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THE LEADING CANADIAN COLLEGE,
ST. THOMAS, ONT.

FOR
YOUNG
WOMEN.

e c——

24r Nearly 200 STUDENTS last year. 17 Graduates
and Certificated Teachers in Faculty.
Courses with Certificates and Diplomas in Litera-

Graduating

ture, Music, Fine Arts, Elocution and Commercial

Science.

MCcLACHLIN HALL,

The elegant new addition, costing $20,000, now open.

24 Thorough work., Low Rates. Good Roard,

60 pp. Announcement FREE. Address,

11y

PRINCIPAL AUSTIN, B.D.

PARKER'S STEAM DYE WORKS,
Head Office and Works, 787-91 Yonge St., Toronto.

Chief Receiving Ofices—20% Yonge, 475 Queen West,
1,267 Queen West, Toron 6 John St. North, Hamilton:

rantford . Paul St.. St. Catharines ;
'k, Galt; 7 Dundas St., London, |
je bt W e Avparel, Damask, Repp
snd Lace Cartaing, Ostr Feathers, etc., clvaned and
dyed. Sendd for pamphlet containing Price and Color List.
Express orders promptly attended to. 11-1y

CURES
CONSTIPATION

such as 8ick Headache, Bad
Blood, Foul H mors, Dizzi-

ness, Heartburn, and the

Irreqularity o/ the Bowels.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

And a'l the attendant evils.

general ill-health eansed by |

ONTARIO LADIES’ COLLECE

WHITBY, ONT.

The most elegant of the Ladies’ Colleges. More thor
oughly equipped than ever. Those intending to enter now
or after Xwas should make immediate appl' cation to

11y REV. J. J. HARE, Ph.D., Principal

CALT BUSINESS COLLEGE

AND S3HORTHAND INSTITUTE.

A practical School of Shorthand and Typewriting
Lowest Rates an | most Rapid Tuition Cirenlars Free
11y J. SHARP, PRINCIPAL, Main Street, Galt, Ont.

ALBERT COLLEGE

BELLEVILLE, ONT,,

to be one of the most thorough
jo. The Academy of Muslc,
of Fine Arts, and School
t Specialists and Teachers

Is universally admitted
Praining Schools 1n Ontarl
Business College. Academy
of Elocution, are in charge of
of experience.

Large Classes are prepared Annually for Matriculation
in Arts, Teachers' Certificates and the Preliminary Exami.
nation of the Methodist Church. For Circulars, address

81y REV. W. P. DYER, M.A,, Principal.

GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878,
W. BAKER & CO/S

Bredkfast Cocoa

Is absolutel, ure and
it is soluble.

No Chemicals

are used in its preparation. It has
more than three ti | cs the strength of
Cocon mixed with Starch, Arrowroot
r, and is therefore far more
less than one cent
nourishing,
DIGESTED,
for invalids
as weli as for persons in heaith.

Sold by Grocers yerywhere.
W.BAKER & C0., Dorchester, Mass.
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s Grade .
Chimes & Peals for Churches, %
Colleges, Tower Olocks, ete. .
Fully warranted; satisfaction™

Badies cry because thev suffer.  Their little
gums are inflamed, and thiir b dieg are more or
less feverish.  1f vou wil' tie arcund their necks
ove of NORMAN'S Electric Teething Neck-
laces you wil xee a wonderful cha e for the
better; their sufferings will ¢ a-e and their g neral
heal h 1 inprove. A k f r Norman's, take no
other, you will be pleased. Price 50 cents.

guaranterd.
and eatnlogue,
HENRY McSHANE & CO.,
Bariions, Md., U.S.
Mention this p

Send for price

GATHERED JEWELS, No. 2.
e ki sl

THE NEW 8. 8. SINGING BOOK FOR 1889,

is receiving the praise of all.

Both hymns and tunes contain variety, character, and

| merit of the highest order. 102 pp. 830 per 100, 2hc,
for sample copy in boards, Address WILLIAM BRIGGS,
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More Faith and More Patience.

BY MARY F. LATHROP.

1 gave about decided to give up my class
in the mission, I am utterly disheartened. 1
have tried so hard and failed. 1 believe those
boys are thoroughly depraved.” So wrote my
friend on the eighth of December. One week
later her letter said : ** Do forget what I wrote
about my precious boys. Three of them have
been converted, and four more are deeply con-
victed, Isn't God good? I will never be faith-
less again.” As I read the second letter, I
though of Spurgeon’s words: ** We write bitter
things, and Go:
gracious things in lieu thereof.”

There are many doubting Thomases among
Sunday-school teachers, and when results do
pot come in our time and our way, we are very
apt to indulge in sackcloth and bitterness,
After earnest, faithful v ork, it seems very hard
that we see no result

Courage, dear teache.  No true labour ever
was in vain, A little more faith, and a little
more patience. The brightness of the future
will seem all the greater from the darkuess of
the present. In God's time the seeds you have
planted will grow into great trees, in the
shadow of which you may find shelter and rest.
The waiting seems dreary, but have faith and

| patience, dear heart, for the recompense is

blots them out, and writes |

beyond.—8. 8. Journal.

e —————

I wiLL love thee, O Lord, my strength.
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Sundap School Hanner.

W. II. WITHROW, D.D., EDITOR.

TORONTO, NOVEMBER, 1859.

Marks of Progress.

Our space is so full that we have only room
to note a few marks of progress in anticipation
of the meeting of the Sunday-school Board,
when a full report will be made. The year has
been one of great prosperity, there being an
increase of 1,113 in the number of teachers and
7,057 in the number of scholars in our nearly
3,000 schools.  The best of all is, that nearly
10,000 conversions — 9,725 --are reported in the
schools, with over 36,000 attending clags, ‘The
income and expenditure of the sunday-schoel
Aid and Extension fund is considerably in-
crcased, and the circulation of all the Sunday-
school periodicals very largely. Such contnned

gress, year after year,is a seul of the divine
upproval on the labours of the nearly 30,000
deveted Sunday-school teachers of our Church,
and an inspiration to continued endeavour for
the glory of God and the salvation of souls.

Missionary Aid Fund.

Deak Sik,—I am much pleased with extracts
from letters on Extension Fund for Nunday
schonl Aid, for it revives the early associations
of 1839, when first I began to superintend a
Sonday-school in Sounth Burgess, in our feeble
efforts in the working-days of foundations, to
that great and noble structure now with its
appliances at work.  Shall we not encourage all
our Sunday-schoo!s to double their extension
fund, so the weak may be encomaged in their
labours of love and devotion? Most of my life

has been spent in superintending Sunday-
schools. Iam now a teacher of sixty-five years
of age. It has been my pleasure to build and
help to build up four good Sunday-schools, which
are u credit to the Sunday-school workers who
attend them—a live nureery; and when I look
over the past labours of life in the work, Iam led
to thank God and take comage as I view reports
of progress. If our labours have been so suc-
ccﬁ}ully blessed to carry the bauner for Sunday-
school workers, let us hold out some indnce-
ment to our weaker schools, to strengthen and
encourage them, for 1 know by early experience
how the favor of friends inspires in those days
of anxiety to keep Sunday-schools alive during
the hot days of July and August. I am 8o
glad that winter-killed schools are now becom-
ing a varity, and July schools are enlivened by
faithful and devoted teachers.—S, 8. TEACHER.

ParKHILL, ONT.

Sunday-School Methods.

A pasTOR tells, in the Sunday-School Journal,
the story of his success in carrying on a
teachers’ meeting, and reviving his Church ina
community where, for many years, there had
been but little life or interest. e found, on
entering the woik, about twenty-five teachers,
of whom less than one-fourth were in the habit
of studying the lescon they were to teach. He
says:

“Some did not see the lesson until they came
to school, and during the opening exercises
they hurriedly stole over it. At last I an-
nonuced that T would be glad to meet, at my
study, all the teachers who desived to prepare
themselves in that wey for their Sunday-sc hool
lessons. At the hour appointed a few came.
They found me thoroughly prepared to teach
the lesson. I had speut the whole day upon it.
When they left they were prepmed to teach
it, its doctrines, its geography its practical
applications, to recite the Golden Text, the
outline—in short, they had arasped the lesson,
A precious, earnest scason was spent in prayer
for the Holy Ghost upon ourseives and the
school, and we all felt that it was geod {or us
to be there. "t'he next week there was a large
increase in the attendance, and 8o on each
until atmost all, and many of the older

wame.  Then the idea began to grow
» who were so indifferent about their
sacred work as to go to their clusses without
thorough prepavation, onght not to be teachers,
Pressure followed, and finally that class of per-
sons forfeited their classes, not bhecause they
Jdid nev attend the teachers’ meeting, hut be-
cause they vould not qualify ti -mselves to
teach, A sweejing vevival ol re n followed,
that resulted in the conversion of ¢ Imost all the
unconverted of the schuol ; and when I left the
charge, one of the flonrishing features was the
teachers’ meeting.  What were the
the success? 1. The pastor at the head of that
Church felt he was vesponsible for the char
acter of teachers and teaching. 2. The con-

evenin,
scholars

that the
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tagion of earnestness fired his corps of teachers.
3. He set apart as inviolable a sufficient time
to prepare himself thoroughly to teach the les-
son, 4. The hour was made evangelistic in its
spirit.

[ believe that these secrets have the swing
of conquest.” - Pilyrim Teacher.

———

Temperance Pledges.

A Sunday-school secretary in New Bruns-
wick, asks the best way to get scholars to sign
the temperance pledge. Will some superinten-
dent or secretary, who hag been successful in
this work, kindly send us a brief account of his
methods? Address the Editor of the Sunday-
school BANNER.

Book Notices.

The Psychology of Attention. By Tu. Rinor,
Translated by J. Frizarraup, New York:
The Humboldt Publishing Co., 28 Lafayette
Place. Paper, price 15 cents.

Another interesting monograph by the same
distingnished author who has ulrvu-ly enriched
the iiterature of psychology with three very
remarkable works on ‘‘The Diseases of the
Will,” “The Diseases of Memory,” and **The
Diseases of Personality " vely,  The
works named have been translated into Eng-
published in he Humboldt
Like them, the present work is a
study of ve condite problems of psychology

_the nature angl workings of the mind of man

~presented in language understandable by

every intelligent reader. That it is instructive
“yoes without saving.”  But furthermore, it
is highly entertaini In the series of works
to which it belongs are found illustrations cf
abrormal psychic states more striking than the
¢ double perscnality” portrayed in **Dr. Jekyll
and Mr, Hyde.”

The Childhood of Jesus, and other Sermons, By
AnoLrne Moxon,  Translated by Rev. J. H.
MyrR:, j r, 40 conts  cloth,
75 cents ational Sunday-school and
Publishing Society, Boston and Chicago.

Adolphe Monoud, a Swiss Protestant minister,
who died in 1856, was one of the most eminent
preachers of his day. He lectured on theology
and Hebrew at the college of Montauhan from
1836 to 1852, and then became minister of the
Reformed Church of Paris,  Ablé s
himself an orator of great power suil of him:
“\We are all children in compavison.” It wes
a happy thought of the translatn to pive us
these sermonis from the great preacher  Any
sermons would have been welcome, but these
are peculiarly so, since they sre about childeen
and to childven, and take up the problem of
their Christian training and development in
such a way as to be a heljp both to them and to
pavents.  Pavents should read them to thei
children, and by reading them learn how to
influence their choldven for goud,

wordaire,
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Opening and Closing Services.

OPENING SERVIUE,

1. Silence,
1. Doxology.
111. Responsive Service.
.s’upll, How excellent is Thy loving kindness,
() God !
Sehool, Therefore the children of men put
their trust under the shadow of Thy wings.
Supt. They shall be abundantly sutisfied
with the fatness of Thy house,
School. And Thou shalt make them drink of
the rivers of Thy pleasures.
supt. For with Thee is the fountain of life.
Schoul. In Thy light shall we see light.
Supt. Commit thy wav unto the Lord.
School. Trust also in Him and He shall bring
it to pass.
Supt. Restin the Lord and wait patiently

for Him,

School, Those that wait apon the Lord, they
shall inherit the earth.
1V, Singing.
V. Prayer.

[. Class Study of th
11. Ninging Lesson b
11, Recitation of 1}
line, and Doctrinal Sug
concert,
1V, Revie
by Pastor or 8
V. The Supply
V1. Announce
service, and wee

pplication of the Lesson,
fitendent.

iental Lesson.

ents (especially of the Church
-evening prayer-meeting).

CLOSING SERVICE,

Supt. My son, forget not My law ; but let
thine heart keep My commandments; for
length of days, and long Life, and pence, shall
they add to thee,

school, The Lord our God will we serve, and
Iis voice will we obey.

Dismission.

APOSTLES' CREED,

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and carth 3 and in Jesus Clvist His
only Son our Lord : who was conceived hy the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, »
under Poutins Pilate 3 was crucitied, dead, and
buried 3 the thivd day e rose from the deal ;
He asceraled into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Alwmighty ; f
then e e shall erme to judge the g
the dead.

1 believe in the Holy Ghost ; the Haly Cath-
olic Chuech: the communion of sants ; the
forsiveness of sing; the resurrection of the
body 3 and the life everlasting.

Amen,
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BIBLE LESSONS.

FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY.

LESSON V.
Authorized Version,
2 Sam. 15, 1-12. [Commit o memory verses 4-6.]

1 And it came to pass after this,
taat Alsa-lom prepared him char-
fots and horses, and ffty men to run
before him.

2 And Ab'sa-lom rose up early,

TED and stood beside the way of the

® Luate: and it was s, that when any

man that had & controversy came to |

_Jthe king for judgment, then Ab/sa-

lom called unto him, and said, Of

what city art thou? And he said, Thy servant is of one
of the tribes of Is'ra-el,

3 And Ab/sa-lom said unto him, See, thy matters are
good and right: but ere is no man deputed of the
king to hear thee.

4 AWsa-lom sald moreover, Oh that I were made judge |
in the land, that every man which hath any suit or
cause might come unto me. and I would do him Justice ! |

5 And it was 50, that when any man came nigh o zim
to do him obefsance, he put forth his hand, and took
him, and kissed him,

6 And on this manner did Ab’sa-lom to all Is'ra-el
that came to the King for judgment: so Ab’sa-lom stole |
the hearts of the men of Is'ra-el.

7 And it came to pass after forty vears, that Ab'sa- \
lom said unto the king, I pray thee, let me go and pay
my vow, which I have vowed unto the LoRD, in He’bron. |

8 For thy servant vowed a vow while I abode at Ge'-
shur in 8yr'i-a, saying, If the Lokp shall bring me again
indeed to Je-ru’sa-lem, then I will serve the LORD.

9 And the king said unto him, Go in peace.
arose, and went to He’bron,

10 But Absa-lom sent spies throughout all the tribes
of Is'ra-el, saying, As soon as ye hear the sound of the
:'nunwl. then ye shall say, Ab/sa-lom reigneth in He'- |

ron.

11 And with Al/sa-lom went two hundred men out of |
Je-ru’sa-lem, At were called; and they went in their
simplicity, and they knew not any thing.

12 And Ab'sa-lom sent for A-hith’o-phel the Gi’lo-nite,
David's counselor, from his city, evén from Gi‘loh, while
he offered sacrifices. And the conspiracy was strong {
for the people increased continually with Ab'sa-lom.

B. C. 1021

C

|
|

80 he

DAVID'S REBELLIOUS SON.

(Nov. 3,
Revised Version,

1 And it came to pass after this, that Ab’sa-lom
prepared him a chariot and horses, and fifty men to
2 run before him. And Ab'sa-lom rose up early, und
stood beside the way of the gate : and it was so, that
when any man had a suit which should come t the
the king for judgment, then Ab'sa-lom called unto
him, and said, Of what city art thou?  And he said,
3 Thy servant is of one of the tribes of Is'ral,  And
Ab’sa-lom said unto him, See, thy matters are good
and right; but there is no man deputed of the king
4 to hear thee, Ab/sa-lom said moreover, Oh that 1
were made judge {o the land, that every man which
hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I
5 would do him justice! And it was so, that when
any man came nigh to do him obeisance, he put
forth his hand, and took hold of him, and Kissed
¢ him. Andon this manner did Ab'sa-lom toall Is'-
ra-¢l that came to the king for judgment : so Ab'sa-
Jom stole the hearts of the men of Is'ra-el.
7 And it came to pass at the end of forty years, that
Ab'sa-lom said unto the king, I pray thee, let me go
and pay my vow, which 1 have vowed uuto the
LoRD, in He'bron,  For thy servant vowed a vow
while 1 abode in Geshur in Syr'l-a, saying, If the
Lorp shall indeed bring me again to Je'ru-sa’lem,
then I will serve the LorD. And the king said unto
him, Go in peace, So he arose, and went to He'bron.
But Al/sa-lom sent spies thronghout all the tribes of
Is’ra-¢l, saying, As soon as ye hear the sound of the
trumpet, then ye shall say, Ab’sa-lom is king in
He'bron, And with Ab’sa-lom went two hundred
men out of Je-ru’sa-lem, that were invited, and went
in their simplicity; and they knew not any thing.
And AWsa-lom sent for A-hith’o-phel the Gi‘lo-nite,
Da’vid's counsellor, fram his eity, even from Gi'loh,
while he offered the sacrifices. And the conspiracy
wasstrong; for the people increased continually with
Ab’sa-lom.,

=

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

BY REV. MILTON 8, TERRY, D.D.,

Introduetory. —Although David's heinous iniquity
might receive a full gracious pardon, and his relie
.spiritexult in the divine mercy, the stern necessities of 1
divine justice inflicted on himsome bitter penal sorrows.
The word of prophecy by Nathan forewarned him that,
because of his sin, the sword should neve: depart from his
house, his wives should be openly dishonored, and the
child of Bathsheba should die. Comp. 2 Sam, 12, 10-14,
These judgments followed one another in too rapid sue-
.cession for David's peace. The child was stricken and
died ; his sin became known, and its evil iufluence, like a
foul leaven, worked in the court and in the nation. Am-
non’s incest with Tamar soon followed,and not long after
Absalom accomy 1 the ion of Amnon, and
then fled away for safety beyond the Jordan into the
mountains of Bashan. Thus heavy judgments came
upon the king, and it seemed indeed that the sword was
making great havoe in his house. Absalom was the son
.of Maacah, daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur. When
and how David first met her, or came to form an alliance
with her father, we are nowhere told. But Absalom
was specially dear to David, and he yearned to have him

Drought back from the land of his self-exile, This was

GARRETT BIBLICAL INSTITUTE.
~ngth accomplished, but only, as we shall see, to add
r pangs to the heart of the pitiable king. Absalom

45 Alled with mighty anibition, and could not rest. He
was lifted up with pride and self<onfidence, and prob-
ably fearing that he was not likely to attain the throne
of his father by regular succession, he sought by flattery
and foree to make himself master of the Kingdom.

Verse 1. After this, After Absalom’s restoration
and reception by the king, as deseribed in vers. 2033 of
the preceding chapter. Prepared him chariots and
horses. Compare the similar act of Adonijab, who at a
later day aspired to be king, and endeavored to usurp
the throne, 1 Kings 1. 5. Fifty men to run before
Wim. This would be n very conspienous affectation of
royalty. A son of the king riding in astate chariot, with
fifty footmen as attendants, would powerfully attract
theattention of the populace,

2. Rose up early. His intense zeal for himself
prompted him to early action. He would be first on the
ground, Beside the way of the gnte. Not in the

gate, where the judges were wont to sit in the old time
(comp. Ruth 4. 1), but on one side: literally, ** on the
Here he intercepted such persons as

hand of the way."
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came to Jerusalem with complaints of wrong, and by
flattering arts sought to ingratinte himselr in their good
will. These were the arts of a cunning plotter of rebell-
fon. A controversy. A caseof litigation, a quarrel,
which must needs go o the king for judgm Men
under a sense of Wrong are easy vietims of the flatterer.
Of what city. Thus showing friendly famillarity, and
affecting & particular interest in each new comer. Of
one of the tribes, This gives the general purport of bis
answer. The particular tribe would be, of course, in
each case named,

3. Thy matters are good. Thy cause is a just one
and ought speedily to be adjudged in thy favor. Noman
deputed. Rather, ' A hearer there is not for thee from
the king." Asmuch as losay, the king takes nointerest in
these wrongs of the people and does not trouble himself
to see that justice is done to every one. These were
treasonable words, but would have great weight with
one who felt himself injured by a Jax administration of
Justice.

4. Oh that | were made judge. rhese wordsbetray
his disloyalty and bold ambition. But every malcontent
in the land, and vain youths like Absalom himself, would
be taken with it. The rank of Absalom, as one of the
king's sons, and his great personal beauty and insinuat-
ing address, would thus soon gain for him mauy
followers.

5. Do him obelsance, As a prince of the court, to
whom all loyal subjeets were expected to show deference,
Put forth .. .hand. . took .. Kixssed. Such royal
condescension was as {ngratiating as it must have been
at first surprising. €« mtinued with persistent care and
consummate tact, it had its effect in preparing the way
for a most serfous rebellion.

6. Stole the hearts.  Got control of them by decep-
tion and flattery. This seemed to his base thought the
surest road to the throne,

7. Forty years. This is an obvious error, and should
probably be read ** four yvears,” asit i in Josephus, and
in the Syriac and Arabic versions. The meaning most
natural to the context is that after four years of suchart-
ful flatteries and eonspir he felt ready to undertake
a bolder step. My vow.. Jin Hebron.  All this was
perhaps a mere pretext on the part of Absalom. He
wished to go to Hebron with a large company, and ye
not exeite suspicion,  Hebroa was where David began
to reign, and continued to reign for over seven years.
Chap. H It has been plausibly supposed that as He-
bron wi
many adherents there among the friends of his youth,
and perhaps many of the pec sile of Hebron felt keen dis-
satisfaction over the removal of the seat of government
to Jerusalem.

8. A vow ...at Geshur, Compare the language of
Jacob's vow at Bethel. Gen. 8. 2022, 1t is not im-
probable that Absalom made some sueh vow during his
stay in Geshur, for such hasty and Aekle natures are apt
to pass from extremes of e stional piety to most daring
conspiracy and erime. But it is also not improbable
that all this pretext of having made sueh a vow was a
plece of deception to blind the king to his real designs.
Comparea similar plea of David when he would test the
feeling of Saul toward him. 1 San, 20 6. Serve the
Lord. That is, according to the context, offer a great
sacrifice to him at Hebron, His taking two hundred
men with him (verse 11) would not seem strange or
suspicious, when he was known to be going to Hebron
for such a plous purpose.

9. Goin peace. Duvid seems to have been utterly
without suspicion that a fell conspiracy was hidden
under Absalom's avowed object of going to offer sacri-

flce at the place of his birth, and where he himself bad
reigned over Judah for seven years,

10. Sent spies, Scouts, working their way among
the people. reconnoitering the fand, ascertaining the
public fecling, and preparing the way for a glad re-
ception of the news that the generous and popular son
of David was in power. Sound of the trumpet. This
was the concerted signal by which the overt act of re-
bellion was to begin, and all his fellow conspirators
were to understand by that sound that Absalom reign.
eth in Hebron, and were to proclaim that fact wher-
ever they bad reason to belicve it would be acceptable.
The emissaries would prol ¢ have avoided publishing
these tidings where they 1d not depend on the sup-
port of the people.

11, Two hundre n. Not too large a company
for one who had | cen toride in a state chariot,
and have fifty en; (ver. 1) Called. Invited

guests, These we ure told went in their simplicity,
aot having been made privy to Absalom's treasonable
plans, They knew not any thing about the deep-laid
plot with which the sples had been intrusted. This
large company of guests consisted probably of as many
members of the court and persons of distinetion as Ab-
salom could persuade to accompany him. Compare his
treacherous generosity on a former festal occasion.
Chap. 13. 23-20.  Absalom probably thought that when
the tidings of his usurpation spread, the fact that,so
many persons of distinction were joined unto him
would silence opposition, and awe his enemies into sub-
mission.  He also reckoned, doubtless, that these guests
would soon aceept the new regine, and not prove false
to him after his daring act had been clearly tuken.

1

\ the time when he proposed to offer the

the birthplace of Absalom, he exped ted to find |

They would, at all events, be in his power.

12. sent for Ahithophel. This verse should be
understood as a condensed statement of numerous facts
without distinguishing the time of each procedure, We
need not suppuse that Ahithophel was not sent for until
(he festal party had assembled at Hebron, nor need the
expression while he offered sacrifices he explained as
requiring such a supposition.  This latter expr
should be translated ** when he offered the sac
and explained as referring to the time of the

1 | thought of the verse is, that Absalom sent and called

Ahithophel, notifying him to be present at Hebron at
acrifice whicly
they had doubtless already planned j ely together.
This offering of sacrifice was, with the ringleaders. of
the rebellion, no holy service to insure the blessing of
God, bat a means to blind the king and people, and
help to inaugurate sedition, Ahithophel is called the
Gilonite from his native city Giloh, which was one of
the cities of the hill country of Judah. Josh, 15 He
was one of David’s most sagacious and influential coun-
sellors, and his defection gave the rebellion  great
power and seriously troubled the heart of David. Comp.

ver. 31, It has been supposed that Ahithophel forsook
David on account of his sin with Bathsheba, since her
>

father was Ahithophel’s son. Comp. chap. 11. 8 o
T'he conspiracy was strong. Owing doubtless to the
same reason which’ alienated Ahithophel from David :
the royal erimes: too much Jaxity perhaps’in the ad-
ministration of justice, which Absalom had seen and
turned to his own interests ; and David's weakness in
| the hands of Joab, who seemed at times to lord it over
i“"' king, The people .. with Absalom. The royal
flatterer, the fast young man, the handsome courtier,
the affable friend, who had insinuated himself into the
hearts of multitudes from all the tribes, had a large fol--
lowing.
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Among the lessons to be
bellion are the following :

1. Political demagogues are generally characterized by
poinp, pride, inordinate ambition, and nsinuating tat-
tery.

2. False and hypoeritical hearts hide their evil designs
under the mask of religion.

3. The lack of prompt and rigid administration of
Justice opens the way for rebellions.

4.

iross immorality in a sovereign will shake a peo-

ple’s confidence, and alienate his ounce trusted friends.
5. The offenses of & ruler lead to visitations of chas-
iIsement which disturb the peace of a whole nation.

An English Teacher's Notes on the
Liessons.

BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

To the right understanding and appreciation of a
pleture it is important it sh uid be hung in the right
light, so that the eye may well take it in. The effect
may be utterly spoiled, either by its being hung in a
dark corner, or placed in the full dazzling glare, so that
{ts features cannot be perceived,

1t is of equal importance that the portraits of Scripture
should be placed in the right light. The teacher has
not to draw them ; that is done, and done even where
there is only & mere sketeh, with life-like vividness,
But he has s0 to hold them that the light may full in the
right manner, and that not ouly the leading features,
but the smaller details, shall be plain and clear. It is
hard for young people to realize that the characters of
Seripture were *tof like passions ™ with themselves
some appear too removed in goodness, others too
deeply sunk in evil, for want of being placed in the

Jearned from Absalom’s ve- | hint that fatber is mean, or mother is foolish, while the

ehild who thus eriticises them is far above such faults

3. In this manner he *stole the hearts of the men of
Istael,” It was as much theft as if he had deliberately
appropriated and carried away his father's personal pos-
sessions, e took by stealth the place in the affections

| of the people which by right belonged to his father,

and which uv to now had been Davids. And it is as
mean and shameful a theft when a child now contrives
o get into his own hands the rule and authority which
belong to a parent, and to supplant him in the estecin
of others,

4. He deceived his father. The story about the vow

| which be had ** vowed unto the Lord in Hebron ™ may

| have been perfectly correct

But it was not that vow

| which after the four years (which seems to be the prob-

ably correct version of ver. 7) spent in drawing after
himself the hearts of the people, took him away from

| the capital, but the necessity of acting at a distance

|

from the seat of existing government and choosing a
place which had once been a regal residence. No de-
ception i3 so bad as that practiced on a father or
mother.

5. He led others astray. The two hundred who went

| with him from Jerusalem ** Knew not any thing ™ of his

right light. Those who read the sad story, the begin- |

ning of which is set before us to-day, will naturally des
test the buseness of Absalom,  But it must be the teach-
or's aim so to show the picture that not merely the
actual history, but the sin recorded in it shall be viewed
with horror, and the need of watchfulness against this
very sin be impressed on the minds of the cl

Let us endeavor to set in the right light the acts of
Absalom recorded in the passage for to-day.

1. He assumed a state which was unsuited to him.
The chariots and horses and runners with which he
surrounded himself were the signs of regal diznity, and
Absalom, thongh a King's son, hed no right to them. It
may be asked, Why not? If he were able to procure
for himself all this pomp, why should he not? There
was nothing absolutely €inful in it.  But being con-
trary to universal custom it was more thana mere matter
of self-indulgence and show, It was an endeavor to
appear that which he was not - just one of the besefting
sins of young people in the present day. ** Why should
1 not dress handsomely 7 is the thought of many a
girl, **1have a right to wear what 1 like if I pay for
it.” Noj if the effect of the dress is to make you ap-
ar what you are not, it is wrong.

He spoke that which implied a censure on his
father. He was early at the “‘gate of Jerusalem,

. Absalom had in exe

where all complaints were brought, and where canses |

came up for trial,  And it appears that at this period

David bad relaxed his atiention to the wants of the |

people, and that justice was really negleeted. What

should a dutiful son have done in these cirenmstances? |
Certainly not what Absalom did —called attention to his |
father’s neglect, and taken advantage of it to display |

his own pretendegd zeal for the national good.  Does 1o |

son or duughter now refer to a parent's failings, and

rebellious purposes : but they were quickly involved in
them. And the greater part of the nation was for a
time drawn aside from their allegianee to the King God
md given them. No man ever sins alone.  His influ-
ence and example attract others after him.  Aud one
child who slights his father's or his mother's command,
disregards their wishes, or resists their authority, is
sure to lead others also into the paths of disobedience,
1t is a solemn question for the class:  Has my conduet
ever been, in any particular, similar to that of David’s
rebellious son'?

Cambridge Notes.
BY REV. JAMES HOPE MOULTON, M.A.
|'These notes are based on the Revised Version.)

THROUGHOUT these Iast years of his life, David wasto
be a constant example of the truth that the divine for-
giveness does not interfere with the laws of nature,
which demand inexorably that sin shall work out itsown
penalty.  His sin and its suecessive punishments were
alike due to the fatal econcession he had made to the
polygamons customs of Eastern monarchies. The jeal
ousies between the several households we eonstant
souree of strife ; and now that David’s paternal fond-
ness, aided doubtless by the recollection of his own
euilt, had prevented him from punishing his tirst-born,
iing a righteous vengeance aiso
contrived to remove the only man who stood between
him and the throne, Son of the prineess Maachah of
Geshur, he had inherited in an extraordinavy degree the
sivsical beanty of his father's family, but except in this
and in his power of winning popularity he owed
nothing to his deseent,  There is seareely o good word
1o be safd for him, unless it be such to admit that his
elder brother was even worse than he,  Vain, vindictive,
and false-hearted, withouta trace of gratitude to his over-
indulgent father, or of love toany one but himself, he had
not even the poor compensation of brains, which haveso
often atoned for darker erimes in the eves of a not too
diseriminating whrld,  Had his plot suceeeded, the new
king would have been only the gilded sepuleher of his
predecessor’s greatnesss,  He perished, and none wept
for him save the father, who saw in his vanished happi+
ness the just retribution for his own desolation of an-
other's happy home,
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VER. 1. The plot had been meditated for years, and
was doubtless suggested by resentment at David's severe
punishment of the brother who took into his own hands
the justice which was neglected by the royal father.
David's unfortunate half-measures—recalling Absalom
without a full pardon, and then restoring him without a
trace of roxn-nlunce»nllmululwl the frritation which
bred rebellion. Prepared an imitation of foreign state,
which was sure to be popular.  Fifty. Elijah made use
of this custom to impress Ahab. 1 Kings 18, 46; comp.
1 Sam. 8. 11; 1 Kings 1. 5. VER. 2 Gate. Of the
palace, where the king sat to dispense justice to all

comers. Comp. the "' High Gate " (la porte sublime), |

which is still the symbol of the Turkish government.
Possibly Absalom’s early rising was intended to fore-
stall the king, who would certainly sit in the gate dur-
ing part of the day. Of one. In each case, of course,

supplying the name. VER. 3. Said. Presumably, a(u-r:

hearing him state his case, though the favorable verdict
would have been just as certain without that formality.
Deputed. The form of Nathan's appeal for a judgment
(chap. 12. 1, 8qq.) suggests that the suits were often pre-

sented to the king by a man of high position who had |

sifted the case. Absalom suggests that the great mass
of work decided by David without such help must be
too hastily done. VER. 4. The prince does not express
a wish that he were king—he is far too wily—but only
suggests that his father might depute him to take his ju-
dicial functions in his advancing age. Probably enougn,
in this time of peace the number of litigants was much
too large to be fairly dealt with by one man ; and by dil-
igently fomenting this grievance Absalom was able to
create a feeling in his own favor in the country sur-
rounding Jerusalem. Litigants at a distance would |
generally get their cases settled by the elders in their |
own cities. And so it was that in the eventual division |
between Judah and the ten tribes, the latter sided with
David and the former with Absalom. Comp. chap. 10,
11. VER. 5. Instead of accepting homage as the heir-
apparent he would give the cordial greeting of an equal.
VER. 6. Stole the hearts of. 80 most translate, with the

But there is considerable authority for translat-

ing *‘deceived the men," as in the nearly identical |

phrase of Gen. 21,26, The people were too simple to
see through Absalom's sham interest in them. VER. 7.
Forty. 1t is curious that this palpable blunder should
appear both in the Hebrew and the LXX. The easy cor-
rection * four,” giveni by Josephus and some old ver-
sions, is just what we should expect.  But more probably
the larger numeral is due to the corruption of some
vague word, as “‘a long time."--Klosterman. In
Hebron. The punctuation of the text leaves us to as-
sume that the choice of a place to pay the vow was arbi-
trary. A rather stronger sense is obtained by altering
the Massorite punctuation and joining the words closely
with * to Jehovah.” His pretended vow was to ** Jeho-
vah in Hebron,” the national God as tutelar deity of the
ancient holy place where Absalom was born. Comp.

Jacob's offering to the ** God of Bethel.” Gen.35. 7, ete. |

VER. 8. Geshur was north-east of Bashan, about half
way between Damascus and the Sea of Galilee. Tal-
mai, Absalom’s grandfather, perhaps belonged to the
giant Anakim. Of course Absalom was not safe there
against so powerful a King as David, but be felt sure
that his father would not attempt pursuit. If, ete.
The sham vow is made in the bargaining spirit which
marked that of the unregenerate Jacob. Gen. 28, 20-22,
The **service " he promised would not be more than the
performance of a ceremonial. One text of the LXX.
adds **in Hebron™ at the end, and this seems right,

!tu be performed. VER. 10. These secret messengers
were to ascertain how mueh support there was likely to
be for an insurrection, and they would only give the
signal where they found suMcient discontent to work
upon, Hebron was a well-chosen rendezvous, not only
as focusing the grievance and tribal pride of Judah,
but as an ancient eity chafing at its loss of the position
of metropolis. Outside Judah the rebellion found little
support. David’s rule was wise and lenient, nor was
uis son likely to improve on it. VER. 11. Apparently
these were men of distinetion likely to join the plot on
finding themselves thus compromised. They went sim-
ply as invited guests to a feast like Samuel’s in 1 8am.
9,22, VER.12. The Hebrew text is manifestly unsound,
and 8o 1s tue LXX., but the sense of the Rev. Ver. is
likely in itseli and agrees with Josephus. Ahithophel's
extraordinary shrewdness is vividly commented on
(chap. 16, 23) and iilustrated by the advice he gave. In
brief this was to make the breach with David irrevoca-
ble and then to strike a decisive blow before the loyal~
ists had time to recover their alarm. By playingon Ab-
salom’s vanity so as to secure delay Hushai broke the
rebellion, which had no element of permanence. The
similarity between Ahithophel and Judas has often
been noticed. There is, however, mno evidence
| that Psu. 41 relates to David's traitorous counselor, so
that the application of John 13. 18 does not make Ahith-
thophel the type. Giloh. Josh.15.5. In the south be-
| low Hebron. While. He performed the ostensible ob-
| ject of his journey to give time for the assembling of
“ his adherents. Meanwhile that **fool's sacrifice ™ was
not unmarked by Him whose name was vainly used
| therein,

The Liesson Council.

| Question 8. To what excent was David responsible
| for the vebellion of Absalom?
|" Had not David sacrificed piety to policy in his mar-
| riage alliance with the pagan daughter of a pagan
: prince there had been no such turbulent character as
Absalom.  David’s twofold sin in this polygamous mar-
viage yielded the bitter harvest he reaped in the life of
the ungrateful son. David was further responsible for
‘ Absalom’s rebellion in that he condoned his erime of
| murder. Had he dealt with that according to law,
\ Absalom would not have added the erime of rebellion

to that of fratricide.—Rev. O. J. Cowles, D.D., Brook-
| yn, N. Y.
| o that extent that the absence of wise provision and

care involve. Absalom was subtle, planning, deceitful,
| and revengeful, as shown in his cgurse with Amnon.
| He doubtless knew of his father’s purpose to leave the
| kingdom to Solomor, and yet, as a son by & royal mother,
| and probably the eldest son living at the time, regarded
| himself as the rightful heir to the kingdom. This opinion
the people would be likely to share, David provided no
counteractives to the state of things likely to arise. The
King was responsible for the admininistration of justice
in the realm. David had failed to provide the proper
tribunals for this purpose. Dissatisfaction of the peoplé
was the result. His own sins had diminished the
respect and reverence in which he had once been held,
and the calamities which his sins had brought upon the
nation prepared them to listen to the voice of a dema-
gogue and break out in open revolt.—Rev, 4. Whecler,
D.D., Greeneville, Pa.

David's responsibility appears when we consider the

training of his son. Absalom was vain, self-willed, un-
principled. David, governed by excessive love, ignored

since the whole point was the place where the vow was | his faults, excused and palliated his offenses, failing ut~
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terly in the duties of reproof and punishment. A diso-
bedient and disrespectful son naturally developed into
a disloyal and rebellious subject.—Rev, M. D. Church,
Washington, N. J.

Liesson Word-FPicture.

BY REV. E. A. RAND,
SIMPLE-MINDED, weak-willed Abihu! Hehasa ™ con-

troversy ** with a neighbor, and he must go up to Jeru-

salem, find the king, and get judgment against the |

troublesome fellow, if he can. He i8 on his way now to
David's royal city. But what is that coming down the
highway behind that big, pretentious cloud of dust roll-
ing along ? Is it the great King himself ? Such a clat-
ter! Such a shouting! Rattling chariot-wheels and
prancing horses, and lo, before all, see the fifty men run-
ning! What is this fuss about? It is the great king
himself !

** No." says a spectator to Abihu. ** It is Absalom, the
king's son ! See him in that chariot? What a kingly air
he has! How royal his dress!"

It quickly goes by, this grand show, and a big, grayish
dust-cloud rolls up and hides the clattering, childish
display.

On the morrow Abihu is at the city gates. He is ina
hurry to get judgment that will break like 2 thunder-
eloud upon his neighbor ; and where isthe king, to pack
that cloud with thunder?

“That must be the king, the man over there,"
Abihu, ** He has such a distinguished look.™

Why, no, Abihu! It is not the great king.
a crown. but how he strides about, assuming a fancied
kingly strut!

“ I would like to find the King ! ** mutters Abihu.

But see! Abfhu, that grand being is strutting your
way! Yes, his distinguished eyes are fastened on you.
He is asking where you live, how your children may be,
and what want may bring yon here !

You have been wronged? Poor man!
Wantto see the king? 0, if he were only king!
would right injustice. And now, when you make a
silly obeisauce, he raises you and Kiss you like a
brother! And then your tardy eyes discover that it is
Absalom, whom you met in the highway! O favored
Abibu! You have no heart left, for it has all gone to
Absalom. As for brains, you had noneat the beginning.
In that sly way \h\..lnln-h als many hearts all over Israel,

The days run hastily by, and what is Absalom plotting
now? He has a vow to pay down in Hebron, How
sacred that vow ! The king must let him keep it. The
traitor! How his sly eyes glisten with fraud as he
stands before his unsuspecting father. Itis a wonder
his false tongue does not trip over his deceitful words,
The trustful king says, Go. But who else has gone
away ?
Who creeps along in the shade of the trees or some high
rock? Who travels by night more than by day ? Abihu.
Other spies have gone with him to whisper, right and
left, all over Israel, * soon as ye hear the sound of the
trumpet, then ye shall say,
bron!'™ O treason!

David! And now Absalom has gone.
soft hearts and four hundred swift heels have gone in
their simplicity with Absalom. Why, a great multitude
stand ready to shout for Absalom. And there is Ahith-
ophel, David's trusted counselor; he has joined the rebell-
fon. Soon the hydra wil! rear its head, open its mouth,
and cry, ** Down with David! "
Wait, though ! Let the conspirators wait !

reasons

He lacks |

There is a ulgnnl trumpet to sound.
Hark !
Treason soon will echo forth its peal.

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

ABSALOMS /7

[REBELLION./

(ADDER, /2

Absalom desired to succeed David on the throne, but
he tried to elimb up to that height in a wrong way. The
lesson on the blackboard is intended to show this. You
will notice that the sides of Absalom’s ladder are ** Van-
ity and ** Ambition.” Call the attention of the school
to the steps of the ladder : 1. Disovodience. 2. Flattery.
3. Deceit. 4. False pretense. 5. Rebellion, After
bringing out the points of the lesson, make the applica-
tion to touch on the life of every young person who

| climbs the wrong way in order to gain worldly fame or

Indeed ! |
He |

| from each.

Who steals hence by some secluded path? |

* Absalom reigneth in He- |
Would thatone of these whispers |
might swell to a tempest, taking quick warning to |

Two hundred |

riches.

DIRECTIONS FOR COLORS. The ladder can be all
brown, but it will be more distinct if you draw it in
white, and shade it in brown. The words on the ladder
must be of bright colors to show well, ** Vanity ™" and
** Ambition ** are to be made in bright red.

Primary and Intermedinte.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

LESSON TuovGHT. The Sin of Ingratitude.

Make the tables of the law on theboard. Number the
commandments, and print a suggestive word or two
A drill on the commandments is always in
order, and will form a good introduetion to this lesson.

With an eraser, suggest a break in the table, erossing
the fifth commandment. Say that this lesson tells how
the breaking of this led to the breaking of others.

Pin up a crown and scepter. Ask who wore the
erown of Israel at this time. Question a little about
David. Bring out some fact revealing his goodness and
greatness. Tell that now he was growing old. He had
sons who were men. Print ** Absalom,™ and tell what
a handsome face and form he had, how kind and pleas-
ant he could be, ete.

Show something fair and beautiful on the outside, but
ugly and wrong inside. A pretty box filled with refuse,
or a fair apple with a decayed heart will serve as il-
lustration.

Tell that Absalom's heart was like this—full of im-
purity—which he kept covered by a smooth outside,

What do we call one who seems to be what he is not?
Print ** Deceitful " before Absalom. Talk about deceiv-
ing ways in children, and show how untrue is the heart
that makes believe, even in little things.

Tell the story of Absalom’s trouble with his father
David—the killing of hiz brother and banishment from
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with wicked plans LI, His INsisceriTy.
Put forth his hand. .. . Kissed him. v. 5.

" Rom. 16. 18,
M Prov, 29, 5,

home for three years. Then the return
in his heart, but smooth words on his lips. Tell what 4‘
means he took to make the people admire and love him. | * By....falr speeches decelv
show a picture of a chariot § tell how he rode in kingly |  Flattereth ... .spreadeth a ne
style, and showed himself friendly to all the people. Did | 1V, s Fiuiar InpieTy.

he mean to do them good ¥ No; for all the time he was | _Absalom said unto the king. v. 7.
planning to break God's law. Whoever breaks thatlaw | * Honor thy father.” Exod. 20. A
harms not only himself, but all whom he meets, “The eye that mocketh.” Prov. 30,17,

| v TeEACHERY
Tell that Absalom wanted 0 v ;‘”:“ l::*'l”‘ 'f‘:‘:l"l‘( o
—~ take the crown from his father's | S¢! spies throughott. . .. trihes. Ve -
bead and ww:r it himself. * Mine own. ...against me." Psa. 4. 9,
HONOR } What commandment did be| “MAny rise up against me." Psa. 3. 1.
TRY y o v
break in even thinking of this 7 | poe 'GHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
| FRTHER || IR broken | THOU J
AND I THY ¢ IR Teach that in breaking
\ B one, all the others are in dan-| 1. All suceess depends on winning men's hearts. It
\MQTH—ER 3 ger. Absalom mnot only dis- | is alike true of clergymen, physicians, mechanics, mer-

Trickery and liectitude,

honored his father, but he stole what belonged to him. | ¢hants, politicians, and soldiers—of mothers at home
Read verse 6, Let children tell what other command- | ynd students at sehool ~that those who attaiv the high-
ments he broke. Dwell upon the sin and danger grow- | est and most permanent eminence are those in whom
ing out of lack of obedience to parents. God is our | their fellows have learned to repose the fullest confl-
Father. Do we honor and obey him? | dence. Even great intellectual power fails of its best

effectiveness when it is not based on the heart's aflec-

Berean Methods. | tions.
The Teachers' Meeting. 2. The tricky man may be temporarily suceessful,

Obtain from yourclass as full & deseription as possible | The art of ** stealing the hearts 1:( n'wn " is as easily ae-
of Oriental court splendors. From Distories, books of | quired as the art of >lljl{1|llk their watches, Its practice
travel, and such works as the Arabian Nights may be vequires no greater ability than the more common Kinds
gathered many fllustrations of this lesson ... Absalom a of theft, and it is quite as vicious and contemptible as
type of the ** smart* unserupulous modern politieian. they. There are few lines of life in which duplicity and

...Draw from the class the lineage of Absalom’s | luck of seruple may not for a while succeed 3 ther
mother, and the training that he may be supposed to | none in which they are not held in contempt when dis-
bave had from an idolatrous mother .. Trace Absa- | covered,
lom's history up to the present incident . .Bring out | 3. The tricky man cannot he permancntly success-
the characteristies of Ahithophel the Gilonite, a most | ful.  Even skeptical philosophers tell us that there is a
sugeestive character, and trace his history after his ad- | natural inw whic **makes for righteousness:™ that
herence to Absalom . . It might be well in studying this “one increasing purpose runs” through all secular
sstion already made in the JOUR- | €Vents—a purpose ci virtue and rectitude, All forces of
acher to be a geographer, who nature and of society tend to get the stolen watch away
should locate Jerusalem and Hebron, Gesharand Giloh ; | from the thief ;: and hearts are quite as prone as watches
another to be a historian, and trace the careers of Absit- | to slip from the grasp of an unworthy possessor. It is
1om, Ahithophel, ete. : a third to be an antiquarian, who | a8 impossible for even secular greatness to be well-
should explain the manners and customs which are trace- | founded upon tricks and pretense as for an Eiffel Tower
able in this narative 3 anda fourth, who might consid to be safely reared upon a quicksand.
this lesson from the philosophic standpoint, and trace A, Integrity is the highest wisdom. ** Honesty is the
the deeper causes which led to this great rebellion, | best poliey ** is a lame and limping maxim, for real hon-
Several of them can be found by a study of the last two | sty cannot be a “poliey ™ at all. But sincere. lofty
The leader of the meeting should | hurpose eventually  surmounts gl life's obstacles.
himself elieit the moral and spiritual lessons .. Do not | The man of veetitude is the true king of hearts. Tem-
fail to emphasize the offensive depravity of Absalom. | borary defeats only make his permanent success the
He was conceited, tricky, devoid of fllial affection, a more glorions, ** Godlines is profitable unto all things."™
murderer, an aduiterer, and a traitor, But he was
* popular.”. ... Public opinion is never a safe guide as |
to the true moral character of political leaders.

Refere:
ning footmen, 314, V
CLOPEDIA.  Prose, (28, 3

Jesson to follow
NAL, and appoint one

or three chapters.

HOME READINGS,
M. David’s rebellions son, 2 8
3 Tu. David's flight. i
MAN'S HAND-BOOK. Ver. 1: Run- W. Absalom's wie!
8: Vows, 85 Th.1 1's pr
92, 4160, 4304, Ve

Prose,

1018, 1619, 11219, 11674, 9907, Ver. &, Ttonor to parents.
. 8: 3118,
GOLDEN I
ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE Honor thy father and thy mothers tlint thy doys
The Fast Young Man, ?.I::J uli':.c-(ll:"ulﬁu-:.',lT:x:Ll. ..::l I(! W M
L. s Vaxry, TIME.~1024 B. (.
Chariots....horses. ..men. v. 1. | . em.  Hebron.

** Much praised. ... for his beauty."
* Man looketh. ...appearance,” 1§
11. s AspITioN, | o T
O that T were made judge ! v. 4. e A el Rl
No. 274, Dominion Hymnal.

* Lay not wait, O wicked man
* Greatest AMODE YOU. . .. ser To thy father and thy mother
Honour, love and reverence pay.

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION,— Ingratitude to God.

Prov. 24, 15,18, |
ut.”’ Matt, 23. 11

No.




Nov.» 3.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL

BANN

i R. 331

No. 748, Dominion Hymnal

O happy is the child who hears
Instruction's warning voice.

No. 45, Dominion Hymnal.

God has said, * Forever blessed
Those who seek me in their youth.”

Thy word, Almighty Lord.

Deep are the wounds which sin has made.
O now Isee the erimson wave.

Weary of earth, and laden.

Weary child by si> oppressed.

1 lay my sins on Jesus.

Tell it  Jesus.

My Jesus, as thou wilt,

1f ‘my disciple thou wouldst be.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. Poliey.

‘Who was Absalom ¥

What trouble had he previously given to his father?

Who had brought about reconciliation ¢

For what did Absalom intend to use his restoration to
the king’s favor?

What was the meaning of his acts told in vers, 1-37

What personal element in him alded in his purpose 7
Chap. 14. 25,

‘What was the wrong in his course ¥

How widely did he thus extend his influence

In what particulars did he exhibit policy ?

Can you account for the seeming ignorance of Joab
und of the king¥
2. Conspiracy.

Why did Absalom need the king's permission to go to
Hebron'?

Can you explain the difileulty connected with the time
meutioned in ver, 77

How long had Absalom been in Jerusalem after his
banishment 7 Chap, 14, 28,

How long, then, must his conspiracy have been
growing?

What spirit among the people can be traced by the
ease with which Absalom accomplished his purpose ?

Who was Ahithophel ?

What ismeant by hearing the sound of the trumpet ¢

How suceessful was the conspiracy 7

What is shown by it concerning the character of the
people ?

What is shown by it concerning the character of
David ?

Practieal Teachings,

See how sin overreaches itself.  Absalom was heir to
the throne.  All he needed was to wait.  He hasted and
Tost all,

See how hateful ambition is when sinful. It made
Absalom a hypoerite, a lar, lLII!IIl‘(h‘I'l‘I'. an adulterer ;
and at last slew him.

Treachery is always despicable, but the treachery of a
son to a father is hell-born.

8in may run prosperously for a while, but God holds
its tether, and when he will it thrusts a dart through
Absalom’s heart, and hangs Ahithophel.

Learn ! To be true to father, friend, neighbor

1 To be loyal to self, to country, to God.
Hints for Home Stody,

1. Find out Absalom's position among the king's sons,
and how near the throne he stood. 2 Sam. 3, 2
2, Study about his life, his reladons to h
erime, his beauty, ete, 2 8am, 13. 2329, 34, 3 3

3. Learn about the customs of dispensing justice in
Oriental cities,  Enumerate the steps in Absalom's con-
spiracy.

4. Write the evidenees that you ean find of dissatis-
faction with the administration of David.

5. Study the questions on the lesson, and find proofs
for the statements made in the practical teachings.

IATE SCHOLARS

v. 18,

policy does the lesson tell ?

What preparation for display did Absalom make ?

(rb( what ambitions desire was this a proof7 1 Kings

i
Where did he take his station in the early morning ?
For what purpose was he there?
What dic. Absalom say about the King's neglect
‘What did be pledge if he were made judge ?

|
|

|

What did he do when any one offered him honor ?
What effect had Absalom’s poliey on the men of Israel 7
Why ought these men to have distrusted Absalom ?
Prov., 24, 5,
2. Conspiracy, v, 7-12,
To what place did Absalom desire to make a journey r
For what purpose did he wish to go?
Where had he made a vow ?
‘What was the vow ?
At what date in David's history did this occur?
What was the kKing's nm‘mnw‘r
Whom did Absalom send out through the kingdom ¥
‘What message did he send 7
Who went with Absalom to Hebron ?
What shows that they were not conspirators ¢
For what counselor did Absalom send ¢
What is said of the streneth of the conspiraey 7
" \\'h)ul commandment did Absalom violate?” (Golden
‘ext.

Teachinzs of the Lesson.
What does this lesson teach us about
The evil of Nlattery ¥
The sin of hypoerisy 7
. The wickeduess of implety ¥

Home Work for Young Bereans,

Find a prohibition of the use of horses by the Israes-
ites, and learn who nirst violated this command,

Find and commit o memory two statements of Solo-
mon concerning the evil of flattery,

Find what David says, in a psalin, about his familiar
friend turning against hin.

Learn the fate of Ahithophel, David's counselor.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Who was Absalom?  Kin vid's won.,

For what was he noted ? his great beanty,

What was his character? He was vain and en.
vious,

What kind of a son was he? A had son,

What did he want to be 7 King of Israe

How did he treat the people of Jerusaiem? Very
Kindly.

Did he have love in his heart 7 Noj he was deceit-

did he succeed in doing? Making the people
1

That Absalom was

What did some of them thin
tter than David,

Where did Absalom then go?  To Hebron,

Who gave himn permission to go?  David,

What wicked plan had her To deelare himself
Kingz.
How did he call the people to him ? By the soand of
the trumpet

What did he tell the people to ery when they heard it
s Absalom veizneth in Hebron

How did David feel when he heard this?  Very muach
grieved,

What did he do?  He fled from Je

Who went with him?  His faithtal f

Words with le People,

®ood King David loved his beautiful but wicked son,
Absalom.

God, our King and Father, loves us, his rebellious
children,

Absalom’s in grieved his father, David,

our sin grieves our F God,

1E LESSON CATECHISM,

1. Who was Absalom 7 David's eldest living son,

had he formed coneerning his father ¢

d become hing,

he |un|'~m- with the people? He
s hing

3. What course ¢
turned them agiie 'Y

4. What step did he take to complete his purpose ?
He began a eivil war,

5. Into what sins did his eourse lead him? Hypoe-
risv, Iving, adaltery, and marder,

6. What one of God's eommands did he notoriously
break. ** Honor thy father,” ete,

CATECHISM QUESTION,
49 How was man the chief creature on earth?
Because the Creator made man in Uis own image,
So God created man in His own image, in the image o

" God ¢:eated He him —Genesis i, 27.

—
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8. C. 1023.]
Authorized Version,
28am. 18, 18.33. [ Commit to memory verses 32, 33.)

; 18 Now Ab’sa-lom in his life-time
R had taken and reared up for himself
M5 a pillar, which és in the king's dale:
‘1,' for he said, I have no son to keep my
pame in remembrance: and he
called the pillar after his own name :
and it is called untothis day, Ab’sa-
lom’s place.
19 Then said A-him’a-az the son of
Za'dok, Let me now run, and bear
the king tidings, how that the LORD hath avenged him
of his enemies.

20 And Jo’ab said unto him, Thou shalt not bear
tidings this day, but thou shalt bear tidings another |
day : but this day thou shalt bear no tidings, because !
the king's son is dead.

21 Then said Jo’ab to Cu/shi, Go tell the king what
thou hast seen, And Cu’shi bowed himself unto Jo'ab,
and ran.

92 Then said A-him’a-az the son of Za’dok yet again
to Jo’ab, But howsoever, let me, 1 pray thee, also run |
after Cw’shi. And Jo'ab said, Wherefore wilt thou run, |
my son, seeing that thou hast no tidings ready ?

23 But howsoever, said /e, let me run, And he said
unto him, Run. Then A-him’a-az ran by the way of
the plain, and overran Cu’shi. |

24 And Da’vid sat between the two gates: and the
watchman went up to the roof over the gate unto the
wall, and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold a
man running alone.

25 And the watchman eried, and told the king. And i
the king said, If he be alone, t/ere is tidings in his\
|

mouth. And he came apace, and drew near.

26 And the watchman saw another man running:
and the watchman called unto the porter, and said, Be-
hold another man running alone. And the king said,
He also bringeth tidings.

27 And the watchman said, Methinketh the running |
of the foremost is like the running of A-hin‘a-az the |

. son of Za’dok. And the king said, He is a good man,
and eometh with good tidings. l

28 And A-him’a-az called, and said unto the klnu.‘
All is well. And he fell down to the earth upon his
face before the king, and said, Blessed be the LORD thy [
God, which hath delivered up the men that lifted up |
their hand ageinst my lord the king. !

2 And the king said, Is the young man Ab/sa-lom )
safe? And A-him‘a-az answered, When Jo'ab sent |
the king's servant, and me thy servant, I saw a great
tumult, but I knew not what it was,

30 And the King said unfo Lim, Turn aside, and stand
here. And he turned aside, and stood still. .

31 And, behold, Cw’shi came: and Cu’shi said,
Tidings, my lord the king: for the LoRD hath avenged
thee this day of all them that rose up against thee,

32 And the king said unto Cuw’shi, /s the young man
AWsa-lom safe?  And Cw’shi answered, The enemies of
my lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do
Lee hurt, be as that young v n s,

33 And the king was much moved, and went up to
the chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he went,
thus he said, O my son Ab'sa-lom! my son, my son
Ab'sa-lom ! would God I had died for thee, O Ab’sa-lom,
my son, my son !

LESSON VI. DAVID'S GRIEF FOR AUSALOM.

[Nov, 10,
Revised Version,

18  Now Absa-lom in his life-time had taken and
reared up for himself the pillar, which is in the king's
dale : for he said, I have no son to keep my name in
remembrance : and he called the pillar after his own
name : and it is called Ab’sa-lom’s monument, unto
this day.
Then said A-him’a-az the son of Za'dok, Let me
now run, and bear the king tidings, how that the
20 LORD hath avenged him of his enemles. And Jo’ab
hid unto him, Thou shalt not be the bearer of tidings
this day, but thou shalt bear tidings another day : but
this day thou shalt bear no tidings, because the king's
21 son isdead. Then said Jo'ab to the Cu’shite, Go tell
the king what thou hast seen. And the Cu'shite
22 bowed himself unto Joab, and ran. Then said
A-him’a-az the son of Za’'dok yet again to Ju’ab, But
come what may, let me, I pray thee, also run after
the Cu'shite, And Jo'ab said, Wherefore wilt thou
run, my son, seeing that thou wilt have no reward
23 for the tidings? But come what may, said he, I will
run. And hesaid unto him, Run. Then A-him‘a-az
ran by the way of the Plain, and overran the Cu’shite,
24 Now Da’vid sat between the two gates: and the
watchman went up to the roof of the gate unto the
wall, and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold,
25 a man running alone. And the watchman cried, and
told the king. And the king said, If he be alone,
there is tidings in his mouth. And he came apace,
26 and drew near. And the watchman saw another
man running : and the watchman called unto the
porter, and said, Behold, another man running
alone. And the king said, He also bringeth tidings.
27 And the watchman said, Me thinketh the running of
the foremost is like the running of A-him’a-az the
son of Za’dok. And the king said, He is a good man,
28 and cometh with good tidings. And A-him’a-az
called. and said unto the king, All is well. And he
bowed himself before the King with his face to the
earth, and said, Blessed be the LoRD thy God, which
hath delivered up the men that lifted up their hand
2 against my Lord the king. And the king said, Is it
well with the young man Ab’sa-lom? And A-him’-
a-az answered, When Jo'ab sent the King's servant,
even me thy servant, I saw a great tumult, but I
30 knew not what it was, And the king said, Turn
aside, and stand here. And he turned aside, and
1 stood still. And, behold, the Cu’shite came; and the
Cu’shite said, Tidings for my lord the king: for the
Lorp hath avenged thee this day of all them that
32 rose up against thee. And the king said unto the
Cu'shite, Is it well with the young man Ab’sa-lom ?
And the Cu’shite answered, The enemies of my lord
the king, and all that rise up against thee to do thee

33 hart, be as that young man is.  And the king was
much moved, and went up to the chamber over the
gate, and wept : and as he went, thus he said, O my
son Alsa-lom, my son, my son Ab‘sa-lom! would
God 1 had died for thee, O Ab’sa-lom, my son, my
son! y .

4

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

Introductory,—As soon as David was informed of his
$on’'s rebellion he seemed to be smitten with agony and
fear. As Nathan had forewarned him, evil had risen up
against him out of his own house (chap. 12. 11), and his
deep conscionsness of guilt in what brought this evil upon
him unmanned him in the hour of danger, and his first

‘thought was to flee from his capital. That strong war-

rior, whose sword had subdue! all nations about him,
now turns his back to the foe and seeks safety in ignoble
flight! He took his course eastward, and hastened away
beyond the Jordan as far as Mahanaim, where Ish-bo-
sheth bad once had his court and reigned as a rival prince.
How must David have felt the changed conditions of him-
self and his followers as compared wita the time of Ish-
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bosheth's short reign ! Absalom meanwhile gathered a
host of adherents and occupied Jerusalem. Following
the counsel of Ahitbophel, he most boldly and impiously
assumed all royal rights and powers at the national cap-
ital, but, contrary to his counsel, he did not hasten tosend
an armed force after the fugitive king. After some time
he went in person over the Jordan, and with a large
force engaged in battle with the veteran soldiers of
pavid, His men were defeated by the servants of David.
and twenty thousand of them were slain. Absalom
himself was caught from the back of the mule on which
he rode, and held fast in the branches of a tree, where
Joab found him and thrust him through the heart with
three darts. Then they cast him into a pit, and cast a
great heap of stones upon him, and so the rebellion was
quelled. But David's paternal weakness then showed
itself in grief for his erring son.

Verse 18, Reared up for himself a pillar. This was
in thorough accord with his vanity and pride. This pil=
lar was probably a notable monument of stone, but
probably not identical with the huge sculptured rock in
the Kidron valley, twenty-four feet square and forty in
height, which is now known as Absalom's tomb, The
kiug's dele. Called in Gen. 14. 17 the valley of Shaveh,
and not improbably the lower part of the Kidron valley,
although its exact location is a matter of uncertainty.
1 have no son. The three sons mentioned, but not
named, in chap. 14, 27, had probably died in infancy.
A om’s place, Hebrew, * the hand of Absalom,”
that is, his sign, or monument. This verse seems to have
been added to offset the statements of the verse preced-
ing, by showing how different a tomb Absalom had
planned for himself from that in which he was con-
temptuously buried Those who slew him *‘took™
him, and * reared over him™ a ** heap of stones ™ (ver,
17); but he in life **took™ and * reared for himself a
monument.” A sad commentary on those who in life,
from vanity and self-conceit, build monuments solely to
glorify themselves.

19. Ahimaaz. Son of Zadok (15. 36), who had al-
ready distinguished himself as a fleet messenger in the
interest of the king. Chap. 17. 17-21. He was now am-
bitious to be the first to carry the news of the victory to
David, 'fhe Lord hath avenged. The son of the
high-priest sees Jehovah's judgment in this defeat of
Absalom and his fellow conspirators,

20. Bear tidings. Literally, ** not a man of good
tidings art thou this day.” Joab well knew how the re-
port of Absalom’s death would afflict the king, and hence
suggests that, because the king's son ix dead, it is
better for him to wait until another day. He washim-
self loth to have the king know all.

21, Joab to Cushi. The Hebrew is best rendered
“to the Cushite,”” This messenger was probably a for-
eigner and a slave, whom Joab preferred to send rather
than an Israelite. Perhaps he feared that the king
might be enraged on hearing of his darling son’s death,
and treat the messenger as he did the Amalekite who
brought him tidings of Saul's death, Comp. chap. 1.
13-16. He would therefore expose the Cushite slave
rather than the son of Zadok. Bowed....and ran.
As & most submissive and obedient servant.

22, Ahimiaz, ... yet again. He could not deny
himself the delight of bearing the first message, and
persisted in his request. Howsoever. Rather, as mar-
gin, “be what may,” or the Rev. Ver, *'come what
may.” He will take all risks. My son. Joab feels the
tenderness of a father toward him, and hesitates and
pleads with him. No tidings ready. The exact sense
of the Hebrew is not clear. Some render, *‘no sufi-
clent tidings ; others, ** no good tidings to geta reward,"
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or ** the tidings are not profitable unto thee.” Perhaps
his greatest anxiety was to get a reward.  The one
clear thing is, that Joab tried t» dissuade him.

23. Run, He ylelds ut last and lets him have his de-
gire. Raun by the way of the plain, The word ren-
dered plain commonly denotes the Jordan valley. The
aim of Ahimaaz evidently was to outrun the Cushite,
and be the tirst to report to the king. Going by the Jor-
dan plain he probably kept out of sight of Cushi; who,
unaware that he was followed by another runner, made
no special haste. The position of Joab's camp, and that

| of Mahanaim, are unknown, and o the routes of these

nessengers cannot now be precisely determined Over-
ran Cushi. Passed by him, and yet was probably not
seen by him,

24, The two gates, The city had probably an outer
and an inner gate, between and over which were courts
and towers, where David waited to hear tidings of the
battle. Comp. Eli going out and sitting by the wayside,
watching for the coming of some runner from the fleld
of war, 18am. 4. 13, The watchman. Such a city at
such a time of peril would have every gate and outpost
guarded by watchmen, Lifted . eyes... Jlooked. ...
behold. Observe the vividness of this deseription,

25. Watchman eried. Such a cry would be thesig-
nal of intense excitement. If he be alone. This re--

mark reveals the sagacity of the old warrior. He knows-

that he would not be alone if he were a fugitive, flying
from a defeated army.

26. Watchman....porter. The one occupied the-

top of the gate, the tower; the other was below to at-
tend to opening and closing the gate.

27. The s Abi Sohe
lis desire to be the first to announce the defeat of the
rebellion. A good man. He had had proof of his
fidelity during the progress of the war, and felt assured
that he was the bearer of good tidings, See above on
verse 19,

28. All is well. This in the Hebrew is one word,
“ghalom,” ** peace." The messengerappears to have been
admitted within the gate, so that he called and ad-
dressed his word directly unto the king, and having
given the usual salutation, * peace,” he fell down to
the earth upon his face before the king, thus mani-
festing the most subi fssive loyalty and homage.
Blessed he the Lord thy God, Compare his language
in ver. 19 above, and note his habit of viewing events
with reference to God's hand in them. Delivered up.

| More strictly, **shut up:" a metaphor suggesting the

conflnement of foes within a narrow space.

29 Is the young man Absalom safe? Only the
context suggests that this is aquestion. The words
are literally, ** Peace to the young man, to Absalom.”

But in ver. 32 they are in the formof a cuestion. There:

: fsa tenderness in the words which revea s the yearning of

the fatherly heait. He seems more anxious about the
welfare of the young man than about the issue of the
battle. Isaw a great tumult, but | knew not. Thus

| he avoids telling what he knew would be bitter tidings

for the king, leaving that part of it for the king's serve
ant, the Cushite, to make known, Here was prevarica-
tion, for he kept back a part of the truth, and gave the
false impression that Absalom’s death was unknown to
him.

30. Turn .. stand. He has given his message, and
is thus dismissed to rest after the toilsome running.  He
is, however, allowed to place himself near, that he may
hear what further tidings the Cushite brings.

31, Tidings, my lord, the King. Or, ** Let my lord
the king receive good tidings.” He assumes to be the

bearer of & joyful message.. Avenged. He appropri--
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ates the language of Ahimaaz, as given in ver. 19,

above,

He has no

BEuemies .. be as that young man,

veserve in uttering in bold and emphat fe form the penal {

woe that has overtaken the treacherous youth, But it Is
given in such form and with suc! han appeal to the di-
vine retribution discernible in the fall of an implous
enemy, that David has no spirit to churge any thing
against the messenger.

33. Mach moved, Thrown Into vi-ient commotion
of soul, Chamber over the gate, Anapartment in
one of the towers of the gate. See on ver. 24 Wept.
His grief evidently took the form of loud lamentation,
so that all without might hear him. My son, son.
Five times repeated in this verse. The doep emotion of
his grief was pitiable, and the people stole awuy quietly
from the place as men ashamed. See 10, 3. Would God
1 had died for thee.  With all the emotior: of a heart~
broken father there was added the thought that Absa-
lom’s ruin was in some sense a penalty for which he
(David) was responsible. How terribly the words of Na-
than (chap. 10-26) smite him now ! Surely the sword
has 1-nuu-d his own soul: would that it might have
taken his ‘life! Compare the language of Moses anc
Paul, Exod. 32, 32; Rom. 9. 3. David composed several
touching elegies, but none so moving as this ery over his
son Absalom.

Let us obhserve

1. No monument of stone, whether erected during
one's life-time or after his death, is worth as much as a
noble monumental character,

2, Absalom’s life, says Dr. Cla
feited to the law :
Amnon: 2 In having excited insurrection in the state;
3) In having taken up arms against his father (Deut.
21, 18, 21) 1 4) In having lain with his father’s concubines.
Lev. 18, Long ago be shonld have died by the hand
of justice.
Absalom

e, was quadruply for-

e represcntative of **the fast young
man,” who generally comes to a miserable end,

A dotir athor's weaknos in dealing Justly witha
malicious ehild may male him a partaker both of the
erimes and punishment which are ikely to follow.

5. A ruler’s pity and grict for a rebellious son may
justly put his people to shame,

English Tencher's Notes.

MosT of us know how pleasant it is to return from a |

journey, or even from an ordinary errand, and find
some one at home watching for us. And many Know
what it is to wateh with eager delight for the arrival of
an expected friend. But there gre other Kinds of
watching: the Hon for his prey, the
murderer for his inte vietim, the tempter for the
person he hopes to en And there is the watching
of of'anx when bours pass by and
the expected one does not arrive, and there is no n
concerning him.

Onr passage for to-day tells us of one who was watehed
for. Absalom little thought, when he rode to the battie in
the ** wood of Ephraim,” that in spite of all his wic
ness a father’s beart was yewrn wer him, and t
while be Jed his for t the ariny of his father,
David was seated at the ity gale watehing not so much-
for tidings of the battle as for news of his still much
loved son —althot that son had cast to the winds
shred of filial piety that had clung to him, and
2s soeking not merely his father’s kingdom, but bis
father's life. Chap, 17, 1=4 ANl through that day of
slaughter there was a heart beating

such as that of
Ao

POW,

1) In having murdered his brother |

r with love aud long-

ing for Absalom; a father's arms were ready to recei
| him even thou~h he were brought in an unwilliug pri
oner. He indeed could not have said, ** No man careth
for my soul.”

We have no more wenderful picture in the whole of
Scripture than this, of the love that yearns over the sin-
ner - over the sinner even while ** dead in trespas
sins " (Eph. 1); his heart *‘at enmity with God**
(Rom. 8.); 1 8, carel impeni We are
| bound to tell sinners of the “wrath of God revealed

| from heaven against all ungodliness aud unrighteous-
jm-'-sn! men,” but the teacher should take such an op-
| portunity as is presented by this passage to draw atten-
{tion to the love that watches for the wanderer even
while there is yet in his heart no thought of arising to
return to his Father.

There is another, too, watehing for the sinner.
great enemy Is watching that he may drag him into ir-
remediable ruin,  Thus he watehed for Absalom, and
Absalom, intoxicated with pride and ambition, went
strajght into the snare.  But God is watching also, and
not one of his wandering ones, rebels though they be, is
forgotten by him.

But what came of David's anxious, pitying, longing
watch for Absalom ? There was only th: news of his
death to carry to that tender father. And in a moment
that loving watch was turned to the bitterest sorrow,
| The deliverance that had come to David, the vietory,
| the restoration to his throne, which was to follow, we

all turned to gloom ; the king's one thought had been
| for nis son, and that son was lost! Such is the love
of a parent, and such the sorrow that comes when that
love is disappointed in its unselfish longings. Little do
‘vhilnlu-n imagine the grief they bring on father and
mother when they go astray - the sorrowful, anxious,
weary watch that is kept for them, and the terrible
| blow when the hope that has long been nursed is
{ erushed and killed, Many a heart-broken father and
mother could echo David's words, * Would God [ had
died for thee!™

But what David conld not do for Absalom has been
done for the sinner. ‘There has been a life laid down for
| hitn.  In the person of his 8on God has given himself
| for the rebellious,  The lamentation of David over his
| son was n ented by Joab and grievous to his followers,
as involving a want of justice, and a fallwe toward
those who had been loyal to his cause. But in Christ
the crucitied Ore * merey and truth are met together,
righteousness and peace have kissed each other ™ (Psa
85): and “there is joy in the presence of the angels of
God over one sinper that repenteth.”  Will any one of
the class reject that love, disappoint that plan of merey,
and steer away from the shore where God himself, his
saints, and his angels ure waiting and watching to greet
him ?

sand

The

| C

S0ME three months® interval had given the people time
lu take sides with deliberate cholee, and the effects of
had justitied Hushai's antic ||<.mun~ Probably

"mll"ll] s general levy had added but faw from Israel

v the hosts of Judah who followed him, while David's
army would be daily rescnforeed by men tired by an en-
thusiasm to which the rebels eould show no sort of
parallel, The royal troops were commanded by three
hrave and exper o Jeaders, any one of who would
| have been more than o wateh for Amasa,  Add to this
nature of the battie-fle’d, o dense and unfamiliar
forest, and the rou of the insurgents needs no explain-
ing. For the narrator the personal element alone has

mbridoe Notes.

the

|
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importance enough to call for attention, ven the
scene of the battle is left in uncertainty 3 how did a
place probably on the east of Jordan get the name
“Forest of Ephraim?* In place of such information
we have described with deeply pathetic emphasis how
the royal father strove for the life of his worthless and
unnatural son, and how the flerce soldier ruthlessly dis-
regarded commands which might well have laid up an-
wother civil war in store. And throughout the story a
Keen sympathy seeks to drawa veil over the wickedness
of the unhappy prince as it portrays the tragedy of his
end.

VER. 18, Thus is contrasted the splendid monument |
which the vain youth desigued for himself and the grave |
of dishonor wherein he was at last laid. King's dale. A
broad open valley 3 the word in itself goes far to dis- |
credit the traditional site in the ravine of Kidron close
to Jerusalem, albeit attested by Josephus and to this day
recelving from Jewish passers-by the stones flung in
token of abhorrence, ‘The name * king's dale "is ap-
plied in Gen. 14,17, to a ** valley of Shaveh,” apparently
near the Dead Sea.  Noson. Thenius notes that inchap.
14. 27, the naming of the daughter without numing the
three sons suggests their early death. No reader can
fail to notice the intensity with which every Hebrew
man and woman longed for offspring. In the haziness
of belief in a life beyond, the hope of posterity really
fitted that place in the heart which generally belongs to
the instinetive hope of fmmortality, The people ex-
{sted for their coming Messiah, and every individual
hoped to share, through his descendants, in the glories
of that kingdom.  He called. Comp. Psa. 49,11, Monu-
ment. Hebrew, * hand,” See Isa. 56, 5; 18am. 15, 12,and
note, August 18, Unto this day. 1t will be remembered |
that between this and the age of Josephus a palpably
false tradition has had time to fix itself. The whole
verse is involved in some diflculty by the variations of
the LXX., from which he reads, ** But David reared for
hita ...for he said he hath uo son... In itself the |
change is not unlikely, but the LXX. is not strong
euough witness to set aside the Hebrew when supported
by Josephns. VER. 19, Ahimaaz, son of Zadok the
high-priest, who had been acting as spy at Jerusalem.
Avenged. The metaphor is that of a Judicial sentence
putting an end to oppression, See margin and comp.
Psa. 43, 13 1 Sam. 24, 15, Ve, 20, Tidings. The word
almost always implies good tidings,  Beeause, The He-
brew written text has here a fr went of a word whici
the Masorete editors seem to have completed: wrongly. !
Klostermann's reading ** for perchance " involves v
slight change and introduces a tempting sense. We
may understand that only Joab and his bodyguard knew
Vs death, and that Joub kept Ahimaaz
back on (he groumd that he woald be unable to assur
the king of the one thing he longed to know, his son's
safc ng man, who had alveady r
for /id, strikes us as cager o bring the king what he
wonld ac us good tidings, and it is quite possibie that
all he knew 18 given in his words, vers, 19 and 2. VER.
21, e Cushite, That is, an Etkioplan slave of Joab's,
1f the conjecture above is right, we may suppose that his
anxious haste blinded Ahimaaz (o the sinist nggestion
of Joab's message, VER. The rough tenderness of
.Joab to the eager youth is wriking. He would spare
him the task of taking ne

able rendering of a hard phrase.  Ahimaaz knows that
Dis news 13 not clear enongh to win the reward of good
tidings, but he Tongs to be the first to relieve the King of
suspense, Ve 23, Come, That is, " reward or no re-

! ness identifled him we cannot say.

ked hislife |

s in which he knew the king |
would take no pleasure.  No reward. ‘This is the prob- |
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ward.” The Plain,  Probably a longer but casier route
along the Jordan valley is indicated, but the sitesare too
ohseure to make certainty possible. VER. 24, Two gates,
The outer gate was level with the city wall, and the
gateway would leave some space between that and the
inner.  Roof. Thatis, the flat roof of the gateway on the
side of the otter wall,  VER. 25, Pidings. Stll the same
word, tidings of victory. The soldier-king could fore-
cast the result well enough to Know that a massaere was
impossible ; the worst he could suffer would be au ordi-
nary defeat, which would have been heralded by erowds
of fugitives, VER. 27. Good, and so not likely to be
chosen for the thankless work of bearing bad news.
Whether a peculiarity of gait or merely his noted sw ift-
VER., 28, Peace
(margin), Tt isa pity that we should obscure the ex-
quisite Hebrew salutation. There is a strange frony in
Absalom’s name, ** father of peace,” given fn the war-
rior's weariness of strife far less than what that very son
should bring. Delivered wp. Literally, **shut up.”
Comp. Psa. 81, 8 ete. VER. 2 Ahimaaz  cried,
* peace ! " and the king's answer is ** Peace to the young
man, to Absalom?* Cowp. 2 Kings 4. 26, The father
speaks as if he would excuse his son because of
ni®youth, The king's screant. The words are prob-
ably a gloss, and the true reading *‘sent me thy serv-
ant.”  Or we may conjecture with the help of a Greek
text, * There was behind me a great shout of men re-
Joicing among the servants of the king, when Joab seut
me tay servant.” I knew not. The tempting con-
jeeture in verse 20 enables us to accept this as a truth,
but of course it is only conjecture, which is not safe
ground at best.  On the ordinary view we make this an
evasion, the youth's loyal affection making his heart
fail bim. Kirkpatrick's strictures on his untruthfulness
soem hardly called for.  VER. 81 Tidings,  Better,
less abruptly, * Let my lord receive the good tidings,
that Jehovah...."  VER. 82, The stolidity of the siave
and the alien comes ont strikingly 3 be is quite unuble
to apprehend how his words stab.  VER. 2. Moved,
The LXX. trouslates “sore troubled,” the word of
John 4. 1. Chamber. The neavest place where he
could be alone. Wouid God, Literally, *who will
give my death, me in place of thee? ™ Comment must
only weaken the unutterable pathos of this ve re-
vealing the anguish of the father at the sudden ¢ hof
the son in the midst of his wickeduess, mixed doubt-
loss with remorse for the evil which his own «in had =t
imitator.  Let us read in this wid
every story of parental tenderness, unquenc hed by the
utmost ingratitude and sin, the faint earthiy retiection
of the love of bim **from whom every futherhood in
heaven and earth is named.”

The Liesson Council

Question 6. What were the elemienis of failure in
Absalow's vebeillon ?

1. Extreme seltishness and love of power were its in-
spiration. 2. There was no central thoughit 3 it gave no
watchwords to the people. 8. Appeaiing to selllshness
only, it went to pleces at last hy the action of the very
sontiment which inspired it. 4. It was subversive, de-
struetive, and godless, and such rebellions invariably
fail.—Rev. M. D. Chureh.

1. 'The rebellion of Absalom was wrong 3 and wrong,
in the economy of God, has arraved against it a'l the
forces of earth and skies, *The stars in their eourses
fought aguinst 8 5 Wi was against him. 2. Ab-
salom was too slow,  Wicked men have need to make
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haste ; their opportunity is soon gone. The good only
can afford to wait. Absalom’s delay in striking the first
blow occasioned his failure.
el of Ahithophel instead of that of Hushal, itis probable
that he would have succeeded.—Rev. O. J. Cowles,
D.D.

1. If suceessful, the rebellion must become 80 by vie-
torious war. Absalom had neither military experience
nor genius. His father had both. 2. ‘He had failed to
secure the adhesion of the great captains of the army.
Had Joab alone been with him the result might have
been different. 3. His delay in pursuing his father be-
fore Jordan had been crossed was fatal. It gave oppor-
tunity for the organization of the loyalists, so that when
the battle came they were prepared. It also gave oppor-

« tunity for the calm, sober thought of the people to come
to the rescue and to judge of the consequences of putting
a conceited coxcomb at the head of affairs. 4. The loy-
alty of Abiathar stood him in go d s'ead. 5. The provi-
dence of God as revealed in the counsels of {iushai.-
Rev. A. Wheeler, D.D.

’
Liesson Word-FPictures.

AHIMAAZ I8 thinking. He is the king's great (rieﬂd.
He is saying, ** I would like to run and tell my king that
be s victor.” He stands before Joab; the swift runner,
with pliant, supple limbs, before the mighty captain
with & famous sword. Ahimaaz says, " Let me now
run,"

Joab shakes his head. He is thinking of somebody
with white, bruised face, still and dead under a great
heap of stones. Joab turns away. He beckons to
Cushi. This servant may go. He prostrates himself,
rises, leaps away., But Ahimaaz pleads again. Can he
not go? Joab is shaking his head. Ahimaaz begs
again. Run, Ahimaaz! Joab's willing. Like a swal-
low Ahimaaz skims the plain.  Faster, Ahimaaz !
Cushi is ahead! Outstrip him! Run, faster, faster!
Cushi hears foot-falls, He turns. He looks behind.
Ahimaaz is coming, closer, closer ! He springs away,
and leaves Cushi in the rear! Ahimaaz must get to
the king as speedily as possible. Let the great victory
be proclaimed !

One thought makes a shadow in his soul; it is the
searred, still face under the heap of stones.

Will he tell David about that ?

And David, the sad, troubled king, the poor, heavy-
hearted father, thinking about the battle, wishing for
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Ah, Ahimaaz! That white, battered, motionless face
under the heap of stones ! You are nottelling all. But
here i8 Cushi, that other panting, breathless runner.
Give way, Ahimaaz ! stand aside ! Now, Cushi, speak !
Ah, it is victory be annouuces. Y yes, but—what
about Absalom? That face, you know, under the heap.
of stones! And then Cushi travels round the corner,
and in a pitying paraphrase loyally wishes that all the
rebels against the king may be as that young man is.
The king starts. The luster leaves his
eyes. The color fades trom his cheeks, He trembles. Absa-
lom dead 7 Somebody lead him 1 Somebody help himup to
the shadowy little chamber over the gate! He covers
his face with his hands. He pitifully moans. He flings
himself upon the floor, groaning, sobbing, his heart
breaking. Did you hear him cry as he went to the
dusky room of sorrow ? (O my son Absalom, my son,
my son Absalom! Would God I had died for thee,

O Absalom, my son, my son!" They have shut the door

| of the room. They are keepiug every body away, And

victory and yet hoping Absalom is alive, sits between |

No news yet? Let the watchman go
upon the walland 100k off. Ah, he sees; yes, shading his
eyes, he sees a man running! He hurries down and
exeitedly tells the news of that Jonely runner. Alone?
Then it is a messenger, the king says. Ah, what will
the news be! What about Absalom ? But the watch-
man, shading his eyes, looks off again, There is—there
{s another man running ! He tells the exciting news,

** Another messenger," the king declares.

O what will the news be? What about Absalom ?
is Ahimaaz, that first runner,  Yes, and here he comes,
panting, his face flushed, his strength nigh gone, and
yet holding on. He falls down before the kKing—no 3 be-
fore this prostration he shouts ** All Is well!™  Then
he bows himself, and reverently pronounces God
blessed for the vietory vouchsafed. But--what about
Absalom 7 the k ng wants to know ; not first about the
army or Joab. He is eager W learn about Absalom.

the two gates.

It

And Ahimaaz, Le blushes, stammers, and says that |

there was a tumu't when Joab sent him, but really—he

—he—could not say what its meaning may bave been. |

g

yet you can catch the heart-breaking moans in the
shadows, ** O Absalom, my son, my son!"™ Alas! It
moves to tears every soul that may hear.

But the face under the heap of stones hears not, sees.
not, stirs not.

Blackboard.

RoKEN MiD-WAY v

This diagram represents a young man's life broken
| midway between youth and manhood by the weight of

sin.  After reviewing the facts of the lesson, in which
the death of Absalom is set forth, apply them to the life
of each boy and young man present, as a solemn warn-
ing against the evil eTect of sin, Many a young man
has had his life hopelessly broken in its very outset by
the burden of sin, Absalom might have been a power
for good had he lived right, but his life was broken mid-
way.

Primary and Intermedinte.

LESSON THOUGHT.  Sin works ruin.

Blackbhoard. A sword. Bowed head wearing a
crown, A pillar broken at the top. A ladder.

A disobedient son. Teach that Absalom learned
while very young to love his own way best. He loved
himself so well that he was ready to push even his own
father to one side in order to carry his point. Show
that before he dishonored his father he dishonored
God, and impress the lesson that every time we put self
first we have to push God away from us. Tell how Ab-
.ﬂalnn} raised an army and was ready to fight for the
erown which did not belong to bim.
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A sorrowful father. Tell of David's surprise and
sorrow. Absalom had deceived him about going to He-
bron. He pretended that he was going to pay a vow to
the Lord. Instead he was going to raise an army to
fight his father, King David loved hisson. Ask if chil-
dren think he loved him when he knew of his rebell-
ion. Teach that a good father goes on loving his
child, whatever sins the child may commit. And an
earthly father is a type of the heavenly Father. This is
a good place to impress the lesson that God loves sinners,
thongh he does not love their sins,

A ruined life. Tell brietly the result of the rebellion, |

All promised well at first, but the end was death and de-
feat, Satan makes false promises. He made Absalom
believe that if he would break God’s law he should
wear a crown and rule a great kingdom. Poor Absa-
lom trusted him. Only those are safe who trust the
Lord’'s pmmbges.

\ | The beautiful young life God
gave him was ruined. Why?
Use lessonsymbol. On first

SELFRUIN ||
round place **Self-love.” Ask

SELFSEEKING:

what this causes, Illustrate
\ SELF-WILL \ by some simple, every-day in-
\

stance. A child takes the
SELF LQE largest orange, chooses the
best seat, ete. Self-love leads
straight to self-will. The child who loves self thinks
he knows best. “Tell how fast self-will grows. It is but
a little way from * I will” to **I must.”” The self-lover
Who must have his own way plans how to get more and
more power for himself. He trusts himself, and forgets
that others have rights, And then defeat and loss fol-
low, for this is not God's way and cannot succeed,
Teach that Absalom’s ruin began when he was a child,
and warn against listening to any of self’s promises.

Berean Methods.
The Teachers’ Meeting,

»
Before the lesson is studied, the full development of
Absalom’s rebellion must be made plain to the class,
Make a map, tracing David’s flight across the Jordan ;
locate the battle, and Mahanaim, where David waited
its issue. Have the class describe the persons of the
lesson, Ahimaaz and Cushi- -probably a foreigner—and
Joab. This lesson and its surroundings present a most
picturesque and characteristic Oriental scene. The
wild onset of the battle; the accident to Absalom, very
Ppossibly because of his long hair ; the cold-blooded cal-
culating ability of Joab; the watchmamson the wall ; the
two runners, and David's broken-hearted wafl are not
merely picturesque incidents which lend themselves
readily to descriptive talent, but are deeply instructive
1o the student of Bible mannersand customs. The great
lesson of this passage is contained in the Golden Text.
Absalom’s wickedness broke David's heart,
References, FREeMAN. Ver. 18: Absalom, 217,
Ver. 24: Double gates, 282, Ver. 26: Watchman and
porter, 283, Ver. 33: Chamber over the gate, 284, 333,
-+ FOSTER'S CYCLOPEDIA. Prose, 1576, 1578, 2324, 2328,
4166, Ver. 18: 7083, 10634, Ver. 31: 5502, 5503, 5500,
5510; Poetieal, 8, 8084, 3(]85J 8086; Prose, 2730, 5925,
5704, 5106, 186, 820-330).

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The News of the Victory,
L Tur Meyoniar,
1. Reared up for himself a pillar. v, 18,
**Their inward thought. .. forever.” Psa. 49, 11.
2. Called after his own. ... name. v. 18,
** The name of the wicked shall rot.” Prov, 10. 7.

Tell how Absalom dled.v

| IL Tue Warcugr,
i 1. Sat between the two gates, v, 24,
| ** His heart trembled.” 1 Sam. 4. 13.
| 2, Is the young man ...safe? v, 29,

**In the nurture ....of the Lord.” Eph. 6, 4,
| HL. Tue TiviNes.
| 1 Alliswell. v. 28,
| *To the righteous.
Hath delivered up. v.
! All enemies under b
| 8. Asthat young man. v. 52.
| ** Ungodly....like the chafl.” Psa. 1. 4.
| 1V, Tug Sorrow,
; 1. 7he king was much moved, v, 33,
|
|

hall be well.” Isa. 3. 10,

i)

feet.” 1 Cor. 15, 2.

** A son that causeth shame.” Prov. 19, 26,
2. Went up....and wept. v. 33,

** Others which have no hope.” 1 Thess, 4. 13,
| 8. Would God I had dicd. v. 33,
| ** Yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Rom. b, 8,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Sins Cause Sorrow,

1. If all the sorrow which is the direct result of sin
were removed from the world to-morrow, the millen-
| niwm would be already well introduced. Not merely
| in a general theological sense is it true that death en-
| tered the world by sin, but in detail. The heartaches
| and headaches of to-day, the wrinkles and gray hairs,
| the anguish of" body and mind, the deformities and dis-
| eases ‘and lunacies—even when suffered by the innocent
| = are nearly all resultant from the sins of the last quar-
ter of a century.

2. He who checks sin lessens sorrow. 1f he converts
asoul from the error of his ways, if by his vote he se-
cures the passage of a nobler law, if by his moral
bravery he makes effective a law already on the statute
book, if by any action of his he makes it harder for the
sinner to sin, he may take this comfort to his soul, that
many an earthly pain has been lesseued by his holy
energy.

3. Hewho lessens sorrow lessens temptation, 1t is
one of the most awful thoughts connected with sin,
that its very penalty tends to increase it. For instance,
a drunkard by his criminality degrades his family and
debases his children, surrounding them with circum-
stances which deaden their moral sensibilities, and
bring them up from infaney to a lower grade of life than
he himself started out upon. Every man who goes
through .his world with a cheery face and a kind heart,
who in the fear of God strives to lighten the sorrows of
his fellows, is at the same time lessening the temptations
which beset them tosin,

4. The cause of rightcousness and the cause of joy
are one. Sin and sorrow are united by a bond that can
| mever be loosened, and neither can righteousness and
peace be divorced from each other. The anguish of
bell is as naturally the outcome of sin as the felicity
of heaven is the outcome of virtue.

HOME READINGS,
M. David's grief for Absalom. 2 8am,. 18, 18-27.
Tu. David's grief for Absalom, 2 Sam. 15, 28-33,
W, Absalom’s death, 2 Sam. 18, 4-17.
Th. A sorrowful vietory. 2 Sam, 19, 1-8,
F. A rebellious people. Isa. 1. 1-6,
8. A foolish son.  Prov. 17, 22-28,
S. The Lord's pity. Jer. 81, 15-20,

GOLDEN TEXT.
A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitter.
ness to her that bare him. Prov, 17, 25,

|
|

b ) .—1023 B. C.

PLACE.—Mahanaim, where David waited the issue
of the battle,

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—Personal responsibility.
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LESSON MYMNS, |
No. 79, Dominion Hy mnal.
Just as I am, without one plea
But that thy blood was shed for me.

No, 62, Dominion Hymnal, |
1 will go and tell my Saviour
How 1 loug his child to be.

No. 69, Dominion Hyt anal.
Come to the Saviour, make no delav §
Here in his word he has shown us the way. |

The Lord's my Shepherd.

Though troubles assadl, and dangers affright.
There's a wideness.

Holy Spirit, faithful guide.

Father, Istretch my hands to thee.

Weary of earth.

Is this thy aay of trouble ? |
I need thee every hour.

Ppare do right.

Must Jesus bear the cross alone ?

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. Evil Tidings.
What was the first result of Absalom's rebellion ?

Whither did the king flee ?
By what m;viou did he gain time for secure escape? |

Chap. 15. 32-37.
From what source did help come to the king? Chap.

|
{

. 37-29,
Af:.er the first success of the rnh-l[l‘on what did David

and Joab accomplish ? Chap. 18, 1, 2.
Where was the battle fought which ended the rebel~

lion ? ver. 6.
What trait of David’s character was shown in ver. 5?7

vhat was Absalom’s end ?
Can you justify Joab's action
What messengers bore the

David ?

At what place did David await tidings ?

Why did not Ahimaaz not tell David the truth ?
2. Great Grief.

Who broke the news of Absalom'’s death to the king?

What was the meaning of his message ?

Was there any thing strange about David's forgetful-
ness of the numbers slain in battle ?

How did he once before act when & child was dead?
chap. 12, 21-23.

What cireumstances could make the difference ?

Can you connect David's sin (chap. 11) with Annon’s

?
tidings of the battle to-

sin (chap. 13) and Absalom’s sin (chap. 13)as productive ‘

of this disastrous battle ?
On whomn can the whole responsibility of these sor-

rows be laid ?
Does this view excuse Absalom trom sin?

Practical Teachings.
Here is a wonderful {llustration of this truth, * What~

soever a man soweth that shall he also reap.” Davil |

sowed to the flesh; from the flesh he reaped corruptio 1.

Here is another trath fllustrated, ** Lust bringeth fortx
sin ; sin bringeth forth death.”

Absalom lusted for power, with the lust of the eyes for
the pride of life. It plunged him into sin against his fa-
ther, his nation, Lis God; sin brought to him death,
physical and spiritual.

Here is a_momentous question : **Is the young man

Absalom safe?”  Are you?
Hints for Home Study.

1. Read all the chapters between this lesson and the e

preceding one.
2. Write the story of the battle, and its ending.
3. Give the reasons that led Joab to disobey the king.

1. Locate on the mapof Palestine the place of the bat~

tle, and the city where David waited.

5. Think out the political causes ol
fon, and the political results of it. Did it affect Joab
after-life?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. Bvil Tidings, v, 18-32.
‘What memorial had Absalom built, and why ?
By what name was the pillar known ?

f Absalom's rebell-

What monument did Israel erect over him? ver. 17.
What request did a priest’s son meke?
Why was he not permitted to go?
What did Joab promise him?
Who was sent to the king?
What request did Ahimaaz then make?
How was his request answered ?
What shows that Ahimaaz was o ficet runner ?
Where was the King's watchman stationed ¥
What did he see, and say ¢
What did he say of the second runner ?
What was the king's reply?
What message did Ahimaaz bring ?
What question did the king then ask?
What was the reply ¢
What was Cushi’s message?
What did the King ask him?
What was his reply ?
2. Great Grief, v, 33
Where did the king o in bis sorrow ?
What was his lament?
What says the Golden Text about the.source of this:

grief?
Teachings of the Lesson.
From what in this lesson are we taught— *
1. That sin brings weakness aid defeat ?
2. That sin brings dishonor and death ?
3. That sin brings great sorrow ¢
Home Work for Young Bereans,
Read the account of the battle between the armies of
Absalom and David, and learn how Abszlom came w0
his death.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

} Where did David and his soldiers stop? At a walled:
ely.

Who followed with his army ? Absalom,

Where did they pitch their tents? Before the eity.

[')ld David want to fight agaiust Absalom ? He did
not.
Who begged David not to go to the battle? His
soldiers,

Where was the battle fonght? 1In a wood,

Which army conquered ? David's army.

Who fought for them ? The Lord,

How many men were killed ? ‘I'wenty thousand.

What did Absalom try todo? ‘I'o escape.

By what was he caught in one of the trees? By his

hair.
| " Who found and killed him ? David's men.
What had David asked ? That Absalom might Le»
spared,
‘Who brought the news to David ? A messenger.
Where was he \\'uu-hln%’/ At the city gaie.
How did David feel?7 Very sorrowful.
| What did he wish? ‘That he had died in Absalom’s
| stead.
Words with Little People.
Absalom is a type of —
Self-love.
gelf-will,
Self-seeking.
| David is a type of—
| who pleased not himself,
JESUS, - who came not to do his own willy
who laid down his life for us.
w Whoso curseth his father or mother, his lamp shall'
| be put out.” Prov. 2. 2,

1 THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[ For the entire school.]
1. Where was the decisive battle between the king
and Absalom fought? In the wond of Ephraim,
2, What was the result? The trivmph of the king.
3. What had been his command concerning his rebel
| gon? That his life be spoared,
4. Was his command obeyed? Noj. for Joab slew

5. What truth did Davig prove in his old age? ‘A
foolish yon isn grief,” ete,

CATECHISM QUESTIONS.
50. In what part of man is the image of God?

s
| In his epirit or soul, which was breathed into him by

the Creator, (Genesis il 7.)
51 Is then the soul of man created to live forever 1"
1t is immortal, and will not die as the body dies.
Eoclesiastes xil. 7.
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Authorized Version,

2 Sam, 23. 17, | Comamit (o memory verses 3, 4.)

1 Now these e the last words of
Da’vid. Da’vid the son of Jes'se
said, and the man w/ho was raised up

_.4on high, the anointed of the God of
B ya’cob, and the sweet psalmist of 1s'-
. i pp-cl, sald, -

/f'U,L, ):_il 2 The Spirit of the LORD spake by
me, and his word was in my tongue.

3 The God of Is'ra-el said, the Rock of Is’ra-el spake to
me, He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the
fear of God,

4 And /e shall be as the light of the morning, w/en the
sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the
tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining
after rain,

5 Although my house b€ not s> with God ; yet he hath
made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all
things, and sure: for this is allny salvation, and all my
desire, although he make i/ not to grow.

6 But the sons of Be'll-al skall be all of them as thorns
thrust away, because they caunot be taken with hands:

7 But the man ¢kat shall touch them must be fenced
with iron and the staff of a spear; and they shall be
utterly burned with fire in the sume place,

LESSON VIL. DAVID'S LAST WORDS,
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Revised Version,
1 Now these be the last words of Da'vid.
Da’vid the son of Jes'se saith,
And the man who was raised on high saith,
The anointed of the God of Jacob,
Aud the sweet psalmist of Is'ra-el:
2 The spirit of the Lorp spuke by me,
And his word was upon my tongue,
3 The God of Is'ra-el said,
The Rock of Is’ra-¢l spake to me ¢
One that ruleth over men righteously,
That ruleth in the fear of God,
4 He shall be as the light of the morning, when the
sun riseth,
A morning without clouds ;
When the tender grass springeth out of the earth,
Through clear shining after rain.
5 Verily my house 18 not so with God ;
Yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant,
Ordered in a!l things, and sure:
For it 1s all my salvation, and all my desire,
Although he maketh it not to grow.
6 But the ungodly shall be all of them as thorns to be
thrust away,
For they cannot be taken with the hand :
7 But the man that toucheth themn
Must be armed with iron and the staff of a spear;

And they shall be utterly burned with fire in their
place,

EXPOSITORY NOTES. -

Introductory.—Absalom's rebellion was put down, | come.” David the son of Jesse said. In this verse we

and David returned to Jerusalem, but the remainder of |

have four statements which may be better appreciated

his reign does not appear to have been eventful. He by being seen in separate lines:

metured plans and gave directi for the building of

the temple, and passed them over to Solomon with many
words of advice and command. These facts are re-
corded in the books of Kings and Chronicles. No char-

U @ of David son of Jesse,

And utterance of the man raised up vn high ;
Anoifted of the God of Jacob,

And pleasant in the songs of Israel.

acter in Old Testament history i3 so many-sided, no | The word translated ** utterance ™ means a divine say-

genius so versatile, as thut of David, the red-haired

ing of the nature of a prophecy. Comp the I

shepherd boy, the youthful hero, the passionate lover | of Balaam in Num. 24, 3, 4, 15, 16, David exhibits ad-
the romantic friend, the chivalrous chief, the mighty : mirable modesty inshowing that up to the lust he did not
warrfor, the great King, the wise statesman, the sacred | forget that he was Jesse's son, and had been exalted

poet, the tender father. In him were wonderfully com-
bined all the « Jalities needful to,make him master of
whatever he earnestly took in hand. **In him we rec-
ognize," says Ewald, ** the glorfousoriginality of a cre-
ative spiritual power, such as rarely shows itself in any
people.”  His lofty genius and creative originality early
identifled him with the giorious songs of Israel, and his
psalms will ever linger in the hearts of men., He seems
to have been the first who gave Hebrew poetry a fixed
place in the public worship. He was also skillful in the
use of the harp, and probably of other musical instru-
ments, In the following psalm, entitled the last words
of David, we have one of his most beautiful poems, but
one which, like his elegy over Saul and Jonathan, did
not obtain a place in the Hebrew psalter. It has the
nature of a prophetic oracle, and opens a vision of the
Messianic kingdom,

Verse 1, The last words of David. The compiler
of the Book of Samuel thought it proper to insert these
Immediately after the words of the song of chap. 22,
which celebrate his deliverance out of the hand of all
his foes. There is always something solemn and im-
pressive in the last words of great and good men. The
old Jewish translation of this, as given in the Targum of
Jonathan, is, ** These are the words of the prophecy of
David, which he prophesied concerning the end of the
age, concerning the days of consolation which are to

from low estate to his royal seat. Anointed. Onthree
separate occasions had he been thus honored (1 Sam.
16. 13; 2 8am. 2, 4; 5. 3), and in these facts he devoutly
recognized the providence of the God of Jacoh, Comp.
Psa. 89, 20, Sweet psalmist of Israel. This has be-
come a familiarand beautiful expression, and is worthily
bestowed on David ; but the Hebrew does not admit of
this as an accurate translation. The sense is that David
was pleasantly or delightfully associated with the songs
of Israel. Infact, the name of David is so inseparably
connected with the Psalms that we can rarely mention
the one but the other comes fmmediately to mind. See
the introductory remarks above.

2. Spirit of the Lord spahe by me, He is con-
sclously the instrument of the divine Spirit, and so
speaks with the authority of an inspired oracle. Com-
pare Jesus's reference to David’s inspiration in Matt. 22,
43, My tongue. While the Spirit spoke within him,
the word did not remain a hidden revelation, but found
publie utterance on his tongue. Comp. Psa, 45, 1.

3. God....Rock of Israel.  Significant metaphor,
frequent in the Psalms, and depicting Israel's God as
the strong immovable basis of all their hopes and prom-
ises. He that ruleth. .. just. Here is a fundamental
doctrine of all sound and safe civil government, and in
this statement and the words that follow we have the
portraiture of an ideal king. Ruling in the fear of
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pation™ (Prov. 14. | shimei and his sympathizers. Aw thorns thrust
a God-fear- | away. Hated and destroyed by cultivators of the sofl,
ing man. Piety in the king and bis ofMcers is a mighty | as not ouly worthless, but harmful to the field in which
educating power for the whole people. But, on the | they grow. Cannot be taken with hands.  Without
other hand, when the king has not the fear of God be” l probable laceration of the flesh with wounds and pain.
fore his eyes, so as to govern him in his eonduet and ad- | So contact with the godless is like handling thorns,
ministration, the whole land is in jeopardy. 7. Fencec with fron. That is, armed with an iron
4, As the light of the morning. The righteous, instrument. staff of a spear. One needs an iron in-
God-fearing ruler, is now thought of as a rising sun § strument with a long handle, like the long wooden
or rather his reign concelved as a glorious day, is poet-  spear of a warrior, so that he can cut the thorn bush
jcally painted as breaking in with all the charm aud without a near approach or wouching it with his hand.
beauty of an Oriental morning. Without clonds. ... | Burned with fire in the same place. Burned to
after rain. In the Edst, after the rain of the previous | ashes on the spot where they grew. This illustration
day, or after a night of storm, the atmosphere becomes | furnishes a prophetic word touching the doom of the
transparent, no clonds linger, and the sky takes on & ‘\\'h-kwl.
deep dark blue such as one never sees in the suddenly | In this lesson study four qualities of an ideal ruler:
changeable climates of the West. Then the tender | 1. He springs from the common people, and never
grass springs up as it togreet the clear shining, and | forgets it or their feelings and wants.
every prospect charms. Beautiful image of & righteous | 2. He is possessed of lofty literary genius and taste,
and prosperous reign, dawning like the morning after and at the same time bas communion with the Holy
storms and, a night of political darkness, anarchy, or | Spirit.
revolution. This gorgeous picture is a worthy prophecy 3. He is a sun of righteousness and blessing to the
of the Messianic reign, and has been so understood by righteous.
many expositors. But nothing in the text warrants us 4, He is a terror to evil-doers.
in making its jmmediate reference to the Messiah. It " i AW oo
18, as we have said above, the picture of an ideal reign, Englizh Teacher’s Notes.
and is applicable to the righteous administration of any THERF. are few boys or girls who have not at some
ruler whose godly example and acts are & source of | time or other built **castles in the air,” have made to
countless blessings to the people and the land. Such a themselves beautiful pictures of what is to happen some
reign is a type and representation of the Messiah's. day, when there 8 no prospect and perhaps no possi-
5. Although my house he not 8o with God. 1f we | bility that such things can ever be realized. Seen from
accept this translation, we should understand that | 8 human point of view the picture drawn by David in
pavid’s thought here feverts for the moment to the sad his *last words "' has just the appearance of such &
facts in the history of his family, as those contemplated o castle,” Let us look briefly at the pleture and the cir-
{n Nathan's words to him in chap. 12. 10,11, But it lcumslanm under which it was drawn.
greatly relieves the whole verse of difficulty if we take | First, as to the circumstances. Itwas at the close of &
the passage interrogatively : ** For is not my house thus Jong and eventful reign and a still more eventful
with God?" Then the reference throughout is to the ‘lﬂe. pavid had been “rajsed on high," **taken
everlasting coveunant announced to pavid in lhey(mm the sheepfolds® (Psa. 78, %0) to be the ruler
prophetic words of chap. 7.16:  Thine house and thy | of tsrael, anointed with the Spirit of God for the
kingdom shall be established forever before thee ; thy | work he had to perform, inspired to write those psalms
throne shall be established forever." Ordered in all | which have been the heritage, not only of Israel, but of
things, and sure. A covenant confirmed by such a | the Church of God. And yet, mingled with the glory
pledge as thal just quoted could only be reckoned as in- ! aud beauty of his reign, how much there had beea of
dissolutie. Even the sins of David's sons would not, | sin, of shame, and of sorrow! He had solemnly re-
according to 2 Sam. 7. 14, 15, be allowed © alienate the | solved to serve the Lord, and to put away wrong-doing
gdom. Psa. 101 2, ete. But

divine mercy pledged to perpetuate his throne. Allmy from his home and his king
| Jamentably bad he failed. He had been compelled to

salvation. All the safety, glory, and greatness prom-

{sed to me and my house rest upon this sure covenant. confess that the ‘'sons of Zeruiah," whose ruthless

All my desire. The ** my * {3 not in the Hebrew, and | deeds he disapproved, were %00 hard™ for him. See

the ** desire,” or * delight " may be understood either | chap. 3.89: 1 Kings 2. 5. Not merely weakness and
neglect, but the dark shadow of sin had

as that of God or of David. Although he make it not temporary
ined his own rule (in the matter of Uriah the Hittite).

to grow. This rendering js very unsatisfactory and | sta
without relevancy and meaning. Better to take this | And two rebellions, one led by his own son, had dis-
gentence Interrogately also, and render : * For will he | turbed the internal peace of his kingdom. Eince then the
not make i grow ?" Wil not this covenant spring ll|\“mlllem'0. the chastisement of his own pride, had
and grow into greater beauty and grandeur with the | brought mout ning into many & home. These were sad
coming years? memories for David’s last days. And in handing on the
6. Sons of Belial. The word * Belial," so fre- ‘ rule of a large and powerful kingdom to his son Solo-
quently taken in the common version as & proper name, | mon, he knew that he was leaving him in a place of
means * worthlessness.” In Deat. 1. 9, it is rendered | temptation and danger. 1t may be that he discerned in
swicked;” in Psa, 41 8, “evil;" in Prov. 6. 12, | hisson's character an element of weakness which boded
“paughbty:" in Prov. 16. 27, * ungodly.” The quounmixod good, Nor could he hope that a long line of
scholars hold that it should nowhere be taken a8 @ | SUCCESSOTS would do better than he had done, and that
proper name. The words the sons of in this verse are | the idea of & perfect ruler and of a powerful kingdom
without any warrant in the Hebrew text. The abstract | conld be fulfilled by them. He knew the heart of man
expression ** worthlessness ™ 18 used here by metonymy | t00 well to suppose this. If the reading of the Revised
for the concrete collective ** the worthless,” or, as in 1‘ version,"* Verily my house ig not <o with God," be correct,
the Revised Version, **the ungodly.” He puts these | David confessed n his last words the failure of his race.
now in contrast with the stability and salvation of his | Yét with all this he draws with a few master-strokes a
own house. He may have here thought of the malicious glorious picture of what is to come.
enemies who had troubled his own life and reign, like | Look at the picture. First, there is a perfect sunrise—

God. If * righteousness exalteth &
34), the ruler of an exalted nation must be
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¢l lm. calm, cluudless— not a npeck to uwln s lnswr— lu-
effably pure, and yet gladdening all things and throw-
ing its own beauty over all— far above the loftiest mount~
ain, and yet stooping to light up the meanest blade of
grass—heavenly, and yet mingling with the things of
earth, and drawing all into its warm and genial ewm-
brace ; herewe see the figure of the righteous ruler,
ordering all thing ** in the fear of God," that is, accord-
ing to his commands. Secondly, there is the *'tender
grass springing out of the earth,” nourished by rain and
sunshine, answering to the influences shed upon it from
above, and clothing the earth with wealth and beauty ;
here we see the people, become ** willing ™" in the day of
the ruler's power (Psa. 110, 3), growing **in the beauty
of holiness,” and sending up their grateful tribute of
praise.

No such picture had ever been seen by earthly eye.
Nor was there any earthly prospect of its being realized.
The history of David’s suceessors is in eatire contrast to
it. Was it a mere dream—a ' castie in the air?™ No;
when David wrote this, ** the Spirit oft he Lord spake ' by
bim, and God's ** word was in [his] tongue.” What was
far beyond the reach of man was provided for in the
*everlasting covenant ' of God—all these things were
** ordered " and **sure.”

There are fascinating pictures often drawn now of a
**good time coming " for all men, of universal brother-
hood, and peace and prosperity., And yet the whole
history of man gives the lie to such a prospect. Selfish-
ness, sloth, dishonesty, wickedness of all kinds, are as
strong on earth as ever they were, and human nature
18 powerless to root them out.

I had nearly omitted the background of David’s pict-
ure. But what does it show? The ungodly: the
“thorns that cannot be taken with the hand,” so pierc-
ing and dangerous are they, *‘thrust away " and de-
stroyed out of the kingdom. Comp. Matt. 13. 41,

In the ** everlasting covenant ** of God there is provis-
fon made for the putting away of sin, so that ** instead
of the thornshall come up the fir-tree, instead of the briar
shall come up the myrtle-tree.” Isa. 55, 13. Let all look
to it that they have a part in the covenant through faith
in Christ as the Saviour and the King. Then they may
look forward to such a ** good time" as cannot be fully
pictured or expressed,

A young girl lay on her sick bed. She had been pro-
nounced to be dying. The dark river was before
her. The last struggle was to come. But after
an interval of silence she said brightly to her
father, ** I have been examining the ropes, and,they are
all taut and right.” No fear for her, for she had part
in the ** everlasting covenant,” and all heaven's glories
were before her, no * castle in the air,”” but a blessed
reality. May all in the class make it their own.

Cambridge Notes.

THE hymn best known as the eighteenth psalm, whose
conclusion we have here, has a stronger claim to
Davidic authorship than any in the psalter. Even the
critics who date the Hebrew anthology during or after
the exile allow this psalm an antiquity reaching to the
age of Hezekiah. On the general question of
* Davidic " psalms see notes for October 27; in the

present case it is enough to say that if Psa. 18 is David's’

it accounts for his reputation ; if it is not, one of the
world’s grandest lyrists has left no name behind.
Splendid as the poem is in English, it is immeasurably
more $0 in Hebrew, where the pithy phrases, startling
assonances and nervous rhythm produce an overwhelm-
ingly powerful effect. The relation of the two reclu-
sions of the text is still much debated. Some think
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Humuel preserves me b('mr text, hut most will agree
with the greatest living Hebraist, Delitzsch, that hardly
any of the in that are imp) 1

on the text in the psalter. He shows that the variations
arise mainly from careless tradition, more natural in
historical books than in poetical collections. Note the
echoes of the psalm in Prov. 30, 5, and Hab. 3. 19,

VER. 47. Jehovah liveth. See note on 1 Sam. 17, 36
(September 1), Rock. Suggesting the cliffs and rocky
strongholds wherein David took refuge in his outlaw
days. Eralted be. May his creation learn how high
and holy he is.  The rock of. The words are an obvious
repetition, and the psalm text confirms their omission.
VER. 48, Vengeance. Literally, *giveth vengeances,”
Vengeance ** belongeth unto God,” being *a vindica-
tion of the inviolability of right by means of penal
consequences,”—Delitzsch.  Such was the ruin of
Nabal, Saul, ete. Peoples. Kirkpatrick’s interpretation
is confuted by the plural; the phrase refers to foreign
nations, not, as in ver. 44, to Israel. VER. 49. Bringeth
forth. Theopposite of ** shutting up," chap. 18. 225, note.
Violent man. Saul, if any one man is meant. VER. 50,
This verse is quoted by Paul (Rom, 15. 9) as one of his
proofs that, despite the narrow uullouullvuu of the Jews,
the Old T t writers 1 the salvation
of the Gentiles. David here declares that his success-
ful defensive wars against heathen nations shall be the
means of spreading the truth of him whose power they
learned. Comp. Psa. 47 and 67 (Rev. Ver). VER.5
The marginal reading (Authorized Version) is only a
conjecture of the Masorites, and has nothing to recom-
mend it. His king....his anointed....David. Thus
David emphasizes at the end of the hymn his joy in the
thought of God's ownership ; at the outset he exulted
in the complementary thought, that he could call Jeho-
vah his own. Seed. Evidently echoing the divine as-
surance of chap. 7. 11, &q., see notes for October 20.
From the hymn which describes David's life at the
zenith of prosperity we come to a retrospect of prophetic
inspiration, looking back on a life so imperfect, and
forward with grateful wonder to the promises of a
glorious future. The ode is inserted bhere to accom-
pany the other autobiographical poem which the com-
piler selected for a place in the appendix of his narra-
tive. Itis extremely obscure, and its poetry comes rather
in brief flashes than in the steady brilliance of the hymn
we have just left. VER. 1. Last words. The last pro-
phetic utterance. His last recorded words were that
dark testament of blood which showed that even David
was the child of his age. Said. Better, ** The oracle of
David." Except in Num. 24, 3, ete., and Prov. 30. 1.
The phrase is elsewhere only * The oracle of Jehovah.”
Raised. David was always proud of recalling the sig-
nal wonder of Jehovah's choosing the shepherd boy.
He had none of that contemptible snobbishness which
“selft-made™ men so often show. Jacob, Chiefly
poetical for *'Israel.” Sweet, ete. See margin, which
admits a more satisfactory sense, * The darling of the
songs of Israel.,”  The last line spoke of his relation to
God: this, of his relation to the people. VER. 2. The
verse probably refersto the divine words of vers. 3 and 4.
The length and sis of this
us of Balaam’s solemn prologue (Num. 24, 3, 8q¢.:
15 sq,) show what supreme importance the theocratic
king has attached to the divinely portrayed ideal.
VER. 3. Rock. See above, ver. 47. One, ete. The
oracular words which follow are rather a picture than a
statement, as the italics show. They set forth the Mes-
slanic King, his ideal justice, and the blessings that
come to his people. Each successive age was to see
more in that a8

prop
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taught more of God’s truth to man, and at last the ideal | 1. Hebrew poetry is national, its inspiration being
should be realized in the perfect ** son of pDavid.” Note | the crises and great events in the life of the nation, also
how the poetic parallelism brings out the fact that the  the hopes and expectations of the Jew. 2. Merely sen-
ruler is **righteous " because he rules “in the fear | timental, abstract, or philosophic poems are not found in
of God,” recognizing that ne is only a viceroy. VER. 4. | Hebrew poetry ; its character is 1yrie, not eple or dra~
The imagery reminds us of Psa. 7. 63 Isa. #4. 8, 8g.; | watic. 3. Its not merely religious, but worshipful, mon
Mal, 4. 2, and other passages in the prophets drawing | otheistie, and rich in expression of those attitudes of the
the same portraiture, The Messianie rule following op- | soul which declare a belief in one personal God.—Rev.
pression and wickedness is compared to the two loveli- | M. D. Church.
est sights in nature : the sunrise after night and ““‘l 1. Tu its purpose, which is intensely religious. 1n this
springtide after winter's desolation, By clear, Liter- | respect Hebrew poetry far surpasses the poetical litera-
ally, *from sunshine, from rain.” In Palestine the | ure of otherancient nations. 2. Inits form. Sometimes
summer heat burns up every vestige of vegetation over | un alphabetical arrangement characterizes the poem, as
the plains, and when the rains have fallen there bursts | i the one hundred and nineteenth psalm.  This psalm 13
forth & sudden wealth of verdure. Comp. Isa. 32 | divided into twenty-two sections, corresponding to the
35.1,8. VER. b. It is extremely dificult to decide | yumber of letters in the Hebrew alphabet.  Each verse
between text and margin. 1f the former, David 100ks | of the first section begins with the first letter of the al-
back on the sins of himself and his sons u_nd feels that | phabet, each verse of the second section with the
the ideal has not been reached, yet rejoices that God | second letter, and so on through the psa'm. Another
has made his covenant with him. But the last two lines poem of this character is Lam. 3. But, according to
are almost unl’nlvlllgiblv. and perhaps the margin is | Lowth, the most striking peculiarity of Hebrew poetry is
better (Thenius and Kirkpatrick).  David assures him- | what he calls * parallelism,” which is a correspondence
self that his house, however undeserving, has reccived | in thought or language, or both, between the numbers of
that privilege from Jehovah's covenant, and that God | egeh period. Examples of this are to be found in many
will at last cause the promised salvation to spring from | of the psalms and iy Proverbs; as Psa. 8. 4; 10.2; Prov.
his favored line. Ordered. The metaphor is from a " 10, T.—Rev. 0. J. Cowies, D.D.
formal and duly attested legal document. Al [my] de- |
sive. Or, ** all good pleasure; ™ that is, God’s. Comp. |
Isa. 53, 10. VERs. 6, 7. The contrast is fumiliar from | Liesson Word-Picture.
innumerable passages in the Psalms; the reign of the |
Messianic King must involve the destruction of all p(u«J LAST words! How touching, significant, solemn !
sistent evil-doers, Comp. Matt. 13. 41. Ungodly. 1t | gitting down to utter some nmessage, and for the last
would be well if **belial " were aly as here trans- | time! Never again will it be spoken !
lated ; the personification began as early as New Testa- | 1t is David, the king, who would place on rec wd this
ment times, but is unknown in the Old Testament, | last utterance, It may have been at evening when he
For they cannot,  1f the text is sound, the description | breathed out his last message, the sun going down,
will be intended to bring out the kingdom's danger | ffashing out Lis last rays like expiring torches, and in-
from wicked men and the strong measures needed to | viting the soul to serfous meditation, It may have been
extirpate them. They are past treating gently, like | at dawn, when the sky was all ablaze with a golden ex-
weeds that can be removed with the hand; they need | peetation, and ere the light of un eternal day breaks
the sharp knife at the end of a long shaft to cut them off | upon the king he makes his soul a guest-room for these
for the burning. The latter phrase will suit both the | solemn last thoughts. Many years burden him, Many
thorns and the men they figure.  In their place. | storms have broken about his soul. The sare David
Clearly corrupt. Klostermann's emendation, “ with five | though! Raised of God from lowly places, the lonely
of the Almighty,” is plausible. 8o ends this prophetic | sheep-pastures, the still waters, the winding foot-paths,
outburst, elearly with reference to those flerce men who | the valley of the death-shadows! Anointed of God
had stained David’s reign with their ungovernable | there anid the hushied, wondering cirele of father and
violence, and whose crimes weighed on the king's | sons, the hoary prophet lifting the sacred horn and sol-
thoughts as he gave his last commission to Solomon. | eminly setting apart the young shepherd, as ruler and
ll\hu:! And O, hark! It is Israel’s sweet singer. I
hear him strike the harp, 1 hear his rich voice, out in
The Lesson Council. 1(]10 lonely flelds, before the gloomy Saul, in the pro=
Question 7. Wherein does Hebrew poetrydiffer from found depths of his remorse, in the darkened chamber
the poetical literature of other ancient nations? | of his sorrow, David, lowly shepherd, God's anointed,
It would require an essay to answer this question with | Israel's sweet, fmpassioned singer it is he breathing
any degree of fullness, 1. 1t differs in form. Compared forth these last, solemn words. Listen! Ashe rever-
with the old Greek poetry, for instance, it has not its ;l"lll\' speaks, how Israel’s Rock towers, throwing its
measure or its raythm or cadence, 2. Inexpressing the | shadow over piigrims in the noon-tide glare, from its
deepest passions and the purest emotions of the heart, | eleft sides pouring sparkling streams for the thirsty,
and the loftiest thoughts and holiest aspirations of the | sheltering in its recesses the storm-driven.
soul, bee mirg the medium through which the most | Listen again! David 18 portraying Isrgel’s ruler.
rapt contemplations of God and the most intimate | Does he think of Solomon, who will come after him?
communion with him found expression. 3. Ancient ‘\Ollmt his reign might be like the morning sun !
poetry was often used in the interest of unhallowed pas- | What ascene! The eastern sky glorious in the sun-
sfon: Hebrew, never. 4. Hebrew puetry was pre-emi- | rising! Not a cloud to vell his splendor ! The sky one
pently religious, and employed for parposes of purest | wide audience-room where sits and shines the king in
devotion. 5. It subordinated imaginative faney to the  undimmed glory. Then a hiding beneath the assailing
truthfu! and realistic. 6. It was divinely inspired as the | mists, but Onally that sun bursting out of the vapors that
other was not, and 18 truer to nature and to God thanany | would have quenched his light in the rafn, but now
other, and the loftiest and the most sublime on record. | dazztingly triumphant, while millions of grass-blades
—Rev. A, Wheeler, D.D. | glitter with jewels that he royally gives this hour and
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may take the next. How those blades rise higher and
higher, springing up in this ** clear shining after rain | 4
O that the coming King might be glorious like that suns
glorious in righteousness, and the nation prospered and
rejoicing in that glory !  Happy the people under such
a ruler and with such a God !

And that God 1s to be David’s in an everlasting cov-
enant! O glorious vision granted to faith !

The soul is bowed down in sorrow.

““That everlasting covenant goes on!" he murmurs.

The body is torn with pain.

*“*8till goes on that covenant,” whispers that voice
tremblingly -sinking, dying. He is passing aw: u) That
covenant survives, and goes on and on forev er!

Primary and Intermediate.

LessoN THovGHT. Goodness a Light.

Review. Give a few minutes to a rapid review of Da-
vid's life. A little blackboard work will help greatly to
hold the eyes and thoughts of the children. Make ashep-
herd's crook, as you talk, to suggest his youth ; a sword
to recall the stormy days of his trouble with Saul: a
crown or scepter to suggest his kingdom. Especially
dwell upon the Lord’s leading as shown in his life, and
teach that every obedient child will be as certainly led by
the Lord as David was.

Ohject Lesson. A few wheat heads, ripe and full
show a few grains of wheat, Tell how these were |
dropped in the ground, sprang up, grew, and ripened at
1ast into this good, sweet grain, ready for use. Liken
this to David’s life. Now he was old, and ready for use |
in God's upper kingdom. Ask what Absalom was like,
and show that good grain only ripens under the shining |
.of God's sun and in yielding to the laws of his kingdom. |

The True King. What does a
king do? Yes, he rules over
R men. Tu ittle about kings,
and those in authority, their
sponsibilities and burdens.

ach that all of God's ehildren

are called ** Kings and priests,
A kingdom of the heart is given
| each to rule over. There are
every thing that belongs to

| A \\GHT.

enemies to be snhd;d:
Satan must be conquered: Let children name some
things to be fought: Jemper, selfishness, laziness, un-

truth, ete, All these enemies must be subdued. The
boy or girl who is not eager to rule the kingdom God has
given justly, and in the fear of God, will not succeed. |
We must really care about being rulers, or we never
shall be,

God's Promise. Tell how King David trusted the Lord
when he was old. God had made him a promise, and
David believed it. It did not look as though he was
keeping it, but David felt sure that he could not break |
it. Tell story of a child who had been promised a ride |
on a certain day. The father who had promised it was
not at home when the day came, Noon came; three
o'clock, four o'clock; but all the time the child was
happy inanticipation of the ride, ** for," said she, ** papa
always keeps his word ;" and her sweet faith was
rewarded.

How much more secure {8 God's promise than any
earthly pledge! With the best intention the father
might have be"n unable to keep his promise. But God
«can do all things. Nothing can hinder him from keep-
dng his word! How fully we may trust him!

| ern times.

| 749, 747, TH8, U2, T84,

Blackboard.

\\ \ \Q\NA\\\
\()%NNN \
PEY

“tHE LIGHT oF THE
MORNING”

In the lesson of to-day David's vision of the true King
is set forth. The blackboard endeavors to represent
this by a curtain drawn aside, revealing the cross in the
light of the rising sun, for David had said that the true
King **shall be as the light of the morning wher the
sun riseth.”  This deseription was completely fulfilled
in Jesus Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, By means of
questions, the superintendent may draw forth from the
school how this was true. The world was in darkness.
He came as its light. He is the source of light and of
life and of power. Draw the cross white, the sun yel-
low, the curtain light blue.

Berean Methods.
The Teachers' Meeting,

Lead the class into a brief consideration of the Psalms,
Many of them were written by David, not all. They
were written at different times, and probably were not
collected into one Look until long after the death of
their authors, They formed a book of national hym-
nology, such, indeed, as has never been equaled in mod-
If possible get your teachers to tell you
about the date of several of David's most popular psalms.
What was he, for instance, probably, a shepherd or
king, when he wrote the twenty-third psalm? At what
wze of his career did he write the first?  What is re-
markable about the one hundred and nineteenth? Find,
if possible, one or two specimen psalms of the earliest
part of his career, and then contrast these with his last
words.

References. FOSTER'S CYCLOPEDIA. Ver. 1: Poet-
feal, 2516, Ver. 1-4: Poetical, 631. Ver. 3: Prose,
2048, 3438, b 3442, 0915-9917, Ver. 4: Prose,
700, 795, 3626, 3033, 3638, 10283,
10285, 10289, Ver. 5: Prose, 7593, 7783, 11231-11235,
11238, 11239, 4750, 4551,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
David's Last Psalm.

I. Tug Psanaist.
1. David the son of Jesse. v. 1.
“ Arodoutof. ..Jesse.” Isa. 11. 1.
2. The marn whowas raised up. v. 1.
** ook thee from the sheep-cote.” 2 8am. 7. 8,
8. The anointed of ....God, v. 1.
** With my holy oil.” Psa. 89. 20,
4. The sweet psalmist of Israel, v.1.
**Spake as they were moved." 2 Pet. 1. 21,

.
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II. Tre Rurer.
1. He that ruleth....must be just. v. 3.
** With righteousness shal! he judge.” Isa. 11. 4.
2. Ruling in the fear of God. v. 3.
** Faithfully, and with a pe'fect heart." 2 Chron.
10. 9, .
3. As the light of the morning. v. 4
** The path of the just.” ¥rov. 4. 18.
4. As the tender grass. v. 4.
** He shall grow as the lily.” Hos. 14. 5.
5. An everlasting covenant. v. 5.
** The sure mercies of David.” 1sa. 56. 3.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The Ideal Ruler.

1. The ideal ruler must be just, ver. 3. The severest
curses of God have been directed against public serv-
ants who take bribes, Many an ignoble politican man-
ages by adroitness to secure responsible publie tlice,
and sometimes such men retain for years the favor of
their constituents. But no * popular favor ™ can blind
God's eyes to the real character of the ruler. God de-
mands that he shall be just.

2. The ideal ruler must be reverential, ver. 3.
America has reason to thank God that most of the
founders of our Republic were devout men. Public
justice, like private virtue, when genuine, is founded
on the fear of God.

3. The ideal ruler must be identified with God's
cause, ver. 5. God establishes **an everlasting cove-
nant, ordered in all things, and sure,” with every man
who with all his heart enlists in the divine service. A
ruler who is God's servant need have no fears.

4. The ideal ruler in seeking rectitude, finds suecess,
Worldly success, like happiness, is seldom found by
those who seek it directly, He who pursues any noble
ambition finds happiness in its pursuit; and he who
does right, regardless of success, wins the very success
he disdains to seek.

HOME READ
M. David's last words.
7'u. David’s last words.
W. David’s charge to Solomon. 1Kin,
7. An everlasting covenant. _Isa. 55,
F. Reliance upon God. Psa. 16,
&. Confidence and service. Psa. 40, 1-10,
8. Paul’s confidence. Rom. 8. 81-39.

GOLDEN TEXT.
He hath made with me an everlasting covenant,
ordered in ail things, and sure. 2 Sam. 23. 5.
TIME.—1018 B. C.
PLACE.—Jerusalem.
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The Rock of Israel.

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 256, Dominion Hymnal.
He lead th me! oh! blessed thought,
Oh ! words with heavenly comfort fraught.
No. 109, Dominion Hymnal.
Oh, sometimes the shadows are deep,
And rough seems the path to the goal.
No. 107, Dominion Hymnal.

Stand up ! stand up for Jesus !
Ye wﬁliuu of the cross !

Abide with me.

Father most holy.

Love divine.

Keep me, hide me, O my Father.

[Nov. 17.
Art thou saddened ?
Come, my soul, thy suit prepare,
0 could I speak the matchless worth.
He leadeth me.
Father, what'er of earthly bliss.
Child of a king.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Psalmist,

How long was David’s reign ?

In what sense were these David's last words ?

’l'nlwhut three facts of his life is allusion made i
ver. 1?7

Where can the evidence of his literary power be
found ?

To whom does he ascribe all his worth as king and

et ?

What doctrine of theology has been founded upon
such expressions as this of ver. 2 and 2 Pet. 1. 217
2. The Song.

What is the subject of this song ?

‘What characteristics of a good ruler are here given ?

In what respects is ver. 4 an illustration of a ruler’s
character ?

From what origin had David's family arisen 7

What was the covenant which God had made with
David 7 2 Sam. 7. 16,

What desire of David's heart had not God allowed to
grow ?

To what are the wicked here likened ?

What will be their end ?

Practical Teachings.

Last words are always noticeable.

The Christian’s are wonderful words of joy. The sin-
ner's have many times been the wails of those without
hope. Which will ours be ?

How piety ascribes every thing to God !

lA ({:eaulllul character 18 like a morning without.
clouds.

God's covenant to us is surer than to David. Ours i3
in Christ, unalterable, eternal.

O the woe of perishing—thrust out of the way like
thorns ; burned with fire. 80 end the wicked.

Hints for Home Study.

1. Comuuit these verses to memory.

2. Repeat the story contained in the phrases *‘raised
up on high,” and ** anointed of God."

3. Find proof that the covenant with David was kept.

4, Find the history of the word ** Rock™ used as a
title of God, and all the passages that contain it.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. The Psalmist, vs, 1, 2,

‘What psalmist is here referred to?

‘What is said of his lineage ?

By whom was he promoted to honor?

For what people did he sing?

In what book may we find his songs ?

‘Who helped David to sing his somgs ?
1 Vzt’hat.sayu Peter about the Holy Spirit's help? 2 Pet.
2. His Song, vs. 3-7.

‘Whose words did the psalmist utter?

By what names does he speak of God ?

What does he say about rulers ?

To what is the just ruler likened ?
s Wth;lt covenant had God made with David? (Golden

‘ext.

‘What did he say about this covenant ?

To what did he liken the sons of Belial ?

What defense must he have who touched them ?

‘What would be their final doom ?

What will be the doom of all who persist in doing
wickedly ? Matt. 25. 41. ¥

Teachings of the Lesson.
‘Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That God makes his servants joyful ?
2. That God makes his servants useful?
3. That God makes his servants to be honored ?
Home Work for Young Bereans,
Find in a book written by Moses a description of &
Just judge.
Find where Moses speaks of God as a ** Rock" fiver

times in one chapter.
Learn the names of two other psalmists in Israel.
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QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

To what city did David return after Absalom’s death ?
m.

o Jerusalen

What do we get in this lesson? His last words.
Whose son was David? 'I'he son of Jesse,

Who chose David to be klmf'r The Lord,

What did David write ? ‘The Psalme,

Who spoke to David? The Spirit of the Lord,
What did the Lord say a king must be? Just,

In whose fear must he rule?  In the fear of God,

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER,
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| THE LESsON CATECHISM, "
[For the entire school.]

1. What was the character of David's last words?

| They were a psalm of praise,

2. For what principle of government does he praise
God? For justiee that fears God,

3. To what does he liken such a 1uler? Toamorn-

To what I3 a good king compared? To a morning | 10g without clouds,

without clouds,

What did God make with David? An everlasting

covenant,
What is a covenant? An agreement,
Whose promises are sure 7 _The Lord’s,

covenant,

| 4. What does he say will be the end of those who op-
| pose God’s righteous ruler? They shall be thrust
away like thorns,

5. In what confident trust does the singer of this song

What did David believe? That God would keephis | yo5t7 ¢ He hath made with me,” ete,

What did this give him ? Great peace.
GV:;lm are kept in perfect peace? Those who trust
O

“’illll d‘tims David say of the wicked ? They shall be [

destroyed.
Words with Little People,
GOD'S COVENANT WITH DAVID,
Thy throne shall be establish~d forever. 2 Sam. 7. 16,
GOD'S COVENANT WITH ME.
I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons
and daughters. 2 Cor. 6, 18,

f CATECHISM QUESTION.
l 62. What is the other part of man?
| His body, which is flesh and blood, and will die,

| Be not afraid of them which kill the body, but are not
' able to kill the soul. —Matthew x. 28,

———————— e

B. C.1014.]

Authorized Version,

1 Kiongs 3. 5-15, “ommit to memory verses 12, 13,
0+, | 5 11 Gib’e-on the LorD appeared to
;ﬁ“‘g Sol’o-mon in a dream by night: and
4 |God said, Ask what I shall give thee.
| "6 And’ Solo-mon said, Thou hast
<1, ‘shnwud unto thy servant Da'vid my
HES.i(ulhor great merey, according as he
[ {walked before thee in truth, and in
|righteousnéss, and in uprightness of
L WISDOM, heart with thee; and thou hast kept
for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a
80N to sit on his throne, as i¢ is this day.
7 And now, O LorD my God, thou hast made thy
servant kll:f instead of Da’vid my father: and I am but
a little child: I know not Zow to go out or come in.

8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which
thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be num-
bered nor counted for multitude,

9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart
to judge thy people, that 1 may discern between good
and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a
people ?

10 And the speech pleased the LORD, that Sol’o-mon
had asked this thing.

11 And God sald unto him, Because thou hast asked
this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life;
neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the
life of thine enemies ; but hast asked for thyself under-
standing to discern judgment;

12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I
have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so
that there was none like thee before thee, neither after
thee shall any arise like unto thee.

13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not
asked, both riches, and honor: so that there shall not be
any among the kings like unto thee all thy days.

14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my
and my as thy father Da’vid
did walk, then I will lengthen thy days.

15 And Sol’o-mon awoke ; and, behold, i¢asa dream.
And he came to Je-ru’sa-lem, and stood before the ark
of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt-offer-
ings, and offered peace-offerings, and made a feast to
all his servants,

LESSON VIII. SOLOMON'S Wi=E CHOICE,

[Nov. 24.
Revised Version,

5 In Gib’e-on the LorD appeared to Sol’o-mon in &
dream by night : and God said, Ask what I shall give
6 thee. And £olo-mon said, Thou hast showed unto
thy servant Da’vid my father great kindaess, accord-
ing as he walked before thee in truth, and in right-
eousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee;
and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that
thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it
7 is this day. And now, O LORD my God, thou hast
madc thy servant king instead of Da’vid my father :
and I am but a little child; I know not how to go
8 out or come in. And thy servant is in the midst of
thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people,
that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude,
9 Give thy servant therefore an understanding heart
to judge thy people, that I may discern.between good
and evil; for who is able to judge this thy great peo-
10 ple? And the speech pleased the LORD, that Sol’o-
11 mon had asked this thing. And God said unto him,
Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not
asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches
for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies ;
but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern
12 judgment ; behold, I have done according to thy
word : lo, I have given thee a wise and an under-
heart ; so that there hath been none like thee before
thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee.
13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not
asked, both riches and honor, so that there shall not
be any among the kings like unto thee, all thy days.
14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my
statutes and my commandments, as thy father Da’vid
15 did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. And Sol’o-
mon awoke. and, behold, it was a dream: and he
came to Je-ru’sa-lem, and stood before the ark of the
covenant of the LOrD and offered up burnt-offerings,
aud offered peace-offerings, and made a feast to all
his servants.

.EXPOSITORY NOTES.

Introductory. —The transition from David to S8olomon
18 natural and Interesting. The latter part of David's
reign, with his counsels and admonitions for his son
Bolomon, is narrated with considerable fullness in the

last two chapters of first Chronicles and the first two
chapters of the first book of Kings. Adonijah, the
fourth son of David, born at Hebron while his father was

reigning over Judah (2 8am. 4, 5), had an ambition to be:
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d footmen to affect | aged David speaks of him as *young and tender.

i RO"':::‘,?,‘EN:'}:‘:::: t:l:;] done. But his at- | His age at the time of his accession Is nowhere stated, cor
tempt at muzlr[nmon was n.lpped in the bud by the prompt | but he was probably not "“"“‘ than tweuty‘ycnn? old. m';'
f David. who caused Solomon to be anointed and | His modesty and humility appear in this acknowledg-
L ed ki g cer fsrael. S0 there was no violent | ment of youth and inexperience. How to go out or me
g “:uluu:nn;l.st)h)mnn's formal assump- | come in. A proverbial or itiomatic way of denoting Ma
-tion of the regal office Was an occasion of great rejoic- | one's 'gnif))g about the ordiuary duties of life. Comp. ::l:
ing in Jerusalem. Solomon’s reign was therefore a ‘ Deut. 31, 2; Josh, 14 1L i3
At of his father, and the rule of the 8. Thy people....a great people. He is alive o A
and chieftain, who had subdued the | the fact that the nation he is called to rule is God's peo- 1
enemies of Israel round about, Was fittingly consum- | ple, divinely chosen and honored by marvelous displays a
fot accession of the peaceful Solomon to | of power and mercy in past ages; & people so great as 1
After David's death Solomon went to | to be in fact the first of nations (comp. Amos 3. 2: 6. 1, el
Gibeon, a few miles north-west of Jerusalem, to offer a 1 2) must be truly great. Cauuot be numbered. So in
ce unto Jehovah ; for that was the principal | that the promise made to Abraham (Gen. 13. 163 15. 5) toc
ip at the time, the temple not having been | is fulfilled. cel
The Chronicles inform us that Solomon 9. Au understanding heart to judge thy people. co!
assembled a great congregation with him, and that the | More exactly, ** A heart hearing to judge;" that is, & an
brazen altar made in the days of Moses by Bezaleel,and | peart giving the most diligent attention and care to ex- 4
le of the congregation,’ were still ex- | gcute right judgment in the sight of God and man. pre
{sting at that place. See 2 Chron, 1. 1-6. Discern between good and bad, To distinguish an
Verse 5. In Gibeon. This wascalled a great city In | geenly between right and wrong is a quality absolutely m
the time of Joshua. Josh. 10, 2. It was the ancient cap- { ¢ tal and ble to the rig ruler dt:
ital of the Hivites, situated on one of the rounded hills | gnd judge. The one who holds a position of authority, th
which form a noticeable feature of the country, and | gnd can * call evil good and goud evil™ (Isa. 5. 20), or sig
forming at the head of the pass of Bethhoron the key of | gay that ** every one that doeth evil is good in the sight w
It is represented by the modern | of the Lord " (Mal. 2. 17), 13 himself a moral wreck, and ba
El-jib, a small village about five miles north-west of Je- | can bring only ruin on oihers. The hearing of causes th
Here the tabernacle was set up, and public | of litigation, the decision of what is right, and the re
worship maintained under Dasid and Solomon. Henee | ordering of appropriate execution of judgment are ala he
it is called in the preceding verse *the great high | part of the duties of an Oriental king. Hence Solo- 1o
w Appeared to Bolomon in a dream. The | mon's great wisdom in desiring above all other things a
«eably prominent as one of the forms of | competency to perform aright the high duties of a judge re
revelations, See Num. 12. 6. Many | and ruler of a great historic nation. «
ordinary dreams are of a striking and impressive char- 10. Pleased the Lord. Such requests and such dis+ Gl
acter, and readily suggest to us what latent possibilities position of heart are always well-pleasing in the sight be
soul may have often served as achannel for | o¢ Goq, Hence the New Testament word, ** If any of o
the communication of revelations from God. Indreams | you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all ne
ages set before l}, and often ;:fh.-r waking i mébn liberally.” Jas. 1. 5. :I
peollection of “.hm ARRIAR. ln Roue 11. Hast not asked for thyself. His request is .
1ovah probably appeared in some such N ez m
form or symbol as those seen by the prophets in their here estimated by what he did *not ™ ask, and "‘7 i fa
By night. The night following the day ('l-llr*nat is nnhxlmm-«l by allusion to three things which
of his devout offerings at the great altar. God said. | onein Solomon’s place might very naturally have de-
e ¥l % | sired: long life __.riches....the life of thine en-
In ordinary dreams the soul not only discerns what ap- | g e e py
isible forms, but also hears the voice of words, | emies. These are the good things which the warldly it
and carries on conversation. Ask what 1 shall give ‘l mind most prizes. Understanding to discern judg
thee. - Here was a gracious condescension and regard | ment. An allusion back to verse 9, which contains this
shown to Solomon by the Most High, which stands a | idea in fuller form. b,
exhibition of particular divine love to a | 12. Behold, I have done. The prayer is already :
mortal man. ‘The doctrine of God which such grace in- | answered, the thing is as good as done. 1t is spoken of 1
culcates 18 worthy of our careful study. as complete, for it was fully determined in the mind of
6. Thon hast showed ...my father. Observe | God. A wise and an understanding heart. He was a
how Solomon begins his petition by devout acknowledg- gifted with a sound, well-balanced mind ; a genius for
ment of past favors, especially his great merey to his { government; a taste for the fine arts; a love for the ,
father David, and recognizes as the noblest facts of his | good and great. He was a poet and a philosopher, for :
father's life that he walked ...in truth, and in right- \ * he spake three thousand proverbs, and his songs were N
eousness, and in uprightness of heart before God. | a thousand and five.” Chap. 4. 32. He was a famous
Such becoming acknowledgment of mercies and keen | naturalist, for he made a special study of trees and plants, ",
appreciation of moral excellence disclose the appropri- | beasts and birds, insects and fishes. Chap. 4. 33. He ;
ate spiritual condition both of asking and receiving [ was a shrewd observer of men and things, noted for his
God's best gifts. This zreat kindness, The same | political and practical sagacity, & skillful diplomatist,
words translated great mercy above, but made em- | and far-sighted enough to open his empire to an exten-
c by the article and the demonstrative pronoun. | sive commerce with nations near and far, None like
David himself, in chap. 1. 48, blesses Jehovah, God of Is- | thee before, .. .after. Solomon of course was ignorant
rael, that he has given him one to sit upon his throne, | of many things which later ages have discovered or in- ¢
and this is the great merey here referred to, vented, and some of these deseriptions of his wisdom E
7. Thou hast made. He acknowledges God's hand | and power are doubtless colored by the glowing habit t
in his elevation to the throne, and hence might claim | of Oriental hyperbole. But in view of the extent and (
for himself all the comfort and confidence of divine | variety of his gift and knowledge above referred to, and €
wcare. | am but a little child. In 1 Chron. 29. 1, the | of his enjoyment of signal favors of God, we must ac-
o
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cord him & rank without any exact parallel in human
history.

13. Also....riches and honor. Two New Testa~
ment sayings of our Lord are suggested by these words,
Matt. 6. 33, * Seek ye first the kingdom of God," ete.;
and Matt. 13. 12, ** Whosoever hath, to him shall be
given, and he shall have more abundance.” He who '
obtains God's favor obtains God's vast possessions. w
Among the kings. It was no small matter to outrank
all contemporary kings of the nations.

14. If thou wilt walk. He must not forget that the |
great favors and promises bestowed do not release him
in the least from the obligations of righteousness. 8o,
100, in the midst of blessed assurance which David re-
ceived touching his royal seed, it was declared, * If he
eommit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men,
and with the stripes of the children of men.” 2 Sam.
7.14, Ways, .. statutes,. . commandments, Com-
prehensive summary of moral obligation. The ways
are the habits and manner of life; statutes denote
more particularly those divine decrees which exhibit the
distinctions of right and wrong; commandments are
the revealed laws which, like the decalogue, are de-
signed to regulate moral conduct. Comp. David's words
to Solomon in chap. 2. 3. As thy father. An allusion
back to what Solomon said in verse 6, § will lengthen !
thy days. As Solomon failed in the later period of his {
reign to keep God's laws, his own life was cat short,and |
he attained not the good old age which the Israelite "
looked upon as a special token of divine favor.

15. It was a dream. But none the less a divine
revelation, and made a profound impression on his soul.
Came to Jerusalem. Having finished his offerings at
Gibeon, he proceeded to the capital to offer there also,
before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, what
seemed to him a becoming sacrifice. Here he offered
not only burnt-offerings as at Gibeon, but also peace-
offerings, which were commonly observed by a joyful
feast of the people. Thus the great heaven-favored
monarch sought to inaugurate his reign by insuring the
favor both of Ged and his people.

The above lesson suggests tha following thoughts :

1. The biblical idea of wisdom embraces sound moral
sense, and religious integrity, as well as political sasac- |
ity and knowledge,

2. Not a few of the most important revelations of
God's grace and truth have been given in dreams and |
night visions. ‘

3. The heart that meditates much by day upon God's
law will be likely to meet God also in his dreams.

4. A child-heart and a yearning for wisdom are the
delight of Jehovah.

5. The earnest prayer of such a heart will be an-
swered by an abundance of blessings over what was
asked for.

6. The doctrine of God's tenderness and interest in
man. which lies at the basis of this lesson, should culti-
vate a holy confidence and comfort in every devout
heart.

English Teacher's Nofes.

THERE are three things which sometimes render it
dificult to make a choice. Imagine a child being shown
a numoer of toys, pictures, or other things equally at-
tractive and desirable, and then bidden to make its
choice between them. The dificulty will lie in the
equality of the things offered.

Suppose, however, that one of these objects 1s visibly
.superior to all the rest, of far greater beauty and value.

The question might arise, whether it would not be
greedy and selfish to fix on the best of all. Tremember a
little boy who, on being offered his choice between three
silver coins, fixed, after some deliberation, on the oue of
smallest value, feeling that he ought not to ask a larger
gift. The diMeulty lay in an uncertainty as to the in-
tention of the person who offered them.

The third difculty is that expressed in the old saying

f that ** you cannot eat your cake and keep it too.” When
| you choose one thing, by that act you give up the other.

14t us see how theso three things affected the choice
which is held up for our example in the passage for
to-day.

1. The offer made to the youthful king of Israel was
unlimited. ** Ask what I shall give thee.” His thoughts
might have freely ranged over various objects of desire,
until be was puzzled which of them to select. But it
was not so. His eye singled out one thing which im-
measurably surpasses all others. His affection was at
once set upon this, and his choice quickly made. In
after years he recorded his conviction about it in words
from which our Golden Text s taken: * Wisdom is
better than rubies, and all the things thou canst desire
are not to be compared to her.”

It is not every one who has such a choice before him
as Solomon had. Riches, fame, the glories of this world,
seem very far beyond the reach of some of us, though
they may be offered to others. But the best gift of all—
the one infinitely superior toall others--is offered to each
one, from the oldest to the youngest, the highest to the
Jowest, the richest to the poorest. Ought there to be any
diMenlty at all in choosing that perfect gift—the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as our ** wisdom, and right~
eousness, and sanctiflcation, and redemption ?** 1Cor.
1. 30.

2. Was there any difeulty in Solomon’s mind as to
whether he might ask for such a great gift as the ** wis-
dom " he desired ? None whatever. He knew who had
made that unlimited offer to him. He remembered
God's mercies to David his father (see ver. 6), and had
not the slightest misgiving. And *‘it pleased the Lord
thaf Solomon had asked this thing,"

God is pleased when we ask for the best things. He
is pleased when we trust him to give them. He has un-
mistakably, in the Seriptures, declared his desire that we
should have them. When he says, ** Ask and it shall be
given you; seck and ye shall find,” etc., we can have no
difleulty as to his intentions toward us.

3. But now comes the third difficulty, The decision
for one thing does always mean the giving up of the
rest. It was so with the merchantman in the parable,
when he had ** found one pearl of great price.” Matt, 13,
45, 56, It was so with the young ruler to whom Jesus
said, ** Go and sell that thou hast .. and follow me."

| Matt. 19, 21. And in asking for wisdom from above,

Solomon deliberately turned his back on those things so
fascinating to a young king—riches, victories, honors.
God afterward bestowed these also upon him, but none
the less had he, in making his choice, given them up.

The heart’s chofce of Christ and all the blessings there
are in him must be absolute and unadulterated. In a
material sense, it is not every one who is called upon to
sufter the loss of **all things " that he may ** win Christ **
(Phil. 8. 8, but in a spiritual sense this is the only way
to win him. The choice is between Christ and self;
Christ and the world; Christ and ease, pleasure, popu-
larity - all that the natural heart desires. All must be
counted asdross for his sake. And then, God has prom-
ised to give ** with him™ all that is really “good ™ for
those who have taken him as Saviour, Lord, and
Friend.
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Cambridge Notles.
(1 Kings 8. 8-15. Comp. 2 Chron. 1. 3-13.)

THE book on which we now enter is a continuation of
the Book of Samuel, compiled at a date which may be
fixed with fair certainty as between B. (. Bbl, the re-
Jease of Jehoiachin, and B. C. 536, the Edict of Cyrus.
The documents used by the unknown editor seem 1o
have been contemporary prophetie memoirs (see intro-
duetory notes, July 7); for Solomon’s refgn there was
a chronicle called ** the book of the acts of Solomon,™
which the parallel 2 Chron. 10. 20, enables us plausibly
to identify with works by the prophets Nathan, Ahijah,
and Iddo. The keen human interest which makes the
portrait of David so living fails when we come Lo his
son. The narrative of our lesson is our only help
toward realizing Solomon as any thing but & splendid
statue. He is best known by bis works, as the builder
of the temple and the founder of the Jewish philosophy,

which dominated literature so largely after his day. A |
very small and, uncertain proportion of his w ritings has |

come down to us, incorporated in the collection of
*proverbs.”” But his name was associated with the
whole class of **sapiential ™" literature. Centuries later
such wonderful writings as Eccleslastes and Wisdom
were given to the world as Solomon’s—of course merely
as written in his character—and a nearly contemporary
love-poem, one of the most exquisite lyries of antiquity,
was called the ** Song of Solomon.’”  Later legend was
busy with his name. He became the great magician,
invested with power over demons, and knowing all the
secrets of the spirit world. We have only to do with the
sober narrative of the wise king, his power, and his splen-
dor, and the sad fall in which we may hope he learned
that the fear of Jehovah is the only object of human en-
deavor that is not ** vanity and a striving after wind.”
VER. 8. Loved Jehovah. For ** Jehovah loved him.”
2 8am. 12. 24, 8g7.  Walked, ete. Comp. chap. 2. 3. The
example of David becomes the model for the good Kings,
just as that of Jeroboam for the bad ones. Only. The
“high places,” that is, altars to Jehovah upon emi-
nences, were in common use until the Deuteronomic Law
came into the general possession of the people. Then it
was realized that the law bad only sanctioned such
worship while no fixed sanctuary was possible.  Exod.
20.24; Deut. 12. 13, 8qq. Sacrificed. The tense indicates
the continuance of a previously existing custom. VER. 4.
See the chronicler's fuller account of the great assem-
bly at Gibeon. For the history of this ancient city see
Josh. 9. 18, 21, 8qq., and (as the abode of the tabernacle)
the introductory notes for October 13. Great. Doubt-

less because of the tabernacle. A thousand. 1Inthe |

name of the great assembly. It is the last recorded sac-
rifice at Gibeon. Its scale was quite in accordance with

's love of ; the great prophet
gamuel was content with a single vietim. VER. b.
Note the concurrence of the two divine names: ** Jeho-
vah " appears, **God " speaks. Generally one or the
other, the personal name or the universal, appears
throughout a narrative alone, except when stress is to
be laid upon the ing.—Dream. T Seript-
ure so constant a medium of revelation. Comp. especi-
ally 1 8am. 28, 6,15, VER. 6. Kept. That is, prolonged
even after his death, VER.7. Little child. Clearly fig-
urative, for Solomon can hardly have been much less
than twenty. According to chap. 11. 42, and 14 21, Re-
hoboam was born before Solomon's accession, but his
forty-one years are very hard to understand. o out.
Engage in the duties of life. Comp. Deut. 31. 2; Num.
27.17; Psa. 121. 8, ete.  VER. 8. Great. Comp. Gen. 13,

comparison with the sand. VER. Y. Solomcn showed his
| wisdom by asking for it The Hebrew concep=
tion of ** wisdom,” in which compreliensive  word
the chronicler sums up the prayer, was a very
practicul one. Unlike the Greeks, whose word sophia
meant intellectual acuteness, and often thus degener-
ates into mere cleverness, the Hobrews always made
wisdom as much a funetion of hoart us of head. It was
the endowment which brought men safely through the
problems of every-day life. Hence, for the religious
man, **the fear of Jehovah® was **the beginning of
wisdom,” und the **fool’ was he who presumed to rely
on human weakness. Hearing (margin) must mean
| ready to hear the inward voice of God. Judge. Of
course 1mplying every function of government, Great
(margin), Describing the rule of sucha people asaheavy
burden. VERr. 10. The Lord (not * Jehovah V). Sug-
| gesting the thought that he to whom the earthly mon-
| areh called was ** King of kings and Lord of lords."
VER. 11. Hear. The margin must be kept as before,
because it shows that the * judgment ™' was not of his.
own **discerning,” but directly received from God.
\ VER. 12. There hath been none. Enlarged upon chap. 4.
| 20-84. VER. 13. Riches and honor. Two gifts are thus
| given unconditionally, as a help to win the third by fol-
lowing Jehovah's will. Hath not been (margin). The
only possible translation of the text, which the LXX.
does not encourage us to alter. In that case *all thy
| days " must be closely joined to the preceding words,
* None hath had such prosperity as thou shalt have all
thy days.” VER. 14, As thy father. Of course the com-~
mendation does not belong to his whole life, but to its
general purpose and effort. Lengthen thy days. The
crown of earthly blessings toa Hebrew, whose ideas of
future bliss were so vague. Solomon, alas! failed of
this, dying probably before he was sixty. VER. 15, A
dream. Comp. Gen. 41. 7. The parallel shows that there
was no suggestion of unreality, for both Pharaoh and
Solomon acted on the dream at once. The phrase de-
seribes the transition from the ideal world in which
the sleeper moved to the prosaic realities of waking life.
But though the vision faded, the reality remained. Ark.
In the new tent of David on Zion. Ofered up. The sac-
rifices and the feast were signs of rejoicing at the good-
| ness of Jehovah revealed in the dream. Peace-offer-
ings. A eucharistic sacritlce, while the ** burnt-offering
| signified consecration. See the lessons of July 1 and
August 5, 1888,

The Liesson Council.
| Question 8, What were the excellences and what
| the defects of Solomon’s wisdom ?

The excellencies of ‘s wisdom, as d in
Proverbs, are great, The purpose of the author, as
| stated in the outset, is to ** give a young man knowledge

and discretion,” Any man who will guide his life by
| those most excellent counsels of Solomon will certainly
| besaved from going far astray. The great defect of
| Solomon’s wisdom is that he failed to practice what he
| preached. In his youth he loved and feared God ; in
| his mature age he turned aside from the paths of right-
| eousness and became a besotted voluptuary and an
| fdolatrous apostate. He was wise in his guidance of
i others, but failed to exemplify his own teachings.—
l

Rev. 0. J. Cowles, D.D.

Excellences. 1. Its practical nature. The utterances
| of Solomon as well as his administration of justice are
| peculiarly free from mere speculationand theory, 2. His
‘5 minute analysis of human nature, in its passions, virtues,
| and ristic Defects..

18+ 29 17 One Greek text adds here the ¢ ristic
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1. The merely prudential nature of much of his wis-
dom, tencing rather to secular success than to religious
excellence. 2. The absence of alife harmonious with
his precey He said, ** Be wise,” but was himself
foolish.—Rev. M. D. Church.

Knowledge is not wisdom, but a proper adaptation of
means to ends is: 1. Solomon was a great merchant
prince and he sought large wealth, ‘The means he em-
ploved were suceessful, 2. It was excellent wisdom to
apply himself o diligently to the acquisition of knowl-
edge as revealed in both men and things. 3. He quali-
fied himself for, and discharged wisely, the functions of
& judge among his people. 4. In building the temple he
created & bond tending to the unity of the nation und
its preservation. 5. In living in peace, for a long reign,
with adjoining kingdoms much political sagacity comes
to light. The defects in his w isdom are quite obvious ;
in constituting an immense harem, laying great bur-
dens on the people for its maintenance ; in contracting
marriage relations with idolaters, and then allowing
the practice of idolatry ; in forsaking, in large measure,
the religion of Israel ; in carrying on a civil administra-
tion so prodigiously expensive that it could not be con-
tinued after its glamor had departed. Serious defects
in & ruler must be admitted when, upon his death, a
large portion of a nation rebels because of the hard-
ships imposed and a refusal to remove them.— Rev. A.
Wheeler, D.D.

Lesson Word-Pictures.

NIGHT-TIME at Gibeon.

How hushed it is about the king's resting-place! The
only noise is that of the steady tread of the king's sen-
¢ries watching and guarding during the night. Over-
aead the stars are out in their ceaseless march around
the great king's pavilion. How hushed it is amid those
vast, golden spaces !

As Solomon sleeps, a voice breaks the stillness. What
a solemn, impressive summons to the young king! Je-
hovah speaking! Jehovah saying, ** Ask what I shall
give thee !

1t is God making for Solomon the grand opportunity
of his life-time. Opportunity more than merit may make
people. Let the king seize his opportunity !

What shall be the petition?

Bewildering pictures of blessing may pass before his
mind,

Length uf days, time to enjoy earth’s cup of blessing
to its bottom, to see a great nation growing in power, to
witness the fruits of a long and happy reign--what a
boon! Power, marshaled in armies, paraded in fleets,
reflected in the submission of the nations crouching be-
fore Solomon’s throne—how much to e craved ! Riches,
stores of silver like the banks of snow on Lebanon, gold,
flery as the sunshine, horses of swiftness, chariots of
strength, flelds of emerald, granaries bursting with
wheat—how much to be coveted !

All these displays may stretch before the monarch’s
ayes and bewilder his judgment.

He sees something else influencing him more power-
fully. 0O, the faces that he sees about him ; a great na-
tion gathered around his throne, and all locking to him
for relief and guidance ! He must be not only king over
all, but arbiter between man and man.

He sees men unjust. How bard it may be to detect
the wrong and punish it! He sees m#n dishonest. Who
shall put their guilt into scales, weigh it, and then weigh
back proper penalty ? He sees men wandering from the
ways of reverence, forsaking God's law, and how shall
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‘ym' bring them back? He may be hasty. How can the
| king be patient?

Before this great multitude of wants filling up his
night-vision, he is so perplexed and feels so dwarfed,
contracted, small, just a little child that knows not
[ “how to go out or come in!" If God would ouly let
‘(ln\\'n his firm, wise, guiding hand, and lead this little
child! If he would lead Solomon forward to be just and
true when the ruler shall go among the ruled !

And lo. n voice again !

God stoops, and in his greatness and gentleness lays
ld of that lifred hand.

| And look, Solomon, at that parade of power! God
;ul\n-.\ this. See that accumulation of riches ! God gives
this. Recall that picture of lengthened days! Make
them days of God, and they shall be thine.

The voice has died away. Solomon awakes,
heart beats! How his brain tingles !
elbow. He looks around. He listens. What has he
seen? What has he heard? All an empty dream? It
cannot be a reality, and yet—why not? How sirange,
and yet how comforting !

He accepts it. God has told him how blessed he will
be, and now he must tell God how thankful he is! He
goes to Jerusalem. He stands before the solemn ark of
the covenant. He makes joyful offering to God. He
turns away and spreads a table of feasting for his happy
servants,

| b

How his
He rises on his

cHOOSE

WISDOM

| DIRECTIONS FOR COLORS. Draw the heart in outline
with light red or erimson ; the word ** wisdom ™ in yel-
low. Draw the bags of money with white, and repre-
| sent loose money between them with yellow. The
words may be made with purple or blue or green.
Colors on the blackboard in lettering are generally se-
lected for the purpose of making certain words more
striking than others. At other times it may be best to
have them all one color, so that one seeing them will
have the whole sentence involuntarily impressed on the
mind. In thiscase the whole thought of the lesson is,
** Choose wisdom above riches.”

Primary and Intermediate.
LESSON THOUGHT. A right choice,
Introduetory. Print **Solomon * on the board.

what children know about King David's sons. Have a
little talk about them. Tell that he had one good son—
Solomon. This wasthe one who was to build the Lord's
house. Before David died he agked the high-priest to
| anoint Solomon King. Now David was dead, and Solo~

Ask
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mon had the kingdom of Israel to rule, Tell that hedid
not feel proud, but very humble and ignorant, He did
not know how to rule a great nation. What ought we
todo when God gives us work for him? Ask him how
to do it.

The Great Mecting. Tell about the great meeting
Solomon called after he became king, at Gibeon. It
was for the worship of God. At night, in a dream, the
Lord spoke to Solomon, telling him to ask any thing he
wanted from him. God was pleased to see Solomon not
only calling the people to worship him, but humbly
Joining in prayers and praises and sacrifices,  Solomon
was a rich and powerful king, but he began by showing
his people how to worship God. A good king will lead
his people in doing the right thing.

The Right Choice, Solomon
CHOOSE knew that he could have what
he asked of the Lord. Tell
story of a little boy who had
been ill & long time. He had
Joving friends who did all they
could for him. He had heard
about & beautiful exeursion,
and thought how lovely & time
he would have if he could take
the trip. One day his kind father offered to give him
any thing he asked, He thought a little, and then asked
that some children he knew, who bad very few good
times, might goon this excursion! His father gave him
what he asked, and was so pleased with his unselfishness
that he gave him sometuing very nice for himself also.
Solomon chose for his people. He wanted to rule them
well, and so he asked God to give him wisdom, so that
he would know what was right.

God the Great Giver. God is the source of all wis-
dom. Make a fountain. Print in the falling drops,
“ wisdom," ** Love," ** Gooduess,” ete. Teach that any
child who wants any of these can bave them only by
coming to God. He has plenty. The great Fountain
will never cease to flow. Teach that if we ask his gifts,
80 that we may help others, God will be pleased. Tell
how different is God's wisdom from that of this world,
and why it is worth more than all earthly riches.

Berean Methods.
The Teachers’ Meeting,

Bring this lesson into immediate contrast with the
last. There the old king idealizes the perfect ruler, but
confesses his own failure to realize his highideal. Here
the young king sets aside tawdrier ambitions and asks
for an understanding heart. ...Some serious difficulties
that beset the earlier weeks of the young king's reign.
....Dreams : They are the creation of a wakeful faney
which often capers frantically when observation and
reason have been overcome by sleep,  God oeccaslonaiiy
made miraculous use of them, just as he oceasinnally
did of thunder-storms, oil-jars, and baskets of loavesand
fishes. It 18 the height of superstitious folly to inter-
pret ordinary dreams, but this dream was a vision of
God....What aman’s fancy is most engaged in by day
he is likely to dream of by night, and the best recipe for
horrible dreams is to be found in Phil. 4, 8....God's
fler (ver. 5) and Solomon's choice (ver. 9). Consider
how far there were exceptional, and how far this lesson
is typieal of the moral choice made sovner or later by
every human soul... Wisdom. Precisely what was it
that Solomon here asks for? Ver. § indicates that it was
largely power of discernment, what might be called prac-
tical wisdom— discretion, acurateness, and rapidity in de- |
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| elsion which the young monarch coveted, A careful

reading of the Proverbs, which were collected in the
noblest part of Solomon's reign, will make plain that,
like his father David, Solomon believed that the best
human discretion waits the most closely on God’s provi-
dential direction ; that true wisdom and true piety are
one. )

References, FoSTER'S CYCLOPEDIA, Ver, §: Poet-
ical, 2543, 2660, Prose, 8148, Ver.9: Prose, 10130, 10135,
1012°,  Ver. 11: Prose, 3480, 3493, Ver. 12: Poetical,
2200; Prose, 8499, 8500, 6046, 6049, 6UG4, 12237, 12239,
12240, Ver. 18: Prose, 3040,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Choice of a Life-time,
I. Ax Orrerep Cuoick,
God said, Ask, v. b,
**Ye shall ask what ye will.” John15. 7.
* What would ye that I should do?** Mark 10. 36,
1. A Kine's Cuoick.
Hast made thy servant king. v. 7.
* Washed us....made us kings.” Rev. 1. 5, 6.
** A chosen generation,a royal priesthood." 1 Pet..
2.9,
111, A Youvrnren Cuoick,
I am but a little child. v. 7.
* Yet young and tender.” 1 Chron. 29. 1.
* Who is suffictent ?** 2 Cor. 2. 16,
1V. A Wise Cnoice.
An understanding heart. v. 9.
*Happy....that findeth wisdom." Prov. 3, 13.
**Lack wisdom....ask of God." James 1. 5.
V. AN AccePTABLE CHOICE,
1 he speech pleased the Lord. v. 10,
* Not as pleasing men, but....God." 1 Thess, 2. 4.
* Working in you....well-pleasing.” Heb, 13. 22,
VI. A RewArpep Cuoice.
Given thee that. ...not asked. v. 13,
** All these things. ...added." Matt, 6, 83,
*Trust in the Lotd. ... shalt be fed.” Psa. 37, 8,

THOUGH'TS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Prayiug for the Best Gifts,

1. Blessings which God docs not rate high are given
conditionally. Riches and health, beauty and long life,
are not promised to all comers. ** All real good will
God bestow,” but what we think most desirable may be
bad for us. ** E'en crosses from his sovereign hand are
blessings in disguise,”” 8o that prayers for temporal
blessings must always include the proviso, * If it be thy
wilL”

2. Great blessings God grants unconditionally.
pardon of sin, perfection in holiness, divine wisdom,
daily providence—such priceless endowments may be
had for the asking.

8. The greatest promises include all the others.
Solomon found it 0.  God having given his Son to die
for us, ** how shall he not with him also freely give us
all things 7 ’

4. Many men miss the highest good by praying only
for the lower blessings. ** Ye ask and receive not be-
cause ye ask amiss."

HOME READINGS.

M. Solomon's wise choice, 1 Kings 3. 3-9.
7. Solomen's wise choiee. 1 Kings 3. 10-15.
W, True wisdom. Job 28, 20-28,
7h, Hold fast. Prov. 4. 1-13.

" v&)lrmml wisdom. 1 Cor. 2. 1-10,

. Wisdom from God. James 1. 1-7.
8. One thing needful. Luke 10, 38-42,

N
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GULDEN TEXT.
Wisdom is betier than rubies. Prov. 8, 11
TIME.—1014 B. C.
PLACE.—Gibeon,

DOCTRINAL BUGGESTION,—True Wisdom.

LESSON HMYMNS,
No. 218, Dominfon Hymnal,

Oh happy is the child who hears
Iustruction’s warning vuice,

No. 157, Dominion Hymnal.

Father of mercies, in thy word
W hat endless glory shincs !

No. 114, Dominion Hywnal.

Holy Spirit, faithful Guide,
Ever near the Christian’s side

Lord, we come before thee now.
Come, Holy Ghost, in love,
Grace! 'tls a charming sound.
Hasten, sinner, to be wise !

O for a heart.

Saviour, like a shepherd lead us.
Father, lead me day by day.

0O my Saviour, hear me.

Lord, I care not for riches,
Come, ye that love the Lord.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. Solomon’s Request,
To whose reign have we now come ?
Who was Solomon ?
How came he to be king instead of David's oldest
son?
y In what respect did his religious character differ from
his father's ? ver. 3.
What occurred to him at Gibeon ?
What did our last lesson say should be the character
of aking? 2Sam. 23.3.
What is thecharacter that Solomon as king says he

desires
On what did Solomon base his plea ?
For what particular reason did he desire wisdom?
2. God's Answer,
‘Was the nature of Solomon changed by this occur-

rence ?

Was it a real occurrence ? ver. 15,

What other instances can you find of God's revelation
through dreams? Find five: two in Genesis, one in
Judges, two in Matthew.

How much did God promise in the answer ?

‘What should have been the effect in Solomon’s life ?

Solomon died aged about sixty, What commentary
does the fact furnish on ver. 14?

What truth did Solomon experience as the result of
his dream ? Jas. L. 5.

What has been the common experience of men who
have songht after God? Jer, 29, 12, 13,

What word of the Lord Jesus is like it ? John 16, 24,

Practical Teachings,

God says, ** Ask of me and I will give,"

The world says, ** Prayer is only idle words."

(.«! says, ** Keep my statutes, I will lengthen thy
days.”

he world says, ** Do what you will, you cannot die
till your time comes.”

Solomon began well: he was humble, devout, sincere.

Let us learn the value of right beginnings.

He showed his one weakness at the beginning—the
Jove of display. ver. 4. Itwas the leak in the dyke.

Let us learn the lesson of self-examination; for* who
can understand his errors ? "

Let us pray, ** Cleanse thou me from secret faults.”

Hints for Home Study.

1. Study carefully the close of David’s life.

2. Study as carefully the beginning of Solomon's reign.

3. study chapter 4 to see a proof of his wisdom in
ruling.

4, Be careful to ynderstand that this wisdom asked
| and promised was only in one direction, namely, that of
| government.
| 5. Find Solomon’s age at accessfon, and such evl-
| dences as you are able concerning the number of in-
( habitants of his kingdom.

| QUESTIONS FOR INVERMEDIATE SCHOLARS
| L. Solomon's Request, vs. 5-9,
| "0f whom did Solomon make a request ?
| Where and how did Solomon see the Lord?
| What did the Lord say to him?
| 1)lnl ‘wlmt two respects had the Lord shown merey to-
avid?
| What did Solomon say of himself as king?
What about the people whoin he ruled ?
What was his request for himself ?
What says the Golden Text about Solomon's re--
quest?
| 2. God's Answer, vs, 1015,
| What did the Lord thiuk of this request ?
| Why was the request granted ?
| What eminence would God's gift confer on him ?
What was given which was not sought?
What promise of Jesus is thus illustrated ? Matt, 6, 33,
Among whom would Solomon be without a rival?
| Upon what conditions was he promised a long life?
| Where did Solomon go after he awoke ?
Where did he offer worship ?
What thank-offering did he make ?
5 \\‘l;m5 promise of wisdom does God make to us?
as. 1. 5.

Teachinzws of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. An example of true humility ?
2. An example of true wisdom?
3. An example of true piety ?
Home Work for Young Berenns,

Find in the New Testi...ent an account of a man who:
three times in a dream received a message from God.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
Which one of David's sons was a good man? Solo-
mon.
Lw't.)o had chosen him to be king after David? The’
ord,
When was he anointed asking ? Before David died.
Where did Solomon go at oue time, to offer sacrifices?
To Gibeon,
Who spoke to him there in a dream ? The Lord.
What did he say? ** Ask what I shall give (hee,”
‘What did Solomon ask ? A wise heart,
Why did he need wisdom? F'o ju the people,
What did this request show ? A elflsh h
What pleased the Lord? Solom unselfish
What did he give Solomon? A w heart,
What more did he give him? Riches and honor,
rwm did he promise if he would obey him? Long

e,
| Where did Solomon go after this? To Jerusalem,
‘ What did he offer to the Lord there? Sacriflees,

| What will God give to those who azk him? True:
| wisdom,

Words with Little People,

A Selfish Heart. An Unselfish Heart,
\ Riches, | Wisdom,
Seeks- Honor, feeks+ Truth,
{ Pleasure. { Love,
All for Self. All for God.
*To him that hath shall be given.”

THE LESSON CATECK
[ For the entire school.]
1. Under what circumstances did Solomon have his.

m\‘elauou from God? While worshiping God at
on.

2. How did God make his revelation? In a dream
by night.

M.

3. What was his command to S8olomon? *‘* Ask what'
1 shall give thee,”

4. What was hisrequest of God? To have anunder-
standing heart.

5. What was the effect of his request? The speech
pleased the Lord.

6, What testimony did Solomon give concerning wis-
dnm in after years? * Wisdom is better than
rubles,
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CATECHISM QUESTIONS, \

53. In what else is your soul different from your bady?|
My soul 's that within me which thinks and knuws,l

desives and wills, rejoices and is soiry, which my body |

t

P

4. The Sunday-school is not a pluce of social en-
ortainment. It is a very pleasant place.  There

should be kindly greetings, friendly hand-shakings,

mnd cheery words. [t must, however, never be

N 00, forgotten that it is u pluce for carnest and most im-

54. 18 not your soul then of great value?
Yes; because it is myself.

w i 0 ) 2 R . N .
hat is & man profited, if he gain ti.c whole world, and up with idle chit-el
| gossip, coming cntert inments, ete. Five minutes
| of such talk will scatter to the winds every impres-

Jose or forfeit his own self?—Luke ix. 25.
LESSONS FOR DECEMBER, 1849,

The Temple Dedicated. 1 Kings 8. 54-63. ‘
solomon and the Queen of Sheba. 1 Kiogs

golomon’s Fall, 1 Kings 1L 4-13.
Close of Solomon’s Reign. 1 Kings 11. 26-43.
Fourth Quarterly Review.

—— e ——
What the Sunday=School 1s Not.
BY,REV. JESSE 8. GILBERT, AM.

Tue old-time writers had a way of treating o
suhjeet, first, negatively, und then positively. They
would first tell what a thing was not, and after-
ward what it was, It may not be awiss to look ut
the Sunday-school from this first stand-point, and
ses what it is not.

1. Itis not a substitute for family religion. It can-
not take the place of the fumily altar, parental ex
ample, and home instruction. Of course, there are
many children whose parents are not Christiuns,
and who reccive whatever ot religious precept they
enjoy through the Sunday-school; but this is no
excuse for Christian parents, 1f Chiristian fathers
and mothers neglect the home instruction of their
children because they go to the Sunday-school,
they make that institution an injury instead of &

blessing. An hour of religious teaching cannot
counteract an entire week of worldliness and irre-

ligion.

9. The Sunday-school is not a substitute for the
ohureh, Tt isa part of the chureh, but only a part.
Membership in the Sunday -school cannot take the
place of & publie profession of faith in Christ by
uniting with the chureh, Attendance upon Sun-
day-sehool should never be wllowed to tuke the
place of attenlance upon church. We want the
children to attend the publie preaching of the word,
and to sit in the pew with father und mother. In
this way the good hubit of attendanee upon public
worship is early formed.

3. The Sunday-school is not a place for instrue-
tion in eccular knowledge. At the first this was
gried, but xoon gave way to the proper aim of the
Sunday-school, The time allowed us in our work
is so xhort that very little could be accomplished

in seeu'nr teaching any w There is a certain
amount of geography, history, cte, that must be

portant labor. There should never be an interim
between the lesson and the elosing i

‘ es filled
at about the fashions, Joeal

sion made by the teaching of the lesson,

Thus have we scen some things that the Sunday-
«chool is not. What the Sunduy-school is or
should be hardly necds to be expluined to the
veaders of the JOURNAL, :

—_————

Beirut and the Bible.

Beirur,in Syria, is called the ** crown jewel of mod-
crnmissions.” It was taken from the bed of Moslem
degradation, cut and sct by the deliberate planning of
« handful of American Christians. As late us 1826
Beirut was a straggling, deeaying Mohummedan
town, without so much as a carriage-way through
it, u wheeled vehicle, or u pane of window-gluss in
it. The missionaries who came to it were perse-
cuted by the nuthorities and mobbed by the popu-
juce. Some wer: driven to the Lebanons ; others
fled to Malta, They matured their plans, chimer-
ical to all but the eye of fuith. They projected
Christian empire tor Syria, not the guthering of a
fow converts. Schools, colleges, printing-houses,
churches, Western culture in science, art, and re-
ligion, were all included in their plan,  They re-
turned to Beirut, bringing & hand-press and a font
of Arabie type. Night ufter night a light gleamed
from a little tower above the mission building—a
prophetic light seen out on the Mediterrancan—
where Eli Smith, and after he was gone the still
living Dr. Van Dyck, labored in translating the
Bible into Arabie. When, in 1865, Dr. Vun Dyck
flung down the stairway the last shect of ** copy "’ to
the compositor, it marked an cra of importance to
Syriaund Asia Minor, to Egypt and Turkey,and all
the Arabie speaking peoples, greator than any acces-
sion or deposition of Sultans und Khedives, Therc is
nothing more cloguent than the face of the vener-
able translator, in which can be read the making of
the grandest history of the Orient. The dream of
the exiles has been accompli<hed. Beirut is to-day
a Christian eity, with more influence upon the ad-
jucent lands than had the Berytus of old on whose
ruing it has risen. Stutely churehies, hospituls, a
female scminary, a college Wwhose graduates are
scattered over Syrin, Egypt, and wherever the Arab
roams 3 a theologzical seminary, a common-school

cmployed in order to properly teach God's word ; | system, and three steam-presses, throwing oft

but even this should not be allowed to press upon
the more distinetively spiritunl and religious work.
Thiere isuway in which the time may be pleasantly

oceupied in bringing out the history, chronology,
and geography of the lesson, and yet not a single re-
ligious impression mude, Such teaching may be
popular for u while, but fails at the most vital point, view,

nearly a half million pages of reading matter a day §
u Bible house, whose produets are found in Ind.a,
China, Ethiopia, and at the sources of the Nileg
these are the facets of that *crown jewel”” wehich
the missionarics have cut with their sanctifiel en-
terprise.—Rev. Dr. Ludlow, in The Homiletic Re-
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Horstords

ACID PHOSFHATE.

Prepared according to the directions of Prof. E. N. Hors¥ror.
ESPECIALLY RECOMMENDED FOR

Dyspepsia, Nervousness, Exhaustion, Headache,
Tired Brain,
And all Diseases arising from Indigestion and Nerve Exhaustion.

This is not a ded *‘patent medicine,” but a preparation of the phosphat and
phoufhoric acid in the form required by the system.
t aids digestion without injury, and is a beneficial food and tonic for the brain and nerves.
It makes & delicious drink with water and sugar only, and agrees with such stimulants as
are necessary to take,
Descriptive pamphlet free.

Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R.l.
BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS.

£ Be sure the word *Horsford's” is printed on the label. All others are spurious,
Never sold in bulk. 8-12¢

A BUNDLE OF LETTERS
TO BUSY GIRLS ON PRACTICAL MATTERS.

Written to those girls who have not time or inclination to think and study about the many
important things which make up life and living.

BY GRACE H. DODGE.
12mo, Cloth. Price 60 Cents.

This is a book of practical sense that should be in the hands of every girl. As is well
known, Miss Dodge is a member of the New York Board of Education, and no one knows better
than she does just what girls need to know and how to tell it to them.

« Josiah Allen’s Wife " says of this book : ** It is one of the best aud most helpful books for
girls I ever read. It is written with charming directness and simplicicy.”

The N.Y. Herald says: * The letters are written in the frank, familiar style which makes
all Miss Dodge's talks so delightful. There is no conventionality, no formality about them,
but every word is as though spoken from heart to heart.”

The Congregationalist says: *‘ They are plain-spoken, sensible, earnestly Christian, and in
every way thoroughly valuable.”

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 29 to 83 Richmond Street West, Toronto.

C. W. COATES, MONTREAL, QUE. 8. F. HUESTIS, Hauirax, N.S.

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you will oblige the
', G8 well s the advertiser, You saw ad Baxyno

by stating that you the advertigement in THE BUNDAY BCHOOL
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THE OXFORD BIBLE FOR TEACHERS

Is now issued in Twelve Sizes, with the Text arranged in each so as to
: correspond page for page with all the others.

It contains Helps to the Study of the Bible, which have been carefully revised from time
to time by Dr. Stuess, Bishop of Chester, ARCHDEACON PaLmegr, Dr. Axcus, and other
eminent nu]);olm's. The scientific information was prepared under the supervision of PROFESSORS
RoLLestoN, WEsTwWooD, Lawson and EAKLE, names of the highest authority in their several
departments,

Seven Sizes are printed on best Rag-made Printing paper, and vary in price from
81.00 to §15.00.

Five Sizes are printed on thin opaque Inpia PAPER, and are EXTREMELY LIGHT AND THIN,
They vary in weight from 12} ounces to 22 ounces, and in price from $2.50 to $16.00, and do
not exceed an inch in thickness,

Four Sizes are also issued interleaved throughout with writing paper for MS. notes,

A handsome Quarto Edition, in Pica type, has been prepared for family use, and is issued
in various bindings, from $5.25 upwards,

The Helps to the Study of the Bible are published separately, in small t ype, at 30 cents,
and in large type, at $1.00.

The ""METHODIST RE. ORDER ":—* This invaluable | The Rev. Robert N.

Young, D.D., of Headingley

and incomparable book is the most, wonderful digest, College, Leeds :—‘‘ As a manual of Biblical infor-
th in pactness and c 1 of Biblical mation and an auxiliary of Biblical study, it is un-
information, ¢compiled by the best scholarship of the | rivalled. It is as exhaustive as it is concise, no

age, that has been offered to the general r-ader,” irrelevant matter has been introduced, and nothing
The “WESLEYAN METHODIST MAGAZINE'™:— | essential to biblical study seems to have been
* To Ministers, Local Preachers, and Teachers, it is omitted, and in no instance, so far as 1 can judge, has
simply invaluable. ~ Nothing is wanting to the com- thoroughness or accuracy been sacrificed to the
pleteness of the volume,” | necessities of condensation.,
The ** TIMES "': - ““The whole has been done withadmir- | The Rev. F. Greeves, D.D.,
able completeness.” College :-- ** As perfect and complete a series of
The “ DAILY NEWS ":—“ For completeness and porta- Helps to the Study of the Bible as could well be
bility it could not possibly be surpassed. 1t furnishes | con eived or executed.
the student with all that is needful for a scholarly The Late Rev. Gervase 8mith, D.D.:—*1t would be
mastery of the Text,” | hnposmll;:e 10 suggest a more beautiful, uaemla or
‘‘CHRISTIAN WORLD " 11 | seasonable gift for any who are engaged in Sunday-
Thommce yev,spubiiuhud." L The most complete | school work, or other students of Holy Writ.”
The “ PALL MALL GAZETTE "—* Every Bible student | The Rev. James Comper Gray:—«

Southlands Training

After a most
knows it to be the best collection of Biblical infor- patien ion 1 am astonished at the i
mation ever brought together in so small a compass.” '““';“!‘n' ‘3' “;“{:”: “t'::) ﬂ:ehll(ll‘yddigukdl ":;"’ew
The Rev. G. Osborn, D.D. :—* A hook which comes as 0 the Teacherynat, t0g, of a kind precisely adap
near perfection as cin reasonably be expected ; has g
surpassed all competitors,” The Re\k ‘ll;l.m" H. Rig iIl)l.Dl.:—"l lmval loum;l it re-
i - . markably concise and full ; it seems to form, in fact,
The ";GIV" g'uo:’;l':'_‘ g Tihg highest "“Shie" of "".",',’c“l & coMPLETE library of Bible lore in -itself. The
- ln' e IH rh : : uxc’:u eh. not'.an:am ulu:me J g Nntural“!lnnrory, 0 alorou rh nnltli in such um}x'nllbtzl:-
e Rev. Hug! rice Hughes, A= ave use as8, will very grea assist all who use the ok,
this book for years, :md'cnn only join in the universal End 'the hiutori(’!‘nl no{ices deserve very high praise.
:Ir.no'rlul o!lgl st:.]ldunh of gl«-ripiture ln| describing its 1 congratulate you heartily on having provided a
kh merits, and commending it to all,” | i

book which promises to be of so much value."

THE SALE ALREADY EXCEEDS 1,000,000 COPIES,

London : HENRY FROWDE, Oxford University Press Warehouse,
10-4t and at Toronto : WILLIAM BRIGGS, 29to 33 Richmond Street West.




[
ADVERTISEMENTS.

PROMINENT DOCTRINES

AND PECULIAR USAGES

THE METHODIST CHURCH,

STATED WITH SCRIPTURE PROOFS.
Compiled by

REV. JOEN A. WILLIAMS, D.D.

A Frrrees-Pace Tracr, WIRE STITCHED. Price 50. EAcH, 400, PER DOR.,
$3.00 rEr 100.

&7 We supply the above in quantities, at the reduced rates quoted,
in order that they may be purchased for distribution.

Dr. WITHROW says :—*It sets forth tersel and clearly those things
which are most surely believed among us’—such as the great cardinal doctrines
of Universal Redemption, Repengance, Justification by Faith, Regeneration,
the Witness of the Spirit, the Possibility of Falling From Grace, Entire Sancti-
fication, and the Christian Sacraments. These great truths are sustained by
ample citations of Holy Scripture. Every minister ehould keep on hand &
number of this little book to give to young converts for their instruction and
establishment in the doctrines of Methodism. Dr. Williams has done valuable
service to the Church by its compilation.

e g M S e o S, O o,

=} CHEAP EDITION i=

OF
MATTHEW HENRY'S COMMENTARY,
ON THE HOLY BIBLE.

A New and Illustrated Edition,

WITH AN INTRODUCTORY ESSAY

BY REV. JOHN STOUGHTON.

=T =S
e e e

SIX LARGE 410 VOLUMES. PRICE - - $12.

USCAL DISCOUNT TO MINISTERS.

A POINTER.

This is the latest and best edition, and better in every way than th
nine-volume editions offered by other houses.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher,
29 to 33 RicumoND STREET WEST, TORONTO.

Or, C. W, COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. : S. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.S.
" §

e three or

Address—
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS

REQUIRING NEW BOOKS

WILL DO WELL TO WRITE US FOR CATALOGUES AND TERMS.
OUR STOCEK IS8

LARGE, VARIED AND CHEAP.

NEW BOOKS ARRIVING WEEKLY.

TRIUMPHANT SONGS
No. 2.

BY E. O. EXCELL.

The immense success which “ TRiumpHANT SoNGs” has achieved has encouraged the
publisher to bring out No, 3, which contains some of the choicest pieces ever published.

35 Cents Each, Post Paid; $3.60 Per Dozen, Not Prepaid.
&2 When ordering, be sure and specify “No, 2.”

A NEW DIALOGUE BOOK..

G OOD TIMES

A BOOK OF DIALOGUES FOR SCHOOL ENTERTAINMENTS.

12mo, Paper, 104 Pages = = = = Price 25 Cents, Post Paid.

SEND 25 CENTS
And we will send, post paid, a copy of the NEW SONG,

“CALL YE FOR MEN.

Worns By L. A. MORRISON ; Music sy CLARENCE LUCAS.
Finely Tinted Lithograph Cover.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 20 to 33 Richmond Strest West, Toronto,

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. . 8. F. HUESTIS, Hauirax, N.8.
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A HANDY VOLUMHE.

t—

A COMPLETE DICTIONARY OF

SYNONYMS AND ANTONYMS,

Or Synonyms and Words of Opposite Meaning.

With an Appendix, embracing a Dictionary of Briticisms, Americanisms, Colloguial Phrases,
etc., in current use, a Collection of Foreign Phrases and a Complete List of Abbrevia-
tions and Contractions used in Writing and Printing.

By the Right Rev. SAMUEL FALLOWS, AM, D.D,
Author of *“Supplemental Dictionary,” etc., ete.

12mo, Cloth, 512 Pages. - - -~ Price $1.00,

This work is destined to aid students, clergymen, literary men, public speakers and
others in finding the best word to express the thought they wish to convey.

The Antonyms will be of great assistance in furnishing words of opposit ing
a8 the synonyms in supplying synonymous words.

CHEAP EDITION OF

OF THE

SMITH’S

MICTIONARY BIBLE.

With ngmerous maps and illustrations. 8vo, cloth, 776 pp., only $1.50.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 20 to 33 Richmond Street West, Toronto.

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. 8. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.S.
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O CEHEURCHES.
UNFERMENTED
JUICE CF THE GRAPE

FOR SACRAMENTAL PURPOSES.

This article is the pure UNFERMENTED GRAPE JUICE, declared by H. SucpEN Evaxs,
F.C.S., F.R.M.8., (Chief Analyst of the Dominion), to be perfectly FREE FROM ALCOHOL
in any form. Also highly recommended

FOR MEDICINAL PURPOSES.

This article is used in most of the Methodist churches in Toronto, and also in churches of
other denominations in the city and throughout Ontario and Quebec,

IN SEALED BOTTLES.

PRICES—Pints, 356 Cents; Quarts, 60 Cents.
Boxing 1 or 2 bottles, 10 cents extra ; 3 or more bottles, 20 cents extra.

N.B.—Special quotations for quantities.

FOR USE IN

PUBLIC AND HICH SCHOOLS, CHURCH ANNIVERSARIES, ETC.
By C. GORDON SCOIT.
Manilla covers, 35 cents each, - = . $3.60 per dozen.

COLLECTION PLATES

Made of Black Walnut—linea with Crimson Plush.
SUPERIOR FINISH.

Price, each, - - - - - - 90 cents.

BARGAINS IN S. S. CARDS.
We have made up into assorted packages a large number of 8. 8. Reward Cards, which we are
selling at very low prices. Many of them are very pretty.

26 Cards, Assorted - - - - - 10 Cents.
50 *“ o - - - - - - 16 ¢
o0 £ (better) - - - - 20

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 29 to 33 Bichmnnd Streat West, Toronto.

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. . 8. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.S.
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«RICH AND INDISPENSABLE."—A. T. Pierson, D.D.

REPORT OF THE

CENTENARY CONFERENCE

ON THE

PROTESTANT MISSIONS OF THE WORLD,

HELD IN LONDON, JUNE, 1888,
Edited by the REV. JAS. JOHNSTON, F.8.8,,

Secretary of the Conference.

TWO LARGE 8VO. VOLS. OF 600 PP. EACH.

. [ If to be sent by Post or Express, net $1.75
Price per Set | 1f Delivered, net............... L. 150

AN IMPORTANT FEATURE in this report, lack of which has prejudiced many against
reports in general, is the special care taken bv the editor, who has succeeded in making the
work an interesting and accurate reproduction of the most important accumulation of facts from
the Mission Fields of the world, as given by the representatives of all the Evangelical Societies
of Christendom.

AND ANOTHER: Being published at the above unprecedented price, we feel sure that all
interested in Missions will AT ONCE use their influence to secure its world-wide circulation, as
it well deserves.

STILL ANOTHER: The exceptionally complete and helpful indexing of the entire work
in such a thorough manner as to make it of the greatest value as a Reference Encyclopedia on
mission topics for years to come.

Societies desiring a quantity of sets will be supplied at special terms by addressing the
Publisher.

The Rev. Arthur T. Pierson, D.D., of Philadelphia,

In a note just received, regretting that the volume reached him too late for the Missionary
Review of January, says:
It cannot be commended too highly, I will take twenty-five copies, to give away, myself.
I think no volumes have been published in our day so rich and indispensable to students of
missions,
(Signed) A. T. PiERsoN.

The Rev. Alex. Sutherland, D.D,,
GENERAL MISSIONARY SECRETARY, METHODIST CHURCH,
The publication of the Report of the World’s Missionary Conference, recently held in
London, marks an epoch in the history of Missions. The two volumes comprise the richest

treasury of Missionary literature ever given to the world, and are indispensable to every one
who desires to be well informed on this, the foremost religious question of the day.

ToroNTO, Dec. 20th, 1888, A. SUTHERLAND.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 29 & 83 Richmond Street West, Toronto.

C. W. COATES, Montreal, Que. S. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.
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NEW AND COMPLETE

BIBLE COMMENTARY.

Oritical, Explanatory and Practical.

BY

JAMIESON, FAUSSET AND BROWN.

In Four Large 12mo. Volumes of about 1,000 pages each. With Numerous
Illustrations and Maps.

e of the Older Works. It is Critical, Practical and Explanatory.
It is Compendious and Comprehensive in its character.

It has a Critical Introduction to each Book of Scripture, and is by far the most Practical,
Suggestive, Scientific and Popular Work of the kind in the English lsnguage.
lease notice that this is the only Commentary upon the whole Bible published at a moderate
rice. It is, therefore, within reach of the masses, while no Commentary published is so hi :l.l{
commended or so well adapted for the home, the teacher or the preacher, when & practical,
concise, critical and :J)irituu work is desired.
The work is printed from new electrotype plates, on fine toned paper, made expresaly for this
work, and sold at the following extremely low prices :

In Extra Fine English Cloth, sprinkled edges, the

It is far in advanc

fullset - - » - - $8.00.

In Half Morocco, the full set - - - 10.00.
The unqualified dations of this C: tary, from the highest sources, together with
jon in the religious world

its already extensive and rapidly increasing sale, have given it a position
superior to that of any similar work, and prove conclusively that it will soon be universally
adopted b, Sabbath-school teachers and Bible readers generally, to whom its uses has now

become indispensable.

Special to Ministers and S. S, Teachers,—Ministers and Teachers will please
bear in mind, that when our discount is taken from the above prices, they are lower than when
offered as a premium by any American house in conjunction with any Magazine or Review ; as
those who take advantage of these premium offers are obliged to pay duty, etc., from the States.

THE BOOK IS A MOST ENTERTAINING ONE.—"Globe.”

AUSTRALIA a0 HOMEWARD.

By the Rev. D. V. LUCAS.
A real Live Book, profusely illustrated. 336 pages. Price §1.00.

THE PRESS SAYS OF IT:

“The book is & most agreeable contribution to the literature of travel."—The Empire.
+¢ A very interesting book, which will give Canadians a new idea of the g of the hern Ce e »—Mail.

«The style in which it is done is very graphic and interesting.”—Guardian.
« The work will certainl, make friends wh y it goes. The author writes in a manner to fascinate and amuse,

a8 well as to instruct and surprise.”—Truth.
A very d p ly ill d volume, written in a lively, popular style."—Belleville Intelligencer.

o A pretty, illustrated volume, It gives a great deal of information in regard to the Antipodes.”—Montreal Witness.
«The book deserves, and we hope will have, & large sale,"—Methodist Magazine.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Eﬂ to 33 ii]:ﬁﬁ_wnd Strest West, Toronto.

C. W, COATES, MONTREAL, QuUE. §. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.8.
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

IF THE BABY IS CUTTING TEETH

Be sure and use that old and well-tried remedy,

MRS. WINSLOW'S
SOOTHING SYRUP

FOR CHILDREN TEETHING.

It soothes the child, softens the gums, allays all pain,
cures wind colie, and is the best remedy for diarrhaa.

TWENTY-FIVE CENTS A BOTTLE.

ONCS OF THE MORNING.

For the Sunday-schoo'. By Rev. 1. BALTZELL and

Rev E. 8. Loresz. New, Bright, Popula
number of standurd hymns. Low pr

26e.; by mail, 30c.; £3 per doz. by express; .00 J
»id ; $25 per 100, To superinte its, sample book and
10 copies of sample pages for 25 cents. Address, 103

W. J. SHUEY, Publisher, Dayton, Ohio.

French, German, Spanish,
Italian and Latin,

You can, by ten weeks' study, mastereither of th

nges sufficiently {ureverzdnynml business con
By DR, K. 5. ROSENTLAL'S celebrated MEIS
AFT B8YSTEM. Terms #5.00 for books of each lai =
With privilege of answers to_questions, and cnrrection of 2
exercises, Sample copy, Part 1., 25 conts. Liberal terms ob
to teachers. Latin, Part1., just published, price, 50 cents,

Meisterschaft Publishing Co., Boston, Mass,

ne

SOW HMYMNS, TUNES & CAROLS for
AND the Sunday School, &c. Immense
REAP Swecess

M3.60 ver doz.  $30 per 100,

‘KURZENKNABE & SONS, Harrisburg, Pa. 86

| receipt of 25 cents.

35¢. p st pnid : by express
H

OUR NEW MUSIC BOOK

HAPPY GREETINGS

I8 NOW READY.
This book is purely a Sunday-school book, and is

amply supplied with music for the year round;
something good for every occasion, and enough of it
| to last for several years.

Price 35 Cents Each; $30 Per Hundred.

One Specimen CO‘R" in Paper Cover, mailed on
ddress,

ASA HULL, Publisher,

1560 Nassau Street, New York
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
TORONTO, ONT.
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RUPTURE

Especlally people with large
Scrotal Hernla disappointed by
frauds, try a man of 20 years'
experience. Without my patent
Truss your LIFE ISA BURDEN,
IT 18 INVALUABLE TO YOU.
8end Bc. stamp for lllus. Bngk.
GHAS. CLUTHE Surgical
Machinist. 134 King St. West,
Toronto, Can. Ciub feet mude
patural in five months without

10-1y

e e ——

QUEEN'S

LAUNDRY BAR.

ASE FOR IT, AND TAEE NO OTHIR.
BEWARE OF IMITATICNS,
Made by Tae Ausgrt TOILET Soar Co.

i o
Srade Maik.

NORMAN’S
ELECTRC-CURATIVE BELTS

Stand at the head «f all curative appliances ; there
are many imitations, but none ate qual to them
in excelience fur the relief aud cure of

EXHAUSTION, INDIGESTION,
LUNG AND LIVER TROUBLES,

And all Nervous Diseases or Rhrumatic Affections; con-
sultation and catalogue free.

A. NORMAN,

4 QUEEN STREET EAST, TORONTO. 103

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concarning anything advertieed in this Magasine, you will oblige the
publisher. asweil as the advertiser, by stating that « 6w ka0 the advertisgement in THE SUN¥DAY SCDOOL BANNER.




Good

1y on the condition of

n is easily affected

heeause of its sluggish cireulation. When

it becomes disordered, stagnant blood |

accumulates in its venous system, causing ‘
it to discharge inert or bad bile. Many

forms of disease result from its unpum t j
action, which deranges all the dig
and assimilative organs, and, llnnuuh
these, impairs almost every function of
mimd and body. There is no

Better

way to insure the proper action of all
the apparatus necessary to health, than
to aid the stomach and liver by the!
oceasional use of Aye Pills. E. A,
Robinson, 151 School st., Lowell, Mass.,
sQ, “For a number of years T was
stationed in the tropies; and, while there,
suffered much from torpidity of the liver |
and indigestion.  Headaches and nause |
disabled me for days at a time, and it |
was caly by th use of Ayer's Pills that I
obtained relief. 1 know them to be the

Best

Cathartic Pills. They stimulate the upp&\
tite, assist digestion, and leave the howels
in a natural condition.” John H. Watson,
proprictor University Hotel, Chapel Hill,
N. C., writes. * For twenty years I was
a sufferer with sick headache. I began

@ Ayer's Pills, and quickly found
velief. 1 have not had an attack of head-
ache for yvears, and attribute my freedom
from it to the use of Ayer's Pills.”
Jared Agnew, LaCrosse, Wi writes:
[ was cured of a grievons attack of
Erysipelas by using

Pills for twenty days.” These Pills have
been most successfully used in treatment

health depends |
the liver. This o

ve | for

‘\\l

[ Aye

of obstinate eases of Dropsy.
Prepared by Dr. J. C.
Sold by all

Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass,, U. 8.

Appetite

renders the partaking of needful hodily
sustenanee a matter of pleasure. When-
ever the appetite fails, you may be sure
the stomach and liver have become de-
ranged, and need to he corrected by the
use of Ayer’s Pills. €. Danly, Be Jton.
Texas, writes: “ I have tuken Ayer's Pills
various affections arising from de-
ements of the liver and digestive
ns, and find them to be a powerful
corrective.”  If your

Health

is impaired a good eathartic medicine may
aid you. Miss M. Boyle, Wilkesbarre, Pa..
es: “I use no other medicine than
Aver's Pills, They are all that any one
needs,”  Dr. W, J. Talbot, Sacramento,
Cal., writes: *“The curative virtues of
s Pills commend them to all judi-
cious practitioners.” Dr. Charles Alberts,
Horicon, Wis., writes: ** Last year { pro-
cured from you the formula of Eyer's
Pills, and have since preseribed them with
decided benefit.” No poisonons druzs are

Foundin

the .umponlmn of Ayer's Pills. Dr.

Boston,
* 1 have made a careful
s Pills, with the formula
They contain the

'vllllh'\‘
s of A

analy:
of their preparation.
active principles of well known drugs.
isolated from inert matter, which plan s,

chemically speaking, of great importance
to their usefulness. It insures activity,
certainty, and uniformity of effect,  Ayer's
Pills contain no metallic or mineral sub-
stance, but the virtues of vegetable reme-
dies in skilful combination.” Aver's

Pills,

taken in connection with Ayer's Sarsapa-
rilla, have eficeted thousands of wonderfu)
cures.

A

Druggists.




