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Tue TRUE SpPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS

the one unique event of all history it represents the
apotheosis of childhood. The down coming of the
Son of God meant the uprising of the childhood of
the race. The descent of Godhead meant the ascent of
“The Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying

@l”{lS'I‘MAS is essentially a children’s festival. As

manhood
in & manger,” appeals to
us by His own essential
humanity, and
the eternal heart of the
All-Father towards all
His children. “A Saviour
which is Christ the
Lord ” assures us of de
liverance, salvation and
eternal life. “Great joy,”

reveals

because Jesus came as a
little child. *“Good tid
ings,” because this help
less Babe was the Mighty
God. God came down to
earth that His little ones
might rise up to heaven.
Well may the world re
joice and be glad.

The true spirit of
(hristmas is shown by
what this Divine Infant
came to do, and what He
came to do is best dis-
closed by His own words
when as a man He made
known the import of His
mission. “Life” was His
expressive word.  He
came that we “might
have it more ,abund-
antly.” “Love” was His
motive. Because He
loved He came, Life and
love! Whoever ministers
to others in the spirit of
love, for the cultivation
or conservation of lJife,
has the true spirit of
Christmas. How shallow
and vain, how utterly
unworthy of the season are some of the ways and means
by which the illustrious holy day is turned into & degenerate
holiday. :

Not with self-indulgent plan, but with self-sacrificing
purpose came the Divine Visitant from the heavgn]y home
to the earthly hovel, By the perpetuation of His purpose

originator of the

“ON EARTH, PEACE!™

through those who profess to follow Him, the existence ol
every hovel should be made impossible, and the earthly
home become in some measure a counterpart of the abodi
of the Heavenly Father. Only by the operation of the
true Christmas spirit, evidenced first by the Divine
season, can the distresses of humanity

be relieved by being made

non-existent, because im
possible

Not to dole oul
Christmas  charities to
the poor: but to recon
struct the whole en

vironment in which they
struggle for a bare exist
ence, is the only adequatc

aim of the truly Chris
tian Church Anything
short of this is com
promise

In what way do ow

Christmas presents mit
ister to life? TIn arrang
ing and planning for the
day soon to dawn upon
us with all holy
and heaven
ward tendencies, shall we
be satisfied with mere
passing pleasures for the
gratification of present
desires, or seek to con
tribute something of per
manent value to the
characters, experiences,
and destinies of those
with whom we may be
called to mingle?
Not what we accumu-
late in the way of ma
terial gain but what we
assimilate in  inward
spirit makes us rich.
Not what give of
worldly substance only,
hut what we impart of
fellowship, cheer, inspira
tion, and heart’s ease, will add most to the possessions of
those whose lives we daily touch. Give because you love
and you shall have abundance because the operations of
love mean a larger life. Thus may we teach our children
by the very force of our own example. Thus may we all
enjoy and demonstrate the true spirit of Christmas,

its
memories

we
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HE visitor to England may see the
Glastonbury thorn in many an old
English garden. Tradition tells

how this thorn blossomed in the spring
as did other thorns, and also on Christ-
mas Day, “ mindful of our Lord" The
story of its first planting upon the hill-
side at Glastonbury many centuries ago
may contain much of romance and folk-
lore, but it carrles with it a beautiful
lesson especially applicable to the Christ-
mas season. Tennyson says:

*“Tt, the good saint
Arimathean Joseph, journeying brought
To Glastonbury, where the winter thorr
Blossoms at Christmas, mindful of our
Lord.”

The following legend of the Christmas
thorn is largely taken from an article
which appeared some years ago in Acta
Vietoriana. by Edward C. 8 Huycke, B.A.
LLB., K.C. now Judge of Peterborough
County Mr. Huycke first describes
Mastonbury, a town near the famous
hattle ground of Sedgemoor. in Somerset
County, Eneland. Overlooking the town
is a frowning hillside, ordinarily known
as Glastonbury Tor. This is a historie
and romantic olace. with the hamlet of
Queen Camel. the ruins of Cadbury Castle
and King Arthur's well, all that is left of
the famous Camelnt. the home and court
of the renowned Kine Arthur. Ouoting
literally from Judge Huvck's article:

“And here in the rich. dim efty. and
on the sacred mount of Camelot. was the
miehty hall, ‘which Merlin built for
Arthur long ago. the stateliest nnder
heaven' And in that mighty hall and
about the Table Round, King Arthur drew
together—

“e A glarious eomnany. the flawer of men
To serve as model for the mighty world
And be the fair beginning of a time'"

Looking to the northward from Glas
anhnry Tor. towards the River Severn
and Rritish Channel, is a rich flat platean,
surrounded by river. marsh and meadow,
formerly the Tsle of Avalon or Avillion.
meaning the Tsle of Apoles or the Glassy
Tele. a snot famed In historv hy French
tronbadour. Chaucer. and other old Eng.
Vich poets, and nortrayed upon canvas by
the hrush of a Millals and a Leiehton

Rt why so fabled and so famous?
Lot historv answer, or rather, let a com-
bination of history and romance, myth
and legend make reply. Again we quote
from Judge Huycke s article:

“Baron tells us in his Joseph
D'Arimathea. how after the resurrection
of our Lord the good Saint Joseph of
Arimathea was put in prison by the
Romans for befriending the hrist. or
more strictly speaking, for having stolen
his body, they, of course, denying His
resurrection

“The good Joseph had taken the cup of
graal (or Holy Grafl, and of this another
tale) which Jesus used at the last supper
in the upper room. and In it had caught a
tew drops of blood from the body of the
stricken Christ as Fle was taken from the
cross: thig cup and blood he kept as his
richest treasure, his latest heritage from
the Master he had so fondly loved and =o
lately served. This blood kept ever alive,
ever beating, ever throbbing. as if still in
touch with the living heart of God,
springing from the fount of all love—
human and Divine. Joseph took his
treasure to prison with him. and re.
mained there farty-two years, ti11 released
by the order of the Emperor Titus. Dur-
fng all this time he scarcely ate or drank.
being sustained by the living presence of
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The Christmas Thorn

MISS IDELL ROGERS, CoBouka,
his Master, and so happy was he that he
declared his years in prison were no
longer to him than three days, and could
scarcely be persuaded he had been there
a longer period.

“ His wealth having been confiscated, he
determined to glve his life to the service
of his Lord, and placed himself under
the direction of St. Philip. Joseph was
directed by a Divine vision in a dream
to go to the far westland—to the Island
of Avaron, or Avalon (he knew not where
it was), there to seek rest for himself, to
found a church of Christ and seek a
home for his treasure, the grail.

“He salled away far over the western

seas, ar' finally touched Britain;
ascending (he Humber, he went off to
the south over the shallow waters till his
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shown you still in many an English gar-
den.”

Joseph, the story goes on, thus encour-
aged by the Divine approval so miracu-
lously shown, built there a little chapel
of wood and woven twigs, the first Chris-
tian church in England. Quite near to
its site was afterwards erected the famous
Glastonbury Abbey, where the gova King
Arthur is said to have been buried.

In our own Canada, on the Niagara
frontier, also rich in historic associations,
is a spot known as “Paradise Grove,
where, upon an open heath, lonely and
apart, long stood a plcturesque clump of
thorn trees. Mr. William Kirby, it is said,
has traced the planting of these trees,
showing them to have been brought
originally from Palestine to Avignon—

GLASTONBURY, FROM WEARY-ALL-HILL.
From *“Here and There in the Homeland.”

ships touched bottom at the foot of Glas-
tonbury Tor. Surrounded by his family
and friends he painfully ascended the hill
and on the very peak of the Tor paused
to look about over the surrounding pros-
pect. Delighted with the view, he deter-
mined to make this his home and there
build a church for the worship of the
Master, and a safe home for the cup con-
taining the holy *blood of God."

“ 8o saying, he struck his staff into the
ground in token of his Intended stay.
when lo. before thelr very eyes, the staff
forthwith began to bud and soon put
forth both leaves and branches, Tt struck
{ts roots deev into the earth and was very
=0on a beautiful thorn tree. It grew and
flourished there for many vears, indeed
for centuries, and became known far and
wide as the Glastonbury thorn, or the
Christmas thorn. But why the Christ-
mas thorn? Strange tn say. this tree
Hossomed twice a year. first at Baster, in
the snring time. as d1d other thorns. and
ancondly. mirabile dictu. on Christmas
Dav as well, *mindful of our Lord'

The original tree. according to the
leeend. was visited hy eountless pilerims,
who regarded 1t with adoration and with
awe, Tt was destroved or died. it is sald
ahout the time of the Reformation, but ft
was pronagated hy sling from the narent
tree, and Glastonbury thorns will be

descendants, it is averred, of the true
Spira Christi. In his Canadian Idylls
Mr. Kirby says:

“Count Bois le Grand sought on a spot of

loveliness, "twas full,

Of sandwort's silvered leaf and stem,
with down of fairy wool,

Hard by the sheltering grove of oak he
set the holy thorn,

Where still it grows, and ever shows

How sharp the crown of scorn.

Christ wore for man. reminding him
what pain for sin was borne.”

Although the holv thorn and the Christ-
mas thorn referred to are probably not
the same. each fs symbolic of the life
and atonement of Christ for the sins of
men. A London fournal is authority for
the statement that in the year that the
o'd stvle of counting Hme was changed
for the new, the Glastonburs thorn
hloomed on the old Christmas instend of
the new. Bunt whether historieal or
lemendary. the stories of that historie spot
whera lone agn was held Rine Arthur's
Conrt. of the erection of the first Chris-
Han ehnrch In this far land over the seas,
*he lerend of the blossoming thorn have
their Tesenn for ns at this season.

Tndea Huveke saye: “Real or mythieal
or as {8 more probable, a combination of
the two, obscured by the Intervening
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years, there is no doubt that King
Arthur is by common consent the greal
national and ideal hero of the Celtic
race. It makes little difference whether
or not he ever had an actual existence,
for ideals are expressed in legend as in
history, and, in fact, more frequently so.
Camelot was the scene of his court and
nis tournaments. Avalon, beneath the
shadow of the Christmas thorn, was his
retreat for quiet, happy hours of rest
and worship and communion with his

Maker.” . .

“ King Arthur gave his life to the work
of redressing wrongs in his kingdom, to
the promotion of chivalry and honor
among his knights, of truth and upright
ness among his people. Doing his duty
and helping others to do theirs was his
ideal of lite and his highest service of
Christ. He spared not himself so that he
made others happy and in peace, and
tried to lead his subjects up to the same
moral elevation, to the same plane of sell-
denial and self-sacrifice. Let us therelorc
take the Christmas thorn tree as the em
blem of King Arthur and his people, the
symbol of his life and effort, for this
legend of Joseph and his journeys, his
staff and his thorn tree, is like most
legends, steeped with the idea of Chris-
tian self-sacrifice.

The ancients of Greece and Rome had
their golden age, their Saturnian reign,
which had been and which they looked
for to come again. So King Arthur
reigned in Lyonesse, and his people
looked for his coming again to complete
his work.

But when will he be king again? N
when he lives again, for that is not
necessary, but when his people live as he
lived, do as he taught, think and speak
as he thought and spoke, “leaning on his
fair father Christ” That will be when
the Christmas spirit is ever prevalent,
when there will reign universally the
“ Peace on earth, good will toward men,
sung by the angel choir on the first
Christmas morn. Christmastide is not
only the most sacred day of our mosi
holy religion, but it is the dearest and
most joyous festival of our race, the race
to which the Christmas thorn is an
emblem of the message with which it
came.

“When the true Christmas ider and
spirit permeate our nation and ‘emain
with it, not only on the Christrias eve
and morn, but throughout the year, mak
ing every day a Christmas day, then wiil
be our golden age, our Arthurian reign,
and the Kingdom of the Prince of Peace
as well. May we not therefore right.;
adopt the old Christmas thorn of Glas
tonbury as a fitting symbol, not only o«
this glad Christmas tide, but also of the
time to come when all will vow

“To reverence the King, as if he were

Their i and their
as their King.

To break the heathen and uphold the
Christ,

To ride abroad redressing human
WIongs,

To speak no slander, no, nor listen to
it

“The American drinks whiskey. The
Chinaman uses opium. Whiskey excites
a man's animal passions, coarsens his
feelings and makes him a brute. Opium
leadens a man's sensibilities, paralyzes
his energies and makes him a living
corpse. Whiskey sends a man home to
kick his wife. Opium makes A man 8o
helpless that his wife kicks him. I won-
der if that 18 why you Americans keep
the whiskey trafic and oppose the opium
trafi~?"—8So said Ng Pooh Chew in ore
of the cleverest and most eloguent ad-
dressed given at the World's Christian
Citizenship Conference at Portland
recently.
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Clara Conway’s First Speech

E. J. BOWDEN, Duscan, Buimiss COLUMBIA,

the letter was for me. This is how

Y ES! There was no mistake about it;
it read:

Hicuamrron, B.C.
“ Deag Miss CONWAY,—

“ Will you kindly come over to our Kp-
worth League meeting on Monday night
and give us an address on the Indians.
We will bring a buggy to fetch you, and
will also take you home all right,

“Yours in Christian Endeavor,
“ AMY HATHERLY, Secretary.

If the letter had been for papa I could
have understood it, for he is the Indian
missionary and teacher on the Conicho
Reserve; but I am only a girl of fifteen,
and had never addressed a meeting in my
life. We talked it over at breakfast and
again at dinner. I said I could not do it.
Papa said it was a good chance to begin.
1 said, * What shall I talk about? There
is 8o much to say. There are Indian
houses, habits, weddings, feasts, dances
potlatches, funerals, and & st of
things that are interesting” " Well,"
sald papa, “1 will help you a little 1
will give you a plece to recite at the
start, and you must do the rest for your-
gelf” “Oh, thank you papa,” I said; and
he went at once to his barrel to find
something.

Now I will let you into a little secret.
Papa keeps two barrels. One is for ser-
mons and addresses, and the other he
calls his dog-barrel, in which he keeps
the manuscripts of his verse. I could
never get him to tell me why he called
it a dogbarrel. Whenever I ask him
he looks mischievous and says, “I
thought once I could write poetry, but

Yes; whether the others are preseut or

not

There are four little fellows who come at
a trot.

Though the quivering breath from their
hearts may burst,

Yet each is determined to be the first.

And each has a wonderful story to tell;
v in reglons romantic the Conicho's
dwell.
jy the quam-qum kah is their rallylng

CH
The torrents that leaps through the home
of their race

In the strength of the current the salmon
abound;

And the glittering trout in its eddies are
found.

Heigho! Heigho! for the river so clear!

Shouts the Indian boy with his hook and
spear

He chases the quiney-—the gull of the sea,

And gay simsimya—the wandering bee.

The stikao—the horse he is often astride,

While skomai-—the terrier trots by his
side.

Fddie and Neddie, Basil and Sol-

Bright ldttle fellows with faces droll!

Coming to school with eyes aglow,

The white man’s language and skill to
know!

But the tribe has fallen on evil days;

A blight now rests on the ancient ways

The pale-faced Quineetum have hemmed
them in,

They rot and die through the white man's
sin.

SOME BRITISH COLUMBIA INDIAN CHILDREN.

Negative by Dr. Large.

when the reviewers saw a little of it in
print they called it by a very different
name.” That is all T can get out of him.
However, he dug into the dog-barrel, and
this is what it ylelded:—

THE LOYAL QUARTETTE.
FOUR LITTLE CONICHO INDIANS.

Basil and Eddie, Sol and Neddle,—

Four little boys for school are ready.

The day may be stormy, the day may be
fair—

If the teacher's at school the quartette
will be there.

The curse comes down to the girls and
boys,

A shadow hovers above their joys.

Oh, Eddle, and Neddie, and Basil and

Sol,
Will you live to remember the words I
tell ?

But now it is squassum—your faces wash;

And quatsa lissum—with comb and brush.

For, though they have nelther a coat nor
a vest,

The dear little fellows shall look their
best.
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They shall read and seribble and do their

sums:

They shall spell and draw till the play-
time comes.

And then for a rollicking game I am
ready

With Eddie, and Basil, and Sol and
Neddie.

When I had read this through every-
thing was quite clear to me—about the
speech I mean. I sat down that evening
and wrote out my address:—

Dear Friexps—1 want to talk to you
to-night about Indian boys and girls. 1
know Bddie and Basil and Sol and Neddle
very well, for when papa is very busy he
gets me to teach school for him some-
times; and | can say that those four little
boys are as bright as four buttons. When
their faces are washed they just shine;
and they have beautiful partings to their
hair. There are a lot of other little boys
who don't come to school regularly, and
they are not o nice, because their parents
do not take so much trouble with them.
But whether they are-good or bad they
are all jolly and funny, and very lovable.
When they are clean you always feel as
it you want to hug them. They always
run to school, and if they have been late
in getting out of bed they come chewing
the end of a strip of smoked salmon,
which makes their breath smell badly.
Sometimes they bring a baby brother to
school. He always has a strip of dry
salmon to suck, just as a white baby
would have a comforter.

Most of them are very quick to learn up
to three times table, and the end of the
second reader, but they can't get any
further somehow. If they learn any more
they always forget it. But some of them
can't even learn their A B C. Papa tried
to teach one little boy for two years, and
then he didn't know A from a bull's foot.
And yet he was very clever at fishing and
paddling a canoe.

The great time of the vear for the boys
is when the dog-salmon run up the river
in the autumn. As soon as the heavy
rains have swelled the current they come
up in hundreds of thousands. Then all
the boys turn out to spear them. Their
mothers clean them, and hang them up in
the smoke to dry.

Now you will want to know why I have
sald nothing about the little girls up to
the present. Well the fact is they scarce-
Iy go to school at all on this reserve.
When you ask their fathers and mothers

“to send them, they say, “Yes, yes," but it
1s only to put you off, for they never send
them. Papa says there are good reasons
for this. 1 heard him talking to a man
about it one day. This man was called
Whunem. He was very proud of his name,

didly. 1 can tell you the answer he gave,
but I cannot give you the picturesque
action which accompanied his words. It
was quite dramatic. This is what he said:

“Hyas mesache spose tenas kloochman
kumtux paypah (It is very bad for a girl
to know how to read).

Nanich! (Look!)

Alkl nika tenas chaco hyas. (In time
wmy girl will grow up.) Klonass ikt cultus
man tikey yakkn, (Perbaps a useless man
will want her.)

Spose nika tenas “wmtux paypuh, okoke
man mamook tzum pe marsh kopa yakka.
(1f my girl can read, that man writcs &
letter and send her.)

Nika tenas kumtux okoke, pe hyak
marsh nika. (My girl understands; she
runs away and marries.)

Pe nika klap hiyu shem. (And I get
great shame).”

To his mind this was the final word on
the education of girls. Whunem was
afraid that if his girls could read he
would lose the pleasure of matching them
up with husbands.

So the little Indian girls stay home with
their mothers, and learn to clean fish, spin
wool, weave blankets, and knit those won-
derful variegated sweaters of which the
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Indian men are so proud. Like their

brothers, tL> girls are pretty and lovable,

You would never think that they could

grow up into ugly, wrinkled old women
like their grandmothers.

1 haven't told you all about the Indian

!

them sitting with their parents on the
sidewalk in your town, you will know that
{.M{ue not half as shy and heavy as they
00!

1 went to Highampton and gave my ad-
dress as I had written it. When I had
finished it the President of the League
moved & vote of thanks, and said some
nice things. Then one of the members
got up and said: “Is there anything we
can do to help the Indians?’ “Yes” I
sald, “we are giving them a good feast in
Christmas week, and we will be glad if
you can give us some food to help. It
will be better still if you will come in &
friendly way and see them eat it.” So
they did, and it was the jolliest feast we
ever had. There was hiyn waw-waw—a
lot of talk; for the Indians love to
and to make complimentary speeches.
And all the white people said they could
never have believed that Indians could be
s0 interesting.

A Trip Through the Luther Country

(IX. Luther's Ma.riage and Later Labors
FREDERICK E. MALLOTT.

HE chief weapon employed against
T Luther and the Reformation by the

that he advocated marriage for other
priests and declined it himself, he at
d his

enemies of the great was
elander. Their slander was peculiarly
venemous when it touched his private life.
No man of his day lived a purer life than
he. None was less a slave to the lusts of
the flesh than he. In a convent at Erfurt
his brother monks thought be was a
saint. He took the most sparing diet and
allowed himself only the simplest enjoy-
ments. And even after he went to Wit-
tenberg, when all the monks had deserted
the old convent, he lived on in it with
only one companion, the old prior Bris-
ger, practising the same abstinence
and engaging in the most strenuous
labors. Yet he was charged by his slan-

once regar as a
block to others, and suddenly (it seemed
50 to his friends) he took .the step ne
had advised others to take. The woman
he married was Catherine von Bora, a
nun who had run away from the convent
of Nimtzch, near Grimma.

If Lucas Cranach’s portrait of her is
a true one, Catherine von Bora was not
remarkable for the beauty of her face;
but she had other qualities that were o1
more importance. She was a sane,
strong, healthy, frank German woman,
and she made Luther a most excellent
wife. Her cheerful plety and her excel-
lent judgment often rescued Luther from

ds when his labors

derers with dr and
ness. But when Luther took a wife they
gave free vent to their vulgar imagina-
tions and added still baser charges to
his account.

One of the most marked changes made
in the thought and life of that day by
the Reformers was the new view of mar-

for he sald it was given to his 8
by a god who came to the earth in the
ancient times,

Whunem was sitting outside of his
house with his four little girls. Papa
sald to him: “When are your girls coming
to school?” “I am not going to send
them,” he said. “But,” saild papa, “it is
good for them to come to school, other-
wise they will grow up ignorant and
wild” At this Whunem got angry, and
sald, “When T want my girls to go to
school 1 will speak to you about it. That
will be early enough to discuss the mat-
ter.” Only he spoke in Chinook, much
more shortly and to the point.

Papa said nothing more about school
just then, but chatted with him about his
horses, of which he was very proud. Soon
he got confidential, and told a long story
about the way in which he had been
cheated at the store. So papa brought
him around to the school subject again by
saying what a good thing it was for a
woman to be able to read and speak Eng-
lish, and so hold her own with the store-
keeper. This drew out Whunem splen-

riage and life. The cloister had
been regarded as holier than the hearth.
Priests were mot allowed by the chureh
to marry. Young women were told that
they would be holier if they would go to
the convent. Many of them were com-
pelled to go by parents or guardians.
Even laymen were led to believe that
married life was distincetly lower than
the life of celibacy. But one of the
earliest results of Luther's labors was
the change of attitude on this question.
Luther boldly declared that the family
hearth was as sacred as the monk’s cell,
and that the mother was doing as holy
a work in caring for her child as the nun
who gave her time to prayers. He held
that priests had the same privilege as
laymen, and might marry if they chose
to do so. The result was the marriage
of many priests and the escape of several
nuns from the cloister. Luther was
blamed for this, of course, and he boldly
avowed his approval of their conduct.
But as yet he-declared that he would
not marry. When, however, his enemies
taunted him with being inconsistent in

had depressed him. Ler thrift pleced
out the meagre income and provided for
the needs of & growing family, Luther
spoke of her always in the highest terms.
He never regretted having married. In-

became

deed, after his own marriage, he
a still stronger advocate ot domestic life
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be free to do what it pleased in the mat-
ter of religion. The Romanist states
now made a league to defend their re-
ligion. The Protestant states would have
done the same but for a foolish quarrel
between Luther and Zwingli, who was
the leader of the reform movement in
Switzerland. This quarrel over doctrinal
differences not only weakened the power
of the Protestants, but led to the forma-
tion of two churches, the Lutheran and
the Reformed, that have never come
together,

Meanwhile, Charles patched up a peace
with the Pope, and in 1529, when the
second Diet was held at Speyer, the
liberty granted to Protestants by the
earlier Diet was taken away. This might
have led to a civil and religious war in

Ge had not an invasion of the
T yrned the attention of all away
f ir differences.

Later, Charles, still intent on crushing
the Protestants, called another Diet at
Augsburg, and summoned all the German
princes to turn away from their Lutheran
leanings and follow him in a great
Romish religious procession. But he
little knew what a hold the Reformation
had on these nobles. They told him they
would have their heads struck off before
they would again practise such idolatry,
and Charles, clad in purple and carrying
his candle, walked the streets of Augs-
burg in the Corpus Christi procession,
while they remained in their lodgings.

One thing came of that Diet that i
memorable, and that is the drawing up
of the “Augsburg Confession of Faith "

a complete statement of the Protestant
position and beliefs. This was drawn up
by Melanchthon.

Charles’ threats had falled to terrify
the German princes, but he made one
more effort. He gave them until April
15th, 1531, to make their submission.
Everyone looked for civil war, but the
storm cloud passed and war was again
averted.

The evangelical movement begun by
Luther now had time to root itself and
organize itself. From 1530 to 1656 this
work went on. We have already noted
that Luther, like John Wesley, had no
desire to found a new church. He made
changes only as they were forced upon
him. His supreme desire was that the
word of God should be preached in its
purity. He came in time to see, how-
ever, that this was impossible unless
steps were taken to secure, educate and
ordain ministers who would teach the
true word of God. A commission ap-
pointed to investigate the religious con-
dition of the people disclosed a most
deplorable state of affairs. The people
were grossly ignorant and the priests
were often little better. Out of this in-
vestigation came three things. Luther

began at once a movement for the re-
Hglous instruction of the people. He
prepared two catechisms for this purpose.
Next, he provided for schools in every
community, and thus laid the foundation
of the great common gchool system of
Germany. A later result was the organ-
ization of what is now the Lutheran
church.

“ Concerning This Paper”

Once again the Editor calls the atten-
tion of all his readers to the article pub-
lished in the July issue of this paper,
under the heading, “A Plain Talk Be-
tween Ourselves Concerning This Paper.”
It is very evident that had this article
been carefully read and its contents di-
gested, there would have been fewer mis-
understandings ia the minds of some of
our friends, fower misstatements at some
of our conventions, and fewer wrong im-
pressions made. The Bditor regrets that
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the July issue is entirely exhausted, or
he would willingly send coples to any in
terested person; but it may be necessary
in the interest of tiuth and consequent
correct statements that the article in
question be reprinted. Some of the re-
ports of convention proceedings that
have come to hand show a wholly erron-
eous idea concerning the present stand-
ing of the paper and its future prospeects.
Of other matters vitally related to it,
more may be necessary later. Our pres
ent counsel is to read the article referred
to above careful'v and get hold of the
statements it contains clearly and fully.

To Our Young Photographers

Some months ago the Editor gave his
young readers geveral articles on Ama-
teur Photography. The kind words of
appreciation, and the frequent requests
for other such articles, that have come to
him, have been highly esteemed. Only
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the most accomplished amateur photog-
raphers in Toronto, and is in every way
capable of guiding and counselling our
young friends in their infatuating art.
Just below this you will find one of Mr.
Coles' splendid pletures of children.
Look at the little laddie (his own sweet
child, by the way), and see if you can
find the prize-winning title for the ple-
ture. 1f you have difficulties in your
work, Mr. Coles will be glad to deal with
them in our columns. Send in a sample
print, if you like, for him to eriticize It
will do you much good if you are an
earnest student and want to excel. Ad-
dress all queries to the Bditor, who will
submit them to Mr. Coles personally.
Then watch the page in question every
month for hints and helps of every kind.
Mr. Coles will write next month, as his
first article, on * How to Buy and Use a
Camera.” We shall be glad to hear from
any interested reader on any point of
interest right away.

FOR EXPLANATION SEE

1. Competition: For this month we

appearing above. Study the picture, seek to appreci
ASires, intentions, etc., of the little boy, and send in your

card to the Editor, before January 1st.
given for the titles judged most approp

ANNOUNCEMENT BELOW.

ask for a suitable title to the picture

the feelings, thoughts,
suggested title on a post
'As usual, two good book prizes will be
riate and fAtting.

2. Awards: On page 224 of the October number there appeared a picture with
h ve

ofter of two prizes for the best two stor

been awarded (1) to Laura Bunic Baton, Glenora, Ont.,
§t. Catharines, The former wrote a very nice story on * Nelli¢

the latter on “ Laugh, and the World Li

jes suggested thereby

and (2) to
'g Birthday Present,”

aughs With You! The book prizes have

\ese_prizes
4 ¥

t,

been sent and the stories will appear in a later number.

the incessant pressure of other duties has
prevented the continuance of the pleasant
task of writing of his experience of twen-
ty-five years as an amateur for the benefit
of the increasing number of young pho-
tographers  of to-day. But failing the
time, opportunity, and perhaps the ability,
to present in a competent manner the
various steps of the art, the Editor is
pleased to announce that he has made
satisfactory arrangements whereby &
page of up-to-date practical photographic
matter will appear regularly in our paper,
beginning with the January number. In
conducting this page the Editor will have
the valuable assistance of Mr. C. A. Coles,
the Manager of the Studio and Photo-
graphic Supplies Department of the T.
Faton Co., Toronto. Mr. Coles is one of

To e honest, to be kind, to earn a little
and to spend a little less; to make on the
whole a family happier by his presence;
to renounce where that shall be necessary
and not be embittered; to keep a few
friends, but these without capitulation;
above all, on the same grim conditions,
to keep friends with himself—here is &
task for all that a man has of fortitude
or delicacy.—Robert Louis Stevenson,

«waiter,” asked the impatient cus-
tomer, “do you call this an oyster stew?"

“Yegsuh,” replied Mr, Erastus Pinkley.

«Why, the oyster in this stew lsn’t
big enough to flavor it.”

“He wasn't put in to flavor it, suh.
He is jes’ supposed to christen it."—Wash
ington Star,
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A CHARMING
SHORT STORY
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The One-Cent Prize

cent! If it was a man he'd say

five dollars out and out, or a book,
or something. 1 wonder if she thinks any-
body is simpleton enough to work a whole
week for one cent. No, thank you; you
don't catch this chap in any such game.”
And Fred Simpson concluded his little
speech by elevating his freckled nose as
high as convenience would allow.

A dozen boys and girls had grouped
themselves in the shade of the big elm
tree just west of the school-house; and
there seemed to be but one opinion re
specting the prize which had that after-
noon been offered by Miss Brinsley, a
wealthy maiden lady of Southdown.

“ Halloo! here comes the Sexton!”
shouted Henry Giddings, as an over-
grown, awkward boy drew near, with a
tin dinner-pail and a small, thin book in
his hand. “Guess he's going to try for
m One-Cent Prize. He's got his spelling

uJ UST like an old maid! Only one

A laugh went around the little circle at
Ruel Sexton’s expense; but Ruel took it
good-naturedly, as he always took the
boys' jokes and banterings. He had been
dubbed “the Sexton"” on the first day or
his attendance at the “big elm school-
house,” and the name had clung to him
for the three years afterward, till Ruel
had grown to hear it with no more
thought that if his mates had called him
Tom, Hal, or Sam, had he chanced to own
one of those time-honored nicknames.

“1 d'n' know’s I'm going to try for the
prize,” answered Ruel, in his easy.
monotonous drawl. “I'm as likely as not
to carry home my spelling book any night
if the words look harder'n usual. It ap-
pears to me that one cent ain't an amaz-
ing big prize to try for.”

“But it is only the first week that it is
one cent,” spoke up a little girl. “ Miss
Brinsley said it was to be doubled every
week."

“Oh, yes," sald Fred Simpson, ironie-
ally, “counting on his fingers, “one cent
the first week, two cents the second week,
four cents the third, eight cents the
fourth, and the whole sum of sixteea
cents the fifth week. The Sexton had
better try for it by all means. He might
get enough to buy him a new coat.”

At this a slight blush rose to the boy's
face, but he replied, good-humoredly, look-
ing down at his coat sleeves and giving
each a little pull nearer the sun-browned
wrists,

“1 reckon I'd earn it quicker sawing up
Deacon Chaulkér's wood. Mis' Chaulker
sald she'd get me a new coat when I got
the wood all done.”

“ How much have you got to do?" asked
Henry.

“ Well,” said Ruel, slowly, as if taking a
mental measurement of the Deacon's
wood pile, “T reckon there’s as much as
ten load in all. But I've got it more'n
half done."

“You'd better stick to the wood, then!”
was Henry’s comment, as the little group
broke un and moved off in twos and threes
down the road.

A few rods further on. where the road
branched off toward the left, Ruel Sexton
turned aside to pursue his solitary walk
of two miles. Ruel was an orphan, and
Deacon Choulker's low. red farmhouse,
nestled at the foot of Spruce Knob, was
the on'v home he knew. He was a dis-
tant relative of the Deacon's, but so very
distant that he could not be said to
occunv a relative's place in the househo'd
He was not fll-treated: but he was only
the “chore bov" to the Deacon and his
wife and Aunt Matilda, and was never en-
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couraged to venture beyond the kitchen
and his own tiny room in the loft above,

His walk home led through the woods
for the greater part; and as it was yet
early September, everything was still in
its full summer beauty. Ruel loved all
wild things, and to-day he could not for-
bear stopping now and then to pluck a
waving fern or to gather a handful of the
blue gentians which fringed the little
brook. But recollecting the pile of wood
to be sawed before his coat sleeves were
to be lengthened, he hastened on, think-
ing there might be time for a little work
before he must go for the cows. After-
ward, plying the saw to and fro, his
thought reverted to the spelling prize.

“Let's see’ he mused. “The whole
term is fifteen weeks; and Miss Roberts
said that the last examination would
count the same as a week; so that makes
sixteen. I wonder how much it would all
make, Henry said it would be on'y six-
teen cents the fifth week. That isn't
much. Then the sixth week it would be
twice that, Twice sixteen is thirty-two,
and twice thirty-two is sixty-four, and
twice sixtyfour is ome hundred and
twenty-eight, and twice one hundred and
twenty-eight is two hundred and fifty-six,
and twice two hundred and fifty-six s five
hundred and twelve.”

The saw stopped, and Ruel stared at the
log in a dazed sort of way. Could it be
five dollars and twelve cents! “I must
have made a mistake,” he thought, with a
half-ashamed laugh that he could for a
moment have believed that it would
amount to so large a sum. “I'll figure it
out on my slate when I get my chores
done,” was his conclusion; and he gave
himself to his work.

“Doin’ sums?” asked Lowly, concisely,
stopping, dish towel in hand, to look over
Ruel’s shoulder, as he sat in the doorway
to catch the last rays of light from the
western sky.

Lowly was Mrs. Chaulker's maid-ofall-
work; and she and Ruel were fast friends.

“1 can’t believe it! There must be a
mistake!"” said Ruel, in a breathless, ex-
cited way, scowling his forehead over his
slateful of figures.

“ Dom’t belleve what?" sald Lowly, look-
ing puzzled.

“Tt is so much!” said Ruel, in a scared
tone. ‘““Miss Brinsley never would offer
80 much money!"

“1 wish you'd tell me what you are talk-
ing about!” sald Lowly, laughing. “I
never see you so excited before, What
does ail you?"

“T tell you all about it, if you'll come
and sit down here.”

“If it's likely to be a long story I might
as well hang up my dish towel first,” and
Lowly vanished behind the sink-room
door, only to reappear a moment later,
smoothing down her pink gingham apron;
and she announced herself ready to hear
what Ruel had to say.

“You see,” the boy began, “ Miss Brins-
ley was over to school this afternoon, and
she said sne got a letter from somebody
the other day, and the spelling was so
awful that it set her to thinking. She
talked a good deal about the importance
of learning to spell, and said a lot that I
can’t remember.

1 always thought she was a long-
winded woman!” put in Lowly.

“Well, she finally said she would give
a prize to every scholar for each week
that he did not miss from now to Christ-
mas; and if anybody missed once he
would lose his prize for that week. She
sald she was going to begin with one
cent—"

“One cent!” broke in Ruel's listener,
disdainfully, “And such a rich woman!"

“You just wait!” said Ruel. * She said
it would be one cent the first week, and
then she would double the first week's
prize to make the second, and double the
second to make the third, and so on
through the fifteen weeks of the term;
and then we were to be examined on all
we had been over in the fifteen weeks, and
all that were perfect were to have the
fifteenth prize doubled. So there will be
sixteen prizes in all; or sixteen part-
prizes, she called it. Now,” lowering his
voice, “how much do you suppose that
last prize would be?”

“1 d'n’ know,” said Lowly. * Some-
where near a dollar, likely.”
“Over three hundred dollars!" said

Ruel.

“Pshaw, Ruel Sexton! You've gone
and made a mistake. It never could be
s0 much in this world!” said Lowly, de-
cisively.

“It don't seem so!” said Ruel. “But
I've been clear through it two or three
times; and I can’t make it anything
1se."

“I'll light the lamp, and look it over
nfyself. Dear, dear, if it was that, I'd
wish I was going to school so I could try
for it."

For the next five minutes two heads
bent over the slate that had been in ser-
vice since Deacon Chaulker’s babyhood,
and two pairs of eyes eagerly scanned its
surface. This is what they read:

L .Os—furn week. § lﬁ:—nlnlh week.

Ao; — secund week, 5.1; — tenth week

.04,— third week.

08 — forth week 20,48 — twelveth
2 2 week.

~—fifth week.

. 40,96 — therteenth
2 2 week.
.82 — sixth week. 81.92 — foreteenth
2 2 week.

seventh week. 163.84 — fifteenth
2 w

1.28 —elght week. $327.68 — Examination.

“It is all right!” ejaculated Lowly.
“But, goodness me!” she continued.
“That's only for each week. I'll just add
‘em together, and see what the whole thing
will be”

The stub of a pencil moved slowly in
the girl's fingers, until figure after figure
was gone carefully over. But neither she
nor Ruel was prepared for the result.

“It's six hundred and fifty-five dollars
and thirty-five cents! Well, I declare
for't, if Miss Brinsley hain’t opened her
heart this time; and her pocket-book, too,
which is more to the purpose. Six hun-
dred dollars! Yes, that's worth tryin’
for.”

“Lowly,” sald Ruel, deliberately, as he
lifted his eyes from the slate, “ I'm going
to get that prize!”

“ Are you good in spelling?” questioned
Lowly, eyeing with a doubtful expression
the written words placed opposite the
figures.

“No,” admitted the boy. “I ’most
always miss. I went clear down to the
foot of the class this morning on
patriarch. But I ean study, Lowly. Once
in a while, when I've studied real hard,
T've been perfect; and,” he added brightly,
“1N study day and night. I'll do any-
thing!”

“And T'll help you. I'll hear your les-
sons till you know every word by heart.”

“Oh! will you?” exclaimed the boy, his

10.1: ~—leventh week,
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eyes glistening. * You're so good, always,
Lowly!"

“ Pshaw!” protested the girl. Yet she
was pleased with Ruel's praise; for she
loved the lad almost as if he had been
her own brother.

“1'd better begin right away!” said
Ruel, fetching his bock from the window-
sl « The lesson Jsoks hard for to-mor

row,

So the boy studied and recited, studied
and recited, until here were left only two
or three words upon which he needed to
perfect himself. The next morning before
daybreak he lighted his candle, and
studied until it was time to help about the
chores; and at eight o'clock he started
for school, feeling certain that he knew
his spelling lesson as he had never known
it before.

It was a long line that ranged itself at
the side of the school-room that morning,
when the first class in spelling was called;
but nobody appeared to feel any unusual
interest in the recitation. The boys and
girls failed one after another, and there
was the usual changing of places; but
Ruel was still at the foot when Miss
Roberts gave out the word champagne.
The head boy missed it; so did the second
and the third. Down the line it went,
some spelling it with an “s,” others pui-
ting in an “1" The scholars began to
wake up; and one by one each racked his
brains in the vain attempt to place the
letters in their proper order. It reached
the girl at Ruel's side. She failed.
“ Next!" repeated the teacher, but not at
all as if she expected the “next” to re-
spond in a manner any way satisfactory.

“ Champagne,” pronounced Ruel, while
every neck far up the line was craned a
little beyond its neighbor’s. “C-b-a-m
cham, pa-g-n-e, pagne, champagne,”
spelled the boy, with no hesitancy. Ah, it
had been too often missed and re-missed
the night before to be forgotten now!

“Right!"” said Miss Roberts, in a pleased
tone. “Take your place at the head,
Ruel.”

There was a beam of satisfaction on the
honest face as he marched awkwardly
past his mates; and then the lesson pro-
ceeded, Ruel holding the post he had so
honorably won.

“The Sexton's promotion,” as Fred
Simpson termed it, was the subject under
discussion at the noon intermission; and
Ruel was obliged to hear a good many
crude jokes in regard to it

“Well, old Sexton,” said Bela Parks,
with a slap across the broad shoulders,
“you are fairly on the way toward earn-
ing the big sum of one penny. If you
wish I'll write to Uncle James and ask
him to save a place in his bank for it,
and to get an extra large bank-book ready
for your account.”

This speech was received with shouts of
merriment from every hearer except Ruel.
He smiled, in his contented fashion, and
‘when the laugh had subsided sald simply:

“Do you know how much that last
week's prize is going to be?”

“No,” sald Bela. “T haven't figured it
up. Have you?”"

“Yes," replied Ruel, a gleam of fun in
his blue eyes, “T have."

Something in the boy's manner made
his companion take a slip of paper from
his pocket, and, producing a pencil, he
figured rapidly for several minutes.
There was a grim look on his face when
he glanced up at the expectant group.

“Well?” sald Henry Giddings, interro-
gatively.

“Well,” repeated Bela, “by not know-
ing our spelling lesson this morning we
have every one of us lost exactly three
hundred and twenty-seven dollars and
sixty-eight cents!”

“Wh—what?" stammered Henry, look-
ing puzzled ard fr d her.
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“7That's just the amount of the six-
teenth prize,” said Bela, tossing him the
paper. * Only nobody but the Sexton had
wit enough to find it out. The rest of us
have lost all chance of it."

Everybody wanted to see the figures at
the same time, and instantly pressed in
Henry's direction. Meanwhile Ruel took
himself off to a quiet corner to éat his
dinner.

During the weeks which followed there
were a number of names on Miss Roberts’
record against which there were marked
no faflures. Ruel's still headed the list,
and prominent among them was that of
Bela Parks; but on a certain bright
October Saturday Bela lazed away his
morning hours, saying to himself that
there was plenty of time to learn the
lesson before recitation. There was a
tempting nutting excursion in the after-
noon, and Monday morning saw his
ignominious failure. Whereupon Squire
Parks' son gave up the contest on the
spot. A few others skipped an occastonal
week, which precluded them from all
chance of winning the larger sums, till at
the close of the fifteenth week there
were only two who had gained more than
eleven prizes. These were Ruel Sexton,
who could show a perfect record, and
Molly Barnes, a bright little girl of twelve
years, who had not failed since Ruel went
above her on “champagne.”

All wondered at Ruel's success. But if
they had peeped into Deacon Chaulker's
kitchen during the long evenings and had
seen the two who were always to be
found sitting in the light of a little
kerosene lamp—a * tall, awkward-looking
boy and a plainfaced young woman—the
one intent upon his book, the other ready
to lay down her sewing as often as the
lesson was studied and re-studied, they
might have wondered less.

On the day of the final examination,
Ruel for the first time in his life felt a
trifile nervous. He had been over page
after page with Lowly during the past
week, and had spelled every word correct-
1y. Still he could not help saying to him-
self, “What if I should forget? There
were so many combinations of is and es
to remember, and there was the three
hundred dollars at stake. If he should
lose it by misplacing one little letter!
Ruel did not like to think of such a pos-
sibllity. The dozen or more who had
gained any of the larger prizes seemed to
share Ruel's trepidation, and an unusual
stillness pervaded the school-room as Miss
Roberts began the lesson. There were
numerous failures; but all went well with
Ruel and Molly Barnes, who stood next
him, till Miss Roberts gave out the word
“faleon.”

It was Ruels' turn, and he began with
no hesitancy, yet in his slow way, so un-
like the glib manner in which Fred
Simpson rattled off the letters.

“Faul faul, con, con,
spelled Ruel.

The teacher glanced up, a surprised
and pained look on her kind face, and
there was a hush in the room as she sald,
in a low tone, “ Next!”

“Why, Miss Roberts,” began Ruel, flush-
ing and quivering in every nerve, “1 am
sure that is the way T learned it!”

“Then you learned it wrong,” said his
teacher, sadly; “I am sorry, Ruel.”

Molly Barnes spelled the word correct-
ly, and Ruel stepped below her, and
stood with drooping head while the spell-
ing went on down the line and the ex-
amination was ended.

School was dismissed early that after-
noon; and when the bell rang Ruel
sprung ahead of the boys, though several
tried to stop him. He had now no wish
to stay and help to trim the room for the
morrow, as he had anticipated so much

fauleon,’

p! in doing; and the others saw him

leap the rail fence in front of the school-
house and take a short cut across the
snow-drifted flelds to the road beyond.
He passed the pile of evergreens which
he had helped to cut that very noon. "I
wish 1 need not go to-morrow!” he
thought, remembering with a pang with
how much happiness he had looked for-
ward to ii. Bverybody in town was to be
there. The prizes were to be distributed,
there was to be speaking by some of the
little ones, declamations by scveral of the
boys, and one of the older girls, who hed
a sweet volce, was to ging a “ Bird Song,”
and her brother was to accorpany her on
his flute. The harder we work to gain
an end, the greater is our disappointment
at defeat; and Ruel felt that his dis-
appointment was harder than he could
bear. He strode along the snowy road,
thinking he could never look into Lowly's
face and tell her he had lost the highest
prize of all; and at thought of Lowly a
lump rose in his throat. He tried to
force it back; but it would not go, and
the next moment his whole frame shook
with the sobs he no longer tried to sup-
press. So it was with a swollen face
and an aching head that he reached
home.

The milk pails were in the back shed,
and he stepped carefully over the creaky
floor, hoping Lowly would not hear him.
No sound came from the kitchen beyond,
and he gained the barn without meeting
anybody. He had filled one pail full of
the foaming liguid and had just begun on
the second when he heard a voice behind
him. He started violently, nearly up-
getting his pail.

“Why, Ruel!” said Lowly, in a re-
proachful tone, “ What Is the matter? 1
have been worrying about you for ever
so long. 1 didn't know you had got
home” Then, with a furtive glance at
the boy's face, * Did you miss, Ruel?”

“Yes," sald Ruel, gulping down a sob.

“My poor boy!" sald Lowly, the tears
coming into her eyes, “I am 80 SOrry.
What word was it?"

“Faleon.”

« Falcon!” repeated Lowly. “ How did
you spell it?”

Ruel told her.

“ Why, it seems to me that is right. It
seems as if 1 remembered that word.”

«That's what 1 told Miss Roberts; but
she sald it was wrong. Oh, Lowly!” and
Ruel came near crying again, only resist-
ing the impulse by a brave effort.

“1 do belleve there's a u there” sald
Lowly. “Have you looked in your book?”

“Noj; it wouldn't do any good. It is all
over now.”

“ g your book home?" persisted Lowly.

“Yes; it's on the wood-shed bench.”
And Ruel resumed his milking with a
heavy heart, while Lowly hastened in the
direction of the spelling book.

The girl seemed to have been gone but
a moment, when she reappeared, her
homely face aglow with excitement.

“qt is right. It is right!” she cried.
« knew it was all the time, Just look!"
and the two heads bent over Deacon
Chaulder's old spelling book, Ruel ex-
claiming, triumphantly, “Oh, Lowly, it is.
Isn't it!"

“One of the books must be wrong," sald
Ruel. “And I dare say it is mine. This
is so old "—turning over the dog-earned
volume. “Most of the others have new
ones, But do you suppose 1 shall get it,
after all?”

“Ot course!” sald Lowly, decisively;
which opinion the boy never doubted.

The milking being finished, they
walked to the house together. Lowly
shivered inside the light wooilen shawl
she had thrown over her head and shoul-
ders.

“1 must go over to Miss Roberts' as
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éoon as I get my chores done,” sald
Ruel.

“Not to-night! Why, it's more'n four
miles over to the Robertses, and an awful
bleak walk.”

“There'll be no time to explain in the
morning,” said Ruel. “It must be done

to-night.”
“But, Ruel,” expostulated his com-
panion, “ the snow must be full four feet

deep, and that's a dreadful road to drift;
and Joe Pierce wes over this afternoon,
and he said the thormometer was bound
to go twenty-five below before morning.
If the Deacon would only let you take
Kate and drive over!”

“ When he lets me drive Kate I reckon
you'll know it!” said Ruel. “But don't
worry any more; for I am going, and
shall be back again before you know it!"
and he laughed a happy little laugh, as if
he should not feel the cold, bent on such
an errand.

8o anxious was the boy to be off that it
took all Lowly's powers of persuasiveness
to bring him to stay to eat his supper
before starting on his long, cold walk.
But at length he was ready, and with
spelling book crammed into one pocket of
his thin overcoat, and three fat ginger-
cakes, which Lowly insisted that he
might need, packed snugly in the other,
he opened the outer door.

“0-0h!" shivered the girl, as a gust of
wind darted in through the open space.
“You'll freeze before ever you get there!”

“1 reckon the cold won't hurt me,” said
Ruel, calmly.

“ Anyway I shall sit up for you, and
have a good hot fire when you get back;”
and then the boy was gone, and Lowly
returned to her dishes.

Before he had gone two miles Ruel be-
gan to realize that the cold was greater
than he had supposed. He took off his
long comforter and passed it over his
head, so that it might protect his ears
as well as his neck. Then he set off at a
brisk run, but his feet felt numb and"'
heavy. The snow was so deep as to make
running tiresome work, and he soon fell
back into a walk. His hands at first
ached and stung with the b.ing cold; but
after awhile the aching stopped and -
queer feeling crept over them, as if, as
Ruel afterward expressed it, he “hadn’t
any hands.”

“8trange,” he thought to himself, “that
I should be so tired with just this walk!"”
and very glad he was when the friendly
light from Farmer Roberts’ kitchen
streamed out over the snow.

“Why, no, she ain’t home,” sald the
farmer, a few minutes later, in answer to
Ruel's inquiry for his teacher. “ She's
gone over to Miss Brinsley's to stay all
night. Did you want to see her?”

“Yes, sir,” sald Ruel.

** Well now, that's too bad,” said the old
man. ." You'd find her home 'most any
evenin’, Suppose you run up to Miss
Brinsley’s; ‘taint much more'n a good
mlile straight on over the hill. You
kuow where she lives?”

“Yes, sir,” sald Ruel, a little wearily.
He was in hopes the old man would
ask him to stop and warm himself by the
tempting fire which he could hear erack-
ling away in the big kitchen fireplace.
But Ruel was too timid to beg even so
slight a favor; so he turned away, and
began his slow trudge up the hilly road.

“I believe I must sit down in the snow
and rest a minute,” thought the boy, an
unaccountable feeling of langour and
sleepiness coming over him. “I almost
wish I'd let it go till morning, as Lowly
wanted me to.” And with the thought of
Lowly came the remembrance of the
ginger-cakes she had stowed in his
pocket. “ Perhaps they will make me feel
better!” And certainly ginger-cakes never
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did better work; for they seemed to bring
new warmth and strength to the be-
numbed limbs, so that Ruel said: “ I may
as well pull on up the hill, and rest when
1 get there.”

On reaching the brow of the hill, he
found the road to be nearly impassable;
but he kept bravely on, plunging through
drifts which came almost to his shoul-
ders, and more than once losing his foot-
ing entirely.

“This is the longest mile I ever knew!"
said Ruel, discerning nothing ahead but a
long stretch of undulating whiteness.
But, happily, just as fatigue had well-nigh
overpowered him he came opposite the
driveway leading to Miss Brinsley's home.
Her house was by far the most imposing
in the town; but Ruel thought little of
the stately old mansion, little even of the
spelling book in his pocket. To get away
from that biting wind which seemed to
freeze his very breath, to gain a place
where he might rest—these were upper-
most in his mind as he knocked at a side
door.

The manservant, who opened it saw a
bundled-up boy with a very pale face,
heard a half-uttered inquiry for Miss
Roberts; and then Ruel staggered inside,
and reached the chalr that was placed for
him by the fire. His teacher came hurry-
ing in, and he fumbled in s pockef for
the spelling book; but the rooni seemed
to dance before him, and, making an in
articulate reply to her surprised ques-
tioning, he fell at her feet limp and un-
conscious.

When he opened his eyes he was lying
upon a lounge, Miss Roberts was chafing
his hands, and a strange gentleman was
bending over him, and saying, “Now
we'll have a little more of that brandy,
Amelia!” and, then, to his patient:

“A mile or two further, my boy, and
you could not have been there to-morrow
to get that big prize of yours! But you
will be all right soon.”

“Oh, Miss Roberts,” began Ruel with an
effort, “1 did learn it so. It is fa-ul
in my book. I brought it to show you.
Where is it?” making a movement in the
direction of his pocket; but, a feeling of
weakness overpowering him, he dropped
his hand feebly, saying: “Did I faint
away?"

“You were faint for awhile.
this, and you will feel better.”

Then Miss Roberts brought the ola
spelling book, and little by little Ruel
explained it all, and Miss Brinsley said
the book was really wrong, according to
the modern way of spelling the word,
although old writers used to spell falcon
with a u; and they all agreed that he
had fairly earned the prize inasmuch as
he had spelled the word as he had learned
it; and Dr. Brinsley, who had come up
trom New York on purpose to attend the
school féte and give out the prizes offered
by his sister, complimented Ruel on his
good scholarship and his bravery In fac-
ing the wind on so bitter a night. till the
pale face grew hot and rosy under such
unaccuistomed praise.

“T reckon I'd better be going pretty
soon,” began Ruel, lifting himself to a sit-
ting posture; but he fell back on the pil-
low the next instant, with a strange sense
of weakness, while the doctor laughed,
saying:

“We sha'n’t let you travel through any
more snow to-night. The best place for
you, young man, is in bed. My sister Is
having a room made warm for you."”

“Oh, thank you!"” sald Ruel, gratefully.
the tears rushing to his eyes, such kind-
ness and attention being so mew to him.
“But,” sald he, with sudden dismay.

Drink

“what will Lowly think? And she sald
she would sit up for me!"

“1 think I can send word,” sald the
doctor, musingly. “ At Deacon Chaulker's
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you say? I'll let Thomas drive over and
tell your friends that we are going to
keep you all night”' And then he went
away, leaving Ruel in a state of dreamy
happiness, having only a delicious sense
of being cared for hitherto unknown to
him,

The next day’s programme was carried
out, and proved a delightful one for all
concerned. Ruel’s decision to start for
home by daybreak, in time to do his
chores, was at once overruled; and how
Deacon Chaulker managed without him is
best known to himself. Certain it is that
he was first at the school-house, and when
he saw Ruel drive up in Miss Brinsley's
great family sleigh, half enveloped in fur
robes, he quite forgot the little lecture he
had prepared for him in his delight at
seeing Dr. Brinsley, whom he had known
as a boy; and his pride at Ruel's success
was so great that more than one person
was informed in the course of the morn-
ing that “ Ruel was a good boy; not a bit
of shirk in him, always on the spot,”
never omitting the fact that he was the
only son of his second cousin, Nathan.
The only drawback to Ruel's happiness
was that Lowly was not there to enjoy the
festivities; but he resolved to make it
up to her in the best way possible.

“Well,” said Fred Simpson to Henry
Giddings, on their way home, “* the Sexton
got the OneCent Prize, after all.”

“One cent!” returned Henry. “Who'd
‘a’ thought it would have footed up to
over six hundred dollars. What do you
suppose he is going to do with all that
money?”

“] guess he's going to college,” sald
Fred, “ for 1 heard him tell Miss Brinsley
that he was bound to have an education.”

But not all of the six hundred went
toward Ruel's college expenses. After
urging a part of the money upon Lowly,
pleading that if it had not been for her he
should never have gained the prize, and
hearing for the hundredth time that she
“never, never would touch a single cent
of it,” Ruel suddenly dismissed the sub-
ject, making Lowly to wonder not a little.
But when she entered the kitchen on
Christmas morning the cause of his
silence was explained. Lowly had once
sald in Ruel's presence: “If there is any-
thing on earth that I hanker after it is a
sewing-machine!” a remark that the lad
had never forgotten; and there by the
south window stood a machine of the
most  app d make, n
nickel plate and polished wood, and on
the top lay a slip of paper, on which was
serawled: “ A Christmas present to Lowly
from Ruel.”
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Convention Reports

Five pages of these appeared in our
November issue, leaving, as we an-
nounced in that number, several yet in
type. You will find that quite a large
amount of space i taken np in this issue
with similar reports We do not think
it wise to so occupy such a large propor-
tion of our space, but so many conven-
tions coming together, and so many re-
ports being sent in in detail, no other
course seems open to us. We have neces-
sarily condensed some of the reports, and
apologize to any of your friends who were
disappointed that thelr convention was
not reported earller Again we would
remind our correspondents that copy for
each issue should be in our hands by the
fifth day of the preceding month to en-
sure its appearance. We cannot help this
condition. It inheres to the printing of
the paper.

HAVE YOU STUDIED THE LEAGUE
STANDARD OF EFFICIENCY?

the
caus

rell;
becs
cult

pros
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Great Stories of the Bible
V1II. Daniel's Purpose
Daniet 1.
Torrc ¥or WEEK oF DECEMBER 21, 1913
REV. WALTER 8. LENNON, BA, B.D., GranBY, QuE.

F Bible scholars of the modern school
I are right, the Book of Daniel was

written in its present form, not by
the prophet himself, but by some plous
soul in the age of the Maccabees, when
the Syrian King, Antiochus Epiphanes,
was endeavoring to destroy the Jewish
faith because he deemed it an obstacle to
his purpose of unifying the people of his
somewhat scattered domains.

In pursuit of this purpose Antiochus
had among other measures interdicted the
observance of the Sabbath, circumcision.
and, in particular, the abstinence from
unclean meats. The penalty of disregard
of this interdiction of Jewish religious
customs was death, and anyone who
knows anything about the Maccabean
period is aware that not a few Jews suf-
fered martyrdom rather than forswear
their faith and its practices, although,
sadly enough, there were others who
sought to avoid trouble and loss by meek-
ly recognizing the king's prohibition.

According then to this view of the book
it has the very clear purpose of strength-
ening the courage, faith in God, and
loyalty to principle of the Jewish people
in a trying era of persecution by pictur-
ing to them the noble, unyielding loyalty
to the laws of his God which the young
expatriated Jew, Daniel, had shown in
his earlier day. Whether or not this
view be right, there can be no doubt that
the hero of the book is plctured to us be-
cause he was so unflinchingly loyal all
through his remarkable career to Jewish
religlous law in a foreign land, and also
because in spite of the dangers and difi-
culties that his loyalty to conscience
brought to him, he finally reached in the
providence of God a place of high honor
and of great power and influence. Care-
ful readers of the story of Danlel can
scarcely fail to note how in these respects
the story parallels that of Joseph. The
parallel 1s indeed more minute still. Both
Joseph and Daniel are carried away from
home surroundings and influences to a
foreign country, at a very tender age,
both get very early into court cireles in
the land of their captivity, both are
strongly tempted to forget the high prin-
ciples taught them in the homeland and
to forget thelr God; both interpret a
king's dreams and win favor by so doing,
and. finally, both by . the special over-
wat-hing providence of God, reach high
places in an allen land.

Daniel, we are told, was carried captive
to Babylon with a party of high-born
Jewish youths in or about the year 603
B.C., when the flladvised rebellion of
King Jeholakim had been sharply put
down by Nebuchadnezzar; 8o that Daniel
entered Babylon as one of the first con-
tingent of captives in the long seventy-
year captivity. The term “youths” used
to describe Daniel and his fon cap-

kinsman of the Jewish king, Zedekiah,
which is altogether probable, for the chap-
ter also tells us that all these young cap-
tives were of the seed royal. That may
seem a trivial fact when it is set over
against the opposite fact that he was a
captive. Captivity seems to destroy
social distinctions and to make the boast
of blueblood a very meaningless thing.
But the consclousness of high birth can
minister to something else than one’s
social pride, It may be so dwelt upon by
the heart as to give it a significance al-
together apart from it usually social
meaning. Daniel turned his conscious-
ness of high birth to this nobler use. e
dwelt upon it in his thought until it
prought to him the appeal to be worthy
of his birth—to remember the high senti-
ment that has since been uttered in the
maxim of the old chivalric nobility of
France, “Noblesse oblige.” There were
some things his birth called upon him to
be, and to do, and he did not meanly give
denial to his birth in respect to them.
We, too, the Christian apostles remind
us, can boast a noble—the very noblest—
birth, for “now are we called the sons of
God,” and it becomes us to be worthy of
our birth—to be “sons of God without re-
buke.” “Noblesse oblige.”

Daniel had also a special attractiveness
of physical appearance, and this was one
of the reasons why he was chosen to be
trained that he might one day “stand in
the king's palace.” An old saying has it,
that beauty is only skin deep, but it is a
cynical saying and like most cynical say-
ings, has only a modicum of truth to it.
Beauty and attractiveness of appearance
are fine assets. They will not by any
means take the place of those better
things that one must have to make one's
lite worthy, but 1if one looks at them
rightly they invariably utter a challenge
to him to endeavor to add the better
things to them. If anyone Is blessed like
Daniel with a handsome appearance, he
ought to feel challenged by that fact to
see to it that he make the tenant soul as
beautiful as the house in which it dwells.
A beautiful face and a beautiful charac-
ter should go together. It is a monstrous
thing when a man with the physical
beauty of an Adonis or of an Absalom
has in him only the soul of a slave, or &
weakling, or a degenerate. Danlel added
to his beauty of person a beauty of soul.
He believed and acted upon the bellef that
handsome is he who handsome does.

Daniel also had a fine mind. This was
another reason why he was chosen to go
to Babylon for training in what Robert E.
Speer calls “the Princes’ College of Baby-
lon,” How fine his intellect was comes
out very strikingly in his after history as
a statesman. Now a fine intellect 18 a
very valuable possession, but it 1s really

F -

tives gives mo very certain information
regarding his age, but in view of the fact
that the purpose was to train these young
Jews “In the learning and tongue of the
Chaldeans,” it 1is probable that they
ranged in age between twelve and sixteen
vears. While very little 1s told us about
Daniel’s derivation and early training, it
{s worth while pausing over the rapid
description of our young hero given in
the earlier part of the chapter.

THE DESCRIPTION OF DANTEL.

Pirst, he came of a princely Jewish
family. Josephus tells us that he was a

most ble when it to one
who Ifke Daniel makes it the instrument
of a noble soul—who sees to it that it is
never allowed to be “cold intellect” but
always intellect warmed with the passion
for righteousness, and directed not to the
exploitation of the world for the winning
of mere material gains, but toward the
quest for “ whatsoever things are true,
things are ble, whatso-
ever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report.”
‘We have come to see then that the most
notable feature in this man Daniel is his
strong, resolute and commanding soul, a

ERA. 273

soul not merely immovably fixed in its
own convictions and purposes, for that
sometimes produces only an unbeautiful
stubbornness of will, but a soul utterly
loyal to truth and duty. 1t is this aspect
of the man's life we are called upon in
this chapter specially to admire.

DANIEL'S LOYALTY TO CONSCIENCE.

The strain upon the young lad's loyalty
to his conscience must have heen tremen-
dous. It was no small thing to tell Ash-

. penaz, the chief of the eunuchs, that what

his Chaldean masters ate and drank with
a clean was utter to
him, and that he could not conduct him-
self after their fashion without solling
his soul. That smacked at first sight of
a very disagreeable feeling of superfority
to his masters. Doubtless, too, his case
was made harder by the fact that some—
perhaps the most—of his fellow captives
in the Princes’ College had readily sub-
seribed to the new rules of diet, and were
eating and drinking things from the
king’s table without grumble or com-

plaint. The “trimmers” and “conces -
ists” in morals always make it hard or
the “loyalist” to be true to his God 1 to

his moral ideals. It I8 not easy face

unmoved the criticlem that vou even
more “prudish” than your fe iglon-
arfes. Many a young Christ! meant
to hold by his ideals to th has sur-

rendered principle and done (hings con-
scefence did not approve because the wily
tempter pointed out to him that he was
making himself quite singular by his
“non-conformity” since so many profess-
ing Christians did without any seeming
question the very things at which he
drew the line of exclusion. But however
hard the fight may have been for him,
Daniel, fortified by grace in his loyalty
to principle,

“Dared to stand alone,
Dared to have a purpose true,
And dared to make it known.”

What others did or did not do mattered
little to him in directing the affairs of his
soul. His own consclence, educated and
trained, ruled in the kingdom of his
mind, and as a result of his consequent
loyalty to duty he had the great joy of
learning that a man can as easily but-
tress the consclence of others as he can
surrender his own. “From this old story,”
says Robt, E. Speer, in an address given
last year at Northfield, “we see the tre-
mendous power of leadership; how great
is the might of one clear-seeing, clean-
principled, resolute man, and how easy it
is for him to swing his company. There
was only this young man who took his
stand at the beginning; but the little
group at once formed around him, fol-
lowed his leadership, and lived by the
principles by which they saw he was re-
solved that he would live” It was
Daniel who “purposed . . . . . that he
would not defile himself,” but, when the
final 1ine up, in respect to duty came, his
companions took the same stand that he
took—a stand that probably they would
not have taken but for him. And the
day came, our readers will remember,
when the same three were called upon
when no Danlel was present to put moral
fibre into them to trample upon the most
sacred laws of their race and to bow
down to a graven image in the plains of
Dura. In that hour they were “not care-
ful to answer” the king, because they
thought of wha. Daniel would do under
the circumstances, and because this first
“great refusal” along with Danfel had
strengthened their souls in goodness.
That is one of the finer sides to our
loyalty to right—it invarlably bears its
fruitage In other lives and In a sense
ministers to the sum total of moral
strength there is in the world of men.

e
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It is magnificently worth while to pur-
pose in your heart to do the noble thing,
both for your own sake and for the sake
of others, It is indeed upon that high
plane of thought the apostle Paul moved
when he discussed with the Corinthian
Chureh the problem concerning the eating
of meat sacrificed to idols. Our leaguers
will remember his conclusion and his de-
clared purpose of heart, “If eating meat
cause my brother to offend (and if eating
it not will save him from offending), I
will eat no more meat while the world
standeth.”

It is probable that the eating of the
king's meat and the drinking of the
king’s wine would have brought Daniel
into conflict with Jewish law at more
than one point. We will not pause over
that question, but, as we have already in-
timated, many of his companions argued
that “when you are in Rome you must do
as the Romans do.” and conformed at
once to the customs of Babylon, Their
Jewish  principles seemed excellent
enough to them at home, but here in
Babylon with a king’s favor to gain and
a new atmosphere to breathe, it seemed
foolish to stand by them too rigidly, and
therein they were not unlike some mod-
ern Christians who can do in the foreign
city or in the easy moral atmosphere of
a summer watering-place what they
would by no means dream of doing at
home amidst life’s ordinary surroundings.
Daniel, however, was of a different stamp.
He was as ambitious as any of his fel-
lows, and as determined to make his way
if he could. But with him principle was
principle in Babylon as well as in Jerusa-
lem. He was not like Kipling’s character
who sings:

“Ship me somewhere east of Suez,
Where the best is like the worst,

Where there ain't no ten commandments,
And a man can raise a thirst.”

To Daniel divine laws were operative
“east of Suez” as well as west of it. His
ethies were not subject to climatic
changes. He knew that a man had to be
as wholeheartedly clean in Babylon as in
Jerusalem if he were to stand clear be-
fore the bar of his own conscience. That
is one of the great lessons he teaches us.

THE WINSOMENESS OF DANIEL'S PIETY.

But the writer is not quite sure that
the largest lesson of this story does not
come to us through Daniel's manner of
carrying out his purpose rather than
through the purpose itself. At any rate
it i8 quite worth noticing that with all
the granite-like unyleldingness of Daniel's
religious principle, there was also a win-
someness about his piety that went far
toward easing what would otherwise
have been a very rough pathway. It is
@ fine art to be winsomely good—to be
good in such a fishion that your person-
ality does not become so harsh, cold,
austere, or sombre as to make men de-
spise your goodness and grow antagonis
tie to it. It is the glory of our Lord that
His goodness did not drive simple souls
away from Him, but drew them to His
side and created in them a hunger for a
righteousness like His, and it is likewise
the glory of Daniel's piety that it does
not seem to have robbed him of the favor
of those most affected by it—the officers
who were charged with the oversight of
him as a promising young captive. True,
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that method. Whén He gets a Christian
“diamond in the rough,” He straightway
sets to work polishing it, and only when
He has done this does it begin to win
tavor. If you are a “rough diamond,” you
had better let God do some polishing and
cutting at you. It is worth while having
your religion and your loyalty to prin-
ciple made attractive, That is only an-
other way of saying that consecrated tact
has a place in every well-regulated Chris-
tian lfe. Daniel “purposed in his heart
that he would not defile himself,” and if
it had come to a sharp conflict of wills
between him and the chief eunuch, or
even between him and the king, there can
be no doubt that his ultimatum would
have been, “Kill me if you will, but eat I
will not.” But it speaks volumes for his
common sense and for his tact that he
aid not create any unnecessary initial an-
tagonism by the way In which he an-
nounced his purpose. He began with a
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pleading tone; he appealed to the chief
eunuch’s better feelings and “requested
that he might not defile himself.” And
when the eunuch pointed out that he
would endanger his own head by making
the requested concession, Daniel did not
hotly blurt out a deflance as some might
have done. He interpreted the eunuch’'s
answer to mean that if Daniel could in-
duce some meaner official to favor him,
he, the eunuch, would wink at the ir-
regularity. Then Daniel turned to the
steward or butler, who probably had
direct oversight of his dietary, and made
to him the proposition of a ten days
trial of pulse and water—a sane and con-
servative proposition that won the officer’s
congent, because among other things it
promised probably to put something into
his pocket through expenses saved. And
so Danfel's plety won out, because it
mixed itself with a little consecrated tact,
and made itself winsome.

Homes or Tenements

Luke 2: 40-52.
Toric oF WEEK oF DECEMRER 28,
REV. SAMUEL T. TUCKER, B.A,, BD,, Opessa.

HE Home with its sacred traditions
and precious memories is fast dis-
appearing from our Anglo-Saxon

civilization. It is being seriously under-
mined by the social changes accompany-
ing the industrial revolution. The trend
from the old historic home to the modern
tenement means more for the success or
ruin of our civilization than any other
thing. The material, as well as the moral
and religious development of the nation,
depends on the conservation of the home
life. It is never wise to claim that the
present is not as good as the past, and
seek to preserve the home in its old-
fashfoned type. Let us conserve all that
is true and essential, and adjust it to our
present conditions. The progress of our
civilization is wrapt up with the integ-
rity of the home type.

The Home, as a social unit, is consti-
tuted by two personalities blending their
lines into a community 1ife—physical,
mental, moral and spiritual. God made
man and woman equal and complemen-
tary. But they were to become ‘“one
flesh” in marriage. It is this fusion of
two personalities, that creates the soclal,
moral and spiritual atmosphere in the
home, necessary for the normal growth
of the children. “The physical is not the
only, nor by any means, the permanent,
element in marriage. This must be
found in the same fraternal spirit which
guarantees a perpetuation of the King-
dom. Just as this ideal soclety is inde-
pendent of p cal bounds and gl
physical elements, so is the ultimate
basis of the marriage relation to be
found in spiritual rather than physical
unity” We must not forget, that we
hand down to our children—not simply
the physical heritage, but the whole per-
sonality and the environment in which
that personality can best thrive, For
this reason Jesus allowed no other ground
for divorce than that of adultery. “Mar-
rlage is a fundamental human relation.
1t 18 In its normal condition when mon-
ogamous, It is something more than &
living together of man and woman. It i8
the 1 as well as the physical com-

the author of the story that it
was God who “had brought Daniel into
tender favor with the prince of the
eunuchs,” but experience has probably
taught all of us that the way God has of
bringing good men into favor with thelr
fellows 18 to help them develop a lov-
able personality. Since the world began
God never brought an unlovable into
the tender favor of anybody except by
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pletion of personality.”

The home furnishes almost the sole
educational influence upon the child
for the first seven years. Since so
long a period of helplessness char-
acterize the early life of human beings,
some form of protection and care
in family life is necessary for the preser-
vation of the race. In the home we find

the executive, legislative and judicial de-
partments, with all the machinery that
properly belongs to punitive institutions.
The child is taught the sanctity of law,
authority and property, the recognition
of the rights of others, and the penalty
of bad citizenship. Above all, it is in the
home, that the child is to receive his first
and most important training in religion.
No other institution ecan possibly have
such an opportunity to develop the child's
religious nature, and no other teacher in
the world is so'well equipped by nature
to lead the child to God, and give him an
appreciation of religion as a Christian
mother. The home is practieally society
in miniature, with its legal, social and
moral ideals. It may be also the cause of
much of the evil in society. Tt furnishes
the soil, if not the seed, for such evils as
intemperance, pauperism, divorce, lust
and crime. Out of 4,830 prisoners at
the Elmira Reformatory, 2,660 came from
bad homes, and 173 came from good

homes, while were surround-
ed by wholesos ws at the time of
the lapse into

The home sho comparatively iso-

lated to do its best work. This gives the
parents a better chance to direct and in-
fluence the child. For some years of his
life the parents should be his chief com-
panions and teachers. To come into con-
tact with the outside world at too early
an age, is detrimental to the child, Isola-
tion ps a real with-
in the home. The true community spirit
is best developed, where the homes are
separated from one another, In the city
we may not know our next door neighbor.
Ag people get closer together, they get
farther apart,

Can the modern tenements conserve
these elements of home life? The family
in the tenement is not isolated sufficiently
to instil into the mind of the children the
value of the home as a separate unit.
They do not develop a love for home, In
later years they will not be thrilled by
hearing that old familiar song—Home
Sweet Home. The sweet memories of the
log cabin have anchored many a man in
the storm of life. We cannot bear to have
such ties and iInfluences broken by the
predominance of tenement life. This
is ore strong reason why many belleve
that the tenement is only a stage in the
transition. Eventually we will return to
the isolated home, linked by closer soclal
ties to the community around,

Besides, the conditions under which

the 1
price
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thousands of city children are born and
bred are sure to corrupt their characters.
Children reared in the tenements must
inevitably become familiar with every
form of vice at an early age. The chil-
dren have no private playground. They
are forced upon the street or into a pub-
lic playground. Play {s a large part in
the preparation of the child for his life's
work. In the past many have considered
playa waste of time. Now it 1s consid-
ered normal and necessary. It ie a med-
fum of education, as well as @ necessary
condition of healthy growth. But the city
child never knows the spirit of freedom
and naturalness like his country cousin.
The street is his playhouse, which cuts
out those kinds of frolic and play pe-
culiarly adapted to a growing child. The
children of the tenement and of the slum
are physically and morally degenerate.
Lack of natural play, Insufficlent and un-
wholesome food, restricted and unsanitary
surroundings, foul and morally poisoned
stmosphere in which to live—all these
tend to the complete degeneracy of the
city child. The quiet, {solated home with
its wholesome, invigorating and uplifting
ideals, Is necessary to counteract the con-
taminating and polsonous evils of the
gtreet and the world without. The chil-
dren with such redeeming and conserving
influences develop the highest qualities of
manhood and womanhood.

The present. method of taxation, conpled
with the necessity of centralization in in-
dustry, is the main cause of tenements.
Our present basis of taxation encourages
the holding of vacant land for a higher
price, and this necessitates the building
of many storied tenement houses in order
to pay the high rents. If all vacant land
were forced on the market by direct taxa-
tion, more land would be available and
at a more reasonable price. Land 18 so
high In cities that an ordinary working
man cannot afford to buy a house. “Tn
the six cities of the United States with
over 500,000 inhabitants, the average per-
centage who own their homes was 214,
while in Manhattan and Bronx. where
population is densest, the proportion
drops to 5.9. In one Assembly District,
out of 14,000 homes only 56 were owned
by those who occupled them, and of these
only 14 were unencumbered—one in &
thousand.” The detached house with a
back yard and a front lawn is a thing of
the past. Apartment houses, tenements
and rooming houses are taking its place.
Overcrowding is found where tenements
do not exist. In the downtown sections
of our larger cities the houses, built for
one family, are occupled to-day by five or
six families, or worse still, are inhabited
by a group of people {rrespective of the
family ties. In many of them the boarders
outnumber the family. Here the privacy
of family life is impossible. They are the
centres of disease, immorality and crime.

The home is no longer the centre of
productive activities, as in older days.
“The mills, factories, abattolrs, breweries
and bakeries took from the home the
varfous trades, the state supplied the de-
fence and the city the water supply. The
sanitarium, the surgeon, and the allenist
took precaution against disease, and re-
placed home remedies by skilled practice
and medical selence; the sick have hospl-
tal care, the schools undertake the in-
struction of the child, and the factory,
ete., the technical training” The influ-
ence of the home has been lessened by
this sevaration from industrial activity.
Men, young unmarried women, and to
some extent married women have gone
out of the home to work. Chfldren have
lost the association of one parent at least.
The home must find its place in these
rapid changes that are causing a gocial
revolution. What is left for the home to
do as a factor In our present conditions?
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In the first place it should give the
child a proper start in life before he
comes in contact with the outside world.
That start should embrace the develop-
ment of his whole personality. He should
receive the beginning of his educa
tion and training for life's work.
After seven years of age the home has
now less Influence upon the character of
the child than it had in the past. The
home should decide what outside institu-
tions and influences will co-operate to
train the child. The child ought to be led
through the home to the church, and her
value and blessing interpreted to his
growing mind. The home should main-
tain its own soclal consciousness, assimi-
lating and transforming these social
forces into the personal and social life
within the home. The home is the deter-
mining unit, all others are only supple-
mentary. If the home lose the power to
interpret and appropriate the influences
preseing from without, and to use them
for the ultimate good of the family, our
civilization will collapse for want of a
solld foundation.

If the home is to be all this to our na-
tion, then our industrial life must be ad-
justed to it. Women should not enter
the ranks of industry, and men ought to
receive a living minfmum wage. Ultl-
mately we will revert to the ideal of a
home, somewhat isolated in position, but
more vitally related to the gsocial ma-
chinery around. Tenement life cannot
conserve these essential elements of home
life. At present the location of industries
determine the position and the conditions
of the homes, *“What we should decide
first 1s where, how and under what condl-
tions we shall live, then adjust accord-
ingly the mechanies of our life—the ac-
cidental things like factories, shops and
office buildings.” Masters of industry
see that they must consider carefully the
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problem of good housing, healthy sur-
roundings, and uplifting social atmos-
phere with regard to the life of thelr em-
ployees. Even city governments are plan-
uing their city so the working man may
have the best surroundings and conserve
the home life. To do this the city I8
forced to provide a transportation system
sufficiently well equipped, and at such
cheap rate that the working men can
afford to live some distance from thelr
work, Besides, the city ought to control
taxation and land speculation so that the
men can buy a lot and build a home,

We see many illustrations of industrial
villages erected by manufacturers. Hope-
dale in Rhode Island is a “ model village "
built by the Draper Company. At Ludnow
there is an industrial village, built for the
employees of the hemp mills. Port Sun-
light has been an example of such com-
munities for many years. Germany has
done more than any other country to re-
lieve this situation. The old city of
Frankfort owns nearly one-half of its city
area, The city of Berlin owns 240 per
cent. as much land as the whole area of
the city, mainly outside the city. She is
using or selling this land to the working
class for homes, In America the land in
the suburbs as well as in the city 18 held
by speculators. The exploftation of land
on the destructive principle of the *un-
earned increment,” is making impossible
the building of homes.

The ideal home for the common people
is the little cottage, surrounded by &
small plot for a garden and lawn. These
houses to contaln modern convenlences

that make labor easy and 1ife enjoyable
To be closely associated with publie instl-
tutions and social organizations—schools,
churches, public libraries, ete- that sup-
ply wholesome influences, and assist, not
hinder, the home in developing sirong
and noble boys and girls.

Personal Interviews of Jesus

IX. With a Dissatisfied Heir—Life Principles True
and False

Luke XII:

1834
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REV. J. H. McARTHUR, 8.T.D., ERix.

to the people when one out of the
multitude came to him with a re-
quest that he would interfere in a prop-
erty dispute between him and his brother.

Such a request made at this particular
time would seem to indicate that this
man, while regarding Jesus as a man of
influence, was not impressed with the
spirituality of His teaching. Perhaps he
wae too sordid, selfish, and worldly to see
the import of the Master's words.

These brothers disputed over the divis-
fon of their father's property. As yet the
division of the property was not made.
One was eager for an immediate settle-
ment, the other halted, and for some rea
son they could not come to an agreement.
We are not told which of the two was
the more to blame, but perhaps both were
over anxious about their own interests.

Why did he appeal to Jesus rather than
to the courts? What was his opinion oi
Jesus as a man, and as a teacher?

What will Jesus do in the matter?
What would we regard as our duty 'n
such a case? Some of us would be glad
of & chance to interfere, hoping that we
might do good; glad of a chance to show
our skill, certain that the matter wou'd
not be hard for us to adjust. Some of us
might refuse absolutely to have anything
to do with it. If we should attempt to
deal with the matter we would most
Mkely confine ourselves to the outward

JESUS had just concluded an address

facts of the case, and ignore the root of
the trouble. But to do this only would
leave the cause of the trouble untouched,

and so long as this remained there would
still be the danger of an inward rankling
of the sore, even though In outward re
gpects the matter gshould be regarded a¢
gettled, Jesus will, therefore, go deeper
than the mere outward aspects of tho
case: he will seek out and bring to light
the hidden cause of the trouble—covet-
ousness; and show how it warps the man's
vigion of life. If these brothers only hd
a true vision of life they would have no
difficulty in adjusting the matters con-
cerning which they were in disagreement,

Jesus refuses to act the part of an arbl-
trator. He is not a judge, the appointes
of the state; he is a teacher, the appolu-
tee of heaven. If it were necessary that
the matter should be referred to others
for settlement, then there were the prop-
erly constituted authorities of the state,
before whom the case might be brought;
and Jesus would not usurp their power,
If the matter should be settled by law or
by arbitration, the hard feeling between
the brothers would not be removed, but
rather intensified. Each would think that
he had not received justice. Covetous-

ness so blinds a man’s eyes that he can
neither perceive the truth, nor appreciate
right judgment. Sin warps a man's vl
fon so that he cannot see where truth
It is because of this warp.

and right lie.
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ed vision that these brothers are not
able to settle the dispute themselves.
The covetous man is blind to the rights
of others. Hence Jesus sald to them,
“Take heed and keep yourselves from
covetousness.” He intimates that if such
matters are not settled in harmony with
equity it is not worth one's while to
worry about them, as a man’s life does
not consist in his possessions.

Covetousness acts in two ways: it
blinds men to the rights of others; and it
gives men a false view of life. This false
view of life Jesus reduces to a principle
which he enunciates only to refute it.
The worldly man directs his life accord-
ing to the principle that a man's life con-
sisteth in the abundance of the things
which he possesseth. This principle
Jesus denies. If it were true it would be
right for a man to be covetous; it would
be right for men to seek the abundance
of this world’s goods, even if it were
necessary to trample upon the rights of
others in acquiring them. Too many
men are acting upon this principle, but
Jesus declares it to be a false principle
of life.

Jesus not only gives a warning against
covetousness by showing that it is based
upon a false life-principle, but He empha-
sizes that warning by showing the folly
of the man whose conduct is based upon
this principle. This He does by telling
the story of the rich fool. This rich man
is a covetous man; self is his pole star;
he cares for himself and for none be
sides. His land brought forth plenti-
fully, and instead of using his surplos
wealth for the benefit of his poor neigh-
bor, or for the uplift of soclety, or for
the culturing of his own higher nature,
he plans to store his goods away for his
own future use. He plans to have a
royal time on earth. The principle of
benevolence has no place in his life; he
knows only the principles of selfishness.
Of course his plans for his future happi-
ness cannot succeed. Although he might
have a corner on all the corn in the coun-
try he cannot eat more of it than the poor
laborer—probably not so much. Besides,
a hungry soul cannot feed on musty
grain, nor can material treasures save &
soul from death, He thinks not of God,
who gave him his wealth. He thinks not
of his neighbor—the suffering poor or
the starving Chinaman—who needs some
of his wealth. He thinks not of his soul,
which must be shortly called into eter
nity, and cannot be prepared for the sum-
mons apart from a proper use of his
wealth. Forgetting both God and his
neighbor, he thinks only of himself, and
that not his highest self; he is an epi
cure.

Suddenly in the midst of his selfish,
foolish plans, God speaks to him and sum-
mons him away. He may weep, tremble,
or rage, but there is no choice in the mat-
ter; he must go, and go on the instant.
It,is only his soul that is needed; his
body will be left behind. The disem-
bodied soul cannot carry the hoarded
treasure with it, nor can the unsouled
body make any use of it; and so the de-
serted wealth must advertise for an own-
er—whose shall it be? Such is the out-
come of the life that is directed by the
false principle of covetousness. He is a
foolish man who lays up treasure on
earth; he is a wise man who lays up
treasure in heaven.

As a teacher Jesus was constructive
rather than destructive. If He sought at
times to tear down it was that He might
prepare the way for a truer building up.
Having overthrown the false principle
that a man’s life consists in securing the
things of this world, he now turns to
his disciples and addresses them on the
true guiding principle of life. This
principle He enunciates in the following
words: “geek ye (first) His king-
dom, and,” he adds, *these things
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shall be added unto you."

The man
of the world makes it his first
business to secure “these things,” but
the man of God makes it his first busl-
ness to “seek His kingdom.” The dis-
ciples had given evidence that their Hves
were being directed by the true lifeprin-
ciple. They were seeking the Kingdom
of God. They could scarcely be supposed
to be guilty of covetousness. They were
not troubled about getting a surplus of
this world's goods, since they had left all
and followed Him; but perhaps they
were not free from the danger of being
troubled about getting a living. All men
are entitled to a living, but some men
worry as to how they are to get it. Some
men are willing to forego the luxuries of
life, but are inclined to worry about the
necessaries of life. Jesus tells His dis-
ciples that it 4s folly to worry about
these things, and that these things will
be given to the man who makes it his first
business in life to seek the Kingdom of

God.

Anxiety is illogical, for will not He
who gave the greater gift of life give the
lesser gifts of food and raiment. Anxiety
is unnecessary, for since God cares for
the least of His creatures, as the raven,
will He not care for the greatest—his
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creature man? Anxiety is futile. It
never has accomplished anything and
never can. Worry neither will add to a
man’s stature nor to the length of his
days. Anxlety 18 sinful, since life does
not consist in seeking food and raimens,
but in seeking to do God's business. The
temptation to worldliness and the temp-
tation to fearfulness are both allke sub-
versive of the true life-prineciple. World-
liness should find no room in the life of
the man who has treasure in heaven.
Men must not covet more than they need
or can profitably use; mnor must they
worry about even that which they do
need. On the one hand must be shunned
the Seylla of greed, on the other hand the
Charybdis of care. Our Lord wholly de
pracates worry—that ceaseless and fruit-
lesa calculation of chance engendered by
an yverwhelming material and
an imaginative apprehension. Such a
state of mind is altogether unworthy of o
Christian,

Teaching hints. Learn from the Mas-
ter the value of caution, candor, and cour-
age. Learn also the necessity of seeking
out root causes and enunciating root
principles. Learn further to preserve a
logical order, and to present truth in a
positive form.

Thomas Crosby and His Call to the
Indian Work

(Matt, 16: 24-28.)

Mi1sSIONARY TOPIC FOR JANUARY.
MRS. F. C. STEPHENSON.

in the Wesleyan Methodist Sunday

School in old Pickering, Yorkshire,
“eorge Plercey was a hero, for he was
going to China as a missionary, and
China was a wonderful country on the
other side of the world. What it meant to
be a missionary in China the boy did not
know, but he did know that it meant
something to be a man like Plercy even
in Pickering.

Piercy had the honor of being the first
missionary sent to China by the Wesleyan
Methodist Church of England, and his
farewell meeting was an important event
in Pickering church, in the history of
British Methodism, and in the life of the
little boy who sat unnoticed in the great
audience.

While Piercy, in his farewell address,
told of China’s need and of his determina-
tion to give his life in taking the Gospel
to her people, into the heart of the boy
Crosby came the resolve, “When I'm a
man I'll be a missionary like Piercy and
go to China.”

From that moment the boy began to
think beyond Pickering and Yorkshire
and England; Plercy and China were
realities to him, and to be a missionary
his day dream. Not long after Plercy
went to China Crosby came with his
parents to Canada; the family settled in
Woodstock, Ontario, Here Crosby was
converted and began to be a missionary,
not in China with Plercy working for the
salvation of the Chinese, but in his every-
day surroundings in ‘Woodstock, working
to bring his Sunday. school scholars and
companions to his Saviour.

Crosby had a life purpose. The boyish
resolve, “ When I'm a man I'll be a mis-
slonary,” strengthened as he grew to
young manhood. The way did not seem
very bright, for he had mot been able to
go to school, and now, working all day in
a tannery, forced him to spend his even-
ings in study—slow preparation, many of
us will think, but this young man, like
* David Livingstone, Willlam Carey, Robert
Moffat, Robert Morrison, and others who

T O Thomas Crosby, when a little boy

surmounted difficulties, knew how to work
with his hands, and was glad to study in
the hours he was free from his daily work.

Canadian Methodism at this time had
no foreign mission. Our great North
West had not. been opened by white
settlers, and British Columbla was little
known to the people of BEastern Canada.
The rush to the gold fields of the Pacific
Coast brought the spiritual needs of the
miners and other white settlers in British
Columbia before the leaders of Methodism
in older Canada. Through the help of
British Methodism four workers were sent
out, and the first Methodist service was
held in Victoria February 13th, 1850.
Although these workers were sent to the
white settlers, the degraded state of the
Indians, rendered worse by the debasing
influence of the bad white men, appealed
8o strongly to Dr. Robson that while at
Hope he opened a school for Indian chil-
dren and began Sunday services. This
he did in addition to his work among the
white people,

‘While Mr. Robson was working among
the Indians at Hope, the other three mis-
sionaries were forced to study the Indian
problem and to do something for his up-
lifting. Letters were written to the
Christian Guardian in which strong
appeals for workers among the Indians
were made. Crosby read many of these,
and his thoughts went back to George
Plercy and his resolve, God was now
calling him to missionary service. How
he obeyed the call Dr. Crosby tells us in
the following extract taken from his book,
“Among the Ankomenums":

“One day a friend handed me a copy of
the Guardian with the letter from Bro.
White in it and sald: ‘Crosby, you ought
to go there. 1 took the paper into my
room and read it on my knees, and there
and then promised God if the way should
open and the money should be forthcom-
ing 1T would go. But where the money
was to come from I did not know,

“Presently some of my friends noticed
that something was troubling me and
asked me what was the matter, I hesitated
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to obey the call in my heart to go and
preach the Gospel to the heathen of
British Columbia, but I had not the money.
The reply was: ‘ We will lend you enough
to go, and if you are never able to pay it
back it will be all right anyway.’ This
was a very serious moment, for 1 did not
expect the answer to come 80 soon. The
thought of what it meant to leave home
and friends and go to a land of which
little was known suddenly presented itself
to me. I excused myself from my friends
and went away to my room, and there
pleaded with God to help me to do what
He had now clearly called me to do.
When my decision was made to obey God
at whatever cost, the way seemed all
bright and clear.

“ Now, however, a new difficulty pre-
sented itself, I must get the consent of
my mother,

“1 rode out one night to the farm. My
father met me, fearing ill tidings, and as
we stood by the house I told him the Lord
had called me and that my way was open,
but I felt I would like his consent and
my mother's. The window was open and
mother had overheard, and when we went
in I found her in tears. Sobbing, she said
1 must not go, she could not spare me
Who can tell the depth of a mother’s love?
Though she had fourteen children, she
felt she could not spare one. I told her
how the call had come and the way had
been opened, and that I felt it my duty to
go, and further I feared if I disobeyed the
voice of God I would lose my soul. Then,
resting her hand upon my shoulder, the
tears streaming down her cheeks, she
sald: ‘ If that is so, then go! my boy, go!
and God bless you.'"

Thomas Crosby was just twenty-two
years old when he sald good-bye to his
friends and started on. the six-weeks'
journey to British Columbia by way & the
Isthmus of Panama. Crosby was a deter
mined volunteer; he did not wait to be
sent, nor until the Board of Missions had
money to send him. He had stréng hands
and a brave heart, and, like many another
missionary in our great Dominion, began
where he could, and with God's help did
his best.

After reaching British Columbia he
worked for eleven long months before he
had paid back the money which had been
lent to him to pay his expenses. This
time was not lost, for while he worked on
the roads for the Government, in the
woods, at rough carpentering work, or at
anything he could get to do, he became
familiar with the new life and the people
In 1863 he left Victoria for Nanaimo, a
canoe journey of nine days. Here he be
gan work as a missionary, having been
appointed teacher to the Indians by Dr.
Evans, then Superintendent of Missions
in British Columbia.

(To be Continued)

Borrowed Stuff

The statelinéss of the tree, the Ilus-
clousness of the fruit, the beauty of the
flower—these are not self-imposed, but
are the direct tribute of the sun. Every
incandescent light glows because it
touches somewhere a ponderous dynamo.
The stars and the moon shine because
somewhere there i1s a blazing sun. They
glve off all they receive in. That's the
final purpose for which they exist. And
80 it is with humanity. The truth is,
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a little, and then told them I felt I oughtover again

Every idea comes from the
wonld's great storehouse; we have only
fashioned it again In our mental mold,
and we call it new. Character Is only
borrowed stuff upon which we have
stamped our own trademark Therefore,
we should use the utmost care as to
what we borrow, for no man ever rises
above his plane of thinking

M N

Christmas Suggestions
A L1sT oF CHRISTMAS STORIES

Many Christmas stories may be used
in various ways as the Christmas season
approaches, Some books that are fine
reading, may as a whole, be adapted and
told, and such are included in this list:

The Brownie's Christr
Wilkins.

as. Marie E.

The Birds' Christmas Carol Wiggin
No Room in the Inn Knight

The Other Wise Man. Van Dyke

0 Little Town of Bethlehem. (Poem.)

Phillips Brooks.
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Everywhere, Bverywhere Christmas To-
night. (Poem.) Phillips Brooks

The Night Before Christmas. Whittier.

Jest 'Fore Christma; Bugene Field

A Hospital Christmas. Hospital Sketches
by Louise M. Alcott

Tiny Tim. Dickens' Christmas Carols.

The Story of the Birth of Christ Ben
Hur, by Lew Walls

Christ Child Tales. Hofer

The Great Walled City
Silver Shield Alden

Why the Chimes Rang at Christmas,
Alden

(As above or in leaflet published by

Chicago Kindergarten College.)

Knights of the

Stories and Poems of Christmas In
other lands,

Plan Book. Christmas in Other Lands
A. Flannagan, Chicago

Christmas Every Day. Howells

A Captured Santa Claus, Page.

First Christmas Tree. Van Dyke.

Christmas Bells, Five Little Peppers
Sydney

Junior Workers' Quarterly.

Men of Whom You Ought to Know

REV. THOMAS CROSBY, D.D

character 1s a composition made up of
borrowed parts. He who declared that
we are a part of all we ever met, caught
the thought that threads its way through
the natural and the moral worlds.
Thought 18 only the result of contact
with the fact and fancy of other minds.
We only borrow, and dare to work it

HETHER in founding a Nation or in extending the Kingdom of God, the
work of the pioneer is of utmost value. In both the national life of Canada
and the growth of the Methodist Church, few men now living merit such

honor as Thomas Crosby, veteran missionary on the Pacific Coast. While our
young people study his noble record may the spirit of the fathers come upon
them, that they may emulate in some 'measure the heroism of the early days,
and perpetuate the self-denial of the pioneers. 1
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JUNIOR

TOPICS

DECEMBER 21.—THE BEST GIFT.~-
John 3: 16; Luke 2: 8:20.

First: Suggestions for the Junior who
is to prepare this topic for the meeting.

In every gift there are (1) Some per-
son to give; (2) Some person to receive;
(3) Something to pass from the one to
the other.

This is true no matter whether the gift
is & book or a slate, a house and lot or an
automobile, a five-cent toy or a hundred-
t d-dollar farm. dy has
something that somebody else has not,
and when that something is passed from
the one who has it to the one who did not
have it before, it is a gift. Get this clear
in your mind, and then study John 3: 16,
Who is the person named first? *“ God.”
Who is the person named next? * Who-
soever,” What is it that God gives?
* Everlasting life.”

Restate it thus: God had what the
whole world needed—everlasting life—
and He provided that every one might
have it as a gift from him. This is the
first simple statement in the text—God
gave everlasting life to the world.

You will notice now that sometimes
when one person gives a gift to another,
a messenger takes it and tells all about
it. So God sent His Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ, to bring His gift—everlasting life
—1to the world.

In other words, Jesus came to earth to
bring God's gift—everlasting life—to the
whole world, and whoever will take it
from Jesus may have it for his own. That
js the next statement you must make
clear.

Consider now that every person mak-
ing a gift has a motive. That is, he gives
because of some kind of reason which
prompts him from within.

You know how this is with girls and
boys. One says, “1 hate you,” and gives
the other one a kick. Another says, “I
love you,” and gives the other a Kkiss.
Whether it be a kick or a kiss depends
on the spirit of the giver. It may be
hate or it may be love; but some kind
of motive prompts the gift.

Do you see why God sent Jesus to bring
everlasting life to anybody in the whole
world who would receive it from Him?
It was because He ‘loved.” No other
spirit moved our Heavenly Father to send
His Son, and no other spirit moved our
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, to come.

Study now what it is that makes one
gift better than another, for our topic,
you know, is the Best Gift.

You will see that it is not so much the
value of the gift itself that makes it good
as the motive or spirit of the giver.

One person may give another a five-
dollar present, hoping to get a ten-dollar
one in return. Is that good? But a
child or a poor person may give a five
cent present without even a passing
though' to anything at all ever coming
back by way of return. Is that good?
You will gee at once that motive not
money makes our gifts good or bad in
reality. What then is the best gift? The
one that costs the most money or the one
that means the most love? You know.

Now you will see in what way God's
gift of everlasting life to the whole world
is the very Best Gift of all. It had the
whole of love in it. There is its highest
value.

The gift in itself was the greatest ever
made; the cost of it was the highest ever
paid; but the motive behind it was the
holiest ever felt. God loved, and because
He loved He gave. God loved perfectly,
and therefore He gave His best. God

loved everybody, and so not one single
soul in all the world need fear to take
His gift. What a wonderful Christmas
message.

Second: Suggestions for the Superin-
tendent who is to review the topic in the
meeting.

God gave because He loved. Love is
the mightiest motive force in the uni-
verse. No one can love without giving.
Write on your board and have your
juniors memorize it, “ We can give with-
out loving, but we cannot love without
giving” Show how unworthy are all
gifts prompted by a selfish motive.
“What will you give me if I do?" the boy
asks, “Give me something and I will”
the girl says. These are self-seeking
spirits, and the end of such is poverty,
not possessions. Show that love gives
cheerfully, ungrudgingly, and without ex-
pectation of repayment. Apply the whole
teaching to the Christmas season. God's
love is the essence and end of Christmas.
The gift was but the expression of His
gpirit. So should it be with us. God's
motive in giving is the pattern of ours.
We cannot glve what He gave; but we
can give in the same way—the way of
love. Teach that, and you have gone to
the very heart of a Happy Christmas.

Third: Bxtracts which may be read,
or, better still, recited, by some of your
more advanced juniors in the meeting:

THE CROWN OF ALL GIFTS.

0 Thou bounteous Giver of all Good,

Thou art of all Thy gifts Thyself the
crown!

Give what Thou canst, without Thee we

are poor,
And with Thee rich, take what Thou wilt
a —O

y. .
SMALL GIFTS YET GREAT.

Every gift which is given, even though
it be small, is in reality great, if it be
given with affection.—Pindar.

SOME GOOD GIFTS.

The best thing to give to your enemy is
forgiveness; to an opponent, tolerance;
to a friend, your heart; to a child, your
good example; to a father, deference; to
your mother, conduct that will make her
proud of you; to yourself, respect; to all
men, charity.—Mrs, Balfour.

JOY AT CHRISTMAS.

This is the time when the grey old man
Leaps back to the days of youth;

When brows and eyes wear no disguise,
But flush and gleam with truth:

Oh, then is the time when the soul exults,
And seems right heavenward turning;

When we love and bless the hands we

press,
When the Christmas log is burning!
—Cook.

THE BEST PRESENT.

The three sons of an Eastern lady were
invited to furnish her with an expression
of their love, before she went on a long
journey. One brought a marble tablet
with the inscription of her name; an-
other presented her with a rich garland
of fragrant flowers; the third entered
her presence and thus accosted her:
“Mother, I have neither marble tablet
nor fragrant nosegay, but I have a heart;
here your name is engraved, here your
memory Is precious, and this heart full of
affection will follow you wherever you
travel, and remain with you wherever
you repose."—Arvine.
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TWO KINDS OF LOVE.

There are two kinds of love—love which
recelves and love which gives. The for-
mer rejoices in the sentiment which it
inspires, and the sacrifice which it ob-
tains; the second delights in the senti-
ment which it experiences, and the sacri-
fice which it makes.—Monod.

DECEMBER 28—THE ARAB. Matt.
22: 3740.

It is said that Arabia lies at the cross-
roads of commerce of three continents.
“It is the causeway into Africa, the
bridge between Europe and Asia, and the
political condition of Arabia deeply in-
terests Great Britain, Germany, France
and Asia.” There are two splendid little
books which we recommend to our
Junior officers, “Hamid, Our Little
Arabian Cousin,” and “Children of
Arabia.” Interesting chapters in the
latter book may be found on a trip
through this wonderful country. Sup-
pose you join our party. We land first
at Aden for coal, and begin there our
journey into the interior. Here we see
the * Barren Rocks of Aden,” the degert
sands of Amran, and the gardens at
Sheikh Othman, within a short distance
of each other. A zearah is held every
year at this latter place, which is really
a pilgrimage to the tomb of some holy
man on the day of his birth or death.
Swings, peep-shows, etc, are arranged
for the boys and girls, while the older
folk have other forms of amusement.
Festivities and then prayer around and
in the Mosque complete the day's per-
formance. Did you ever see an Arab
read ? He begins at what we call the
last page of the book, and reads from
right to left. When he writes a letter
he leaves out the vowels; for instance,
“rbmed ” means December. While we
find ssome fine horses, we journey mostly
on camels. These patient animals kneel
down for our luggage, which is strapped
upon their backs, and when the
camels think they are carrying enough
they become restless and we let them
rise. We disliked the motion of riding
on their backs at first, but became accus-
tomed to it. How delighted we were in
crossing the desert to reach an oasis,
where animals and travellers rested and
quenched their thirst. In South Arabla
one may travel many weeks before see-
ing & in's tent. The in wo-
men still weave goat's hair into water-
tight coverings, as they did when Solo~
mon wrote of the * Black tents of Kedar."”
“No Arab would dream of looking for
valuables in the middle room of a tent,
and so we see that when Achan stole the
shekels of silver, the wedge of gold, and
the Babylonish garments, he hid them in
a place were no person but God would
ever think of looking for them, especially
as the usual mat of palm leaves would
cover the spot, and make the tent look as
if the ground had never been touched.”
The men occupy the middle portion of
the tent, but keep their valuables in the
women’s compartments. While the Bed-
ouins of the desert may not be all we
would wish them to be, they are kind to
strangers, and are brave and courageous.
They call the folks who live in the towns
“the people of the walls,”—and often
trom these towns and villages the chil-
dren are sent to be with the Bedouins to
learn to be brave, to grow strong and
healthy in body. In the village homes
we see the women grinding the corn,
kneading it into dough, spreading it into
thin cakes and baking it in ovens dug
in the earth. Many interesting places we
visit, such as the pottery, the carpenter's
shop, and the schools. The children at
school sit upon the floor, and recite their
lessons in concert, keeping time with
nodding heads. The boys are anxious to
please God in their own way. They will
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deny themselves food and water to please
Mohammed. Do we deny ourselves any-
thing that they may know of Jesus, the
true Light of the World ?

“We can never realize our debt to
Arabla till we feel our debt to the
Saviour. But when once we have been
stirred by that, then the love of Christ
will constrain us, and we shall long to
send the Arabs our best doctors, and our
best thinkers to tell them about Him.
We have heard the cry, ‘ Great is Allah !
There is no God but Allah, and Mo-
hammed is his prophet’ We echo back,
“Thou, O Christ, are all I want—Thou
art all they want.'" w

JANUARY 4—A NEW WORLD.—Song
Sol. 2: 11-13; 2 Cor. 6: 17; Revela-
tion 21: 6-7.

1. Hints for the junior who is to pre-
pare the topie for study in the meeting.

Here are three views of a new world.
If you will read the Scripture verses in
order, you will see them in turn. The
first is & beautiful view or picture of a
new physical world in the springtime.
The second shows us a new spiritual
world in the human heart when It is re-
newed by Divine grace. The third por-
trays the new social world that is bound
to come by the power of Christianity.

S0 you may see these three new
worlds. One without us in the realm of
nature, one within us in the realm of
character, and one all about us in the
realm of human society.

What makes them “mnew”? What
clothes the earth in ihe springtime with
beauty? Life. What fills man's heart
with hatred of sin and love of goodness?
Life. What is turning the whole wide
world of humanity into a family of God?
Life. And that life is from God.

Bach of these three worlds as they be-
become new under the magic touch of
life speaks to us of the Divine Creator,
Redeemer, and King. It is God who di-
rects the seasons and by His power trans-
formes winter into spring. It is God who
puts a new heart into us and by His
grdce transforms our nature. It is God
who is making earth into a new and
heavenly world by the power of His Word
and Spirit in the great soul of humanity.

No one else can make either of these
three worlds “new.” You may build the
biggest bonfire that could be piled to-
gether and make its flames reach away
up into the clouds; but that will not
loosen the strong hand of the Frost King
as he holds the earth in his giant grip.
No one can hurry the coming of spring
in any such way. But watch the sun and
see how he does it. Herein is God's pow-
er of Providence shown,

And it is 8o with our sinful hearts. We
cannot make them new. All our resolu-
tions, our will power, our struggles, can-
not in themselves avail. But when God's
Spirit enters how the heart becomes new.
1t is God's life working within us by His
vital power that recreates us, that is—
makes us into a new creation in Jesus
Christ.

And it is the same in the grea: world
of human society. Human laws may try
to compel people to be clean, sober, in-
dustrious, and righteous; but only as
God's Word gets into the very soul of
the race does mankind learn how to live
aright. Christianity is the hope of the
human family.

The great trouble in the moral and so-
cial world is inside rather than outside.
A boy, when washing a store window.
brushed, and scrubbed, and rubbed away
at a stain he saw there. But it did not
come off. Then, looking closer into it,
he saw his error, and called to a man
within the store, “ It isn't outside at all;
it's inside all the time.” No, we cannot
clean the heart by simply washing and
polishing the outside, for the trouble is
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within, and only God's Spirit can cleanse
us there.

So whether it is in the world of created
matter without us, the world of personal
character within us, or the world of
soolal morals about us, everything and
everybody needs God.

And God is working. Let us not fear.
The ice will disappear and the blossoms
shoot forth in due course, as springtime
succeeds winter.

And just as surely will the new earth,
morally transformed by Divine power,
take the place of the old, stained and
scarred with sin though it has been for
ages past, and God's glory shall be made
known in the universal heart of bu-
manity just as surely as it is in the uni-
versal world of matter.

The lesson for us then, is this: Time
passes, years go by, seasons revolve, but
there i8 one who is the same and whose
vears shall not fail. * This is our God
for ever and ever; He shall be our guide
cven unto death.”

2. Hints for the Superintendent's topic
review.

Encourage your juniors to restate the
topie study, somewhat along the lines of
thought laid down above. Then contrast
briefly the old and the new. (1) As to
time. The year past has meant what to
you, to your members, to your church, to
your neighborhood, to our country? (2)
As to purpose. How shall we start the
coming year? What new habits form per-
sonally? What new plans try in League?
(3) As to social service. How can your
members serve others—the community
needs their ministry—advance God's
Kingdom throughout the world, and so
help bring Heaven into human life on
earth? By all means seek to focus the
thought and resolve of your juniors on
the realization in themselves and in the
world at large, of the life of which Jesus
sald He came to give “more abundantly.”

At this service it might be well to set-
tle on some definite form of resolve for
the year. Here is an old one which has
done good service before and which you
cannot easily improve. Put it on your
board, or better still, print it on cotton
or cardboard for permanent display on
your League room wall. Let your juniors
memorize it and become as familiar with
it as with their pledge.

“1 am only one,

But I am one.

I cannot do everything,

But I can do something.

What I can do I ought to do,

And by the grace of God I will do.”

JANUARY 11.—GOD'S HOUSE.—Luke 4:
1621,

1. Suggestions for the junior who 1is
preparing the topie for the League meet-
ing

After you have read over the verses,
do not try to explain what Jesus said, but
rather, lay stress on the statement of St
Luke, concerning Jesus—" As His cus-
tom was he went into the Synagogue on
the Sabbath day.”

The first four words should furnish the
key to your address, the idea being to in-
duce all your members to form the habit
of regular church attendance themselves,
and to make your League a goclety for
the promotion of the church-going habit
in every person of your neighborhood.

Do not trouble your mind too much over
the word *synagogue.” Literally, the
Temvle was the great central church of
the Jewish people, and the synagogue was
more like a school house with exercises
for the instruction of the people. Every
Jew would go to the Temple at one or
more of the great annual feasts or re-
ligious festivals, but not all Jews went
to the synagague for religious education.
But Jesus always went.
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There are two great reasons for church-
going. These have always been and al-
ways will be very important.

The first is worship, the second is
study of His word. Both are necessary.
We should go to church to show our faith
in God, our reverence for His name, our
dependence on His goodness; to pralse
Him for His mercy; to pray to Him for
His help; to confess our sins; to claim
His presence in our national as well as
family life; and thus publicly acknowl-
edge ourselves as a godfearing and Chris-
tian people. All these points you can
easily work out to almost any length,

But we need religious Instruction as
well. The church is the place where, in
its Bible studying services, we can best
learn together what God has taught men
in His holy Book. When Jesus came He
found just such services for the relig
fous instruction of the people. The synd-
gogue schools were founded long before
His day. He did not speak anything
against them, but attended them doubt-
less as a scholar first when He was a boy
at Nazareth, and later as a teacher When
He became a man,

His example is before us. We have
our public preaching services and our
Sunday School and League sessions. The
first is mainly for worship, the second for
instruction, and the third for practice.

Everybody should be in personal touch
with these three, We do not expect that
all shall attend our Junior League, buf
we would like a visit from them once in a
while. And the juniors should form the
habit of church attendance for worship,
as well as that of going to their own
League meeting and Sunday School.

Jesus went when He was a child: so
should all children go still. Jesus always
went, even when grown; so should all
grown-up men and women go still. His
example is before us. First, He went as
a scholar; later, He went us a teacher
That 1s the way it should be still. Bo:
and girls who honor God's House when
they are young, and who grow up with
the habit of always going to its services,
will be the men and women teachers and’
the preachers before many years. As it
was our Lord's “custom,” so let it be
always ours—to go regularly to the House
of God for worship and to receive instruc-
tion,

2. Note to the Superintendent. You
have heard of the League of young wor-
shippers, no doubt. There is nothing in-
tricate about it, and your whole junior
League may immediately become a part
of it. It simply stands for regular church
attendance. Do your juniors go to church
as they should? Perhaps so! Do you
ever go in a body as a Junior League?
Why not? If your pastor is in sympathy
with your League, as all true pastors
should be, he will be glad to have you
present as a League. It does not nec
sarily follow that he shall preach to you
as a body, or that any special attention
shall be paid to you in the public service;
but it will do everybody good to see you
all there Logether. Arrange It, and per-
haps an appropriate hymn may be sung
in addition to the regular three in our
usual Methodist Church service. The
Editor will be glad to hear of any such
publie services thus attended.

A Creed

There is a destiny that makes us brothers;
None goes his way alone;

All that we send into the lives of others
Comes back Into our own.

1 care not what his temples or his creeds,
One thing holds firm and fast—

That into his fateful heap of days and

o deeds
The soul of man is cast.
—Bdwin Markham.
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Our Junior League Group

What a fine study of youthful faces the
picture on this page presents! Would
that there were just such a group of grow-
ing girls and boys circled around their
pastor on every circuit of Methodism. In
the picture you will see Rev. 8. C. Moore,
pastor of King Street Church, Oshawa,
together with his wife and sweet habe,
in the centre of as splendid a of
Juniors as you would be apt to discover
in many a day's search. The Junior
League experience and labor of Mrs.
Moore are well known throughout the
Bay of Quinte Conference, and that she
“is not relaxing her loving hold on the
girls and boys of their present charge is
very evident The Editor had the de
lightful privilege of visiting King Street
Church on the Rally Day of last Septem-
ber, and was more than delighted to find
the enthusiasm that prevails throughout

JUNIOR EPWORTH LEAGUE, KING STREET

all the life and work of this growing
cause. Not the least factor of success is
the Junior Epworth League, which, as one
may readily see, is under the fostering
care of the pastor and the wise direc-
tion of his devoted wife, assisted by
others who realize the incalculable value
of youthful life when controlled by the
spirit of Jesus and generously devoted to
His service. May this large band of
Juniors be as strong in character and
influence as they are large in numbers
Blessings on them all

The Toronto Epworth League
Union

The Toronto BEpworth League Union
held its Annual Rally in Elm St. Chureh,
on Thursday evening, October 23rd. It
was conceded to be one of the best, if not
the best, ever held in the history of the
Union.

Over 1,200 Leaguers from the three To-
ronto Districts assembled together, not-
withstanding the night was a very wet
one. Rev. Dr. Endicott, Foreign Mis-
sionary Secretary, delivered an inspiring
address. A girls' choir numbering sixty
trom the Fred Victor Mission delighted
the large audlence with thei singing, as
did also a ladies’ quartette from West-
moreland Ave, League. Mr. H. D.
Tresidder was an able musical director.
The Hart memorial plctures were hung
one on each side of the large organ, and
towards the close of the meeting Chair-
man F. W. Lewis madé an appeal to the
Leaguers for the fund whereby the To-
ronto young people are sending these fine
ofl paintings by J. W. L. Forster to the
University in China. A hearty response
was the résult, but still there is a lack
of 25 cent pleces in order that the
Memorial Fund may be complete. The
chnreh was made attractive by appro-
priate and helpful mottoes being hung
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from the galleries. A handsome banner
was presented for the League having the
largest percentage of its membership at
the rally, and was claimed by the Presi
dent of Elm. 8t. League. Dr. Stephens
introduced Dr. A. W. Lindsay, missionary
elect to China, who spoke briefly to the
Leaguers. Rev. A. P. Brace, B.D, 1ead a
message from China, telling of the call
for volunteers for the Red Cross, to
which Dr. Kilborn and Rev. Brace. the
reader’s brother, had responded.—C. G. W.

How To Be Happy

Great principles are involved in being
happy, but these aside, here are a few
little suggestions that may help some
reader:

1. Form the habit of doing something
for somebody every day. This will en-
large yoar knowledge of human condi-

tions and increase your capacity for hap-
piness.

2. Look for something cheery every day
if nothing more than a flower to see, a
good word to hear, a bright thought to
consider. Such acquisitions will enrich
your mentality.

3. Add a mite to memory's store. Com-
mit to heart a fine motto, a radiant text,
a beautiful verse, or a helpful phrase, it
not more than three words. Some day
when you are i1l or lonely or sad or dying
these memorized passages will come back
to you like whispers of peace from
Heaven's throne—Michigan Christian
Advocate,

Special Notices

1. All resolutions, recommendations,
memorials and such like matters, in-
tended for the General Conference, should
be properly prepared by the person gend-
ing them or by the Secretary of the Con-
vention or other gathering adopting
them, and forwarded to the Secretary of
the General Conference, Rev. Dr. Moore,
Wesley Buildings, Toronto. He is the
only person who can possibly receive
them.

2. The General Board of Sunday
Schools and Young People’s Societies does
not own, publish or control any periodi-
cal whatever. Its only output is an occa-
sional Leaflet necessary to its work. No
kind of recommendation, resolution,
memorial, or any other such matter,
therefore, affecting the publication of any
of our perfodicals, should be sent to the
General Secretary of the Board, except
as news items for this paper, of which he
is Editor.

3. All the publications printed in To
ronto, except the Missionary Outlook
and the Missionary Bulletin, are under
the direct control of the Central Section
of the Book and Publishing Committee

CHURCH, OSHAWA, ONT.
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of the General Cunference. Of this, the
Rev. Dr. Creighton is the Secretary. All
communications relating to any changes
that may be advised or advocated in any
paper save the two above named, there-
fore, should be sent to him if it is ex-
pected that they shall officially reach the
Book Committee. The Editor of this
paper cannot receive any such memorials
because he has no jurisdiction whatever
in the case.

These Notices are made that there may
be no misunderstanding or disappoint-
ment in the minds of any of our people,
who evidently do not know the proper
methods of procedure as outlined above.
—THE EDITOR.

Becalmed

A vessel lay becalmed in a glassy sea.
Not a breath of air filled the sails. The

crew, waiting and watching, all at once
noticed that a little pennant far up on
the masthead began to stir and lift.
There was not a ripple over the glassy
sea, not the faintest movement on the
deck. But when they see the pennant
moving they know that there is a rising
wind. The upper salls are quickly spread
to catch it. Instantly the vessel, under
the power of the higher currents, begins
to move. On the surface of the sea the
dead calm still lingers. So it is in the
realms of life, There are the higher and
the lower currents. Too many set salls
to catch only the lower currents.” They
sall only under the power of the lower
curents. There are strong winds that
blow down from the hills. It would be
an unspeakable gain to us if we could
always bring our Hves under the magic
spell of the upper currents.
J. M. N.

Hands Across the World

When I am going to bed at night,
There comes a thought surprising;
Over the sea, half round the world,
The little Japs are rising.

And after I have sald niy prayers,
1 look up where they're peeping
Over the rim of earth at me,

As into bed I'm ecreeping.

We never can be playmates, "cause
When they're asleep I'm waking,
But when they're dressed and playing

ames,
My long night's rest I'm taking.

Still we are friends, though far apart,
With not a chance of meeting;
Across the world we stretch our hands
To wave each other greeting.

—Farm and Fireside.
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AMONG THE CONVENTIONS

London Conference

The Tenth Biennial Convention of the
London Conference League was opened in
Blenheim Methodist Church on ‘Tuesday
afternoon, October 14, Rev. George Dewey,
pasior, leading the song and prayer ser-
Vi with a most contagious enthusiasm.
the convention these *song

prayer " services were very powerful
and gave a spiritual tone to the convention
that was very desirable in its results.

Following the appointment of the com-
mittees came an address of welcome by Mr.
Dewey, expressive of the welcome that

taining.
Methodists in Blenheim. Rev. A. 8.
hall, President of Chatham District League,
pressed the Convention's thanks suitably.
" was the topic as-
signed Mr. H, Holtby, of St
and in his report he outiined the general
decline of the Leagues of Canada during
the last two years, and of the London Con-
ference share in that decline. His report
was referred to the Resolutions Committee
and did its share in making the convention
a mental stir as well as a spiritual uplift.
‘As P, H, Holtby is the London Conference
Representative on the General Board of
Sunday Schools and Young People's Socle-
ties and a speciallst in Sunday School
work, his summary was of special Interest.
“QOur Strength and Weakness " was th
subject of an address given by Rev,
Malott, M.A., In which he pointed out some
of our resources that have been well used.
But of our “weakness” he pointed out
three main sources, viz, “Spiritual shal-
lowness,” “I " an

b}

all its energy into the Sunday School
work,” *The League flourishes in spite o
the fact that the organized adult Bible-

Wd growing place in
the life of the young' * The League still
lives, though neither it nor the annual

the General Board of Leagues and Sunday
Schools." he large number taking part
in the discussions proved the Interest gen-
erally taken In these matters and the place
of the League generally.

It was with difficulty that the discus-
sions on resolutions were ended and a very
excellent paper on ' Reading" was given
by Mr. C. E. Naylor, of Essex, glving prac-
tical guidance to young people in their
reading.

The evening session consisted of an ad-
dress on * Misplaced Sympathy,” from the
text “ Weep not for me but weep for your-
selves,” In a masterly way, not soon to
be forgotten, Rev. A. J. Johnston, B.A.,
gathered up the meaning of the conven-
tion and directed it into Lwo courses: 1st,
the experimental nature of conversion: the
heart change; 2nd, the application of the
new power to the facts of soclety at pres-
ent. At the close of the sermon the Sacra-
ment of the Lord's Supper was adminis-
tered, and numerous and intense were the
expressions of gratitude for the manifest
presence of God in the convention deepite
the fact that the numbers were not so great
as on some former occasions.

RESOLUTIONS.

That the thanks of this convention be
tendered to the pastor, trustee board, Ep-
worth League and people of the HBlenheim

“PDepartments not united in purpose,” and
that purpose the renewal of the soul as
well as the cultivation of the mind, and
entertainment.

A delightful breeze from the “ West"
came with Rev. Frank Langford, B.A.
Field Secrotary for Saskatchewan. In his
addresses, afternoon and evening, he in-
spired and informed in a most delightful
fashion. On East and West In the
League,” and * Waste and Consgervation,”
he made the call and joy of service a pos-
sibility to all.

Rev, H. L. Smith, D.D,, of Central Meth-
odist Church, Detroit, took up the tople
of *Soul-winning." This address was 80
practical as well as inspiring that every
one of the numerous League workers felt
it to be his chief duty and greatest source
of joy lead someone to the world’'s
Redeemer. As he spoke of the different
experiences of the young and old. the differ-
ent content of the term * repentance” to a
pure child and a hardened sinner: the way
back to a youth of pure life and an older
person who has wasted all in bad living:
all were able to grasp the different methods
. Smith claimed that the
place for an evangelist was outside the

ducted;
pastor and people of the congregal L
Sunday evening service, where sinners are
urged to accept Christ in every sermon,
i8 the only service that can stand justified
before God

The first day of the convention closed
with addresses by Rev. Frank Langford
and Rev. Dr. Smith, making one of the
best convention days ever experienced in
western Ontario.

The morning of the 15th was occupled
with the following topies: “A Junior
League Clinic,” led by Mrs. L. R. Noxell,
of Chatham, 6th Viee-President of Confer-
ence League, and Mrs. (Rev.) Vance, of
Merlin, Distriet §th Vice-President,

“ Moving Missionary Methods” by A. B,
Hopner, and *The Child and the Nation,"
by Rev. A, J. Thomas, LA., of Forest.
Fach subject of this session was a delight,
especiallv the Junfor Clinic, in which was
sought the causes of weakness in the
Junior Leagues in various places, and the
ways to overcome this weakness,

During the afternoon the officers’ reports
were read and approved. When the report
of the Committee on Resolutions was pre-
sented, the livellest time of the convention

Th tha
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the presentation of some of the resolutions
was very keen and indicated the interest
that is taken by the League in its own
laws and government, These discussions
cannot appear in full by any means, but
some characteristic sentences may find a
place In the “Bra” Among many, here are
one or two:—"The L has survived
while manv similar socleties have disap-
peared.” “The League is doing a mighty
work for God in spite of the fact that until
very recently the General Board put almost

Church, for the splendid enter-
tainment we have enjoyed.

That the thanks of the convention be
tendered to_the retiring officers of the
Conference League for their valuable ser-
vices during the past two years

Whereas the arrangement of holding &
series of district conventions in succession
throughout the Conference seems advisable,
we recommend that the district conven-
tions be held in succession annually as far
as_practicable.

In view of the approaching international
Epworth League convention, to be held in
Buffalo, July 1-5, 1914, we heartily com-
mend It to our district and local Leagues,
drawing attention to the faoct that we are
in close proximity to the place of meeting,
and we therefore urge as many as possible
to attend, either as visitors or as officially
appointed delegates, Al we recommend
the new Conference B, L. Executive to take
such means as they may think best to in-
sure a large attendance.

Whereas we have reason to belleve that
our B. L. membership rolls are in an un-
satisfactory state, we recommend pastors
and local executives to make a careful re-
vision of the same at least once a year.

Whereas we deem the Epworth Era neces-
sary to the convenience and success of the
Leagues; and whereas we haye heard of
the probability of its being discontinued;
therefore we lay upon our Conference Hx-
ecutive and u*mn our District Executives
the responsibility for initlating in every
League an immediate campaign for a large
increase of subscribers,

‘Whereas there has been a considerable
decrease in the missionary givings of six
Qistricts out of eleven, we urge a vigorous
campaign for increased giving on a Bys-
tematic plan,

Whereas from all the districts of the
Conference except one resolutions have
come to the Resolution Committee express-
ing dissatisfaction with the mode of elect-
ing representatives to the General Board
of B. L. an ., and also to the mode of
filling vacancies, and whereas statistics
have been referred to the committee show-
ing a decrease in the number of Leagues,
in the number of League members, and in
the contributions to the Forward Movement
for Missfons, and in the subscriptions to
the Epworth Era. therefore be it resolved
that we memorialize the next General Con-
ference to #o amend the Discipline that mn
the Enworth League Department ghall be
organized independent of the 8. §. Depart-
ment. having a General Secretary and Gen-
oral Board of its own: (2) That there shall
he some direct representation from the
Conference B. L. Convention upon the Gen-
eral Board: (8) The Secretaryship of the
Forward Movement for Minsions shall be
combined with the General Secretaryghip
of the Epworth League to form one office.

Tnasmuch as it 18 most desirable that we
have larger attendance of the hovs and
girls at the regular preaching services, and
inasmuch as the League of Young Wor-
shippers meets this desired end, and since

the General Board ol and 8. 8. has
recommended the same, therefore be this
organization commended to the District

Executives for favorable consideration.
Officers elect: Hon. President, Rev. W, G.
H. McAllister, M.A., Exeter; President, Dr,
R. M. Calder, Petrolea; Vice-Presidents (1)
. F. Knight, M.A, B.D, Charing

i, E

ev. 8 L. To
London Street, Windsor, (3)

Jones, 439 Maitland Street, London, (4) Mr.
Gordon Storey, Sarnia, (6) Mrs. L. R.
Noxell, 50 St. Joseph Street, Chatham;
Secretary, Rev. R. H. Hicks, B.D,, Hensall;
Treasurer, Miss Bmma Whiting, Highgate.
Summer School Executive: Hon. President,
Rev. G. H. McAllister, President of
Conference; Ex-President, Rev. J. W. Baird,
B.A., B.D., Mitchell; Conf. League President,
Dr. R. M. Calder, Petrolea; President, Rev.
. B, Malott, ., B.D, §t. Mary's; Vice-
President, Rev. Walter E. Millson, Strat-
ford; Secretary, Rev. J. H. Osterhout, B.A,
B.D, Londesboro; Treasurer, Rev. J. F.
Knight, M.A., B.D., Charing Cross: Regls-
trar, Rev. J. C. Reld, M.A,, Wallaceburg.

J. F. KNIGHT,
Secretary.

Bowmanville District

The 18th annual convention of the Bp-
worth Leagues of Bowmanville District
was held at Newcastle, October 20 and 21.
The first session was held in the after-

noon, when the President, My, Norman
Rickard, presided v . Bdwards
took charge of a prayer servi b

e In whie!
many took part. The President in his ad
dress spoke on the value of Epwortk
Leagues and the necessity of each member

doing his part.

A suitable opening address, * Our Pur-
pose in this Convention, ' was delivered by
Rev, Wm, gs, who summed up the ob-
ject of the assembly to (1) review work of
pust year, (2) consider our present force,
and (3) to receive encouragement and in-
spiration for the future

Rev. W. B, Honey spoke on ' The Call of
the Community, and How the Leagucs may
Respond.” (His paper 1s given In this
issue.—Bd.

“Difficulties” was the subject of a Round
Table Conference led by Rev. Wm. HIggs.
Many problems common to Epworth
Leagues were touched upon, and new ideas
advanced for their solution

Our General Secretary, Rev. 8. T. Bart-
Jett, was present, and at this juncture gave

very pointed address on " Go d 1"
showing the utter helplessness of manhood
and womanhood without God— but with
Him what wonderful, undreamed of Xmal!-
bilities there are to be realized! gain,
during the tea hour, Mr. Bartlett had a
conference with the delegates regarding the
duty and privilege of personal work
is a lamentable fact that nearly every
phase of our Christian life is developed in
a larger measure than is this one.

College, Belleville, in_July last, was pre-
sented by Miss Sara Moise Qiff.

departments of study were
upon, as was also the social hours and the
general atmosphere of Inspiration for

higher things.

Rev. . A. Whattam gave an excellent
address on “Our Call to the Home Field,”
while Rev. 8 T. Bartlett presented clear]
the other phase of the subject, " Our Call
to the Forelgn Fleld.” A solo, *Just for
To-day,” by Miss Rowland, was much ap-
preciated.

Tuesday morning Rev. G R, Clare led
the Bible Study Hour, after which Rev, C.
W. Barrett followed with a strong Argu-
ment in favor of “ Christian Stewardship—
Tithing." Rev. . Greatrix had some
worthy suggestions on “How to Make the
Week-Night Service Go." “Value and
Methods of Study Classes " was discursed
by Rev. . A. Whattam. An interesting
half hour with “ The Juniors " was led by
Rev. 8. C. Moore. This department, 1f
properly managed, 18 the key to a greater
measure of success in the menlor Leagues.

The Secretary reported 20 Leagues in the
District, with a total membership of 932;
raiged for missions, $808.77: local purposes,
$616.69; General B. L. Fund. $40.50; Ep-
worth Bras taken, 179.

The Chalrman of the District, Rev. N.
B. Kenny, presided at the closing sesstun
and delivered a_brief address on the privi-

8. F. DI
phasized (1) the necessity o ull
Seoration; (2) making our bodies with their
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talents the expression to the world of our
consecration. Miss Florence Clemens sang
“ 0, @ the close of which Rev. Mr
Higgs took char a commitment ser-
vice, and rament of the Lord'
hllmnl was nlmmnh red. This solemn ser-

ce was a fitting close to the two days
ul helpful environment and uplifting in-
fluences

R

The following report of the Committee on
Resolutions was unanimously adopted
) Resolved, That the members of the
Bowmanville District Epworth League con-
vention desire to place on record our
qualified appreciation of the cheerful
efficient services of our General Secretar
Rev. 8 T. Bartlett, at our convention.
practical and spiritual ;n
and comprehensive

JLUTIONS

broa ¥ the

whole fleld, and nhis wise and sympathetic

counsel has been a great inspiration to all
W

our workers e desire to express our
fullest confidence in his
pledge our heartiest
operation with him

(2) Resolved, That our ap-
preciation of the high standard of excel-
lence of the Epworth Era and its splendid
helpfulness in our work, and do pledge our-
selves to do all in our power to increase its
circulation. To this end we
Al Leagues the appropriation of suffi-
clent funds to meet say 60 per cent. of the
subscription price of all copies subscribed
for by individual members of the local
League

(3) Resolved, That we, the members of
the Bowmanville District Epworth League
in convention assembled, do hereby mem-
orialize the General Epworth League and

Board, asking that provision be made

y _amendment of the Constitution at the
next General Conference whereby a Dis-
trict may be
apy for the
general oversight of the work of the Dis-
trict and to prepare for the annual Dis-
trict meeting from the District Epworth
League schedule m the records ol
the Distriet Cc ecretary, as com-
plete & report as possible of the work of
the Leagues on the District, statistical and
spiritual

Officers elect: Hon. President, Rev. H. B
lmv\umn\ille President, Miss
s E mley, Bowmanville; Vice
(1) Mr, L,lurt-nr‘é Penfound, Ebenezer,

Miss Marion Burns, Oshawa, (8) Miss

Elva Tucker, Orono, P, w.

dership and to
and co-

Enniskillen, (5) Mrs, \II::::;-:
Oshawa; Secretar N

castle; Treasurer, Ty,

fone \:n Rep., ' E. Honey, Ennis
Summer Scf n-ul Rep., M .

McLean, Bowmanvil y o e

F. E. CONLEY,
Secretary

St. Catharines District

The nineteenth annual convention of §
Catharines District Epworth Leagus was
held in the Thorold Methodist Church, Oct
23rd and 24th e church was beautifully
indicative of the interest taken
convention by the Thorold League.
pictures taken by the General Secre-
tary will give ocular proof of this
The convention opened with devotional
ises led by Rev, Geo. W. Henderson.
s, “Call of Missions,” by
Brand, was very helpful and in-

R. Dale, of Thorold, gave a_very
and interesting talk on Junior

T. Bartlett, General Secre
ent ‘and conducted a Round Table
nee on " Standard of Efficiency for
th Leagues,” which was most help-
ful and instructive

A few minutes were devoted to miscel
lul::-uu.« ‘lnlwl'nnsu after which a very pleas-
ant soclal hour was spent together, the
Thorold League serving supper in the base-
ment.  Following the social hour, the
Thorold choir and League gave a delight-
ful song service, led by Mr. J. B. C
Beautiful lections  were  rendered
throughout the afternoon and evening ses-
sions by Miss Kelly and Mrs
15 Messrs. Clarke and Price, and the
Thorold Bpworth League and Choir

EVENING SESSION

The evening w«\un was
votional exercis
Mr. Geo. H. Ihll

A concise and neatly worded address of
welcome was given by Mr. F. Pew, Presi-
dent of Thorold League, Mr. L. May, of 8t
Catharines responding in behalf of the
visiting Leagues.

On report of the num\,
following officers were -
suing year: Hon. President, Rev. J. R. Pat-
terson; President, Mr. Lewis May; Secre-
tary, Mr. J. H. More; Treasurer, Miss E
Upper; Vice-Pres. (1) Christian Endeavor,
Miss H. Nisbett, (2) Missionary, Miss Della

»pened with de-
by the President

=

ss Committee the
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Culp, (8) Literary and Soclal, Mr J M.
Pattinson, (4) Citizenship, Mr. F. R
ton, (5) Junior, D. Ni
ence Representative, Rev. W
Mr, May, the President elect,
to take the chair, and was introduced by
the nvnlnu President, Mr. Ball. After a
fow 11 chosen remarks, in which he
H»mkul the offic for their able assist-
ance, Mr. Ball retire

ERA. December, 1913—18

thanks to the retiring President was moved
E i by Rev. J. 8. Kelley and Mrs.

). J .

Heamsville, the youngest League on the
District, carried away the banner for the
higl average attendance during the year.
L unm s Lane Junior League won the trav-
elling library for largest missionary giv-
ing. The benediction by Rev. G. W. Hen-
derson brought the evening session to a

HOW THOROLD CHURCH LOOKED FOR i
ST. CATHARINES DISTRICT CONVENTION  b»jtey. ¥

HOW THEY PREPARED THE
SCHOOL ROOM

THURSDAY MORNING.

The morning session opened
1 exercises, led

After reports of depart-
ments and miscellaneous busi-

on ‘mluu.m of League to
v. B. Byre

the Church 3
pronounced the benediction,
closing one of the most su
cessful and inspiring conven-
tions in the history of the
§t. Catharines District
J. H. MOOR

Secretary

Fort Rouge

The Citizenship Committee
of this progressive League,
after investigating the hous-
ing (Ulll‘l“lll]N n( Vlll!]n-l{
by a Commission h[l[l“"lll‘(
for ‘the purpose, brought in
the following report, whic
well worthy of consideration
of a sible plan for other
Leagues somewhat similarly
situated.

COMMIS

This Commission, after
hearing of conditions in that
part of our city mostly in-
habited by foreign peoples, as
witnessed by several of our
fellow citizens, finds that the
these people i8 such
should become

ION REPORT

grea
K hat steps ahould be taken to
make better the conditions.
We find that the people are
1iving in a very much crowded
condition, partly because of
indifference and past training,
but largely because the cost
of living of the present day
renders it necessary. We find
the death-rate among chil-
dren to be three times what
it should be. We find that
these people are for the most
part thrifty, but that many
are out of work at times be-
cause employment is dificult

untrained, un-
. ally
III the winter,

find that the
people in question appreciate
what is .done for them by
those who work to alleviate
their troubles and educate
the children.

As a remedy to the above,
we would recommend the fol-
lowing:

That every assistance be

glven to the organizations and
\Vlllkb‘r\ that seek ln help our
new fellow citizen

That we rnlnmnh?l that
these people are our future
citizens and voters, and that
we make such la as will
provide for th unn;nulﬂury
education of the children, so
that they may come to under-
stand, as we do, the necessi-
ties of a healthful (l\llltn(llm

We would urge our mem-
bers to remember that we
are being judged by these
people in_ everything we do,
by our election methods, as
employers, ete. ‘Therefore, in
our relations with them we
should act so as to ensure
their respect and trust, and
In\ulk) to our country and its

SUNDAY

Mr, May in taking office expressed his
appreciation of the honor conferred upon
his determination by the help of
the Holy Spirit to perform his duties faith-
fully

Two very helpful, instructive and in-
spiring addresses were given by Reva. A.
D. Robb T. Bartlett. After the
offering had been taken a hearty vote of

“That steps should be taken
toward the erecting of &
bullding such as our Winnipeg Coffee
House, in the northern part of our eiiy,
where these forelgn peoples live, where the
men might obtain rooms and board at the
lowest possible rates

The Citizenship Department of this
League is to be commended for the way in
which this matter has been brought to the
attention of the membership, and we would
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suggest that they continue to investigate
the problems of our citizens in this prac-
tical manner, and further, that opportuni-
ties for helping our Methodist Mission in
its several departments be kept before the
Leaguers, such as assisting at the Fresh
Air Camp for lh- (hlhlun during summer

Kindergarten Clas) Department
ete., and in dons Stione at Chyistmas of cloth:
ing, food, ete

Galt District

Desj the inclement weather, the six-
teenth u!llluul mmumun of the Epworth
Leagues of the District, Hamilton
Confer will go down in history as one
of th most successful conven
tions ever The sessions were held
October 20th in the Ainslle Street Meth-
odist Church, Galt, which was tastefully de-
corated for the occasion, Commencing with
an executive meeting at 9 a.m. and ending

with Dr. Cleaver's rumnunmg address on
"]'hv: Story of Jean Val Je n the even
ing, the day was one of I|nlpl'ul suggestions

and evident enjoyment.
he convention proper commenc

m., with President A. R
chair, and Rev. F. M. Wooton,
church, conducting devotional
About fifty delegates were pr
morning service, many more
the afternoon session
from each League presented
a report of year's work, showing
present standing of the organization
erally speaking, the Leagues of the
District are in a prosperous \w)mhunn and
working up to a high standard of efficiency.

T morning session concluded \\'I'h an
address by Mr. A. L, Bennett, President of
the Alnslle \llml League, on “ Prayer: Its
Place in Ou gue Work.” The lack of
public prn_\(l while a recognized weakness
in our young people's socleties, was a con-
dition that should not be accepted as in-
evitable, but measures should be taken 8o
that this important part of the devotional
exercises should be strengthened and be
given the prominence in our meetings it
deserved. praying League was a won-
derful force in any community.

The afternoon’s session commenced with
Rev. A. 1 Tcrr\ht‘rr\ leading the devo-
tional exercises. Rev. F'. L. Farewell, Field
Secretary, conducted a Round Table Con-
ference and various League problems came
up for discussion. One of the principal
items In the afternoon’s programme Was &
debate between four of the delegates. The
subject of the debate was, “ Resolved, That
the Christian Church should not ght
moral issues on the political fleld.” The

rmnlhe WM umwld by Messrs, 1. Schlee

ed at 10
Goudle in the
pastor of the

5
arriving for

Mc! A Messrs, Willlam
ﬂraldwnml uud (llflnn Connor composed
the negative side. was a

e
spirited_one and all did well, the judges
finally deciding in favor of the afirmative

Following came Mr. Farewell's
on “Our Call to the Forelgn Field.”
why missionary effort should not
stricted to the home fleld was clearly
demonstrated by the speaker

THE OFFICERS.

The names of those who will direct the
affairs of the district durlnk the r‘nm\nK
year are: Honorary President, Rev
Meclrvine, Berlin: Prﬁnldi‘l\l Wllllnm ner-
wood, Galt; \Au\-Prr-k (1) N. W. Zinn,
Galt, Ruby .\|nndlr|uh. Berlin,
(3) Miss B, M Dunham, Berlin, (4) B,
Cunningham, Waterloo, (6) Miss Lillle
Courtney, Hespeler; Secretary, Melvin Hil-
born, Elmira: Treasurer
Preston; Conference Representative,
A. I Terryberry, Preston

The selection of Mr. Willlam Braidwood
as President was a popular one, he having
fully earned the honor by the splendid s
vice he has rendered in the past and his
years of experience along this line of work

will stand hIm in good s!ﬂm‘ The retiring
President. 3 A joudie, was com-
mended for Mx falthfu l and unremitting

service and for his devotion to the best in-
terests of the district
Supper was served in
the church
put forth by

the basement of
and all u;v[\ruh’l!vd the efforts
the loeal Leagu The tables

were prettily decorated wlm flowers and
wn abundance of good things to eat was
provided
DISTRICT BANNER FOR GALT,
The closing session of the convention
started with a song service led by the
cholr, A pleasing feature was the pres-

entation of the District Banner to the Galt
League, it having made the greatest pro-
gress during the past vear. Mr. L.
Bennett received the token of honor on be-
half of the League and expressed his grati-
fication not only at the splendid work
which had been accomplished during the
past year. but at the success of the conven-
fon itselt.
Members of
every League

the executive had
in the district

visited
during the

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH

year and had sought to l-nm: the sox leties
into closer touch with ther and to
encourage and assist the slving their
problems. The treasurer's ort showed

a small balance on hand

Exeter District

eter District Epworth League Con-
Wednesday
25th,

held in Lucan and
September
sh morning bree

s of doubt and lm\.
pworth League work

I ages brought to the Convention
by Il-\ Dr lLALlﬂ\\null Secretary of Tem-
perance and Reform; 1iov. F. Lang-

Bpworth 1 agus

¥ nmmm,

3 nm-nnn,

and |n.~1|mm.
solution of difficulties,

our resourc
latent, yet potential, e
the encouragement

power, were ably set
programme, lu..mmny
The Hill Difficy

The
tion of

the apprec
the development
wergy, and, above
afforded by
forth in a
such sub
God and 1,
To lm," e
yweil made it known
mmunity " for

was
duty of the Chris-

2
of
all,
Divine

masterly

as
* What

that the
God,

the

Call of
and that it was the
tian worker to impart that knowledge, reso
lutions were formed responding thereto by

and sacrificlal deed

An able paper on “Juniors,” by Mrs
R. C. Burton, revealed the golden harvest
of spiritual life, through winning our girls
and boys for Christ. During the discus-
slon, Mrs. A. H. Brown impressed on the
willing mind of the Convention the need
and wisdom _of at once forming new
Junior League

The impmnmm of “Study Clasi
Mrs. J. A. Snell, was clearly revea by
more efficient service and a larger survey
of the world's needs secured through them

in ating the subject of * Christian

loving word

08, by
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Miss
Miss Jennie
Hanson, Allsa
azlewood, Kirkton,
InI\InH Secretary,

3.0, Allsa Craig;

Vice-
ery, tralia
ter, (8) .\mu

Thomas

Presidents: (1

Woodham;
ssery

Treasurer, Hu Jm..-h Exeter fer-
ence Representative, Rev. T. W. Blatehford,
A., Centralia 4n||1-|:-~vnl.|xl of Confers
Summer  School, Miss Mae Wilson,
nwiy
The last hour of the Convention will
never be forgotten, because of the high
spiritual tone which prevailed
Rev. W, G. H. McAlister, N President
of the Conference, preached from Matt
xvi, 16, and set forth
1’ Knowledge of God and Christ is real
power
Everything, to be of value, must centre
in ( “hri
3. The greatest quality of Christ is His
\H\Im\m:hxl compassion
The claims of Christ are absolute

n The
fessing

claims must be recognized in con-
Christ

number partook of the

ment of the Loré Supper, in which the
President was assisted by Rev. T. T. George
pastor of the church

T delegates left for thelr several
homes, musing on what they had heard
with pulse quickened, heart g i
fired, to change their id {18 into the

Secretary

Vancouver District Epworth
League

Our district exe H(l\v' mulinz was held
on September the clock in our
Methodist Board |(ﬂ(vl|| H.unlllun Hall,
The members of m ex assembled
down to

:u

immediately after and sat
. dainty luncheon Wwhich had been pre-
pared by the ladies of the executive. We

ON THE WAY TO EXETER

Negative by

Steward

tained
“That to finance a ch

sanctification of the pocket,

Mr, C

Tithing,” 0. Stanley main-
urch properly, the
purse and life

“The spirit of commercialism, though
dnrnlm\llln{ corporations an l\uu\rhuld&
ca be overcome by ins from the
Pulpit on the duty and pmn.-g. of “Tith-

v. T. W. Blatchford, B.A., in speaking
The Mornin= Watch and Bible Study
Hour,” reminded every one of the impor-
(&lll# of being alone with God in the early
hours of the day, and that strong spiritual
leaders rose a little P‘nl\cr, rather than
miss communion w! h Go

All hie splendid zervices of
song, under the direction of
Steadman. The (ol of the church ald
vallant service

Resolutions were passed relating t

(1) Some ,m.pnml changes of a legis-
lative charac

(2) The nm-rl of a more active mission-

ary, propagan

Ya) A Gappreciation of the services of
those taking part in the programme, and
for the hospitall of the friends and mem-
bers of the church.

LIST OF UI-‘F‘I(‘F,RN

Hon. President., Rev, W. H. McAlister,
M.A., Exeter; l‘ruNIdPnL Rv\' C. W. Baker,

DISTRICT CONVE

NTION

Mr, Langford
had thirty-seven  present, —repr snting
twenty societies. We find this an excellent

opportunity of meeting in a soclal way
and of getting acquainted with our fellow-
workers

After lunch the District President, Mr.
Wesley Stewart, brought the meeting to
order, and Rev, Mr. Ireland, of our new
soclety of led in prayer. The

Beaconsfield,
i

Secretary, Mr Brown, called the roll,

when the representati of each soclety
called and gave their name and
the n The President's
message as o reading
from the st Sunday School Banner
entitled They iled the Vacant
Pew,” showing how consecrated workers
who are loyal to Christ are drawing people
to our church and winning souls for
Christ

First Vice-President, Mr. LeDrew, out-

COhristian Endeavour
having organized

Jenc nnn feld Church_and

Young P o's Morning Class at Rob-

son Memorial ( Fhurch which is showing an
average attendance of 18 members and I8
lm\mx some excellent meetings under the
Jeadership of Mr. A. Campbell, their League
|\h\|||l||l It i8 to be hoped that all of our

lined |.\- work of the
m nt and repor
1 I" u(

churches will have one of these classes
soon, ) seDrew is noted as a man with
the spirit and message of evangelist,
and gave an excellent address urging our
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Leaguers to consecrate their lives to Christ
and enter into & whole hearted service for
the saving of souls for our Master

Second Vice-President, Mr. Harvey Self
of the Missionary Department, told of his
plan of raising $3,000.00 in aid of th
ir. Lamb and tue " Thomas Crosby
sionary boat. and also set forth & plan for
the coming visit of Rev. Mr. Plerce the
Indiai. Missionary. He had hung around
the walls a new Missionary map of the
world and a large group of about 100 mis-
slonaries. and in a prominent place was his
motto, “Our Mark for Missions, $3,000
Pray, Study, Give.

Mr. Turnbull, a returned missionary from
India and at present in the Central City
Mission, was with us, and gave an excei-
Jent address telling of the wide open door
India has for the Misslonaries and the
great need of Christianity there

We of having Miss
Jessie f the Deaconess
1‘rnln|nx 'School ‘of Toronto, with us, and

all enjoyed a talk from her on the “Im-
portance of & Study Class” She brought
out many good points in connection with
the formation of the class, then with the
work of the class, and lastly the work that
some classes had done and the great work
that could and had been done through
prayer and study

Miss Armstrong, of the Chinese Mission,
gave us a very cordial invitation to come
down to the Mission. and requested us all
to act as teachers at her mission. She told
of the wonderful work that is being wrought
at our door by the missions. The Japanese
Mission was represented by Miss G Cope-
land, who has been working faithfully with
the Japanese men for some five years, and
in the course of her talk she gave us ex-

w great our Influence was on
people, and how they needed
some stalwart Christians at their mission.

Rev. Mr, Stillman, Secretary of the
Soclal and Moral Reform work of British
Columbia, told us of the work that was
being done in our fair eity e report
which he gave was very encouraging and
showed a vast amount of improvement

Our Treasurer, Mr. W. J. Hogg, gave the
financial report, ‘and Miss Harron, our fifth
vice-president, stated that she had visited
a number of the Junior Leagues, and is
planning to visit all, and to organise new
eagues in as many of the churches as
possible

This interesting and helpful meeting was
el by prayer from Brothe Le
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Holy Spirit in His Relation to the Sunday
Schoo!

The Round Table Conference conducted
by Rev. F, .angford, Fleld Secretary,

e Call of the Community, and How
the lu-uxub "May Respond,” was of interest
i profit to all, as was also his subse-
address on * Personal and Team Work
ngell:
After some routine business the delegates
artook of luncheon served by the League
of the church, and in the ewmnz “attended
an open session of the Interdenominational
Union of the Young People's Socleties of
the city, held in Dundas Centre Methodist

Church
J. M. KEYS,
Secretary.

Norwich District

The annual Epworth Convention of the
Norwich District Epworth Leagues was held
in the Methodist Church, Norwich, on Oct.
and proved a most ululll)lllx success.
Leaguers at the morning session were
addressed by Rev, L. M., yer, of Burgess-
ville, on the subject, The Lesgue and
Missions,” which will no doubt inspire the
Leaguers throughout the Distriet to more
effective work in this department.

During the a(lmvmun session an address
was given s Lettie Allan, of Drumbo,
18t Vice- l’rwmenl of the Hamilton Confer-
ence Epworth League, on lhs subject, “Our
Purpose in this Cun tion.’ Another very
interesting address was given by Rev. Gor-
don (' Raymer, of Otterville, on the sub-
Ject, “The League and its Place in Church
Work.” One of the most helpful parts of
the morning and afternoon programme was
the fine md helpful discussion of every ad-
dress give

The ‘ul\n-n(hm then entered into a Rmmd
Table Conference, led by Rev T. Bart:
lett, General Secretary, when the Drohlemn
of It-umw work were thoroughly discussed.

evening session two of the best
nml most inspiring addresses ever given on
this distriot were given at this session by
Rev, G. H. Willams, Hamilton, and the
General BSecretary. The convention was
then drawn to a close, and everyone left for
their respective church, prepared to impart
some of the inspiration gained, and also
speaking in the very highest terms of Rev.
J. A. McLachlan, pastor of the church, and
his helpers for their untiring efforts in mak-
ing this convention the excellent success it
was
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by a Fellowship and Consecration Service,
followed by the Sacrament of the Lord's
Supper.

MRS. R. ANDERSON,
Secretary

Sot;them Albenn

September 30th, October 1st and 2nd were
red letter days for the League and Sunday
School workers of Southern Alberta who
had the privilege of attending the conven-
tion at High River.

The territory urganlzed by this dlulﬂcl
takes in the High River, Lethbridge and
Macleod Dlulrlclu The convention ()penad
on Tuesday evening. Some \llnummtlllmenl
was felt at the unavoidable absence of man.
from the south at this nmﬂ!lun, owing to lh(v
fallure of trains to conne

The keynote of the mmemhm was “‘Ser-
vice,” and it was followed along several
lines, in Missions, Home and Foreign, in
Soclal Service, and in the Sunday School.
'I‘he discussion on Missions was opened by

C. Eason In an able address on * 18-
slonury llal'ﬂp(ll‘:)mb)lﬂ) At the next s

sion Rev. Boothroyd spoke on * Mii
slonary Ideals,” and another inspiring ad-
dress was given on “ The Forelgner at

Home,” by Ttev. W. H. Irwin. Af a public
meeting in the evening Rev. A. C. Farrell
spoke on * Missionary Education.” Several
g00d SUgEestions were given to pastors as
to how to bring missionary Dlulrlrmﬂ before
their people, among them *the monthly
missionary sermon’ He advises against
the bringing in of special speakers to guide
& congregation along these lines when the
pastor should do it himself.

*How to Form a Point of Contact with
Non-Church-Goers " was discussed by Rev.
W. T. Young.

The addresses on “ Soclal Service " were
rare ll‘eﬂl to most of us. * Christian Citi-
zenship” was the subject of an inspiring
paper given by l(v\ C. Bisho

T the evening * The remedy of the Pres-
ent Day Social Sins " was discussed by Rev.
W, win,

. J. M. Harrison addressed the co
vention on “ The Needs of the Community,
and gave timely advice, particularly to
young men

The Sunday School was dralt with by
Rev. J. P. Westman, Three addresses, “The
Teurhsr Yesterday,” " The TPnL‘hEr To-day,"

and “The Teacher To-morrow,” were the
ﬂuhje(‘ls from whhh he led us to think what
the 8. 8. teacher should be and do.

GROUP OF DELEGATES

London District

annual convention of the Epworth
Leag of the London District was held
October 13th in Memorial Methodist Church,
and was largely t: e The Honorary
President, Rev. Geo. N. Hazen, occupled the
chair and gave an address of welcome.
After the various reports of the work done
during the year and the appointment of the
committees, the Rev Osterhout ad-
dressed the convention on “T\w Challenge
of the Fourth Department” He outlined
the work in charge of this department in its
relation to nation building and good citizen

The

ship.

Miss Mae Jones gave a very interesting
and inspiring paper on *The Summer
School * held in Alma College last July,
bringing with her some of the Inspiration
and spirit of the school

V. 0. Carson gave an address on
“ nnmung for Young People He sald:
w e Tend for three purposes—general’ oul.
ture, special culture, and amusement,” and
gave some general rules for guidance in
self-education.

In regard to Sunday School work Rev. J.
Wesley Cousens gave an address on “The

The following officers were eleoted: Hon.
H. McBain, Tlllmnbllr

sident, H. F. Johnston, Tillsonbul
Vice-Pres. (1) Miss Minnie Kent, Delhi, (1)
Rev, C. Herbert Woltz, Springford, (3)
Miss Mary Harris, Dereham Centre, (4) Rev.
Charles Hackett, Kelvin, (5) Miss Mabel
l‘l fott, Norwich; Sec.-Treas, Miss Ada E.
Booth, Tillsonburg; Conf. Rep., Rev. Gordon
1‘ Raymer, Otterville; Auditors, Rev. John
Peters, Dereham Centre, and 8. L. Pratt,

Tillsonburs,
ADA B. BOOTH,
Reporter.

‘Sarnia District

The Sarnia District Epworth League and
Sunday School convention was held on Oct.
2nd and_3rd in Parker Street Methodist

district were well represented. Rev.

Langford, l-‘u-ld Secretary, Saskatchewan,
Rev. J. F. Knight, of Charing Cross, and
Rev. J. C. Reld all gave practical, stirring
addresses that were appreciated by all pres-
ent. The convention was brought to a close

AT NORWICH DISTRICT EPWORTH LEAGUE CONVENTION,

Rev. G. G, Pybbus led on the topic “Junior
Leagues,” after which a healthy dl!cumdnn
took place on the work of the distri

This district has had Mr. Harold Wnodu-
worth of Japan assigned to them as lheIr
missionary, and they are trying hard
men!ure up to the full amount required Ihl!
ve

The whole convention owes a great deal
to Rev. A. D. Richard for his leadership in
devotional exercises.

The business transacted will do much to
put the Assoclation on a working basis. Tt
was decided to ask each organization in the
district for one dollar per year; to hold a
Summer School at Pincher Creek next sum-
mer, and to purchase a large tent for that
purpose.

he executive elected for the coming year
are as follows: Honorary pmmams, Chair-
men of Districts; President, T
Young, Frank: Vice Presidents (1)’ Rev. 8.
8. Peat, Okotoks, (2) Miss Walper, Fish-
burn, (8) Miss R. Husband, Pincher Creek.
(4) Mr. Younger, Pincher Creek, (& 1sn
Harrison, Claresholm; Secretary-Treasurer,
Rev. C. Bishop, Canldlxle

. T. YOUNG,
Reporter.
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Stratford District ,

The annual convention of Epworth
Leagues of Stratiord District was held in
sitchell on September 16th and 16th. Re-
ports were presented by the executive oii-
cers. The Missionary Vice-President re-
ported $292.17 ralsed for the Forward Move-
ment during the year, and $30 tor Christmas
presents lor the missionaries sustained by
the district,

Miss A. Gillespie gave a paper on Junior
Work, In which was emphasized the import-
ance o1 working the young material in our
midst, in order to develop good Christian
men and women and noble and usetul citi-

The convention was favored with
presence of the Rev. Irank Langford,
one of the Field Secretaries, who gave valu-
able aid to the convention. Mr
spoke on " The
Hesources,”
tion on

the
v

Langtord

Conservation of Our Natural
e also addressed the conven-
Personal

Work,’

or t e Fleld” was very
interestingly dealt with by Miss Nellie For
man, formerly of Stratford, who s working

in the West under the auspices of the
W.C.T.

The Value and Methods of Mission
Study Classes” was dealt with by Miss
Hatty Baker, and many helpful suggesuo

were thrown out.

* The Question of Christian Stewardship
was presented by the Rev. A. 1. Moorhouse,
and created considerable interest.

The Call of the Community, and How
the League May Respond"” was dealt with
very ably by the Rev. F. E. Malott, of St

peaker descrived in a general
the vivid conditions under which he
people of any given comu unity live, finan
clal, social, intellectual, moial and religious.

The Rev. Langford then dealt with * The
Department of Citizenship,” and emphasized
necessity of our young people being
informed in the geography, history,
and the blography of the men who have
one the most in developing our country

Rev. J. I, Knight gave two inspirational
addresses that were very helpful. In the
evening of the closing day the Rev. Dr

Manning gave a sermon of
after which the Lord's
pensed.

The following officers were appointed for

deep interest,
Supper was

the ensuing year: Hon. President, Rev. W
E. Millson, Stratford; President, R. B. Ham-
ilton, Millbank; Vice-Pres. (1) Rev. J. W

Baird, B.A., Mitchell, (2) Miss Hattie Baker,
Fullarton, (3) V. Magwood, Strat-
ford, (4) Mr. Lorne Hedy, St. Mary's,
Mrs. Cook, Stratford; Secretary, Miss Jennie

Cosens, Trowbridge; Treasurer, Miss Amy
Purcell, Listowel; Conf. Rep., Rev. L. F.
Barbour, Ph.D., Listowel; Secretary of Dis-
trict Summer Schools, Rev. F. E. Malott,
B.A., BD, 8t. Mary's

ANON

Windsor District

The annual convention of Sunday Schools
and Epworth Leagues of Windsor District
was held in Leamington, October 7th and
Sth. The attendance was good. Rev. Mr.
Ferguson, Walkerville, presided. Rev. J. F.
Knight, Charing Cross, spoke on “ The Aims
and Purposes of the Convention: To Know
More, to Feel More, to Do More,” This was
followed by an address by Rev. 8. L. Toll
on “The Call of the Community and How
the Leagues May Respond.” He urged the
study and investigation of needs. The
topie, “God and 1" was discussed by Rev.
F. H. Langford, Fleld Secretary. Rev. J. F.
Knight addressed the convention on the
theme, “The Hill Difficulty.” He recom-
mended more determination, more heart
searching, ore practical rking out of
the motto, “ Look up, 1ift up.

“ A Study in Committees” was helpfully
discussed by Mr. Langford. At the evening
session the Fleld Secretary addressed the
audience on * Our Call to the Mission Fiald,"
and Mr. Knight also gave an address on
“The Joy of Service."

At the morning session of the 8th October
the following resolutions were adopted:

1 t a se:.es of Institutes be held in
the district at most central points.

. That greater stress be laid on evangel-
ism in our schools, and that on Sunday pr
vious to sacramental services urgent invita-
tions be given to the members of the school
to accept the Saviour.

3. That Cradle Rolls and Home Depart-
ments be organized in connection with every
school

Rev. C. F. Clark, the capable Secretary of
the district, gave a very encouraging report
of the work of the district. Number of
scholars in the district, 6,462; increase, 687;
officers and teachers, 657; 632 had signed the
pledge during the year to abstain from in-
toxicating liguors; $3,748 had been raised
for Sunday School purposes.

very encouraging paper was read by
Mrs. H. A t on “The Oradle Roll
ork.” She enthused the convention as to
giving greater attention to this important
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work., She reported a healthy growth dur-
ing the past year. We have now 808 regis-
tered as Cradle Roll members.

Mr. B, C. Scrigley, in a very graphic way,
pointed out to the convention the benefits
of the Home Department, namely, it in-
creased attendance of the school, it awak-
ened Interest, increased devotion, promoted
soclability, developed home religion; it re-
vived a taste for Bible study.

Rev. D. E. Martin gave an address on
B eltsm in the Sunday School” He
lald great emphasis on methods of teaching

During the afternoon session Mr. G. W.
Coatsworth addressed the conventl
“The Duties of the Sunday School Teacher.”

STRATFORD DISTRICT E
Negative by

A profitable Round Table Conference was
conducted by Rev. C. F. Clark.
B following cers were
President, Rev. Willlam Stirling,
Vice-Presidents (1) Rev. W,
Gesto, (2) H, L. Weirs, Windsor, (3)
G. Calvert, Walkerville, (4) Princlpal Da-
Leamington, (6) Mrs. E. Beaton

elected

Secretary, Miss Ida McGee: Conf. Rep., Rev
8. L. Toll, Windsor.
L. N. BROWN,
Reporter

Palmerston District

The Annual Epworth League Convention
of the Palmerston District was held in the
Mothodist Church, Goldstone, on Tuesday
and Wednesday, September 16th and 17th.
The attendance was splendid, there being
not only the pastor of each church, but
delegates from almost every League. The
was a magnificent feeling of interest and
thusiasm as we met togethor, a band of
consecrated workers, representing the work
of the various stations of the district. We
could not help but feel as the reports or
the different Leagues were read that the
League was not a thing of the past, and
that God was blessing our efforts in striv-
ing to win our young people " for Christ
and the church,” although perhaps we may
not have been measuring up to our respon-
sibilities. 1 am sure the feeling of the
delegates was to return to their home
Leagues with fuller determination to make
this year a notable year in League work in
our Distriet.

Rev. G. T. Watts, Palmerston, President
of the District, in his opening address,
spoke with a great deal of encouragement
to the rural workers, showing us how God
calls the busy man, man from the
country places, like Moses, Saul and David
to service for Him. He spoke of the im-
portant position of the country Epworth
League in Instructing the young men and
young women to go forth to meet the temp-
tations of life in the larger places:

K. Smith, of Drayton, Hon. Pre-
sident of the District, gave an address on
“The Call of the Community and How the
League May Respond.” He spoke of the
importance of each department, of how the
Epworth League aims to improve the intelli-
gence of its members, and showed how the
intelligent Christian has a wider and better
influence than the uneducated one. But we
cannot respond to the call of the community
to make our influence felt for good without
the Holy Spirit.

Rey. . L. Farewell took up_the subject
“The Hill Difficulty, What {8 Yours?' He
said difficulty is a challenge to us to greater
eal. d and young people can evercome
any difficulty. He was glad to live in the
twentieth century because God wills it,
because the opportunities for service are
more numerous, because the church, the
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nation and God are calling with greater

emphasis than any previous generation
Rev. C. T. Bennett conducted the morn-

ing watch and Bible study, taking for his

subject the story of Zacchaeus (Luke 19
)
Rev. F. L. Farewell then gave a most
in and helpful blackboard talk,

A on Com

showing the be
work.

Rev. R. E. Railton gave us some splendid
ideas on Christian Stewardship.

Our Call to the Home Field " was taken

by Rev. T. J. Snowdon, pastor of the Con

vention church. He ke of the call

nmittees, What and How
t methods of committe

CONVENTION AT MITCHELL
Mr. Langford
men for the West. The commund Is per
sonal, it is imperative, it I8 insistive. Who
will respond? Who will influence some
clse to respond?
Rev. F. L. Farewell showed us what con
stituted a call, and response, to the Forelgn
(1) A willingness to serve anywhere.
(2) A knowledge of the need and a feel
ing_of adaptability.
(3) Clrcumstances
Though circumstances may not permit
you to go, yet your willingness to serve
anywhere we are called will be a great ald
in Christian service.
the meeting Business Com

mittee the rs were elected
Hon. Pre Smith, Drayton;
President, , Palmerston; Vice-
President (1) Miss Edna Norris, Coldstone,
s Bmme Beck, Harriston, (3) Miss
Burnett, Clifford, (4) John Bl
Palmerston, (6) Mrs. Cassidy, Drayton; -
retary, Miss Susie A. Bateman, Harriston;
Treasurer, Miss W, Lyons, Alma; Rep. on
Conf. Executive, the Chairman of the Dis-
triet.

SUSIE A. BATEMAN,

District Secretary

Milton District

A convention of the Leagues of the
Milton District was held at Waterdown, on
Wednesday, 1st inst, In three sessions.
The District organization had been inactive
for some years, yet the response to the call

was very encouraging. Rev. J. F. Kaye
had been named by the Financlal District
meeting in 1912 to act as Secretary and con-

vener of a committee
to call a convention.
were timely,
Our Field Sec

0 were appointed
he subjects, which
were taken by local helpers.
tary, Mr. Farewell, was with
us for the day and did splendid service
Mr. Daniels, the President of the Confe
ence League, dropped in for the social hour,
and gave us a helpful message. We ha
spiring services, which is prophetic.
lutions were passed along such lines as

n effort to measure up to
League's standard of efficiency, 3.
effort to support our League paper,
Canadian Epworth Era, more generou
e are grateful that the organization
has been revived, and with an excellent
staff as the executive, we are hoping for a
successful year.
The following officers were elected
Hon. President, Rev. A.J. Irwin, B.A,,
. A Ei , Aldershot;
(1) Rev. T. R. Todd, Freelton;
R. B

An
The
sly.

President, W. A
Presidents.

ews, Milton; (%)

(4) A. O. Flummerfelt,
iss J. Fairfield, Oakville; Sec-

Hstella Alton, Waterdown; Treas-
urer, Mrs. G. A. Coulson, Lowville; Confer-
ence Representative, Rev. J. F. Kaye, B.A.




286 THE

Picton District

The Picton District Epworth League An-
nual Convention, assembled for its nine-
teenth anniversary in Bluumneld Methodist
Church, October 17th, 1913, with the presi-
dent, Mr. Mallory, presiding.

The sessions were both interesting and
lnwlrmi. and of such a nature that all

ay.
(he coming year are:
Emsley; President,

T, ce-pres. w.
Eenna Ostrander; (3). Miss

Rej
Hal District Correspondent,
Mr. Errol Bllck Sacremr). Cassle Black.

Cobourg District

The Young People’s Societies' Convention
of the Cobourg District, which was held in
the Methodist Lhurcll. Baltimore, was largely
attended, an pronounced success.
The programme was strong and well bal-
inced. The interest was keen, and the dis-
cussions spirited, practical and thoughtful

Among the speakers was Rev. J. K. Curtls,
“leld Secretary, whose addresses on “ The
Waste, Conservation and Use of Human and
Iu\ule Resources,” “A Study in Commit

and “What We Can Do," were prnc-
ll\ al and {lluminating. Rev. H. Goin|
of Port Hope, in an address “The Call of
the Community and How the Young People's
Socleties May Respond " indicated new fields
of activity and uncovered new responsi-
bilities and opportunities. An address on
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the corresponding department having read
l and the reports enc before his
League, add to the budlol a report of the
local league and forward it to the next
League on the district lll(. \ll\tll lhl whole
circuit has been comple this be
done each quarter, lhu- keupln‘ h Local
lmua in touch with all other Epworth
Leagues in the District for mutual benefit
and encouragemen

The following officers w;‘“ adl.cltd for

the ensuing year:—Hon. Rev.
John usrbuu. Cobourg; Pre Rev.
Geo. C. R. McQuade. ‘Baltimore; V!cn Presi-

dents, (1) Miss Idell Rogers, Cnhourx. (2)
Miss Florence Hall, Wicklow, (3) Miss Bun-
ton, Port Hope, (4) Mr. Eldrid Lean, Cam-
borne, (b) Miss E. Mallory, Grafton;
Treasurer, Mr. M. E. Hall, Cobourg: Secre-
tary, Rev. John O. ’ruu Camborne; Rep.
on Conference League, Rev. H. W. Foley,

Centreton.
GEO. C. R. McQUADE,
porter.

Brantford District

The Brantford District Epworth League
convention was held in Wellington Etreel
Church, Brantford, September 26h and 30th,
and was one of the most successful in the
history of the district. Addresses Wcre de-
livered by Revs. F. L., Farewell and W, 8.
Daniels. A rally was held on the Monday

vhich two hundred L uer- were
in attendance. The following ol were
elected: President, J. W. hspperd-nn. Brant-
ford; Vice-Presidents (1) Rev. A. B. Mar-
shall, Brantford, (2) Miss Cora Hicks,
Brantford, (3) Percy Vanslckle. Copetown,
(4) Ira_Scruton, Brantford, (5) Miss Adll
Pheal, Brantford; Treasurer, Miss F. y'

g

SOME OF THE PICTON DISTRICT EPWORTH LEAGUE EXECUTIVE MEMBERS

“ Bvangelism: The Church's First Work," by
Rev. John Garbutt, ot Cobourg, unified and
focused the activities of the League upon
the ultimate aim of the Soclety. Rev. 8. 8.
Tucker, of Odessa, opened the afternoon ses-
sion with the address " The Purpose of this
Convention,” and closed the evening session
with a strong appeal to Leaguers to enter
the wider service and heritage which was
theirs.

The following resolutions were submitted
by the Committee on Plans and Resolutions,
and were adopted:—

(1) That a member of the Executive
tummluee visit each League during the
yea

(2) That each pastor in the District de-
nnle one bunday in the year to Epworth

League wo)

(3) Thnt lhe local church become selzed
with the opportunity of being the larger
home, co-operate with the homes in organiz-
ing and gulding the social life of the com-
munity,

(4) Thl'. we note with gratitude lhll the
Forward Movement in Epworth Leagues and
Sunday Schools has raised an nmoun!
equal to more than half Dr. Smith's salary,
and we urge the l¢hnoll nol helpin[ in this
work to at once organ e~
partment, and that -.|l
full support at our nary,
further suggest that each Epworlh League
and Sunday School study the work of Dr.
Smith, as found in the Bulletin lnﬂ other
Church Missionary .rorl-. and that we
urge dally prayer by our Leaguers and
Sunday School scl

5) That emh DI-trlet Epworth League
viee-president prepare a letter concerning
the work of his department to be sent to the
League nundlnl first in the district list,
and that each “Local” vice-president of

lor, lalls. Secretary, Miss Agnes Butler,
Brantfor

The tollowlnx resolutions were adopted:

1. That each Epworth League in the dis-
lrlcl should appoint an agent for the Ep-

orth Era; that his, or her, name and ad-
dle!n should be forwarded therewith to Rev.
8. T. Bartlett, Wesley Buildings, Toronto;
and, further, that all matters of interest in
the local League be reported oy the agent
to the editor,

2. That a Blh Vice-President be appointed
in each local League. That a Junlor, or
Intermediate League ‘be organized in con-
nection with every League in the district,
That a Junior League convention be held ut
some convenient time during the yea

3. That “The Standard of Excfllancv
as adopted by the General Board for Ej
vnorm Leagues be adopted in each local
League.

4. That the incoming executive provlac
for a series of visitation | he
Leagues by one or more of the d||lr|u om-
cers, at least once during the year, and that
the executive make an effort, through pastor
and other local leaders, to organize new
Leagues in communlllc! where there are
no similar organization:

A at, as far as possible, visitations of
local Leagues with each other be plann
for during the winter months to increase
interest in l’rlsndlhlﬂ among the various
Lealue- and to interchange ideas on e

0 That, in order to more closely raute
the district officers to the local League offi-
cers, a serles of chain letters be lmunr-
ated by the five Vice-Presidents in co-o|
ation with the correlpondmg Vice-Preside
of the local

7. That each ol’ m local Leagues of the
district send to the District Secretary, as

ERA.

mu as possible, the complete list of the
and uldruu- of the officers of
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umr League.

§. And last, the committee strongly up-
prove and appreciate the co-operation this
year existing between the individual dis-
tricts, the Conference Officers, and the
Head Otffice, and recommend that this be

continued.
AGNES BUTLI&R.
Reporter.

Lindsay District

The Epworth League convention of Lind-
say District was held at Omemee, October
sth. There were reported 18 Leagues in the
umncn four of which were Junior Leagues.

1 ture of the convention was the -n-

of formality, the evides

lriundhﬂeﬂl. and a desire to help. The

the Omemee Junior League, which

was upaued by request in the evening, was
lreoly applauded.

J. ¥, Chapman, in his address on

Tha ‘Call of the Lulnmuml). and How the
League May Respond,” stated that there
never was & time in the history of the
Church when the services ot the Epworth
League were s0 essential as now,

“The Hill Difficulty,” said Dr

s lack of spiritual life in the Leag

Ths address of Mr. Riches, a Drumlllnx
young layman, on “How to Make the Week-
.\mm Service Go,” was full of soud sug-

estio
. Mr. l!ud{uld who led in consecration, said
the League is an organization for work

The evening service was given up entirely
to missions. The subject of Home Missions
was ably dealt with by Rev. J. M. Whyte.
Mr, Farewell addressed the convention on
the subject of Forelgn Missions.

At the close of the evening session the
presence of the Spirit had been manifest
that nearly the whole wn‘rexulion arose

lully to God in y

The following oﬂh:erl were elected:
President, Rev. W. W. Jones, anetvllle.
Vice-Presidents (1) Frank Riches, Cambra.
(2) Arthur Allin, Lindsay, (3) Miss Mlud
Littleton, Fenelon Falls, H) Rev, J. ¥
Chuynlull. Um

ecretary l Tk,
er, M)ss A erlhl Conf. Rep., Rev.

3.5 MeMullen
M. BERTIE MARK,
Reporter.

Belleville District

Belleville District Epworth League Con-
vention was held on Sept. 20th and 30th in
Foxboro and Belleville Tabernacle Meth-
odist Churches respectively. There were
three sessions each day, with an increasing
attendance at eac! Many of our leagues
were represented, and our one new league
for this year had excellent prospects.

Rev. J. K. Curtis, Field Secretary, and
Rev. 8. T. Tucker, were our special speakers.
Their addresses were very practical and in-
spiring. Our local ministers gave ve;)‘

ad-

rul

On the first day af address on
“Why This Convenuon is nald. 'l had o
on Th. Hill Difficulty. What is Yourl""
This brou(ht out muny helpful sugges-
Umu for each uguo. suggestions which

not have beel rouxm out before them

hl they not me in & oonv-nuan. An
address on “God and L" {
for the keynote, also work: eduut he thnu‘hl
of the “Hill Dlmeulty" showing why we
have this waste, how to overcome it, how
each one is responsible for it, and how he
continues or lessens it. The masterly ad-
dress on “The Great Conflict on between
God and Satan for the young life of the
jand " led us to see what heights of unal-
loyed joy the highest Christian service can
give—the joy of seeing the darkness and
slavery of sin fall away before the illum-
ting radiance of Christ's redemption.
From this mount of transfiguration we de-
scended to the valley of .rvlu in an m-
oreign !Iold
re one in sj lrlt

The second day, after ood outline of
committees, we had an address on “What
we can do,” fol awed b an address on
“What we shall try t Then we were
again given s view of lh. hi, hn fe b:
an address on “God-given e
came from Idul- to practical lervlo- ln an
dress on ow to make the week night
service g

Our tmrd Vice-President reported the re-
sult of the Essay Contest which was con-
ducted in our district thi );etr. (Further

s la 3

numher of subscribers for
Era,” and the contributions to the Forward
Movement.

Those who attended the convention were
greatly benefited with enlarged vision and
more feasible plans for local work.

Repr
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The following resolutions were passed:—
1. In order that the District Epworth
League Executive may be informed of the
conditions of the local leagues of the dis-

vice.
last returns to the District Vice-President
to be read at the mext convention.

2. We recommend that the ministers
give one Sunday annually to furthering
the interests of the Young People's Socle-

ties.

3. That the District League officers fer-
mulate a programme for a District Ep-
worth League evangelistic campalgn under
the auspices of the District Bpwort eague
Executive. This shall be distinctively
the Ynunf People’s movement for which
they shall be responsible, the pastors in
every case counselling and advising, and
thereby seeking to inspire the movement
to a successful jssue.

The district officers are:—Hon. President,
Rev. W. G. Clarke, A., of Belleville:
President, Rev. A. L. Brown, of Foxboro:
Vice-Presidents, (1) Miss Flossie ‘Wright, of

: (2) Miss L. Phelps, of Mel-
rose; (3) Miss M. L. Hardy, of Canifton
(4) Mr. J. A. McPherson, of Sidney: (6)
Miss M. J. Young, of Belleville: Bec.-!
Miss B. M. Adams, of Foxhoro: Confarence
Representative, Rev. E. B. Cooke, of 8idney.
M. ADAMS, Secretary

‘Treas.,

Carman District

The fourteenth annual Epworth League
and Sunday Schoo) convention convened in
the Carman Methodist Church, October 14th
and 15th. The convention was fortunate in
having the presence and help of our Fleld

The talks of Rev. E. H. Emith, Birtle, were
also very helpful. The key-note of the
convention was * Personal, individual ser-
vice."

n

ment.”” sald the soul of any League must
be in its first department. Tts main object
is not to merely amuse young people, but
primarily to win them to Christ and educate
them in Christian life and work.

“Our Responsibilities to Our Missionary "
was the subject of an address by Dr. A.
MeLachlan, of rman. In the discussion
which followed this afddress it was decided
to increase the givings from this district
from $800 to $1.100

CONVENTION GEMS.

“ Reen your 8. 8 standards aloft"

Don’t allow poor business methods"
“The good teacher asks: ‘ Who art Thou
Lord? and then ‘ What wilt Thou have me
to do? "

“The Spirit of God will not work at our
hading. doing our work for us. but will
work through us as e instrument. the
Spirit being the power."

W not waste or misuse the great re-
sources of time, mind and influence: let nus
connect un with th"e Holy Spirit and be

$

The following officers were elected:

Presldents: (1) Miss Ruby Gowanlock, Glen-
horo, (2) Dr. A. T.. MeLachlan_ Carman. (3)
WMiss Alles Young. Cypress River, (4) A
Warland, Treherne: Secretary-Treasurer, ¥
, Staples, Carman: Epworth Fra Agent.
Rev. C. W. Morrow. Treherne: Rep. to Conf.,
Rev. A. H. Farnsworth, Sperling.

Birtle District

The Rirtle District, Manitoba. held their
annual Foworth League and Snndav-school

Al T

Tield Secretarv, Rev. Manson Doyle. B.A.
fmnarted much stimulus to the Sessions
2nd his addresses were excesdingly helnful
nnd richly suggestive. Mr. Dovle’s appoint-
ment to the work among our voung neonle
recefved most hearty endorsation. Fittine

xpr fon wer:
A paner which nrovoked a verv lvely dis-
Tithing” ablv

. J. Crookshenks. Rev. T. rd
Uehted his andlence with a thoughtfnl and
inaniriting_ address on “Recrnitine for
Chriatian Service” At the closing session

Wednesdav evenine the Rev. A Hm""'
n

of Br I n .
own Inimitable way, on * Christian Citizen-
i "he” manstons ware well attended
& worthy harvest fallow
JOHN H. SHEMILT.
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Notes
At Wesley Appointment, Forest Circuit, LANTERNS AND SLIDES

Brandon District, the new League organ:

ized lul( Au‘u;t iu'n::oln ':ucce‘;n‘fr:n ;{-d We have no available space this
aggressive work. e visits o! e 8- p. o

LEEL oMocers have been productive of great month for ony extended notices
good among the young people in this pertaining to our Lantern and
neighborhood. Slide Department.

26-{?:‘6 le\;'enlﬂg “servlce au?ﬁhl ‘O;lnh?‘r Many have used our outfits. As
, at the Ainslie street Methodist church, s kRO, s o
Galt, was a particularly interesting one. far as we know, all have been
The members of the Epworth League to pleased. Numerous  testimonials

the number of about one hundred occupie:

d bear witness to the efliciency of o
the centre pews, while the pastor, P BN o eur

A1 Wootton, preached a special sermon to service.
young people.” The annyel rally was held During the winter you will want
e following evening. The program was i

in charge of the Citizenship Department bright, soclal cvenings, and .
and an evening of exceptional interest re- structive literary programmes.
sulted Why not let us supply you with
Mor;e :;W;S:p::n:::?y w’t:‘ne":g:r p;lrnl!‘r‘l‘r: a complete outfit at small cost?
Teague being an assoclate editor of a cer- Full particulars on application.

tain department. The various advertise-

ments, news items, personals . were Write the General Secretary
written in a clever and entertaining style

and created much amusement |

Che Oldest slaargest B'infmg
L and Pu])]isl\ing Housein 2
#1638 | (Canada-Established 1829

AN IDEAL GIFT

For Your Sunday School Teacher or
Anyone Interested in Sunday School Work

Tarbell’s Teacher’s Guide

TO THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL
LESSONS FOR 1914

(13 ARBELL'' has come to be regarded in recent years as the most popular

Lesson Help in Canada. It is so comprehensive in historical reference,
illustration and suggestion as to he most helpful to all classes of teacher from the
Superintendent down to the Primary teacher. Its information is in many respects
elementary, and yet it furnishes suggestions for thoughtful study by advanced
classes, Beside the weekly Lesson Help feature it has a grist of other helpful

information of which the following Table of Contents will give some idea.

Introduction—Suggestions to* Teachers—A Backward and a Forward Look—What Should
be Accomplished This Year—Two Great Essentials of Success in Teachin —Lives of
Christ—Your Preliminary Study—Your Study of Each Lesson—Your Pupil's Study of the
Lesson—Graded Teaching of the Lesson—The Synoptic Gospels—Lessons for 1914

The booklis nicely bound in heavy cloth boards, and runs to 465 pages, has as
a splendid reprod of Tissot's “The Christ.”
Price, $1.00. Postage, 15¢. extra.

WILLIAM BRIGGS
. PUBLISHER .
29-37 RICHMOND STREET 51
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Canadian Epworth Era

Published Monthly in the interests of Sunday
School: l and Young People's Societies
the Methodist Church.

Subecription Price: 60 cents a year. A Club of six, $2.60.
The hpﬁ;m" not be sent after term of subsoription

Subscriptions should_always be sent to the Publisher,
WiLLiau Brioos, Wesley Buildings, Toronto, Ont.
All other matters concerning the Paper should be sent to
the Editor, Rey. 8. T. BARTLETT, Wesley Buildings,

Toronto, On

OFFICERS OF THE OENERAL BOARD OF
DAY SCHOOLS AND YOU!
EOPLE'S SOCIETIES
The General s«mn:mm‘
Gemeral Secretary. R, 8. T. Bauruerr, Wesley Bulld-
" ings, Toronto, Oot.
Secretaries, Rev.

F. L. Fanzwrl, B.A,, Toronto,

v, J, K. Oukris, BA, Sackville, B

Laxson Dorus, B.A, W innipeg, M

F. I voun, B.A., Regin, Sask.; REv. a3

Waatuds, Ouigaey, A,

Treasurer, Da.W, E. WiLLsore, 06 College St., Toronto,
Ont.

CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

Preachers

THE Equity Life Assurance Com-

pany has saved its Policyholders
$76,000 in premiums in nine years
by issuing without profits Policies
at very low rates instead of issuing
them at the ordinary with-profits
tes. Thatis a larger sum than
was paid in profits to their Policy-
holders prior to December 31st, 1911,
by all the other Companies organ-
ized in Canada during the last twenty
years. If level headed men want
10 protect their own interests, as we
believe they do, they should
write us for particulars.

H. SUTHERLAND, President
Confederation Bullding, TORONTO

Hodge Podge

“How many ribs have you, Jimmy,”
asked the teacher.

“1 don’t know, ma'am,” giggled Jimmy,
wriggling around on one foot; “I'm so
ticklish I can’t count 'em all.”

A kind old gentleman saw a small news-
boy carrying a lot of newspapers, and
said to him: *“Don’t all those papers
make you tired, sonny?” “Naw! I don’t
read 'em,” was the lad’'s instant reply.

A few days after a farmer had sold a
pig to a neighbor, he passed the neigh-
bor's house and saw the little boy sitting
on the edge of the pigpen watching the
new occupant.

“How d'ye do, Johnny?
your pig to-day?" asked the man. “Oh,
pretty well, thank you,” said Johnny,
“and how's all your folks?”

And how is

|

Mr. Wood was fond of playving jokes.
Meeting his old acquaintance, Mr. Stone,
one day, he enquired: “Hello, Stone,
how are Mrs. Stone and all the little
pebbles?”

“Fine,” sald Mr. Stone, “all very well,
thank you,” and with a twinkle in his
eye he asked politely, “How are Mrs
Wood and all the little splinters?”’

One winter's day a tramp who was
much bow-legged called at a farmhouse
and stood before the large kitchen stove
to dry and warm himself. The little son
of the farmer watched him with growing
anxiety, and then rather timidly, yet with
hurried movements took him by the coat
and, trying to pull him away from the
heat of the fire, said. “ Mister, you'd bet-
ter stand back; vou're warping.”

Two lttle girle were nlaving on the
street and a well.-dressed lady nassed
them with a swish and a whirl. By the
noise it was evident that she wore a silk
petticoat.

“What makes that nolse?" whispered
one little girl to the other.

“Sh!” sald the other child in a low
volce, “don't you know she's got money—
rich folks always rattle and smell good.”

Little Mary started to school with slate
and pencil. By and by she substituted

“tablet” for the slate, and incidentally
clropped the “r" from her name, which
became “ May.” High School days not
only increased her knowledge, but also
her name, which now appeared “ Mayme.”
(ollege days were crowded full, and little
notes reached home signed “ Mae.” But
all these have passed, and now in a home

When the Shoe Pinches

The shoe will have no pinch
if you wear Dunlop “ Comfort”
Rubber Heels.

For Sale by all Shoe Dealers
PUT ON FIFTY CENTS A PAIR

THE
Alexander Engraving Co.

16 Adelaide Street West
TORONTO
Will supply Churches, Leagues and Sun-
day Schools with Cuts for illustrating
Programmes, Church Reports, Tople

, ete. First-class work at moderate
prices.

GET THE BEST.
OTT

IT PAYS!

TORONTO, ONT.
Offers the best advan'ages in Business and lhw‘-

of her own they simply call her “Ma.”

cation,  Enter

z-::nn Educati any time, Write for

|
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MANY YOUNG LADIES

(the number Increases every
year) find that

ALMA COLLEGE

is just the kind of school they have
been looking - for. It is NOT ONE
of THE MOST EXPENSIVE schools,
but it is ONE OF THE BEST. It
stands for health, inspiration, refine-
ment, vigor, sincerity and good sense
in the education of girls and young

women.
For CATALOGUE address—
PRINCIPAT. WARNER. St. Thomas, Ont.

Albert College

Belleville, Ont.

Is one of the leading schools of practical edu-
cation in Canada, Over 300 students
enrolled annually, one half of whom are
young Iadiu

A staff of exp i ive i
instruction in ll different courses :—Col-
legiate, Junior and Senior Matriculation,
Teachers', Preliminary, Business College,
Music—Organ, Piano, Vocal, Fine Arts,
Expression, Physical Culture, Domestic
Science, M.L.A. and M.M.L.

The College provides a two storey brick Gym-
nasium and a fine acre Athletic Ground.

College re-opens Tuesday, September Oth,
1913.

For Calendar send to the Principal,
E. N. BAKER, D.D.

n.'.".' Musio and Art, Whn.y.
Ladles fuldent hon:nldlfo Jna, ;;':'ﬁ

h tial homes of
ﬂ.".‘l Ush Arlnocruy - st

The latest and best equipment in nv
department, backed up by the 't’“
-!ron est staff of -pcclnlllll to b.onn?und in

milar college in olently
na-r the city to enjoy lu advantages in
concerts, etc.. and yet away from its dis-

tractions, in an atmosphere nnd nnv|ron-
ment most conducive to mental, ral an
physical stamina. Send for new lllunr-l-ﬂ
endar, to
REV. J. J. HARE, PhL.D. Principal.

ALLOWED ON

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

We especially Solicit Accounts
with Out-of-Town Clients,
offering special facilities for
Depositing by Mail.

CENTRAL
CANADA

LOAN & SAVINGS COY,
26 KING ST. E. TORONTO




