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PREFACE.

& I Application to Parliament by the late
A Adventurers and many confiderable Mer=
chants in the moft confiderable Trading
Ports in Britain, for opening the Trade into
Hudfons Bay, and extending it through the North
Weftern Continent of America, to enable them
by that means to havée perfected the. Difcovery
of the Paffage to the South-Sea, without any
Expence to the Publick, baving been prepared,
and éxpelted by great Numbers awho were will-
ing to profecute that Diftovery, and extend the
Britith Trade; but meeting with anunforefeen Ob-
Struction, from whence it was leaft expected, the
Adventurers and Merchants bave thought it pru-
dent to poftpone it. The following Papers baving
been publifted to give the Lords and Comimons a
Jhort View of the Trade to Hudfon’s Bay, as
it is at prefent managed, and what Improve-
ments might bave been made to it, and Reafons
Jrom the late Difcoveries to believe there is a
Navigable Paffage to the South-Sea; if has
oeen thought advifable to lay them before the
Az Publick,
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PREFACE.

Publick, and at the fame Time what Steps bad
been taken by the late Adwenturers, and bow
- far they bad proceeded and prepared Matters,
and were ready to make good the Allegations of

their intended Petition, with their Reafon for

pofponing it as well for their Fuflification,

as of the Perfon who bad propofed and promo-

ted’the Difcovery, that theybave done all they

could towards st, and ‘that if the Diftovery

and Benefits arifing from extending the Trade

35 delayed, that neitber the Adventurers nor be
can be blamed for it,



N ASHORT
NARRATIVE &:«?c.

ReWardof TwentyThoufandPonnds
W  having been granted by Parliament
® in 174:5. ‘upon the Petition of fe-
: “® yeral Merehants and others who
:propofed becoming Adventyrers for finding
out a-Navigable Paflage to the Weftern and
-Southern Ocean -of America, to fiich of his
Majefty’s Subjedts whothould perfedt the fame;
a Subfeription was immediately opened under
feveral Articles agreed npon; and a.Committee
ndnied in i, who were to be afterwards che-
fenn -Apnually, -in -Order to make up a Hun-
dred Subfcriptions at 100 1. per Share, with.a
Power -in -the Committee, to call upon the
-Subfcribers for 20 perCfnt ‘if found necefla-
-13,"but no-mere: but it being toolate.to fit cut
-Ships that Summer, the: Subfcnption was conti-
nued open until next Spring, 1746. and only so
sper-Gent. depofited, which was laid out in Faf
-dndia-Bonds. - At -a.general Meeting then fum-
moned, ‘the fanie Comumittee were continued,
and: though only 70 Shares .were fubfcribed of
‘the 100 propofed, ‘the Committee” were em-
powered to proceed, having a Power to c;ll

4 or
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for 30 per Cent. more, in Cafe no more Sub-
fcriptions were made,
- ~Uponwhich Two Ships wefe fifted out under
the Command of the Captains Moor and Smith,
the only Two who could be got, who were
acquainted with the Navigation into Hudfon's
Bay; and upon the Return of the Ships in
Oclober 1747. the Adventurers finding them-
felvés defeated in their Expeations; by the
Timidity, ill Condu&, or bad Inclinations of
fome of the €ommanders and Cotncil,-and a
-greater' Sum expended,” after difcharging - the
Seamen; than the Original Subfcriptionamount-
ed to, which the Committee were obliged to
‘pay, as'they had no further legal Claim upon
the Subfcribers ; and at the fame Time hav-
‘ing much fironger hopes of finding out the
Paflage, from the feveral Inlets éntered into
(though not thoroughly fearcheéd) or feen,
though pafled by and negletted, as well as
“from other Obfervations made from the Tides,
Currents, Whales, &c." but finding that be-
fore the Difcovery could be perfected, it muft
- be attended with a more confiderable Expence,
above half the Premium to be given, being
~expended upon the lafi Attempt. As they
- were advifed by Council, that the exclufive
Trade claimed by the Hudfon’s Bay Company;
was an Illegal Monopoly, and that their Grant
of Lands was originally Illegal, and an Im-
pofition upon the Crown, by its having no
Limits North, South nor Weft, or was be-
- come. voidable by the Non-ufer or Abufer
of their Grant. Upon thefe Accounts think-

ing



[71
ing they had at leaft as much Merit to plead as-
the Company had, when they obtained their
Grant ; as having expended much more Money
upon their Difcovery, .than the Company had:
done when they petitioned for their Charter. -

The Committee, on behalf of the Adven-
turers, thought it advifable to apply by Peti=
tion to his Majefty to be incorporated, and to
be empowered to Trade as a Company, and
to take up fuch Lands in the Bay as were not
occupyed by the Company, upon Condition
of their fettling fuch Lands in a limited Time,
and profecuting the Difcovery of the Paflage.
Upon this they wrote to the feveral Adventurers,
purfuant to one of theArticles fubfcribed,to know
‘who were willing to pay their Proportion of
the Paft, and contribute to the future Ex-

ence of the Application for a Charter : which
moft part agreed to, but the others quit.

The Petition being prepared and given in
to his Majefty in Council, was referred by them
toa Committee of Council,and bythe Commit-
tee was referred to the Attorney and Solicitor
General, and was there oppofed by the Hud-
for’s Bay Company ; and after feveral Hear-

ings, the Attorney and Solicitor General made
- their Report, which with the Petition recited
in it, is annexed to this Paper.

It appears by this Report, that there is no-
thing in Favour of the Company’s Title to
their Land and exclufive Trade, but a long
undifiurbed Pofleffion, which they advifed
his Majefty not to declare againft the Validity
‘of it, until a Judgment fhould be obtained in

a Court
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a Court of Juftice to warrant it, allowing at
the fame Time that the Company have no.
Right to deprive the Merchants or Adven-
turers of the Ufe and Prote@ion of their Ri-
“yers, Ports and Faories, "

But as to the Non-ufer or Abufer of the
Company, the Charge upon-that Head, from
the - feveral Affidavits annexed to ~ their
Repott, they thought -either not fufficiently
fupported in point of Fa&; or ina great Mea-
fure acecounted for from the Nature and Cir~ -~
cumflances of the Cafe, = T

- From this Part of the Report, it is neceffas
1y to thew the Reafon of its- being mentioned
{oin the Report, -~~~
~ Upon the Petition being referred,  feveral
-Affidavits were made on behalf of the Petition
to fupport the Allegations of -it, which were
~ then thought {ufficient, and filed early in the

proper ‘Office. The Hudfin’s Bay-Company,
o prevent any Ships being fent ocut upon the
Dilcovery laft - Summer, delayed making any
Affidavits in their Joftification, for™ many
‘Weeks : and the Petitioners “being tired out
‘with thefe Delays, prefled for a Hearing Ex
Parte, and then the Evening before the Hear-
ing, the Company filed feveral Affidavits to
endeavour to invalidate thofe given in againft
them, moftly Evafive or lllufory, and fome
of ‘them apparently contrary ‘to Truth *,

* The Affidavits to.fupport the Petition were made by

Fobn Heatber Carpenterswho had built Henly- Houfe above
S S dlpenny
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the Petitioners thinking it imprudent to délay
the Hearing; thete was no Time to get & Sight

ot

Albany, Chrifigpher Banifizr Gun<maker, Robert Grifftn
Goldfmith, Edward Thomfon afid Facoh Taylor Sirgeons,
who had all refided feveral Years at the feveral Fatories
in Hudfer’s Bay, and were all filed in February, and up-
on Notice given, the Company’s Solicitor immediately
took Copies -of thém ;- but no Affidavits having been given
in by the Compary, ‘the Petitioners apprehending affected

delays, they applied :to:the Attorney and Solicitor ‘General
for ‘an Attendance, and on the 21ft of Aarch ‘they ap-
pointed the Morday following for dn: Attendance. of -all
Partics, This was done to oblige the Company. to file
their Affidavits 3 their Solicitor then declared they had a
-Number of Affidavits to file, which he.could not get rea=
dy o foon, and defired the hearing to be put off, until af~
ter the Holydays, and he would file. them the Week be-
fore Eafter, in which they weré indulged, and a Som-
-mons was iffued for a Hearing the 20th of April. Affi-
davits weré accordingly prepared, and being called upon
before the Holydays, they faid they .would file none, but
would try their Fate upon the Validity of their Charter,
.and referve them until after the Hearing, and then file
them if neceffary, but afterwards with a View of poftpo-
ning the Hearing, or of preventing our anfwering to them
in Time, as afterwards appeared, they filed them the
Evening before the Hearing, » ‘

- As Objections were made by their Council to the Ca-
pacity of our Witneffes, and boafting of the Superior
Knowledge and Capacity of the Company’s Witnefles, it
may be proper to mention theirs, to fhew their Capacity,
as alfo the Names of thofe for thé Petitioners, who gave.
in Affidavits to fupport the firft Affidavits, and to thew
the Evafivenefs or Falfity of thofe'given in on bebalf of

_ the Company to juflify their Conduét under their Charter.
Their Affidavits were made by Fofeph Ifbeffer, who had
been taken a Lad from the Or#nies, and bound an Ap-
- prentice to Captain Middleton, and by his Intereft was af-
terwards made Maftet of a fmall Sloop, and from that
made Governor of Albany. B
' By
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or Copy of their Affidavits: but as the Hear-
ing and Reply took up feveral Days, many
more Affidavits were filed on behalf of the
Petitioners, to fhew the Inconfiftency, Falfe-
nefs and Evafivene(s of the Affidavits made on
behalf of the Company ; but upon the Peti-
tioners Reply to the Company’s Anfwer, the

i By Thomas White, who went over a foremaft Man, and
‘was afterwards made Governor of Yor¢ Fort; by George
Houy who was bred a Gardener, afterwards made Go-sb
vernor of Moofe Fa&ory ; and by Richard Ford a Car-
‘penter, who had rebuilt YorZ Fort. Thefe only had re-
{fided in the Bay, and by being made Gentlemen by the
Company, had more Superior Knowledge than our Evi-
-dence. To thefe were added the Affidavits of George
-Spurrell, Fobn and Fonathan Fowler, and William Coates
who were then the Captains of their four Trading Ships ;.
-and by their feldom ftaying above a Fortnight at the Fac-
-tories .in the:Bay, could know very little of the Climate
or Country within Land ; the Others were only by Charles
Hay their Secretary, Henry Fefferies their Accomptant,
Henry Sparling, Anthony Lutkins, and Nicholas Lewis,
:who were Merchants and Furriers in London, and were
-never in the Bay, but related only to their Furs and T'rade,
and Hay’s Affidavit about their Difcoveries, which was
all evafive and indeterminate.
Thefe in every material Article were anfwered by the
Aflidavits of Arthur Dobbs Efq; Capt. William Moor,
Capt. Francis Smith, Henry Ellis Gentleman and Draftf-
man, Feremiah Weftal Mate, Fofeph Robfon Mafon and
. Surveyor, and Fobn Greenway Gunfmith, with further
- Affidavits by Arthur Dobbs, William Moor, Fobn Heather,
and Chriflopher Baniffer 5 none of which were allowed
to be read, except that of Elis, relative to the Difcovery.
The Affidavits of Sparling, who {wore Ermines and
Squirrels fkins 'were of fmall Value, and Lutkins and Lewis,
who {wore they were not worth a Penny per Dozen, be-
-ing fo notorious a Falfity, was thought not worth an-
fwering. :
Affi-
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Affidavits were objected to, as given in out
of Time; as by the Courfe of proceeding
they could not Reply to them, and only one
was allowed to be read relative to the Difco-
very of the Paffage, which was made by
Elis. So that thefe Affidavits never having
been read before, the Attorney and Solicitor
could not appear or be annexed to their Re-
port, or induce them to alter that Part of
their Report, as ‘it muft have done, had they
appeared in Evidence before them.

Upon this Report as the Petitioners could not
proceed or obtain a Charter to enable them
to profecute the Difcovery, and anfwer the
other Purpofes propofed in their Petition,
without entering into a dilatory and expenfive
Suit by Scire Facias, or Quo Warranto, which
they were advifed alfo, muft be carried on by
a Profecution from the Crown. :

The Petitioners were advifed that it would be
the fpeedieft, leaftexpenfive, and moft effectiual
Method, to petition the Houfe of Commons to
take the Hudfon’s Bay Charter and Trade in- -
to their Confideration, and to open the Trade
to the Bay, and to incorporate the Petitioners
and others their Affociates under proper Re-
gulations; and accordingly a Petition was pre-
pared, in which the Merchants of the City of
Glafgow and Town of Liverpool joined with
the Merchants of London and other Adven-
turers, and a Draught of it was fent to Bri/-
ol for their Concurrence as it was intended
for the general Benefit of the Britifh Trade,

B2 as
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as may appear from: the Petition prepafed

hereunto annexed.
This being all the late Adventurers and the
Meschants in the moft confiderable Trading
Ports, who had agreed to join in the Petition,
could do, when it was prepared, before they
wonld ﬁcn it, they thought it profer to fhew
it to fome Perfons of Capacity and Knowledgc
in Trade, and of Weight in Perliament, .for,
their Approbatxon and Concurrence, and if
approved of, to have their Support to it in the,
Houfe, if the Allegations were proved ; but
upon their Application to a Gentleman of
known Abilities, and extenfive Knowledge in
Trade, whofe eﬁabh{hed Chara&er had been
to extend all Trade; and lay open all exclu-
five illegal Monouohes in Trade, upon whom
they depended for his Countenance and Con-.
currence in {0 laudable an Application, as they.
efteemed it, they were furprized and concern-
ed to find he was in Opinion againft it, and
under a Prepofieflion in favour of the Hud-
Jow’s Bay Company, that they had done their
utmoft “in extending the Trade, that it could.
nof be further extended, that by opening the
Trade, or others embarkmg in it, might ruin
their Trade, and the Whole be lof’c and that
it would be hard to attack the Company’s
property. Whether this Opinion was well
founded, would have appeared upon the Proofs
of the Allegations of the Petiticn, had it been
preferred.  However, the principal Merchants
who were defirous to have prefented the Peti-
tion, out of Deference ‘to his Judgment, and
net
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rot being. able to fupport a Petition, -which -
upon his Oppofition, fupported. by the Hud-
Jor's Bay Company, muft have been litigated
in every Step through beth Honfes of Parlia-
ment, have thought it prudent to drop: it at
this Time, until this Gentleman, and others
who have a Deference for his Judgment - in
Affairs of Trade, may after a more thoreugh
Confideration, think, as the trading Past of
the Nation do, that it will be a Publick Bene~
fit to fettle thofe Countries, extend the Trade
there, and by that means perfect the Difcovery
of the {o much defired Paflage. Arnd the Per-
fon who had promoted this Difcovery, after it
had been fo long dormant, to which he had
applied his Thoughts and Time for eighteen
Years, in Order to improv< the Wealth, Trade,
and Navigation of Britain, hopes it won't be
taken amifs of him, that after fo many Years
Trouble and Attendance, at a great Expence
to his Private Fortune, and Lofs to his Fa-
mily ; that he fhould hereafter retire, and
leave the Profecution of the Difcovery of the
Paffage and Extenfion of the Briti/h Trade
to fome more happy Adventurer ; having this
Confolation, that he has done the utmoft he
could for the Publick Good, and makes no
doubt but a little Time will thew, whether
thofe who have promoted, or thofe who op-
pofe the Profecution of the Plan here laid
down, have judged beft for the good of Bii-
tain. .However, from this Purfuit, fo far is
determined and known, that all the Merchants
of Britain have an equal Right to Trade in

: Hudfon's
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Hudfm s Bay as ‘the Conhpany, ané to have
the Ufe of their Rivers and Ports; and that
a. permanent Reward is fixed, to any of his
Majefty’s Subje@®s who fhall hereafter perfe
the Difcovery of the defired Paffage. And
he hopes that fome other  private Britifh Ad-
venturerswill. foon raife theirFortunes and Fame,
by perfecting the Difcovery of it ; left by our
neglect, other Nations may not only reap the
Benefit of the Difcovery, bat alfo the Honour |
of having perfected it to the cternal Reproach
of thls Klncdom

To
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To the RIGHT HONOURABLE

The Lords of a Committee of
His MajeEsTY’s moft Ho-
nourable Prlvy Counc1l

May it pleafe your LORDSHIPS

N humble Obedience to your Lord{hlp s
Order 'in Council of the 4thof February
laft, reprefentmg, That by an Order in Coun-
cil, bearing Date the 26th Day of Fanuary
laﬁ there was referred to your Lordthips, the
humble Petition of Arthur Dobbs, Efq; and
the reft of the Committee, appomted by the
Subfcribers, for finding out a Paffage to the
Weftern and Southern Ocean of America,
for themfelves and the other Adventurers ;
and that your Lordfhips having taken the faid
Petition into Confideration, were pleafed to
refer the fame to us, to conﬁder thereof, and
report our Opinion- thereupon to your Lord-
1ps.

- Which Petition fet forth, that the Petiti-
oners in the Year 1746 did, at their own Ex-
pence and Charges, fit out two Ships, upon an
Expedition in fearch of the North-weft Paf-
fage to the Weftern and Southern Ocean of
America, in order to extend the Trade, and
increafe the Wealth and Power of Greas Bri-
tain, by finding out new Countries and Na-
tions to trade with, as well in the Great North-
4 weftern
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weftern Continent of America beyond Hud-
fow’s Bay, as in-Countries ftill farther diftant,
and hitherto unknown to the Exropeans; and
dlfo to many large and populousIflands in that
Great Weftern Ocean. -«

That the Petitioners by means of the faid
Expedition have. made - feveral. Difcoveries of
Bays, Inlets, and Coafts before unknown, and
have a reafopable ProfpE&t of finding a Paffage

‘to the Sonthern Ocean by fea, ajthough the
Difcovery may riot “be perfected -without re«
peated Frials, upon account of the Difficulty
and Danger of Searching different unknown
Inlets' and Streights, and failing’ through new
" 8eas; and of procuring Men of ‘Refolution,
Capacity, and Integrity to purfue it effecs
tuglly. j , B
“ That the Petitioners find, that the Reward
of 2coco /. given by Parliament is not ade-
‘quate to the Expence the Adventurers muft
be at to perfe&t the Difcovery, they having
already expended above half that Sum in their
late Expedition. ' S
" 'That the Petitioners find, that upon a former
“Attempt, his Majefty’s Predeceflor King
Charles the Second, as a fuitable Encourage-
ment, granted a Royal Charter to the Gover-
nor and Company of Adventurers trading to
Hudfor’s Bay, making them a Body Corporate
for ever, upon their Petition fetting forth,
that they had at their own proper Cofts and
Charges, made an Expedition to difcover a
new Paflage into the South Sea, and for find-
ing fome Trade of Furrs, Mines, and other
' ' Commodities
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COmmodltles, -and gave them the fole Proper-
ty of all the Eands they fhould difcover, to-
gether with” an exclufive Trade to all the
Countries -within Hudfon's Streights, not in
Pofleffion of any of his Subje@s, or of any
othér Chriftian” Power, with the Royalties of
Mines, Minerals, Gems and Royal Fifh, to -
enable them to find out the Pafluge, extend
the Trade, and to plant the Countries they
thould dxfnover paying two Elks and two
black Beavers- whenever and as often as his
Majefty. and his Succeflors {hould enter their
Territories, granting to them the greateft pri-
vileges, as Lords Proprletors faving only their
Faith and Allefnance to the Crown of Great
Britain.
* The Petitioners beg leave to obferve, that
the faid Comipany have not fince eﬂ"eé’tually
or in earneft fearched for the faid Paflage, but
have rather endeavoured to conceal the fame,
and to obfiru® the Difcovery thereof by
others ; nor have they made any new Difcovery
cither upon the Coaft, or in the Inland
Countries 'ﬁdj umng to Hudjbn s Bay, fince the
Grant of their Charter, nor have they taken
Pofleflion of, or occupxed any of the Lands
granted to them, or extended their Trade in-
to the Jnlind Parts of the adjoining Conti-
nent, nor made any Plantations or Settlements,
except four Fa@ories and one fmall trad'ng
Houfe, in all which they have maintained in
Time of Peace about one hundred and twenty
Perfons, Servants to the Company ; nor have
they allowed any other of bis Majefty’s Sub-

C JC&\



[ 18]
je&s to-plant, fettle, or trade in any of the
Countries adjoining to the Bay, granted to
them by their Charter; yet have connived at,
or allowed the French to encroach, fettle and
_trade within their Limits, on the fouth Side
of the Bay, to the great Detriment and Lofs
of Great Britain. -

That the Petitioners being defirous to pur-
fue the Difcovery of the Paflage to the Southern
Ocean of America, by Land or by Water,
will engage not only to profecute the fame un-
til it be fully difcovered, as far as practicable,
but alfo to {ettle and improve the Land in all
the Countries on that northern Continent, by
making Alliances with, and civilizing the Na-
tives, and incorporating with them, and by
that Means lay a Foundation for their be-
coming Chriftians, and indufirious Subjeéts of
his Mujefty; and alfo extend the Brizzfh Trade
into the Heart of that northern Continent,
around the Bay, and into fuch Countries as
they may difcover beyond it in the Weftern
Ocean, and to ufe their utmoft Endeavours to
prevent- the French Incroachments. upon the
Britifh Rights and Trade in that Continent,

In order therefore to enable the Petitioners
to profecute and bring to Perfettion fo valua-
ble a Difcovery, and to civilize the Natives,
and fettle the Lands without lofs of Time,
and that the Trade and Settlement of fuch ex-
tenfive Countries may not be longer delayed,
or perhaps for ever loft to his Majefty, and

his
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his Succeffors, by the Incroachments of the
French, ' '
The Petitioners moft humbly pray, that his
Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed to incor-
porate the Petitioners, and the other Sub-
fcribers for finding out the faid Paffage, or
fuch of them, and fuch other Perfons as they
fhall engage in the faid Undertaking, and theic
Succeflors for ever, and grant to them the
Property of all the Lands they fhall difcover,
fettle and plant, in a limited Time in the
northern Continent of America, adjoining to
Hudfon’s Bay and Streights, not already occu -
pied and fettled by the prefent Company of
Adventurers trading to Hudfow’s Bay, with
the like Privileges and Royalties as were granted
to the faid Company. And that his Majefty
would be pleafed to grant unto the Petitioners
(during the Infancy of their Settlements) an
exclufive Trade for fuch a Term of Years as
may be granted to Difcoverers of new Arts
and Trade, to all fuch Countries into which
they fhall extend their Trade by Land or by
Water, not already granted by A& of Par-
liament to other Companies, referving to the
prefent Company of Adventurers trading to
Hudfon’s Bay, all the Forts, Faories, and
Settlements they at prefent occupy and poffefs,
with a reafonable Diftri round each of their
Poffeffions and Fatories; or that his Malefty
would be pleafed to grant the Petitioners fuch
other Relief and Encouragement, as to his
Majefty in his great Wifdom thould feem

meet, '
Cz2 We
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. 'We have taken the fame into Confideration
and have béen attended by Coancil both in
behalf of the Petitioners and the Hudfir's Bay
Company, who oppofed the Petition as it in-
terferes with their Charter.
- The Petitioners infifted on- two general
Things.

That the Company’s Charter was either vmd
in'its original Creation, or became forfeited by
the Con‘pany s Conda@ under it.

That the Petitioners have by their late At-
tempts to difcover the North-weft Paflage, and
Navigation in thofe Parts, merited the Favour
petitioned for.

As to the firft, the Petiti'oners' endea-
voured to fhew that the Grant of the Cour-
. try and Territories included “ih the Com-
pany’s Charter was void, for the Uncertainty
of its Extent being bounded by no Limits of
Mountains, Rivers, Seas, Latitude or Longi-
tude ; and that the Grant of the exclufive
Trade within fuch Limits as thefe were, was
a Monopoly, and void on that Account.

‘With refpeét to both thefe, confidering how
. long the Company have enjoyed and acted
under this Charter, without Imerruptlon or
Encroachment, we cannot think it advifable
for his Majefty to make any Exprefs or im-
plied Declaration againft the Validity of it,
until there has been fome Judgment of a
Couit of Juftice to warrant it; and the rather,
becaufe if the Charter is void in either re-
{pe&, there js nothing to hinder the Petitioners
from exeraﬁnor the fame Trade which the

Company
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Company now carries on ; and- the Petitioners
own Grant, if obtained, lel itfelf be liable,

in a gréat Degree, to’ the fime Objection,

" As to the fuppofed forfeiture of the Com-
pany’s Charter, by Non—ufer or Abufer, the
Charge upon that Head is of feveral Sorts,
viz. That they havé not difcovered, nor fuf=
ficienitly atteimpted to difcover the North-weft
Paflage into the South-Seas'or Weftern Ocean.
——That they have not extended their Settle-
ments through the Limits of their Charter,

That they have defignedly confined their
Trade to 'a very narrow Compafs, and have
for that Purpofe abufed the Indians, pegleted
their own Forts, ill treated their own Se*vants,
and encouraged the French.

But on Confideration of all the Evidence
laid before us, by many Affidavits on both
Sides (herewith mclofed) we think thefe
Charges are either not fufficiently fupported in
Point of Fa&, or in a greatMeafure accounted
for from the Nature and Circamftances of the
Cale,

As to the Petitioners Merit, it confifls in
the late Attempts made to difcover the fame
Paffage, which however as yet unfuccefsful
in the main Point, may probably be of Ufe
hereafter in that Difcovery, if it thould ever be
made, or in opening fome Trade or other, if
any fhould hereafter be found practicable, and
have certainly coft the Petitioners confiderable
Sums of Money.

But as the Grant propofed is not neceflary,
in order to profecute any future Attempt of the

like
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like Kind, and the Charter of the Hudfon's
Bay Company, does mot prohibit the Peti-
tioners from the Ufe of any of the Ports, Ri-
vers, or Seas included in their Charter, or de- -
prive them of the. Prote&ion’ of the prefent
Settlements there, we humbly fubmit to your
Lordfhip’s Confideration, whether it will be
. proper at prefent to grant a Charter to the
Petitioners, which muft neceffarily break in
upon that of the Hudfon's Bay Company, and
may occafion great Confufion by the interfer-
ing Intereits of two Companies fetting up the
fame Trade, againft each other in the fame
Parts, under the like exclufive Charters.

All which is" humbly fubmitted to your
Lordfhips Confideration.

D. RyDER,
: W, MURRAY.
10th Auguff, 1748.
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~ Tothe HONOURABLE S .
The COMMONS of Great Brz-
zam in Parhament aﬁ'embled

T be bum&le Petition qf the urzder-wrztten Mer-
chants and others, late Adventurers for find-
ing a navigable Paffage through Hudfon's

- Streights to the South Sea or Weftern Ocean,
and for extending the Britith Trade into,
and through that vaft Traét of Country, ly-—
ing between Hudlon’s Streights and the faid
Ocean, on bebalf of themfelves, and other
Merchants and Inbabitants of the Cities of -
London, Briftol and Glafgow, and the
Town ty’ Liverpool. ,

SHEWETH,

A HAT his Majefty hath an undoubted
Right to all the Countries of North
America, from the eaft Coaft of Labrador
north of Newfoundland, to the utmoft Lands
to the weftward of Hudfon’s Bay, not only on
" account of the firft Difcovery of that Country
having been made by Brififb Subjects em-
ployed by his Maijefties Predeceffors, but alfo
by folemn Treaties, particularly the Treaty of
Utrecht, confirmed by {fubfequent Treaties,

Tha.t
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That the Trade to thefe Countries for Frs,
Peltry, Fith, Whale-fin, and Oil; as wcll
as for Minerals, Pitch,-Tar, and other valu-
able Commodmcs 3 1n return for the Woolen,
Iron,*and other Manufactures of this King-
dom, ‘may be greatly increafed and imiproved,
if the Country was fetrled, and the Trade ex-
tended into the inland Parts, by the Rivers
and Lakes, by civilizing and converting the
Natives, - making = Alliance with them, and
allowmg them "an. equitable and reafonable
Profit from the Trade, -and by making Dif-
coveries. over Land ‘to "the weltern' American
Ocean; -and fill greater Improvements may
be made, and more expeditioufly, if a navi-
gable Paflage fhould be found to that Océan,
of which there is ftill the greate(t Profpet
from the Openings feen, and other Obferva-
tions made, in the laft Attempt for that Pur-

ofe.

That feveral of your Petitioners, at a very
confiderable Expence, for the publick Ends
and Purpofes aforefaid, and upon the En-
couragement given by Parliament, became
Adventurers to_ difcover the faid Pa(Tage and
in this Attempt made Difcoveries of feveral
Bays, Inlets, or Streights, ‘never known or
fearched into before, from which, and the
Obfervations arifing therefrom, they have the
greateft Hopes of there being a navigable Paf-
fage through thefe Openings, or fome of them,
to the weftern Ocean.

That your Petitioners might have made
ftill-greater D)ff‘overxes, very probably, to the

3 finding
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finding the Paffage itfelf, and thereby have
enlarged the Britifb Trade and Navigation,
had they not been greatly difcouraged and
obftructed therein, by the Company of Ad-
-venturers trading into Hudfon's Bay, who in-
ftead of giving them the Protection and Affif-
tance they might have expected took all Mea-
" fares to difcourage and prevent their entering
into their Rivers,fand tohinderthem from getting
proper Refrefhments from the Natives when
wintering there, the faid Company endeavour-
ing to exclude all other his Majefty’s Subjects
from thofe Seas, Rivers, and Countries ; and
in Pretence of an extraordinary Charter, grant-
ed to them by King Charles the Second,
which if valid, givesthem a Property for ever
in all thefe Countries, Seas, and Rivers, and
alfo an Exclufive Trade to all Countries be-
yond the Entrance of Hudfon's Streights ; but
this Charter both with regard to the Property
in the Lands, and alfo the exclufive Trade,
is, as your Petitioners are advifed and appre-
“hend, illegal in its original Creation, the Grant
of the Soil having no Limits or Bounds to the
North, South, or Weft, and the Grant of
Trade being exclufive, and to continue for
ever, which without the Aid of an A& of
Parliament, is, as your Petitioners are advifed,
a Monopoly and contrary to Law.

That if the faid Grant was originally valid
{which your Petitioners moit humbly appre-
hend it was not) yet the. faid Company have
not in any fort complied with, or fulfilled
the Intention of the faid Charter, which was

: D granted
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granted to them on Exprefé Condition, that
they fhonld fettle in thofe Countries, make a
Plantation or Colony there, fimilar to the o-
ther Colonies of ﬂmerzczz, that they thould
ufe their utmoft Endeavours to find out a Paf-
fage to the weftern or fouthern Ocean of 4-
merica, and to extend the.Trade of Greaf
- Britaiz ; and though thefe were the three:great
and principal Ends and Views of the Charter, yet
the Company have not complied with any
one of them: For it is a Fa& notorious, that
they have not fet:led, or {o much as attempted
to fettle any Plantation or Colony, in any Part
of that vaft Tra& of Land; and it is equally
certain, that they have not only not found out,
a North-weft Paffage, nor determined by any
Searches they have made, whether there be
fuch a Paffage or not, nor ufed the proper
Means for that Purpofe themfelves, nor en-
couraged others to do it, but fo far from it
have, contrary to the expxefs Intention of their
,Charter done all in their Power to prevent
fuch Difcovery from being ‘made by others,
and for that Purpofe bave made ufe of the
Powers given them by their Charter, to de-
feat the great Purpofes for which it was prin-
~cipally given. And your Petitioners moft hum-
bly averr, that in two Years they have gone
further and done more at their own priv.te Ex-
pence, towards this important Difcovery, than
the Company have done in the great Length
of Time fince the granting of their Charter,
and with the Stock of the Company, the few
Attempts they have made being colourable
and
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and elufory only; and to fave Appearances, as
will evidently appear, when they are called
upon to produce the Inftrutions from time to
time given on this Head to, and the Journals
and Accounts of the Captains they have em-
ployed in the Service, and the Charts and
Plans they have from time to time difcovered,
and inftead of enlarging and increafing the
Trade of the Kingdom; they have {o far re-
firained and confined it, that there is not a
fingle Merchant in London of any Confidera-
tion; that does not export annually Commo-
dities to a much larger Amount; than the faid
Company; whofe annual Exports does not ex-
ceed: communibus annis 4000 [. a year, fo that
they have in no refpet anfwered, but on the
contrary done all in their Power to defeat the
great and principal Defign of the Royal
Grant. '
. That your Petitioners have the greateft Rea-
fon to believe, that if thofe Countries were fet-
tled, and the Trade under proper Regnlations,
laid open for the general Good of the Na-
tion, that it might be greatly extended and
increafed, and great Quantities of Woolen,
Iron, and other ManufaGures, and valuable
Produce of this Kingdom be annually exported
for very valuable Returns, thofe Countries be-
ing very capable of being fettled on the South
and weft fides of the Bay, the Climate there
within Land being as mild as the Countries
in Europe in the fame Latitude, that is, from
the Latitude of Peterfburg and Bergen in

o D2 Norway
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Norway in 60° to the Southward of the Las-
titude of London in 51° 30" :
That your Petitioners are willing and defi-
rous to ufe their utmoft Endeavours to extend
the Britifb Trade and Navigation by promos
ting the Settlement of thefe Inland Countries,
by civilizing, converting and making Friend-
thip with the Natives, and by puthing on Dif--
coveries, as well over Land as by Sea, to the
Weftern Ocean of America ; but which they
cannot attempt with any Profpect of Succefs,
whilft the faid Company are in Pofleflion of
their prefent Charter. For notwithftanding
the Illegality of the exclufive Trade thereby
granted to the Company, and the Right your
Petitioners may have notwithftanding to carry
on the fame Trade which the Company now
carries on, and to have the ufe of any of the
Ports, Rivers, or Seas included in their Char-
ter, or to the Protetion of their prefent Set-
tlements there, yet it is a Fa& very notorious,
and which your Petitioners are ready to make
appear in the cleareft and fulleft Manner, that
the faid Company being interefted to defeat
and prevent all Attempts for the faid Purpofes,
have obftructed your Petitiohers and -others
concerned in the two late Attempts for Difeo-
very of the faid Paffage, and denicd them the
Ufe or Protection of their Settlements.
Befides all which your Petitioners humbly
beg leave to reprefent that it will be abfolutely
impracicable for your Petitioners to carry on
and extend the Peltry or any other Trade in
thefe Parts, without having Settlements and
4 Land
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Land Factories, which your Petitioners caii-
not ere&t ualefs they have Lands granted and
fecured to thém for that Purpofe.

Therefore, and in confideration of  the:
Premifles, and as this is a Matter of Publick
and National Concern, and as this Honoura-
ble Houfe has always been ready to retrieve,
extend, and protet the Britifh Trade and
Commerce from all illegal, prejudicial, and
exclufive Grants and Monopolies.

Your Petitioners moft humbly pray this
Honourable Houfe to take the State and Con-
dition of the faid Trade to Hudfon’s ‘Bay and
the Countries adjoining into their Confi~
deration, and take fuch Methods as fhall be
effeCtual for laying open the faid Trade, and
for vefting Powers in his Majefty to incorpo=
rate your Petitioners, and their Affociates, and
to grant to them and their Succeflors for ever
the Property of all the Lands in the Countries
between Hudfon’s Streights, and the South
Sea or Weftern Ocean of America, not alrea-
dy occupied by the faid Company, which
your Petitioners’ fhall fettle and plant in a li-
mited Time, or which your Petitioners fhall
hereafier difcover and plant, in order to ena-
ble your Petitioners to fettle thofe Countries,
extend the Trade and Navigation of Great
Britain, and to afcertain the faid North-weft
Paflage, as to this Honourable Houfe fhall
feem meet ; or that this Honourable Houfe
will pleafe to takq: {uph othey Met}fode as.they
thall Judge m:ﬂ?c pmp&r for attammg (t;hefe

feat
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reat National Ends and Purpofes, atd for

ggeagvilji ;Zur Petitioners all fuch Engourage-

lheﬁgt as the Nature _of the Undertaking fhall

in the Judgment of this Honourable Houfe
deferve and require, -

And your Petitioner jball ever pray.
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