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) “ court of the women,” and which wa®
ZHE DUTY, THE RULE, AND THE MO- 3

: immediately adjacent to the “court o
. ’?‘l\'E, A‘S SET FORTIL IN THE CASE  the Gentiles,” or the outer court. On
. OF Tl.lE POOR WIDOW. the right and left sides of the * court of
[ The following discourse, fiom the pen the women,” there was placed a nu.nber
-~ of the Rev John Thomson, Paisley, ap- of large chests, to receive the offerings of
red, under the above title, in the the people, some of which were appoint-
qme and Foreign Record of the Free ed by law, and others were frée-will of-
Chutch for December last; and has, ferings.  The money contributed was ap-
m'i{e:a gh;ir, been printed and circulated as plied ;0 repair the 1temple. to relieve the
- 8. Tract. poor, to maintain the public services of
i @ And Jesus looked up, and saw the religion, and defray the expenses con-
" vich men casting their gifts into the trea- nected with the daily sacrifices, and tho
sqry: And he saw also a certain poor other things necessary for the stated wor-
widow casting in thithet two mites. And Ship.of God. Josephus informs us that,
- be said, Of a truth 1 say unto you, that 1 his day, therc were tkirteen of these
_tis poor widow hath cast in more than chests placed in the treasury, ecach have
they all: for all these have of their abun. 8 its appropriate inseription, to inti-
- dance cast in unto the offcrings of God ; ‘e the purpose to which the contribu-
but she of her penury hath cast in all tions of the people were applied. And
the living that she had."—Luke xxi. On€ reason, evidently, why these chests
14, vere placed in the *court of the wo-
i¢ The oceurrence here related took place men,” was, in order that the women, as
“immediately before our Lord’s final de- well as the men, might have access to
sparture from the temple. As the Lord them, and might also give their contri-
“ofthe templ@, he had taken formal pos- butions to matatain the services of God’s
session of it, three days before : and dur- bouse. If they bad been placed in any
:‘i!,l‘g,that interval, he had been employed of the inner coarts, such as the  court of
{dly, in teaching the people, and pro- Jsrael™ or the * court of the priests,” the
siming the gospel. But he had scen ¥omen could not bave bad access te
ilf(,t‘le;therc to call forth his approbation. them. 4
Instead of a “house of prayer,” it had  Itis related in Mar':’s gospel, that “ma-
become a ¢ den of thicves;” and there- ny that were rich cast in much” gave
fore he was now about to depart from it large sums and liberal _contributions, as
forever. But, before this, he took alast their civcumstances and means demand-
sorowful view of its snered and magnifi- ed. But there was one, clothed in the
Tt courts, and sat down opposite the garments of poverty, who manifested
easury, where at length bé observed a greater liberality, greater love to God,
Tanifestation of moral principle, which and more_implicit dependence on His
agskened in his roind intense interest, providential care, than all the rest. The
and called forth his highest approbation. sum she‘gave was small in itself; and
.. The treasury was situated in that part yet Jesus said, * Of a truth I say, urito
of the temple which was called the you, that this poor widow hath'-‘c;a;s“tjp
e
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more than they all;” not more absolute-
ly, but more relatively to her means—
'Eho rich gave ¢ out of their abundance,”
contributed to an extent which scarcely
diminished their ample stores, and sub-
jected them to little or no inconvenience,
and called for no great exercise of self-
denial.  But the poor widow gave ¢ out
of her penury,” out of very scanty means.
She had no husband to provide for her,
and when he died, he hadl left her in
deep poverty ; so that all she had in the
world was a single farthing, which she
may have earned by her labour. Dut
she gave it cheertully to God, although
it was « all the living that she bad,” all
that she had to subsist upon at the time.
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to maintain tho appointed ministers of
religion—if he complained that those who
withheld these tithes were guilty of “rob.
bing God” will he now hold those guil-
less who vefuse to give any part of their
substance, to maintain the preachmg of
the cospel, and the celebration of Chiis.
tian ordinances ? No man indeed hasa
right todictate to lis brother, as to how
much he must give to % the offerings of
God ;” of this, every man, who knows
bis own circumstances best, must be the
best judge. But still, every man is bound
to consider and decide, as in_the sight
of God, laoking to his individual cireuwn-
stances and oblizations, what pioportion
of God’s gif*s to him he ought to give back

She trusted in the good providence of” to God. And though the same rule may

God, and depended on his blessing for
the success of her industry and the sup-
ply of her daily bread. - How few have
ever marifested such generosity and pi-
ety as this! how few could willingly give
up all that they bave for God! "If this
widow had been of a celfish spirit, she
would have thought that she had more
need to get than to give; and worldly-
wise men would say that her conduct ex-
Iibited the greatest folly. But the Savi-
our approved of her deed, and that was,
suflicient. Ile pronounced the highest
commendation upon her, and he holds
her forth to the admiration and imitation
of all succeeding generations, as one who
seorned to ask charity, but felt it more
honourable and blessed to give, for sup-
porting the worship of God, and main-
taining the celebration of his appointed
ordinances
‘Tlrere are three leading topiessuggest-
ed by this narrative, to which we would
solicit the attention of our readers.
1. The-DUTY of giving to ihe cause of

od.

Tho duty is incumbent upon all, of e-
very rank and station. The Jewish tem-
ple indeed has been destroyed, and all its
ceremonial rites have passed away ; but
the obligution to contribute, according
to our ability, “unto the offerings of
God,” remains in all its force. Ifit was
the daty of God's ancient people to con-
tribute of their substance, to aepair and
eplarge the temple, and to maintain the
worship and ordinances of God’s house,
is it not also our duty to contribute, ashe
has prospered us, in order to maintain
and.extend that purer and more spiritu-
al worship, which he has established in
thess latter days? If God expressly re-
served the fithes, or the tenth part
of the nrodnea oF the land of Israel,

N
Vi

noi be applicable to cvery case, yet, as
it is well known thay, in our own Church
not a few are giving a tenth part of their
whole income to the © offerings of God,”
surely it is at least desirable, if not i
cumbent, that others should endeavour
to come as,near as possible to this swan-

dard. And ifthis were done, then doubt. .

iess the cause of God would be gready
advanced, and the Saviour’s kingdom
widely extended.

But what is more important than the
amount contvibuted, is the spirit in which
our contijbutions are given. We must
give, not in a grudging or grumbling
spirit, but willingly and” cheertully : not
for the sake of appearance, but froma
sense of duty ; not as an act of mere cha-
rity, but as a matter of imperative obli
gation ; not by fits and starts of alternate
generosity and  narvowness, but accor
ding to a stated and definite rule. “Do
ye uot know,” says the apostle Pal
“that they which minister about holy
things, live of the things of the temple,
and they which wait at the altar, ae
partakers with the altar? Ewen 9
hath the Lord ordained that they who
preach the gospel should live of the gos-
pel”  And they are as much entitled 10
this as the labourer is entitled to bis hirg
and entitled {o it, not for their own sakes,
but for the sake of their people, in order
that, being set free from worldly cares
and anxieties, they may be enabled to
¢ give themselves wholly,” and without
distraction, to the dutics of their sacred
oflice.

And while it is our duty to support the
gospel iz our own land, it is also our du-
ty to extend it to our fellow-creatures,at
home and abroad, who have never k
its joyful sound. No mau liveth unto
himself; but every mau, and especially
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every Christian, is bound to live and 1a- not only with reason, but also with Serip-
bour for the conversion of sinncrs, and ture. A man to whom God has given
the advancement of the glory of God — much, onght plainly to give much to God;
Loud and aflecting are the calls which —not an unmissed mite or a trifling con-
are addressed 1o us from almost every tribution, such as might be expected from
part of the world, to send the heralds of a poor man, but a contribution bearing
the cross, and save souls from death.— a fair and just proportion to his mecans
Dare we then refuse compliance with and ability. ‘This rule was laid down by
these calls, and suffer immoital souls to Moses, when Lc said, “ Every man shall
erish for lack of kuowledge, while we give as ke is able, according to the bless-
Eave it in our power to send them the ing of the Lord thy God which he hath
knowledge of Christ, whom to know is given thee” (Dent. xvi. 17). Aund the
eternal life 7 Shall we shut our carsand apostle Paul says 1o the same effect—
our hearts to the ery of perishing milli- ¢ Upon the first Jay of the weck let eve-
ons, ¢ Come over, and help ug,” and cokl- ry one of you lay by him in store, asGod
Iy and selfishly say like Cain, “Am Imy hath prospered hir” (1 Cor. xvi, 2)—
brother’s keeper Y7 We could vot staned Bt while the rich ought to give largely
by, aud see a brother dying of hunger, and liberally “unto the offerings of
if we had bread to give him. The feel- God,” the poor are not excmpted from
ings of our nature would revolt from such the obligation.  Iven the poor widow
aspectacle.  Andis it nclhing then for must uet be deprived of the luxury of do-
the soul to dic eternally, of spivitual hun- in:x good 5 but if she has the ability and
ger,—* a famine of the Word of Ged ¥” the dcesive fo share in the work, she is
and shall we, who have it in our power encourared 1o pat her hand to it.  And
tosend the bread of life, shut up onr the working man, whose lot is a life of
bowels of compassion, and refuse our “toil, is not only to provide for his own
help to those who ave living withont Gol subsistence: but he'is also enjoined by
and without- hope, and hastenin onward the apostle to ¢ Iabour, working with his
to a miscrable and undone ecternity ? hands the thing which is good, ihat he
“How shall they call on him in whom may have @ gice to him that needeth”
they have not believed ? and how shall (Eph. iv. 25) ; ¢ remembering the words
they believe in him of whoia they lave of the Yord desus, how he said, Itisme e
notheard ? and how shall they hear with- blessed to give than to recet ¢” (Acts xx.
out & preacher? and how shall they 83).
preach except they be sent 77 In acting according to this rule, the
2 The rULE of giring. poor man has no reason to be ashamed
The rich man must give “ou/ of kis of his small offering, und the rich man
&lundance,” and the poor mah out of %is has no reason to be proud of his costly
poverty,—cach according to his means, ofiering; for if they give in proportion
and in proportion to his ability. Both to their respective means, then they are
classes alike are bound fo sapport gospel discharging  their several duties, and
ordinances in our own land, and missi- there is a perfect equality between them.
onary operations in foreizn lands; and For example, if a gencrous fricad gives
for the prosecution of these *works of me £100, and gives my ncighbour only
faith and labows of love,” the rich and 100 shiilimgs, and commands us both to
the poor must “meet together,”in fyiend- devote a fenth pat to the promotion of
y and active co-operation ¢ The Lord lus intervest;—then, if I give my £10,
is the Maker of them all,” and the Giver while my peighbour gives only his 1¢
of all they possess; and they are bound shillings, 1 have no reason to glory over
to give back to God a portion of'Lis own, him, but in that casg he stands on a foo'-
to spread the gospel, and save soulsfrom ing of perfect equality with me. It was
death. No ome hasa 1ight to say, “1 on this principle, that our Saviour ap-
can do what I will with my own No- proved so highly of the conduct of the
thing i3 our own, with respect to God: poor widow. lle had scen the rich.con-
but all we have is his property, and we tribute large and munificent offerings 5
are merely his stewards, to whom he has but they had made no_sacrifice in doing
given the solemn charge, % Occupy till I so, and they had not given to God in pro-
come.” No man indeed is expected to portion to what God had given to them;
give according to what hé hath not, but and therefore he bestowed his commen-
cvery man is expected and commanded dation, not on then:, Lut on the poor wi-
to give according to what he hath. This dow—* Of a truth 1 say uuto you, that
rulg of proportion is abviously accordant, this poor widow hath cast in MORE thau
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they all;"~not a larger sum absolutely,
but a larger sum in proportion to her
means.  “Ifthere be first a willing mind,
it is accepted according to that a man
hath, and not according to that be hath
not. For I mean unot, that other men be
eased, and you burdened; but by an
equality, that now at this time your abua-
dance may be a supply for their want;
that there may be equality ; as it is writ-
ten, He that had gathered much had no-
thing over; and he that had gathered
little had no lack” (2 Cor. viii. 13-15).—
This equality is secured, by maintaining
a fair and just proportion between our
givings to God, and our receivings from
God. By acting on this principle, “ the
rich and poor meet togetgcr" on a foot-
ing of perfect equality ; and it this prin-
ciple were gencerally and uniformly car-
ried out by the members of the Chuich,
there is no doubt that, without burden-
ing any one, far more than we have yet
attempted wmight easily be done for the
cause of God, and the extension of his
blessed kingdom.
3. The MOTIVE for giving.

The motive presented 1n this narra-
tive is, that Christ is our witness. e
siill, as in the ancient temple, ¢ sits over
against the treasury, and beholds how
the people cast money into the treasury”
(Mark xii 41). He observes, not onl
the amount of our contributions, but al-
s0 the spirit in which they are given.—
We may escape the notice of our fellow-
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If so, then, whatever worldly men may
think or say, the Son of God looks upon
her with high satisfaction and approval,
and says, % She hath done what she could”
— Of a truth 1 say unto you, she hath
cast in more than they ali." Or, docs
he behold anotber, in better eircumstan-
ceg, who, though once slightly impressed
with a sense of his duty in this matter,
now feels it weighing upon his consci-
ence, with all the force of an impera-
tive obligation,and who isresolved hence-
forth tc give more liberally to God, out
of that which God has given 10 him;—
then to such the Lord says, “ If ye know
these things, bappy are ye if yo do them.”
Consider your obligations to redecming
love and mercy-—-“(.Yc know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though
he was rich, yet for your sakes he be-
came poor, that ye through his poverty
might be rich”  Therefore imitate his
example—¢ Look not every man on his
own things, but every man also on the
things of others,” ¢ Let this mind be in
you, which was also in Christ Jesusy”
and remember, that the least act of
kindness to a brother, even the cup of
cold water given from love to Christ,
shall in no wise lose its reward. And
though tibe true reward is not of debt
but of grace, yet that reward shall be
Yroportioned 1o our services here. “ This

say, He which soweth sparingly, shall
reap also sparingly ; and he which sow-
eth bountifally, sgall reap also bounti-

men, and they have no right to judge of fully” (2 Cor. ix. 6).

our circumstances, or to question our ge-
nerosity—but we cannot elude the glance
of that All-secing eye, which observes,
not only the outward action, but also the
socret motive that prompts it. If we
cocld all realize this solemn truth,—the
presence and inspection of a heart-
scarching  Wiiness,—would i¢ not in-
crease our liberality ? and would it not
also render us more careful to give from
a right motive, in simplicity and godly
sincerity, with a single eye to his glory,
and a sincere regard to the welfare of
precious souls? When we cast our of-
ferings into the Lord’s treasury, his pierc-
ing eye is upon us; and he knows whether
or not we are giving in proportion to our
means,—whethe1 we are giving grudging-
ly or cheerfully,—whether for the sake of
appearance or froma sense of duty to
him _ Does he behold any poor widow
shewing practically, from week to week,
or from month to month, that she is re-
eolved rather to deny herself, than that
the Lord's treasury should be empty?

We conclude by putting the following
case :—Suppose that a wealthy and gen-
erous monarch were to distribute a great
part of his royal treasures among a thou-
sand of his subjects ;—giving to one man
£10 a year, to another £20, to another
£50, to another £100, and to another
£1000—*¢ to each man according to his
several ability.” Surely it might be ex-
pected that the recipients of his bounty
would feel gratitude for the boon, and
would strive, by every means in their
})ower, to give practical evidence of their

ove and loyalty. Suppose, farther,
that this generous monarcg is threatened
with a foreign invasion, which renders
it necessary for him to increase his army,
and send forth ambassadors of peace;
then to whom might he be expected to
apply for the requisite aid in such an
emergency ?  Surely his first application
would be made to those whom_he |

supported and enriched ; and it might
reasonably be expected that they would
ba the very first to come to their sove-
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reign’s help “aguinst the mighty,”and that
they would give liberally to put down
his encmies, and promote his interests.
But suppose, either that they refuse to
give any aid whatever, or that they give
inadequutely to their means; suppose,
for ins'ance, that those who had receiv-
ed £100 or £1000 a year, conld not find
it in their bearts to give more than a few
shillings or a few pounds, would not eve-
1y right-hearted man be shocked by such
conduct ? and if the stones had a voice,
would they not cry out, in the language
of indignant reproof, against those who
could take so much ot their soverecign’s
money, and yet refuse to give back more
than a wretched pittance, to serve him in
the scason of pressing danger ?

God is our Sovercign ~ We are his
subjects and his property, and all that we
have belongs to him ; for « what have we
that we did rot receive,” and what gift
san we obtain without his blessing ¥ Has
he then given us a right to dispose of his
temporal gifts, according to our own
pleasure and caprice ?  Are we at liber-
wy, either to board up our Lord’s money
hike the miser, or to waste it on trifles
bike the spendthrift 2 On the contrary,
does be not enjoin us to occupy every
talent, till he come? Does he not hold
us re:ionsible, as stewards, for the use
we make of our Master’s goods, and com-
mand us to employ them for advancing
his glory in the world, and for promoting
the good of our fellow-men? Does he
not call upon us to he fellow-workers
with bimself, in spreading the gospel, in
sending forth ambassadors of peace, aud
inturning to flight the aries of the aliens?
Docs he not enjoin us, as soldiers of the
cross, to take part in that great conflict
which has been carried on, since the fall,
between the seed of the woman and the
seed of the serpent, between the powers
ot light and the powers of darkness, and
to lend our aid to overthrow the kingdom
of Satan,and to establish on its ruins that
kingdom which is * righteousness, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” ?  If
this be the call which God is addressing
tous—and who can doubt or disput the
fact ?—then what must he thouzht of us,
if'we cither refuse our aid altogether, or
give s0 small a proportion of our means,
3 to shew that we prefer our own selfish
indulgence to the call of God and the
interests of his kingdom ? No doubt, he
could ‘easily defeat and destroy all his e-
vemies without our feeble help, and e-
vangelise the world without our contri-
bations.  Bus 1n his infinite wisdom, be

chooses to employ human instrumentali.
ty in this great and good work. e has
committed not to angels, but to nen, the
ministry of reconciliation; and oy re-
quiring us to support a gospel ministry,
lie Futs us to the rrial, as to whether we
really approve of the Saviour's cause,
and are willing to advance it according
toour ability. Let usnot then refuse to
be fellow-workers with God, lest we in.
cur that feartul woe:—¢ Curse ye Me-
roz, smd the angel ofthe Lord ; curse ye
bitterly the inhabitants thercof ; because
they came not to the help of the Lord, TO
THE NELP OF THE LORD AGAINST THE
MIGUTY.”

0
REMARKS
ON THE
 Reply of the Synod of the Presbyterian
Churck of Nova Scatia, to the Letter
of the Free Church Synod de-
clinivg the Union.”
BY THE REV. PROFESSOR KING.

TweLrTit ARTICLE.

[ErraTUM, in the Eleventh Article,
P 268, Col. 1st. Line 12th., for  the sing
of men,” read, * the sins of all men.”]

The Eleventh Artic'¢ presented clear
evidence that, in dealing with what has
been called the « New Fheology”—a the-
ology which is, not less than the  New
Light” doctrine concerning the duties of
the civil magistrate, inconsistent with
what the original Seceders pledged them-
selves to maintain, the United Secession
failed to do justice tothe case; inasmuch
as they declared the charges against Dr.
Brown to be groundless, without ever
coming to a finding vpen the relevancy
of the Libel.

Referring still to fthe United Sccessi-
on, the Free Synod in their Letter say,
“ Confidence in the soundness of the be-
dy, which had been impaired by a tran-
saction such as this, vas still farther weak-
ened by the publication and industrious
circulation, by influential personsin that
communion, of works which no one who
hoids by the Westminster Confussion of
Taith can regard as sound.” The Pres-
byterian Syvnod’s reply to this is, * We
are not certain to what our brethren al-
lude, by theirv accusation against ¢ influ-
ential persous in that communion,’ of
¢ the publication and industrious circula-
t'on of works which no one who holds by
the Westminster Standards can regard
assound;’ but presume that they refer to
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the fact, that Dr. Balmer wrote a pre-
face to a work on the atonement, by Pol-
hill, published by a bookscller in Ber-
wick. Ifthis bo the matter to which they
allude, it is unnecessary to expose the
unfairness of attributing to several influ-
ential persons, what was the act of one.
Or of attributing to him the publication
and industrious circulation of it, which
weye the work of a bookseller.  But whe-
ther or not, it is certainly strange to
make the proceedings of an individual or
individuals in Scotland, for which even
theUnited Presbyterian Church were not
responsible, and with which the Presby-
terian Church bad as little to do as the
Free Church, a reason for declining the
union.” '

In reference to the fact referred to,
which is not merely, as the -brethren of
the Presbyterian Synod find it conveni-
ent to presume, that Dr. Balmer wrotea
i)refaee to a work on the atonement, by

’olhill, it is enough for the present ob-
Ject tostare that it is a matter of notorie-
ty in Scotland; and no one can doubt
that such a fact was well ealenlated still
further to weaken confidence in the
soundness of the  United Sceession Sy-
nod. The United Presbyterian Charch
in Scotland just consists of the United
Secession in union with the Lclicf, in
the proportion of about three fourths of
the former to one fourth of the latter.—
As the Free Synod, by uniting, upon the
proposed terms, with tie Presbyterian
Synod, would have been brought into a
state of union with the United DPresby-
terian Church, composed us it is of such
waterials; the brethien of the Presbyte-
rian Synod must, in charity, be suppos-
ed to have forgotien what they were writ-
ing abeut when they say, * it is certainly
strange 10 make the proceedings of'an in-
dividual or individuals in Secotland, for
which even the United Preshyterian
Chureh were not responsible, and with
which the Dreshyterian Church had as
livle to do as the Frees Church, 2 reason
for deelining the union.” The United
Secession, iu their  Summary of Princi-
ples,” agreed to in 1820, could, in stat
ing ¢ the chiclreasons of Seeession™ from
the Church of Scotland, mentioh as the
very divst, ¢ The safferapce of error with-
oat adequate censire”  In 1827, in the
Testimony which they then agreed to,
tuey could vindicate their continnance in
a state of Segession by a reference to va-
rious evils of which they complained, one
of which is 1vhus stated :

“1. Jferrors which deeply affect tho
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foundations of the faith and hope of Chris.
tians, are publicly taught ina church,
and if the majority of its rulers, instead
of employing fit means to reclaim false
teachers, shall resist the application of
such means, and not only tolerate, but

‘support the erroncouns, and identify thém-

selves with them, how can the faithfu)
friends of the truth continue in that
church with a safe conscicnce ? Must
they not recognise the corrupters of the
Gospel as brethren, and give them the
right hand of fellowship, as members of
the same courts and of the.same body ?
This is inconsistent with the anostolic ex-
hortations: ¢ If there come any unto you,
aud bring not this doctrine, receive him
not into your house, neither bid him God
speed” Daul, writing to the churches of
Galatia, concerning the J udaizing teach-
e1s, says, ¢ I would they were even cut
oft which trouble you” Nor ought the
idea of breaking the unity of the churca
to deter any onctrom withdrawing, The.
unity is already broken. The church is
in a state of schism. 1Its pastors, instead
of teaching the same, teach opposite
things on the most important subjects.—
Their unity is merely nominal. The
formularies which they subscribe in com-
tion, no longer indicate the real belief
of the body, and have ccased to be the
bond of ministerial and church commu-
nion.” &e. They could, as a suflicient
Justification of the statements which they
thus made in the {ext of their Testimo-
ny, append in a note.what they call “a
few, and onlya few, specimens  of
doctiines inconsistent with the stendards
of the Cirurch of Seotiand, published by
ministers in her communion.” It may
well appear strenge that the body from
whom this Tesiimony emanated, could
manifest bat little sympaiby with those
who, having as a minority struggled for
the removal of the evils™ amainst which
they here testify, became at length the
reforming majority of the Charch of Scot-
land; and that, afier the Disraption,
they could show as much disposition to
fraternise with the ministers of the de-
araded lostablishment as with those of the
Free Church, Dut are the men who ad-
hered to such a Testimony to.be held as
understanding, or as honestly meaning
what they say, when they exclaim, “it
is certainly strange to make the proceed-
ing of an individual or individuals in
Scotland, for which cven the United
Presbyterian Church were not responsi-
ble, and with which the Presyierian
Church bad as litde to do as the Free
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Church, a reason for declining the uni- cal Sketches of tho Relief Church,” pub-.
on”? The United Sccession, in that lished in 1773, (p. 11), says,  After tho
rortion of her Testimony just quoted, ve- presbytery was constituted by Messvs,
ry properly held up the Chareh of Scot- Gillespic and Doston, with two clders
land a3 responsible for the doctrines pro- who had been ordained in the Church of
nulgated by her wministers.  The Unite Scotland, the prinviples and constitution
ed Secession bad a similar responsi- of the Relief Church were judicially de-
bility for the doctrines promulgated clared; to which Mr. Collier, whenad-
by the ministers of her communi- mitted to he aco-presbyterjudicially®ad-
on.  The responsibility was shared hered.  The Preshytery vequired of him
by the Relief; when these two bodies be- a solemn and publie profession of his
came united with cach other  ‘The fauh in God, lis belief of the seriptures,
Presbyterian Synod of Nova Scotia, as his approbation of Presbyte y, according
allering to the United Dresbyterian to reformation principles, and his adhe-
Church, is involved in the same respon- rence to the constitwtion of the Church
sbility ; and the Free Synod would have of Scotland, as exhibited in her ereeds,
been placed in a similar predicament, by her canons. confessions, and forwms of
utiting with the Presbyteriaa Synod, on worship.  This profession he solemnly
tie terms which they proposed. Under made unto the presbytery, before his
that responsibility they very properly re- people, and promised 10 alide by these,
fused to place themselves. wn subjection to his brethren.  Thus the

The next senience in the Letterof the  founders ot the Relief Chureh, in a judi-
Free Synod is, “ It we ook again to the cative =apacity, solemnly and publicly
Relief, with whont the United Secession  deelared their adherence to reformation
are now associated, we find them agrees pinciples, and the constitution of the
ine with that body, but diffeving fiom  new-testament chareh, as delineated by
us, in refusing to subscriba the Confes<i- onr worthy ancestors; a solemn profes-
onof Faith without qualification ; atthe sion of which principles, was then stated
sawe tiue also that their dovtvine with by the presbytery, and hath ever since
respect to open  communion is what we been observed as the terms of admis-
aunot coneur in.” _ sion”

In 1792, Mr. Thomas Gillespie, minis-  This statement, and the fact that tilla
terat Carnock, was deposed by the Ge- comparatively recent period the Relief
neral Assembly for refusing to take part body had no scparate institution for
insettling Mr. Richardson as minister at training their theological students, but
hwerkeithing, against the wili of the peo- were satisfied that they should prosecute
pie In 1737, Mr ‘Thomas Loston, son their studies in the Ilalls of the Estab-
o the celebrated Boston of Ettrick, zave Jishment, wonld scem to warrant the be-
mto his Preshytery his dewmission of the lief tlat, at first, they maintained fully
tharge of the parish of Oxnam ; and, in the principles of the Church of Scot-
a siate of separatjon fror. the Establish- land; and that they scparated from her
¢l Church, was Settled in the pastoral simply for the pwrpose which they them-
thurge of the people of Jedburgh, whose selves expressed, and which was under-
wishes hiad been disregavded in the set- stood to be indicated in the designation
tement of Mr. Douglas as the parish mi- which they assumed, namely, that of
ster.  These two ministers agreed to giving selics” from the grievance of I'a-
avist each other in dispensing ordinan- tronage. About twenty years ago, how-
testo such as might adhere to them in ever, they azreed upon a set of regnlati-
tecking relic/ tfrom the grievance of Pa- ous, in which, in at jeast & straight for-
tonage, which had occasioned the sepa- ward manner that conniasts favourably
istion of toth from the National Church. with the mode adopted by the New Light
The people of Colinsburgh were the Scceders, they opened a door for those
frst that applied to them for refief; and holding anti-e~tablishment prind
ey gave them occasional service. ‘That According 10 these regulations, it is pro-
Unzregation built a meeting house, and vided that * previous to admission, said
Lose as their pastor Mr. Collier, origi- minister or preacher shall subscribe the

ly from Fife, but then setded m a Westminster Confession of Faith asa
arae among the dissenters of England. declaradon of his faith, except in so far
1 73S in 1761 that the ¢ Presbytery of as said confession recognises the power of
lief” was first constituted, by Messs. the cwil magistrate to interfere in religi-
ilespic and Boston with two elders.— ous concerns” Afier considering the e-
tith of Dunfermline, in bis ¢ Listori: vidence which has been produced in pre-
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ceding Articles, showing that the Gene-
ral Assembly in 1647 received tha entire
doctrine of the Confession of I'aith, that
the first Seceders also maintained the
entire doctrine of that Confession, and
that the Free Church is pledged to it to
the same extent, the intelligent reader
may be safely left to form his own opini-
on as to the amount of knowledge and of
candour displayea by the Presbyterian
Synod when, in answer to the remark
quoted above from the Letter of the
Frec Synod, they say, “ Our brethren
object, moreover, to the union between
the Secession and Relief Churches, and
the formation of the U. P. Church, be-
cause the united body receive the Con-
fession of Faith with certain limitations,
and because the Relief Synod held the
principle of open commanion.—But the
Church of Scotland received the Con-
fession of ¥Faith with limitations ; and as
the Free Church claim not only 10 hold
the principles of, but actually to be, the
Church of Scotland, they must do the
same, notwithstanding their asscrtions a-
bout receiving the entire doctrine of that
symbol. We therefore take the liberty
of warning them of the danger of pre-
tending one thing, while they do aro-
ther” ~ Let the Presbyterian Synod take
the warning home to themselves; and
cease from deceiving their people, by
pretending to be as much attached to
the Westminster Standards as those are
who maintain them in their integrity.
The Reply of the Presbyterian Synod
goes on still farther to say, with regard
to the Free Synod, * Their inconsisten-
ey is more apparent, in objeciing to the
principle of * open communion,” as this
13 clearly taught in the Coafession of
Faith—chap. xxvi  2: ¢ Saints by pro-
fession are bound to maintain an hoiy
tellowship and communion in the wor-
ship of God, and in performing such o-
ther spiritual services as may tend to
their mutual edificatior, as also in re-
licving each other in outward things, ac-
cording to their several abilities and ne-
cessities,— which communion, as God of-
tercth opportunity, is to be extended un-
10 all those who i every place call upon
the name of the Lord Jesus” Mr.
Trotter had alrcady expressed himself to
a similar effect, and in what seems to be
his characteristic tone of insolence, in his
letter which appeared in the Guardian
of Sept 21st 1849. 1lis langnage there
is, * She [the Relief Churcb], holds to
all that you hold to in the Confession of
Faith; for tbat venerable and excellent
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symbol says nothing aboot the way in
which ministers are to be supported;
and she adheres to a very important ar-
ticle contained in chap. xxvi. sect. 2,
which you deny, without having the ho-
nesty to say so publicly, notwithstanding
all your loud professions about adhering
to its entire doctrine.” The absurdity
might be amusing, were it not that the
flagrant offence against very solemn pro-
fessions awakens a feelmg of too much
sadness to admit of mirth, when men
who talk with complacency of their
¢ fathers of the Secession,” would repre-
sent the 26th chapter of the Confession
of Iaith as laying down the doctrine of
«“ oYen communion.”

The chapter referred to treats of the
comnunion of saints. This communion,
as is shown in the first section, is founded
on union, first of all with Jesus Christ,
and then, through him, with one ano-
ther. Being thus united to one another
in love, it is said, “ they have communion
in each other’s gifts and graces ; andare
obliged to the performance of such duii-
es, publick and private, asdo conduceto
their mutual good, both in the inward
and outward man.” The second section
intimates that those who profess to be
saints are, according to this very profes-
sion, * bound to maintain an holy fellow-
ship and communion in the worship of
God, and iu performing such other spiri-
tual services as tend to their mutual edi-
fication ; as also in relieving each other
in outward things, according to their se-
veral abilities and necessities.  Which
communion as God offereth opportunity,
is to be extended unto all those who 1
every place call upon the nawme of the
Lord Jesus.” 1In order that the import
of yhus may be understood, let it be ob-
scrved 1. T'hat there are two classes of
duties referred to here: first, the duties
involved in the worship of God, and
such other spiritual rorvices as tend to
wtaal edification ; and, secondly, the
duty of relieving oach other in outward
things. 2 That itis in special connexi-
on with this latter class of duties that the
statement is made, ¢ W hich communion,
s God offereth opportunity, is to be ex-
tended unto all those who in every place
call upon the name of the Lord Jesus”
They who would produce this passage in
support of the doctrine of ¢ open com-
munion” must maintain that the commu-
nion here referred to means particulatly,
a seat at the Lord’s Table ; but that the
Westminster Assembly meant by it pre-
cisely the communication of those out:
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ward things which had been just menti-
oned, will be evident to any one who will
take the trouble of looking at the passa-
ges of scripture by which they prove
their doctrine.  These passages are Acts
3. 44, 45.1 John iii. 17 2 Cor viil. ix.
Acts xi. 29, 30. 3. That the direct and
evident object of this section is, not to
tell the oflice bearers of the Church to
whom it i3 that they are to dispense her
sealing ordinances, but to show how in-
divteduals must act so as to discharge the
duties,and to be entitled to the privileg-
es, connected with the profession of
saints. These things being considered,
it will be seen, 4. that indirectly this
docs throw a very clear light on the
question of Church-communion; for it
indicates that it is where parties are
found acting according to this rule, that
the office-bearers of the Church have a
scriptural warrant for admitting them to
this privilege. Some_credible, appear-
ance of godliness, as the foundation of a
charitable opinion that the person is a
Christian, is necessary to entitle him to
the visible communion ot the Church in
her sealing ordinances; but this, even
should it be an appearance that hasbeen
produced by the reality of grace in the
heart, is not enough. “ Saints, by pro-
fession, are,” not mereiy upon sacramen-
tal occasions, but in the ordinary duties
of ecclesiastical communion, ¢ bound to
maintain an holy fellowship and commu-
nion in the worship of God.”” Church-
communion -, formed by the mutal a-
greement of its members to adhere, as
in Christ their head and under hisautho-
rity, to one system of faith; to joiu in tl{e
same acts of worship; and to submit
themselves to the same order of disci-
pline and church-government :~Eph.iv.
4-6 * There is one body, and one spirit,
even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling ; one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, one God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through ail, and in you
all.” A departure from the line of con-
duct that accords with these principles,
lays a foundation for ecclesiastical deal-
‘ng with the individual, and may render
it necessary to exclude him from chureh-
privileges. The doctrine of the bible is:
1 Cor xi. 2. “ Now I praiss you breth-
ren, ‘hat ye remernber me in all things,
and keep the ordinances as I delivered
them to you.” 2 Thess. ii. 15, * There-
fore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the
traditions which ye have been taught,
whether by word, or our epistle.” Rom.
xvi. 17, ¢ Now, I beseech you, brethren,
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mark them which canse divisions and of-
fences, contrary to the doctrine which
ve have learned: and avoid them.”
2 Thess. iii. 6, * Now we command yvou,
brethren, in the name of our Lord Josus
Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves trom
every brother that walketh disorderly,
and not after the tradition which he re-
cetved of us.”  In the case of those who,
as ministers, are called upon officially
to feed the peoplo with knowledge, there
ought to be both soundness in the faih,
and an intelligent and cordiai adherence
to the principles of the Church as to
worship, discipline, and church-govern-
menf.  According to the principles of
the Westminster Standards, therefore,
they are required 1o muke a profession
corresponding with the responsibility of
the oflice which thev are'to fill. The
case is different with respect to the
members of the flock ; but still even they
must be willing to receive the teaching
of the Church. If need be, they must
be rebuked * sharply, that they may be
sound in the faich” Tit. i. 13." If they
show no respect for the authority of the
Church, but forsake its ordinances, con-
temn its discipline, and follow divisive
courses ; they nast be withdrawn from,
and treated as beathen wen and as pub-
licans.

The Relief body did not, like the Se-
ceders, publish any Testimony, or au-
thoritative statement of their disuncitve
principles.  From the first, however,
they scem to have acted on the principio
of ¢ open communion,” dispensing even
the Lord's Supper to all and sundry of
whom they thought that they were war-
ranted to entertain the opinian that they
were Christians ; and several ministers
of their communion published their de-
fence of the practice, particularly as a-
gainst the Seceders.  Smith’s « Histori-
cal Sketches of the Retief,” formerly
quoted, and Hutchison’s ¢ Compendious
view of the Religious System, maintain-
ed by the Synod of Relief,” published in
1779, may be referred to as instances of
this. On the other hand, the Relief
were very strenuously opposed and testi-
fied against both by the Burgher and by
the Aatiburgher bronches of” the Seces-
sion,

In their Re-exhibition of the Secession
Testimony, the Burgher Synod having
(p. 177)gstated that * The several arti-
cles in the Judicial Testimony assertory
of a particular form of church-govern-
ment under the New Testament, and of
the Divine Right of Presbytery, are a
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lasting Testimony against Episcopacy,
Independency, and every species of’ Sec-
tarian prineiples,” add, ¢ They strike
with equal foree against those who eall
lhemse}ves the DTresbytery of Reliaf,
whose principles and measures have o'
visible tendency to lead off professing
Christians, in this nation, from any sted-
fasc attachment to the Reformation prin-
ciples of the Church of Scotland.~~"This
scheme stands vpon the ruins of the
grarnd distinguishing principles of the
Reformation; in as much as all the a-
Bettors of it arc animated by a spirit of
uncommon oppssition to the nature and
design of our covenants, the nationaland
solemn Jeague; the moral obligation of
which, they absclutely deny, and treat
with the utmost contempt. HMany of
their ministers, contrary to the standing
laws of the church, deserting their charee
in the establishment, or elsewhere, with-
out the consent or intervention of cccle-
siastical authority, are charseable with a
most glaring schism, while they pretend
to be still within the bosom of the estab-
lished church, and actually hold commu-
nion with her; and vet have erected cc-
clesiastical judicateries distinet from and
independent of her”—¢ They have evi-
dently perverted the doctrine of onr
Confession of Faith, relative to the Coar-
MUNION OF SAINTS* and their terms of
comwhmion are indeed very different
from those of the Church of Scotland in
her best times; and are so general and
undetermined, that they wiil admit Pro-
testants of every denomination. They
seem to be under too little concern o
keep pure and entire ALL the ordinances
of Christ, accerding to his express com-
mand: and while they separete the pri-
vileges from the discipline of the charch,
not duly conmsidering that the latter is
the guardian of the former, they atteupt
to put asunder what God hath joined to-
gether, to the open encouragement of
immorality, by neglecting the exercise
of some of :he most essential branches of
church government and discipline.”

The Antiburgher Synod, in their Nar-
rative and Testmony which was publish-
ed in 1504, and which was drawn up on
New Light principles, afier giving a nar-
Tauve of the progressive defection of the
Established Church of Scotland, say, at
p- 80, ¢ we shall subjoin a short view of
the rise and peculiar principles of some
of the other religious denominations in
our native land, against whick we are o-
biiged: to bear testimony.” Among these
they include the Relief, of whom they
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ray (p. §8), « They subsisted a number
of years before théy had detcrmined with
what denomination of Christians they
would hold communion. At length,
however, at what they call 3 ¢ consulta-
tion meeting,’ held in the year 1773,
they found, that ¢ their principles did not
allow them to hold communion with such
as are unsound in the essentials of the
Christian faith § bet, that it was agree-
able to their principles, to hold botl mi-
nisterial and_Chyistian communion with
those of the Episcopal and Independent
persuasions,” though it is said they have
receded from the last part of this decla-
ration since.”

“In consequence of their still declin-
ing 1o give the world a full account of
their principles, or any distinet declara-
tion wherein they agree or disagree with
other Churches; we me cbliged to have
recomse to the publications of individual
ministers, who profess to give the prinei-
ples of the body; and to their practice
and public ecclesiastical procedure, for
an account of these principles. From
these, taken in connection with the a-
bove decision respecting churci-commu-
nion, the following appear to be princi-
ples held by them —That though they
Lave made a separation from the Nation-
al Church, yet they have {reedom to
Join with her occasionally, in the most -
intimate  acts of church-fellowship —
They avow the warrantableness of pro-
miscuous hearing ¢ven in churches that
are very corrupt.—They are known,
with a very few exceptions, to be ene-
mics to the dwy of public covenanting ;
and they distingnish Givine traths into
what they call essential nnd circumstanti-
al; by the latter of which, some of them
say, are meant, those things in revelation
about which men may difier, and yet be
real Chuistians.  These they hold to be
of such a trivial nature, as no: to be
worth conlending for, at least not so far
as to break up conmunion with persons’
on account of' any opposition which they
manage against them.

“It appears that if they adopt the
Confession of Failh asa test of ortho-
doxy, they neglect to enforce conformity
toit. Though some of them, it is hoped,
preach the doctrines of the gospel, yet it
appears from their publications, that
some of their members are accustomed to
usc crroncous expressions as to some of
those doctrines, which lic very near tho
foundation of the hopes of sinners for e-
ternity.”—In a note, this charge is sup-
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ported by a reference to sevéral publi-
cations.

These extracts from Secession Testi-
monies have been given at such length,
not merely for the purpose of supporting
what was stated abont the “open com-
punion” of the Relief, but also that the
reader may the more readily apprehend
the gronnd for the statement made in the
only other passuge of the Free Synod's
Letter that requires to be maintained in
the face of the allegations of the Presby-
terian Synod. The statement in the Lot-
ter is, “ While with those bodies, there-
fore, in their separate position, we conld
not have entered into commumnion, the
principles on which they lately united
are such as still fariher (o 2dd to the ob-
stacie. They professed to unite, but al-
low cach other to bold their distinciive
views, so that it is not easy (o know what
are the principles of the United Presby-
tevian Church, and the diflicnlty is still
farther increased by intimations which
were openly iven in the progress to the
anion that farther changes in their Stan-
dards were contemplated.”

The ordinary channels of public infos-
mation mast here Le looked o3 and itis
believed no one will (uestion the aencral
accuracy of the Reports of public tins-
actions that are given in the Scotish
Guardian. _An account of the preceed-
ings in the United Secussion Synod, and
i the Relief Synod, with respect to the
umon, appeared in that Jonraa] from
time to time ; and few will doubt that ihe
following extraets tully warrant what the
Tresbyterian Syncad éall the # reekless”
Satements of the Tree Syncd. Cn Sepir.
22. 1316, the Scortish Guardian publish-
ela Report with vespeet fo the proposed
anion from the Session of the Kirkintil-
loch congregation (Ur. 3 Tarshall’s) which
the Presbytery declined fo transmit to
the Sy’nod; but wizich Dr. AMarshall him-
self suvsequent]y read in the Svynod, asa
part of his speech, on the 7th of the fol-
lowing month. Refering ¢ the wax in
which the Synod kad aeted with resard
w© the libel aszinst Dr. Brewn, the Le-
port savs, *1n the opinion of this Sessi-
on, the wiajority of the Sceession body
who tock part in these proceedings, who
deliberately passed these decisions, are
not entitled 10 the smallest. credit, nor
wn possibl¥obiain the smrllest -credit,
'-“'-h supariial men, when they declare
tucir adherence 20 the Westminster Confes-
sion, let chat declaration be ever so solemnn,
till they shall have firs rescinded these ob-
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noxious deeds, so injurious to divine truth,
and shall have publicly confessed, beiora
God, and before all the churches, their sor-
row for having enacted them.” * Ifit is so
that the Relief body are willing to unite
with the Secession body in present ¢ircum-
stances, accepting their declaration: of ad-
herence to the Westminster Confession, in
direet coptradiction to their public and un-
rescinded deeds, this Session are constrain-
ed however reluciantly, to look upon them
as cqually tainted with the Secession body,
and to regard their solemn protestations as
having precisely the same value—thatis, no -
value at all” According to the same Jour-
nal, of the 9th of the following Octaber, the
Uniied Sccession Synod, on Wednesday
the 7th of that month, agreed upon the first
and second Articles of the Dasis of Union
—the second Article being *‘T'hat tho
Wesiminster Confession of Ituith and Lac-
aer and Shorter Catechisms are the Con-
fession of I'aith and Cutechisms of this
Chureh, and contain an authorised exhibiti-
on of the sense in which it understands the
1loly Scriptures; it being always understood
that we do not approve of anything in these
books which teaches, or may be supposcd
to teach, compulsory or persccuting princi-
ples in relizion”  Dr. Marshall is reported
to have said, in the course of the discussion
with regard to this second Article # that ke
could not possibly reconcile with the public
deeds of ihis body, which were referred to
in the sentence he had read [from the Re-
port ahove mentioned], its professions of
aidherence to the Confession of IMaith, and
Tie could not possibly understand how this
Synod adhered consistently to this Confes-
ston of Faith, while it allowed those deeds
to stand nnquestioned and unrescinded.—
As soon would he Lelicve in the doctyine of
transubstantiation, or anything which con-
stituted in his mind an absurdiiy, as believe
in the present professions of the Sceession
Sxnad, while these: deeds stood unrescind-
ed. 1le need only refer to the treatment of
the Tiieel which came before the Synod in
Julv 1843, lo maintain his position. By
that libel the principles of this Synod were
{ested, according tothe Confession of Faith,
in many iinportant particulars. How was
that lihel treated?  Lhe relevancy was not
considered ; and why was it not considered?
Tor the very obvious reason that it might'
have disclosed too plainly the sentiments
of the purties. ‘It would never do,’ said
ong, ‘to consider the velevaney; it might
givide us’ [a_voice—* Who said that 7"
Why, somebody said it. Very likely he
was a simpleton swhe said jt—a very great-
simpleton.  [expressions of disapprobation]
The velevancy «was ot considerad—ALL TUE
WonLb KNowSs taar—and why was it not
considered?  [Question] The man who
utiered that saying—aliowing .there was
such & man—wasg not awarc that he was
doing the very thing that he 4id not want
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to do. By the attempts at concealment
they were making a disclosure.”

The Report of the meeting of the joint
committees of the Secession Synod and the
Synod of Reliet, had recommended thatthe
9th Article of the Basis of Union should be,
‘That the United Church regard with a
feeling of brotherhood. all the faithful fol-
lowers of Christ, and shall endeavour to
maintain the unity of the whale body of
Christ, by a, readiness to co-operate and
hold gellowship with all its members in all
things in which they are agreed.”  After a
discussion, it was carried in the United Se-
cession Svnod that the words “and hold
fellowship” should te left out: and that the
Article thus amended should be enlarged
by the following prefix : * 'That the respec-
tive bodies of which this Churchis compos-
ed, without requiring from each other an
approval of the rules of procedure of their
futhers, or interfering with the right of pri-
vate judgment in reference to this, unite in
severally recommending as still valid the
rcasons on which they have hitherto main-
tained their state of secession and separati-
on from the jurisdiction of the Established
Church, as expressed in the authorised do-
cuments of the respective bodies, and in
maintaining the lawfu'ness and oblization
of separation from ccclosiastieal bodies in
which dungerous errors are tolerated in the
discipline of the Church, or the rights of
her mnisters or members are disregarded.”
The import of this Article scems te be that
while, on the one haud, the Sceession were
not required to approve of the rules of pro-
cedure of the fathers of th:e Relief, nor the
Relief to approve of the rules of procedure
of the fathers of the Secession; on the other
hand, neither werethey reqaired to renounce
the principles on which they had been hi-
therto acting, no: merely us scparate, hut,
as has been shown, as antagonistic bodies.
The Article thus far scems to speak only
of continued distinctness and separation.—
At length, howcever, the word undte appears.
These respective bodics, without interfering
with the right of private judgment in the
matters of differcnee just referred to, UNITE
—yes unite; but in doing what? Why,
they unite in seveclly, that is, separately, re-
commending the authorised documents of
the respective bodies. This United body
does not unite in recommending the autho-
rised documents of the Sceession, for these
would be spurned at by the Relief; nor do
they unite in recomnending the anthorised
documents of the Relief, for thuse would be
an offence to the Seceders; Lut, as these
documents must have the appearazice of be-
ing still held in honour, they unite in order
to show that there is no real union, by sepe-
rately, or, if they will, severally, recom-
mending their respective docaments.  And
it seems this is the kind of union that wonld
delight the brethren of the Presbyterian Sy-
aod of Nova Scotin.
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Even sfter this Articlo had beon agreed
to, Mr. Renton is reported, in the Scottisk
Guardiaa of Octr. Yth, 1836, to have suid,
“ It was plain that up to this hour u large
majority of the Secession Church had mani.
fested no desire for tlus union.  He held
this to be unsatisfactory.” e adhered to
the conclusion. that a union without the
heart of the people was nota safe nor a
right union ; and that, unless a fecling in
its favour be manifested by the people, the
union had better be delayed. But he would
alzo ask. were the two churches at one in
their doctrines ¢ He knew they were atgue
speculatively and upon profession. — On
making inquiry upon this subject lately, he
had been told that the booksellers’ shops
were open—to go to the Confession of Faith,
and judge from it whether they were at one.
But that was not enough. 1 they were 1o
judge of the orthodoxy of any Church by
1ts Confession and Catechisms, he would
say this Church had no right ever o lave
existed as a Sceession Church—no right to
lift up its voice against the Established
Church. Whatever may have been the de-
feets of that Church, it never denied the
Confess'on and formulas to which they (the
United Sccession) adhered  Besides, he
was iraorant of the doctrines of the Relief
Church; he did not know what were the
doctrines preached from their pulpits on
various subjects, such as the atonement.—
He was not prepared to acquiesce in the o-
pinion that if they were only ignorant ofill,
they must take it for granted that all was
right. Another reason for objecting was,
that there was such a diversity iu the stato
of discipline between the two Churches,
that there was not only on this account no
confidence in a union, no desire for it, but
that there was amongst the congregations a
positive disinclination to it.”  An elderalso
is reported to have said, that *“he could not
agree with the principle of free communion
on any account, and he believed many of
the congregations of the Sceession Church
held the same views which he did on that
subject” Itis true, a Mr. Thomas is re-
ported to have explained 10 the worthy cl-
der “that all that the Relfef Synod asked
was, that this should be made a matter of
forhearance, which it was already to & cor-
tain cxtent in the Sceessisn Church.  The
Relief brethren deserved the recognition of
this principle at their hands.  Theonly dif-
ficulty was in the regulation of the princi-
ple” But that was a difficulty; for whero
the principle is recogniscd restricted com-
munion is at an end. Mowever, lct the
rules of Christ’s house be what they might,
Mr. Thomas thought that the Relief breth-
ren deserved that the point should be yield-
ed at their hands. It wasaccordingly yield-
cd, in the terms of an Article which teok
its placcas the sixth in point of order.

When tho Articles bad been agreed to on
both sides, a deputation from the Relicf Sy-
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nod attended tho Eecession Synad to pre-
sent for their acceptance an otlicial doen-
ment on the subject. On that oceasion,
Mr. MeDougall ot Puaisley, one of the de-
putation, as reported in the Scottish Guar-
dian of Qctr. 16th, 1846, said **Tle first
thing which struck him during these discus-
sions was that there was siceerity on all
hands in the desire for union ; and this re-
mark he founded on 1he fact that at the ve-
ry first there was a Jittle coming and yoing
on both sides. The Reliet Synod being ve-
ry well aware of the circumstances in which
the United Secession Church stood in re-
gard to the Larger and Shorter Catechisms,
came to the conclusion of allowing these
Catechisms to occupy the place which they
bad hitherto occupicd—feeling that it was
better for them to receive than for the Se-
cession Chureh to reject them ; believing at
the sume time that these books, along with the
Confession of Fuith, would yet be ABRIDGED
AND REVISED oy those who came afier
them.  On the other hand, they feltassured
that the United Secession, in agreeing to
receive the doctrine of free communion,
had conceded a little to the views of the
Relief body.” Do the brethren of the Pres-
byterian  Synod really profess to know to
what extent these men hold by the Cate-
chisms and Confession of ¥aith which they
mean to revise and abridze 2

Dr. Marshall and a majority of his con-
gresation haviug, in the course of these pro-
ceedings, renounced their conreetion with
the Synod, in comsequence of what they
considered the disregard of sound doctrine
manifested in the terms on which it was
proposed that the union should be effected,
a process was raised before the Court of
Session to sceure the property of the church
1o the United Preshyterian $ynod. Judg-
ment was given in favour of the congrega-
tion. In delivering hisopinion on the case,
the Lord Justice Clerk said, ¢ He consider-
ed the arzument as unworthy of observati-
o. that this was not & union with another
scet, but 2 mere extension of the same sect.
If this had been so, there would have been
80 nced for 2 union or basis of union. Not
only however, were there negotiations a-
bout matters of difterence before the union,
but, curiously cnough, there were stipulati-
ons _for matlers of differeitce after the union—
a thing unknown i ccclesiastical history.?
There is  strong tendency at present to ef-
fect coalitions of this kind. But although
maltitudes, and too many even of high
name in the Church, may be ready, for the
sake of such conlitions—miscalled unions—
to hold in abeyance, as something which
they are better without, truth to which the
Hend of the Church has attached so much
mportance that, in order to makeit known,
besent his Holi'uSpirit miraculonsly to re-
veal it through his 1ospired scrvants; it is
nevertheless true that it involves unfaith-
faloess gnd backsliding in the case of all,
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whether individuals or Charches, who, hav-
ing once reccived this truth, deny i, oract
inconsistently with its requirements, or fail
in maintaining it as a part of their testimo-
ny for Christ.” The conclusion therefore to
which the Free Synod is shut up hy the
authority of God’s word is, “ Nevertheless,
whereto we have already attained, let us
walk by the same rule, let us mind the
same thing.”

O
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Miss Jane Rolston, col. Duncan McLennan 6 0

Mr. John Mullen 1 3 —_—
Joseph Fairley 2 6 £016 ¢
_— Andrew Thompsox, col. 5 0
£0 3 9 Finlay Grant, Elder 50
Miss Mary Mitzhell, col. 1 0 Alexr. McDonald 5 0
Mr George Mitchell 1 0 Robert Grant 5
Edwin Mitchell 10 —
Dauiel MclLcod 13 £1 0 ¢
John Conroy 1 0 William Campbell, col.
————— Charles Ross 50
£0 5 3 Mrs Ross, Widow 2 ¢
—_— Ann Ross 2 6
Toral. £3 2 5% William Ross 2 8
MiLes McMivray, Local Treasurer. Wil McMillan 3 1}
Blue Mountxin. £0 15 19
John Meikle, col. £0

Mrs. Jobn Meikle
Alex. Mcikle, Elder
Mrs. Alex. Meikle
William Meikle
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Donald Chisholm 5 0 Alexr. Campbell 50
Mrs. Donald Chisholm 2 6 Donald McDonald 30
Ann Chisholm 1 3 Angus M‘Donald 30
Eliza Chisholm 1 3 Alexy, Macdonald 2 6
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John MeDougall 26 £117 0
Mrs. McDougall 2 6 Mr. John Smith, George
Roderick McDougall 13 ‘Town, col. 7 6
Euphemia McDougal 1 $ John Fry 16
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Mrs. W. Ross, Widow 2 6 Miss Aitken, George Town,col.
Willy Ross 6} DL Rowe 1 6}
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Murdoch Smith 3
Duncan Smith - 1
‘Wn. Urquhart 1
Norman McDonald 5 0
Norman Morrison 5 0
Mrs. Duncan Munro 1 3
John McDonald 1 1()i
Kenneth M'Donald 1 10!
Wm. M‘Aulley 1 10}
Mrs. Malcoln McDonald, 2 6
Mrs. Donald McLeod 1 104
‘Wm. Fyfe 110
Roderick Campbell ‘2 2
4 L1131
A. Muxro, Treasurer.
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SCHEMES OF THE CHURCIL

The tollowing collections have been re-
ceived :—,
1. CurReNT EXPENSES OF COLLEGE AND

Acanedr.

Scotch Settlement Church, P E1.

8s. 6d. Island currency, N. S.

currency

11. Syxop's Hoxe Mission Foxp.
Goodwood
Lawrencetown 10 2}

W. S. STIRLING, Treasurer.

FREE CHURCH ACADEMY*

THIS INSTITUTION has just
commenced a New quarter. Mr. Mackin-
tosh who came out from Scotland last fall,
having been constrained to resizn in conse-
quence of the state of hus health, Mr. GEORGE
Mouxro, whose cflicient Superinteadence of
the Academy last summer, had already se-
cured to him the confidence of the Academy
Board and of the public, hns been appointed
Rector. He has two assistants, so that the
Tustitution is now uuder the churge of three

ualified and efficient ‘Teachers.

The following are the branches tanght

Reading, Writing, English Grammar,
Composition, Geography, Arithmetic, His-
tory, Latin, Greck, French. Mathematics, in-
cluding Algebra, Geometry, &c., and Ele-
ments of Natural Philosophy. A class will
also be opened very shortly in Agricultural
Chemistry.

¥res—From 15 shillings to £1 5s. ac-
cording to the branches to be studied. Fur-
ther information can be reccived by applica-
tion to Mr. Munro at the Academy, Argyle

41

Strect.
JAMES H. LIDDELL,
Sec'y to Academy Board.
Halifax, 20th April,1852. Lo
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JOHN ESSON & CO.
Corner of Duke and Barrington Streets,
GENERAL IMPORTERS & DEALERS 1N
Flour, Meal, Groceries, Fish, -
Fishing Supplies, West
" ¥ndin Produce, &c.
ITIALIFAX, N. S. 3

5

No 16 Granville St. Halifax,N.§
A. & W, MACKINLAY,
WIHOLESALE AND' RETAIL ¥

Booksellers & Stationers,

"AVE constantly on hand a choice and

extensive astortment of BOOKS AND
STATIONARY of every descriptlon, a-
mongst which are, Day Books, Journals,
,Ledgers. and Memorande Books; Pot,
Post, Foolscap, and every description of
writing papers, Note paper, Brawing paper,
Drawing and Common Pencils, Bristol
Board, Nories Navigation, Thompson’s Lu-
nar Tables, Mathematical Instruments,
Charts in great variety, Dilworth’s, Univer-
sal, Mavour's, Murray’s, and Carpenter’s
Spellings.  Murray’s Reader and Introdac-
tion, Lennies Grammar, Chamber’s Educs:
tional Course, Chamber’s Journal, Cham-
ber's Paners for the People, Bibles, Testa-
ments, Prayer Books. Slates & Pencils, Ink,
and Inkpowders, Framed Engravings~—
Arso—an assortment of Salmon & Trout
Flics, Rods, Reels & Lines.

Morison’s Universal Medicine
Sold in Halifax, only by
A..& W. MACKINLAY,
General Agents for Nova Scotia
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION
- TO THE

MISSIONARY RECORD

OF THE
Free Church of Nova Scotia.

If paid within the first quarter. 2s. 6d. ¥a8

If not paid antil the expiry of
the first quarter 3s.9d. do.
3

Single Copies d
05~ All commiltajcations vhether om
Business, or for the Editors, must be ad-
dressed to Messts. A. & W. MACKINIAY
Booksellers, Halifax, N. . ‘
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