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To THE NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF Nxw
BRUNSWICK :

In presenting their Seventh Annual Re-
port, the Council, although conscious of some
short-comings of the Society, and of defects,
not 8o much perhaps in its organization, as
in that vital energy and individual interesg
which alone can secure success for any hu-
man undertaking, congratulate the Society
upon its success during the past year,

Since the last annual meeting, one very
impertant change has been made, which
they cannot deem otherwise than beneficial ;
they refer to the removal of the Library, Mu-
seum and property of the Society, trom the
rooms so long occupied by them in the Me-
chanics’ Institute to tae St. John Grammar
8chool building This step they believe to
have been advisedly taken,and while duly
grateful to the Board of Directors of the In-
stitute for the uniform kindness and con-
sideration received at their hands, they are
happy that the Society has secured, what
the Institute could not offer, an apartment,
which although not entirely méeting the re-
quirements of the Society, is better fitted to
contain their collection of books and natural
curiosities, and in which the regular meet-
ings can take place,
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Since the removal, an increase of work has
of necessity fallen upon the ghoulders of the
Curators., This,however,they have cheerfully
undertaken, and although muech 8¢ill remains
to be done, the effects of a regularly pursued
system and of steady application, have made
a marked improvement in the appearance
of the Cabinet. The minerals are now
almost entirely arranged, and the Curators
are about preparing a e&: .logue which will
materially assist students in this branch ot
Science.

In regard to the Geological department of
the Museum; the Cruncil have much plea-
sure in stating, that especially since the re-
turn of the Hartt collection; the leading
Geological features, or rather the principal
fossils, of the Province are exceedingly well
represented. They would further state that
a8 new oase has been ordered for the last
named Collection, which, having been care:-
fully arranged and classified by Dr. Dawson,
will prove & very- valuable addition to this
part of the Cabinet; and that they trust by
the sale.and exchange of the duplicates of
these fossils to add largely: to. other groups
of. curiosities: in the. possession of the So-
ciety. The.Council have. also.to,comment
with much pleasure apon the generosity of
different. gentlemen by whose donatiens the
list. of scientific specimens and objeets.of
curiosity, has: heen. greatly enlarged.. The
names-of theap benefactors during the past
year and theiri respective donations are
comprised in the following st :
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Character and Name of
Donation. Name of Donor.
Impression of rain drops
in slate from Hazen st.,
near Calvin Chureh...... Mr, J. L. McInnis.

Male of Harlaquin Duck

stuffed gra iuitously tor

the Society by Mr, Al

bert Dunn................Mr, John Howe.
Fossils from Limestone

rocks near Ottawa......Mr, C, B, L. Jarvis.
8quirrel preserved in al-

T T e e +eoeoMr, G, F, Matthew.
Samples of Coals from

different localities.......Mr, R. P, Starr.
Sea fan and corais found

near Havana...., «=+ 0o Captamn Radlier,
Singular woody protu-

berance...... P T e Mr, I. Allen Jack,
Portion ot root of petri-

fied tree from Dutch

Valley, King’s County....Mr, Enoch Dole.
Solaster endeca, Forbes

(sun star)........... «+....Prof. Bailey,

hiophelis bellis (spotted.

brittled star)............. ¢
Toxopnuestes drobachiensis

(sea ur}:’t‘nln)....i.f...... “

entacta frondosa ? Yo

Chiton rubn-‘m8 *
Echinarachnius parma...... o

Monll”n...............-. “
C%m?l.l.l.l.... ......... “
(All found by the donor
in Passamaquoddy Bay).
Fish remains of cretace-
ous arrlod from Bahia,

....-.....-..........Prot- CO HO m!t‘l
Bhells, ( Melania terebri:

Ool.o-aoooo.-.-.-’o- “

A number of Chemung fos-
o&f’“n;.ali;"v‘.’a.,x" 4
8 0
Nevada, :

AR I T “
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Character and Name of
Donation. Name of Donor.
Medina Sandstone, West-
O NOW. YOIrKoeeeoeos oo Prof. C. H, Hartt,
Undetermined mineral
from Chester County,... b

With reference to the Library, owing to
the necessary eéxpenses of removal end other
calls upon the Treasury, the Council have
not been able to add to any extent to the list
of scientific works; the studious reader,
however, will find upon the present cata.
logue, very many standard text books for the
most part inaccessible to the general public;
and thanks to the liberality of private gen-
tlemen and of sister societies—awmong which

- latter the Council would name the Boston
Society of Natural History, und the Essex
Institute, in the United States, the Natural
History Society of Montreal, and one So-
ciety in Bremen, as representing the Conti-
nent of Europe—several valuable publica-
tions, principaliy magazines and periodicals,
have been placed on the shelves. The Coun-
cil, however, would suggest the great de-
sirability of sustaining and replenishing
this department of the Society, as it is need-
less to remark, that no student in this age of
circulation and published knowledge, can
successfully prosecuie his researches in any
branch of Science, without access to the text
books and the differe.t produciions of learn-
ed and scientific men; and that, although a
™an may do much for Scienca by collecting
specimens, or as an incident thereto, by es-
tablishing facts before doubted or unknown,
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R T e g S TR Y |

L ™

b b R by 3 o m m




or.

rtt.

' to
her
ave
list
ler,
ata.
the
lic;
en-
ich
fon
lex
ral
30-

ti-

Ba-

18,

In-

d-

7

when possessed of clear Judgment and an
imagination both active and wel) governed,
it assisted by facts established by others,
and by observations on concurrent pheno-
mena, he may be equally, if not more useful
to the world by proving dJdoubtfu] hypothe-
8es, or by promulgating new ideas,
During the past season, several papers have
been read, which have generally elicited in-
teresting discussions, At the first ordinary
meeting, a valuable paper was brought be-
fore the Soceity, “ On the effects of cold on
certain trees, with a note on the destruction
of the bireh partridge by low temperatures,”
written by Dr. Adams, of the 22nd Regiment,
This was followed by a paper by Professor
Dawson on “ Arctic and Alpine lands,” with
illustrative specimens, exhibited by Mr. R.
P. Starr; by a paper “ On the Manufactore of
Maple Rugar,” by Mr, Hoyt; by a paper from
from Professor Bailey, entitledq « Classifica.-
tion;” and bydifferent selections from scienti-
fic publications. The Council,while regretting
that a greater amount of original matter has
not been added to that already in the pos-
session ef the Society, beg leave to state
that a nnmber of gentlemen have promised
essays on different subjec:s, and they do not
doubt that the meetings for the present
year will afford much instruction and en-
tertainment for such of the members as are
Pleasea to attend. :

The following synopsis of the Treasurer’s
Report to the Couneil shews a respectable
balance on hand to meet the limited liabili-
ties ofthe Society :—
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Cash on hand Jan. 18t, 1868......cc000e . $16.93
Cash received to same date, 1869......... 73.00

$89.93
Casgh paid during the year 1868....$13.84

Bills presented and passed at
Council meetings, but not
CAI1EA fOrereessscessocnsnnss N Gy g 29.38

Cash on hand...cceeveeess o gans 4 el

The addition ot five ordinary paying mem-
bers to the roll of the Association during the
past year, gives promise of a proportionate
increase of popular support, but the Council
would urge upon the public the great advan-
tages afforded by the Society to those desir-
ing profitable enjoyment during their leisure
moments, and the great tacilities afforded to
boys, young men and others of scientific
tastes. They would further call special at-
tention to the provision of the Constitution,
by which persons of small means are en-
abled to participate in the benefits of mem-
bership gratuitously, as the Council are
fully sensible that well directed energy and
youthful enthusiasm are elements ot the
most useful description, and they specially
desire to open & field to such elements, not
merely from philanthropic motives, but be-
cause they are convinced they will materi-
ally assist in attaining the grand objects of
the Society.

All which is respectfully submitted.

‘Dated the 28th January, 1869,
T, ALLEN JACK,
‘Seoretary to'the Couneil,




