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THE PUTY OF CONFESSING CHRIST BEFORE MEX.

The public prefession of religion we regard as the duty of all who love the Re.
deemer. In anage of profession, it may appear unnecessary to discuss the subject.
We admit, and mourn over a tendency to assume tuo readily the mantle of pro-
fession. We dread the extension of any fashion that fills up the raunks of the
sacramental host, without regard to the garments of salvation ; we denounce any
practice that would break down or take away the fence enclosing the Lord’s
flock. While, then we view a mere profession as a positive curse— rendering
the salvation of the soul more hopeless,—siuce it soothes as an opiate and be-
guiles with a lie—yet are we convinced that when true religion is felt in the
heart, it is right to stand up on the Lord's side. In penning this article we seck
Divine wisdom, to guide usin the remarks we make, that the consciences of secret
disciples may be quickened; and the hearts of any holding back from going forth
vithout the camp to bear the reproach of Jesus, may be effectually touched.
He that doeth truth cometh to the light, and hence we have faith in the power of
God’s authority, to guide into the path of privilege and duty. To the Bible then
let us go. The ““thus saith the Lord” isto those who have tasted that Ile is
gracious, the word of a Father: it is never disputed and it is ardently loved.
We ask then any who may have kept aloof frum publicly joining the people of
God, solemnly to settle the meaning of a few passages.  ““ For with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness ; and with the mouth confession is made unto sal-
yation.” “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou
art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.”
“Women professing Godliness.”  “ Let us hold fast our profession.”” ¢ Let every
one that nameth the name of Christ depart frum iniquity.” ‘ Repentance to the
acknowledging of the truth.” ¢ Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I have
commanded you.”” ¢ Oneshall say, I am the Jord’s; and another shall call him.
self by the name of Jacol: ; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the
Lord, and surname himself by the name of Isracl.” ¢ Whosoever shall confess
me before men, him shall the Son of Man also cunfess before the angels of God.”

The continuation of a church on earth demands the public profession of religion,
God has a people in the earth: the directions in the New Testament as to their
assembling themselves together—their communivn with each other while walking
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in love—their mutual wateh—caro and discipline, are without meaning, if they
are not to be viewed as constituting a people, set apart for conserving and pro-
pagating the trath. This body must be recruited. Death’s inroads must be re-
peired. As the standard bearers fall, new and vigorous men must fill the gap,
and valiantly display & banner for the truth. Ground already won must be held,
and new accessions must be made to the Kingdom of Christ. IIence from sire to
son in the spiritual world, is this sacred work boqueathed. In warfare it is not
the chance achievements of camp followers that are to be depended on, but the
vigilance, discipline and courage of the regular army. The churches of the
living God are established to hold forth the word of life. 'To be of them, there
must be profession. The language of Ruth to Naomi is appropriated, * Whither
thou goest, I will go, and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be
my people, and thy God my God.”

This profession for which we plead is publicly honouring Christ. . This view
will touch the hearts of those we wish to influence. The  Lord, Lord I’ of any who
know Him not, is hypocritical and valueless. The utterance of the loyal hearted
however, evinces the might of the Saviour arm—that he is strong to save—they
have felt it, and it is owned. It is the gushing forth of the pent-up feelings of
the soul, in hosanna to the King of Isracl. In asense the tongue of the dumb is
unloosed. The faith that would but touch the hem of his garment secretly, is
brought to confess before men what great things the Lord hath wrought. There
is no longer delay to pull down the colour. >f the enemy ; and if before the ocean
of life was navigated at best under a neutral flag, now there isrun vp the ensign of
Christ and his eross. The Master saith, do this, and the servant doeth it. A son
honoureth his father, and a servant his master, Do this in remembrance of me,
saith Christ, in instituting the ordinance of the Lord’s supper; his people obey
and shew forth the Lord’s death till he come. They publicly avow and testify
the preciousness of that blood which cleanseth from all sin. By their profession
they appear before the world as Jesus Christ’s men.

Nor can we omit, in considering this subject, the usefulness of self-crucifying
acknowledgment of Jesus. The confession of Christ before witnesses is likely to
awaken thought—to arrest the careless—to draw the hearts of others. Is it not
saying, come near, I will tell what the Lord hath done for my soul? The pro-
fession of Joshua was, as for me and my house, wo will serve the Lord : the an-
swer of the people was, we will also serve the Lord, for he is our God: that an-
swer was influenced by the example of their successful leader. The testimony
of attachment to Christ points him out as the Lamb of God. Is not this the
Christ ? is a question pushed home to many hearts, that they may respond ; he is
all our salvation and all our desire. This usefulness too is affected by the enjoy-
ment of religion. Christ brings into his banqueting house and his banner over
them is love. Refreshed as with new wine they are strong te labour, and round
them are thrown for their safety, encircling arms of love. They have taken their
ground. Does infidelity toil to steal the hope of glory from the breast? does the
worldling wait to see the allurementsand enticements of sense, blight and wither
the fruits of righteousness? Are appliances brought to bear on the mind, in hope
of effecting a change? Cobsitency demands stedfastness: faithfulness requires
obedience. To every temptation to sell Christ, and retire from his service itmay
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bo said ; from hienceforth let no man trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks
of the Lord Jesus.

We shall now look at some of the difficulties, which have proved hinderrnces to
the public profession of religion. This duty has been doubtless delayed because
of difficusties in some form. The recognition of obligation, we trust has been
felt from what has been alrendy said, leading to a readiness to follow Christ
through good and through bad report ; so that with those who have been in doubt
a8 to the will of Christ, but are now free from that entanglement, we need not
occupy further remark. Some also who are convinced of their duty, postpone for
a convenient season. They mean to change their place of aljae,—they are but
temporarily settled—the minister is leaving—these aod kindred apclogies assume
that the future is sure; but boast not thyself of to-morrow, for thou knowest not
what a day may bring forth. It has heen testified, that deferred profession in
the experience of some has beclouded their sky ona dying day, and been the source
of bitter regret. Weshall therefore meet alleged and actual difficulties, that they
may be taken out of the way.

The existence of false professions is a great stumbling block. It is to be re-
gretted that many wear a garment to deceive. Though the garment is rough, it
is worn, if it serves their purpose. Nomival Christianity has done much damage.
Jesus has been wounded in the house of his friends. A flaming zeal may swear
by truth, but a traitor's heart may hate that truth. Ilence those who from their
soul (etest all double dealing, turn away sometimes from that which is good in
itself, hut has nevertheless been linked with bypocrisy. Is it then a reason to
quit the field in the Dbattle for truth, or to fail to enter publicly on that conflict,
that you meet the coward in flight, or detect the dastard who turns his secret-steel
into the hosom of his comrade? It has come also, to be no uncommon remark
of the men of the world, that there is no difference between the professor and
themselves. Is this malignity or is it truth ?  If malignity, let it be put to shame ,
if truth, is it & time for those whose hearts the Lord has touched, to keep back
from shining as lights in the world. Pity for souls requires them to show what
true religion can do in the life: love to their Master, calls them to wipe off the
stain from his sacred cause.

A sinful subjection to public opinion, may reterd an open avowal of disciple-
ship. 'The fear of man bringeth a snare. Soci.ly is constituted so that we are
influenced by each other. Itisa law of our social nature, to regard the views
and sentiments of our fellow men towards ourselves. There is danger to our
religious life, if that reverence to the opinions of the circle in which we move is
excessive. We read of some who believed on Jesus, but did not confess him,
lest they should be put out of the synagogue: for they loved the praise of men,
more than the praise of God. Worldly or ecclesiastical connections may be of a
nature to demand a strong faith, to break their bands and cast their cords away.
The laugh of the world—the averted faces of former friends—the active opposi-
tion of those dear and near to us—these are dreaded should there be & coming
out on the side of Jesus: but consequences must be rigked in the service of the
Saviour. To Lim we ought to cling, not merely when the multitude spread their
garments in the way, and shout their welcome tc the Son of David; but when
the cry is away with Him, away with Him. The follower of Christ does not
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trend on a smooth highway of golden opinions, but with bleedin, foot climbs the
thorny path that leads to heaven. The determination of a mind made up to follow
Christ, and abide by hin at all hazards, is expressed in the hymn :—
“Jesns, I my cross have taken,
All to leave and follow thee;
Naked, poor, despised, forsaken,
Thou from hence my all shall be.”

Mnny are kept back from « sense of unworthiness, They fear lest they should
dishonour the Masteor, and prove a stumbling block fo sinners. IFar be it from
vs, to utter a word tending to check the growth of the believer in truo humility.
It strikes us, however, that this pica of unworthiness, springs from a defective
relinnce on all sufficient and sustaining grace. The buasis of our acceptance can
never be merit. The worth of Christ alone avails. In a true profession of Christ,
the eye is turned away from self to the Saviour—the ear is closed to every whis.
per of good deeds and holy resolutions—the tongue utters no boastful words—the
heart feels that worthy is the Lawb that was slain. This being felt, self is ut-
terly renounced. To delay till we are worthy is to tarry for an impossibility.—
It is, in fact, to be beguiled by a thought that strikes at the root of the gospel.—
Our sufficiency is of God. IIis promise is, my grace is sufficient for thee: for
my strength is made perfect in weakness. The true spirit is to go where duty
calls, to follow where the Captain leads. Therefore do we with all affection urge
the young, and others who have found the Saviour, to come out from a godless
world—to be separated to the Lord—to celebrate their marriage to the Redecmer
in holy solemnities—to listen to the saying of Moses to Ilobab—3Ve are jour-
neying to the place of which the Lord said, I will give it you: come thou with
us, and we will do thee good : for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel,

LET EVERY MAN TAKE HEED HOW HE BUILDETIL

To build the walls of God’s spiritual Temple is a solemn and responsible work !
The Divine Architect formed the design and sclected the foundation before He
spread the heavens. Ile made choice of a stone, so precious, that in comparison
with it, all the treasures of earth and heaven are as nothing! The erection, when
complete will be the admiration of the universe, as the master-piece of infinite
skill, and the grandest display of the Godhead’s unlimited resources. Yet in the
erection of this glorious edifice God has designed to employ human instrumental-
ities, in themselves, utterly unworthy of such honour, and inadequate to such
service ;—many of the chosen agencies, moreover, possess the humblest uatural
gifts.

It is no indication of reverence for the Divine Master, to withhold the required
gervices, on the plea of inferior talents. But a due regard for the spiritual gran-
deur of the undertaking, and the honour conferred upon the human hands employ-
ed in this work, would surely cause the workmen to take heed Zow they build!

We are not left to build according to our own taste, either in the mode of op-
eration, or in selecting and shaping the material. A plan, with all the requisite
specifications, and directions in the art of building, is placed before us: and if we
lack wisdom to make full use of these instructions we have but to ask, and it shall



LET EVERY MAN TAKE IIEED DOW IE BUILDETH. 229

bo given us; 8s it was to Bezaleel and his fellow Iabourers in preparing the an-
oient Tabernacle. The wisdom of this world is hore entirely at fanlt. The world-
ly-wise man makes a sorry hand at the work of winning souls to Christ. Ile
that would be successful in this sacred work.  must become o foul” in the world’s
opiuion, “that he may be wise.” Ile must be guided by the wisdom that cometh
from above,

It is apparent to every enlightened observer of the Church, and her builders,
in these days, that through carnal policy, and worldly expediency, much “ woud,
hay, and stubble” have been deliberately inworked in the superstructure of “ God’s
building.”  'The builder who has o conscientivus regard tor the Divine specifien-
tions, and instructions, will of course work ata great disadvantage, to present out-
ward appearance ; and in prosecuting the undertaking to which he is called, his
love of praise, and of ease, will undergo a severe discipline. But he knows who
has said, ‘“Woe unto you, when all men speak well of you!” What signify the
praisesof men! ¢ Every man’s work shall be made manifest, for the day shall de-
clare it, because it shall be revealed iy fire, and the fire shall try every man’s work
of what sort it is.”” Every false appearance shall be esposed, every superficial
piece of work,—every defective stone, or timber,—every spot daubed with untem-
pered mortar shall bedetected : cven such errors as were the result of inadvertency,
when seriously affecting the work, will entail on the labourer *loss,” such as
will infinitely outweigh the present gratification, and honour of a fair show in
the flesh.

In gathering congregations in the name of Christ, we cannot too rigidly adhere
to the Apostle’s noble resolve ;—* I determined not to know anything among you,
save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” Itis comparatively an easy matter to at-
tract @ crowd ; and the man who skilfully pursues this as bis primary aim, even
though his gifts be of an inferior order, may bave bis reward! The Rev. Bald-
win Brown, of London, England, in a recent discourse on the ‘ Popular Pulpit”
says—“We live in times which dewmand the most serious, the most Christian
thought, and action, if the holy name of IIim who abides in the Church is not to
be profaned by association with the worst forms of worldiness, and moral vulga-
rity. The earnest desire to gather great multitudes to hear the gospel, which has
been growing for many years to its present height, has got itself associated with
a system, in which all the worst elements of vain glory, and puffery, are pressed
into the service of the Kingdom of God. I speak of a system: the thing is no
longer represented by one, or two men, it has grown into a system, and develops
with strange rapidity. In truth, these things grow like fungus:—the seeds of
‘hem are everywhere in our unwholesome world, and they need but certain at-
mospheric conditions, which our age is supplying, to grow even in a night, to
monstrous height. There is a deliberate manufacture of public excitement, by
newspaper paragraphs, by striking advertisements, and outrageous placards,
which is precisely modelled upon the method which Mr. Barnum has associated
with his name, all over the world. I have watched the system at work, with sor-
row, and shame, and I do greatly dread this tendency to accept the verdict of &
great crowd, as decisive of the truth, or the spiritual power of a preaching :—this
instrusion into the most sacred region, of those principles which are already work-
ing such deadly evils in secular life, whereby the goodness of a man’s ware is ac-
cepted according to the length and strength of his advertisements: and a man’s
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power to guide, or rule, are measured by the cheers he may draw from public
mectings, by the shallow clap-trap of the hour.—Give us crowds : give us placards .
give us a good sale of tickets: give us notoriety, and a buzz of interest ; and be as
worldly in the way of getting them, as you will.” Let such builders count the
probable cost of these laurels of worldly fame. If their reward should be popy-
larity even to their heart’s content, what will this prize be worth in the day when
God ehall try every man’s work!

In forming and building up local churches, ‘‘ upon the foundation of the Apos-
tles, and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself, being the chief corner stone,” we cannot
lake too grea! heed how we build. We are doing a great work—the greatest work
that mortal hands ever engaged in, if efficiently advancing the walls of the
Spiritual Temple. Especially should we take heed that the doctrines we teach
and the materials we introduce are according to the pattern, and instructions
given us by the Divine Architect.

Let not the private members of the churches suppose that such caution is requi-
site only on the part of Ministers. Every member of the church has a share of
responsibility, in common with the pastor, for the church’s purity of doctrine and
fellowship, faithfulness of discipline, and integrity to apostolic spirituality, Itis
only while the whole church cherishes a sense of individual and collective respon-
sibility to Christ, for the witness horne, znd the influence exerted, by its minis-
try—its ordinances—its discipline—and the personal example of its members,
that any fellowship of saints can long retain its candlestick, with Divine honour,
and acceptance. Every disciple can render active assistance, in the conservation,
and extension of the kingdom of Christ. There is no place in the Church for
silent partners :—drones, however they may beregarded by their fellow men, are
not the disciples of * IIim who ever went about doing good.” The * wise man’’
sends the sluggard to the ant for instruction: and surely some of the “ children of
light” might study with advantage the scene described by the Lord—¢‘ The child-
ren gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead the dough,
to make cakes to the Queen of heaven.”” If a heathen religion can thus enlist
every hand, and heart, what intense activity, and zealous devotion shoula churac-
terize the redeemed and sanctified church of Christ!

Let Zion’s sons and daughters one and all take more pleasure in her stones, and
devote their utmost resources, time, intellect, heart, and influence, to the rearing
of her spiritnal walls ; but withal, ““let every man take heed %ow he buildeth ;”—
and Zion’s set time of favour shall have fully come. The Lord will take pleasare
in the work of his people and “ glorify the house of his glory.”

Treans-Atlantic Wetvospect,

Excraxp—The special Sunday evening services are ““signs of the times:” St.
Paul’s, Westminster Abbey, and Exeter Hall, occupied by zealous dignitaries
and distinguished ministers of the Church of England! The torpor of former
generations has surely passedaway. A great change has also come on the spirit
and tendencies of the age when these services continued to excite attention and
are eagerly engaged in by thousands. The dissenting bodies (as they are called)
are also displaying the same zeal for the benefit of the working classes, and have
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inaugurated the new year by commencing spocial services in St. James’ Ilall: the
Rev. Mr. Punshon, o popular and talented minister of the Wesleyan connexion
delivered the first sermon ; to be followed by the Rev. Newman Ilall, of Surrey
chapel ; the Rev. John Graham, of Craven chapel ; the Rev. Wm. Brock, of Blooms-
bury chapel ; the Rev. Henry Allon, of Islington; the Rev. Wm, Chalmers, of
St. Marylebone ; the Rev. J.” Baldwin Brown, of Kennington; the Rev. John
Stoughton, of Kensington; the Rev. Dr. Archer, of Oxendon street; the Rev.
?‘rancia Tucker ; and the Rev. F. A. West, late President of the Wesleyan Con-
erence. .

The Bishop of London, at a meeting held in the wide-spread parish of Isling-
ton, with a view to Church extension, observed that he most fully concurred in
the recommendations of the Committee with regard to the advisability of construct-
ing temporary churches until more permanent foundations could be made, becarse
he had always held that the living church was that which should he first gathered
together, and not the material fabric of stone and mortar. If men could be as-
sembled to worship God in a temporary building there could be no doubt but
that the zeal of the congregation would not rest satisfied until a permanent temple
had beea raised.

The year has opened in Europe with the dark thunder cloud of war looming on
the political horizon. Northren Italy is especially excited: the falling of a
spark may kindle the train which once fired shall spread havoc and death on a
large scale.  The attitude of France and Austria respectively to each other is not
calculated to dispel the expectation of *“war in spring” n sunny Italy. The
state of the world demands the efforts of Christians to spread the peace giving
word ; and calls for strong faith in uttering the prayer, Thy kingdom come—~Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

The Colonial Migsionary Society has appealed to the churches in Britain, for
special contributions to establish a mission to British Columbia. The Secretary
—the Rev, Thomas James,—in a letter to the Kditor of the British Standwrd,
says— It ig well known that the Imperial Government has resumed the territory
heretofore occupied by the Hudson’s Bay Company, and erected it into a new
colony, under the name of British Columbia. The discovery of gold in that region
will, no doubt, attract myriads of our countrymen. Indeed, we are credibly
informed that there are already 50,000 English-speaking people to be found there ?
As far as we know, theseare destitute of the means of spiritual instruction. Must
they continue so? Will not every one, according to his ability, help to send them
the faithful preacher of the Gospel? Believing this, our Committee have resolved
to send, with the least possible delay, two or three well-qualified ministers, to
enter on this truly promising field of missionary enterprise. But they cannot do
this unless they obtain, by special contributions, & sum which will enable them
to enter on the work free from anxiety. From the nature of the case, a copnsid-
erable time must elapse before anj local pecuniary help cza be realized. The
Committee, therefcro, feel they should possess from £1,500. to £2,000. in order to
carry on the mission with the energy necessary to justify the hope of success. Is
this too large a sum to expect from the British churches for such an object?

This movement of our brethron in England will deeply interest the churches in
Canada. OQur future is closely linked to the ¢ Far West.”

Tue Roxan Caruouics axp Loxvox Uxiversity.—The Roman Catholic Col-
leges have forwarded to the University of London an objection of the following
kind against examinations in Mental Philosophy :—

That their grounds of objection to this regulation are, that it tends to exclr e
the Catholic body altogether from the B.A. degreo at the London University, be-
canse mental philosophy, as studied by Catholics, is not a mere ** inquisitio veri,”
or o history otP opinion, but o * demonstratio veri,” presupposing the dogmas of
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faith. That hence the conclusions of Catholics in philosophy are ruled by the
articles of tne Catholic faith so far as render any theory inadmissible which in
any way contravenes thoso articles.

The objection is accompanied by o hint thatif the University should persist, the
Roman Culleges must defiliate themselves, if that be the word. We trust that
tho University will not chango the course intended. It is altogether out of reason
that any religious sect should declare a secular subject to be ruled by the dogmas
of their faith, and should thersupon propose its exclusion from academice] educa-
tion. As well might they revive the ol«rdecision agninat the motion of the earth,
and demand that astronomy should ho eliminated. Perhaps an exemption might
bo managed for Roman Catholic students as to this particular subject; and ecr-
tainly this is al) that ought to be propused. This compromise is 8o obvious, that
it may almost be suspected the Ruman Colleges stand out for exclusion of the
subject, a. J will not accept a specinl exemption ; they surely would have pro-
posed the middle term, if it would have satisfied them. If we are wrongin this
supposition we should recommend them to communicato again with the Univer-
sity.—Athenceum.—Oun this subject the Senate of the University has finally repor-
ted—* After carefully considering the reasons urged by the Catholic gentlemen
both in writing and by word of mouth, the committee 306 no ground fer altering
the arrangement of subjects, as it now stands in the revised scheme for B.A. ex-
aminations. No objection derived from grave considerations of principle appears
to them fairly merited by the extent and character of the change now proposed ;
while the objections of detail, arising from tho established order of teaching in
the Catholic Colleges, admit of being removed by accomwmodating regulations on
the part of the colleges themselves.’

Tue Traxs Vasn Boers axp THE Loxpox Misstonary Sociery.—Fears are en-
tertnined of an attack on the station of the venerable missionary Moffat. The
Cape Town Monitor of the 20th November, remarks :—

“With respect to the Trans Vaal Republic under Mr. Pretorius, matters do not
bear quite so settled & character.  On the opening of the local raad, or cvuncil,
the president, in addressing the members, indulged in ominous threats against
the missionaries connected with the London Missionary Society, stationed in that
country, Mr. Pretorius declared it was his ¢ decided opinion, that they (the mis-
sionaries) have dune, and continue to dv, 8o much harm and su little good among
tiie natives, that it has become absolutely necessary to decide whether or not
their continued labours, and even their presenee to the north of the Vaal River,
shall be longer tolerated.” As we remarked, when the news first arrived, * This
is strong language. Kuruman is & pleasant vale, and the Trans Vaal Boers have
at last cast & longing covetous eye in the direction of it. They had better take
warning in time. ‘Chere was & gcod deal of indignation expressed against the at-
tacks of the Free State burghers un the French missions of Basutoland—though
these attacks were made during the progress of a fierce and relentless war. A
deliberate plot, such as Pretorius is believed to be hatching against the mission-
aries of Kuruman, will be looked upon in a different and far more serious light.
These missiovaries are British citizens. So far from waging war against the
Trans Vaal Republic, they have exerted their best endeavours nobly to maintain
peace and extend civilization. And if they aro attacked, as it is by no means
unlikely they will be, Pretorius and his gang will discover thut they must en-
counter something more than the indignation of public opinion. They will feel
the resentment and the retributive vengeance of British power. They had better
weigh their proceedings carefully before they embark on the mad policy they are
now contemplating.’

“Within the last few days further intelligence has been received of by no
means favourable augury. The late war between the Trans Vaal and the old
Bechuana chief Mahura was ended by & treaty, which bound that unfortnnate

otentate to pay up to the Republican Gouvernment 8,000 head of Cattle, 500.

orses, 500 muskets, and £1,000. in cash to defray the expenses of the campaign.
The terms are monstrously severe; and the pressure of the moment having passed,
Mahura seems now to have no intention of adhering to them. At any rate, he
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doclines or refuses to surrender a single ox until the Trang Vaal authorities restore
the hundreds of children captured by them during the recent war. This is one
of tho most prinful features of the enso. The children refarred to are indentured,
aliter consigned to modified slavery, or involuntary servitude, rather, with their
captors.  That they will be delivered up to Mahura and bis people wo can cherish
but a very feeble expectation. And until they are restored that Mahura will pay
the T'rans Vanl Government that indemnity they demand, our anticipations are
more dubious still.

EvaxcenisatioN of Loxpox.—The Rev. J. II. Wilson, of Aberdeen, now actively
engaged in the work of evangelisation in the metropolis, had an interview with
the Bishop of London, at his Lordship’s invitation, at London House, Picca-
dilly. We believe his Lordship entered into a long conversation of the most frank
and friendly nature, on the want of religious conviction and knowledge amongst
the poor, especially in the enst of London. 1Ilis Lordship was much impiessed
with the fact, that in that district, one Bible was only to be found amongst some
twenty or thirty families, and he strongly advised the employment of female col-
g;)rteurs to sell Bibles amongst the unenlightened portiona of the metropolis.—

atriol.

Coxgrecariovar IHoue Missions.—Between fifty and sixty ministers met at the
Congregational Library on Thursday, at the summons of - sub-committee of the
Home Missionary Society, to confer upon the best mo. of reorganising and
carrying out the objects of that Society. S. Morley, Esq. was called to the chair.
The questions hefore the meeting were discussed in a spirit of simple esrnestness,
which quite precluded anythiny like dissension ; and it was unanimously resolv-
ed to recommend the Home Missionary Society to confine its operations to coun-
try diswricte, working as heretofore through the country associations, and that a
separate Society shall be established for London, rendering aid to those Churches
that can usefully employ evangelists, and helping to raise up new causes in the
poorer districts.

Miss Burperr Courrs anp CoronalL Bisuorrics.—Miss Burdett Coutts has, for
the third time, endowed a bishopric. She has given 15,0004, for the Bishopric of
Columbia, and 10,0004 for the other clergy.

Reuicinus Lierty 1¥ Swenen.—In Sweden a Royal decree abrogates a law en-
acted in 1726, interdicting all religious meetings of the members of the Lutheran
Church, except at the regular services. This decree, which applies the law voted
by the Swedish Diet last year, is a step in advance with respect to liberty of the
conscience.

Mo~tricent BequesT To tne Frer Cuvrcin.—The Edinburgh papers state that
the late Mis Mary Barclay, of Carltun-terrace, has bequeathed her entire property,
amounting it is estimated to about 30,0007, to the Free Church. Of this the
trustees are to apply 10,000 for the purpose of building a Free Church in the
New Town ; but the will gives them puwer to allow that sum to lie in abeyance
till it accumulate to 20,000/, when the erection of the church may be proceeded
with, The other 20,000. is to be devoted to the education of the sons of the
clergy.

Tae Preyissive Mawe Law Biun.—The United Kingdom Alliance have map-
ped out the British Isles into districts, and appuinted superintendent agents, who
are forming electoral committees and organisations fur the purpose uf agitation
in favour of this bill, and already their fforts are telling on the people. Statistics
sent in to the head-quarters of the alliance, Manchester, show that the returns
received are greatly in favour of the project; as, for instance, St. Peter’s parish,
Bristol, containing 240 houses, 7 of which are void, and 20 devoted to the liquor
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trafiic, leaving 213 canvassed, of which 133 are in favour, 67 neutral, 4 undecided,
and only 9 against; Cowling, near Skipton, canvassed by the incumbent, and
containing 338 houses, 44 of whose holders are county voters, and 116 are rate-
payers; and who, in the returns are thus classified ;—favourable 264, opposed 9,
neutral 44, absent 21 ; of the 44 county voters, 32 are favourable, 3 opposed, 4
neutral, and 5 absent; and of the 116 ratepayers, 88 are favourable, 6 oppoused,
14 neutral, and eight absent. Grimsby, several wards of Glasgow, Manchester,
Iuddersfield, Blyth, Cowpen, and other places, cauvassed, show similar minor-
ities of inhabitants who are opposed to the bil.

Russia.—The St. Petersburg correspondent of Le Nord states that a philan-
thropic movement has commenced in that capital, and a society has been lormed
for the establisment of Sunday-schools on the plan of those in England.

Missions 1N THE SovTn SEas.—A¢t a recent meeting in support of the London
Missivnary Suciety in Edinburgh, the Rev. G. Drummond, who has lately arrived
from the South Seas, briefly narrated the progress of the truth, and the result of
missionary effort, in the principal islands of the Navigator group, since the first
visit paid to these islands by Williams in 1830. In 1830, the Directors sent out
six additional missionaries. The Guspels were printed in the Samoan language
in 1841, and now they had the Scriptures complete, besides a consider-
able nuinber of works expository and illustrative of the Sacred Volume. The
mission bad, to a considerable extent, been self-supporting ; the first edition had
been sold to the patives at 10s. & copy ; the second edition of 2,500 copies, printed
by the British and Foreign Bible Suciety ata cost of £1,388, 13s. 6d. had also been
dispused of, the medium of exchange being palm-oil. Not very long ago one
station had received 1,072 gallons of palm-oil, and another 1,100 gallons; these
were bronght to England in the ship John Williams, and sold at £140a ton of 500
gallons, realising in all £300. They did a good deal for the support of their own
pasturs, and they had alsv furnished native teachers, the expense of whose edu-
cation had been partly defrayed by the islanders. Some of these teachers he knew
to be labouring in distant islands, and he could bear witness to the marked abil-
ity and zeal, as well as the success, which had hitherto crowned their labours.

Frexcin Accressiox oN THE Friexpuy Isues —The New Zealand papers brought
by the Australian steamer Aiagara, on Sunday, contain an account of an aggres-
sion of the French at the Friendly Isles. It appears that, on the Tth of July last,
some French priests Janded at Lifuka, one of the Haabai group of islands, and
insisted on leaving one of their number there to promote the Catholic faith. The
native Governor said that strangers could not settle there without the consent of
the King, who was then at Tonga. The French j -iests then left fur Tunga, where
a French frigate was lying; and on the ground .at the Governor of Haabai's
refusal was a violation of the treaty with the French, the King was compel'ed
to agree to she dictation of the French.

Tre MorTara Case.—The Jewish Con.mittee on the Mortara case have come to
a resolution to memoralise the Pope on the subject. They bave also decided that
for the present it will he better not to send a deputation to the Emperor of tho
French. Sir Moses Montefiore sent a copy of these resolutions to Sir Culling
Eardley, representing the Evangelical Alliance, who responds that if they had
sent a deputation to Paris the Alliance would bave aided them by deputations
from Protestant bodies in Turkey, Hungary, Switzerland, Piedment, France,
Holland and America. Ile adds :—** It was felt that such an appeal to the Em-
peror in support of a similar one from the Jews of Europe, would be gratify-
ing to the French nation. We were also assured that the Emperor would ap-
preciate it. Ie has more than once declared that the French flag should not
fluat over ecclesiastical despotism at Rome. While President he liberated Achillj,
though the case was not nearly so ciear as the present one. In that instance
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three Scoftish municipalities were on the eve of sending deputations ; but he
was informed of it. and anticipated their action. These things induced me to
expect success. But I do not regret the courte chalked out by the Jews. If
you fail at Rome, your case will be all the stronger fur your guing, after all, to
the Emperor.”

Official.

MISSIONARY MEETINGS FOR 1859.

MIDDLE DISTRICT.

February 8th, Tuesday....cccoerrieiiieiiiriiiiciiicasnencns Breck.
Deputation :—Xiev Messrs. Reikie, and Byrne.
Tebruary 11th, Friday.....occcvveiiiiiinrecriciennnnennnene Meaford.
“ 13th, Sabbath QOwen Sound.

% 1dth, Monday....ccceveerninriennnnens senseaane Owen Sound.
Deputation :—Rev. Messrs. Byrne, and Hay.

WESTERN DISTRICT.

The appointments for the Western section of this District are as follows: —

London, Feb. 7th, 1839.—Depuiation : Rev. Messrs. Ebbs, IHay, Allworth,
Snider and Wood.

Warwick, Feb. 8th and 9th.—Deputation : «“ The Western Association” which
meets at Warwick at this time.

Sarnia, Feb. 10th and 1lth.—Depufation : Rev. Messrs. Ebbs, Allworth, Boyd
and Wood.

Plymouth, Feb. 10th, } Deputation: Rev. Messre. MeCallom, Snider, Hay

Bosanquet, Feb. 11th, and King.

%%‘:;l:z(ﬁl’dbgsblégﬁ?’ Dﬁpuiation : Rev. Messrs. Allworth, Clark, and

Dresden, Feb. 16th. urgess.

NORTH WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF CONGREGATIONAL MINISTERS AXND
CHURCHES.

The above As.ociation will be held in Bolton’s Village, Albion, on the 22nd
and 23rd of February.

The brethren will meet at the house of the Rev. J. Wheeler at 4 P. M. on the
Tuesday evening.

The sermoun will be preached in the evening at 7 o’clock, by Rev. E. A Noble,
Primary, Rev. J. Unsworth, Alternate.

The Ministerial Session will commence at 9 A. M. on Wednesday morning when
the Rev. J. Howell will read a sermon. Rev. F. Marling will read an exegesis.

The delegates Session will commence at 9. A. M. Wednesday morzing. Subject
—The practicability and importance of Fellowship Meetings,

Io the United Session, Wednesday afernoon an Essay will be read by Rev. E.
Barker on “ Fellowship Meetings.” A public meeting will be held in the evening,
to be addressed by all the brethren present.

J. Uxsworrtu, Sccrefary.
Georgetown, January 20th, 1859.

WESTERN ASSOCIATION.
The next meeting of the Western Association of Cungregational Ministers wiil

be held D.V,, on Tuesday and Wednesday, the &th and 9th February, at War-
wick, C W. Public service, Tuesday evening at 7 o’clock, Rev. F. Ebbs preacher,
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Rev. T. Pullar alternate. Brethrven from the East will please take the trairs from
Loudon at 2.15 P.M., and at Watford, conveyances will be in readiness to convey
them to Warwick.

PRAYER TFOR COLLEGES.

At the last meeting of the Congregational Union the fullowing resolution was
unanimously adopted. Will pastors and churches please take notice of the
recommendation ?

‘“ Whereas the great interests of our Lord’s Kingdom are involved in the
spiritual character of our educativnal institutivns, and of those who receive train-
ing in them, therefore resolved, That it be recommended to our churches, to co-
operate, 8o far as practicable, with churches of other denominations, in vbserving
the Last Tnurspay 1v FEsrUARY, as a day of special prayer for colleges and other
institutions of learning, that the Lord would gracivusly and copivusly pour upon
them the Holy Spiris.”

The day ahove named is observed as a day of fasting and prayer in this behalf
throughout the United States by the various branches of the Church of Christ,
and signal answers have been received to such united intercessions.

Epwarp Buss, Secrelary-Treasurer.
Paris, C.W., 24th Jan. 18359. Congregational Union.

Covryespondence.

MISSIONARY MEETINGS FOR 1859.
MIDDLE DISTRICT.—No. 1.

70 the Editor of the Canadian Independent.

Dear BroTHER,—As it has been customary to furnish a few details of Mission-
ary tours in previus years, I beg leave to submit to your readers the following
brief record.

Your correspondent, with brethren Durrant, Denny, Noble, and Unsworth,
occasionally aided by vthers, were associated, in a recent Missionary tour through
the western portioo of the Middle District. The public exercises were throughovut
of a serious, evangelical, and practical character; the particulars, I extract from
notes taken by the way.

Menday, Jan. 10th.—A bitter cold morning. Left Whitby for GecreETowN.
Being detained by the way, had an opportanity of hearing from a fellow-traveller,
some of the absurd extravagances and childish fooleries of spiritualism. Rank
infidelity became apparent as the conversation proceeded. What a contrast to
the glorious gospel of the Son of God! I felt grateful that I had a better light to
guide my steps and cheer my heart in the missionary enterprise. Brother Dur-
rant arrived in time for the meeting, after a journey of fifty-two miles in his cut-
ter! All the deputation took part in the service. About 40 hearers. Cellection
$6. A subscription list yet to follow.

Tuesday, 11th.—Brother Denny purposed driving me to TRAFALGAR. but just as
he was ready toleave, his wife arrived with the intelligence oftheir eldest daugh-
ter’s death, which led them to start immediately on a journey of ahout a hundred
miles, te see the remains of one they loved, and who had left behind her the
savour of a christiau life.  May the ITead of the church sanctify this bereavement!
Thus deprived of one of their number, and one long known in this region
of cuuntry, the deputation proceeded to Trafalgar, a distance of sixteen miles.
At the public meeting abeut 120 were present. It was a solemn and practical
meeting.

Wednesday, 12th.—IIad a pleasant drive to Cnurcn-niLL, or Swackhammer’s
Coruners.  This is the birth-place of our Upper Canada Missionary Society, 18
years ago. The adverse times have much affected this region of country. About
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70 persons were convened at the public meeting. A collection was made and a
subseription is to follow.

Thursday, 13th.—Visited Acton—proceeded to Soutu ErIx, were met on our
way by brother McLean, and Mr. McAfire.  Assembled in a new chapel belong
ing to the New Connexion Methodists, who kindly permitted the use of their
building. Above 100 hearers were convened. As thisis a Highland settlement,
we had a mixture of English and Gaelic speeches; brethren Unsworth, Noble,
Durrant, and Byrne speaking in the former language, and brethren McLean and
McAffre in the latter. The last brother is well spuken of, and we hope, ere long,
to see him labouring among his country-men in connesion with our society, A
fine tone prevailed throughout the meeting. Collection $3.43. A subseription
yet to come. Mr. Sinclair, a Presbyterian, very kindly enterrained the deputation.

Friday, 14th.—Proceeded to Souru CaLEpON ; although the weather was very wet
and disagreable, about 40 convened at the house of Mr. Macdonald in the evening.
The exercises were of a solid, instructive character. Collection $7.69; more w0
come.

Saturday, 15th.—Weather far from pleasant. Drove to Arvox.

Lord’s Day, 16th.—Preached for brother Noble, to about 110 hearers, much
attention paid to the word. Brother Durrant preached at South Caledon with
much satisfaction. Brother Unsworth returned to Georgetown on the preceding
day in order to preach to his people, but juined us agair on the Monday. In the
evening of this day held the Missionary meeting in the Congregational chapel—
full attendance—about 200. Mr. Alexander Bell, a Presbyterian, presided. This
was a union meeting, fur besides Messrs. Durrant and Byrne, and ministersof other
denominations, took part in the exercises, Messrs. Dyer, (Wesleyan Methodist)
McFaul, (United Presbyterian), Iill, (New Connesion Methodist) and Grey,
(Primitive Methodist), delivered appropriate addresses. Collection, $6.73. Sub-
scriptions to follow.

AMonday, 17th.—Proceeded to Awrsioy, a distance of 25 miles. Our dear Bro-
ther Wheeler has a working people around him, and has much cause for thank-
fulness; for the Lord has abundantly blessed bis laboars after years of toil. It
was unfortunate that our Wesleyan brethren held a Missionary Meeting the
same time we did, as it must necessarily have affected the attendance at each
place.  Still we had above 100 present—the Pastor in the chair. 'The Deputation
each spoke in turn, and at the close the Secretary (your correspondent) re.ceived
a collection of 37225, Of this S8 were collected on Sabbath, $18 at the Mis-
sionary Meeting; and $46.25 by two ladies who have yet more to collect.

Tuesday, 1Sth.—Proceeded to Pixe Grove. Our brother Durrant lefs for home,
to be in readiness for the Missionary meeting at Stouffville. The meeting at
Pine Grove was large, numbering at least 120 persons,—Mr. Bywaier in the
chair. Besides the Deputation, we were very much gratified in hearing a speech
from Mr. John R. Kean, now a Deacon of the Church there. and a teacher of a
District School at Burwick. Collection, $5.60. Subscriptions to come.

Wednesday, 19th.—Drove to St. AxpREW’s. At the public meeting Mr. William
Wallis presided. Besides the Deputation, Mr. Kean again aided, and our brother
Wheeler, being unexpectedly there, did bis part also. About _00 were present,
Collection, $14.05 ; Sabbath School Missionary Bux, 70 cents; Juvenile Fund,
$1.05; total, 315.50. Subscriptions yet to come.

On the 20th we returned home in safety. The funds, we apprehend, will
searcely equal what was raised last year; but if we are successful in imparting
a Christ-like tone to those we visit, we shall gain largely for the time to come.

I am yours fraternally,
Whitby, Jan. 21, 1859. Jaxes T. ByryE.

WESTERN DISTRICT, Ne. 1.
To the Editer of the Cunadian Independent..

Dear Brorner,—I send you notes of our recent Missionary Meetings in this
region.
Barton.—Xonday evening, Jan. 10th. Attendance good, considering the
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severity of the weather. Collections also good. The deputation consisted of
brothers Ebbs, Pullar, and King, with the Pastor. It is evident that brother
Allworth is made the instrument of a good work here, both in strengthening the
foundation and rearing the superstructure.

Guerein.—Tuesday evening, Jan. 11. If this thriving town feels the influence
of the “ hard times ”” as much as other parts of Canada, its appearance belies it.
Handsome and substantinl buildings are rapidly improving its streete; and
business seems uncommonly brisk. The attendance at the Missionary Meeting
was small, owing partly to other meetings in the town at the same hour. Con-
gregation addressed by brothers Allworth, Barker aud Wbbs, aided by Messrs.
Ryan and Delve of the town, the pastor in the chair. Collections and subscrip-
tions nearly the same as last year. It isto be hoped that the church here has
weathered the worst storm, and is keeping pace with the town in its progress.

On Wednesday the 12th, the deputativn drove through the beautiful villages of
Elora, Salem, and Fergus, all of which have the prospect of being united in one
at no very distant day. In the two former, there are about 8 or 10 persons, heads
of families, who are ansious to be organized into a church of the Congregational
order, and who now keep up a regular Sabbath evening service under the minis-
tration of our excellent and active, though aged brother—the Rev. James Mid-
dleton. There are also & number ia Fergus who earnestly solicit our efforts. In
the evening a public meeting was held in the chapel in

Gararraxa.—Addressed by the same deputation as at Guelph, with the addi-
tion of brother Pattison, who is supplying there for a few Sabbaths during the
vacancy of the pastorate. The meeting was very interesting ; collection fair;
subscriptions not completed.

Eraxosa.—Thursday evening, 13th. An excellent congregation, ably address-
ed by brothers Ebbs, Howell, Pattison, and Allworth ; with the valuable help of
the Rev. W. Barrie, U. I. minister of the neighborhood. Contributions to the
Society about one-third more than last year. The tour cf the deputation was finished
by the meeting at

Eoex Mivts.—Friday evening, 14th. Weather very unfavourable, and congre-
aation necessarily small, addressed by brothers Barker, Howell, Allworth, and
Ebbs. Taking all the circumstances into account, the amount raised was con-
sidered good, though falling somewhat short of last year. The pastorate in this
ambitious little village is also vacant; but the pulpit is being well supplied by
Mr. T. Mould, who, we trust, will yet take his place amoung the ministers of our
Body.

Og the whole, this first week’s work was pleasant and encouraging, beneficial
alike to the churches visited and to the Society, which received thus about $100
to its funds. DMay the coming meetings be even more successful,

E. B.

MIDDLE DISTRICT.—No. 2.
To the Fditor of the Cunadian Independent.

Dear Brotrer,—The following is a brief account of o Missionary meeting tour
in the Northern and Eastern sections of the Middle District.

Monday, Jan. 10th.—Left Etubicoke, where the writer had been engaged at the
re-openingof the church at St. Andrews, now seated and otherwise much improved,
before suurise, on that bitter morning, to meet the Northern Railway cars at
Thornhill.  Took up Brother Hooper at Newmarket, and were met by Brother
Ravmend at Barrie, drove on 12 miles to Oro. Owing to the extreme cold and
de ective notification, the meeting was small. Several dollars, arrears of last year's
su’ scripdin, were handed in, an example worth commemorating, and a good sub-
scription list commenced. and paid in part.

Tu-siday, Jan. 11h.—Went to Oro 2xp Cavren, in ‘“ the Scoich settlement.” A
better attendance. Mr. Raymond again presided, and Messrs. Marling and Iooper
made addresses.  Collectors were appointed to secure contributions.

Wedarsday, Jan. 12th, BenL EwarT, where Brother Raymond nowresides, teaching
a day-schoul, supplying also four stations in the neighbourhood, and Oro every
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other Sabbath, too much work for any one man. This was a good ineeting. The
contributions for this field will probably fully equal those of last year.

Thursday, Jan. 13th.—Newyarker, alarge attendance. R. IL. Smith, Esq. presi-
ded, Mr. Hooper gavea sketch of the Report, and Revs. Dr. Lillie, T. Baker, Potts
{Wesleyan), and I'. H. Marling, spoke to the resolutions. Before the meeting
closed the amount given last year was equalled, and it will be surpassed.

Tuesday, Jun., 18th.—Toroxro 2xp Cnurcis, a fair attendance, W. D. Taylor
Esq., in the chair. Speakers, Revs. Dr. Lillie, JJ. Porter, J. Hooper, I'. II Marling,
and Messrs Kimball, IIague, and Patrick Freeland. On this occasion, and the
Sabbath following, over $100 were contributed.

1hursday, Jan., 20th,—A rainy evening, but a very good turn out at Stovrr-
viLkg, Chairman, Mr. T. Millard ; addresses by the Pastor, and Messrs. Marling
and Ilooper, Collectors to go round after the meeting.

Friday, Jau., 21st,—A crowded meeting in the Primitive Methodist Chapel at
PickeriNg, one of Mr. Durrant’s stations. IIe occupied the chair, and the speakers
were Rev. J. Tooper, F. II. Marling, Baird (U. P.) and — Gostick and — Graftey
(Baptists)  The collection was the lurgest ever made at this station, and cards
were issued to collectors.

Sabbath, Jan., 23rd.—~Rev. J. Hooper supplied Markmay, having a good con-
gregation. The sum of $33.83 was handed to him, most of which had been col-
lected by one lady.

Monday, Jan., 24th,—An excellent meecting at Bowyaxviuie, W. McMurtry
Esq., in the chair. Resolutions spokea to by Rev. J. Hooper, J. Chapple (Bible
Christian), Dugald MeGregor, J. Smith (Free Church), and F. II. Marling.
$61.26 handed to the Deputation, and a little more will follow.

Tuesday, Jan., 25th,—The last meeting of the series was held at Wmrsy. Mr.,
Bigelow presided, and Rev. Messrs. Willoughby (Methodist) and Lowry (Free
CLurch) assisted the Deputation in pleading the cause. Collections not yet com-
pleted.

Thus ended a very agreeable tour, throughout the whole of which the deputation
were not only entertained with true Canadian hospitality, but were brought for-
ward on their journey at several points by friends who fulfilled every engagement
with unfailing punctuality. We hope this district will not contribute less than
in 1838, spite of *‘hard times.”

F. I M.

EASTERN TOWNSHIPS.—ST. FRANCIS DISTRICT, CANADA EAST.

Our Annual Missionary Meetings commenced January 4th, in StansTEaD.

We were here cordially welcomed by Rev. A. McDovald, the recently settled
pastor. Rev. A. Duff of Cowansville, who had been requested to attend these
meatings as our deputation, was present. Also brethren Bucher, of Granby,—
Dunkerley, of Durham,—Adams, of Georgeville,—Iall. of Stanstead, and myvself.
Ministers of other denominations tovk partin the exercises. We assembled in the
house of Gnd to stir up each others’ minds, and address the peaple on the subject
of Canadian Missions. The evening was stormy, but the attendance proved that
there was no decrease of interest among the people in the missionary work.

Wednesday Evening, 5th, we: -~ on Beese Prary, in the township of Stanstead.
This is one of brother MeDonuwid's preaching stations. The meeting was in a
large sehool house filled with attentive hearers. The cause of Missivns has many
warm friends in that place.

1hursday, 6th, after a ride of forty miles we reached Earox. The numbers
present at our meeting and the amount collected were sufficiently in advance of
any previous vear to show encouraging progress in the spirit of missions.  Bro-
ther Parker of Danville, here joined us.  The ad.iresses from the ministers of our
body, and a Wesleyan brother who was with us, made a deep and favorable
impression on the hearers.

Friday Evening, Tth. we met in Sugreroore. Rev. Mr. Robertson was in the
chair. Ilis age numbers more than fourscore years, yet ‘““his bow abides in
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strength.”” It was the largest and best missionary meeting we have ever had in
that plaze. The confidence and support of the christian public are secured in
favor of our Missionary Society, as the work which it is accomnplishing is better
understood. We had nearly the same speakers in Sherbrooke as in Eaton. The
spirit of God was present, and we said at the close “ Itis good for us to be here.”

Monday Evening, 16th, we met with the friends of missions in Merzourye. Bat
the night was severe, and many to whom God had not given strength to ““stand
before his cold” were prevented from being present. The congregational church
too, is without a pastor. Circumstances were not favorable fora large meeting;
but the attendance was good, and collection was liberal. The professors of the
St. Francis College with brethren Duff, Dunkerley, Torrey of Sherbrooke, and
myself addressed the meeting. We believe that permavent good will the result,
The exercise closed by a public expresssion of thanks from the people for the
privilege of participating in the services of the evening and of again indentifying
themselves with our Missionary Society.

Tuesday, 11th, brought us to DaxviLLe. In the evening we assembled at the
house of God, and engaged in appropriate missionary services. S(;)meukers—breth-
ren Dunkerly, Duff, Torrey, Powis of Quebec, and myself. Our deputation,
brother Duff, who has addressed each of the meetings, renewed his acquaintunce
with the people, will bear testimony, that a true missionary spirit pervades the
churches he has now visited. At the close of these meetings, having enjuyed
largely the hospitality of the peonple and having witnessed a deep and growing in-
terest in Canadian missions, we offered united praise—* Thanked Gud and took
courage.”

On Wednesday, 12th, we rode to Duriay. But the missionary meeting which
was to be held in the afternoon, fiiled, owing to a fea wmeeting which was in the
evening for a local purpose. But bruther Dunkerley assured us, that something
would De dune by his people at a future time for the Missionary Society.

Eaton, C. E. E. J. SugrriLL.

EASTERN DISTRICT.

To the Edilor of the Canadian Independent.

Desr Brorurr,—According to usage, it devolves upon me, as Secretary of the
Eastern District, to_communicate a few particulars of Missionary Meetings at
Cold Springs, Port Uope, Cobourg, Belleville, and Kingston, held on the even-
ings of the 20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd, and 24th of December. They were arranged
by the Committee to come off, with the consent of the Churches, thus early, as
best suiting the convenience of the Deputation, and least likely to interfere with
other denominations. The result, on the whule, was satisfactory. We had the
benefit of moon light, and good roads. Our first Meeting was held at

CorLp Srrings.—Father Iayden continues to occupy this post, and enjoys the
confidence and affection of his people, who appreciate his ministrations, and prefer
them to those of strangers. Iaving drunk old wine they have no desire for new,
for they s -y the old is better. Iis worthy partner continues the life of the Sab-
bath School, a model Missionary collector,. and a dispenser of munificent hospi-
tality. “ We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen.” Long may
hoth live to bless the neighbourhood in which Providence has cast their lot.

Thecongregation waslargeandattentive. Addresses weredelivered by the Pastor
Brethren Climie, Fenwick, and Burpee. The collections on the preceding day
and at the meeting amounted to $13.50; Mrs. Hayden promised to raise $40;
Sunday Missicnary boxes were emptied, cuntaining small sums ; and one Sabbath
School pupil gave in $3.75, which, with subseriptions taken at the meeting, make
a total of nearly $73, to be expected frum this Missivnary Church.

On the following day the Deputation proceeded fo

_ Porr Ifore.—Never before had the elnims of the Canadian Congregational Mis-
sionary Society been presented to a Port Hope audience. We were unfortunate
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in the evening chosen, as, besides a Lecture before the Mechanic’s Institute, other
meetings, and some of them connected with Municipal Elections, were going on
at the same time. Taking all things into account, the gathering was respectable.
Robert Hlume, Esq., occupied the chair. The Rev. II. Lloyd, Baptist Minister,
was present, and bade the Society and the recently organized Church God »peed.
No subscriptions were taken at the meeting. The collections amounted to $7-05.

From Port Iope we went to

Cosourc.—John Field, Esq. presided. The meeting was addressed by the Pas-
tors of the Baptist, Episcopal Methodist, and Wesleyan Churches, Father 1Iayden,
and Brethren Climie and Fenwick. The contributions of 1858, more than seventy-
five per cent. in advance of preceding years, will be exceeded this year, if pledges
are redeemed. 593 are already conmtributed and subseribed. I think we may
gafely promise $100 from Cobourg. Messrs. Climie and Fenwick spoke early,
and left by the 9 p. m. train for our next appointment,—Church business requiring
their presence,—leaving me to fullow the next day, and endure the incovenicnces
of the freight train, not the least of which was inhaling the fumes of the vile weed
by somo perversion of language denuminated * f{ragrant.”” Sickened and half
smothered, I escaped the train at

BerLLEviLie.—Although the evening was not very favorable, the appearance of
the audience from the platform was most cheoring. Dr. Hope, an Episcopalian,
presided, and gave so much statistical and other infuormation, as proved him to
be more familiar with the denomination than many among ourselves. The Wes-
leyans were represented by the Rev. E. B. Harper and the Rev. W. C. He: der-
son ; the Presbyterians by the Rev. A. Walker. . As yet no Church is organized,
but this dificiency, it is to be hoped, will soon be remedied. Persons connected
with other denominations, and with no denomination, have not been wanting in
sympathy and co-operation with Brother Climie. The collections amounted to
$10-41 ; subseriptions (including one of $25 frum an occasional hearer) $65°50,
making & total of nearly $85, which, it is thought, may reach $120, as the appli-
cation for subscriptions at the meeting was very partial.

The last meeting of the series was held in

Kixcston.—As was anticipated, the necessary bustle and business of Christmas
eve, seriously affected the attendance; and an engagement at another meeting
deprived us of the help of several Ministers of other Churches, with one exception,
the Rev. Peter Gray, Presbyterian, who attended both. The chair was occupied
by Dr. Mair, the well known Secretary of the Kingston Sabbath Reformation
Society. The Lord’s Day and Missionary collections exceeded those of any other
Church, being pearly $30; and if the subscriptions, yet to be taken up, bear the
same proportion to the collections as they do elsewhere, Kingston will head the
list of contributors in this section of the Eastern District ;—a result which would
gratify us all, and none more than their worthy pastor, whose best efforts are
steadi'y and cheerfully given to render the Sceiety a blessing to the Missionary
Churches, and to the Missionaries.

The other section, comprising Brockville, Lanark Village Rosetta, and Middle-
ville, will be visited at a time to be agreed upon by the resident Pastors and the
Deputation.

Cobourg, January 12th, 1859. A. B.

Fitevary Rebietw,

Nores I'rox Pryyovtn Puirir, By A. Moore. New York: Derby & Jackson.

Toronto: Maclear & Co.

These Notes are stated to be chiefly from memory ; and we do not therefore
wonder at Mr. Beecher having objections to their publication. Ile withdrew
the objection however, and they come forth as a sort of continuation of a former
volume, entitled * Life Thoughts.”” The author, however, is not the same. Even
through such an imperfect medium as this the genius of Henry Ward Beecher
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shines forth, and the volume is very well worth reading. We are not of those
who would make a man an offender for o word ; and the vocation of heresy-hunt-
ing is not exactly to our taste, else we would take exception to passages here and
there. Mr. Beecher, however, may not have spoken them.

Tne Laxp axp tne Boox, By W. M. Tuowson, Missionary of the American
Board. New York: Harper. Toronto: Maclear & Co.

This is on the whole, perhaps, the most interesting work on the oly Land
that has yet been written. The author has resided there some twenty years, and
has thus acquired a knowledge of the detail of Eastern life, which travellers and
casual residents could never possess. Ilis style is conversational, (rather flippant
oceasionally, but agreeable on the whole,) and the valuable illustrativns of Bible
truth which crowd the page make its as interesting to the lover of sacred record
as the last novel of Dickens to the general public. It cannot be compared with
Stanley’s Sinai and Palestine, in point of scholarship and literary execution, but
there i3 far move information in it, and information precisely of that kind which
only a long resident could obtain. It sheds mueh additional light on many
passages, of the word of Gud, and this is saying a great deal after the research of
the last twenty-five years ; and confirms our faith in it as a revelation from God.
It has numeryus illustrations, the best of them, however, being copies from draw-
ings by British artists. e very cordially commend it.

Tne AsericaNy Reprint oF THE.ExcL sm Reviews axp Brackwoen.  Leonard

Scott & Co., New York., Maclear & Co., Toronto,

We do not known any way in which ten dollars a year can be better spent on
the literature of the day, than in subser'bing to the above publicativns. I'he ablest
writers in Britain contribute to their pages. All current events, opiniuns, and
discoveries, are there recorded and discussed ; every new publication of wark
analysed ; many 1econdite points in :he bygone history of Literaturve, Science,
Comumerce, Politics, and Religion carefully investigated ; and all this, generally
speaking, with high iotellectual ability, copious learning, and various felicity of
style. In an age of which it may so emphatically be said, *“of making many
books there is no end,” those who have no money to buy nor time to read a tithe
of all that is published, but who yet desire to know what is going or in the world
of letters, can bardly attain that object better than by means of the Reviews.

Each of these publications retains the distinctive peculiarities that have licen
formerly described in these columns. The Kdinburgh, — Whiggish in polities,
Broad-Church in Religion, more fair and liberal to authers than io its trenchant
days of old :—the Quarterly,—Conservative rather than Tory, intelligently ortho-
dox, with invariable thoroughness in every pait ;—the li'estminster,—advaneced in
its political views, with a high standard of literature and art, but pervaded throusgh-
out with an intense dislike to Evangelical Christianity—a publication, therefore,
most dangerous to the *“unlearned and unstable ;”"—the North British,-—* sound ”
once more, written with considerable carefulness, but not equal to the first three
in schoiarly finish ;—and Blackwood, the lightinfantry company of the regiment,
which alwags makes us think of the charming fireside talk of "a most cultivated
man on every theme that comes up. The December number has one of the best
essays on “ Sermons’’ we have seen for many a day.

Will not some friend in more than one congregation, who is wishing to do his
Pastor a kindness, send hiia thess Reviews for 18592

: NEWS FROM DR. LIVINGSTONE.

Letters have just been received in Cape Town from Dre. Livingstone. Ile had
arrived in safety as far up the Zambezi as Tette; and he and his whole party
were in perfect health and high spirits. Of bis Makalolos, whom he had left
there two years before—about a hundred and fifty in number—thirty had died of
smallpox, and six more had been killed during his absence. "The remainder were
still at Tette, and would proceed up the country with him.— Cape Town Monilor,
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Pews of the Ehurehes,

DAILY PRAYER MEETING.
A meeting for the revival of religion is held in the lecture hall of the Mechan-
ics’ Institute, Court Street, Toronto; from twelve to one o’clock. I*is chiefly
attended by merchants and men of business.

MONTREAL RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY.

The anniversary of this Society was held on Tuesday the 25th January. The
issues of tracts and books frum the depository for the year has exceeded 100,000.
The income from sales, $2,687, and from free contributions, $1,019. Five col-
porteurs have been employed, and twenty-five voluntary agents have engaged in
the weekly distribution of tracts. Instances of conversion had come to the know-
ledge of the Committee,

MONTREAL AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY.
" The annual meeting of this Society was held on the 26th Janvary. Theissues
of copies of the Sceriptures for last year were 12,502; of which 1,922 were gratu-
itous. The reports of the labours of seven colporteurs have heen interesting and
encouraging. The Treasurer’s report shows, that this year $3,672 had been con-
tributed, the whole receipts, $4,857, and the expenditure was $3,787.

GRATIFYING.

The Rev. A. Duff, of Cowansville, lately received an anonymous communication

contzining a present of one hundred dollars.—Montreal Witness.
SUPPRESSION OF INTEMPERANCE.

We are glad to learn, that 2 new bill is to be introduced into the Iouse of As-
sembly, to restrain the liquor traffie. The measure is similar in its character to
the * Forbes McKenzie” act of Scotland. We lay before our readers the firsg
clause of the bill:—

L—That in each and every place, and places whers, by the present esisting
laws of that part of said Province called Upper Canada, Intoxicating Liquors are
allowed to be vended and sold and disposed of by wholesale and by retail, no
vendition, sale or disposal of the said Liquors shall take place therein or on ths
prewizes thereof, or out or from the same, to any person or persons whomsoever,
from and after the hour of seven of the clock on Saturday night, till the hour of
eight of the clock on Monday morning thereafter, save and except in cases on &
requisition or certificate signed by a Licensed Medical practitioner, or by a Jus-
tice of the Peace, Reeve or Deputy Reeve, and in such cases only for the purposes
of the sick and for medicine.”

It strikes us, that in the exceptional cases it would add to the effect of the act,
were the parties empowered to grant certificates, required to be themselves un-
connected with the traffic.

We go for Prohibition, but would accept this measure as a valuable instalment ;
and would rejoice to see it the Law of the land.

THE PLYMOUTH CHURCIL

The recent annual renting of pews at Plymouth church, Brooklyn, N. Y., re-
alized the round sum of $25,000! This amount, it will be remembered, results
not from a permanent sale of the pews, but merely from their hiring for the year,
The total amount for last year was $15,000. Theincrease experienced on Tuesday
evening, is owing to the large additions made to the membership of the church
during the past year, and to the number of those who desire to attend its public
services. 1t is stated that nearly four hundred church members (or nearly one-
third of the entire membership) are left unprovided for!



244 NEWS OF THE CHURCIIES.

THE REVIVAL IN NEW YORK.

The Christian Intelligencer, of last week, says, ¢ the number of prayer-mectings
is increasing. Some new union prayer-meectings have been instituted since the
comumencement of the year, in this city, Brooklyn, Jersey City, Newark, and
other places in this region.—Some of these are daily, and some are less frequent,
These are well attended, and-are very spirited. The manifest presence of the
Spirit of God is felt in these meetings. The vast gatherings on Sabbath evenings,
at the national Theatre and the Academy of Musie, the solemn attention, espe-
cially at the latter place, which is given to the preaching of *‘ the glorious gospel
of the blessed God,” i3 abundant proof of the prevalence of the revival element,
Then, too, that all our charches are more full than usual, and are constantly
filling up; also, that all our Mission chapels are better attended, and with in-
creasing interest. All these things encourage the people of God to faith and
effort. God is waiting to be gracious. What an attitude for him to assume in
relation to his people. New fields of usefulness are opening, which should be
improved. There never was a time when labor was more abundantly rewarded
than now. All Christians, in city and country, should put themselves into active
service, and gather in the spiritual harvest.”

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY.

The Independent says, that the late I[Ion. Henry Ellsworth originally bequeathed
$1,000 to the American Tract Suciety at New York, and that it was transferred
to the Tract Society at Boston, in a codicil written since last May, and that one
lawyer in Iartford, Ct., has recently been called to alter ¢hrce wills in favor of the
Society at Boston, in place of that in New York.

Dr. Kirk of Boston, at the formativn of a new society in Ilartford, called * The
City Tract Society Auxiliary to the American Tract Society at Boston,” is re-
ported as saying on behalf of the Buston Society, that he disclaimed any quarrel
with any body. He had told Mr. Eastman, when in Boston attempting to avert
the separation, that he might as well attempt to hold the north west wind with
his fist as to keep New England after the course they had taken. IIe desired to
be charitable, and thought there was abundant work for all, both sides have now
a fair field ; and let them buth labor for the one great ohject, the salvation of men,
Now, those who were wiiling and able to aid, but have stood aloof because dis-
satisfied with the doings of the New York Society, may contribute with the as-
surance that a fair portion of the publications shall treat of the subject of slavery.
Now all may go with one or the other Society. The late revival has created
increased demand for their publications, and afforded opportunities and facilities
for dving the work. Ile congratulated the meeting as the first formal demonstra-
tion in behalf of the Boston Society, and expected other similar demonstrations, and
before long in New York itself. We shall use a large portion of the excelient
books of the New York Suciety, finding fault with nothing but omissions. We
take for our motto,  The Gouspel, the whole Gospel, and nothing but the Gospel,”
sparing no sin because it is popular, huge, or splendid. Dr. Kirk remarked that
he had in his pocket letters from the Suvuth fur the publications of the Boston
Society.

FRUITS OF MISSIONARY LAROUR IN S)UTHERY INDIA AND IN CEYLON.

We extract the following encouraging statistics from the statement and appeal
from the General Conference of Missionaries convened at Qotacamund, represent-
ing nearly all the Protestant Evangelical Sucieties labouring in Southern India
and North Ceylon to the parent sucieties and churches in Europe and America :—

We have, as the fruits of missionary labour in Southern India, and the entire
island of Ceylon.

1.—Mure than one hundred thousand persons who have abandoned idolatry, and
are gathered into congregations receiving Christian instruction,

2.—More than sisty-five thousand who have been baptised into the name of
Christ, and have thus publicly made a profession of their Christian discipleship.

3.—More than fifteen thousand who have been received as communicants, in
the belief that they are the sincere and faithful disciples of Christ.
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4.—More than five hundred natives, exclusive of schoolmasters, who are em-
loyed as Christian teachers of their countrymer, and whe are generally devoted
and successful in their work.

5.—More than furty-one thousand hoys in the mission-schools, learning to read.
gnd understand the Ioly Seriptures, which arve able to make them wise unto
salvation.

0.—"Iore than eleven thousand girls rescued from that gross ignorance and
deep degradation to which so many millions of their sex in India seem to be hope-
lessly condemned.

Looking at these leading results, may we not exclaim, “What hath God
wrought 2" Surely,  This is the finger of God !’ Tlere are the palpable evid-
ences of the Divine power of the Gospel—evidences which are yet destined to con-
strain many a heathen to abandon his idols, and turn to the now despised and
hated name of Jesus. A great work yet remains to be done even in Southern
Iniia, the scene of the first and most sucessful missions while; in Central and
Northern India it is still greater.

PRESENT STATE OF MORAVIAN MISSIONS.

A meeting of the friends of Moravian Mission, wus recently held in Queen
Street [Inll, Edinburgh, Professor More in the Chair, tv hear a statement from the
Rev. M. La Trobe, of London, with reference to the operations of the United
Brethren. The reverend gentleman, after glancing briefly at the history of the
Moravian Society, referred to the West Indies, and the Artic regions, as the scenes
of their greatest successes.  Their operations had been greatly extended within
the last thirty-five years. In 1822, they had thirty-three stations, to which were
attached congregations amounting to 33,000 souls, under the care of oue hundred
and sixty-eight laborers, male and female. At present the the number of stations
was seventy three. The congregations connccted with these numbered in all
74,187, of whom 21,000 were communicants, The numler of baptized children was
20,000. Almost all of whom were in attendance at school. Ofmale and female
agents, there were in all three hundred and four.  From the commencemeut there
had heen 1,646 persons engaged in the Society’s labors. e concluded by com-
mending the labors of the brethren to the continued support of their friends in
Scotland.  Colonel Crawford afterwards addressed the meeting, and communi-
cated some intelligence regarding the Suciety's labors in Caffraria.—Edinlurgh
Witness.

MISSIONS IN BURMAIL

The American Baptist Misionaries in Burmah while deploring scanty supplies
from home says:—* Bat aid from other sources has unespectedly and almost mir-
aculously reached us. Xt has come frum India; yes Bnglish oficers, some of whom
had just lost all their property, or what was far dearer than gold or silver—mili-
tary officers, even in the midst uf escitement and tvil of w e have come to our aid.
They bave, within the last two or three months, sent more than twelve thousand
rupees to us, American Baptist Missionaries in Burmah. Ilence we remain ag
our posts, and are going forward, just as we intend to do until death. One hun-
dred and seventy were baptized within the mission, during the past year.”

POPISII.

It is computed that since the work of evangelizativn now progressing in Ireland
commenced, Popery has been renounced by net less than 100,000 souls.

The journal of the American and Foreign Christian Union states that there are
nearly four miliion of Roman Catholics in the United States. Bishops, priests,
and nuns are increasing in numbers, and cathedrals, churches, nunneries, and
other Romish institutions are springing up all over the Jand. The great majo-
rity of the adherents of the Romish Charch is found in the cities. The special
work of the Union is to send the Gospel to Roman Cathelics residing in the
United States, and to Roman Catholic countries on this Continent and in Europe.
In the United States, the missionaries of the Society have laboured with great
success. Multitudes of adult Roman Catholies have received, and learned to read
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the Scriptures. More than 13,000 children have, with the consent of pavents,
been placed in industrial and Sabbath schools. Twenty-three churches have been
formed of converts from the Papal Church. The number hopefully ccnverted
exceeds twenty-three hundred, many of whom have united with various Evangel-
ical churches. Most of the churches formed of converted Rumanists worship. in
a foreign language.

ROMANISM IN THE UNITED STATES.

We have before us the Metropolitan Catholic Almanac for 1859, we find that
in IR08 there were in the United States 2 bishops, 63 priests, and 80 churches,
i. e., church edifices. Ten yearslater there were 10 bishups, 232 priests, and 230
churches. At the close of the next decade there were 17 bishops, 482 priests, Y07
churches. At the present time there are 45 bishops, 2,108 priests, 2,334 churches,
The Compilers of the Almanac refrain from estimating the Catholic population of
the United States, on account of ‘“ the intrinsic difficulties,” which the subject
presents. But when we consider the immense tid- of emigration which has
flowed in upon the United States during the last thirty years, the ratio of increase
in priests and churches is by no meane startling. According to the Year-Book
the number of Congregational pastors now in the United States is 2,300, number
of churches 2,800. ~This is for one denomination only, yet it esceeds tne Roman
Catholic summary for the whole country. The New-School Presbyterian Church
numbers 1,600 ministers and 1,700 churches, The Methodist Episcopal Church
has 6,500 travelling preachers, 7,500 local preachers, and 9,000 church-edifices.

We have heard huge stories of the amount of money yearly sent out to this
country from Eurape for the propagation of the Catholic Faith. It appears that
in the year 1857 the * Institution of the Propagation of the Faith,” whose centre
is at Lyons, remitted to this country 541,423 francs, say $100,000, being only
one-seventh part of the income of the Suciety for that year. Last year a single
Protestant Institution, the American Iome Missionary Society, contributed
$200,000 for the support of an evangelical ministry in the United States. The
contrihntiong {2 the Propagation Society from the dioceses of the United States in
1857 amounted only to $33,000, or one-third of the sum expended in this country.
Of this the dincese of New York contributed but a little over $3,000, no maore than
single churches like Mercer-Street, Madison-square, the Church of the Pilgrims,
give yearly to Foreign Missions. Twelve Congregativnal churches in Boston,
have just given $28,000 to the American Board, of which 37,000 were given by a
single church, the Essex-street.

One fact connected with the administration of the Propagation Society at
Lyons, is worthy of special attention. In 1857 the total receipts of the Society
were in round numbers $749,000. Of this sum 340,000 were expended in the
publication of the Annals, in different languages; and only $0,000 were paid for
‘‘the expenses of management in France and abroad;” leaving more than
§700,000 to be applied directly to the missionary work of the Society. There is
a lesson here for instruction nearer home,

We add the following item for whom it may concern : *“ American Catholies
travelling in Europe feel the want of information as to the places at which priests,
versed in the English language, hear confessions.” Then follows a list of con-
fessors in various Continental cities. If the Roman Catholic Church thus pro-
vides for its members in strange lands, onght not Protestant Americans to main
tain evangelical worship in every principal city of Europe?—N. Y. Independent.

Bills fvony the Fountaiis of fsvael,

THE SUBSTANCE OF THE GOSPEL.
BY RALPH WARDLAW, D.D.
What a happy thing it is, that the Gospel comes into so liftle_compass. Often
have I felt this when visiting the sick and the dying. When I have found the
mind incapable of vigorous, cspansive, or continuous thought, O how thanlkful
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have I been that the gospel is 8o short and so simple; that the elementary truths
which give peace to the conscience and hope to the heart, can be stated in so few
words! There is divine wisdom and divine kindness in this. There are short
sentences which contain essentially all that a sinner needs to know, to give him a
sense of pardon and confidence towards Gud. * The wages of sin is death ; but
the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” ¢ This is a faithful
saying, and worthy of all aceeptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, even the chief.”” ¢ This is the record, that God hath given to us eternal
life ; and this life is in his Son. IIe that hath the Son, hath life ; he that hath not
the Son of God, hathnotlife.” These, and others of a like description, are precious
sentences.” These are what thedying *“man of God,” Dr. M'All, so emphatically
denominated the core, the very core of the gospel. And if evena mind like his, of
such penetration, amplitude, and energy, was fuin to have recourse to the core ofthe
gospel, and “could vot now trouble itself with its envelopments,” how invaluable
the fact that the gnspel has a core, has simple elements, that constitute its essence,
which are easy to be understood, and enough tc be the soul’s fuud and life, independ-
ently of those kindred ductrines which, though in cluse assveiation with it, are
not indispensable to its apprehension—are its envelopments, not itse!f! What a
ground of gratitude this, when connected with the declaration, *To the pour the
gespel is preached !” .

Connected with this is the striking fact, that in the hour which is sure an
common to all, the hour of nature’s last conflict and most pressing exigency, the
hour when the mind is shut up to one point, and that point peace with God and
bope for eternity,—that in that hour a?! minds come to be so very much on a level, in
regard to what imparts their confidence. Itis the same truth, in all its simplicity
that gives it to_the greatest as well as to the least, and to the least as well as fo
the greatest. It is must instructive and interesting to see how minds of the largest
grasp and mightiest power, vwhen they come to this hour of trial and of final de-
cision, when passing through the valley of the shadow of death, anticipating eter-
nity, and conflicting single-handed with the last enemy, have recourse to the same
simple elements of divine truth that are the springs of peace to the very weakest
of the “ babes in Christ.”

I have been struck with this, in the biographies of some of the most distinguish-
ed of our modern divines. Louk to the terms in which they express the ground
of their everlasting hupes. Although, from previously knowing the character of
their minds, you of courase conceive thoughts of a higher order associated with
those terms and although at times there may be coruscations of brilliant sentiment
emitted, that indicate the undying light within, yet substantially they are the
very same in which “poor Juseph” expressed the ground of his: It is a faith-
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners ;’ and why not Juseph?”  Whatdying sinner can say more? I mean
not that the minds are equal, that were folly ; Lut that, as the greatest and the least
stand on the same ground of cundemnation, they must stand also on the same
ground of acceptance ; so that he who has traversed the whole round of theologi-
cal learning, has explored its depths, and scaled its heights, has argued with me-
taphysical acumen, and illustrated with matchless eluquence all its points, has
read and has written volumes upon volumes, when he comes to the test of a dying
hour, is shut up to all the simplicity of the “ faithful saying.” This is what he
needs, equally with the least ; and this is what the least, equally with him, enjuys.
And the perfectly child-like submissiveness with which the master-minds in Israel
have avoached their reliance on the most rudimental elements of the truth, is
among the marks of its divinity. It shows that in the one point of need, in which
all are alike, and which, in all cases equally, the gospel is intended to meet, the
adaption of means to the end is perfect.

It is a fact not less extraordinary, and not less pregnant with evidence of the
divine origin of the gospel, that it never yet has had any one, in the hour of dissolu-
lion, repenting of having trusted to it. 1 call attention to the fact. The gospel is the
only system of which this can be affirmed ; and the fact is without exception. I am
in the full recvllection, whenIsay so, of the many believers who have passed through
the valley of the shadow of death in mental depressivn and glovm, and whose fears



248 RILLS FROM THE FOUNTAINS OF ISRAEL.

have encompassed them even to the last. DBut these are not exceptions to the fuct;
they are confirmations of ii. For, whence has the gloom of these believers arisen ¢
What has drawn the clond over their souls?  What has engendered their fears?
Ilas it been any question, starting up within them, of the solidity of the gospel
foundation of hope? any doube of its being trustworthy ? any conviction, or cven
any suspicion, foreed upen them in this testing-time of buman confidences, of ics
being, after all, nos rock, as they had fancied, but sand, a delusion, a *“ refuge of
lies ?”  The very reverse. Their doubts have not been about it, but about them-
selves. The question has not heen about the security of the foundation, but about
the fact of their having built upon it; not about the sufficiency of Christ, but about
the reality of their interest in him : not about the soundness of the hope, but about
their scriptural warrant to entertain it. Thisisa very different matter. So far from
repenting in the end their having trusted to the gospel, their bitter regrets and
their heart-sinking fears are all about the reality of their trast. Their hearts
misgive them, whether under the morbid operation of physical causes or obscu-
rity in their views of truth, when they think of their past profession. They fear
that they may have been sclf-deceived, fancying themselves Christ’s, when they
were none of his.” But regrets, lamentativns, anxieties, and fears, springing
from such sources, hear testimony, not against the gospel, but for it. I ask for
an instance of any individual, in perfect possession of his mental powers, unaffect-
ed by any morbid hallucinations, and in the full prospect of death, expressing
regret for the folly, or repentance for the sin, of having bhelieved and foliowed
Christ; disowning the foundation on which he has rested turough life, as now
seen, in the searching light of its closing hour, to be false and unstable.

Infidelity, and every system of human framing, have had their thousands who
have renounced them at death. IHow comes it that the gospel has had none 2 [f
it were itself human, how should it have this extraordinary distinction from all
else that is human! Many are the schemes with which men have made shift o
live, but which have misgiven them wheun they have come todie.  Thelast enemy
is & ruthless inquisitor. Many a time has be shown what a power he possesses
of detecting to the mind the sophistries by which it had flattered itself in error,
and of exposing to the conscience the flimsiness of its favourite refuges. Even in
the valley of the shadow of death there is often a revealing light, which compels
the sinper to see what he had been shutting his eyes against before, and awakens
him to a late and appalling sense of his infatuation. Iow comes it, then, that to
1o one mind has death, in the hour of his dread inquisition, ever made the dis-
covery of the insuffi-iency and delusiveness of the guspel! Ilow comes it thatof
this foundation the hollowness, the unsoundness, the sandy instability, has never
been exposed, and he who has trusted to it Leen convineed too late of his fully?
Is there not something extraordinary in this, that of all systems this should be
we only one that has stood the scrutiny of death, and the test of anticipated judg-
ment?  Let the infidel account for it.  To me itappears as the seal of the God of
heaven to his own truth ; evineing its divine adaption to all our nature’s conscious-
pess, and to all our nature’s exigencies, and peculiarly in the hour of that nature’s
extremity. It proves itself,in this unvarying experience, to have proceeded from
Him who “knoweth what is in man.”

«IIad I ten thousand gifts beside,

T'd cleave to Jesus crucified,
Aud build on him alone;

For no foundation is there given

On which 1'd place my hopes of heaver,
But Christ the corner-stone.”

TIIE YOYAGE AND THE PILOT.

The voyage of life and the voyage to cternity, are the most interesting and im-
portant of all voyages in the history of human beings.  So the vencrated Dr. Pay-
son thought, and felt, and said, in the following dying address and message t0 a
company of young men who assembled in his sick chamber at his request:—

“My young friends, you will one day be obliged to embark on the same voyage
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on which I am just embarking ; and as it has been my especial employment durin
my past life to recommend to you a Pilot to guide you through this voyage, ?
wished to tell you what a precious Pilot he is, that you may Le induced to choose
him for yours. I felt desirous that you might see that thereligion I have preached
cun support me in death.  You know that I bave many ties which bind me to
carth—a family to whom I am strongly attached, and a people that I love almost
as well ; but the other world acts like & much stronger magnet, and draws my
heart away from this. Death cumes every night, and stands by my bed-side in
the form of terrible convulsions, every une which threatens to separate the soul
from the body. These continue to grow worse and worse, until every bone is
almost dislocated with pain, leaving me with the certainty that I shall have it all
to endure again the next night. Yes while my body is thus tortured the soul is
perfectly, perfectly happy and peacefnl—more happy than I can poussibly express
to you. Ilie here and feel these convulsions extending higher and higher, without
the least uneasiness; but my soal is filled with joy unspeakable. I seem to swim
in a flood of glory which God pours down upon me. And I know, I know, that
my happiness is but begun ; I cannot doubt that it will last for ever. And now,
is this all delusion?  Is it a delusion which can fill the svul to overflowing with
joy in such circumstances? If so, it is surely a delusio nhetter than any reality.
But no, it is not a delusion ; I feel that it is not. I du not merely know that I
shall enjoy all this—I enjoy it now.

“My young friends, were I master of the whole world, what could it do for me
Jike this?  Were all its wealth at my fect, and all its inhabitants striving to make
me happy, what could they do for me? Nothing! Nothing! Now, all this
happiness I trace back to thereligion which Ihave preached, and to the time when
that great change took place in my leart, which I bave vften told you is necessary
to salvation ; and I now tell you again, that without this change you cannot, no,
you cannot, see the kingdom of God.

“ And now standing, as I do, on the ridge which separales the two worlds,
fecling what intense happiness or misery the soul is capable of sustaining, judging
of your capacities by my own, and Lelieving that those capacities will be filled to
the very brim with Joy or wretchedness for ever, can it be wondered at that my
heart yearns over you, my children, that you may chovse life and not death ? Is
it to be wondered at that I long tv present every one of you with a full cup of
happiness, and to sce you drink it; that ITlong to have you make the same choice
which I have made, and from which springs all my happines ?

“ A young man just about to Ieave this worldexclaimed, ¢ The bLattle’s fought !
the battle’s fought! the battle’s fought ! bui the victory is lost for ever!” But I
can say, The battle’s fought, and the victory is won ! the victory is won for ever!
Iam going to bathe in an ocean of purity, and benevolence, and happiness to all
cternity. And now, my children, let me bless you; not with the blessing of &
poor, feeble, dying man, but with the blessing of an iafinite Gud.  The grace of
God, and the love of Chyist, and the communion of the IToly Ghost, be with all
and each of vou, for ever and ever. Amen.”

e Fragment Baskes,

A werLn-Licntep Cnarin.—Give me a church brilliantly lighted, if success is
to be the order of the night.  We ave creatures of fecling and sensibility, and ars
influenced by such things in spite of us. A gloomy or chilly house, an unwel-
enme current of air. a creaking door or a window rattling in the wind, I have
known to put preacher and people “ail off the poise within,” eventuating in a
hard and unprofitable time. They are sure to lessun the congregation : sinners,
especially, are not fund of trequenting such an un'aviting place. 1 have known
some preachers to lavgh at such trifles. and to tale no small credit to themselves
for being superior to them; but a trifle more knowledge of human nature, and
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closer observation, would render them more serious matters than they are aware.
Lo« k at the public saloons in cities and villages, how brilliantly lighted and ia-
viting they are ! and how crowded !

Acquaixtaxce wrtn Gop.—Certainly the greatest, the noblest pleasures of
int- rigent creatures must result from their acquaintance with the blessed God,
and their own rational and immortal souls. And oh, how divinely pleasant and
entertaining it is to look into our seuls, when we can find all our power and
passions united and engaged in the pursuit after God, our whole soul lunging and
passionately breathing after a conformity to Ilim, and the full enjuyment of Him!
Verily, no bours pass away with s0 much divine pleasare, as those that are spent
in communion with God and our own hearts, How sweet is a spirit of devotion,
of serivusness, and solemnity ; a spirit of gospe! simplicity, love and tenderness!
Oh, haw desirable and profitable is a spirit of holy watchfulness and godly jealonsy
over ourselves; when our souls are afraid of nothing so much as that we shall zrieve
and offend the blessed God, whom at such times we apprehend, or at least hope,
to be a Father and Friend ; whom we then love and long to please, rather than
to be happy ourselves, or at least we delight to derive our happiness from pleas
ing and glorifying Him. Surely this is a pious temper, worthy of the highest
ambition and clusest pursuit of intelligent creatures.  Oh, how vastly superior is
the pleasure, pence, and satisfaction derived from these frames to that which we
sometimes seek in things impertinent and trifling !—Brainerd.

Trnz Grear Persvaver—~For the rest, if we ceek a reason of the succession
and continuance of this boundless ambition in mortal men, we may add to that
which hath been already said, that the kings aud princes of the world have
always laid before them the actions, but not the ends of those great ones which
preceded them.  They are always transported with the glory of the one, but they
never mind the misery of the other, till they find the experience in themselves.
They neglect the advice of God while they enjoy life, or hope it, but they follow
the counsel of death upon his first approach. 1t is Ife thas puts into man sll the
wisdom of the world without speaking a word, which God, with all the words of
his law, promises, or threats, doth infuse. Death, whieh hateth and destroyeth
man, is believed. God, which bath made him, and loves bim, is always deferred.
I have considered,” saith Solomon, ¢ all the works that are under the sun, and
behold all is vanity and vexation of spirit; ”’— but who believes it till death tells it
us? It was death which, opening the conscience of Charles the Fifth, made him
enjoin his son Philip to restore Navarre ; and King Franeis the First of France, to
command that justice should be done to the murderers of the Protestants in Mer-
indol and Cabrienes, which, till then, he neglected. It is, therefore, death alone
that can suddenly make man to know himself. 1Ile tells the proud and insolent
that they are but abjecis—and humbles them at the instant, makes them cry, com-
plain, and repent; yea, even to hate their fore-passed happiness. Ile takes the
account of the rich, and proves him a beggar, a naked beggar, which bath interest
in nothing but in the gravel that fills his mouth. lle holds a glass before the
eyes of the most beantitul, and makes them see therein their deformity and rot-
tenness—and they acknowledge it. O cloguent, just, and mighty death! whom
none could advise, thou hast persuaded ; what none have dared, thou hast done:
and whom all the world hath flattered, thou only hast cast out of the world, and
despised ; thou hast drawn together all the far stretched greatness, all the pride,
cruclty, and ambition of man, and covered it all over with these two narrow
words : ¢ Hic jacet?’ ”— Sir Walter Raleigh.

-

Axcry Anus—Gotthold was one day occupied with important business, and
deeply abserbed in thought, when his daughter unexpectedly entered the rooin,
bringing & paper stating the case of a poor widow, and soliciting an alms in her
behalf. ~ Lusing his temper, he spoke harshly to the poor girl, and in ill humour,
flung to her the sum she asked. Recollecting himself, bowever, he cried out,
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“Wretched man that T am! Ilow fair the show that my Cliistianity often
resents, to myself at least, and how boldly I venture to say, ¢ Lord Jesus, thou
;nowest all things, thou knowest that I love thee;” and yet, now that my Saviour
has come and craved a mite for this poor widow, as a practical evidence of my
affection for himself, I take offence at him for disturbing my poor thoughts,
though for o short a time and so good a cause! My God, thou invitest me to
come to thee whenever my pleasure leads or my necessities cumpel me; and como
when I may, never is my coming unseasonable or inopportune. Thou hast the
whole world to govern, and yet [ *rouble thee not, though I break in at morning,
noon, or night, and I claim an alms for thy mercy. Iow conceited X must be to
reckon my concerns and thoughts of greater moment than the prayers and sighs
of my fullow Christians ! I now see that sin is rashness, and have good cause
henceforth to give a more gracious reception to the Lord Jesus in his members,
lest in my hour of need he turn his back upon me. God loveth a cheerful giver.
A benefaction to the poor should be like oil, which, when poured from one vessel
into another, flows in silence, with a soft and gentle fall.  An alms reluctantly
bestowed, is like a rose spoiled and discoloured with the fumes of sulphur, like
sanded flour or over-salted meat. Ife who exercises charity with a reluctant
heart or angry words, is like the cow which yields her milk, but overturns the
pail with her foot.— Gotthold’s Emblems.

Love.—We may die without the knowledge of many truths, and be carried to
Abraham’s bosom ; but if we die without love, what would knowledge avail us?
Just as much as it avails the devil and his angels. I will not quarrel with you
shout my opinion ; only see that your heart is right towards God, that you love
the Lord Jesus Christ, that you love your neighbour, walk as your Master walk-
¢d, and I desire no more. I'am sick of mere opinions. I‘am weary to hear them,
my soul loathes their frothy food. UGive me sclid substantial religion; give me
an humble lover of God and man—a man full of mercy and good fruits—a man
hying himself out in works of faith, the patience of hope, the labour of love. Let
my soul be with such Christians wheresoever they are, and whatsoever opinions
they may hold. ¢ He that doeth the will of my Father in Ileaven, the same is
my brother, and my sister, and my mother.”—John Wesley.

A Lirtie Birp’s SerMox To A SERMON-wakER.—I was in the act of kneeling
before the Lord my God, when a little bird, in the lightest, freest humour, came
and perched near my window, and thus preached to me, all the while hopping
sbout from spray to spray: O, thou grave man, look on me, and learn some-
thing, if not the decpest lesson then a true one. Thy God made me, and the like
of me ; ard, if thou can’st conceive it, loves and cares for me. Thow studiest Ilim

| in great problems, which oppress and confound thee; thou losest sight of one-

' half of Ilis ways. Learn to see thy God, not in the great mysteries only, but in

me also. Iis burden on me is light ; 1lis yoke on me is easy; but thou makest
burdens and yokes for thyself which are very grievous to be borne. I advise thee

. oot only to see God in little things; but to see little, cheerful, sportive things in
' God, as well as great, solemn awful things. Things deep as hell and high as heaven

thou considerest over much ; but thou dost not ‘ consider the lilies " sufficiently.
Every priest should put by his robes, &e., &c., sometimes, and go free. If thou
couldst be a lily before God, for at least one hour in the twenty-four, it would do
thee good ;: I mean if thou couldst cease to will and to think, and to be only. Con-
sider the lily is as really from God as thou art, and a {igure of something in HUim,
the like of which should also be in thee. Thou longest to grow ; but the lily
grows without longing—yes, without either thinking or willing, grows, and is
beautiful both to God and man. Think of that.”—JFez. Jokn Pulsford.

. AxGer.—Prayer is ihe great remedy sgainst anger: for it must be supposed it
1s in some degree removed before we pray, and then it is the more likely it will be
finished Lefore the prayer is done. We must lay aside the act of anger as a pre-
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paratory for prayer ; and the curing the habit will be the effect and blessing of
prayer; so that if a man, tv cure his anger, resvlves tu address himself to God 1y
prayer, it i8 first necessary that, by his own observation and diligence, he lay the
anger aside before his prayer can e presented; and if we pray, and so endear-
our ; we have all the blessing of prayer which Gud hath promised to be our sceur-
ity for success. Humility is the must excellent patural cure for anger in the
world ; for he, that by daily considering his own infirmities, makes the error of
his neighbour to be his own case, and remembers that he daily needs Gud's and
his brother’s charity, will not be apt to rage at the {aults of anuvther, greater thau
that which he feels that he is frequeuntly and more incscusally guilly of—
Jeremy Taylor.

Suxpay anp Weekpay Reuictons.—The tides come twice a day ia New York
harbour, but they only come vnce in seven days in God’s harbour of the sanctuary.
They rise on Sunday, but ebb on Monday, and are down and out all the rest of
the week. Men write over their store door, ** Business is business,”” and over the
church door, ¢ Religion is religion,” and they say to veligion, ¢ Never come in
here,” and to business, ¢ Never go in therc.” Let us have no secular things i
the pulpit,” they say;  we get enough of them through the sweck in New York,
There all is stringent and biting selfishness, and knives, and probes, and lancets,
and hurry, and work, and worry. lere we want repose, aud sedatives, and heal-
ing balm. All is prose over there ; here let us have poetry. We want to sing
hymns and to hear about IHeaven and Calvary; in short, we want pure gospel
without any worldly intermixture.” And so they desire to spend a pious, quiet
Sabbath, full of pleasant imaginings and peaceful recollections; but when the
day is gone all is laid aside. They will take by the throut the first debtor whom -
they meet, and exclaim, * Pay me what thou owest. 1Iiis Monday.” And when
the minister ventures to hint to them something about their duty to their fellow-
men, they say, 0, you stick te your preaching. You do nut know how to col-
lect your own debts, and cannot tell what & man may have to dv in his inter-
course with the world.” God’s law is not allowed to go into the week. If the
merchant spies it in his store, he throws it over the counter. If the clerk sees it
in the bank, he kicks it out at the door. If it is found in the street, the mult:
tude pursue it, pelting it with stones, as if it were a wolf escaped from a mena
gerie, and shouting, * Back with you. You have got out of Sunday.” Thereis
no religion in all this. It is mere sentimentalism. Religion belongs to every
day; to the place of business as much as to the church. 1lligh in an ancient bel
fry there is a clock, and once a week the old sexton winds it up; but it has neither
dial-plate nor hands. The pendulum swings, and therc it gues, ticking, ticking, -
day in and day out, unnoticed and useless. What the old clock is, in its dark
chamber, keeping time to itself, but never shewing it, that is the mere sentimen-
tality of religion, high above life, in the region of airy thought; perched up in
the top of Sunday, but without dial or peinter to Jet the week know what o’clock
it is, of time, or of eternity.—JIenry Wurd Beccher.

Taoe Law or Renicrovs Jov.—The happiness which religion confers in the pre-
sent life, comprehends the blessings which it scatters by the way in its march to
immortality. That future condition of being which it ascertains, and for which
its promises and traths are meant to prepare us, is the ultimate end of human
societies, the final scope and uhject of present existence, in comparison of which,
all the revolutions of nations and all the vicisitudes of time are light and transi-
tory. Gudliness has, it is true, the promise of the life that now is, but chiefly of
that which is to come. Other acquisitions may be requisite to make men great,
but be assured the religion of Jesus is alone sufficient to mauke them goud and
happy. Powerful sources of consolation in sorrow, unshaken fortitude amid the
changes and perturbations of the world, humility remote from meanness, and dig-
nity unstained by pride, contentment in every station, passions pure and calm,
with habitual serenity, the full enjuyment of life, undisturbed by the dread of dis-
solution or the fear of an hereafter, ate its invaluable gifts. Lo these enjoyments,
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however, you will necessarily continue strangers, unless you resign yourselves
wholly to its power; for the consolativns of religion are reserved to reward, to
sweeten and to stimulate obedience. Many, withuut renouncing the professivn of
Christianity, withvut formally rejecting its distinguishing doctrines, live in such
an habitual violation of ics luws and contradiction to its spirit, that, conscivus they
have more to fear than to .wpe from its truth, they are never able to cuntemplate
it withont terror. It baunts their imagination instead of tranquilising their
hearts, and hangs with depressing weight on all their enjoyments and pursuits.
Their religion, instead of cumforting them under their troubles, is itself their
greatest trouble, from which they seek refuge in the dissipation and vanity of the
world, until the throbs and tumults of conscience force them back upon religion.
Thus suspended between opposite powers, the sport of contradictory influences,
they are disqualitied for the happiness of both worlds, and neither enjoy the pleas-
ures of sin nor the peace of piety. They forget that it is the very essence of the

religious principle to preside and control, and that it is impossible to serve God
and Mammon.—tobert Hall.

Ereryity.—TFollow only one human soul into eternity ; trace its endless course
through delights which flesh and blood could not sustain; or through torments
which human nature must have supernatural strength to endure ; pursue it along
the course of its eternal progression, and contemplate it making acquisitions in
knowledge, holiness and happiness all but infinite, and leaving behind even the
former attainments of cherubim and seraphim—or forever sinking from gulf to
gulf of misery and despair in the bottomless abyss—and then conceive, if it be pos-
sible, in some tolerable degree, what an event is the salvation of a single scul! And
when you have revolved the comprehension of this mighty and mysterious unit of
a single soul, carry it on to the tens, and hundreds, and thousands, or tens of
thousands of such souls that are hurrying on to eternity, even in the town where
you dwell!  Christians, again I say, abjure these vast ideas, or act more conform-
ably to them. Abandon your belief in these stupendous realities, or at any rate
prove that you are absolved from the obligation of arresting this tide of ruin, and
swelling this stream of salvation, or else be more in earnest in your endeavour to
save souls. You must do one or the other. In your present coadition, with suck
a profession upon your lips, and with such lukewarmness in your zeal, your cor-
duct is the most monstrous inconsistency in the world.—J. 4. James.

Poetrp.

ADVERTISEMENT OF A LOST DAY,

Lost! Lost! Lost! Tost! Lost! Lost!

A gem of countless price,
Cut from the living rock,
And graved in Paradise.
Set round with three times eight
Large diamonds, clear and bright,
And cach with sixty smaller ones,
All changeful as the light.

Lost—where the thoughtless throng,
In fashion’s mazes wind, -

Where trilleth folly’s song,
Leaving a sting behind :

Yet te my hand ’twas given,
.\ golden harp to buy,

Such as the white-robed choir attune
To deathless minstrelsy.

1 feel all search is vain
That gem of countless cost
Can ne’er be mine again:
T offer no reward,
For till these beart-strings sever,
I know that heaven-eutrusted gift,
Is reft away for ever.

But when the sea and land
Like burning scroll have fled,
U see it in His band,
Who jfdgeth quick and dead;
And when of scathe and loss
That man can ne’er repair,
The dread inquiry meets my soul,
What shall it answer there ?

Mgrs. L. H. SiGoURNEY.
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Familp Weaving,

TIE GERMAN EMIGRANT.

It was once iy privilege to have connected with my charge a pious olil man, e
loved to converse on the suhject of experimental religion. Ife had o happy method,
also, of illustrating topics of this nature by incidents helunging to the days of his Luy.
hood, and the early settlement of the churches in the West. [ have heard him relate
many things concerning the ways of God, which, if written out, might be interesting
and profitable to the present generation. The following was one of the remarkable
stories which he told. e spid——

‘«In the days of my boyhood, it was the custom of the people here, in the West, to
live in log cabins. Qur minister was an old man, and when he came to s emd the
night with any of his parishioners, it was his habit to ask the privilege of lying down
at an early hour. When in bed, he would say to the younger members of the family,
<Come, my children, gather round my bed, I am now ready to talk to you,” llc
would then commence with us ou the subject of religion, in the most affectionnte man-
ner, aud tell us interesting stories, designed to iflustrate some important truth. While
thus reelining one night, he gave us the following narrative :—

1 was appointed one spring to attend a meeting of the General Assembly, Travel.
ling one day through the mountains, on my way to Philadelphbia, I passed by a smith's
shop, at the door of which I noticed a man who eyed me very closely. T had not
travelled far from the shop when I heard a horse galloping up bebind me, and turning
in my saddle, I discovered that the rider was the same individual who had scrutinized
me.  When he came opposite my horse, without any ceremony, he suid, “De you s
preacher 27”  Yes, I veplicd, T am. ¢ Then,” said the German stranger, for such
discovered him to be, ““ I be so clad to see you. I been lopg wanting to see a preacher.
I hear there be preachers out at Pittsburgh, aud I bad a mind to go and see one; but
now the Lord has sent me a preacher.  You must go home wit {(with) me, and talk wit
me. Ilives just over the hill dere. I keeps you and your horse well, and won't charge
you. You must come—won’t you?” Taking into view the wildness of the region in
which I was thus accosted, I hesitated & little about the course I shionld pursue; bLut
the day being far spent, the man’s countenance being honest, his whole manner seem.
ingly sincere, and remembering his language, < The Lord has sent me a preacher,” |
turned and went with him. After reaching his home, he gave me the following account
of himself, in simple broken English :—¢ I be born and raised here,” said he, *<in dese
mountains, and for a long time Iliveslike de Ingens, (Indians). I fights, T swears, and
I gets trunk. I never reads the Bible, I never prays, and I never dinks (thinks) auy
ding good. T hears dere was a hell, but I don’t care for it. On Sunday, me and
my brudders wouid go and hunt deers, and turkeys, and coons. I was fiving in dis
way, when one Sunday night we went out to hunt. We did not hunt long before we
saw o coon. It was on a very high tree; we had no gun wit us to shoot him, so |
climbed up de tree to shake him down. I could climb almost so good as de coon, aml
soon got on de limb (branch) where he was; I gave de limb one shake, but justso
goon as you could dink, it broke! and down, down, I comes. I eriwl, Lord have merey
on me ; and so soon s I did dat, I catch a limb wit my bands.  Dere [ hang, hizh up
on de tree, and no limbs under me. I tried to get up on de limb I held wit, and saw
hell under me. I felt, if I let go, T would never stop till I weuld go right down to hell.
I prayed, Lord have mercy on me; and he helped me to get up on de limb I held wit
my hands. I came down from de tree, and just so soon as I came down I fell on de
ground, and had no strength. My brudders helped me home; but I could not sleep
dat night. Oh!T bad such ugly thoughts! I thought, what if dat limb which I caught
wit my bands had broke? de devil would now have me, and I would be burning in
hell. 1 got up in de morning and went to work, but it was not wit me as it used to be.
I could not laugh and swears auy more. Oh! I had such a load here {pointing to his
breast). My brudders thought I was sick, and I was sick too; but dey did not know
it was my sins made me sick. ol felt now I was a stuner—something in my breast dul
not go away; but what could T do? I had never prayed except when hanging ou de
limb of de tree. Ilad no Bible; I had never heard a preacher. I thought I must
get on my horse, and go out to Pittsburgh and see a preacher; but I could not well
leave home. I got a Bible, I thought now I will see what I must do to have my sius
forgiven, and de load taken from my breast; I open de Bible, and read it much, but
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it only make my load heavier. Oh! it make me feel so bad; Iscenothing in de Bible
for me, but hell and destruction, It said, de wicked are turned into hell, dat dare is
no peace to de wicked ; and I know I was wicked. It just pour its curses right on my
head.  Oh! T wasnow so miserable, I thought if de Bible won’t make me happy, what
wilt Tdo? I go now and wander in de woods, and go on my knees behind de trees and
pray ; but it was no praying. I did not want to be where otherpeople was; T did not
like to bear them Inugh; and when dey swear, makes me feel so bad. When my
brudders and me were in de field ploughing, I would go to de other side of de field
from them. T would plough awhile, and den go into de woods and pray; but it was
no praying. My brudders now thought I was crazy—dat de fall on de tree had turned
my head.  1keep on dis way a good while. 1 thought T would die; I eats little, I
sleeps Tittle, I gets =0 poor as a skeleton ; 1 still read de Bible. Though it show me
hell, and seem to burn me up, I thought T must read it; Istill tried to pray, but it was
no praying.  One day1 thought 1 must sorely die, 1 feel so very bad. 1 get de Bible
and read and read; and dare I see Jesus ! I see Jesus standing between me and my
sing. My load den was gone—TI had juy in my heart. Oh! I was so happy; just so
happy as miscrable before. 1 could jump wit joy so high as de fenee! Now I loves
Jesus T loves my Bible: for whenever I see my gins, I sce Jesus standing between
me and dem. I loves to pray. I go, too, and tell my bradders dat T found Jesus—dat
he had taken away my sins; hut dey again thonght I was crazy @ for dey had never
seen dave sins nor Jesus in de Bible. * Since T found peace 1 have heen happy ; but
I have wanted very much to rce a preacher, to talk wit me about Jesus.”

You may readily suppose, my young friends, continued the old preacher, that I
cheerfully talked with him about that precious Saviouy whom he had found so strangely.
Ttried to teach kim move fully the way of salvation, and to confirm him in the faith which
he had embraced.  In the morning I went on my journey with my spirits refreshed,
with the Ulessing tf my German friend, and admiring the riches of grace in Christ
Jesus ouyr Lord.”

MILITARY OFFICERS AND PRAYER-MEETINGS.

Our prayer-meeting was conducted last Sabbath evening by two officers—2Mr.
Stmson, of Stirline Castle, and Majar Conran, of the Bengal Artiltery.

The place of meeting was erowded to exeess; and in the midst of profound still-
ness Major Conran delivered a brief and interesting address, in the course of
which be observed that as conversions were the great ohject of these meetings, he
would deseribe one.

About 30 years ago. a youth, after having become a burder and disgrace to his
re):{ui'lms and friends by his conduct, till no school eould control him, was sent
to India,

e landed there, glad to escape restraint, and gave loose to his passions after
hardening his heart in infidelity, in spite of repeated warnings through escapes
from dangers.

Ile regarded the natives with supreme contempt, and their conversion as hum-
lug, till one day at a public meeting in Culeutta, he heard a Christian native
delighting an audience of the principalinhabitants by his eloquence and Christian
reasoning, and beeoming also acquainted with him and several like him, who
conversed with him regarding his soul’s salvation, and, moreover, being deeply
afflicted by sickness, he found his infidelity untenable, and one day observing a
uative preacher addressing the servants of the house, he became acquainted with
him, and was so struck by bis devotedness in the cause of Christ and his holy life,
that he Jonged to obtain 4 share in the same blessing. For years he enjoyed his
fri~ndship, though a poor catechist supported by his own labours.

. His cunscicnce was thoroughly awakened, but he could not find peace nor de-
liverance from his sing, and in this state he passed years in that land of darkuness
and erime, often wishing he had never been born, and on the borders of despair,
sometimes secking even from the heathen priests a ground of hope for eternity.

Discovering that amongst his own soldiers there was a little despised band 1n
the habit of meeting every night for prayer, &c. {(for in most European regi-
ments they build themselves “ the Soldier’s Chapel,” the crowded barrack being
& seene of iniquity vnfit for communion with God,) he used to attend it, and,
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sinking into a corner, scek comfurt in their simple prayers, and through twenty-
three year’s servico was chiefly indebted for everything connected withthe Cliris.
tian life to such prayer-meetings, often in a tent or natise winple, vr even on the
bare plain ; and at last, through such aid, and commuuoivn with pivus oflicers like
Colunel Wheeler and Colonel Wakefield, &¢., he was enabled tv believe in Jesus
and obtain a victory over his sins.

He was assisted by trying to 2id in Gud's work by assisting others, and for
gome years had great bulduess, preaching to his suldiers, and also to the natives,
and his greatest pleasure still is in finding vut those who, like what he was, may
be assisted by his effurts to find Jesus.

Many were the imminent escapes frumn death he esperienced, and various were
the instruments by whizh God kept him from falling, for after a little progress he
again, by backsliding, was plunged intu misery, yet frum such a perverse nature
did the Lord succeed in producing a willing thuugh weak servant tv do his work,

In thus describing my own pust kistory, I would show the value of prayer
meetings. Ilowever feelle vurs was—often merely two ur three to six or ten—
yet in persevering we often enjoyed a blessing,

Let me urge un you to fullow up these meetings by persvnal appeals to your un-
converted friends, watching uppurtunities.  Where should I have been hiad not
kind Christians svught me vut and watched fur my cunversivn through years of
discuuragement? This is 2 means sometimes felt to Le very powerful, and the
humblest Christian is able todo it. Iluw mauy in our churches are still un-
converted who might be thus saved by fuithful speaking with them about their
souls, and how many in by-ways and hedges we might each invite or “cumpel to
come in ’—DBritish Messenger for October.

Wora-gaTEN PLEsASURE.—May fluwers and morning vapour and summer mist
post nut su fast away as these worm-eaten pleasures which we follow. We Luild
castles in the air, and night-dreams are our daily idols that we dvat on. Salva-
tion, salvativn, is vur ouly necessary thing. Oh, how are we Lereaved of wit to
chase, and hunt, and run, till vur souls Le vat of breath, after a comdemned hap-
iness of our own making '—Rutkerford.

Obituarp.

Mary II., the cldest daughter of the Rev. Iiram Denny, of Suuth Caledon, died
at Salford, vn Sabbath, the 9th ult., at the age of 28 years. She was born in
London, Eagland, and came to Canada with her parents in 1837.  When about
fourteen years of age, she embraced religion, and having found peace in a
Savivur’s luve, united with the Congregational Church at Churchville, in Esques-
ing, then under her father’s pastoral care. Ier subsequent course was one of
consistent aud earnest piety. 1In herthe Bible Suciety, Sunday School and Chris-
tian Missions fuund a faithful and efficient lalorer.  Fur sume years her health
had been gradually declining, but no alurming symptums appearcd uantil a few
days befure her death, and her bereaved parents find cunsolativn in the remem-
brancc that but ten days befure this event she was engaged in visiting the sick
and distributing religious tracts. Iler last illness was severe, but her faith in the
Redeemer was firm, and she fell asleep in hope of a bright and Llessed immor-
tality. In accordance with her last wishes, the funeral sermun was preached by
the Rev. Wm. Ilay, of Scutland, from the words, * Whatsoever thy hand findeth
to do, do it with all thy might.”’— Communicated.



