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I Lerr Bolaram at daybreak and spent twenty-
four hours very agreeably in the train with Sir
‘Donald Stewart and his aide-de-caml}, Colonel
Chapman. Then followed two interesting and
pleasant days at Poonah, where we were the
*  guests of General Hardinge. e
3 Poonah, one of the great military cantonments
of India and the,head-quarters of the Cominander-
VOL. II. - B
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2 INDIA [PART 1v,

in-Chief of the Bombay army, appears to be simply
magnificent. The Bund is a sort of park, inter-
sected by broad avenues and composed of gardens
surrounding the dwellings of the Europeans.

Here, very early in the morning, you see young
ladies riding on horses imported from England,
Hungary, and Australia, governesses in spectacles
taking an airing with their pupils, and smart pony-
carriages on their way to the lawn-tennis ground.
At eight o’clock all this animation has vanished,
together with the freshness of the morning. Silence,
solitude, sun, and dust are now masters of the
situation, and will remain so until nightfall. I
was shown the Council Hall, a hospital due to the
munificence of the Sassoons, some churches, a col-
lege, and other buildings, all of which together must
considerably impress the natives. And, in truth,
people who give such substantial pledges of their
settlement must surely have both the intention
and a good prospect of remaining in the country.
I am told that of all the Hindoo (not Mussulman)
territories subject to thé Indian Government, the
Mahratta States, and especially the most power-
ful of them all, that of the Peshwa, who was con-
quered and dethroned in 1818, are the only ones
where popular feeling has continued unfavourable
to English rule.
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~ No one who has visited Parvati will ever forget
it. It is a temple crowning an isolated hill. We
were ascending the broad steps leading up to it
when the elephant we were riding stopped short,
shook his trunk, and, uttering a hoarse cry, took to
pivoting on one of his legs like a circus-horse. I
imagined myself an aeronaut astride on the top of-
his balloon. Two young officers, who were with
me, and I began to laugh ; but the laugh was a bit
forced, and remained so until, thanks to the driver’s
goad, the unruly animal, returning to a sense of
duty, deposited us safe and sound in front of the
temple.
From the top of the surrounding wall we obtain
a bird’s-eye view of the sanctuary. Lower still
beneath our feet spreads a vast yellow carpet
flecked with black—the parched plain of Poonah,
dotted with little scattered groups of trees and
fringed by the summits of the Ghits and the
hills of Satara.! The sky is saffrcn-coloured,
and the setting sun lavishes its magic splendour
through a slightly misty atmosphere. The Brahman
of the temple points out to me a small wooded
piece of ground, saying: ¢ That is Kirkee, where
the English annihilated us” And he spoke the

! The mountain chains called the Ghats run parallel with the
ocean, on the east and west of the peninsula, and form the out-
lying slopes of the high tableland of the Deccan.
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truth. There, on this now historical plain, Mount- The
stuart Elphinstone, in 1817, planned, and his gene- ture.

rals carried out, the destruction of the formidable . Hindoo
empire of the Mahrattas. General Wellesley had ¢ studyin
previously arrested the Mahometan invaders on Y they a1
their way to conquer the South. Seringapatam . subject
.and Kirkee are stages on the royal road, bloody . me to]
and glorious, which led England through vary- . Everyo

ing disasters and success to the possession of are qui
India. Delhi has witnessed the achievement of the ~  could ¢

’ work. or seve
/ o \\;*vﬁ_ T check t
\ =] 1s prest
I paid two visits to the native town, one in the d1‘sscrm

morning and the other in the evening. These are of the

the hours when most animation prevails, especially 4 speec'h
the evening, when the twilight wraps in its trans- "« ]ut.e fre
parent veil the moving crowd, the processions, ’: this reg
- the wedding-parties, and the multitude, laden with 018
flowers, thronging round the temples. What a questiol
contrast to the cantonment of their English masters! be disct

to Eng]
some d
debate !

There is comfort, luxury, and magnificence; here
all is poetry. In Poonah the Mussulman elenli011t
exists side by side with the Hindoo, which pre-
dominates. But eyes more practised than mine
are needed to distinguish between them.

Sev¢
descend
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The College of Deccan is a handsome struc-
ture. In the spacious hall I found a dozen young
Hindoos, from eighteen to twenty years of age,
studying Bacon and Shakespeare! This evening
they are going to debate at a public sitting the
subject of * The English in India.” This seems to
me to be a somewhat delicate subject at Poonah.
Everyone talks to me of Englich prestige, and they
are quite right in doing so, for nothing but prestige
could ever enable a handful of civilians and sixty
or seventy thousand English soldiers to keep in
check two hundred and fifty million Indians. But
is prestige any the better for this kind of juvenile
dissertation? ¢Have the students,” I asked one
of the young English professors, ¢ full freedom of
speech at these academical discussions?’ ¢Abso-
lute freedom,” was his reply. This confidence and
this regard’ for the liberty of the individual seems
to me very fine, but is it prudent to allow the
question of the presence of the English in. India to
be discussed by young Mahrattas, whose devotion
to England is,at least doubtful?- Might they not
some day puj down on their list of subjects for
debate the qifestion of your departure?-

Seven hours of railway. The line, rapidly
descending the Ghits, winds along perpendicular




6 INDIA [PART IV.

rocks, passes round chasms and over blocks that
seem to be suspended in mid air, and finally, after
traversing a number of tunnels, comes out on the
shore of the Arabian Sea. The burning atmosphere
and the exuberance of a tropical vegetation remind
the traveller that he hassaid good-bye to the com-
paratively cool air of the Deccan.

Parell, February 9-12 and 14-16.—Sir' James
Fergusson, the Governor of ‘the Bombay Presi-
dency, having kindly offered me his hospitality, I
quit the railway at a station near Parell, where, six
miles from Bombay, stands the official rsgidence of
her Majesty’s representative.

Government House was originally a church and
college of the Jesuits, who were dispossessed in
1720 by the old East India Company. The lower
part of the nave forms the hall, the upper part the
large reception-room. The size and solidity of the
building are the only record of the old proprietors.
It is a magnificent structure, but has unfortunately
become unhealthy during part of the year, when
its inmates take refuge at Malabar Point, situated
in one of the healthiest quarters of the town, or
else at-the Government House near Poonah. Here,
as at Madras, I am struck by the splendour of the

arrangements, the number of servants, carriages,

Ao L2

CHAP. I1I

and hc
quiet,

of the

pean' p
pear €:
that In
those v
a style
and g1
Orient:
pomp

Bo
thousal
have e
It wou
have n
try to1

The
narrow
north b
the con
are was
the east
islets, a
triangle




€5

p BN
o R Tt
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and horses, the richness of the liveries, and the
quiet, tasteful, and wholly unostentatious luxury
of the establishment. Looked at from our Euro-
pean point of view, this sumptuousness would ap-
pear exaggerated. But it must not be forgotten
that India is not inhabited only by English ; that
those who govern this empire can hardly maintain
a style of living inferior to that of the Maharajahs
and great nobles of the country; and that the
Oriental measures the extent of power by the visible
pomp which attends it.

Bombay? has been painted and described a
thousand times, but neither painters nor writers
have ever succeeded in producing a good likeness.
It would seem to be an impossibility to do so; I
have no intention of attempting it, but shall only
try to record my impressions.

The town occupies the southern portion of along,
narrow island of the same name, connected on'the
north by a causeway with the island of Salsette/and
the continent. Bombay Island, the shores of which
are washed on the west by the Arabian Sea and on
the east by the placid waters of a gulf studded with
islets, and running up northwards in the form of a
triangle some distance inland, terminates towards

? The population 1s 778,000.




8 INDIA [PART 1V,

the south in two low tapering promontories of
unequal length. The western one, Malabar Hill,
the domain of power, fashion, and wealth, is
covered with pretty houses, cottages, and villas,
all more or less buried in rich tropical vegetation.
Officials, judges, consuls, and the notabilities
of the financial world have here deposited their
household gods. Everyone who thinks himself
somebody lives at Malabar Hill, and the Governor
comes regularly every year to spend a month or
two at Malabar Point. But in order to build and
live in this privileged region a white skin is in-
dispensable. Even the Parsees, the big moneyed
men of Bombay, are excluded from its precincts
while alive. Their dead bodies only are admitted
for the purpose of being devoured by vultures in
the Towers of Silence which occupy the highest
point of this earthly paradise.

At the extremity of the other promontory, that
of Colaba, the southernmost point of Bombay,
stand the observatory and the lighthouse.

Between these two tongues of land or promon-
toriesgtretch several quarters of the town. With
Malabar Hill and Colaba, they enclose on three
sides the shallow waters of Back Bay, navigable
only for small vessels.

The maritime life of Bombay is centred on the
eastern side of the island. The vast harbour, pro-
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CHAPT. 111.] BOMBAY 9

tected by the fort, opens out upon the gulf in front
of the island of Elephanta and the mainland. The
animation prevailing here is a proof of the import-
ance of the commercial metropolis of India.

One of the most attractive features of Bombay
is its variety—variety in the sites, in the appear-
ance of the streets, and in that of the population.
Starting from Colaba lighthouse, we proceed
northward between two sheets of water, inlets of
the ocean, and reach the Apollo Bandar. Thence,
after an excellent and well-served luncheon at the
Yacht Club, we penetrate into the town proper.
First comes the Esplanade with its imposing build-
ings, the Secretariat, containilﬁg the various public
offices, the university, and the sailors’ home;
farther on,the Anglican cathedral, built in 1718,
the town hall, and a host of other buildings sug-
gestive of modern English taste.

We next turn our steps towards the quarters
of the Parsees and Hindoos, where we are con-
stantly stopped, either by passers-by or by some-
thing curious, pretty, or hideous, but at any rate
novel, which rivets our attention. A few paces
more and we might imagine ourselves in Europe,
judging by the broad thoroughfares leading to-
wards Byculla, the northern suburb which gives
its name to a club far famed in the Anglo-Indian
world. Here the town ends, and noise and bustle
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cease abruptly. To return to Parell I had to cross

an immense and somewhat lonely flat, and that,

at night. But no matter ; in India, from Cape
Comorin to the banks of the Indus and the foot of
the Himalayas, the European—I do not say the
native—can travel by day or night in perfect
safety, under the talismanic protection of his white
skin.

But let us go back to the native town. With
the exception of the Parsees’ quarter, which, like its
inhabitants, has a character of its own, this part of
Bombay differs little from any other town of India.
But the people are different. In the first place
there are numbers “of women, whereas elsewhere
they are extremely scarce. Here you meet them
everywhere. Look at that group ; they are Parsee
women. You know them by their brilliant-coloured
robes and the artistic drapery of their shawls, their
slim, lissom, and graceful figures; their clear com-
plexions, their eyes fringed with long eyelashes,
and the oval outline of their cheeks which, like
their bare necks and arms, recall the masterpieces
of Greek statuary. Great animation prevails
amongst them. They are talking,
and laughing. To see an Indian s
but laughter is a thing unheard o
seen Hindoo servants draw tl
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CHAP, 111.] BOMBAY: 4

of deference to their master; but it was always a
grimace, and not a frank smile. Here, in good
society, no one thinks of laughing any more than
we do of yawning.

In the background, beyond this bright and
sunny group, under the shade of the houses, ap-
pear some Hindoo girls, each clothed in white
and carrying on her head a vase of classic shape
—real goddesses descended from Olympus, dis-
guised as simple mortals. The dervish, that scourge
of native society, with his ill-favoured coun-
tenance, spiteful look, and shaggy hair, and clad
with nothing but a few rags to hide his naked-
ness, is gliding among the busy crowd of men
of every race and every creed. This multitude,
now blocked by bullock-carts, now hustled back
by the smart carriages of European merchants,
surges to and fro between two rows of houses built
of painted or carved woodwork, and in front of
temples great and small, with their grotesque idols
displayed on théir facades. These sanctuaries are
not shut in by walls, but stand with their doors
opening on to the street, and devotees can go
freely in and out. Verily, the old gods still reign
supreme. The spirit of Christianity has not yet
prevailed over this form of civilisatipn, which,
though less perfect, is more ancient than our own.
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They are like two streams that meet, cross and dash
against each other, but never mingle.

Parell is surrounded by a park, but a tropical
one. The landscapes vary at every turn, but never
lose their local colouring. It is still the India of
the South ; clumps of bananas overhung by the
fanlike foliage of the cocoa-nut trees, tanks sur-
rounded by cocoa-nut trees,long avenues bordered
with cocoa-nut trees ; here and there small temples;
and the whole enlivened by the play of light and
shade. &

I have just returned from a long and beautiful
drive with the Governor. We have been to the
island of Salsette, the Malabar Hill of the Parsees,
whose pretty gardens and country houses extend
at intervals all along the shore. From a distance
these villas remind one of Europe; seen close by,
they are thoroughly Eastern. 3

On our way back we passed three or four
‘Portuguese,” that is to say Roman Catholic,
churches, where native priests officiate. The
generic name of Portuguese or Goanese is applied
by Anglo-Indians to those who are descended from
a Portuguese father and a native mother, and who
have more or less, in the course of centuries, re-
verted to the Indian type. These Goanese form
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\

the nucleus of the native Christian population of
this part of India. Although they have forgotten,
or rather have never known, the language of their
fathers, and speak a bad Hindustani, they retain a
lively attachment to the King of Portugal.

It is the height of the season here. At Parell
and in the city there are balls, dinners, routs, and
music-parties every night. Bombay keeps up its
reputation. Even in his day Mountstuart Elphin-
stone used to boast of the good style and gaiety
that prevailed in society here, and in this respect
he puts Bombay above Calcutta.?

At Government House even that etiquette
which is so strictly observed at the receptions
given by the Queen’s representatives in India and
the colonies is less rigid. \Everywhere else, in con-
formity with Court custom, the Governor, as repre-
senting her Majesty, never makes his appearance
until all his guests have arrived. At Bombay he
frees himself from this restraint, and appears in
the drawing-room, as Elphinstone remarks, quite
as a private gentleman.

I had the privilege of being present at one of
Sir James’s public breakfasts. The custom dates

8 Parell, December 38, 1819. Life of the Hon. Mountstuart
Elphinstone. London: 1884,

£
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back to the last century. A notice in the papers
invites to breakfast for the next day all those who
wish to speak to the Governor. They have only
to send a note overnight to his secretary and give
their name. Yesterday a great many were invited ;
amongst the company were Englishmen and natives,
including some Parsees. I don’t think that all
partook of the repast, but they sat together with
us at four large round tables. After breakfast a
move was made into the garden, and while we
smoked our cigars the host was able to talk with
everybody at his ease. This custom seems to me
worthy of being adopted as an official practice in
Europe. Only be gareful to talk business after,
and not before the meal !

To-night there is a grand ball at the house of a
Parsee magnate. The Parsees, as is well known,
form a most important element in the population
of Bombay. The ball-room was magnificently
decorated in a style half English half Oriental.
The master of the house seemed to me the type of
the Merchant Prince of the Arabian Nights, And
to think that this man will leave his corpse to be
devoured by vultures! The ladies of the family
did not applar. Only English ladies were there,
among them many pretty women, none decidedly
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plain, and all remarkable for the freshness of their
toilettes. [Everyone joined in the dancing, some
with an animation scarcely ‘justified by the tem-
perature, and others from a sense of duty. I saw
military veterans frisking about with the zeal and
devotion of men accustomed to obey orders.
English society does well not to recognise limits
of age. It leaves to Providence the business of
superannuation. Dancers in all countries, but
especially in Anglo-Saxon circles, are divided into
two classes—those who are inspired by the sacred
flame of Terpsichore, and those who are influenced
by conscientious motives, the men of duty. As
for the latter, I admire but pity them. Nothing
can be less amusing than their methods of amuse-
ment ; but nothing is more amusing than to see
them try to amuse themselves.

This afternoon, under the guidance of M.
Stockinger, the amiable Austrian consul, I was
taken, in spite of the stifling heat, to Malabar Hill.
On reaching the top we came to a high wall with
a gateway. The guards let us pass unhindered,
and we found ourselves in a delightful garden
filled with flowering shrubs. In this enchant-"
ing spot stand ‘three circular towers, without

The deep
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silence that reigns here, and gives to these
structures the name of Towers of Silence, is sud-
denly broken by the clapping of wings and the
screams of a host of vultures. They have left the
neighbouring jungle of the native quarter which
serves them as a haunt, and, swooping down upon
one. of the towers, close their ranks and form
a black circle round the top. Suddenly all is
silent again. Perfectly motionless, but with their
foul feathers ruffled up, these hideous birds await
their prey. It is not long in coming ; a small pro-
cession emerges from the gateway in the outer

wall. It is the c()rpse of a Parsee being brought
by his relations or friends. Two bearded men,
who are to throw the body to the vultures, walk
behind the bier. They are followed by other
Parsees in white robes. A halt is made before
two sacred dogs, whose duty, it seems, is to ascer-
tain the identity of the dead person. The two
men with beards carry the corpse into the en-
closure, where no one but themselves is admitted.
The birds swoop down immediately and devour it.
In less than half an hour their work is done, and
they fly away gorged with their meal, leaving
nothing but the skeleton. - This is left to bleach
until it becomes perfectly dry, and the bones ares
then removed from the grating and cast into a well

0

LT TSR SO ENE A N S S R

o

N o AR T &
o R S s AL

CHAP. IIL

in the
crumbls
At
century
by the
held th
the eart
The
part tal
shaped
and an .
amplene
one in 1
came, al
retain.
peninsul
quaintar
travellin
respect
Hindoos
speak E
alone in
way, in
do, the
Nearly a
frequent
relations
separates

VOL. 1
Al
N



\RT 1V,

these
sud-
the
the
hich
lpon
orm
l is
heir
vait
oro-
iter
ght
ien,
alk
her
ore
er-
WO
an-
ad.
it.

(-!' % a2 i

"
]
)
23
%

R R e L

e S R W RS
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in the middle of the tower, where in time they
crumble into dust.

A traveller towards! the end of the seventeenth
century explained this singular form of sepulture
by the veneration in which Zoroaster’s followers
held the elements, their object being to preserve
the earth from the pollution of a corpse.

The Parsees are well-made men, for the most
part tall of stature, with an aqtdlhua*hose,zﬂtn(nul-
shaped eyes, a grave, penetrating, thoughtful look,
and an Aryan profile. Their peculiar hats and the
ampleness of their robes, as also their features, put
one in mind of Persia, the land from which they
came, and the name of which they have tdken and
retain. Of all the races inhabiting tle¢ Gangetic
peninsula, theirs, in education, knpwledge, ac-
quaintance with foreign countries fand taste for
pean. In this
respect the difference between the Parsees and the

travelling, most resembles the Eur

Hindoos 1s remarkable. Many of the former
speak English. More than once, while rambling
alone in the native quarters, I happened to ask my
way, in English, of Parsees, and knowing, as they
do, the language, they were able to inform me.
Nearly all of them are merchants or artisans, and
frequent business dealings multiply their personal
relations with the English. Nevertheless, a gulf
separates the two races. European civilisation has
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been able to polish the surface; but has not gone
deeper. The,men themselves are not changed ;
tlwv still bow to the L]L‘lllCllt\, as they buwed some
'thousands of years ago.

To touch a mlp\d is” defilemeént. . These two

men with beards, themselves the meahest members

of their community in' the eyes of the Parsees,
wear .gloves and only touch thie bones with tg»xi;_rs'.
Fire would be defiled by burning the corpses;
water by committing them, as- the Hindoos do, to
sacred streams; air, by allowing' the -nauseating
emanations from decomposing bodies to mingle
with'it ; and earth, by l)m\lmr them mtlmmuuml
This is the explanation of the scene 1 have just
witnessed, not without emofion.” In Greek trave-
dies atrocious deeds are committed behind the
scene, so that the spectator sees very little of them,
but what he sees is seen through the prism of his
imagination, and the effect is all the mhore horrible.

But let us avert our eyes and .thoughts
from these disgusting fedsts of Harpies and look
around us. Bombay is at our féet, the city, the
bay and the sea! To the south-west a forest of
masts, the tops of which only are discernible, indi-
cates the harbour. Beyond it, on the horizon, are
rocks and islets of fantastic outline, some bare,

some carpeted with fern, and all of them gilded by

the sun. Right beneath us is one of the native

adys
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% quarters, Duried in" a sea of cocoa-nut palms,
and -above their waving tufts, through the open
fanlike tracery of their leaves, and behind the

: transparent mists of the distance, the imposing
+ buildings on the Esplanade and Colaba. Farther
% eastward stands a confused mass of houses, broken
n{g here and there by a spire—the actual city of Bomn-
l} bay.s . At your right, bathing the foot of the heights

-

an 'which you stand, is- the - Arabian Sea. The
panorama is one of the loveliest, and, from the
variety of its constituent parts,.one of the richest
that can ‘be seen ; it might ‘even be called unique.
But the contrast oflered by the Towers of Silence
prevents you from thoroughly enjoying it. Per-
haps, without moticing it, you feel upset, and you
leave the 'spot with- mingled feelings of pleasure
and regret.

A friend introduced me to a young Mussulman
Indian whq has studied in London and Paris.
“Sent to Europe when quite youpg he speaks Eng-
lish perfectly. We talked together, and in thé
course .of a conversation whichfrom the first took
a serious turn, I asked him, ¢ Db you believe in
what the Mahometan 1'('1i5_riu|1Lvn'inins you to
believe?” ¢ European civilisation contains nuthin}_f
that is contrary to my creed.” This was not an
answer. ‘Do you believe that Mahomet was the

)
-

¢
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prophet of God?’ ¢Yes, why not? What he
taught was the symbol of philosophical truth.
Further than this he would not commit himself.
.*What do you think of the Brahmans? Do they
believe in their innumerable gods ?’ ¢ No, they are
too enlightened for that. Those who have passed
through English schools cannot help seeing that the
idols are simply the symbols of philosophical truth.’
Symbols again! I begged him to tell me what he
understood by this term. He tried in vain to find
an answer. Vexation and embarrassment, and, if
I am not much mistaken, doubt, were depicted on
his mild and intellectual countenance. Yes, he
seemed to be doubtful about his symbol, and I
immediately changed the conversation. I am told
he is one of the most intelligent and best-informed
men of his class, but a vague and meaningless
term suffices him to explain everything.

This reminds me of a little incident that hap-

pened to me in Paris on December 2, 1851, the

day of the Coup d'état. 1 was strolling on the
Boulevards. Close to the Porte St. Denis, I ob-
served, in the centre of a group of people, a man
who, amidst the acclamations of his audience, kept
repeating the same words, ¢ Brethren, let us sit
down to the banquet of Nature’ Edging my
way through the crowd I asked him, ¢Brother,
what do youmean by the banquet of Nature ?’ He

4
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¢

hunted about for a reply, but could not find one;
then took to stammering something, became con-
fused, and ended by saying that a banquet was a

banquet—a banquet -such as is given to citizens in
America. His audience, who a moment before had
applauded him, becoming suddenly mistrustful, re-
peated my question in a more and more threatening
tone, and would probably have handled him roughly
had not a charge of cavalry, fortunately for him, dis-
persed the gathering and put an end to his embar-
rassment. To my mind it was like a flash of light :
a man in search of novelty, whether he tries to
find it in the paths of speculative philosophy or,
revolver in hand, upon the barricades, quickly
seizes hold of a formula suggested to him, but aban-
dons it with equal readiness under the influence of
the first sceptic that he meets. No doubt, at the
touch of science the mists of superstition vanish
and idols collapse, but not without leaving gaps
in the heart of their votary. Unless you fill up
these gaps by giving him new convictions, he fares
like a man who, to save himself from drowning,
clutches at a reed. He eagerly grasps the first
hollow formula or shibboleth that is offered to his
mind, but rejects it dn the first breath of doubt ;
the reed breaks in his hands, and he sinks into the
void.
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GGoa, February 12to 14.—Sir James Fergusson
having been good enough to place his yacht at my
disposal, I was able to visit Goa.

" On the 12th, at daybreak, the ¢Mary Frere’
left her moorings in Bombay harbour, and after
aliding rapidly along the low coast, above which
are seen the summits of the Ghéits, anchored the
next day at the same hour off Panjim, or New Goa,
the capital of the Portuguese possessions in India.
An enchanting picture was displayed before our
cyes as we arrived. Dense forests of cocoa-nut
palms clothe each bank of the Mandavi, which here
flows into the bay. Above these strips of verdure
rise, i a series of tiers, the lofty mountains, whose
summits are already bathed in light while the
Jackness of night still shrouds the valleys.

Panjim or New Goa, a pretty little town,
stretches along the water’s edge. Streets, running
steeply down to the river, are lined with hgnpa
some trees, that shelter the houses of the Indo-Por-
tuguese. Few women are to be seen, but a good
number of men, of more or less swarthy com-
plexion, according as more or less Indian blood runs
in their veins ; here and there a genuine white—
officer or employé—but of a livid and sickly white,
which is accounted for by the fevers of the district
All except the common people are dressed like
Europeans, and all carry enormous umbrellas. To
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judge from the way they drag their legs aftér them,
they might betaken for patients just outof a hospital.
These are, however, but idlers, who fly from the
dulness of their homes only to find it again in the
streets.

The Governor’s palace, an irregular assemblage
of rooms, called in Portuguese casas, pr houses,
because each one has a separate roof, is striking on
account of its irregularity, and presents all the
outward signs of slow growth. Nearly four centu-
ries of work have been bestowed on this venerable
edifice to complete it. Many of the| rooms are
hung throughout with portraits of Vijceroys, the
oldest of which goes back to 1505. The second in
order of time is that of Albuquerque; and the
series 1s continued to the present day. The laygy
number of these pictures, some of which are almost
destroyed by damp, whilst others are in an excel-
lent state of preservation, is due in the first in-
stance to the deadly climate, and, next, to the in-
trigues of the courtiersat Lisbon, who allow only two
or three years of government to these officials. This
collection is of the utmost historical interest, and
as illustrative of costumes it seems to me unique.

Except a few churches and the palace of the
Viceroys, there is nothing to attract attention but
the ancient residence of the archbishop, and that
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not so much on account of its architecture as of
the celebrity of its inmates.

Goa was, and to a certain extent is still, the
capital of the Roman Catholic world in India.
Thus the Portuguese Government always claims
for the Archbishop of Goa the title of Primate of
India, and for his Most Faithful Majesty the jus
patronatis of all the Roman Catholic churches
scattered throughout this vast empire. In virtue of
gloriovs memories which have no longer any more
than an historical value, of Papal bulls which date
back to the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and
of arecent Concordat which fails to substantiate its
claims, the Court of Portugal deliberately shuts its
eyes to such facts as the loss of its possessions,
which, with the exception of Goa, Diu, and one
other insignificant settlement, have passed to the
inglish Crown ; its evident incapability to provide
for the wants of so many churches scattered
throughout British India, and endowed, main-
tained, and partly founded by means of, and with
funds supplied by propagandas of the faith at
Rome and Lyons. The Cabinet at Lisbon, deaf
to all these arguments, persists in advancing and
supporting pretensions which the Holy See rejects,
and which the English Government, without going
into the merit of the question, likewise declares
inadmissible. The Roman Curia grounds its oppo-
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sition on the absolute inability of Portugal, both
from a spiritual and material point of view, to bear
the expense inseparable from the privileges that
she claims. Moreover, everyone admits the un-
deniable superiority of the European clergy, who
are employed by the propaganda of Rome, over
their native Goanese brethren. The English
Government does not object to the head of the
Roman Catholic Church, like Protestant missionary
societies, appointing his own agents and providing
for the requirements of worship and of the clergy
of his confession, but refuses to grant to a foreign
sovereign the exercise of sovereign rights over a
territory dependent on the English Crown.

I shall not retrace here the history of the in-
terminable transactions between Rome and Lisbon.
In 1838, a schism seemed imminent. In 1857,
after long negotiations, a -Concordat was finally
concluded which mitigated, but did not abolish, the
evils from which the Roman Catholic Church in
India then suffered, and suffers to this day. The
Concordat had allowed the jus patronatis of the
King of Portugal and the other privileges of the
Archbishop of Goa to remain valid in part of the
Presidency. This gave rise to uncertainties and
conflicts of jurisdiction between the priests sent
out by the propaganda and those of the Goanese
clergy ; often to new Portuguese pretensions ; and,
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on the part of the vicar-apostolic of Bombay, to fresh '“
appeals to the Holy See. A curious spectacle, a | z
strange anomaly, is this struggle, at one time se- 3
cretly, at another openly carried on, putting into d
confusion old Christian communities of India, and
compromising in Europe, the relations of a Roman
Catholic kingdom with the head of the Roman
(atholic Church. Here¢on the one hand, is modern
Portugal, who gives to the doctrines of philosophy
so large an influence on her Legislature and the or in sc
conduct of her affairs, invoking antiquated Bulls of Port
to retain the shadow of a‘state of things which be-
longs to the past.  On the other hand is the Holy
See, the most conservative of all Powers, claiming
for the constitution of the Church in India reforms origin t
which are recognised as indispensable : Portugal ? that th
fighting under the banner of the middle ages ;
lome, thanks to the force of logie, securing on
this issue t/l}c support of Protestant England.*
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The country between Panjim and Goa Velha
defies description. The old capital is situated
farther up the river, six to seven miles from the
town. Halfway stands a large market-town, or

shore nt
aldea, composed of wretched native huts, in keep-
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* Since my visit to Goa, Pope Leo XIII. has appointed an
apostolic' delegate for India. The negotiations are still proceeding.
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ing with their inmates. The men are naked all but
an apron round their loins, the women are clothed
in rags, the children swarm on heaps of dirt and
rubbish. What a contrast to Nature, here so
lavish of her smiles and treasures! In the same
village, on the slopes of a hill, are seen some fine
old country houses built of stone, each of them dis-
playing above the door the ancient escutcheon of
the family. I seemed to be at Lamego, or Viseu,
or in some other antique and veherable little town
of Portugal.” It is the Fidalgos’ quarter, whose
ancestors came over with the ¢conquerors.’
Nearer Panjim we crossed a long causeway, a
fine, solid sixteenth-century work, which owes its
origin to the Jesuits. Goanese freethinkers affirm
that the Fathers built it in one night with the
aid of the devil.

As we approach Goa the tower and part of the
facade of the church of St. Augustine stand out
from a screen of cocoa-nut trees. These ruins are
all that marks the site where once rose the proud
metropolis of Portuguese India. We land on a
shore now deserted, but delightfully shaded by
palm-trees, and, after walking a few steps, come to
the ¢ arch of the Viceroys,” on the site of what was
formerly the principal gate of the city, ornamented
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with a rudely sculptured bas-relief, commemorating
the features of Vasco de Gama. It is under this

~arch that the governors, on arriving here from
Lisbon, still make their solemn entry into Goa
Velha. They might just as well pass on one side
of the arch, for the city walls have disappeared, as
have also the houses and even the Viceroy’s palace,
of which nothing remains standing but the door-
way—before the conquest a part of a Jain
temple. The churches alone have survived the
general ruin. The services at the Sé or cathedral
are conducted by canons, and at the others by
lay priests, all of them natives. With a few excep-
tions, the buildings arein a good state of preserva-
tion, well kept up, and at certain festivals visited
by thousands of pilgrims, who flock hither from
Panjim and other parts of the colony. The most
ancient of them, that of St. Francis of Assisi, is a
fine massive structure, built immediately after
the capture of the town, in 1510, by the great ad-
ventirer Albuquerque. Although rebuilt since, it
bears the stamp of the Golden Age of Italy.

The Jesuit church of Bom Jésus was finished
in 1594. It contains the tomb of the great Indian
missionary St. Francis Xavier, due to the munifi-
cence of Ferdinand II. of Tuscany. The body lies
in a coffin of solid silver, which is evidently of an
earlier date than the reign of the Grand Duke. All
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these temples have a family likeness, but I give the
palm to that of St. Francis of Assisi.  In accord-
ance with Portuguese taste they are whitewashed.
(Carved wooden altars, some of them of later date
than the church, fill the niches, and, where there is
one, the apse ; but the architecture has the appear-
ance of late sixteenth-century Italian. The ex-
terior takes you back to Portugal. Goa was taken
on St. Catherine’s Day, and consequently you meet
everywhere with the image of this saint, with her
foot placed on the back of the last Moorish king,»
who lies prostrate before her. There is also a
large convent, inhabited by a sister ninety-five
years of age, the only one who has survived. When
she dies, the Portuguese Government, agreeably
to modern legislation, are. going to secularise this
building. S

The dean of the cathedral chapter, who was
born on the right bank of the Mandayi; acts as
our guide. He has a good and gentle priestly face,
but its livid paleness shows the unhealthiness of
the climate. The Governor’s aide-de-camp, who is
with us, declares that three or four days spent at
Goa Velha suffice to kill Europeans, ‘or at any rate
to give them fever.

The dean takes us to (\is house. He occupies
a set of large rooms in the chapter palace, the only
ones, I believe, which have not given place to the

v
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jungle. There is no want of space here. From
the windows you look out on the prinecipal square,
a strange sight ; the forest and the jungle have

overrun 1t; dense vegetation covers the ruins of

the "houses ; tufts of grass and brushwood are
growing on what was once the pavement. You
see nothing but churches. There is one at the
side forming the angle ; and in front, a little to the
left, a chapel half hidden behind the fronds of the
cocoa-palms marks the place where Albuquerque
entered the town. On the right side stands St.
Francis of Assisi, and close by, the cathedral;
farther off, behind a thick clump of palms, is St.
Gajetan, which 1s a little like St. Peter’s, at
Rome.

Deep silence broods over Old Goa. Morning and
evening, it is true, the bells call the faithful to
prayer. But their sound is lost in space, and no
one answers to the summons. Life has fled, and
there is nothing left but some priests, a nun, pan-
thers in plenty, and any number of snakes.

No language can give an idea of this mournful
tomb that contains the ashes of Heroic Portugal.
At the entrance the features of the first of its
conquerors, half eflaced by centuries. The churches
still standing, and their priests still officiating.
The Cross has sturvived the sword! All around,
trees and brushwood replacing the flowers we plant
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on tombs. Tt would need the_lyre of a Camoens
to sing the ineffable sadness of this spot.

Almedabad, February 17 to 19.—Not without
a feeling of lively regret do I tear myself away
from the kindly hospitality of Parell and the se-
ductions of the Capua of India. On the evening
of the 16th I leave Bombay. During the night
the train crosses the Nerbudda ; at sunrise it rushes
through a park-like country near Baroda, the resi-
dence of the Gaekwar ; and at ten o’clock in the
morning we come to Ahmedabad. Major Ebden,
who is in temporary command of the 23rd Regi-
ment of Bombay Native Infantry, kindly takes me
to the cantonment, which lies two miles to the
north-east of the town.b

The history of Ahmedabad is written on its
outward appearance. Founded by a Mussulman,

* The district of Ahmedabad, though separated by the feudatory
state of Baroda from the province of Bombay, forms part of the
Presidency of that name. The city of Ahmedabad, containing
118,000 inhabitants, was founded-in 1413 by Ahmed Shah, captured
by Akbar, developed rapidly during the first century of its existence,
and then gradually declined, till, during the reign of the Mongol
Emperors, it entered upon a new era of prosperity (1572-1709).
At that time the town contained nearly a million inhabitants. Then
followed a second period of decadence, and after 1818, under the
present British rule, a fresh revival. Its manufactures of silk,
cotton, and jewellery are the principal source of its prosperity,
and its sculptures in wood and stone still enjoy a great reputation.
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governed afterwards by the viceroys of Mongol
emperors, it is a Mahometan city. But the Hindoo
element has not disappeared. The mass of the
people, it is true, have embraced Islamism, but in
the upper classes the Jains predominate.®

Ahmedabad stands in the midst of a broken
plain. The gatesin the city wall are remarkable for
their peculiarly feudal character and for a certain
resemblance, which I cannot account for, to the for-
tifications of Eurqpean towns of the same period.
With the exception of the ¢ collector,’ who occupies
a house situated near one of these gates, inside the
actual wall, not a European lives in the city.

The animation of the streets, wide or narrow,

- straight or tortuous, and all filled with a moving

crowd whose common origin is apparent in spite
an animation that

sunset-—contrasts
strangely with the dilapidated appearance of the

. » . ’
of the variety of costumes
ogradually increases towards

houses, of most of the mosques and temples, and,
in short, of all those structures which are con
spicuous in the history of Indian architecture.

® The Jains are a sect of Buddhist origin. They repudiate the
authority of the Vedas, divide time into eras, and assign to each of
these, the past, present, and future, twenty-four Jinas or just men,
who have attained a state of perfection. The twenty-four colossal
statues which are seen in their temples represent these typical
personages. In certain respects Jainism is simply Buddhism en-
riched with a mythology not so much of gods as of saints. See
on this subject Hunter's Indian Empire, and numerous essays.
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And as though this contrast were not enough, you
find another in comparing the richness of imagina-
tion, the inventive talent, and the artistic taste of
those who created these masterpieces, with the
carelessness, the indolence, and the apathy of their
descendants. What cannot fail to strike you is the
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elaborate carving, traces of which are to be seen

even in the dwellings of the poor.

I have not seen

a single cottage so paltry as not to boast of some

finely sculptured ornament.

stone with the same facility as in wood.
The sun is about to set, and we hasten back to
At this hourthe major’s car-
riage is stopped at every step by streams of living

the

ben
nan

cantonment.

These artists work in

1gs.  Past us comes a procession ¢ of first preg-

cy.” The young woman, the heroine of the

show, clothed in a splendid erimson robe and over-

laden with jewels, is seated under a canopy, resting

on a car drawn by bullocks.

Women handsomely

draped in their floating scarves, and carrying large

vases on their heads, precede and surround the

car.

Flute-players follow the cortege.

The hub-

bub, the crowd, the brilliancy of the costumes, the
sculptured mosques and houses, the women throng-
ing the verandahs,-roofs, and windows, constitute

altogether a beautiful and fantastic picture which
bears in a peculiar manner the stamp of its mingled
Moorish and Hindoo character.
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The country between Ahmedabad and the can-
tonment 1s like a vast necropolis. You see
nothing but Mussulman tombs. Sandy as is the
district, the soil is fertile@nd well cultivated. For
miles round there is not a trace of a stone.

Palms are very rare, but there are little groups of

bananas, tamarinds, and peepuls, more spreading
than tall, which, scattered over the plain, stretch
out their branches and seem to invite you to rest
under the shade of their foliage. An excellent
road within an avenue of splendid trees leads to the
cantonment. This evening, as we returned along
it from the town, thousands of green parrots,
perched in the boughs, saluted us with their
plercing cries.

An excellent and lively dinner with the English
officers. Their native brother-officers mess apart,
for they would lose caste by eating with whites.
I listen with admiration to the band of the 21st,
led by a German from the banks of the Rhine, who
has organised his orchestra himself. It consists
entirely of natives, pure or half-bred Hindoos. He
makes them learn by heart; and this method, the
only practicableone, yields excellent results. These
young men have a wonderful faculty of imitation,
but no inventive power. It would seem that these
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two gifts, which are, I admit, of very unequal value,
are mutually incompatible.

I rise before daybreak, and stroll in front of the
bungalow which the ‘amiable Lieutenant Scallon
has been kind enough to give up to me. It is
pitch dark, and the pale stars are scarcely visible.
At the first glimmering streaks of dawn a harsh
concert from the big trees of the cantonment, which
are still shrouded in a light mist, succeeds the
silence of the night. I listen to the piercing
cries of the parroquets and the croaking of the
ravens mingled with other sounds, which I had
never heard before. The sunrise puts a stop to this
infernal concert.

I had the good fortune to meet here Mr. Bur-
gess, known by his works on archaology, and just
now engaged in editing a description of the ancient
buildings of Ahmedabad. We paid a visit to him
at his quarters, the camp of the Archaological
Survey, which he has pitched in the, collector's |
garden. |

It is scarcely yet daylight, and the city is empty.
Everyone is up, it is true, but everyone is at
the tanks,” the women to lay in their stock of

D 2
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water, the men, both Hindoos and Mussulmans, to
bathe.

I spent the entire day in the holy places of this
marvellous city, and enjoyed the inestimable ad-
vantage of having as my guide Mr. Burgess, who
gave me the key to solve many enigmas.

The peculiarity of the buildings of Ahmeda-
bad is that they represent and embody the history
of the city. «The new masters brought with them
their Moorish customs, ideas, and traditions, but
the architects they employed for their buildings
were natives of the conquered country. Thus,
while the arrangement of the various portions of
the mosque 1s Arabic, the workmanship and the
style are Hindoo. In India, egpecially where the
Mahometan element has prevailed, the same causes
have produced similar effects; but nowhere do
they arrest the attention in a more remarkable
manner than here.

Little by little the native architects quite natu-
rally appropriated, at least in a certain measure,
the Moorish taste. The edifices prove the fact.
Those which were built after 1413 are pre-emi-
nently Hindoo in character; the more modern
buildings of the seventeenth century are essen-
tially, though not in every detail, Arabic.

I will not reproduce here the notes I made
upon the spot, nor the reflections that occurred to
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.

me in the course of a long day, which appeared to
me a very short one. The only remark I have to
make as regards architecture is this: The most
ancient temples, those which date back to the first
quarter of the fifteenth century, such as the cele-
brated - mosque of Ahmed Shah, known by the
name of Jum'i Musjid, and that of Rani Sipri,
seemed to me far superior to the other buildings
belonging to the second Golden Age of the city,
that is to say, to the seventeenth century, which,
though more ornate, and as regards size much
more imposing, have less simplicity and less gran-
deur of design and decoration.

In general, from the point of view of classic art
and of the laws of architecture generally accepted
by the great masters both ancient and modern, the
mosques of Ahmedabad seem to me to be rated
above, their proper merit. No doubt they are ex-
tremely attractive as a whole. Quitting the crowd
that blocks ?«e street, you pass through a gateway
scarcely visible from outside, into the courtyard of
the mosque. Here you enter a region of silence
and solemn repose, and under the delicious shade
of the peristyle that runs along the walls your
eyes rest with delight upon the marble lattice-work
of the windows, the carved niches of the pilasters,
the tombs surrounded with patriarchal trees.

? Jum'i Musjid was finished in 1424 ; the Rani Sipri Mosque in 1431.
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The whole charms, captivates, and disarms you.
But if you examine‘it coldly, you will have plenty
of criticisms to make. :

What I put far above the work of the archi-
tect are the details of ornamentation, especially
the marble slabs transformed into veils of lace-
work which take the place of window-panes or
blinds. It is hard to know which to admire most,
the richness of imagination on the part of the de-
signer or the exquisite finish of the sculpture, the
artist’s skill in carving the wood or in chiselling
the stone.

The most sumptuous and recent ® sacred build-
ing 1s the celebrated Jain Temple, built or rather
reconstructed at the expense of Hathi Singh,
one of the wealthiest merchants of the city, who is
said to have spent a amillion of rupees upon it.
Mr. Fergusson, in his ¢ History of Architecture,
praises it highly. Considered as a whele, *though
rich and vast, it 1s to my mind wanting in grandeur.
The proportions are mean, the arches low, and the
carving coarse. Poverty of imagination and an
utter absence of any sense of proportion, which the
irichness of the mouldings and marble is powerless
to conceal, are the characteristics of this glory of
modern Ahmedabad. If anything can serve to
prove the decline of art in India, it is this temple,

8 Tt was completed in 1848,
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B gl built in a city famous for its monuments, where
)leflty . grand models abound, where a school of justly
: © famous architects and sculptors was formed, and
“:C]“" ® where taste and the culture of art have been
cially F handed down, though, it is true, in various stages
lace- ; of decline, from century to century.
-0 3 The carver in wood has preserved the ancient
most, = and ‘sound traditions of his art better than the
> de- > sculptor in stone. \V(;/paid a visit to the principal
) .the workshops. These artists copy with minute exact-
lling ness the ornamentéd windows of mosques and
: panelling of tombs, and trace them on wood,
uild- which they proceed to carve with the aid of only a
th;” single tool. The execution is perfect; byt it is all
ngh

gl . copying, there is no originality. An American

10 is speculator, who has come here several times, has
1 it. ordered a quantity of these carvings for New York.
ire, Furniture of every kind is made heére. I saw cup-
ugh boards and sideboards ornamented with carvings
eur. copied. from the tombs of Sultans of the dynasty of
the (Guzerat.

an Some way from the city is Shahi Bagh, the
the “ king’s garden,’ a pretty little palace built in 1622
ICSS‘ for the viceroy of Ahmedabad, and now occupied
 of by the judge and his family. This house, like so
to many others I have seen, is distinguished by a
)le, peculiarity worth” remarking. Everyone knows

that materials exercise a very great, or rather a
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,

’ determining, influence on the development of styles. L dible.

;, One style of building is adopted for hewn stone, sins, bt
another for brick, and a third, and very different by taki
one, for wood. Now here many of the stone build- = not the
ings retain the methods of wooden construction. § mischie
The reason 1s that the wealthy natives despised Hindoo
wood, probably because the country abounds with

; it, whereas there is no stone to be found. They :

| therefore ordered their Hindoo architects to build _ It 1

| with stene. The architects obeyed, but did not noise o

‘ abandon the traditional style of wooden construc- . our wa

‘ tions. The eflect is odd; it is as though you met ceeding

: on the high-road an old acquaintance in disguise. poor, 01

| You recognise him at ofice and ask him, ¢ Why this married

' disguise?’ I think I have given the answer, . eminent

: " hadoor
daughte

, Monkeys play a great part at Ahmedabad. 5 the nex
I saw them everywhere; in the trees about the 2 open to
mosques, outside the town, along the river, whither -' We
these unpleasant creatures come to drink, and lit up b
even in the‘most frequented streets. Seated on sons Iex
the house-tops they eye you with looks of deri- hall, lit-

sion. Last night I was awakened with a start by ¢ the asse
fiendish noise. Checco, frightened out of his wits,
rushed into my room, and with his sonorous
Roman voice began to shout, ¢ Assassini !’ ¢ Mur- an unde

2
4 A - 3
derers in the midst of the camp!’ It was incre- = the naul
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dible. Indeed, they turned out to -be not assas-
sins, but monkeys.who were amusing themselves
by taking off’ the roof. This is their habit. It is
not the habit of the natives to exterminate these
mischievous beasts. The religious convictions of a
Hindoo permit him scarcely to thrash them.

It is the season for weddings. To judge by the
noise of drums and the sound of flutes, which on
our way back to thg cantonment are heard pro-
ceeding from a number of houses, rich as well as
poor, one would think that the whole city was being
married. One of the chief celebrities, the most
eminent member of the Jain community, Rao Ba-
hadoor Premathai ~Hemagthai, is celebrating his
daughter’s marriage. During all this night and
the next Premathai’s splendid house will remain
open to friends who come to congratulate him.

We find the courtyard and front of the house
lit up like day. The bride’s father being ill, his
sons receive and conduct us into a long narrow
hall, lit with lamps that spread a soft radiance over
the assembly, which is composed entirely of men.
The guests arrive, bow, take their seats on chairs
ranged in double rows along the walls, converse in
an undertone, enjoy the music and the dancing of
the nautch-girls, and then retire after saluting the
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masters of the house, who, according to custom,

put a garland of flowers round their necks on bid-
ding them good-bye.

It is a continual coming and
going.

The two young brothers, fine specimens of the
Hindoo nobleman, have

slightly bronzed cumplemon. They are tall and

slim, and do the honours with a‘mixture of grace
and dignity.

The bride is a very pretty child of scarcely
twelve. A scarf of crimson silk envelopes her
head and shoulders, and a petticoat of the same
colour is tied round her waist. Precious stones of
great value sparkle round her arms and ankles, on
her fingers and toes, and in the guter sides of her
nostrils. Her air of self-assurance is irresistibly
comic. Not one of the natives pays the least atten-
tion to her. But that is of no consequence. She
knows perfectly well who she is, and that it is on
. her account that all this company has assembled.
“‘lh(ﬂe kinds of marriages are not really completed
till some years have gone by.  If the youthful
bride, who is sometimes only five or six years old,
loses her husband, she is considered a widow ; she
becomes the Cinderella of the deceased man’s
family ; heér hair is cut, and she is treated like a
slave. Very often these’ poor creatures revolt,
take to flight, and exchange their thraldom for the

regular features, and B
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* freer, more varied, and alas! more wretched exist-
* ence of the dancing-girl. The custom of forming
marriages of this kind constitutes for many reasons
% one of the social pests of. India. Let us hope that
z the little bride will be Happy. She stands up-

= right before my chair, holds my hand in hers, and
= looks at me with two lovely round eyes of a child

© that speak of nothing if not of the joy of life.

" Had I encouraged her childish familiarities, which

I abstained from doing out of regard for the

bridegroom, whom the laws of decorum forbid to be

present at his own wedding, the little rogue would
have sat upon my knees.

Three nautch-girls were dancing and singing in

the narrow space between the two rows of chairs.

* Behing them, and so close as nearly to tread upon

© their heels, stood the players on the flutes and

cymbals. The nautch-girls, who were neither
pretty nor ugly, but very graceful, wore the dress
of their profession: their breasts covered with a
tissue of gold and silk ; drawers and short skirt of
the same material ; their arms and hips bare, their
smooth black hair parted in the middle of the
head ; and trinkets on their hands, feet, neck,
and nose. These Elsslers, these Taglionis—for
everything in this house is first-rate—do not,
strictly speaking, dancg. They step, now forwards
now backwards, or r,Ither they dance not&with
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their feet, but with their hands, arms, shoulders, o
waist, and above all with their eyes, always /with 5
perfect modesty. The youngest—she could hardly 2
\ have been more Qlall twelve—never took her éyes §
“,. off us.. Now stern and now enticing, she addressed
" to us words of endearment, reproach, and prayer, R\
and all without ever smiling. A smile, as I have %
said, is seldom seen in India. Not a ray of sun :
lights up these joyless features. A look of prema- o
ture melancholy, and of too intimate a knowledge ”“.‘;:‘:;i
of life, its delusions, and its miseries, is already —The
depicted on the face of this dancing-girl, though ,rl",‘j“h“
ombs
still so young. The singing, if the incessant repe- Jeypoi
tition of the same note can be called singing, supple- —Aml
ments and interprets the meaning of the steps ; but RAJASTE
even without this commentary, it would be possible ing to «
to understand the lovers’ tifls, the quarrels and re- morally
conciliations, the fresh squabbles and the fresh interesti
makings-up. All that has been, is, and will be, a Mor
familiar experience always and everywhere. The it is cor
game of love has been played since the world was attachm
/created. What astonished me was to see these the prin
y young girls find such infinitely various means of ! The

follows is 1
North-wes
oral inforn
stay at All
W. L()(‘h. a
details are
than, 1829,

. . . N\ .
expressing what will remain the same “thing to the
end of Time.
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CHAPTER IV.
RAJPOOTANA.
From FeBrUArY 19 TO 20, 1884,

Historical sketch—Road to Mount Aboo—Mount Aboo—Climate—
Temples—Tigers—Sunset and Scandal Point—Across the desert
—The Resident's pslace —Fort of Jodhpore—Visit to the Maha-
rajah—The Viceroy's diplomacy—The tank—Monkeys again—
Tombs of Mandore— Kailana—Journey to Jeypore—City of
Jeypore—The Maharajah’s palace—Reforms of the late prince
—Amber—Institutions of Rajasthan.

Rasastuan,' the ‘dwelling of princes,’ or, accord-
ing to official English terminology, Rajpootana, is
morally, politically, and physically one ofthe most
interesting parts of India.
. . . \ .

Morally : each of the nineteen States of which
it is composed forms a large family or clan. The
attachment arising from community of blood unites
the prince to his subjects, or rather, the father of

! The brief sketch of the political state of Rajpootana that
follows is founded on an essay of Sir Alfred Lyall, Governor of the
North-west Provinces, reprinted in his Asiatic Studies, 1884 ; on the
oral information which that high official kindly gave 'me during my
stay at Allahabad ; and on facts for which I am indebted to Captain
W. Loch, assistant agent in the Western Rajpoot States. Some other

details are borrowed from Tod's Annals and Antiquities of Rajas-
than, 1829, and the Imperial Gazetteer of India.
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the family to his children, the eldest to the younger
brothers; for, as regards his relations with the
nobles, he is simply princeps inter pares.

Politically: because the Rajpoots, notwith-
standing the Mussulman invaders, who succeeded
in conquering and thrusting them back and wrest-
ing from them their own previous conquests, but
never in completely subjugating them on the
territory which they still occupy, have retained to
this day their institutions, the origin of which is
lost in the darkness of ages.

And last, physically: Rajpootana, speaking
roughly, extends, west to east, from the frontiers
of Sind to the gates of Agra; north to south and
south-east, from the banks of the Sutlej to the
Mahratta States of the Gaekwar, Holkar, and
Sindhia. The territory within these limits is
divided into nineteen States, of which the most
important are Meywar or Oodeypore, Marwar or
Jodhpore, and Jeypore.” It is separated into two
unequal parts by the Aravalis, a chain of mountains
interrupted by valleys, and running nearly north-
east and south-west. The larger of these parts,
extending westward, is a vast desert ridged with

* Meywar (Oodeypore) : area, 12,670 square miles; population,
1,161,400. Marwar (Jodhpore) : area, 37,000 square miles; popu-
lation, 2,850,000. Jeypore: area, 14,882 square miles; population,

1,750,000. The totals of population represent estimates, no census
of the States having yet been taken,
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low, long, but alxyn&isolated sandhills running
in parallel lines. - Their summits, constantly swept
and partly crumbled away by the periodical
westerly ‘winds, are curved like waves, and look
like gigantic ripples on the plain. Tufts of coarse
grass and stunted shrubs alternate with the sand.
Where the vegetation makes an oasis it is as
meagre as the quantity of rain that causes it;
and yet what pencil can portray the stern:beauty
of this solitary waste ?

The districts lying east of the Aravali range are
more favoured. There, hills and wooded valleys
alternate with richly cultivated tablelands. No one
can understand this country, not even its external
features,unless he recalls its history and institutions.
It would be improper to compare its. institutions
with the feudal constitutions of Teutonic countries.
The points of contrast are more numerous than
those of resemblance. To give only one ex-
ample : With us, all taxes, rights, honours, and
political privileges were inseparable from the land.
The owner of it took its name. Here everything
has relation to blood, and the community has not
necessarily any connection with the soil. It can
change its place like the clan. This has come to
form part of their habits and customs, and traces of
it still exist. For instance, even now, when the sand
of the desert has begun to choke the tanks and
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the rains have failed to fill them, you see the in-
habitants abandon their village and carry their
household gods elsewhere/ In feudal Europe the
noble takes the name-of the land he has acquired ;
here the noble gives his name to’ the land. The
State takes the name of the capital, which is the
residence and stronghold of the chief, and the
capital takes the name of the chief who founded it.
But there is one characteristic which the Rajpoot
had, and still has, in common with our old nobility
—the love of adventure. Formerly, when a Rajah
was unable to provide for all his children, he gave
one of them a horse, arms, and some compahions.
The young man left his father’s hearth and sought
his fortune elsewhere. This explains how and why
this race has spread over such. vast regions of the
peninsula. Asa consequm{::e of their constitution,
the barrenness of the soil, their warlike disposition,
and their taste for adventure, the Rajpoots have
something of the character f the nomad and the
knight-errant.

At the beginning of the present century, while
hordes of freebooters, known by the name of
Pindarris, and the princes of the powerful Mahratta
league were threatening Rajasthan with a double
invasion, the chiefs of Jodhpore and Jeypore, the
two principal States of the country, were rivals for
the hand of the Princess of Oodeypore. Thinking
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their honour at stake, and each being mastered by
a romantic passion, they waged a fratricidal war

in the presence of the common enemy. Their ruin
® seemed imminent, when, at the last moment, they
& accepted what they deemed an honourable com-
% promise. The cause of their feud, who had been
B also the object of their love, disappeared. The
= princess died of poison. I cite- this fact, as tragic
* as it is strange, since it illustrates the mental con-
* dition and the notions of honour belonging to the
S race.

During this critical period the minor chiefs
entreated England to protect and guarantee their
territories. After the destruction of the Mahratta

mpire and the breaking up of the Pindarris, some
reaties, concluded in 1818, put an end to the
intestine wars of the Rajpoots and the constant
dangers of foreign invasion. The princes sacrificed
their independence and obtained in exchange the
benefits of the pazr Britannica. The Governors-
General of India who followed the Marquis of
Hastings invariably used their new powers with
the utmost circumspection. They especially
avoided touching institutions which, but for British
intervention, would have disappeared, together
with the States, in a general conflagration. Thus
the tribe, which forms the essence and basis of the
institutions of the country,' and, together with the
VOL. 1L E
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tribe, ' the military organisation, which is its
corollary, remain still what they have been from
time immemorial.

The armed forces of each Rajah consist, in
addition tq his own men, of contingents which the
nobles are‘bound to furnish him in case of war.
These nobles live in their'strong castles, surrounded
by armed men ready at the first call to join the
bands of the prince. Itis a permanent organisa-
tion of war.  But, on the other hand, the system
was justified long ago by the frequent invasions of
the Mahometan conquerors, and has been justified
in less remote days by the attacks of the Pindarris
and Mahrattas. Though' peace is now firmly es-
tablished, no modification has as yet been intro-
duced into the military organisation. Thetraditions,
the customs, the: genius of the race, and (material
interests df the highest order are opposed to such
a change. The military organisation cannot be
reformed without destroying the tribes, and these
can only be destroyed by substituting for them a
multitude of atoms governed by a master whose
despotic power would have no check or limit,
except the permanent control of the protecting
authority. This would be to assimilate the Raj-
poot to other feudatory States. *Now,’ says Sir
A. Lyall in his ‘Asiatic Studies,” ‘the protected
autocrat in a native Indian State has not yet turned
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out such a success that the English nation can feel
proud of having brought him out upon the political
stage.” Moreover, dl\(ll mament would deprive of
their means of existence a large number of men
who live by the profession of arms, and would
swell the bands of thieves who, while carefully
sparing Europeans, still infest certain regions of
the desert.

The Rajpoots of pure blood nowhere form the
majority of the population. There are the Brah-
mans, the Charans, or keepers of secular tradi-
tion and genealogies, the mercantile castes, who
belong mostly to the Jain sect, and claim the
honour of being descended from RaJpoot families,
and the tribes devoted to agricultural pursuits,
who are a mixed breed between Rajpoots and Bhils.
The Bhils and other aboriginal tribes inhabit the
most remote parts of the Aravali mountains,
where nobody comes to disturb them. Almost in-
dependent, they recognise the authority of their
petty chiefs, and pay, with tolerable irregularity, a
sort of tribute to the prince of the State.

The large majority of the inhabitants profess
the Brahman beliefs with a considerable admixture
of the Jain element.. As for the chiefs, they are
said to be more superstitious than devout.
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This morning I left Ahmedabad. For several
hours the train traverses a richly cultivated plain.
m = :

Towards evening the peaks
mountains are seen above

f some high rocky
he horizon. A few
hours more, and we have reached their foot. They
are Mount Aboo, the southernmost group of the
great range of the Aravalis. Aboo Road station,
where I stop, is 115 miles from Ahmedabad. I
find here some ponies, jhampans, and coolies, kindly
sent to meet me by Captain Fraser, the Assistant
Agent of Mount Aboo.

* The stations on this railway, which has been
quite recently opened, are built in the style of the
country: each room is surmounted by a dome of
stone or whitewashed masonry. Anglo-Indian
engineers make use as much as possible of stone,
brick, and iron in all their constructions, wood
being destroyed in a short time by the red ants.
Here my carriage is put up and I pass the night.

The next day the precious hours of the early
morning are spent in mustering the scattered mem-
bers of our little caravan. A pitiless sun is dart-
ing down its fiery rays when, at length, T am able to
get into my saddle. We ford the river, or rather
sink down into the sand which had taken the place
of the water, and then cross a small plain, all of
us overpowered by the sun. Two miles from the
station begins the ascent between black precipitous
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rocks, whose gorges, fringed with trees and brush-
wood, shelter numbers of tigers, leopards, and
bears. We saw only a big monkey, sitting a few
yards from us upon a granite boulder; he kept
continually changing his place, making enormous
bounds, without ever losing sight of us.

The higher we ascend the more wild the coun-
try becomes. Looking back, towards the north,
you.command the valley which separates the Mount
Aboo group from the Aravalis, and opens westward
on to the Great Desert of Rajpootana. The domes
of the station, seen from this height, look like
white specks. The rains have given eccentric forms
to the rocks along the winding road, which is some-
what narrow and steep, but in perfect repair.
Long files of heavily laden camels frequently impede
the progress of our caravan. I need scarcely say
that this happens only where passing is most diffi-
cult—on the edge of precipices, where a single false
step on the part of the pony would be enough to
put an end to your earthly wanderings. This
has been my constant experience in all my rides on
horseback over high mountains. One may call it
the irony of chance, but the chance is too often
repeated ; it lacks originality. However, thanks
to the efforts of the jhampans, who owe to their red
liveries the advantage of being obeyed by the
camel-drivers, we passed without accident.
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The air has become light, fresh, and buoyant,
and the Jungs expand. But the sun !—such a sun !
The nearer it approaches the zenith the more cruel
it becomes. At length, after a four hours’ ride
without ever having quitted the saddle, we came
to the first houses of Mount Aboo, fifteen miles
from the railway station. Colonel Bradford, the
Agent to the Governor-General, is unfortunately on
his official tour, and in this country, where the only
telegraph line is the one along the railroad, nobody
has yet been able to find out where the Colonel
now is. But the two Assistant Agents, Captain
Fraser and Captain Newill, and the military com-
mandant, show me every possible attention.
Travelling in India is not easy, I should think,
especially in this seldom-visited part, which is one
of the wildest of the peninsula, unless you are
furnished with good letters of introduction. But
if you enjoy this advantage, nothing can equal the
cultivated and kindly hospitality that is showered
upon you.

The few houses called Mount Aboo are situated
about four thousand feet above the level of the
sea. The surrounding peaks are from five to six
thousand feet in height. It is a small plateau, or
rather a basin rudely hollowed in black granite,
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with the summits of the mountain for its rim. The
Residency of the Agent-General, the few English
bungalows, a barrack, and/a hospital for sick sol-
diers and their families, stand perched on isolated
rocks, separated from eacll other by small ravines—
like hand-basins covered/with a green cloth. The
paths which cross them form the streets of the
little town.” One of these basins, which is called
Nakhi Talao, a quarter\ f a mile in length, is filled
with water, forming a begutiful little lake with a
fringe of verdure. This charming picture, though
small, is full of grandeur. -

The natives who inhabit this-district are Bhils,
aborigines of whom I have already spoken. They
are darker than the Hindoos, with whom they have
no affinity, and, contrary to the cleanly Hindoo
habits, they ignore the use of water for ablu-
tions. I saw a great number of them. I con-
fess that their personal appearance, no less than
their dress, seemed to me far from attractive, but
they gain by comparison with the aborigines of
Australia.

The much-vaunted climate of “Mount Aboo did
not appear to me worthy of its reputation. The
air is too cold and the sun too hot, and new-
comers, especially those from the hot plains, are
very apt to catch fever. During my three days’
stay in the place I was shivering indoors with the
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cold, but I had scarcely gone out into the garden
when the sun drove me back to the fireside.

The great attractions of Mount Aboo are the
famous Jain temples of Dilwarra.

A mile and a half from the English station, at
a place where the valley, up which we are now
going, closes in, raised on the natural platform of
an enormous block of granite, stand the four sacred
edifices, which, seen at this distance, appear to
blend into a single mass of white marble. The
very brilliancy of the light which is shed upon this
group of temples conceals the fantastic details of
their construction.

We had come hither on foot, and on our way
the captain had shown me the fresh tracks of a
tiger, which could only have been a short distahce
ahead. " It"is not a man-eater,” he said ; ‘there is
no danger.” We therefore passed on, and I can
honestly avow that, trusting his discernment, I fol-
lowed him without the smallest fear. I have, it is
true, often seen tigers and gone near them; only
they were in cages, which makes all the difference.
But the proximity-of this animal added something

to the impression produced upon me by the first

sight of Dilwarra—as of a fabulous country
haunted solely by gods and wild beasts.
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arden The two principal temples here owe their

origin to the munificence and piety of thrée great

% merchants. The more ancient one of the two was

built in 1031, at the cost of Vimala Sah, and the

e the ,:.‘ other, that of Vastupala, two centuries-later,® by

% two brothers, who were also merchant-princes.

y ab Both ‘of them are constructed entirely of white

now marble. How was it possible to transport hither

n of é these rich and heavy materials? - To solve this

cred . puzzle the ground has been explored in all direc-

r to tions, but without finding the least trace of road

The ~ or pathway among these rocks, which abut almost

this o perpendlcularly upon the plain.

s of . I now proceed to sum up my impressions.

Architecture.—Here also stone has been em-

way 3 ployed, but the architect has retained the old tra-
f a = ditions of wooden construction. The details are
fce beautiful, but the sense of proportion is entirely
e is wanting, and there is little harmony between the
can different component parts of the edifice. |

fol- Statuary.—There is a profusmn of st/a«fues and
t is bas-reliefs, frequently grotesque in composition,
nly seldom repulsive, sometimes very pretty, and
1ce. nearly a]ways‘h?aborate. The. execution shows
ing admirable finj8" and delicacy of outline. I saw
st figures resembling the antique ; hence the theory
try

* An inscription records that it was begun in 1197 and finished
in 1247,

O~
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—which, however, I think, is inadmissible—of a
Greek school having been transplanted into India
by Alexander three centuries before Christ. How
could such a school have been maintained and
handed on by tradition to the eleventh century of
our era, since it is proved that no wvestiges of
similar monuments, which might be attributed to
the intermediate period, have been discovered ?
These statues, perhaps, are masterpieces, but
they are not works of art. They cannot be
compared with the classical monuments of Greece.
But the gegeral effect is marvellous, and well-nigh
disarms criticism. You feel yourself traysported
not into another age, but into the midst of the
aspirations, traditions, and feelings of a world
absolutely different from your own. Up to a
certain point the same may be said of the statues
of ancient Greece and Rome, but with this differ-
ence, that India still lives and breathes, while
Greece and Rome have ceased to live. In the
temples on the Acropolis at Athens the ideal of
beauty, grandeur, and simplicity is realised. They
are, however, but ruins, more or less well pre-
served. Tourists take the place of the former
worshippers who came to sacrifice to the gods
now scattered about in the museums of Europe.
Life has departed from these once holy places ; the
beauty you there admire is that of a corpse.
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Here you breathe the atmosphere of actual
life, but of life exhibited to you under forms which
excite your curiosity without satisfying it. You-
stand, it is true, in the presence of a living
being ; you feel the life throbbing under the veil
which hides it, and which you cannot lift. Such
was the first sensation I experienced; an eager
desire, but also an utter inability, to solve the
mystery.

You walk under the arcades. The sunbeams
and the shadows woo each other, meet, and vanish.
The light is shaded off' to infinity ; its reflections
play on the angles of the octagonal pillars, caress
the panelling, glide beneath the ceiling of the halls,
disappear in the gloom of the sanctuary. Outside,
a stream of liquid-.gold pours upon the marble
tracery of the windows, trickles down in lucid
pearls from the cornices of the roof, penetrates into
the cell, where always the same god or the same
saint, seated cross-legged and with folded hands,
suggests the idea of weariness rather than of
r(fl)()b'e.

The rocks surrounding the temples are, like
all those about Mount Aboo, the haunt of large
numbers of savage beasts. Thus the tiger forms
an important element in the life of the officers
quartered here, whose chief pastime is hunting.
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The tiger of these mountainous regions seldom
attacks man, but commits great ravages among the
cattle. 'When one of these animals has devoured
a cow, too gorged to leave the scene of his mis-
deeds, he withdraws into the neighbouring thicket.
The natives who have seen him at his work inform
the officers. A score of Bhils are collected to beat
The hunters, posted in trees or upon
rocks, wait till the animal appears, and then kill
him without incurring any danger; but to follow
a wounded tiger into the jungle would be the height
of folly. ;

Too often accidents mar the enjoyment of the
hunt. A young officer lately died from a wound
in the leg caused by a tiger’s bite. Colonel Brad-
ford, the Agent-General, lost an arm in an en-
ccunter with one of these animals. It was in the
midst of the jungle, some eighty miles from his
camp. He was alone with his sergeant, who
immediately galloped back on one of the carriage
horses, taking care on his way to order relays at
places where horses were to be found. Thanks to
this brave man, the doctor was able to arrive in
time to save the intrepid sportsman, who came ofl
with only the loss of an arm.

In the course of a long walk with the three
young officers who preside over the destinies of
Mount Aboo I remarked that they kept their dogs

the jungle.

‘«
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in a leash. They told me this precaution was
necessary in a town where leopards ramble in l)r()).?
daylight about the small but carefully macada-
mised roads which here take the place of streets.
Quite recently a valuable dog was seized by
one of these animals only a few steps from his
master.

Following an excellent path round one of the
peaks which enclose the town, we sool\ come to the
verge of an almost precipitous slope. * Before us,
to the west, and beyond a steppe of about twenty
miles in width, rise some isolated groups of rocky
mountains. Forty miles farther, in the same di-
rection, some other rocks stand out against the
sky. More to the left, towards the south-west,
stretches the Great Desert of Rajpootana, dreary
and monotonous as the ocean. The sun is slowly
disappearing behind what seems to be the horizon
of the sea, but is in reality that of the desert. The
illusion is complete, and baffles all description. In
fact, there is desert everywhere. Down below, in
front of us, some four thousand feet beneath us, the
shades of night are already creeping over the valley.
At the bottom, which 1s almost black, we can ju.st
make out some green specks : fields in cultivation.
Here and there little sheets of silver reflect the
rosy evening sky ; they supply. the water that fer-
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tilises this thirsty soil. Slowly raising your eyes, you
run through the infinitely graduated scale of all the
colours of the rainbow. The distant rocks which
are scattered in the desert are no longer blue, but
pale red ; the plain is bathed in tints of violet ;
and around us is a chaoseof rocks and green slopes.
But what charms me more than all are the little
tanks i® the valley : so many little bright trans-
parent eyes through which the heaven seems to
look at you from the bottom of the abyss.

We sat on a bench of granite to admire the
view. The spot is a sort of open-air drawing-room.
People meet here every evening about this hour.
By ¢ people’ I mean the Resident, the three officers,
the three or four ladies, and the doctor and his
family ; in fine, the very small but very fashionable
colony of Mount Aboo. During the hot season the
officers’ wives and the attachés of the Residents of
the different Rajpoot maharajahs come here, and
lend a little variety to this extremely limited circle.
For want of any better amusement, they come
therefore every evening to sit upon these granite
seats, admire the setting sun, and talk scandal.
Hence the two names given to this spot—Sunset
and Scandal Point.

This morning, just as I am starting for Jodh-
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€8, you pore, one of the officers, dressed for hunting,
all the " rushes into my room. He is in a wild state of
which exultation, and with good reason. A tiger has
1e, but _:' eaten a cow a few miles from here! What a bit of
violet; W8 luck! And my friend is off as fast as he can go to
slopes. _' fall upon his prey. Poor young fellows! One can
2 little % well understand that Scandal Point is not enough to
trans- while away their leisure hours. Happily, they have
ms to i‘-‘  tigers to fall back upon. L
e the \
room. Jodhpore, from February 24 to 27.—Jodhpore
hour. s difficult of access. Situated in the middle of the
ficers, ~ desert, it can only be reached on horseback or
d his astride a camel or elephant. From the nearest
nable railway station to the residence of the Maharajah
m the of Marwar or Jodhpore is a distance of about fifty
its of miles. To brave the sun during a long journey is
, and a serious matter. Happily, after a night spent in
ircle. the train, I found at Pali a carriage and horses be-
come longing to the Maharajah, and was told that more
anite than three relays of six horses were in waiting along
ndal. the road. To crown niy good fortune, I also found
nset a companion in the person of an English engineer, (
Mr. Home, who is constructing a narrow-gauge |
railway, at the Maharajah’s expense, intended to }
connect Jodhpore with the main line. Lastly, 2
odh-

found at the station a capital breakfast, sent by the
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Resident of the Western Rajpootana States, Colopel
Powlett. This high official, who was obliged to
leave yesterday, kindly offered me, in spite of his
absence, the hospitality of his Residency.

We are now en route, Mr. Home and myself,
in a heavy carriage built at Calcutta, with the
faithful Checco on the box and my Portuguese ser-
vant on a camel. Three men, who run in relays
beside the carriage, are employed in urging on the
horses. The scanty tracks left by the camels serve
to guide our coachman. There is no road ; the
Maharajah does not think it necessary to have one,
as he never leaves his capital. But he has heard
so much of the odd invention of Europeans, by
which fire has been substituted for the horse, that
he is going to indulge in the freak of a railway.

The country through which we pass is not yet
quite a Libyan Desert, but it soon will be. Mean-
while there are still some prickly shrubs visible,
and tufts of dried-up grass; in short, the traces of
a vegetation which is always poor, and just now is
burnt by the sun and powdered with sand. The
air is dry and cool. Before coming to the end of
the first stage one of our horses had a sunstroke
and fell down. We go through two villages, form-
ing small oases ; their half-ruined temples and sur-
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rounding walls give them the local colour of India.
The few men whom we meet on our journey serve
to animate a stern and grand landscape. command-
ing a vast horizon. We pass by some ‘gentlemen’
riding on camels. Here it is a thakoor or noble :
his servant, seated behind him, holds his master’s
chibougue. There, a merchant is heading a dozen
camels, linked in file together with a long rope.
All hasten their steps, for the sun is getting low,
and at eight o'clock at night the gates are shut.

* At the end of fifteen miles the fort of Jodhpore,
the object of our journey, appears on the platform
of an isolated rock. Our horses, completely ex-
hausted, are scarcely able to drag the heavy vehicle
any longer through the sand. The sun is near
setting, and lights, white like alabaster tinged with
violet, are flooding the desert and the sky, the dark
outline- of the fort standing out boldly in the
twilight. Leaving on our right the Maharajah’s
residence and the still unfinished summer palace,
designed by himself, we enter the town about seven
o'clock in the evening, by the handsome Soldiers’
Gate on the south-west. ;

India is a book of fairy tales. But<here she
adds to the wonders that she displays the charm
of novelty. Jodhpore,* with its four hundred
temples, its numerous small palaces of thakoors—

* The population is 70,000.
~ VOL. IL F

~
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real gems of Hindoo architecture, all built of red
sandstone—and the white cottages of the people,
less rich than picturesque, which cluster round the
base of the rock and rise in stages one above the
other, presents a strange, fantastic appearance,
totally different from what is seen in other Indian
cities. The view changes at every step, and, as
our progress is extremely slow, I have time to
enjoy this unique spectacle magnificently lit up
by the setting sun. In the tortuous and narrow
lanes, even in the streets of the bazaars, our
horses have great difficulty in making a passage.
Everyone shouts and gesticulates, but stands aside
as best he can. Now and then they salute us. It
is very kind of them, for at one place we are dis-
turbing a wedding party, composed of a number
of women singing, and at others some processions
which are going to a temple. Brahmins lead the
way, the men behind them carry torches, and the
women and children lanterns. But, apart from
these devotees and the friends of the bride, I have
seen no women except through the window-blinds.
The Mussulman custom of keeping the fair sex
under lock and key, which was once unknown
among Hindoos, has penetrated even into Raj-
pootana, The farther we get into the upper part
of the town, the more the hubbub increases. . The
shouts, the singing, the music of flute-players, and
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the sound of the tom-tom produce a deafening
noise. It is pitch dark when, issuing from the
North Gate, after having skirted a portion of the
rock on which stands the fort, we are once again
in the silence and solitude of the open country.

We have still a mile and a half to get over,
but at length we reach our destination in safety.
Colonel Powlett’s Hindoo steward, a venerable-
looking personage, opens to us the door of the
Soor Sagar palace, which is assigned by the
Maharajah to the Resident, gives us supper, and
shows me to his master’s bedroom.

. Though wakened several times by the noise of
monkeys, I slept the sleep of the just. These
beasts, as I have already said, have the privilege
of making your life a burden. You may beat a
monkey, but beware of killing him. As a rule,
the orthodox Hindoo does not shed the blood of any
living creature. Those who combine wealth with

_great devotion have servants in their pay whose

eciality consists in sleeping during the daytime
in their masters’ beds.” They act as foster-fathers
of insects which, after battening upon them, are
supposed not to trouble the masters’ sleep at night.
These men are called by the English ¢ bug-feeders.’
Such is the social position of monkeys in India.

F2
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The palace which bears the name of the
Maharajah Soor Singh,? its builder, was formerly the
zenana or harem of the Marwar princes—a cir-
cumstance which accounts for the high walls en-
closing it. It belongs to the long period of tran-
sition when the Hindoo and Moorish styles began
to blend jn one. The walls of the two halls which
serve the Colonel as a drawing-room and bedroom
are richly decorated with bas-reliefs. The warm
tones of the pink sandstone give the apartments a
peculiar look of cheerfulness and comfort.

The Maharajah has sent a richly caparisoned
clephant, a large English carriage, a palanquin,
and, what is most important, his judge. Hur Dial
Singh exercised judicial functions in the Pun-
Jab, his native country. The Viceroy has placed
him at the Maharajah’s disposal, or, as Hur Dial
said to me, lent him. He is a good specimen of a
native gentleman, with the finish acquired at an
Indo-British college, and speaks English. His
dress consists of a brownish-yellow tunic and
trousers, while his companion wears a sky-blue
gown, and both have handkerchiefs knotted artis-
tically on their heads. I mount the elephant ; my
companions follow on horseback. A host of coolies

* He reigned from 1559 to 1620.
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surround us, I suppose, to do honour to the noble
beast which carries me—the rule of -etiquette
being that an elephant in gala trappings should
be followed by a numerous retinue of servants.
After twenty minutes of quick going we climbed
the rock which bears the fort. This pile, the work
of a series of princes, is an agglomeration of re-
doubts and dark passages, lofty stairs without
landing-places, inner courtyards, and the palace
itself; the whole represents the magnificence of the
princes who built it, and at the same time the pro-
gress and decline of Indo-Saracenic architecture.
However, there is one element of the ancient
. Hindoo style which has resisted the encroachments
of Moorish art. This is a pointed hood of stone jut-
ting out from the building, and intended to protect
one or more windows of one or more of the stories
from the sun. It starts from the-top of the
facade, and before reaching the ground, sometimes
stopping half-way, it terminates in two pnihte
which project from the wall. The idea seems to
have been borrowed from the image of a woman
with a handkerchief on her head. If she were to
make a turban of it, she would expose hex_face ;
the heat prevents her from tying the two ends
together under her chin, and she therefore leaves
them loose. A palace with a hood of this deserip-
tion when looked at in profile has a strange appear-

[
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ance. The building loses the Moorish character,
which it resumes when viewed in front. The
designs and carving of the marble or sandstone
vary in merit according to the period they belong
to ; the most ancient are the most beautiful.

These palaces are built either of a. brownish-
pink sandstoné or of a very hard grey marble

which is found inthe country. The portions made

of brick and the stucco ornaments are covered with
a kind of whitewash. The harmonious contrast of
these colours, the delicate shades running through
the whole scale of neutral tints from dark black to
pale grey, the effects produced by the soft reflected
rays side by side with the dazzling splendour of the
direct light, defy the power of pen or pencil to
describe. How gan you convey to others a clear
idea of what has left with you, who have seen it,
the recollection of a dream ?

Inside the palace are found the usual decora-
tions. The walls are divided and subdivided into
niches or“squares, each with a groining of dia-
gonal ribswith toothed mouldings. The apartments,
even more than the exterior, testify to a gradual
decline of taste. Compare, for example, the wealth
of mirrors and ornaments in the rooms built by the
father of the reigning prince with the far superior
decorations of structures belonging to the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries.
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We step out upon one of the balconies over-
hanging the precipice. Our affrighted looks
cling to the walls, glide from st()rv to story, and
(ure%ted here by the mlded rmmw 0‘\ a small
temple, there byathe Indian hood of a Moorish
“yindow, penetrate, almost bewildered and always
descending, into courtyards, arcades, staircases,
balustrades, and embattled walls. Soldiers in
the handsmne garb of the country, and  women
carrying Jessels of shining copper on theit heads,
aradudl fidiminish in size as they go lower down.
My colossal .elephant with its howdah, and the
horses and coolies of my little caravan down
below on the platform before the .entrance of
the fort, are mere pigmies. The steep, in many
places precipitous flanks of the rock on which the
castle stands are naturally out of sight, and the
eye falls sheer upon the pyramids of the temples
and the roofs of the houses of Jodhpore. A narrow

' Beyond, but

immense horizon of the desert. The laws of optics
applied here vertically produce grotesque effects,
which appear impossible because the eye is not
accustomed to them. )

The commandant of the fort, a fine, soldierly-
looking mtT, did the honours for us. - On one of
the platfortns are seen some guns of heavy calibre ,
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taken ¢ from the Mahometans,” he said, a hundred
years ago. le seemed proud of the trophy. A

pretty little boy of about. ten, dressed in a_long

gown reaching down to his heels, followed us, to-
gether with his tutor. He was the son of the
Maharajah and of a favourite, and consequently,
without ‘being a prince, a member of the royal
family.

The Maharajah sends a big carriage of Fﬁr‘ish
manufacture to fetch us. It is a wonder to me by
what miracle these four ¢ Walers ' have managed tq,
descend, without accident, the steep and narrow
streets down which we had to pass before rcaching
the Soldiers’ Gate.
riage road leads to the palace of Rai-kabag, situ-
ated two miles south-east of Jodhpore.

Passing through. the door of the enclosure,
which looks like the wall of a farm, one would
never guess it led to the palace of a prince. The
courtyard is a large irregular quadrangle. Some
buffaloes are lying on the sand a few steps from the
palace gate, enjoying the shade of the building,
which has nothing  very uncommon about it.
Stepping down from the carriage we were receivel
by the Maharaj Purtab Singh, the Maharajah’s
brother and prime minister, by his pundit or private

secretary Sheo Narain Prevali, and by my guide
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of this morning, the judge Hur Dial Singh. The
Maharajah waits for me on the threshold, conducts

"me into a saloon, and invites me to sit down. His

pundit, standing, acts as interpreter. Our conver-
sation was commonplace enough, but one expres-
sion of the Prince deserves to be recorded. When
I spoke to him of the beautiful palaces of the town

. and, of the fort, he said to me, * It is our beautiful

stone, the sandstone, that has awakened among us
the taste for architecture, and supplies us with the \
means of gratifying it.’ :
Jeswant Sing, the Maharajah of' Marwar, aftér
the Maharajah of Meywar, whose capital is Oodey-
pore, the most powerful of all the Rajpoot Princes,
is not yet fifty years old, and seems much younger
than he is. He has an open countenance, regular
features, dark-brown eyes, and a jet-black beard
and hair. Though he never smiles, he is exceedingly
polite, and his simple ‘and dignified demeanour
convinces you at once that you are in the presence
of a real grandee. His dress is extremely simple :
a tunic or white robe reaching down to his feet.
le wears neither stockings nor shoes, and slippers
only when going out of doors. He is said to be a
good, just, and honourable man, not devoid of
talent, but deficient in learning. Ile is a born
draftsman and has a decided taste for engineering.
During my interview he never let go for a
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moment the hand of a little boy, his only legitimate
son, whose education is entrusted to an English
tutor, His kennels have also the advantage of
being superintended by a British master of the
hounds. oy

His two legitimate brothers, born of the same
mother, who bear the title of Maharaj (that of
Maharajah is reserved for the king alone), are well
spoken of. The first, as I have said, is the Ma-
harajah’s diwan ; the second, Maharaj Keshoor
Singh, commands the armed for&s of Marwar. He
is a cheerful young man, who seems a bit cramped
in his tight uniform of dark cloth, cut in English
fashion and ill suited to an Indian climate. He
confessed to me that it was uncomfortable. ¢ But
then,” I asked him, ¢ why not keep your national
dress, which is much more becoming to you ?’  His
only answer was a laugh. I know these laughs,
from my travels in Japan and Africa. When a man
who is a savage or half-civilsed, or, if I may ven-
ture on the expression, pseudo-civilised, meets with
another who is really civilised, his instinct. rather
than his reason makes him conscious of his infe-
riority. Thereupon a praiseworthy feeling excites
in him a wish to rise to the level of the white man,
but he does not set to work in the right way. He
begins at the wrong end. He imitates without dis-
crimination, stops short at the trivialities of civili-
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timate sation, and neglects, or perhaps is unable to discern,
inglish 9 its realities. When made aware of his mistake he
age of L feels hurt, and, in the presence of a white man,
f the WM shows his vexation by a forced laugh.
Thus this young prince, who has a fine car-
same B riage, is ill at ease in his Edglish uniform, but his
1at of' S heart is entirely in it. His brother, the prime
e well "W minister, is dressed in native fashion, but he in-

e Ma- 9B dulges at times in European attire. The Maha-
shoor W rajah disapproves this aping. ‘I was born,’ he

He BB said, ‘ and wish to die,a Marwari.” Some thirty of
mped his natural brothers enjoy the honours of the royal
nglish 5 family, but they are not princes, and cannot suc-

He = ceed to the throne.

¢ But
tional

His & What is the sphere of action of the Residents
ughs, S8 and Agents—in other words, of the political organs

‘man - 8 of the Viceroy accredited to the feudatory prince ?

ven- [ give the substance of such information as I have
with S8 been able, during this tour through India, to
ather 3 derive from the most direct sources.

infe- § * We have,’ I was told, ¢ no written instructions.
cites  § Our duty is to see that the princes fulfil their en-

man, § gagements to the Indian Government ; to control,
He with as little interference as possible, the adminis-
tdis- § tration ; to prevent gross abuses, and all this on

ivili-  § our own responsibility. The Agent is dependent
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on the Agent-General, and the latter on the
Viceroy, with whom .he corresponds through the
medium of the Secretary of the Foreign Depart.
ment. IHere, in Rajpootana, the Agent General
controls the actions of the diwan, the treasurer
of the Maharajah, and exercises jurisdiction over
Europeans when necessity arises, which isextremely
sellom. No criminal condemned to death &' the
Agent can be executed without the Viceroy’s con-
sent. The Maharajah of Jodhpore administers

civil and criminal justice to his subjects through }

the instrumentality of the judge, Hur Dial Singh.
In capital cases, however, if the Agent has reason
to doubt the perfect regularity of the proceedings,
he may order the execution to be delayed and
refer the case to Calcutta, and the Maharajah then
submits with a good grace to the decision of the
Viceroy. The sphere of our action is restricted
only by the dictates of good sense, the voice of
conscience, and the feeling ever present to our
minds of the great responsibility that rests upon us.

‘We never accept presents. This rule dates
from the administration of the Governor-General
Lord Cornwallis (1786-93). Every member of the
Covenanted Service is bound to sign an engage-
ment never to' accept gifts from anyone. The
slightest breach of this engagement would entail
his immediate dismissal from the service.

[PArr 17,
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¢ The prestige we enjoy is wonderful. Here is
an instance which occurred last December. In
the little State of Bikanir the thakoors suddenly
refused to pay taxes. The Maharajah having
vainly insisted on their fulfilling their obligations,
acts of hostility ensued. It was a storm in a
teacup, but dangerous in so far as imthese dis-
tricts armed risings spread like epidemics.” There-
upon the Agent-General went thither alone and
summoned the thakoors to lay down their arms
and appear before him.  All but one came at his
bidding and discharged- their debt to the State.
The refractory noble retired to his castle, and
on his continuing to defy the authority of the
Maharajah and Agent, the latter without hesita-
tion sent for a small detachment of troops. These
had to cross the desert. But the mere news of
their approach caused the rebel to reflect. He
submitted, was apprehended, and interned at
Mount Aboo, where he is still a State prisoner.
To punish him his castle was blown up.

“As a general rule, the princes accept with a
good grace the decisions of the resident Agent,

and any doubts or difficulties are easily got over.
Thus, lately, one of the petty rajahs, hearing that
a Brahman had been condemned to death for mur-
der, actively opposed the execution of the sen-
tence. The Agent, on the contrary, insisted on




A T o o e R Wt -

78 INDIA

the culprit’s suffering the penalty of the law: and
the rajah, in order to show his people the horrog
he felt at such a sacrilege, left his capital and
went to a friend living outside his territory. But
scarcely had he got there when he telegraphed to
the Agent: “No government p

M]e without
i o
hanging.

The Machiavellian Rajpoot knew how
to run with the hare and hunt witl the hounds.
“The” Agent or Resident is a personage who
inspires the prince always with respect, frequently
with confidence, and sometimes with friendship.
The less powerful of these chiefs in particular look
up to the British representative as a protector and
adviser. In delicate and complicated questigns
the last word rests with the Viceroy. T will qu
an example.

e
In the north-west, some distahce

from the city of Jodhpore, lies a large salt 1
belonging partly to Marwar and partly to Jey-

€,
pore territory. The question to decide i
dispute which had arisen between the two Maha-
rajahs as to working the salt. The Indian Go-
vernment, having a monopoly of salt by treaty, has
the right to interfere,

§ a

by

The Residents accredited
to the two princes were directed to examine the
conflicting claims, and each upheld the interests of
his own Maharajah. The matter is still in litigation.
It will ultimately be settled by the Viceroy and his
Council, who, after having examined the reports,
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probably contradictory, of the Agents, will pro-
nounce their decision, and that decision will not
be demurred to by either of the contending parties.’

‘I like the natives,’ said one of these gentlemen
to me, ‘and I also like the kind of work entriisted
to me. I frequently succeed in settling quarrels
and cutting short lawsuits, and satisfying both
parties by my decision in cases of dispute. The
natives prefer English judges to the tribunals of
their own princes, and always submit to our judg-
ments. The intervention of the Agents in judicial
matters takes place with the tacit assent /of the
princes.

“Our life (in Rajpootana) is not without its
charms ; indeed, we find it very pleasant. We live
all the year under canvas, with the exception of
two months during the intense heat, which are
spent at Mount Aboo. 8o accustomed are we to
this, that we are always glad to escape the confined
atmosphere of a bedroom. We rise before day
break and retire to rest before ten o’clock at night.
The day passes quickly in the whirl of business,
and of business there is always plenty. Our
recreation is hanting ; little hunts whenever.we
have an hour to spare. We have only to go out-
side the tent to indulge in this amusement. Hunt-
ing tigers and pig-sticking require preparation,
and are pleasures not obtainable every day.




8o INDIA [PART 1V,

Our wives share our gipsy existence ; they soon
get wsed to tent-life, and only leave it if their
health requires particular care. In that case we
send them to Agra, the city of all others in the
North-Western Provinces which offers the most
resources.’

I confess that I-was much impressed by these
accounts. Here are men, who combine the qualities
of the*hero, missionary (of civilisation), politician,
judge, soldier, and admihistratnr, living constantly
under a burming sky. I have seen few without
some marks of fever and dysentery on their faces,
and yet they are happy. However, the climate of
Rajpootana is considered healthy during the greater
part of the year. The bad months are September
and the first half of October, when, after the heavy
rains, the grass of the plains begins to rot. The
hottest season is during the months preceding the
rains of July and August—from the end of March,
through April, May, and June.

The sun has set, and we drive in a well-
appointed carriage about the streets of the city
of Jodhpore.

Our first visit is to the tank or reservoir con-
structed by Jeswant Singh. As scarcity of water
1s the great scourge of this principality and city,
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" in times of drought the people die of thirst. The

Maharajah, in spite of his indolence, is not devoid
of ambition. The idea of transmitting his name to
posterity by associating it with a grand work of
public benefit, from which future generations will
profit, is pleasing to him. But he has the defects
as well as the good qualities of his race. After the
first impulse, the feverish activity of the first few
days, come long periods of apathy. The works
are suspended : will they be renewed ? Happily,
an English engineer, Mr. Home, who is my com-
panion on this visit, is the man charged with the
present undertaking ; and not being inconstant
like the prince and his Hindoo engineers, he will
bring it to a successful termination. The sheet
of water before us, surrounded by balustrades of
sandlstone, with the rock towering above it, and
reflecting little temples and ancient ruins on its sur-
face, forms a pretty picture. It is India in reality
—ancient India—exactly such as was seen by
Alexander the Great.

I had scarcely returned from my drive, when
the commandant of the armed force came to the
Residency; by order of his brother the Maharajah,
to pay his respects. The young man was full of

animation, and carried on an inexhaustible conver-
VOL, 1I. G
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sation with my companions, which 1 was unable to
follow. I had retired into another part «of the
garden, when suddenly I was startled from my medi-

tations by a fiendish hubbu®. It was a troop of

monkeys, some of which seemed almost as tall as
myself. Running along the top of the, enclosure
wall, they dropped upon the tree under which I
was sitting, and then leaped to earth; some of them
touching me, at my side and all around. T had a
stick with me, it is true ; but how was I to use it ?
Such a proceeding would probably have displeased
them. I blush to think of it: I ran away! It
was not the behaviour of a brave man, I know,
but it was that of a prudent one. Moreover, no-
body saw me but the monkeys.

At seven o'clock in the morning, accompanied
by Mr. Home and Hur Dial Singh, I set off for
Mandore, the ancient capital of Marwar. It is
now a mere village of no interest—a heap of ruins
with a few small houses. But close by are the
tombs of the kings. :

The distance from the Residency is about four
miles, and our way lies due north. Considering
the bad road, our six horses were none too
many to drag the carriage over ground consisting
alternately of rocks level with the surface, and of

CHAP. 1V

sand.
mandi
sandst
of the
l)()SS(‘S
solituc
fear fr
living
brush,
twenty
At
of the
Th
o Aj
Singh,
Delhi,
Singh.
magni
own® t
quarte
stone |
master
But th
betray
especis
I’h()tog




RT 1V,

le to
f the

nedi-

p of

Ul as
sure
ch 1|
hem
ad a
it ?
ased

It
10w,
, NO-

CHAP. 1V.] RAJPOOTANA / 83

sand. Soon the fort of Jodhpore, with its com-
manding aspect, disappears behind some blocks of
sandstone. A few fine trees break the monotony
of the landscape, which, both from the features it
possesses and those it lacks, i the image of utter
solitude. The animals know they have nothing to
fear from man ; and yet we have not met a single
living creature, except a fox with an enormous
brush, who never stirred till we were within some
twenty paces of him.

At eight o'clock, after having crossed the site
of the ancient capital, we arrived at the tombs.

The largest and most beautiful of these is that
J Ajit Singh,® the posthumous son of Jeswant
Singh, and killed, at the instigation of the Court of
Delhi, by his own brothers Abhye Singh and Bakht
Singh. One of the murderers, Abhye,” raised this
magnificent monument to his victim opposite his
own®tomb. The two chhatras, built within a
quarter of a century of each other, of pink sand-
stone and grey marble, are reckoned among the
masterpieces of the composite Indo-Saracenic style.
But the one built by the murderer séems to me to
betray already signg of artistic decline, and this is
especially noticeable in the carving of the stone.
Photography has not yet penetrated into this

¢ Reigned from 1725 to 1750.
" Reigned from 1680 to 1725.
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remote corner of the world, and I have not seen
any drawings of these tombs. In spite of the suffo-
cating heat, I spent some hours in sketching them.
The other tombs, all of them more modern, and in-
cluding some even of the present century, show an
unmistakable decline of art. We examined several
of them ‘with the greatest care. Some are sur-
rounded by plantations, like the Moorish. gardens
in Algeria and Morocco. Raised footpaths, flanked
with trenches, cross each other at right angles,
and .the square beds thus formed are filled with
bushes and flowers. Fine trees overshadow the
roads, and spread around a delicious coolness.
And above their dense foliage rise the pink, grey,
and white tombs of the great chiefs of Marwar.
We mount to the upper story of the mau-
soleum of Ajit-Singh, opposite to that of his
brother. A small spacg opens out fo the left, sur-
rounded by several tomks, with a loreen curtain
them. \One of these
;ombines all

of magnificent trees behin
monuments, which is of great beauty,
the elements of Indo-Saracenic architeqture. But
seen from such a distance that the octagdnal pillars
present the appearance of columns, and the carved
or stucco ornaments disappear, it resembles the
tempietto of Bramante on the Janiculum, or that
of ,the Sposalizio of Raphael. The details are
thoroughly Indian. I make out four constituent
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parts: (1) a large square slab of granite, the base
of the monument ; (2) eight small octagonal pillars,
like those seen in all Jain temples, supporting with
the-aid of brackets—an essentially Hindoo con-
trivance—(3) some arches indented with small
toothed,mouldings (Moorish fashion), which again
serve to uphold an octagonal architrave, on which
/rises (4) the bulbous or crescent-shaped dome.

« Pink and white tones predominate in this
square, and the whole is gilded by the sun. The
silence reigping in this solitude, the difficulty of
a('('css,.t]w memories of the exploits and crimes
of a race at once chivalrous and barbarous, which
cling to these monuments, impart to t}iis secluded
spot the charm of an elegy and an epic peem.

The Maharajah, like his brothers, is pas-
sionately fond of horses and hunting. He says
that the money spent on these amusements is better
employed than that which goes to the fJewellers.
This afternoon he kindly sent to the” Residency,
for me to admire them at leisure, about twenty
thorough-breds, the finest in his stables. These
noble animals were in excellent condition. Among
them-we saw some splendid carriage horses im-
ported from Australia.
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Towards evening I made an excursion to Kai-
lana, partly by carriage and partly on an elephant.
Kailana, §ituated eight miles west of Jodhpore,
was the summer-palace of the late Maharajah. It
is a pretty, fanciful building, in the Indo-Saracenic
style. From a terrace we were shown some wild
boars feeding. This sight can be seen elsewheray
but the novelty to me was that, to our intense
disgust, guns were given to us, and we were in-
vited to shoot at this confused black mass which
was swarming at our feet. The site and the scene
transported me back in thought to the park in
beloved Friedland ; only in Bohemia nobody would
have proposed such a butchery as here is dignified
with the name of sport.

It was with regret that I had to leave the
zenana without having seen the master. The
hospitality I received there was not called forth by
any official recommendations. The directions sent
by the Viceroy to the Agent-General, Colonel Brad-
ford, did not reach him in time to be of any use,
and he was therefore unable to apprise Colonel
Powlett of my visit. The latter heard of it by
letters from Mount Aboo, and being obliged to
leave before my arrival, he said to his steward, ¢ A
gentleman is coming : open the house to him, and
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treat him as yow treat me.” The Colonel knows
by experience ,lho value of hospitality in a country
like India, and® practises it to a man whom he has
never seen, and probably will never see.

[ owe to a happy chance my having met here
Captain W. Loch, the assistant agent.of Colonel
Powlett. '

February 27.—I leave the Residency at seven
o'clock in the morning, still in the company of
Mr. Home, and in the same carriage of .the
Maharajah which had brought us hither. We
drive through the city for the last time, and leave
it by the Soldiers’ Gate.

Soon we see a small group of men on ' horse-
back galloping furiously across country, evidently
to . bar our road. The leader is mounted on a
splendid ¢ Waler.” The noble animal rears, plunges,
and kicks out furiously, but cannot throw his rider,

- who seems riveted to the saddle. He approaches

ws and salutes us courteously, saying that he is
come to bid us good-bye. He is the Maharaj
Purtab Singh, the brother and prime minister of
the Maharajah. This. time he does not wear his
handsome Marwari costume, but is in knicker-
bockers and shirt sleeves ; only he has forgotten to
put on his jacket. This costume is not handmme
and I prefer Purtab dressed as he was the other day ;
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but even in this homely attire he has a fine appear-
ance. He said many friendly words to me, but

‘the imperturbable expression of his countenapce

by no means corresponded with his utterances.
Not even the shadow of a smile passed across his
lips. I am told this is the manner of Rajpoots.

- Generally speaking, they are only poljte and atten-

tive'when they have something to ask for, to hope
Or to fear, and are not amiable by nature.
We proceed on our road, and the Maharaj,

 putting his horse to a gallop, is gone as quickly
"as'he came. I cast alast look behind me. The

fantastic outline of the fort stands out as if carved
against the sky. The perpendicular rock and the

\;Qlucp on its top, now bathed in saffron tints, can

just be distinguished through a thin golden film.
The carriage dives amid one of those groups of
low rocks which form the prevailing feature of the
country. Once more I try-to catch a glimpse of
the capital of the Desert. But the vision has
vanished ; Jodhpore has gon¢ from my sight for
ever.

We are now once more in the depth of the
Desert—the real Desert. A few paces from us
a fine dromedary, seated on his haunches —
a picture of melancholy—seems to look at us
with supplicating eyes. The faces of animals are
supposed to be destitute of expression; but to
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me they seem quite the' contrary. Here pain and
resignation are too plainly depicted on the fea-
tures of a camel. The poor animal has one foot
broken, and as the Hindoo dislikes to shed any
living creature’s blood, the owner has abandoned
him to his fate.- Not having any arms with us,
we unfortunately cannot grant his mute éntreaty.
Some good Samaritans, who are passing by, and
give the poor animal some food, would only be
prolonging his sufferings, were it nof™fer these
black birds which are hovering above us——mn'vs
ready to swoop down upon their prey and «devbur
him while yet alive. E

In one of the two oases which we are crossing,

some refreshments are served to us on the steps of

a temple. Swarms of flies dispute our luncheon

with us, and gigantic buffaloes snort a{ our feet.

It is noon, and men and beasts alike seem over-
powered by the sun.

At length, however, before sunset the QL\H
miles are accomplished without accident, and |
nightfall I reach Jodhpore station, and acttle duj\n
wmfortably in the railway-carriage.

Jeypore, February 28 and 29.—I have travelled

all night, and at nine o’clock in the morning the -

train enters Jeypore station. Surgeon-Major
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Stratton, the Resident of Eastern Rajpootana,
takes me to his residency, an old palace of the
Maharajah, situated three miles from the city. I
am put up in one of the tents erected in the garden
for the reception of the Duke and Duchess of
Connaught, who are expected hege shortly. |

¥ is a great commercial

The city of Jeypore
centre, and enjoys the reputation of being the
most prosperous of all the purely Hindoo -cities,
not only in Rajpootana, but throughout the
peninsula. Amber, the ancient capital, which is
situated four miles off, among the mountains, was
abandoned by, the celebrated Maharajah Jey Singh
because an old tradition forbids the princes of his
race to stay for more than six centuriesin the same
capital. Jey Singh, who in his pomp and splendour,
and in the patronage he lavished on art and
science, was the Indian rival, as he also was the
contemporary, of Louis XIV., caused this city, to
which, according to Rajpoot custom, he gave his
name, to be built in 1728.

Dr. Stratton is kind enough to take me thither.
The lofty «valls which surround the city are
plastered with pink clay, and the rains have traced
black perpendicular lines upon them, with a sin-
gular effect, and with a regularity due to the
battlements in which the water has accumulated

8 Population 140,000.
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before running off! Entering on the opposite
side, we drive into a long straight street. = The
houses, all of a pale pink or violet colour, are
ornamented with ]’)aintmgs representing pots of
flowers and arabedques, if such a word can be
applied to designs which are essentially Hindoo.
Other side streets cut at right angles the main
thoroughfare through which we pass, and which

leads to a large square. The houses, where not

actually contiguous, are connected by walls, the
upper part of which is pierced with small windows,
either semicircular or elliptic, am\d always filled in
with slabs of perforated stone.

Although the Oriental, partigularly the Hindoo,
and above all the Rajpoot, type of architecture is
here strongly marked, the plan of the city, the
straight streets, the houses built nearly after the
same pattern, all seem to me opposed to the spirit
of India. Could this possibly be a reflection of
that taste for uniformity and regularity which had
invaded Europe at the close of the period which
the French call the ‘grand siecle’? My thoughts
involuntarily reverted to the Place Vendome at
Paris, and the town of Karlsruhe, both built, if I
mistake not, in 1699.

In these large spaces, open to public traffic,
the utmost animation prevails. If the houses are
pink and violet, the crowd is white and red, and
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these four colours, blended together, give a gay
and festive aspect to the scene. The few women
that are to be seen belong entirely to the lowest
classes. There are numerous bullock-carriages,
carefully curtained if women are inside. Here, a

noble goes by with a golden head-dress like that of

a Doge, the bearers of his palanquin followed by
several servants running along at a trot. There,
one of his brother nobles, or some high official,
mounted on a fine horse, makes his way through
the crowd, who open their ranks with demon-
strations of respect. A host of grooms run on
foot behind their master. A number of camels
and some elephants, although a nuisance to the
foot-passengers, serve to vary the scene.

The Maharajah’s palace stands on a large open
space in the centre of the town. His soldiers, who
were stationed at the gate and in the outer court-
yard, some of thém in the garb of the country, and
others in European uniform, presented arms as
the Agent approached ; and four bandsmen struck
up ‘God save the Queen.’” We entered the inner
quadrangle, which was filled with courtiers and
uppey servants. Five or six enormous elephants,
splentlidly caparisoned, and with head and tusks

covered with paintings, were ranged in line of

battle. At length we alighted in front of the
main building, where the Maharajah himself resides.
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This prince is only twenty years of age. He
was adopted by the last Maharajah on his death-
bed. There is nothing extraordinary in this pro-
ceeding. In the native States the natural heir, if
there is one, is often prematurely enfeebled and
decrepit. Hence the princes have the right,
though that right is sometimes contested, of
choosing a successor in their family ; but they
never exercise it till the latest possible moment, if
not actually in articulo mortis. 'There are reasons
for this precaution. The adoptive son, if im-
patient by ‘nature, might hasten the hour of his
accession. . Towards the end of a reign, people
ask with anxiety who is to be the new ruler.
Hence the frequent surprises at the death-bed of
those in power.

The young Maharajah, of Jeypore is a hand-
some man, with a frank and prepossessing
countenance. He intended to go out to pay
visits of condolence to some noble families, and
was dressed therefore in white, with a silver-
hilted sword, white being the colour of mourning.
He was barefooted, according to Indian custom.
After having made us sit down, he expressed to
me his regret at being unable to converse with
me in English ; he had, begun to learn the lan-
guage, but his adoption had put an end to his
studies. A Maharajah has other things to do. I

4
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asked him what his impression had been onp learn-
ing that this great State was his. ¢ At the first mo-
ment, he replied, I felt afraid. The responsibility
alarmed me ; but now I am used to it.’

The hall where he received me is a long apart-
ment entirely open to the garden, and filled with
divans. On the walls are some English coloured
engravings, amongst others a portrait of the Prince
of Wales.

The external wall of the palace contains several
other detached buildings,~the most remarkable of
which are the two halls intended for public re-
ceptions. In one of these halls we were shown
with\pride a dais covered with plates of solid
silver and silver gilt, in the fashion of the French
Empire, with decorations in Persian style. This
precious piece of furniture was ordered by the late
Maharajah, and cost 50,0001 &\c entire character
and aspect of these large rooms, notwithstanding
the very perceptible influence of European taste, is
that of barbaric splendour.

The observatory, one of the great curiesities of
Jeypore, which is composed of a cluster of stone
buildings, is the work of Jey Singh, who passed in
India for one of the greatest astronomers of his
time. We were shown also the park of artillery.
The cannon are drawn by oxen, covered by the

red shabrac of a cav?gx officer, and with horns
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rn- ¢ enveloped in green gloth. The effect is odd in the :
10- 1 extreme. A :
ity The garden extends behind the palace. On
two sides of it, a line of magnificent trees stands
wrt- at right angles to the facade, the design of which
ith 18 fanciful and elaborate. We walk along raised
red paths bordered by small tanks. The pipes and
1ce taps which we see are intended for watering those
__who walk here. This old-fashioned diversion, in-
ral *\:entetl by the gardeners of the Khalifs, was the
of delight of the kings of Castille and Leon, and' in
re- after times of the princes and magnates of France
wn and Italy. Rappilygthere is no water in the tanks.
ylid In a retired part of the park, a pretty little temple,
ch shaded by mango-trees of many centuries, seems to
'his smile at ,us through the foliage. Bug let him be-
ate ware who should be rash enough to approach the :
ter god or the goddess of this spot! A harsh voice
ing commands us in a peremptory tone to stop; and
TR a Brahman of the sanctuary appears, full of wrath
and ready to bar_our passage. At this moment
s of the cannon begins to roar, and announces to the
Jne city the great event of the day : the Maharajah has
| in left his palace to go. and weep with seven noble ¢
his families. ~ Clouds of pigeons rise frofn the roofs and
ry. gables of the palace and fly awayscared. A strange
the and poetical contrast! In the air, these winged
ns fugitives ; in the garden, solitude and silence. A
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few paces from us, the Brahman who keeps his mc
spiteful eyes fixed on the intruders. Outside, the me
noise of the cannon and the confused voices of the ar
multitude. the
ag:

The late Maharajah, inflamed with the desire to
civilise his people, presented them with a theatre ten
built after a European model, a lawn-tennis ground, Ga

and a large and beautiful public garden. The
theatre has longbeen closed for want of spectators. pris
But in the park natives are to be seen walking arn
about, or sitting on benches instead of on their zon
heels, and coming on certain days of the week to wit]
listen to the concerts. Some young people are Am
amusing themselves withlawn-tennis. The princely that
veformer has also founded a school of art and seer
industry. We paid a visit to it, and saw inscribed Mal
in English over the gateway ¢ School of Arts.” It the

contamms some small pictures, pencil drawings,
jewels, and inlaid metal-work which struck :}q,as ]
being very pretty. The cloisonnéenamel of Jeypohe™ —th
is widely celebrated ; but the process of manufac- plac
ture is a secret. this
From the windows of this institution we saw the Aml
Maharajah returning from his round of visits. His 1
carriage, drawn by spirited horses, went by at a half-
brisk trot. Footmen in rich liveries run behind or 1
at full speed ; nobles, splendidly attired and well now
v

|
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mounted, surrounded the carriage, and a detach-
ment of'cavalry brought up the rear. The crowd,
a mingled mass of red and white, opened out to let
the cortége pass, and then immediately closed in
again : a vision, a meteor, a shooting star.

It was beginning to grow dusk when, to my in-
tense amazement, I saw that gas was being lighted.
Gas in Rajasthan! It is the acme of progress.

Leaving the city we met a gang of conviets or
prisoners.. They stood in line, and raising one
arm upright, and stretching out the other hori-
zontally, proceeded to clap their hands together
with a cry. This is their mode of salutation.
Among them, it must be confessed, were some faces
that looked fit for the gallows, but all of them
seemed cheerful and well-fed ; a proof that the late

Maharajah did not forget to extend his reforms to
the prisons.

Partly in a palankin, and partly on an elephant
—these two means of locomotion being kindly
placed at my disposal by the Maharajah—I made
this morning an excursion to the ancient capital,
Amber.

The country is a plain covered with temples,
half-ruined houses, deserted palazzetti,and chhattras,
or mausoleums. The large palace on our left,

now quite dilapidated and ready to tumble down,

VOL. IL H
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belongs to the Maharajah ; the big tank at its side
swarms with alligators. Approaching some hills
which border the plain on the north of the city,
we enter a narrow valley, winding between steép
heights crowned with forts. On our left, raised on
barren eminences, along the shores of a small lake,
are some castles built of pink sandstone. Some
have kept the colour of the stone ; others, where
not whitewashed, have Become yellow. Before us
“Hes the little oasis where nestles the ancient city,
which is nothing but a collection of palaces and
ruinous hoyﬁb, some of which are still inhabited.
The city walls run-over the summits of the moun-
tain, like the Wall of China on a small scale.
The resemblance is very strﬂ(mg. Behind these
dark brown ruins, beyond the sloping hills that
form the valley, expands the yellow desert, dotted
with black : sand and brushwood, and farther on
to the north the pale grey shades of a chain
of mountains mingle with the amber-coloured
tints of the sky. The composition of the picture
is fantastic, the tones severe, and -the whole effect
fascinating. But I doubt if any painter would
venture to imitate these colours, even if he found
them on his palette, lest he should be accused of
exaggeration and condemned as a mannerist.

An extremely steep path leads up to the palaces
and temples which constitute the citadel of Amber.
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ide The former belong to different periods. Eyes
ills which are in the smallest degree trained to distin-
ty, guish between the different changes which Rajpoot
ep architecture has gone through in the course of - ™
on \ centuries, are struck by the individuality of each of
ze, these buildings, as they stand huddled together on
ne the level summit of the rock.. And yet the same
re elements are found in all : lofty battlemented walls,
us kiosks with small cupolas supported by graceful
by, | pillars; balconies ranged one above the other, and
nd protected by a roof resting also on slender pilasters;
. large halls which present the appearance of quin-
in- cunces with their shafts springing up towards the
le. ceiling ; and balustrades around the terraces and
se along the stairs. A peculiar charm isimparted by
at’ the contrast between the walls of massive masonry,
ed of which the upper portion only is pierced here
on and there with windows, and the arcades and
in kiosks where walls are entirely absent: mediseval
ed fortresses linked to the open colonnades of ancient
re . Greece. From the point of view of the critic who in-
ct \ sists on every building proclaiming by its exterior
1d the particular use it is intended to serve, this is a”
1d puzzle, of rather a contradiction. = But as a picture
of : it is splendid. The Rajpoot artists seem to have
been painters before they became architects.
es Diwan-1-Am, the hall of audience, 1s an imita-
T tion of the halls at Delhi and Agra. The Emperor
n 2
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was annoyed at the Maharajah’s presumption in
venturing to take his palaces as models; and, ac-
cordingly, the Rajpoot prince hastened to plaster
over with stucco the exquisite carving of the
shafts and capitals. The beautiful slabs of pink
sandstone were whitewashed. The Picture Gallery
is 80 called on account of some bird’s-eye views of
the holy city of Benares and of two other towns.

Jey Mandir, all of marble, was built by the
great Jey Singh. The taste of the eighteenth
century is evident in the small mirrors which cover
the walls and the ceilings.

Sook-Nevas, the ¢hall of delights,’ is famous
for the painted tiling of its floor an{d the rivulet
that runs through the apartment, another feature
borrowed from the Emperor’s palace.

The Zenana, in my opinion the most ancient of
these buildings, is remarkable for its simplicity.
The reigning queen held her durbars in the hall
which occupies the centre of the courtyard. The
twenty-six queens were, and I believe the wives
of the present Maharajah are still, content, during
the visits which the prince pays here twize in the
year, with little cells