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CRORISTIAL BARIER,

“ [fany man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.”
#This is love, that we walk alter his commandments.”

VOL. IX. COBOURG & BRIGHTON, JUNE, 1855. NO. 6.

SEED- TIME.

———.

From the Christian Baptist
 Whatever a map sowsthat shall he also reap.” '

« [T tlrat sows to the flesh shall of the desh reap corruption : but
he that sows to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”
Few persons seem to bear in mind that they arc reaping every day
what they have sown some days, months, or years before, even in
their temporal enjoyments or sorrows, Still moro plainit is to those
who believe the words of the Great Teacher sent from God, that men
will hereafter reap in the long, long harvest, whatthey havé séattered
in the sced time of their existence. Others also will reap, in some
sense, the sceds which we are sowing, just a3 we are now reaping- thé
seeds sown by our ancestors and predecéssors. These facts suggest
to us the necessity of great-attention toour conduct. Ourselves here
and hereafter, our children and our childreu’s children, with their
cotemporaries, may, and in many instances will, most assuredly. reap
what weare this day sowing. As ws then regard our present and
fature happiness; that of our descendauts, and ikat of all conneeted
with them, we are admonished to take heed what we daily sow.

“ T sow totheflesh,” is to lavor for fleshy or animal pleasurés’; of
taken in its*wor§¢ sénse, it is to labor for thegratifidation’ of our evil:
propeusitics, our corrupt passions and affections. Such- shall reap
corruption. Ttemorse and its handmwaid, Slame, must introduc#
them to the whole fimily of moral ‘atid’ physical agonies which ter-
minate in the 'utter corruption of every sensual appetite and gratifi--
cation. 'They réap-rbttennéss-atid dedth; becduse ' they sowed the
sceds thereof. ,

“ Ty sow tothe Spirit) is to devote our enérgies to the teachings
of‘the Holy Spirit ; toattend to the mental, more sublime, and’ heat’
venly objects of spititdal enjoywment; whicliare the objects of' chiris-
tian faith aud hope;: atd to'aim at theextension of these enjoyni¥nts”
by the introduction of others to a participation in them.

k3 N




146 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

« To reap life everlasting,” is to rise in blics and exalted enjoy-
ments, withont any assignable point of termination. Such is the
bright prospect of an eternal harvestto those engaged in sowing the
| precious seed whieh grows foren age, and ripens for ever.

In every sense, then, life is the seed time. To-day for to-morrow,
this year for the nest. And as we are reaping what others sowed,
Iet us, as christians, and as wise men, sow not only for ourselves, but
that generations yet unborn shall arise and call us blessed. I trust
seed is this day scattering, which shall be reaped in the Millennium
by all those engaged in introducing the ancient order of things. If,
then, with the wisdom which comes from above, we go forth scatter-
ing the precious seeds of true bliss and real good, how bappy for
ourselves, and for all thatare dear to us, in time and to eternity !
But let none despair because he cannot sow and reap in the same
day. Remember the patience of the husbandman; and imitate him
in preparing for the golden harvest which will never end.

ANNUAL GATHERING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN SCOTLAND.

Cold Springs, May 6, 1855,
To the Editor of the Christian Banner: .

Sir :—In a number of the * Scottish Journal” issued in May
1854, I observed a noticeof the opening ceromonies attendant on
the Aunnual gathering of the clericals and laymen who constitute the
« General Assembly” of the Established Church of the land of my
fathers. Such ceremonies more becoming a camp than a church of
Christ, at the time astonished me as I read it; and at the same
time gave birth to the presant communication, and which please in-
sert in the ¢ Christian Banner,” when convenient.

PRresBYTER.

Ist. Observe that gathering crowd. Sce the people pouring in
from all quarters swelling its ranks, and increasingits denseness.
Almost as varions as the faces are the classes that compose it. The
lordly gnd the lowly, the mean and the mighty, and the young, the

guards the streets, preserving by warlike menace a space sacred
from the tread of the profane populace. Martial music is resound.
ing. The hum of the multitude isdrowned in the war note of the
bugle ; and the airs which in the olden time led on to deeds of blood,

-

priest, and the pleader, the sinner and thesaint, are jostling together |,
in the mingled throng. Regard the military array which lines and
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are only interrupted by the grounding of the musket, or the fixing of
the bayonet. KEscaped from the pressure of the crowd, and the en.
forced obedience of the military rule; see the windows, nay even
the house-tops are crowded with anxious gazers. At the ene end of
the street beheld the Lalf of the audience, and at the termination of
the other what 2 the barracks? the tented field? No! A temple
consecrated to the prince of peace ! '

2nd.  Fix your eye on the Hall of the audience. See carriage
after carriage rolling onward to its portals. Mark the occasional
presentation of arms by the soldiery, as some of the occupanta reach
thedoor. Peer and priest, elder, and advocate all pressing in o do
homage to the representative of an earthly king. Look again the
pageant is coming forth. The image of majesty appears; his train
borue by pages who ever and anon hold up the robes of royalty, oc-
cupying a monarch’s place, he receives a monarch’s honors, the mili-
tary do him obedience ; and amid the shouts of the people, and the
clangour of arms he proceeds—to what ?—to prayer!! He is fol-
lowed by a motely groupe. There is the noble, seemingly disdaining
the earth he treads on ; there the naval or the military chieftain
going through with light heart and step, the necessary parade of the
occasion. There also is the stern representative of Calvin, scowling
at the non-elected throng; and there tov is the advocate smiling in
his sleeve at the solemn farce, which yet has its uses, he imagines, in
awing the vulgar herd :—and many ethers likewise are there with
motives and thoughts, different as the lineaments of their features;
but all mershalled in goodly order, in defénce of uniformity of
mind, which adiits not of the slightest curve, or minutest differ-
ence. . )
3rd. And what is all this display of earthly glory and worldly
sovercignity? That of & kingdom which cometh not with observa-
tion ; why all this exhibition of the ¢ pride, pomp, and ecircum-
stance of glorious war?? Toshow the parties to be faithful disci-
ples of the prince of peace. Why the presence of mimic majesty,
the-Sovereign of Britain, the defender of the faith, the bead of the
Church of England holding his court in the land of confessors and
and martyrs by proxy. To prove that the Lord Jesus Christ is
alone Headof the Church of Scotland! Yes, this is the sense
which ushers in the annual meeting of the General Assembly of the

.Church of Scotland. Who on observing such a scene as this, can

F v
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avoid recollecting the language of the Saviour, % The Kingdom.of’

Heaven sufiereth violence and the violent fake it by force.”

[In another direction, fan from Edinburg,in the city of Nashville,
Tennessee, the old school Presbyterian General Assembly, among
other resolves, authorised and dictated the -following :(—D. O.]

Resolved, That the Assembly has full confidence in the efficacy
of prayer, and therefore, while it would. exhort- the members of the
churches under its care, to « pray without ceasing" that * the Lord
of the harvest would send forth laborers into his harvest,” it appoints

- the last Thursday of February, 1856, to be observed as a day of

wecial prayer for the outpouring of the Spirit on our baptized cail-
aren and youth, more particularly these who are under instruction
in our various institutions of learning, and recommends that public
service be held inall our churches on that day.

~~Would it not be as reasomable and as seriptural for all general
assemblies and all. particular 2ssemblies to pray for: the re-appear-
ance of the Lord Jesus, his death on the Cross again, and the resur-
rection of the apostles to receive the- Spirit the secoand time at the
Jewish capital in order to the conversion of the people of Tennessees

as for the Assembly.to pray as above ?
D. O

-

WHO SHOULD PRAY ?

To the Editor of the Christian Bianner :

In a former essay we considered thé manner of presenting
prayer ‘o God, and in this we design-to examine who are privileged
to pray or who are called upon to pray.

Prayerbeing a privilege as well as-a duty, it isimportant to know

who have the privilege and to whom .as a-duty it belongs. It isun- :

fortunate for man and the spread of the gospel that in discussing
this subject, human z2uthority has been relied upon, thereby giviug
rise to interminable disputes and leading to the- adoption of many
erroneous views and practices, by which the great- privilege has been
much abused'; and.many who were enquiring after-trath led astray

on this very important peintand also upon others:. The wisdom of |
men we fear has had, and has<yet; more influence: in dircctiag the !

teaching and practice of many professors in this- matter, than the
wisdom or word of God. Some appear. to be afraid: to be-very plain

‘upon this subjeet and choose rather to treat it as if. the mind of the
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Lord could not be aseortained upon it. Whilst then we -design to

be plain, we trust to present the teaching .of the holy oracles so

as to be plainly.anderstood by every enquirer after truth. /
'Fo whom Joes the privilege of prayer belong? To all men both

saint and sinner, responds the voice of popalar sentiment. Shall :

we teach all men, that irrespective of character, they ought to pray?
To this we may hear all ranks reply in the affirmative. What say
the sacred oraeles upon this subject ? Prayer belongs to but one
class, and no one not of that class has a right or is called on to pray.
T his we shall endeavor to illustrate and prove by the standard of
religious truth. This class we viewas consisting of those and only
those who do the will of the Lord, are obedient to his commands, as
given by the apostles and confirmed by signs and wonders. We
argue from all the other gospel privileges that prayer is the privi-
Jege or duty only of the obedient; for none but the obedient are

called upon to attend to any other gospel duty. No one acquainted !

with the seriptures and reverenciag their authority, would call upon

an unregenerate unrepenting sinner to partake of the sacred em- .

blems of the broken body and shed blood of the Saviour. Nor
would we expect an ungodly sinner to be advised by a christian to

! seek a place among the Lord’s people without first repenting of his

-sins and becoming reconciled to God and eommeneing to do his will
inall things. No greater exhibition of human folly can be given

. than is shown by persons in praying for forgiveness of sins while

they live in the practice of known and acktowledged sin ; without
the least intention or desire to leave them off by repenting of them.
The Lord has never promised to hear the wicked while they coatin-

. ue in rebellion against him.  His lunguage to such is ¢ Let the

wicked forsuke his ways, and the unrighteons man his thoughts: and
let him return unto the Lord and he will have mercy upon him:
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon, Isaigh 53, 7.” The
Lord never invites men to ask favours of him whils they live in
wickedress and rebellion against him. ¢ If T regard iniquity in
my, beart, the Lord will not hear me,” P5.66,7. So writes the man
after God's own heart. The sacrifice of the wicked is aa abomina.
tion to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright is his delight. The
thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the Lord, but the words
of the pure are plessant words, Pro. 15, 8, 26, Again, we know that
God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God
and doeth his will, him he heareth, John 9, 31. So affirms the man
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1| cured of blindness by the Saviour, and such appears to be an ac-
knowledged truth among the Jews ; for they did not dispute it,and
upon the correctness of it depends the whole force of the reply
made to the Jews. Paul when speaking of ‘the state of the
the Gentiles before the gospel was published, says, Aects 17, 30
& The times of this ignorance God winked at, but now commands all
i| men everywhere to repent.” And we learn from Luke 24, 47, that
not prayer and remission of sins, but repentance and remission of
sins should be preached in the Saviour's name among all’ nations be-
ginning at Jerusalem. From thesescriptures itis evident that the
Lord desires not the prayers but the repentance of the- sinner, and
then his obedience to the gospel by which he may become-a son and
then enjoy the privilege which all Lis dutiful childran have of ad-
| dressing him as a parent who is willing to hear such, and-able to be-
stow upon them every needful blessing.

That the Lord will hear tha prayers of the righteous is proved
by the following. “The eyes of the Ford are over the righteous, and
his ears are open to their prayers; but she face of the Lord is
against them that do evil,” 1st Petor 3, 12.  The Apestle John 1st
Epistle 3, 22, teaches usthat if we keep his commandments and do
the things which are-pleasing in his sight we shall be- heard or bave
what weask. The same doctrineis taught by every example of
prayer and every exhorsion to. pray furnished by the apostles- and
primitive saints. From these plain deolarations of sorigture it is

people. What the Lord may be pleased to do in specal oases

joy pardon of sin, aad instead of repenting and obeying the gospel,

ence to these who do know the Lord’s will the teaching-of seripture
is so plain that we conclude no-one can. have-an excuse forignorance
I on this subject.

Prayer is not only the-privilege but the duty- of alli christians,
and like many other duties and privileges-it is- greatly neglected.
Prayer is & duty which some appear to be reluctant te acknowledge

PO S,

prayerless conversation too plainly show. That prayor is- the duty
of every christian is we think elearly established from. the teaching
and examples of the Saviour and the apostles. But what good can

evident that prayer is the privilege only of those who are the Lord’s:
4| where persons arc ignoraut of: their duty and sincerely desire to en- |

will pray for repentance and pardon, we affirm not; but with refer- !

and equally reluctant to perform, as their prayerless abedes and’

U it do for christians to pray ? isa question which may trouble some.

.
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If-God desigus to bless his obedient people he will do it, say they,
independently of their prayers. Some as an excuse for their negli-
gence contend that prayer can only effect-ourselves, without changing
‘the purposes of God toward us, and hence prayer with such is a
privilege which we are not obligated to use, but which may be used
or neglected just as our present inclinations dispose us. Now the
Saviour prayed and was heard. The prayers of Cornelius were
heard. Brethren prayed for Peter and were heard. Paul and Silas
prayed and the prison was shaken, and every man's bands were loos-
ed. Pauldesired the prayers of the church of the Thessalonians
that the word of the Lord might be glorified and he might be deliv-
ered from wicked men. He also taught Timothy that men should
pray every where, and that all men should be prayed for. From
these examples and instructions the duty is clearly established ; and
cold and lifeless indeed must that believer be who would seek to find
an excuse from human reasonings and wisdom for neglecting so great,
so important, and exalted a duty and'privilege as that of addressing
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving to the Throne of the Eter-
nal.

These few thoughts we present for the consideration of all those
who may feel interested in the subject, reserving the consideration

of the things to be prayed for as the subject of another essay.
. J.B.

THE REVIEWERS AND THE BIBLE UNION. -

The subjoired has remained among our unpublished doctments
too long, but it will not be too old to read for twenty years to come,
We thank the Americau Bible Union through the Secretary of the
Union, for forwarding itto this office.

. : : D. 0.

The following extracts are taken from a long and learned critique
in the Nonconformist of Qctober 4th, 1854, published in London,
England. The Nonconformist is the chief organ of the Dissenters
in England, and is edited with great learning and ability.

“ The work before us is an instalment of what we hope may prove

speedily a complete revision of our common English version. The |.
% American Bible Union” i¥ unknown to us, but we, on the evidence |

of this thin quarto, must regard it as a most yaluable assooiation for
the promotien of the best of purposes ; and we trust its labours may

S,

e -




“ 152 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.
o

- -
'i be adequately sustained, and sccomplish the great ends proposed.

l The special instructions given to the revisers of the English New
.i Testament, and observed by the author of the portion now before
.. us, are, to retain the present version as the basis of their revision,
" and to make that revision from the received Greek text, critically
. edited, with known errors corrected,—to ecite all authorities for al-

terations made, and to give the views of the reviser as to the trans-
. lation of the same word or phrase of the original, not only in the
it place before him, but in every other place in which it occurs. Should
. this plan be carried out, provisiou is more effectuatly made for gain !
:, ing tho concurrent authaority of biblical Scholars for the revised ver-
sion, than existed amongst the fifty-four translators of King James; '
and the result could scarcely fail to be successful, and to secure !
public confidence. )

¢ We cannot here critically examine at largz such a work as this ;
' we must be satisfied with describing it carefally sod illustrating its
contents by a quotation !”

After making several citations from the work of the Union, the
review thus concludes :

« This, though the valuable quotations are left out, will givea
good notion of the plan and execusion of the work. It is remarka-
ably thorough, learned, and minutely careful; and the reviser evi.
deutly unites to a strong, clear mind, a high order of Scholarship,
‘and a decp insight of the modes of thought and expression charae-
‘i teristic of the New Testament writers.

i« We hoped tofind reom for a selection of emendations, but must
. briefly give the volume an emphatic commendation to biblical stu-
+ dents, ministers, and scholars,” }

i
1

!! SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BIBLE UNION.

} [We copy the following paragrapbs from the Gospe! Banner rela-
, tive to the recent half-yearly meeting of the American Bible Union,
held in Chicago, Illinois.— |

| The friends ofa pure Bible gathered at an early hour on Wednes-
if day morning, May Oth, 1855, in the Tabernacle Baptist Church in
!l the city of Chicago. o

i Distinguished men from abroad were present, among whom we no-
i, ticed Rev. Spencer H. Cone, D D., Thomas Armitage, D. D., Dr.
“ Shephard, Wm. H. Wyckoff and Rev. Joshua Fletcher, of New

ey




THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 153

York ; Rev. W. A. Colwell, A. C."Wheat, ;Pa. ; Alex. Campbell, D.
D, Va.; Rev. D. E. Thomas, Editor of the Register, Rev. . Dr. Rob-
- erts, Rev. ‘T'rank Remington, Hon. Isaiah. Morris, Rev. J."L. Batch™
+elder, Lditor Journal aud Messengez, Ohio ; Rev Supply Chases
.Rev. Mr. Walker, Rev. A. 'E. Mather, Rev. Mr. Curtis, Dr. Walker
Michigan; Prof. E. Adkins, XK. Hibbard, Elder Wm. M. Brown,
Elder Wm. Davenport, Joseph Baker, Rev. E. I. Owen and J. D,
Talton represented the Bible Revisien Association.

PORTION OF TH3 SOCIETY’S REPORT.

For the first time in our history, the Board meets the Union at
a distance from the ordinary scene of our labours. Away from fa-
miliar associations, we greet ournumerous friends from the East and
West, from the North and the South, in the Garden City of Amer-
ica. :

Immediately after the organization of the Union, the attention of
the Board was directed to the revision of the English Seriptures,
and no pains.were spared by correspondénce and other means to ob-
tain advice about the best plan of proceeding. It is unnecessary here
to detail the various plans cousidered, and the valid objections
brought against them by some of the numerous scholars to whom
they were submitted. The ultimate result was the adoption of that
method of proceeding which we are now prosecuting, and the
employment of distinguished scholars of different denomijnations to

press satisfaction with what has already been accomplished, and with
the prospect of the futurz,

Everypart of the New Testament has beer revised, and some
parts have undergone several revisions. In the carrying out of every

be suggested by experience. We liave been obliged to vary in some
minor particulars, byt we rejoice to find that in all the main features
of the plan adopted by the Union, expericnce only vindicates its pro-
priety and efficiency. Of the revisions already in our hands, parts
have come from scholars connected with each of the following de-
nominations : Old School Presbyterians, Baptists, Episcopalians,
Disciples, Methodists, Associate Reformed Presbyterians, Seventh
Day Baptists, German Reformed, Church of England, and Indepen-
dents, - .

" No one of the manuscripts, except in a single instance, covers

carry it into execution. ,Thus far we have abundant reason to ex- |

enterprise devised by mortals, modifications of proceedings will |.

L o =
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less than a book of the New Testamenb, and generally each compri-

ses several.

It will naturally be asked why, since we have so many manuseript
revisions on hand, we have yet printed so few. To such an inguiry
we will endeavour to reply.

When a scholar isengaged by the Board, instructions are intro-
duced into the contract requiring the exact meaning of the original
and he is requested and urged to make the most thorough aud faith-
ful revision possible. No expense is spared to furnish "him with
books and other requisite facilities. When bis work is finished, the

] manuscript is submitted to the Board and referred to the Committee

on Versions. This Committee is required to give it a careful ex-
amination, and not to recommend its printing, unless its merits will
justify such an expenditure. If this is not the case, another scholar
or other scholars are employed upon the same part. Sometimes the

work has to go through the hands of a third or a fourth party before

the Committee feel justified in printing it. On some parts we have
manuscripts from five different hands,  All of these are of more or
less service in the prosecution of the work, and will eventually great-
1y aid the ultimate committee that maust prepare the whole book for
the press.

It is to be understood that the portions which the Committee ree-
ommended to be printed, do not necessarily have their ungualified
approbation. There maybe many things in them which they may
wish to sce altered. Their viewis, that the changes in these por-
tions embrace all, or nearly all, the important questions which will
require the serutiny of the ultimate College of Revisers; and that
with the authorities referred to by the respective revisers and the

manuseript revisions of the same portions in possession of the Board -

this Committee will have all the facilities requisite to enable them to
form an intelligent judgment of the value and necessity of the chan-
ges. All the books used by the revisers, and many others will be
in the library of the Union, so that they can be examined whenever
needed.

With this view, those who purchase our incipient publications,

must not be surprised to find in them many alterations in the vom. :
mon version, which probably will not be retained in the ultimate re-

vision. They have sometimes been made by the judgment of anin-
dividual mind, and perhaps that mind would not have ventured upon

them, had it not been with the knowledge that their pnbhcmon

|
{
i
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|
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would draw forth the most rigid criticism, and thus prepare the way
for the last committee to judge of them with more intelligence and
discretion.

Theé last seven books of the New Testament have been published.

The Gospel of John and the Epistle to the Ephesians have been
stereotyped, and will soon be printed. The preface to John is not
yet fully prepared.

The Grospel of Mathew is in progress of stereotyping.

“ The Acts of the Apostles is nearly ready for the printer.

The Book of Job is passing through the press.

The Epistle to the Hebrews is being prepared for the press.

WAS CHRIST'S GOSPEL PREACHED IN ABRAHA}{ AND NOAH'S TIME ?

To the Editor of the Christian Banner. )

Dear Sir:—In an article on Faith and Repentance which
appeared in the April Number of the present volume of the Banuer,
there are some statements in reference to .the gospel preached by
Jesus which appear to me unwarranted by the facts as recorded by
the sacred historians. Allow me respectfully to show wherein your
teaching appears different from that of the Word of God.

The following sentence from page 105, contains the substance of
the objectionable remarks. ¢ TVe gospel which began to be preached

from the province of Galilee, under the personal ministry of Jesus, ;
'\, was 10t the gospel which began to be preached in Jerusalem after

Jesus was crucified and exalted.”

There is one message which God has sent to the world so infinite.
ly superior to all others that it is called by way of pre-eminence Zke
good Message, THE gopel.  As there is but one called Tax Clhrist,
although there have been many anoiuted ones, so although there
have been many messages one alone is called by way of pre-emin-
ence THE gospel. It was known and believed by the patriarchs
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; by Moses, David, and the prophets,
and was preached by Jesus and his apostles throughout all the land
of Judea,and by. the latter throughout the Roman Empire. My de-

sige at present is to show that the same message was preached after.

asbefore the death of our Liord.

Mark tells us that after John was cast xnto-pnson Jesus came into {

Galilee preaching TE gospel of the kiugdom of God,and saying, ‘the

==
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time is fulfilled, the kingdom of God is at hand, repent and believe
the Gospel, Mark i. 14 and 15, see also Matthew iv. 12, 17. Inthe
synagogue of Nazareth Jesus rend apertion of one of Isaiah's pre-

dictions, Isaiah dxi. 1., Luke iv. 18, 19; and declared to the assem.
bled citizens that what he had read was that day an accomplished
fact ; that the gospel was preached to the.poor, and at the 43 verse
of the same chapter of Luke he declares that he was sent to preach
the kingdom of God. At the beginning of the 8th chapter it is said
that he went thronghout every city and village preaching and show-
ing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God, the .same tour being
recorded in Matthew iv. 23. Again in Luke ix. 1,7, thexe is an ac-
count of sending forth of the twelve apostles to preach in the cities
of Israel At the second verse it is stated, that they werc sent to
preach the kingdom of God, and at the sixch that they went through
the towns preachmg the gospel. From these pasrages it is evident
that the expressions to preach the gospel, and to preach the king-
dom of God, arelonly different ways of conveying the same idea. Two
days before the circumcision, our Lord uttered his very remarkable
prediction on the Mount of Olives, among other thipgs he says, This
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a wit-
ness to all nations, then shall the end come. Or as Mark records
it; the gospel must first be preached among all nations, Mark xiii. 10,
These words were spoken to the disoiples who had accompanied him
in all his wanderings and were well acquainted with his teaching ;
they Lad also themselves preached the kingdom of God but were
commanded to go only to the lost sheep of the chrildren of Israel.

When be tells them that this gospel of the kingdom was to be
preached tothe whole world, we are forced to the conclusion that
it was the same message. Again Mark xvi. 16. Jesus communds
his apostles to go into all” the world and preach the gospel to every
creature,&c. The apostles knew of but one gospel, that which they
had preached to their countrymen, and which Jesus hadtold them
a few weeks previously would be preachedin all the world, The
gospel of the kingdom of God.

If any farther proof is wanted we have it in the account of how
this command was fulfilled. Philip preached Christ in the city of
Ssmaria, and when the citizens believed him preaching the things
which concern the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ,
were baptized:both men and women. Acts viii. 12. Paul went
into the synagogue st Ephesus, and spake boldly for the spass of
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three months, disputing and persusding the things concerning the
kibgdom of God, Aot xix. 8. At Miletus he addressed the elders
of Ephesus, as those among whom he had gone preaching the king-
dom of God, Aectsxx.25. Andin Rome helived two years, preach-
ing the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern
the Lord Jesus Christ.

The book of Acts isa continuation of the book of Luke being

| written by the same author and like it addressed to Theophilus. An

honest man in different lettersto the same individual would never
employ precisely the same language to convey ideas altogether dis-
tinct. But Luke in his first book says that Fesus was sent to preach
the kingdom of God, and in his second that Paul preached the
kingdom of God. I‘f" they both preached the kingdom of God, they
preached the same gospel, and 2sall the apostles preached the same
thing, it fellows most conclusively that the gospel which begin to
be preached ip the province of Galilee, was the sameas that preach-
ed to all the nations in the Roman Empire by the Apostles and’

their assistants.
. Yours respectfally,

' Geo. L. Sco‘rr.
Paris, C. W., May 4th, 1855.

Frignp Scorr:
Being very liberal with communications, and partic-

| ularly with such 43 challenge any position or principle assumed or

maintained in the Christian Banner, your objectatory epistle is hand-

; ed without hesitation to the compositor.

That God has declared good tidings or gospel to man ever since
the Adversary undertook to alienate him, is not to be and cannot
be denied. Thatthe Kingdom of God has Been preached ever since
the oracles of God have had a place among men, is equilly veritable

-and indisputable. But that the gospel of Clirist, the message that

tells of the tragedy on calvary, and Joseph’s tomb filled with the
Lord’s body und empty again-after the third diy, and that he who
died is alive'fo give life to the dead, and thiat iv his name and only
in his name there is salvation from sin;—that this message of love,
power, and favor way ever preached’ before the Spirit gave new

tongues to'the chosen witnesses of Christ subsequent to his ministry,

crucifixion, and ascension to-the Father's right hand, is not to be.
and cannot be admiitad.
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While Jesus was a speaker among the inhabitants of Judea's hills
and vales, he frequently adverted to what he would afterwards do,
cmploying language clearly referring to the futare, such as, ¢ On
thisrock I wéll build my church.” My friend argues that this
church %ad been built—that it had been constructed nearly 2000

" years at the timo that the Lord’s lips uttered the promise that he

would afterwards build it ! !

At the Saviour's parting interview with the apostles, he still uses
the style that refers to the future, “ You suazn BE witnesses unto
me.” In due time we have an apostle (speaking for himself and
bretbren) declaring, ¢ We are witnesses.” What now, friénd Scott?
—vwhere is your same good news or same witnessing before as after
the Lord’s death and resurrection? Please mend your pen ere you
try again. ’ '

But you stand on a popular eminence while condending that the

. same gospel has been preached ever since God began announcing

good news to man, Pulpits, filled with the ordained, east, west, north,
south, will sustain you. The gospel was preached to Abraham, the
gospel was preached to Israel in the wilderness, the gospel was
preached to John theson of Zacharia and Elizabeth, the gospel was
preached by Jesus, the twelve,and the seventy, and the gospel was
preached by the apostles after they were ¢ endued with power from
on high ;” aund it is the same gospel—you say and others suy. Now
as the same kind of seed has the same nature and always produces
the same sors of fruit, so the same gospel message, if it have any
effect, will produce the same effect in all places and oases. With this
‘before you, let your comparison be set to work as follows, compar-
ing— '

The gospel preached to Abraham::

The gospel preached to all nations.

In preaching the same message, be it observed, there is the author-
ity—the preacher—the things he utters—the audience—the object:
Are you prepared to apply this test in the comparison before us 2
‘Willing or unwilling, you kave assumed premises that compel you to
abide by this decisive induction. It sometimes happened, in days of
old, that the sword that was taken to slay the Philistines only slew
the man who drew it; and, friend Scott, if you have laid down a
principle that strikes against yourself when fairly drawn out, whose
fault is it? Well then let us look away yonder to Abraham and
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look over here at Jarusalem, opening .our ears also, in order that |

we may see and hear at the same time.

The authority of the gospel preached to Abraham was that of the
Father, in true popular style, “ God the Father. The preacher
was God himself. The things uttered were the items of a promise,
not one fact, properly so called, being on the lips of the preacher.
The audicnce was one man, Abfaham. The objeet, something else
than tho salvation of Abraham, for before the gospel was.thus
preached to him he was the friend of God. Sucl was the gospel
preached to father Abraham : and now let us turn to the first Pen-
tecost after the resurrection of Jesus. 1lere the preaching is by the
authority of Jesus Christ, certified and endorsed by the Father and
by the Divine Spirit. The preacher is one of the ambassadors of
Christ. The things declared are the great things that Lad irans-
gwred on theadvent of Christ and his zuicy as Prince of Salvation.
The audience, an assembly of sinners. The object, salmtion of sin-
ners from their sins.

TFor the sake of being still more impressive, let us put these two
gospel messages in the following order:

THE GOSPEL IN THE YEAR OF THE WORLD 2083.
1. The authority—the Father Almwhty
. The preacher—Grod. ;
. Things uttered—only predictions or promises.
. The audience—one person.

(SO LR R

of heaven’s grand purposes.
THE GOSPEL IN THE YE4aR OF THE WoRLD 4037.
1. The authority—Jesus Christ.
2. The preacher—an ambassador of Christ.
3. Things preached—the facts concerning Christ.
4. The audience—sinners who needed the saivation of Christ.
5. The object—remission of sins through Christ.

How any son of reason or how any pupil of the living oracles can
regard these divine pictures representing these two messages as the
same, i3 only to be accounted for on the generalprinciple that “dark-
nese covers the land and gross darkness the people,”’ and therefore
amidst this darkness the eye cannot discriminate between the things
that differ.

' Yours, as afriend of divine trath, D. Qriprant.”

. The object—to make a marked beginning in the development |i-
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J. A. BUTLER WITH HIS PEN.

Brotner Oripnant :—The March number of the Banner is at
hand, and is costiomed sufficiently tasteful for any circle. And
though the exterior of the pate, may be beautified by the perfuma.
tory process, yet, there is no embelishment, whose decorations com-
pare with eultivated intcllect, and purified morals. Give me truth
which is better than fine gold. Your floti/le is richly eharged. '

Brother, if I could be permitted, Simeon like, to look upon some
favorites,—men whom ¥ love for their work’s sake, then I too, could
exclaim,—* Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine
eyes have seen”—some of the beloved of the Lord. But, I must bide
my time. ¢ Love is the fever of the soul, and passion is the dele-
rium of that fever.” I love the man who contgnds earnestly for the
faith, and fights she good fight in hope of a laurel srown when the
wear is o'er.  But of such heroes, as filled the Seotch lay I do not
like ;—

i « 'Tis gow’d makes sogers feight the fiercer,
| Without it, preaching wad be scarcer.”

Aund let me add, without some preachers, Zion would be blessed in-
deed.

We bave recently closed 2 most interesting meeting, at Prairie
Mount, at which bros. Manire and Plattenburg were ordained Evan-
gelists. Several united and the brotherhood strengthened. Dr.
Hooker preached the ordination sermon ; brother Dr. Deans deliv-
erod the charge ; and asolemn charge was it. Six united at Col-
umbus, Mississippi, a few days since, under the labors of brother
Hooker.

Brother Henshall is one of the best reviewers in the Reformation.
See his blessing upon the head of brother Jetet, in the Age, of April
12. He is no sycophant. God bless him. I am told that brother
Jeter has written 2 book. For what did Solomon want his enemy
to write a book? Did ke think bis own werk would be his literary
death 2 Some fifteen years goné, a brother Holeomb in Ala. of the
Baptist church, wrote 2 hook,in which he wrote a portrait of what
he called Campbeliism. And the picture was as unlike, as the pic-
ture of a horse, drawn by a young painter. It was so UNLIKE that he
"bad to write under it in order to its recognition, ¢ That are a hose.”
And if Jeter do not write in his book, that are C-<sm, it will not
be recognized. I den’t think the old man Holcomb sold enough to
pay for press-work !" Query. Would brother Jeter come out on the |

s . ———
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stage-controversial, and show by logical,arguments, that he is more
" competent for the work of a Reviewer, than his  predecessors,’
Clopton, Noel, Bronddus, Clack & Co.? Ifnot, he is anti-constitu-
tional, and would try a case upon czparte testimony ! That is, de-
cide the case of his competency upon'Dr. Dixit's testimony ! But
he might respond, * I have tostimony from your own works,” not of
my competeney, but of your errors. ¥es, dear Joter, and if the
civil fraternity, known as lawyers, should condescend to garble, or
attempt to garble the testimony of a witness, as Jeter, Graves & Co,,
attempt, no, but actually do garble the writings of this Reformatxon,
the court as in duty bound, would cause their cheeks to mantle with
that color, denominated vermilion. I may be asked for the colorific
principle, in this vermiiion paint. Tiis an ingredient our honest
fathers used to call—prssonesty ! But the stuff ! it has become
colorless upon some (faces) canvass,

I sce in the same * Age,” that a brother Dixon is holding close
communion with Jesse B. the seribe. I am astonished that Dr.
Channing's family do not bring an action against that man Jesse, -
for slander. The case is open for action, #nd recovery sure. Tor it
i3 aknown fact to all who knew the pure, talented, and.God-gifted
:Channing, that if he were again one of Earth’s aetive sons that he
would have no fraternity, consociation, sympathy, or intercourse
with Jesse and company. And for any man who has out-lived him-
self, to lug up the name of the honored dead, and pretend to have
the confidence and fraternity with such noble spirits, siomld be be-
yond endurance. It is a dark s, and a erying slander.

Some men’s course reminds me of the unfortunate Zoper, Kyle, of
Alabama—when sober he was not related to any one of note, when
“ three sheets in the wind,” he was bold to affirm that he was related
to John Quincy Adams. And when asked if his uncle ever corres-
ponded with him? O, yes, was the reply, but upon Zopics of such
tranescendant importance he dare not exhibit the communications,
Poor Kyle he died unwept, unsung, and unregretted. He who ex-
changes the hope of immortality, for the ephemeral pleasures of a
sad skepticiam, lives in shades, dxes in night, snd will awake toan
eternal doom. -

May God bless you.
In hope,
J. A. ButLEer.
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OUR NEW SCOOL BILL. .
No. 1.

1t is not out of the province of this work to pay a certain degree
of attention to educational interests.

Recently a dexterous and unfortunately a successful movement

has been made to draw our legislators over to the side of the big
Bishops of our land in their eager and long-cherished desire to in-
troduce what is called Separate Schools. These devout ecclesiastics
under the plea that our Common Schools sre “ godless,” or # infidel,”
or “anti-christian,” demand Schools wherein their creed may be
joined with arithmetic, geography, and syntax. For years the most
thoroughly dressed Bisiiops have been at work to accomplish their
purpose, but have always been bafled to a very respectable extent,
un.il the pliant legislators of the late Session of the Assembly
bowed with solemn grace to the politico-ecclesiastic influence of
Bishiop Charbonnel, whose Romanism is as well matured as it can be
at the distance that Toronto is from the great Italian eity.

What have our wise mew and the Catholic Bishop effected as res-
pects Separate Schools 2 Briefly this—ithat any five hcads of fami-
lies in any School Section can form a school for themselves, draw
government funds, and entice away as many pupils from their own or
other school sections as they please or as they are able!!! We
cannot admit that this measure, obtained by a trick, will be perma.

nent. Every friend of the uneducated child, every - man who loves
liberity, every christian who takes an interest in the welfare of the !

country, because he is a christian, will work with the strength of a
strong man to blot out or abrogate this law that aims so deadly a
thrust at our whole Common Sehool system. Upper Canada, for
which this obnoxious measure was framed, kas ot asked, will not
tolerate such alaw. We invite attention to the following noble and
truthful seatiments delivered on the floos of the Assembly by Mr.
George Brown ere this destructive School Bill was tested by the
Yeas and Nays: ‘
The argument advanced against the Upper Canada system is not
that it interferes with the religious faith or even the prejudices of any
child. By no means. If that were the argument, it would be shewn
to what exteut the religious feelings of any child were interfered
with, and the cause of complaint would be examined and removed.
But no such thingis attempted to be shewn. The ery is, that s an
infidel system, that education ought to go hand in hand with religion

—— e
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and that therefore the whole School system of Upper Canada should
“‘be tumbled down, and the teaching of the youth of the land handed
over to the priests. Mr. Speaker, I am free to say that if I thought
that the school system of Upper Canada, that the system of non-scc-
tarian education which I have always upheld, operated in the slight-
est degree to the injury of religion, did I not on the contrary believe
that it is one of the best aidsto the promotion of true religion in our
country, I would be the first to join in voting it down. But just be-
cause I believe that the man who can read his Bible is nearer
the Truth than the man who cannot read at all—just because I be-
lieve that he who is thoroughly educated, that the man to whom the
treasures of science and art are unlocked, bas advanced much nearer
the point which man ought to occupy in the sight of the Almighty.
than he who has not so profited—1 am favorable to mon.sectarian
national education as the only means by which light ean be diffused
among the masses of our countrymen. The objection to our Common
School System, on the part of those who advocate Separate Schools
must either be to the books taught, or it must rest on this ground,
that the teachers under a Sectarian System will infuse better moral
and religious principles into their teaching, into their conversation,
into the whole spirit with which they conduct their instructions,
Now will any of the gentlemen who take up this ground shew me a
single case in which a man capable of displaying such a spirit was
ever refused asa teacher of a Common School because he diffused or

" was likely to diffuse this good moral and religious spirit among his

pupils? Let them shew how under the Sectarian System they are
to get men of that character, if they canuot be got under the national
system. Has ever any such man who presented himself been kept
out of our Common Schools 2 * If by taking the children of different
creeds, and teaching them apart from each other, you can get reli-
giousmen to teach them, I say, put such men into the Common
School, where all classes may be the better of them. Why confine
his good influence to oneseet ? Butit is clear that the Sectarian
system cannot produce better teachers than there are now, because
our schools are bpen to receive all qualified teachers, and the great
difficulty experienced is to procure men of that class. All are anx-
ious to have them. And what after all does religious icaching in
schools amount t0? Is it a melancholy fact that very many teach-
ers are dead to all religious feeling,—that they have not sufficient in-
terest in the subject of religion, even to desire to proselytize if their
position warranted them in doingso. Then in regard to the books,
itis evident that there can beno objection on the part of Roman
Catholics to any of the books now taught in the Common Schools of
Upper Canada, as these arein great part the books of the Irish school
system which are used in Ireland without offence by Catholics and
Protestants alike, and which. do not jar with any Roman Catholic
feelings. If any books dorthis, let them be pointed out and let the
injustice contained in them be pointed out and the remedy will be
soon applied. There iz no desire to interfers with the religious feel-
ings of any sect—the strongest among ue are desirous that the ays.-

.
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stem shall be made entirely unsectarian,—we insist that it shall not
trench upon the religious feclings of ‘any sect whatever. But.we say
.ot the same time that all sccts should stand in this country upon a
like footing—that no one sect shall have peculiar privileges assigned
1t0'it, denied to all the rest. "And we do this on two grounds. In the
first place we say that.unless you carry out this masectarian principle,
unless you have all the children brought togetherin the same school,
you canno$ maintain.a national system, and you destroy all hope of
securing for all the children of the.country a proper education.” We
have: 32,000 Common Schools in Upper Canada, and as many teachers.
But once adopt this Sectarian system,—once give the Roman Cath.
olics Separate Sehools, and you eannot stop there, you must give the
same right to all other sects, and the moment you do this, your
Commor School system will be broken up altogether. The Church
of England bas already demanded them, and if you grant this Bill
at the demand of Bishop Charbonnell, you will next session have a
petition from Bishop Ssrachan demanding the same privilege to the
Church of England. And will not the Methodists then ask for the
same, and the Presbyterians, and the Independents, and the Bap-
tists 2 Onceadmit one sect to the right to Separate Schools, and
.how can you with any justice refuse it to others?

MORALS IN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.

[The epistle which follows was addressed to brother C. Lesslie,
Davenport, Lowa, who kindly sends it along to this office—D. O.]

Dear Brotuer.—Partly to express my thanks for the satisfactory
manner in which I was treated by the brethren of your place and
vicinity ; but more especially to communicate some thoughts upon
an important subject interesting alike to each of us, and the brethren
geuerally, I address you. If what I write shall have the good for-
tune to meet with your approbation, yor are at liberty to have it
published in the Evangelist, and brother Oliphant's periodical.

The subject is the improvement of morals in the church of Christ,
s0 called. We need an jucrease of moral power among us. Though
we have mapy individuals as moral and efficient as can be found in
any church,and though we have some churches thatare well ordered
and activein good works, yet as a body we are very deficient in mo-
rality and moral teaching. In some placeswe have little but a name
to live. Some of our oldest churches have often dwindled into com-
parative insignificance, and have only been resuscitated and keptalive
by great efforts. 'We have no system by which the dazly-soul.wants
of our people can be fed. They hear & great amount of preaching

.for a while, by which their minds become excited, and over-stretched ;
.and then perhaps they do not hear any for 2 long time afterwards.
The extreme alterations of mind caused by our waut of system is by
no means favourable to its health. The tone and character of mind

that.are formed under our present mode of conducting the affairs of
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the church, are not what they ought to be. But how can the desid.
eratum among us be supplied? This is a question which we all
ought to ask with the deepest interest. It appearsplain to my mind
that titere cannot be any permanent and sufficient improvement in
mordls among us without pastors to our churches. The tendency of
much of the talk and writing of many of our brethren upon ancient
order, primitive order, primitive christianity, the eldership, the dea-
conship, the one man power, &e., &c., (though well meant and proper
in itsplace,) in my humble opinion, i3 often injurious under our
present circumstances. Iam inclined to think that never did a peo-
ple siuce the days of the Saviour, calling themselves by his name,
need pastors more than we do. When I reflect what a happy and
glorious church ours might be in comparison with what it really is,
I am deeply distressed. If built upon the foundation of apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief corner stone, it is certaiu-
ly worth building. Every large church certainly neceds one good
pastor. Two or three feeble churckes should unite their strength in
the support of one, and should jointly slare his services. These
pastors should be fit to be pastors. They should be well paid. They
should be good men and true; of sufficient knowledge and experi-
ence to feed the flock of God, and of sufficient honor and high-mind-
edness to take the oversight thereof from a higher motive than the
love of gain. Pastors I believe to be the gifisof our ascended Sav-
iour for the perfecting of the saints. i
Yours in Christian affection,
ALEB S. WiLL1aMS.

REMARES. _

1. The preceding, we judge from the face of it, is diotated and
written by a devout and excellently disposed friend of the Saviour.

2. Moral character in the social eompact is of grand importande
without which no manisa good citizen in any community.

3. The church of Christ contemplates a higher order of improve.
ment than to improve the morals of its memkters. No apostle or
prophet ever taught morality except by teaching something superior
to it which included it.

4. It isa downright disgrace toany one called by Christ’s name
if he is so far below par in christianity that he needs to be taught
morals. The sooner he “ gets” religion, or religion “ gets” him,
the better.

5. The Lord our King has not been pleased to appoint any class
of men in the church to teach morals, but he has directed his pub.
lic servants in the congregation to teach christianity, which, doctrin-
ally and practically, embraces all morali’;‘r.

: , D. 0.

« Let love be without dissimulation.”
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FRIENDS OF REFORM PERSECUTED.

et

‘Wherever the advocates of religious reform labour, and hy what-
ever name they are called or call themselves, the hand of persecution
or the tongue of misrepresentation is against them. We have had
the following in reserve for insertion for rome time. It is taken
from an esteemed Exchange published in our Province at Hamilton
— The Canada Evangelist®—which paper has taken ground against
the old theological philosopher of Geneva, Calvin, who contended
for that species of sovereign grace which denies that Christ died for
allmen. Here is the extract :

We are happy to know that the cause of the simple gospel is mak
ing a steady progress in that part of Nova Scotia. Our friends,
there, however, as in many other quarters, have to withstand oblo-
qny and misrepresentation in a variety of ways. QOur opponents are
afraid to come out into open argument, but they labour assiduously
to spread insinuations and misrepresentations. which, with ignorant
persons, may be infleential. An example of this kind was recently
exhibited in the insertion in the Missionary Register, of Nova Scotia,
of a paragraph of an objectionable nature. The following brief les-
ter from the Rev. A. McArthur, was intended to remove the unjust
asperaion, but it was refused insertion in that paper.

" T the Edilor of the Missionary Register.

Desr Sir :—There appears in the Missionary Register of the
present month, (December, 1854,) an extract taken from “ The
Neows of the Churches,” given to your.readers as a piece of news, in
which occurs a statement reflecting injuriously upon the denomina-
tion to which I have the honor to belong. .

% Morisonianism,” so called, is there so mixzed up with the terms
 popular infidelity,” “ secularism,” “ rejection of the scriptures,”
&e., and 8o associated with Universalism as to give the general rea.
der the impression that our views of religious truth are identical
with, or tend to these systéms of belief.

Now, no statement can be more gressly false. Itis a well known
fact that the most successful opposition the great leader of secular-
istic philosophy, Mr. Holyoke, ever met with, was frem a Minister,
of the Evangelical Union of Scetland, for which he received, as he
justly deserved, the thanke of a grateful christian publie, irrespec-
tive of denomination.

Will you do us the justice to give this denial as wide a circulation
as the obnoxious passage of which we have so much reason to com-
plaia. . .
A.;l;i oblige, yours truly,

. ALEXANDER MEARTHUR,
Pictou, December 12, 1854,




THE CHRISTIAN BANNER 167

EXTRACTS FROM THE CHRISTTAN AGE.

Brother J. Black, of lvramosa, writes to'the Editor of the « Age”

* of June 5th in these words :

I am sorry you did not consider it your duty to cast your lot among
us in Canada ; the cause of truth requires inore agencies than we can
at present command to present it, as it ought to be presented, before
the world and the church; both require a more compreheusive ex-
hibition of the gospel dispensation than they have yet had, to make
full proof of its power to transform us into the image of God; and
from theexperiment which we were able to make, everything encour-
ages a stronger-effort than ever. The brethren, generally; are com-
fortable in worldly circumstaunces, and thay are willing to contribute
Liberally to support approved evangelists. The Board of the Evan-
gelizing Co-operation have tried all in their power, during the two

i years past, but the laborers cannot be obtained. DMay the Lord of

the harvest send laborers.

Our Annual meeting will soon taka place, and what to do, in res-
pect to dissolving the Co-operation and giving up the attempt, or
still continue it, and still try to-get evaugelists, I do not know. Oh,
that we bad men of devotion, and: character, and talent that would
% get in order the things that are wanting” in the churches, and
plead: the Redeemer's claims with the world. Can you give us in-
forraation where to apply ? .

The aged brother Barclay, of Pickering, writes for the same paper,
and says : :

T bave beer in Canada since the fall of 1816. I have travelled
a great deal and spent my time preaching and pleading the good
cause. I wasonge a member of a Baptist church in Largo; Scotland,
with D. Oliphant’s father and mother, before they were married.
I have been employed as agent of the Bible Society, &c: and am
now in my sevendy fifth year. I can read without spectacles yet, but
not able to go far from home, I had a bad: fall from my carriage
which hurt me much, but I am. getting better. I rode to meeting
last Liovd’s day, and intend with the help of the Master, to speak
every first day—thie distance from home upwards of six. miles.

Hear Tmis.—The condition of Europe has never been in 2' more
critical state than a$ preseat, and we look with anxious expectation
for every new arrival from the other side, for the long-impending
crisis must by and by be announced, and there will no be peace until
the mission of NaroveonN tiie Thiep shall be either' accocplished,
or_his power be utterly overtbrown.

The above, from-a New York paper,is not far from true. We live |

in eventful times. ¢ Watch.”
D O
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RUSSIAN BAPTISM.

It is a curious thing that, among the Russians, the father and mo-
ther of an infant not only cannot stand as sponsors to it, but they
are not allowed to be present at the baptism. The godfather and
godmother, by answering for the child, become related to it, and to
each other ; and a lady and gentleman who have stood as sponsors
to the same child are not allowed to marry each other. The form of
christening differs materially from that of the Protestan$ Church.
The priest takes the child, which is quite naked, and holding it by
the head, so that his thumb and finger stop the orifices of the ears, be
dips it thrice into the water, he cuts off 2 portion of the hair, which
he twists up with a little waxz from the tapers, and throws itinto the
font : theu anointing the baby’s breast, hands and feet with the holy
oil, and making the sign of the cross with the same on the forehead,
he concludes by a prayer and a benediction.— Russian Travels.

THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE; CONDUCTED BY T. FANNING & W. LIPSCOMB.

Tue GosreL Abvocate will be devoted to the interests of the
Church of Jesus Christ ; and especially, to the maintenance of the
doctrine of Salvation through * the Gospel of the grace of God.” It
will be the careful study of the Conductors to preseat in an intelli-
gible form, the great and distinguishing principles of the Christian
Institution, and affectionately euforce the observance of its heavenly
practices ; to give such reviews and notices of religious systems,
speculations, books, publications and sayings and doings of nmen, as
may to them, seem proper and useful, and to keep the reader advised
of religious and eduecational progress.

Their motto shall he, © Open columns, and free discussion of all

questwons calculated to advance the spiritual interests of soctety.”

_ Whilst they feel not at liberty to compromise the least *jot or
tittle” of truth, they regard it an honor to fraternizo with all who
fear Ged aund respect His institutions, as developed in the Dirvine
Oracles. The revision of the Holy Scriptures will receive special at-
tention, and it is to be hoped the work will prove valuable,as a
medium of communication amongst the churches and the brethren
scattered abroad, particularly in the South West. They make no
special appeal for patronage, but desire to'place the success of the
work upon the service it may render in the cause of truth; and
they confidently believe that the high sense of Christian responsibil-
ity felt by the brethren, will induce them to adopt the proper course
in relation to the enterprise.

The work will be published in the City of Nashville, in monthly

— Kl
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No's. of 32 pages each; neatly covered and stitched. The first No.
will be issued ‘July 1st. 1855,and the first volume will close with
the December, or 6th No. )

Terns :—Per Siogle Copy for 1st Volume or 6 Nos. 50 cts ; Five
Gopies, $2; Thirteen Copies, $5.

The Publishers do not feel authorized to keep accounts, and they
will therefore expect all ' who want the paper and are able, to send
the money. Personsnot in circumstances to bear the expense, will
be furnished without charge.

All christians are authorized agents, an” if the conductors can
have the co-operation of the brethren, who feel zeal in the cause of
Christ, the paper will soon gain a large list of Subscribers.

All letters and communications should 'be addressed to the con-
ductors, or either of them, at Franklin Colege, Tenn.

Cameron-& Farw,
DPublishers.

From our knowledge of brother Fanning, President of Franklin
College, Tenuessee, we regard this undertaking with much favor.
May the Gospel Advocate advocate the gospel in its freshnoss, puri-
ty, and power, and ‘may the willing hearted hand over their gifts
and offerings to preserve the Advocate in life and health while at-
tending.to the werlt of the Divine Advocate and Redeemer.

Do.

GOD NORESPECTOR OF PERSONS.

Fron Porrox’s “Course oF Time""
Much truth had been-assented to in time,

‘Which never, till this day, had made a due
Impression on the heart. Take one cxample ;
Early from Heaven it was revealed, and c{t
Repeated in the warld, fruin pulpits preacheq,
And penned and read in hoty books, that God
Respected not the persons of mankind,

Had this been iruly credited and-felt,

The king, in purple robe, had owned, indeed,
The beggar- for his brother ; pride ofrank
And office thawed into paternal love ;
Oppression fecared the day of equal rights,
Predicted ; covetous extortion kept

In mind the hour of reckoning, soon to come ;
And bribed mnjustice thought of being judged, .
When heshould stand on equal foot beside-:
The man he wronged. * *°
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The titled, flattered, lofty fen of power,

‘Whose wealth brought verdicts of applause for deeds
Of wickedness, could ne’er believe the time

Should truly come, when judgment should proceed
Impartially against them, and they too,

Haveno good speaker at the Judge’s ear

No witnesses to bring them off for gold,

No power 1o turn the sentenee from its course,

And they of low estate who saw themselves,

Day after day despised,and wronged, and mocked,
Without radress, could scarcely think the day
Should e’r arrive, when they in truth should stand
On perfect level with the poteniates

And princes of the earth, and have their cause
Examined fairly, and their rights allowed.

But now this truth was felt, believed and felt,

That men were really of a common stock :

That no man ever had been more than man.

A QUAKERS MESSAGE TO JOHN BUNYAN.

A Quaker once appeared at Bedford jail, where Banyan had been
incarcerated for many long years, which he made, by his writings, the

most profitable of his life, and said to Bunyan, ¢ Jobn,art thou |

here ¥ ¢ Yes,” answered Bunyau, “I am lLere, safe and well.”
% Then,” said the Quaker, “ I have found thee at last. I have hunt-
ed for thee over half the kingdom. I have a message from God to
tbee, friend John, and have come to deliver it.” ¢ That is very
strange,” Bunyan quietly replied ; *“ Geod knows I have been in this
jail now almost twelve years; and if he entrusted you witha message
to me, I wonder he did not tell you where to find me, and not suffer
you to search half over the kingdom for me.”

Bouemia.—Last year three Roman Catholic priests, by name
Kirdina, Weywerre, and Polak, (all three ¢f Bohemia,)submitted to
the necessary examinations before the Protestant Consistory of Bres-
lau, in order to be admitted to the pastoral office in the Lutheran
Church. These conversions in Bohemia go on increasing.

“ In matters of conscience, first thoughts are best ; in matters of
prudence, last thoughts are best.”
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FUNDS FOR THE AMERICAN BIBLE UNION.

The Secretary of the Auxiliary Bible Union in Canada has lately
forwarded over $200 to the Corresponding Secretary of the Union
at New York, to aid in the Revision cause. Very good news.

D. 0.

Newsrrom Rockrorp, IrviNois—The aged and esteemed bro-
ther Richards, writing from Rockford, state of Illinois, says :

I see by the “ Banner” that brother A. P. Jones has informed you
of our eougregation here. We now number about fifty members,.
and still they come. Last Lord’s day we received two. Brother L.
J. Correll is with us. We are constantly receiving by letter breth.
ren from all parts—New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Kentucky,
Ohio, and Canada. I believe there has not been a Lord's day since
we organized but what we have received additions.

Brrrrsu anp ForeeN BisLe Sociery.—The Anpniversary of this
Society was held in Exeter Hall, London, on May 2nd, under the
presidexicy of the Earl of Shuftesbury, who, in opening the proceed-
ings, congratulated the meeting on the fact that, notwithstanding
the pressure oceasioned by the war, the income of the Society ex-
cceds that of any former year, except on the occasion of the jubileé,
and the total circulation of copies of the Scriptures was greater thay
during any previous year of the Society’s existence. 'Fhe Secreta-
ry read the Annual Report, from which it appeared that the
amount received during the year for the general purpeses of the

! Society. was £64,878, being £5221 more than the preceding year.

The amount received for Bibles and Testaments was £59,600, mak-
ing the total receipts from the ordinary sources of income £124,478.
There had been also received £3694, further contributions to the
jubilee fund, and £7360 to the Chinese New Testament Fund;
making a grand tofal of £136,032. The issues for the year have
been as follows : From the depot at home, 1,018,882 copies ; from
depots abroad 431,994 copies; total 1,450,876 oopies ; being an
increase of 83,348 over the ciroulation of last year. The total
issues of the Society now amounted to 29,389,507 copies. The ex-
penditure for the year was £149,040, beind an increase on the pay-
ment of £20782.

L=~ A communication of J. H. B. will receive attention.
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. JUST 80.

A Catholic priest, named Father Walworth, recently preached a
sermon at Manhattanville, in the State of New York,in which he un-
dertook to demonstrate that Hell was situated’ in the inside of this
earth, commencing about twenty-one miles from the surface, where
! granite begins to melt. He also affirmed that heat was the predom.
!| inant characteristic of this-abode of the damued, and illustrated the

! proposition by reference to the uniformly high temperature of every-
{ thing which had reaclied us from 'that quarter of our globe. He at-
tempted to illustrate his position by quotations from scripture, and
then proceeded to show-from the evidence of eminent natural phi.
losophers, and from well known natural phenomena, thatthe iaterior
of the earth was in a staté of intense incalescence: scarcely conceiva-
ble to human understanding.

No popular cotemporary historian of the Augustan age of the Ro-
| mao votld said, knew, or cared aught concerniug such obscare Ju-

dean fanatics and agitators as the Nazarene mystic Jesus or the
apostate Pharisee Saul. And it is thusin all ages—we trust not so
palpably in ours—~—that the destinies of mankind, whether for good or
evil, are shaped and remodeled by influences humble and despised
in the day of their activity.

-

Mz. Caxrserr’s Visit.—The following is taken {rom the Ilurbin.

oer:
ger:

In response to al}l inquiries tduching where we shall spend our-
next vacation, we would say, that the health of myself and wife de-
mand that we should relax our labors' and travel abroad; and all
things concurring, we desire to visit the Cauadas, and to see our '
brethren in her Majesty’s dominions. Bt as yet, cannot nmke any’

i
t
appointments as-to time or place. !
!
1

A C

Glad tohear it. We believe the Collega vacation referred to, |
dates from the fitst week of July—say the 6th or 8thof July. But:|
it is'possible thatMr. Campbell may notibe prepared-to leave Beth-;
any untila week.or-two later.

EZE™ Why:do wenot reccive the ¢ New York Clronicle””sincé.
its present-editors have tiken ‘their official seats ? {l.
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