reception, and promise to be zealous and
successful labourers.

June 25th. Financial matters chiefly oc-
-eupied the time of the Synod. We joined
a party of ministers to pay our respects to
Mr. Dundas the Governor; Colonel Gray, the
leader of the government and a member of
the Synod, introdueing us. We afterwards
visited the residence of the Colonel on the
banks of one of the three rivers flowing in-
to the harbour. It had the air of an old
‘country mansion of England, though the
grounds were reclaimed from the forest only
a few years ago, The clumps of trees ju-
diciously left in the park, and the long car-
riage drive through the forest, gave one the
idea that he was travelling through grounds
that required the care of successive gene-
rations to bring them to such perfection.
The task was simply the clearing instead
of the growing of trees.

June 26th. The Dalhousie College was
the chief subject of discussion to-day. This
College is situated at Halifax, and has al-
ways been a fajlure notwithstanding the
‘many altempts to raise it to importance as
an _eduogmonal institution, One chief cause
.of its failure was that it did not engage the
sympathy of any of the leading denomina-
tions. An act was passed last session of Par-
liament reorganizing the College, and put-
ting it on an entirely new basis; and the
members of the Synod of the Church of
Scotland took an active part in bringing
about this new arrangement. According

¢ this act any denomiuation is entitled to
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endow professorships, and for every profes-
sor they are entitled to ap'Foiut a member
of the governing body. The endowment
must be a capital sum yielding at least
£300 yearly. The Synod expects to endow
one chair, and the other Presbyterians of
the Province two chaira. Otber chairs will
be endowed from the present revenue of
the College. It is hoped that the number
of chairs in the Arts department will be, ia
all, six. The Presbyterian Church is to
merge its present College at Truro, in Dal-
housie College, which has now received a
University charter. The members of the
S{nod cordially sympathize with the efforts
of the Synod of Canada to get her licen-
tiates recognized by the mother Church,
and will not be satisfied unless the curricu-
lum at Dalhousie be such as can be re-
cognized at home. The constitution of the
Co%lege is novel, as in no other University
that I am aware of, is the appointment of
professors and governors in the hands of
different denominations acting in their de-
nominational capacity.

The various parties, however, enter into
the arrangement with the hope that by
mutual forbearance, sectarian asperities will
not be allowed to interfere with the working
of the institution, and that one denomina-
tion will not seek to bias the students of
another. Inthe Scotch Colleges, the pro-
fessors belong to various denominations,
but the denominations have nothing to do
with their appointment or removal, and the
tendency is for the professors to shrink
from anything like the serving of denomi-
national ends. By the constitution of Dal-
housie College, the professors are appointed
in the interest of their respective denomi-
nations. If the experiment succeed, it will
shew that denominations, while retaining
their individuality, may co-operate in, and
thus promote the unity of the Church, to a
much larger extent than is at present sup-
posed possible. The establishment of the
College at Halifax will hawe important bear-
ings on the Church of Canada. At present
a large proportion of the students of divi-
nity come from Nova Scotia, but few or
none have gone back to labour there as
ministers, The establishment of Dalhousic
College is designed to educate students in
the Province, so that their sympathies may
be with the people of Nova Scotia. It has
been found that when students are edu-
cated in Canada or Scotland, their desira
is to remain in these countries. By the
establishment of Dalhousie College maay of
the vouth of Nova Scotia will be retained to
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serve there in the ministry, butit is prob: Jle
that a larger number than at present will
find their way into the Synod of Canada.
At present very few of the youth of the
Province receive a universit v educativn, but
it is expected that, by the establishment of
Dalhousie College, the number wiil be
'argely increased, the facilities being so
much greater. A very large number of the
sons of fanners, who may have no taste for
agricultural pursuits, leave for the United
States to push their fortune there: but
were proper facilities aflorded, many of this
<lass would prefer studying at a Provincial
University with the view of preparing fur
the learned professions. In this way it is
probable that more wiil be induced to turn
their attention to the ministry than the
wants of Nova Scotin mayv require, and the
most natural ficld for this surplus will he
Canada.

It is not contemplated at present te
cstablish a Divinity Hall in connedtion
with Dalhousie College. For years to
come, a supply of two or three licentiates
annuzlly will be sufficient to meet the
wants of the church: aud such a number
would not warrant the establishment of a
+2aff of suitably qualified professors. The
eirvinity students supported by the Synod
must therefore be sent o Canada or Scot-
land. In order to get the benefit of the
services of the Divinity students as cate-
Lists in the sunmer months,it will be more
cobvenient to send them to Canada than
ts Scotland. By labouring s catechists
m Nowva Scotia, their sympathies will be
with their own Province. At present the
temptation to remain in Canada does not
arise from their studving there, but from
their labouring 1here as catechists during
the summer. It is vers natwal that a
ilcentiate should wi-h to remain with a
cengregation, which ke nizs himseli built
up as a catechist; and o a sphere be as-
signed to him in Nova Scotia as a catechist,
118 most likely that his heart will be there
alsq, and that he will net seck to leave when
he obtzins License. There i 2 general fecl-
ing in the Svnod that the mat offectal
way of extending the church is by mising
a native ministrv, who will act as mission-
anes or catecmsis during the summer
wenths of the coilege curriculum, and thus
serve as ploneers for the establishment of
peamanent co aregations. Unless we have
a machimnery calculated to deal with a
riere handful of people at the outset, it
wil be impossible to make any advance.

The difftcuity lies not in the app intment of . world,
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ministers to congregations already made,but
in the making of new congregations. The
catechist systemn meets the difficulty, and
Lerce the importance of bhaving our stu-
dents educated within reach of the sphere
of their future labours.

June 27. 1 had the pleasure of meeting
to day the Rev. Donald MeDonald, o
whum I Lad often heard in Scotland, and
whose life fonns one of the most singuiar
chapters in the history of missionary enter-
prise. Though he attended the meetings
of the Syuwd, he Las not pat himself under
its jurislivtion. Ile prefers holding 2
direet connea tion with the church of Scot-
Iand. He was licensed by the Presbytery of
S Andress, uand was ordained by the
Prexlntery of Abertar. It is now 34
years since he came te the Island.  As
that perivd the « itlers from the Highlands
of Scotland were without ministers, and
hal suuk into astaic of great religious
iditferenee. Withent a mission from any
churcii. he devoted himself to the task
of supplying  the spiritual  destituiion
None but the bravest heart could bave
faced the privations and sufferings he
endurcd.  With the zcal and heroism of 3
Xavier, he braved the wild beasts of the
forest, the almost Aretie severnity of the
chimate, and above all the ir itference and
degradation of the people. 1His fect were
covered with untanned moccasins.  He
walk:d on snow-shoes and biazed his way
through the pathless forest with his hatchet.
e had no home to shelter him. He was
contented with the chance shelter of the
rudest hut or sharty, 2nd with the coarsest
fare. He carried no scrip, and he had no
money in his purse. The sorest trial of
his faith was to brave, in the crowded hut,
the cutancous aifections to which hiscour-
trymen are proverbially said to be subject,
tat he passed courageously through even
this ondeal.  Ile would take no rewaru
for his labours except the primitive
hasp.tality of the people. Such disinteresi-
ed selfsacrifice had a higher reward. The
people learned to love and honour him. and
he soon grained an at solute sway over them.
His influence has now so widely ex-
tended, that he has thirteen churches
He makes a circuit anong them from
Sabbath to Sablath. And he has cldens
1o conduit the devotions when he is not
himseli present. The peeple are now dis
tinguished by their Ficty, indrstry, and
iemperance.  To maxe them a peculiar
prople, and to mark thera off from the
as  the Ieraclites were o
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the heathen nations around, their pastor
Las enjoined the apostolic kiss on all, and
has forbidden the eating of purk. The bodily
exercises at public worship alsv form a
marked peculiarity. The peopie un account
fthese excrcises, receive the opprobrious
names of “Jerkers,” *Kickers,” “Jum-
pers” &c. Theterm “ jurk™ describes the
peculiar motivn of the Licad when the con-
gregatiun is affected.  The head is cunvul-

sivels jerked furward, the chin falling upon |

the
backwards.
company these movaments.
gregation going through  these exercises
preseuts a very singular spectacle. The
serks are evidently mvaluntary. The people
Zeel, that when wrought into acertain state

Lreast, and then suddenly jerked
Cries of distress usnally ...

A wholecon- |
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the party tu step, and the work ccases at
Lis command. In some of the revivals of
New England, the jerhs furmed & preininent
characteristic, Lut it was found that they
spread as if by coutagion, without any
religious Inpressivhin. Sumetimes the sensi-
tive suljects were se.zed with the jerks on
horstback.  Sometimes they were attacked
in sleep, and, starting up, contivued jerking
fora considerable time. One prerson commu-
nicated the jerhs o another without the
intervention of any riglous iupression, so
that the jerks is not a proof per se thatthe
sul jeot Las undergone any religions change.
Mr. M(Donald is saved from any practical
error Ly maittaining the sapremacy of the

" Bible no the rulc of life, and by insisting on

of mind, they cannot prevent the access .

of the jerks.
way to anuthur uxercise, that of dancing,

After 2 time, the jerks give |

singing, and clapping of the hands.  This |

s a joyful erxeicise, and reprecents the
gladness of the sinner when set free from
the convictions of sin. Accutding to Mr.
McDonald's nomenclature, the proper
name of the jerk is “ stroke,” and the joy-
ful exercise is the ** work.” When these

exercises at first appeared about 30 years |
ago, he did nut kavw how to interpret

them, but as they were accompanied with
deep religivus feclings, and a change of
character, hie regarded them as the direct
work of the Holy Spirit.  With this view
.f the subject, Le felt bound to encourage
the work, and in the course of time it
tecarmme the most characteristic feature of

'
f
|
!
i

Lis form of worship. Somctimes the work |
comes like & strong tempest, and at other
periods it subsides into a gentle brecze. It

reached ®s climax shortly after the Iate re-
markable revisals in Ircland, but, unlike
these revivaly, it continues in full furce. It
B not surprising that Mr. McDonald
should at first be perplescd by these pey-
ctical phenomena, as he did not enjuy the

sdvantage of thuse researches which Lave !
‘bed <o much Eght upon the suiject. S 3017
Lis practical gowd sensc has prevented him

‘rom falling nto grave crror.

While he'

:rknowlcd;gal the fact that the genuine |

cperations of the Holy Spirit m=x, be

accompanied by such strong cmotions as .

i produce vioient phisiologeal effucts, st™
8 v Y M

w¢ percaived that these cfTects might be
prepagated withuat any supernataral uper-
anons. Somclimes the cxcrcises are
exhibited in a very striking furm by thuse
wka he is confident, have no true spiri

a walk and cunversation becvming the Gos-
pel.  He has been somctimes accused of
Antinemiavisin. But this Las anisen from
the too strengiy figurative manner in which
Le speaks of Paul’s distinction brtween the
natural and spiritual clements in the beart
of the renewed mwan.  Mr. McDonald
speaks quaintly of the spiritual Donald. and
the natural Dounald —of the old Donaly, and
the new Donald.  Ile sumetimes alludes to
the old Dounald as a being quite distinct
from himself.  But the orror is unconly of
phrasculogy ; he entirely repudiates the idea

, that the new Donald is not responsibie for

the deeds of the oid Dotald.  The resuit
ot bis labvurs affurds a practical proof of
this. His followers are distinguished by
the exemjrary character of their lives, Jud
are willing to make any sacrifice for the
cause of teligion.  Mr. McDonald is now
about €0 wvears of age but retains the
viguur ana sivacity of youth. Iis cha-
macter in many respects rescmbles that of
Weslev. He i a hearty, Lilarious man,
with & keen appreciation of the humcrous.
Hc has notlirg morase or repulsive in his
character ; but, like Wesley, he has a won-
derful insight (nto Lumaa nature, and extra-
ordinary tact in geverning Lis ont people
and advancing their inteiests. From being
an olject of reproach and perscution, he
is now a personage of grcat consideration
in the community. ILis fullowers @an now
turn the clections and decide the fate of
governn ante. It is often tohim a theme
of fervent amiituue that the once despised
Donald is new cwtled and honoured asthe
fit associate of wmen of Ligh degree. He i,
however, huntir, awd takes tunc of the
glory to himse’™™  He is dictinguished by
the sternress of bk Calvinism and  his
unswers nz ovalls to the charch of Scat-

%al convictinng, and in stch a case hetedls " land,  He isa man o f kindls fecitrgs but
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be has no charity to Arminianism, He
cannot sec how the Arminian can be saved.
When it was objected that the Wesleyans,
who hold Arminian doctrine, could some-
times exhibit bodily exercises very similar
to the work among his own followers, his
ready reply was that these were lying won-
ders; and, like the rods of the Egyptian
magicians, his rod would swallow them up.
He ascribed these bodily exercises to
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Satanic agency, wisely allowed to exhibit
the superiority of the work under a
Calvinistic ministry. AN the churches
erected by him are deeded to the church of
Scotland ; so that when he has departed,
they will stand as a8 monument of his affec-
tion to the dear old church, which gave
him his commission, and in whose service

he has spent a long life of heroic fortitude
| and endurance.

The Churches and their Plissions.

CaNapa.—During the past year not in a
single Presbytery of the Canada Presbyterian
Church has there been a diminution of commu-
picants. In some the increase has been small,
but in all, there has been more or less ; 50 that
over the whole, about 2,000 have been added to
the roll of membership in full communion. In
every other item of numbers the same feature
is to be noticed in them all. Increase of
Sabbath Scholars to the extent of 4,000; of
ministers, 8; of preaching stations, 100; of
attendants on public ordinances 5,000 ; making
about 40,000 communicants ; 70,000 attendants
on ordinances; 25,000 Sabbath scholars;
between 500 and 600 preaching places; and
about 240 ministers.

There are some curious revelations in the fi-
nancial department, a good number of which
are as discreditable to the parties more imme-
diately concerned as they are curious.
matter of stipend for instance, let us see what
these returns say to all. We have then the very
unpleasant general fact that upwards of $16,-
000 (sixteen thousand dollars) of stipend pro-
mised was not paid. Considering the very
small stipend, generally promised, this gives us
an idea of suffering on the part of a good num-
ber of the ministers of the church which is per-
fectly appalling. Letus just take the lowest in
each Presbytery and see what some people
think a minister can live upon, and maintain
the position rigidly required even by those who
may be the most backward to supply him with
the wherewithal.

Let us just take them in the order given.
Kingston Presbytery has a congregation which
gave its minister in the course of the year,
$123 ; Cobourg, one $244 ; Ontario, one $390 ;
Guelph, $424 ; Stratford, $254 ; Huron, $168;
Grey, $165.75; Toronto, $310; Montreal,
$140; Ottawa, $260; London, $240; Brock-
ville, $280; Paris, $400; Hamilton, $385.

This in some respects beats even Macaulay’s
“Poor Levite” in the days of James the Se-
cond. One hundred and twenty-three dollars
a year, the minimum stipend of the Canada
Presbyterian Church! Why we venture to
¢ay that there is not a farmer in that con-
gregation but pays his * hired man” that sum
and boards him into the bargain. The average

attendance in that congregation is given at !
"280, so that this is somewhat less than half a :

dollar a piece for the year for the support of

In the |

the gospel. If that is not “ playing st reli-
gion,” we don’t know what i3.—Canada
Observer,

We are glad to hear that the present seasion
of Victoria College commences with evi-
dences of the unabated confidence of the
country. We hear from oprivate sources
that a large number of students are already in
attendance. The Cobourg Sun says:—¢ Ws
this week call attention to the opening of this
University, whose fame is wide spread, and
whose results are exhibited in the large number
of her alumni, who adorn the different learned
professions in every corner of our land. We
understand that not one of the graduates of the
college was unsuccessful at the late exam-
inations before the Law Society."eChristian
Guardiun,

CoLvyeia.—The union of the old and the new
school Presbyterians in California is almost cor.-
summated. Both parties appear quite anxious for
it, and only await the sanction of the Asgem-
blies in the Eastern States to which they
respectively belong. Congregationalists and
Presbyterians are also drawing more closely
together. And an editorial staff of ministers
representing the three denominations referred
to appear to co-operate harmoniously in the
publication of a weekly—The Pacific.

The Lord Bishop of Columbia leaves for
England by next steamer, after & sojourn of
three years in hig extensive mission field. As
has been remarked by the local press, s great
change has passed over these colonies since hig
arrival.  Our auriferous wealth wag then
confined to the Fraser. There was no Cariboo, -
no Peace River, no Stekin, no coast routes,
no gettlers in this colony beyond the
district of Victoria—but two schools on'this
island, and none in British Columbia. Our
town, from a few shanties, has become a rich,
populous, and well built city, our harboor
thronged with ships. Roads radiate into the
island. Thriving settlements dot the colony,
whilst the frail canoe of the Indian has given
place to a fleet of coasters. Great roads tra-
verse British Columbia. Hamlets have becoms
towns. On the top of our Sierras, where white
man's foot, three years ago, never trod, thers
are now flourishing towns, inhabited by & po-
pulation unsurpassed for dauntless enterprise
and thrift, and where the earth, as if struck
with the Midas wand of the magician, has hesy
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changed into favuious heaps of gold, making
the poor suddenly rich, and attracting
thousands from the utmost parts of the earth.
The Bishop has visited every inhabited part of
his diocese, comprising 250,000 square miles.
He has seen as much of these colonies as any
traveller on this northern coast, and it may be
supposed that he will carry with him to
England a treasury of interesting facts, and
tbat favourable issues will attend his visit.
He goes to England, we believe, with the inten-
tion of obtaining, if possible, an Episcopal
coadjutor for this colony (Vancouver Island),
and it is to be hoped he may find a friend of the
Church disposed to follow the noble example
of Miss Coutts in founding a new see. Being
in possession, too, of one of the finest sites for
a cathedral on this coast, he may be expected
to do a little in the begging line, and we wish
him great success.

The Presbyterians are building & handsome
charch, which is nearly finished. They arc
about to erect another in the capital of British
Columbia, The Wesleyans purpose to enlarge
their fine church in this city, to accommodate
their growing congregration,

All the churches have improved of late, not
in numbers merely, but in appearance also. A
year ago very few females were to be seen in
ouar churches; now a goodly proportion of
. the fair sex attend, which lends agreeable relief
to our religious gatherings. It is melancholy
to relate that there are sixty dram-shops in this
city, which comprises little over 4000 inhabi-
tante. To counteract their influence, three or
four temperance societies have been organized
in succession in a3 many years.~ Christian Work. |

Lasrapor.—The Moravian missionary ship,
Harmony, has been again despatched to Labra-
dor, with provisions, stores, and useful articles,
for the brethren labouring there and their con-
verts. The Harmony also takes out the Rev. !
Theodore Bourquin and his wife, who were go-
ing out as missionaries, with the special object
of revising the grammar and dictionary of the
Esquimaux language, with which they are both
familiar. They will also revise the translations
of the Scriptures which had been made into
Esquimaux. This language is substantially the
same in Greenland, Labrador, along the north-
ern coast of America, and on the Polar basin
&8 far as Bebring’s Straits.— Evan.Christendom.

Nova Scomia.—We have had & most delight-
ful meeting of Synod. Charming weather,
evory attention from all classes of our friends
ip Charlottetown, & good attendance of mem-
bexs lay 8nd clerical, important business trans-
scled with order and harmony, the presence
sud. most valuable assistance of the Very
Reverend Principal Leitch and the Rev. Mr.
Soodgrass from Canada, are some of the ele-
ments that contributed to make this meeting
of our highest Church Court the most pleasant
of any that we have ever attended.

The three great questions before the
were the Home Mission, the Foreign Mission
and Dalhousie College. It was felt with
respect to the first of these, that if united and
vigorous action were not taken by all our Pres-
byteries and Congregations, we would be dis- |
graead for ever iv the sight of the Church of ;

Synod
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Scotland. Eight missionaries have been sent
tous in consequence of our earnmest appeals
through the Rev. Mr. McKay, and we have
room for them all. Five have already landed
on our shores, and before this is printed, the
other three will probably have arrived. The
Colonial Committee have paid the passages
and outfits of the whole eight, and they under-
stand that our people will pay the great pro-
portion of the salaries guaranteed, £150 ster-
ling, annually, to each, for at least three years.
This we can do, if we look to it in time. Let
the men be settled over the vacant congrega-
tions without delay, and let those congregations
pay them from the day they first received their
services. No congregation should offer less
than from 330 to 600 dollars, and they should
pay in advance. Let, then, the Lay Associa-
tion or Home Mission in each Presbytery sup-
plement as much as possible, and then, but
only then, if there be any deficit, we may apply
to the Colonial Committee to make it up.
This was the plan enjoined by the Synod. and
as there was no Home Mission Association in
the Presbytery of Prince Edward Island, they
saw that one was established immediately after
the rising of the Court. A general Home
Mission Board was then appointed to correspond
with the various Presbyterial agencies, to see
how the work was done in each Presbytery,
to suggest improvements in the organization
if necessary, and to aid out of the Funds raised
by the Church door collections, so that at any
rate not more than £50 sterling per annum
should be asked for any minister or missionary
from the Colonial Committee. For few shouid
8o much be asked; for none should a larger

| sum be required.

When Dr. Leitch and Mr. Snodgrass entered
the Synod, we were engaged discussing the
Foreign Mission Scheme ; and on this question
the information, counsel, and exhortations
given by these gentlemen were highly appre-
ciated by all. The hearts of both seemed to
be in mission work, and they spoke with a
wisdom and warmth and knowledge of the
subject that was of the utmost advantage to
us. The committee appointed by the Synod
reported that they had corresponded with
various great Missionary Societies abroad, by
all of whom the South Sea Islands had been
recommended as the most desirable field for
us ; that the expense of maintaining a single
missionary there would be 600 dollars per
annum, and that we could depend on raising
such a sum, or even perhaps as much as would
maintain two missionaries. Dr, Leitch, how-
ever, brought before us the fact that the Mother
Church was anxious that one of the Colonial
Churches should start a Foreign Mission in
Ceylon, where the Church of Scotland has
already seven ministers labouring among Chris-
tian congregations, and where, consequently,
converts could be looked after and brought
within the fold of our Church. Our committee
was accordingly recommended by the Synod
to go forward, ag it bad already been doing,
80 a8 to secure a suitable misgionary, and in
the meantime to correspond with the com-
mittee of the Mother Church to ascertain on
what terms and in what manner we could co-
operate with ber in a mission to Ceylon.
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Am overture was introduced into the Synod,
during its session in New Glasgow, in 1862, re-
commending that a conference be held between
a committee of our Synud, and any committee
which may be appoiated by the other Presbyte-
rian Synod, upon the subject of the higher ed-
ucation in connection with Dalhousie College.
This overture Laving beea passed unanimously,
a conference was accordingly held wherein it
was conciuded, that it was expedient for the
two Synods to cu-operate 1n higher educativn

in connectivn with Dalhousie Cullege, and that |
the governors of that institution should be ap- |
proached, with the view of ascertaining how .

far they would be disposed to meet the views
of the Synods.

A few weeks later, the two |

committees came to an agreement upon Such S
. to induce them, in their respective schools ¢

points s the following .—That Dalhousic Col-
lege should be, not a denominational, but a
provincial institution; that no religious test
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Canada. Another motion wa3 also adopted
recommending that 2 collection be made this
year for the same object.

Dr. Henderson, in name of the Committee o»
the Indian Orphanage Echeme, gave n the
Report. $94,20 had been contributed by fuu-
Sabbath Schools, and daly transmitted. The
Committee was re-appointed, after which Dr
Henderson, Dr. Leitch, and other member?
addressed the Synod, cach of them giving
much isteresting infurmation on the subject '
these Orphanages. Dr. Brooke moved that the
Synod recommend to the several ministers
within their bounds, to bring this subject befors
the young persons attending their Sabbars
Schools, and endeavour to engage their sym-
pathies on behalf of orphan girls in India, an?

make an efiort to support, or to aid in sup-

' porting an orphan at onc or other of thes

shouid be exacted; that the Governors should :

be appointed by the Governor in Council, and
not removable at pleasure, that any denom-
ination, corporation or individual, endowing

1

institutions in ladia.
+Dr. Donald moved that, whereas The Jure.

. nile Presbylerian has been found very usef:

sud sustaining a chair or chairs, should be

represented by an additional governor for
every such chair; that the existing vacancies at
the Board should be filled up by suitable per-
sons from other denominations, not Prasbyte-
rian, and that our own deromiantion should
meantime keep the capital funds in our own
haunds, giving the yicldings onls to the support
of chairs.

A bill embodying the principles agreed to by
the Governors, was prepared, submitted to the

Legislature of Nova Scotis, and passed at last . '
o ' , y * It was moved and carried, ”

session. The whole proceedings of the Com-

mittee having been laid before the Synod this .

summer, received theirapprobation, and an Ed-

ucationa! Board was appointed, consistiag prin- - .
rp ; sheg b * course, and who are to study at Queen’s Col-

cipaliy of laymen, and representing as much =3

possible, the different sections of the Church in

Halifax, Pictou, and Prince Edward Island.
Wewere perrectly unanimous in our decision :

in the other Presbyterian body there was a -

strong miaority opposed to it. pretty much on
the ground that “x hird in the hand is worth
two in the bush."—3Moaltkiy Record.

Nrw Bress®icr.—The branch of the Charch
of Scotland in this Province met in Synod, in
St Andrew's Charch, Si. John, on the 12th of
Augast ; the Rev. James A.
Bathurst, Moderstor. The meeling seems to
have been highly practical and sgreeable. The
Yery Rev. Dr. Leitch, Prncipal of Queen's
College, Canada,and the Res. George M. Grant,
and Dr. Avery, of Halifax, were present as
representatives from the Synods of Canadaand
Nova Scotia, respectively.

Dr. Leitch addressed the Srnod, on the sub-
ject of tae Jew:sh Mission, explaming the pre-
seat position of the Synod of Canada. in regard
o the same, and giving some details ia refer-
ence to the plan which ther had at present in
<iew, for establishing a Mission at Berrout.

in stirricg up a missionary spirit among ths
young, the Syrnod recormmend that the cires.
lation of this periodical be encouraged among
the clildren of their respective Sabbath Schoo's
Which motivan being seconded, was unanimous-
ly agreed to.

Dr. Donald, Ccnvener of the Birzary Fund
Committee reported in their behalf. Favourab's
accounts were given of the Students aided by
the fund, though one who had finished his
studies at Edinburh declined to return to the
Province. The lreasurer's statement showed
a charge of $313.89,and a discharge of $209 03

 That the Rursary Scheme be continued
but that in future, Bursaries be given only t*
students who are entering on their theologica’

lege, Canada; and to such; only on the con-
dition that they return; 2t the closc of eact
session, to labor as Catechists. under the jaris.
diction of onc or other of the Presbyteries of
this Synod.”

An cacouraging report on a proposed Tem-
poralitics fund was submitted, showing chiedy

- the liberal efforts of the Church in St. John i

Murray of ,

Whereupon it was moved by Dr. Hendesson, |

and ananimously agreed that the moner col-
iected 1n thas Synod, for the Jewish Mission.
which is at preseat in the Savings' Baxk, be
tranemitted to the General Treasurer for that

- —

its hehalf, and a central Committee was
appointed to stic up the local Committess
throughout the Province. .
A long and animated discussion on the unid:
of the Srnods of Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick formed a principal part of the proceedings
Principal Leitch and Mr, Grant spoke at leagt®
in facour of the union. It was jussdy deemes
a matter of grave importance, and though o°
great obstacle appeared in the way of it, the
Srrod judged it best to let it iie over for
another year, affirming at the same time %
qreat desirableness. In a deliveranc: to thxf
~ :t Representatives were appointed to atleas
the next mecting of the Nova Scotian Syasd
and the Res. John Wells of New Richmoad
with any elder who may be inclimed to ar-
company him, was appointed a representaiise
to the Srnod of Canada. .
The Srnod discussed an overture proposiag
a Committee 10 report on the suitableness for
use .n iis charches of the collection of hymas

Mission, now to be underiakan by the Syaodof published by 2 Committee of the Genersl As-
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-gembly, but the appointment of such a Com-
mittee was considered inadvisable. Itis possible
that the Synod of New Brunswick may find
the forthcoming hymn book of the Synod of
Canada such as they desire.

The Home Mission report showed that the
Colonial Committee had aided the church
during the past year by an expenditure in its
behalf of £572.8.10 stg. The Churches in the
Province have raised for the fund $411.67.

Liberal arrangements were made for assist-
ing the Church in Nova Scotia in the publica-
tion of The Monthly Record.

ExgLaNxp.—The appointment of Bishop Tro-
wer, formerly Bishop of Glasgow in the Scot-
tish Episcopal Church, to the see of Gibraltar,
has given rise to much warm controversy among
the different parties of the Church as to whe-
ther Scottish consecration can be acknowled-
ged by the Church of England. The High Church
party maintains the validity of Scottish orders;
the Low Church denies it. The question is under-
going legal investigation, and the final steps
are consequently postponed.

The Wesleyan Methodist Conference has met
this year in Shefield. The Rev. Dr. QOsborn,
oce of the secretaries of the Foreign Missions,
was elected President. The various reports
were read, as usual, at previous meeting of the
special committees. The General Education
Committee gave the following statistics:—
There were 550 day-schools, attended by 78,
482 pupils, (an increase of 2430 in the year) ;
average attendance, 57,000. Children’s pence,
29, 759L.; total income of the schools, 46,8441,
Sabbath schools, 4200; scholars, 536,319 (an
increase of 29,484). Average attendance, 385,
911 ; increase, 13,739. In Bible-classes, 6734;
teachers, 91,922 ; teachers in society, 78,312.
Annual cost, 39,960/. The Chapel Building
Committee reported that 228 cases had been
sanctioned, including 90 chapels, 10 schools,
69 alterations, 28 organs, and 27 modifications
of cases previously sanctioned; involving an
expense of 134,887.. (an excess of 26 cases and
12,5400, outlay on the year). A large and
handsome chapel at Southport will be wholly
defrayed by one gentleman. Thirty-two cha-
pels are to be placed out of debt, while others
will only lie under small and temporary debts.
Seventeen chapels, one minister’s house, and
five pieces of land have been sold, but five of the
chapels are to be replaced, and only three have
})een abandoned. Erections completed 234,
involving an outlay of 30,068l.; 128 had been
built according to rule, 67 had not fulfilled the
conditions, and 29 had been undertaken irregu-
larly. The entire cost of all the erections and
enltargements had been 16%,5161., being 63,0451,
in excess of last year, and more than was ever
sanctioned in one year before.

The Co_ngregationalists report the almost
daily opening of new chapels as the result in
great part of the bicentenary effort of last
year. Many of them are very costly, and be-
token great liberality in the members of the
churches.

The Congregationalists have lost one of their
most eminent men, in the full ripeness of old
age. Dr. Raffles, so long known as one of the
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most popular and influential ministers in the
north of England, died at Liverpool in the
middle of August. He had been in that city
since the year 1812, He was known as the
author of several popular works, as well as an
eminent preacher.—Christian Work,

FRrANCE.—The Universal Israelitish Alliance
held its general annual meeting on the 18th of
June last in Paris. It shows progress, and is
definitively organized. Its members number
1386. There was a touching allusion to the
death of Sir Culling Eardley, to whom was
“rendered a last homage of pious gratitude”
for his constant sympathy and energetic con-
currence in the defence and protection of Jews
suffering persecution. The Austrian and Swiss
Jews hav: formed separate societies, working
to the same end, and acting with and appealing
to the Universal Israelite Aliance. The Presi-
dent for the new year, M. Crémieux, has put
into circulation an energetic appeal to Jews to
unite. ¢ Come to us,” he concludes. ¢‘Send
us thousands of adherents, form committees—
English, Russian, Polish, Belgian, Dutch, Ger-
man Jews,—Jews from every state of Europe,
Africa, America,—Jews from every point of the
universe into which our religion has penetrated ;
count your numbers, and unite in a fraternal
bond to the Paris Committee, which you will
always find ready to promote your best projects.
French Jews in all our towns give the example
of a devoted concurrence! Let our numbers
be a new power for the Association so pregnant
with promise, and which, although of so recent
a date has already produced fruit beyond all
hope. Take courage, brethen, we are upheld
in our noble task by the most exalted minds in
all other denominations, and are advancing
towards the true fraternity of mankind. As
for me, I have cheerfully devoted my years of
youth and maturity to defend and uphold that
sublime religion which places the morality of
the Decalogue at its base and the Unity of God
at its summit, binding thus God to man and
heaven to earth. May my old age see the
development of our holy association! In the
midst of the burning questions which agitate
the world, may it manifest itself by the frater-
nity of sentiment always ready for duty and
self-sacrifice, holding aloft upon its banner our
antique motto. ‘One God, Love forour country,
Abolition of Slavery. May I next year, in
giving up the account of the mission confided
to me, be able to announce that the Universal
Israelite Alliance extends the protection of its
innumerable branches far and wide.”

An interesting event took place last montk
in Normandy, on the spot whence William the
Conqueror set sail for England, and under the
monument which marks the point,—the inau-
guration of the Protestant Church of Beuzeral.

Four years ago a converted Roman Catholic
opened his house for the worship of God, and
since then every season has seen an increase of
Protestant bathers—those who would escape
from the noise and glare of fagshion—and the
village has become a hallowed spot to many.
On the 16th of July, six hundred persons and
twepty-four pastors of various denominations
met there, and in presence of the local autho-.

-~
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ritieg placed the Bible in the new church, whose
spire, in bright Caen stone, can be seen from
Trouville, Honfleur,"and Havre. It was a festi-
val of no ordinary character, presided over by
some of our first-rate men; and marked by
two acts of singlar felicity : 1st, the hiring of

the shore, in order to secure the promising i away even in this dark part of Turkey.

watering-place from the inroads of dissipation, ,

and to make it a resort for those who seek for
simple pleasures; and 2nd, the purchase of

|
|
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Russians, has already two fourishing schcols,
containing seventy children, and two Sunday
Schools, attended on the average by fifty scho-
lars.—Ib.

Knarroor.—It is gratifying to see evidence
that Moslem fanaticism is gradually passing

A few days since the Pasha wrote us a letter

. saying that the following day would be the

ground for building suitable habitations for
visitors, and an establishment for the indigent °
sick, who will thus be made to participate in |
the benefit of sea-breezes, as our fellow-Pro- |
testants do at Cette and Montpellier on the .

Mediterranean.—Ib.
Scorca Corony.—One of the French pastors

second anniversary of the Sultan’s coronation,
and that it wag expected that the Protestants,
as well as the other communities, would cele-
brate it in the usual way, especially by illumi-
nating their shops and public buildings. Bt
that following day was the Sabbath, and while

" all agreed that we should “ fear God” before

i

for the Department du Cher has communicated
the following interesting fact :—In that district

a Scotch colony has been established since 1430.

They were the remaing of the Scotch Guard
of Charles VIL of France, whom the Maid of
Orleans brought to Rheims to be crowned.

The Duke de Henrichement, Constable of

France, and commander of the Guard, settled |

'

them on his lands, where for a time they were *

cmployed on the iron-works, but afterwards
turned their attention to agriculture. For four
centuries they have kept distinct, without min-
gling with their neighbors, preserving their
Scotch names with but slight variations, and
also the tradition of their British origin. The
Protestants of that part of France relate that
they have heard from their parents that these
descendants of the Scotch, called Foresters,

were brought to the knowledge of the Gospel |

by the preaching of Calvin, but that at the re-
vocation of the Edict of Nantes they returned
to the Romish Church. The desire has been
cxpressed that steps may be taken to reunite
the links of connection with this country by
Christian communication, and to provide means
for conveying to them the pure Word of God.
~—H. & F. R. Ch. of Scotland.

Beruin.—A remarkable conversion has just
taken place in Berlin. The former Prince-
Bishop of Breslau, Mr. Sedlnizki, who hag long
regided in the capital of Prussia, bas lately
been converted to Protestantism. Last Easter
he openly declared his belief by partaking of
the Sacrament in the church of Pastor Stahn.
For a long time Mr. Sedlnizki dissented from
the Church of Rome on several points of doc-
trine. He had resigned his post in Breslau
because he rejected the Papal decree concerning
mized marriages. More recently he had openly

condemned the dogma of the immaculate con- :

ception.—Christian Work.

BuLGARIA.~—~Protestantism seems to make
some progress in Bulgaria, though the attention
of the people is at present diverted from reli-
gion by political questions. The opposition
rgised by Greeks and Mohammedans to Pro-
testant missionaries has almost ceased. One of
them, Mr. Long of Tirnova, is greatly aided in
Lis labours by a Bulgarian colporteur, who goes
from place to place selling the Holy Scriptures,
for which he finds numerous purchasers, and
addressing Christian exhortation to the people.
The station of Tultcha, where the Rev. Mr.
Hegken labours chiefly among the Germans and

' honouring the king, some were much agitated,

saying that all the shops not opened would be
broken open, and they themselves fined and
beaten. Urging them, in any event, to trust in
God and bear whatever might come, we pro-
mised to inform the Pasha of their conscier-
tious scruples, and request him to accept an
illumination upon the following evening. When
informed of their feelings he said, ¢ Certainly :
no man, to honour the Sultan, should do aught
against his conscience,” and at once sent o
messenger to the city to order that not only
the Protestants, but all others who might fail
to celebrate the day should be unmolested.
“ Doubtless,” said he. ‘ all his subjects love
and desire to honour the Sultan, but with some
this is the Sabbath, others may be ill, others
too poor to furnish lights, and others, for differ-
ent reasons, may be :unable to share in the
illumination. Let, then, every one do as he
will without molestation.” 1 could add other
incidents, showing that even here light is
breaking in, but my letter is perhaps already
too long, and I forbear. There are those who
predict that, before Christianity gains a perma-
nent foothold among the Turks, we are to pass
through scenes of blood and massacre. Perhaps
80, and, if God sees best, we say, let them come.
Welcome, even the “ garments rolled in blood.”
if thus the Master sees fit to establish his king-
dom upon the ruins of that of the false prophet.
But I confess myself not one of those who thue
read the sigos of the times. It should be
remembered that the Syrian massacres give no
countenance to such an idea, since they were
in the first instance provoked by the so-called
Christians themselves, who would fain have
conquered the Druses, and who thus suffered,
not for their faith, but rather as belonging toa
bostile and hated race.—1Ib.

CarcurTa.—A decision of great importatce
and most hostile to missions has been given by
the Chief Justicein the Supreme Court of Cal-
cutta, preventing & young man within a few
months of his legal majority from embracing
and professing Christianity. If such decision
be taken as a precedent, it will undoubtedly be
a gad hindrance to the progress of the Gospel,
and especially in those missions which are, in
any considerable measure; engaged in educa-
tional operations. .

The Times correspondent in Calculta gives
the minutiz of this important cage i—

“ A cage of some interest to the missionary
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world, as well ag of some importance in law
has been decided by Sir Mordaunt Wells, in
the Bengal High Court. Hemnath Bose, a lad
aged fifteen years, two months, snd nine days,
a pupil of a purely Hindoo school, was led to
inquire into the truth of Christianity by some
tellow-students, and applied to a native min-
ister in connection with the Free Kirk Mission,
of which the Rev. Dr. Duff is the head. He
ingisted on leaving his father’s house and resid-
ing in the mission-house, but was thrice refused
admisgion, and told to study the New Testa-
ment. At last, he returned, asserting that he
had done s0; but his father put bim under
restraint. He showed great earnestuess and
importunity, and only then was admitted. As
he waga fow months under sixteen years of
age, when he might be his own master, his
ather obtained a writ of habeas corpus from the
High Court, returnable in twenty-four hours.
Dr. Duff and the native missionary received it
in the afternoon, and had to appear next morn-
ing, 30 that no time was Igiven for counsel to
et up a proper defence. The lad was produced
in court. [t was admitted that, so far from
being detained against his will, his father had
failed to induce him to leave ; but Sir M. Wells
declined to examine him so as to ascertain his
intelligence, and, denouncing missions and
missionaries, he ordered the boy to go with his
father, The reports in the Calcutta journals
are carefully pruned of all the extravagances.

Some of our best legal authorities here consi-_

der Sir M. Well's law altogether wrong, He
decided entirely according to English prece-
dents, and a stray judgment by Sir E. Perry,
when judge in Bombay, none of which were
strictly applicable to this case. The mission-
aries justify their action in the matter under
the ouly precedents applicable~one in which
Sir Lawrence Peel, when Chief Justice in
Calcutta in 1847, allowed a youth under six-
teen to go to the missionaries because he was
satisfied as to his “ discretion,” and other two
in which the Madras judges made over a girl
of twelve and a youth under sixteen to the
wissionaries for the same reason. In India the
Penal Code fixes fourteen as the age up to
which it is criminal to entice away a youth ;
the religious ceremouies of the Hindoos allow
4 child to choose its guardian idol at an ear-
lier age ; and nothing is more common than to
dee a girl a mother at eleven, and a boya
father at twelve years of age. There was no
question that, as against Dr. Duff, the father
had a right to his son’s body, but the question
is, what is the son's right ? By our government,
our schools, and our very presence in the
couatry, we sap Hindooism, and teach Hindoo
youth to scorn idolatry and inquire into Chris-
tianity. Are we, then, to turn round and say
hat no youth, however well-educated, earnest,
and m_tellizent, shall abandon it for himself or
hig children, till he ig gixteen years of age? It
is thus that the missionaries argue, and there
can be no question of the wrong done by the
judge’s unseemly address from the bench, and
his refusal to satisfy himaelf whether the youth
had arrived at years of discretion. This case
must regult in definite action on the part of the
Legislature, for it will aot rest here."—/b.
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Unirep StaTes.—Synods in conrection with
the General Assembly, (0.S.) 35; presbyteries,
173; licentiates, 288; candidates for the min-
istry, 399; ministers, 2205; churches, 2541;
licensures, 82; ordinations, 91; installations,
100 ; pastoral relations dissolved, 94 ; church-
es organized, 29 ; ministers received from other
denominations, 10 ; ministers dismissed to other
denominations, 11; churches received from
other denominations, 6 ; churches dismissed to
other denominations, 8 ; ministers deceased, 27;
churches dissolved, 13 ; members added on ex-
amination, 8781 ; members added on certificate,
6535 ; total number of communicants reported,
227,575 ; adults baptized, 2165; infants bap-
tized, 10,194 ; amount contributed for Congre-
gational purposes, $1,294,785; amount contri-
buted for the Boards, $346,448; amount cos-
tributed for Disabled Ministers' Fund, $10,973;
amount contributed for miscellaneous purposes,
$150,444; whole amount contributed $1,802,650.

The various Boards of the Church during the
month of June have received as followa : Board
of Missions, $2509 29; Board of Education,
$1463 17; Board of Foreign Missions, $8129 81,
Board of Publication—Colporta Fund,
$2395 49—Sales, $3944 50—Total, $6339 99.
Board of Church Extension, $651 60. Tke
Fund for Disabled Ministers has also received
$527 94.—Banner of the Covenant.

Liake SueErior Reeron.—A correspondent of
the Cincinnati Herald speaks of two of our
churches in these remote but important por-
tions of our country:

‘ At the Sault Ste. Marie, there is a little
Church organization connected with the (N.S.)
Presbyterian Church. I want to call the
attention of the Seaman’s Society to this point,
as one which they ought to occupy. All the
boats which navigate Lake Superior must spend
gome hours in getting through the canal. A
faithful energetic man could visit every vessel,
and supply all the sailors and boatmen with
religious readiug. He might also preach for
the little Church here.

«“ At Marquette, we find Bro. Stevens, of our
branch of the Church, with a little band of
twenty-five members, who are to be estimated
in importance, not by their numbers, but by
their zeal and devotion, and sacrifices for
Christ. They have built a comfortable little
church, and have paid for it. They have
always paid their minister's salary without any
aid from the Home Mission Committee, and are
working and praying with much success in the
good cause."—Banner of the Covenant.

Ozrrgox.—The corner stone of a Presbyterian
Church was laid in Portland, Oregon, on June
32. The Methodist and Baptist ministers took
part in the services of the occasfon. This is
tue first Presbyterian church building in Ore-
gon. It has a bagement of brick already up;
but the superstructure is to be of wood. When
completed it will be the largest and findst
church building ia the state. The debt of the
Presbyterian church in Bridgeport, Conn.,
amounting to $10,200, has just been paid by
the congtegation.

CavLtror¥ia.~It was the privilege of the wri-
ter, on the first Sabbath of May,to assist the Rev,
Thomas Frager in the services at the dedication
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of the house for worship, just crected by the Two
Rock Presbyterian Church and congregation.
ThL.s church, which has been recently gathered
by the labours of Mr. Fraser, is located in the
south-western part of Sonoma County, in what
is commonly known by the name of the Bodega
country. The mncmbers of the chuvchare muin-
Iy setiled in four valleys. known by the uames
of Two Rock, Tomales, Big,and Chileno.

Mr. Fraser went on this ground about three
years ago, and can literally say that he * has
pot built vn another man’s foundation.” He
occupied two or three places of preaching, of

1860, organized 2 little church, which now
uvambers thirty members.

Some months ago the congregation determi-
ted to build a house of worship, which is just
completed. Itis a very neat building, forty-six
by thirty-six, with a ceiling twenty feet high.
1t i3 well pamnted inside and out; it cuntains
gome fifty pews and has a neat pulpit.  Alto-
gether it is a very beautiful house, and highly
creditable to the liberality and taste of those
who erected it.  The cost was three thousand
two hundred dollars, all of which bad bheen
paid before the day of dedication, except three

hundred and one dollars, : and on an appeal by .

Nr. Fraser, at the close of the morning sermon,
a collection of three hundred and twenty-seven
dollars was raised, which entirely frees the
¢burch from debt, and leaves a balance of
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twenty-six dollars in the treasury—-a rathe-
extraordinary state of thinge, it must be admu-
ted. How many houses of worship are dedi-
cated, gi*en to God as His property, while n
fact they are the property of the man who holds
the mortgage!

The dedication sermon was preached by the
writer, and the prayer was oftered by Mr. Fraser,

There was an immense gathering of peo-
ple,—the pews and aisles were crowded, the
doorway and windows filled, and many couli
not obtain a place, c¢ven at the windows. I=
the afternoon the sacrament of the Lord's Sup-

which Two Rock was one, and there, in October, | per was administered to a large number of per.

- sons. The Methodists and others had suspended

their meetings, and were present with us. Al-
together, it was & pleasant and profitable day
to us, and a joyful day to the Pastor and people
of Two Rock church. Mr. Fraser has mad»
his mark on that frontier line, and he expec::
before long to build another house for God ret
farther out. Surely he, and his people. who
bave been co-laborers with him, have grea:
cause for gratitude and thanksgiving to God.
Within a very few years there will be three. «f
not four or five, large, self-supporting churches
in his field of labor  May God spare his life-
and may his bow abide in strength, and tne
arm3s of his hands be made strong. by the han?
of the mighty God of Jacob.—The Pacific

Mr. Fraser is 2 son of the Rev. Thos. Fraser
retired minister of our church, Montreal.—E:

Arheles

Selested.

THE LOVED AND LOST.

*The loved and lost! why do we call them lost
Because wemiss them from our onward road?
God's unseen angels c'er our pathway crost
Looked on us all, and, loving them the most,
Straightway relieved them from life’s weary
load.

They are not lost, they are within the door
That shuis out loss, and every hurtful thing—
With apgel bright, and loved ones gone before,
Ie their Redeemers presence evermore,
And God Himself their Lord, and Judge, 2nd
King.
And this we call a “lass,” O selfish sorrow
O7 sclfish hearts! O we of little faith!
Lgt us look round, some argumecat to borrow
WLy we in patience should await the morraw
That surely must succeed this night of death.

Ay, look upon this dreary desert path,
The thorns and thistles whereso'er we turn;
What trials and what tears, what wrongs and
wrath!
What struggles and what strife the journey
[bath!
They bave cscaped from these; andlol we

mourn.

Ask the poor sailor, when the wreek i3 doze.
Who with his treasures strove the shore 0
reach,
While with the raging waves he battled oz
Was it not joy where every joy scemed goze,
To see his loved ones landed on the beach”

A poor wayfarer, leading by the hand
A little ghild had halted by the well
To wash from off her feet the clinging sazi
And tell the tired boy of that bright land
Where, this long journey passed, they longed
to dwell ;

When lo! the lord, who many mansions Lad.
Drew unear, and looked upon the suffering
twain,
Then pitying spake, ** Give me the little lad
In strength cenewed, and glorious beauty clal
I'l bring bim with me when | come aga™™ ™

Did she make answer selfishly and wrong—
# Nay. but the woes 1 feel he too must
share !”
O rather, bursting into grateful song,
She went her way rejoicing, and made strong.
To struggle on, since he was freed from care,
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We will do likewise: death hath made no
breach
In love and sympathy, in hope and trust,
No outward sign or sound our ear3 can reach,
Bat there’s an inward, spiritual speech,
That greedts us still, though wortal wngues be
ust:

1t bids us do the work that they laid down—
Take up the song where they bruhc off the
strain;
So journeying till we reach the heavenly town,
Where are laid up our treasures aod our crown
And our lust loved ones will be fuund again.
{Church of England Mugazunc.

SKETCHES FROM THE LIFE UF DR.
ROBERTSON.

THE STUDENT.

In the second Mathematical c¢lassof this year
was James Outram. He left it at Le close of the
session for a military academy, an.i the class-
fellows scarcely met aguin. But nune watched
the carcer of the chivalruus suldier more affec-
tionately than his early friend.

Of Mr. Robertsen as u student, .e Rev. Harcy
Stuart of Oathlaw writes . —* What he liked
best, .nd seemed to excel in  waz nathematics
and mechanical philosophy. Next jear (1819-
20) he and I and a few more cumpeted fur the
mathemsatical bursary given to students of the
fourth yeur who hLad gone regularly un in the
same cisse Some demurred to his being al-
lowed to compete, as e had been absent for a
year, which we supposed gave Lim an advant-
age of studying mathematics a year lunger than
the other comypetitors. The Seuatus overruled
tae objection in considerativn of the circum-
stances. Some half-dozen of us were shut up
for twenty-four hours together, and he was the
successful candidate. Those who competed for
this bursary were catitled to attend a third
course of mathematics under Professor Hamil-
tou, the greatest mathematician and most ¢ sent
man of bis day. The Lolder of the bursary was
required to attend. Oaly Rubertsun, myself,
and another were in this clasa. Di. Hamiltun
gave us the most difficult tacks in the highest
branches to perform day after day, so that Ro-
bertson and I werc oftenkept out of bed whole
nights prepariug them.The other student was Dr
Charles 3{'Combie, minister of Lumphanen.
There was a friendly rivairy between Robertson
and mysclf in coming picjared with ur tasks
to college every morning. As for myself, to
do this, I was at lcast three nights of the week
never in bed atall, and alout mid-sessivn I was
laid up in typhus fever. About tw. months
before the public examinativn and close of the
gessicn, I was able to rejoin the class and sppear
with Robertson in the put.lic hall tv be examin-
ed in the bighest branches of mathematics.
What struck mysecif and all the professors was
Robertson's powers of momory in repeating the
lopgest and mest invelved surd ruots that can
occut in any calculation. His powers of endur-
ance, both mental and plysical, were much
greater than minc, and I remen.ber, the first
tme I met hitn after this fever, be said, ‘1

thought, when I heard of you being laid up, it
was time for me 1o keep my bed.”  Instead of
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cever going to bed for some nights in the week,
a8 [ did, be made his landiady call him about
two o'clok every morning.”

In Lis time the mathematical bursary was
only £15 a yeur fur twu jears, and the bursat
was obliged tu take lessons frum the Professot
of Mathematics in the session tollowing the com-
pletion of his curriculum in arts. It has since
been doubled. As it wag, this was the first
money he had wun, and Le felt the pleasure of
first earnings. He was now in more comfortable
ludgings. An excellent lady, A s. Machenzie,
had takiog a liking tu the Lunest;, mudest lad,
whom slie slightly knew, eud insisted on Lis
living in her house—silenciug all questicn ot
expense by asking his friends to leave this 0
Lerself She had often wished better clothing
for him, but times were no better at home, and
he wus still dressed as before. Shc was a3 anx-
iots for his success in the competition as though
he had been her vwn sun, and, after it was Je-
cided, ske coi 1d nut muster courage tuash him
abuut it.  At.ast, when he was going out of
the ruuta after dinner, she said, ‘* And who got
the bursary 77 “I got it myself,” he exclaimed,
and shut the door to escape congratulation. Jt
was with no’small joy the goud lady wrote to
Ardlaw to tell his success, thanking Gud that
the “ dear buy could be clothed like others of hie
standing.” He had never complained of hig
bomespun clother aud Llue bonpet, Lut he could
not fuil to be pleased with the change. In Lis
sccret hieart,, however, Lis success made hin.
luve mathematics all the more, as to them, and
not to Limself, he owed bis bursary. The taste
thus fermed cherished all through life: as
teacher, and parish mitister, and professor, ke
delighted torecur to his favourite study; and, &
few months befure his death, he asked Lis col-
league, Professor Kelland, if the new regula-
tions in the University would alluw Lim tu
begin a class for the bighest brancbes of the
Calculus, that Lie might attend it and continue
the pursuits of his youth.

Of his appearance and macners at this perivd
Professor Couicksbank writes: * During Lis
attendauce at college, and a few years thereafter
Lis appearance was rather awkward, and those
who judged of him from a cursory glance, und
without noticing kis intelligent cye, werc lihe'¥
to cunsider him veiy modest, Lut very inanine
ate, and cven stupid. Yet nothing in what he
said, or did c¢an be recorded as indicating sta-
pidity, or even false modesty. Wken it was
necessary to speak or act, he seemud tu have an
intuitive perception of what was proper to be
said or dune. He was slways apparently more
inclined to listen than tu speak, but when cir-
cumstances called upon him to express his opi-
niun, hie expressed it in 4 modest tone, with no
apparent embarrassment, and in language re-
markably clear; and the subjects on which it
was most difficult to get him to conterse, were
his own mcrit. and the defects of others. A
noticeable instance of Lis disintcrestedness and

. considcration of the condition of others occur-

red in his fourth sessivh. A professor having
proposed to get for him a bursary vacated for

' that session, Mr. Rubertson respectfully declin-

ed, alleging that as he had gained the mathe-
matical prize, there were merituiious students
who had more need of such 2id thau ke
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When at home, as he was for half the year—
the college session lasting only twenty-two
weeks—he took his regular share, like an or-
dinary servant, in all the work of the farm, both
on the field and in the barn. Indeed, he was
‘more ambitious to excel in the harvest-field than
he had ever been at the University, and he was
not less successful. An old companion tells of
his awkyward mode of handling the sickle at the
‘beginning of his harvest—so awkward as to ex-
cite pity for the poor scholar out of element—
but adds, with pride, that ere the crop was cut
he could lead the band. In one of the summers
of collegs life, owing to his father’s illness, he
took gole charge of the farm. At that time hig
responsibility, as the eldest of the family, possi-
bly soon to be left ita head weighed heavily on
him, and caused him to make great exertions.
Even in those early days he saw the advantage
of treating the land more generously than could
be done with the litter of the farm itself]; and as
artificial manures were not to be had, he brought
much town-manure from Fragerburgh to extend
the breadth of the turnip crop. Barrows were
used to bring this from the back-courts to the
carts on the street, and a person who saw him
emerge from a narrow entry with his barrowful
8aid, “I didna think that you, who are college-
bred, would condescend to that kind o' wark.”
‘' I am not ashamed to do anythiug for my father
when his back’s at the wall,” was the reply. In
sowing the seed itself he ingenivusiy uitered the
primitive sort of machine so as to lessen the
trouble very considerably.

Amid all this, it might have been supposed
that the labours of the college would be forgot-
ten, and to most men the fatigue of the farm
would have been enough, but his spirit was of
another kind. Although in the morning he was
astir at a very early hour (ususlly at four
o'clock), and ready to handle his fiail on the
barn-floor with the strongest ploughman, he re-
gularly took several hours from sleep for his
mathematical studies, seldom going to bed
before midnight. Ere the college session opened,
when the days were short, and needed light, he
burned a penny candle every night as he pored
over the Calculus, while the servants and the
tamily were all sleep. Oune of his friends volun-
teered to take his flail for three mornings in the
‘weék, and hoped that, by this labour of love, he
would let James have longer sleep. But instead

f sleepi th
The saping; the selons student jumped up at | Whereas is it not possible that we and those

the same hour, and trimmadd his lamp for atudy
when the others went in the barn. On all o¢-
oasions, whether he had beéen at the barn or at
his books. he was ready a3 the test for the work
of field at the usual hour.

Early in the session his thoughtful mind was
manifested. It was at that time the custora in
the Moral Philosophy class to lecture two hours
and examine one hour each day. On one oc-

-casion, through some inadvertence, Dr.Glénnie's

sxamination bore upon a passage which he had
not read to the class. Robertdon anawered all
the questiona correctly, and when afterwards
adked how he knew what he had not heard,
stated the course of reasoning “ which must
have been " in the missing passage, 4ad which
had passed through his mind ere he wad asked.
This was the discoveéry of powers which apesdily
made their podsessor his favourite atudent.
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LOCAL PREJUDICES AND SUPER3TI.

TIONS.

By tas Rav. W, RoB3RTiOoN or Moxgimvaity.

It is not so easy a3 some men may think to
define what prejudice and superstition are.
The meanings attached to these terms dspend
materially on the point from which they are
viewed and on the person who views them. A
king was once perplexed, as well he might
be, about a theological controversy, and asked
a bishop to define what orthodoxy was.
‘'Please your majesty,” said his reverence.
“orthodoxy is my doxy, and heterodoxy is
another man’s doxy.” We all act in the apirit
of this definition, and make our own doctrine
the test of truth; so that one man’s belief is
accounted another man’s prejudice, and one
man's religion is another man’s supersiition.
In our own time there has been a violent
attempt to force men's minds down one avenue
of thought. And as this attempt comes from a
thousand different sources, and each source
held itself infallible, we cannot be surprised
that the desired unity has only been approached
by the destruction of individuality. I am not
anxious tosee a millennium of idiotcy, when all
intellectual plants shall bear the same blossom,
and when the onlooker shall deem it of no
moment whether the object befure him be an
oak or a willow. Mankind will not remember
that they are imperfect—that they only know
in part—that, at least, they only see through a
glass darkly—that there are diversities of gifts
—and that the intellectual and emotional nature
of one man is inherently different from that
of his neighbour. It .Js all very well to say
that there can be no dissension among sane per-
sons as to the fact that two and two are four, or
a8 to the conclusion of a mathematical demon-
stration. True; but we are not referring to
two and two, or to anything in which geometry
can guide us. It is certain that the angles at
the base of an equal sided triangle are equal,
but there are countless subjects on which men
equally sincere, educated and ingenious, are
What &
sad state of things, you say! But I cannot
agree with you. The view, which I am
assuming you take, must proceed on the idea
that those who differ from you are either stupid
or dishonest, and this estimate has in it no
small share of self-conceit and complacency.

who think différently from us may be alike
honest, and only differ because our clearest
perceptions of truth are imperfect? I camnot
ask another man to look at my beautiful home
with my eyes, or to judge with my reason.
Even beyond thig, the means of communicating
thought are very treacherous. He knew hu-
man nature very well, who agserted that
langnage was given ua for the purpoge of con-
cealing our thoughts. That was not the desiga
of the gift, but we have often made it the per-
verse result of it. Can I have a better illus-
tration of this fact than the chaos of theologi-
cal comtroversy ? Men arraign-each other as
heretics, and yet it ig difficult to discern where-
in they differ. The contention is ofien about
words, and not all about theic signification. It
is & comtroveray about sound, and oot abou
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sense, and therefore should ve deliveredto the | praciice in Scotland to put all the labour on the

execution of those whose special province is
with minims, crotchets, quavers, and even
demi-semi-quavers; as thoze are the only par-
ties who could bring barmony out of the discord.
We are not to look for unity of thought, or be
vexed when it is absent. Such a unity would
Letoken death rather than life ; and therefore so
far from grieving over diversity of opinion, I

rejoice in the consideration, that by this diver-

gity, every doctrine is led into the arena of the

most jealous scrutiny, and that instead of re- |

ceiving truth at second hand, we are uncons-
ciously educated to give toevery one that asketh
4 reason of the hope that is in us.
friends, you are not by any means to suppose
that you will become mistrustful of your own
opinion because you respect the different opi-
nions of your neighbour. There are many
truths which you and I hold so sacred, so fun-
damental, that we would think it a sin to en-
tertain a doubt regarding them. Beitso. We
shall therefore avoid what would assuredly be
& sin in us, but at the same time while holding
fast our own conviction, we shall not judge
our brother who thinks differently. It may be,
that we are all in the right, though we cannot
understand how our divergent doctrines can be
reconciled. It is the very triumph of igno-
rance, arrogance, and self-conceit to consti-
tute our own opinion as the gauge of truth,
and question the sincerity or intelligence of
any one who thinks differently. When the
first field of labour was laid out for man—
when the father of the bnman family entered
on diligence, the condition of reasonable exist-
ence—there was spread before him a manifold
beauty. There were blossoms that crept and
blushed along the sward, and others that
flaunted from the loftiest boughs. There
were flowers in the shade balf-hid, and forest
trees seen from the farthest verge of Eden liks
the spires of an imperial city. There were the
Roge of Sharon and the Lily of the Valley, and
yet they were all equally of God's planting and
suited for God’s garden., In every field of
human contemplation we have the game diver-
sity, and while one man loves the hyssop on
the wall, another doats on the cedars of
f.ebanon. That ig to say, we have our predi-
lections, or, in plainer terms, we are the
children of prejudice, and moved to eome
extent by superstition,

Bear with me a little, while I recur to & topic
on which I have spoken often. Our friendship
is not of yesterday, and therefore 1 will pre-
sume on it. I hopel bave dome something to
cure you of one prejudice which was at one
time as prevalent here as anywhere oui of
Kewington or Morningside Asylum. The abhor-
rence of a manusecript is very contemptible. You
a1l know that if cccasion require it, I speak
without notes, and can withous much distress
to myself fill up the time of & public address.
My sermons on the summer Sabbath evenings,
near the homes of my sick or infirm friends in the
parish, are not written ; but these addresses must
be rambling and discursive, and dependent on
unforeseen circumstances. Let me warn you
that there is no better test of the intelligence of
an sudience than their preference of what is
read over what is raerely spoken. It has been the

My good !
i called at the manse once in six weeks.

speaker. The hearer assumes that he is an inert
piece of metal, and must be galvanized and
heated and rasped by the speaker, as if the hearer
had no task or labour to perform. Surely
his attention, his anxious attention, is asz
necessary and becoming as the duty of the
speaker. I protest that I have no respect for
the judgment of the man who caters for
merely extempore or repeated discourses. He
belongs to an antiquated age—the age of
wooden ploughs, wooden spades, wooden
swords—the age when the Shorter Catechism
and the Proverbs were the spell-book, and
when, as in my father's time, the postman
We
are very dishonest and silly about read sermons
The manuscript is made in some cases the very
size of the pupit Bible in order that it may not
be detected. Is deceit less a crime, and a
shame, and a disgrace in the pulpit than out ot
it? Let me say a word or two to my friends
who are still afflicted with the specking
weakness. It has been my lot to be frequently
present in the house of mourning when .the
last will and testament of the deceased was
read. I never yet saw the expectant legatees
giving less attention to the reading of the
stamped parchment than to the extempore
and casual commentaries which the lawyer
might give. 1 have therefore po patience
with the man who decries a sermon being read.
What is a sermon? Let us look well to it,—
let me remember my fearful responsibility in
this matter, and let you remember yours. Let
me keep in mind whose ambassador I am—
what message 1 have to deliver, and then 1
shall be careful that what I say is neither
trusted to memory, nor momentary feeling,
noraccident. Let you, my good friends, realize
your position also, and then you would rather
see the manuscript which at least gives you
the assurance that what is delivered to you is
the result of study and deliberation. 1 do not
hesitate to assert that a man’s spiritual minded-
ness, his Christian intelligence can, a8 &
general rule, be gauged by his preference of
sermons carefully composed and written. It
must be so. Do you think that if any one of
you were the residuary legatee in a testament
that distributed ten thousand pounds, you would
be willing to trust to a statement made from
memory? The lawyer might repeat the substance
of the will, but whatever may be your predilec-
tion in the one ease, you would protest against it
in the other. You would eay that this was far
too important to be left to the caprice of any
mortal's memory or suggestion, and that you
insisted on hearing the very words of the tes-
tator. The sermon could not be repeated too
often. You would ask for it again and again.
Yet in the concerns of eternal life, to which
all the gold of Ophir is less than nothing,
you would prefer the loose discoursing of mo-
mentary impression and rambling thought.
Away with it-—away with it. It is a prejudice
and s contemptible one. If you need another
consideration, though it is of infinitely less
weight, I shall mention it. What think you of
any man who can, without study or prepara-
tion, speak fluently and reascnably, spending
days and daye ic preparing his discourse? If
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ke is willing to spend the labour, and con-
scientious cnough to do it severely, it is oanly
courteous that you receive his offering at the
value of the pains which it cost. And now
baving given you this special lecture on & very
common prejudice, and in the hope that it will
do us all good, I proceed to other topics.

- To be Continued.

DEVELOPMENT HYPOTHESIS.

3Y REV. E, HITCHCOCK, D.D., PROFESSOR IN AMHERST
COLLEGR.

We may set it down, as one of the best
established facts of paleontology, that the earth
nas geveral times changed its inhabitants;
a3 many as six times at least, so entirely that
with the exception of the Tertiary and Allu-
vial, not a species is common to two adjoining
groups, end a3 many as twenty-five timcs have
the faunas and floras been so distinct as to
prove their origin equally distinct. In such
cases, says Pictet, ¢ we find generally, in two
successive faunas, the same gencra represented
wy different species. Cunsequently we require,
in order to characterize & special fauna, that
*he differences extend to all the important types.
forinstance, the Cephalopods, the Gasteropods,
the Acephala, and the Brachiopods among the
Mollusks, should bave distinctive characters.”
By the application of such a rule, already as
many as twenty-five distinct life~-periods have
been demonstrated, and doubtless further re-
search will discover others.

There is another fact respecting these life-
periods, more important in this discussion than
sheir number. It is the wise and benevolent
adaptation of the new races to the sltered cir-
cumstances in which they are placed. The phy-
sical condition of the earth has ever been
slowly but counstantly changing, varying the
temperature and the means of subsistence.
Hence there must be & corcespondent change
in the nature of plants and animuls, to preserve
that wise adaptation to circumstances which
existing nature everywhere exhibits. Now this
has beea done so perfectly that cvery change
of animal structures has gerved to help them
1n the perforinance of their functions, and con-
tributed to their happiness. No instance can
be pointed out where opposite effecis have been
produced.

Another object seems to have been provided
for in these life-changes, and that is progress
from the less to the more perfect. There has
been improvemeant in the juysical cundition of
the slobe frum the ecarliest times, and organic
nature needed a correspondiaz advancement.
Hence the lowest tribes of animls and plants
abounded myst in the lower formations, and
successively higher and higher races were in-
troduced, till the calimination was reached in
the oxisting races. Particular races, indeed,
have deteriorated at times, but upon the whole
‘he progress has been upward, and the popala-
tion of the globe is now immensely in advance
of what it was3 in carly times.

Still another object seems to have bzen kept
a0 view. Amid these endless changes and up-

ward progress, it was needful that unity should '

be presecrved, so that all the mino: system: of
=
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life should be harmoniously biended into one
all-embracing organic system. in order to ac-
complish this, it was necessary that certain
relations of the most delicate kind should bees-
tablished between the several minor systems,
and maintained in spite of stupendous physical
revolutions; so that, while striking diversities
ghould be manifest between the different sys-
tems, a golden thread of unity should be seen
runniong througk themall, and binding them into
one harmonious whole.

Nor, in this connection, should the immense
length of time it has required to develop and
perfect these changes, be overlooked. An in.
spection of the various life periods, conveys no
idea of great length of time; but it does mahe
the impression that the history of the earthi:
little else than a succession of revolutions. But
how wide of the truth are both these impres-
sious! We are forced, by the most incou‘ro.
vertible evidence, to the comviction tha the
period between the carliest brachiopods, ani
zoophytes of the Silurian seas and maa's appear-
ance, may be reckoncd by hundreds of thou-
sands if not millions of years; and this notass
flight of imnaginatiun, but a deduction of sober
reason. Such a view separates the epochs ~f
counvulsion widely from ove another, and show:
ug that the earths history is that of quiet and
uniformity, and revolutions only the widely
separated exceptions. Thus it is now, and thus
it has always been since the first appearance ¢f
animals and plants, and tbus it must be t¢
prevent the destruction of so many delicate or-
ganisms. But how nicely adjusted must every-
thing be to carry on and carry out so vast and
complicated a gystem of organization as we
have described through these almost intermina-
ble ages, and the occasional conflict of stuper-
dous forces!

Such are the leading facts respecting the sue-
ceasive systems of life that have appeared on
the globe. We na:urally inguire by what ager-
cy have these remarkable changes been brough:
about. 1as it been by natural laws, or by mi-
racle ? ‘

Naturalists find no great difficulty it
accounting for the disappearance of the suc-
cessive systems of life by natural causes
Sir Charles Lyell contends, that the sligh

changes now 1taking plaze as to foad,
climate, and by man's esncroachments
and the struggle between species, 8&re

sufficient to show how, one by one and ai
loog intervals, they drop out, until at length
all are goune, and new oncs in the like quiet
and unobserved manner, are substituted But
the ablest zoologists and paleontologists regard
these views as inadequate to explain the facts
They fiud such evidence that the species whick
have livea together Juring a formation Fave
generally disappeared together, that they must
impute their extinction to catastrophes, to sud-
den elevations, or depressions, or inundations.

It seems to us that these latter views are the

. true ones, with perhaps some exceptions in the
. Lewer strata.  But on either theor, it is not

necessary to call in miraculous intervention to
explain the destruction of species.

Bat not so easy i3 it to explain the introduc-
tion of new species, whether singly or by
groups, by natural law. Yet this has beeaat-
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tempted ; and in modern times a vast amount
of ingenuity and erudition has been employed
to sustain what is called the Develupment
Hypothesis, or the hypothesis of Transmuta-
tion, or the Origin of Specivs Ly natural Selec-
tion, or known by various uther names. Though
we find fragments of this hypothesis, dujecta
membrd, in variou3 writers, from Democritus
downward, yet very few authors have at-
tempted 10 bring out a complete system. La
Place has given u3 what may called the cosmo-
gony of the subject, in Lis Nebular Hypothe.is,
which takes matter in its gaseous furm, and
as he supposed needing no Deity, transmating it
into spheres, which gradually bLecame solid.
Lamarck and other French coologists attempted

to show how aniieals and plants might spring, ;

by the force of law, frum particles inlerently
vitalized, which may be called the zooguny
of the hypothesis. And the same writers, and
many others since, have lalboured to show Luw

animals and plants onee started might, by law .

also, pass upward ‘rum une species to anuther
to their culmination in man. This may be (al-
led the zounomy of the subject. Nuo work has

brought out the entire hy puthesis su fully, and |

we may add 50 ably, as the anonymous work
entitled “ Vestiges of the Natural History of
Creation,” though its zovnomy has been more
extensively and ably illustrated by Mr, Darwin,
in his work on the Origin of Species. The
grand conciusions at wiich the latter writer
arrives are, “ that awmals have Jdescended
from, atmost, only fuur or five progenitors, and
plants from an cqual or lesser number. ¢}
should infer,” says he, “frum analogy, that
probably all the orzanic beings which have
ever lived on this carth have descended from
some one primordial furm, iuto whicli life was

first breati.ed.”™ This primordial or fundamen- |

tal form, the zovgonist tells us 13 a glubule
having another glubule forming within it, to
which electricity imparts life.  Awnd thus the

process is started and carried on, from stage .

[}
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much reason admit that the * une primordial
furm,” which is little more than a vitalized
mass of jelly, might have been started by clec-
tricity or some other law, This, huwever, is
nct the worst feature of the Development Hy-
puthiesis, because it does alluw of a professed
belief in theism. The chief uuti-religious aspects
of the hypothesis, especially to a believer inre-
velation, are the follow.ng :

1. It renders duubtful and unnecessary the
existence of a Deity.

2. It leads incvitably to the grussest wmate-
rialism. Those advocates of the hypothesis who
start the organic process from albumen and
clectricity, canrot surely find anytlung in the
subscquent developments but maiter and its
functions, for any immaterial prinuple iutro-
duced would require Divine interposition. Su
if we start with a " primordial form,” it must
be an Acaleph, or sunie other orgaunism of the
simplest kind, yet all subsequent races, iuclu-
ding even man, must have been derived frun
it, and unless we suppose the Acaleph an ani-
walcule, ur a sponge for instance, to possess
mind, how can it be obtained for any of the
higher races by mere selection aud transmuta-
tion? The cunsistent advocate of the hypo-

. thesis must therefore adopt materialism,

to stage, without the aid or the need of a Deity. |

We would not, jndeed, charge all the advoca-
tes of these views with an intention to sustain
atheism, thougl if adopted in full, we do not ~ce
any necessity for a supreme Creator. But sume of
these writers, while they beliese in full in the
transformation c¢f species, even to the exteut
advocated by Darwin, do yet admit that the
process was started by a Creator. What Dar-
win's views are on this point does not appear,
for though the principles of his work, s most
men view it, tend to subvert the fundamental
principles both of patural and revealed religion,
we have noticed in it orly one atlusion to the
Deity, and to religion nune at all. It is quite
possible, however, thet ne may maintain that
the law of natural selection, which with bim is
the universal, omniparient power in nature,
may have originated with a personal Deity ;
but we should rather presume that a scieatific
mind like his would sce that there is no neces-
Sity far this, if his views be fully adopted, for
b‘c who can believe that the ten thousand exqui-
site diversities and marvellous adaptations of
organic nature can have resulted from a mere
blind law of selection, might with quite as

¢ Origin of species, p. 419.

j
|
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3. In the third place, for a likc reason he
must reject the doctrine of man's immortality,
or adniit the very lowest forms of life, the Ra-
diates, the Acalepls, the Amorphorua, the in-
visibie animalcules, encriuites, trilobites, mol-
lusks. fishes, and s0 on, to be also immortal.
Fur these are man’s prugenitors, from whom
he was derived by direct succession, nor will
the hypothesis admit a break anywhere in the
chain where a mental and moral nature might
have been introduced.  Rather than admit the
immortality of all these lower fu.ms of life,
many of whom it is difficult to distinguish from
plants, the logical mind sill say man is not
immortal, but perishies utterly at death.

4. In the fourth place, the same reasoning
destroys human responsibility to Gel, or im-
poses it upon all the inferior animals. No man
will admit the latter alternative; for no being
except man shows the slightest marks of pos-
sessing any moral powers. But as he was de-
rived from them by the principle of selection, of
they are not accvuntab's to a superior being,
neitber is he.

5. Fifthly, by this hypothesis man cannot be
a fallen being, as both reason and revelation
testify. For on the contrary, he has been con-
tinually rising, physically, intellectually, and
morally, and s steadily advancing to his cul-
mination.

6. Finally, the doctrine of an inct nate Re-
deemer and Saviour is absurd. For no such
intervention is needed.

Such are the natural fruits of this hy pothesis.
If in any case they do not follow, it must be
the effect of education, of cormmmon sense, or
other influences. But Fmen adopting this hypo-
thesis are consistent, they will not stop short of
thig creed, or rather this absence of all creed;
for with such views we do not see what canbe
left worth calling religion.

But after all, the real guestion is, not wheth-
er these hypotheses accord with our religicus
views, but whether they are true. We cannos
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ind space to go into this discussion; nor, after
what has been written upon it in volumes and
periodicals, is it necessary. The most impor-
tant point in it relates to organic remains.
For if the doctrine of transmutation of species
be true, we ought to find ten thousand inter-
mediate varieties in the successive formations.
Instead of polnting out a single example of
such transition links, Darwin lays himself out
10 impress his readers with the imperfection of
the geological record, on the ypoorness of our
‘paleontological collections, and on the intermit-
tence of the formations, explaining every case of
the sudden appearance and disappearance ofspe-
cies by supposing long periods to have inter-
vened between the deposits, during which the
rransmutation may have occurred somewhere by
natural selection, and the new species may have
been disseminated by migration. Thus without a
single positive example tosustain transmutation,
and in the face of a vast number of cases of sud-
den and entire change of life, we are called on to
believe in this doctrine on the strength of mere
hypothesis. No wonder that Mr. Darwin re-
gards the absence of all “intermediate links” as
the “ most obvious and gravest objection which
can be urged against my [his] theory.” He
need not wonder if others regard it as insu-
perable.

It is a significant fact that very few of the
advocates of the transmutation hypothesis refer
to man as an example of it. Yet if it be true,
man ought to be a conspicuous illustration of it.
For in his case we have the most perfect of all
animals and vastly the superior of them all,
appearing suddenly at a very recent period;
for though geologists may contend about the |
precise period of his appearance, all agree that
it was very recent, and none contend that it
was carlier than the alluvial period. Whence
came he? If he is only one of the lower ani- |
mals metamorphosed, we ought surely to find
a multitude of intermediate varieties. But not
one has ever been brought to light. The mon-
key tribe must have been his immediate proge-
nitor. But only a very few species of these
have been found fossil, and none below the !
Tertiary, and all of them differ as much from
map as do the living monkeys. Lamarck had
the boldness to attempt to describe the process
by which the monkey was transformed into a
man. But the picture was so absurd and ridi-
culous that few have attempted to make a
sober philosophical defence of it. Yet if it fails
in a species so conspicuous as man, it fails a3
to all others. But it i3 less revolting to com-
mon sense and experience to represent obscure
radiate or articulate or molluscous animals, ag |
slowly transmuted from one species into |
another, than to bring man into the same cate-
gory. Therefore silence in respect to him is the
wisest course. For what philosophic mind,
free from bias, can believe such a being, the
highest of all animals in anatomical structure
and intellect, and possessed of a moral nature, i
of which no trace exists in any other animal, is !
merely the product of transmutation of the ra-
diate monad through the mollusk, the lobster, :
the bird, the quadruped, and the monkey, either !
by Lamarck’s principle of “appetency,” and “the
force of circumstances,” or Darwin's “ principle
of selection?” The fact iz, man’s appearance '
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at 50 late & period in the earth’s history, and
8o independent of all other species, seems a
providential testimony to the absurdity of this
hypothesis.—Bibliotheca Sacra.

MARTIN LOCKWOOD.

One afternoon I was startled in my study by
hearing the sound of an axe in the rear of the
house. I was wondering who could be there
disturbing the almost Sabbath stillness of the
midsummer day, when Maria, the housemaid,
came to inform me that there was a strange man
at the woodpile, and to request that I should go
and see who it was.

[ looked from a window and discovered an
ill-dressed fellow carelessly swinging the axe,
and hacking here and there a stick in an unde-
cided manner, with his head down, and his face
shaded by the brim of a very bad hat.

There was something in his swaggering atti-
tudes which I thought I recognised; butit was
some time before 1 could realize that in those
beggarly habiliments I saw the son of one of our
most worthy and respected citizens. Istepped
to the door

¢ Martin Lockwood,’ said I, ‘i3 it you?

‘Isuppose it's me,” he replied, giving the axe
a reckless flourish with one hand, and striking
it into a log. ‘Ithought I'd cut a little wood
for yov, by way of amusement.’

I made no answer, and he stood for a moment,
looking at anything except me,~—rolling a quid
in his cheek, and wiping the sweat from beneath
his hat-brim,—with an evidentattempt to keep
up the old swaggering manner, while conscious
shame wag fast mastering him

‘I guess you are a little astonished at seeing
me’, he said, after an awkward pause, resumiug
his hold of the axe-handle, and leaning on it.

¢Yes, Martin ; Iam a good deal astonished
‘I've a way of astonishing folks. I astonish
myselfa little. Ihardly know how I came here,
but here I am ; if Iam not welcome, I'll put off
again,—the world is wide,—I'm bound to live
somewhere,—a man must live, you know !

He laughed at first, hut his voice grew hard
and bitter, and there was a look of wildness and
desperation in his eyes, as he proceded ; and I
could perceive that the shame which covered
him was being shaken and flung away by rising
and swelling passions.

¢ You are welcome, Martin ; come in/

He flung down the axe, which he had grasped
again with savage recklessness ; and followed
me, swinging his hat, and taking long strides
through the hall, with haughtiness defiant of

ags.

¢If T had thought you came to see me, Martin,
Ishould have welcomed you before. You have
picked up new fashions in your travels ; I am
not used to visitors that go to chopping at the
woodpile instead of knocking at the door. Sit
down. Tl take your hat.’

He sank slouchingly upon a chair; but in-
stead of giving me his hat,he tossed it carelessly
into a corner of the room.

‘T supposed I wouldn't be considered fit to
enter a decent man's house,’ said he crossing his
legs with an arrogant bend of the neck. ‘I

| wouldn't knock and be refused. I've been some-

thing of & scamp and a good deal of a fool—I[
know it as well as anybody.’
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‘And you are sorrier for it than you are
willing any one should think, said I. °
‘ There’s no use in being sorry for what can’t
be helped.’ ’
" Yes, .there is,~—great use in it, Martin. Re-
pentance is the water that helps to wash us clean
. again, when we have been in the mire. - To pads
over our errors with a reckless and desperats
air, a8 you are endeavouring to do now, is to
add: foolishness to wickedness.’ ’
¢ Well, you are ‘right, there, said Martin,
frankly, penetrated by the direct trothfalpess
with which [ met him *I don’t know whether'F"
am -exactly sorry, but Ill tell you, sir, Tam

farions when I think what & perfect fool T hiave-

been—what a disgrace to myself—what & shiirid-
to my folks, who, I suppese, wen't owil '1*11}1,9,
again, fool that Fam! S

‘He guashed his teeth together, with: afex¥
preseion of remorse and-convulgive-pain ‘Whith
drew me nearer to him than I could get befors:’
Hardened villany repels us ; but the homentthe
sinper softens, the moment: periftence appéaty;’
our sympathies flow out to him, alt the deeper
and-more impulsive for the great bairier-of gailt
which has kept us from him hitherto, but which'
we now feel breaking away. =~

1 U Martin? said I, * is this indeed you! the
boy 1 used to watch with such interest as you
grew up, hoping such great and good things of
you! O Martin, where have you been ?'

Pity and tender affection gushed from my
heart, and prevented him from taking offence at
anything I might say. And I went on, pictur-
ing to him the promise of his boyhood, the love
and expectation of his friends, the noble and
happy life he might have lived, and the darkly
contrasting career of vice and wretchedness to
which his youth had been abandoned.

His swaggering defiance was all gone, and
tears of anguish and contrition ran down his
sun-burnt face.

‘I know it all! I know it alll' he said, with
stifling sobs ‘I have thought of my home until
my heart yearns as if it would break. ButI
don’t dare to go there. I can’t bear to have my
sisters see me so,—it would kill my mother!
And my father will never forgive me!

‘ Your father is an excellent, kind man,’ I
said.

‘I know that, but he is stern; and when his
mind is made up, it is like melting granite to
attempt to move him. I wrote him a few weeks
ago, telling him I was willing to come back.
Here is his answer.’ X

Martin took a letter from a pocket of his tat-
tered coat, and gave it me to read,

In a hand that trembled with emotion,~—in
.words that seemed alive with the grief of a
broken-hearted father, yet stern as that father's
iron will,—the old man had responded to his
son’s appeal.

Instead of money, he sent him reproaches for
the past, and counsel for the future. Instead of
inviting him home with a loving welcome, he
reminded him of the many and earnest warnings
with which he had endeavoured to check his
son’s ruinous career.

‘ You have deapised those warnings,’ he said.
‘ Youhave reduced me almost to beggary in my
old age. T have sent you to school in vain. I
paid twelve hundred dollars.to keep yon out of

-fire. t0.Sqire Ame’s house.
-sand: dollars to you, toset. you up in business,
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jail, when in & fit of drunkenness you bad set
I trusted two thou-

on.your solemn pledges of fidelity and industzy.
Tou squandered every cent of it. I have paid
for the carriages you have broken, and for the
horses you have ruined by over-driving. ‘How
have I'been rewarded for all this? What en-
couragement have I now to send you moneyin.

your distress? You have forfeited ali claim

upon me. ~Never send or come to.me again for

.assigtance. -You have gone wilfully from my
. Heart and. my home, apd your follies have.block~
.ed:ap ¢he way behind you.’

- few words of golemn entreaty, that Martin

. would hy.virtuous conduct redeem the past, con-
~cluded the inexorable father’s letter.

%Yol see,’ said the young man, who had re-

; dovered  himself, while 1. was. reading, °there
. duesr’t seem to be much chance for me thers.
1But something .had driven me back. s
.my poverty alone, for I could have done some-
: thing;<~orT could have starved ; I would rather

It isn't

have:starved ; but I was forced to come,~I have

. walked more.than a hundred miles,—I have

begged by the way; and now what am I here
for? 1 camethrough the woods and across the
fields to your-house,~for you are the only man
1 dared to see, and I scarcely dared to see. you I’

‘Have courage ! I gaid. ¢The hand of Pro-
vidence ig in it. You have been guided ; it is
for some wise purpose that you have been led
here. All will be welll think!

Ieonducted him, humbled and weeping likea
child, to a room where he could wash himself,
and change his dress. I gave him clothes of my
own to put on. Then Isent a private message
to his mother, who lost no time, but hastened to.
meet herson. Iavoided being present at their
interview, but I could not help overhearing the
8obs of both behind the closed door.

When the sound of weeping had subsided, I
knocked and entered. -

Mrs Lockwood came forward to meet me with
extended hands, herfacefull of hope and grati-
tude, and tearful entreaty.

‘I thank you. I thank you, for restoring to

me my child ' she exclaimed with a -burst of
emotion, ¢ He is changed—don’t you see he iz
changed ? He was never so humble, 50 softened
—his heart never opened to me 8o before—my
Martin, my Martin, he is still my son I’

‘She turned from me to embrace once more
the young man, who now sat with his head
upon his breast, weary, crushed in spirit, heav-
ing deep sighs from his overburdened heart.

t A true mother will never deny her son I
answered. ‘And, indeed, Martin never needed
love and sympathy—perhaps he never deserved
them—as he does now. Will his father consent
to see him 7

¢‘Ido not know! 0, Ido not know ! wept
the poor, yet trembling mother. ¢ He has loved
him better than any child we have But he will
never hear his name mentioned now. Sometimes
he lays groaning all night, and in his-sleep I
have heard him start and cry out as if he was in
pain, 4 Martin! Martin ! you kill me, you kill
your father!” He isn’t the same man now,—he
is gloomy and silent,—he seems always brood-
ing over some great sorrow, and we can gness.
what that sorrow is. .
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Without designing it, the mother sent daggers
{0 the heart of her son. He burst forth into a
deep cry of agony, and twisted his hands in his
hair. Iendeavoured tosoothe him, and prevent
his doing violence to himself.

‘Let me go! said he. ‘Let me go. I had
better have died than ever to have come back !
Why dido’t I drown myself in the river, as I
was tempted I

¢ Nomore of that! I said, somewhat severely.
‘ The errors of the past are to be retrieved, not
sealed up with the black seal of despair. I pro-
mise you, Martin, that if you truly desire and
will it, you shall be a man yet, restored to your
home and friends, and to your own self-re-
spect. Will you go and tell his father he is
here ?'

‘0, [ dare not! said Mrs. Lockwood. ¢With
all his kindness, he is so stern, he is so set
against Martin now ; it must be broken to him
by degrees, and you must do it!’

‘I shall send for him, then,’ I answered.

But I was saved that trouble by seeing Mr.
Lockwood shortly afterwards pass by the house.
I hailed him from the door, and invited him to
enter my study.

He came in,—a tall, iron-framed man, slightly
bent, with thin, grey hair, and wan features,
that looked as if they had known affliction, and
became greatly reconciled to it.

He sat down in the chair his son had sat in
but a short time before. As I watched the ex-
pression of his stern, sorrowful face, I thought
bow strange it was that he could sit there, and
think and speak of that son as distant and lost,
unconscious that he was even then in the next
room,with but a balf closed door between them !

Yet Mr Lockwood must have felt the influence
of the drama that was enacting so near him.
He seemed to know that I wished to talk with
him about Martin.

‘I have been told,’ said I, *that your son has
written you a letter. Is he coming back 7’

‘I had a presentiment when I came in, that
I was to have my feelings wrung again I he re-
sponded, uneasily moving, and knitting his
brows. ‘I'd rather not talk on that subject.
It causes useless pain.’

‘I have heard from your son, I said.

* Ah? He started, and his grey eye flickered
with emotion a3 he turned its qnestioning glance
upon me. ‘He has written to you ?’

‘I have news of him, and I know that he is
penitent. He would return to you, if you would
receive him. A crisis in his life has arrived ;
his whole future—perhaps his soul’s salvation—
turns upon the event., Would !we cast off a
brother at such a time? How much less a
son !’

‘It is useless! cried the old man shaken by
anger, or pain, or both. ‘I have tried him, he
has failed me in everything ; God forgive him—
I can't

‘Has he sinned against you seventy times
seven? I mildly inquired.

‘ Yes, and more! Yet—yet—,tis not that I
don’t forgive him—I wish him well—but he has
no longer any claim, he is no longer my son ;
never mention his name to me again !

He arose Wwith violent emotion, his cane
trembled in his grasp, and he was hurrying
away, when I gently detained him.
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‘Hear one word, and I will never importune
you again on this subject. I have seen your
son.

Without speaking, he looked at me strangely,
pale, and shaking more and more,—and suffered
himself to be led back to a chair.

‘1 have seen him, and if I know anything of
the human heart, Martin is a changed creature.
Not poverty only, but a realization of his guilt
toward you, and a yearning for forgiveness, for
a better life, has brought him back. Have we
not sinned—have I not, have you not—against
our Father, brother Lockwood ?

¢ God only knows what a sinner I am ! ex-
claimed the old man, with his head bowed upoa
his cane.

“And does God stand out when you return te
Him, and remind you of your many offences
which He refuses to forgive? Or does He open
His merciful arms, and tenderly receive you
back?

‘No more! no more! he groaned aioud. ‘I
tell you it is useless. You only agonize me.
My mind is made up. God's ways are not our
ways. I have done all I can, He will require
no more.’

‘And you will go home to-night and pray,
“ Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us!” How will that prayer be
answered ? O, dear Saviour I I said, ‘how long
before we shall receive Thy divine lessons, not
in our understandings merely, bnt also in our
hearts and lives’ We preach charity, and live
for selfishness. We pray for love, and nourish
hatred. We hope to be forgiven, while our
hearts are hard with stony vindictiveness. Are
we utterly self-deceived ? Is our religion all a
vain show ?'

I opened the Book, and read the page to
which my hand instinctively turned. It was
the parable of the prodigal son. All the sim-
plicity, beauty, and pathos of that divine story
opened up to me with & power and freshness
and vividness I had never felt before.

At the close, the old man was sobbing. Other
gobg, too, were heard in the adjoining room.
I opened the door and made a sign. Simul-
taneously mother and son came forward, and
threw themselves at the old man’s side.

‘Here he is, father. Here is Martin, onr
child, our son!” articulated Mrs Logkwood, dis-
engaging the father's hand from his cane, and
pressing it upon the bowed head of the returned
prodigal. The old man wept aloud. It was
gometime before any one spoke. Then Mr Lock-
wood faltered forth,—

¢ Martin—my only son—my child, I forgive
you. O may God bless You, and make you
His! And he embraced him, while his tears
showered down like rain upon the young man’s
penitent head.

And that evening the three walked home
together ; the young man, with his father lean-
ing on his right arm, and his mother on his left.
And they walk so still, through the valley of
life; he a devoted son, all his wild, youthful
strength subdued to manly uprightness and
tender filial affection; they, a patient, aged
pair, moving caimy and unshrinkingly towards
their final goal, those gates of death through
which we all must pass.—American Paper.
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FINISHING THE WORK.

Ever in life is a work to do,
Long enduring, and ne'er gone through ;
Seeming to end, and begun anew.

Knowledge hath still some more to know ;
‘Wealth hath greater to which to grow;
Every race hath farther to go.

Say not, e’en at thy latest date,
Now I have nought but to rest and wait;
Something will take thee without the gate.

What if thine earthly task be o'er,
Still is another for thee in store ;—
Heavenward walking, and heavenly lore ;

Graces to nurture ; snares to shun;
Sins to get rid of, one by one:
This is a work which will ne'er be done.

Only one, when he bowed the head,
Where on the cross he for thee had bled,
Rightly then, ®It is finished,” gaid.

Well on thy bed of death for thee,

I1f then said it may rightly be

‘" Christ hath finished my work for me.”
Lor:{ Kinloch,
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GEMS FROM OLIVER HEYWOOD.
BORN 1629, pI1Ep 1702.

1. SpiriTuAL goods are a Christian’s riches,
and he ought to be rich in these riches—rich in
faith, and rich in good works.

2. God judgeth of the fruits by the root,
though men judge of the root by the fruits. A
heart after God’s own heart is better than the
tongue of men and angels. The best perform-
ances are not current coin with the God of
heaven, except they issue out of the mint of an
heart where God’s image is stamped.

3. Moses’ ark had staves for removing fur-
ther ; Jacob’s ladder had stairs for ascending
higher. Christians must sing the song of degrees
in this world, and should seek to be renewed
day by day. They wust strive both for fulness
of grace and fulness of joy.

4. Humility is not only agrace, but a vessel
to receive more. The high and holy God fills
the humble and lowly heart. The King of heaven
loves to walk upon this blessed pavement. Be
nothing in your own eyes, and you shall be the
temple for the God of all grace to lodge in;
yea, He will fill you with abundance of grace
here, and glory hereafter.

Subbuth B eadings.

THE RESPECTABLE SINNER.*

The majority of men in Christian lands
imagine that they occupy a sort of inter-
mediate position between saint and sinner.
They allege that they are not so depraved
as to be numbered among the wicked, and
vet they admit they are not so holy and
separated from the world as to be styled
the saints of God. They scem to occupy
that extensive border, land that lies between
Christ and the world ; and nothing could
shock them so much as an open renuncia-
tion of the Gospel. They have never, in
their whole lives, experienced the love of
(rod, or the sense of sin, or the need of for-
giveness. They die without any great fear,
or lively hope; to the last more interested
about the least concerns of this world than
about the greatest of the next. And yet
many of these individuals, in spite of their
systematic indifference to eternity, are re-
markable for the purity of their morals;
many of them have strong attachments and
quick human sympathies ; while they not
unfrequently cherish a stoical feeling of up-
rightuess or a peculiar sensitiveness to dis-
honour.

This is the very class against which the
word of (God most frequently directs its

threatenings. The sacred writers draw a
moral portrait of the average men and
women of society—pleasant friends, agree-
able companions—and they affirm, without
the least hesitation, that such persons shall
not escape the damnation of hell. The
tares are so like the wheat that the servants
cannot distinguish them previous to the
general harvest, and yet they are doomed
to the quenchiess flame. The servant who
hid his talent in the earth was unprofitable
rather than wicked, and yet his Lord calls
him a wicked and slothful servant, and
takes from him the talent which he had
neglected. Thevirgins who had no oil were
excluded from the marriage feast. It was
the fruitless fig tree—fit emblem of many
a fruitless professor—that the Saviour cursed
on his last journey to Jerusalem, in conse-
quence of which it withered to the very
root.

Our Saviour teaches the truth, for which
we contend, in plain and simple language:
“IIe that believeth on the Sonhath life ;
he that believeth not the Son shall not sce
life; but the wrath of Go.l abideth on him.”
Our Lord passes by all the higher forms of

* By Rev. J. Hogg, Guelph.
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wickedness—the case of the avowed infidel
and the openly profane—and he fixes ex-
clusive attention on him who believes not ;
on the man who is too careless and in
different either to disbelieve or misbelieve,
and he affirms that such an individual is
condemned already. In order to preciude
the possibility of mistake, we are informed
that inlifference is real hostility. ¢ He
that is not for me,” says Christ, “is against
me, and he that gathereth not with me,
scattereth abroad.” And when the Son of
Man shall sit on the throne of his glory,
those who have neglected to live as the
members of Christ’s mystical body, as well
as those who have persecuted and wasted
the Chureh, shall be condemnaed to the ever-
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels,

The apostles draw the same portrait of
the respectable sinner, and denounce
against him the wrath of God as unspar-
ingly as did their divine Master. The testi-
mony of the apostle Paul is explicit :—
“ Other foundation can no man lay than
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” The
phrase “than that is laid ” should be ren-
dered: “beside that which is laid.” The
apostle refers to those who build their hopes
of cternity on a false foundation altogether,
but so near the true one, that the careless
obserwer at a distance is apt to mis-
take the one for the other. *“He who
loves not,” and not only he who hates, “the
Lord Jesus, let him be anathema” or ac-
cursed. The devil works in the children of
disobedience as well as in the sons and
daughters of transgression. “The Lord

Jesus shall be revealed from heaven in flam- -
ing fire, taking vengeance on them that .
krow not God, and that obey not the gospel |
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of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The anthor of
the epistle to the Hebrews assures his con-
verts that there is great danger, lest in a
season of peculiar temptation, or in a time of
simple inadvertence, they should allow the
things which they have heard to slip,—silen-
tly to escape as liquid oozing from a leaky
vessel ; or without observation as the noise-
less stream flows past. He asks with peculiar
earnestness :—“ How shall we escape if
we neglect,” not if we despise, “so great
salvation ?” The Israclites who perished in
the wilderness came short of the rest of
Canaan by being just a day too late in be-
lieving the divine testimony. Anditis a
melancholy fact that many are not far
from the kingdom of God who shall never
enter it; they are almost saved, and yet die
altogether lost.

'We have a fine illustration of this solemn
truth in Bunyan's Pilgrim’s Progress. Bun-
yan saw, in his dream, Ignorance ferried
over the river of death in Vain Hope's
boat. He went up to the gate of heaven
and knocked for admission, but was prompt-
ly refused. The two shining ones, who had
conducted Christian and Hopeful to the
Celestial city were commanded to bind his
hands and feet and heave him away. Then
they took him up and carried him through
the air to the door that Bunyan had pre-
viously seen in the side of a hill, and put
him in there—through the path that leads
down to woe. “Then I saw,” says this
inimitable dreamer, ¢ that there was a way
to hell, even from the gates of heaven as
well as from the city of destruction.” There
is a way to hell from the church and the
communion table, as well as from the ball
room and the theatre.

A SONG IN THE NIGHT.

« Thiugh he slay e, yet will I trust in him."'—~Job.
Yes! it is best,
Though waves of fiery trial o’er us sweep ;
And seeking rest,
We're tossed about upon a restless deep.

Left on the brink
Of ruin, 'mid wild seas and wilder sky,
We cannot sink ;

A presence breathes around us—Christis nigh .

The crested deep
Is but His pathway ; the winds His wings:
He does not sleep,
When cloud-robed night her gloom and ter-
rors brings.

He trod the wave [height

7 -‘nds des y ;
Whern winds descended fierce from Hermon's
Intent to save [night.

Hiz foved ones in that wild and starless

Still He is nigh;
Though we may see Him not for blinding spray,
Or tear-dimmed eye ;
We feel Him, and in trust pursue our way.

Our heartz are sad,
And breaking almost, sometimes, but we seek
No other road ;
The spirit fears not, though the flesh is weak.

"Tis best ; we know
"Tis best ; we would not even wish to move
One pain, or woe,
Or sorrow from our way. We know 'tis love

That planned the whole ;
And when at last we've gaincd our heavenly
rest,
From that blest goal
We can look back, and see that all was best

(DR S
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