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‘ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

o
$HISTORY AND PRESENT STATE OF RELIGION IN UPPER-CANADA.
' ——

IN a religious pdiiit of view, this Provitice exhibith to
strangers a very melaritholy picture.—If they come frain a
country where a regular establishment exists, where eve:y
Parish has its Churchand Minister, and where those who
neglect to attend the Houss of God, are held in 'abhorrence ;
they will be apt to blame the inhdbitants of Upper-Canada
for their coldness and indiffererice to the ﬁ'lgt "of duties)
But a reference to thea cause whith brought the first.seftlers
into the colony, and their unhappy situaiton when they came
upon the soil, as well as the ‘many difficuliies with” which
they had to struggle, will diminish their guilt, and present
them a3 objects of compassion rather than of censute. =

At the close of the American war, this Province was ap-
pointed the asylum of suffering loyaity.—Those brave men
who had endeavoured to maintain the unity of the Empire,
found themselves deprived of thcir former habitations, and
obliged to seek a retreat in the pathless wildetness. The
Parent State, grateful for thelrservices, extended to them.all
the comforts of a temporal nature’ which their situation ad-
mitted, but those of a spiritual were not so easily supplied.
Being soldiers during the war, they were separated [rom
their families, and many acquied habits unfavourabie to
the calm pursuits of sober industry and regularity of .cons
duct, by which theit atiachiment to religion was greatly di~
minished. ‘ e - '

* Nor was this attachment likely to be revived, when scat-
tered over a large space of country, without the means of
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religious instruction—On the contrary, it appeared daily to
increase, for when a transient opportunity of hearing the
word of God was given them, there was great difficulty in
assembling them together, and the distance furnished excu-
ses to thg indifferent to justify their absence.—Moreover, few
as thei;é‘\humbers-were, they belonged to different denomi-
nations of Christians, a circumstance which prevented that
unity of exeriion which might have been expected from
puople of the same persuasion.

Persons going into a wilderness, though far better pre-
pared than the generality of Loyalists, are found greatly to
relax in their religious observances and to fall into a sort of
moral bondage—They are not restrained by public opinion,
or kept under any regularity of deportment by the rules of
decorum—The eye of those whom they fearis not present
to put them on their guard, nor are they often beheld by
}ho’f}e whom they love and whom they are unwilling to of-
end. ) -

Experi?ncing no moral restraint {i ?m the example ‘and

opinions of others, they feel at length little from themselves;
whatever vigour and resolution they bring with them giadu-
ally diminish, their passions and appetifes assume the reins;
so that when many of their most pressing difficulties are re-
moved, they have little or no disposition to support religion
or to attend to its ipstitutions. . ' '
" The Loyalists were joined from time to time by Emi+
grants from  Eutope, who soor fell into the same indjffe-
rence, if indeed they brought any religious principles along
with them, illustrating the depraved nature of man, and how
Soon it hecomes corrupted. When these strangers pene«
trate the woods to form settlements, they are at first too few
to support a place of public worship, and they are accustom-
ed by degices to the want of one. Ilabjtual estrangement
from the performance of religious duties produces careless-
ness, so that afier they are able to bear.the expence, they
become indifferent apd avaricjous.—In this way, persons
coming from England andScatland, where they were hless-
ed with religious establishments, and had been circumspect
in their attendance upan public worship and the ardinances
of the Chuch of Cinist, quickly sink into the most dange-
rous apathy, when deprived of these precious advaniages.

That portiop of our inbabitants which eawe from the
United States, accustomed to no regalar establishment of
religion, and composed of various denominations, tended
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rather t0 increase the great indifference to Christianity which
they found in the Province, than to promote its prosperity.
These observaticns apply more particularly to the situa+
tion of ihe Colony before 1800, and are to be taken general-
ly, and not as applicable to all the Inhabitants. ~For there
were many who preserved their religious principles pure
amidst the surrounding indifference—hose endeavours an
whose prayers never ceased to promote the dissemination
of the Gospel in the wilderness, which they were redeeming
from the hand of nature. : '
" The Province could only be supplied with Clergymen
from England, but the character which it had obtained from
exaggerated descriptions cf the cold, the sterility of the soil,
and general wretchedness of the inhabitants, deterred Mis+
gionaries from coming out. Besides the narrow circum-
stances of the Settlers, who required all their labour for sub-
sistence, rendered it impossible for them to employ Teach-
ers of the most common and necessary branches of educa-
tion for their Children, or even to spare them the time re-
quisite for instruction.—Hence, the rising generation in-
stead of improving, were in many places more ignorant than
their parents, and had stil! less regard for that religion, to
the forms of which, they had never been accustomed. =~
¥or many years, there were only two Clergymen in Up-
Eer-Canada, Doctor Stuarr, of the Established Church at
ingston, and Mr. Joux BETHUNE, in Charlottenburg, a
Clergyman regularly ordained in the Kirk of Scotland.—
They were both shining lights, and singularly qualified to
support the clerical character in all its mildness and dignity.
"These two Servants of God, are in their labours o much in-
dentified with the history of the Church in Upper-Canada,
that a short notice of each becomes necessary, and while it
gratifies their numerous friends still living, cannot fail of
being acceptable to every sound Professor of the Gospel.
The Rev’d. Doctor Joun Stuart, was born of very res-
pectable parents in the State of Virginia, 1741.~-Of his early
life, little worthy of notice is known, except that he soon dis-
covered a strong attachment to serious studies—A biag
which appeared the more remarkable, as he was naturally 6f
a lively dispositien.—In acquiring the knowledge which was
necessary to qualify him for the arduous and important of-
fice of a Minister of Christ, he met with many d.fficulties
which a mind less vigorous and persevering would never
have been able to surmount.—His Father was a rigid Pres-
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byterian, and though sufliciently indulgent to his children
in every thing else, he looked for their implicit obedience
in adopting his religlous system.—The Doctor incurred his
Father’s displeasure by thinking differently in this matter.
He was startled at a very early period of his life, at the dog-
matical tone of the Shorter Catechism, which was correctly
repeated by himself and his brothers every Sabbath evening,.
After much inquiry and reflection, he attached himself to
the Church of England, being thoroughly convinced of the
excellence of her doctrine and primitive purity of her wor-
ship and discipline.—But though he was fully prepared for
the Ministry, and had attained the legal age, he deferred 1ak-
ing orders, that he might not wound the feelings of an aged
and beloved parent. ‘

This magnanimous forbearance le continued {o exercise
for several years, till his Father, struck with the greutness of
the sacrifice, and the unequivocal proof which it afforded of
the purity of his motives, besought him ta follow his own
inclination, giving him his blessing and praying sincerely
for his future usefulness. After this amiable contention
between filial love and parental affection, Doctor Stuarr
gent to England, and was ordained by the Bishop of Lon~

on.

Being now a Minister of Chuist, he left the more attrac-
tive path to eminence, which his talents might kave opened,
and devoted himselfto the Indians on the Mohawk River.—
He laboured with unwearied assiduity to inspire them with
living Christianity, snd he was blessed with a degree of
success proportioned to his active and rational zeal. .

During the seven years that he spent among the five
nations, his leisure hours were employed in translating a
part of the New Testament into their language, of which
the praise was given to another ; but of the great influence
which he gained over his congregation, by his kindness and
attention to the temporal as well as spiritual amelioration of
their condition, he could not be deprived. -

When civil commotions arose, he did not hesitate a mo-
ment between interest and principle.—Neither wealth, con-
venience, nor family connexion had weight with him.—Ile
sought nat like some of his cotemporaries, to bend the in-
siitutions of the Church to his temporal advantage.—He
had sworn alleziance to the King—he had become a volun-
tary Member of the Protestant Church of England, and he

4 .

stood up boldly in defence of both.
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He was forced at length to retire from his native land,
and what wasstill more grievous, from his Parish ; after be-
holding the labours of many years totally destroyed by the
horrors of a civil war ; and that Christian charity, forbear-
ance, justice and benevolence, with which he had endea-
voured to inspire the Indians, transformed by arms into the
most vindictive rage and savage ferocity. His trust in God
enabled him to support this _evere trial, which, of all others,
must to a feeling heart like his have been the most biiter.

The same vigour of mind and anxiety to promote reli-
gious knowledge, which had succeeded so well in softening
Indian manners, were now applied with singular delicacy
and address to the reformation of the Soldiery, on being ap-
pointed Chaplain to a Provincial Regiment. The vicious
became ashamed of their conduct, by his happy manrer of
probing their faiiings. No forbidding looks or cutting re-
f‘]roaches discouraged the timid, or enraged the wicked.

e gained imperceptibly a commanding influence over the
most turbulent, and was regarded by officers and men with
esteem and veneration. '

When Peace was established, and the Loyalists retired
to this Province, he settled in the midst of those to whom
he had been attached in the days of tribulation, and who
had rendered themselves censpicucus in defending those
honourable principle. which he professed and admired.

The last twenty six years of his valuable life were spent
at Kingston, instructing a congregation that was continuaily
increasing, and which loved him the more the better he was
known, for his life was a living example of what he preach-
ed.

His Sermons were composed in a plain, easy, nervous
and affecting style, and hwpressed upon his hearers with
great effect their duty as men and Christians, and frequently
roused the consciences of those who had been long dead to
religion. ) , .

The pleasantness of his manners endeared him to his
friends and acquaintance.—His conversation was remarka-
bly cheerful and instructive, without ever derogating from
the gravity of his character. He may be truly named the
Father of the Episcopal Church in this Province, and a
most worthy Father he was ; ever ready to advise and in-
struct his younger brethren how to surmount the many diffi-
culties which are apt to discourage them on their first en-
trance upon their Ministry. :
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He resigned his Spirit into the hands of God who gave
it, in August, 1811 ; but he still lives in the hearts of his
friends, and shall be had in everlasting remembrance.

The Rev’d. Joun BeTHuNE, a native of the Isle of Sky,
was educated at King’s College, Aberdeen, and regularly
admitted fo the Ministry, according to the forms of the Kirk
of Scotland. Soon after obtaining orders, he was invited to
South Carolina, to take charge of a Congregation of his con-
trymen, many of them friends and neighbours of his family,
who had removed to America a little before the commence-
ment of the civil war.—To this flock he was most accepta-
ble, not only on account of his meekness of disposition and
pious habits, but likewise on account of the fluency and ele-
gance with which he spcke and wrote the Gaelic Language.

He had been only settled a short time among his people,
when discord lighted the flames of war from one end of the
Continent to the other. Like Doctor Stvart, he decided
without a moments hesitation on this trying occasion. In
the hour of danger, his native timidity fled—he disdained
temporary compliance, and boldly declared for the King.—
"The public profession of his principles made him odions to
the Insurgents, who treated him in the most cruel and op-
pressive manner.—He was detained for many mounths a pri-
soner of war—he was marched on foot from Chzrleston to
New-York, among the common captives, and no attention
paid to his rank orsituation—obliged to sleep on the ground,
and exposed to every privation and insult ; he suffered with
so much Christian fortitude and mildness, as to astonish his
persecutors, and his kind attention to his fellow sufferers
gained their hearts and afforded him the blessing of turning
many in the Prisons where he was immured from the evil
of their ways. :

After his exchange, he was appointed Chaplain to a
Scotch Regiment ; the duties of which he discharged with
great credit and usefulness. On the return of Peace, he
accompanied his people, many of whom from his influence
and example had joined the Royal Standard, to Upper
Canada ; and being followed by great numbers of his coun-
trymen, they formed an extensive Parish of which he be«
came Pastor.

His duty was exceedingly laborious, having to preach
in rotation a* four different places ; yet, he persevered to the
verv last, although labouring for many years under a severe
cough, which indicated great weakness of lungs. .The ve«
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neration and affection which he experienced from his peo-
ple, knew no bounds.—In the pulpit he was plain, perspicu.
ous and affecting ; for what he said to others, he believed
and felt.—His congregation continued greatly to increase,
for their {rtends whom they invited {o join.them from Scot-
Jand, rejoiced to find that they would enjoy the same Gospel
privileges which they possessed at home. And this advan-
tage induced many others to settle within the range of his
labours, who had come out with the purpose of going toa
different part of the Province. On their arvival, they saw
the country entirely destitute of religious instruction except
in this favoured corner, where the Pastor and his flock ap-~
peared to he nourished with the dews of heaven. Valuing
ibis beyond any benefit that could arise from greater mild-
ness of climate or convenience of situation, they sat dowa
under his spiritual direction.

Having preached thirty years through the greater part
of the Eastern District, the infirmities of age ciept gradual-
ly upon himn—his cough became more troublesome, and
having been exposed to more than his usual fatigue, in 1e-
turning from Kingston, he was taken extremely ill on the
road, and died a few days after reaching his own house, in
the autumn of 1316, aged 67.

Mark the perfect man and behold the vpright, for the |
end of that man is peace. :

On dividing the Province of Quebec into two distinct
Governments, the King signified to Parliament his inten-
tion of making provision for a Protestant Clergy according
to the Church of England, by which the people might en-
joy all the benefits of religious instruction, without putting
them to any serious expence. To make this provision more
secure, and to interest every person possessed of landed pro-
perty in the Province, in supporting the rights of the Clergy,
no deed is valid which contains not a specification of land
devoted fo the maintenance of that body, equal to one-se-
venth of the lands granted. This easy and certain method
of supporting .a Protestant Clergy, -was so unexceptionable
in its nature, and so well calculated to produce the desired
effect, that it obtained on all sides the sincerest approbation.

-Qur venerable Sovereign rightly judged, that the estab-
lishment of an ~enlighteneff Clergy in the Colony, would
contribute more than any dther measure to its prosperity,.
and that he could not hestow to better purpose a portion ef
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hislands, than to make such a provision as might induce
Clergymen of lgarning and respectability to settle among
us. :

To follow up this pious and benevolent measure, and to
increase the establisiiment with more convenience and ease,
oy rendering;lit unnecessary for youn§ men desirous of en-
tering the Church, to proceed to England for Holy Orders,
a Bishop of Quebec was appointed, retaining the former
name of the Colony, that beth Provinces might be included
in his Diocese. :

The Gentleman selected for this arduous charge, to
great natural abilities and elegance of taste added the most
profound learning, both in Theology and Science.—As a
Preacher.of the Gospel, he must be heard to form an ade-
quate conception of the superior excellence and effect of his
matter and manner—The majesty of his appearance, the
mejody of his voice,’and propriety of his action, added to the
suiblime truths delivered, make such an impression as wiil
not be soon forgotten by those who have once beheld him
in the Pulpit.  For many vears he has been so infirm as to
render it dangerous for him to take even the most easy ex-
ercise, but notwithstanding this, in the midst of the late war,
he traversed the greater part of his extensive Diocese, to
visit and confirm the different Congregations. With a con-
stitution broken and exhausted, he might have been excused
from so fatiguing a journey ; but he thought it useful at
such a time to give an example of intrepidity in performing
his duty under the most unpromising circumstances, and- at
the same time, evince that he did not despair of the ulti-
mate safety of his Diocese. As a friend to the distressed of
all denominations, the writer of this article is bold to say,
that the Lord Bishop of Quehec has few equals—He has
been known on many occasions to put himself to serious in-
convenience in order to relieve those who were in want.

He isnow in England endeavouring to place the Church.
Establishment upon the respectable {ooting contemplated
and provided for by the 3lst of the King, and it is sincerely
o be wished that his endeavours may be crowned with suc-
cess. :

It might have been expected that on the arrival of the
Lord Bishop, the Clergy would have rapidly increased, yet
in len years, only two were added to the established Church.
Tke Reverend Rosert Appison, of Niagara, where hestill
remains ; and the Reverend My. LansorxE, of Ernest Toiw,
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in the Bay of Quinte’, who retired to Eiigland in 1813, op
pressed with the infirmities of age.—The Country was st%g
so little known in England, ang the character of the climate
so bdd, that it was considered worse than Siberia, and thete~
fore, gentlemen of education eould nof be found to {oivake
their homes and the endearing associations of their early
years, the friends whom they loved and their prospéets of
advancement, to come to so distdaunt and inhospitablea e+
fony. Nor was thre encourageinent offered them such as o
command comfort for themselves ~ud families, or place them
in a sitnation equal (0 that which the greater number ust
have left behind. '

In 1800, there were only three Clergymen of the Esta-
blished Chureh in the Province, they are now incredsed to
fen, a number so small as might lead us to despair, were we
not encouraged by many favourable circumstances which
begin now ¢o crerate.

Hitherto the Clergy have been paid by the Venerable
Society for propagating the Gospel in Foreign Pans, and
the Government at home, except four hundred pounds giv-
en by the Province, the Reserves till lately affording no as-
sistance for their support. While Government grints fands
in fee simple, for nothing, {ew personswill take up Reserves,
and as the front Townships were principally granted befored
the sevenths were set apart, they were thrown back, ind on-
Iy now begin to become desirable wlen placed in favoura-
ble situations, or convenient for the possessorof the adjacent
lot. As the settlements extend, they will be more sought
after and become more praductive, so that in a few years
they will maintain a very considerable number of Clergy-
men. -The impediments in the way of procumiing labourers
for the Vineyard are daily diminishing. ‘The country is bet-
ter known in England, the Jivings have been lately increased
through the munificence of the British Parliament aiding
the Seciety for propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts,
from £150 to £200 sterling, and making allowances for oc-
casional loss on discount of bills, so that this sum may be
paid clear of all deductions. Since the war, the climate s
no lenger deemed frightful; or the state of society nearly su-
vage. Having become acquainted with these particulars,
several respectable gentlemen have lately come out, more
are expected, and we begin to cducale young men among
ourselves for Holy Orders.

B
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Since thereturn of Peace, a great change is obgervable
among our inhabitants, many are desirous of religious in-
struction who used to be cold and indifferent, and nothing
is wanting but Clergymen, to plant congregations in every
settled Township throughout the Province. The majority
of the people are getting comfortable in their circumstances,
and though not able to spare much from their little earn-
ings, to support religious institutions, they would yet gladly
receive the Gospel, if freely offered them. In many places
they are coming forward with a generous zeal, highly grati-
fying, to build Churches, and are soliciting with anxiety the
establishment of a settled Minister. The prospect of obh-
taining a respectable Clergyman, would certainly unite
neighborhoods together ; and though differing in their reli-
gious views, or remembering that their Parents were attach-
ed to different principles, they- may be at first unwilling to
give them up, yet, settle a Minister among them to answer
their doubts and remove their scruples, to accustom them to
the form of worship, and to explain the doctrines of the
Gospel, and they would soon collect around him and consi-
der themselves his flock.

A wide field is open in Upper Canada for all religious
denominations ; the majority of the people are still unde-
cided, and of that majority, the greater part will join those
Teachers who are most zealous and attentive to the dis-
charge of their sacred duties.—That in this contest, which
may be conducted in love, the Established Clergy possess
many advantages peculiar to themselves, cannot be denied.
They are enabled through the liberality of Government, to
preach to the people without putting them to any expence,
and all that is necessary on the part of the congregation, is
to build a house of prayer. .

Their doctrine, their ministry and worship, are exciting
particular attention—the Prayer Book requires only to be
read by the most prejudiced in .order tp be admired, and if
with these things in their {avour they lose ground, ‘and are
driven from the field by their more successful. Brethren of
other denominations, their failure will be attributed neither
to their liturgy nor doctrine but to themselves.

PRESENT
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PRESENT STATE OF RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN UPPER-CANADA.
—_———
CLERGY OF THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH. -

The Rev'd. S. J. MounTaln, } Educated in England . settled at Corn-

. . wall, in the Eastern District ; where there
Chaplain to the Lord Bishop. § isuu'excelloat Church & Parsonage house,

Country ; settled at Williamsbargh, in the
Eastern District, serves two Churches,
ana has a small Parsonage House.

The Rev’d. J. G. Weacanr,

Educated in England : settled in Brock-
ville & Augusta, in the District of Johns-
ton.—A small Church in Augusta, and a
Parsonage House at Brockville.

} Educated in Germany : Ordained in this
The Rev'd. Joun LEezbs, g

Educated in the United States: settled
at Kingston, in the Midland District. A
small commodious Church, but no Payr-
sonage House: Mr. Stuart is Ecclesiastical
Commissary.

The Rev’d. George OxiiL
Sruarrt, Bishop’s Official.

~

Educated in Upper Canada : settled at
Hamilton, Newcastle District. Parish
just formiug : no Church or Parsonags
House yet built,

The Rev’d. War. Macavray,

n excellent Church, but no Farsonage

The Rev’d. Joun StracHAN, ¢4
House.

Educated in England : settled at Ancas-
{er, in the District of Gore. A Parson-

] .
. 0 NG
The Rev’d. Raven Leean 7§ age House, but no Church yet built,

Educated in England : settled in Grims-
by, Niagara District. Neither Church nor
Parsonage House yet built,

The Rev’d. Wi, Sanpson,

Educated in Eugland : settled at Nia®
gara. A stone Church, but out of repair

The Rev’d. Ros’r. AppisoN, ;g
since the war.

} Educated in Scotland ; settled at York.
Y

The Rev’d. Rice’d POLLARD, { \’Church is now bulding,

} Settled at Sandwich, Western District

To this list, the names of the Rev’d. R. G. Currors,
Chaplain to the Forces ; and the Rev’d. J. WiLson, Chap-
lain of the Naval Establishment, both residing at Kingston,
may with propriely be added. For these gentlemen do not
satisfy themselves with the correct discharge of their more
immediate duties to the Army and Navy, but supply, ewery
second Sunday, the vacant parish of Ernest Town ; and
are incessantly employed ia disseminating religious know-

ledge.
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CLERGY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN ORDER.

Educated ;;rim’:i]!mlly né Ghasgt;'\;] l Or-

) ? 5 dainedin Ireland, by the Synod of Ulster:

The Rev d' JOS H. JOHHSTON’ seltlen at Cornw’uil, i the Eastern Dis-
trict.

. Educated in Eugland: sent ont to this

The Rev’d. Was SMART, Country 83 8 Missionary, by a Saciety in
London. Setued at Brockville.

Educated in Scotland : Ordained among

the dissenters from the established Church:

seltled at Perth, 8 suppor.ed by govera't.

‘The Rev’d. WirrLian By, §
Educated chiefly in Scotfand : Ordained
in the U. Statas, for the purpose of residing
amang the fadiaus ; lately come into the
Provinee, and is settled in Markbam and

Pickeriug, in the Home District.

"The Rev’d. Wa. JENkinNs,

Ordained in the United Slates - bas re-
-sided long in the Province. Seitled at
Ningara.

The Rev’d. Jouy Burns,

: Ordained in the United States : settled in
The Rev’d. Ros. M’DOUALL, § the Buy of Quinte’ : he has resided in the

Province many years.

These Reverend Gentlemen, form part of an association,
called the Presbytaty of the Canadas, composed of Clergy-
men belonging to both Provinces. 'They are diligent in
teaching the truths of Chuistianity, according to their parti-
cular system ; and from the respectable characters which
they bear, and their zealous labours, they cannet fail of do-
ing much good. They have no other connexion with the
Scetch establishment at home, than ihat of adopting Pres-
byterian prinéiples.

Since the death of the Rev’d. Joux Brriuse, there is
no Clergyman within the Provipee, in full communion with
or ordained by the Kirk of Scotland ; a circumstance much
to be regretted, as there are many respectable people who
have emigrated from that country, and whe are desirous of
maintaining, unimpaired, their connexion with that Esta-
blishment.—This disposition is particularly cherished by
the great majority of Mr. Bernune’s Congregation ; among
whom much of that sober and religious deportinent which
distinguish the pe&ple of Nerth Rritain, has been preserved
by his successful Ministry : but what cawuses have prevented,
for so long a time, a suceessor to continue this desirable

connexion, and to instruct them in hoth languages, de not
appear,
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CLERGY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. '

Rev’d. ALEx’R. M’DonELL, :gg:a&?ye " é‘f;ﬁ;;’,;f “Eastom Die
Rev’d. Joun M’DoneLL,—Assistant to the Vicar General.
Rev’d. Mr. DELaMOTHE, Settled at Perth, the Military depot.
Rev’d. Mr. Sarmon, Settled at Kingston.

Rev’d. Mr. MarcHaND, Settled at Sandwich, Western District.
Rev’d. Mr. Crevicr, Assistant to the Rev’d. Mr. Marchand.

There are very few Catholics in the Province, except
the French people round Sandwich, who were the first set-
tlers in Upper-Canada, and the Scotch Highlanders in Glen-
gary and rear of Cornwall. The Catholics at Kingston, are
chiefly from Lower-Canada ; and those at the Military Set-
tlement, consist principally of disbanded Soldiers.

The Catholics of Glengary have been singularly fortu-
nate in their Clergymen.—The first Mr. M’DonzLy, of St.
Raphael, was a Gentleman of uncommon powers of mind =
having been a great traveller, he was well acquainted with
the customs and manners of all the nations of Europe, and
spoke fluently several of their languages. His manners were
liberal and engaging, and he lived on terms of friendly in-
tercourse with his Brethren of other persuasions. .

His Successor, the Vicar General, is well known through-
ouf both Provinces for his candour and ability, and his in-
cessant labours for the temporal as well as the spiritual
welfare of his people. -

THE METHODISTS.

Till very lately, all the Teachers of*this religious deno-
mination were either inhabitants of the Province, or came
from the United States.—As they have no settled Clergy-
men, it is not easy to ascertain the number employed, or the
influence which their principles has obtained among the
people. Thatthey have been useful in preserving a religi-
ous feeling in many parts of the Province, where it was be-
coming dead, cannot be denied, and all must acknowledge
their merit, in undergoing many, fatigues and privations to
reclaim the vicious, and to soften the hardened. Such be-
nevolent exertions ought to be applauded, and so long as
they can produce numerous examples of persons who have
been turned by their preaching to more than the form of
Godliness, they are entitled to the respectful consideration
of their fellow Christians.
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Recently several young men have been sent out to the
Canadas, by the Wesleyan division of Methodists in Englang,
who are said to possess more ability and learning than those
who come usually from the United States. This may he of
great use to the people of the same denomination, as it will
preclude the nccessity of inviting Preachers from our Neigh-
bours, to whom there are often serious political objections ;
and while the New Ministers supply, do justice toother deno-
minations, who have been preaching the Gospel in the coun-
try long before their arrival, it is to be hoped that they will
be able to conciliate all the congregations of their own pur-
suasion, and constitute them a branch of the Society in
England. - :

Such isthe present state of religious inctruction in this
extensive Province ; and while the different denominations
sincerely believe that their own principles approach nearer
to the primitive times, it is devoutly to be wished, that there
may bc no other rivalry among them than that holy emula-
tion to disseminate the light of the Gospel, which ought to
animate every disciple of our Blessed Redeemer.

FAMILY WORSHIP.
SIR :
THeRE is a sad want of religious knowledge in this
country, and a scarcity of devotional books that is almost
incredible—A publication therefore, {ending to supply this
great deficiency, if conducted in a plain, easy and interest-
ing manner, cannot fail of having a salutary effect. Andin
order to render it as attractive as possible, those of your
readers who are able, should give you occasional assistance,
that variety may appear in your pages. But as example is
better than precept, I send you the following essay on Fa-
inily Worship ; a subject of the greatest importance to all
Christians, but more especially in this Province, where so
much indifference to religion prevails.

I car: never read the noble determination of Joshua, ex-
pressed in the hearing of all Israel, “ But as for me and my
housz we will serve the Lord,” without feeling my heart
warm within me—DMethinks I behold the venerable Patriarch
addressing the congregation before his death, on the singu-
lar benefits bestowed upon them by God, and calling upon
them to renew the covenant which had been made by the
Almighty with their Fathers—But if they hesitated and
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_chose rather to serve the Gods of the Amorites, he declares
against so pernicious a decision, and exclaims, in the full
confidence of God’s mercies, that whatever their choice
might be, his resolution was already taken to serve the,
Lord. This determination, had an instantaneous effect up-
on his audience ; for the people answered aund said, God
forbid that we should forsake the Lord to serve other Gods.
The conduct of Joshua, clearly implies that Family Worship
was firmly established in his Household, that his children
were brought up in the fear and nurture of the Lord, and
veneration for his holy name. There is indeed no spectacle
more affecting than that of a well regulated family, sur-
rounding their parents at the returning hour of devotion.

But though such a spectacle be affecting and beautiful,
and the advantages which result from Iamily Worship can-
not fail of presenting themselves to every serious mind, how.
many thousands of Parents bearing the Christian name,
have never bent their knees to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, never assembled their children around
them to talk of his mercies and inspire them with the spirit
of true devotion—VYet this, above every other religious exer-
cise, affects youthful minds. They can easily perceive our
weakness and dependance, and our need of assistance.—
They can easily be made to know that God is both able and
willing to save, if we seriously seek him, through the merits
of Christ crucified.—They can perceive the propriety of
trusting in our Saviour, pleading his own promises, and ask-
ing for the Holy Spirit to help our infirmity, to teach us tp
pray for those things which are profitable, and to work in
us faith for it, is the prayer of faith that availeth.

I am sensible that the language 1 am using, will not be
understood by those scoffers at religion, who are accustom-
ed to contemn Family Worship, under the name of hypo-
crisy ; nor those Christians, who, bewildered by the mazes
of Philosophy, can perceive no benefit from stated prayer.
This is not howeverat all surprising ; such instances of the
depravity of the human heart frequently appear. Yet, that
men professing to hold Apostolic principles, and to receive
the Scriptures as the only rule of Faith and practice, should
express any doubt whether it be the duty of the Children of
God, to declare their faith in and dependance upon their
Heavenly Father, by wosshipping him daily in their fami-
lies, must surely appear surprising to all who have any
just sensa of their own wants,- or any knowledge of the un-



18 ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

speakable privilege of drawing nigh to God in prayer and
supplication, through Jesus Chnist, the Divine Mediator
between God and man. But, to place this important duty
in its propet light, we shall show its foundation in Scripture,
and the great advantages which result from its practice.

That Family Worship is inculcated in the Scriptures,
is fully implied in the fourth Commandment, which orders
us to keep the Sabbath holy within our gates or families,
[ Exodus, 20 c. 8 ».] And in [ Leviticus, 23 c. 3v.] we are in-
formed that it is the Sabbath of the Lord in all our dwell-
ings.”—But if we are to sanctify the Sabbath in our dwell-
ings, we must maintain the worship of God in our families ;
and if this be a duty on the Sabbath, it must be equally so
every day, unless it shall be said that we may live without
God six days inthe week. Were it impossible toc bring for-
ward any other argument than this, in favour of Family
Worship, it would be decisive ; for it argues the greatest
absurdity to suppose that sanctifying the Sabbath in our
;ifwellings, only implies a cessation from labour in eur fami-
fies.

Ceasing from labour, is not performing the duties of the
Sabbath, but merely abstaining from its violation ; for these
duties are of an active nature, worshipping God in public
as well as in private, and in works of necessity and mercy.
Nor can it be said that the fourth Commandment is not
binding under the Christian dispensation, for it is part of
the moral law which neither is nor can be abrogated. It is
likewise expressly enjoined upon parents to instruct their
children in the doctrines of God. ¢ And these words which
I command thee this day shall be in thine heart, and thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy Children ; and thou
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up. And thou shait bind them fora
sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets he-
tween thine eyes; And thou shalt write them upon the posts
of thine house and on thy gates.” How can parents com-
ply with these injunctions, without collecting their children
together, and joining with them in Prayer ? Ye fathers, saith
Saint Paul, provoke not you children to wrath, but bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. If
thenr we are bound to instruct our household in the doctrines
of religion, it is surely our duty to pray with and for them ;

nd the steady performance of this duty, must always be
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eonsidered & part of that example which we are called to
set before our families, walking werthy of that vecation
wherewith we are called. Prayer may be calledithe mar-
row of religion : in no ather way, could the Father of afar
wily bring so forcibly under the xeview of his children the
beauties of Holiness—He has called them together, -a
Psalim is sung, the Scriptures are read, and falling on their
knees, this holy exercise begins by contrasting our weakness,
our instantability and errors, with the power, the unchan-
geableness and the goodness of Ged ; 'Eeelingdhat we have
1o claim to hiscompassion ‘and mercy, we are -filled with
the deepest humility and led almost to the brink of despair;
we pour out our souls in confession, we abhor sin, we pray
for the spirit of true repentance, for remission of our tres-
passes-through the ‘blood of the Lamb that was slain. As
we have so‘often offended againstthe purity of the Divine
‘Laws, we entreat for parden and forgiveness, that-God will
remember aur -transgressions ro more, or make them the
cause of withholding his -gracious-aid ; and we meke this
petition on the express condition of forgiving all those who
have injured us, and of neveragain committing those sins for
whose remission we pray. Alfter these humble entreaties,
we bless God for the many benefits that we have. already
received and are daily receiving, and in an especial manner
{for'sending our blessed Lord and Saviour into the world, to
die that we miight live. Our gratitude and love rejoice to
clothethemselves in words. They are no longer to'be con-
tealed inthe breast, but are heard in vehement and sincere
acknowledgements, These grateful feelings of. the heart
towards our blessed: L.ord and benelactor, are most delight-
ful to the soul, and are so interwoven with our nature, that
it is impossible to abstain ‘from uitering them, and fiom
earnestly requesting the «continuance .of the blessings we |
enjoy. .
: But as religion includes nations, as well as families and
individuals, we pray for all our brethren of .mankind, .and
humbly entreat for them the blessings that we have been
‘begging for ourselves. Our hearts are warmed towards them,
we banish or forget all animosities, and are desirous of bes-
towing upon them the hiessings as far as we are.able which
we ate entreating for them-of God.

Having finished this pious exercise, we conclude as we
began, by ascribing all honour and glory 1o God, and re-

re o
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questing to be heard through the merits of our Blessed Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. , :

Is it possible to conceive any daty better calculated’ to
purify the soul and make it sensible of the beauty of reli-
gion ? Isthere a siagle good disposition of the heart which
it does not nourish or inspire? Can there be any barrier
against Psin more simple in its nature or more powerful in its
elfiects * ,' -

Without prayer, it is impossible to ‘teach religion ; as
every Christian must feel from experience, and find verified
by Scripture example. ¢ For I know him, saith the Lord of
Abraham, that he will command his children and his house-
hold afier him ; and they shall keep the way of the Lord.?
It is evident that in order to do this, the Patriarch must have
been in the habit of practising family worship. David is
likewise an express example of the performance of this
duty: we are informed that he returned to bless his house-
hold ; an expression of the same import as praying with
his honsehold : as appears from a parallel passage, where it
says, Solomon blessed all the congregation ; but the prayer
that follows, is an address to God with and fof the congre-
gaticn ; and consequently, David blessing his household,
means praying with and for them.

The perfect pattern of all obedience, the Son of God
himself, is likewise an examplein favour of Family Worship. ‘
He prayed frequently with his disciples alone ; and if it was
proper for the Lord of Glory to pray to his Father and our

ather, with and for his disciples, we ought sarely tofollow

his example. |
: [ To be continued. 7 1
|

~ DISSERTATIONS ON THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES. |

No. L . . 1

ON DIVINE LOVE. . |

% GOD is Love,”saith the blessed Apostle St. John;a
most precious truth, and the great foundation of the Chris-
tian Religion. 'There is something so encouraging and de-
Lightful in this character of Geod, so kind and endearing, a5
caunot fail of kindling in our hearts, the purest and most
lively affection. i
He is our Father, a good and a tender Father; who

looketh down upon us with the bowels of his mercy, and }
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conipassion ; invites us before we come unto him ; meets us
by the way ; embraces us in mercy ; falls on our necks, and
wipes away all tears from our eyes.

It is impossible for us, sensible as we must be of our de-
pendance upon God, our weakness and transgressions, to
contemplate the divine attributes singly, without appreben-
sion. His Omnipotence is awful—his Omnipresence over-
whélming, and his Justice to Sinners terrible ; but when we
find them uniting harmoniously with his goodness and mer-
cy, and not only constituting the glory and excellency and
majesty of one and the same adorable Being, bat finishing
our conception, by representing him as clothed with infinite

_love ; he becomes amiable and beautiful in our eyes, and our
fear is transformed into praise and thanksgiving, ,

The proofs of God’s love to man, present themselves on
every side ; what, but this, could have moved him to cail
into. existence such a multitude of living creatures : all or-
dered with gifts and faculties suitable to the dignity and ex-

" cellence of their several natures? He loved to extend his-
happiness.—This gave being to men as well as Angeis, and
to this Universe of Creatures. To man, the Divine Love
flows in an everlasting stream.—His body so majestic and
commandingin its appearance ; his members so admirably

forined for their various purposes; the different-ergans of
sense so wonderfully constructed for suppiying the wants
of the mind. And his internal faculties, are still more as-
tonishing. . For his memory, reflexion and judgment, so
marvelloussin their several powers and relations, evince, in
the strongest manner, the goodness of God.

Our faculties, capacities and means of enjoyment, all
proceed from the same pure source, -our-ever blessed Crea-
tor; from him evéry thing proceeds, and to him shall they
all reiurn. , R A

The divine love sends forth innumerable streams of hap-
piness and enjoyment, not only to the lowest insect that
creeps upon the Earth, or sports its short'hour in the beams
of the.meridian Sun, but to the rapture of the Seraph, and
the just man made perfect. ,

We feel that God the Father of allis good and lovely,
and that he has for us the affections of a Parent, and-our
‘hearts accord with the exclamation of the Praphet, “ O Lord

_thou art my Father, and we are all the work of thy hand.”
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In our enjoynsents, comforts, and even in the afflictions
which he sends, we experience that he is dealing withi ug;
as with children whom he loveth. A

But our holy religion more especially represents.our
Heavenly Father, as the God of love ; for its design is mast
undoubtedly to alleviate all the burdens of life,~—to straight-
en the crooked path, and cheer us by the way,—to ripen;
and to multiply o' innacent pleasures,—to preserve us free
from sin and guilt,—to lead us to wisdewn and holiness,—to
inspire us with confidence in the tender mercies of God,—to
point out the benefits of adversity, in chastening our passions
and appetites, in proving the vanily of earthly pursuits, in
preparing us for deathy, and consoling us under the last se-
paiation from those we leve—~"This is the tendency of its
doctrines, its precepts and promises.

Surely God is loye, who reveals himself to us as our Fa-
ther, Friend, and Preserver, who is continually :-watching
ever us, that no evil may befal us. The very hans of cur
head are- numbered,—he kaows our necessities, our wants
and destres ; dand he grants the good, and withelds the evily
when we pray for them in the sincerity of filial affection:
He aliows, and even commands us to approach him with
the love and atfection of children addressing their earthly
parent, full of tenderness and loving kindness.

But this divine love is not the blindness of an aver in-
dulgent parent : it is a discriminating, wise, and -upright
love ; impartial and universal. Itis pure and sublime, and
not allied to any human infirmity : % we are the Children,
and God is our Father.”

But the love of God to man, is still more unspeakably
manifested, in sending Jesus Christ into the world, to bea
propitiation for our sins. ‘This proof of the Divine love to-
wards sinful man, astonishes heaven and earth.—* For God
so loved the World, that he gave his only begotten Son:
that whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, but
have everlasting life.—lu this, was manifested the love of
God towards us ; because, that God sent his only begotten
Son into the world, that we might believe through him.—
Herein:is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us,
and sent his Son to be a propitiation for our Sins.”? -Through
Christ, Salvation is praclaimed to Sinners,~—deliveranee; fa-
vout, life; and immortality to wretched mostals, who are con-
sidered one family united logether in the firmest bonds of
love and affection. ‘
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There is a scruple onthis part of the subject, proceeding
from a narrow and partial view of the nature of Christianity,
which gives great uneasiness to tender consciences. Some
think, that God was made more merciful and placable by
the sacrifice: of Christ, than he was before. Now, this ig
not the case, for no doetrine is more clearly revealed and
enforced in the New Testament, than that God is essential-
ly benign and merciful ; and the propitiation is so far from
being the cause of the Divine merey, that it is the effect of
it. For it was the love of Ged that moved him to appoing
the atonement, and to aecept of it when offered. The
atonement. by the bload of Christ, is the method chosen by
infinite wisdom, to extend his mercy to penitent Sinners, in
a way, perfectly consistent with the purity, the righteons-
ness and dignity of his Moral Government.

In fine, that God is love and dwells in love, is the Chris-
tian Doctrine ; and our blessed Mediator was animated by
the same generous and divine principle. His laws breathe
nothing but love and tenderness: and the heaven he pro~
mises, Is the land of Love and everlasting Friendship. |

===

THE CONFESSOR.
No. 1. .

There is a continual contention between those who
consider themselves able to give advice, and those whom
they wish to counsel. The former are astonished that im-
prudence, cbstinacy and sin should contiaue to prevail, not-
withstanding their frequent and wise admonitions. The
latter appear no less surprised at the pride and arroganee of
their advisers, in presuming without authority, or the requi-
site qualifications, to advise people wiser than themselves.

These persons cannot be separated into distinct classes,
because he who assumes the province of advising to-day, is
Limself admonished by anether to-morrow, and instead of
any good heing effected, enmities are excited, highly des.
tructive to the peace and harmony, of society.

He that censures our past conduct, and, directs us. how
to redeem the future, enjoys a superiority which we are -not
always disposed to admit. Though conscious of the accu-
racy of his admonitions, they may be delivered with a bit-
terness or indelicacy that renders them exceedingly offen-
sive. They may be given by one who is guilty of the vices

«
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which he blames, and isdeficient in the virtues that heis re-
commending. Those who are conspicuous for indolence
or neglect of their own aflairs. are not well qualified to re-
commend diligence and attention to business. A Drunkard
can have litle influence in exhorting {o sobriety, or. the
Spendthrift in recommending frugality.

Even to the well disposed, advice is commoniy offen-
sive, unless administered in the most gentle manner, and at
seasonable times, because it otherwise -appears to proceed
from vanity, or an officious desire to intermeddle with what
does net immediately concern us.

But without attempting to prescribe rules necessary to
be followed, in giving advice, I am inclined to think, that
the person whom I recommend to be consulted is not ex-
posed to any objection, that his advice will always be found
seasonable and applicable to the sitnation or those who con-
salt him. :

The Confessor presents himself 'n two capacities, first
confessing to himself, and secondly hearing the confessions
of others.

In the first we are all confessors, we are conscious of our
own demerits, frequent!y enumerate our faultsin our minds,
and describe them with many aggravations, which the keen-
est discernment of others cannot discover. We are hum-
bled, ashamed, and frequently alarmed at our situation.
flence we are led to serious reflexion, and serious reflex-
ion, if cherished, sc »m conducts us to religion. How mauy
persons spend their lives in the business, bustle, or fale
pleasures of the world, without ever asking swhence they
came, or whither they are going. Were such to make a
full confession to themselves, of the transactions of the past
year only, and try them, by examining their influence on
their future prospects, a change of life might be comnonly
anticipated. Such a coniession gives vigour to conscience,
_discovers the true value of terrestial pursuits, and directs our
views to eternity. It makes reason ashamed ofits indolence
and weakness, furnishes it with strong arguments for re-
suming its dumninion, and guarding the soul against the al-
lurements of sin.

These advantages may be communicated to others, by
transmitting such confessions to this department of the Re-
corder. Sinners will see themselves in reflexion, and be
‘encouraged to commence that self examination, which has
proved so beneficial to their neighbours, placed in similar
circumstances with themsclves,
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Here we have no counsel officiously intruded, no supe-
riority assumed, no bitterness excited. The reader may
profit, and yet be concealed, he is not humbled in the pre-
sence of his adviser, and obliged to submit to the severity
of reproof. Nor is the person who furnishes the-confession,
placed in a disagreeable situation, he is still unknown,

leased with the consciousness of seif reformation, and the
Eope of doing good to others. . L :

It is not only as ihe organ of such communications, but
more especially in his capacity of attending to the direct
confessions of his correspondents, that the Confessor hopes
to be useful. Their scruples, doubts, and difficulties will
meet with immediate attention., In solving cases of con-
science, elucidating obscure passages of Scripture, explain-
ing the docirines of the Gospel, and deciding interesting
questions, in Morals and Theology'; ke will employ all the
powers of his mind ; he may err, for he frequently errs, but
he will answer to the best of his ability ; nor will be spare
trouble in acquiring informatior, when the questions involve
ma(titers which he has not yet well considered by previous
study.

QUEEN MARGARET.

I~ an age, when historians affect to exclude Christianity
from their writings, it may, perhaps, not be ungratifying to
many of your readers, to peruse the character of Queen
MarcareT, the wife of Mavrcorm the Third, who died in
the year of Christ, 1093 ; as described by Sir David Dal-
rymple, in his anpals of Scotland. Vol. 1. p. 33, &c.—He is
a writer of standard merit, and certainly cannot be charged
with enthusiasm : his evidence therefore is unexceptionable.

¢ In delineating the character of Margaret,” says he ¢ I
follow the traces of Tuigot, her confessor.” ¢ Far beit from
my hoary head” says Turgot « to feign or flatter ; as God is
my witness and my judge, I relate nothing of Margaret but
what I know to be true : many things which 1 know to be
true, I have omitted, because they would have appeared
incredible.”—Some allowances, however, mist be made
for the secret bias of a panegyrist, 1o magnify the virfues,
and extenuate the imperfections of the person whom he,
celebrates. LT
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Froi her eavitestyouth, Margaret studied the Scriptares,
as:they 'were ther studied, in the verbal sense of the Vuli
gate. Her apprehension was acute, her-memory tenacious;
and her diligence unwearied ; hence she attained to an ‘un-
common proficiency in what was then esteemed to be
knowledge. ‘

She -did ot abuse the influence, which the opinion of
her worth had merited, in the councils of Malcolm. To
her he seems o have entrasted the care of matters respect-
ing religion, and the internal polity of the kingdom. Ia
both, there was much'to-reform. At that period, the Clergy
of Scotland had ceased to celebrate the.communion of e
Lort’’s Suppet. ~  We are sinners” said they, “ and there-
fore we dread 'to communicate unworthily.” The Queen
displaytd to them the vanity.of this superstitious or indo-
lent-excuse. She restored the religious observance of Sun-
day, an institution-no less admirable in a political, then'in
areligious light. It tvas not uncommon 'for a man to-mar-
¥y his step-mother, or the widow of his brother : T presume
that this was-owing not to »ague lust, but to avarice ; forit
relieved the heir of a jointure. 'We may easily perteive
how necessary, and how difficult, a reformation was in that
kingdom, where the Clergy omiited the celebration of the
communion, where the distinctipn between Sunday and
work-days was disregarded, and where incestuous alliances
prevailed. ’

‘In the administration of her household, she 5o blended
severity -of manners with complacency, that she was equal-
iy revered ‘and loved by all who approached her. She ea-
tertained many ladies about her peison, employed theit lei-
sure -howrs in the amusements -of the needle, and gave a
strict attesition to the ‘decency of their -conduct. *-In her
presence” says Turgot, * pothing unseemly was ever done
or attered.” A Strange picture of that age! On the edu-
cation of her children she bestowed the ‘most eonscientious
wave. She-enjoined their preceptors to chastise them as-of-
ien &5 they merited chastisement. -@n them she bestowed
her:teiderest thoughts inher-dying moments. Target pa-
thetivglly ‘describes his last interview with this affectionate
motber. After long &istourse on her spiritual state, she
. thus addressed him :* © Farewell ;my Efe draws to » close,
bat you may swvive me long. Toyeoa I commit the charge
of my children, teach them, above all things, to leve and
fear God ; and whenever you see any of them attain to the



QUEEN MARGARET. 27

height of earthly grandeur: Oh! then, in an especial man-
ner, be to them as a father and a guide. Admonish, and,
if need be, reprove them, lest they be sivelled with the pride
of momentary glory, through avarice offend God, or, by rea-
son of the prosperity of this world, become careless of
eternal life. This, in the presence of Him, who is now our
only witness, 1 beseech you to premise and perform.”

Her beneficence was unbounded. I speak not of her
public almsgiving, however liberal and unremitting. Her
private solicitude to do good exceeds every encomiam. She
was humble and self abased ; she judged with more severity
of herself than of others. Aud, now that we have seen the
fruits of this excellent woman in meekness, active virtue,
and mercy, we are authorised to presuyrne that her piety was
sincere. : -

By a tedious and painful indisposition, endured with ex-
emplary patience, she was brought very low ; till stretched
on her couch, she calily waited for the moment of her dis-
solution. Cold, and in the agonies of death, she ceased
not to put up her supplications to heaven. These were
some of her words : “ Have mercy upon me, O God ; ac-
cording to the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot cut my
iniquities ; make me to hear joy and gladness, that the bones
which thou hast broken may rejoice. Cast me not away
from thy prese~ce, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me ;
restore unto me ihe joy of thy salvation. The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit ; a broken and a coutrite spirit, O
God, thou wilt not despise. Do good, in thy good pleasure
unto Zion ; build the walls of Jerusalem.”—At that moment,
her son Edgar, returning ffom the army, approached her
couch. ¢ How fares it with the King and my Edward ?”
The youth stood silent. “ Iknow ali,” cried she, ¢ I know
all. By your filial afiection, 1 adjure you, tell me the truth.”
He answered, “ Your husband and your son are hoth slain.”
Lifting her eyes and hands towards heaven, she said, “ Praise
and blessing be to thee, Almighty God, who hast been
pleased to make me endure so bitter anguish, in the hour
of my departure. And thou, Lord Jesus Christ, who,
through the will of the Father, hast enlivened the world by
thy death, Oh! deliver me.”—~While pronouncing deliver me,
she expired.” .

Such is the character which Sir David Dalrymple gives
of this illustrious Queen, who lived in a dark age : and it
deserves consideration, whether the female character in
general, even in this age of refinement, car bear to stand a

P
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comparison with it. We have more indeed of what are
termed accomplishments : but is the gospel generally con-
sidered as essential to salvation ? Is the education of child:
ren always founded on religion ? Are mothers as anxipus
for the spiritual and eternal happiness of their offspring as
she appears to have been ? And 1s that dear hut, our home,
in general regarded by them as their proper sphere, bpth of
action and enjoyment ? Happily the evil which is here hint-
ed at exists chiefly, as yet, in the higher circles : but it iy
unfortunately gradually descending to the lower orders,
Luxury is introducing dissoluteness, and dissoluteness of
manners a neglect of religion. But it should ever be re-
membered by the female world, that in whatever pation
Christianity is despised, the female character sinks in pro-
portion. ‘ G F

THOUGHTS ON THE HISTORY AND PRESENT STATE OF THE HOLY
CITY OF JERUSALEM.

PART 1sti.

Trose events which Providence has so lately been ac-
complishing under our own observation, are unquestionghly
calculated to raise the inferest and curiosity of thinking
minds : nor let such cuiosity be merely tolerated in pro-
fessors of a religion built on revelation ; but, rather let it be
encouraged, as perfectly agreeable to the intention of the
Holy Spirit, in recording those signs of the times, which di-
vine wisdom has thought proper to favour us with for our
use to edification. ‘ ; : .

Among the many effects produced by late occurrences,
one has been to direct the inquiry and the solicitude of pious
persons towards events, which some expect, will take place
in Judea, and especially in Jerusalem, the holy city its me-
tropolis.  Scripture, it is thought, justifies the expectation ;
and, when our Loid predicts that ¢ Jerusalem should be trod-
den down of the Gentiles. Until the times of the Gentiles
be fulfilled,” he is vsually understood to admit that when the
times of the Gentilcs shall be fulfilled, the tieading down
shall cease. -

The purpose of the present paper is to furnish informa-
tion on the fact of the treading down of the oly place, but
the reader is not to expect here any calculation of the time
of its duration or iis fulfilment.
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A writer in the Fragments appended to Calmets’ Dic-
tlonary of the Bible, has observed that our Lord in the simile
of the just-budding fig tree (Mait. xxiv. 32.) has marked the
pertod when Jerusalem should be surrounded by hostile ar-
mies, at about five and thirty years from the time that he
spake, and if we may consider the allusion to the time pre-
dicted by the Prophet Jonah (forty years, taking a day for
year as common in prophecy) to the Ninevites as the “sign
of the Prophet Jonah,” (Mark. viii. 12.) given to Jerusalem,
tken this period may denote that of the entire destruction
of the temple, and thefulfilment of the prophecy ¢ thatZion
should be plowed as a field” which the Jewish writers in-
form us was actually accomplished by Turnus Rufus, after
the city had been taken by Titus.

As nothing could have been thought more unlikely than
the event predicied by our Lord, at the time when he ut-
tered the prediction respecting Jerusalem, it may be proper
to enquite into the then state and condition of that city.~

Jerusalem was situated on a mount, which overlooking
a deep valley, was on that side of steep ascent, and the
steepness had been increased by part of the mount being
built up from the valley, in order to enlarge the space occu-
pied by the temple. Other hills were also enclosed and
gradually added to the ancient city, and in placing their
walls, advamtage was taken of all risings and of the brows of
the hills along which they extended, so that as far as possi-,
ble, the city was surrounded by vallies forming a continued
interval between the mounts whereon the city stood, and

‘those around it. The intention of this, was to prevent the
access of hostile engines, which could nat batter a wall, un-
less they were so close as almost to touch it. The extent
of this city was rather more than two miles and a halif.

That the Jewish nation had its political relations and
dependencies on the Roman power, i3 acknowledged by
Caiaphas, the High Priest of the Jews, in the most unequi-
vocal manner, and we know from Josephus that some of the
Princes of this nation were in great favor with the Roman
Emperors, Herod had received his kingdom from the Ro-
mans, and after him, Archelaus governed part of his domi-
nions, not as a King, but as an Ethnarch or Chief. Hisal-
lotment contained Judea Propria, Idumea and Samaria.—
He enjoyed his dignity some years in peace ; but at last,
his subjects wearied by his tyranny, petitioned Augustus
dgainst him. He was in consequence summoned to Rome,
his effects confiscated, and himself banished to Vienne, in
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Gaul. His country being now without a chief, was con-
verted into a Roman province, and was ordered to be taxed
accordingly. This taxation was executed by Cyrenius, a
man of consular dignity, but the Jews feeling this as a dis-

race were extremely mortified, tho’ they submitted to it.
%y this tax, the seeds were sown of that dissention and ani-
mosity which terminated in the ruin of the Jewish polity,
and the Romans came and took away both their place and
nation. Indeed it must be acknowledged, that the Roman
Governors sent to preside’in this Province, were little calcu-
lated to win the affections of a mild and gentle people, still
less then to regain the good will of a stubborn, rebellious,
and vindictive populace. '

In the time of Our Lord, Jerusalem was divided into
several districts, which we might call wards, but they dif-
fered from the wards of our cities in that, each of them was
walled round, independent, in a great degree, of those with
which it was connected ; and it might so happen, and ac-
tually did happen, that an enemy might make himself mas-
ter of one of these wards, and yet be unable to enter the
others adjacent.

'The most ancient pait of the city was probably that,
where the temple stood :—Mount Moriah, %‘2) Salem on the
western declivity of that mount, (3) Sion, whereon stood the
palace of the Kings, south of Jerusalem proper, (%) Besetha,
north of the temple, and consequently the most northern
part of the whole city.

The Jewish war broke out A.D. 66 ; in which year,
Cestius Gallus, governor of Syriia, approached Jerusalem
and attacked it. He might also have taken it, had he push-
ed his assault with vigour, but omiiting this, he was in the
issue, partly by stratagem and partly by force, repulsed and
vanquished. His approach was the signal given by our
Lord.—When you see Jerusalem encompassed by armies.
His retreat was the opening through which the Christiaus
escaped to another town (Pella,) on the other side Jordan.—
Let him who is in the city flee.

A. D. 68, Vespasian was ordered by Nero to march in-
to Judea, which he did at the heud of a powerful army, and
his son ‘Titus encreased bis army by bringing two legions
from Alexandria. Vespasian entered Galilee, burnt Gada-
ra, latopa, Japha, Samaria, &c. &c. and at length reached
Jerusalem, A. D. 73! "The Jews in the city were at this
itme divided into parties, headed by John ‘and Simon, in
the greatest degree hostiie to each other, and wherever they.
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met, they fought, notwithstanding the enemy were at their
gates, and then only, when the Romans assaulted the walls,
would they so far suspend their enmity as to defend them-
selves, jointly, after which, they returned to their enmity and
warfare again. John defended the temple and the castle
of Antonia, Simon defended the rest of the city.

TO THE TRULY SERIOUS CHRISTIANS OF ALL DENOMINATIONS.

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF SABBATH-DAY.”
SHEWETH —

Tuat your Petitioner is of very ancient and honourable
extraction, being created directly after the world and man-
were formed ; and that your Petitioner, immediately after
his formation, was blessed and sanctified by his Creator.

That your Petitioner was highly honoured many thou-
sand years after his creation, insomuch, that a man who
presumed to degrade your Petitioner by gathering a few
sticks, was put to death without mercy. That a blessing
was promised to all who gave due honour to your Petitioner.
"That your Petitioner continued to be honoured and esteem-
ed, till within a few hundred years ago.

That since that period, your Petitioner has been gradu--
ally deprived of the honour due unto him, notwithstandin
the promises and threatenings held out to those who shoul
honour or dishonour your Petitioner.

That your Petitioner is held in so little estimation in -
this Province, that he is obliged by many of the inhabitants
to serve them for merry-meetingg, for fishing parties, and
other amusements. That farmers make yokes for their cat-
tle, husk corn, go a shooting in the woods or lounge at home,
sleeping about without paying any attention to their families
or calling them together to worship God. That so perfect-
ly callous and indifferent are thousands, as not to know
your Petitioner on his weekly return, but prepare for plough-
ing and harrowing as if it were any other day, till, perhaps,
some neighbour warns them of my presence, and they de-
sist not from any respect to me, but thai they may consame
their time in idleness and vice. That for these things great
wrath and judgments may be expected ; and that by dis-
hounouring your Petitioner, many persons have come to an
untimely end.—~That your Petitioner is grieved fo the heart
to see such vast numbers of people obnoxious to the divine
wrath and displeasure of an omnipotent God, by the dis-
honour they cast on your Petitioner.
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Therefore, your Petitioner humbly prays you wiil take
his case into your most serious consideration, and that you
will use your utmost endeavours to restore to your Petitioner
that-Honour he has been so unjustly deprived of, and there-
by avert the divine displeasure which now hangs over this
colony for these things. .

And your Petitioner, &c. &c. &ec.

ON THE AFFECTION OF INSECTS FOR THEIR YOUNG.

Awmongst the larger animals, every observer of natute hag
witnessed, with admiration, that love of their offspring which
the beneficent Creator, with equal regard to the happiness
of the parent and the progeny, has interwoven in the con-
stitution of his creatures.

Who that has any sensibility, has not felt his beart di-
late with gratitude to the giver of all good, in observing a-
riongst the domestic animals which surround hiar, the ef-
fects of this divine affection, so fruitful of the most delightful
sensations? Who that is not a stock or a stone, has read,
unmoved, the anecdote recorded in books of Natural Histo-
ry, of the poor bitch, which in the agonies of a cruel dissec-
tion, licked with pareital fondness her new-born offspring :
or the afiecting account of the she-bear, related in Phipp’s
voyage to the North Pole, which, herself severely wounded
by the same shot that kiiled her cubs, spent her last mo-
ments in in tearing and laying before them the food she had
colected, and died licking their wounds ?

But few suspect that similar examples can be found a-
mong insects, to which, at the first glance, there seems some-
thing absurd in attributing any thing like parental affection.
An animal not so big, perhaps, as a grain of wheat, feel love
for its offspring : how preposterous! we are ready to ex-
claim,—yet the exclamation would be very much misap-
&lied. Nothing is more certain than, that Insects are capa-
ble of feeling quite as much attachment to their offspring as
the largesi quadrupeds.

Obsesve the motions of that common white Butterfly,
which you see flying from herh to herh : you perceive that
it is net food she is-ini pursuil of ; for flowers have no atirac-
tion for her. Her object is the discovery of a plant that will
supply the sustenance appropriated by Providence to her
young, upon which to deposit her eggs : her own food has’
heen jioney drawn from the nectary of a flower. Thisthere-
fore, ar its neighbourhood, we might expect weuld be the
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situation she would select for them. But no ; as if aware
that this food would be to them poison, she is in search of
some plant of the cabbage trihe. But how is she to dis»
tinguish it from the surrounding vegetables ? She is taught
of God !—Led by an instinct, far more unerring than the
practised eye of the Botanist, she recognizes the desired
plant, the moment she approaches it, 2nd upon this she
places her precious burthen ; yet not without the further
precaution of ascertaining that it is not pre-occupied by the
egos of some other Butterfly. Having fulfilled this duty,
from which no obstacle short of absolute impossibility, nro
danger however thieatening, can divest her, the affectionate
mother dies. . ,

‘The Dragon fly is an inhabitant of the air and could not
exist in water ; yet in this element which is alone adapted
for her young, she ever carefully drops her eggs.

The larve of the Gad-fly are destined to live in the sto-
mach of the horse. How shall the Parent, a two-winged
fly convey them hither ? By a mode truly extraordinary :
flying round the animal, she curiously poises her body for an
instant, while she glues a single egg to one of the hairs of
his skin, and repeats this process until she has fixed i a si-
milar way many hundred eggs. These after a few days.on
the application of the slightest moisture attended by warmth;
hatch into little grubs. Whenever, therefore, the horse
chances te lick any part of his hody to which they are at-
tached, the moisture of the tongue discngages ane or more
grubs, which adhering to it by means of the saliva are con-
veyed into the mouth, and thence find their way into the
stomach. But here, a question occurs to you. Itis bul a
small portion of the horse’s body which he can reach with
his tongue ; what, you ask, becomes of the eggs deposited
on other parts P The Gad fly avoids this dilemma, by plac-
ing her eggs only on those parts of the skin which the horse
is able to reach with his tongue ; nay, she confines them
almost exclusively to the knee or the shoulder, which he is
sureto lick. What could the most refined reason, the most
precise adaptation of means to an end, de more ?

[Natural History of Insecis, by Kerby & Spence, Vol L.p. 338.}

—_— ==

FROM A RECENT PUBLICATION.

A Remarkable Preservation of the Lives of two Moravian Missionaries
on the Coast of Labrador. . '

Brorurr Samuel Liebish being entrusied with the ge-
neral care of the Brethren’s missions on the coast of Labra~
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dor, the duties of his office required a visit to Okkak, the
most northern of our settlements, and about 150 Englich
miles distant from Nain, the place where he resided. Bro-
ther William Turner being appointed to accompany him,
they left Nain on March the 11th 1732, eaily in the morn-
ing, with very clear weather, the stars chining with uncom-
mon lustre. The sledge was driven by the baptized Esqui-
maux Mark, and another sledge with Esquimaux joined
company. :

The two sledges contained five men, one woman, and a
child. All were in good spirits, and appearances being
much in their favour, they hoped to reach Okkak in’'safety
in two or three,days. The track over the frozen sea wasin
the best possible order, and they went with ease at the rate
of six or seven miles an hour. After they had passed the
islands in the bay of Nain, they kept at a considerable dis-
tance from the coast, both to gain the smoothest part of the
ice, and to weather the high rocky promontory of Kiglapeit.
About eight o’clock they met a sledge with Esquimaux re-
turning in from the sea.  After the usual salutations, the Es-
quimaux alighted, held some conversation, as is their gene-
ral practice ; the result of which was, that some hints were
thrown ont by the strange Esquimaux, that it might be as
well toreturn. However as the missionaries saw no reason
whatever for it, and only suspected, that the Esquimaux
wished to enjoy the company of their [riends a little longer,
they proceeded. After scme time their own Esquimaux
binted, that therc was a groundswell under the ice. It was
then hardly perceptible, except when lying down and ap-
plying the ear close to the ice, when a hollow disagreeable
grating and roaiing noise was heard, as if ascending from
the abyss. The weather remained clear except towards
the east, where a bank of light clouds appeared, interspers-
ed with some dark streaks. But the wind being strong
from the north-west, nothing less than a sudden change of
weather was expected. The sun had now reached its high-
est, and therc was as yet little or nc alteration in the appear-
ance of the sky. But the motion of the sea under the ice
had grown wmore perceptible, so as rather to alarm the tra-
vellers, and they began to think it prudent to keep close to
the shore. The ice had cracks and large fissures in many
places, some of which formed chasms of one or two feet
wide ; but as they are not uncommon-even in its best state,
and the dogs easily leap over them, the sledge followed
Jvithout danger, they are only terrible to new-comers.
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Assoon asthe sun declined towards the
west, tho wind increased and rose to a
storm, the bank of clouds frow the east be-
gan to ascend, and the dark strenks to put
themselves in motion against the wind,
The smow was violently diiven aboui by
patial whirlwinds both on the ice and from
off ‘ve peaks of the high mountains, and
filled the air. At the same titne the ground
swell had increased so much, that its effects
upon the ice became very extraordinary
andalarming  ‘The sledges, instead of glid-
ing along smoothly upon an éven surlace,
sometiimes ran with violence after the dogs,
and shortly after, seemed with dificulty to
ascend the rising hill 5 for the elasticity of
s0 vast a body of ice, of many leagues
square, supported by a troubled sea, though
in some places three or four yardsin thick-
ness, would, in sowe degree, occasion an
undulatory motion, not unlike that of a
sheet of paper, accommodating itself to the
surfa e of a tippling stream. Noises Were
now likewise distinctly heard in many di-
rections, like the report of cannon, owing
to the bursting of the ice at some distance.

'The Esquimaux therefore drove with all
haste towards the share, iutending to take
up their night-quarters on the south side of
the Uivak. But asit plainly appeared that
the ice would break and disperse in the
open cea, Mark advised to push forward to
the north of Uivak, from whence he hoped
the track to Okkak might stil remain entive.
To this proposal the company agreed, but
when the sledges approached the coast, the
prospect before themr was truly terrific,
The ice having broken loose from ti.e rocks,
was forced up and down, grinding and
breaking into a thousand pieees agaiust the
precipices with a tremendous poise, which
added to the raging of the wind, and the
suow driving about in the air, deprived the
travellers almost of the power of hearing
and seeing any thing distinctly. To make
the land, at any risk, was now the only
hope left, but it was with the utmost diffi-
colty the frightened dogs could be forced
forward, the whole body of ice sinking fre-

uently below the surface of the rocks, then
rlsing above it. As the only moment was
that when it gained the level of the const,
the attempt was extremely nice and hazard-
ous. Hcowever, by Gud’s merey it succeed-
ed, both sledges gained the shoie, aad were
d.awn up the beach with mauch difficulty.
Tke travellers had hardly time to reflect
with gratitude to God on their safety, when
that part of the ice, from which they had
Just now made goud their lunding, burst a-
sunder, and the water forcing ilself from
below, coy~red and precipitated itself into
the sea. In an instant, as if by a signal
given, the whole mass of ice extending for
several miles from the coast, and as far as
the eye could reach, began to burst, and to
be overwhelmed by the immense waves.
The sight was tiemendous and awfully
grand, the large fields of ice raising them-

k]

35

selves oat of the water, striking against
each otherand plunging inte the deep, with
a violence not tv be described, and u noise
like the discharge of innumeruble batteries
of heavy guns.  The darknessof the night,
the roaring of the wind and sea, and the
dashing of the wave: and ice against the
rocks, filled the travellers with sensations
of awe and horror, $o as almost to deprive
them of the power of utlerance. They
stood overwhelmed with astonishment at
their miraculous escape, and even the hea-
then Esquimaus expressed gratitude to God
for their deliverance.

The Esquimaux now began to build =
snow-house ubout thirty paces from the
bedch ; but before they had finished their
work, the waves reached the place where
the sledges were secured, and they were
with difiiculty saved from being washed in-
to the sea.

About nine o'clock all of them crept in-
to the snow houre, thanking God for this
place of refuge ; for the wind was piercing-
Iy cold, and sb violent, that it required
great strength to be able to stand against it.

Before they cntered this habitation, they
could not help once more turning to the sea,
which was now free from ice, and heheld
with horror, mingled with gratitude for
their safety, the enormous waves driving
futiously before the wind like huge castles,
and approaching the shdre, where, with
dreadiul noise, they dashed agninst the
rocks, fonming and flling the air with ihe
spray. ‘The whole compnrny now got their
supper, aud having sungan evening hymn
in the Esquimaux language, lay down to
rest about ten o'clock. ~ They laid so cluse
that if any one stirred, his neighbours were
roused by it. The Esquimausx ivere soon
fast asleep, but brother Liebisch could not
get any rest, partly on account of the dread-
ful roaring ot the'wind und sea, and partly
owing to a sore throat, which gavé him
great pain. Both missionaries were nlso
much engaged in their minds in contemplat-
ing the dangerous situntion inte which they
had been brought, and amidst all thunkfu-
ness {or their great deliverance from imme-
diate death, couid not but cry vaty the Lord
forbishelpin this time of need,

[T'o be continued ]
o
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@ It sha'l brutse thy heed aad thou shall bruise

his heel."—Grxgsisiii. 16.

Tre following teaditions of the promised
Messiah are remarkable for their coinci-
dence with the first promise, and must have
had an higher origin than unassisted human
invention. In the Gothick mythology,
Thor is represented as the first burn of the
supreme God, and is stiled in the Edda. the
eldest of sons ; he was esteemed ** a middie
divinity, a mediator between God ard man.”

CUSTOMS,
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With regard to his nctions, he is said to
have wrestled with death, and in the strug-
gle, to have been brought upon one knee ;
to have bruised the head of the great Ser-
pent with his mace ; and in his final en-
ﬁngeme,nt with that monster, to have heat

im to the earth. and slain him. This vic-
tory, however, is not obtained but at the
exper.oe of his_own life: ¢ Recoiling back
. nire steps, he falls dead upon the spot, sufs
focated with the Hoods of venomn which the
Serpent vomits furth upon himn.”  Muchthe
same potion, we are informed. is preva-
lent in the mythology of *he tlindoos.—
‘Two sculptured liguces are yet extant in
one of their oldest pagodes, tue former of
which represents Chetssian, na incarnation
of their mediatorial God Vsl , trampling
on the crushed head of 1ne Sevpeut, while
i the talter it is seen eucrchia . the deity in
its folds and biting bis heol.  }tis said that
“Zeradusht or Zoruaster, jpredicted in the
Zendavesta that in the luiter days wonld
appear a man called Oshenderbegha, who
was destined to blessthe Earth by the inteo-
ductizn of justice and religion ; that in Lis
time would likewiseappeust a malignant de-
mon, who would uppoze hisplnns. and trou-
ble his empire for the space oftwenty years.
‘That atterwards, Ushand tbegha would 1e-
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vive the practice of Justice. put an end to
injuries, and re-establish wuch cnsiams ag
are immutable in their nature ; that kings
should be obedieut to him, and ndvance his
alfairs; that the cause of true religion
shoald flourish, that peace aml tranquility
should prevail, und discord aud trouble
cease,

According to Abulpharasius, the Persian
Legislator wrote of the advent of the Mes-
siah, in terms even move express than those
contained in the foregoing prediction.—
8¢ Zevadushi” says he < the preceptor of the
Mugi, taught the Persiuns concerning the
manifestation of Christ, and ordered them
to bring xilts to him, m token of their reve-
rence and submission. He deelared that
in the laiter days, o pure Vargin would con-
ceive s aud that as svon as the chid wae
Lorn, a stur would tppear, Hluzing even at
noon day with undunaished tustre.  You
my Sons, exclaims the venerable Seer, will
pereeive its rising beiore auy other nation—
Assvon therefore as ye shail behold the
Star, follow it whithersoever it shall ead
you. and adore that mysterious ehild. offer-
ing your gifls to bim with the profoundest
humility. He isthe \lnighty word winen
ereated the beavens

[Burdcr's Oriental Customs, vol. 1.
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LY UPPER C.IN.2DA.

Rible Soriely of Niogara.

Cn the 3d of November, 1816, a Sociely
was formed to be called ¢ The Auxiliary
Bible Society of NMngara,” for the purpose
of co operating withthe British and Foreign
Bible Sacietv,- in promoting the Distribu-
tion ot the Holy Seriptures, buth at home
and abroad~—This association cireulated
the following elegant Address, imacdiately
on its estabiishment, from the pen ol the
Xev, Robert Addison:

ADDRESS.

‘I'ne Bible Society of Niagara, when
they beg the patronage and support of alt
serious and enlightened Christians, think
praper to state, that their sole abject is to
pranote the circulation of the Holy Serip-
tuses as extensively as possibleé ; for this
purpose they have thought it hest to con-
pect themselves with the Briush Forewgn
Bitle Society.

This noble establishinent was begun in
London avont 12 years ago. and its efforts
and suecess have astonished the werld ¢ its
grand design is to fili the earth with the
kuowledge of the Lord, as waters coverthe
sen. bu prosecution of this glovious inten-
tion. thev annually expend a princely in-
cume , tht, hove tansle cd the Sunptures

O S

into almost all Tangnazes under Heaven,
and dispersed them where Chistians can
be tound toread and appreciate the ines-
timable giit.

It is a matter of honest tiinmph to every
subject of the United Kinedon, to behold
the proud pre-eminence of his parent na-
tion  The Lord of Hosts was with them,
they have been greatly inatrimental in pre-
serving 1he blessings of civii government to
the nations of Emope ; buf it is a cause of
much higherexultzion to view the light of
Revelation benming from the sepe great
people to enlighten a benighted world;
to observe the ‘Lree of Lite, whose feaves
are for the healing of the nations, planted
by them ia the remotest deserts of the
Nortir, making them rejoice and bloom like
the rose, 10 see the fountain of salvation
unsealed. and its salutary streams directed
to flow throngh barren and de<olate places;
while the thivsty millions that were ready
ta perish are invited to drink without sio-
uey, and without price

At the same time, this wonderful socirly
was employed in difinsing the knowlrd,s
ot Revelation thro' the whole inhabited
Eantl, every possible care was taken to
supply the spiritual waats of the poor, is
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every part of the British Empire. Their

bounty was hserally olfered to tUis distant

Province, but surely we can have no wish

to lessen those tunds, which are employed

with such wisdom and benevolence, in ad-

vancing the happiness of all maakind. We

have no poor, except those few unhappy
wretcnes, to be found in every place, whom

old uge haz overtaken, in the vile habits of
Drunkenuess, Idleness and Profligney.—
‘The humblest labourer, who has moral

worth, cau easily purchase his Bible, (s0

well is industiy paidin thishappy Province)

ana he will prize it the more, from the

pleasing conscivasness of serving his God

at liis own proper cost,

Biule associations which will be promot-
ed in every division of the District, where
a parish school i3 to be eslvuhlished,.\s'.ill
puee the sacred volume of Truth within
the reach of every one, and at less than the
Lundon price, .

Stand forward {hen, ve, who distinguish-
ed yourselves as the brave detenders of
your conutry s rights.

God greatly preserved vou, and your
gratitude will best be shewn by learning his
will, and hecoming acqusinted with lLis
word, which is able to make ycu wise unto
salvation.

‘Fhe simple manners of your youth have
heen injured by the war.—Prevent the con-
tagion fromn spreading, by purchasing the
sacred voluwe tor every child, sud eucour-
sze them 10 venerate Uie precious giit.

Deankenness is a prevailing vice among
the fower orders in mort comnmuaities, and
where tne means of this filthy indulgeuce
are easity procared, it may be feared that
wray will transgress.

Would such unthinking men hecome
members of the Bible Associations, and
purchase the Holy Book with an humble
wislt tu be benetited by it: their wandering
aud unsettled thoughts waould receive a hap-
pier  direction, they, would loath their
1irmer excesses, aud Lurn their feet into the
way of Feace,

‘The mists of ignorance and vice will dis-
anpear, when the sun of richicousness shall
arise with healing in his wings, as the shades
of night ave dispersed betore the orient
beams of day.

If you wish to imitate the wise and gond
in your great purent country, you will somn
ussuciations for the excellent purpose of
circulating as extensively ac pussible, the
word of God.

In the Uaited Kingdom, Christians of alt
denonunations unite, and all classes, irom
the Prince to the Peasunt, co-operate, with
the most animated zeal in promoting the
wreat work ot instructing and reforming the
tue world.

Nearly all the kingdoms of Christendom,
and their monarchs, have followed their
giorious esavaple, {t is the highest etfort of
benevol tnat ever Ithe attention
& mnan, and it is universally espoused with
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n zeal, inspired by a general conviction of
its infinite importance.—* Hide your dimin-
ished heads,” ye remnant of infidel Phito~
sophers, aud lLehold how the Christian’s
God can_bring good out of vice.—The
baneful effect of your detestable blasphemy
was ciearly manifested in the convulsions
that Jately distracted the civilized nations,
aud that kingdom in particular from whence
Kroceeded the daring lies which subverted

oth the Altar and the Throne, has been
swept with the besom of destruction, Itis
the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in
the sight of all the inhnbitants of the Chris-
tinn world, who shew their abhorrence of
infidelity, by uniting in the sublime effort
to combine the various kingdoms of the
world, iuto one great kingdom of our Lord
and his Christ,
. ltis the work of God, and it will prosper
in his bands  ‘The smoaking iflax shall not
be quenched, but the small fre shall burst
into a flame.

‘Fhe grain of mustard seed shall become

a tree, and the birds of the air shall lodge
among the branches.

York Bible and Prayer Dool: Socicties.

At a meeting of the principal Gentvy and
Inhabitants of the Yown of York, held the
3rd Dec. 1816, tor the purpose of taking in-
to consideration the propriety of e«fahlish-
ing a Saciety for the distribution of the
Bible and Common Prayer Book throngh-
out the Province :

It was resolved, that a Society be forwed
under the speciat patrenage and prection
of His £xcellency the Lieut. Governor, 1o
be calied Tur: Biste avp Couwvos Pravsr
Boox Sociury of UpprEr-Canana.

(Luis Suuiety has since heen dividad into
twe distinet Socreties 5 one {ur the Bible
and the other for the Prayer Book) A
number of other resolutions were adopted
at the mocting, which were ovdered to be
printed wuth the following Address to the
public, farmished at the Society’s reguest by
the Revesend Dr. STRACHAN.

ADDRESS.

Tiur Rible and Common Trayer Rook
Soeiety of Upper-Canada, in soliciting the
assistuticz and countenance of the wriends
vt Christianity, begs leave to retaind them
o the unbappy situation of the inhabitants
of tais Praviuee, inregard to relizions in-
steaetion — e whole regniar  establish-
ment of a Christian Profestaut Clergy, a-
mounts vnly to nine.  ¥a many places, the
great ignorance of (he people and their to.
tal disregard of all reiisious observauces,
ate rapidly increasing, and even those who
come to this conntry influenced with a re-
verence for relizioa, frel their devout im-
prossivns gradually wearing away : Chris-
tian dnties : 4 neglected where vo Cnris~
tian ordinances are observed, nor can we
look tor auy favourable change, much less
the revival of vital Cluistianity, unless vi-
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gorous excrtions ave made by the friends of
the Goopel, te diffuse its lights, and poiut
out its heuelits. i

The steady performance of ( the dutics
which our religion preseribes, unites in
Cliristian countries, familiesand neighbour-
hoods together, for there can be no chain of
connection, or hond of ubion, deserving of
confidence, except thoy rest upon our rever-
ence of doctrines and our practice of pre-
cepts, which tend so powerfolly to produce
vectitude of conduct and purity of leart ;
and which by raising the soul zbove tem-
poral things, prepare it for the enjoyment
of thuse that are eternal.

Of the two Fillars of Chriztianity, a regu-
lar Miuistry, and a knowledge of the sucred
Seriptures 3 the first may be suid to be al-
wmost wanting in this country, and the se-
cond entirely so. To tncreasd the Miaistry
of the word requires time, and is not im-
mediately in our power ; but the disseri-
nation of the Scriptpresis within the cow-
pass of our esertions, and will be prodac-
tive of the greatest advantages. Tie means
of acquiring a knowledge of the vssentinls
of our holy religion, are comwson 10 most
men.—A sonnd intellect, a sincere afiection
fur the truth, a humbte and teachable dis-
position, = mind unfettered by prejudice, a
spirit free from irvegular and fuvious pus-
sions, and a serious endeavont to fullow the
truth  whey known —These qualities are
more general than is commonly supposed,
and render us far more competent ior stu-
dying the doctrines of Selvation, than the
greatest learning without them. By fure
nishing Biblesto persons endued with snch
qualities, who do not possess them, and
have not the benafit of religious instruc-
tion, we shall enable them to imitute the
noble Bereaus in searching the Scriptures,
aud worshipping God in «pirit and in_ truth.
The gift of a Bible may be of infinitely
more tnportance than the greatest tympo-
ral benefit : it may awaken in the soul a
true sense of religion, and gradually rewove
that indierence, wnich at present so gene-
vally prevais. Thonsands know nothing
of the Bible, tor the litile education they
receive has seldom any re{crence to reli-
gion,~—many aro not Faptized : and live as
heatwans in a Canstian land ; cousequent-
iy their minds are expusad atall times with-
oui resistence to the worst impressions.

The greater partion <f our inhabitautls
being in this deplorable situation, aud to-
tally incapable after receiving the Serip-
tures, of introducing into tueir families a
form of devotion, by which they may he
edified and improved ; it may conduce il
more to the furtherance of true rolizien, to
Join the Prayer Buok with the Bible ; as
this will supply the serious and devont with
aform of worship founded upon the <acred
volume, and resting upon  principles of
which Jesus Chwist is the corner slone.
Not that we xvould press anr excellent li-
{uryy upou thore who Live attached them-
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selves to a different persuasion ; but situat-
ed us this country is, we may consider the
greater number to be of no particular de-
nomination of Caristiavs, it canuot theres
fore be wrong to give the superstraciure
with the rock on which it is founded.

How many percons furnished with a Bi.
ble and Prayer Book, would collect their
children around them on the Sabbath, and
read the service devoutly over, who might
bave spent that day in igleness and sioth,
‘There is no sacrifice that we can offerto God
more acceplable than that of disseminating
the religion of his blessed Son —The esta-
blishment of a Sociely calculated to pro-
doce such inestimable benefits, both tem-
poral and eternai, seems peccliarly season-
able at the present time, just recovering
from a war in which we bave been singu-
larly favoured by Divine Providence, an
offering of gratitude and thanksgiving is
required at our hgnds, and what more pre-
ciousthan that of exteading to our benight-
ed brethren, the consolations of that blesss
ed veligion which we have the bhappiness to
enjoy ? The history of Christianity proves,
that the times of calamity are the harvests
of religion. The llessed Reformation was
preceded by cruel wars and a2ltended’ with
such convulsions as appeared, fora time, to.
threaten the total extinction of Christianity
itself ; but the clouds dispersed, *he sun of
righteousness appeared, the infallible Ora-
cles of divine revelation were disseminat-
ed, the saving Doctrines of the Gospel
taught, and a much purer and rational wor-
ship introduced, than had been in vse since
the Apostolic age.

In England, soon afler the glorinus revo-
lution of 1658, which 1escued the nation
from temnporal and spiritual bondage, sever-
al Soci. ies were established for the support
and propagaticn of our Holy Protestant re-
formed religion ; of these, the Society for
propagating the Gogpel in Fercign Paris
and the Soeiety for promoting Christian
knowledge have been eminently distinguishe
ed. The discreet zeal which has directed
the exeriions of those two Societies, and
has led them band in hand to premote tho
glorious object of their institution, has ren-
dered the bhenefits which they canferrcd
more extensively useful. By their endea-
vours, the Christian religion hath beamed
on countries which had hither{o been dark-
encd by superstition and ignorance.—
Through their labours of love, the consolas
tions which it affords have soothed and
ruised many a soul oppressed with trouble
aud fainting with despair.—\VYith & dignified
silenco as to their own merils, they have
known no bounds to their exerlions, but
those of necessily.~They have promoted
the cause of the Gospel in Asia, Africa and
America ; and the seeds of eternal 1if2 have
been suceessfully sown in il those different
farts of the earth.—These excellent insti-
tutions still proceed with increased vigoury
many uew fiends have joined, aud Ly the
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angmentation of their funds, they have
ticen cnahbled still farther to extend their
benefits ; by their joint endeuvours, they
not only provide for the circulation of the
Scriptures, but they provide likewise a
preaching Ministry, who go into all the
world to preach the Gospel to every crea-
ture ; thus strictly complying with the so-
lermn injunctions of our blessed Saviour
the Author and Finisher of the Faith—
They furnish Bibles to any amount ; They
print the Sceiptures i all Languages ; they
carry the Gospel into all the nations of the
Earth, .aud they send out labourers into
the vineyard, to inyuire of those who bave
received the Scriptures, ¢ waderstandest
tiuou what thou readest 2

Nor do the present times, besides giving
liberal support to these meritorious Socie-
ties, fail to eshibit marks of the increasiug
influence of Christinnity. Among others,
the British and Foreign Bible Society staads
pre-eminent. It is difficult to conceive any
plan more simple in its form, or more pow-
erful in its effects, for diffusing a know'edge
of the Gospel. In the dissemination of the
Scriptures all classes of Cliristizns ore e-
qually concerned. It is founded on the
principles of our holy religion, Faith, Hope
and Charity. It is hastening the accoms
plishinent of the Prophecy, ¢ for the Earth
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord,
as the waters cover the Sea.” Calculated
to harmonize all hearts, it must give plea-
sure to every friend of the Gospel to view
an institution succeeding beyond the most
sanguine expectations, the direct tendency
of which is, to extingnish all party spirit
and narrow views, and infuse into all ranks
such a charitablo zeal for the general inter-
sts of Christianity, as caprot fail to pro-
auce the happiest effocts,

By distributing the Scriptures. a new im-
pulse is given to the cause of Christianity,
on attention to them is awakened, even
where they have been always accessible,
but regarded with indifference. 1t is mak-~
ing our Saviour himself preach to the peo-
ple, and he can never preach in vain.

While from the continual exertions of
ihese, and many otber institutions, such
anxiety pervades the whole Christian world
for the progress of the Gospe), we ought
not to continue any longerindifferent spec-
1lors, but as far as place and circumstances
will permit, it is our duty to pursue the
szme glorions path, using that discretion
which muy render our exertions the more
successful.  Accordingly the constitoticn
which we have adonted, without implicitly
Dillowing those of the Societies whose es-
triions deserve our piaise, scems to com-
tine all their advantages, and to be more
suitable for this Province. Those Members
who belong te the Church, attached o the
t'der Societies by the warmest gratitude
and filial affection, since to their labours
this comtry owes the first knowledge of
the Gospel, will rejoice in distributing the
Pesper Book with the Bible, because hey
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consider it an invaluable summary of Di-
vine ‘ruth, an appropriate and perspicuotd.
selection of all the portions of Scripture,
which set forth the scheme of Salvation';
and as the most proper companion for the
sacred volume in’ the divine labour of e«
vangelising tho world, since it truly sets
forth Jesus Christ, and bim crucified.

But as it is the degire of th: Society to
give liberty both in the distribution and in
thie choice, our constitution invites those to
Jjoin, who being more disposed to unite in
the simple sud :eoritorious object of the
Bible Society, than to contribute for the
dissemination of the Prayer Buok, wish to
confine their Subscriptions to the purchase
of Bibles only ; and provides that this shall
appear on the face of the ‘[reasurer's ace
counts : for it is not the intention oi any
part of the-Society to press the Liturgy
where there appears a reluctance lo receive
it. Thus the door is open to all denomine.
tions of Cliristians, to all who are auxious
to extend the limits of vital religion. Those
who think that the distribution of the Bible
alone is sufficient to dispel the darkuness off
ignorance, to warn znd rouse from that ine
difference which infidelity has produced, to
lead the throbbing soul to the foot of the
cross, and point vut the way to salvation,
may be fully gratified by supporting this
institution ; and those again who consider
the Prayer Book not anly a guide to wot-
ship, but a manual of instruction: furnish-
ing the penitent with the most affecting in-
vocatiuns, with which to implore his Re.
deemer to have mercy on his perishing soul,
will here find an cpportunity of indulging
their pious desires. Al room for difference
being thus removed, let iis pray that the
Members of the Society k. .y work as one
man ; and with full purpese of heart, spread
abroad that beavenly knowledge, which re-
cords the atonement, the suffcrings, the
death, vesurrection and ascension of our
blessed Saviour.

Guided by principles so traly Catholic,
we confidently look for the assistance and
co-operation of all vur Cliristian brethren,
throughout the Province ; and cordially in-
vite them to jein this institution, and to
form associations in ils aid in their several
Districts. )

Are we anxious to protect the poor and
the destitnte, from the horrors of famine,
the inclemencies of the weather, and shall
we not endeavour tc protect from perishing
their immortal souls? Think when you
contiibute to this institution, that your
wealth is exchanged for that Book which
may pour oconsolation intp the blecding
heart, and soften the.seared conscience,
that a soul sinking into despair may be rais-
ed by its instruction to the kingdom of bea-
ven, and that the tymyf:m of thonsands may
rise up in your favour, a sweet memoriol
before God, who but for your charitable las
bours of love, might have still remained in
snental darkeess, and in the shadow of
death,
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ADDRESS,
To His Excellency Sur PEREGRINE

MAITLAND, K. C. B. Licutenant

Governor of the Province of Up-

per Cunuda, &c. &c. &c.

The hunbie Address of the British Wes-
leyan Missionaries, in connection with the
conference of the people ealied Methodists,
first established by the Revd. Jvo. WEsLsy,
decensed :

#ay 11 rLEASE YoUR EXCELLENCY,

WE His Majesty’s dutitul and loyat
Subjects the British Wesleyan Missionaries,
labouring in Lower and. Upper Canada, in
Distvict Meeting ascembled at Kingston,
heg leave at this our first annual meeting,
after vour arrival, humbly to address your
Excellency, aud to offer to you our sincere
songratulations on your appointment us
Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, and
also on your safe passage to the seat of Go-
vernment. The appointment of a person
possessing your Excellency’s exalted repu-
tation, is a circumstance highly gratifying
to us, and to all who feel interested for the
general good of the Province, the Govern-
went of which you are in the order of Di-
vine Providence called to adininister.  We
gladly avail ourselves of this opportunity to
assire your Excellency that bhoth we and
the Societies whom we represent in these
Praviaces, are firally and unalierably at-
tached to the excellent constitution of our
Country, and that in sentiments of most
Inyal and affectionate respect for the Per-
son, family and Government of our vener-
abie Sovereigu, we are uot behind any o-
ther class of His Majesty's Subjects, either
in this country orat home. His long afflic-
tion we sincerely lawnent, and for his pre-
sent aud cternal wellure, we most fervent-
Iy pray. The death of oar late revered
Queen has produced sgilable emotions of
sorrow in our learls: but these sorrows
have been alleviated by the pleasing hope
uf her haviug eatered. the biissful regions
oi unfading glory,

For your Exceilency, we offer up to God

CENTURION.

onr continnal supplications, that his richest
hlessings wnay rest upou  yourself and fanii.
ly, and also on your Administration of the
Guvernmeut of the Proviuce committed
to vour nharge. With our prayers we shall
not fail to comtinue as we have ¢ver done,
our strenuous exhortations, to the peopie of
our care, that they may be taught both by
our precepts and exanmple, while they fear
Gud to honor the King, and all who are
placed in authority under him, and to adorn
our Holy Religion, by an naiformly peace-
able demeanour to lawful authority. Jn
these principles of Christian Loyaltv, we
have been instracted by our highly respect-
ed JPathers and Brethren in the Gospel Min-
istry at howme, aud which are embodied in
our standing Rules of Discipline: and we
are confirmed in our adherence 1o them, by
a thankful recollection of the privileges we
enjoy.

Signed hy order and in behalf of the

District Meeting.
R. WILL1AMS, Chairman.
R. L. LUSHER, Sccretary.
Kingston, March Ist, 1819,

His Excellency was pleascd to make lhe
Sollowing reply :
GENTLDYMEY,

Your loyal address is very agreeahle
to me. I am well convinced that hoth you
aund the Society you represent, are not he.-
hind auny class of His Majesty’s sulijects, in
clierishing sentiments of affeetionate res-
pect for His Person, Family and Govern-
ment ; nor inholding fast those of sincere
altachinent {o the counstitution of your
country.

I duly appreciate your condalence with
me, on the long afiliciion of ourrevered
Sovereiga, and on the death of our lament-
ed and exemplary Quesn.

I feel grateful to you for rememhering
me and my fumily in your prayers before
the Throne of Grace, and not less so, for
your seekinga blessing of him from whom
oll good Counsels proceced on my Adminis.
tration of the Guvernment of this Province,

—— T—

——cp
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Srr,

I send you a fragment of a Sermon, that may per-

haps awaken in the heaits of some of your readers, thase
sentiments and feelings, which all serious persons during
this holy season are anxious to entertain.

St. Mark, 15, 39.— And when the Centurion who stood
over against him, saw that he so cried out, and"gavc up the
Ghost, he said, truly this man was the Son of God.”

‘The Centurion here mentioned, was the Captain of the
Roman Guaid, sent by Pontius Pilate to sce the unjust sen-
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tence which he had pronounced on Jesus, put in execution.
This Officer had frequently witnessed the death of malefac-
tors, and often put the law in force, but never was he affect-
ed as on this occasion.

The scene before him, was indeed awful ; it was a scene
in which he was infinitely more interested, than his feelings,
strong as they were, intimated him to be. It was the most
momentous spectacle that ever was exhibited on earth,—a
spectacle in which the whole of the human race, from the
creation ito the destruction of the world, are most nearly
concerned. For at that moment, the deadly malignity of
sin was collected into one stream, and poured on the de-
voted head of our blessed Redeemer.

These things were neither known nor foreseen by his sa-
vage executioners ; and many of them were so far deluded,
as to suppose that they were delivering their nation from an
enemy, and putting a wicked man to death. Why then was
the Centurion so greatly agitated ? Matters not immediate-
Iy connected with ourselves or friends areseldom interesting*
The Centurion was a man of blood, and not easily melted
by scenes of calamity and woe. The condemned Prisoner
whom he $aw before him, belonged to a nation which he
despised, and was persecuted by the most eminent men a-
mong the Jews. He was execrated by the people, who re-
proached him with savage joy, and delighted in his suffer-
ings.

°It was natural for a stranger to infer, that a man ap-
parently so hateful to the whole community, wust be wor-
thy of death, and must have been guilty of the greatest
enormities, before he could have mnads himself so generally
odious, and instead of deserving his compassion and respect,
was entitled to his hatred and scorn.

But the Centurion was convinced of the innocence of
our Saviour, by his astonishing conduct on this terrible oc-
casion. The Rowman beheld his steady resignation, his pa-
fience and meekness under the most excruciating torments.
Standing near, and led by the strength of his feelings, to re-
‘mark with peculiar attention all that Jesus said and did, the
Centurion becane more and more interested. He beheld
him promising, amidst his sufferings, 2 place in paradise to
‘arepentant malefactor, with all the calm digmty of con-
scivus power.  le heard him praying most ferveatly for his
murderers,—recommending his aged Mother to his beloved
riend, with the noble simplicitly and warmth of filial affec-
ton ; and at length surrendering his Spirit into the hands of
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God thal gave it, with a confidence that nothing but con
scions virtue sad piefy could inspire.

This conduct, so magnanimous, o full of virlue and rey
Yigion, so different from that of other malefactors, did nof

3

farl to mizke a proper mpression on the Centurion’s heard;
But when he J}aﬁh@r beheld the conseguences of our Sgy
viour’s death,—that the Earth did guake,—ihat the rocks
were eni,~—that the graves opened aund delivered up thejf
dead,~that & supernatural darkness came on,—and t&zat all
vature was in agitation, he was overcome with memnisg%
ment , and could not net refrain, in the {ervour of his co
viction, from crving out, * surely this man was the Sow of
God 7
Such was the impression which this dreadful spectacle
made upon the Centurion. He beheld only a corner of the
icture, s most interesting coiner it must be goalessed, by
gtt?e in comparison of what we see. We behald the whole
not merely J2sus in the midst of his enemies, ap object s
insult and scorn ; but we sre scguainted with him from
binth till he ascendad up inio heaven, What then makes
so cool and indifferent 7 Why do not our feelings break fort)
into warm exclamssiions like thoss of the Centurion’s? Wi
i?i Pﬁ.nm stronger, 19 our means of koowledge is greater th
ia ! ;]
Had this worthy seldier more evidence than we
sess ? far otherwise ; but he gave up his whole attention}
the scene before him, he allowed nothing else to enter h
micd, and be gave free passage to his honest feelings.  AM
if we give the same undivided altention to the Gospel : eY
emine it with diligence, and allow pothing tu dissipate on
thoughts & stronger conviction will be ours and we shallh
able with the holy warmih of saving Fasith, lo exclap
* truly this is the Son of God [V

s imatind
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[The sbeve Artils was omiitsd in its proper placs among ke origh
Communicadions. |



