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THE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE, INCLUDING AN ACCOUNT OF BABYLON.

B.C, 2204. 'The first king who reigned in
Babylon, as we learn from the Holy Scriptures,
was Nimrod, the grandson of Ham; and of him it
is said, that ¢“he wus a mighty hunter before the
Lord.” From thesc words we may infer, he
employed his followers in the hunting of wild
beasts, to prepare them fox feats of courage in the
field, as well as to conciliate the favour of the
inhabitants to his government, by frecing thewm of
such dangcrous intruders. Nimrod, though ambi-
tious, appears to have been so fur a lover of peace,
that he used his power in building cities in the
countries which he subducd. And still desirous
of extensive dominions, he passed into Assyria
(as the passage in Genesis may be rendered) and
built Nineveh, after the name of his son Ninus,
This king Nimrod is understood to be the same
with Belus, a name signifying a Lord, the founder
of the Assyrian empire, and who was afterwards
adored as'a god.

Ninus succeeded to his father, and possessed
the same desire of extending his dominions; he
accordingly engaged the assistance of the Arab-
ians, and conquercd a vast extent of country,
from Egypt on the west, to Indiza and Bactriana
on the cast. Returning from these conquests, he
resolved to make Nineveh the largest city in the
world ; he procecded therefore with the work,
and extended' the city until it was upwards of

" cighteen miles in length and cleven in breadth.—

He fortified it also with walls onc hundred feet in

height, and of such breadth that threc chariots
might go abreast upon them.

After this, Ninus resolved to prosecute his
conquests in the cast.  1le accordingly ma.rchfzd
with 2 nuinerous army, and laid siege to Bactria,
the capital of the country.  Ile would now most
pruLably have been furced to raised the siege, but
for the awsistance of a lady named Semiramis, the
wife of une of his officers, by whose directions he
becane possessed of the citadel, and afterwards
of the city.  Ninus conceiving a violent passion
for this woman, her husband slew himself; when
the king took her as his wife.  On his return 10
Nineveh, he had one son by Semiremis, whom'he
numed Ninyas, and dicd leaving her in possession
of the government.

When Semiramis caume to the throne, she
resvlved on whing her name distinguished by the
greatness of her achievements ; she.accordmgly
undertook the building of the great city Babylon;
and for this end, it is said, she cmployed two
wmillions of men, collected out of the provinces of
her great cmpire. And here, that we may bring
the extent and greatness of this city into one
compendious view, we shall notice some O_f those
works which rendered Babylon so famous m.aﬁer
ages, and in the rearing of which Scmirauis, as
well as other potentates, had their share. .

The city of Babylon was built in an extensive
and fertile plain. Its walls were clg}}ty¢sevqn
fect 1n thickness, three hundred and fifty feet in
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height, and in circumference sixty miles.* The
walls were made of large bricks cemented with
bitumen, which, when dried, becume harder than
the bricks themselves. The gates, which were
made of solid brassg, arc said to have been one
hundred in all, cach side having twenty-five gates.
A branch of' the Enphrates ran through the city
from north to soutl, and on cach side of the river
was a quay, and a wall of the same thickness
with those which ehcompassed thecity.  Tn these

walls were brazen gates from the extremity of

every street’ that opened into the river, and a
flight of steps by way of descent. To fucilitate
communication between the two divisions of the
city, for which boats had been hitherto employed,
the building of n bridge across the Buphrates was
undertaken.  This bridge was in length two
hundred and twenty vards, and in breadth thirty
feet, and, as we are told, was of great strength,
and built with uncommen art. Great banks made
of brick and bitumen were at the same time raised
for the river in its whele conrse through the city,
as well as considerably above it, for the purpose
of confining the waters at the flood scacons within
their proper channel.

Another celebrated work near Babylon was an

TUE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE.

cned by a wally surrounding it on all sides, of*
twenty-two feet in thickness. A floor, strong
und compact, was laid upon the top of the archee,
and o mould of earth, so deep that the largest
trees as well as flowers and plunts flourished in it.
An engine or pump was placed on the upper ter-
race, whereby water was drawn from the river to
water the garden.  'We know not towhich of the
kings we are to refer this last work; but it is said
to have been raised to gratity the wish of one of
the queens who came from Media, and who
desired to have something on the plain of Babylon
like the mountain scenery of her own land.

The last work which we shall notice was the
temple of Belus. In the centre of this temple
was the famous tower, supposed to be the same
with that whoze building was stopped by the
confusion of tungues, as 1clated in the Scriptures,
but afterwards completed by Belus or Nimrod.—
[t stcod on the west side of the river, not far
irom the cld palace. This tower was & equare,
whoze sides were two hundred and twenty yards,
and its circumference half a mile.  Tts height was
cqual to one of the sides of the base,so that it was
considerably higher than the pyramids of Egypt.
Tt i5 said that onc might have ascended the tower

t
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artificial lake, but of such dimensions as ahmost to, by a flight of steps turning round the outside of
surpass belief. It wag a square, the cides of the building. On its top was an observatory, for
which were forty miles, its circumference onc Warking the motions of the heavenly bedies.—
hundred and sixty, and its depth thirty-five fect. But its chief use, as well as of the temple beside
Into this great reservoir the Euphrates was tarned, it; was to serve asa place for the worship of the
in order to enable the workmen to build the quays, god Belus.  And it miay be added, that the furni-
bn’dgc’ and other works above referred to. After ture, conoixt h‘lg of imagc.r, cups, and other utenslls,
these works were all finished, and the Euvphrates arc computed to have amounted to one hundres
was turned back to its own channel, the lake was and twenty millions sterling.
a reservoir to save the country frem inum}ation,' These then were the works which rendered
as that river, like the Nile, overflowed its banks Bubylon so celebrated, and in the bulding of them,
at certain seasons of the year. Inthis great lake, as has been said, Semiramis had her share.  After
sluices were made, that the water might be drawn, these were finished, she made a journey through
off to fertilize the fields as cceasion required. ‘;everal parts of her empire. and left many monu-
This city was also remarkable for its palaces,ments of her power as well as good policy as a
and hanging gardens. The palaces were two, princess. She built aqueducts to supply with
and they stood at the ends of the bridge above,water places that were deficient. She made
referred to.  They had communication with each {highways casy by cutting through mountains and
other by a tunnel, which was built when the river filling up valleys, and by such means she came at
was dry. 'These palaces are said to have been of length to possess great authority over her people.
great dimensions. The one on the cast, callcd'Her desires, however, were not satisfied with the
the new palace, being seven miles and a half in dominions she posscssed, she sought to enlarge
circumference; and the cther, on the west,called{them by an expedition against India : in the first-
the old, being three miles and three quarters. In engagement, at the crossing of the Indus, she
the former of these were the hanging gardens;|gained a victory over the Indian king, but on
they were contained within a square, each side of advancing farther she was defeated, after having
which was four hundred feet; they stood onjlost two-thirds of her army. Semiramis after
terraces raised one above another, until the height|this, abdicated the govermment, on the discovery
equalled the walls ; the ascent was from terracejthat her son Ninyas, with one of her principal
to terrace, by stairs ten feet wide. The fabric officers, was plotting against her. She reigned
was founded on vast arches, on which others|in all, forty years, and was succeeded by her son.
again were reaved ; and the whole was strength-|  Ninyas, in his public conduct, was wholly un-
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like his mother Semiramis.  1le shut himself’ up
in his palace at Nineveh, and scldom shewed
himself to his people. IHaving little influence
over them, he kept them in subjection by troups
drawn from the several provinces of his empire ;
when one levy had served fur the period of one
year, they were succeeded by another, and his
policy in this short service, was to keep the
oflicers from forming any attachment with their
men, and so conspiring against his govermnent.—
From the time of Ninyas there is w lung blank in
the history of the first Assyrian cmpire, extending
over the period of more than one thousand years.
It would scem the princes during this time, like
Ninyas, were effemina’ ed by luxury, as Sesostris,
king of Bgypt, (B.C. 1191), extended his con-
quests as far as the Ganges without any oppusition
from Assyria.

Passing over this long interval, we come to the
time (B. C. 770) when Pul, one of the kings of
Assyrin, received from Manahen, one of the hings
of the ten tribes, one thousand tulents of silier,
to sccure him on his throne. This Pul is sup-
posed to be the same Fing who repented at the
preaching of Jonah, and the futher of Sardanapalus,
who succeeded him.  This last prince was given
up to luxury and vice ; he spent his tiwe in feast-
ing and guilty pleasures ; and it was the sight of
this effevinate man, in the midst of Lis seraglio,
that filled Arbaces, governor of Media, with such
indignation, that he, alung with the guvernor off
Babylon, entered into a conspiracy against him.—
Sardanapalus having taken the ficld, was over-
come, wlien he shut himself up in Nineivch, in the
hope that there he would be secure; but the city
being taken, he burnt himsclf; his cunuchs, and
women, and an immense amount of trewsurcs, on
one funeral pile.  And with him ended the first
Assyrian empire, after having subsizted one
thousand four hundred and fifty years.

B. C. 747. The sccond Assyrian empire comn-
menced with the reign of Belesis, governor of
Babylon, who, as we have just said, conspired
against Sardanapalus and dethroned him at Nme-
veh. This king called also Baladan in scripture,
was the father of Merodachbaladan, who sent
ambassadors to congratulate ezekiah on his re-
covery from sickness. After the reign of this
latter prince a blank occurs in the history of the
affairs of Babylon.

After the revolution alrcady referred to, the
first of the kings who began to reign at Nincveh,
was Tiglah Pileser. Ahaz, king of Judah, sought
the assistance of this prince against Israel andDa-
mascus, which he granted, ard subdued his enc-
mies, but distressed him afterwards by rendering
him a tributary of Assyria. Salmanezer suc-
ceeded Tiglah Pileser in the empire. In his time

the kingdom of Isracl having rebelled, he subdued
thow with an ary, took their king Hoseu, and
removed the ten tribes from the land of their fu-
thers, thus putting an end to the kingdom as the
prophets had foretold.  Sahmanczer dying Sena-
cherd suceeeded him. It was this prince whose
army, amounting tv cighty-five thousand men,
was destroyed by an angel in one mght.,  After
thi. vverthrow he tled to Nmeveh, where he was
akun by his two suns—these puricides, however,
were obliged to flee mmto Armenia, and left the
hingdow to Esathka. don ther younger brother.,

As the royal faunly m Labylon had become
eatinet, Bsarbaddon anncxed Babylon to his do-
nuiions, wind reigned over the umted empires,—
1T removed such of the trbes as yet remained in
the lanl, and sent colomasts of 1dvlators to Sama-
1ia, who were the fathers of the race of Sumaritans
in after times. e defeated also Manasseh, king
of Judal, and carried him to Bubylon.  After
reigning thirteen years over Nmeveh and Babylon
he left the empire to his sun Nebuchodonozor the
{list.  This prince was attacked by the Medes,
but he defeated them in a pitched battle, and en-
tering thieir country he took thewr caputal, slew
thelr king and 1etusned to Nineveh,

Saracus succeeded Nebuchodonozor the first,
but being weak and elienunate, Nubopolassar, a
Baby lunian, usurped the governuient of that part
of the cugnre, whd niking an allance with Cyux-
wre., Ling of the Medes, who was deswrous to be
revenged Lecuuse of the death of” his father, the
wiited anmies of Bub, lon and Media took Nimne-
velrand wtterly destroyed it as the prophets had
furctold.

It was at this time that Nccho, king of Egypt,
alurnied becausc of tiic puwer of Babylon, in al-
liance with Media, marched an army towards the
Euphrates ; on his way he was attacked by good
Jowiah, king of Judah, whose forces he overthirew
and wounded the king, thut he died at Jerusalem,
Necho continued his wareh, he defeated the Ba-
bylonians, and tuok one of their cities in which he
placed @ gurrison.  Returning to Egypt, he de-
throned Jchoahaz, sun of Josiah, who had been
proclaimed king without his consent. IIe now
wet Jehoiakim his brother on the throne, and
impozed a tribute on the land.

Nazbupolassar, kuyg of Babylon, getting into
years, he took his son Nebuchodonozor the se-
cond as partner in the empite. This prince 1n his
turn defeated Necho, retook Carchemish, and en-
tering Judea took Jerusalem. On s father’s
death, Nebuchodonozor the second succeeded to
the whole cipire, and Danicl and others beng
taken captives to Babylon, he interpreted to this
prince his dream concerning the golden image.~—
Jehoiakim the king of Judah dying, his scn Je~
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hoiachin succeeded him, who, with & multitude efiof heaven. A year after this he died and left his
his people, his princes treasurcs and sacred ves-jkingdom to his son Evil-Merodach.

scls were carried to Babylon. Nebuchodonozor| In this prince’s reign, Danicl was cast into the
appointed Zedekiuh, uncle to the former king, to lions den, but although he appears to have been
reign at Jeruselem, but he muking an :llianceymerciful buth to Danicl and king Jehoiachin,
with Fgypt and revolting, Jerusalem wus taken|whom he released from prison after a long con-
and destroyed, und Zedekizh and hiy sons ladenlfinement, he was put to death by his own rela-
with irons werc taken to Babylon. It was this{tions because of his crimes, and Neriglissar, his
king whosc imnage the three Iuraelites reiuscd tosister’s husband reigned i lus stead. This prince,
worship. It was he also, who took Tyre after|it mey be observed, began the war with Media,
incredible labor, znd a scige of thirtcen years, and which soon alterwards ended in the overthrow of
reccived as the prophets had furetold, the spuils Babylon. aving reigned fourteen years he was
of conquered Egypt, as the hire for his servicesin succeeded by his son, a licentious prince, who
overthrowing that prond city. On his rcturn to reigned only nine months.  After him succeeded
Babylon, he becawe lifted up with pride in retiect-) Belshezzar, supposed to have been the son of
ing on his greainess: as a chastisement he was{Tvil-Merodach. e was the iast of the kings of
deprived of his reason and became Lke a beast, Babylun, and was slain on the night thut Cyrus
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but being wondeifully restored he zdered the Gec

took the city. B. C. 536.

ENERAL ASSEMBLY

CarcurTa.—Out of various intere.ting mute-
rials, we select at present one subject,—the case
of onc individual, who very peculiarly claims our
prayers. He may be viewed, in his turn of cha-
racter and in his experience, as the type and
representative of a farge clazs of his countrymen,
on whom European light and Christian luve are
beginning to tell. His history very vividly 1llus-
trates the fearful nature of the contest that must
be waged between truth and civor, when the
stronghold of Satan is assailed, and his throne
shaken. In his trials, the power and patience of
Christian faith are manifestcd, and amid our form-
ed and fashioned modes of Christianity, we cannot
but stand inawe as we gaze upon is carnest
reality, in a new born child of God, called actually
himself to deal with those terrors and pains which
we can but faintly suppose possible.

The case of this young man is thus introduced
into the Committee’s Report to the General As-
sembly :—

As an attestation of the inseparable connection
formed in the minds of the pupils of your instjtu-
tion, between scientific and Christian instruction,
—as a_beautiful example of the way in which
these departments are made to blend, and in
which the greater wins its victory,—your com-
mittee entreat your attention to the case of one
individual, Mahendra Lal Bassack. Iow much
Mahendra_had distinguished himself in merely
intellectual attainment, your committee now pre-
sent to you very unequivocal and striking proof.
They lay upon your table, along with this report,
voluntary exercises performed by this remarkuble|
youth, at the age of little more than fourteen,—

'S INDIAN MISSION.

The department to which these exercises belong,
was by no means the only branch of intellectuul
culture in which he excelled. But these slone
mark a proficiency scarcely ever attained among
ourselves at a similar age. The cxercises now
laid upon your table, contain very numerous in-
stances of new demonstrations of some of the most
iwportant propositions in Buclid’s Geometry.—
Your committee, guarding themselves against the
danger of implicitly following the impulse which
led them to admire and appland the generous da-
ring of the attempt, subjected the excrcises to the
revisal of ene, whom all will acknowledge tobe a
thoroughly competent judge,—who has few equals
among us, cither in correctness of mathematical
knowledge, or in richness of original resource,—
Dr. Wallace, late professor of Mathematics in the
University of Edinburgh. Dr. Wallace’s opinion
of the merits of this youthful investigator, is thus
expressed, in a letter to the Convener of the com-
mitiee :—

T herewith return the very intevesting MS., written
by the lindu youth, Makendra Lal Basack, containing
demonstrations of various propositions in the elements of
Fuclid. The demonstrations are, I believe, new, and, at
any rate, they are the resuit of the writer’s own reflections.
I will not say that they ave better than those which have
come duwn to us from the Greek geometer, but on various
geonds they are remarkable, A disquisition on a branch
of abstract” science from the pen of o Hindu is quite 2
phenomenon. It is such as would have done credit to
student in a British University. The writer has shown
an intimate acquaintance with' the logic of Geometry, and
nmch skill in its application.”

Now this young man, so distinguished by his
zcal for intollectual culture, has been not less con-
spicuous for his ardent inquiries after Christian
truth, and for the freedom and boldness with which

he declared his admiration of the Gospel, Of the
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sincerity of this zeal he has been called to give
abundant proof, .
October, 17, 1838.

“ Ho had refused,” says Mr. MeKay, “ to tuke part in
some idolatrous ceremony which was held in his father's
house. The father immediately became alnrmed, that his
son was too far advanced in the way of becoming a fol-
lower of the despised Founder of the Christian faith. He,
cousequently, not only prohibited his son from coming to
school, but went to ull the families, where his son had
cither relations or intimate acquaintances attending onr
institution, and used his utmost endeavor to persuade the
parents and guardians to withdmw cvery one of them
from our superintendence.  “The consequence was, that
eight or ten young people were immediately ardered to
leave off attendance ; and Mahendra was prohibited from
having any intercourse with as.  After some weeks ab-
sence, he was permitted to return 3 but in consequence of
o second alarm, was a second time withdrawn; and, at

resent, I have no hope that he will be allowed 10 resume
{:is studies. I, however, occasionally see him. Ile is
continuing to seck after the truth.  As is natural to a per-
son so young, and of dispositions soamiable, he scems
yet unprepared to take any step which would separate an
aged father and his only son.  The bent of Mahendr’s
mind leads him to tho study of the evidences; and this
investigation scems just now to occupy a large portion of
his time, and to engage almost all his thonghts. He dare
not open a hook ut home ; but keeps those volumes which
he is now studying, at a friend'’s house; and seizes every
opportunity of perusing them, which his peculiar circum-
stances permit. His father has tried several plans to
Jead hiz mind away from the subject of religion.  These
having fuiled, he required his son to attend a Hindu the-
ologian, in order that he might receive instruction in the
religion of his countrymen. I have hopes that fkis me-
thod, under the divection of Divine Providence, will be of
advautage to him. Heis not, I think, likely 10 give
credence to o mass of absurditi=s brought forward as mere
dogmas, without one atom of rational cvidence.  Besides,
that which he is now construined to do, may perhaps pre-
pare him the more for contrasting the two systems, and
for preferring that which is true.  May the Lord, by the
spirit of all grace, lead nnd guide him to the truth, and
prepare his way before him.”

“ December 17, 1838.

# Of Mahendra, whose case I mentioned to you in my
last communication, 1 have not heard any thing for some
time. He was, soon after the time at which I wroteyou,
prohibited from going any where ont of his father’s house,
unless to some friends in the immediate neighborhood.—
Even upon these occasions, he is escorted by two strong
Hindustani servants ; so that any attempt on his part, to
have intercourse with us,would subject him to harsh treat-
ment. from these guards, and eventually to imprisonment
in his father’s house. I hear of him occasionally by a
rclation of his own, who wascompelled to leave the school
when Mahendro. was taken away from it.  He thinks the
harsh treatment to which his friend is now subjected, is
owing to his having asked his mother one day how old he
was.  Young people are their own masters at sixteen;
and the idea immediately occurred to the minds of those
who wish to change the young man’s religious views, that
ho meditated a separation from his family. His friend
brought a short letter from him to me 1ately, wherein
Mahendra states his confidence that he is some months
more than sixteen; but he has no means of proving that
this is the case, should his father deny it."

« February 9, 1839.

“ The young lad, Mahendra, whom I have mentioned
on former cceasions, continues to grow more and more in
attachment to the truth ; and althuugh his father has him
s0 closely watched, as to prevent him from being imme-
diately admitted into the Church of Christ, I look upon
him as g true disciple of our blessed Lord and Saviour,—
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A very interesting circumstance comected with this case
iz, that although Madhiendea has been withdrawn from the
school, and although he hus been prohibited from reading
English books or writing,—he has, notwithstanding, con-
| trived to prepare a very long Essay on the Evidences of
Christinnity, exhibiting u Jucid und comprehensive view of
the subject, and proving the ability of this interesting
youth to *give to every one that asketh, a reuson of the
hope that is in him.” "

The Assembly’s Committee inform us that while
preparing their report, nccounts have been re-
ceived of the baptism of Mahendra. Ile is now
Iresiding with Mr. Ewart in the mission house.

The accounts here referred to are contained in
the following letter from Mr. Ewart, dated
Calcutta, 11th March, 1839 :—

* As I mentioned last month I am now occupying the
house at the institution, and find it very convenient and
comfortable.  Dwarkanath lives with me; and I re-
joice to say that Mahendra, concerning whose persecu-
tions for the truth's sake. 1 have formerly written to you,
is now also a member of my houschold, and has Deen
admitted into the church of the blessed Saviour by bap.
tism. He was baptised in this house, by me, on Friday
last, the 8th inst,, in the presence of my brethren,
Messrs. Charles, M-Donald and Meiklejohn, who all con-
curred in thinking him_a fit subject for baptism. Oneo
missionary friend, the Rev. Mr. D. Rodt, was also pre-
sent. It may be proper that some account of the cir-
cumstances connected with the solemn step which Ma-
hendra has taken sheuld be laid before you.

* ‘This young man has been known to us for a consid-
crable time, as you have alrendy been informed, as an
enquirer after treth.  He was withdrawn from the in-
institution about June last year, on account of his refu-
sing to identify bimself with the idolatrous worship of
his family. He scems to have been greatly stimulated
to go on, in lus search after truth, by the treatment
which he received; and, in the midst of many difficul-
ties, opposition of every kiud, and even harsh treatment
from his father, continued to prosecuie his enquiries af-
ter truth, I could sce him occasionally, when an op-
portunity occurred of his getting away from the persons
who constantly watched his motions.” Various circum-
stances connected with his progress in attachments to
the teuths of our boly faith, 1 have detailed to you in
former letters,  So early as the time of Mr. McKay’s
departure I had guod hwopes of him, and he ‘announced
to me his decided belief in the truth of the christian reli-
gion in November jast; and more than a month ago,
expressed his earnest desire toreceive baptism. T hes-
itated for some time, asour brethren of St. Andrew’s
church bad had no opportunity of secing him, and con=
versing with him on the subject of baptism and the doc-
trines of revelation,  fiven Mr. Macdonald had notseen
hLim often, owing to his having it in his power to come
only secretly,and for a very short time. The circum-
stances 100, in which he was placed, had their effect in
puuting us in remembrance to seek the most prudential
way, consistent with revealed duty, of admitting him
into the church of Christ.  After consulting repeatedly
with Mr. Macdonald, I had determined to cunfine my
attentionto what the Scriptures declare to be our duty
in such casess  We both agreed in thinking that Mahen-
dra was asincere believer in Christ, and it appeared to
us,that the fear of ulterior consequences should not keep
us back from giving eflect to the Saviour’s command, or
from following the example of the apostles, who do not
appear to have hesitared, in the most trying cases, to
give instant baptism to converts. ‘

¢ Although our minds were duly made up as to the
duty of baptizing, no day was appointed for the holy
ordinance being administered. In fact no day could be
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appointed, as we could not tell, owing o the circum-idence of fitness in tho subject to whom the sacrament
stances in which Maliendra was placed, at what par-|was given, than we possessed in this case. May the
ticular time he could be present.  [ntimation was given| Lord God follow, whaut his sinful aud unworthy servants
to me four or five days nzo, that his relations all knew | have done, with his gracious blessing, and avert all the
that he had been coming to me from timo to time, and |ditliculties which the hatred and revenge of the enemics
that they had derermined to confine Lim mote clusely, of the blessed Saviour may be tempted by Satan to stir
and place another person to watch him.  As the intimu- {up.
tion came from a source which left no doubt as to the| ¢ Mahendra’s father, who is a man considerably ad-
intentions of his relations, 1 did not expect to see him [vanced in life, having understood that his son was ut my
for many days, and felt that nothing could be done by us [house, cane about four o’clock of the day on which Ma.
in his bebalfy save to presest our supplications and car- fhendra bt Lis house, nad used all the persuasion ho
nest prayers to the Alm:ghty Father, that he might pro- | could, to induce las sun to go Lome with him, and I
tect und detend the lad from the enemivs of his'soul.— ! told him of course, that T was not detsining the lad, of
L'o my agreeable disappointment, he came in on Frie,whidh, indeed, Lie was perfeetly couvinced.  lle could
day, just after breakfust, and alter some conversation,  not prevail then, and 1eturned several times the samo
declared hiis firm pwipuse of not 1etaruing 1o bis futaes’s afternoon, accompanied by othier persous, but was equal-
house, and his carncst desite o teceive baptism, when- | ly unsuccessful.  The father allowed, in speaking with
-ever it should appear proper and comvenivnt. Thelhis son, that he was upwards of sixteen. e allowed
treatment which he dreaded, made him resolve not w | the same thing te me also, but thut he was of opinion
veturn; at the same time, when the probable results, [ that sisteen years cight months was the period ot mas
that might follow his baptism, were laid before him, {joity. T suppose that he has found out his mistake,
such as his futher’s gewting possession of his person, by [fur he now maintains that the age is only fifteen years
making. or getting made, false statements vegarding his fand some mowhs,  The father returned the morning
age, he announced hs willingness to sufler anythiog [after the baptism, accompanied by his brother-in law —
which his baptism might bring upon bim - But he had | They were mformed that Mahendra Lad been baptized,
o strong impression that, shouid he not be baptized that]and, 1o appemance, were far more unmoved by the inv
day, and again veturn to Lis father, a future opportumty [ telligence than I had espected.  Notwithstunding of
might not return soon ov at all. e also had reasons Jtheir being aware of what had taken place, they still
for supposing that his relations woulld give Lim no far- fcontinued to solicit him tv go, promising to_allow him
ther trouble, when they should knuw that he bad veally fall the hberty which he chose.  He could not trust
submitted to the mitiatory rite of the cliristian cliurclt [ them, nor did e bave any desive to accompany them,
*¢ All these circumstances had weight with our minds. although he had known their words to be true.  His
When Mr. Macdonald arvived at the institctiun, the jfather stiil continues to urge him to return, but we have
whole subject was considered ancw, and we felt our-{various clear proofs of his sciupling not to sacrifice
selves shut up to the conclusion that we would be doing { truth, with o view to gain his end ; so that the son is
wrong in delaying to give baptism to one whom we re-|led to put no confidence in the father’s professions. I
garded as a true believer, when the administration of it{do not lock upon the age as being of any iaportance, so
was so cagerly desired by him, and nothing appeared | far as the baptism is concerned § for surely a youth at
against the performance of the solemn iite, but a prob-|fourtcen or fificen may be as competent to receive tho
ability of ulterior consequences, which the Almighty [truths of religion and to become a member of the church
could easily avert, if it scemed to him good. We|as one at sixteen. But the age is of very great impor-
however, felt the propriety of laying the matter befote |tance so far as the power of the futher s coneerned 5
our brethren of the Kirk, and of giving all due weight | for, if by false or fair means, the father can make out in
to their opinion upon a case, in many respects so impor- | court, that his son is under sixtcen years ¢f age, we can
tant. I consulted with Mv. Charles, and found that bis | no longer protect him. I believe him to be upwards of
opinion was rather for delaying a short time, than by |sixicen, but it is extremely difficult to get proof which
administering baptism on thut very day, to give cause|would be sufficient to overthrow the statements whicha
for any uppearance of precipitancy : at the same time he | futher may have itin his power to bring forward, The
declared his willingness to be present that evening, and | principal evidence will be the kuskii or horoscope,
countenance the proceeding, stould Mr Macdonald and } which the father may, for aught we know, get forged to
myself feel persuaded of the propriety of administering j answer his end.  The only subject of my anxiety, then,
the ordinance that day. I had nottume 10 call on Mr. [ is about the father’s having it in his power to get his
Meiklejohn then, My colleague and myself, having son back again.  For Mabendia this would Ve a calami-
again viewed the whole circumstances of the case, aud . tous circumstance, and I pray carnestly to God, that if
having conversed again with Mablendra, did not feel any plans are forming to get him back,- through Divine
ourselves at liberty to hesitate any longer.  Intimation|wisdom they may be defeated. I will not be able to
of this was accordingly conveyed to the chaplains, who put you in possession of the circumstances that may en-
both came oat here in the evening ; had a conversation | sue, until the nest overland mail,—X fear that this leiter
with the lad—were perfecily satisfied withthe clearness is already o day toolate.  Then I shall, d. v., put you
of his views, and the dicision of his mind, and the snc-iin possession of all that occurs, of all the various mach-
rament of baptism was thereafter administered ;~—DMr. inations to which his enemies may have recourse, agrinst
Meiklgjohn commencing the service with prayer, and our young and amiuble fricnd. May we be enabled 10
Mr. Charles offering up the prayer immediately follow- overcome the fear of man which worketh a snare, and
ing the baptism, to put our trust in God that we'may be safe.”—Gencral
“ 1 do not know that we could have desired more ev-| Assemdly's Home and Foreign Missionary Record.
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The marvelous excilement occasioned by the
crusades in the European states, had also the ef-
fect of bringing into systematic operation an
institution which contributed much, though in-
directly, to the revival of learning. The spirit of
chivalry had its fullest exemplification during the
wars of the crusaders, and affected so materially
the manners and principles of society during the
eleventh century, that historians have usually
considered it in the light of an extensive and be-
neficial institution. It doubtless arose naturally!
out of the system adopted by the various states
that arose after the full of the Roman empire.
Its origin is to be ascribed to the feudal system.
In that system, the relation which subsisted be-
tween a lord and his vassal required a reciproca-
tion of services, and afforded an occasion, whatever
might be its faults in other respects, for the most
magnanimous, the most enthusiastic devotedness.
In the feudal mansions of a Germanic lord, we
trace the commencement of knighthood in those
who held offices of trust about his person. Their
ability to discharge the duties of it, would be
their first recommendation to the post of trust
and danger.  Afterwards, when the sancticns of
religion acquired weight and strength, its solem-
nities were added to their more formal investiture.
Their duties, at first a matter of necessity, be-
came honourable. The bold, spirited and saga-
cious created an office for themselves. They
became an order, imbued with the moral senti-
ments of the priest and fired with the reckless
courage of the barbarian. They gave a tone to
the times. They opencd the halls of the great
to the songs of the poet and the tales of the
romancer. Their own achievements furnished
the themeand story ; and their wasa class of men,
ready to avail themselves of both, to give interest
and the semblance of truth to their historic poet-
try. The Troubadours were an order of persons
whoin the middle ages subsisted by the arts of
music and poetry. They were itinerant bards
and musicians, were held in great respect and
often arose to high distinction. It is remarkable
but it is true, that if you scarch into the early
history of any tribe of Europe or America, you
will observe the existence of a class which pro-
fesses, as we say in Scotland, the same qualifica-
cations. Among the Jews, of course, you are
sensible of the ecarly subsistence of an order of

om page 331.)

'Lamentations, the Songs of Moscs, David, Isniah,
and other prophets, were written in measure und
sung, probably by those who composed them.——
“As for the gods of the heathen they are but
idols, but it is the Lord that made the heuvens,”
was the burden of their song. They had truth
for the basis and groundword of their poetry, but
a similar mode of expression, a poetical music
seems to have been universal. Musicians or
bards were a ruce highly honoured among the
Danish tribes. The bards of Gaul says Strabo;
were held in singular honour, In Wales, many
of them were massacred by Edward the I'irst, be-
canse the order had great enough irfluence to
counteract his designs upon the liberties of the
people.  In Ireland, on one occasion, the chicfs
only of separate bands of them mustered to the
number of a thousand. Well, a similar order of’
persons cvidently the ofispring of carlier days,
appeared in the middicages. They were among the
chief literati of the day. 'They indicated the twi-
light of the poetry of the present time. They
were the fathers of romance so fashionable in the
last century and prepared the way for the novel
which is so prevalent in this. ’

Another cause which may be considered as having
exerted a favourable influence upon the revival of
literature, was the general use and establishment of
the Roman civil law, ¢ The Roman law, from its
peculiar beauty and clegance,” says Erskine, ¢has
got the appellation of the civil law, although that
epithet was applicable originally to the laws of all
countries alike.”  There is reason to believe that,
prior to the fourteenth century, the Roman code
was not unknown in the middle ages. As cities
grew-rich and populous, a way was preparing for
the introduction of some system of jurisprudence.
The civil law Legan to be diligently studied and
laboriously commented upon first in Italy, which
long continued the school ot its most successful
promulgation. .Other parts of Europe caught
from Italy the enthusiasm, and sent a vast number
of students to Bologna and other Italian schools, to
be educated in the Roman jurisprudence. In
England and France, institutions were soon estab-
lished for its cultivation. It became the fashionable
study, and was held in such estimation as to super-
sede, for a time, the cultivation of all other arts
and sciences. The military character proportion-
ately sunk in public estcem. Public honours were

poetical musicians. The Book of Psalms, the

reserved for the most successful students of the

——
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civil or Romun luw, and its proficients found nl

ready access to the highest political oftices in the
stute.
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support the repute of it 7 But for the effurts of
many gigantic minds that have struggled for light
in days ot darkness; but for the magnificent

Among other causes that right be adverted to, | patronage of the noble and noble-minded, what a
as giving force and vivacity to the revival of ‘state had we been in? What & dry waste and
literature, there was the memorable dispute about | wilderness had been the present history of man ?
investitures, between the Imperial and Roman, The matter of astonishment i, that our reverence
courts, which excited all the passionsand prejudices for literature and science should be so small, our
of men, und called to the combat the literary devotedness to their interests so miserably cold
champion ; there was also the disputes between and parsimonious. Whatever be the cause of it,
the clergy of the cast and west, against the head of|this is certainly true, that an impartial observer
the church, the one vainly attempting to establish  of the paucity of; the literary institutions, and smal
the dream of infullibility and absolute power, the number of students in this country, might be
othermaintaining their rights with a firmand decent | excused, if not justified, in concluding, that it was
freedom ; there was, moreover, the infiuence of 1 our intention and design to become barbarians,—
commierce, Which undesignedly excited the spirit of | Wihere is the provision we have made for the
inquiry, and by the necessity of actual observation ,contrary? Where is the enthusiasm that would
and research, furnished the Lnowledge most cven ask or call for such provision? We are,
wanted in the infancy of learning. One can only you may depend upon it, an unthinking and in-
refer to additional causes, such asthe putronage ferior race. Our passions, our prejudices and
of the great, to the establishment of universitles,!ollr ignorance, arc suffering the destinies of a
and the travels of scholars, who returned to noble country to runawry in ways of darkness.
their respective countries laden with accumulated Let us sink within our breasts the petty prejudi-
observation and extensive knowledge. All thesejces of our day and generation, sins we have
may be regarded as either principal or accessary contracted since the day we were born—let us
causes which brought about that splendid though  look backward to the brilliant efforts of former
late revival of literature, which, in the fourteenth times—Iet us set an example, though late, to the
and fifteenth centuries, broke in upon the darkness |ignorant usurping crowds of the Western world

of the middle ages. It is impossible, in such a
shortand cursory view as I haveattempted, to enter
with nice discrimination iato the various divisiona
of s0 vast a subject, or to show, otherwise than by
the mere pointing of the finger, the actual state of
literature and science during those centuries.—
From that time till now, Europe has enjoyed the
immense privileges which, under Divine Providence,
the preceding causes have been labouring to bring
forth.  But privileges that are easily inherited are
apt to be undervalued. IHow easy the approach
now to the treasures of ancient as well as modern
knowledge; how accessible every avenue to litera-
ture and usefu! truths. And yet, on the other
hand, how general that vulgar quality of the human
mind, which regards what is common as worthless?
How miscrable the estimation with which know-
ledge is regarded, where men consider it not worth
the seeking ? How wretchedly poor the sacrifice

they would make, either to acquire science or

and seek provision for the encouragement of lite-
rature and science, that schools and universities
may be endowed with a view to that end.

On a former occasion, I submitted to you my
views respecting the objects that might be at-
tsined and ought to be aimed at by this insti-
tute. If duly supported and encouraged it
might supply a desideratum in modern society,
a useful course of instruction apart from the
higher qualifications necessary in the more im-
portant proesfsions. Were this object accom-
plished, I should rest secure in the belief of this
country’s ultimate prosperity. We much need,
as good men say, a revival in the midst of us—
and that a speedy and powerful revival of the
sense of our obligation to prosecute and to sup-
port the inferests of literature and science, may
take place, is surely an carnest desire of mine,
and I trust is yours,
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THREE CONSOLATORY LUETTERS TO PARENTS ON THE DECEASE OF THEIR
CHILDREN.

The death of children isa conwon affliction and j and came into the house of the Lord, and worship-
a severe one to affecticaate parents.  When they iped.” A plain token that he could draw comfort
find themselves surrounded by their little ones, |{rom the conditions of the one, which he could not
whose very waywardness does not weary, how |from the other. And so he says to his servan's :
slow to think of them torn from their embrace, and |« shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.”
hurried away to the silent grave! The idea of] And this, we may obscrve, is still the consolation
disappointed hope is always painful. When we|of belicving parents, when called to weep over the
have with care reared some delicate plant, when it} graves of their little ones :—%We shall go to
has begun to put forth leaves, and when the budsthem, but they shail not return to us.” We have
have not yet burst, which, by their fragrance and | made these remarks to introduce to our readers the
lovely forms, were to render some recompense to|following three letters, which refer to this matter ;
us for our toil, when in such a state of incipient;and the first in order is from Dugald Buchanan, a
beauty and promise, it is nipped by a uthless hand,[Schoolmustcr and Cathechist, in Scotland,* to a
we lament its full with bitter sorrow.  The shock parent in the circumstances referred to. It is
of corn ready for the sickle is comely in its full, but|dated Kinloch, 5th May, 1768 :—
the tender flower plucked up by the root, and with; “Irceeived a letter from Mr.. Caw, ncquainting mo of
all its verdure withered, affects us as gcmething.lhcdcmh of your duughter, and how \w:ondcrfully .Mrs.
contrary to nature. But this is a shadow of the| "W———-celas been supported under this severe trial of

death of a child. How desirable then, in such an.
affliction, that the parent be a believer. That surey
basis, on which the salvation of infants rests, is the)
covenunt made with Abraham :(—%I will establish
my covenant between me and thee, and thy seed
after thee, to be a God unto thee, and to thy sced
after thee.” « And they who are of faith,” says
Paul, “are blessed with faithful Abraham.” That
is all, the blessings of the covenant made with
Abraham are Yea and Amen, to those who Lave
the like precious faith. That assuredly is not the
motive of gospel obedience which would reduce it
to a mere calculation of gain and loss; nevertheless,
there are motives originating in sclt-love, which
may lead within the pale of the sanctuary; and we
know scarce onc motive better fitted to incite
parents to diligence in secking that good part, than
the consolation which a believing parent has, that
his child is embraced within the covenanted mercies
of God. There is no such warrant for the un-
believing parent. It is the children of believers
who “are holy,” while those of unbelievera ¢ are
unclean.” How responsible then the station of
parents in reference to their children; and how
strong the calls and invitations of the gospel, when
it is considered that their infant children share with
them inits covenanted blessings. When Absalom
died his father, David, had no ground for consola-
tion. It was like an arrow thrust through his
heart, for he cries out :~¢ O my son, Absalom !
my son, my son Absalom ! would God I had died
for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!" But
when the child of Bathsheba dies, David ceases to
mourn:—¢He arose from the earth, and washed
and annointed himself; and changed his apparel,

w2

her fuith and patience.  * This is the doing of the Lord,"”
who commonly stays his rough wind in the day of his east
wind. What an alleviating circumstance in your trial is
it, thatye have no reason to mourn as those who have no
hope? How many live to see their children and relations
cut oft'in the prime of life, by diseases, the just effects of
vice and intemperance!  How many darts and thorns must
pierce their hearts!  Whut additional gall and wormwood
is mixed in their cup, to which the parents of pious children
ore strangers?  Vatience under God's afflicting hand, and
vesignation to his will, arc the chief menns, whereby in
the day of aflliction we can glorify God. Imagine your dear
departed child adopting the language of her Redeemer:
“If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I am gone to the
father.”  Howbackward ave our hearts to this duty of re-
joicing! Our passions often getthe better of our under-
standings, a3 well as of ourfaith. Our memories, treach-

* Dugald, in the brief zccount of him given by the lato
Dr. Erskine, of Edinburgh, was a man of fine natural
genius and wit. He had not the advantago of a learned
cducation, but “he possessed all the knowledge which
could be acquired by perusing the best English books in
divinity, natural philosophy, history and poeny.” He
appears to have been blessed with much success in his
labors as a Catechist. He was a man of such sensibility
that he seldom heard of distress without shedding tears.
Dugald was well satisfied with the office which be held,
but his friends wished to raise him to a higher station, by
preparing him for becoming a preacher of the gospel.—
And it was while thus seeking to enlarge his means of
usefulness that the Lord removed him to his own service
above. The following are the particulars of his last
illness == Returning hiome May, 1768, after a wearisome
journey, he found two of his children sick. Soon after,
six more of them, his two servants, and he himself were
seized with the same disorder, only his wife, then big with
child, escaping it. In this distressed situation, dread of
catching the contagion, prevented any from hiring to
vasist them. In the midst of his rovings, Dugald s
uymns pleasantly, and spake much of the Lamb in the
midst of the Throne. He died 2d June, 1768.”
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erous enough on other occasions, here ave ever faithful, and
cruelly muster up, in a long succession, all the aminble
qualities of our depurted friends, and thus tear open our
wounds, to bleed afresh.  Imugination is set to work, and
stufis up their garmentsin their former shape, when we
miss them atbed or table.  Itistealy sweprising, when
our judgmentis fully convinced, that God’s paths are not
only truth, but mercy, to such asfear him; and when our
faith reads desigus of love in our teials; that this has so
lirde influence in silencing the murmurs of our souls.  Yet
surely, it is pleasing 1o God, who knows our fiume, and
remembers we e dust, tolook upon us, surrounded with
all the frailties inseparable from human nature in its present
state, Tying low in the dust, and weeping with a feeling
smart of our painandloss; and at the same time acqui-
escing in his whole disposal of us and ours, as best for us,
and, from the inmost recesses of our soul, striving to imi-
tate Christ’s prayer, “ Not my will, but thine be doue.”’—
It were well if; instead of poving upon our wounds, and
refusing to be comfurted, our faith trmced out our fiiends
in the regions of immortality,where (to use Milton’s phrase)
they walk with God, highin salvation, and the climes of
bliss.  Though the partition which now divides us from the
cternal world is otherwise impenctrable, revelation infrms
us, thatthere the righteous areina state of inconcehable
happiness.  As to what happiness consists in, and their
various employments, we are left much in the dark, as
perhaps not fit to be revealedin this state.  Yet suvely it is
pardonable, to cast someconjectures over this wall, that for
awhile divides us from our friends,ns it is impossible 1w
confine our active souls under the canopy of ear moon and
stars. Now, except where revelation gives here and there
a hintoftheheavenly state, analogy is our best guide into
these scenes, that eye hath notseen. Ivemember to have
seen longagoa book of Dr. Wart's, called, Death and
Heaven, where he has happily indulged his faney in as-
signing various employments for the blessed.  He thinks,
too, that there may be sume solemu stated periods of wor-
ship in heaven, beyond what is their conunon service, ci-
ther to commemorate some of the past runsactions of the
Godhead, orto celebrate some  new discovery of Ged.
And, truly, considaring the infinite nature of God his glo-
rious acts ofcreation und redemption, andthe finite capaci-
ty of the highest orders of creatures, there must be new
discoveries of God made 10 the blessed through all eternity,
as they can only receive such discoveries in succession.—
Perhaps some such manifestation has been lately made,
unknown till now in heavenitself by finite minds. A new
song has been composed on thizoccasion, by Michacl, Ga-
briel, Moscs, David, or some other masterly hand, to ce-
Icbrate this new discovery; and the concert was incom-
plete, tilla messenger was dispatched for your deas child,
1o assist in singing the chorus, as her sweet, soft, meledi-
ous voice was sv well tuned before 1o the songs of Zion.—
Our Lord once entered Jerusalem with a grand retinue,
andmust haveanass to ride on, that he might fulfil an un-
cientpropiresy. A messenger was dispatched forthe ass,
and, ifthe owners quarrelled him, had ordersto tell “that
the Lord had needofhim.”  If your heart grudge or quar-
rel, thatyour childis so soonloosed from you, saying, ¢ Why
wasmy dear childso soon snatched from me, in the bloom of |
youth,when I expected she should bethe comfort ofmy old
age,and soothmy peinsand distresses 17 Why, the same
arswer standion recordfor you, The Lord hathneed of her.
Helad nced of more virgins in his train; and your dear
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child was pitchedupon.  Thercfore ntjoice in herhonorand
happiness.  Our Lond has gone to heaven tu prepure man-
sions for hispeople, and he sends his spirit to prepare his
people for these mansions.  And after they have served an
apprenticeship to theirfuture employment, that they may be
fittanct agreeably to the greatend of theiv calling, aund fill
their thrones to the honoer of that God who called them o
glory, He then crownsthem with endless iappiness.  Some
have a Jonger time of probution than others.  The great
dresser of God's garden knowsbest when to trangplant his
truit-bearingtree.  Inhis perfect wisdom, we ought always
wacquiesce.  I€1 were to reason from unalogy, I might
ask Mys. Wee———c¢, when she was with child of her de-
parted daughier, if she desived to keep herin that close
union with herself, any longer than her full time was come 3
thatis, when the child was perfectly formed for this world,
and fit toexerciseits senses upon the vavivus objects that
thisworldapproves?  Nauy. Did she not wish forthehap-
py minute of separation, though she knew the pangs and
throes of child-bearing? - And why should you, or Mrs.
We————ce, who rejoiced at her first bivth, mown at her
r admitted imio thenumber of the spirits of 1he just made
peritet, when it iscertain that many who rejoiced with you
at her birth, hailed her arrival on the coasts of bliss. Among
those whe rejoiced with you at her first birth, and saluted
her on the heavenly shore, we may safely mention Mr. and
Mrs. H——g, and others of your pious relations and neigh-
burs, who have got crowns ontheir heads, and palms in their
hunds, sinceher first birth.

Pt 1 see 1hat this subject would lead me beyond the
bounds of a letter.  Lhave only toadd, that from my very
soul 1 sympathise with youand your whole family in your
loss, whichis your dunghter’s guin and glovy.  That the
Lordmay bless your remaining children, preservethem tobo
the comfort of your nge, form them to be vessels of honor
meet for the Master and fill your own son! with these
consolations which flow neither from wife, child, or friend,
or anything this warld can give, ortuke away, is the sincere
praver of, Sir, &e.”

The sccond letter, on the same subject as the
preceding, is from Mr. William Stevenson, an

Slder of the Church of Scotland.  He had a small
property in the parish of Straiton, and belonged to
the Kirk Session of the famous Mr. Walker,
Minister of that parish, before his translation to
Edmburgh. Ile was a man of a modest and
humble spirit, aud when he heard of the death of
the children of Mr. Adam, Minister of Dalrymple,
and afterwards of Faikirk, he wished to comfort
him by a letter a friend had sent to himself while
under a similar affliction. It was superior he
thought toany thing he could write, but not finding
ity he penned the following =

“REVEREND AND DEAR Sir3

“ ] remember I was a stranger in the land of Egypt,
and know something of the heart of a stranger. I there-
fore humbly desire to cast in iy mite of Christian sympa-
thy with you and your kind spouse, under that- afflicting
dispensation, the death of your dear children, You will
readily grant I have drunk deeper in that cup than you
have yet done, having only, of seven pleasant, Jicalthful,
and hopeful children, one little girl left; baving laid in

bei

a grave three sonsand three daughters, all of an endear-
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ing age, four of them between fifteen and twenty years.
But the cup which our Heavenly Father hath given ns,
s. all we not drink it?7  That God, who sets the solitary
in families like a flock, and diminishes them at pleasure,
gives us wives like unte fruitful vines, and childven like
unto olive plants about auwr tables.  How ready were we
then to say in our prosperity, we should not be moved, we
should dic in our nest, our sced and ofispring should be
powerful in the carth, and blessed among the generation
of the upright, useful servants of God and their genera-
tion, nourishers of onr old age, and everlasting preserva
tives of our meniorial!

“DBut wehave now laid them in the grave.  These Iately
pleasant bodies say to corrnption, thou art my Guher, aud
to the worm, my sister and brother.  With them we have
buried a great part of our worldly comforts, hopes, and
projects.  Oh! what a dark veil doth death aznd the grne
cast on all human glory.  Itcannot descend after them
into the dast.

“We retrn from the grave o our house.  There por-
haps we find @ Rachel weeping for her children, refusing
to be comforted because they are not.  Here an empty
coat, there an empiy hed.  We sit down at our table.—
The olive plants are amissing.  The wind lath passed
over the flowers, and they are gore.  These beautiful
lambs, that used to play through our houses and ficlds,
and sweetly divert us with their fumiliar conversations and
loving embraces, we see no more.  Death hath tora them
from our bosoms; and fewrs us to their eternal state, and
reflections as to our duty towinds them, muy crown the
melancholy scenc.

“Yet, letus not dwell too much on such thougus, lest
a wounded spirit, liheashwrp knife, cut the thim sheah of
our frail bodies, and disable us in body or mind from our
daty to God or man.  Ispecially fet us beware of any bard
thoughts of God, and still acknowledge that he is righte-
ous, and in faithfuluess hath afilicted.  Let us turn our
complaints upon ourselves, and say, * We have simed,
“what shall we do unto thee?  Whercin we have done
“ foolishly, we willdosonomore. The Lord hath given,
“ the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the name of the
# Lord. Shall we receive good at the hand of the Lord,
¢ and shall we not receive evil also?  Itis the Lord, let
“him do what scemeth him good.  Good is the will of)|
“ the Lord.™

“ But we are called, not to sorrow as those who have
nohepe.  To the wrue Ismelite within thie bond of God's
covenant, a brighterside of the cloud may appear, and he
may justly rejoice in hupe of the glory of God. Lt us
enter into our closct, the proper place for giving ventto our
lawful passions, and where I have expericaced the greazest
relief: there, baving offercd the sacrifice of moderate sor-
row and contrition, cspecially for sin, which brought death
into the world, letus, upon the wing of faith, see with faith’s
eye the blessedness of the dead in Christ, rejoice in their
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baptism. Let us view these olive plants, transplanted
from the stormy barren soil of this world, into the heaven-
Iv paradise, and flourishing in the courts of the New Je-
rusdem. Liet us view these pleasant lambs eating the
fruit of the teee of lify, and drivking the waters of the
viver that flows from beneath the throne of God and of
the Tamb.  Letus view them in the busom of the good
Shepherd, wha gave his life for the sheep, and carrics the
kunbs in his bosom.  Let us view them in Alraham’s
bosoms; and why not in the bozom of their more imme-
diate parents and relations now in heaven.  Let us view
not enly their angels who ministered to them here on carth,
and carried their sonls to glorys but even themselves be-
holding the face of their eavenly Father, admiring and
worshipping Him that siucth on the throne, and the
Lamb, for cver and ever. Lot us behold, following the
Lamb wherezsover he gaetk, those vivging not defiled with
the poitetions of a world, no guile found in their mouth,
and their robes washed and made white in the blosd of
the Lamb.  Let us view their bedies spiritual, imwmortal,
incorraptible, made like to Clrist’s glorious body, joyful-
Iy united to their souls, now satisiied with the likeness,
and with the full enjoyment of God.  If many descrip-
tons of the heavenly glory are metaphorical, in this the
wisdom and condescension of God appear: for how other-
wise would we conceive these things in our present state
and capacity?  Butthat glory infinitely exceeds all mets-
phors, and is a glory yet to be revealed.

“ Unbelief i our hearts may ohject.  These are myste-
vious und great things, hard 1o be believed and hoped for
by poor sinful mortals.  True; though great, yet not too
areat to display the infinite glory and perfections of God.
“They are mysterions enough to confound all the mere na-
tarad, rational, and moral schemes in the world; and, as
to a greas part of them, conid never have been known or
believed, without the light and assistance of that word
and spirit of God, which have broughtlife and immortali-
1y to light, and are as the sun to the spivitual world. It
is truc many invisible things of Gud are cleady manifested
by the things that are seen; and the light of nature con-
demns the world fur want of a faith and prctice suitable
10 the evidence it alfords.  But, let us not separate what
God has joined together, his word and works. Do not
his glorious perfections equally shine in both? Do they
not matually illustrate one another? A wonderful like-
ness between the kingdom of nawre and the kingdom of
araee, teaches us many fuadamental and ditficult doc-
wines of our Christian faith. Is not the resuncction
trom the dead taught us every moming we rise from slecp;
and cvery spring, when vegetative nature, which has been
dead through winter, revives?  Are we not taught the
immoriality of the soul, and its acting ina scparate state,
by our drcams?  The spirit (o doubt enly in its imagin-
ations) runs through the universe. It hears, sces, fecls,
and exercises all the bodily senses. It fears, grieves, loves,

joy, and triumph with God’s inheritance.  Let us vicw |joys, and exercises all its own fuculties, when the body

our dead relations and clildren, concerning whom we
hope, in the good-will Lf Gud 10 men, tut they were cho-
sen of the Father, redeemed by the Son, sanctified by the
Holy Spirit.  Let us view them in the covenant and pro-
mise, “I will be thy Ged, and the God of thy seed;™ in
Christ’s invitation 1o come 0 him, “for of such is the
kingdom of heaven.”  Let us view them by us devoted to

fies in a deepsleep. It does all this in such 2 manner as
var TEAsHR can NOW o mwre comprehend, than we can &
real scparate state.  Is not all nature adapted to teachus
God and spisitusl things, and continually improven for
that end by the divine oracles?  Every employment, met-
chandise, husbandry, &c.3 every work, building, plough-
ing, sowing, digging, &c.; every member of our body,

God, ingrafted into Christ, and scaled to cternal life by

hands, fect, eves, illustrate the divine perfections and op-
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erations. But the mysteries of God's word are to be
admired and adored hy us, us well us those of his works.
Further discoveries of them are reserved, till the day-
spring from on high arise upon us: and 1o doubt muny
of them will remain mysteries to all eternity.

“I fear I have been tedious, and have darkened coun-
sol by words without knowledge; but, secing our Lord
comnmnands us to comfort ourselves, and to comfort one
another with these his words, I have laid before youthese
confused hints, hoping they shall receive o favourable re-
ception, construction, and correction, being offered by a
willing mind, and according to what a man hath. My
the Chief Comforter come unto you, and abids with yoa?
May Le bring meat out of this cater, and sweet ouz of
this strong trial I

The third letter we shall give, is from tie
Reverend Thomas Randall, of Inchture, a parish
in the neighborhood of Perth. It is addressed to
Mrs. William Hogg, and dated 7th March, 1760,
and it shews the solid comfort which a believing
parent draws from tbe doctrines of the gospel
when smarting under the bereavinent of children.
The tenor follows : —
¢ Mapay,

¢ Yesterday, by aletter from Me. Wallace, I under-
stand ithathpleased the Sovereign Disposer of ull things
to afllict your family und friends in the death of M.
Thomas Hogg’s son. It was natural for me, who lLad
so lately tasted of that bitter cup, to havea fellow-feeling
with youallin that distress.  Notemptation for the present
isjoyous ; and Iknow thatkind of trial to be grievous. 1
havehad spoilings of these pleasant things often; andfound
it hard 1o tell, whether the separation of the younger or of
the clder branches be most wounding to the root.  Ench
have theirpeculiaranguish.  When grown alittle up, our
hopes being heightened, we have great downcastings. Yet
inthe younger shoots, fresher from the womb, more is felt,
of what s so strikingly expressed, Isainh, 49, “ Cana wo-
man forsake her sucking child 17 as if these were hardest
wforsake. In my sympathy on such an occasion, rather
than attempt tolighten sorrow by insisting on the youth of
the child, ormentioning the hope offuture offspring toatle-
viate, Iwould allow the cause of anguish to be truly greats;
and Twould seck to introduce cheerfuluess and joy in the
midst of such scenes of darknessand heaviness, only from
that true sourccofall joy and consolation, the unchangea-
ble and everlasting gospel, which turnsall our darkness in-
tolight, our sorrows intojoys. Icannat sce from reason,
what satisfaction men can have on the birth of children, in
a world which they and all their fathers bave found so
vainand vexing; and Xam surcin theirdeath one gleam of
comfort springs not up :—liketheir grave, all is darkness
and consumption. Itisfrom religion, and from the blessed
scriptures, we are instructed in the grounds of rejoicing at
births. Thence weare let into the conncetion the blessed
God has withour infants; thatfo pleascus, by calling them
ours, is buta very subordinate reason for their being born;
and that tobe apart of his inheritance and glory, whobe-
camcan infant of days, and to show &is sovercignty, who
call these things that are net, to be, and to be forever with
himxelf, while the mighty are castdown, arcthe high rea-
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sons of bringing millions intv this wordd, who abide not in it
1ill they know the vight hiand fromtheleft,ordiscernbetween
good andevil.  Anditis therclore from religion, und from
the blessed scriptures, we are instructed also to see, that to
gricre us, is often, but a subordinate reason for consigning
them so early to the silent grave.  This is the pussage by
which the Sovereign of all determines cven they shall be
brought to liis presence and joy, and this the time of his cal-
ling for them.  Oh! what brightness docs this throw upon
our shades, our darkest shades, when our dear infants are
torn from our yurning bow els, and laid to rottenmess,and si-
lence ; and the friends and parents, believing in the sccond
Adam and his merciful Father, not staggering at the pro-
mises of that covenant, where the futerests of children are
remembered, and woll ordered and sure, as well as their
own; but being strong in fuith, give God glory about thew,
by believing he can give them spiritual life, andresurrection
from the dead, by that power which called Isaac from Abra-
ham's loins aud Saral’s womb, which caused the holy child
Jesus to be born of Mary, and afierwards brought him from
the bowels of thecarth in death toa glorious resurrection;—
the mighty proof, that nothing was impossible with Gedi—
the mighiy pledge, that the gveat power which then
wronghi should beexerted for all the heirsof the covenant,
and for the fulfileent of these promises, which were all
made yea by this resurrection.  The unbelieving world
have no such joy in their tibulation, ner in this hard
chapter of it.  Allis gloom, gloom dark as the grave itself,
to thens under such dispensations.  They have no such
words with which to cumfort themsclves, nor any solid
gladaess with respect to their departed livde ones.
When they most seck to please and flater their minds
about them, all is uncertainty. They leave them, they
know not how, nor where, in the unseen world. No
positive acts of their mind concerning hope of their fu-
ture existence and blessedness ; 1o particular desires about
their being with Christ, who loved them, nor about his rais-
ing them alsofrom their graves, afford comfort.  Were it
only for my infantsdead, I would wishto bea christian, and
a real one, to be made glad, by positive acts of faith, with
respect to their ctemul well-being.  These really wipe
away tears from oureyes, beforc our Lord docs it at Jast,
andforever, fromall our sorrows, and gives the joys ubout
them, (to others unknown) that being bornand redeened,
the great end of their being brought into life is answered,
which canbe said onno other principles than thosc of their
redemption and immortality.

¢ Itis lessdifficult to go on, than to stop, on @ subject so
comfortable. But, asI must make an end of this letter, X
cannotdo it without offering my condoling compliments to
both Mr. Hoggs, Mrs. Campbell, and Mrs. Hogg. They
forgetnot, Lhope, that the cxhortationisasunto childven:—
“ My son, despisc not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor
# fuint when thou art rebuked of him; for whomthe Lord
“loveth he chastencti. *  They forget not, X hope, that
* weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the
“ morning;” and real christians live by the faith of a morn-
ing, that will dispel every sorrow as the shadows, and bring
inan everlasting day of consolation. May thathope com-
fort you allin cvery thomny and weary step of your pilgrim
age.’
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[FOR THE CURISTIAN EXAMINER.]

AN ARGUMENT AGAINST TAVERNS.

Several years ago I was on & journey from the
north of England to Edinburgh.  On my arrival
at 2 town on the frontier, I found that the northern
coach did not start till next morning, so I must
needs remain where I was for the night.  After
getting some dinner, for it was now wearing late
in the afternoon, I walked out into the suburbs.
Having viewed the castle and other places, where
border wars had raged in ancient times, I was
returning to the inn, when I was attracted by
number of persons going to hear sermon in one of
the churches ; gled of an opportunity of spending
the evening in a profitable way, I walked in along
with them.  The service was an interesting one,
and when it was ended I hasted homewards. I
was reflecting by the way on the important
subjects brought before me in the sanctuary, and
when I came to the inn I stepped into the room I
had left, hoping to enjoy a brief space in medita-
tion. What was my surprise when I found it
filled, aye, to the very door, with quiet drinkers !
Were they travellers thought 1?7 O no; I was
given to understand, they were all of them
denizens of the place, and this chamber was their
resort after business was over. They forsook
their families for it, and here, night after night,
they sat drinking and smoking. The conversation
seemed to be just nothing at all. The next
morning I was across the border, but I did not so
soon forget the scene of the previous night.—
Since that time I have read many tracts contain-
ing arguments in favor of temperance, but there
is one argument I have never yet seen adduced in
any of them, namely, the duty laid on the heads
of a houschold as such, to refrain from frequenting
taverns.

By the wise arrangement of the great Creator,
mankind are distributed into small societies, which
are denominated families, or houscholds,and there
arise out of this arrangement divers important
duties, on the discharge or neglect of which the
happiness or misery of the members of the society
in a great measure depends.  Now, Ido not know
one duty more manifestly implied in the relations
of a husband or parent, than that when he eats or
drinks, he isrequired to do so with his own family.
It is implicd in the description given us by the
Psalmist of the godly family, when he says:—
«'Thy wifc shall be as a fruitful vinc by the sides
of thine house ; thy children like olive plants
round about thy table.” Manifestly supposing
that cating and drinking at table is a public not
an individual act.  And Christ; in describing the

the bliss of heaven, draws a metaphor from the
head of a household presiding at table, when he
says, that his disciples shall eat and drink at his
table in his kingdom. And Paul, in rebuking the
Corinthians for their abuse of the Lord’s supper,
hath these words : What? Ilave ye not houses
to catand to drink in? And again, “If any man
hunger let him cat at home.”  Job also we find
asserting his integrity, on the ground that he had
not “caten alone.”  And Solomon, referring to
the duty of not using penuriously the blessings of
this life, says, it is good and comely for one to
cat and to drink and to enjoy the good of all his
labor.” And shewing that this enjoyment is to
be found not abroad, but at home, he says,
«drink waters out of thine own cisterns.” I
might adduce other passages to the same effect,
but the case requires it not. A community of
goods, existing among christians gencrally, hes
been often censured by men of divers persuasions,
but such a community is supposed to exist in the
same femily. The husband and wife are one
flesh, and it follows, as a consequence, that the
stocking belongs cqually to both; and in reference
to the use thercof; the words of the apostle are
applicable, ¢ neither is the man without the
woman, neither is the woman without the man.”
A parent thus holds a high station when seated at
his own table. It matters not what is the kind of
fare that is laid upon it, the relation in which he
stands to his houschold is equally honorable.—
It was his own labor and industry that made the
provision, and when he shares with his family the
proceeds thercofy he is complying with Paul’s
injunction on belicvers, to provide for his own,
and especially for those of his own house.

I have already hinted at the beauty of this
arrangeinent.  In the first place the benevolence
of the parent appears very manifest in the eyes of
children, when he distributes to them their portion
of what his labors have earncd. In the second
placc, the cquity of the parent appears in his
rccognising them as members of the houschold,
and giving them that portion which is their due.
And in the third piace, the authority of the parent
appears in his being the giver of that food which
preserves them in life.  And should the manbe a
parent wno has a concern for the souls of his
children, all these considerations give great weight
to his counscls and instructions. It is manifest,
however, when the parent forsakes his family
circle, and resorts to a tavern to cat and drink, he

is violating the rules of his houschold, He cats
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and drinks at another man's table, not as one
entertained on the ground of hospitality, but as
one who expends on his own gratification the
funds which belong to the members of his house.
It is no answer to this to say, that the money
which he spends is small, and what remains is
sufficient for the family ; for, in the first place, 1
observe that the sum total of his carnings belongs
to the household, and ought to be appropriated,
not for his own behoof personally, but for all and
each of the individuals of his house ; and, conse-
quently, that their comforts are abridged, more or
less, by cvery farthing he expends in this way.
And should it be said that by conforming in this
way to the usages of society he conciliates em-
ployers or dealers, and so indirectly adds to his
gain, I answer that he is acting inconsistently
with his character as the head of a household, in
sitting down at another man’s table who does not
entertain him as a guest and from motives of
hospitality, but simply for the sake of his money.
He renounces for the time being the character
which belongs to him. He, who is the master,
becomes an underling in another man’s house,
and should we suppose any of his children to fol-
low him and sit with him at the same board
(supposing they have money in their pockets,

his authority over them in such a place is dissolved,
and father and child are alike under the master of
the tavern, and preferred according to their ability
to pay. But no man can dissolve a relationship,
which God has constituted, and be justified—not
insisting on the sin of every such act, I observe
that matters are in a different state after a
man has abandoned his proper position, from
what it was when lic held it. He may resume
indeed, when he returns to his own house, the
authority of a parcnt, but he resames it at a
disadvantage. e is degraded in his own esteem,
for he sat down to cat and drink at a table where
he was not recognised as the master, but only as
a payer in -common with others ; and besides he
is degraded in the estimation of his own circle by
such humiliating conduct. His authority in his
own household is thus sunk, and this is not so
much his sin as the consequence of it. His sin
lay i going to the tavern to spend those funds
which ought to have been spent at his ownhome.
And the evil effects of this sin is, that he loses
the respect of his family, and accordingly confu-
sion, irsubordination, and even thé dissclution of'
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the society must riceds be the price of such con-
duct.

But it may be asked do I make ho exceptions to
this principle, and is it wrong in all circumstances
for a man to eat and drink out of*his own house ?
I answer there are two exceptions, and only two,
that can possibly occur—the first of them is,
when a man is invited by a friend to his house to
eat and drink from motives of friendship and hos-
pitality, end the second is, whena man is ina
strange pluce and has no friends to entertain him,
he may then parteke of the provision of an inn.—
And the reason is, that he does not forsake his
own household in so doing, but being abroad in
the course of his calling, he resorts to the only
asylum within his reach. An inn and a tavern or
drinking house thus stand in very different predi-
cainents. The inn becomes & blessing to the
lawful traveller while removed from his own
home, but the tavern is o snare to a neighbour-
hood, secing that by divers enticements it allures
individuals from the stations in which God has
placed them, and tends to dissolve those relations
which, in his providential government, he has
seen mect to appoint.

But it may be asked, what is the gain of this
argument. Is it not safer to allow a man to in-
dulge himself in 4 tavern rather than at his own
fireside, sceing in the latter case, he infects the
members of his house by his example? T answer,
that expediency may not set aside a moral duty—
and that duty is, that a man when he either eats
or drinks, does so at his own board and with his
own family. Itmayscemafeeble barrier that we
would rzise against the evil of drunkenness by
insisting on this duty ; and so every barrier must
needs be feeble, saving only that which is.raised
by the grace of God, when he eflects a change
upon the heart, so that the man learns to loath
the sin which before he rolled like a sweet morsel
under his tongue. And so we are making a way
for that blessed work, in seeking to discover what
those circumstances are, wherein a man may or
may not expect the blessing of God. And our
argument is, that he may look and pray for that
blessing at his own table and surrounded by his
family, but it is presumption to do so, when he
separates from them, and places himself in the

way of temptation.
Z.
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CONVERSATIONS WITH THE JEWS IN EDINBURGII.

As the deputation sent by a committee of the
General Assembly to Palestine to obtain informa-
tion as to the number and condition of the Jews
in that country, has called forth a more than usual
degree of public attention towards that people,
the writer of the following narrative has been led
to think that the particulars therein set forth
would be acceptable to his christian brethren.—
The place where he had divers interviews with
the Jews, to whom reference will be immediately
made, was in the city of Edinburgh, and though
his field of observation was narrow, nevertheless
the conversations which ensued will be found to
be such, as to manifest their mode of arguing the
great question between them and the christian
community. And seeing they are a people who
hold a large portion of the scriptures in common
with oursclves as inspired of God, it becomes
of more importance that christians should be awa-
kened to a sense of the advantage of such an
admission—that so they may seek with greater
zéal, that the light which shines in the New Tes-
tament record may enlighten their understandings,
and that the veil which is upon their hearts may
be taken away in rcading Moses and the prophets.
But in order to this, it is needful we understand
something of their character. Many who feelan
interest in the Jews, are ignorant of their spiri-
tual condition. They hear of them as a proverb
and a bye-word among the nations, and this is the
whole amount of their knowledge; the writer
would therefore humbly hope, that the efforts of
our own church, as well as of other societies, in
procuring information as to the condition of the
Jews over the world, may have the happy effect
of manifesting to all the christian churches the
desolations of the once glorious sanctuary—and
80 ho!ling forth to all of them the command of the
prophet Isaiah—¢Ye that make mention of the
Lord keep not silence, and give him no rest, till
he establish, and till he muke Jerusalem a praise
in the earth.”

The Jewish Synagogue, in Edinburgh, is situated
in an obscure court in the old town, When I
visited it for the first time, I had cerlainly expected
to behold a scene dreary to every christian, even
the once blessed ¢ daughter of Zion, left as a

heart. I could not but reflect how strong an arm
that had been, which had brought to such debase-
ment that people who once possessed such greatness
and glory ; and I felt awed as [ thought of the
sureness with which the purposes of God are
carried into effect. I wondered that this should
be a remnant of that people, whom the Lord
himself had brought n such triumph from Egypt,
and whom he had blessed above all the nations of
the earth ; and where, alas ! I thought, is now all
the glory! Truly, it must always be thus with the
enemies of the Lord. The engines of punish-
ment which follow in the path of the wicked, may
appear to be slow in their progress, and it may be
for a time difficult to say in what direction they are
travelling, but the wheels are always moving
onwards and quickening their speed; and when we
look again, the enemies of the Lord are found to
be crushed to powder beneath them.

I would not injure the feelings of the deluded
children of Jacob ; but truly Ileft their Synagogue,
with feelings sinlar to what one might cxperience
onleaving the monuments of the great of other
days who now sleep in the dust. I wandered out
of the city. to meditate on whatI had seen; and
the condition of the outcasts of Israel haunted my
imagination ; the images of the dead still rose be-
fore my wind, and I felt that I had seen that day in
living history before me, what I had hitherto only
conceived in imagination, how sad and gloomy a
thing it is to have striven with the Lord. Truly,
since it has come to this with his own people—his
beloved Israel—how certainly must be the destruc-
tion of all his enemies.

There is something in observing the living con-
dition of the Jews, which is fitted to fill the mind
of every true christian with awe and deepest dejec-
tion. ¢«Alas! poor Isracl,”” is the expression
which Mr. Wolff often repeats in his journal, in
reference to his countrymen ; and the writer of
this narrative in his converse with this people, has
often been forced to say in his heart, Alas! poor
Israel! It is not their external squalid aspect
which strikes the mind most deeply, though such ig
their general appearance ; and there is in all
of them that timorous and troubled look,—that
«failing of the eyes,”” which speaks their outcast

cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of|condition ; still. it is their spiritual destitution,

cucumbers, as a beseiged city;” but although Thad
prepared my mind in some measure for what I'saw,

which in their synagogue is such as may be felt,
that affects most deeply the chris'ian observer.

I was sunk in despondency, when I found myself]I was going here to speak of the appearance and

within the wretched looking house in which they
assemble on their Sabbath to worship ; alas ! they
know not what. I use no feigned language, when

effect of their synagogue service, but I fear lest I
should speak unadvizedly, and should offend also
against the children of the chosen people, by excit-

1 say, that I was filled with sorrow and dejection of | ing their passions, and so causing them to shut their
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ears more hopelessly against those who are their
only friende. But indeed I could not but contrast
the sinall and feeble strains in which a boy chaunt-
ed their prayers, with the joyful shout in which the
songs of Zion are sung in the church of Christ .—-
But T shall leave thig theme. Truly there is much
of tenderness in the remonstrance which the Lord
makes :—¢ Oh that my people had hearkened unto
me, and isracl had walked in my ways.”

While looking round on their Synagogue with
u dejected heart, I observed written in bright let-
ters, in the original Hebrew, “I have set the Lord
continually before me.” Ol Israel had it been so
with thee, it would not have come to this. Dost
thou say that the Lord has broken his covenant
with thee? Is not thisa great reflection, O 1Is-
rael, against the Lord, that thou hast set him al-
ways before thee, and yet that he has conducted
thee to this. I wish not to glory over thy fallen
condition, but art thou not fallen? Is it not so,
that the Lord hath made thee an astonishment,
a prcverb, and a bye-word among all nations
whither the Lord hath s2nt thee. And truly this
is the very condition, into which Isracl's own
Moses declared that Israel should be brought, and
that before they had set a foot upon the ¢ plea-
sant land.” This is David's language that you
use, but how surely was it not found, that the
Lord whom he had set before him, accomplished
all things for him, and set him free from all his
encmies. But has it been so with thee? How
long hast thou been cast off? And was not the
Lord then thy covenanted God, “to turn thy
captivity, and to have compassion upon thee, and
to gather thee from all the nations whither the
Lord thy God hath scattered thee ¥’ Ah, go not
then, O Isracl, to say, that thou hast set the
Lord always before thee ; for although thou dost
not confess, the men of the nations, thine own
Scriptures say, shall justify the Lord when itis
asked—¢ wherefore hath the Lord done this unto
this lund? what meaneth the heat of this great
anger? and men shall say, Because they have
forsaken the covenant of the Lord God of their
fathers, which he made with them, when he
brought them forth out of the land of Egypt.”
Continue not then, O Israel, to say, as your
fathers did, ““the way of the Lord is not equal,
for hear, O house of Israel, is not my way equal ?
are not your ways unequal ¥’

Oh that I should whisper into the ears of the
children of Abraham, the half of that I felt for
"them at my first visit. How timorous a people
did they not appear to me ! How melancholy a
thing was the whole of their worship! I saw the
aged men among them, whose locks had grown
grey in the hard combat which they had main-
tained in the world, with all its ills and afflictions,
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and alas, with no bright prospect to chcer them
in the way. The doctrine of the providenco of
God our Saviour, how sweet it is to the afflicted
soul ! Iow lightly do we bear up against all the
sorrows of life, under the cover of the wings of’
Him who is the Almighty! But what is the
balm which soothes the sorrow stricken heart of
Isracl? Alas! alas! fell and dismal must the
sound of the shaking leaf fall upon their ears,
How bitter must the cup of life with all its sor-
rows be totliém. Other menare not in the same
condition with outcast Israel; they forsake the
Lord for what they deem a better portior ; but
Israel serves (I will not say the Lord,) for
nought. 1saw also the young among them, but
when I looked to their fathers, their desolate con-
dition came over my mind, and my heart wept
bitterly for them. Surely it becomes us to pray
for Isracl.

At my first visit to theirSynagogue, I had little
conversation with them ; I happened to ask one
of them why they did not obey their law and of-
fer sacrifice. He seemed pleased to answer this
question, for he repeated morethan once that they
had no temple. Their prayers are all in Hebrew,
and are read, or rather chaunted, in a rapid man-
ner by a little boy, with a Rabbi behind him to
correct him when he pronounces improperly. 1
observed while following in their prayer books,
the words chaunted by the little boy, “Blessedbe
our Lord—blessed be our King—blessed be our
Saviour.” I asked the man who stood beside me
what he meant by Saviour, while I stated what I
thought to be its full meaning when applied to
God ; he answered at considerable length,—that
Israel enjoyed so many privileges in the different
lands in which they were scattered, and this was
all that was meant by the word Saviour. I had
some other conversation at this time with other
individuals among them, which I shall here pass
over ; my heart was, however, so much affected
towards them that I was anxious to visit them
soon. I accordingly called again to visit their
Synagogue on their Sabbath, but found that Thad
come too late, as their worship for the fore part of
the day was over. However, ] met with one of
them, who I believe is their Rabbi, and after some
general conversation about their Synagogue, I
began to speak about the claims of Christianity to
the belief of his nation. I had no intention of be-
ginning a formal debate, but merely to interchange
some friendly conversations with them, and to
hear their sentiments on certain truths ; the Jew
replied, that Christ was never once named in the
Hebrew Scriptures, and why should they receive
his religion. I happened to have a Hebrew Psal-
ter with me, and having opened it, I read to him

part of the 2d Psalm, explaining it as a Psalmpro-

.
.



CONVERSATIONS WITH 'THE JEWS. 369

phetical of Christ, and referring to the Gentiles
and the people of Isracl taking counsel against
him to put him to death. T'he words Guim and
Lamim he admitted applied to the infidel nations
and the chosen people. And I shewed him that
the person against whom they were taking coun-
sel wos the anointed One of the Lord ; and that
the word Mishich was here the came with the
Greek word Christos. [le said, however, that he
was unacquainted with this langnage. I then di-
rected his attention to the fact, that thescriptures
of the Old Testament were full of the doctrines
of the New, and referred to the sacrifices under
the Old. Istated shortly, what I considered to be
the use of sucrifices, and referred to the burnt of-
fering, which was plainly made in consequence of’
sin which had been committed, and to make an
atonement for the soul. He began at some length
to state his views as to the use of sacrifice : e
said, that when men lived according to what was
required, they were higher than angels, and this [
understood him to say was in consequence of its
being so arduous a task. Ie then said, that
when man sinned he sunk beneath the beasts,—
and that the sacrificc was to bring before men this
truth, that in consequence of his sin he had sunk
beneath theinferior animals, Tanswered, that this
did not come up to the account which is given of
sacrifices in the Hebrew Scriptures. I had pre-
viously mentioned the sin offering, Heth«e,in which
there was phinly, in consequence of the shedding
of blood, a substitution supposed, and referred to
the word Kipher as expressing that it was through
the sacrifice that the sin was taken away. e
said, that it was not to be supposed, that sacrifice
could be accepted by God as a satisfaction for sin.
T admitted his statement, but said that Christians
held that sacrifices were acceptable only in so far
as they shadowed forth the sacrifice of Christ.  Ile
now proceeded to say, that the terms of furgive-
ness by God, were ¢imply repentance, and that
under the law sacrifices were only accepted on
the condition that the person afterwards lived a

rood life.
¥ * * * * #* W

sessed of a variety of arguments, many of which
they had borrowed from infidel writings of last
century, while others were peculiar to themsclves.
They urged, as an argument against Christians,
that the system could not be from God, because
they worshipped images; they asserted with
much confidence, that the church cstablished in
Rome was the first church, and denied that there
was any Christian church at any time in Jerusalem.
They held that Popery was Christianity, as it
came from Christ and the Apostles, and that
Protestantism had no existence until the time of
Luther. I corrected their mistake, that there
was no Christian church established at Jeiusalem,
for their object in denying this was to shew, that
Christianity had never appeared at the place
where the miracles were peiformed; they averred
this indeed with much confidence. T also laid
open to them, as particularly as I could, the true
history of Popery, und stated that the New Testa-
ment was the only standard of the faith and
practice of' true Christians, and that Christianits
was only to be sought for there and judged of
accordingly. T took occasion also to state to
them, that the Christian church in this country,
and Protestant Christiuns generally, considered
Popery as a great apostacy; that true Christians
held no communion with them. I proceeded also
to open up what I considered to be the views of
prophecy, in the New Testament, on the subject.
I stated to them, that Protestants did not view
the Jews with those rancorous feelings which the
Romish church has gencrally dune; that on the
contrary, they were led, from prophecies contaned
in the New Testament, to connect the conversion
of the Jews with a great and inportant era in the
Christian church, since they held that the Papal
apostacy would only be taken out of the way
when the Jews received Christ as their Saviour ;
and thaut, therefore, they felt deeply interested in
them, as they held that the complete triumph of
Christianity was delayed until the Jews were
brought in. I here ubserved, that they felt some-
what gratified with my statcinent, that the Chris-
tian world was interested in them; and I some-

e confessed that he believed in aresurrection,
but the only use which he conceived to arise from
it seemed to be, that the body which had sinned
should suffer, for he did not conceive that the
soul could be made an object of suffering. Having
talked over these and other subjccts with him, our |
conversation had now become more serious, and ;
he requested me to retire with him into his house,
where I met with two other Jews, and 2 young
boy, besides others of his family. Here we con-
tinued about two hours, discussing a considerable
variety of subjects, in regard to the Jewish and

times thought that the rigidity of their features
seemed at intervals almost to be softened, it was,
however, only the response of natural feeling,
though it is well to know, that this exists in the
heart of the Jew after all that has happened.
One of them referred to Isaiuh, and stated, that
the days of Messish were to be days of peace,
an. hat as this was far from being the case in the
Chris aun church, it was not to be supposed that
these were the day3 of Messiah's reign. I stated
to themn what was the necessary tendency of the
precepts of Christy when reccived into the heart,

Christian religion. I found that they were pos-laml that in veference to all his disciples, the
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prophecy was fulfilled ; and that if all men would
receive Christ as their Saviour, the description,
which only applied to a clasg, would apply to ell,
They were often during the discussivn a good deal
excited, and frequently they made confident
assertions, that Christianity had no foundation to
rest upon, when I generally asserted that it rests
upon a rock. And I must say, that I have
observed, as well on this as on other occasions,
that the bold assertion of simple conviction, with-
out argument, appears scmetimes to be felt, even
by perverse unbelicvers, to have something of the
divine edge and energy of truth. At least it
secmed to me, that their sullen obstiracy seemed
to shrink at the naked statement of truth.

I had somctimes occasion to obscrve the enmity
which lodged in their hearts to Him who eame to
save them; and they appeared at times so sensible
of the deformity of their thouglits, that they
seemed afraid to dizcloe thewm; they at leust
made an apology more than once, least my feelings
should be excited to bitterness (as I thought)
against them.  Onc of them said to me that he
would shew me something, and there was that in
his manner which plainly shewed that he attached |
no small importance to it.  Ile then opencd the
Hebrew Scriptures, and pointing to the first word’
in Genesis, said, that it contained 2 ceep mystery, |
and he seemed to hesitate as he revealed it. I
assured him, that on such a subjeet, whatever he |
might say could not provole me to anger; that
personal feeling, here, was far from having any
place in my breast.  He then proceeded to state
the mystery which the word Berashit contained,
and this was done by selecting the letters in their
order, and making each the representative of a
particular word, viz :—Bera, Resho, Alehim,
Shem, Jusho, Tele. “The Lord shall create a
wicked thing, his name is ——, who was hanged.”
T must confess, when I heard the man slowly bring
forth this piece of blasphemy, that mny whole soul
was cast down, and I felt how hard it was to
argue with such men.  The words of Scripture
came to my mind, “The Lord hath sent them a
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie,”——
1 looked with surprise at the men, to sec if they
expected that I should give an answer to such
folly; one of them, I believe, understood my
feelings, but the man who propounded it did not,
for his stern countcnance remained always un-
changed. I shortly said, and they listened atten-
tively, that they had no authority for such a mode
of interpretation, and that if they gave me a few
minutes, I could make that, or any other words in
the Scriptures, express any thing that I pleased ;
seeing that all that was necessary, was merely to
make each letter of it the representative of a
word, and that I could selcet from the whole of

l
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the Hebrew vocables to express my meaning,—
One of the men plainly essented to the truth of
what Isaid. They next asked what God was?
I answered, that he was a spirit. They then
procecded to ask, whether he could be eeen, and
other such questions ; and concluded by saying,
that Christianity could not be true, since it repre-
sented God as visible, and in the shape of a man.
I replicd to them, that this view of God was
brought before us in their own Scriptures, and
took, for example, the threc men that appeared to
Abraham, when they were on the way to Sodom
and Gomorrah, for the purpose of destroying these
citics ; and shewed that, in the Hebrew Serip-
turcs, Abroham is represented as addressing one
by the name Jchovah. They made no answer to
this. 1 referred also to the language of Isainh,
the proplicty chap, ix, 6,—thcy made some cavils
about the tranulation, which were unworthy of
any regurd.  They alo asked what kind of
governieent it was that Christ conducted. Itold
them that it wasa doctrine of the New Testament,
that all things were governed by him.  They now
:Lsscrtt‘zd2 that if it was so, things were badly
aGministered, and again reverted to the divisions
in the Christian church. The one who had
shewed me the recondite meaning which was
concealed in the letters Berashit, now asked me
how it was possible that the passage in Zechariah
viliy 23, could be thus fulfilled, if they were to
become Christians.  The force of the argument
lay in thig, and it serves strongly to shew the
superstition under which their mind is subjected,
as well as their utter ignorance of the spirit of
Christianity. ‘The word Kiniph, in that passage,
they hold to be a small piece of cloth with two or
three woollen threads or cords attached to it ; all
the Jews wear this under their vest, so that it
is not ceen. They apply the prophet’s words to
this piece of dress; and conceiving that if they
become Christians they cannot be allowed any
longer to wear the Kiniph; they conclude, that
the truth of Christianity, and the fulfiliment of the
prophecy, are incompatible with cach other.—
They put the dilemma with much confidence,
apparently certain that it could not be answered.
1 felt some difliculty in explaining to them, that
they might be Christians, and yet wear the Jewish
dress; and that Christianity allowed perfect
frecdom on such matters. I said farther, that the
word Kiniph, did not necessarily refer to that
piece of dress to which they confined it; but that
it might be rendered generally by skirt. 1 Sam.
xxiv, 6. Iembraced the opportunity of stating to
them, that the prophecy would be fulfilled, only
when they received Christy and that then the fear
of thein would fall upon all men, because it would
be remembered by all how wondcrfully they had .
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been dealt with from the beginningy and how the|was their rejection of thut Prophet whom the
Lord had preserved them during the whole period; Lord was to raise up anong them like unto Moses,
that they persisted in rejecting their Saviour; and | They asked in what respect Christ resembled
surely men would infer that the Lord must do  Moses. Ianswered gencrally in the fact of his
wonderﬁxl‘thmgs fjor these men, now that they introducing the church of God into & new and
" They satel an absction 1o the gospelof Mt v 0 sh oect o s e b e
t an obj o the gospel of Mat='some of the great things which Moses een

I}l:g\:; ;lit;v:g fr}:)m the fact :)}f‘ :Zhlx;i}:;t, n:tthbc;jpg, in;\t.trumcntzlxl ;‘n doing!,‘ir;l gi}:‘inght}:le peop:Je ;usti-
Abraham, sceing that although the lin- tations and laws which they had not before ;

::;g:ho: ‘.I,oscphtii}tm;(it,l up }ocxl\bf:;}zatx;, still tha; ‘ rf:qul'rcd ;o Christ.’s resv}zlml;ling hi‘{n, in ir;]troducirl;g
as not the futher of Chrict. Tanswered similar changes into the form of worship in the

;.hat acc;rdizg ito lthc Je;:'i:;h hmod;)z of lcstimating’ 'chulrch, am% delivering to it 2 more spiritual code
Ineage by the fiather rather than by the mothcr, of laws. I referred also to the miracles of both,
Christ wns‘tbe rcpu.ted son of Joseph ; at?d‘in the, in which, from their superivr greatness, above all
eye of Je}v1sh law, in reference to :lll. privileges, other prophets, there was inuch resemblance. I
he was his scn. They urged objectiuns to the mentioned also, a minute circunstance, which I
account of the crucifixion of ‘Chn:t., dcyivo.d f‘ro::. t‘huught perhaps with them migiit tell as power-
the circumstance of there beinga diversity in their fully as any other rescmblance, that one of the
narratives as to some particulars ; andI herestat- first wiratles which Moses did was turning the
cd, that the omission of circum:tances by one water into blocd, while one of the first of Christ’s
:vvnter, ;nfl tl:ct recording of thctserby anot!¥¢r, ~was chunging the water int;l)_ win;zi{ Sceing theii

ere sufhcient to cause apparent discrepancics, uistinacy to rcsist cvery thing like argument,

while both narratives might be perfectly reconci- asked them, with much ecarnestness, whether it
lable. ‘They. thf:n _rcfcx.rrcd to that part of cur, was not possible they might be mistaken in their
.Crccd, in which it is waid, that Ch‘rxst dcsccndc:l’\'xcwf. Thcy.:m;\chx"cd, \\.'lﬂl much confidence,
into hell, and remarked upon the improbable na-, that it was an impu.:ible thing that they could be
ture of such a descent.  Ianswered, that Protes- mistaken.  Ircplied, that my question was not,
tants did not admit this doctrine ; that by thc:whcthcr they might be mistaken in believing the
word hell might be here understood the place ap- fucts contained in Scripture, for here I conceived

pointed by Gsd for departed souls. Y read to,that the cvidence was such that every possibility
them, from the Hebrew Pselter, the pacsaze from ‘of being wistaken was excluded, but, whether it
‘the 16th Psalm, which rcferred to this—the word -‘mi;;!xt not be possible, that in their private inter-
Shaul, they scemed here to admit, wa. erroneous- .pl'cta‘.tion of Scripture they might be mistaken?
ly translated hell.  Tapplied thepassage toChrist, i They -aid, thut it was impossible.  'While I was
who, I told them, was not allowed to remain in| thu. attcwpting to cunvince them, (and I often
this state.  One of them now spoke of the’ As- lifted my heart to the Lord for help), one of them
cension, but in so scofiing a manncr, that Ido not, an:wcred me, and I wondered at the answer, ¢If
thing proper to transenbe what he said. _l we helicved not Chrict, it is not likely that we

I appealed to them at somelength, in regard to should believe you.”  They scemed also desirous
their desolate condition. Spolie of the glon’ous’to infurm me, that although they were not so
condition of their anccztors as being the greatest/intimately acyuainted with the Scriptures, that
nation in the carth, secing that Gud him:;clfhcld'ther(r were perzobs wmong them who were as
converse with them. Reminded them of thcir'»thurcnghly acquaintcd with the New Testament
kings, and prophet:, and holy men, and shcwc;ltm the Cldy and in particular, they said, that the
them, that there was no analogy Letween their, education of their Rabbies commenced at three
present condition und the whole of their ancicnt'ycar.; of age and cnded not till twenty-four, I
hiztory. 1 reminded them, that there was ne-)had ciated, with solue attention, a little before, a
ver a period in which Israel cerved the Lurd,,diztincticn between two kinds of knowledge, that
and enjoyed not his favour—that whenever they ivhich exi.ted in the head and that which existed
called upon the Lord in trouble, the Lord deliv- in the heart. T used this phraseology, because
ered them, that there must be seme grest cau.c, being Germans, they were not so familiar with
existing for so great o change in their condition, the Englizh language. They admitted the dis-
seeing that it proved that the Lord had changed tinction at the time, but when I came to apply it,
his conduct towards them. I caid farther, that':.',o ag to chow that their Rabbies might have the
they did notappear to be guilty of idolatry Lo, one without the other, their minds were so excited
their futhers ; and that the orly sin which I cun- that they would not admit it. They often ap-
ceived they were guiliy of; end which could not|peared to be excited, and I abserved that once or
account for the conduct of Providence to them|twice they swore by the name of God in the midst
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of their argument.  They, however, always
heard with attention all that I had to urge against

them, and although there was nothing like con-,

viction produced in any of them, still I could see
that there existed degrees of obstinacy among
them, and on some occusions there were apparent
relentings in their obstinate hemts. One of them,
of his own nccord, turned up the passage, “ The
sceptre shall not depart from Judah,” &e.; and he
offered another translation of it, but he could not
shew that it had any foundation in grammatical
principle, I mention this, chiefly to shew that
the Jews, in general, are by no means sunk in
utter ignorance as to the ground on which the
controversy between their church and the Chris-
tians is carried on; but on the contrary, that they
have been attentive, and to a considerable degree,
to collect all the arguments out of infidel writings
against Christianity, and I mention this with the
view of exciling a hope, that this dark spirit which
has gone forth upon so devout a theme may be
enlightened, since it is a spirit of enquiry; though,
alas, a gloomy spirit which goes in quest of shreds
to conceal the light which shines forth from that
bright volume which is still read in their syna-
gogue; still, such as it is, it is better than no
enquiry at all, and it is fervently to be wished,
that the brightness of that celestial light may
speedily burst forth upon them, or, if this may not
be, that it may continue to shine upon them with
so calm and celestial a radiance, that while the
spirit of enquiry still remains, it may become a
spirit meek and docile, and which is soon to
rejoice in the full light and liberty of a child of
God.

It appeared to me not unfrequently during the
conversation which I had with them, that they had
some secret bond among themselves, similar to
that which is spoken of'in the Acts of theApostles,
where it is said, that the Jews banded together
and bound themselves under a great curse, to
prevent the spread of the gospel, by removing
Paul. This appeared to mein the manner in
which they expressed themselves when I urged
upon them the claims of the gospel salvation, or
held forth to them the sure declarations of prophe-
cy as to their restoration when they accepted of
Christ as their Saviour ; they then stated in dark
language the impossibility of a Jew being a Chris-
tian ; and while they said this I cither saw, or
fancied T saw something lurking behind which
they were not willing to disclose ; for there was
expresseG in their manner something like a senti-
ment of hopelessness, and a sullen expression, as
if the person addressing them was not privy toall
they knew and felt on the subject. I observed
also, that something of the same fceling appear-
¢d in their manner about thelate conversion of a
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Jew in Glasgow ; they enid, that the man was
bribed. If there be such oaths, I apprchend that
they conceive that these cannot be forgiven, and
hence the sullen reiteration that it is mnpossible
for a Jew to have been led to embrace Christianity
by virtuous means, but from the basest means,
since that perjury proves them to be the most
worthless of men. Another explanation of the
assertion which they so frequently make that it
is impossible a Jew should be a Christian, may
arise from the daring blasphemies to which they
have accustomed their minds in reference to
Christ. I have already referred to one of these
malignant blasphemies, drawn from the word
Berashit. And Iam persuaded that thisis not the
only example of their having proceeded to a fearful
length in cherishing such wickedness, for they
said, after shewing me this mystery as they called
it, that they could shew me more, but I had no
desire to enter farther into the scerets of their
abominations. Whichever of thesc be true, and
I believe that thereis truth in both,—that they
blaspheme the Lord in their hearts, and bind
themselves together against Him, it should teach
all who attempt to convince the Jews, to hold
out from the first the free door of access through
the blood of the Redeemer, so that the stray sheep
may not be prevented from returning by the ap-
prehension that the door of mercy is shut against
them.

They had other cavils which they brought for-
ward against Christionity. They asked why
Josephus did not mention the miracles of Christ.
I said that the miracles of Christ were notorious
when Josephus wrote—that they were attested
by independent evidence, and that the only infe-
rence which can be deduced from his silence is,
that he was afraid to state that evidence, which,
as a Jew, he had rejected. One of the Jews
however, after arguing from the silence of Jose-
phus, admitted that ke had spoken of Christ, and
now reccived as genuine the passage in that
historian which he had just denied ; and he here
repeated the first clause of that famous passage,
¢ About this time appeared aman, named Jesus,
if he might be called a man.” He here stopped
and went on to state, thatJosephus meant to say,
that Christ was unworthy to be called a man;
this I took to be one of those blasphemies, of
which their heart seems so full, and which ap-
pears to be so characteristic of the Jews, even at
this period of the world, in reference to Christ ;
Imentioned to them, that their fathers never de-
nied the miracles of Christ, but ascribed them to
satanic agency ormagic. They seemed glad to
lay hold of this last word, and assented, apparent-
ly, to the explanation. I mention this, to shew
at what a low state of mental cultivation the
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Jewish mind is, and how disproportioned their

pray with me, using the 51st Psalm ; after some

intellectunl capacity for judging of evidence is,|scruples they scemed to agree. I accordingly

compared with that virulency which they bear to
the salvation of the gospel. I may mention an
instance of their intellectual debasement. They

rode, and read the Psalm as a prayer, but they
did not appear from their manner, to enter into
the sentiment. I had observed on other occe-

turned up Deut. vi. 8, 9, they asked me if I knew |sions, o total absence of cvery feeling, They
what Mezezut was—I pointed to the door post, appear to have scarcely any other notion of reli-
they accordingly led me to the door, and shewed| zious worship, than as a mere round of forms,
me a piece of tin, under which a picce of paper|und in these they seem to deem it enough, if they
or parchment, which contained part of the law|conn over the original Ilebrew.

was nailed, and they evidently took great merit

to themselves, for being so obedient to the law.
I wagsilent, for truly it scemed to me, as if the
delusion of death had settled over them, One of]
them told me, that they also wore them as front-
lets between the eyes, but I forgot to enquire
farther into this. I hadasked themseveral times

if they would join in prayer with me, but they
always refused ; I then asked them if they would

Having thus laid before your readers the account
of my conversations with these Jews, I have only
to entreat, that cvery true follower of Christ, who
knows what a glorious salvation that is, of which
he is a partaker; will unite their fervent prayers
that unbelief may be turned away from the
children of Jacob, and that they may be led to

rejoice in their Saviour and Lord.

THE REVEREND MATTIEW WILKS.

The Rev. Marruew WiLKs, minister of the
Tabernacle in the City Rond, and of Tottenham
Couit Road Chapel, was, for about half a century,
one of the best known preachers in London. e
came to town in carly life, and soun raised himself
to that distinguished station among the religious
portion of the community, which he ever after-
wards maintained till the hour of his death. In
glancing therefore at some of the great and good
men whose lives were chiefly spent in preaching
the gospel of Christ in London,. it were an un-
pardonable oversight did I omit to give some
notice of such a man as Matthew Wilks. There
were various traits of* minor interest in his char-
acter which I must pass over; contenting myself
with a reference to a few of the more prominent
and important ones; and even to them, I must
not advert at any length.

Mr. Wilks had the reputation of being a singu-
larly shrewd man in perceiving the real character
of individuals, as well as one whose judgment
might be more relied on in matters of a secular
nature, than that perhaps of any of his contem-
porary brethren in the ministry. It has been
mentioned in private by those friends who had an
opportunity of knowing something on the subject,
that the result of the credit he had obtained for
possessing an unusually sound judgment, was his
being consulted, in the course of his iong minis-
terial career, in the making of a greater number
of wills, and his being appointed one of the exe-
cutors of such wills, than any other man of his
day. A great many cases consist with my own
knowledge, derived from private sources of in-
formation, in which he was consulted by dissent-
ing ministers in circumstances of difficulty, in

preference to any other person they knew; and,
so far us my knowledge, derived from these pecu-
liar sources of information, extends, the advice
he gave was in almost every instance, as the re-
sult proved, the wisest and best that could have
been tendered to the parties soliciting it. I could
name, but for obvicus reasons I forbear to do so,
some cases in which, through his judicious coun-
sel and friendly interposition, ministers of the
gospel (some of them still living, and among the
most popular preachers of the day) were enabled
trinmphantly to vindicate their character when
unjustly and artfully assailed in a vital part; and
who but for that advice and interposition must as-
suredly have fallen victims to the combined inge-
nuity and malevolence of their enemies.

Of his shrewdness in detecting hypocrisy and
discerning the true points of one’s character, in-
numerable instances are recorded in private cir-
cles.  As their name is legion, I will not particu-
larize any of them; but will, on the contrary,
mention one instance in which his wonted shrewd-
ness failed him, and he became the easy dupe of
an ingenious swindler. The party in this case
having ascertained that a certain old rich gentle-
man, lately returned from abroad, had become
onc of Mr. Wilks' heaiers, and was sufficiently
known to him by name, though Mr, Wilks was
unacquainted with his band-writing,—drew out,
one morning, a cheque for one hundred pounds,
in the name of the gentleman, on g bank in which
the latter had no money; and putting on the
clothes of a footman, he called on Mr. Wilks
and handed him the cheque which was enclosed
in a sheet of paper, intimating the wish of the
donor, that it should be given to the funds of a
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religious socicty in whose affairs Mr. Wilks felt| Ilis preaching was eminently caleulated to be
the decpest interest, 'I'he reverend gentleman, juseful : he constantly aimed at awukening the
who had a curious drawling way of forcing the|conscience and reaching the heart. His views of
words out of his mouth, owning to his keeping it | truth were sound and clear, and feelingly though
in a great measure compresced while he spoke, | sometimes roughly expressed. His matter wus
remarked as he inspected the cheque—s This—is | spiritual, solemn, und searching. His illustrations
~—a—very—-handsome—-donation—iy—man.—| were often homely, but his character was o highly

Ill—write—-and—thank—Mr. R

for—it.” [ esteemed by all who knew hin, whether as a man

%Very good, Sir,” snid the rogue, with the po-]or us u Christian, that what would not have been
liteness of the class of persons to whom he wished Jtolerated in others, cither occasioned not a
for the time to be understood as belonging— [thought, or was overlooked, when coming frem

“Very good, Sir,” and he made a lacquey’s bow,
and quitted the room. 1In the course of five mi-

him.

Mr. Wilks had a most intimate knowledge of

nutes afterwards he returned in breathless haste, [the workings of the human heart. Few men have

saying he had entirely forgot that his master had
particularly desired him to pay an account ot ten
pounds to a tradesman in the neighbourhood, and

proved more successful in tracing its various
windings, or in exposing the fallacics in which the
saint as well us the sinner is in the habit of

that as he had not the requisite amount with him, |entrenching himsell.  With thousands it was mat-

and the residence of his master was two miles

ter of surprisc, how the reverend gentleman was

distant, he would feel particularly obliged, and so|so successful in lolding the mirror up to the

would his master, if Mr. Wilks would give him

winds of all clusses and descriptions of his heave-s,

ten pounds out of the hundred for which he had |'L'o me, the things is of casy explication. He had

got the cheque; assuring Mr. Wilks that the
moment he went home, the ten pounds would be
returned to hin in a two-penny letter. DMir.
Wilks at once handed him the ten pounds, and

most carefully studied the workings of his own
mind : he had most attentively watched the opera-
tions of’ his own heart in every variety of circun-
stances in which he found himself placed ; and un-

the fellow quitted the apartient, renewing his[derstanding the philosophy of human nature

protestations as he reached the door, that in a
few hours the money would be returned to AMr.
Wilks. He had scarcely got to the street, when
the idea flashed across the mind of the reverend

sufficiently well to know that it is essentially the
same in onc man as in another, except where grace
Las made the difierence, he inferred from his own
experience in his unconverted as well converted

gentleman, that he had possibly been duped. 1l [state, what passed in the heart of others.

mused for 2 moment, and then felt assured of the
fact. Striking the palin of his hand on his knee,
§0 as to suit the action to the word, he exclaimed
in his own peculiar way, «I'm—done; I'm—dune;
T'm—done.” The loss of his money he rcgarded
as nothing;’ but he never could forgive himselt

Mr. Wilks carefully preparcd himself by previ-
ous study for his pulpit munistrations, His pre-
paraticn however, was chiefly confined to the
matter and arrangement of his discourses. Ile
always regarded mere style as a thing unworthy
of thought in one who was called to preach Jesus

for being so easily duped by a lacquey-locking |Christ and him crucified. Hence his diction had

rogue,

nothing of polish in it. He not only did not deal

Mr. Wilks’ inflience over his congregations in rounded periuds or enphonicusly constructed

was perhaps greater than that of any other niinie-

sentences, but he never felt a duzire to be consid-

ter over his tlock, that could be namcd. "They jered elequent, in the sense in which the world

regarded him with mingled feclings of the ceopest

uzually upder.tands the term.  Ile was, however,

Tespect and the warmnest aflection.  Ife was their | eloquent as regarded the imipression his preaching
¢dcar friend,” as well as “beloved pastor.” N /made and the cffects it produced. Ilis dicticn
one will be surpriscd, therefore, copecially when Ifwas plain, but not clovenly. It was zlways clear
add that their confidence in his judglent was un-jfrom its very plainne.s.  Much of his preaching

bounded, on being inforined that his will was, in

was of'a ecllequial kind: he often spoke from the

almost every instence, a law to them.  Large a: ;Zl‘llp‘:t. YEJ the tvo ﬂlult;:ll"h] people who attended
were his congregations both in the City Roud and | his min' try at cach of his chapels, juct as if he
Tottenham Court Roal, and unwieldy as they|had been sitting n his own ca: ¥ chiair in his study,
were in many repects, Mro Wilks preserved the und conversing witha private fricnd.  Ile scarce-
greatest union and hwmeny wwong them during | Iy ever cellvered a cczuion, in the course of which
the long period he was their pastor.  The differ- | lie did net oy scrae hing pointc 15 somcthing that
ences and aqizsensions which have taken p!acc would ke an lmpreszicn on <ac mind likely to
among them since his death, are unhappily tuo|be retained. Ile was exceedingly partial to the

well known, not only to the religious portion of [t
the metropolitan cuminunity, but to the public|!
generally.

ze of thert quotations from our most popular
hyems, in illustrating Lis positicns.  And at the

conclezion of his diccourses instoad of desiring

But it was not mercly as regarded the externals [tic congregation, a. i w.ually dune in the chapels
of church government, that Mr. Wiks exereised afin Lendon, to ting, “Praise God, from whom ali
powerful influence cver the minds of Lis people, |bles: ing. flow,” or « e other lines of a doxolo-
He was eminently succes:[ul in the conversion of|gicel charactery he slways gave out four, five, or
sinners, and in the edificution of the suinis of God, [ -ix ver.c . —now and then as many as cight—of
His influence as a preacher of the truths of thejoune of the ordinary hymns, suitable to the ser-
gospel, was in these respects singularly great, as|mon; the same as at the commencement of the
hundreds who are still alive are ready to testify. {scrvices.
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Mr. Wilks was remarkable for his disinterested- [most skilful and efiective in wiclding the weapon
ness. In no action of his life, during the half|of singularly coarse abuse. Mr. Wilksinterposed,
century he presided over the congregations in and by dint of remonstrance and the threat of call-
Tottenham Court Road and the City Road, was;mmg the police, eventually succeeded in inducing
he known to have his own persoml interests injone of the “vitujerative” parties to quite the
view. Even though he procured an increase of|scene of confict. * Now, my good woman,” suid
sulary for his colleagues in office, not only would| Mr. Wiiks, to the remaining militant, “are you
hie not solicit, but he would not aceept, any addi- not ashamed of yourself in having made such a

tion to his own. And what is more, though his‘
salary never exceeded two hundred per annum,
upwards of one hundred of it were regularly given,
away in chairty.

His goodness of heart, no one who knew him
ever questioned, A more truly kind-hearted man
was not to be met with. Yet singular as it may
appear, with all his kindness of disposition, he
often conducted himselt in the roughest and even,
rudest manner which it were possibic to counccive.
The Taw of kindness was, indeed, in his heart : but;
there was not the slightest trace of it on his lips.,
It was the remark of all who cver had any inter-;
course with him, that a kinder heart and Larsher,
manner were never exhibited in the same person, |

He was a most dilizent reader of the Bible.—-
In a brief memoir of him, written by the late
Rev. Mr. Sharp, of Crown Street Chagel, Soho, |
it is stated, that he read it fairly through four
times cvery year, and that on one occazwon he,
read it through in the almost incredibly short
space of thirty days!

His texts were often of a most curious kind,
and such as none but himselt’ would have thought,
of choosing.  When about to preach the annual;
sermon in Surrey Chapel in 1812, on behalf of the,
London Miszionary Society, he gave out to the,
astonishinent of all present, the fullowing verse;
from Jeremiah—¢ The children gather wcod, and,
the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead,
their dough to mnake cakes for the queen of hea-j
ven, and to drink offerings unto other gods, that,
they may provoke me to anger.,” And yet the
Evangelical Magazine of that day represented the
sermon as the most ingenious and miost effective
ever preached before the institution whose cause
he advocated. In 1824, Mr. Wilks preached to u,
crowded aundience at Bristol, a most impressive
sermon, from the single word, ¢ Afterwards.”

To leara that any of lis people, whether mem-
bers of the church or hearers only, acted incon-
sistently with the christian character, was on all
occasions, the source of the decpest sorrow to
him. When such infurmation reached him he
often made use of it in his puipit ministrations, but
without, of course, making such pointed reference
to the individual, us that the congregation could
discover who the party was to whom he referred,
An instance of this kind occured, on one occasion,
under circumstances which would cause a smile,
were it not too affecting to think that any regular
attendant on an evangelical ministry, should speak
or act inconsistently with the christian charac'cr.
As he was one day passing along one of the streets
in the neighbourhood of St. Giles’s, he saw two,
women, in the humbler ranks of life, carrying on
a most animated war of words with cach other;
and so equally were they matched, that it would
have been difficult for those most versed in such

matters, to say which of the belligerents was the

disgraceful exhibition

« It was the other voman who was the cause ot
it all,”” was the answer ; the party wishing to shift
the blame trom herself to her antzgoinst.

“But you ought not to have followed so bad an
example,”

“Hooman matur, Sir, could not stand yon
voman’s tounge,” observed the quondam warrior,
still aticinpting to justily or at lcast to extenuate
her:-conduct.

“Tut religion ought to have taught you bet-
ter)” sngoested Mr. Wilks, ¢ dlay I ask,” he
added, ¢ what religion you are of ¥

“The religion of the Tobernacle, Sir. Tama
reqular hearer of Mr. Matthew Wilks; and a
very excellent preacher hie is, Sir.”

It were exeier to innzine than deseribe what
were Mr. Willks’ feclings on ascertaining that
one of the partier to the un cemly exlibition he
had-witnes-ed, was one of his :tated hearers.—
The woman never having scen the reverend gen-
tleman, except in his gown and with his bands,
anl even then only at a distance of nearly the
whcle length of a larze chapel, did not recognize
him in his ordirary clothes. Mr. Wilks, in the
excess of his grict” and mortification at the disco-
very, alluled to the circumstance in his sermon
on-the following Subbath day, and fixing his eye
on.that part of the chapel where the free sittings
were, and where there was always a great num-
ber of wemen in the seme rank of life as she who
had dezeribed herself as his “regular hearer,” he
assumed that the majority, if not the whole of
that portion of his audience were as bad as she,
and then read them one of the moot severe lectures
cver delivered, on the flippancy, the coarsencss,
and the venom of woman's tongue when unre-
strained by religion.

Mr. Wilks wus fearless and straight forward in
the expressions of Lis opinions on all subjects and
on.all occasions.  He never hesitated to rebuke
to their face his brother iministers when he
thought there was any thing inconsistent in their
conduct. Sometimes this caused unpleasant feel-
ingstowards him on the part of the persons so
rcbuked. In various instances his reproofs were
resented, and his right to administer them openly
questioned. DBut the only person, so far as m
knowledge gocs, that cver fairly put Mr. Wilks
down, when he was acting the part of a censor of
other men's conduet, was the-Rev. Robert Hall,
Mr. Wiltks, one day, in the presence of several
ministers and other religious men, addressed Mr.
ITall, as follows, immediately after the latter had
been indulging in those sarcasms, jokes, and ill-
natured remarks at the expense of other men, to
which he was so much in the habit of giving ut-
terance:—* Mr, 11all weall admit you are agreat
man ; some of us think you are a good man; but
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I must pluinly tell you, that there are many per-
sons who doubt your christianity altogether.”

“Why, so, Sir?” inquired Mr. Hall, in his
usual impatient and abrupt manner.  “\Why so,
Sir? Why should any man doubt my christianity,
any more than your christianity, Sir??

#Because Alr. Hall” replied Mr. Wilks, « yon
are so much in the habit of making acrimonious
remarks and sporiing  jokes, at other people’s
expense.”’

& \Weil, Sir,” returned Mr. all, «and what if']
sometimes do? ‘T'he only difierence, Sir, be-
tween you and me is, that I speak my nonsense in
the parlour, and you speek yours in the pulpit.?

Mr. Wilks, strong as were his nerves, was com-
pletely put down, as the phrase is, by the com-
bined wit and severity of the remark. He was
heard afterwards to say, that he would never
again take upon himself the ofiice of rebuking Mr. |
Hall for any impropricties of speech which he
might be guiity in his presence.

* » g @ * ® ® *

1 know of no work from the pen of Mr. Wilks

miah, which suys, ¥Do not dizgrace the throne
of thy glory.”

& Deep are thy couuncils, mighty God,
‘T'oo deep for us to truce;

Most high and glorious is thy throne,
In justice, truth, aml grace.

#Thou dost not waver like ourselves,
Wio are of morta) frame;

For cever thou dost live and reign,
Unchangeably the same.

$AViIth steadfast confiience will we,
Unto thy throne apply;

For thou wilt not unfuithful be,
Or our requests deny.”

Mr. Wilks’ personal appearance was at oll times
commanding ; in the latter ycars of his life, it wss
vencrable. Iis countenance had a grave expres-
sion, but nothing of that harshness which any one
unacquainied with him, would, from his words,
hiave been Jed to regard as one of the attributes of
Lis character. Ilis face, though of the oval con-
formation, was full, and had fewer wrinkles than

which has appecared from the press. The late
Rev. Mr. Sharp, as before stated, has published a
smail volume, under tiie tivle of ¢ Remains of the
Rev. Matthew Wilks,” in which there are the
skeletons of thirty or forty sertnons which Mr.
Wilks delivered to his people; from notes taken
by une of his hearcrs; but they are too brief” to
afford any idea of his discourses when delivered at
length.

Mr. Wilks occasionally wrote sacred hymns.—
In Mr. Sharp’s “Remains® of the reverend gen-
tleman, twenty of these are given. They disco-
ver no poetic taste, nor have they anything but
their piety to rccommend them. The following
is one of the shortest; it is, perhaps, ulso one of

wight be expected, in one who had attained the
advanced age of seventy. Ile had a double clin,
which was more apparent from the ciicumstance
of his not wearing a collar to his shirt. 1lis
brown wig contributed in some degree to make
him look younger than he really was. Ilis eyes
were dark, and retained their lusture and quickness
to thelast. e had a high, well developed fore-
head, and looked altogether better than persons of
his advanced age usually do. He died in 1829,
The cstimation in which he was held, was best
shown by the fact, that upwards of ten thousand
persons accompaniced his remains to the place of
their interment in Bunhill Fields. Mr. John
Wilks, so many years the member for Boston, is

the best. It is founded on the scntence in Jere-

one of Mr. Matthew Wilks’ sons.

COLLEGE RECOLLE

Alexander Duff” (for at the time to which I refer
all were untitled) is an cleve of the University of]|
St. Andrews.  He was enrolled a student in the
United College a year before mysclf; being the
session of 1821-22. He had previously gone
through a course of study in the Perth Academy,
and had been distinguished amoeng the rest of the
pupils for his classical attainments.  1le accord-
ingly attracted the attention of his masters at the
outset of his college carcer.  In the Seminary of
St. Andrews there is always a competition at the
commencement of the session for four foundation
bursarics.  About the time I'refer to, there might
be thirty competitors. Of these Mr. Duff was
ong, and on a comparative trial, which is con-
dncted in the most impartial manner, he was
judged worthy of the first bursary.  Iis success,
on this occasion, gave him a status as a scholar

CTIONS—DR. DUFF.

from his first appearance at college, which was
ably sustained during his whole curriculum. At
this distance of timic I have a vivid iinpression of
his personal appearance.  His labors in India, not
to speak of his excrtions at home, have enfechled
his frame, but he was then a young man of a
sound and vigorous constitution, capable of cn-
during the longest course of study without
inconvenicnce.  Having spent his years in an
inland part of the country, he enjoyed much, a
solitary walk on the bold shores of the German
Qccean, which half surrounds the city. I remem-
ber sailing with him in the bay of St. Andrews,
onc summer after the classes had risen. We
were in a sinall boat, and while sweeping across
the n:outh of the Eden, a river which falls into the
bay, and three or four miles from the shore, we
wcre so tossed about by the waves that he was
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wholly overcome with sickness, and was forced
to lic down in @ state of great helplesness.  [and
another friend, who had been accustomed to
boating, did not feel the least inconvenience, but
our companion, who had never heen on the ccean
before, endured great sufierings until we reached
the shore, and even then, it wes some time before
he recovered.  Bet men are often weak or strong,
according to the places in which they are found.
Mr. Duff; educated from his infancy amid the wild
inland scenery of the Grampians, found it easier to
scale a mountain top than to navigate the sca.—
T remember onee walking with the late Mr. John

no enjoyment kalf so cxhilurating, as the attempt
to outrival the wild goal in clambering from crag
lo crag, or lo outstrip the ravens in soaring lo
their loftiest swmmits ; no music half so sweet as
the roar of the cataract wmong the beetling
precipices of the solitary dell; no chariot and
cquipage half so much desired as the buoyant
wreaths of mist that curled their strange and
fantastic shapes around the rgged peuaks of the
ucighboring  hills.  Hence a fondeess for the
characteristic scenery of my native lund, amount-
ing almost to a passion ; a passion which, like
every other, it requires Divine Grace to wodify

Urquhurt, of Perth, to the top of Kinnoul hill, and subduc. For oft, as I have strayed among
and, when we had rcached its broad summit, he gardens and groves, bestudded with the richest
pointed to a projecting crag, to which Mr. Duff, pruducts of tropical climes, the mvoluntary cjacu-
at one time had walked, and coolly sat down with!lation has ever been, ¢ Give me thy woods, thy
his {eet overhanging the tremendous precipice.~1 barren woods, poor Scoiland ¥

It must have been trial enough to have seen w, Mr. Duff was a nutive of the parish of” Moulin.
human being, more especially an acquaintance, on It was in this parish that the great revival took
such a spot; and I remember Mr. Urqubart, with place under the mamstry of the late Dr. Stewart,
a simplicity peculiar to himself; said it was folly.; of which he published an account at the time, and
But this, it may be observed, was the sentiment; wherein he enumerates, as tar as mun could judge,
of 2 Lowlunder, not of a mountaineer. I have, thirty-seven genuine cenverts to the faith as it is
reason to think it was as small a matter {for young in Jesus. And I have reuson to believe, that it
Duff" to sit down on the projecting peak and look | was soie of these aged coneris who were instru-
ubout him, as it is for w sailor boy 1o mount thewental in communicating @ love for evangelical

rigging and look out fur land.  Speaking of this,

X may refer to a speech he delivered in the ]:Lst!

General Assembly, wherein we find himn express-
ing his own scntiments as to his love of the
mountain scenery of his native land :—I would
go.” he says, (to Indin) “not from any cxagger-
ated estimate or ambitions longings after the
pomp and luxuries of the East. No. Dire
expericnce constrains me to say, that, for the
cnjoyment of real personal comfort, 1 would
tather, infinitely rather, be the occupant of the
poorest. hut, with its homeliest fare, in the coldest
and blcakest ravine that flanks the sides of

doctrine to the nmund of” Mr. Dufi; and preserving
it. alive at a time when many of” lis friends were
men who held sentiments of an opposite kind, I
know that he had conversed with some of these
excellent persvis, and he kept, with a kind of
reverential care, a letter which they had wrnitten,
remonstraiing against the intrusion of' a successor
to Dr. Stewart, on the ground of his sentiments
not being evangelical.  Accordingly, during his
first. session at college, he manifested, in the midst
of all his literary arder, a concern about personal
religion.  In 2 letter, published by Mr. Orme, in
the life of Mr. John Urquhart, to whom reference

Schihallion or Ben Nevig, than be the possessor jhus already been made, Mr. Dufi mentions that he
of the stateliest palace, with its royal appurtenan-{and Mr. Urquhart, for they boarded together
ces, in the plains of Bengal. I would go, not during the session of 1822-23, were wont to have
from any freaks of fancy respecting the strange- worship in the house morning and evening, though
ness of forcign lands, and the exciting novelly ofjm that letter Mr. Duff Cxpresses l}xs fears that
labor among the dwellers there. There 1 havethere was htle of that savor of spiritual worship,
been alrcady, and can only testily, that the state jlittle of that inward sorrow for sin and carnest
of the heathen is far too sad and awful a reabity longings after an entire conformity to the mind of
to be afitting theme for story or for sung, unlessjGod.  This circunistance 1may serve to shew the
it be onc over which hell would rejoice and heaven jconnection there is between the labors of one
would weep. I would go, not from any un-jfaithful servant and thosc of another.  Little did
patriotic dislike of my native land,or misanthropic; Dr. Stewart. think, while cqntcndmg for a pure
aversions towards its people or its institutions.—{gospel in the secluded parish of Moul.m, amid
No ; for its very ruggedness, as the land of thejmany discouraginents {rom some of his richer
mountain and the flood, I cherish more than|parishioners, that he was opening the way fora
ordinary fondness.  How could it be otherwisc 2jglorious light on the darkness of Hindostan.—
Nestled and nursed, as it were, from carlicstiAnd as hittle did his mrishioncr.,s_ in penming their
infancy among the wildest and sublimest scencs, jsimple but honest epistle, calling for a faithful

Y2

T N N L

B L L et R ST )

JEEETRR IRV SRy

.

Y -

P IR N AR 1

) S’

.

242,



878 COLLEGE RECOLLECTIONS.

ministry, imagine that it would form a link in the|to hesitate between the two great partics in the
chain ot causation which terminates in the evan-{church, but now in all his appearancez in the so-
galization of the heathen ; manifesting that God!cicties which the students had formed among
uses the most minute vs well as the greatest|themselves for literary as well as religious purpo-
- events to evolve the ends of his providence. ses, he shewed his strong and decided attachment
Mr. Duff' was distinguished at a!l the classes he|to the cause of evangelical truth. There were
attended. As a Latin scholar, he gained thelat this timein St. Andrews not a few individuals
speciul friendship of the late Dr. John IHunter, [both among the professors and students of high
well known to the public for his accurate editions|standing for their attuinments in the mathematics
of divers of the ancient classics, and better known [and languages, who associated weakness with
by the many pupils who attended him during a{evangelical piety, but Mr. Duff was ever ready to
professorship of upwards cf fifty years, for his|bear the reproach, and no considerations of selt-
profound views of the philosophy of language and [interest led him to conceal his principles, but on
general grammar,  That eminent man delivered [the contrary, in the Missionary Society, which
his lectures very much in the form ¢f conversa-|ubout this time was formed in the college, Mr.
tions with his stadents. It was his practice to{Duff spoke with such boldness in divers addresses
call up some of the most distinguished, and by a|which he delivered to the members, as to gain
process of question and answer, accompaniedthe esteem and love of all who had at heart the
with explanations of his cwn, to unfold histextension of the Redeemer’s kingdom. In St.
philological views. Mr. Daff'was veiy often ene|Mary’s College (the theological one) Mr. Duff
who was selecied on these occasions, and always!was, if possible, still more distinguisl:ed than he
received the o<t marked spprobation, both of his!had been at the philosophy clastes. Ile studied
teacher and fellow students, for the manner injthe great controversies with the Deists and Soci-
which he ucquitted himself. Mr. Duff excelled!nians with such luborious asciduity, that I have
even more in the Greek than in the Latin clasz. ! cften thought if he had written on these subjects,
Professer Alesander, though net equal to Dr.lhe had 2!l the materials necdful to furnish the
Hunter, as 2 philologist, kad as high a relish for{world with a work which would have rivalled the
the beauties cf ancient literature. e prescribed hinost claborate treatises of our most famous theo-
a greater variety of excrcises than his colleague, ogians.  And neither should I omit to notice,
which made his cless peculiarly interesting to the! (secing it affords another illustration of the force
students.  His own lectures were remarkable for)of genius in surmounting obstacles,) that during
their great cloquence.  And I may here cbsc.’vc,‘all this time he conducted the studics of several
that it was in the Greek cless Mr. Duff first'young men attending the classes, a task sufficient
manifested that tzlent for bold declaumation which jto occupy the time of ordinary men.
marks his speeches in the Generzl Asscn:bl_\'.—‘ Mr. Duft’s mind, I have reason to believe, was
Each student was called up twice in the week ;! first tarncd to missionary labor, in preference to
and when the name of Alexander Duff was called | the ministry at home, by the influcnce of several
by the Professor, every car was attentive. 'l‘o'pious voung men with whom he asscciated at
say that he translated with accuracy, weuld give college. He was the intimate friend of John
but @ poor idex of his manner. Ie recited lhe!Urqu!mr:, who had after the most diligent cnqui-
passage with a force and feeling which shewed ry and persevering prayer, set himseli apart for

that he not only understeed what ke read, but!this work, and who died just before being received
that he entered into the spirit of the writer—[bx the London Missionary Society. Ile was,
And such was his proficiency in theGreek tcnguc,'morcovcr, the intimate friend of John Adam, of
that in a class, inwhich there were many excellent{ Homerton, London, who at this time was prepar-
scholars, he carricd off the first prizes during four|ing himself for this work by aitending the lecturcs
successive sessions. e gained the first prize{of Dr. Chalmers in St. Andrews, and whom he
also in theLogic class. e received prizes in the |had afterwards the happiness to mect in Calcutta
Mathematical, Morel and Natural Philosophy as Missionary from the same Society. The lives
classes; besides a great many prizes for exercises {of these two pious men have since heen published,
performed during the swnmer.  Altogether, 1iand as well from personal knowledge of all the
verily belicve there is not a youth in the United {circumstances as they occurred, as from the cvi-
Kingdom who reccived more prizes, and who |dence contained in their biographies, 1 can say,
better merited to receive them than Mr. Duff.  [that their counsels and example exercised a pow-

It was not, howcever, until Mr. Duff had finished | erful influence in leading Mr. Duff to make choice
his attendance on the lectures of Dr. Chalmers, |of the missionary ficld in preference to the minis-
that he began to nanitest a decided change in his Herial work 2t home. And neither should I forget
religious sentuments.  Ile had previously scomed Ythe Rev. Robert Ncsbet, al present one of the
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General Assembly’s Missionaries in Bombay, and|vindicate the wisdom of the appointment. Ire-
who, at the time Mr. Duff was a President of the |member being present when he preached his first
Students Missionary Society, visited that city to|sermon in Edinburgh. It was in the Rev. Mr.
take farewell of his friends there, and delivered anySimpson’s chapel, Leith Wynd.  His text was 1
address to nearly all the students, in which he Cor. ii. 2, “For I determined not to know any
discussed at great length the obligations laid uponthing among you, save Jesus Christ and him cru-
young men to engage in the missionary work.—|cified.” Andwith the exception of Dr. Chaliers,
These circumstances, and I might have added;I never heard man preach so powerfal a sermon.
more, will serve to shew the cause of Mr. Duft"s) e magnified the glory of the cross above all the
attention being first directed to foreign service in,wisdom of the Greeks, and ot great length de-
the ministerial work, so that when the call atjmenstrated, that all the perlections of the God-
length came, he was prepared by divine grace to;hexd harmonised in this method of salvation. I
hear and to render a willing obedience. Mr. will not, however, take upon me to say, that either
Duff about this time had trials from a quarter; Dr. Daff’ or any other imster could furnish Sab-
which deeply affected him. I remember himonce bath after Sabbath a series of such discoursez. I
coming to me in great distress of mind about one believe after much refection on the sabject, that
of his pupils. 1Ie had bestowed much carcin the!splendid dicconrses must needs be occasional
tuition of this youth. Knowing that ev:d com- ones, and he, who would feed a congregation
manications corrupt good manners, he was very from week to week wnd from year to year with
carcful in looking after the young men, with,tie bread of life must study simplcity rather than
whom he associated, and would introduce to him!uplcndor, and bring forth from his treasures
only those who were characterised for their picty things new and cll.
and love of learning. During all this time the; At the conclusion of the service, a country
youth was remarkable for his grave and orderly , minister speaking of the great merits of the dis-
conduct. e made a good appearance in his|course, said ke hzd no idea that }r. Dufl posses-
classes, for he prepared his lessons with care, an.l’bcd such unrivalled powers for clcquence, and
altogether he was much esteemed as well for his that it was a pity tae church at home should be
own as Mr. Dafi"'s sake. By and bye he removed , deprived of’ his services. 4O sin® said an aged
to Edinburgh, and his tutor accompanied him thi-‘lad;:, while the tears flowed down her cheeks—
ther—and now he got introduced among a new % let him go to the heathen sir, let him go.  Itis
class of companions. They taught him that he was une like him they nced most.”  As it has been
the heir to a handsome fortunc, and all the gaiety 0y chicct in these bricf sket hes to speak of those
and pleasures of human life were within hisreach.  publ.c matters which were well known to Mr.
After this there was a total change in his behavi- Dufi”s friends, though not to the community gen-
our. e could no longer be curbed in his desires. lor:z]ly, so X pass over many circuinstances which
1lis studics were abandoned, and he ran wildly in jny esteem for his moral worth would have led me
the ways of folly and sia. Iow far he went I to speak of, but which do not arise out of his
have now no means of knowing, for it was short-; public character, and hasten to a closc.
ly after this that Mr. Duff went to India, but his; In going out to his destination 2 circumstanco
conduct was a sonrce of griet to his pious spirit. |oceurred which was calculated to dump the minds
1Ic was capable of teaching him the wholo round of the fricnds cf the mission in Scotland.  This
of the sciences, but when he spoke to me on thejwas the wreck of the ship the Lady Helland, in
subject he scemed to expross his utter helpless-, which Dr. Daff was proceeding to Caleutta.—
sess in teaching him wisdom and sclf-denial— ) They had reached the latitude of the Cape, and
making the same confession which a pious scholar,  were suling under @ moderate brecze. It wasa
with whom Mr. DaiF is not unworthy of being clear moonlight right, and no onc¢ dreamed that
associated, once made—that old Adam was too.danger was nigh, though the vessel was running
strong. for the young Mclancthon. jupon the dangeraus rect—when all of a sudden
It was shortly after the incident referred to,, the watch called out— Breakers a-head; weather
that Mr. Duff seccived his appointnent as head jthe helm.” The words weré no svoner spoken
master of the General Assembly’s Seminary in, than the steersman cbeyed.  But it was foo wate,
Calcutta. llc had not by this time received li-;'l‘hc vessel bounded on the sunk rocks, and ina
cense as a preacher; but such was the conﬁdenccibricf space the water rose seversl fect in her
which the.late Dr. Inglis had of his zeal, tzlents, hold. The passengers and crew were saved by
and picty;, that, he with the othor members of the ,taking to their boats, Am} our devoted Mission-
Assembly’s Committec, appointed him to that im- jary before leaving the ship engeged in prayer
portant station at this carly stage of his carger.— . with the passengers knceling wround him. Dy
And reost nohly has Mr. Duff been cnabled to the good hand of God they reached a desert is-
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land, and in the course of a day or two after-|sisting of six hundred native Ilindoo youth, the
wards, they were safely landed at Cape town.— Governor General of India has borne testimony
On thig occasion Dr. Dufl addressed an excellent to their proficiency in humun and divine learning, -
letter to Dr. Inglis, of Edinburgh, which was pub- and his brother Missionaries have applied to the
lished and much read at the time, and thus an,Church of Scotland’s Mission, the words of King
occurrence which caused to Dr. Daff the loss of | Lemuel—¢ Many daughters have done virtuously,
all his valuable manuscripts and books, turned out{but thou excellest them all.” Remembering these
rather to the furtherance of tlie great object he things I cannot but join in the prayer with which
had at heart, by directing the attention of ¢! ris- a pleading for a sister seminary in Canada has
tians at home more intensely to his lubours v lien called forth in a docunent published in the Octo-
he reached his destination. I shall not follow the ber number of this work, that “men of hke gifts
course of Dr. Dufl’ farther, as it becomes identi-jand piety with Dr. Duft and his coadjutors in
fied with the history of the Assembly’s India{lindostan, may be raised up to give themselves
Mission. Suffice it to say, that Dr. Duff was'to the advancement of Christ’s cause in this land,
successful in organizing a seminary for the rear- by stationing themnselves at the fountain heads of

ing up of native missionaries in 1indostan, and
that at the annual examination of the papils con-

]lcarning in it
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Caxapa—The Right Tlon. Charles P. Thom-;

som, Governor General, arrived at Quebec on the
18th Oct. together with Sir R. D. Jackson, Com-
mander of the Forces,  On the day fullowing the
Governor General issued a short proclunation,
announcing his atsumption of the Government,
and intimating that “it will be his desire no less
than his duty, to promote to the utmost of his
power, the welfare of ail classes of Ier Majesty's
subjects—to reconcile existing difterences—to ap-
Ply a remedy to proved grievances—to extend
and protect the trade and enlarge the resources of
the colonies entrusted to his charge ; above all,
to promote whatever can bind them to the mother
country by incrcased tics of interest and affec-
tion.” Te concludes by “calling on all those to
whom the prosperity of British North America is
dear, to unite with him in the work he has under-
taken, and laying aside all minor considerations to
afford him that assistance and co-operation which
alone can enable him to bring his task to a suc-
cessful issue.”  Mr. Thomson’s well known opi-
nions against the continuance of the heavy duties
levied in Great Britain on timber brought from
the North of Europe—which form the great pro-
tection and support of the Canadian timber trade,
have been strongly dwelt upon in certain quar-
ters, with the view apparently of exciting jea-
lousy and saspicion of his administration in this
country. The merchants of Quebec and Mon-
treal, however, scem to have given him arespeet-
ful and brotherly welcome—in the confidence that
his views on this point will be modified by a per-
sonal acquaintance with the interests of the colo-
ny. A few daysafter his arrival His Excellency
proceeded to Montreal, whither Sir Geo. Arthur
had gone to meet him—and it is understood that
he may be expected in Toronto before the end of
November. Sir John Coiborne, after recciving
numerous farewell addresses, and being invested
by Sir James McDonnell on the special appoint-

SUMMARY.

ment of Iler Majesty, with the insignia of Grand
Cross of' the Bath, embarked for Great Britain on
the 23rd Oct.—having spent about twelve years
in the colony. The good esttmation in which Sir
John has been all along held m this country n hus
public capacity, rests muainly on the frankness and
amiability of Ins depertnent and his moral integ-
rity;—lis personal conduct, moreover, being in
all respects not only irreproachable, but éxempla-
ry. Ihs wisdem and ability as 2 statesman and
governor will not be so universally adnitted.—
Sir Geo. Arthur, on his return from Montreal, is-
sued a proclunation convoking the Legislature
for the despatch of busitess, on the 8rd Dec.—
This step sces to puzzle those who desire and
advocate a dissolution of the present House and a
new election;—their expectations of an nimedi-
ate appeal to the people by the new Governor
General, being sanguine, and the opinion is still
entertained by many—on what grounds it is not
very easy to see—that the existing Housc of As-
sembly will not be allowed to meet, the proclam-
ation notwithstanding. Unless the Governor
General is prepared to submit some definite and
well digested measures, it is perhaps of no great
moment, whether we have the old or a new As-
sembly.—A public meeting which was held on
Yonge Street, on the 15th Oct., has given rise to
a protracted and angry discussion in the newspa-
pers.  The meeting was called by the advocates
of responsible governmient, who scem to have
constituted a majority of those attending it.  But
the opposite party having mustered in considera-
ble numnbers and with not a few tokens of preme-
ditated violence, commenced an assault on the
rcformers, and dispersed the meeting before the
contemplated proceedings were entered upon,—
onc man being killed and others severely injured.
In compliance with an address of the House of
Asscmbly at last session, the Lieut. Governor has
appointed a commission to 1nvestigate the busi-



POLITICAL SUMMARY. 881

ness, conduct and organization of the various pub-
lic oftices of the province, and to report what im-
provements might be made in the mode of cunduct-~
ing the public business. The House of Assembly
have 1ndicated the sort of persons that ought to
be employed in this very important and delicate
duty, by the terms fit and disinterested, but when
these terms arc taken and deliberately applied to
the majority of the persons selected for the duty
in question, the experiment in all cases in which
we have seen it tried, producesa very violent, and
apparently irresistable excitement of the risible
faculties.  This excitement, however, will soon
be allayed, in every well disposed person, by tak-
ing into view the great and manifest damage
which the administration suffers from such an act,
—especially in the present state of the public
mind. Asto the disinterestedness of the com-

missioners, it need only be stated, that most of

them are connected with the government in some

way or other, and asto the fitness of such of

them us may be thought disinterested, it is suffi-
cient to mention that two of them are Episcopa-
lian ministers. The appointment to such an oftice
of ministers of any denomination, seems altoge-
ther indefensible, under any circumstances—and
in the present case, it can hardly fail on the one
hand to strengthen the feelings of jealousy so
generally entertained in regard to that inordinate
ambition of the Episcopal church ; and, on the
other hand to foster and encourage that ambition.
—The Upper Canada Banks resumed specie pay-
ments on the 1st November.—The result of the
religious census of this province, so far as the
returns have been made, is as follows:—

Episcopalians..... secereecaccesese79,754

Presbytoilansecececencecsoccances.74,385

Methodistseseseecsscascaccccess 261,088

Roman Catholicse sses socooceccses 43,029

Baptists sessssceiccecsescccecnses-12,968

Twenty-three other denominations.«22,306

No Professioneseceesciccsescceces34,769
Making a total of 832.788, which is short of the
entire population by 67,558, or nearly one-sixth,
the total population being 400,346.—Since the
foregoing was written, the Governor General has
arrived in Toronto, and assumed the administra-
tion.

Nova Scoria—NEw Bruxswick—WFEsT In-
pies.—The Assembly of the first mentionedd pro-
vince having sent delegates to Great Bntain to
seck certain changes in the constitution and ad-
ministration of the colony, the objects and issue
of their mission are thus stated:—They com-
plained, 1st of the composition of the two Coun-
ciis. 2nd, of the Civil List and the terms of the
surrender of the Casual and Territorial Revenue.
$rd, they claimed the combining of the Customs
and Excise into one department, and the extend-
ing of the number of free ports; the latter of
which has becen granted, and « despatch sent tor
the Licut. Governor on the former. They also
claim the regulation of the post office, and a bill
on this subject is to be again submittted by the
Imperial Government to all the North American
Colonics. In the Land Granting Department al-
so, a Commissioner is to be placed in each coun-
ty; actual settlers are to be allowed to purchase

the lands on which they have settled and made
improvements at the value of wild lands, and the
upset price of lands generally may be reduced to 1s.
T'he enquiry instituted by the government of New
Brunswick into some recent troubles on the dis-
puted territory, in regard to an American post on
the Aroostook, hag terminated in the public censure,
by the Licutenant Governor, of an officer of the
colonial militia for impropricty and indiscretion of
conduct in the matter, and a proclamation prohbit-
ing the cutting of’ timber, by the colonists, within
that territory, which former proclaunations havenot
cutirely put astop to. The Brtish commissioncrs
are still engaged in the survey of the disputed tract.
In the West Indies, the disorders and difficulties
produced by the transiuon from slavery to freedom,
seein to be gradually abating.  Much good was
done in the island of Barbadoes, by the exertions of’
certain commissioners appointed by the governor,
Sir Ivan McGregor, for the purpose of lecturing
the dissatistied and refractorv portion of the
peasantry. “The deluded people,” it is said, *ag
if’ eager to catch at some opportunity of having
their conduct fairly held out to them, mustered in
large numbers at the appointed places, listened
cagerly and respectfully to the advice given them,
acknowledged their error, and promused implicit
obedience in future to the salutary admonitions
which were offered them.”  The consequence has
been, that the agricultural labourers, with a few
exceptions, behave themselves peaceably and order-
ly, aud it is confidently anticipated, that “as they
advance in moral and intellectual improvement,
l'Lhcy will be found more cheeifully and readily to
assent and conform to those habits of industry,
which they will then plainly see are as essential to
their own wnterest and wellare as to the prosperity
and welfare of their employers”” The following
statement of the amounts ol the staple produce of
the above nawed island, for 1883 and 1839, will
give a distinet view of the deficiency for the present
year, which is by no means iarger than might have
been expected, nor so large as the vague accounts
that have been in circulation have led the public to
anticipate:—
Hagsheads.
1838, Sugar produced,cece cecceacass eees 24,848
1839, do.

eteecssseccrencsee 20,726

Deficiency in 1339,.... 4,122

Tuncheons.
1838, Molnsses,eees soevessonasossssees 6,915
1839, do. cevevececnveriracrasees 4,418

Deficiency in 1839,40.. 2,497

Tackages.
1838, Colttonseveessonecasessnsas seee 314
1839 d0. veveesvacccrsocesocesases 193

Deficiency in 1839,.... 119
1338, Ginger,eececescsscrccscenaconses 3457
1939, d0. <eeneecessceceaesesaseees 1785

Deficiency in 1839,.... 1,672

GREAT Briray.~It is again very generally re-
ported that the marriage of the Queen with Prirce
Albert of Cobourg, will take place, and that at no
distant date. He is nephew to King Leopold and
the Dutchess of Kent who are said to be the prin-
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cipal promoters of the warringe. The recent visit|
of the Cobourg Family, and of King Leopold at the
British court is supposed to be connected wiih this
itnportant matter, indeed, it is asserted that all pre-
liminarics have been arranged on the occasion.

This anticipated alliance is exciting peculiar in-
terest, and really assumes a peculiar importance,
from the doubtful Protestantism of this Prince,
although his father is a Protestant professedly, his'
two brothers are strict Roman Catholics, und his}
own perversion to Romanis:n is sirongly suspec.ed. |
A respectable paper thus speaks of the matter:—
“Her Mzjesty once had a father who would not
have gone so tur as her surving purent has done m
these arrangements. But what are his royal
brothers doing, to leave an afiair f this importance
in the hands of a family which, by watrimonial
ulliances and juvenile conversions, is evidently
degenerating into Popery; and to a ministry which
is bound hand and foot to do the Lidding of the
infidel and Popish agitazors of the day.” Tue
circumstances of this anticiputed allinnce, viewed
in connexion with the tendencies of the present
cabinet, in religious and ecclesiastical watters. with
the recent promoticn of Mr. Shiel to a shaie in the
administration, and with the rcinarkable exertions
which the Church «f Rome is making to extend
herself in Great Britain, would seem to forebode a
direct conflict between Protestantisin and Popery,
which may fulfil tl:e prediction of Mr. Canning, of
a coming “war of opmion,” in a way somewhat
different from what he anticipated. With such
forebodings, one looks with more than usual con-
cern into the efliciency of the national Churches,
and while the English establishment, in her Erus-
tian entanglements, and the Romish propensities of
a large proportion of her clergy, presents to the
view much that will not stand i the day of trial,
it is pleasing to observe the growing zeal and
numbers of the truly Protestant part of” her miais-
ters and members.  In Scotland, we reicice to sec
the Church lengthening her cords and strengthening
her stakes, asserting and maintaining her spi.itual
independence, and resclutely engaged in removing
every abuse which has crept into her institutious.
The reformation of one of these abuses, the setile-
ment of’ ministers without regard to the wishes of
the people, has brought her into temporary collision
with the civil courts, which are endeavouring to
compel the ordination and induction of wministers on
the presentation of ihe patren as a civil right,
virtually denying the inherent right of the Church
to determine the conditions and qualifications on
which she will orduin and induct ministers. The
poiut at issue, between the ecclesiastical and civil
courts, is clearly and impartially brought out by Dr.
Chalmers in the following staiement :—

1

{

“We cannot do otherwise than we are doing. We
have no other choice, unless we can make up our minds
aud succumb to a worse Erustianiain than has ever been
charged on the Church of Luglud.  We have acquitted
ourselves of all that we owe to the civil authority on this
question, when we quit the civil rights of the office, the
emoluments which atach to the living of Auchterarder.
But you tell us, that unless youn futher lend a hand to the
concern in the way that the Courtof Session wants, they
will not be able o accomplish thieir object, which is to
sscure these emoluments for Mr. Young.  This we cannot

SUMMARY.

Ciat ullinnee widh the Church, in virtue of which we have
become a National Establishment it it was to create a
nmber of luerative offices for the civil benefit of patrons
and their dependents; if that was their object, all we can
say i3, it was never owrs. It was not for the upholding of
such a system that ever we consented to give in return
ecither our services or our servants, which, us being both
ecclesiastical, are both uader our ecclesiastical authority
and control. 11 such be the state of their law, that they
canot mnhe out their design in hanving an Establishment,
without a concurrence on our part, which we cannot give
but by a violation ot our law—then their remedy for this
i3 not to force owr concurrence, but to go and mend the
imperfections of their own law.  Let them obtain at the
hands of the Legislatwe if they can, an enactment. that
every (}amscmct', though vetoed by the %)cnplc, and
rejected, in consequence, by us, shall, nevertheless, have
a right to stipend, and then the two pariies will be quit of
cach other. Do not encroach upon our christian liberties
for the purpose of helping the defects of your own law,
but go and get thut law purged of its defects by the
Legislaure, and then, on this peiat at least, there will be
uo colfision between the civil and  the ecclesiasticul.
When we entered into connection with the  State, in
return for their maintenance of our clergy, we agreed to
give up our services, but not cur liberties. Weo never
consented to make over the liberties of a christian in
return for the temporalities of an Lstablished Church;
and il their understanding was dificrent, and they now
find themselves misiaken, the most, I will not say that
they can do, but the most that they onght to do, is to
withdvaw the temporalities.  Let them stop at this
point, and we simply cease to be an Established Chu.ch;
but if they will not stop heve—if they will do more than
this, then do we not only cease to be an Established, we
become a persecuted church,  And this rubicon, we fear,
i3 on the eve of being passed.  This war of intolerance is
wel-inigh begun,  With the aterdicts, and the orders, and
the enormous law charges, subjecting the ministers of the
Guospel to the loss of gouds, and the obloquy of public
rehukes, -and, finally, the threats of imprizonment, thero
is now the same call upon onr firmness as i’ the perseeu-
tion had actually commenced, and the Church of Scotlud
was now sufiering violence.”

There is, apparently, a fair prospect of this diffi-
calty being removed by an act of the Imperial
Legislature, and, in the nicantime, Her Majesty,
who has the right of presentation to nearly two-
thirds of the parishes in Scotland, and a consider-
able proportion of the other patrons have agreed to
conform to the law of the Church. The spirit of
einigration is in very aclive operation at present
throughout Great Britain, under the auspices of a
private company ; five vessels, carrying nearly a
thonsand souls, are now under sail for New
Zealand, This is reully a singular event in the
history of colonisation. The company have no
royal charter, nor act of parliament, and yet they
have sold, m five wecks, 100,000 acres of land,
which has never been surveyed, near the Antipodes,
at £1 per acre; a tenth part, intermingled with the
lots purchased, being rceerved for the natives. A
plan for colunising the Fulkland Islands, which are
equi-distant from Great Britain and Australia, is
suid to have been approved by the government. A
voyage of discovery to the Antartic regions has
been undertaken by Captain James Ross, and a
steam vessel hae sailed for India, by the Cape of
Good Hope, ¢« The Royal Mail Steam Packet
Company™ Las been established, under the auspices
of the British government, with the view of forward-
ing the mails from Great Brtain on the 24 and

Lielp.  if that was the olject of the State, in entering on

16th of every month, to the principal stations inthe
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Waest Indics, on the coast of Mexico, and of South gpecting border troubles.  The Florida Indians
America. Little or no abatemeat scems to have are stil ceeu; ying the atiention of the Awerican
taken place in the difficuities under which the Government and Army, wud in the west sume
money market has been for some time lubowing m se.ious distarbances have oceured respecting the
Great Britain, and the large importation of grein boundary of Towa. Mobile lus -been wlmwost de-
from the contineat, which the deficiency of the stroyeld by fire,and throughout the southern States
crops will render necessary, is likely to continue and  di: ease has prevailed with more than usual malig-
extend these difficulties. N . naney, during the past summer and avtwnn,  The
Eurorean Stares.—Serious disturbances have, (v lowing rowarks from an Amicric wa paper contuin,
occurred in various parts of France andin Lel- it is tu be feared tue much tiud :—
glum, 1n consequence apparently, Ot,‘ the high PrICC,  wJpis u little remarkable, amd worthy of notice, that
of bread, occasioned by the extensive exportation by some singular goud tortune, the British cruisers sue-
of grain, In Puris attempts against the life of ceed quite froquently in captuving shuers, while our
Louis Phillippe are still apprehended, and cvery | nativnal sessels can never come ucross one. The fact,
precaution used to prevent them. It is suic that howeser, is of no great importance, o if aa Amcr‘igu.l
he is planning & marriage between one of his sons, critiso li‘"(‘;‘};}p"\l\"ﬁ';ﬁ ll‘;(tl"t Into wise ol ot pots, ot
~ 2 - Y 9 ¥ Nl SHes, . EINAT 99 0 ¢ Mg V) Yxity
and the young Quecn of Spa -n—at nll‘ c»c{lts‘hc, Purzard, lately l:mn’:ll} two into INew Ym":{’. They
seems more in earnest than .formsrly n .brmgmg‘ were American veasels, mannad, we bedicve, by Ameri-
about a settlement of the affiirs of ﬂ:m’ distracted, e had American papers, and were fited oul at
country. Don Carlos having beca “esert?d both, Jfavann, ver we lemn they are to sail in a few days for
by his generals and troops, has takegn refuge 1n Jmaicn, the government of the United States, Luving
France, where a strict surveillance is exercised, declined or neglected to assume or exercise any jurisdic-.
over him and all his motions by the Government; tivn over them. Nothing prolably will Le doue by our
and for the present the civil "war in Spain lxu:;"‘","h"“““f with the Cathria, brought in st Sunday.
ceased. But without prompt, wise and decided, If the British goverument wishes to suppress the shwe

o cade, ot itz cruisers be ordere ake every shwer jute
interposition on the part of Great Britain and;} e, letits cruisers be ordered 1o take every slwver into

France, therc is every rcason to apprchend the.
renewal of intestine warfare. The weakness of
the supreme government—the unprincipled char-
acter of the party leaders—and the pertinacity
with which the several provinces, or rather an-
cient kingdoms, of which Spain is mace up,
cling to their original independent rights and pri-
vileges, will render the adjustment of their af-
fairs a matter of extreme ditficulty.—The oppres-
sions of the Russian rule in Poland are sull
described as unmitigated.~-The appointment by
the government of the rationalist or infidel Pro-
fessor Strauss to the chair of divinity at Zurich,
roused the people to insurrection, and the remo-
val of the obnoxivus rulers was the result.—It is
repoited that old King William of Holiand is
about to marry a Roman Catholic lady, who was
previously in attendance on his late queen. To
this marriage his Protestant subjects seem to be
strongly opposcd.

Tur East.—Little apparent progress has yct

been made 1 the settlement of Turkish affuirs.|.

France is suspected of being less hearty than here-
tofore in maintaining the integrity of that Empire,

and Mchemet Ali sesms to have a powerful partyy

at Constantinople, who thinks that he alone can
save tne Ottoman power from exrinction. It
would appear that the situation if the Anglo Indian,
army, is becoming somewhat critical, through the

Sierra Leone, and there hang the crew instead of send-
ing them to this country. Our government most
assuredly will not interfere with the private speentnions
of its Consul at Havana, so long as he continues to
furnish arguments in favor of the sub-Treasury.”

The state of internal improvements in Illinois
is thus described by the same paper—¢They have
commenced one thousund four hundred miles of
railroad, and undertaken to construct cunals, that
-will cost many millions of dollars, and completed
nothing, and now find the credit of the Stzate too
poor to borrow money.”

Mexico axp Soutn America.—The intelli-
genee fron the capital of Mexico is contradictory,
but on the whole 1ather unfavorable as regrards the
prospect of tranquility and prosperity. True, the
federal party seems to have Leen entirely broken
up, the finishing blow having been given by the
deteat of” General Lemus, in the neighborhood of
Monterry. Lemus himself had fled in the dirce-
tion of Texas,

But letters from the capi.al represent the 1epub-
lic_as aknost in the last stage of decline and
suffering.  For example, thic, dated August 17,

“This country is ruined ; the isfluence of the
clergy is once more in the ascendant; popular
superstition goes so far as to aseribe to that body
the performasice of miracles.  T'he administration
of Justice becomes every day more corrupt and

hostility of various native Princes, and the death of ‘ vicious. While this state of things lasts, foreign

our Ally Ranjut Singh, whose quota of troops
withdrew immediately after that event. Persia
has also renewed her attack on Herat. The China
trade is said to be at an end for the present, the

British agent has withdrawn, and the merchants to get rid of thew.

have appealed to the British Government for pro-
tection and support.

Unitep StaTes.—Another of the Navy Island
worthies, General Van Rensellaer, has been con-

cominerce must continue paralyzed, if' not anni-
hilated. There ure umong us some sensible
persons, who feel the evils which oppress their
country, but lack the courage and union necessary
‘I'Ley tolerate with apathy
the present imbecile administration, which, it is
true, does no harm, if to maintain the country in
its present retrograde position be not considered a
crime.”

victed of a breach of the neutrality laws of the
United States, and committed to jail for six!
months, we can find nothing but this to record re-,

Another account says that the ndministration of
Bustamcnte was daily increasing in popularity,—
It adds the following :
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A docttment was publighed in Mexico toward
the end of August, which producedsome ‘sensation
there—and which appears to be a death blow to
the reputation of Santa Anna as a warrior. An
officer of the Mexican army, who was present at
the skirmish at Vera Croz on the 5th December,
has declared in the Cosmopolita, that in the affair
just mentioned Santa Anna behaved like a coward,
and he sustains his assertion by a nnmber of facts
of which e was an eyewitness, and which were
also seen by part of the detachment that was then
and there engaged.”

The politics of ‘Central and South America, are
complete chaos, The states flounder from one
form of government to another, just as the ambi-
tion of some popular leader or the caprice of a
particular state may dictate. Revolution and

REGISTER.

organic changes are the standiug orders for
each month. Central America for 2 long time
has been distracted with these incessant fluctua-
tions. By a rccent arrivai from that country,
we learn that a fresh ¢complete political regen-
eration” is in progress. The acme of political
perfection according to the Central Americans,
is the doctrine of state rights and nullification.
The whole of the states in the most explicit man-
ner, have recognised the principle that each is free
and'independent of the other. This principle has
also been recognised in all the treaties that have
hitherto taken place—consequently this unani-
mous consent has done away with . the constitu-
tion of 1824, which had for its basis a unily of
sovereignty in all Central America.

** We have inserted this article in the form our esteemed friend has sent it.  We may observe, however, that
we hold it to be without the range of our’dnty; as- Religious Journalists, to enter the field of party politics ; and
would wish that this avticle were confined, in future, to a simple narrative of political events, reserving to ourselves
the duty of interfering with politics only when they directly aftect our ccelesiustical and civil privileges.

REGISTER—ANCASTER, 1839,

Thermometer. || Barometer. Wind.
DATE WEATHER.
0 A, M09 P M.[[9 A. M.[9 P, B AL | P
Nov, 1} 42 42 [[29.08 {29.10 ||W NW || Fair, partly cloudy,
ol 44 40 .10 L0 INW W Faiv and clear,
3| 44 42 .12 0N E INE Cloudy.
4 45 45 .10] (0 INE |NE [ Partlycloudy.
5] 45 45 [28.78 128.60 N ¥ |N E || Rainy. . .
6] 43 40 521 .55 |INW INW Cloudy, some saow in the night.
71 36 | 37 || 66| 77w w Mostly cloudy.
8| 37 36 .90 129.00 [|W W Ditto,
9| 32 | 35 [l29.05| .19 INW INW [l Ditto.
100 37 38 .26 | .29 IN E |[NE || Fair and clear.
11} 38 42 .30 L0INE NE Dll:lo. .
121 41 47 .10 L7 INE INE Fair, partly cloudy.
13 47 49 [128.9¢ .00 |IS S Diuo, slight haze._ )
14} 48 52 90§ .65 {IE B Misty, rainy, evening windy.
15] 48 40 .86 129.08 |[W S Cloudy, a. m., clear, p. m.
16| 39 40 ||29.20 30[iISW |SW Fair and c.lcar. .
17} 43 42 .18 (26.99 ||SW |S W [l Cloudy, windy, some rain, a. m. . .
18] 40 41 {28.97 | .72 ||SW |SW Fair and clear, evening squally, some snow inthe'night.
19] 36 32 735 .90 {\WV w Partly cloudy, some slight hail showers. .
20{ 27 21 .99 [29.10 {|WV NW || Dito.
21 20 28 1129.30 LS58HIINE N E Dl!to.
29l 24 31 .72 .65 ||E L Fuir and clear.
| 30 | 38 || 51| ‘o2 [SW (W [ Mostly cloudy. o
24] 43 37 .00 [28.9G6 [[SW [SW Misty, drizzling rain, a little snow in the night,
25| o4 9 [128.90 [29.10 {|W w Partly cloudy, windy.
26| 12 a3 |[2g.25 | ,o7 [[SW IS W || Fair and clear.
271 3L 38 07| .07 1S S Ditto.
28| 38 40 .20} .20 ||S S W || Partly cloudy.
29| 38 40 .20 90 ISW {SW | Misty. . .
30| 40 40 o1 o2 W o W Cloudy, evening misty.
Means.[37.67 137.7 ||29.074(29.072

Mean temperaturo of the month, 37. 38.°.

> 9 N — r 4, Ist Bavometer column, for 20. 10, vead 29
ERRATA IN LAST Nuxs}?n. Octzbo » Is n 0 ) s .

td

Highest 52 ©, Lowest7 °.,

10,
¢ for 20. 16, read 29. 16.



