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Farther, fainter, is echo law; may As-
sembly echoes differ. At Assembly the sub-
jects were many, and the call of each was
“ Forward.” At this distance all seems

sion history, and wakens thrilling mem-
ories of the “Martyr Isle.”

The excellent articles of Principal Grant
and Rev. P. Wright, give vivid pictures of

merged into one deep, insistant voice, the ithe past history of our Church at Home,

echo not merely of Assembly but of the

call from Home and Foreign Field, and of i

the Masters “Go ye,” and that voice cver
deeper, stronger, is Forward, Forward, For-
ward! More work ever calls for doing.

wish it still. But that would mean that
God had ceased speaking to us.
to work and giving means but answerel

giving us a larger share in the world's re-
demption, the hastening of that happy time.

with larger responsibility.
be disappointed?

|

!treasurer a month

! i years.
As a child matures, the parent entrusts ':nore ¢

Shall cur Father .
¢ a 1and preparation of reports for the Assembly.

yand its present condition and life.
. Let not the Record be lost or forgotten,
but read and kept for study.

" Please note that the current ecclesiastical

ryear is but eleven months long. The As-

We sometimes weary of that voice and . i
y :sembly decided that henceforth our church

All cail :years would close on the 3ist of March,
‘instead of the 30th of April, as heretofore.

i

prayers in opening doors, greater honor in,

This means that all church collections wiil
require to be made and in the hands of the
earlier than previous
This is quite easily done, and gives
ime for the adjusting of accounts

t

?ﬁ It is a pity that when generous people are
L !willing to give to mission work, they should
Much has been left out of this issue that imposed upon by mere pretenders. Our
;:idmﬁnded}{ in, ;)lut “ltSl;sllfuu’ well ﬁue‘:;‘?Foreign Mission Secretary has received in-
mead r.'t ussell's all we retreal *”, sy rmation about the character of some such
intensity f.axrly makes the dead DAgeS |persons as has led him to publish the fol-
speak. It is like a trumpet call to battle llowing caution:—
Zni(litv x_cto?lrl.)r tetd i b; r;-tead until its |« Gongregations in Toronto and elsewhere
“fe trealts’ inbreathed, and there will be “Oi:ére being visited by parties unknown to the
S hurch, for the purpose of raising fundas for
Mr. Wilkie's famine picture should fill with imission enterprises, over which fhey them-
tha‘nk§ for bread and with pity for India’s | selves are to have entire control, angd for
Derishing. Mr GOfOl't}lS tale of native {which none of the Boards is responsible.
helpers and their splendid work is pleasing , Will you allow me to say that enquiry
ﬁoutrast to dasts but recent when ouv {should be made before encouraging such
Honan _Band toiled and prayed and suffer- jirresponsible parties, even when they come
ed to“wm entrance Ehere. ) ‘ " certified by distinguished names. Any seck-
. In “Twenty-four Years in Erromanga,” ' ing further information are asked to corres-
Mr. Robertson spans nearly half our mis- "pond with the undersigned, R. P. MACKAY.”
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OUR CHURCH LIFE AND WORK.
THREE GREAT FEATURES OF IT,
By REvV, . WriGcur.

Spiritual Life, Parental
Church Work for the young, are three im-
portant subjects mentioned by Rev. P.
Wright, of Portage la Prairie, in his report

to Assembly on Church Life and Work. ,

Read and think,

The deepening of Spiritual Life and the cx-
hibition of Clristian AMorality by members and
adherents in relation to social and commercial
life.

“It was not expected that definite and form-
ulated proof of spiritual quickening could in
every case be furnished by our Sessions.
Their own honest conviction that there is a
deepening of spiritual life, even though it
has not come “with observation” and has
made little report either to the eye or ear,
should be accepted with gladness. It is
surely something to say with Kingston “in
many places there is felt the earnest yearn-
ing for a true, whole consecration of those
who name the name of Christ.” We can
also fully sympathise with the sentiment
of ITuron, that “The sphere of outward effort
may not fully express the depth and power
of secret prayer or the strength and growth
of vital godliness,”

While replies are cautious, and informa-
tion sparingly furnished, to that part of the
question that bears on spirituality, yet a
few speak decidedly and cheerfully. Picton
speaks of Sessions that “have not been dis-
mayed by this formidable question,” and
cites in proof of a deepening religious life
“increased delight in prayer in the home
and in publie, greater earnestness in Chris-
tian service, etc.” Montrecal says, “a deep-
ening of spiritual life, especially among the
young, is observable; but the reports dis-
tinctly reveal the need of a great revival.”
‘While Glengarry has some Sessions that re-
port “spiritual life deepening among the
young,” it has others that admit that “world-
liness has been getting more and more hold
of their congregations.”  Chatham speaks
hopefully here, and so do a dozen others.
And though no Presbytery ventures to use
the language of exultation when dealing
with this deeply important part of the As-
sembly’s enquiry, yet there is emphatically

an upward tendency, and a growing conform-
ity to the image of Christ.

But when we come to inquire regarding
those more tangible fruits of the Spirit, as

Training and ’embodied in the social and commercial life

i of our people, all hesitation disappears from.
the replies, and Sessions. and Presbyteries
; seem to vie with one another as they speak
in strains of superlative praise. Only a few
quotations can be made room for here, but
let it be borne in mind that they are repre-
sentative, and are given on the principle of
“ex uno disce omnes.” Halifar says, *Many
are beginning to realize more fully that re-
ligion can and must manifest itself in the
daily life,” and again “it is a patent fact
those who violate social laws and commer-
cial integrity are very varely Presbyterians.”
Orangerille: “In every case but one the
Christian morality ranks high,” and again,
“the three great evils of modern society,—
drinking, dancing, and -card-playing,—
are on the decline.” London has about
twenty sessions reporting that “a deepened
spiritual life has exhibited itself in purer.
social life and a higher tone in the commer-
cial life of members and adherents.” DBran-
.don says, “Our members as a \yhole have
been upright and of a high moral character.”
And Westminster illustrates, by profuse quoc-
tations from Session reports, its own Pres-
byterial judgment, “that the Spiritual life
and Christian morality of our people is
speedily attaining a higher level.”

This testimony is cheering and is scarcely
affected by any rebuttal evidence, though
one or two Presbyteries speak with consid-
erable reservation, as Edmonton when it says
“ careful qualification is made even in the
cases that report favorably.” And this
high standard of public and social moralily
must lend a power to the testimony of our
Church that will become irresistible in pro-
portion as it reaches perfection and uni-
versality. The work of the Church is to
manifest the truth. If therefore the truth
be obscured or perverted by the imperfec-
tion of the human medium, to that extent
is the strength of the Church weakened and
her aggressive power 2abated. But where
the spiritual forces in the Church exert
their transforming energy on the souls of
men and are revealed in loyal and conse-
crated lives, then human life is perfected
and crowned. Religion is no more a bur-
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den and a yoke, but an inward and inspiringi Montreal says the reports speak on this

life.

tiration of religious life in the family.

'
‘

“generally in a disappointing tone,” and

'y ~
The discharge of parental duty and the cul- refers to the suggestion of one Session that

the General Assembly should be approached
with the view of preparing a manual of de-

“Here we lay our finger on the weakest " votion for use at family worship.

spot, perhaps, of the whole religious life

Hamilton reports that “only in a few

and experience of our people. From shore | CASes are answers given that reveal a satis-

to shore a wail of sadness rises from de-
serted tamily altars, and from ten thousand

homes vhere altars have never yet been |
and were we to dogmatically as- | vation of religious life in the famlly cail

reared.

| factory state of things, or any improve-
ment;” and sums up the subject thus: “The
discharge of parental duties ,and the cuiti-

sert that family religion can in no sense | for our serious consideration. Parents woe-
exist apart from the formal act of tamily 'fully neglect their duty, and religion in the

worship, then might we shudder as we read
the prophet’s prayer, “Pour out Thy ifury
upon the heathen that know Thee not and
upon the families that call not on Thy
name.”

But the c¢ry arising from these reports
is one of disappointment and not of des-
pair. This beautiful social and public life
that has been held up to our gaze, we in-
stinctively feel, must root itself in much
that is true and pure in private and domes-
ic life. The Master Himself asserts that
“hy their fruits ye shall know them,” and it
holds in the spiritual sphere with all the
force of a natural law, that “whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”

1f, therefore, the outcome of our domestic
life is seen so largely in consistent Chris-
tian conduect, and in an almost universal re-
cognition of a rising tide of spiritual life
arnong -the young, then we infer there must
ke wholsome religious infiuences in most of
our homes, even though they should exist
more in the spirit of devotion than in its
outward act, and more in a winsome exam-
ple than in formal instruction. While we
deplore the comparative rarity of family
worship, and would leave nothing undone
to quicken our peoples’ consciences in this
regard, yet there is very much in the Home
life of our people for which we may well
bless God.

Even the family altar is by no means fall-
ing into desuetude, but is gradually, we
think, becoming more potential and preva-
lent. Sydney says, “the reports concerning
religious life in the family are generally
more than encouraging.” The Sessions of
nrerness “are unanimous in the statement
that family worship is generally observed
morning and evening.”

family is at a low ebb, if these reports are
correct. Time occupied in dealing with this
vital aspect of our work would be well
spent.”

Huron says, “The honest ring about the
answers may be judged from their general
sadness in tone” though even that Pres-
bytery can make some very precious and
cheering quotations.

Maitland reports a “deepening sense of
parental responsibility, an increased desire
for its faithful discharge, and hence a con-
sequent growing observance of the divinely
recognized means of grace.”

Ieegina has a congregation reporting morn-
ing and evening worship as established in
almost every family.

And so the reports run, with many a
friendly sunbeam amid the general gloom,
many a single rose upon a heath where
thistles and thorns abound. And yet we are
encouraged to believe from these reports as
a whole that the gloom is being slowly dis-
persed, and that the light that beams from
Zion Hill is more and more illumining our
home life, carrying with it the promise
of that time when God “instead of the
fathers shall take the children and make
them princes in all the earth.”

It is evident from many of the replies, as
Kingston remarks, *“that, despite unfavor-
able circumstances, the pressure of business,
or the claims of pleasure, it is perfectly
possible to have the home manifestly the
dwelling of the righteous, with every mem-
ber of the family a willing worshipper at
the altar; and what is possible should be
striven for till it become§ actual.”

The helpfulness of Sabbath Schools and
Young People’s Societies.

Here again we have much information of
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a heart-gladdening kind. The wholesome
and helpful influences of ocur Sabbath
Schools, and Young People's Societies, are
invariably spoken of in terms of highest
commendation, and the value of their work
gladly conceded, As other Committees will
deal with these important elements of
Church Life and Work, and present their
conditions and doings to the Assembly, this
Committee needs but to touch lightly onr
those points that are most vitally related
to the spiritual life of our people.

The Sessions were asked in what ways the
Sabbath Schools and Young People’s So-
cieties have been helpful during the past
year in bringing the young tc Christ, and in
quickening the spiritual life of the congre-
gation, Your Committee thought that by
putting the question in this form, Sessions,
in answering it, would be compelled to re-
flect carefully on Sunday School and Chris-
tian Endeavor work in all its bearings and
influences. At all events it was not pre-
pared for the charge of heresy implied in the
Kingston report. After giving a long and
precious list of good things accomplished
by these agencies—a list of the very things
we deem “helpful” both in bringing the
young to Christ and in increasing their loy-
alty to Him—the report adds: “ The end,
however, of such institutions seems, accord-
ing to the question, to be something differ-
ent and higher, namely to bring to Christ,
and in one reply we seem to have the exact
answer desired—' A few from the Sabbath
School have become Christians and joined
the Church.’

Such questions and answers are greatly
to be regretted, for they, perhaps uninten-
tionally, but none the less really, establish
a doctrine regarding the relation of our
children to Christ which both the Scriptures
and the Standards of our Caurch repudiate.”
Your Committee finds in this passage “‘some
things hard to be understood,” for surely
it cannot mean that the glorious work of
“pringing the young to Christ” is so alien

to the scope and functions of our
Sagbbath school workers, that even to
agk if they have Dbeen * helpful” in

doing so, is to incur the charge of “es-
etablishing” a heresy. Except for the word
“few” in the condemned answer above, we
should regard it as worthy to be written

in letters of gold. The goal before every'

his unconverted pupils, and greater likeness
to Christ for all the rest. And as soon as
they “become Christians” the duty of a
public confession should be wisely and ten-
derly urged.

The noble work done by these agencies,
and especially by the Sunday schools, is at-
tested by a great cloud of witnesses.

Truro says: “The young in this way be-
come hetter acquainted with the Word of
God and the Plan of Salvation; most of
those received into the full communion of
the Church come from their ranks.”

The Presbytery of Lanark and Renfrew, in
its summing up of those “helpful ways,”
may be regarded as fittingly voicing the
conclusions of not less than forty other
Presbyteries: “ The ways in which Sabbath
schools and Young People’s Societies have
been most helpful may be summed up under
the following heads—faithful and systema-
tic study of God’s Word; deepening sense
of responsibility; personal dealing; exert-
ing influence in inducing others to attend
service; the cultivation of the missionary
spirit; visiting the sick; friendliness to
strangers; pastors have been greatly helped;
the spiritual life of the congregation in-
creased; while many through these agen-
cies have been turned te a more serious
view of things.”

Guclph Sessions speak warmly of ‘personal
dealing” and unite in thanking God “for the
interest the Sabbath school teachers, and
members of our Young People’s Societies
have shown in such hand-to-hand work.”

There is practically a unanimity of senti-
ment in Presbyterial reports when speak-
ing of Sabbath schools. With regard to the
Christian Endeavor, the praise bestowed,
though generally profuse and cordial, is not
invariably so. A Paris Session says: “We
have not found our Young People’s Society
so helpful during the past year as the
Bible Classes we held, the system of Bible
study in it is not edifying.” One or two
others speak cautiously or doubtfully of the
Christian Endeavor, but the vast majority
represent its work as specially helpful and
inspiring.”

The Spiritual life of the Church depends
upon that of each congregation, and that
again upon the condition of each individual,
so that the practical question is a personal

true Sunday school teacher is Christ for all|one.
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Ghurch Fotes and Hotices.

Pluoase send prompt notices of Calls, Induetions, ete.

|
i
|

CaLLs.

From Rosedale, Man. to Mr. Isaac N.
Guthrie. )

From Kildonan, to Mr. J. H. Cameron, of -
Russell, Man. Accepted. .

From Hyde Park, Ont., to Mr. Wylie, of
Waubaushene. t

From Centre and North Dawn to Mr.
Cowan.

From St. And. Carleton Pla., to Mr. G. A.
Waodside, of Chalk River, accepted, induc- |
tion, 5 August. |

IxnuerroNs.

Mr. E. C. Gallup, ordained and inducted
at S. Edmonton, Alta., 29 June.

Mr. W. M. Reid, into Leaskdale and
Zephyr, 13 July. !

Mr. Archibald Williamson, into Clyde and
Barrington, N.S., 24 June.

Mr. E. Mason, to be ordained and in-
ducted at Douglas, Brandon Pres., 27 July.

Mr. J. W. McIntosh, to be ordained and
inducted at Centreville, 26 August.

Mr. D. J. Graham, ordained and inducted
at White Lake, Ont., 20 July.

RESIGNATIONS.

Mr. J. J. Cochrane, of Sundridge, Ont.
Mr. Wylie, of Waubaushene, Ont.

OBITUARIES.

Rev.John Burton was born in Hailsham,
Sussex, England, 10 Nov., 1834, and came to
Canada early in life. He took his degree
in Arts in McGill University, and his Theo-
logical course at Knox College, Toronto.
He was settled at Lynn, Prescott, and in
Knox Church, Belleville. From 1879 to 1893
he was minister of the Northern Congrega-
tional Church, Toronto, and for the last
three years was settled in the Presbyterian
Congregation at Gravenhurst. He was
taken down with typhoid fever, and after
afvgry brief illness passed away on the 6th
cf July.

Starep CorLECTIONS For THE SCHEMES.

French Evangelization, 4th Sab. July.
Home Missions, 4th Sab. Aug.
Colleges, 3'rd Sab. September.
Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, 3rd Sab. Oct.
Assembly Fund, 3rd Sab. November.
Manitoba College, 3rd Sab. December.
Augmentation Fund, 3rd Sab. January.
Aged and Infirm Min. Fund, 3rd Sab. Feb.
Foreign Missions, 3rd Sab. March.
Directed also, that all congregations and
mission stations to be enjoined to contribute
to the Schemes of the Chureh.

[

11.
13.
13.
14,
15.

46.
41.
48.
49.
50.

S0 NS CUA W

Pressyrery MBETINGS.

Synod of the Maritime Provinces.

. Sydney.
. Inverness.

P.E.I, Charlton., Zlon, 3 August.
Pictou, N. Glasgow, Jas,, 7 Sep., 9.30 p.m.
Wallace, Pugwash, 3 Aug., 11 a.m.

. Truro, Milford, 21 Sep., 11 a.m., bi-mon.
. Halifax, Hx., Chal. Hall, 3 Aug, 10 am.
. Lun. and Shel.

. St. John, St. John, St.A., 19 'Oct.

. Miramichi, Chat., 28 Sept., 10 a.m., stand.

Siunod of Montreal and Ottawa.

Quebec, Richmond, 14 Sep., 5 p.m.
Montreal, Mon., Knox, 21’ Sep.. 10 a.m.
Glengarry, Alexandria, 13 July, 11.30 a.m.
Ottawa,., Otta., Bank St., 3 Aug, 1V vm.
Lan. Ren.. Carl. Pl, Zion, 15 Sep., 10.30

a.m.

5 Brockville,

Synod of Toronto and Kingston

. Kingston, Kingst.. St A., 21 'Sept., 2 p.m.
. Peterboro, Pt. Hope, Mill St., 21 Sept.
. Whitby, Bowmanville,St.P. 20July.,10a.m.
. Lindsay, Fen. Walls, 21 Sept,, 11 am.
., Toronto, Tor.. Knox, 1 Tu ev. mo.

. Orangeville, Orange., 13 July, 10.30 a.m.
. Barrie, Elmvale, 28 Sep.

. Algoma, Sault St. Marie, 22 Sep., 7.30 p.m.
. Owen Sd., 0. Sd., Knox., 27 July, 10 a.m.
. Saugeen, Harrison, 13 July, 10 am.

. Guelph, Guelph, St. And., 20 July, 10 a.m.

Synod of Hamilton and London.

. Hamilton, Ham., Knox, 20 July.

. Paris, Woodstk., Knox, 21 Sep., 11 a.m.
. London, Lon., 1st
1. Cbatham, Chatm., 1st, 13 July, 10.30 a.m,
. Stratford, Strat., Knox, 14 Sep., 10.30a.m.
. Huron, Clinton, 14 Sep., 10.30 a.m.

. Maitland, Wingham, 21 Sep., 10 a.m.

. Bruce, Paisley, 13 July, 10 a.m.

. Sarnia, Sarnia, St And., 13 July, 11 a.m.

2nd Tu. Sep.. 11 a.m.

Synod of Manitaba and the North West.

Superior, Keewatin, 8 Sep., 2 p.m.

. Win., Man. Coll,, 2 Tu. Sep., bi-mon.

. Rock Lake, Miami, 13 July, 8 p.m.

. Glenboro, Treherne, 13 July, 3 p.m.

. Portage la P., P. la P., 15 Sep., 7.30 p.n.
. Brandon, Brandon, 13 July, 10 a.m.

. Minnedosa, Birtle, 6 July, § p.m.

. Melita, Carnduff, 6 July.

. Regina, Indian Head, 14 Juiy.

Synod of British Columbia.

Calgary, Lethbridge, Alberta, 3 Sep.
Jtdmonton, S. Edmonton, 7 Sep., 10 a.m,
Kamloops, Enderby, 7 Sep., 1030 a.m.
Westminster, Vaner., St. A., 2 p.m.
Victoria.
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Our n’ﬁﬂi’l}i}]ll ﬁisﬁimls, | speech is Christ being set forth as the great

: need of India.
SHALL WE RETREAT.

Tue Maxy Orex Doors.
BY Reev. Noruax H. RusskLL. .Time was when we prayed for openings,
This is the real question that faces our| while our missionaries struggled for a foot-
Church in regard to her work in Central,K hold. The long contest«in Indore, Mr.
India. Or to forego metaphors: are we to| Campbell living for months through the
shirk our responsibility, neglect divine com-  most inclement season, in a native house in
mands, and break our contract to evangelise ; the heart of a native city, that he might
Central India? j win a way for the Gospel. Dr. Buchanan’s
When the Church entered on this work | weary struggle for land in Ujjain.
twenty years ago she did it deliberately, Now all this is changed. Our prayers
prayerfully, and, as we believe, under Divine | 1ave been heard and more doors have bheen
guidance. opened than even double our number could
It was begun in the face of many difii-, énter and occupy. Nor have these openings
culties—open opposition from native rulers, K béen made in any uncertain way. Native
a freezing coldness from the British officials, | F¥inces and native ministers have invited
and stolid indifference on the part of the, Us to begin work in their States and Cap-
people. These difficulties were as walls of | ials.
brass, but they were met and overcome by, NOt only have we open doors, but open
the faith and prayers of the whole Church., €ars. Never perhaps in the history of our
By these prayers also new stations were | work in Central India have we had such a
opened and men and women found to man Feady hearing as during the past year.
them. Step by step has this advance been|One example will suffice.
made, prayerfully and deliberately, till now, The first time we went to Maheshwar, a
we, as a Church, occupy a territory extend- large and important town on the Nerbudda,
ing over the larger half of Central India, We were refused a hearing, insulted on the
and comprising a population roughly esti-, Streets, and even our lives threatened, the
mated at about six millions of souls. | olice mot only refusing help, but abetting
This territory has been occupied by uSlour assailants. This year we gathered in
in such a way that no other body has offer- the same town, on the market square, and
ed to enter in nor could they, without in- it front of the police barracks, a crowd of
fringing on those principles of comity which,one thousand people, who listened for over
have beeome the unwritten law of mission | @n hour to the preaching of the Gospel.
work the world over. So that by the united | Nor should we forget another fact. While
Protestant churches of the world we are; We nNeglect the opportunities offered in the
recognized as in possession of and respon- | condition of the people and the open doors,
sible for the Evangelization of this terri-.the forces opposing Christianity are not
tory. "idle. Different movements for the renova-
But our responsibility is not measured by, tion of Hinduism, all the more subtle be-
our occupation alone, it has ten times in-, cause they appear in Christian dress, were
creased by our twenty years of labor. Cen-, heéver more active than they are to-day.
tral Indja is not what it was when we en- Their preachers follow us into the bazaars
tered it, nor if we withdrew to-day could  and villages, and their tracts and bonks are
we leave it as we found it. We have for, Scattered broadcast throughout the land.
these twenty years been conducting a cru-, God’s voice, in this important crisis in
sade against Hinduism which has resulted , Our mission’s history, has been most clearly
in the unsettling of the faith of many . given in the signal success which has mark-
thousands in their religion. These thou-.ed our latest efforts at advance—the open-
sands, including probably a large proportion ing of Dhar and work among.the Bheels.
of the educated classes, are in a state of Concerning the former the testimony of an
unrest for which they blame—and can we, lndian paper was “ The opening of Dhar
say wrongly—our Church’s missionaries, . Was phenominal. Few such rgoqrds can he
Again and again we are met with the re-.shown in the hjstpry of missions. Sites
bule, “you tell us enough to destroy our . Were granted, buildings started, and almost
faith in Hinduism, but you do not tell us , every branch of the work egtabhshed, th‘n‘m
enough to enable us to understand Chris- Six weeks of the first arrival of the mis-
tianity.” sionary in the station.” Concerning _t‘he
AMoreover, this very state of unrest is latter it is the expectation of both mission-
our opportunity. We have long been pray- aries and officials that it shall be th-: pri-
ing that indifference should be broken down. vilege of some future historian to chronicle
This is our answer. These many thousands an experience even more unparalleled in the
are being prepared for something higher history of missions in India. .
and better, the gospel of Christianity. Open doors, open ears, the condition of
Nor are evidences wanting that many of the penple, the encouragement of God, all
them feel the only hope of India to be! point forward. The command to advance
Jesus Christ; again and again both in the is as plainly written on the circumstances
native press and in public and private of our Indian mission to-day as though it
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wera trumpeted by a voice from heaven. 'the Church rally with her means, let the
What then has been the answer of thei tottering standard be again firmly planted,
Church to this crisis? Last year when cur let the already broken breastwork of the
hearts were full with the blessedness of an- enemy he scaled, and by the grace of God
swered prayer and Hope for the future, and in His strength the victory is ours,
word came to us to “retrench,” that we must’
cut down expenses 25 per cent. This meant
not only the frustration of our hopes for! i
advancement, but th. closing of suma of' 4 Vivip Proture Y REV. J. WILKIE,
the work alreidy begun. The staff had to’ Our missionary, Mr. Wilkie, writing about
be reduced, schools crippled or closed, and the first of June, of a trip through the
some of the native preachers dismissed. famine district, some 200 miles north-east
The missionaries and native Christiang of our Central Indian mission, tells of sad
care to the rescue and saved all they could, | scenes:—
the latter giving nobly, in spite of famine' The scenes were over again those des-
having doubled prices. We hoped that it:cribed in my former trip. In going along
would be only for a year, and that the:the main road of the town a man was seen
Church would come to our aid and redeem . lying dead, and every morning 10 or 11
the lost ground. t men were picked up dead. Not a hundred
What, then, was our disappointment to| yards from the Rest House and in the heart
receive word this year that there must be alof the town one of the Christians found a

GLIMPSH#S OF FAMINE IN INDIA.

further retreat, more schools closed, more!
preachers dismissed. Nothing could be!
more discouraging than the sad news re-!
ceived weekly from the field of the results)
of this renewed order to retrench. |

Nor is this all, the Committee tell us that!
unless a vigorous effort is made the calam-!
jtous alternative will have to be pre-!
sented to the Church of recalling some of her|
missionaries.

Can it be that the Church realizes the
fatal step she is taking in thus retreating|
from her God-given duties, fatal not only|
to the work abroad but also to the Church’s|
life at hoine.

Can we afford to refreat? 4Ave the men|
and means that have been invested in Cen-|
tral India to be lost? Has the blood of/
those martyrs, Mr. and Mrs. Murray, Mr.
Builder and Miss Harris been shed in vain?
Have the health and strength of many!
others been given to India for naught? And}
are we, in the face of these open 400TS, |
these crowds of eager listeners, these many
enquirers ripening to harvest, to lower
the standard of Christ and sound a retreat?

Dare we, as a Christian Church, retreat ?
We have plied the axe for twenty years to
the roots of Hinduism, the old tree is tot-
tering to its fall. There is not a district
in our field where Hinduism has not been
shaken and where its ranks have not been
broken. For that shaken faith, for those
broken ranks, we are responsible. 1 say
again, dare we retreat? “There is a tide
in the affairs of men.” The flood of Iudia’s
tide is now. Never were the deoors so open,
never hearts so responsive, never opportu-
nities so vast, so pregnant of possibility
for the advancement of the Kingdom.

“ Desaix never taught me a retreat,”
said the drummer boy to his commander,
“put I can beat a charge that will make the
dead fall into line.” And over dead and
wounded, over fallen guns and broken gun
carriages, he led the way to victory. Let
us unlearn that word retreat. Our Captain

by a thousand signs sounds a charge. Let

woman and child—the last of a family of
six that about two weeks before had come
there — apparently dying, who had not tast-
ed food or water for three days. The moth-
€r we succeeded in bringing round, but the
baby died the next day. In going through
the town thousands were to be met with
hunting in the dust heaps and garbage for
any stray grain or refuse that could stave
off the terrible craving for food.

About a year and a half ago the British
officers there started a subscription and
opened a Relief Camp, where about 500
were daily fed. All this time the native
officials knew of no famine. When the
number coming for relief became too great,
Col. Masters brought the matter to the
notice of Maliarajah Scindia, who at once
gave Rs.75,000 for this purpose, ordered Re-
lif Camps to be opened and all arrange-
ments to be made for the relief of the suf-
ferers; but he had to depend on his native
assistants, and so his good intentions were
by no means properly carried out.

Those able to come, get help that will
tend to prolong life; but those not able to
come are dying by thousands all over that
sad country. Col. Masters, of the C. L.
Horse, has ordered his cavalrymen to patrol
the roads leading into Coona and to bring
in all not able io go further, and so now the
native police have been led to make a simi-
lar move on a small scale, but not at all on
the scale needed to meet the difficulty.

The Relief Camp at Coona consists of an
enclosure about 300 yards square, surround-
ed by a rough hedge of dried thorns. On
one side are a number of huts made of
grass, open at both ends and in shape like
a triangle. Their condition must be a very
trying one in the rains, and there is sure
to be a heavy mortality. Each is supposed
to get twice a day enough to keep life in;
but in many cases it is just prolonged mis-
ery till death does its work.

In the Relief Camps several things strike
one:—

1st. What a large proportion are of the
professional begging class and how few of
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the poor villagers. It is not hard to dis-
tinguish between the impudent, brazen-face
and long drawn-out whine of the profes-
sional, and the hopeless, silent, sad look
of the poor villager.

2nd. How few of the boys and girls of
from 10 to 18 are to be seen there. 1 did
not see one single girl between these ages.
When you know that girls are constantly
being shipped from there by the Hindu and
Mohammedan residents of Agra and Delhi
it is easily understood.

3rd. How much more wasted arc the wo-
men than the men and the children than
either., The weakest go to the wall first,
and one of the sad features of the famine

It is said that the Government of the
Central Provinces is about to close their
orphanages. The Hindus and Mohamme-
dans will be given the first choice, but the
missionaries do not expect them to do much,
and so it is probable that all the mission-
aries will have large numbers of children -
offered to them. I am glad the friends at
home have subsecribed so liberally that we
shall be able to bear our share when oppor-
tunity presents itself. What grand possi-
bilities are involved in it?

The famine is going to be a very powerful
agent to overthrow Hinduism. Children in
thousands are being taken out of that fold;
the love and sympathy of Christians is

is the way it destroys in so many all human | Strikingly made manifest and contrasted

feelings and relations.

with the inhuman conduct of so many of

The Maharajah had forbidden the removal the old religions; caste distinctions are be-

of any children from the Relief Camps and

ing in many cases destroyed—for though

his officials tried to hinder us from taking | Some will ratper die than eat what to them
them even when found outside; but to this|IS unclean, in a far greater number the
we paid no attention and gathered together | craving for food overcomes all prejudices

and considerations; and in uot a few cases

in a few days 32 ;
One blind boy came to us oue day, and | they ave led to think about God and eter-
after his first good meal begged to be al-| Rity with an earnestness not before seen.

lowed to go to hunt for his sister. About
noon the next day he came back in triumr{h
leading the wee tot of about three. Their
history was the history of many others.
Father and mother with their two children
left their home for Coona, when all at home
was eaten. The parents both died and left
these two to battle a little longer. They
had become separated, and so for a whole
day the wee girlie of about three had man-
aged for herself. Had we not found them
in all probability in a few days more the’y
would have afforded a meal for the jackal’s
that to-day are enjoying a rich harvest.
Two of our Christians have gone back again
and will, I hope, bring back a larger number.

We were forced to leave sooner than we
intended on account of the interference of
the vile characters that wp.tched for a
chance to get hold of our girls—some of

whom were over ten years old. Women |

would complain to the officials that we had
carried away their children, and only wlgen
there was no doubt of it would they give
up their howling and lying. The_so-called
Holy men tried to frighten the children by
saying we were appointed by the Govern-
ment to gather these childréen that they

might be made a sacrifice to the Queen this)

May Christians be worthy of the oppor-
tunity.

——

NATIVE PREACHERS IN HONAN,

LETTER FrROM REV. J. GOFORTIL.

Chang Te IMy, Honan, May, 1897.

Dear Mr. Scott. :

I enclose you the translation of a letter
written by Mr. Wang. It gives an account
of several days’ preaching by Mr. Wang
and Ho I. 'The letter runs as follows:

To the South-East of this city, about
twenty-five 1i (8 miles, Ed.), there is a vil-
lage of three hundred families, called Kuan
Chuang. Nearly two-thirds of the people
belong to the Sheng-ti sect, a holy sect
among the Buddhists.

In the village there is a man named Wang
I, who owns three hundred acres of land.
He has for some time believi.d in the Lord
and rejoices greatly. He said that God has
heard his prayers and granted him many
favors.

He has also persuaded the leader of the
sect, 2 man named Wang Yung, as well as an-
other man named Chou Kun, to believe in

year; or that a number of children were)the Lord. Chou Kun is the owner of over
needed to put under a new railway bridge; | one hundred acres of land.

and when we stopped on a railway bridge|
on our journey here the children began cry-| was held in the village.

While we were there the annual theatrical
Ho I and I preach-

ing out with fear as they supposed we hadjed the gospel right in front of the theatre

stopped to throw them over.

It was so hot that T could not do much,and seemed unwilling to go away.
except in the morping and evening, but Ianodded assent, saying,

| platform. A great number of men heard

They
“This doctrine is

had with me two of our new Christians,|true.” Besides, there were four women whao’
who agreeably surprised me by their faith-listened for a long time, not even once turn-
ful, patient, kind care of these poor children | ing their faces in the direction of the play.
—a marked contrast to the inhuman con-|This surprised me greatly.

duct of the Hindus and Mohammedans about| In the evening some came to us saying,
them. "‘We believe this doctrine you have preach-
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ed. Please tell us more.” Then Ho I be-!
gan at the 13th verse of the 15th chapter;
of Matt.: “Every plant, etc,” and talked for
about two hours. f{ also exhorted them to
forsake the false and erabrace the true and
they would certainly be saved.

Our hearers, who Xkept on increasing,
heard the Word with great gladness, but
when it grew late Wang I requested all to
geparate to their homes that we might rest.

After all were gone, I closed the door and
went to bed and was just asleep when Wang
I knocked at the door, saying, “ [ want to
come back and have prayer with you.” A
little later Wang Yung also returned and
said that he too wanted to have prayer
with us. We were pleased beyond measure
and with our whole hearts thanked God.

On the afternoon of Wednesday a woman
named Sung came and invited us to 3o to
ker home and preach the gospel. Ho I
went and preached twice and was invited to
have supper with the family.

There are three named Sung who are in- |
terested. They are sisters, and in the Bud-
dhist sect were regarded as the most zealous'
devotees, They are vegetarians and for the
last fifty years have kept a lamp ever burn--
ing before the household gods as well as!
offering up the usual offering. In vain:
have they spent much money. |

As they listened to the gospel they be-:
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t Thi. letter is for the leaders of the
church in Canada, that they may pray for
the people of Kuan Chuang, besides the
thousands of others who in Chang Te Fu
and neighbouring villages, belong to the
same sect.
A DBrother,
Wang Feug «Jo.

Mr. Goforth continues:—

The work in Kuan Chuang was started by
the Christians in some cf the neighboring
villages.

One of these Christians pitied Liang
Chian Yu, whose name is mentioned above,
Liang was then an opium sot and gambler,
but this Christian brought him here and

. kept him here at his own expense while he

broke coff opium.

We all admired the Christ-like spirit
shown by Mr. Hsiao in eating with and
sleeping with him while he kept Liang
from opium, but we did not think that he
had any result for his pains. He didn’t
seem to have learned much nor did it seem
certain that he had left off opium. He
seemed such an unpromising case that we
advised him to go home.

But it seems that we were mistaken.
He went home a changed man. We could
not notice the change but his own family
and neighbours could. He scarcely opened

came convinced that the idols were false; his mouth while here, but he went back and
and suddenly getting up they blew out the' testified in his native village. He had the
lamp that had not been out for fifty years,! reputation of being the worst man in the
at the same time saying, “We now know, neighborhood, but now the transforma-
that this is false and will no longer burn tion was so striking that many were con-
incense and be a vegetarian. They believed  vinced that the evil stories circulated about
-in God and learned to pray. {us could not be true.

There was also another one, a poor man., When Mr. Wang and Mr. Ho went there
pamed I Pang-Tzu. His mother, who is' to preach, Liang Chian Yu’s people received
over sixty, invited us twice to go to ber them in a most friendly fashion and all
home to preach, and in the evening pre- vied with each other in waiting on them.
pared supper for us. These interested ones; Fis father, an old man of about eighty,
had all been in the Sheng-Te sect. said, “I know that your God is true be-

It has been the custom in the village.  cause he has saved my boy. He has squan-
after the annual theatrical, for all to meet dered more than one hundred acres of land,
and appoint some one to manage it for the . but I don't think of that now when I see
following year. This year they met for;him so changed.”
three days but came to no agreement., Liang's son, when asked if he believed
Wang I said “1 won’t manage it. Let the in the gospel, replied, “ How can I help
god of war, if he has the power, destroy | believing when I see the change wrought
me and our family of twenty persons, but|in my father?”
we won’t help to give him another theatri-, Ore family in the village that was much
cal.” The others said, “Well, if Wang I opposed to Christianity sent one of its mem-
won’t manage the theatrical, much less will, bers here to the city to see and hear for
we.” This indeed is the grace of God. himself, so that all might be convinced

Wang I says he hopes to persuade many  whether the doctrine was true or false.
families during this year to embrace Chris- He stayed here for a couple of days with
tianity. Wang Yung, the leader of the sect,, Wang Mei, his brother-in-law, one of our
said that he had four hundred disciples and | most hopeful Christians. We have heard
hoped to lead many of them to trust in the| that since going home he has openly de-
Lord. I Pang-Tzu and Liang Chuen Yu said clared to the villagers that all that we say
“vwe fear not reproach and will certainly {and do is right.
testify for the Lord.” There are many in Since commencing to write this letter,
the village who imitate Nichodemus; neier-' Wang Yung, the leader of the sect, and
theless, there is great hope of the church another enquirer have come to see me.
in that place. For their sakes let us re-  They secm enthusiastic over what God is
roember Phil 1: 3, 4. going to do for the people of their aistrict.
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TWENTY-FOUR YEARS ON l'l Butt ]althm;gh a greatti] and ha.%)py change
' has taken place since the seventies here, O
ERROMANGA. ‘how often we have had too abundant proof
By Rev. M. A. ROBERTSON. of the truthfulness of one of Mr. Copeland’s
' terse sayings in writing tous soon after our
Twenty-four years! How easily spoken! ' settlement :—‘ Heathenism is bred in the
How short seems the time since that last.bone and hard to extract.” And yet we do
winter which our three New Hebrides mis-!not observe amongst the generation born
sionaries, Mackenzie, Annand and Robert-|in the midst of Christian surroundings that
son, spent in the Presbyterian College,' quiet, child-like Christian trust and beauti-
Halifax! IHHow short since the following: ful simplicity of Christian character that
spring when they went away! But how appeared always so strong in many of the
long if we measure all that it means to live gld converts direct from their long night
and labor among the Leathen! ,of heathen ecruelty and darkness. Such
; Were some of those brought in under the
devoted labors of the sainted Gordons, Mc-
{Nair and others, some who came in during
i our first ten years’ toil here—men like the
, line of chiefs—all brothers—in Cook’s Bay;
~all long since gone to their Saviour, whom
{ they so fondly loved and served.
I

| pet4ISSION
Y ') Py ATy

Visrrariox,

. In July we visited some of the Northern
“districts and in September and October I
" visited (altogether on foot) all the South
,and S.E. parts of the island. In December,
January and February, I visited frequently
“all the districts, and held services in all the
"school houses in and around Cook's Bay
rand Portinia Bay, and in August of this
year I hope to overtake the Northern dis-
tricts, which we had arranged to visit in
the month of Junuary, but the heavy rains
prevented us. On the 23rd November last
we went to Port Narevin, our East Central
station, and I remained there until the 11th
March, when we returned to Dillon’s Bay..
"Jater, I crossed over the mountains to Port
'Narevin to complete some repairs. 1 re-
“mained three weeks and as the weather was
exceedingly wet and I worked very hard
in order to get home and to my work at
Dillon's Bay, I brought on a slight attack
. of fever, the first for five years.

.3- K
gt &
e

i Cr.assgs.
Island of Erromanga. : i
T have taught a Bible Class every Sunday

Mr. Robertson reports to the New Heb- «ffernoon when at home, while Mrs, Robert-

rides Mission Synoud of the past year on
Erromanga as follows :—

This report of our work, etc., on this:
island makes the twenty-fourth since our,
settlement, June 27th, 1872—a day which.
Mr. and Mrs. Milne, Mr. Watt and Mr. and

sun and Ncllle taught in the general Sun-

_day-school.

Our daughter Nellic assisted the teacher
and his wife at Dillon’s Bay up to the time
we  went round to Port Narevin, in the class.
vided for children. This was held in the

Mrs. Macdonald remember well, and which | forenoons, four days in the week. As soon as
we ourselves will never forget. , we got settled at Port Narevin, Nellie began
I need not point out to the older members  a class for boys and girls gathered in from
of the Synod the great and blessed clmnge!the surrounding districts and a few e¢ven
that has taken place on this island sinco’ from the south end of the island. There
that, to us, memorable day; and from mis-; were 35 children. Both girls and boys at-
sion books, addresses, as well as from their ; tended very regularly. Very few of them
own knowledge of the various foreign mis- could read and several did not even know
sion fields, the younger members of Synod, the letters except by rote.
must have a good idea of the dark state of  This class was continued until within a
Erromanga at the time of our settlement; week of our leaving, except onc full week
and for years afterwards. {of holiday at Christmas, and as it was.
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tanght with regularity and durmg five fore-
noons each week and the children were be-:
ginning to like it and to improve, we were
all sorry when we had to break it up in
order to return home.

Xuas GarneriNe,

On Xmas day we had a large gathering
of people from nearly all parts of the island.
The Port Narevin people and the villagers:
near gave the native food, and we supplied
the European food. We had some games in
the afterncoa and fireworks at night, and
closed with three cheers for the Queen and
indeed for almost everybody else.

ETC.
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Snm)ex‘ was dispensed, for the first time,
at South River, Unepang; for long, as most
of the brethren know, the most savage and
determined stronghold of heathenism on
the entire island. The very name, “Une-
pang,” struck terror into the hearts of the
people in and around Dillons’ Bay.

It was not till November, 1889, I dare
visit that district, and ever after I had a
longing to sece the day when 1 might be
privileged of God to disp¢nse the Supper >f
their Saviour and mine to that people in
their own district and to join with them
and their once deadly foes, in remembering
death for us all

Rev. H. A. Robertson and a party of Natives.

a most enjoyable day and seemed to cheer
the whole gathering of people and to ¢
good.

I took advantage of this gathering to
have several meetings with the teachers and
leading old men 'md to submit and talk over
my plans for 1897, and to arrange about
visitation and holding the Sacrament at
Elizabeth Bay in July. We also gave a
little feast and a few garments to the chil-
dren at breaking up their class both at
Dillon’s Bay and Port Narevia.

Tug Fiest Commuxiox 1x A Hearuex DistricT-

On the 25th September, 1896, the Lord's

Well. that longing and prayer has now
been gratified. A large number of infants
and little children and a few adulls were
baptised on that Communion morning.

Tre Queessnaxn Lanor Trarric.

We suffered from the labor trafiic very
much last year, especially by the action of
those in two vessels in September and Oc-
tober, which carried away from Cool’s Bay
and Portinia Bay alone 31 people, including
threc women; leaving Port Narevin with
just three young men, and clearing out
altogether the scholars of one small school
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1
where the teacher has only been two years.
settled.

Not one of those taken from me was a
heathen and fully one-half were church
members, and among the latter there went,
away the young chief of Port Narevin,®
leaving his wife and child.

In 1895 we spent some time at that sta-
tion and had gathered in a good number
of young people to school, and we were en-
couraged by their interest in gaining more
knowledge and we had also left the _stauonl
and everything tidy and the church in good
repair and looked forward to teaching a
large class of those same young men again
when we should go there (as we did) in the
end of 1896. .

But fancy my sorrow when I arrived
there., as I was returning home to Dillon’s
Bay by the way of East frum the Sacrament
in October, tu find nearly all the young men
taken away by those two vessels; one
school clused and everything almost as glis—
couraging and dreary as it was possible
to be. ‘

Immediately on arriving there again with,
my tamily in the end of November last, 1
visited, by arrangement, the districts within
Cook’s Bay, from one of which schoouls all
the yvuung men were taken, and managed to
get the people of the three districts to plant
their scheol houses in such a way that two
teachers might do all the work the three
were formerly doing.

Many of the captains and Queensland gov-
ernment agents have been most kind and
obliging to us persunally, and we have always
shews all the kindness in vur power to them;
hut the traffic itself has been a greal injury to
Erromanga, in that it has, year after year,
taken away nearly every young lad just
when ne 1s beginning to shuw some advance
in lus education, or becoming helpful to.
his parents, or, as in many cases, able to,
return a little of the great care of his poor,
old, widowed mother, who for years carried
him on her side as she dug and planted
that he might eat and live.

This traffic, too. has all along been the,
most powerful factor in the decreasing of.
the population of this island; a more potent
cause of that decrease than all other causes
put together, however much some or ail of
these lesser causes may have hastened the
decay of the race. i

I sometimes feel that much of my time:
is wasted in trying to do anything for the
vouth of Erromanga, so long as this Queens-
land traffic, which is by far the very best,
of all the labor traffics in these seas, is;
allowed to continue. i

Any young man guilty of some grave
offence and whom the chiefs desire to re-!
prove or punish, is soon found out by some
Iahor vessel, or he goes to the boat and mex
chief< must not interfere if the young man,
wishes to go himself. Can anything be,
more unjust and oppressive to any race of,

Teople, civilized or uncivilized. than this?;‘
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it is equally degrading to the injured people
and to the entire colony of Queensland.

A Murperer axp ms Fave.

On the night of Sabbath, September
25th, while the teachers and people were
nearly all at the Sacrament, a man, after
travelling some miles, went to the door of
his brother’s hut and shot him dead.

He then entered another hut belonging
to his brother, stole his gun and some pcw-
der and tobacco and took to the bush. The
murderer was a heathen, but frequently at-
tended church and lived with Lifu Ukina,
who is a teacher, and with whom he came
to Dillon’s Bay about two months previous
to the murder,

As this outlaw was at large the people
were not a little anxious least he should
shoot sume of themselves, as he had tried
after the murder to steal a young girl at
midnight and had only fled when she began
to scream, and had been tracked to planta-
tions from which he carried off food at
night.

The murderer, who had a wife of his
own, next threatened the life of his own
chief and of two elders unless he got this
girl whom he tried to steal, and he had
artually followed Tkina for a whole day.
He next entered his chief’s premises, fired
upon but failed to shoot him. He then
rushed upon him with his battle axe and
struck him in the side. The chief, in re-

"turning the blow, while he cut his enemy in

the shoulder blade, Liruoke his axe handle
over his shoulder. The murderer now had
the chief, as he said, in his power, fur again
rushing forward he said. *“* Now I've got you,
vour axe handle is ULroken,” but in the
struggle the chief took the axe from him
and was about to strike, then said, “No, 1
won't kill you. You have wounded me and
I have in turn wounded you, g, to your
home.”

He did so, and while his wound was being
washed by a friend, two of the chief's young
men. finding their chief bleeding and think-
ing him mortally wounded, rushed on to the
other man’s premises. ordered the man who
was washing his wounds. to stand to one
side, and immediately shot him dead.

This murderer had a few years ago toma-
hawked his own sister. She was not a good
woman. but there are hundreds now in the
New Hebides, guilty as she was, but have
not been punished so dreadfully as she.

Maxvan Lanor.

All New Hebridean missionaries have far
oo much of it to do to require any one man
to tell them how incessant and wearing
this form of enforced labor is in this rough
mission field where there is no division of
lahor and where the moisture is so great
that gates, thatching and all outside work
stand only for a very Ulrief period.
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We repaired much, thatched a good
many bunaings, and besides all the neces-
sary roadmaking and clearing, we prepared
and shipped to Glasgow 3,000 lbs of arrow-
rcot.

My old boat, given me by my church and
the Pictou Kirk in 1878 at a cost of £50, was
much damaged by M. and the natives in

boating copra and oranges while we were,
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teachers. Some even said they would Z0
back to heathepism and others threatened
to leave in labor vessels and so on, and as
my special plan was a Sunday collection in
the fxfternoon many stayed away from that
service.

But Yomot, Usuo, and some other good
men stood by me, and we began at Port
Narevin and Dillon’s Bay in May and June

absent in Sydney, and would not float when {to take up a collection at the Sunday after-
I tried to go off to the steamer to bring the:noon service, and I sent to Dr. Cosh in
missionaries on shore, as they were on the; Australia for £5 in pennies and threcpenny
way to Synod last year. t pieces that the people might get small

With the help of Awang I spent a fort-;change. Since then we have got £30 in

night repairing her and put four new planks; cash altogether from those two leading sta-
and a number of timbers in her, and so!tions and from other district schools that
well did we succeed in these extensive re-j have heen taking up this Sunday collection

pairs, that it now takes three of the crew |towards the support of teachers.

Of this

Christians of Dillon’s Bay, Erromanga, and two Native Helpers.

constantly bailing her out, to keep the
other three from drowning.

CONTRIRUTIONS.

amount Port Narevin gave £12 10s 0d., and
Dillon’s Bay £11 4s 0d.

Anxious to come to the help of my church
and knowing my people, outside the teach-

In May last and again in September, 11 ers, have almost no money except what they
urged the leading people of the island in et from us for work, or food or curiosities,
their duty to help at least to support some 'I in the beginning of this year began to

of the teachers and relieve to that extent;
the Canadian Church. From Yomot and
Usui I received much help and sympathy,
but not a few, including teachers and church
members, regarded it and spoke of my
scheme as an unjust tax and as payving to
go to church! and there was much talk and
murmuring, and many said they would leave
the church and schools to myself and the

charge a marriage fee of 10s, wherever the
happy groom had, or could easily earn that
amount. I do not press for the fee, but
stated that I would be glad to get it from
all who were able and willing to give it in
helping on mission work among them-
sclves. Putting it in that mild and easy
way, only the willing ones have responded:
those who are able, but of small, mean
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mind, give nothing, So far, or in four
months, I have received £4 for marriage
fees, which I paid over to teachers who got
little or nothing in 1896.

Since May last, therefore, up to the pre-
sent time, I have received, in all from Sun-
day collection, £30, towards the support of
teachers, and £4 marriage fees, towards the
same object.

Then personal friends in Toronto, whose
little son, now deceased, became deeply in-
terested in Foreign Missions while I was
with them and whose parents afterwards,
with his own earnest wish, had devoted him
to that work, sent me, through Dr. Cosh
last year £12 for the support of one of
my teachers for 1896 and 1897. Besides these
sums I receive annually from £5 to £5 10s 0d
interest on the Talbot Fund, for the support
of one teacher. So that from Erromanga
and from other outside sources I received
£51, which enabled me to pay the 10 teach-
ers unprovided for by my church and thus
tided over 1896, Lhut it is impossible to fore-
cast how far I shall succeed for the present
year for any number of teachers I may have
beyond the 30 for whom the Canadian
Church provides.

If 1 except the large numbers of men and
youths taken away by labor vessels, and
ithe high death rate on the island during
1896-97, I do think the year, covered
by my.report, may be regarded as highly
encouraging.

In February of this year, the chief and
people of Sufu (only two miles north of
Dillon’s Bay). gave up heathenism formally,
and have come to live at Dillon’s Bay.
Sufu, as a village, though many of the
young people joined the Christian party,
stubbornly held out since the days of the
Gordons. At last, however, they have come
in of their own accord.

Then last year the Christian people pre-
pared the largest quantity of arrow-root
ever prepared by them in any one year.

Statistics.
Missionaries.. .. .. .. .. .. 1
Elders.. .. .. .. .. .. 14
Teachers.. .. .. .. . 40
Principal Stations.. .. .. .. 2
Out stations or district schoels 38
Church members, about.. .. .. 300
Marriages.. .. .. . . .. .. 25
Contributions, in cash, Teachers’

Fund .. .. . £34

Contributions in éx:r})\’}:réét.é,dl)‘o 1bs.

Manual labor, cleaning of mountain road,’

culting 4 miles of new bridle track,_thatch-
ing and repairing thatching, keeping t]}e
Martyr’s graves clear and the roads in
Dillon's Bay : putting on ‘an_d removing
storm-rigging of mission building, etc.

H. A. ROBERTSON,
Missionary.

LOCUSTS IN FORMOSA.

Of a remarkable illustration of some of
the Bible pictures, which he saw recently
in Formosa, Dr. Mackay writes as follows :

“On the 27th ult., when travelling inland,
indistinct sounds were heard far ahead.
These grew louder as we approached.
Looking towards the east was seen in
appearance a perfect snowgtorm advancing
rapidly westward. We halted on the path-
way, and with a rushing noise swarms of
locusts on the wing flew ten feet over our
heads. On and on with the wind the insect
army pressed forward, until the air was
thickened and the sun darkened. In a mo-
ment they settled on the waving rice fields
of green, and with great rapidity that color
gave way to a brownish hue.

Crowds of farmers, their wives and chil-
dren, were wild with excitement, and were
jumping, running, yelling, and cursing the
destroyers. What accurate observers the
inspired naturalists were! Bamboo groves
have been stripped of their leaves and left
standing like saplings after a rapid bush
fire. Rice crops have been made to resemble
oat fields in Canada after the army worm
has marched through. And grass has been
devoured, so that the bare ground appeared
as if burned. Hence the name locust.”

What accurate descriptions arethe follow- -

ing: “ And when it was morning the east
winds brought the locust.” “All thy trees
shall the locusts consume.” * The locusts
have no king, yet they go forth all of them
by bands.” “ The land is as the Garden of
Eden before them, and behind them a deso-
late wilderness.”

As there are countless numbers in the
larval condition, and as eggs are being
deposited in the ground, it is to be feared
these dreadful armies may next year invade
and devastate vast regions in North For-
mosa. As this is their first appearance here
the natives are amazed and alarmed. Many
declare there are letters on their wings and
are a scourge somehow connected with the
coming of the Japanese, and many have
burned incense sticks and invited the lo-
custs to leave Formosa and go elsewhere.
Christians declare they understand better
than ever one of the plagues of Egypt.

In a crowded schoolroom one verr warm
afiernoon a visitor was talking to the chil-
dren. *Can you tell me what peace chil-
dren do?” he asked.

One said, “Love your enemies”; another,
‘“When others sirike one cheek, turn the
other”; r third, “Overcome evil with good.”

At length a little girl in the middle of
a seat, looking very uncomfortable—she
was so0 crowded that she could not move
her elbows—said in a plaintive tone:
“Peace children don’t hunch when others
crowd.”—E®2.

AUGUST -
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Poung People's Societies.

THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE'S
« PILAN OF STUDY.

The Monthly Topics for 1897 consist of a
general survey, and are adapted to all the
various sorts of young people’s societies.

The second weekly meeting of the month,

is to be devoted to them; and attention is
drawn to the fact that a specially prepared
Topic Card for Presbyterian Y.PS.CE’s is
for sale by the Endcavor Herald Co., Tor-
onto, at 60c. per hundred. It is issued by
arrangement with the Assembly’s Co}nmlt-
tee, and embraces the Monthly Topics of
the Plan of Study.

Topic for week beginuning September 12ih.

MANY STREAMS, ONE RIVER; THE
. STORY OF THE UNIONS AND THE
PRESENT STRENGTH OF ]
THE CHURCH.

Bph. 4: 1-16.
L1TERATURE.

The article by Principal Grant and Pro-
tessor Gregg’s ¢ Short History of the Pres-
tyterian Church in Canada,” gives in brief
form all the information necessary for @he
clear tracing of the various streams which
go to make up the great river. Those who
have a turn for figures may refer ?,lso to
Dr. R. Torrance’s voluminous statistical re-
ports presented year by year to the General
Assembly and to be found in the Minutes of
Assembly. i

Much information of an interesting sort
may be found in the Life of Rev. Dr. James
McGregor, By Rev. George Patterson, D.D.;
Life of Rev. Dr. Geddie, by same author;
Rev. Dr. R. F. Burps’ life of his father,

Robert Burns, D.D.; Mr. James Croxl:s
Life of Rev. Dr. Matheson; Miss Marc})ars
life of her father, Rev. Dr. Machar, of XKings-
ton; Rev. Dr. Smellie's Life of Rev. Dr.
Hague; Rev. D. J. Macdonnell’s Life, just
published, and Thé Man and the Book, be-
ing Life of Rev. John Ross, of Brucefleld,
just published.

PoIsTS FOR THE PROGRAMME.

The teaching of Scripture as to Unity.

A descriptive paper on each of the seven
Unions,

The gains of Union as n.
deepening and development of the spiritual
life,

In wider brotherliness;

In economy of forces;

In the extension of the
Home and Foreign fields;

Church in the

In the standing of our Church among the
other Canadian' Churches;

Descriptions and reminiscences by minis-
tors or elders who have had part in the
Unions.

ParaGravus.
Some Missionary Dates.

The following figures from Prof. Gregg's
“Short History,” show the beginnings of
several departments of our church work.

1841, French Mission, by Church of Scot-
land Synod.

1846. Mission to New Hebrides, by the
Synod of Nova Scotia.

1848. Buxton Mission in Western Peninsvla,
among negro slaves escaped from the
United States, by Free Church of Can-
ada.

1851. Mission to Red River, by Free Church.

1856. Mission to India, by the Free Church
of Canada.

1856. Indian Orphanage Mission, by the
Church of Scotland Synod in Canada.

1859. Mission to Jews, by Church of Scot-
land Synod.

1861. Mission to British Columbia.

1863. Kankakee College, adopted by Can-
ada Presbyterian Church.

1866. Mission to Cree Indiams.

1868. Mission to Lumbermen, by Church of
Scotland Synod in Canada.

1868. Mission to Triaidad.

1871. Mission to Formosa.

1873. Lady Missionaries sent to India.

1875. Beginnirg of General French Evan-
gelization Scheme,

1876. Mission to Central India.

1876. Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society
organized. :

1884. Mission to Demarara.

1887. Mission to Honan, Chine.

1891. Missionary to Chinese in British Co-
lumbia appointed.

1891. Missionary to Jews in Palestine ap-
pointed.

1894, Missionary appointed to Chinese in
Montreal and Eastern Canada.

Tue Uxioy oF 1875.

This final Union was consummated on the
15th June, 1875, in Victoria Hall, in the city
of Montreal, in the presence of an immense
concourse of people. The four negotiating
churches met separately early in the day, and
concluded their business. They then re-
! paired to the appointed meeting place to
! consummate the Union. “The proceedings,”
says Prof. Gregg, in his Short History,

shown in thei . were commenced by the singing of part of

i the Hundredth Psalm, given out by Rev. Geo.
M. Grant, now Principal Grant, moderator
of the Synod of the Maritime Provinces,

rand the reading of portions of Scripture by

tRev. Principal Snodgrass, moderator of the
i

Svnod of the Presbyterian Church in Can-
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ada, in connection with the Church of Scot-
land; and the offering of prayer by Rev.
Principal Caven, moderator of the Assembly
of the Canada Presbyterian Church.

The minutes adopted by the Supreme
Courts, agreeing to consummate the Union,
were then read by Rev. William Fraser,
now Dr. Fraser, one of the clerks of the
Canada Pregbyterian Church; Rev. Professor
MacKerras, clerk of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada in connection with the
Church of Scotland; Rev. Alexander Fal-
coner, clerk of the Synod of the Lower Pro-
vinces; and Rev. William McMillan, clerk
of the Synod of the Maritime Provinces.

Rev. William Reid, now Dr. Reid, one of
the clerks of the Canada Presbyterian
Church, then read the Articles of Union,
consisting of Preamble, Basis, and accom-
panying resolution. These were subscribed
by the four Moderators, who gave to each
other the right hand of fellowship. The
Moderator of the Synod of the Lower Pro-
vinces then solemnly declared that the four
churches were now united and formed one
Church, to be designated and known as the
Presbyterian Church in Canada.”

Dr. Gregg wrote in 1892, and since that
time some of the honored fathers mentioned
have ended their labors and entered into
rest.

Arrer 20 YEArs.

The following extract from Dr. Torrance’s
statistical report will show the progress
of the church under the last union.

At that time there were 33 Presbyteries,
but from 3 of these no returns had been
received, and the same must be said of
Congregations or Mission Stations in each
of the others. Altogether 7456 Congregations
had reported. In these Presbyteries there
were 706 Congregations, with 120 vacancies,
with 1,135 Stations supplied in regular
charge, and 130 not in regular charge. ‘The
number of Ministers was 579, of Families
54,132, and of Cominunicants 88,222, of
Elders 3,412, which gave an average of
about 16 Families and 26 Members in full
Communion to each, and 4, 970 other office-
bearers. At week-day mectings the attend-

ance was 1,056, with 30 reported as held oec-
casionally, the attendance not given. In.
Sabbath Schools there were 62,105, and in.
Bible Classes 17,099, making together 79,-.
204, under 7,139 Teachers, an average of 11,
scholars to each. The number of sittings,
in the places of worship occupied was 249,-,
953, with 313 Manses and 35 Rented Houses.
The Sacrament of Baptism was administered
to 8,989 children and 561 adults.

According to the returns for 1896, twenty .
years after the one referred to, there are 50.
Presbyteries in the 6 Synods embraced in,
the Church in the Dominion, extending as
it does from the Island of Newfoundland in .
the Atlantic to the shores of the Pacific,,
not to speak of those lying outside of Can-*

ada. Ip these Presbyteries or Synods there
are, including Mission Stations, 2,738
Churches or Stations supplied, of which
2,432 are in connection with stated pastoral
charges, with 56,829 sittings, an increase of
318,338; with 106,604 families, an increase
of 52,472 ; communicants, 202,247, an in-
Crease of 114,019. In the Eldership there
were 7, 138, and increase of 3, 726, allows-
Ing an average of 15 families and 28 Com-
unicants to each, whilé the othe