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TO

MY BllOTHEIl SPORTSMEN OF ENGLAND,
IRELAND, AND SCOTLAND.

Dear Friends,

I WAS induced, on my return from America,
to collect the very scanty contents of an imperfect
journal, which recorded, for the perusal of a few intimate
friends, my experiences of adventure in the far West.
These kind critics afterwards tempted me to enlarge
the circle of my readers, by many assurances of the
indulgence which a courteous public extends towards
deficiencies of style and composition in a writer more
accustomed to the use of the rifle and hunting-knife
than to that of the pen.

In this age of literature, when so many works of
imagination are appearing every day, I should despair
of such a mere matter-of-fact story finding any place in
the attention or interests of the reading world, did I
not fii-mly rely on your sympathies.

Without further apology, therefore, I will preface
my story by an attempt to give you the benefit of what
experience I have acquired in outfitting for distant
hunting expeditions, in the hope that it may prove of
use to such of you as may contemplate similar excur-
sions

;
in helping you to provide yourselves with things

which are really necessary, and also to avoid burthening
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yourselves with what is cumbersome, and comparatively

Of guns, the most valuable and indispensable isthe plam, smooth-bore, doubled-barrelled can about
fourteen to twelve in the bore. Let it be mad^ b^'afirs -
a maker, one who himself superintends the mannfac-
tu e every portion of his guns; for, in a country
i^-he e there are no gunsmiths to run to in case of anaccident the breaking of a trigger or a sheaTor tf.ulu e of some screw of inferior metal or workmanshipmay .nvolve the most serious consequences. I fo u

'

own part, as well as both my brothers, in our n;mero^s
Junting e-xpedit ons in America, India, and Cey

S „ tr "''' *^ S"«^ ''"^ "fl«^ »f Trulock'ani
Son. of Dawson Street, Dublin, which, for accuracy
power, and trustworthiness, I have seldom s.en equaUed'

much confidence m using the heavy charges required inolephan .shooting, as the knowledge thaf the bard „&9 hands have been forged by a good maker.
i do not deny that good barrels may be made intomingham

;
but I am convinced that there is nothing

like the master's eye over a gun in eveiy sta^e of it!construction. For close and dangerous shotting I kn wnotjmg equal to the double-barrelled, smooth-bore gun

IZ r" T^.
" """'' ^P'-^'^' ^"-J handle it more

same t me sufficiently depend upon it for accuracy asfcr as sixty or seventy yards.
'(-cnr.cy as

Next in importance I would suggest a single-barrelled
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two-grooved rifle, which I much prefer to the poly- or
many-grooved, for the reasons that with the former you
can use a larger charge of powder without danger of the
bullet tripping

; you may fire a greater number of shots
without fouling the barrel or losing in accuracy, and if
you use fancy conical projectiles, you may do so with
less chance of damage to your rifle.

Were I so circumstanced that I could take a third
gun with me, it would be a double-barrelled, two-grooved
rifle whose execution at long range, though below that
of the single rifle, is, of course, far more accurate than
that of the smooth-bore

: experience has, indeed, satis^
lied me that, for a very long shot, you never can count
upon the same precision with a double as with a single
barrel. Even supposing the barrels to be perfectly
parallel (which is almost an impossibility), still the
direction of recoil of each when fired is different, and
has a different effect upon the flight of the bullet •

so
that barrels, which would throw almost exactly paraUel
when discharged from a vice, will slightly diverge from
each other when fired from the shoulder. You must
not infer from these remarks that I undervalue the
double nfle. For deer-shooting, especially, it is invalu-
able

;
and often, when I have missed a deer with the

first barrel, has the animal stood still at the report, as
If from curiosity, and afforded me a second sliot I
merely would not have you expect too much from it,
or reckon that its accuracy of execution beyond one
hundred and fifty yards is equal to that of a good
smgle-barrel rifle.
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As to calibre, sportsmen of the Western are much at
variance with those of the Eastern world, the former
preferring the small bullet of thirty-two, forty, or even
fifty, to the pound, while their East-Indian brethren
are as strongly in favour of the large ball, running from
sixteen to twelve, or even eight only to the pound.
The reason of this discrepancy I fancy is this, that the
difficulty of obtaining good powder is much greaterm the West than in the East; for, the larger the
ball, the greater the necessity for superior powder.*
For my own part, I should be inclined to select a
size carrying from twenty-four to sixteen to the pound.

In your choice of knives, do not be induced to
encumber yourself with any thick-bladed, highly-
illuminated cutlery of the German jdger fashion :

they are very handsome to look at, when hung up
over a chimney-piece, but very ineffective in the field,

wearying and blistering the hands, and splintering
against the bones of any large animal. The best
knife for hunting purposes, in my opinion, is a good,
plain, wooden-handled butcher-knife : let the handle
be long, and the blade thin.

In horses, your great object should be to combine the
greatest hardiness with the highest courage. A thorough-

By increasing your charge beyond a certain quantity you do
not increase the force. No more powder will ignite than is suffi-
cient to cover the bullet if it is placed on a table and powder
poured gently over it until it is concealed. If you hear your ball
strike the object fired at, it is a pretty sure indication of deficiency
of force, either in the quantity or the quality of the powde-



DEDICATION. Zt

bred horse you can train to rush at anything : his being
timid at first, or apt to shy, has nothing to do with any
absence of courage. By patience and perseverance, you
will teach him to charge any animal, not excepting a
grisly bear

; while a common, badiy-bred brute will not
even pursue a bison. Mules, for packing, arc, in some
respects, superior to horses ; but they cannot support
intense cold nearly so well. I strongly advise especial
and constant attention to saddles. Go where you will,
and all over the world, you will find nothing to equal
the English saddle. Provide yourselves with them at
any cost, and transport them at any inconvenience-
When on the prairie, travel with a blanket saddle-cloth.
You will find it a comfortable addition to your bed

;

but be careful before putting the saddle over it on the
horse, that there is no crease in its folds ; for a sore on
your horse's back is a serious inconvenience to a long
journey. It is a good plan, before fastening the girths,
to pass your forefinger under the saddle-cloth, and lift

it slightly off' the horse's withers.

For clothing, I think there is nothing like Scotch
woollen stuffs

; leather, after all, is but an inconvenient
substitute for these

; for though it has its advantages in
point of wear, it is horribly uncomfortable in wet wea-
ther, and dries as hard and stiff" as parchment.
Keep your gunpowder in air-tight packages ; expo-

sure to the atmosphere weakens it. Do not burthen
yourselves uselessly by trying to forestall a thousand
imaginary necessities. Beyond your guns and horses,
with their sevoral nnmirfonnnnoo -.rr.-,, ,,r,*n „i,^„i-.i i_.
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require nothing on tho prairie but your knife, flint and
steel, and pipe, an iron ladle for melting lead, a tin«ug, and two iron kettles, one for cooking, the otherfor boihng coffee-with iron covei^ to theni,"which la
respectively do for frying meat, and for rJastingyi:;

witht''. '?I'"^
*' S*"'"-"*"*'. provide yourselves

strong thread, and shoemaker's wax, and also one or

Id iiS •"•'" "''''"« ''"^ ""^"^"g~^-
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f

inconsistent, indeed, is our nature, that our keenest
yearnings often lead but to our bitterest disappoint-
ments, and the possession most ardently sou^rht, affords
when attained, but too frequently the least gratification!

Ihc bustle incidental to a start, Avhen alari^e number
of passengers arc on board, affords, however, little time
for philosophizing. At first the lugira-c seems inex-
tricable, and the confusion interminable; but time
patience, and preseveranco gradually dispose of all our
ditticulties, and we shake into our places very soon after
the docks are cleared.

I found on board some very pleasant and entertainincr
fellow-passengers, and was not a little surprised, oS
entering the state-cabin, to hear the most unnatural
shrill little pipe exclaiming, "Waiter! bwinirmea Welsh
wabbit. After some difficulty I discovered'its possessor,
who, creeping from under shawls and ladies' work-
baskets scrambled into the middle of the saloon, stuck
his Lilliputian hands into his little pockets, and

that r
''^

""'
""^

^^ *"" '''^' " ^^""^ ^"^ ^'^"^ *^"°^' ^*'

We found little "General Tom Thumb" a very
amusing companion

; and any of my readers who may
have experienced the dulness of a sea-voyage can ima-
gine that he proved a most acceptable addition to our
society

: he was the smallest specimen of human nature
It has ever been my lot to behold, but a remarkable
exception to the generality of dwarfs, being not only
intelligent, but active and well-proportioned

There he stood, sprucely attired in a little midship-
man s dress, his tiny patent-leather boots the miracle of
a nt.

Early next morning we passed along the south coast
ot Ireland, recognising successively Dun more, Tramore's
three towers, with its colossal metal man stretchinr.
tortli his threatening arm to warn the mariner from
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GENERAL TOM THUMB. 3

t*owy''n.?!!«f^' T'^
and finally, Ardmore's round

But^
^° memorial of the Old World.

Hurrah, the bell for break fast I

Hark to tlie niinglod din
Of kiiifo, and f.,rk, and bi.s.sinrj chops

lliat stewards are brinyinrr in
The fiery skipper's pricking^fast

His fork into the dish,
Despatching quicklv hisVepnafc

Of coffee, eggs, and fisli.

In burst the guests, and on they rush
Around the jolly tar,

Who calls on seini-seasick folks
To prosecute the war.

boarf"^hl
'L"^\S':oi breakfast we had, for the fare onboard the Carmina was unexceptionable, combining- all

Iwf7r f '^™''™^"' ^"S"^''' ''"d oven Fr?n hcookery Alas, however, even the means of fortificationprovided by a batterw de cuisine FrancaisotTZ
safficent protection against the fell sea-serpent m?nster

ml 'r, '}T^'''\
'"™y of my felliw-passengersamong h.3 victims. A strong head-wind an/choppino.

pihl tlnr^' T?.™^"' ^'"^P '""""S *« ranks a^^u?capital table. But the severest misfortune of all wasthe total loss of our ladies' society
; they, poor thin4

cabins till withm a short period of our arrival.

nnd deS t^'T^'' ''iTr""'
""^'^'"'^ unscathed,and, despite the too audible miseries of most of hia

fellow-passengers, held on the even tenor of his wav

w r^nii"^'', 'rf '^'T '^' «'PP'"S botUed poSi was particularly favoured with his notice A oreatamusement of his consisted in climbing aU over^e

on mthtT "" ».\^''««l'ler, then bafancing li m^lf

pocki of Iv" ,""!• ^'"'' r^ ''"'•'"y leaping'into thepocket of my shooting-jaeket until he burst tbrnn„-h
cue lining ot it. He was. on th» .,),„1. » „„_..'"""?/He was, on the whole, a very good,

b2
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tractable little fellow, and listened attentively to mv
lectures on the evils of play

; but, alas, I fear they had
but small effect, for the little wretch was an inveterate
gambler, and up to all the mysteries of whist, hcwker
poker, and bra^jg. I forget at present his exact hei.rht •

but, as far as I can recollect, he measured twentv-1*our
or twenty-five inches

; had light hair, a pretty childish
tace was about sixteen or seventeen years of a-c, and
weighed fifteen pounds-the weioht of a good-si'zcd lea-
ot mutton. Barnum, the well-known entrepreneur
jvas with him constantly, and behaved with the utmost

.

kindness to his young charge, never urging the child to
do anything to which he showed much disinclination
yet, at the same time, exercising a very necessary and
wholesome authority over him. His father and mother
also travelled in his suite, and were certainly above the
average height: his mother appeared a kind and amiable
person

;
she informed me that she had two daughters in

Canada where she usually resided, and that she, her
liusband, and relatives were Canadians, and the little
(xencral, consequently, a subject of her xMajesty Queen
Victoria. Some of my fellow-passongers told me that
iiarnum had, by the exhibition o Oom Thumb, clearedma tew years the enormous sum of 100,000/. It is
satisfactory to add, that I was informed he had acted
most liberally towards the parents, having greatly in-
creased the stipulated amount for the little Gencrars
exhibition.

About the middle of the passage, a conversation arisin"-
relative to the sufferings of the poor in Irel

'

aSAmerican gentleman suggested a subscription in aid ofthe funds then raising for their relief ; and the proposi-
tion having been ably seconded by a Canadian merchant

of 120/
''''' ''''' expectations, in a collection

About this period the weather became more severe,

4 prosj

1 ladic

west
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very trying
and the motion of the vessel, oonscquentiv, verv trvin^

^^nd'u'dl'nw'ftir* '^^'' '''^' Bea-legrbu?rhf\\ina sudUenly fell one afternoon, and I shill nevnrforget the magnificent sight afforded by the masses of

hen «h/l ] •
^^' '' '"'^""* '''^^ annihilation;-then, Mhile bearing us up to heaven, fled awav from

spreading devastation on every side %ml ,«•*•'
atrangecombinations of sonplnl saustes pieSanf
lZl::Z:

*="••"' ""'' P"^<"'"S floating '^^b'tl^d

The first land we made was Halifax, where we foundIt necessary to put in for a fresh supply of coa^ T)„r^^^he very short delay of the CambZZ I'^^t I se ef

conts for ftf T^''
'' P'^*^^"P^ ^^«t^"cd to thei?collars, for the greater security of the foot-passeno-er^

'tr; tu'oV
''
r^- Woach^n^fficS

and wp WfT 1 ^' '''^^-
.

^* ''""^ ^<^^y co^d weather •

trLtVd";^^^^^^^^^^ '' ^^^-o^ - -1 being

Between Halifax and Boston our voyac^e was mosfcprosperous; the weather so beautiful as fo emice ourladies once more on dock nnri oil ^
''O entice our

westwini ^- - ' ^ ' r ' ^ '^" ^y^s ^^'<?re turnedwestwara .^ caica Uic first glimpse of land. The pilot
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from Boston boarded us the following day, and we soonrode tnumphantly in, greeted by shouts' and Tann^"from the surrounding vessels in the harbour

the Pn'c.""" 1?°^^' ^^^ ''''" """""'y examined atthe Custom House, we stowed it and ourselves aswe best could into the different vehicles desS t^convey us to the several hotels to which they belongedand I cannot he p remarking the great contrast betweenthe different methods adopted, with respect to strangersand their luggage, in the Custom-hoise searchers of

?wT '"p ""1 ?"'^'- ^™P°'"> countries,S ofthat of our Trans-Atlantio brethren
; while I mav ob

serve that courteous treatment, in tkj itUt2s thefeehngs of a stranger, has also the effect oH am n'

cealmenr
^^ ^""^ ^°^ '"'"P* ^* ^'^"^ o"^'

I could expect to find but little that was new in aplace so often described as Boston. I discoverld onefact hov.-ever, which may interest future travE vi"that smoking IS not allowed in the streets at n Jht'^
for, having lighted a cigar, I was quietly strollino.a&the pavement, when I was accosted by a casual n^!
senger with, ' Sir, I guess you are a stra^nger r_"^sTryou are an uncommon good guesser," wis my reolv •

but I soon found by the sequel of our conversation that'however abruptly it had commenced, the mot ve of mv

a "teletltj"''
"''* "'S'^' '^^ -^-'^d ">« *»

flipm rv,^.4. / .°i ,
^"^^^^ "^itn hou water renders

cornesrofth^fa^S^'
notwithstanding the extreme

Between Boston and New York the journey wasperformed partly by railway and partly bv steamboZof the finest class, most luxurious'" ^"^"t

t,

I
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ASTOB HOUSE. y

captain of our boat prudently remained all night at NewLondon, on account of the weather, of which these boats
are by no means independent. Next day we resumed
the railway once more to New York,

nf 4^
^^"lerican railway-carriage reminds one a liitle

ffrl'?f« / ''T°'''
^'' transporting wild beasts, sotar as its external appearance is concerned

; and there
IS abundance of room inside for the passengers to walkupand down the seats being so arranged as to allow an

fTi'llr"^ 'r?MP^''^°' ^'^"^ ^^^ ^^^ of each carriage tothe other. 1 hey contain open stoves, round which youmay sit occasiona ly and change your place from time
to time, which all those who are in the habit of travel-
ling know to be a great luxury ; besides this, the car-nages themselves are so closely chained together in
succession that you can walk from one end of the train
to the other. The seats, or benches rather, in the
carriages are ranged in rows down each side of the pas-sage and at right angles to it, except in the vicinity
ot the stoves, where passengers are at liberty to sit inany direction they please, on camp-chairs left for that
purpose. I may also here mention a very good regula-
tion adopted with regard to the luggagef brass tickets
are chained to each separate trunk or portmanteau, and
duphcates of these tickets are given to the passengerwho need have no further trouble with his luggage than

Smatior
^"^ ^ ^^ ^'' '' ^''''^''*^ '''' arri^ing at his

r.\t^ ^^^rJ^'fH.l ^*^y^^ ^^ *^<^ ^stor House, a mag-
mficent "block/

O'... building), far larger than any
hotel I ever beheld in the Old World. Many of my
readers will doubt ess remember the hotel of VEmpereur^ma«, and I HJtelde Rnssie, in Frankfort: the Astor
iiouse, 1 thought, strongly resembled these, though on
a still larO-Pr apaln ;«/l^^J T J-.-T-i. ^1 .1 .. ,®
i„« i."il"~'i T"", "^"^^^"^ -i uuuuD wneiner it ue not
larger than both these hotels put together. The plat-
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form anterior to the huge hall-door is reached from thestreet by double ro«s of large stone staircases Thecharges I found moderate. Breakfast, dinner and sunpcj are performed much in the same ^ay as atZtZdhtc on the Continent, except with far greater rapidityAt breakfast here, I ate for the first time cakes Zi^
fi^om the flour of buckwiie.t, which I thought excelTentand deserving a place among the many luxuries ofevenar, English country-house

: "in shape and si they re-semble a muffin
;
in consistence, a pancake • but thovare roiiglior, and of a dark-brown colu Tliose c'kesarc eaten either with butter, like muffins, orwi refinelmolasses, contained in glass jars, shaped omethinihke claret-decanters, which are pbced .at inter™, ."l!along the extensive breakfast-t.able. Neithe. fs thehominy, which consists of rice and Indian con me.)mixed and fried in butter, to be despised IVwSt^swere Irish, Germans, and men of colour

l>Jl-''li'°?
about the 23th of March, on a cold butbrilli,antly beautiful day, at about nine o'clock n llmorning, for Philadelphia, and, on mv nr ival V}l

immedi.ately to the Mansion-house HZHavinl no

1 wasinsome degree prepared to like Philadelphia Ihad no Idea what a splendid city it is ; itrbeautifnlhouses being very regular, and niostly bui ofSand, from their wide p.avements. the excellent rennr in^hich they are kept, and the Splendid shop anS of

"

nSf' The'"'':'^
1""'^ "? "^ being feall/mt!

^»rf;„?' , .!
^'"raordmary cleanliness of the ci?7

pnncipally by the abundant supp y of water which i,aiforded by the waterworks of tl e Schuylkm W,

^raceiui iiuu classical. ^

ii

u
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BALTIMORE, q

inli^^^^\?
Iiasty dinner, attended by four hur^e cleanjolly, sable vagabonds, whose lanr^uL peculiar Z*

lor some distance, as vou recede frnm Tfy,"^''"*""'-
behold the whole city stUcheTout reLeta*"^"a splendid panorama. On the rir-ht Z/. *i *

°
are the celebrated waterworks bythich 7t is sunTjwith water from the Schuylkill VaITI w™PP''f''
broad estuaiy of the sXar : ZereV^^thl^alUi.es, from the light pilot-boat iolCts^t^.

jo«l^:;Swrtrs^LT ::s, i^ ^^f
ulrrSitf"^^ '" t -PerSelT li^t

if wo t * . F^Pf^^P^ experience in the Old World

pSL,\ffrr a\^;tr.dtf ^k "^'«'i

exigenciesof expectorationLdred took offV"w *l

-. ..._n - vuBUivea, i guess 1 cleared von
"^

Baltimore is mostly built of brick,UrSare also
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t 1

many handsome stone buildings, and it is altogether a
noble city I had little time to see much of it, but was
struck with the principal streets, which, both in sizeand paving, &c., are equal to any I ever saw. The
shops are handsomely lighted up in the evening, and
the crowded streets exhibited a numerous and well-
dressed population. I had heard of the beauty of the
iSaltimore women, and was not disappointed in them

a timr^"^^
^^^ ^"^ ""^"^^ ^""^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^^

A splendid fire took place that night in Baltimore
which iv-as extinguished, fortunately, without any
turther effects than giving us a good appetite for our
supper

;
the attack on which was most furious, and

the consumption far more extensive than that of the
nre we had assisted to put out.
At Cumberland, we took the stage-coach across theAlleghany range of mountains to Wheeling, which isnot far from the head of the navigation of%L river

unio. An American stage-coach is a very primitive
rough sort of conveyance, something like the diligence
on the Con inent but far stronger in construction, both
as to wheels and springs, and calculated to meet thevery severe shocks to which the nature and state of the
roads necessan y subject it. It is built to accommo-
da e or rather torture, nine persons inside, and as many
outside as have the skill or the courage to sit alon^
with the driver. This functionary is tr°uly a wonderful

fv!!' A V^^
^o^r liorses, at a very tolerable pace,

over a road where the depth of the ruts and the number
of stumps of trees baffle description. When the wheelW '

ll' f *\'
^^**f'

*.^' centrifugal effect is sub-

rn^f f .5-
""P flf"^ ^'^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^t*e^e^ against the

Zif A '^ ^''^^^}^ conveyance, that, after a while, I
preferred sharing the driver's fortunes outside, notwith-
Btanuiug me cold encountered among these hills from
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which, however, the continual exertion of clinging onwas quite sufficient to prevent my suffering. Butliow
our Jehu contrived to drive, to manage the drag (which
he did by means of a screw handle on his right?, and toremain on the box is a mystery that to thfs day I am
unable to solve. This road the coachman declared to

1^ '""-il? hf"^ "'^'^F^ ^ ^"^'3^ g^o^ ^^e^ although it
unavoidably fell into a bad state of repair in winter

fl./ ^^J\'^'J ^
"^^'l

beautiful range of mountains than
the Alleghanies full of deep dark gorges and ravines,
through which the road winds, now under lofty preci-
pices, reminding me of some of the passes in the Tvrol •

now along a high crest of mountain, overlooking a vast
extent of beautiful country ; now through some thick
primeval forest, capital lurking-places for bears, wolves
and

^
panthers, or paz?iters, as they are there calledDmmg a great part of the day, we travelled up the

Monogahela Eiver celebrated all over the States for
the whiskey made along its banks. Every now and thenwe made a rapid descent at full gallop down some deep
gorge filled with snow, into which, at this season, the
beams of the sun never penetrate. Coal of the finest
kind IS found all through the Alleghanies in great
quantities and m the towns along the road it is to be
nought at four and sixpence a ton.

iJ ir'^'^'l^
Wheeling, heartily sick of stage-coach

travelling but consohng myself with the reflection that
the rest of my journey to New Orleans was to be by the
river. •'

rlvS"?
^ ^f^'^^eld those justly celebrated American

nver-steamboats, so indicative of the enterprise andcommcrcia prosperity of the country. By means of
these vessels, the productions of the most remote parts
ot the interior are transferred to suitable markets at a

cV,'r>c'+-
"~^-, ^ ^^ ''^^^ piuuuu'jr; fcio that the furs and

Skins Horn the remotest savages, the wheat and Indian
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corn of the agriculturist, the cotton and the su^ar nfthe
p anter, are rendered valuable and profitable hv^l^f

Lm Xn"""'^ T"""'' "^ *«" constr;ction; rend *rstliem often very dangerous to the lives and limh/^f ti

"TTIPT"""'" """ <=«wd the?r deeks '
°^ '^'

conversant with steam „^„T„''±rTandT.."""at ir^rrd-feiiif
^^^^^^^^

engineer immedSy con roHin" fh^^'-j'
" P.'^<="'=^'

overhaul a "tarnation oppositTo'ne^'^ah I? °T"'''
'°

tot?nXTi;r'^^ ^'^''^^ ;-geS.t: 'n^e^?

On account of the low state of the water in the Ohio T

c.^tu me, lur 1 was prepared
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for It, by the accounts of Enorlish authors, many of
whom, 1 think, have animadverted on it too severely.
Ihey certainly, so far as I myself was concerned, quite
compensated me for their tendency to ask questions, by
their great readiness in answering them

; and I must
say I found a general willingness amongst them to be
communicative and obliging to a stranger, and the

- greatest deference towards any one that spins a yarn
lor them—a tendency to which, I dare say, most of my

.| brother-sportsmen will confess. Who has not, after
a hard and successful run in the pursuit of an elk, or a

^^
lortunate skirmish with a bear, been inveigled into ammute detail of the chase or contest, with a description
ot every trivial circumstance, from the start to the
death ? or even after its lucky termination, who has
not dilated on the fine condition of the animal, and the
size ot its horns, boring you with his sensations as he
strides beside his weary horse, heavily laden with the
trophies of his successful encounter ? However, we must
hope that the world is very charitable, and allows a fair
license to sportsmen, as well as to other enthusiasts.

Ihe next day we were thrown into great confusion
on board, by the announcement that one of the ladies
was about to contribute an additional little member to
our society. At the time she was taken ill, I was
sitting m the cabin talking to an amusing youno-ster
ot some seventeen years of age. I could not better
describe him, than by referring my readers to the
portrait of Bob Sawyer, in " Pickwick," of which
character he very strongly reminded me. He wore a
rough blue coat, which he had decidedly outgrown, for
the sleeves were far up his arms; shirtsleeves he had
none—at all events they did not figure in the visible of
his costume, which really was very perfect without them,
especially as its stv1f» was PAnaic54-«r.fiv Tv,oi,-.fo;T>^;i i.,. _

total absence of shirt-collar. He for some time eagerly
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or

'ain

observed the ladjr's husband
ine absence of medicnl ni,i „„j • - . —F'^'iua
to do some such^mpos'ibTli^^^^^^ *« ^-^ptaiS
and go back againThen mvVI « P"' "j^ ^^»^^1 about,
top of his vofce, with "'Zflo ^"r^"'^" « »' "'0
yourself for nothn. I'm a „ij;.^^^^

now don't rile

(who was in tears) on the JhnnU^ i"! ""S"'" ""^e
look alive," and ran in flfK*^'"'' '"^^<'^' "Come
forthwith.' In" ir than half Z^'C" t "^« ''^^'^'^

slowlybacktohisseat an/^,ii- .
"".^ he sauntered

•'}
fy.

Tom, an ataitKne''L'°"frrd.<>b«orved,
calculate ;" and then proc eded to i^^

"""^ ^"? Z'''^'^'
I

propriety of asking twentv dollt /"'' V^^ '""" 'ho
tboy termed it

; Bo°b Sawytr t tt .^^ ,"'° J»'''" =«
mcnt, even doing me thTh^n^ i^

difficulty of agree-
could only suggeft a vllua ion nf1"?^?''"^ '» ™«- I
mission oho many cent, ^nf? in' ^^^y' ""'J =* oom-
do, however Tom w,^

''' ^''"«- This would not
it «uld not beKo tXTn n'r-'''''.

*^™' «" *ha
way inwhich the g?n leman 1,1 l!f

"" advantage of the
and that his friendWhtLTt„!t '''""

''''"'"^'^'nced,

lar fee of eight dllZt wl ? ^t ""''^ ">an the re-ii-
received bySurcfi nrlf'

*''' ^'PO'^nt ultimate y
but the next mornin^I i= Tv^^'' ^ ^'^ "«' learn •

old black nurewfo|^,^rT-"r <'•'"'='' »^"'« by the
^^hencehe preseitfy retartd to ," "'">'' ""^'^"^^^

husband to be "a realTnl !.'
'"'""- the lady's

gentleman, by g1 "' WTP.'Xd 't? fT°'"^
"'«

I'ouis, where it had been It 1"j - •'^'M at St.
remained for her couCment t^ '"'<'°''''" *» have
poor thing was obli-red t„Tt *°.^ '^^o^'y

! but the
felt for her when Teardt.'V'V

''•"'* ''''""^
' «»d I

of the Bteam-escapment
fose :f t!"'

<=11*'°"»«"oar
fas » prisoner. *" *^ <=*hin where she



CAIRO.
15

1 deploring

'ic captain
Jsel about,
' in at the

don't rile

passed in

soracly

;

"

gro nurse
" Come,
e invalid

auntcred

)bserved,

folks, I
him the
job,'' as
f agree-
• me. I
a com-
uld not
lid that

) of the
tanced,

e regu-

mately

learn
;

by the

stress,

ladys

y nne
It St.

have
t the

ind I
>roar

eshe

m \-

r 4-

drcarv w.i^t,- rrn„* . ^^''-S- tairo rea y 3 a
it up and rechfm ; hT^"' ^'''' ?"•=" "•'"'« *» bank

up as a stow or sh™ Vh/ '
P''' °^ '''''"'' ""^ ^''^d

backSis fi Zailf'^'l'
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'"^

sage for New Orleans 'rh'/?? . J- ^ *°°'' ""^ ^'^-

shuttin/fe off T.nv ni • '^i?
""^^'"^ "'« ?"«•« of

wish to%etire bv Zm?'/" ^ "^'"'"S, "hen they

doors, whitrSee^irfeidX^Tr ''"''•' '"'-«
are ranged aIon» the .u^ .f k- V''"f""S-'^^'''''s

opening°inwards from fi- rV"! ?'°°°' *'"= <'«»s

berths T bulwhcn thl f'^ "^ *•"=" <'°"''''i"« *«
:_' ^ ^"'^? there are not a sreat manv ,,,=,o„„^„™

..u.»usecm.o the whole room to yourself b^payiSg^
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little more than the usual fare. Outside these, again
there IS a passage round on the deck of the steamer'
enabling the passengers to walk about in the open air
protected from ^,he sun's rays by the hurricane-deck

; and
trom this external walk there are glass doors into the
bed-rooms on the side opposite to that by which you
enter from the dining-saloon. The hurricane-deck
overhead is supported by stanchions, connecting it with
the passenfrers' deck, on which it stands. On the hurri-
cane-deck, again, is placed the pilot's glass house or
caboose, covered with a wooden roof rendered waterproof
from his position he can command a good view of the
river—a power he stands much in need of in order to
avoid the numerous snags and shallows which perpe-
tually present themselves ahead, threatening the safety
ol the boat. I ought here perhaps to inform my readers
that a ''snag" is a tree, or part of a large tree, whoso
progress down the river has been arrested by the accu-
mulation of sand or earth, or some such cause ; and as it
is frequently quite hidden from view, the experienced
eye of the pilot alone can discover its presence by the
peculiar ripple of the water at the spot where his dan-
gerous enemy lies concealed. A keen power of observa-
tion m this respect is only to be acquired by lono-
attention and practice, like that arrived at by thS
hunter who tracks his game on the prairie.
We proceeded at a tremendous pace in this beautiful

boat, averaging eighteen or nineteen miles an hour the
stream running strongly in our favour. We passed va^t
tracts of forest on either side, chiefly consisting of cotton-
trees, presenting various successions of growth, which
have a very pretty effect, and are caused by the river
pn account of its abrupt curves, continually chancyinfJ^
Its course, and those banks of sand and mud which it con"^
sequently abandons receiving from the wings of the ^vind
into their genial soil the seeds shed bv the old pfitriamhal
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trees. The successive gradations of tlie miniature woods
thus lormed make a pleasing variety in the otherwise
monotonous character of the landscape, and often sucr.
gested to me reflections on the similarity in the humali
world of the progress of population from mother-coun-
tries to their colonies. The principal use made of the
cotton-tree is to provide fuel for the steamers, which is
licwn down, cut up, and piled by contract on the river's
bank, and carried on board by the crew called the deck
hands of the steamer. This operation of taking in wood
occurs about three times in the twenty-four hours, and
occupies about an hour and a half at each time, the men
having to carry the logs on their shoulders alontr a
couple of planks thrown out from the side of the boaUn
to the bank; so that you can frequently go ashore
while the boat is ''wooding."

i ^fa

Life on board a river boat resembles life at an hotel
only it is a great deal pleasanter. A bell rings a little
alter sunrise

: you get up and proceed to the washing-
house, next to which, by paying a few cents, you can
have a bath. At your exit from this you will most
likely find a grinning negro barber bowing and scrapino-
at the bath-room door, soliciting permission to test upoS
your chin, for a trifling consideration, his powers of
easy shaving. That operation has hardly terminated
when you hear the bar-keeper vociferating, '' Now, then
gentlemen, come on; come on; choose your drinks! -

What shall I fix you, sir?" Then commences the ;

wSir ^/f"^y-«"\^«^^s> mint-juleps, gin-slings, and
whiskey-cocktails, and you may finally observe soie of
the gentlemen sitting down to breakfast with tears in
their eyes the eff-ect of some awful gulp of alcohol and
wormwood, elegantly denominated a phlegm-cutter. A
bell gives the signal for breakfast, but even before thattime you will see each man standing behind his chair.
hv.ding ic ugntiy hy the back, and ready to vault into
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his seat ns soon as the iron tongue, impelled by Snow-
ball 8 sable arm, strikes the galvanic shock among the

The captain sits at the head of the table and his
lieutenant at the foot ; opposite to each of these crcntle-men is placed a laro;o dish of hissing-hot beefsteaks on
a pewter receiver filled with hot water, which is kept
boiling by a spirit-lamp placed underneath. The quests
are attended by negro servants, who hand about coffee
tea, &c. After the first breakfast is served the second
breakfast, for the officers and those that are not exactlv
passengers, after which follows the third breakfast for
the people of colo-ar. The passengers, while all this isgoing on sit outsid(. iuid in front of the cabin, smokino-
and reading the papers, which they always have the
opportunity of exchanging for later news at the different
towns where they touch for freight or passengers. Your
day passes cheerfully from the consciousness of proceed-
ing at a rapid rate towards your destination, coupled
with the enjoyment of being able to read and write atyour ease, and having plenty of room to eat, drink
smoke, and enjoy yourself Previous to the announce-
ment ot dinner, the passengers again assemble at the
bar, the keeper of which is at his post, displaying pro-
digies of activity m supplying the demands of his

Zn'f^^'VT^ ""^/^^ ^''P ^'"^ ^'^^^y ^^11 employed
until the dishing of dinner commences, when they fly to
their chairs as at breakfast. During dinner scarcely
anything was drunk but water. After the cloth was
removed the company removed themselves, and not even
a g ass of wine was called for. I completely failed in
getting an amusing acquaintance to assi:,!; me in discuss-
ing a bottle of JVIadeira, the invariable answer to my re-
quest being, - I thank you, I have eaten my dinner/'

1 he habit of taking these stimulating drinks before
eatmg IS attributable to the relaxing- inflnonnpa nf *i,«

f
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I

fundoMn^?
southern States

;
the stomach requiring

diSon T^" rT\' an appetite and streigthen

s iSnnt 3 ' ^^ o-Ter-ence of hot cHmates, that

viewof acquiringanappetltc; the safest vray bcin- towiUtwithout eating until the appetite arrives, or, if po'siWereat yourself to half an hour's sleep b fore dinner Isubsequently found that in the large towns the custom

sociaUv ."f
'""; '" *'"? ^"S''* "•''^- '•• ^- leisurely n'S

of hnLl '• ''""'7' " S.™''"""y ''"=°«inS the habitof the wealthier and more influential mercliants.

most eligible society on board the large river steam-

of'tt^'htr''";'^"''™/'"'
^"^ season" inrcsmaS^

^t whlh ?, fT' i ""''^^ *» ""igf^te northwards!

Wl ! P''!?**
^H^

frequently form "parties to travetogether
;
and on these occasions, when the partv thiLformed has been so attractive as t.^ include manyUe^able young lad.es, I have often kno«-n youn^ men Wdacquaintances, perhaps) join it expressly for The ivervoyage and the pleasure of their society, and enjoy lotsof music and dancing in the spacious ladies' saloonpurposely fitted up for that object

"

We proceeded rapidly southward, passing frequent

worn„^ r'""""'- ^i'K''
''»««' ^•»»^t conslant^Swork to the negroes, both in keeping the crop free frCweeds, and finally gathering it; tilf, at last,^the wWr™

A&Tf?" °° """^ ''^'' "' "^ ^°"«d Missouri a^d

and su'ar ^'C.T '''"^ r'^^^'S to our eyes the landsana sugar-plantations of Louisiana

verv inC?PP''°'''!i \''' ^''•='''"=' *<= «eene becomes

Sas on "^'
^""l

**!' 'y" '' ^"'^'^ ^ith a strange

trees will ™'r I'^'ftions studded with orangetrees where aromatic shrubs and rare t,knt» mnv E„
traced to the gentle hand and graceful taste o'f'th^'hl.h:

c2
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!l

•li

born Creole My, KrnJuully and dillidently intn.din-

cIZ'm f 'J'-l'"'"'''''-
^""" '"''^«- New Orleans

Trl 1 "
'"''^" " .'"'"'" "'"' ^"'id emotions ofpleasure and surprise. It is, you may sav rocPLim,.,

from the river by bunks oalled^'qev.^'' /o;^,l at nthe sumo manner as in Holland. The town is vfded
"^0 several municipalities, and thon^h these are I .pa-rated one from another hy but a single street, , 'on

^nd^nV^'i ^? ""^y imagine yom^clf in Enkndand on the other orget that you are not in France-go
strongly are the eharacteristic differenees marked L allyou see around you

; in the buiidings, n.anners even ithe si^n-boards over the stores and shops, which are

litas li„s dilForence is quite as remarkable in the in-habitants themselves. The American is essenti.dly Ei^l
iifh despite us affeetatioii of the contrary • he is so fn

t ^Z^}f^'''
"' '''^ -"ver.sation, inlis prc^'ne:

to nily, ins cad of at public amusements. The Creole

inn,;,V^
?"""S "1 "'« J"'»g speculation and un

^ZortV: TV '^ *''" ^"S'"-s'^-^on
;

seeking ?osuppoit himself hy economy and bargaining uhilc"thoAmerican is striving to increase his fortune^y e" tend-ng his operations. It is of his time, not of l/s m nev

libtial, and frequently lavisli. The Creole considershis business a a certain hour of the day terrmted

the llu itre IVau^ais, and a cup of coffee. The Amncan .1 occasion require, will bum the midiit'ht oi inhis oftce, and may often be found at two o'clod in ti emorning winding xvp the pressure of additional bu^ne s
-;.,». «iv Oi tuc Muukly Bntibh stcumer.
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Upon landing I went to the St. Charles Hotel, an
enormous buildmg in Grecian architecture, with a fine
bt. Fan s-hke dome, more resembling a large cathedral
than a hotel, and presenting a most imposing ai)pcar-
nnce from the river. There, however, I did not remain
long for on presenting my letters of introduction I
dined with some new Iriendg, who persuaded me most
kindly to take up my residence in their house during
my stay. °

There is a great cliarm about New Orleans : the old
style of Spani.sh architecture wraps round it a feelino-
ot romance which, alas ! there is so much in America's
civilisation calculated to suppress.

'J^he verandahs, pori^^s cochhrs, and small Creole
Jiouses, built oi wood, only one story high and opening"
into the street, are very picturesque. I enjoyed myself
greatly there, and shall never forget the kindness and
hospitality that greeted me on every side. Amonrr the
Creoles there is a simplicity and cordiality that°soon
induces the stranger to feel himself at home with them
rarticularly if he is from '' la Grande Brctao-ne," in
winch cjise he is sure to meet with an universal welcome.

I ought here perhaps to explain to my readers the
strict meaning of the term " Creole -," at all events, the
sense m which the word is used in America. Creole
means oorn m the country

; and the term is generally
applied to the descendants of the old French and
fepanish founders of the colony : indeed you could not
otlcnd or hurt the feelings of a Creole o'cntlcman or lady
more, than by supposing either of them even in the
remotest degree of coloured origin. The marked dis-
tinction which I found in the Fi-ench and Eno-lisli
parts of the town, as I have already described, I found
as strongly characterised among the inhabitants. The
t^reole rich or poor, you can easily distinguish by the
l^'cnch cut of his clothes and hat, and perhaps a
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ill!

Frcnch-trimmed beard. Probably he is dirty and un-

T.T'f'^f^»''"''P'''^'"S
too much or too clean linen.Look at the American over the way as he rolls alone,bs clothes not made by " a tarnation French snip/'but all bought at the ready-made clothes store : his face

IS «-ell shaven, and although he wears a beard, it is notallowed to trespass on tlie chin: he wears no g ovos, bu

white Unor,"?/'?''. l'"*'"' f
"•* '' '' '"^ scfupul nslywhite linen, of which he makes rather an extensive dis-play lor he seldom wears a waistcoat, and his loose coat

pm, may be a diamond, may be a piece of glass. WeHgo ahead Jonatlian
: with all your faults (and which ofus IS without them ?) you are a fine, noble fellow '

comZj^ r
'* ''" '^'^""'^

r*^ Weciate withoutcompaiing
! Comparisons are odious ; but avoid them

andT C'rel'"! f'
""'""''' ^'"''^'^ '^'^ ^^erica"and the Oreole lady is so strono-Iy nresentp*! fn +T-n

Ori3: -'r^r ^^ "" '^'^ IntroTuS't "New
exorpCr^ t"n ^^'"''T'^

'*^^ '« like anexotic plant. In the first place, the climate disa^^eeswithher: sheis lang.ud from the heat, and her coodlooks rapidly fade. Then she dresses badly thfu°bexpensively
;
her choice of colours is extensi^' but nfgood and when she is dressed her clothes dSoutmuch as you could fancy they would had sheSn btothe river and been drawn out again. If she dancesshe does so awkwardly, and a quadrille or two (forshe seldom ventures on a higher flight) soon fadiues •

AJ«''
*^'^?.'®' ?? *® contrary, combines the naneteaf ithe Spanish girf, with the polished elegance of thfFrench lady, whose toilet she scrupuloS Liatt '

hS^at once th^lrifi ^^^IT'" "'^^'"'C^^.
tt?t makes

..-„,^v«v vi »,iic opera, ana tHe light and
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life of thebaU-room She is passionately fond of dancing

L«:air»'
"'''^''='' *^ -^ - S--M as shef3

in^th^'^Jf? «P"'?>^?ts in the Rue Royale, situatedin the old Spanish-looking part of the town. The
similarity of many of its buildings led me into a strange
mistake, which I mention here as indicative of tSeabsence of all apprehension of danger at niVht from
robbers, or any other cause. On m"y return from an

Eoyale by the light of a beautiful moon, which was

Ire no fjf} '' '^ "t *r^ *^ ^^^' ^^ the streeS
axe not hghted, nor indeed are they needed • and th»

hefnf' ff "tibial light greatly'^crtributcd to h^beauty of the quaint old Spanish buildin<rs alon
"

he

wHh th? ^^'i 'ff'"^
the'moonbeams inW^re ief

^iifl, u^"""
'''*'^''"'' 'hey show in their wake. Thewea her being very warm, doors were thrown openmushn and gauze curtains flattered from open windows'

as If waving in invitation to the cooling night breeze tocome and refresh the slumbers of those Iho heaviy

^iT^t ^««1: ^r-^ering up and down some time

r^rt thot'?^
"^ half-smoked cigar, I suddenly becZeaware that I was unable to d scover mv lodainfrs mv

^cS'to^llV ""r^S '''^ '•^"-S binS^^accurate to enable me to recognize any difference between

Alter a little hesitation, I entered that which I thouo-bt

dowfnlfr^^'' ^ ""^^
T^"^""- fo«nddoorslnd win-dows all thrown open

; and I continued for some timewandenng through rooms where the gildinc of beautifol

^hlnTffc'J'' '^fr» ^ hadlioISS
mr i!fLL f^''*" .*' house. Curiosfty, how-ever, induced me to waniler a ;tn„ *...»!.._ •'!._^__

retracing my steps. My situation ^m^^^^i^
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I

of the account of Don Alphonso, in Gil Bias whon

house, through which he continued wanderin/ fr^,-,

uZ,lK
'"'""•

'"I''''
^P'^'"«'l f"™*'"". partiallyhghtcd by expiring lamps until he reached the apart-inent of Scraphme where he found the beautiful widowdeeping heavily and uneasily, through the sultry Spanishmidsummer night. These reflections, however were

,

quickly interrupted by a lady's voiie, cdlini ^at

„„?°-'*';T' I replied hastily, informin^'her ofmy having tjiken apartments in the Rue Royale thatmorning, and also of having foi^otten both thJn„mWof the house and the name of its owner. " Was it MrSo and So s, or was it Colonel S.," she kindlyXetfd
memory Well, at length she replied, "as mvbrother is gone to the countrv vou can «Ip»n t. f^
room to-night Take the firs7tufn at theto? ? thesteps, cross the large landing-place, and go Lo the

you'tht'-'^'lf;^ *t 'fS^
^''««- Stay,^I «^11 g ve

12 nt%: .^ aV *'"'' P^"'"' I l^eard, at the other

Jheilttn of ,i ^T' "" ff"*"S noise, announcingtue Ignition of a lucifer match, and immediatclv after-v™ tflui" •°^,":fl! '"^ ''PP^"^"''^' ^ -elf favery pretty little jewelled hand, neatly pressed nt *>,«wnst with a very pretty little la^e frill^ Havto;takenthe preferred candle, I thanked my hostess, and eiilvfound my way to the room she had described "eislept most comfortably. In the morning ] was aSedby an old negro woman, who brought m°e a cup of coffeereturning, before my toilet was completed with a nnT!fhandsome ivory-backed hair-brushL Won.?n^ Thefmistress together with her compliments to^kn^ow if Ihad slept well. I made acquaintance with Mrs C heheroine of this adventure, in society afterwards Sh!
lausfhed heartily nt if „-,i „.:,i .iT ,' ?"erwarcls. bhe

^ V — 'h xHu ooiu cue iiaa not Deen in the
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least alarmed. The idea of any one having come in to
rob the house had never entered her head.

Soon after my arrival at New Orleans, I accompanied
Ulonel White on a visit to his sugar plantation, about
thirty miles down the river. He had been away for
some time

;
his arrival in the evening was, therefore,

a signal for general rejoicing among his negroes, who
lighted a bonfire on the bank of the river to ctlebrate
the event. I was much struck at the evident delio-ht
they evinced at seeing him once more among them,°as
the more favoured ones crowded round to shake hands
with him. How different, thought I, from our precon-
ceived notions in England, of the condition of negroesm the slave states of America—an impression still
turther confirmed, when I subsequently visited their
neat little dwellings.

The colonel's house was very comfortable, surrounded
by a beautiful, well-kept garden ; and by his sugar planta-
tion—a very extensive one, and admirably well managed.

±iarly the next morning, a neatly-dressed old neoro
woman, with a coloured cotton handkerchief tied rou°nd
her head, awoke me, bringing me at the same time a cup
ot hot, strong coffee, to assist me in shaking off the
shackles of the drowsy god. I then rose, dressed, and
joined the colonel in a ride through his plantation

:

returned to a capital breakfast ; after which we visited
the difterent houses and machineries connected with the
manufacture of the cane ; the colonel, from time to time
endeavouring to initiate me into the mysteries of suo-ar
At ten o'clock we dined, after which I started off t6
wage war on the snipes, which I found in abuudance in
and around where cane had been, and in swampy patches
where the reeds were cut away. The colonel continued
ridmg about on horseback, contemplatinir the sport. In

4^"'/IV" \"^ ^^^"° "ciu sv tiiiuiv, tucit II was dimculfc
to lind those birds that happened to fall dead ; however,
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on the part ofthe En.lirri ,''" P,'"=' "^ infatuation

where they afaoun^t-drywiUhf'r'r''.*?« P''^^^

to-morrow' The folkZJl" IfSZf^ l^Ton the spot which haH nff^^^oj ? ""* "^« birds

of shots the dly bSe S tW%^' ^''*''' """'''^'

three, and the next dav w ^ ^f* .^' ''"'i *«'
Orleans-I ran out fn^ fi^^^fT ^'"''"g to New
the steamer rrrivrdbvwhfeht'^ l''"'}""

'"''' ^^^^Z
evening. On my rS t N '^

n","*
'" '»'"' '" t^e

grand musical performance ITh"" ?'''T' ^ ^''""^'J "
in process of rehtS for lh»

' *''l"/ ^° Oratorio

to Sefray the exneS of M P"?"'* °^ '^'^'ng f«nds

EpiscopIlian^ChSTn 1' iXVSauTh*' '^'^?
amateurs of the town Ur^ of '

,
*" ^^ musical

oratorio of "David "I^mShtr* S'*,*'»S "P *«
The conductor Mr Courtea, w^

Sigismond Neukomm.
me, requested me to io^n »n^'

° T,^'3""»^°"='i with
of the solo parte •" '

'^'^ ^"""^'^ «« '» ^ke one

.i
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bhortly after this the general rehearsal came off inthe church with organ and orchestra. The choruses

r ''^"'f''"/
;
but the solos were decided faiZes

n,r ""ffi'-",r'f''"°f ^"'"S either sufficiently powerfunor sufficiently trained to support solo parts in so lar^e

oWised to obtain the assistance of the singers of theItal an Opcra-Madarae Fleur Jolie (Prima-DonnaTMadame Pan Mrs. Wilcox, and the tenure, M.DuTt^;
all of whom oftered their services, without remuneration:Ihe basso, however, was too mercenary to follow theirexample

;
I was, therefore, obliged to sing his part aswell as my own. When Goliath,°therefore,^wrdefuncT

I appeared again as King Saul, much to the^us ment
fr'f 1^,V *"'«<''• ^'"> declared that " I to"k avast deal of killing, by G—."

Hn/f"*'°/^
^"'''^ '"=*' '" New Orleans, with my

rl ni; ?"' ^"'T^ "y *'*« ""^y Pleasanti; at balls,

and to^Cv't
""^

'-"^TJ""^
*° ^^^' Pontehartrainand took my leave amidst hearty farewells and faithfu

promises to return again to New Orleans.

CHAPTER II.

EiDation of a Bear
*°*—^'''<''' >""' &>• a" Alligator.-Assas-

havinf^f"^"^ "?*' Mississippi and Arkansor rivers

country, of which I had heard a very eood renort Tn oduced myself to Mr. Keatts, the^^wnerX fi„!
co..oa Plantation, who hospitably welcomed" me to 'his
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honso, and proposed my remaining a day or two witli
Jum, at the end of which time, ho promised to accom-
pany mo to his brother in-law's, about twenty miles
distant, which place ho recommended mo to make mv
licad-quarters. ^

My host's residence was a handsome, comfortable
house bnilt of wood, its hirgc roof and wide surroundino-
verandah rendering it very picturesque. The day on
which I arrived was oppressively hot, so, in the evcnino-
we sat out in the verandah sipping our coffee ami
smoking our cigars, and surveying the lovely moonli.rht
scene before us. The climate was Italian

; in the fcfre-
ground, the moon's rays capriciously displayed the very
boautitul shrubs and flowers with which Keatts had so
tastefully ornamented his garden ; and, behind them,
the colossal forms of forest trees, not planted by man's
hand, bilence, however, was far from reio-nino- over
the scene

;
my European ears being bewildered wfth the

C[uaint, yet not discordant cries of the Whip-poor-Will
interrupted every now and then, as if impatiently and

w^ii' ^' ^7 ^^ ""'^ ""^ ^'^ "^'''^^ chatterer, Whip-poor-
Wills-widow*—sounds differing so much from those of
our httle musical birds, as strongly to remind me of
absence from home, of a new world, and of a creation
where " night unto night showcth knowledge.'' The
hre-flies, too, literally "glanced among myrtle-boughs,

* Tlio mip-poor-Will is rendered Interesting by tlie invsterious
veneration m wliich he is held by so many of our fairTendHaArkansas who evidently although unwilling to confess it) deemhim a bird of ill omen. He is a species of the Goatsucker tribe oja dark brown-colour, with black stripes, and curiously mottled ; headnot so dark, Avith an enormous mouth ; a strong bill, slightly curved
nt the extremity

;
and is furnished, no doubt for the greater facilityof securing his prey, with long whalebone-like hairs extendingbeyond the bill. He feeds on insects, is seldom seen on the wing

Thl Wh^ ''''^'?VM,.^'^^?^'^*^
the ground, and like a swallow.

S'42I^/J:^2^YJ'iLri^77^ --y ^^- ^^l ^ut perhaps ^
"-•*''«"*« <^i?vvico, rtuu uui< ao large.



DEER SIIOOTINQ.

or two witli

c(l to accom-
twcnty miles

to make my

comfortable

J surrounding

The day on
the evcninof,

r coffee and
:ly moonlij^ht

in the forc-

tyed the very

[eatts had so

chind thcra,

ed by man's
.'igning over

red with tlic

p-poor-Will,

aticntly and
Whip-poor-
rom those of

mind me of
f a creation

'dgo/' The
rtle-bouQrhs,

he mysterious
Fair friends ia
ifess it) deem
icker tribe, i>f

mottled
; head

lightly curved
freater facility

irs extending
\ on the wing
ke a swallow.
ut perhaps a

29

as if distracted by the incessant cheeping of giVantic
grasshoppers. ° ° ^

Two days afterwards, we were joined by Keatts'a
brother an excellent deer hunter, and we all three
moved off next morning on horseback to the brother-in-
law s with guns, saddle-bags, &c. ; and, on the next
day after our arrival, sallied forth to commence our
Jiunting

;
Kcatts, who, though an excellent shot, was

not a stronr^ man, or capable of enduring much fatio-ue
taking my double- barrel, intending to operate with buck-
shot, while his brother and I shouldered our rifles.
Alter riding for a few miles through the most beautiful
and likely forest, and along glades of inviting scrub-oak
we came to what is called a deer-lick. These deer-licks
arc either deposits of salt or patches of land stron^rly
impregnated with salt, to whicli the deer are attracted,
probably by feeling themselves surfeited with the rank
gra^s on which they browse, for they generally feed earlym the morning and late in the evening, and the time
Avhen tliey are chiefly to be found at the licks, is after
noon and before midnight.

on^'-'lifV^r^^"^"'?'"'
^^'^' we unsaddled our horses

and picketted them, and contrived, by lighting a fire to
windward of them, and supplying it with t heap of green
wood, to envelop the poor animals in the smoke it
created m order, as much as possible, to protect them
from the attacks of the flies, w^ich piwe a perfect pe^n this country. This accomplished, Keatts clambered

2.'"i •?!, i'''";^';''^"'"
"" S^^^ vi^^^ of the lick,W tfl

^y ;do^ble-barrelled gun, while we, with omlong rifles, went to seek our fortunes in a rather more
laborious way.
We agreed if possible, to meet on the bank of a little

stream, and ha t for mid-day, it being then the hei'htof summer. After each hfrA T^nnf^d ..j.. ^'^^T°^
„,,-„„^ £ 11 -..,..vva a\jlUi; wine Uli-
succcbsiully, we met at our rendezvous, but had hardly
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lighted our fire when we were roused by the snorting,
and whis hng of a deer. I raised myself slowly on one

wn'.r .V iT*'l^' ^t'' ^'' ^^"^^ b^""d away back

Ho ^ni' if'*' f^'•.t'^^ ^ ^"'^ ^^^^^^ ^»s shoulder.He dashed forward with his head thrust downwards for
a few paces, rolled over, and expired. I was rather
pleased at my success, and immediately set to work atskinning him, alas ! how awkwardly ! I had more dif-

^^"^/a f "'^'"^'^^ *^^^'^^^ ^^*«"^ *h^t ««« deer, than I
should have found, twelve months afterwards, in shred-dmg off the hides of two bison bulls. But, ihouXmy
companion assisted me, we had hardly flayed and Sut up
our game, when I heard my double-barrel go off with atremendous report. -Hullo, Harry !'^ ! exclaimed?

not riUr' nni'"
'*'.°°° ^'' ^^ S^^" '

I ^"^ «"^^ airs
not nght and, so strongly were my suspicions raised,
that we both started off to see whether anything realW
was the matter We were not far from the deer-Hck
where we had left Keatts, when we heard him as we
approached feebly calling, -Held! help!" and found
the poor fellow lying at the foot of the tree in which wehad left him perched like a squirrel that morning, butnow hardly able to speak from pain and exhaustion, and
a hne fat buck (much larger than the one I had killed)ymg about fourteen paces off. The catastrophe was in
this wise. Keatts, perched up on a branch, contrivedm some way or other to let off both barrels of the gun
together at the deer, the result of which was the simul-
taneous downfal of sportsman, gun, and game. The
poor fellow was considerably hurt, but much more
fughtened; fortunately, however, no bones were broken,
which, from the height of the branch and the distance
he must have fallen, was rather surprising. We paid dear
for our sport that day. Poor Keatts was laid up in ordi-

'^fl^^\l'^^''V^^
of weeks at least, and I had the felicity

wcjjiu.^g, "-J I'^'vi uuuuiu-wiirrei eaattered to pieces

w

m
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dccr-shooting f„r a few days lon<rerafter Tvl ich my friend was obliged to return to onek h.3
p antafons. The house o°f his bro W-in-law

h^L„Vf ""' T " P''''^'""' ^"^PtMe cottage! andhimself an excellent sportsman. We rose at dav-breakbreakfasted at sun-rise on fried venison and pork eomdodgers and coffee, and then sallied forth to Sur shoo^ing, seldom returning before supper-time aftervarfo,

»

success sometimes unfortunate, and sommlS
Ihorses heavy laden with the spoils of our hunt Afterupper we used to chat over our adventures for awMemd then turned in for the nicrht.

'

One evening we determined to go out pan-huntin<r >•

ifT °f
?r^Vhi<='>. for the edilcationTmy breth^'en

Wata t',-,1 \ ^"?1*'°' .^ """=' endeVvour
pxplain. It 13 a method of hunt ng deer at ni'-ht An

brd "in r? ft\'' 'r=
="'=\ -"i"S -" handle^'i^K t .. Wf f i"""*^

""^ ""^ '^ft *»"Wer
; near

CtiLlf- w ^""^^
^''iP' ">« handle is a small pro-

S i k e- ^ P**^ '^ '"'^^ ''i"» buraing pine knotsjrhich being saturated with turpentine shod a brmitnf»Dd constant light all round, shining kVotL eves ofknydeer tha may come in that direction arfd makns
unou "o tV"'" '='"! "' ^ The off:ct irmosf

brTmnch fl^ I
"'l^<=<'»^t«'ned to it, and surprised me

bv^hS T l*'''
*""'

^^^L^
^'^^ ^a-ae and stared at

Ibi t I co^u";,J-^y
nfl«> a^ed as well as I was

kX't lii^ , ,
imperfectly trace the line of mv^gbt, although marked with chalk (a plan we admt

itfw """? ^''<' ^""^^^ by night n England) and

d ano°l7at"ll''-'f?
buc/bou^nded offunlSdtts

tat night
'' ""^''^ ^ ^'^ "* tolerably fair shot also

Mjr friend, however, bagged one. wherennon w» h.u^
»u "avmg lighted our fire in a nice spot'sur^oundrd
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by giant trees, sat down by the side of it, and, lulled by
Its cheerful crackling, alternately dozed and chatted till
i torgot my disappointment at failing in pan-huntin<r
and composed myself to sleep. My companion, how^
ever, having killed his deer, was in great spirits and
talkative

;
so finding it quite impossible to baulk his

communicative humour, I roused myself by fillincr and
igliting my pipe, and made up my mind to listen.
Well, now; I vow,'^ said he, -this pan-hunting is

an almighty dangerous sort of thing, only to think on
what happened the major about this time two years

"

(My readers must know that the major in question had
that morning breakfasted with us.) ''

It's not for-
gotten yet

; we rile him still about it.'' '' Well "
I

rephed, " I remember you alluded to something this
morning which had happened to him that seemed tome to amuse you much more than it amused the major.''
Amused him

!
he exclaimed, - well, now, I'll tell

you the whole perticklers, and if you think it ought to^ve amused him I'll eat my hat, and that's a fact.
Well, now

; here goes. About this time two years the
major takes it into his head to go out pan-huntincr •

now, he never was at no time anything of a hunter m
no-ways

: but away he goes one dark night, and' as
soon as he sees glaring before him the eyes of a fine
tarnation big buck, he draws his bead (a?iolice sio-ht of
rifle) upon him, and downs him. Up gets anothe?, and
ofi- a little w;ay. ' That must be the doe,' think^ the
major, so he loads up, and away he goes after her, and
soon comes up facing her again: crack goes his rifle
again and he downs her too. Well ; he thought hehad P ayed this time, so he makes his way home, fixes
himself a stiff" drink, and into bed, and in the mJrnino.
starts a couple of niggers with an old horse to brinS
home the meat

: but, behold you ! no tidings of the
deer, so he goes off himself and when he got to the
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SUNDAY IN ARKANSAS. S3

place, Holy Moses ! what should he see, stark and stiff
before him, but his beautiful brood mare plummed riohfc
between the eyes, and about twenty steps further the
foal, too, dead enough this time, and no mistake."

Soon after the completion of my friend's story, mean-
ing dawned—Sunday morning! None can so well
appreciate ''the breezy call of incense-breathing morn "

as those who liave felt the bracing influence of a fine
night's sleep in the forests of the West. The blue
robin flutters among the boughs; the mocking-bird
ridicules the jay's cry of disappointment at the still
unripe fruit

; the woodpecker hammers for his food on
tlie liollow trunks of the decrepit giants of the forest •

earth and air are again full of life.

'

The rich vegetation in this hot climate, and its rapid
decomposition and reproduction, give birth to a vast
quantity of insect life, for the consumption of which
nature has provided great numbers of the different
species of woodpecker. This bird is furnished not only
with a formidably long bill, but with a tongue which he
can protrude considerably beyond the extremity of it,
and which is armed with barbs enabling him to reach
and spear the insect at once in the decayed wood
between the clefts of the bark. If he cannot, he taps
away on the hollow part, making a sufficient concussion
to detach his prey from the bark inside and cause it to
roll down into some cavity or place where he can secure
It

;
for, unassisted by liis wings, he has the power of

running all over the stems of the trees which form his
hunting-grounds. In addition to this faculty, he is
enabled to maintain a stationary position by forcing the
stifi featbers with which his tail is provided against the
inequalities in the bark : besides this, he is further
assisted by the backward growth of two of his claws,
llie hnest specimen of thesfi hirrls ia *-.h« Wnmr.k^ii
woodpecker, whose operations I have often watched
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with much interest and amusement. By sikkuv^ hig
bill on dillerent portions along the stem of Oq tl^°^ he
eeeins, by the sound, to discover Avhero a hollovr exists
and the moment he is satisfied of having- found a valu-
able place, like an accomplished little woodsman, the
bird drives his powerful bill, causino- the chips to fly.
till he lias succeeded in hewing his way into a luxurious
colony ot insects.

Wc secured our horses at sunrise, packed our solitary
deer, and returned to breakfast. All the household we
tound busily engaged in making the necessary arrange,
mcnts to receive the preacher, a most excellent, humbleman who undertook four different districts of the
country, visiting eacli place alternately once a month.
1 was surprised at the number of our little concn-coation
many of whom had come from some distance °to attend!
llio discourse was both instructive and void of preten-
sion, commencmo. and terminating with prayers, partly
from the Church of England LiUirgy rliid^)a;tly ex^
tempore. When it was concluded, we all sat down to
Uinner. At each side of me was a fine bloomino-
Arkansas lass, who had ridden twenty-four miles throuo-h
the woods to this primitive, but sincere, service.

Ihe afternoon of the day following I occupied in
cleaning my ritie and splicing the handle of my fire-
pan, and at night started off again with my kind host
to make a fresh attempt at this, to me, novel and
amusing way of hunting. We proceeded on foot to a
favourite lick for stags ; for, strange to say, there are
some hcks to which stfigs only repair, and where a doe
IS seldom or never found. Near this we halted, and
collected, and with our little axe dressed up the pine
knots lor our hunting-pans, besides a spare supply
which we kei)t at our rendezvous. The night was most
favourable, being pitcli-dark, and after creeping about
tor some time, I beheld, from tho h^rht. fbmwn fvom ^i"
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pan, a pair of shining balls of fire moving up and down
a short distance off. At first I took them for fireflies

;
but, on more attentive observation, I saw, by their
simultaneous motion, that they must bo the eyes of a-
deer. After groping a little farther in that direction,
the eyes again appeared

; and as they began to approach,
the distance between them seemed gradually to increase,
hke the lamps of a travelling-carriage to a spectator
watching its progress towards him, till the animal came
so near that I could trace his outline ; so, lioldino- my
pan steadily on my shoulder with the left hand, I raised
my rifle with the right, the barrel resting in the notch
before mentioned, and suspecting, that, at night, from
not being able to determine the hind sight, one is apt to
shoot high in catcliing the front one clearly, I aimed so
low that I could hardly, from force of habit, persuade
myself to pull the trigger. When I fired, the deer gave

^

a convulsive bound into the shades of night, and I
thought he was lost. Presently, another came ; and as
soon as he approached within about thirty paces, as
well as I could judge by the appearance of the e^es (for
I could not see his outline), he began to snort and
whistle, ''Wheeoo, whoo," which indicated plainly
three things to me :—First, that the deer I had just
tired at was struck and bleeding. Secondly, that this
one smelt the blood. Thirdly, that there was, there-
lore, no chance of my getting a nearer shot, and that I
had very little time to lose if I intended to fire at all
1 therefore drew up my rifle, aimed a foot under the
eyes and pulled the trigger. All was silent : the eyes
had disappeared. I lictened eagerly, but heard nothincr,

rX?-u f°^"^'
^^^ "^^^^^^ ^ ^^"^ ^^^^' '-^'lien I heard

Ihibault fire
; the wounded buck ran in the direction

ot a pool of water, in which 1 soon heard him kicking
and splashing. I put down my pan, and rushed to the
place, and my friend coming up at the same time, wo

d2
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eecured him, and drew him away by a circuitous route
out of the neighbourhood.

I had resumed my hunting-pan and rifle, and was
leaning against a tree, when, like some phantom, the
Jaint dusky outhne of an enormous stag walked noise-
lessly up, and was actually passing me. It made me,
trom the high state of excitement in which I then was
almost superstitious enough to fancy him the departed
shade of an ancient denizen of these primeval forests.
I fired rapidly as he passed in front of me. On receiv-

J!!ll-\ ? i!

he rushed violently off; but from the waym which I heard him thrash the bushes, I knew I hada good chance of finding him at daybreak. I had hardly
loaded again, when three or four pairs of glowing eyes
presented themselves, glancing about in several diri-W \f \^ •

''¥''/® '^^* ^* ^°®' ^hich fortunately
brought the animal down on his tracks : hearing him
strugghng on the ground, I feared, by the soundt that
fie was not for one moment safe; I then threw down
nfle and pan, and rushed up knife in hand. It was
fortunate that I did so, for the stag was recovering rnd
|ust as I had seized him with my left hand by o^Ae of
his horns, which being then only in the velvet, it brokem my grasp, so that I was compeUed to drop my knifeand hold on to him with both hands, hoUoai^ loudly
for assistance, till the animal tore the front an°d sleeve

filh7f\ fw^^^' iT^''^^ ^"^ ^^^« «^^h a powerful

ffi!' f/*i^^^
'*

'I'*
^''° ^'' '^^iba^l*' ^ho came up,

attracted by my shouts, and stabbed him through the
Jieart, I should not only have lost my stag, but have o-ot
the worst of it into the bargain.

^ ^ *

beilf'.lTil.t'r^
^ •'''' ^"''^'^ '" "^^^^ ^^^ daybreak,bmng all this time m suspense as to the result of m^SJ r *l '*?i'
^^* "^""^^S beamed at last, when,S '^T t.f?t Jl?^f-^l^¥^/--nc^^ ou;— " '"""^ ^"® ^""S- ^^^i^ 1 nad iireu at struck
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from where he had received the ball, and was lying dead.
The second had faUen upon the spot, the bullet having
parsed through his head. Thibault found the third -2
and a most splendid animal he was,—the largest buck
we both agreed, we had ever seen. I have shot a great
many since then, but never one of so great a size
Altogether, we numbered five capital fat bucks, one two
years o d, one three years old, two four years old, and
one colossal old patriarch, whose head, however was
no use for my collection, his horns, at this time of
year, being mere soft excrescences.
We had hard work to skin and cut up our game

before the flies came to .orment us ; when just as we
Had hnished, a friend roue down to the scene of action,
leading a couple of spare horses for us. So we jogged
off home m high spirits to a late breakfast, at a little

t
alter eight, and after stretching and nailing up our
deer-skins, and canvassing our night's adventures.
James Keatts, who was sufficiently recovered to move
back to his plantation, and I took leave of our kind
host and hunting companion, and departed in different
directions

;
I carrying, as trophies of the hunt, seven-

teen prime skins which I carefully saved, July being the
best month m the year for buck-leather.

'

.
Shortly after I had parted from Keatts, while walk-

ing one day through the woods in the neighbourhood ofLake Jefferson looking for deer, I perceived the smell of
smoke, which I found proceeding from a fire that had
been piled up with green wood, and to leeward of which
1 saw, with great satisfaction, three fine deer, who had
evidently taken up this position to screen themselves
trom the attacks of the flies which plague them greatly,
and cause their heads and ears to be in constant motion!m lact, it is the f.wifnVn'n"- of ^-^^ -«-- -^ - J-— ^i -

nine times out of ten, betrays his locality to the eye
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of an oxporionced hunter; for tl.o oyo, from lonR pnc-
txoo, acqunca a habit of seizins; instantly on cverv
objoct miuotion so as to occupy its utmost attention
until It 13 satisticJ as to tlio canso of the movement
Asani, nature lias so assimilated the colour of all
tliu creatures ot her animated world to those of the sur-
roundinj; vegetation, that, divested of thoir distin-uish-
ins attribute, motion, it is difficult to detect '"themhven anions *'>« scanty vegetation in our northern
latitudes, our expcnonee testifies in favour of this
remarkable provision, by which animals without much
Ine.ins ot defence are enabled, in some measure, to evade
their many enemies.

,>u'h
!!.'"'/« ^?r ?' *" " "'0'""'i'n in the highlands

either ot Scotland or other countries (for there is agroat similarity in all highlands, both as regardstr aumials and vegetation), you will notice a grada-
tion eolo rs Jrom the base to the summit : at tl?e baseand where tlio ground is dark, the moor-fowl and iSeawear Ae same dark hue, the former so nearly apprS-ng the colour ot the gromid as not to be discerniblo
unless ,1, motion. Higher up the monntain, if I erea e vast tracts almost destitute of vegetation, and w"er^ho prevailing colonr of the rock is^lue or grey, IheJoyou w,

1 find hares of the samo hue, commonly caMblue hares. Among some of tlie sombre clM^ in themountainous parts of Ireland, black rabbits ™e found
!• urther up again, when we ascend the mountains ?hatarc cajiped with never-yielding snow the lian;s fof
course more seldom met w'ith) a?e gene ally pur'whiteBut the most rem.vkablo instance is that of ZIZ'-m.gan whieh seldom or never quits the snowy pe^aks

m t.U ?.
" -iil^'ts n,"'l 'n'pearance the same; it is

-. 1.1 |....oLw, tuu vnxi wecomos siightJy tinged with

m
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brown and grey. All sportsmen know how diflicult it

is to discover a partridge, which thus in comparative
safety seeks its food, from the wonderful combination of
colours in its various brown feathers, which are striped
with straw tints, thus coin})lcting the similarity in the
bird's appearance to the stubble which surrounds it.

Neither is the rank and wild vegetation of a tropical
climate disobedient to this law ; enabling the spotted
leopard to lie liidden by leaves when crouching along the
horizontal bough speckled with lichens and discolora-
tions in the bark, and screening the striped tiger with
the similarly vertical reeds of an Indian jungle.

But to return to my uarvative : I stalked noiselessly
up to the deer, hiding behind the trees, and taking
advantage of their heads being turned away to gain a
nearer and a nearer tree, till at'last, well in shot, I iired
at the nearest, which fell unobserved by the others, who
merely gave two or three graceful bounds, and, but
sliglitly alarnud by the report of the shot, recommenced
feeding at a little distance off. So, having quietly
loaded, I crept round, and had effectually, as I fancied,
concealed myself behind a good-sized tree, when one of
them suddenly turned and stared straight towards my
cover, evidently suspecting something wrong, and trying
to make me out. As ho "stood facing me, I fired, the
ball passing through his throat and stretching him life-
less. The third deer did not stop to inspect his fallen
comrade, but sprang off at full speed. 1 was very busy
skinning my prizes, when a negro man arrived from
Keatts's on horseback, with a double-barrelled gun across
his saddle (a most rare article in those parts) and lead-
ing another horse for me to ride back to his master's.

I did not, however, fancy rcturnino; home that night,
so, as I was near the lake, and the sight of " Snowball's
scattering-iron " made me feel inclined for a little wild-
fowl shooting, I determined, though in a very fever-and-
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ha^less sumptuous in consequence ot the gun not having
been held straight, or the birds having been wild. Your
fair lot is cast in the lap of England, a clime where
running is unnecessary—fatigue is unknown, beyond
that wholesome amount of exertion which is just suffi-
cient to put you in wind and spirits for the merry dance
that winds up the evening.

Such thoughts as these were passing through my mind
as I sat by my solitary fire, but they presented them-
selves in much more forcible contrast on subsequent
occasions, when I found myself, after an unsuccessful
day's hunting, tired, cold, and very hungry in the wild
plains of the Rocky Mountains.
On the present occasion, however, being very com-

fortable and amply provided for, I lit my pipe and
mixed myself some grog from the contents of Blackey's
whiskey-bottle, and having drawn one of the charges of
shot from my double-barrelled gun, and in its "place
supplied one of swan-drops, I laid it beside me, and had
sat smoking and musing for some time, when I per-
ceived a pair of eyes shining very brightly in the fire-
light a short distance off. I was puzzled, for they
seemed too low to be those of a deer; and when I took
up my gun they disappeared. Presently, however, I
saw them again

; and it then occurred to me that they
might be those of a wolf, attracted probably by the offal
of the deer close by

; so I retreated a little way, leaving
hun a free passage, to encourage his nearer approach,
stationing myself, at the same time, in a more favour-
able position for a shot. By-and-by, I descried the
faint outline of some crouching animal stealing towards
the place where the offal lay and affording me a fair
broadside. I fired, and saw no more of him ; but I
thought it prudent to wait till daybreak to commence
my search, as I did not much like undertaking it alonem the dark

; so I contented myself with a slight sketch
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of whiskey-and-water and another pipe, and lay down
to sleep. In the morning, I discovered how fortunate
I had been

;
for, a short distance off, and stone dead,

lay a splendid panther. I was greatly elated by m^mght s performance
; and instead of starting off alono-

the lake as I had intended, I remained to carefully flay
^ff and stretch my panther s skin ; which done I re-newed my fire and cooked and ate a comfortable break-
last. 1 hen, having arranged everything to my satisfac-
tion during my absence, I took the double-barrel and
sallied torth for some duck-shooting.

Several species of ducks are to be met with on the
lakes and morasses in this part of the country. I was
lortunate enough to come across two or three different
ones m the course of my morning's sport. One was aspecimen of the pin-tail duck, a fine but very shy bird •

his plumage shaded with the most beautiful browns
mtermixed with white. This duck has a remarkable
black patch picked out with white on the back of his
neck, long black feathers in the tail, while his head is
ot soit rich brown colour, and exhibits altogether a veryHandsome appearance. Some wood-ducks also fell tomy gun this morning, very handsome fellows, with

f^l^t f'li? ?J''"''''^*'
'\"^ ^ ''^'^' '^''V^ reaching

from the bill to the eye and beyond it round the neck!
1 hey are web-footed, and provided, besides, with tole-
lably strong claws to enable them to perch on trees Ibagged five or six, but lost several, as I did not dare
venture too far into the water, on account of the alli-
gators Securing all I could reach to my belt Iwalked back to camp, and on my way shot a good-sized
rattlesnake I tried to skin him," but the flies forcedme to abandon the attempt, from which I was indeed
still farther discouraged by my having blown the head
to pieces and so rendered him of little use or ornament
to my collection.

F
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I found my host himself awaiting my return with the
horses, greatly delighted at the fall of the panther, ag
he had been a considerable sufferer from the depreda-
tions of similar animals, and I had the pleasure of fight-
ing my battles o'er again as we rode home togethel- to
his house.

I will close this chapter by recounting two hunting
adventures of my brother Frederick, who, the year pre-
vious to my departure for America, had hunted a good
deal on the borders of Lake Jefferson, in the Arkansas
country. After my return to England, we often talked
over our adventures together

; so I have determined
to chronicle the following for the entertainment of
my readers, as nearly as possible in my brother's
words :

—

''One day, when comfortably seated with Jackson
and his family, in the neighbourhood of Lake Jefferson,
a little nigger come running in, shouting, ' Oh, massa '

terrible big alligator
; him run at me.' When we gotmm to speak a little more coherently, it appeared that

he had been bathing in the lake, and that an allio-ator
had suddenly rushed at him, and when the boy,°who
luckily was not in deep water, had escaped by runnino-
to land, the brute had actually pursued him for some
distance along the shore. We instantly loaded our
rifles and started off in quest of the monster, accom-
panied by the boy, who came as guide. After carefully
exploring the bank and reeds, though unsuccessfully,
we concealed ourselves, in hopes of seeing him rise to
the top of the water when he thought the coast was
clear

;
but as we waited a long time without any result,

we proposed what certainly was a most nefarious project-
namely, to make the boy strip off his clothes and start
him into the water again as a bait for the alligator.
It was some time befnrA wo /.mil/l r^^4- 4-1,^ U-.,. t^

round to our view of the matter ; his objections to our
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plan were very strong, and his master's threats failed
completely, as indeed they generally did ; for he was the
kindest-hearted man in the world to his negroes. At
last J coaxed him with a bright new dollar. This
inducement prevailed over his fears, and the poor boy
began to undress, his eyes all the while reverting alter-
nately from the water to the dollar, and from th? dollar
to the water. We told him we did not want him to gom so deep as to be obliged to swim. ' By <ro\h then
mcgofordoUare;' and in he walked, but °had hardly
reached water higher than his knees, when crash went
the reeds and the little fellow cut in towards our place
of concealment at an astonishing pace, pursued by the
alligator The savage beast, as before, came right out
on the bank where we nailed him with two capital
shots through the head, that eflfectually checked his
career. He struggled violently, but uselessly, to reo-ain his
congenial element, and, after two or three furioul lashes
of his ponderous tail, sullenly expired. The triumph
ot the boy was complete

: had he, like another infant
Hercules, strangled the alligator with his own hands, ho
could not have been more delighted : he yelled outMe so berry glad,^ tumbled head overheels, walked
on his hands, and exhibited everv symptom of nio-rrer
joy. ^ J I CO *

'' Shortly after, a settler on Lake Jefferson hearing
of my success, asked me to assist him in attacking- a
large black bear that had done a great deal of miscluef
and destroyed several of his pigs. Jackson had often
pursued him, but the brute had always succeeded in
dodging his attacks, sometimes beating off the doo-s
before he could come up to the scratch, at others evadin^r
the silent stalker m the high reeds of the forest. As I
had never had the good luck to fall in with Bruin,
though I had often seen his tracks, I gladly consented
and we lost no time in setting off. •' Here m the

mi
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bmtes tracks again,' he exclaimed, as he pointed to
some footprints, evidently those of a very large bear,
and \vhich he immediately recognized as belonging to
his old enemy. ' Look to your caps, and make sure of
no snapping,' said he, as he put on a fresh one • '1
guess this lad is not to be triiied with/ On we went
on the tiptoe of expectation, until the tracks at last led
lis into a dense cane-brake, where we could make but
slow progress, and had to use the utmost care to avoid
making an alarm from the rattling of the canes. Unfor-
tunately, at last, one of us trod upon a horizontal stick,
which snapped loudly, and we had the mortification of
hearing Brum start off with a growl and a crash throuc^h
the canes close ahead, but of course unseen by either°of
us. It was of no use to pursue

; we could only creep
slowly on, while he could run like a dog through a field
of grass.

"Poor Jackson! how I pitied him: he looked at
me, the picture of dismay, with his eyebrows up to the
roots of his hair. I consoled him by proposing a new
hunt at night, and, after holding a council of°war, we
decided on adopting the following stratagem:-—R. Jack-
son knew a favourite pass of the bears, from the cane-
brake to where the pigs were in the habit of feedin^r in
the wood

;
'so,' said he, ' we can set my rifle for him

and the old musket that my father took from an
Indian to whom it was given by the Britishers ; so now
we 1 slope home and fix them off, as you say, to-morrow
night.

" On reaching his house, I looked up the musket in
question, an old George III. Rex ; and what with clean-
ing, repairing and setting up the tackle for fixing both
It and the rifle, it was late in the afternoon of the next
day betore we started with our apparatus complete. The
nile we set next to the cane-brakfi ns wa w«ro «ft.- «ii

our work, not quite sure that the old musket would
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go ofiF (time and rust havino- destroyed almost all the
steel faciiiiv of the hammer), but v>c were determined to
try It at all events, after the trouble we had had; so we
placed it further towards tlic wood, having loaded it
with live drachms of powder, a ball, and twenty buck-
shot. All being arranged to our satisfaction, we retired
to some distance to await the result *

'' The night was bitterly cold, but we dared not light
a fire near our bear's path, and, what was worse, we
could not prudently smoke

; so, being without that pro-
tection, and armed only wfth our knives, we thought it
safest to climb a tree close at hand, out of the way of
bears, wolves, and panthers. We sat on a branch till
far into the night, hearing no sounds but the cry of the
Whip-poor-Will and his widow, the howling of wolves,
and the dismal hooting of the owls. At last we began
to get very drowsy, and could hardly prevent ourselves
from tumbling off our perch, whispering from time to
time, 'I fear he's not coming to-night;' or, 'I don't
S^ve him up yet,' when snap went the cap of the rifle !

Mutual ejaculations of disgust escaped us, for we fancied
our main hopes dashed to the ground ; but they were
scarcely uttered, when we heard brave old George III.

* I might as well perhaps take this opportunity of initiatiuo- my
brother-sportsmen into the mysteries of setting a spring-gun or
rather what is termed a spring-gun in Arkansas. The stock of agun 13 firmly lashed to a tree and tht muzzle to a stake firmly
driven into the ground, the gun being adjusted so as to point at
right angles to the path the animal is expected to take, a id pre-
sented at such a distance from the ground, as that, when disciiarged.
It should lodge Its contents in the region of the heart. A fine strin^
IS then attached to the trigger, and passed round a piece of polished
stick behind the trigger, and then passed forward again beyond the
path the animal is expected to take. The opposite end of the string
IS then fastened to a tree at the opposite side from thf un The
string must neither be slack, nor have any strain on ii, otherwise
the gun will not remain on full cock. When the animal passes, his
j;iicsc comes agam^it the string across his path, a slight push sti-ains
It sufficiently to draw the trigger, and he is a gone coon.
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^0 off with the most tremendous explosion. We scram-

)led down instantly, and ran to the scene of action,

knife in hand. As the niglit was very dark, Jackson,

|cnowing the ground better than I did, got there before

me, and while endeavouring to follow him, I heard a

fearful cry for help, succeeded by a dead silence. I ran

ip to the spot, and came in for such a scene ! the bear

|lying dead, and Jackson prostrate upon him, paralyzed

|with fright, caused by his having run against the bear

in the dark, and rolled over the carcase, naturally

:nough fancying the bear a living beast, and himself a
|dead man. 'My God, are you hurt?' I exclaimed;

^)ut found, on raising him up, neither blood aor broken

)ones : in short

—

** 'The man recover'd of the fright,

Tlie hear it was that died.'

" The old flint musket had done its duty well, and
planted bullet and swan-drops just in the mortal place

behind the shoulder. Soon afterwards, morning dawned,

and we returned to the house well repaid for our night's

watching. Our host was greatly elated at our success
;

ibut I, who had not suffered the loss of any pigs, felt

I rather ashamed, I confess, of the share I had taken ia

the assassination of the previous night/'



48 BAMBLES AND ADVENTUKES.

CHAPTER III.

Mammoth Cavea.-Stukctite Architecture—Ancient America -Rambles in the Earth -Mummy found.—Subterranean Ball.-
St. Louis Hunting Club.-A good run.-A fat Buck killed -
Co3ai

^""^ers. -Kentucky talked down.-Amerioan Fur

I LEFT off hunting in Arkansas with reluctance

;

tout as 1 knew that an expedition was preparinrr to
start from Independence for the Rocky Mountains, I
thought It best to see about getting up the Mississippi
a^mn Finding, however, wlien I reached St. Louis,
that 1 had still some time to spare, I resolved on an
excursion to Louisville, en route for the Mammoth
Oaves of Kentucky.

Louisville is a very pleasant, flourishing town on the
Ohio

;
and as I had several letters of introduction I

made the acquaintance of some very charmino- people
and was so fortunate as to find many of them also on
the eve of starting for the caves, where the fashionable
watering-p ace and summer residence of the haute xoleem Louisville is situated.

^
Arrived at our destination, I presented my letter of

introduction to the great Doctor Cronan, the famous
iEscu apius and proprietor of the caves, which are
^irectly on, or rather under, his property. Dr. Cronan
has built a most extensive and comfortable hotel, com-
prising, all the luxuries of baths, a fine large dinint.-
room and splendid ball-room, with a gallery at one end
tor the orchestra, which includes some first-rate German
brass-instrument players. The whole range of buildinag
forms three sides of a square, built of wood, and most
mvitmgly cool and comfortable.

The caves are a few minutes' walk from the hotel
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ou descend to the entrance by a flight of steps, about
forty feet deep, at the end of which you are handed a
lamp. .A.t first you descend gradually along a wide
passage, which soon terminates suddenly in an extensive
cavera, so vast that its sides are scarcely visible by the
faint light of the lamps with which each visitor is pro-
vided. The earth is rugged and broken, and intersected
by rivers, two of which are crossed in a small skiff.

On our first day's excursion, we followed one range of
the ramifications of caverns and passages to the end,

inhere it terminated in solid rock, a distance of more
than nine miles underground. We entered the caves
after breakfast, and did not return till eight in the
evening, after a subterranean walk of eighteen or nine-
teen miles, up and down hill, over shingly mountains,
along torrents, and across rivers of subterranean waters;,
sometimes squeezing our bodies through passages like'

mere fissures, then suddenly emerging into a vast cavern,
similar to our Matlock Cave in Derbyshire ; sometimes
through a corridor resembling the shaft of a mine ; and
finally over a range of shingly hills some hundreds of
feet in height.

We caught some fish with a landing-net in these
rivers, and found them, by a wonderful dispensation of
nature, without eyes or any organs adapted to the recep-
tion of light. The stalactites in some places present a
most fantastic appearance, covering the roof and sides of
|the cave with beautiful and delicate wreaths of flowers,
%arkling like alabaster and as white as the driven
snow. In one cavern, about 1 20 feet in length and 60
in width, they descend and connect the roof with the
fround, thus forming the cave into a perfect old Gothic
church

; each pair of the massive natural columns
iorming at their junction with tbe roof a complete and
-fWSy«MfV» VJ-A til Cli. Vil.

From the appearance of these stalactites, the Doctor

E
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told me that opinions had been formed by geologists as
to the probable age of the caves, and periods long ante-
cedent to the creation of man have been pronounced to
be the date of their formation. It is said that they
must now have been in existence 25,000 or 26,000
years. The columns measure, as well as I can remember,
about fourteen feet in circumference on the averao^e. I
can scarcely venture an opinion upon this subject myself
but certumly the manner in which the Mammoth Caves
were formed appears to me to have been due to volcanic
agency, by which, in the first instance, cracks or fis-
sures were produced in the crust of the earth, and
att-erwards cleared and enlarged by the action of water
Among other objects of interest are still to be seen

several remnants of mummies, indicative of a very
early state of civilization, and probably of an era lono-
anterior to that of Indian tribes, dependent altoo<ethe?
tor subsistence on the resources of hunting. The limits
ot these notes will not allow of my ent£i-hi| into a
discussion on American antiquities, but^many who
have studied the subject with much attention, ao-ree in
believing America to have been discoveredJby°Euro-
peans centuries before the. arrival of Columbus, and
testify to the evidently Roman character of remains
still apparent in the state of Ohio.

Little doubt exists as to the fact of these caves
Having been formerly inhabited, as hearths, evidently
constructed with a view to cont^n fires, have been
tound m many of the passages ; but no conjecture can
be made as to the period of their construction, save
that they exhibit no apparent traces of European con-
nections.

Some time after the discovery of these wonderful
caves, an American gentleman of the name of Ward
who, by all accounts, must have been a very couraoeous
ana experienced explorer, undertook, with a number of
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men, to trace out one or two of the numerous ramifica-
tions

;
and although they adopted every precaution that

prudence could suggest to facilitate the retracino- of
their steps such as marking stone flags at the passages
by which they should return, with hands pointing and
arrows flying towards the direction of the caves' mouth
yet they were very nearly lost, and did not emero-e from
their rambles m the "Inferno" till long after midnight,
most of their lamps having burned out, while many
were the apprehensions of their never again beholding
the light of day. The account of this exploring expe-
dition strongly reminded me of the warning of Glaucus's
daughter to ^neas

—

Facilis descensus Averno,
bed revocare gradum, superasque evadere ad auras.Hoc opus, hic labor est.

'

5 So few traces of the mummies are no^v left at the
places where they were discovered, that althouc^h my

J cunosi% yms much excited, I could not find sufficient
da^a to compare them with Egyptian ones

; splinters of
beech bark and shreds of flax cloth were the only traces
1 could «nd

;
but I read with much interest Mr. Ward's

description of a mummy found, which he was allowed to
. caiTy away with him, and which I will here transcribe:-

/V"^"^ f^""^^^
''^^''^ '^^^ ^^e* "^ lieight, and so

found it^ The Jiair on the back part of the head is
rather short, and of a sandy hue ; the top of the head
IS bald, and the eyes sunk into the head ; the nose, or

w/nf .1, i'^
IS cartilaginous, is dried down to the

• bones of the face
; the lips are dried away, and disco-*

Zf'J'"' 'Vi ''''^' ^^^^^ ^' i^^ry. ^The hands

^luT' '^ ^ y'"°S P^^son
;
but the teeth are worn asmuuii ao m a person at the age of fifty.''

E 2
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Doctor Cronan deplored the loss of this mummy,
^hich was so perfect. Near her were found many
curious little objects, totally dissimilar to anything

Indian ; among which were a carved wooden cup and

a little reed whistle.

During my stay a new crevice in the rocks was

observed, and, after some perseverance, was made pass^

able, and found to open into a large gallery, in some
places of considerable size, in others diminishing in

neight and width. It extended about five miles, and
was terminated by a piece of subterranean water and
solid rock.

No species of vegetation grows in these caves, nor

did I even find any kinds of moss. The temperature

is always uniform, uninfluenced by that of the external

air, which renders them, consequently, comfortable in

winter, and delightfully cool in summer. The air inside

is very pure ; so much so, that invalids have tried the

experiment of remaining for weeks underground, and,

notwithstanding the inevitable gloom that must have
attended their sojourn in such a dreary abode, have
found themselves greatly invigorated, and their appe-
tites much increased. One gentleman recovered in a
most wonderful manner, after a residence of several

months in a cottage there, which was pointed out

to me.

The young ladies had, the year before, voted it too

hot to dance above-ground, and had actually planned
and given a subterranean ball ; choosing a very fine

cavern, spacious enough, but not too large to admit of

its being properly liglited, and having a boarded floor

laid down for the occasion. I saw some vestiges of the

arrangements still remaining ; and my fair friends

assured me that as soon as their numbers were a little

more augmented by the advancing watering-sea '^on, they

intended to give anoi-her, and were kind enoi ^rh to f\r'aaa
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me to stay for it. Our evenings during my visit to the
caves were truly delightful, and passed away but too
rapidly between music, dancing, and moonlight rambles
amidst the delightful scenery of that lovely spot. I
tore myself away with regret, and returning to Louis*
ville, took boat up to St. Louis.

As soon as I arrived there, I commenced preparationg
for my Rocky Mountain expedition, and provided myself
with everything except horses, which I learned were
much better, and more easily procured in the neigh-
bourhood of Independence. Having still two days to
spare before the departure of a boat for the latter place,
I accepted an invitation from Mr. Cohen, the president
of the huntiiig club at St. Louis, to join their party in
an early hunt next morning in the Illinois country, on
the opposite side of the river.

At four o'clock, therefore, next morning, and sorely
against my will, I was obliged to jump out of bed, to the
music of old Mr. Cohen's horn. I dressed with all speed,
and on going down found a very line horse (though
rather too fiery a steed to shoot from) waiting for me In
the street. 1 took my double-barrelled gun, which I
had repaired and set to rights after its fiill from the tree
in Arkansas. The rest of the party, about six in
number, came dropping in one by one ; we rode down
the river for some distance, to a ferry, where we crossed,
with our horses. The ferry-boat was worked by a pair
of horses in the stern, pacing round and round as in a
mill, and, working a kind of capstan, so impelled the
boat backwards and forwards. Landing on the other
side, we found ourselves in the free state of Illinois,
and the dogs waiting for us.

Before proceeding very far, we came to a most in-
viting country for game—beautiful rich pasturage,
broken by wooded glens; affording at once feediRg=
ground, shelter, and water for deer. At that season of
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the year, however, the grass is unfortunately so high,
that, even when on horseback, it is very difficult to get
a fair sight of the deer ; for, as they bound off, it closes
so rapidly behind them, as merely to afford a snap shot
in their direction.

We put the dogs to in a beautiful glen of birch and
scrub-oak, ranging ourselves along the outside of the
wood on the high grassy plain, about sixty or eighty
yards from one another. Presently we heard them give
tongue

; every gun was cocked, and all eyes strained to
catch a glimpse of the deer, when an old buck bounded
out of the cover at a grand pace ; his horns, however,
were covered with velvet, for I could see the shreds
hanging from them even at the distance I was stationed.
Bang

!
bang ! went old Cohen's double-barrelled gun,

but the deer bounded on unhurt ; then, suddenly turn-
ing, ran thu gauntlet past two youn^* men, escaping
four shots more, and went off uninjured, leaping grace-
fully into the air now and then, as "if in conscious pride
of the daring feat he had performed. Whilst we were
drawing another cover, similar to the first, several of the
party got snap shots at outlying deer; but they likewise
escaped. My horse had, unfortunately, such a fear of
the gun, that once, when a doe started up near me in
the long grass, the brute, anticipating the report of the
gun, wheeled right round on his hind-legs, turning my
back to the direction in which she was making off, and
so lost me my shot.

About three-quarters of an hour afterwards, much to
my surprise, I heard, as I thought, our dogs givino-
tongue at a great distance off, and in a totally differeni
direction from that where we were drawing cover. I set
off at full speed, and in this particular found my horse's
performance fully equal to what his appearance pro-
mised, for he took me through the long grass, which
nearly switched my eyes out, to the wooded hills on the

i
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other side of the plain at a clipping pace. As T neared,
the baying of the dogs came louder and louder. " Have
I a cliance of cutting him ofiV thought I to myself
as I urged on my horse, whose bottom was wonderful.
At last the course I was pursuing as most likely to
effect my object (which, after all, was a complete
chance), led into a wood too thick to allow of anything
of a pace on horseback ; nevertheless I dashed on, barely
slackening speed till absolutely compelled to stop by
some fallen trees, when, throwing myself off my horse,
whom I left to his own devices, after a short run on foot
I was crossed by the stag in full career. I took a snap
shot, and struck him in the flank, being blown a little

by riding and running. He turned and was soon lost
to view. On going to the spot where I had fired at him,
I saw some blood, which made me hope that the dogs
miglit still find him ; so, drawing my knife, I blazed a
couple of trees, and went back to look for my horse,
whom I fortunately found with very little trouble. I
Iiad scarcely mounted him again before I heard the
sound of a horn in the rear, and to the left on the hill-
side, and a shout of, " Who fired that shot V "I !

"

I replied
; and, on riding up, found, to my astonishment,

that I had fallen in with quite another hunting party,
and another pack of hounds. I immediately apologized,
and hoped I had not spoiled their sport. To which the
owner of the dogs and the horn replied, " You are most
welcome ! your deer's here ; a very fair buck. I guess
you were near missing, though. Only for that one
buck-shot through the kidneys you would not have got
him. There are one or two in the paunch, but of no
account. We had lost him but for you. How was you
so lucky as to fix yourself there below, and all V I
explamed the_ whole matter in very few words ; where-
upon they insisted on my stavimr with them and sbarmo"

„ tlieir corn-cake, cold boiled pork, and whiskey, on the
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plea that I should lose myself in going back to look for

my own party, but in reality to exercise that innate love

of hospitality for wb'di all the Americans are so justly

celebrated. They oven commenced packing the deer
upon my horse ; but I would not hear of it, and insisted

upon the right of its belonging to the owner of the dogs.

We then sat down to a capital lunch, near a running
stream, which afforded us the ** cold wHhout " to qualify

our whiskey, one of the party good-naturedly oifering to

accompany me afterwards to the ferry to show me the
way, as I had made such a round in the course I had
taken in my pursuit of the stag ; which he not only did,

but also crossed with me. 1 think, however, I was
indebted for the society of my entertaining companion to

the bright eyes of a very pretty widow, who presided at

a bar on the Missouri side of the water, and to whose
bar he insisted on taking me, in order, as he said, to

treat me to a particularly fine whiskey cock-tail ; after

which I shook hands with him, and rode back to

St. Louis, leaving him to bask in the sunshine of the
little widow's tender glances.

I rejoined my hunting companions of the morning at

supper, at the planter's house, which was my hotel.

They were surprised to hear of my afternoon's adven-
ture, as they fancied I had gone home long before. We
spent a noisy evening, towards the termination of which
a most singular bet was made. Old Mr. Cohen was
universally considered a great talker, so much so, that
he even admitted it himself ; but this evening a formid-
able rival appeared against him in the person of a strange
character from Kentucky, who fairly met him on his

own ground, and after supper evinced such unceasing
powers of conversation, that old Mr. Cohen was unable
to get in a word, and was fain to claim a hearing.
*' Let me speak, let me speak," he gasped several times,

but with no avail ; till, at last, the fool's argument was
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resorted to, and a bet made which should talk the
longest. An umpire was chosen to determine which of
the two loquacious combatants should be the winner

;

but, as might naturally be supposed, none of us had the
patience to sit out the contest, so we went off to bed,
leaving a plentiful supply of brandy, sugar, and iced
water. Next morning, at a quarter-past five, victory
was declared for Missouri, the umpire returning at thafc

hour and finding the Kentucky man fast asleep in his
arm-chair, and old Mr. Cohen sitting up close beside
him and whispering in his ear.

I started next day up the Missouri river for Inde-
pendence, where I arrived in less than a week, and met
the party with whom I intended to travel across the
prairies.

Every year, at the beginning of September, the
Anierican Fur Company sends off an expedition to the
difierent trading posts on the banks of the Missouri
and Yellow Stone rivers. This caravan is composed of
the traders, workmen, artificers, and hunters of the
company, who go up to their forts or trading posts
according to their engagements with Messrs. Pierre,
Chateau, and Cie., of St. Louis, who constitute the
branch establishment in that town. The goods con-
veyed into the Indian territory for the purchase, or
rather barter, of furs and skins, are brought up the
Missouri from St. Louis in a steamboat once a year.
This vessel starts in the early part of May, at the time
most fitted to take advantage of the rise in the upper
Missouri, caused by the melting of the snows on the
Indian plains and the Rocky Mountains ; and, after
depositing the various articles and wares for barter with
which it supplies the trading posts, terminates its voyage
at Fort Union, at the mouth of the Yellow Stone, where
that river falls into the gi-eat Missouri, arriving thither
about the end of July, at which time the Missouri feels
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the rnaximum accession to its waters. The mouth cf
the Yellow Stone is upwards of 2,000 miles from St
Ijoiiis; this distance, therefore, is accomplished by the
intrepid little steamer, throuorh a most difficult naviga-
tion and against a current runnin- six miles an hour,
within the space of from seven to eijrht weeks : the
descent occupies about ei.o-ht or nine days. This steamer
carries up all the articles most prized by the North
American Indians, with the exception of ardent spirits
or any intoxicating liquor. I could hardly detail all the
artichv. brought up for the fur-trade ; but the principal
ones are guns powder, lead, coffee, sugar, tobacco, and

Ki
' 4 1'-!'''^'i

^""^ S'"''" ^^^"^^^«
'
^Iso vermilion and

blue and white g ass beads. The articles obtained from the
Indians in exchange are chiefly baffalo-robes and the
undressed skins of elk, deer, antelope, wolf, with a few
of the grisly bear The rarer and more valuable furs

W flT?
/'' '^"^ Purchased for the continental market,

by the Hudson s Bay Company, whose territories lie tothe northward-the climate of which being so much
colder, produces furs of still greater value.

CTcnerally speaking, the colder the climate the more
valuable the fur. Even the same animal in the sZe
region will bear a far more valuable fur if the winter
reaches a greater intensity of cold than what is ordinarymthe districts

;
so much so, that connoisseurs in fura
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respects, but bearing on her graceful shoulder a long
atrip of painted rubbish, imposed on her, no doubt, as a
real sable boa, but to the eye of an obseiTing admirer of
handsome furs, as easily distinguishable from this as is a
printed calico from a Chinese crepe shawl.
Why do our ladies adopt the sable (which compara-

tively is not a valuable fur) to the utter exclusion of the
more rare as well as beautiful kinds ; such as the black,
blue, and silver-grey foxes ? If these were but a little
more seen and known, I am certain the taste of our
countrywomen would no longer fvllow the Hudson Bay
Company to send them to foreign countries in search of
purchasers more capable of appreciating them.

CHAPTER IV.

Old Mr. Kipp.—Preparing for the Start.—Mormons.— Camping at
Night.—Duck-shooting.—Gigantic Vegetation.—Prairie on Fire
—Fort Vermilion.-Scalp Dance.—A Dog Feast.—A Woman
bought and saved.—Hint from a Bullet.—Fort Pierre.

I LEFT the river steamer at Independence, and made
my way over to the farm of Mr. Kipp, a member of the
American Fur Company, and leader of the autumn
expedition every year into the Indian country of the
Tipper Missouri, which escort it was my intention to
join in the first instance.

Mr. Kipp was a hardy old veteran, who, althouo-h
upwards of sixty years of age, used every year to ride
from his farm, near Independence, up to the mouth
of the Yellow Stone river, a distance of 1,500 or 1,600
miles

;
he had already ridden this journey upwards of

twenty times in so many successive vears. returnino"
down on the Fur Company's barges or'mackinaw boats
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every summer to St. Louis, in charge of the skins and
furs obtained by the traders from the Indians.

I arrived in the midst of his preparations for his

journey, and obtained his assistance in purchasing

horses. This delayed us for one day, so that we did

not leave till the 2nd of September, a date which I

remember from his observing to me that it was the first

time for many years that he had failed in getting under
weigh on the first of that month. Our travelling party

consisted of about seventeen or eighteen ; namely, old

Kipp, the leader ; Mr. Murray, a Scotchman in the

service of the company, and in charge of Fort Alexan-
der, on the Yellow Stone, the trading post of the Crow
Indians, who was also on his way up to that post ; v>^e

were accompanied by a hardy set of Frenchmen (almost

all the employes of the company being French), some of

Creole and some of Canadian origin—the latter techni-

cally termed voyageurs—docile, patient, enduring fol-

lows, with constitutions like iron, well practised in

journeys of this kind and character. Each man was
mounted, and led a second horse packed with his clothes

or provisions, or whatever might be wanting on the

journey : one of these men was assigned to me to mind
my packhorse and carry a spare gun ; and I found old

Alexandre a most amusing and useful vagabond.

We had grand confusion at starting—kicking horses,

obstinate mules, packs slipping off, &c., with the usual

amount of oaths and maledictions ; but things fell into

working order after a while, and we continued our course

without much further disturbance.

For the first two or three days our route lay through
a very thinly-inhabited country, with farm-houses at

intervals, at which we put up for the night as we went
along, and at some of which we found capital quarters,

both as regarded board and lodging ; of the latter, Mr.
Kipp, Mr. Murray, and I availing ourselves, while the
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men camped out. We passed through a good deal of

country inclosed and cultivated by the Mormons. I

need not here mention their peculiar tenets in religion,

for they are tolerably well known to most of my readers
;

nor the various enormities of which they are accused

;

such as holding a plurality of wives, &c. At all events,

they are an indefatigable set of men, agricultural as well

as religious enthusiasts, and the pioneers of a future

civilization ; for the day is not far distant when, by
their means, the Red Man and the buffalo will be swept
off the face of the earth. The last sp'^t where we saw
white faces was the Council Bluffs, the trading post and
the residence of a government agent, where we remained
a day supplying ourselves with coffee, sugar, and biscuit,

salt pork, and beans, as we did not expect for some time
yet to reach a good hunting country.

I will give here a discription of our first night's camp,
which will suffice for all, as each night's work was little

more than a repetition of the same operations. A little

before sunset, we unsaddled and unpacked our horses,

placing the packs and saddle of each rider in a separate
pile, at equal distances, so as to form a circular inclosure

about ten paces in diameter ; and after watering and
*' hobling'' the horses, i.e. attaching the fore and hind
legs on one side together by means of an iron chain, with
a leathern strap round the fetlock, to prevent their stray-

ing, we turned them loose to graze ; not till then con-
sidering ourselves at liberty to attend to our own comforts.
Our first business was, then, to cut and gather wood, and
to light afire in the centre c*^ the circle, fetching some
water in the kettles, and putting the meat on to cook,
and making our beds of saddle-cloths, blankets, and
buffalo-robes : this done, we roasted our coffee-berries,

and having wrapped them in a piece of deer or buffalo
skin, and nounded them on the stiimn of a tree with tli*^

back of a hatchet, put them in our coffee-pot and boiled

1
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them ; and the meat beino; cooked by the time tliis pro-

cess was over, and the coffee made, we fell to with great

appetite. After supper, we lighted our pipes, and then

each turned in when he felt inclined, and, with his feet

to the fire, slept as only travellers in the prairie can

sleep. Before day we were up again, unhobled and

watered our horses, loaded the packs, and were all in

the saddle by sunrise. We rode on till about eleven

o'clock, when we camped again for breakfast, letting the

horses graze for a couple of hours ; at one, starting off"

again to pursue our march till near dark.

One day we arrived, a little after noon, at a very nice

situation for camping, near a lake. Our salt meat was

out ; we had nothing but beans ; and, on account of the

Indians having recently scoured the country, we had not

met with any heavier game than ducks and teal ; so the

hunters and I set off to try and get a supply of these
;

but, to my infinite astonishment, I found that neither

of them could shoot on the wing. It was amusing to

see how astounded they were at my knocking over a tine

mallard, that came wheeling over our heads ; they in-

sisted on its being a chance shot, and would not be per-

suaded of the contrary, until I brought down several

successively ; and at last, with a most satisfactory right

and left, silenced their scepticism completely. They were

greatly delighted :
" Mais comment diable, monsieur,

faites-vous cela V said one hardy old veteran to me. I

offered to instruct him, but could not get him to fire

rapidly enough, as he was afraid of wasting his ammuni-

tion, which was very expensive. I remember I had to

work hard for my ducks that evening ; they all fell in

the water, and I had to swim for them ;
but they formed

a sreat addition to the boiled beans we had lately been

reduced to.

Next evening we were threatened with rain ;
and the

manner in which we protected ourselves will show how
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ingeniously travellers in tlie prairies obviate the difficul-

ties which arise. Camping near some willows, we cut
of these a sufficient quantity to enable each of us to
form a semicircular hut for himself, by bending and
sticking the extremities of each osier into the ground, so
as to form a succession of arches

; after which, by
weaving in a few pliant sallies along the top and sides
of this framework, we made it sufficiently firm to sup-
port spare skins, saddle-cloths, and buffalo-robes, under
the shelter of which we crept in and made our beds.

The vegetation in this part of the prairie was very
rank, and in some places giganti?, the grass growino-
over thousands of acres from five to eight feet higlL
For two days we travelled through this, without inter-
mission, occasionally meeting with willows and small
spots of timber. Everything around—-the huge coarse
grass—weeds that I never saw before, rank and tangled
in their unchecked growth—and the eternal illimitable
sweep of the undulating prairie, impressed on me a sense
of vastness quite overwhelming.

One afternoon, on a day when we had made an early
camp, I started with a hunter, to see if we could find
anything to eat with our boiled beans. We had to wade
along through the grass to a range of hills, about a mile
and a half out of the direction of our journey, our pro-
gress being rendered still more tedious and fatiguing
by the old fallen timber-trees, six or seven feet in
diameter, over the trunks of which we had to make our
way, as they lay about in hundreds across our path, over-
thrown by age and tempests. I know not when I have
felt so forcibly conscious of my own insignificance, as
when struggling through this immense waste, and feel-
ing as though I were suddenly carried backward into
some remote and long-past age, and as though I were
encroaching on the territories of the mammoth and the
mastodon. Nor was my astonishment the less, when at
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length we attained the hills, to meet with a success^'or.

of deep dry watercourses, with oaks of enormous size

growing along them, and so close against the steep sides,

that their topmost branches lay on the bank, overlapping

the grassy plain.

I soon, however, abandoned my reverie, and kept a

sharp look out, for we began to see signs of game ;
and,

after a while, were pretty well rewarded for our trouble

and fatigue, by killing a deer apiece, a turkey, and a

blue-winged teal ; but we were dreadfully tired, and but

for a bright moon, could never have ret^^rned to the party

that night. Our arrival was the sig.. 1 for a second

supper, all being eager enough to taste the venison,

which, to men who had lived so long upon beans, was a

great treat.

One night we were considerably alarmed at ^.eeing to

windward of us a lurid glare of red light, by which we

soon knew that the prairie was on fire. We instantly

started up and kindled the grass between our position

and the approaching conflagration, so as to burn away

the intervening material, and cut off the progress of the

flames by depriving them of food, carefully extinguish-

ing our own fire at the same time, of course. It was a

splendid and terribl'^ sight ! The fire did not, in fact,

come within several miles of where we stood, but at

night it always appears much nearer and the danger

more imminent than is really the case. Conjecture was

xife among my more experienced fellow-travellers as to

its cause, >^ut all agreed in arguing no good from it.

" Ah, Mo/.sieur !
" said one old fellow to me, '* les

peaux rouges sent en chemin." He meant the Indians,

and the next day proved him to be right, for on reach-

ing Fort Vermilion (the second trading post of the Fur

Company on the Missouri) about noon, we saw, to our

surprise, from the hil^.s commanding a view of the plain

skirting the river by the fort, the lodges or tents of the

#
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Sioux Indians and some wild creatures, indistinctly
visible in the distance, running to and fro on foot and
on horseback.

I never, in all my experience of life in the prairies,
witnessed the awful wonders of a prairie on fire ; but a
brother-sportsman of mine, who was very near losino-
both horses and mules from a frightful event of the
kind, gave me the following description of his experience
of one, shortly after my return, which I here tran-
scribe:—'' We had seen, during the latter part of our
day s journey, a remarkable appearance in the eastern
horizon

;
and during supper observed a smell of burnino-,

and a few light cinders fell about the camp, and pre-
sently we remarked that the luminous appearance in
the east had very much augmented. There being a
little hill in front of us, we could not see distinctly what
caused it; but having consulted together, we agreed
that it proceeded from a prairie on fire, which, however,
was a long way off. About eight o'clock the smell of
burning and the glare having materially increased, we
walked up to the top of the hill, when a spectacle pre-
sented itself to us the most grand that can well be con-
ceived. The whole horizon, from north to south, was
one wall of fire, blazing up in some places to a great
height, at others merely smouldering in the grass. It
was, however, at least, eight miles off; but%he wind
seemed to set in our direction, so we instantly returned,
and took measures to preserve the camp. We were in a
corner, as it wer'^. on the bank of the stream, with a
good deal of brushwood running up on our left, and the
gTound sloping up gradiiu'ly from the creek to the top
of the hill. Our guides, on looking at the fire, said that
it would not harm us -- Ue n'est rien—le vent change.'
In short, they would do nothing. In about twenty
minutes, however, it approached so near, that there «'as
no time to be lost, and all hands were immediately em-
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ployed in burning a road across the face of tlie liill, so

as to stop the fire at that part. A more picturesque

scene could hardly be imagined. The night was very

dark, but as far as the eye could reach, all across the

horizon, about four miles in front of us, was a broad,

bright, lurid glare of fire, with a thick canopy of smoke

hanging over it, whose fantastic wreaths, as they curled

in the breeze, were tinged with the red reflection of the

flames. Even at that distance we could hear the crack-

ling and rushing of the fire, which, as it advanced,

caused a strong wind, and every now and then a

brighter flame would shoot high up into the black

cloud of smoke over the top of the hill, illuminating

for an instant our tents and waggons in the dark hollow,

and giving a momentary glimpse of the horses which

were picketed on the side of the rise, on the crest of

which the figures of the men engaged in lighting the

opposition fire (which, as it became too extended, they

beat down with blankets, only suffering it to burn a

space about twelve feet broad, right across the line of

the advancing conflagration), stood out in strong relief

against the glowing wall of light beyond them ;
and as

they ran about, tossing their arms, and waving the

blankets and little torches of lighted grass, they looked

in the distance like demons rather than men. We had

no time to look at the picturesque, however, for every

moment (owing to their previous obstinacy in neglecting

to take precautions in time) became more pregnant

with danger, and by the time they had burned as much
as would only about half cover the camp, the fire was

raoiinoj in the bottom at the other side of the hill. I

ran up for an instant to the top, and shall never iorget

the scene. Although still half a mile off, the fire

seemed close to me, and the heat and smoke were

almost intolerable, while the dazzling brightness of the

flames made it painiul to look ai them ; they were in



lie liill, so

icturesque

t was very

across the

3 a broad,

J of smoke
hey curled

ion of the

the crack-

advanced,

id then a

the black

uminating

,rk hollow,

rses which
le crest of

jhting the

aded, they

to burn a

ihe line of

roiig relief

n ; and as

^aving the

liey looked

We had

, for every

neglecting

pregnant

d as much
be fire was

le hill. I

ever forget

F, the fire

noke were

less of the

cy were in

PRAIRIE ON FIRE. C7

three Imes nearly parallel, the first of which was lust
below me, burnmg with a rushing noise, and cracklino-
as It caught the dry grass, that gave an idea of total
destruction which it is impossible to convey, and stretch-
ing away over hill and dale for twelve or fourteen miles
on each side of me, lighting up the sides of the hills
and the little groves of wood far away. The two linesm the rear wore not so much connected, and seemed
rather hckmg up any httle spots of grass which had
escaped at first. Every now and then a prairie hen
would flirr past, flying in a wild uncertain manner, as
It fear had almost deprived it of the use of its wino-s •

wJiile all the songsters of the grove were wheel?n(J
about among the trees, uttering the most expressive
cries of alarm, and the melancholy hooting of several
owls, and wailing yells of the wolves, together with the
shouts and cries of the men, almost drowned occasionally
by the roaring of the flames, added to the savar^e
grandeur of the scene, and one could have fancied the
end of all things was at hand. On returning to the
camp, I found all hands cutting the lassoes and halters
ot the mules, some of which galloped off instantly into
the river, where they remained standing till the hurri-
cane of flame had passed over; the others, seemino-ly
trusting themselves instinctively more to man than°to
their own energies in such an emergency, followed us
up thespace which we had burned, and remained quietly
there trembling indeed, but without an effort to escape.
iJy the time the animals were collected in this spot, the
tire was blazing on the top of the hill, and we all rushed
a\vay with blankets to arrest its progress, if possible, at
the part which we had left unguarded ; all ouv efforts
would have been in vain, however, and our tents and
everything else must have been consumed, but that, just
at that weak noint,. thp o-rnsa «ivl<ionKr i^^^omo +i-'" --j
scanty, with much stony ground, and we had the satis-

r2

Ij
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faction of seeing the flames stopped there and turned
off to the northward along the edge of the brushwood.
It was really terrific to be, as we were, trying to break it

down in the very middle of the blaze (which, after all,

was so narrow that where the flames were not high, you
could j ump across it) ; we were, indeed, nearly suffocated
by the smoke and heat. As soon as we perceived the
fire turned off, we returned to the camp and horses,
and all danger was over; but the sight of the three lines
of fire^ stretching up the rising grounds behind the
camp, just like the advance of a vast army, was mag-
nificent

; and it was still more extraordinary to watch
the manner in which the fire passed itself on, as it were,

m over the tops of the highest trees, to the height of at
C** least forty or fifty feet. The whole scene lasted alto-

gether about two hours, and nothing could be conceived
more awfully grand. The extraordinary rushing and
crackling sound of the flames was one of the most terrific
parts of it, and when one considers that the grass is no-
where more than five or six feet high, it is difficult to
imagine how the flame l)lazes up to such a vast height
as it did. The contrast presented, two hours afterwaixls,
was most striking. Instead of the brilliant glare of the
fire,_ and lurid appearance of the sky, there reifmed
an impenetrable darkness, earth and sky being alike
shrouded in a black gloom, which could almost be felt

;

not a star was to be seen, and the air retained a suf-
focating, sulphureous smell, as if Satan himself had
passed over the earth. We could not distinguish objects
at ten paces' distance, and were right glad when a fresh
breeze came gently breathing over the prairie, dis-
sipating the murky vapours still hanging in tho
atmosphere

;
and a fine starlit sky, with a sharpish frost,

at length relieved us from the close, choking feeling- we
had experienced for hours before. This prairie fire^had
travelled at the rate of five miles an hour, brino-ino- with
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it a strong gale of wind ; for, otherwise, tlie night was
quite calm, both before and after it had passed over."
As we descended the hills, we crossed a large extent of

plain approaching Fort Vermilion, which we found sur-
rounded by the Indian camp. The fort itself was a very
miserable little place, tenanted by a few sickly whites,
servants of the American Fur Company. The surround-
ing Indian camp consisted of a band of 600 Sioux,
including men, women, and children.

An Indian camp is a very striking sight, particularly
in fine weather, when the warriors have returned from a
successful foray, or expedition, laden with spoils and
trophies. In this instance the braves had just come
back after an excursion against the Ottoe Indians, a
tribe living to the S.E., whom it seems they surprised,
and of whom they slew a considerable number. One
poor fellow, from the description they gave me through
the interpreter, must have made a desperate resistance,
mortally wounding one Sioux and severely injuring two
others, before he was overpowered by numbers.

Below and behind the fort were' ranged the Indian
lodges or tents, made of dressed skins of the buffalo, cub
and sewn together in suchamanner as to form, when raised
on the poles, a sort of cone, but open at the top to allow
the smoke to escape. The inmates were all out, arrayed
in all their finery, to celebrate the occasion, and I wit-
nessed the grand scalp-dance which took place round the
scalp of the poor Ottoe, elevated on a high pole in the
midst. The men were dressed in full costume, with
leathers and faces painted either black or red : the
women in red or blue blankets, with their beads, neck-
laces, and embroidered gaiters. The dance was certainly
a most characteristic and novel sight. They form a
circle round the pole on which the scalp is mounted
aloft, standing shoulder to shoulder, and placino; the
feet together so as to touch at the knees and ankles :

p
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they then hoj) rouml in little stoi)S, hardly l)ciitlin«j; the
knocd to tho lucMSure of the most tVantiu bcllowini>; ; the
inni howling " Yo-ho, o-ho-hu," the womon, " Ya-hfi,

:i-h:i-ha," in a honihlu monotonous chant, which with
children Bcreaniing, horses kickin;:;, do«jjs »];ro\vlini;' and
li;j;hting, and drums beaiiny;, formed such a scene of con-
fusion and u])roar as balUed de,scrij)tion. When the
(lance was over, 1 bought tlie scalp, jind also the poor
devil's head-dress, made ol" the Sfalp of a black bear, for

which 1 gave about lifteen rounds of ammunition and a
striped cotton shirt. It is needless for me, however, to

enter into a description of Indian manners and customs
in this place, as they are already accurately and elabo-

rately detailed in Mr. Catlin's admirable work on this

subject.

During the time we halted at the fort, Mr. Kipp,
Murray, and I, were invited by the chief to a dog-feast

:

the meat was really not bad, but at the time it was not
])leasant, as I sat eating it, to see the skull of the unfor-
tunate animal, boiled quite bare of flesh, grinning at us
from a conspicuous place. However, the time was, not
many months afterwards, when I should have been
riglst glad of anything half so good ; and even then, it

was a not unwelcome change from the dried meat we
were eating in the fort. Our host recounted, during
the feast, the wondrous achievements of their war-party,
whose triumphant rejoicings we had just been witness-
ing, telling us that among other exploits they had taken
a poor woman prisoner, whom they were going to put to

death Avith great solemnity. We were, however, I'm
happy to say, fortunately able to dissuade them from
their cruel purpose, and by making a subscription,

Messrs. Kipp and Murray on the par.t of the company,
and I, on my own account, bought her from her enemies
and set her free at night. I am sure my readers will be
.i;lad to kuovr that," as I afterwards learnt. &hfciue iioc
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safely home to lier husband and children, who had
luckily escaped the massacre. She ran all niglit, and
lay concealed during the day, and guiding her course by
the stars, regained her own tribe at the end of two days
and two nights, half-starved, but very happy.

Next morning, on rising, we found three of our best
horses stolen

; fortunately, however, they were none of
mine, which was the more lucky as I had but three,
and none therefore to spare. In the night the Indians
had rooted up the pickets of the fort in front of the
horses' heads behind the stable, got themselves in and
the horses out. " Well, well

; goodness gracious me !

"

exclaimed poor old Mr. Kipp on seeing how an entrance
had been eflected. I endeavoured to console him by
tolling him what a proof it was of the uncertainty of
human affairs, since on leaving the stables the previous
evening he had even taken the precaution of locking the
door bffore the steeds were stolen. AVe found tliat it
was not the Indians camped around us who were the
culprits, but some audacious rascals who Lad pursued
us a long way, and had, no doubt, been unable to carry
out their plan before, from our guarding the horses so
carefully at night, while out on the prairie. Pursuit
of course was useless. In the evening, however, by
wonderful good luck, the best of the three horses broke
away from his captors, and returned to us of his own
accord.

The following day there was a great council of the
chiefs, at which they determined to start on the morrow
for their autumn hunt. We travelled a couple of days
in their company, as they requested us not to move onm advance for fear of frightening the game, if there
should be any. Accordingly, the following day orders
were given by the chiefs to get under way and take
down the lodges.

The whole labour of erecting the lodgvs or tents in
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the morning and taking tliem down at night devolved

on the women. The poles which support the tents form

the carriage on which they are drawn, together with

pots, kettles, children, puppies, &c., by the horses and
dogs ; the women being also obliged to harneps the dogs

and horses, untackle them, water them, and catch them
;

the men all the time sitting still and looking on.

The moving of the camp was a very pretty and
striking scene. Behind the mounted Indians followed

those who had no horses ; then, in a long row, the

horses drawing the lodge poles fastened to a straddle,

the other ends trailing on the ground. On these poles

is a kind of receptaclo for the different cooking-kettles

and other property. The dogs are harnessed in like

manner, and horses and dogs keep an unbroken line,

together with their attendant women, who have very

severe tasks to perform. Our day's journey was not
very long : the men rode in every direction, looking out
for buffalo ; but as yet without success. Next day a
halt was ordered at about ten o'clock by the chiefs, who
gave strict orders that no inmate of the camp should
proceed beyond a certain distance, and that all dogs
straying out of bounds were to be shot. The young
men went out again after buffalo. My horses were
tired, having come such a long journey, and as I did

not expect to meet with much game I determined to let

them rest, and set off alone with my double-barrelled

gun to look for ducks along a little creek, near which
we were camped.

I had not gone above a quarter of a mile when I was
suddenly startled by the report of a gun just behind me,
and a bullet whizzed close past my ear. I turned
quickly round, and saw an Indian lower his gun, having
hred at and missed me. I easily came up with iiim as
he was attempting to load, and completely cowed him
by hoidiiig the muzzle of my gun to his face, with both
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A VALUABLE RETRIEVER. 73

barrels cocked, making him knock under in very quick
style. An old Indian, who fortunately happened to be
near, and seeing things were taking a serious turn
between us, came up, and by signs explained the matter.
The fact was that I had not understood the proclama-
tion of the morning, and had unintentionally trans-

gressed it, and this was their way of letting me know it.

It all, however, terminated very well, ana most fortu-

nately for me, to whom the consequences might have
beon fatal, and I took the precaution of getting the old
fellow who had acted as mediator between us to accom-
pany me for the rest of the day under pretence of
picking up the ducks. I found him quite invaluable as

a retriever, for he recovered several birds that I should
otherwise have given up for lost. One duck, in parti-

cular, late in the evening, fell under a bank ; when I

got tired of searching for it, the old Sioux would not
give it up, and after three-quarters of an hour's wading
above his knees in water, pulled it out, much to his

own satisfaction and my surprise, from under the oppo-
site side of the river.

No buffalo had been seen when we arrived in camp
that night. Mr. Kipp, Murray, and I, had quite a
laugh at the Indians as we plucked and boiled the small
game I had brought in. I did not fail, however, to call

my old retriever, and make him sit down and share,

on which he exclaimed *' How

!

" and seemed much
delighted.

On the morrow our troublesome companions the
Indians took a more southerly direction, leaving us to

go our own way, which we were not sorry to do. We
continued travelling all that day and part of the next,

when we came in sight of two or three Indian lodges.

On going up we found that one of them belonged to an
Indian whom old Mr. Kipp knew, and whom he had
formerly seen at Fort Pierre. He invited us into his
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Infnf *I T;,' ^/f'"' '''?'"S *'"" ^^ had made a goodhunt and had fat meat in his lodtre • and therp fJlll
first time in my life, I tasted b^uffalo m at 'To savwhat I think of tsflayour and its excellenee would bibut to repeat all the encomiums npon it that I hw!

:"rtS :nd7h
'*
f

''^''"''y thMsfieaH
plonle 'l-'h^fi

•^'" "?•'"? '^.^'^^ '^ ^^'ri'^ty »s most

tharof t,!r^wl '' r".''"^^
'^'^'"°'^' ''"d »»^e like

snneriori v1^/r " ^H' ^^ ^"* " ^as a decided

tnose Hho even feast immoderately upon it.
°

onwa^s''ttrr^''"?r''"''-^'; ^'"^''^"' ''"d t^^elled

Xre the A V r»?*!'l ^° '','?°"^ '" *« Missouri,wnere the A. F C* tried to establish a form, for which

form n ''t
*"°Sht Pecdiarly favourable he rive

^Z^'ZV -"T^^'^
substitute for a fence, on ITlsides, rhe project succeeded for awhile, but the dwdatory disposition of those most incorri,ible untame

tf *'IT'/ ''i-'^"''
^^n broke out^ TCkmedthe cattle, burned the hay, and stole the com when

TClTfV'^ *'l^ ^"li?^^"- to offer it'orlk
k1 1,! •. V •

,*'i'"^'"^'
"'"' tempora

! mores '

"

bought It back from them at a blanket or lorroundsof ammunition a bushel.

h,Jt'"'„n'^f/'T'"'^.^
""^ ''^'"« opposite Port Pierrebmlt on the other (i. e. south) side of the river We

to tak^T, tT "'
?

^°""'''' °" ^Wch they s'ni bol

fa^sr rd'=vr:-cfbi7S^^d-

timber .i foct high, driven well into the ground. The
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roofs of the store and trading houses are attached to two
ol the sides with the stables, straw-yards, carpenters'
and blacksmitlis shops, and a dairy for such cows as may
escape the marauding hands of the Indians. A flac^staff
gaily rigged, stands in the centre of the square, and the
wiiole establishment has a most inviting look to a set
ot weary trave lers on jaded horses, and who, with the
exception of the aforesaid buffalo feast, had not fared
over well for many days past. Here, therefore, weremained a day or two to refresh the horses, which were
looking miserably worn and thin, and to revel in freshmeat and new milk for the benefit of our own health.We retailed, of course, all the news from below, which

te B •
' ''''' -^^ *' "'' ^'^' ""^'y acceptable here:Major Drips was m commarid

; had been in his youno-er
days a great loader of trapi^ing-parties in the mountains
and was now a sober, steady trader.

CHAPTER V.

Clear Atmosphere.-See Buffalo—Arrival at Fort Union -Buffalohunting.-Wmter sets in.-Hunting Party-E^e W^WarParty -A Race for Life or Beaih.-W^tonSZV^^
S10UX.-A heroic old Bull-Domestic Calves and Bison Buu!

We left Fort Pierre on the 5th or 6th of October topursue our journey, and generally found timber to campm for breakfast at mid-day, and also for supper and
sleeping at night, but were much inconvenienced bywaut of fresh water, which disagreed with old Mr. Kinnand many of the men. We had long entered the hi4
prames. rhe atmosphere in these regions is extremely
healthy, and its effect upon the constitution ^nm^^.h\d
woiiucriui; so much so, that persons never suffer from
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coughs or colds
; the complaint is quite unknown. Ihave frequently m the morning risen from a sound

Bleep, under a down-pour of rain, and found my shoulder,
on the side I had lain m a pool of water ; hive got upand ridden on, cold and shivering, till the sun rose and
his genial rays thoroughly warmed and dried me ; and
yet have taken no harm. So clear is the air, that the
natural range of sight is greatly extended, and distant
pbjec s may be clearly and easily seen, which in these
IS ands, or in tlie States of America, it would be impos-
sible to recognize or define. It is almost like lookin-
through a telescope.

^^

Another peculiarity is the great difficulty a person
unaccustomed to the prairie finds in ascertaining the
rcla ive distances of objects, and consequently in estimat-
ing their size I have frequently made, myself, and seen
others make, the blunder of mistaking a buffalo bull
lor a crow, or more frequently a crow for a buffalo
bull My readers may be inclined to smile at this •

but I will answer for it, that if any of them have ever
stood upon the sea-shore with a sailor, and compared
tlieir estimate of distances with his, they will have
found a considerable difference, and so it is upon tho
prairie.

^
The eye ranges over a sea of short wavin^

gTass without a single intervening object to afford i1
the accustomed means of estimating relative size and
distance. The appetite in this healthy region is also
greatly increased, and I have been told by American
pliysicians that many are the instances where consump-
tion has been completely eradicated from the constitu-
tions of people travelling up into these regions, even •

under circumstances exposing them to very creat
hardships. j b ^^

The difficulty of finding water here seemed rather on
the increase, until late one day we saw a herd of
antelope, always a sure sign of its not beino- very f\ir off
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The next most important thing was to find it, as one
of the party observed. "Never mind,'' said old Mr.
Kipp

;
" leave the horses to themselves, and they will

find it.'' We dropped the reins upon their necks as
he directed : one or two of the old stagers pricked
up their ears, stood still for a little while, turned aside
from the course we were pursuing, and walked us
straight to a beautiful spring. It lyas the only pure,
fine-flavoured water we had enjoyed since leaving
Fort Pierre, and we had entirely to thank our poor
suffering horses for finding it. We accordingly camped
here for the night, but as there was a scarcity of
timber, we were obliged to make our fire of dry buffalo-
dung, of which there was abundance, and which proved
a very tolerable substitute when gathered in sutKcient
quantity.

We were now advanced some considerable distance in
the country of the buffalo, but had not as yet met with
any. The next day, however, before eleven o'clock,
we actually did come in sight of the long-wished-for
game. At first the dark grotesque outlines of two old
out-straggling bulls loomed over a rising hill; they
remained a moment to contemplate us, and then cantered
off" at a very leisurely pace, tossing their great heads at
every stride. We allowed them to go unmolested, as
few of our horses were in condition to follow them, and
we were in hopes tliat, by waiting a little, we might
come across some cows, which would prove a much
greater prize to us. But we saw no more that day.
On the morrow, Mr. Murray and I observed a bull

in a ravine, so we stalked and shot him ; but he proved
BO old, lean, and tough, that we left him to the wolves.

It is almost unnecessary for me to give any descrip-
tion of the buffalo, as both he and his habits must have
so often come under the observation of my readers in
the writings of travellers and the descriptions of natu-

I 'i

1!
i.
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rahsts. It should, however, be remembered, that the
animal commonly called buffalo in America, is the

nlf^' J^""""^ ?^ '' *^" ^^ ^^'^ l^^g« breads of our
cattle they are larger and deeper in the body

; the
shoulders and fore-quarters being very heavy, and the
hmd-quarters very light. The full-grown bull is im-
mensely shaggy especially about the head, which is
covered with such a vast quantity of fur, wool, and lon^r
liair hanging down over his eyes and almost concealing
the horns, as to give it the appearance of being one-
third the size of the whole body. In the winter month
he is covered all over with thick, long, and curly fur-
V. maxie of light-brown hair and fur, like that of a lion
only larger envelopes his neck; a long glossy black
beard hanging from his chin, like a deep fringe,^sweeps
the ground; which, with his savage-looking muzzle
and prominent black eye flashing between the tangled
locks of his hair, give him altogether a most fcrocfous
appearance In reality, however, he is a timid animal,
and It is only when he imagines himself unable to escape
tliat he becomes desperate, and therefore dangerous
rom his immense strength. Finally, this strange-
looking creature is supported on short slender le°s
more resembling those of a deer than an ox, and fringed!
like his throat, with masses of coarse shining black
Hair about a foot long, as far as the knee ; his hind
legs being so bent under him and so slight, as to ^ive
at first sight the impression of weakness, as if over-
weighted by his huge carcass

; an impression, however,
soon effaced when you see him gallopping up a steep

ledge that would scarcely afford footing to a goat. The
cow is swifter than the bull, and much smalle? ; she does
not ca ye unti fully four years old, nor does the bull
breed till nearly that age. In winter, strange to say,
tuey mie-rate nor^hwar/i onA /.,^^l„^i. ,-^ -,„--,4r- i

"^

J Q i-.,<,.u, i„ri,^ vviicv/v xvi great uumoers



BUFFALO HUNTING. •9

,
that the

a, is the

ds of our
ody

; tlie

', and the
ill is im-
which is

and lonff

oncealing

iing onc-
er month
urly fur;

of a lion,

3sy black

B, sweeps

: muzzle
5 tangled

ferocious

animal,

to escape

ngerous,

strange-

ler legs,

fringed,

g black

his hind

[
to give

if over-

lowever,

a steep

narrow

;. The
he does

;he bull

to say,

umbers

on the banks of the Missouri, to find shelter in thember, and browso upon the willows, or coarse grassstill uncovered by snow. Taken altogether, thev are acunous and mteresting animal, and uncom^^ good

at plt'irninn^t ? *•" ^^'^ "^ ^'^^"^ ^« ^^ved
1 J . .

'°"' ^'^ termination of our iournev ri<rhtglad to rest ourselves and our tired horserwho\oled
miserable enough and scarcely able to survive"he winterI'ort Union is situated about three miles westward ofthe junc ion of the Missouri and YeUow Stone riversand built in a similar style to Fort Pierrl iH "theAssincbome territory, and is the depot of the Fur Com!pany s trade through the Upper Missouri.
Several of the principal Indians came to welcome oldMr Kipp, who was a great favourite. There were twobands, one of whom had pitched their lod%s aboutthirteen miles below the fort on the river anhlf/^la!!

settled themselves about six mile7aWe'the fort t tl
ZtTn ti,:? na^ 7^^ '" ''""^""S the buffalo Ibun!w l^ f P

t'
"^ *? <"'™*'7- -After a day or two'srest, therefore, I started off with the hunter of theZ?« 1««^t/f them. The day was very fine Ind werode each a hack, leading a hunter (o7runner) Wehad not gone more than three or four mS whenwe came in sight of a very fine herd of buffalo randn"

n l^r/*"'"!,*
•^•"'- .^'^'"S ^»""= distance3^

in order to avoid giving them the wind, and screened bvsome hills and broken ground, we approached as near alwe could unpcrceived
; then dismounting from ou?hacks we tightened the girths of our rSnners Zmounting them, prepared f^r the chase. mZ'o ourloaded guns in rest, we started at full speed. Awav

plam followed by us in hot pursuit. We soon nvpr.
hauled them, and continued loading and firing aw'ay
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into tlie herd. My companion shot two, but my first

attempt was a total failure ; however, I was more fortu-

nate the second time, and brought down a fine four-year-

old bull.

Buffalo-huntinp; is a noble sport, the animal being

swift enough to give a good horse enough to do to close

with him ; wheeling round with such quickness as to

baflfle both horse and rider for several turns before there

is any certainty of bringing him down. Added to

which, there is the danger of being charged by one old

bull while in pursuit of another ; this, however, they

will not often do, unless when blown by the awkward-
ness of a bad hunter, in chasing them too far, when they

turn and get desperate.

The first object in approaching a herd of buffiilo

should be, to get as near as possible before charging

them ; then, rush in with your horse at full speed,

single out one animal, and detach him from the herd,

which you will soon do, and after a turn or two be able

to get a broadside shot, when you should endeavour to

strike him behind the fore-shoulder. While reloading,

slacken your horse's speed to a hand gallop. The gene-
ral method of loading is to empty the charge from the

horn slung round your neck into the palm of your hand,

whence you can more easily pour it down the barrel

;

you then take a bullet wet out of your mouth, and
throw it down upon the powder ; by which means you
avoid the necessity of using the ramrod, a most incon-

venient process when riding fast on horseback. I found
it from experience better to dispense with both powder-
horn, ramrod, and copper caps altogether, and use a light

self- priming flint gun, carrying the powder loose in the
skirt pockets of my shooting-coat, and thereby having
no further delay than to thrust my hand in for it and
empty it down the barrel of my gun ; accuracy in quan-
tity at such close quarters being of small importance.
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^/-^^

despatched from the fort for the purno e of t/t*° f™^'

1 wiJl state two instances in which I mva«lf o„„ fi
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snperiority fully established
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was killed Fn due"^St^t^^l^
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had been reckoning on the treat this would afford them,

sat down in high expectation of the ensuing feast ; but

after eating a little while in silence, gradually dropped

off one by one to the bison meat, which was also on the

table, and were finally unanimous in condemning the

beef, which they said was good enough, but nothing

remarkable, and the fat sickening. A plate-full of it

was also given, as ordinary buffalo beef, to an Indian

woman in another room at the fort, on the same occa-

sion : she pronounced it good food, but, said she, " it is

both coarse and insipid," and the fat, if she were to eat

much of it, would make her sick.

I mention these circumstances, having been one of

the very few who have seen the comparative merits of

the two meats tested by Europeans, Americans, and

Indians at the same time, and heard the unanimous

verdict in favour of the wild bison.

Not many days after my arrival at Fort Union,

winter burst in on the vast region of prairie, bringing

all its terrors with it. A snow-storm of three days'

duration, accompanied by a strong north-westerly wind,

kept ns all prisoners in the fort, the river partly froze,

leaving but a narrow channel towards the opposite bank.

I managed to cross, however, in a boat belonging to the

fort, and killed a very fine three-year-old buck, but did

not see any elk, which game I was most anxious to meet.

Among the gentlemen at the trading-post, I found a

good sportsman and first-rate rifle-shot in my friend

Mr. Denig, the accuracy of whose shooting was sur-

prising, even to me, who had had considerable practice.

He was frequently my companion when my excursions

did not lead me very far from the fort, where, as physi-

cian and interpreter, he was obliged to be in constant

attendance. Rabbits and prairie-hens were our principal

game on these occasions. We used our rifles only ; and

while I was content with bringing the birds down any
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way that I best could, my companion, four times out offive would smash their heads oJ: cut them off a o.e^icrPrainc-hens a though not wild, seldom allow ?ou to

report ot the rifle, and when a number are on the samotree you may bag most of them by commencin' wUhthe lowest, so that his fall from the tree ma^no^ala nhis companions. This bird is evidently a^pecies ofpuse, and stands as tall, but perhaps\otS soheavy
;

it ,s beautifully speckled with two or hreegreys, orange white, and brown. In the hreldiZseason the male exhibits two large orange-coloured r^iU?

T^^^lfrl
"^'^'^ " f^"Se drumming noise, auu bleat a great distance on the prairie. Its flavour s michaffected by what it feeds on, and in this par of thecountry where its principal food is rosebuds is ^ot

effet'oTeVurjorney'Tt tftZ^'"^
'''

ttriuf
^^ at all ^durinTthfJi^fe^^and' ^e eXe^!fore of httle or no use to me at Fort Union. Frequentl

v

however during my stay at that post, meat was scS
frl'old M^rT ^^^^^^^^^ - reluctanfconsent

buTln L!^ ^PP V "^' ^ ""''y g^"a^t little greybuffalo-runner when I wanted to hunt on horsebfckHe was a powerful sagacious little animal, and eventuallywe unders ood each other thoroughly. An Indian horse is

:tn 11!? ^r^' ^^ '''' '^'^"- '' his"bodV>vhen I leaned, therefore, towards the left on approachino^any part^ular cow, he pertinaciously pursuedTer and

mnnJr J^^f
"''^ '' '\''' ^^ ^" '^' most dex ^^us

Wa kr^nn''-"^rr ^'i^ "^^ ^''"^ ^ buffalo-hom,

Thp K Vr ?'' *;.*'"'^ ^'"^''^^ ^itl^in reach again.

on tLtf^^''^"'l
'^ ^fi' ""'' '^'' ^"gli^h half-breeds

..., ,,yin ^oid odKiiK s settlements
; they

g2
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will in passing a buffalo at full speed hit him mortally

behind the shoulder at fifty yards, five times out of six.

A violent snow-storm about Christmas-time nearly

put an end to my hunting buftalo on horseback, and
a strange epidemic at the same time broke out among
the inhabitants of the fort, and spread like wildfire ; a
sort of cold that affected the throat like mumps, inter-

nally and externally. So many of the men were laid up
with it that the remainder could hardly supply the fort

with wood for fuel, which they cut from the neighbour-

ing point. Fortunately, however, the invalids began to

recover before the healthy ones were taken ill ; but
at last both the hunters were affected, and the labour of

procuring meat for the fort devolved on my friend

Mr. Dcnig and myself This for a long time we were
able to do with great ease, as the buffalo were sure to be
found in the timber skirting the river on both sides, so

that we could easily stalk them, and, when we had
killed one or two, send out people to skin, cut them up,

and take them back to the fort in a dray or sledge.

Finally, alas ! my friend, the physician himself, was
laid low with this complaint. He had a name for it, as
doctors have for every ailment, whether they know any-
thing about it or not, but that did not much assist him
in its cure, for he fared no better than the rest.

I started off one day Dy myself after a large herd of
buffalo, about three miles westward of the fort, adopting
the novel expedient of carrying with me a white blanket
in order to stalk them. I took such a course as not to

give the herd my wind, and with the cover afforded by
the timber on the point, succeeded in getting within a
couple of hundred yards of them ; I crept forward on my
hands and knees, covered by the blanket, which pre-
vented them from distinguishing me amidst the sur-
rounding snow, and enabled me to approach until I came
within shot. I continued creeping about and around them,
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SKINNING AND CUTTINQ UP. £5

sin^^ling out tlic best and fattest of the cows for upwards of
an hour, and it was not until I had laid five of their nuni-
bcr Jow tliat they smelt a rat, and bolted off unanimously.
tossing their shaggy heads and ploughing up the snow

Jieing perfectly satisfied with the abundance of meat
1 Jiad obtained, I proceeded to cut out the tongues,
which I fastened with thongs to my belt. Then leavino-my blanket on one animal, my cap stuck on my loadino--
stick on another, a pocket-handkerchief flutterinrr from
the horns of a third, &c., to keep off the wolves,°I ran
ofi at fill speed to the fort, which I entered just as the
twclve-o clock bell was giving the signal for dinner.
We had buffalo and venison that day of my own pro-

viding, but dressed with most delicious bear's grease and
buffalo marrow by a capital cook. It happened to be
Ihursday, our pudding day, which will account to my
readers tor my making such haste home.

Dinner over, I requested old Mr. Kipp to give me a
coup e of experienced men with a dray, in order to cut up
and bnng home my buffalo meat, but so numerous were
the sufferers from "the mumps," that not one could be
spared, and the day was too cold to induce the women to
come to my assistance

; I returned alone therefore to
the ground where my bisons lay, and with two pack-
horses, endeavoured to bring home as much of the meat
as possible. I commenced with the finest one, the robe
ot which was beautiful, and proceeded to cut her up
though not without a good deal of exertion and repuo--
nance at first. One soon, however, gets over that sort
ot squeamisliness. So slow and awkward, however
were my first attempts at cutting up this heavy game!
th,*^ night closed around me ere I finished a second
buttalo

;
so that all I could carry away was the skin of

the finest, with the ribs, loins, &c., of two cows, leavino-
three fine animals untouched, to be devoured by the
wolves, which mortified me exceedingly, especially as it
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was chiefly owing to my awkwardness and want of prac-
tice m skinning and dissecting heavy game. It was
nightfall ere I arrived with my heavily laden horses at
the fort.

In two days all the fresh meat I had brought in that
evening was gone, and the buffalo were four or five
miles off

; taking my friend the little grey (the especial
lavourite of the old gentleman's) I stole out with him
unperceivod, and had a splendid run, flooring a cow and
wounding a bull, which I left for the present, and then
stretching away at full speed, I pursued after another
uncommonly fine fat cow. She gave me an awful
chase, turning and doubling incessantly. My little
horse was sorely at a disadvantage in the snow and
began to show symptoms of distress ; but I could not
manage to get a broadside shot. At last making one more
push, I got pretty close behind her, and raising myself
in my stirrups, fired down upon her. The effect was
grand. She dropped at the report, the bullet breakino-
her spme. My little horse, unable to stop himself, rolled
right over her, making a complete summersault, and
sending me, gun and all, flying clean over both of them
into a snow-drift. I leaped up, ran back to my horse
which I caught without much difficulty, and was dad to
Imd no more hurt than myself. My gun was filled with
snow, of course, but otherwise uninjured. I certainly
was in luck that day, for the guard of the horses at the
tort joined me soon afterwards

; he had seen the buffalo
ru^aimg, and came to my assistance to secure and pack
the meat, so that I was enabled to get home and put my
gallant little grey quietly into his stable again.
The weather now became intensely cold, and a fierce

northerly wind, accompanied by a good deal of snow,
again kept us all for some time prisoners in the FortWe led a very routine sort of life while our durance
iSMt.a. TT c iwc «uuu ma veil rang, and repaired to the
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dinin-room and a cheerful cotton-wood fire •

sliortlv

fS buffalo^^'^"^
"-^^ ^^^^^ breakfast conS

wheaten flour r
'''"^ TT' .'?^^^ breakfast-cakes of

ve7r hv fK 5^ '"¥^ ^^ ^^"«h is brought up everv

luxuries ot cream and butter. At twelve we Ui\ n

Xe'Sh wiY \'"^-''^^*> -itktuiz:,^^^
conee, which we drank again at supper.We were occasionally favoured with visits bv tliA

tODacco sugar, a knife, vermilion, or some such Iriflp •

and assisted to pass away the time by accoums of th.ii

sZro;%re' di?'"'^

.

' wVor^toltg
IIZ \ ^ ^f^°« adventures and hair-breadth

veterans of the prairie, so admirably described in MrRuxton s book (the best collection of trapper stories T

Zl^Zr'^'K^'' ^"'•j*''' "> conatant Ssitud^ofwealth and poverty, starvation and plenty, and have

ttiroughout the Indian country, to exchano'e their fi,ra

"nThrrift^""^p=' v='^<''« » -™^^^^^^even a horse, if they have suffic ent equivalents tnpurchase so expensive an article in that country

apDe^re Trf f *'\«°^'. »W Williams made hisappearance at the fort, to the astonishment of all whohad supposed him dead a long while before as he h»,1

oscane he hi; *.
afterwards appeared, had made his

ture, which- he dld-iiT a' m;t"lnt:re^Zr:n7 rokmn
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way. He and several other trappers had been hunting
for beaver on one of the tributaries of the Yellow Stone°
or Platte, I forget which now, and after their day's toil

had camped in supposed security, with the horses in
their neighbourhood, and were lying by their fire after
supper, soundly wrapped in that sleep from which they
were to rise no more, when Williams dreamed :

" God
Almighty appeared to me,'' said he, slowly and solemnly,
" in flames and sparkling flashes of fire, and said, 'Wil-
liams, you have been a very wicked man ; I have saved
your life very often, and you have not profited by it

;

but I will save you once more.' '* Bang, bang, bang !

went the guns of an Indian war-party, close by ; and
most of his companions rolled from the sleep of time into
eternity, or, on rising to flee from the danger, were im-
mediately massacred. Williams, however, clubbing his
rifle in one hand, and grasping his knife in the other,
rushed right at the spot from which the shots were
fired, and consequently broke through the enemy, and
got clear oif ; for those that had fired were but few ; the
larger number of the savages being ranged at the oppo-
site side, in order more eftectually to destroy the whole
party, by intercepting them as they fled from the obvious
danger. " Well, Williams," said Mr. Denig, after a
pause, "and is it a warning you have profited by?"
" Well," replied the old fellow, " I don't know ; I've
worked very hard at my traps, and paid all my debts

;

I've given up swearing, and that sort o' thing
; and if

I knew anything else, I'd do it." Most likely the
sleeping hunter was inspired with this vision in a
moment of time at the instant dawn of returning con-
sciousness, when awakened by the explosion of the fire-

arms which had suggested the dream.
Our snow-storm lasted about three days, and was suc-

ceeded by cold, brilliant sunny weather. The chief of
the upper camp and his brother sent an old Indian with
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a message to me, and an offer to accompany mo for ono
or two days' hunting on the Yellow Stone. Accordingly
we started next day, joined by one of the hunters of the
fort and two boys about sixteen or seventeen years of
age, who came for the purpose of assisting us in skinning,
cutting up, and packing the meat. After crossing the
Missouri a little below the fort, and proceeding some
way up the Yellow Stone, we came in sight of a splendid
band of upwards of 100 elk. Never shall I forget the
grand and imposing appearance they presented. Like
a^regiment of cavalry they passed along the plain, the
old stags, with wide branching antlers, leading the van.We immediately left our horses with the old man and
boys and crossing the ice, the chief and the hunter took
the left side of the river, and his brother and I the
right. We got several shots, and succeeded, after a good
deal of running and hard work, in bagging three of them.
Ramsay, the hunter, and the chief, fired several shots,
whereupon the elk rushed to our side of the river, and
I got a shot at a noble stag, bearing a splendid pair of
antlers. I struck him behind the fore-shoulder, upon
which he started and rushed forward, crashing through
the willows at a great pace. We pursued as fast as we
could make our way through the snow, and, after a long,
hard run, two more shots brought him down ; he made
one final effort to escape, and fell struggling on the snow,
where he soon expired. I was greatly pleased at my
success, but so utterly blown, that I threw myself for-
ward with my elbows on the ground, to assist my efforts
to breathe

;
but, by following the Indian's example, and

eating a handful of snow, I was soon relieved. I now

u
"?^* I ^ad ample leisure to examine my noble elk,

which measured five feet three inches in height from the
top of the shoulder, and upwards of six and a half feet
round tnp. hnrlw • V.iif *},« t«j:«~ -,.—u ->_x _ii-_.

iilC 10
Stay, pointing forward and saying, " Cooa, coona'' (come,
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fnend). So we set off again ; and before evening closed,
he shot a deer, which we skhined, cut up, and hung in
a tree. Covering it with the skin, we left it till next
morning, as it was rather too far for the boys to go for it
that night. This done, we ran back at a jog-trot to
camp, and on our way overtook the boys with the
meat of my elk, cut up and covered with its hide,
aU safely packed on the back of the horse they were
leading.

"^

As we approached, we were cheered by the red glare
of the fire flickering through the willows, and shedding
warm tints on the leafless frozen trees. The snow
around the fire was partly scraped away, forming a
sheltering wall behind our backs as we sat. Elk-meat,
smtted on short sticks, with the sharpened end stuck in
the ground, was roasting in all directions. Ramsay and
the chief had killed two elks, a stag and doe, and
wounded several others, which they did not get. The
herd had got perfectly terrified at the firing on both
sides, and kept trotting backwards and forwards,
literally panic-struck

; so much so, that had they shot
only tolerably well, they must have killed many more,
as they actually fired eleven times between them.
Indians, m general, shoot very badly, and in their pur-
suit of game depend most on their skill, craft, and
patience m approaching, and also on their wonderful
powers of running. I found the elk good, solid, whole-
some meat, very like our beef ; but the fat is disagreeable
to eat

:
it is white and hard, getting cold, as it were,

immediately in the mouth.
On putting my hand in my pouch, after supper, I

found that I had lost my pipe, which, when the old man
understood from Ramsay, who interpreted for me, he
asked, " Where ? " I said I did not know, but that I
supposed It must have been at the place where I dis-
mounted. Upon which he said, " We will go and find
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IVocTfrom Tr^'P'''" ^,'*i
^P'>^ * ^™^°g piece ofwooa trom the fire, and led the way. After nnVino-

seaiching tor a httle while, po nted out to me wifh

»»!!" y°».»f',"[
""'.'™ ^"'•'"•'s tl'a' hunted with me

tar hncr fellow in every way ; he sat there a perfect aen-deman of nature, dignified in carriage, with aSRiceand graceful manner. I complimented him 0"^^!
rtThf';'?;"'^''^

him howfompletely he had stumpedme up tha afternoon
; to which he merely replied withhe Mildest gesture ' Your gun" (alluding to'^my rifle)

IS very heavy, and mine is light." ^ '

v„K
""^

/"uT"',"^
^^ '*y ™*er late under our bnffalo-

tW»f '^""
^V"'"* '"g«' " <=l«ared off in two 0?three houra

;
and when it was over we freshened up the

fire, cooked and ate a little breakfast, took upon~
S?'J°5 'f*^'??'

»gr«™g to meet at the end of the

iT.Llf'f- i^T'^^' *« '•"°*«^' »°d I took one

w! . Ik*"" 1°'^'^.°' continued along on the other.

^uZl t
^^^ ^""'""S about two hours without any

success, when, m our rear, and at the other side of the
Missouri, we heard rapid heavy firing, and were not

l,rl f
g»y«?g the cause. We divined, as we after-wards found rightly, that a battle was fighting betweenthe Assineboines and their enemies, the^Sioux, and wewere m the rear of the latter. Eamsay was 'as braTe

nnfil rV 7^ ^^^^ ""' *o »*'«"Pt to gain the fort
until we found not only our Indiansf but the old man

thi2'- K^/ "fV'!* f *" JO'" the latter, in hopes
that the chief and his brothe- ^--vil -I- -J— ^ '

same plan under the circumstances, instead of adhering
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to our arrangement of meeting at the point. Whilst
walking along the ice on the river under the right bank,
looking for a spot where we could climb up, we observed
two Sioux Indians running at full speed towards us.
They came very close before they perceived us, clothed
as we were in white blanket capotes, and walking under
a snow-covered bank. *' Now,'' exclaimed Ramsay, in
very broken English, and at the same time cocking his
gun, "you take left hand one and I the right, and we
will hammer them." I, however, protested against the
absurdity of interfering in Indian quarrels, being quite
content to save my own bones without breaking any of
theirs. In order to join our friends we had to ascend
the bank and cross a belt of wood, which we successfully
did, although not without a little apprehension of lurk-
ing enemies. We found, on reaching the old man and
the boys, that the chief and his brother had already
joined them, and the boys had brought in the horses, so
wc all mounted together and rode oflF for the river. We
crossed the ice, and on arriving at the opposite side,
found thie enemy had taken to the timber eastward,
while we had taken care to cross well to the westward
of them. Their attack turned out a complete failure,
for they had not succeeded in taking the Assineboines
by surprise ; and we arrived on the scene of action only
in time to see the Sioux, who were all on foot, move
into the timber to avoid the onset of both bands of
mounted Assineboines, one from the west, and the other
from the east, camp. We hastened on to the fort,

where they were rejoiced to see us, thinking, from the
enemy having crossed down the Yellow Stone, that they
must have^ seen and surprised us, in which case we
should ipost probably never have been heard of more.
They must, however, have crossed considerably above
us, and to this we no doubt owed our escape ; at
least, so we concluded, from the account given us at the
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at

fort, wliencc the whole affair was seen, the particulars
of which were as follows :

—

The horse-guard was driving the horses out in the
morning as usual, to seek what little grass or few willow-
tops they could get to browse on, in order to save the
liay, which was scarce, and had not gone very far over
the river before his sharp eye detected one or two of the
scouts prowling about. He very quickly drove all the
horses back into the fort again. Shortly afterwards
three Assineboine lads, of from seventeen to nineteen
years of age, came to sell some wolf-skins at the fort.

They were warned by the traders that their enemies
were in the neighbourhood, and had been seen that
morning

; but, Indian-like, would not believe it, taking
it into their heads that Mr. Kipp had some object in
detaining them. The eldest said, " Come, let us go."
And they set off, in spite of all warning and advice, for
the lower camp, about thirteen miles off. They had
not gone above two hundred yards, when they were seen
from the timber, at the other side of the 'Missouri,
where the main body of one hundred Sioux were con-
cealed. The progress of the poor boys, whom it was
now quite impossible to apprise of their danger, was
watched through a telescope from the fort. Uncon-
scious of their perilous situation they at last sat down
in a sheltered sunny spot, about two miles from the
fort, and commenced smoking the long Indian pipe,
which, according to native custom, they handed from
one to another. Several of the Sioux were now seen
running through the willows and timber, creeping
stealthily under the bank of the frozen river. Both
pursuers and pursued were distinctly visible from the
tort

; the powers of the telescope approximating now the
cheerful, laughing faces of the unconscious boys, now
the crouching forms of their enemies, and increasincr to
a painful degree the feeling of their inability to avert
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their apparently inevitable doom. Suddenly, when the
»ioux were withm gun-shot of their prey, one of the
lads was seen to give a sliVht start (an Indian is never
entirely off his guard)

; all three glancing once behind
them, gave a convulsive bound, and then commenced
the race for life or death. Thirteen miles must have
been run by these brave lads through deep snow, in an
hour and a half. At last, towards the end of tlie race,
their bloodthirsty pursuers by firing several shots
alarmed the Assineboine camp, of the position of which
they were ignorant, and for which the boys were makino--
so that the latter had not reached it when its inmates
were a ready on the alert. The warriors and braves
assembled rapidly, and instantly despatched a mcsseno-cr
to the western camp with tidings of what had occurred
and directions for mounted men to go down to their
assistance, which, by passing along the brow of the hills
where the snow was less deep, they speedily did. The
Assineboines by this movement appeared both in front
and rear of their enemies, who, having no horses, were
compelled to betake themselves to the timber, with
several of their party wounded. The heavy firing which
we had heard now commenced, but as the combatants
Jiept at a very respectful distance from each otiicr, the
result of this great battle was that one of the Sioux was
slain and fell into the hands of the Assineboines, who
immediately scalped him, and celebrated next day a
grand scalp dance, similar to one I have already de-
scribed. We were very sorry that evening to leurn that
these rascally Sioux had shot a good many of our milch-
cows—nearly half of them, indeed—with their arrows
and several of them fatally. The first intimation we
had ot It was from seeing their fine old thorou.rh-bred
bull walk across the river, tracking his course with
blood, into the fort, and up to the foo°t orthlstaff from

colours of hia r>niir>^mr «^J aU _• i_which floated the
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down and expire. Poor fellow I I often rejoice that I
knew not, when liamsay and I met the two Sioux, what
barbarities they had just been practising on our poor
cattle, or I fear I should have acted on his suffcrcstion
and have shot them both. ^ '

The loss of this handsome, noble animal was univer-
sally regretted m the fort, for besides his great value as
their only means of continuing the breed of domestic
cattle m that remote region, ho proved most useful in
drawing home many a heavy load of meat, and much of
the wood for the fuel in the fort ; as a tribute to his
memory, I must here record a single combat of his with
a bison, which according to the description of his keeper,
iilack Joseph, must have been truly Homeric.
About three months previous to my arrival at Fort

Union, and in the height of the buffalo breeding season
when their bulls are sometimes very fierce, Joe was
taking the Fort Union bull, with a cart, into a point on
the river above the fort, in order to draw home a load
ot wood, which had been previously cut and piled ready
tor transportation the day before, when a very larffe old
bison bull stood right in the cart track, pawino- up the
earth, and roanng, ready to dispute the passage with
him On a nearer approach, instead of flying at the
sight of the man that accompanied the cart, the bison
made a headlong charge. Joe had barely time to
remove his bull s head-stall and escape up a tree, helm
utterly unable to assist his four-footed friend, whom he
left to his own resources. Bison and bull, now in
mortal combat, met midway with a shock that made
the earth tremble. Our previously docile gentle animal
suddenly became transformed into a furious beast
spnngmg from side to side, whirling round as the
buffalo attempted to take him in flank, alternately
upsetting and righting the cart again, which he bano-ed
trom side to side, and whirled about as if it had been a
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band-lox. Joe, safe out of harm's way, looked down
from the tree at his champion's proceedings, at first

deploring the apparent disadvantage ho laboured under,
from being harnessed to a cart ; but when the fight

had lasted long and furious, and it was evident that
both combatants had determined that one or other of
them must fall, his eyes were opened to the value of the
protection afforded by the harness, and especially by the
thick strong shafts of the cart against the short horns
of the bison, who, although he bore him over and over
again down on his haunches, could not wound Iii^a

severely. On the other hand, the long sharp horns of
the brave Fort Union bull began to tell on the furrowed
sides of his antagonist, until the final charge brought
the bison, with a furious bound, dead under our hero's

feet, whose long fine-drawn horn was deep driven into

his adversary's heart. With a cheer that made the
woods ring again, down clambered Joe, and while
triumphantly caressing, also carefully examined his

chivalrous companion, who, although bruised, blown,
and covered with foam, had escaped uninjured.

It required all Joe' nigger eloquence to persuade the
bull to leave the sk a antagonist, over whom belong
stood watching, evidently expecting him to get up again
to renew the combat, Joe all the while coaxing him
forward with, " Him dear good bull, him go home now,
and do no more work to-day," which prospect, " black
Joe," in common with all his sable bicthrex> considered
as the acme of sublunary felicity.

Indians out on a war-party spare neither age nor sex,

considering any murders of women or children not only
as just reprisals for former injuries, but even as actions
worthy of proclamation in council and at the war-
«.,.iice

;
formerly, however, they never waged war nor

Cf. emitted any depredations against the whites, on the
Dl^a of their beinff " mrdininp " nr mvcforion«? T>nnrvlp
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Catlin met even ^vith civilities from war- parties during
his wanderings. Unfortunately, however, instanced
have occurred, >:ome few years ago, of white men joining
in Indian encounters, the consequence of which now is

that they are no longer safe from their attacks, unless
in a position to make a good fight of it.

I set out early one fine morning in January, and
killed two fat buifaloc? not fur from tlie fort. This
was at the time that the mumps had placed all spare
hands on the sick-list. As the spot where the buffaloes
had fallen Avas not more than two miles from the fort,

I threw my saddle-cloth on one, and some portion of
my clothing to frighten the wolves from the other, and
returned to dinner, after which I invited some of the
ladies of the fort to come and cut them up. The day
7.-as beautiful, the sun brilliant, and not a breath of air

stirring. I put a horse to one of the sleighs, and took
three of the fair ones on it,—two, wives of gentlemen,
the third the " placcns uxor" of the blacksmith at the
fort. It was quite a party of pleasure for them, and by
the way in which they performed the cutting-up, that
operation seemed to aiford a considerable share of their
enjoyment. They skinned and sliced slowly and deli-

berately, and with evident relish, not only dabbling in
the blood, but actually drinking it, the youngest laugh-
ing at my aversion, and ofi'ering me some in the palms
of her hands. The horse-guard saw us from a distance,
and came to help

; but when he began to make the inci-
sion inside instead of down the outside of the hind leg,

and would so have spoiled its shape for making a robe,
she effectually stopped him by smashing his hat down
over his eyes, exclaiming, " Wihcatko^' (/. e. fool),

and laughing heartily at the figure he cut when bon-
neted : the good-natured fellow taking it in very good
part.

As tnO r.n]A inprnnQO/l i]\a xrrrAxraa \%nrwr^^A vwrxn4- ^4r>».»11w

H
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and the cadences of voices from a high key to a low one,

and vice vfrsd, were most extraordinary, and sometimes so

extravagantly dismal as to be quite ludicrous. There
appeared to me to be three different kinds of wolves, in
which impression I was confirmed by the hunters and
Indians, although scientific men assert that there is but
one. But I have shot a great many, and there certainly

seemed to me to be three distinct species : the large

white wolf, or buffalo wolf, the grey wolf, and the kit

wolf The remnants of my slaughtered buffaloes in and
on the outskirts of the timber, or points, frequently

afforded mo opportunities of stalking up the wolves, at

which I was very successful, for their gait is so smooth
as to render them a much easier mark than deer when
running, and I could hit them then with almost the
same certainty as when standing still. There is no food

for which these brutes have a greater relish than that of
their own species : and I have always found myself
pretty certain of getting a second shot a few hours after

killing one, by removing the skin and placing his car-

cass in a favourable spot for stalking, which is always
more or less difficult, as their senses of smell, sight, and
hearing arc very acute.

I found a strange peculiarity in the large white wolf,

who sleeps so soundly as frequently to allow of a very
near approach ; once I came so close upon one of
them as to think him dead, and was on the point
of examining him, when he suddenly woke up and
started off at full speed. So near was I to him,
that I was able to remove my gun-cover in time to

send a bullet after him, which effectually stopped his

career.

I found wolf-shooting not only capital sport, but pro-

fitable employment, being allowed in barter the value
of two dollars a-piece for white wolf-skins, one and
a. half dollars for the grey, and seventy-five cents

I
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for the kit wolf-skins. The hunters used to kill them
sometimes with traps set at night ; but when one was
once seen caught, all the wolves were for a lono- time
very wary.

°

During my stay at Fort Union, I was frequently
surprised at the friendly relations between our domestic
cattle and the buffaloes, among whom they mino-led
without the slightest hesitation. This circumstanc°e is
the more remarkable from the fact that the auroch of
Lithuania, which is of all the ox genus most similar in
species to the bison, evinces the utmost antipathy to
domestic cattle, furiously attacking either cow or bull
whenever they chance to meet them. I was still more asto-
nished, on attentively observing this friendly intercourse,
to see our little calves apparently preferring the com-
panionship of the bison, particularly that of the most
colossal bulls, to that of their own species. I took
an opportunity one morning of investigating the
reason of this more closely, and availing myself of
some broken ground, beyond which I saw three of
our poor little half-starved calves in company with
two gigantic bulls, I crept up very carefullv, and lay
under the brow of a hill, not fifty yards" from the
nearest in order to observe them, and was not long
ni discovering that the bison has the power of removing
the snow with his admirably-shaped shovel-nose, so
as to obtain the grass underneath it. His little
companions, unable to remove the frozen obstacle
for themselves, were thankfully and fearlessly feed-
ing m his wake

; the little heads of two of them
visible every now and then, contesting an exposed
morsel under his very beard. It was an interesting
sight, and I crept softly away again, so as not to dis-
turb them.

Altliough the bison scrapes the snow with his nose,
1 do not think he does so with his hoofs. I have

II 2
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frequently seen the snow, where buffalo have been

feeding, stained with slight signs of blood, and after

having shot them, found the noses of both cow and bull

sore from the constant shovelling.

CHAPTER VI.

Tossed by a Buffalo.—Elk-shonling.—Wolves.—Spoil a Cannibal

Feast.—Ishmali.—Hard up for Meat.—Owcu M'Kenzie's Post.

—The Traders.

One beautiful clear cold morning in January, I started

to shoot some prairie fowl. These birds were too wild

to shoot with shot, especially with the very inadequate

powder imported by the traders into the Indian country
;

so I took my single-barrelled rifle, and shot them off the

branches of the high trees where they used to sit sunning

themselves, taking the lower first, that his fall might

not alarm his companions. This sort of shooting is

very pretty rifle practice, especially as the prairie-hen

does not always fly away if you miss, but allows a

second shot. Indeed, I have sometimes been amused at

seeing the unconscious bird, on feeling the wind of the

bullet, peck with his bill in the direction of it, giving

an angry chuckle as it whizzed past him.

I had not been long at this sport when an Indian

overtook mc, and said in Sioux, " Ho ! my friend [hota

coonak], I saw the track of your long foot in the snow."

He wanted me to help him in stalking up three buffalo

bulls that were feeding in some willows at a little distance.

I accordingly started off with him, and when we came

within about a third of a mile of the spot, I went care-

fnllv rft'ind to leoward- and dir<^fttod iho. Indian to fro

and give them his wind by approaching on the other
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;

Side, as soon as he thought I had reached my intended
post, whither I knew they would make in order to pass
through to the open plain. So accurately had the
Indian calculated time and distance, that I was hardly
at my place, when a huge bull thundered headlong by
me, and received a shot low and close behind the
shoulder as he passed. He stumbled on for about ten
paces, and lay quietly down. I waited to reload, and
on going up found him stone dead. The Indian
then joined me, and said that the other two bulls
had not gone far, but had taken different directions,
BO we agreed that he should pursue one, and I the other.

I soon came in sight of mine. He was standing a
little way oflFon the open plain, but the skirting willows
and brushwood afforded me cover within eighty yards
of him, profiting by which I crept up, and taking a
deliberate aim, fired. The bull gave a convulsive start,
moved off a little way, and turned his broadside again
to me. I fired again, over a hundred yards this time

;

he did not stir. I loaded and fired the third time,
whereupon he turned and faced me, as if about to show
fight. As I was loading for a fourth shot he tottered
forward a step or two, and I thought he was about to
fall, so I waited for a little while, but as he did not come
down I determined to go up and finish him. Walkin"-
up, ,t]ierefore, to within thirty paces of him, till I could
actually see his eyes rolling, I fired for the fourth time
directly at the region of the heart, as I thought, but to
my utter amazement up went his tail and down went
his head, and with a speed that I thought him little
capable of, he was upon me in a twinkling. I ran hard
for it, but he rapidly overhauled me, and my situation
was becoming anything but pleasant. Thinking he
might, like our own bulls, shut the eyes in making a
t^iii^v, X orrcivcu Duauuniy lu oDG 5100 to escape the
shock, but, to my horror, I failed in dodging him, for



J 02 EAMBLES AND ADVENTURES.

he bolted round quicker than I did, and affording me
barely time to protect my stomach with the stock of my
rifle, and to turn myself sideways as I sustained the
charge, in the hopes of getting between his horns, he
came plump upon me with a shock like an earthquake.
My rifle-stock was shivered to pieces by one horn, my
clothes torn by the other ; I flew into mid-air, scatter-
ing my prairie-hens and rabbits, which had hitherto
hung dangling by leathern thongs from my belt, in all

directions, till landing at last, I fell unhurt in the
snow, and almost over me—fortunately not quite

—

rolled my infuriated antagonist, and subsided in a snow-
drift. I was luckily not the least injured, the force of
the blow having been perfectly deadened by the enor-
mous mass of fur, wool, and hair, that clothed his shao-fyy

head-piece.

As the next day proved alike beautifully calm and
sunny, I started off to the scene of my yesterday's
adventure, in hopes of finding a wolf busy at the carcass
of the buffalo. Nor was I disappointed, for as I came
near the spot, I saw a splendid cream-coloured wolf
tearing away at the remains of my late antagonist. I
crept up under cover of the brushwood, till within forty
yards of him, when he cantered off, affording me a
delightful cross shot to the left, which brought him
quickly to with a bullet through his flanks. With a
slight guttural growl he turned, snapped at the wound,
performed a brilliant summersault, and after roUino-
over twice or thrice, expired. I then proceeded to take
off the finest wolf-skin I ever saw before or since, and
one which to this day is much admired by many brother
sportsmen. After which, fastening one end of my belt
to the hind feet, I dragged the carcass to a favourable
spot, and one easily approachable, in order to obtain a
shot at the next fellow that might conic to feast on the
remains of his comrade.
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^
As this was not likely, however, to occur for some

hours, I left the place determining to return thither in
the evening, and started off through the timber in quest
of deer. After walking carefully for about a couple of
hours, I fell in with fresh elk tracks, which I noiselessly
and cautiously pursued for some distance, keeping a
vigilant watch on all sides for any object in motion
however trivial, till as I neared the end of the point outm the willows, I saw the whole band slowly defiling,
the stately old stags bearing their ponderous antlers
almost on their haunches. I had been obliged to go
very fast—and to do that without making a noise in a
thick wood is no easy matter; the continual stooping to
avoid the rustling of branches rendering it very labo-
rious, especially when running witli a heavy rifle. At
last I gained range near enough for a broadside shot at
a veiy fine stag. I drew up my rifle and took a delibe-
rate aim, breathless as I was. I heard the ball crack
against his ribs, and knew instantly by the sound that
the charge of powder had been too small. The next
instant the whole herd were bounding away at full
speed. I followed after them almost in despair at losing
my noble wapiti."^ Beyond the edge of the willows
away they went over the open plain skirting the river.
Once out of the trees, without waiting to untie my
snow-shoes, I drew my knife and cut the thonp by
which they hung from my neck, slipped my feet Into
them, and pressed on with redoubled speed, my hopes
reviving rapidly as I saw my stag begin to fall in the
^ar of the band, and his pace slacken to a sling trot.
By my delay with the snow-shoes I had recovered my
wmd, and the comparative ease I experienced as they
bore me over the broad bosom of the snow, while the

Elk is the nfimecriVPH in fho r>ni-nmA« l^oy^oT^^« nf flio t -^^

to the wapiti, similarly to the term buflFalo, which is used in speak
ing of the bison.

^
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wapiti aoundercd almost breast deep, inspired me with
fresh confidence. At last my stag fell, got up, ^avc a
few stnjgghng bounds, and fell again on my approach.
Seeing he could not escape, I pursued the others, now
hidden from my sight by the river's bank, but only
reached the ice s edge in time to see them gain the
willows out of shot on the opposite shore.

One of the grand stags in particular excited my
admiration. In rushing against the strong grey willows
his ponderous branching horns received sucli a shock as
to fling him over backwards on the frozen river : the
cla ter of his antlers I could hear loudly, even at the
distance where I stood

; but, nothing daunted, with
nose up m the air, and his antlers lying along his
flanks, he renewed the charge, and with one more
desperate effort crashed through, followed by the terrified
bind, who, one by one, were rapidly lost to my view as
the willows closed round them. FeeHng that further
pursuit would be useless, I retraced my steps to where
the elk I had shot had fallen, and found him a mao-nifi-
cent prize indeed,--an animal upwards of five feet high
at the shoulder, and bearing ponderous antlers. I could
not but think how many of my Scottish brother sports-
men would have sympathised in the triumph with which
1 smveyed his magnificent proportions.

Although there are many points in which the red
deer and the wapiti, or elk-stag, assimilate, they are
nevertheless totally different animals. The wapiti in
the daytime chooses the thickest cover in which to con-
ceal himself, nor does he leave it except for pasture or
water. A whole band will migrate at a time from one
point to another, and their pace is then a splendid trot
never breaking into a gallop, unless they are alarmed;
in general appearance the wapiti is not only much
larger than the Scotch deer, but formed in far more
massive proportions—proportions calculated for the sup-

{
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port of his ponderous antlers, which he does not.
however, carry so majestically as the Scotoh deer does
his httle ones. The head and horns of a lar^e male

S""^/''^.^"? ^''^ ^^Sht inches to six feet two

^rnwl; I'^'l^^
''"5*^ ^' "'^"'^^y P^^^^^s; the hornsgrow in a direction almost parallel with the line of the

torehcad
;
so that when the animal is trotting, the antlers

lap over his flanks and protect him from the lashing ofthe heavy willows
;
the points, when the antlers are inthat position, bending backwards and inwards, in such amanner as to remove all clastic obstacles from his head-long career. I have sometimes stood amazed to see one

ot tnese enormous animals carried at one sindo bound out
of view in a densely thick wood, where one might sup-
pose such a stack of antlers would have wedged him in
the trees beyond all chance of escape. The head itself
IS about the size of that of a Devonshire cow, and of adark bay colour. The neck and dewlap are furnished
with a splendid black mane ; the forelegs are clean, made
Ike those of a very large handsome mule, with hoofs as
large as those of a four-year-old bull. The eye is
encircled by hair of a pale buff colour, similar to that on
the rump of the animal. The body changes in colour at
every season of the year ; its summer coat is of a stron«-
red colour, which again turns into a bluish hue, gradually
approaching the winter grey of the willows as tSe season
advances nor does it begin to assume its summer tint
again until spring has nearly clothed all nature in her
lavourite green. In the breeding season, the wapiti *

tail winiH^'^'^fK^^^!..''^',*^** *^°"g^ a tract of wood may con-

shot o7lndlli fl ^f'^^'^i^
"^ ''''^S them ia time to obCasnot, or indeed of finding them at all, requires so much Dractice

^^eZnZTT::'^:^,^^ ^^^^^ ^^'^^'^^ throuTthe pSs^of« woaoctu river an day and find nnnA or wha* \°t \ --— r

snaiTt^f; or h. 'T' ^"°^"^ «''°^' '^^ otherwise accidentallysnapatwg or branch, and thus afford himself the gratification of
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clmnts the most beautiful musical souud in all the
ammal creation

;
it is like the sound of an enorniou3

solo tiute, uttered in a most coaxing tone
I had still sufficient daylight to visit the carcass of

the wolf I had shot m the moraincr
; so pilino- up a

quantity of fallen timber and branches in a grotesque
ta-shion over the elk, to preserve it from the prvinir
voracity of the wolves, I retraced my steps, and on
approaching the spot carefully, spied a brother cannibal
tearing ravenously at the remains of his probably quon-dam comrade. I shot him dead without the smallest
compunction, not even giving him the chance of a run
and speedily possessed myself of his magnificent skin
which I took with me, not reaching the fort till lon(i
after dark Next day tliey very good-naturedly brought
in the antlers of my elk along with the meat, which,
thanks to my precautions, had escaped the depredations
ot the \volves, who, poor brutes, suffer horribly from the
pangs of hunger, and will at those times dare almost
anything short of an attack on man.
Among the numerous dogs that used to come prowl-

dhfcTnco^
*^^ ''°'""'^'' *^'^ ''*''' ""P ''"'^ '^'''''" ^' '^ disappears in the

We had an instance of this at Fort Union in the case of aKentucky man, who, though an excellent .hot with a rifle at a mark

Z a tS'oT «ril
°" '^'' ^''' .^"-^ '^"''^'''^"'^^ challenging ns huntersto a trial ot skill, was, from being a bad rider, veiy xinsuccessfuiat buffalo

;
and when the hunters^eturned laden wfth meat af era fortunate run, used to say, - Well ! now that's mighty fine, but111 astonish you yet at deer and elk in the woods." Accord nXone day he set ofiwith Smith and Eamsay. the Fort Unfon hunters^who afterwards told me, that they had taken a good hunt of thTeedays camping out twice, and bagged five elk and seven deer ; btit theKentucky rifleman, accustomed to such plain clear marks as turkeysand squirrels perched on tree-top, could not get a single shot andeven on more than one occasion lost the hunters thet chance bytheir endeavouring to afford him a shot at game pointed outTn vainto him, but which their keen practised e^u.s found no rUffl.nuI J^

detecting. '
-

•"

t
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mg about Fort Union from the Indian camps was a very
fine specimen of a mongrel, between a white buffalo
wolf and a common Indian bitch. This fellow was quite
white, like his sire, and furnished both with the hair of
the dog and a fine undergrowth of fur, which he had in
common with the wolf. The skin of his nose was also
hke that of his sire, quite white. The Fort was his
favourite resort, where, on the fine frosty moonlight
nights, he used to howl in the most piteous and intoler-
able manner, disturbing old Mr. Kipp's slumbers to that
degree, that notwithstanding the intense cold, and much
to my amusement, the old gentleman used to rush out in
his shirt, roar at him and pelt him with sticks, or any
other missile that came to hand, and then run back half
frozen into bed again.

I took a great fancy to this dog, discovered his owners,
and sent a message to them by a young Indian, who
came to the fort one day. Accordingly, the same
evening arrived an old Indian named Peekay, and his
old squaw ; they came to the door of the room where
Mr. Denig and I had been smoking for some hours.
First entered the old woman to negotiate the sale of the
dog, but had no sooner crossed the threshold than she
was seized with a violent fit of coughing ; after a few
eiforts to articulate, she rushed out of the room again,
and we were considerably entertained at hearing her
receive a sound scolding from the old man outside. He,
in his turn, now came in to trade the dog (as they say
in Indian parlance), but had no sooner made his ap-
pearance, than he too retreated in a paroxysm of cough-
ing. We then heard them laughing heartily outsi'de.
Shortly afterwards old Peekay returned, and as soon as
his lungs were a little accustomed to the atmosphere of
the room, we entered on the negotiation, and I finally
purchased the dog, with his travail and harness,

I presently found, however, that was far more easily

I



108 BAMDLKS ANn ADVKNTURK8

done than the dog socurcd, for his foar of whito men was

80 groat, tliat I do believe it woiiUi have been a difficult

mattir to approach near enough to shoot him hud I been

80 disposed. The moment he saw me he used to run off

to tlie distance of about 250 yards, and in spite of all

my coaxini^ him to allow me a nearer approach, kept

most studiously at that distance, retreating slowly or

ranidly, according as I advanced in my endeavours to

cultivate a nearer acquaintance. At lost I had to go

away and obtain the old squaw's assistance, who brought

him back with a rope round his neck, the drag of which

he obeyed with great reluctance, and as soon as he came
in sight of me made the most violent efforts to escape.

I took him into the fort, however, and having fastened

him up, brought him some meat, but he would not eat

it. I threw it before him and retired to some distance,

when, instead of taking the meat, he seized the cord in

his mouth, at the same time placing his paw upon it,

drew his teeth two or three times c|uickly across it,

severing it completely, and dashed right through the

window and out of the fort ; his splendid wlite busliy

tail carried straight out behind him like a fox's brush.
** Holy Moses !

" exclaimed Mr. Denig, •' don't he streak

it like a flash of greased lightning !
" Poor *' Ishmah !

"*

how well I afterwards learned to guess what mischief he

had been about, or what misdemeanour he intended to

perpetrate, when he carried his tail, which was usually

curled over his back, in that manner.
Old Pcekay's wife brought him back to me next day,

and harnessed him to his travail, which I commenced
packing, for I was on the point of starting with a couple

of voyageurs on a journey to White River. My effects

consisted of a dressed leather elk-skin, a buffalo-robe,

two blankets, three or four pairs of mocassins ; a large

* So n.imed from an Indian word descriptive of his fine thick fur.
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and a small tin mug (the former for cooking, tho luttor

for (Irinkini; from); half a stone of load for hullctM
;

powder, and coffee. I was accompanied for a little way
by two voyiigeurs from tlic fort, in charge of a coni)le of

mules haniessed to a sleigh, who were proceeding with
goods, in order to set up in opposition to some new
traders who had established themselves in an Assine-
loine camp.

The snow was deep, and the difficulty of dragging tho
sleigh very great. At night, or rather towards evening,

some little while befon? sunset, wo elio.se a suitable place

for our camp, generally among willows surrounded by
timber. We then cut down two good-sized trees, which
we laid parallel to each other along the snow, forming a
basis for building our fire on, and collected wood, lighted

our fire, and proceeded to cook as 1 have before described.

In addition, however, to preparing their own suppers,

the men had to supply the mules with food, for the
country was covered with snow, and the poor animals
could procure nothing for themselves. For this purpose
the voyageurs cut down cotton- wood of a certain growth,
about the thickness of a man's leg ; tliis they cut into
lengths of three feet or so, and then piled them in the
vicinity of the fire sufficiently near to thaw the bark
from the wood, and to render it easily removable by a
drawing-knife, with which these men arc expressly pro-
vided, and thus they supply the animals under their

charge. It was amusing sometimes to observe the poor
mules intently watching the operation. My dog, how-
ever, like myself, depended on what I could provide
with my rifle.

In order to supply ourselves and the mules with
water, we had to cut through the ice of the Missouri
between three and four feet thick, and sometimes more,
with a hatchet. As for Ishmah, nothing would induce
liim to drink out of this hole, so he j^enerally (quenched

rfe
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hi3 thirst by eating snow. Notwithstanding the great
thickness of the ice, broken spaces remain open durino-
the whole winter all along the river, at intervals varyin?
two, three, or four miles from one another. These
breaks are termed air-holes, and frequently extend their
surface of unfrozen waters over acres. Along the edo-es
ot these air-holes the ice is so thin as to render "an
approach to the water's edge very dangerous, where like
glass, it will suddenly crush under foot, precipitating man
or beast into a resistless current of water, quickly forcin'^
them under the ice's opposite edge to a fearful frozen
tomb. These air-holes, on account of the weakness of
their surrounding ice, cause the drowning of a great
many buffalo, elk, and even some few bears, tempted
probably by a fine sunny day to leave their winter retreat
for an hour or two prowling on the ice. This fact im-
pressed me with the idea, that those remains of our
gigantic fossil fallow deer now dug out from bogs in Ire-
land were perhaps thus destroyed, which would account
both for the localities where they are usually discovered,
and for the numbers found together in one spot!
Some have fancifully supposed that they were domes-
ticated, in proof of which theory they assert that the
skulls of dogs have been found along with them ; but this
I do not think to be the case, for all that ever were shown
to me as found with the remains of these fossil deer,
arc the skulls of very large bears.

Ishmah had a horror of approaching these air-holes,
which nothing would induce him to overcome. It was
some time before he became friends with me, and for
the first two days of my journey from Fort Union, had
to be dragged behind the sledge. By-and-by, however, ho
gradually overcame his aversion to white men, at first

following at the distance of nearly a quarter of a mile, and
then by degrees venturing of his own accord on a nearer
approacli, encouraged by some piece? of meat which J

I

i
•I

1$^
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tlire^f to him from time to time. On awaking one morning
I found him lying close to my side on the edge of my
buffalo-robe, but the instant I put out my hand to caress
him, he bolted off to a respectful distance, which he
gradually lessened, coming nearer and nearer till he
became comparatively quite friendly towards me.

Shortly afterwards my two companions parted from me
and proceeded to their destination, whilst I remained
alone with my faithful dog, bound for Fort Mackenzie.
Ishmah had by this time overcome all prejudices against a
white master, and a more faithful, efficient, and devoted
creature never breathed. From morning till night, he
struggled on, drawing his travail laden with all my°effects,
and, in addition to their weight, meat from the last deer
I had shot. I travelled generally along the ice, and
during the whole of my solitary journey I never ventured
fiir from the river—a very necessary precaution in that
country, where an unhappy voyageur, tempted by a fine
day or bright sunshine, ventures on a short cut across one
ofthe many gigantic bends of the tortuous upper Missouri,,
and perhaps the very moment previous to the accom-
plishment of his object might be the commencement of a
pitiless storm, veiling all woods and other objects from
his sight in wreaths of whirling snow, causing its
victim to wander generally round and round in a
small circle, perhaps all the while close to the shelter
so eagerly sought: in vain he endeavours to reach
material wherewith to light a fire, until at last thrown
down numbed, he lies wrapped up in his frozen shroud.

^
The woods along the banks of the river afforded mc

timber, already fallen and in every stage of decomposi-
tion, wherewith to light a fire at night ; and when I
stood and looked about me to choose a convenient spot
near an ice-hole, Ishmah used to gaze into my face as
if he could read my thoughts, and whine as much as to
say, -' I am tired too.'' When I trampled down tho
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snow, cut and strewed the willows, and proceeded to

collect the wood, lie used to watch me eagerly, and
prick up his ears when he saw me take the Hint and
steel from my pouch and the dry inner bark of the
cotton-Vt'ood tree from my chest in which to kindle the
spark. The fire secure and burning well, I turned my
attention to him, unharnessed him, unpacked his travail,

and placed it aloft against the side of a tree to protect

the leather straps from the voracity of the wolves.

This done I spread my bed and filled the kettles with
water, took a handful of coffee-berries from my bag,

which I roasted in the cover of the kettle, then wrap-
ping them up in a piece of leather, I pounded tlieni on
a stump and put them in the smaller kettle to boil,

reserving the large one for the meat. Tiiese culinary

proceedings Ishmah used to regard with the most in-

tense interest, turning back from time to time as the
eddies of pungent smoke from the damp fuel compelled
him to avert his eyes. When supper was at last cooked
and despatched (quickly enough on his part, poor fellow,

for his share was sometimes very scanty), he sat up
close beside me as I smoked my pipe and sipped my
coffee ; and when at last I got into bed, he used to lie

down at the edge of the robe with his back close up
against my shoulders, and so we slept till morning.
As soon as it was daylight we rose, Ishmah submitted
patiently to be harnessed, and we resumed our march.

This was our routine for several days until the meat
was exhausted. I then ceased travelling at twelve
^'clock, so as to allow myself time to hunt for supper
and prepare camp for the night. My difficulties in

foraging were considerably increased by the necessity

of the dog's following me, and I had at iirst much diffi-

culty in teaching him to keep behind, but I succeeded
eventually, and was fortunate that day in stalkinnj and

I. -T„_ J 1i» i .
liCipcu iiiyaeii lO
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I

the tongue, kidneys, two marrow-bones, and a plentiful
supply of meat, and was returning well laden to the
spot where I had left the dog's travail, when, to my
horror, I perceived a wolf there, which started off lono-
before I could get within shooting distance. I ran up
to the spot and found that the brute had already com-
menced making a meal of the harness, and had eaten
the straps and a part of the collar. Fortunately, how-
ever the mischief was easily repaired, as I had spare
leather and materials for sewing, and merely afforded
me a little occupation after supper, ere I lay down for
the night. I had now an ample supply of meat for
some time, and for two days more marched on as usual,
when another catastrophe, and one which might have
proved very serious, occurred to me on mY° solitary
journey. "^

Ishmah's relationship to the Lupus family was often
productive of much inconvenience to me, as he used to
ru\ off and engage in play with the young wolves,
chasing and being chased by them in turn. At first I
was amused at this indication of his wild origin but
became subsequently much annoyed, and on one occa-
sion seriously alarmed, at the result of these gambols
One day, after a long march, I was looking out for a
convenient camping-place, when a she-wolf crossed the
ice at some distance from where I was standing. In
spite of all my exertions and threats, Ishmah Imme-
diately gave chase, and they continued their gambols,
until I attempted to approach them, when, of course,
the wolf made off at full speed, followed by my doo-
with his travail behind him, loaded with everythinff°I
then possessed in the world. I followed, shouting after
him in vam, until he entirely disappeared from my
view after which I continued running on the tracks,
till fln.rknpca nhlirtinrl -^r- «— -i i - 'U •. , -f

w "V
•"^•-M.-x.^vvi me tu iiuuudon ihe pursuit, ana I

tound myself a long way from timber, out on the broad
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prairie, alono on a vast barren waste of snow stretching

around me on every side.

IMy sensations were anything but enviable, on reflect-

ino- that I was about one hundred miles from any known
habitation, and nearly one hundred and fifty from my
destination, destitute of robe and blankets, with but very
little powder in my horn, and only two bullets in my
pouch. In short, I was in a pretty considerable sort of

a '' fix,'' and had nothing for it but to make tracks

again with all speed for the timber. Fortunately, I

found my way back to the river without much difficulty.

It vras a beautiful moonlight night, which enabled me
to collect some fallen wood, and having lighted a fire,

I seated myself beside it, and began to consider the
prooabilities of my ever reaching a trading- post alive,

in the event of Ishiuah not returning, and how I should
economise my ammunition and increase my rate of
travelling, so as to efiect this object. My prospects

were dismal enough, nor did I feel cheered as the cold

north breeze froze the perspiration which had run down
my forehead and face, and formed icicles in my beard
and whiskers, that jingled like bells as I shook my
head in dismissing from my mind one project after

another. At last resigning myself to my fate I took
out my pipe, determined to console myself with a smoke,
when, alas ! on feeling for tobacco I found that was
gone too. This was the climax of my misfortunes ! I

looked to the north star and calculated by the position

of the Plough that it must have been about ten o'clock,

the time at which in England we have our knees under
the mahogany, surrounded by friends, discussing a bottle

of the best, and awaiting the summons to tea in the
drawing-room. I tried to see a faint similarity to the
steam of the tea-urn in the smoke from the snow-covered
wood on my dreary fire, and endeavoured to trace the
forms of sweet familiar faces in the embers, till I almost
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heard the rustling of fresh wliite cri^pc dresses round
me, when, hark ! I did hear a rustle—it approaches
nearer, nearer, and I recognise the scraping of Ishmah's
travail on the snow ; another moment and the panting
rascal was by my side ! I never felt so relieved, and
laughed out loud from sheer joy, as I noticed the con-
sciousness he showed by his various cringing movements
of having behaved very badly. I was too well pleased,
however, at his reappearance to beat him, particularly
when I found nothing of his harness and load either
missing or injured in the slightest degree. Even the
portion of meat which I had secured from the last deer
I shot was untouched ; so that I had nothing to do but
unpack the travail, make my bed, and cook our supper.

The next day was very cold, in consequence of a
northerly wind, which blew pretty hard. In these
regions the cold in winter is always easily supportable
in calm weather

; but the cold, when accompanied by
wind, becomes so piercing, that great care and constant
activity are requisite when travelling to avoid frost-
bites. I therefore collected a quantity of fallen and
decayed timber and bark, and built myself a comfort-
able little hut, in which I weathered the storm tolerably
well. Towards noon it began to snow, and continued
all night, filling all the crevices between the layers of
bark, willow, &c., that formed the roof and sides of my
cabin, thus further contributing to my comfort, which
was only disturbed, at intervals of a few hours, by my
having to go out and renew my fire. The following
day I continued my journey until a little after noon,
when, having no more meat, I unharnessed the dog and
set off to hunt for my supper. That game was very
scarce here, I soon found, as I searched fruitlessly for
tracks in tlie recently fallen snow. I hunted long and
liard, but in vain

; night was stealing on me, and I
was compelled to avail myself of the small portion of

i2
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daylight that remained to retrace my steps to the spot
where I had left my travail, where I made my camp,
and went supperless to bed.

Next morning I arose, and debated with myself for
some time, whether I should begin by another hunt in
this unpromising region, or pack up and resume my
journey until after noon, as I had done on the previous
day. After a little deliberation I adopted the latter
plan, and travelled on until about noon, when I fell in
with some fresh wapiti tracks. These I pursued for a
long distance, and at last came in sight of some does,
who unfortunately were so far out on the plain, as to
defy every possible effort of mine to approach them.
My stalk was unsuccessful, from inability to conceal
myself and my dog ; had I tied him up, I knew his
frantic howling would soon put every living thing in
these regions on the alert, so I was compelled to let
him come too. He followed as I had trained him,
never attempting to precede me, but all my efforts

proved fruitless ; my game escaped without my being
able even to venture a shot, and I had the mortification
of seeing these stately and graceful creatures break
away at a rapid trot, which they soon increased to a
gallop that speedily carried them out of sight, and
thus vanished my chance of supper for another night.
I felt very hungry indeed, and was besides very tired.

I slept feverishly, awaked at intervals from visions of
the most rare and delicious dishes placed before me. I
dreamed I stood before the hospitable mansion of an
old friend, who led me, in spite of my incongruous cos-
tume, into his brilliantly-lighted parlour, and placed me
down to a table loaded with all the delicacies of every
season and climate under heaven, including two soups
and a turbot ! At last, when powdered footmen re-
moved the richly-chased covers off these exquisite deli=
cacies, I started up wide awake, to look on naught but
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snow, and finally I solaced myself with a pipe. On the
day following I hunted long and hard till considerably
after noon without success. The painful sickening
sensation of hunger had now quite left me, and I

suffered much less on the third than on the second
day. Strange to say, I had not the least apprehension
for the future, but felt perfectly confident the whole
time that sooner or later I should fall in with game*
At last I came to some fresh tracks of deer, and soon
made out; that the animal had not only been walking
quietly, but was in the willows close by : this I

rightly guessed by .the zigzag direction of the tracks
;

for deer, before lying down, walk slowly from side to

side, as if hesitating where to stop. I remained per-
fectly still for some time, looking intently with an eye
sharpened by hunger, and at length observed something
stir in the willows : it was a deer ; evening was ad-
vancing, and he was going out to feed. I w^aited

anxiously as he came on, slowly feeding, most fortu-

nately towards me, until he approached to within about
100 yards, and then stopped. I drew up my rifle, and
would have fired ; but he came still nearer, feeding
slowly forward till he was scarcely sixty yards off, when
I took a steady deliberate shot as he turned his flank
towards me. I heard the bullet crack against the
shoulder ; he rushed a short distance back, and rolled

over in the snow. To my great satisfaction wood was
close at hand, so I made a fire and cut away a little

T enison, which I broiled slightly, and aie sparingly of,

giving the rest to my dog. I then made a rope of the
deer's skin, and fastening one end to the carcass and
the other round my shoulders, dragged it to my camp
of the previous night, where I cooked and ate a most
enormous supper, smoked my pipe, and slept com-
fortably.

Two days' more travelling brought me near the end
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of my journey
; on the evening after, and just as I was

looking for a favourable position to camp, I saw some
Indians at a distance in the direction in which I was
travelling. Indians are wonderfully quick at seeing a
new arrival at a camp, or post ; so that my approach
became, as I afterwards heard, a matter of great discus-
sion amongst them. One or two ran off to meet me,
and approached in a friendly manner. It was a great
treat to hear the sound of another human voice,^and
even to hear my own in conversation once more ; our
colloquy progressed rapidly, partly by language, but
principally by signs, at which they are very expert

;

and the result was that I did not camp at all, as they
took me to the gentleman in charge of the post, where
I arrived late at night. Here I was kindly welcomed,
and joined my host at a delicious supper of buffalo-
tongues,—rich cow-tongues cooked with buffiilo marrow,
which had been preserved in the autumn when the
animals were fat, and I enjoyed it the more, as I had
been living during the whole of my solitary journey on
nothing but the leanest meat.
The Indians at this post were then very badly off in

consequence of the dearth of buffalo in that country,
and were just about migrating. They generally hanf^
about a trading post as long as they possibly can, in
order to beg, borrow, barter, or steal anything they can
get out of the traders, whose patience is sometimes
severely tried. Indians, however, on the whole, are
very easily managed, if their character is properly un-
derstood. I have invariably found it the best way to
fraternize with a great man or chief, make him some
little presents, and then tell him that you depend on
his good faith, and the fact of his being a great man,
for the security of your property. For several days
after my arrival, I employed myself in going round the
different lodges of the Indiana and visiting them. The
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men were always most friendly, the women very retirinop

and timid, until I came to know them well, wlien a
good deal of their shyness wore off. One of tlieni

observed to me, on my calling her to look through a tine

telescope belonging to one of the traders: "Well, the
wliite men know by t/tis [here she moved her hand as if

writing] what happens very far off, and with this [touch-

ing the telescope] they see what is a long way off ; now
have they invented anything by which they can hear
what is saying a long way off?''

At the White lliver post, I availed myself of Owen
Mackenzie's hospitable welcome, and remained in his

log-house along with another trader of the American
Fur Company.

Besides these two gentlemen were two other white
traders, who had established themselves in a log-house

at little more than gun-shot distance from them. At
first I found them very unfriendly towards one another

;

however, I endeavoured to persuade them of the ab-
surdity of allowing any hostile feelings existing between
the rival companies at home to influence them in their

personal intercourse with one another, endeavouring to

show them what a melancholy picture it was to contem-
plate discord among three or four isolated individuals,

never seeing the face of a fellow-creature save occasional

wandering savages, and partly by arguments, but princi-

pally by ridicule, perfectly succeeded in placing them
all on the most friendly terms ; so much so, that they
used to laugh afterwards at the fools they had been. I
since found that inciting hostile feelings among their

several employes is a policy pursued by the rival com-
panies, and I received many a malediction (though not
m my hearing) , for the success of my efforts in making
peace.

Accordingly, Mackenzie and I fraternized with
Martin and Frederick. The former was a Frenchman,

— '. '*UtB...'

.,l.,.,ifea„J!!jlW!
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I

1

1

a fine, tall, handsome fellow, with splendid abilities.

Many a time did he entertain us half the night through
in his log-house with his anecdotes and experiences,
while his poor Indian wife lay yawning in bed, not
understanding a word that was said, but unable to sleep

from his wonderfully loud way of speaking, which was
always accompanied by the most energetic gesticulation.

A great many of his stories had the merit of being
invented by himself, as well as collected from the beaver-
trappers and hunters of these extensive regions. Frede-
rick was the very opposite of Martin, which probably
accounted for their having lived together so long on
such friendly terms

; he was short, pursy, jolly, and
matter-of-fact, and it was very amusing to hear him
trip up Martin, as he frequently did, in some brilliant

impromptu account, by a short, pithy proof that the
narrator was wrong, both as to facts and chronology.
My friend, Owen Mackenzie, was a particularly fine

young fellow, about twenty-one, a splendid rider, first-

rate shot, and, taken on the whole, on foot and on horse-
back, the best hunter I ever saw. His prowess was put
to the test soon after my arrival, for meat becoming
scarce in the Indian camp, a party of Indians contrived
to root up, at night, the picket of the storehouse, and
carry off all the meat that had been stored for the winter's

consumption. In the morning we had the satisfaction

of finding ourselves without anything to eat. Our party
at that post then consisted of three or four labourers,

one under-trader, an Indian woman, two children, Owen,
and myself. As soon as we had discovered our loss on
the following morning, we had nothing for it but to set

out and hunt, and a long tedious day we had of it too.

I returned home unsuccessful ; but Owen killed a deer,

and singularly enough found the animal not far from our
hut, as we were returning home in the evening despair-

ing of success. Although the meat was very lean, we

*
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had plenty of marrow fat ; and if the worst came to the

worst, we could help ourselves to the dried tongues,

which, as an article of trade with the Fur Company,
Jhad been hanging from the roof of the hut we slept in,

and so escaped the marauding hands of the Indians.

CHAPTER VII.

Glutton Ffcast.—My Indian Companion.—Hunting in Snow.—Roast
Loin of Wolf.—Blacktail Deer.—Rapacious Beauties.—Another
Journey.—A Long Shot.—Indian Voracity.—Larpenter's Post,—Start for the Minitarees.—Awful Night.—Peekay andthe Bull,—Reach Fort Berthold.

Mackenzie and I received one evening an invitation

from the Indians to one of their Glutton Feasts. The
peculiarity of the ceremony obliges the guests to eat the
meat when almost boiling, and they also vie with each
other to prove whicli of them can eat most with the
greatest rapidity. When we entered the lodge we found
a fire lighted in the centre, and about a dozen Indians
seated cross-legged around it, holding dishes or bowls
cut out of solid blocks of wood. Armed with these they
impatiently awaited the onslaught.

The signal was then given by two youths beating a^

drum, which deafening row was accompanied by the
most frantic yelling ; the hashed meat was then poured
out into the bowls of the guests, and in this boiling

state they commenced devouring it, but notwithstanding-
the burning of fingers and scalding of throats, they con-
trived to consume such enormous quantities as to cause
their stomachs perceptibly to distend. During the whole
time of this disgusting exhibition the drums continued
beating, and the two lads never ceased howling.

•#w«e>i'
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At this feast I met an Indian, -who afterwards became
a great ally of mine. As soon as the glutton feast had
terminated, my new acquaintance accompanied me home
to our log-house

;
and we had a long semi-telegraphic

conversation over hunting matters, as we discussed an
Indian pipe and a cup of coffee together.

J to was one of the few Indians I ever met who was a
good deer and elk hunter ; for although the generality
of those among them who possess horses are fine riders,
and unmatched in following buffalo on horseback with
bow and arrows, yet they are neither keen nor very suc-
cessful in the pursuit of game on foot.

To any one skilled in using a bow, the silent arrow is
far the most effectual way of ''getting fat meat/' as the
Indians term it. The fat cows are always the swiftest

;

and the awkwardness of loading a gun, together with
the alarm attending its discharge, will generally afford
the toxophilitc Indian the greater triumph at the
termination of the run.

But with a gun few of them are good shots. The fire-
arms supplied by the American Fur Company are
neither good nor highly prized by these Indians, most
of whom would infinitely prefer a large green or scarlet
blanket to the best gun you could offer them. Per-
cussion guns they never will use, nor could I ever dis-
cover their reason for objecting to them. But my new
acquaintance was a remarkable exception to this rule

;

being a very keen hunter, he had purchased a fine long
gun from the Hudson Bay Company's traders, in every
respect superior to any he could obtain at the American
Company's posts. This formidable weapon never missed
fire

;
its serviceable, although clumsy lock, was provided

with a main-spring strong enough for a vermin-trap.
The hunter himself was a fine tall handsome fellow,

with mild and polished manners. I was particularly
struck on the first evening of our acquaintance with the
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.

crac3fulncs3 of his gestures, as he sat talking in our log-

house, moving his hands and aims with the ease and
dignity of the most accomplished rhetorician.

Before we parted that night, we arranged to hunt in

company the following day ; and next morning, accord-
ing to agreement, he came and woke me very early ; for

we had far to go, in order to hunt with any chance of

success, as game was very scarce around the Indian
camp. I was unsuccessful ; but he shot a deer, which
we drew home over the snow before night, by attaching
the hind legs to a leather band fastened round our
shoulders, and so dragged it along to the post.

Meat was then a valuable article among the Indians,
who were very badly off, buffalo having abandoned that
part of the country, and these tribes being far too

improvident when meat is plenty in summer, to dry the
overplus and store it in time for a winter supply.

Up to this time it had been my intention to push
eastward and southward back to the United States
during the winter ; but finding no likelihood of obtain-

ing any travelling companions, and fearing to undertake
so long a journey alone during this terrible winter
season, I now gave up the idea altogether, and deter-
mined to remain in the Indian territories until the ice

broke up on the Missouri river.

We generally had abundance of meat, such as it was,
lean deer-meat being wretched food.

One day my Indian companion and I were out for

many hours, and though hunting most indefatigably,
had bagged nothing. It came on to snow slightly in
the afternoon, and I had turned about, and was making
for our rendezvous, which was at the corner of a wood
not far off, when I saw, at a little distance, something
grey, lying down. I looked carefully, and saw a wolf,

which, on approaching, appeared to me dead, and there-
fore did not remove the gun-cover from my rifle. I
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walked close to the spot, and was surprised a second

time by the brute jumping up and scampering o£f at full

speed. I lost us little time as I could in tearing off my
gun-cover, cocked ray rifle, and made an excellent shot,

rolling the wolf over and over. On coming up, I found

I had killed a very fine she-wolf, in prime condition. I

reloaded, and put back my rifle in the gun-cover, heaved

my prize on my shoulders, freshened my way as much
as possible, and, nearing our rendezvous, had the

pleasure of seeing the Indian rapidly aproaching me.

He quite surprised me by the delight he showed at my
having secured the wolf.

We made ourselves pretty comfortable in the willows,

near the river, and, under a bank to windward, with a

good roaring fire at our feet, and well sheltered by walls

of snow, which we scraped up with slabs of drift-wood,

we sat down and cooked our wolf, the Indian assuring

me all the while that it was a great deal nicer than lean

deer-meat. Hungry, however, as a whole day's unsuc-

cessful hunting had made me, I was still very unwilling,

in spite of his assurances, to try it ; but the evident relish

with which I saw him eating it, quite disarmed me of

my prejudices against wolf-meat ; and, in fine, I feasted

on the fat ribs, which proved most palatable, and cer-

tainly very superior to lean venison. My companion

laughed at observing me completely conquer my scru-

ples, and detach a couple more ribs oft' the savoury

fore-quarter then hissing at the fire ; we certainly

enjoyed our supper that night, nor was my stomach a

whit the worse for the strange food, with which it had
been astonished.

After supper we lighted our pipes, and smoked, dozed,

and conversed alternately till sunrise, when we roasted

more of the wolf, ate- a good breakfast, and again con-

tinued our huntinof.....
j_j,

As the weather looked threatening, we determined to
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keep together; and had not been hunting long when

we descried four or five deer in some scattered willows.

My companion being far my superior in approaching

game, I desired him to stalk them, and he presently

succeeded in stealing on within about a hundred and

forty yards of them. After some hesitation, and pre-

senting his gun twice, he decided not to fire, but

stretching his hand cautiously behind him, made a

signal for me to approach : I crawled upon my hands

and knees, drawing my rifle after me in its leather gun-

cover, until I came to where he had waited for me, in

fear of missing the deer himself, for he never liked a

long shot, and considered these too far.

It is always difficult to shoot with a heavy rifle when

kneeling; I made use, therefore, of my companion's

shoulder for a rest, and taking a careful shot, sent my
bullet through the lungs of the nearest buck ;

all the

deer dashed forward, but it was easy to see that mine

could not go far, and a short run brought us up to where

he had fallen dead.

We were now such a distance from home that we

deliberated for a little what course to pursue, and at

last we proceeded to bury our game in the snow, heap-

ing it well to keep off" the wolves, and sticking up a

long pole with a red handkerchief fluttering from it to

mark the spot. We then set off home, determining to

bring our dogs with their travails next morning to the

place and draw it home. Although it was still early,

we did not hunt any more that day, as we were very

tired from having sat without beds over a fire all night,

but we shot one or two prairie-hens and three rabbits.

We had an excellent supper that night ; M'K. treated

us to choice cured buflfalo-tongue and marrow-fat,

with coffee ; these tongues were not provisions for our

UOC, UCIii^ aililVXCiS VI VXttUU iVJ. l;i«,«iiiJjji-»i v V--

States, where they fetch a good price ; but when we
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were short of meat we were oblio-ed to appropriate

one or two, which Owen Mackenzie very unwillino-ly

granted, unless on special occasions when he and I

rewarded ourselves with one of them after a successful

huntinc; excursion.

Well do I remember how these tongues addressed

themselves to the feelings of us hungry hunters, intently

watching them as they hung in clusters from the

beams of the roof which formed their rostrum, whence
they sent forth an appeal more eloquent than the

language of a Demosthenes ; true, the tongues were
silent, but they were fat ! When well boiled they are

delicious, the rind then peels off, and they become
tender, plump, and juicy.

Next morning we started off for our deer which we
had buried in the snow, taking Ishmah with his travail,

together with another Indian dog which followed my
companion.

On our way to the place I got a shot at a wolf,

which I killed ; we buried him after skinning him,
and proceeded on our journey for some way, when at a
distance my companion perceived three black-tailed

deer on the hia-her hills overhana-ina; the river. He
started in pursuit, while I remained to take care of the

dogs, that they should not interfere with him and spoil

his stalk. I had an excellent view then of both the

hunter and his game, which he approached with great

skill ; at last he got a shot, on which the animals
rushed off, but one hobbled in the rear ; the bullet had
broken his leg. A most exciting race then commenced
between the Indian and his broken-legged deer, up and
down the hill over the frozen snow, my companion
evincing the most astonishing powers of endurance in

his persevering pursuit, gradually regaining the ground
V ilctU. J.V3L- X2.1 ivtii-iiw^ tti3 XiV xctti y lllij icll ill tile u;3iciui;c

I saw a puff of smoke, and before the faint report of his

;
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long gun reached my ear, I had the satisfaction of

descrying the deer stretched in the snow.

I fastened one dog behind the sledge of the other,

which I led by a string tied round his neck, and in

this way ran along the river, keeping in sight of my
companion, and joined him shortly after the fall of the

black -tail deer.

These are a pecuhar species found only m these

regions, differing from the Virginian breed in the horns,

which are longer, and curve more upwards ;
their

meat, however, is not nearly so good, nor are they

so difficult to approach. A black ring round the tail

forms a striking characteristic, as also their very large

ears ; the hair of the animaVs coat is long, and very

handsomely coloured ; in size they exceed the Virginian,

and equal the Scotch.

This deer I do not think has ever graced any of

our private or public zoological collections in England.

It is, however, a beautiful animal, and its skin makes

the best and most serviceable light leather.

Our chase after the black-tail did not take us much

out of our way, so I remained behind, skinning and

cutting it up, while the Indian went on with liis dog

and travail in order to fetch the deer I had killed the

day before. The day was brilliantly fine, without any

wind ; and I sat by a driftwood fire that I lighted to

await the arrival of my companion, who returned in a

few hours, and we went home together, my dog lugging

along a whole deer to his share, while the Indian and I

had to carry a hind-quarter each on our shoulders to

enable the other dog to draw the rest of the meat to our

post, which we reached by moonhght.

Next day I witnessed a most unamiable display of

feminine feeling towards a poor old woman, to whom I

had given a little meat. I had resisted the importu-

nities' of several of the younger women, whose husbands

"SSSS
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were either too timid or too indolent to hunt for them.

This old creature, however, beino; perfectly helpless,

and not having a claim on anybody, I cut her off an

abundant supply for more than a hearty meal ; but as

she was hobbling off in great glee, clutching the meat

and drawing her robe tightly over her, she failed in

escaping the keen, brilliant, black eyes of three young

squaws, who immediately gave chase, and were not

long in coming up with her, where (as she afterwards

informed me) the following conversation took place

—

" Are not you ashamed,'' exclaimed the three, " an old

woman like you, to have meat to eat when three fine

young women like us are starving ? What do young

men care for old wretched ugly creatures like you ?

It is for us that they care, therefore you are not to eat

meat while we are hungry." So in accordance with the

laws practised between the weak and the strong, these

three young harpies forcibly dispossessed her of the

meat, with which they decamped ; and the poor old

woman came back to me for more, which I gave her as

soon as I had heard her story confirmed by a by-

stander, and desired her to go and cook it near to where

I was cleaning my rifle.

This old lady, I was informed by the Indians, had
seen more than ninety summers ; she seemed, however,

to enjoy a very good appetite, and despatched the tough

meat with which I had supplied her with such ease and

celerity, that curiosity induced me to undertake an

investigation of the state of her teeth. After a little

persuasion, she allowed me to look into her mouth, when
to my utter astonishment I beheld every tooth in her

head perfect, the back teeth firmly wedged together

like so many blocks of the whitest ivory.

The weather now became cry fine, and the snow had

out horses with us ; but, so scarce was meat, that one



AVIIITE MAN S INFLUENCE. 129

)r them,

iielpless,

ir off an

; but as

he meat
iailc'^ in

e young
'ere not

;er\Yards

place

—

' an old

iree fine

young
:e you ?

>t to eat

ft'ith the

g, these

of the

loor old

e her as

J a by-

;o where

ms, had
lowever,

le tough

;ase and
bake an
' a little

h, when
1 in her

together

now had

;hat one

evening, when my Indian liunting companion and I

were returning with a couple of horses well laden with
venison, from an elk and two deer we had killed that
day, we had considerable difficulty in saving our precious
cargo from the hungry crowd that gathered around us ;

nor do I think we should have succeeded in guarding it,

but for the interference of the soldiers of the post, who
came up to our assistance.

I ought here perhaps to explain to my readers, that
the soldiers of a trading post are chosen men of the
Indians, conspicuous for tlieir honesty, fidelity to the
traders, oud their general readiness to uphold the white
men. T leir zeal is frequently highly commendable

;

and I have witnessed noble and disinterested acts of
these gentlemen of nature, which would have shamed
m;my professing a better creed, but practising a more
selfish course.

Indians have a great idea of a kind of mysterious
influence attending a wdiite man, as to safety when in
his company ; and I have frequently, in my hunting
excursions, been attended by Indians in districts where
nothing short of forming themselves into a strong party-

would induce them to venture.

On one of these occasions my Indian was very much
influenced by this feeling, and acknowledged that he
would not cross the Missouri, and hunt at that great
distance from the camp, unless in my company, for fear
of the war-parties.

There certainly were some grounds for apprehension
on that account, as war-parties, from one tribe or other,
are the whole year trying to make onslaughts on the dif-

ferent encampments on the borders of the Missouri, in
order either to get scalps or steal horses.

At one time the Sioux, at another time the Blackfeet,
two nnivn linrvn f1ini->i T?vi->rj.if>r«-*-l\f Ir>r''>'^'' f .^Mvv^'L„« ^r~--_— -si^r-.-.i viiv,i.ii. i ivq^utlii/iy, iliuvjuu, a il u Ul UCi" ux
their own party form themselves into a gang, and devise
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Bome scheme for depredation, in which attempt they

themselves perhaps get surprised and cruelly murdered.

In these winter expeditions they are subject to the

greatest sufferings from cold and privations ;
and it

sometimes happens that they are overtaken on the

prairie by a snow-storm, and frozen to death.

On my return to the States, I learned from Mr.

Murray, the commander of the Crow trading post

(whom my readers will remember I have already intro-

duced to their acquaintance), that a war-party of seven-

teen Crow Indians started for scalps and horses against

the Blackfeet, in the very depth of winter : they were

cauffht in a snow-storm, and not one survived to tell the

tale.

Martin, and his coadjutor Frederick, were most hos-

pitable fellows. Owen and I used often to go oyer and

spend the evening with them ; on which occasions wo

were entertained with coffee and Martin's amusing

stories ; and I was now very glad to return the civility,

by contributing some meat to their store.

One evening, when we were quietly engaged over

a game of eucre, one of the workmen came and told us

that a large wolf was prowling outside at a little distance,

attracted, no doubt, by the offal of two deer that Owen

and I had killed that morning, so close to the post,

that we dragged them whole along the snow, and

skinned and cut them up before the door of our house.

We took up our rifles all ready loaded, quietly opened

the door, and, by the light of a nearly full moon, saw a

splendid cream-coloured fellow busy at the offal of the

deer. We both let fly at him, shattering his hind-leg
;

whereupon he made off on the other three, as hard as he

could go. I threw my rifle against the wall of the house,

and started in pursuit, together with Owen, followed by
TVT.,'«4-Ji-s T7..y->ylr.*.i/>1.' on/1 o/iirprql TfAvlrm/i-n Owr^n fixxn I
XTjiaxLiIi, X iv;u.cxivxi>., cillU ovivxa-A tt viiiUivii. --' " -.— —

had a fine run, all the while vociferating and imploring
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some one of our attendants to give us a stick, stone, or
anything to hammer the wolf, whom we could just barely
keep up with, and knowing that if either of us once
stooped for a weapon, or missile of any kind, he could
never catchy up to him again. At last, some one
running behind me put a good strong stick into my
hand; and at the same time Owen, finding himself
likewise supplied with one from another man who was
following us, we hammered away at the wolf's head till

we secured him. He was an amazingly fine wolf, of the
largest species, of a cream-white colour ; his skin was
very large, and the fur so fine, that I saved it for my
collection.

Next day almost all the Indians broke up camp and
moved off, and among them my Indian hunting com-
panion

; the loss of whose society I felt very much, for
he had been a great ally of mine.

Shortly after this our party was increased by the
arrival of Carifel. This little fellow had been once a
free trapper in the mountains, but who (in consequence
of the great depression in the price of beaver) had after-
wards taken service with the Fur Company. He was a
jolly Httle French Canadian, and represented the perfect
picture of a mijagem as he walked in, dressed in a blue
blanket coat, ornamented mocassins, a blue sailor's cai>
on his head, his snow-shoes fastened round his neck, and
a new brass-mounted bad Belgian carbine in his hand.
He, however, prudent little man, was not at all de-
pendent on the performance of this last item of his
equipment, but had still a goodly store of dried bulfalo-
meat, which he had carefully laid in for the journey,
and had strapped beliind his slioulders along with his
buffalo-robe and blanket, which formed his bed when he
camped at night.

Shortly afterwards, in about the middle of March,
the weather broke again, and we had a trcniendou?!

k2
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in

snow-storm for three days, during T^hicli our meat was
completely consumed.

The day after the termination of the snow-storm was
very fine, and Mackenzie and I went out hunting ; nor

had we gone far before we found, to our infinite satis-

faction, fresh tracks of deer, evidently driven to shelter

in that point by the recent snow-storm. We followed

the tracks to the edge of the point, and came in sight of

two or three deer out in the open prairie, a long way off.

Owen slowly drew up his rifle, singling the nearest, and
made a magnificent shot, bringing the animal right down
on the spot with a shot in the neck, at the short distance

of SOO yards ! During this time we continued to hear

shot after shot in rapid succession from Carifel, in the

direction opposite to that by which we had ourselves

entered. " He will set the whole wood on fire before ho
stops," I observed ; but Mackenzie replied, " Ah, he
must be in some scrape, and firing for us to come to his

assistance.''

On this suggestion, we both started off in the direc-

tion that this incessant firing appeared to come from
;

but we had not gone very far, when the firing ceased,

and not long after we met Carifel himself returning,

quite crest-fallen. " Qu'avez-vous done, Carifel?''

said I. "Oh, monsieur!" replied he, '' C ctait une
bandc de biche ;" and he went on to describe how he
got among a herd of elk, and set-to firing away, unper-

ceived by them, till the poor animals got so terrified,

that they kept trotting backwards and forwards, as

if paralyzed by fear, until Carifel had discharged every

bullet he had ; and the only result was a suspicion

of having wounded a doe. That really was too much
for the patience of us hungry mortals to endure. We
rated and abused him ; but the little fellow took it all in

good part, and joined in the laugh at his own expense.

, I had for some time been very apprehensively ob-

..'
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serving the short supply of copper caps with which I

was now provided, and which, notwithstanding all my
care and economy, was rapidly decreasing. One evening
that I announced this alarming intelligence to Frederick,
he advised my endeavouring to obtain a supply from
some fellow-traders, wlio also, in opposition to the
American Fur Company, had established themselves
about seventy miles off, on La Riviere a Couteau. For-
tunately, about this time, Owen Mackenzie was sending
a despatch on business to Fort Union, together with
three workmen, whose services were not required at our
little post, and of whom we Avere glad to get rid, as the
additional burthen of supporting them with our rifles, in

a country where game had become very scarce, was any-
thing but desirable.

We accordingly all started one line morning ; each
voijageur with his buffalo-robe and blankets strapped to

his shoulders, together with three days' supply of meat,
to be renewed at the post where I hoped to obtain the
anti-corrosives.

Ishmah followed me, attached to his travail, and
relieving me from the task of having anything besides

my rifle to carry ; and thus we travelled until a little

after noon, when we came in sight of two Assineboyne
lodges, on the bank of the Missouri ; here we sat down
to cook, but of course, the Indians from the two lodges

soon collected round us ; consisting of three men—one
of whom was a fine old fellow,—three or four women,
and about ten or twelve young people of six years and
upwards ; they were very badly off for meat, and about
starting to join their friends on White River ; but on
seeing us, of course, came to look for what they could
obtain. Having but little meat for ourselves, we could not
spare them much ; however, we gave one or two of them

and pointing in the direction of some high rugged hills

\i
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at tlio opposite Bide of the rivor, told mo he tliouo-ht he
could diritingiiinh three tmimals—probably elk ; but his
report was contradicted by the others, Avho declared
" Ouijah," or " There is nothing/' However, shortly
after, the young fellow came back to me, and said, "My
friend, there arc now four things; and there could not be
another unless they were alive : they must be animals/'
1 thought the boy's reasoning so cogent that I sent
another Indian to reconnoitre, who soon returned, de-
claring the boy to be riglit. This Indian then pi'^poscd
that we should go in pursuit ; but the men with me were
tired, and would not undertake the severe task of scaling
the steep, slippery, snow-covered heights. The poor
Indian appealed most imploringly to me, and, clasping
his hands, said, " My friend, I have no gun, but I will
go

;

" and, looking wistfully at a flint gun in the hands
of one of the voj/a/j/enrs of my party, he asked him to
lend it to him. I requested the man to lend him the
gun (which he stood in no need of for the rest of the
day, being with two other friends, the one armed with
my double-baiTclled gun, the other with a rifle) ; he
did not, however, consent until I proposed a termination
of the point at issue by a trial of strength between us,

when he then reluctantly resigned the M'Adamizer into
the hands of the delighted Indian. At this juncture
the old man leaped up, exclaiming, "And I will come, too,

to bring home the meat.'' We then set off, all three, to
cross the river : arrived on the opposite bank, we found the
ascent very difficult, both on account of the nature of
the ground and the steepness of the wild, rugged hills,

with their intervening hollows filled up with avalanches
of snow.^ I had not much time to contemplate the
extraordinary scene around me as I waited a moment
to draw breath after the first two or three steeps ; but
observed the wonderful peculiarity in this grand scenery,
revealing every here and there, as a field of snow had

i1
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slidden down from a towering height, pinnacles of bright

red clay, formed in mounds, minarets, and tall, slender,

spire-like Gothic steeples, many of them striped with

blue bands. The combinations of colours in this Mon-
derfully strange scenery was heightened by the elR-ct of

an evening sun shedding sparkling rays over crystallized

patches of the snow which had fallen from their dizzy

heights. However, on we pushed over the steep, slip-

pery red clay, rendered still more difficult of ascent by

the constant drip of water from snow, which rested on

many grass-capped heights. On reaching the extensive

plain of one of the hills, wc saw the animals we had
been in pursuit of, standing not one hundred yards

from the ledge on which we had clambered. They
proving to be four blacktail bucks, I drew up my rifle,

but on pulling the trigger, the cap alone exploded, the

noise of which alarmed the deer, who started oft", leaving

us in despair of ever seeing them again. I was much
surprised at the result, and adopted the best remedy

;

cutting a little peg of wood with my knife from my
loading-stick, I hammered it into the pillar, then putting

on a cap, I succeeded in discharging my rifle, loaded

again, and resumed the line the deer had taken. After

we had followed on the tracks for some time, we came in

sight of them at a very long distance off, midway on

the ascent of a range of hills separated from the height

on which we were standing by a wide valley filled by

avalanches of snow, a passage over which would have

engulfed us. What the exact distance between myself

and the deer may have been, I cannot exactly say ; but

measuring with my eye,—which then was pretty well

trained to calculating distances,— I considered them
about a quarter of an English mile from where I stood.

I consulted the Indian, who assured me— as the wind
was—it was almost impossible to go round all that dis-

tance, which involved a detour of three miles, at the

mm--
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very least, in order to head up the valley, even if tlicy

would so long remain on a ledge of bare cliff where no
feeding, or other inducement, was likely to detain them,

lleluctantly I drew up my rilio and tired ; the Indian

then seizing me by the arm, declared he saw the shingle

splinter in line of tlie deer I fired at ; and, stretching

his arms to their full length, said, " My friend, you were
that too low down." I put in aa much powder as I

could venture, without risking the bullets " tripping,"

and wrapping a rather thicker leather patch than usual,

I thus drove the tight-fitting ball down for a second shot.

The Indian lay along the ground to look under the smoke
as I discharged the second shot—aiming very high.

He now assured me that he saw the stone crumble one
arm's length lower than the feet of the same animal.

Although I thought him a good deal indebted to his

imagination for these announcements, yet I nevertheless

loaded again as before, and on seeing a spot on the cliff,

right over about ten feet above the deer's back, I raised

my rifle this time, aiming as if to strike this—which
happeued to be very well defined on the cliff; I fired

—

the deer now made a start to spring forward, but slipped

down backwards, and commenced moving for some time
in a retrograde direction. The moment the others ob-

served that their companion was injured, they dashed
off along the ledge a little way, and out of sight over

the mountain, leaving their wounded companion, who
soon stood still. The Indian got greatly excited, and
begged I would allow him to go alone after the wounded
deer, and that I would remain for a land-mark for him
while he started off to head the valley, saying, " My
friend, it's your deer ; I only want to go and kill him: I

am sure of him, he can't run away." I gladly consented to

his plan, and soon lost sight of him. I lighted my pipe,

and anxiously awaited his re-appearance on the brow of
the opposite range ; at last he came in sight agiiin, run-

^
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ning nil ri^Kt for tlic spot ; and in about three-quarters
of an hour from the time he started, he re-appeared, and
havinp; attained the ledge of shingle, was rapidly ap-
proaching the object of his pursuit. The deer fell in

attempting to escape him—rose again ; but fell to rise

no more, as I saw the linal puff of smoke issue from my
companion's gun in the distance.

Following the line of the hills, I at length reached
the spot, when I found the Indian awaiting me, having
skinned and cut up our prize. Shortly afterwards wo
were joined by the old man, and dividing the load of
meat into three portions, we turned our faces homeward,
descending with difficulty the " Mauvaise tcrre,'' as
these hills are termed in the parlance of the country.
We rc-crosscd the ice, and reached camp some time
after night-fall. Our arrival was the signal for a grand
feasting ; a fire was lighted in the centre of one of the
lodges, and cooking commenced ; we all then sat round
the fire, and most astounding powers of consumption
and digestion were exhibited that night ; for our small
party not only consumed the whole blacktail deer, but
even all the meat with which we had been provided for our
journey by Owen previous to our departure. The greater
part of the night was spent in feasting, and next morn-
ing we resumed our route ; camped an hour before

sunset, and, after a fruitless attempt on my part to stalk
up a buffalo bull, went supperless to bed. Next morning
was very fine; we rose early, and reached Mr. Larpenter's
post late in the evening. This was a very miserable
hut, and the supply of dry meat with which he and liis

companions were provided so small, tliat I made but
one day's halt.

_
I obtained a plentiful supply of caps

from the opposition traders, who lived very comfortably,
having had abundant opportunities of laying in a store of

buffalo-meat by purchase from the Indians in the early

part oi the autumn.

iW'\'- .|J*|S.. iWK^"v
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Theso traders were about to send a despatch back to
Martin s post, so that their messenger and I travelled
together

;
we were plentifully supplied with dry meat

and therefore were not delayed by being obli(red to stop
on our journey in order to hunt ; and, finally, before
the termination of the week, I was re-established in my
old quarters again with Owen Mackenzie, to whom my
hne supply of copper caps now rendered me doublv
welcome. -^

After this 'he weather became so very fine that
nothing could persuade the few Indians still about us
that we were not in the month of April. Frederick
proposed going down with a couple of horses and an
attendant to the Minitar^e Fort ; Peekay, the well-
known Indian, from whose squaw I had purchased
Ishmah, proposed to go with him

; and a couple of
Indians having previously arrived, bringing me a most
kind and hospitable invitation from Mr. Chardon who
commanded at that post, I determined to accom'pany
the party thither. ^ ^

We accordingly set out one fine sunny morning and
though the weather at this treacherous season of the
year is never to be trusted, the day continued so very
hue that Frederick was quite overcome with the heat
ot the sun, and walked considerably in the rear with
his coat off, puffing and blowing like a grampus.' We
certainly formed a strange medley ; first, Frederick and
myselt

;
then Peekay and squaw, with their doo-s and

travails amon^ which, and drawing my worldly °c?oods,
tigured Ishmah conspicuously in the van ; and lastly
tne man m charge of the two poor miserable horses
packed with some articles of Irrian trade, such as
blankets, knives, vermilion, and especially gunpowder
ot which they were taking the Minitarees a good supply
having heard that they were likelv ic^ Ke ?hr,^i nf%-'
useful article there. ' " "

»
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We proceeded as far as Knife River, wlien, Frcdeiick

being very tired from his walk of ten miles in the snow,

we stopped to rest for a little time, and then proceeded

to walk across the Grand Detour.

The Grand Detour is a sinuosity in the river, form-

ino* a bend of about forty miles in length ; but the

chord, or, in popular words, the short cut, of which is

hardly fourteen.

At the commencement of this walk, I reasoned with

them on the inexpediency of attempting to divide the

journey, and urged the terrible position we should be in

if caught in a snow-storm c. the prairie ; but nothing

would persuade Peekay that we were not in the month
of April ; consequently the short cut was decided upon

in spite of my remonstrances.

We had proceeded about four miles, when we came
to a narrow thread of ice, where two or three trees

indicated a small frozen stream : but so steep was its

bank, and so deep had the snow drifted into this

can tee, that we had to cut the trees down with our axe,

and bring them up on to the top of one of the numerous

little hills which formed the range, and between which

the snow had drifted to the inconvenient depth I have

described. When we had brought up our wood and lit

the fire, some cooked, some unpacked the horses, and

the old woman superintended the dogs. At last, having

arranged everything comfortably, and stowed by our

sides the different articles of the trade, including the

gunpow^der, we fell to at our supper. Night was then

coming on, and it beg..n to rain slightly ; but we
brightened up the fire again, little knowing what was
in store for us. Shortly after dark the wind veered

round to the north-east, accompanied by snow, and at

last it blew so hard as to oblige us to put out the fire,

especiallv on account of the o-unpowdor. Owiner to our

exposed situation, the wind mercilessly drove sparks.

^mimm^.-^-'^o
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and even lighted brands, whirling amongst us, turn
which way we would, as the eddies of wind drove
furiously down the gullies against our little encamp-
ment from all points of the compass. Old Peekay and
his wife collected every blanket and skin they could
muster. I seized my buffalo-robe and blankets, called
Ishmah to me, round whom I put my arms, and
hugging him close to my breast, shivered through the
night.

Never shall I forget the horrible hours of suspense I
passed, expecting every instant the feeling of sleep to
overpower me, knowing the fatal consequences and
fearing an inability to resist it. I found my faithful
dog an invaluable friend, and really believe he was the
means of saving my life; for I seemed to feel the
caloric, as it issued from him, preserve my body from
turning into stone. Day at last dawned, and the wind
abated. We contrived to move to a less-exposed situa-
tion, where we lighted a roaring fire, and warmed our-
selves, then renewed our journey, reaching the opposite
extremity of the Grand Detour by nightfall.
Our supper that night was a very scanty one of dried

buffalo-meat, the last of the provision with which
Martin had supplied us. As for the urifortunate dogs
that accompanied the Indian Peekay and his squaw,
they, poor wretches, had not eaten a morsel for weeks

;

and so awful an array of starved spectres never were
seen.

The day after we reached the end of the Grand Detour
was very fine

; but although we passed over some likely
country, I was unlucky, and could not find any game
for some time. At length, one of us espied an old
buffalo bull in the distance, and I determined to start
in pursuit of him, although he was a very great
distance off.

As I was adjusting my snow-shoes and girding up
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ray loins, old Poel^ay lighted his long Indian pipe, and

waved it towards the four points of the compass, making

medicine ; he then threw himself down on the ground,

and uttered aloud the following words, as near as I can

recollect Frederick's repetition of them to me ; for by

the time he had smoked his pipe, or commenced
addressing the Great Spirit, I was already a good

step on my way. " Great Spirit, you see the state

we are now in ; we have no meat, neither myself nor

my squaw, and our dogs are sinking for want ; we
shall lose all our property, for the dogs are too tired to

drag it any longer ! Great Spirit, help us therefore, and

bring us some meat." His prayer ended, the old fellow

went along the edge of the timber skirting the river,

while I was far ahead trying to stalk up the bull, which

I had hopes of succeeding in doing, on account of the

inequalities of the ground where he was lying. The
walk, or run, was very severe ; but after taking a great

round to avoid giving the animal my wind, I succeeded in

getting within 200 yards of him perhaps, when, unfor-

tunately, in one of those fitful gusts of wind which

broken liilly ground always renders so treacherou" and

uncertain, the bull scented me, never stopped for a

moment's look, but wheeled round and dashed off as

terrified as if I had been close to him. I could not

blame myself for the contingency, and consoled myself

with the reflection of there being fortune in hunting as

well as a fortune of war. I had watched the bull's

movements for nearly a mile as he ran headlono; from

me, when what was my astonishment at beholding a

faint puff of smoke issue from a little thicket of

willows in the horizon. I heard no report ; but a

careful eager look satisfied me that the bull had fallen.

I hurried off' to the place as fast as I could, and found

that old Pcekay, who had not fired a gun or killed game
for many years, and who was, in fact, an infirm old
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man, had been 'walking through those very willows
alongside of which the bull had shaped his course, when
the animal passed the old man so close, as to enable
him to send his ball through the heart at a distance of
not more than ten or twelve paces. This was a most
extraordinary combination of chances,—if chances they
may^ have been called,—as the buffalo had a whole
hemisphere of prairie over which to escape from me,
and nothing at all calculated to induce him to make
for the only point where destruction awaited him.
It seemed as if the poor old man's prayer had been
heard, and meat had been sent him at his utmost
need.

We camped, quietly cooked, ate, and saved some
meat for the rest of the journey, which we were unable
to continue that day, as our unfortunate dogs so gorged
themselves on the carcase of the bull, that when we
harnessed them they actually lay down and howled

; so
on their account I was not sorry for the day's rest.

On the 1st of April I reached Fort Berthold, the
trading post of the Minitaree Indians, very late at
night. A slight thaw having commenced that day,
rendered the passage of several creeks and ravines very
dangerous, particularly for the horses. However, we
arrived at last. Frederick and his man betook them-
selves to the wooden lodge of their fellow-traders, and
I availed myself of Mr. Ohardon's hospitable invitation
to the fort.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Mr. Chavdon.—Bouchavville.—Geese put their heads together.—Ico
breaks up.—A Cold Bath.—Arrive at the Fort.—Preparations.

—

An Afternoon's Hunt.—Elk shows Fight.—Shot at Sundown.

—

Hard ^Vork.

I rouND poor Mr. Chardon very ill, with a -violGnt

attack of rheumatism ; but my arrival cheered him
very much, and what little news I could bring him of

his friends at Fort Union and the White River posts

was very acceptable.

The Minitarees are a noble, interesting people. They
arc most absurdly terme(f Grosventres by the French
traders, there being not the slightest foundation for

branding them with that epithet.

From this time, with the exception of one fall of

snow on the 4th of April, the weather began to wear
the aspect of spring ; and the breaking up of the ico on
the river was daily expected, as in some places it had
become rotten, and was no longer deemed sound enough
to bear horses.

April 6th.—Boucharville, one of the most celebrated

of the hunters and trappers of the Indian regions, came
into the fort. The poor fellow had been most unfortu-

nate ; he had, in an untoward hour and under the
influence of his evil genius, entered into a project of

trapping wolves, foxes, mink, &c., during the winter,

and had established himself—together with two other

companions—on a lake, about forty miles north of the
post ; but the winter having been more than usually

severe, he lost his horses, and made by no means a
successful hunt ; besides which, he had all his traps

stolen by Indians, and finally had a great escape of
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being taken by a war-party. I had a long conversation

with him as to the best direction to take for a hunting

expedition, and found he was thoroughly acquainted

with the whole country. He was one of those quiet,

patient fellows, that never put themselves into a passion

or get flurried about anything ; his appearance was

very much in his favour—a manly, handsome counte-

nance, with large and deep-set blue eyes. lie was

dressed, as the hunters usually arc, in elk-skin coat and

mocassins, and deer-skin trousers, with a hunting-knife

fastened in his belt, and in his hand he held his rifle,

the sight of which he had accidentally broken off, and

was deploring its loss, while endeavouring to supply its

place with a small piece of lead, which he was whittling

with a knife.

" Ha ! Boucharville, vous avez ^te malheureux, et

j'en suis bien fache."
*•' Oui, Monsieur, j'ai eu de la misere ; mes chevaux

sont morts, et mes pi^ges sont voles, mais me voici en-

fin!"

After a long talk, I proposed that, as soon as the ice

broke up in the Missouri, we should start off on foot

back to Fort Union, making nearly straight across the

prairie instead of following the sinuosities of the river,

as I had done in my winter journey ; and we proposed,

when we arrived at Fort Union, to take my horses and

proceed on horseback up the Yellow Stone River,

—

intending, with the proceeds of our hunting, to descend

the stream again in boats made of bull-hides. He
liked the project, and so it was made a bargain. He
was married to an Indian woman in the village ; so ho

borrowed a horse, went back to the lake for what few

furs and property he still had, and returned home to

the village to await the breaking up of the ice. About

this time poor Mr. Chardon became worse : the rheu-

matism had attacked him very severely in both legs,
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and he was unable to stand ; but I never saw a man
more patient under suffering or more grateful wlicn any

one relieved the wearisome, dreary hours by sitting and

talking with him.

The snow now began rapidly to pass away, and the

smaller rivers and springs were open ; ducks, geese,

outardes, and swans came hovering over our heads. I

had again recourse to my Trulock, but, alas ! shot was

not to be had ; so I was obliged to make it as well as I

could ; first I tried pricking holes in a card, fixed in a

small wooden frame, and pouring melted lead upon it

—

taking care to keep it perpetually in motion, by shaking

it backwards and forwards.

But I found the following a better plan ; i. e., to beat

the lead quite flat, and cut it into little bars, about

seven-eighths of an inch square, which we divided across,

so as to form little cubes one-eighth of an inch every

way. These we made as like grains of shot as we could,

by putting them into a small metal boiler in the kitchen

of the fort, and rolling them round and round with a
smooth stone along with some ashes. With tliis very

imperfect substitute for shot, I contrived to kill some

ducks and geese. The latter were very difficult to obtain,

as they always settled in exposed situations, where their

long necks enabled them to see for a great distance

round, and to be aware of the least sign of danger.

One very windy day, and under shelter of a bank at a
spring which supplies a little unfrozen pool, I contrived

to crawl along the ground so stealthily that I came
within thirty yards of a fine flock of wild geese. Their

heads were all close together in an admirable line for a

raking shot, as I lay on my chest in fear and tremoiing,

chuckling with delight at my good luck ; I stole the

gun up cautiously to the front, and a fine raking shot I

made. I did not stop to count how many I had mowed
down with the first discharjre, but fired the second

"O^i
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baiTcl fit one on the wing as he rose, knockincj him
over \:y lii<^ .ide of his companions. I found 1 had
floored six at the first shot, and liaving picked them up,

and the victim of my left barrel also, walked home in

triumph v>'ith seven geese on my back, which proved a
very grateful accession to our tough and scanty supply

of meat in the lardci . tiicy all agreed that the geese in

this instance had put their heads together to some
purpose !

Tlie 17th of April was a memorable day. About
daybreak the ice broke up on the Great Missouri

river ; the explosion, as the water burst the rotten

mass upwards, was like distant thunder. We rushed

to the high bank on which the fort is built, and from
its gate watched the various-sized packs of frozen blocks

floating by, roaring with a splendid sound as mass after

mass passed onward forcing aside all resistance, and
sweeping everything before it. The ice continued to

roll by for thirty hours, keeping up a continuous roar

—

it was a beautiful and, to me, a very novel sight.

I now bethought myself of starting on my journey to

Fort Union for my horses, and therefore engaged two
more men to complete my party. One of these was
Pdrey, a stout, active French Canadian ; the other was
a French half-breed named Paquenode: these I re-

quired in order to keep the camp, mind the horses, and
cook, while Boucharville and I hunted. I also hired a
horse belonging to one of these men, which enabled me
to bring kettles, blankets, buifalo-robes, and, in short,

to travel very comfortably. We took with us a small
supply of dry meat, some coffee, a little bag of biscuits

which Mr. Chardon gave me, and a large "quart-bottle

full of molasses to sweeten our coffee. This hung from
our pack-saddle, and—wonderful to relate—notwith-
standing all the vicissitudes of the journey, and the
incessant and sometimes violent oscillations to which it
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A COLD BATH. U7

was subjected as it swung from the saddle, the contents
lasted us for the entire journey !

During our march we had frequent opportunities of
procuring eggs from nests of the waterfowl, which begin
to lay at this season of the year : they proved a great
treat to us, particularly as the supply of dried meat we
had brought with us wau very small

; so much so, that
both meat and eggs failing, our rations were reduced on
the fifth day of our journey to one biscuit each.

Early next morning we were passing along the side
of the river, very hungry, and making a short march
with the intention of hunting in the afternoon. Porey
carried a double-barrelled gun loaded with buck-shot,
and was walking near the pack-horse, Ishmah and his
travail following me, when we were astonished by the
sudden appearance of four antelopes climbing up the
bank close at hand. Owing to the steepness of the
bank, they did not come in sight of us until they had
reached the summit; the moment they did so they
wheeled round, but not before Percy fired and shot one,
which rolled down the bank into the water, and was
carried down the stream. Boucharville and I tugged
at our gun- covers; his he could not remove quickly
enough ; I tore away the thong of mine—which had
run into a knot—with my teeth, and cocked my rifle.

By this time the other three antelopes were swimming
away in the broad stream ; a little eddy in the rapid
current turned one of them broadside to me ; I fired,

hitting the animal between wind and water, behind the
shoulder,—its head drooped, as, floating dead on the
surface of the water, it was carried down the stream
after its companion. Percy then performed a splendid
feat

;
he ran down the side of the river far enough to

enable him to undress,—which he partly did in running,
—jumped into the half-frozen water, along which the
blocks of ice were still at intervals coursing, strikins

l2
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ont bolflly, laid his hand on the first carcase, then with

oreat exertion reached the second as it lioated by, and

brought both into the bank : this was the more fortu-

nate, for liaif a minute more wouhl liavo swept them

])ast tlic bend into the rapids beyond where the scene

occurred, and involved not only the loss of our game,

but a considerable risk to this brave fellow.

The two antelopes afforded us quite a sufficiency of

food to last until our arrival at Fort Union, which we

reached early on the ninth day after our departure from

the Minitarees.

Arrived at Fort Union, I found things in a sad stntc

;

the hunters of the fort had been twice out for meat, and

could find neither buffiilo, elk, nor deer ; one of them,

Smith, an excellent hunter, had wounded an elk, and in

pursuing him through the timber had lost his mule,

which lie had brought out with him to bring home the

meat. The Indians, who had congregated about the

fort, of course were starving ; all being afraid to cross

the river and hunt up the Yellow Stone, for fear of

attacks from either Blackfeet or Sioux. As to the

points about the fort, my brother- sportsmen can well

fancy how thoroughly thrashed they must have been by

that time with the two white hunters hunting for the

. fort, and a bevy of Indians, all likewise eager in the

pursuit, and depending upon their exertions for their

very existence. The latter were in such a state that the

. traders had actually threatened to fire on their own

Indians, to keep them from rushing into the post

!

The dried meat, with which the fort is always stored in

case of game failing, had been badly saved the year

before, consequently was unfit to cat ; notwithstanding

which, they gave one excellent meal to myseli and men,

and afterwards I went out to inspect my horses left the

winter before, now only two in number, and in very bad

condition. . My friend Owen had most kindly given me

i^L^
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an order, allowin;i; mo tlie use of liis splendid thorough-

bred builalo-horse, tlie finest I ever met with in America.
He was a tall, powerful animal, with clean, sound fore-

legs, and grand haunches, very deep over the heart (so

much so that it was dilKcult to prevent his saddle from
slipping backwards), and on the whole, in good con-

dition. So my stud now consisted of four horses,

inclusive of the one I had brought up with me from the

Minitarecs.

The first thing I set about was to find the party

in saddles, bridles, and halters ; next, to lay in a store

of powder, lead, and copper caps, together with three

kettles and four tin mugs, besides a fair supply of cofi'ee,

sugar, and salt. A hatchet and two beaver-traps com-
pleted our equipment, and having set out all these ouv

worldly possessions in the yard in front of the post, and
counted over everything carefully, wc proceeded to

saddle up, Mr. Denig (who was now in charge of the

fort) urging us to make haste out of the way as soon as

possible, not half liking the prospect of having to supply

us with another meal. We divided equally amongst
the four horses, by means of ingeniously-contrived thongs

on the pummels and can ties of the saddles, the responsi-

bilities of the various stores, each man carrying his own
tin raup; with him. The smith then brought out

Boucharville s rifle, which he had properly sighted, and
taking up our guns, we bade good-bye to Mr. Denig and
the inmates of the fort, and rode away.

We now found ourselves once more thrown upon our-

own resources in a country from which the game was almost

driven away ; but Boucharville and I were well aware,

that if we could once cross the Missouri below the

mouth of the Yellow Stone, and then proceed up the left

bank of that river, we should, before we had traversed /

ten miles of country, be in the midst of plenty. But
here we were unable to cross ! the water still intensely
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colli, (luvoot'mv four hojWH in wnrh wroioluMl roiuHHon,
(hrtt I «lrtM\«lo«l {\\v uUiv ol* tmMM|»orlinu;' ihcm ovrr wiili

Huoli |»»voim<»\»» nsMinlnuoo im (luit ol" u mil. imrliotiliuly

wlu>n only oonstnuio»l of ilvil't wtMxl, and with (ho wry
\\\m\\ww\\l \\UH\\\H whioh onv nKIII tnul roMomvoM ooulll

m\\\A\. ll»>\vovtT, I wnM ih^torniiniul to niako th(^ Wnt
of it. rtn»l wo n>ilo down to (ho noxt )>oint in (lio riviT,

and <M\0{nnf»od nonvly oppoMito tho mouth of tho Yollow
S(ono. 'Ply wontlior was ho wintly (hat W(< ^avo up all

idoa v>f (akini»; onv horson aoroMM ilJor at h>ti,st two da>'M

nuMv
;

so, as soon a,s wo hail fo\ind t\'ood j^rn/inu; I'Mund
for (ho poor aniniuls, Honohnrvillo and I Mot (Uit to hunt
in tho point whotv wo woro oan»pod. Wo w»«ro hoth
vorv (irod ; a proviouH jonrnoy oit v\\^\\{. davs' nuirohi!%
our disaj^pointnuMit o( tho rost a oi>iipl(» ol* dnys' ioun;^o
in tho fort would havo i»>ivon us. and, ahovo all. tlio

divad wo had o( niakins;' our poor horsos or<>ss hy nw\\\»
of any raft that wo oould oonstrnot. all oon»hin«>(*l to put
us out »^f spiril.s. Vorv nnoxpootodly wo j^ot twt) shots
svt door that day. n»>twlthstandinij; (ho soaroity of i»'an\o.

Bouoharvillo hn^ko (ho loij; of i)n»> «loor ; hut did not i^et

him. and Unally ho wont to hod, havinj;- had nothing
nunv than a onp of cofi'oo tor supper. Whilo \\k woro
hunting: t!\at al>vrnoiui. l*a-]^u^ notlo and Poroy had oon-
struotod a vory oonifortahlo httlo hut hy drivin'i;- a iVainn-
work of sticks iu(o (ho i^ronnd, takini? a lai^o pioco of
lodov-skin for a cover, and piling up ^ivni ]mrv^ of
bark for (ho hack and sides ot this notable edilioo. So
sproadiiiiv oiu- i\>bes and blankets on tho ground inside,
with the saddles a.s pillows for our heails, wo lighted
a good fire outride at our feet, and made ourseh .-s com-
fortable for the night. Our hoiiso was constructed in
^>od time, fl^r we had fortunately anticipated a fine
downfall of rain. It continued to pour all night ; but
wehardly sutlored any inconvenience tVom tlie rain, and on
the whole, with the exception of having nothing to oat, wero
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ovon in thai |.ai'tiouliu\ havihji^ hud id oiirht n'thnk that
ni.H'Mili,y; aM)»h'lidid hirakl'iiHt ul' oIK, hitHultrd hiilhdo-
tniuj;n,M. cunoo, iintl, wha', iM nih. Iumh'^ in that roimtry,
dolioioiiH hroad.

Marly n«'\t niominx llou.hnrvllli« Hturtcd <.(! I., hunt;
Init I loniainod ht'liind, doiihlinjjj vory Miuch tho |M.M«i-

hility ul' proijuring any nniit wlioro vv«i wt-ro. Ih luro \w
do|mrtod. ho\v<'Vor, I ohargod hint to roturn tiUi>rl\y altor
nooii to nunp, uhon I j)r »)»oHod naddlin^ thi^ hurm'M, luiil

Hottini;' oil lor a low nn'cM toj^otln-r down tho rivor to a
vory lino point I know, having hiintod it NMoooMMrnll)^
th(> pri<vioMM wintor, hol'oro my lirnt donarturo IVoin l''ort

i'niuii. I lii(.|i lighted my pij..., nnd al'IdrwanlM wont
to Hlr(«o. My.jind hy tho day tjirnod out line, anil wo
prooofdod to dry (mr rohon and' hlankoln, wipe, tho naddloH,
doan tin? Iiitn, and tho low Htirrnp ironw (lor w(j had
hnt livo to lour Haddlon) that wo poHHoHHod. My own
Haddlo 1 had oomplott', it hoing an oxoolh-nt ono that 1

had hrou^ht np with jn(! in tin? autr.mn ; hnt tho othor
throo hoiiHtod of hnt ono Htnrnfhiron apioci?. I Muhno-
<inri)tiyha,rnt,uinli;rliou(!harvilJo'H tuition, tomakoadmi-
lahlo wooden MubHtitutoH for thoHo whih; on tho prairio.

JSoon after two o'clock, JJouoharvillo rotunnul to eamp
without ha,vln<^^ had a Hin^d(! nhot ; ho, in aeoordano*?
with my plan (d* tho unjrning, wo brought in and Haddhsd
tho two boHt hornos (/. c. JVlaoken/icH ami my old mare),
and rodo throo or four miloH along tho prairio down the
river to njy IV'^ourito point. Thi,s wan u very fim; wood,
about ninu milea long, and from four to five d(!op, mter-
fipersed with lovely gladeH, and beautiful f(!oding grann
for deir and elk. Wo oontinued riding alternately
through tlu'se and tiiiok wilioww, till, on em(?rging from
a copse of tho latter, wo (;ame in Hight of a bainl of some
fifteen or twenty wapiti fecsding in a large tAadQ. Wu
immediately faHteiied up the horses, and crept noiac-
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Icssly on foot nnder cover of the brushwood towards the

spot. Arrived at the utmost verge of our friendly

shelter, wc had the mortification to find that we were

too far to risk a shot, there beinj? fully 230 yards between

us and them. Wc held a council of war, and after some

hesitation, determined to steal back to the horses, ride

some way round, and come upon them from a direction

at right angles to the one we had just tried, where we
could see a clump of rose-bushes, which we fancied con-

siderably nearer to the elk, and which we intended to

try and reach by approaching from an easterly instead of

a northerly direction, we being then between them and

the river. Accordingly we crept back on our hands and

knees ; nor did wc get up and run towards the horses

until we were well out of sight of the wapiti. We then

mounted and rode half a mile or so round to the east,

when having again tied up the horses, we crawled as

before upon our hands and knees, and reached the ex-

tremity of the rose-bushes unperceived. Here there

was a large tree, behind which I could stand up quite

screened from view of the elk, while Boucharville knelt

on one knee at the edge of the cover, a position in which

he could shoot very well, for he used to mako a rest for

his rifle, by sticking his ramrod and loading-stick firmly

into the ground across each other ; I, who never could

shoot well from a rest, preferring to stand up. We were

now about 150 yards from the nearest of the band. I

chose a fine old stag, while Boucharville, with an eye to

superior meat, singled out a doe. We drew up our rifles

slowly, and both shots went off" together. The smoke
Lung heavily for a second or two ; when it cleared

away, wc espied one of the wapiti lying down. The
next instant down rolled the stag also. We agreed

to advance at the same moment, lest one or other of the
animnlG slinnlrl hi» nh]n tn nrpf nn nnrl psnnnp On
coming near my stag, he struggled to rise, but, unable

•
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to gain his feet, rolled back again. I looked towards

the other, when what was my surprise at witnessing a

regular combat between Boucharville and his wounded

elk, now transformed into a very formidable antagonist.

Springinji; on her haunches, she was striking furiously

at him with her fore-feet : one hoof missed him, but

the other fell on his rifle, which he held up for his protec-

tion, and smashing both his ramrod and his loading-

stick, beat him down on his knees. Rising a second

time, she was about to repeat the attack, when my bullet

caught her in the side of the head behind the eye, and

with a splendid bound she fell lifeless on the broad of

her back. I had made a quick and necessarily a rather

dangerous shot, but I was in luck that day. " Sacro

enfant du diable !
" exclaimed Boucharville, as he half-

rose from the ground, but looking at nothing till he had

satisfied himself that his rifle was uninjured ;
" mais

qui I'aurait cru ? Ma foi !
" continued he, laughing,

*' j'ai bien echappe, une biche a un coto et une ballc a

I'autre !

"

Leaving him to cut up the meat, I ran off" for the

horses, which I brought up. The day was beginning to

wane, and we had some way to go home to camp ; so we

made all haste to pack the horses, and placing the

heavy hides under us and over the meat, we climbed up

on the poor brutes, and jogged homewards. I still remem-

ber well the beautiful sunset I gazed on that evening

as my horse almost staggered along under his unmerciful

burden. At length the long-drawn shadows in our

wake faded quite away, and the sun disappeared behind

a ridge of hills to the westward in a splendid sheet of

gold. All at once, in strong relief against this light,

I saw some deer playing and running sportively back-

wards and forwards, appearing and vanishing by turns

on the brow of the hill. I left my horse to graze, and

stole nearer on foot, quite invisible to them upon the
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dark prairie. When I came within shot, one deer was
standing nearly broadside in bold and clear relief against
the amber sky

; drawing my rifle slowly up, I found
I could catch a glimpse of the sight between the deer's
belly and the hill, and again above his back. I repeated
the movement several times, as, unconscious of danr^er
the animal stood perfectly still ; and having finally
satisfied myself, raised my left hand once more, and on
losing view of the sight against the deer's body, pulled
the trigger. It was now so dark that I could see nothino-
more. I ran up the bl T, and soon discovered, by hil
frantic floundering, a jolly fine old buck with a bullet
through his brain. I shouted to Boucharville, who was
astonished on coming up to find me standint^ over my
prize, skinning away as hard as I could. With his
assistance the necessary operations were soon concluded,
and dividing the meat between the two noor already
overladen horses, we jogged on to camp f I in a high
state of delight, Boucharville not half relishing my
having fired a shot so near camp (then not two miles
distant), for fear of its attracting the notice of
prowling Indians. We reached home late, and wel-
comed by the plaudits of my two hungry horse-guards,
who had everything in readiness for cooking dinner-
we feasted till far into the night, chatting over our
adventures.

Before turning in for the night, we determined that
early next morning we would take all our surplus meat
to the fort, and exchange it for divers thino<s we yet
.wanted to complete our equipment. All slept sound,
with the exception of Boucharville, who never closed
his eyes for fear that Indians having heard my last
shot, might track out our camp and^'steal the horses
as they were gi-azing about. Morning, however, dawned
cheenly, reveahng them to our view, all safe and sound.
It was a iovciy day

; and each, as he tightened his belt,
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felt that he had much to do, and was well up to his

work. We packed two horses with as much meat as

we could possibly spare, and, mounting the other two,

Boucharville and I rode to the fort, leading our beasts

of burden. Breakfast was ready when we arrived ; and
we revelled on bread and fresh eggs (the hens laying

• very well, although fed, like the pigs, exclusively on
meat). Mr. Denig after breakfast gave me, in exchange
for the venison, an excellent four-oared skiff belonging

to the fort, some awls, needles, strong thread, and fish-

hooks. The skiff was exactly what I wanted to take

the horses across the river, which in these parts was
nearly half a mile wide ; and, delighted with this

arrangement, I sent Boucharville and the three horses

back to camp, with directions to send up men to take

the skiff down the river to the fittest place for crossing.

As soon as it was done, we commenced the arduous

task. Owen's horse I took first : he was a fine, thorough-

bred fellow, and swam in gallant style ; the mare not

so well ; and the last proved an exception to the gene-

rality of horses, in refusing to SM^im altogether. 1 held

his head, however, above water, while my companions
rowed with might and main, and after considerable

exertion and loss of time, during which we made great

leeway down the stream, we succeeded in getting him
over. I thanked my stars that we crossed in a good
skiff ; and am quite sure that had we attempted to take

the brute across with a raft of our own construction, he
would certainly have been drowned, and we might vevy

probably have been obliged either to let him go adrift

or til u..o>e shared the same fate with him. We were
not long in returning and bringing over the rest of our

traps ; and that done, I immediately proceeded to bury
my valuable boat under the willows on the south bank
of the Yellow Stone, close to the junction of the

Missouri ; ibr having had some experience of the appio-

f
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priating propensities of the younger Indians, and rightly
judging that they would soon be in that neighbourhood
on their way down the river fur their spring trade with
Fort Union, I thought it prudent to put my property
out of their reach ; and so hid it carefully in a fine sandy
deposit, where wc could recover it again without much
trouble.

CHAPTER IX.

Hunt on the Yellow Stone.—Grosse-Corne Hunting.-—A Beautiful
Camp,—Beaver.—Good Hunting Country.—Cat Fishing.—Skin-
boat Building.—Tailoring.—Crow Indians.—Descend the Yellow
Stone.—Surprise a Crow Camp.—Return to Fort Union.

Next morning we commenced our hunting excursion up
the Yellow Stone, starting at a very early hour, and
found game more and more abundant as we proceeded
from the mouth of the river, every now and then start-
ing a deer, or coming in sight of a long continuous file

of antelopes. Q^hese march in line, sometimes for
several miles together, and, by imitating the movements
of their leader, exhibit the most striking effects, re-
sembling military evolutions : they simultaneously
whirl round their white breasts and red flanks, like
the "Eight face!—Left face!" of a regiment on
parade. Obedient to the motions of their leader, when
he stops, all stop : he stamps and advances a step, the
slight similar impulse waves all down along the line ; he
then gives a right wheel, and round go all their heads
for one last look

; finally, he gives the right face about,
and away " their ranks break up like clouds before a
Biscay gale." Stately wapiti wandered on the plain,

vtv.iiij^ lixjii ioi. iivui \jiiv wiiiowtif iiu v>ii05c inenuiy
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shelter in they crashed the moment we presented our-

selves to their view. And as we approached steep

frowning cliffs, overhanging the river, I saw, for the

first time, the wild sheep or grosse corne of the Rocky

Mountains, balancing themselves, chamois-like, on the

tops of most inaccessible crags, whither they had rushed

on first catching sight of us. The grosse corne, or big-

horn, partakes both of the sheep and the deer in its

appearance, and in its habits resembles the chamois of

Switzerland, bein^ quite as watchful, possessing equal

facilities of bounding over fissures, and clambering up

similar inaccessible places. This wild sheep is stoutly

built, and its feet are stronger and larger than those of

the deer. The animal's light dusty-brown colour con-

forms to Nature's law, and resembles those shingly rocks

to which it clings for protection ; a very slight quantity

of wool grows about the ears and neck, also about the

knees ; the rest of its coat consists of strong coarse hair,

white on the rump, and tail tipped with black. Both

the female and the male carry horns ; those of the

former resembling the little horns of a goat, only flatter,

while those of the male are of a ponderous size ;
out of

all proportion to the apparent strength of so small an

animal, they grow somewhat similarly to those of a

common ram, only vastly larger. I have measured

some that curved more than usual, as much as two feet

eight inches in length ; the hollow part is capable of

containing two quarts of water, and is twenty-three

inches in circumference at the orifice. The cartilagi-

nous processes on which the horns grow are very strong,

and so also is the frontal b-^ne, with wliich they form

one mass, so solid as to enable the animal safely to fling

himself on his head from very considerable heights. 1

was told that when some of these rams reach a great

age, frequent instances have been observed of the horns

curving'in such a direction, as that their points re-grow
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into the ammal's lioad, and thus terminate its existence •

of this i.lionomenon, liowever, I never myself was a
witness. ^ ^ ^''

Arrived at this ranp of liills, I immediately called a
halt, determining to have a hunt after hio^-horn • and
leaving, my two men, Paciuenodo and lVr?v, to makecamp and look after the horses, BoucharWlle and I
started after the sheep.

We found them very wary ^^ame, and almost impos-
B ble to approach

;
once I clambered to within fair

shooting-distance of a ram, concealed from his view bv
a sheltering cra^ii;

;
but the moment iny head and riffowere raised for aiming over this ledge of rock, he was offwith one bound, disappearing down a fissure in the rocks

ijiierc I thought the animal would have been dashed to
pieces. Unlike the deer, who will generally stand andgaze a moment, as if trying to make you out, the wildsheep IS so shy and wary, as well as quick-sighted that
the moment he sees the slightest strange object above abank or rock, lie is instantly off.

I got, after much toil and difficulty, a tolerably fair
shot a a ewe, bu missed her, being blown by the con-
stant climbing. These volcanic rocks and hills are very
deceptive in their appearance ; and their similarity
causey much dilhculty in obtaining an approach to a^^
snot froiii a direction different to that from which you
obtained the first view

; for, on descending and creeping.
round their bases, the rugged cliffs assume appearances
differing widely from those which presented themselvesfrom the preceding summits. At last, however, I suc-ceeded in circumventing a fine old ram; and carefullyand noiselessly we ascended the cliff commandino- a view
ot our ganic, unconsciously standing about six?y yards
below- us, close to some stunted cedars. I pointed my
rifle downwards, and as the echo and smoke of the .hot
roilea away, l saw that my bullet had broken his back

^'siKafc* *<wr i i|ii>A li"i 'li'MIWH*''*
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and sent liiin floundorini,' below. At tlic report of tijo

Hliot, two larnhs bounded ofl", und lioucbarvillo instantly
Htarted in purnuit of tbein, answerini^ my remonstrances
by deelarint; tliem to be such excellent eatin^^

I therefore left him to his own devices, and clambered
down to my ram, which I had ample time to survey witli
p^eat delight

; and so loni; was 1 observin;^^ his ma;,mifi-
cent proportions, that I did not commence skinniufr and
cuttinnj him uji until 1 heard my companion's rille crack

;

and, shortly after, a second rc^mrt conveyed to iny ima-
<,nnation what had been the |)robable fate of the lambs:
however, I was satisfied, as I had not been a sharer in
the murder of the innocents. So, knowing that Bouchar-
ville would most likely send me assistance from camp, I
lighted my pipe, and, after a few j)ufts, lay down and went
fast asleep

;
from which I was awakened by the arrival

of my two horse-guards, who had come for the meat,
which, together with the skin and horns, we took homo
to camp.

On our return, wo found Boucharville busy roasting
two loins of lamb, and boiling more ; so, after stretching
the ram's skin, I sat down beside him, and found the
lambs, I must confess, much better meat than the tough
old ram we had just brought in.

Next day, feeling a little stiff from the effects of the
grosse-corno hunting of the day before, we determined
to stick to the woods and level country. Accordingly
Boucharville and I hunted up the left bank of the
Yellow Stone. The scenery was splendid, the river
being very circuitous and beautifully wooded ; rose-
trees, willows, and numerous and beautiful rhododendra
were strewn over the plain in advance of the heavy
timber. We returned late, bringing in the skins of
two wapiti, three deer, and an antelope to camp,
together with a portion of the meat.

After we had continued hunting and travellino- for
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8omo .lavs up the YoUow Stone, our skins nml iurs

iKvturallv onoui^h. aoeunmlatoa so fast that >ve hm,u it

>ve Nvont on much hnvjior at the same rate, we shouhl bo

foreea to h^ive some of these hi'hind us on the praino.

Sooner, tlieretore, than K>se tliese, I aeterminecl on h)ok-

i,,.. out for the next iavourabU^ spot tor a camp, an.l

clu.se a heautiful site at the mouth of the Ih- lli>m

Kiver, one of the tributaries of the Yellow btone, and

about 100 miles from its junction with the (.reat Mis-

souri 'riie scenery at this spot was siaemlnl, anjl at

the termination of the point the j^rass was excellent.

The .nven brushwood luxuriated all around, oiyinj; the

>vhole re-aou an appearance of bcin- well cared lor, so

utterly Sia tliat spot dilVer from the vast Avas es on

the (ireat Missouri's banks. The woods were thickly

stocked with everoTccns and shrubs now ilowerini!;
;
the

river rolled majekically alon-, and for some distance

the beautiful pjmss which carpeted its a liivial (h«posit

oTcw luxuriantly, without being rank. I his plain was

terminated to the south-west by hi-h rocky, broken

hills almost inaccessible in some parts, where grosso

come abounded ; and finally, the crowiiinjjadvanta.^o m
the position I had taken up was, that huilalo were to be

found there also, one of my men, sent out to reconnoitre,

havincr reported lar^^c hands feeaiii- on the neighbour-

in^r pniirie. The spring was now making rapid strides,

an"d bringing up the young curly grass in great abun-

dance Sti?tcliing an awning of skins to the south, to

protect ourselves from the sun's rays which were now

becoming a little too warm, we ranged out all our bag-

gao-e, skhis, and other tropliics, and then set to work

cleanin"" ffuns, mending mocassins, harness, etc., whicli

occupied U.e greater p-^rt of the day. In the evening

BoucharviUc accompanied me lor a shorty distance up

the Big Horn River, where we were hunting, when he

suddeniy came to a h- 'b, exclaiming, " 'lenc'z, monsieur,
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Some years ago a tamo beaver was kept at Fort
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a building mania into his head, used to cut and collect

wood most indofatigably ; and on one occasion, when he
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dccd the skill and intelligence displayed by tlje animal

seems greater than that which instinct can dictate, not

merely in choosing its tiuiber, but also by cutting tho

tree down with its indefatitrable little tusks, in such a
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162 RAMBLES AND ADVENTURES.

way as to make It fall exactly in the direction it wishes,
above the intended place of residence : so that, when it
cuts It up into lengths, it can swim down stream, steer-
ing the lop to their destination.

Before breakfast next morning we went to visit the
traps and found a beaver struggling in each ; one had
been taken by the foreleg, which was fractured hi^rh up
the other was caught across the jaws. My companion
put them out of pain by striking them on the back of

||
the head with a stick. When I saw the helpless strug-
gles of these poor intelligent little creatures, I was seized
with remorse, and determined forthwith that there should
be no more beaver-trapping.
As Boucharville and I "subsequently were conversing-

on the habits and wonderful intelligence of the animal!
lie thus strikingly expressed himself :

'' Monsieur ils
sont une espke de monde."

'

Fortunately for these little people, silk, which is now
manufactured into hats, has proved an excellent substi-
tute lor their fur, pi-eviously so valuable

; and now that
beaver-skin has fallen from eight and nine dollars a
pound to a dollar and one and a half dollar, avarice and
self-interest will no longer ply the instruments of their
destruction and sweep the ingenious little population
olt tlieir Western waters.

After breakfast Boucharville and I went in quest of
buttalo in the direction indicated by Percy, who had as
above mentioned, been out to reconnoitre. We rode
each leading a spare horse. Boucharville took his rifle
to stalk them on foot, while I, anxious to test the
powers of^ Owen s fine horse, which was now so much
improved m condition, took my double-barrelled Trulock
tor a run on horseback, intending, if possible, to pir^k
out a barren cow, as they afford the choicest meat at
this time of year.

We approached a herd of buffalo very successfully—

1
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thanks to intervening hills and the irregularities whichthe prairie afforded-and when about 400 yards fromour game, hobbled Boucharville's mare and the two
pack-horses. I then tightened the girths of my saddle
poured some loose powder into the right-hand pocket ofmy huntmg-shirt, and waited quietly until Bouchamlle

Si ''^*^'
^'?;r* '? *^^ ^""^- As soon as hereached a favourable position within shot, he fixed histemporary rest as usual, and after a deliberate aim,

fared. I could see that the animal was well hit, froni#the convulsive start he gave, merely cantering a littkway and then stopping
; the rest of the herd, on hear-ing the shot, looked up • but seeing nothing, went ongrazing again. I remained concealed to let Bouchar-

ville have a second shot. Accordingly he loaded-on
his knees all the time~and replacing his rest, selected
anotherbuU about 100 yards off. ^At the instant of
the report the animal floundered forward, stumbled
recovered bmself, stumbled again, and finally came
thundering to the ground. The whole herd now rushed
ott at lull speed, the cows leading the van, and the bulls
bringing up the rear, and last of all Boucharville's first
victim, rapidly falling behind. It was now my turn • so
putting a couple of bullets in my mouth, I gave chase,
and galloping first up to BoucharviUe^s wounded bull
shot hina down on his tracks as I passed. Then, load-
ing as I rode, I soon outstripped the bulls, and got
alongside of the cows ; but they were so thin and
miserable being most of them in calf, that I was several
minutes before I could single one out. At last I spied
a barren cow that seemed to promise good meat, and
faring into her, wounded her, so that I easily separated
her from the rest, and after giving her a couple of turns,
passed and shot her with the other barrel.

I was now more than a mile from the scene of
Boucharvilk'- ' "

'
'

- -

ill

exploit with the bulls ; but kno
m2

Aug
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that ho yoiild soon find mo, I took off my saddle, tied
niy horse s fcrc-leet together with a strong soft band of
leather, and, taking off the bridle, turned him loose to
graze, and set to work to cut up my cow. 8hc was in
wonderful condition, with nearly two fingers^ fat on the
lorn, surprising for that time of year.^ As soon as
Jioucharville had skinned and cut up his two bulh ho
joined me, and we brought the three skins and most of
the meat to camp.
Tho evening was beautiful, and Peekay and Paquenode

had gone to fish
; so leavin<r Boucharville to unload and

look after the horses, I strolled do^vn the bank of the
nver to see what sport they had had. I came upon
them unperceived, and never was more amused A
very large timber snao^, about fourteen feet long, and
very thick, lay fast a little way out in the stream : to
this they had waded, and, perched one on each end of
It, were intently absorbed in their occupation Their
trousers were tucked up to their knees, and as they sat
squatting on their heels on the log in the most rio-id
silence, each eager y grasping his miserable little ?od
with both hands, their long hair, which had ffot wet
and had been pushed back from their faces, stickinci
out behind, they looked exactly like two famished cor^
inorants on the watch ready to pounce upon any luck-
less fish that might pass up stream. I waded out, and
stood behind them some time unperceived, not a syllable
feeing exchanged between them. At last the silence
was broken by my bursting into a fit of uncontrollable
laughter, m which they joined most heartily, as soon as
they recovered from the surprise I had given them.They had caught three very fine cat-fish; about two
and a half pounds each, and before I left them they
caught a fourth

; upon which we all returned to camp
and enjoyed, for the first time, fresh fish, in addition to
good builalo-meat and coffee, for supper.
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The cat-fish is one of the finest flavoured I ever ate ;

firm, white, and very rich ; the men called it " barbue."
It is a quaint little fish, like a miniature dolphin ; has
double fins, besides those on its back, and a prepos-
terously long beard-like excrescence from each side of
its mouth.

After supper I called a council of war, and determined
to set about building a boat, to convey our skins and
fui-s to the mouth of the Yellow Stone ; and accord-
ingly, next morning after breakfast, we set to work.
The boat was to be constructed of the skins of the two
bulls stretched on a willow frame, which we accom-
plished in the following way. Two long and tolerably
strong pieces of willow were cut, and lashed together to
form a keel, about fourteen feet iong

; at about twenty
inches from each extremity of this keel a notch was
made half-way through the wood, so that we could bend
it upwards to form a sharp stem and stern to our boat

;

then, completing the skeleton of a punt, or rather of a
flat-bottomed canoe, we fastened willow-knees at regular
intervals, tied tight to the keel and round the frame

;

and cutting the head parts of the hides of the bulls low
down on the neck, sewed them together with awl and
sinew at that part ; and while reeking, and before they
had time to get stiff, threw them over the wicker frame,
lashing them on with elk-skin cord. While Boucharville
and I wore busy at this work, my two men were occu-
))ied cutting all the meat up in large thin pieces, and
drying it in the sun.

I was at this time very badly off for clothes. My
large winter grey woollen shooting-coat (or capote) was
completely worn out ; over and over again I had patched
it with pieces of blanket, but still the rents were made
worse, and at last it went utterly to pieces. I had,
however, with me an elk- skin, which had been uncom-
monly well dressed by one of the men while i was at

Hi

maw * -iwtp ii ".
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Fort Union
; this I took and cut into a huntinrr-sliirt

with loose sleeves, sewing it up partly with buffalo
sinew and partly witli thread procured at the fort ; tho
dressed skm of a small deer furnished the pockets in
tront, and it was subsequently ornamented for me with
porcupme-work by some Indian women, on ray return
to the fort. The fit was not of much consequence, asmy belt confined it round me. I found this a most
effective hunting-shirt, for no brushwood could tear it

•

and It now hangs up among my other trophies as fit for
service as ever. Although it was a simple thino" in
Itself, to cut out and make the hunting-shirt, yet it
took me three days, inasmuch as I was obliged first to
smoke the leather in order to prevent its shrinkino- and
hardening like parchment, every time it got wet '"next
to cut it out without the help of scissors, and with my
hunting-knifo only

; and, lastly, to sew the strong,
tough material together without a thimble, which was
very tedious indeed.

The day after my hunting-shirt was completed, I
went in chase of grosse-cornes with Boucharville, and we
killed a couple of ewes, in excellent condition. I was
greatly pleased at coming within shot of, and unobserved
t)y, a very fine old ram, who was standing amono- some
stunted cedars in rough, rocky ground. Two exposed
cedar-roots crossed above the surface in such a position
fts, from where I stood, to form a cross right against the
lore-shoulder of the animal ; so, profiting by this mark,
and arguing that if my bullet passed within an inch or
two on either side of the point of intersection, it would
be sure to strike a mortal part, I aimed right for it,—
hred, and on the smoke clearing off, perceived mv ram
bounding unscathed from cliff to cliff'. I had the
curiosity to go and examine the spot, and found, to my
surprice, that one root had grown into the other, and
tnat my bullet was bunVd rleen in fV.n ..r.^ofl -^ +i.-^

iuwomOKMlH
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very place, whence I cut it out with my knife and
brought it home in my pocket. We lived like fighting-
cocks in my little Yellow Stone camp : I used every
day to sit down to several kinds of meat, besides fish.

One day we actually supped on buffalo-beef, elk-meat,
venison, anteloi^e's-liver, and wild mutton, besides tho
luxuries of cat-fish and marrow- bones. Coffee and
sugar were lasting very fairly, and so was the salt ; but,
plenty as the meat was, 1 did not allow it to be wasted

;

and, as we had more than we could carry away in our
skin boat, I determined to build a second, so as to

convey it all to Fort Union.
My nether garments, also, were by this time in a sad

state of dilapidation, although they had been so fr>o-

quently patched with leather, so that it was very di\'b«

cult to say of what material they had originally consiste L
I disliked very much the idea of undertaking the con-
struction of a pair of trousers, as I had found the
hunting-shirt such an arduous task, and therefore

deferred the evil day as long as I could. One fine

morning, however, I went in pursuit of a very fine

wapiti stag, which, with several others, was feeding in
some brushwood, about a mile and a half from camp.
As I was crawling towards him on my hands and knees,
a sharp stake caught me a little below the knee in one
of the numerous rents which ornamented my garments,
and neatly removed the entire protection of my right
leg. A brother sportsman can easily suppose that I did
not allow the loss of a gaiter to check my progress, but
stalked up my elk, got a shot, wounding him very
severely, and after a hard run, killed him ; but so far
from the spot where I had lost my leg-cover, that I
made no attempt to find it again ; and had no other
resource but to make myself a new pair of inexpressibles
with all possible despatch. By Boucharville's advice, I

determnicd to go in quest of black-tailed deer for my

W^ftiiM
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matenal—tlieir skins producing the leather best adapted
tor trousers. So next day, we mounted our two best
horses and followed up the river for a few miles until we
came to La Kivi^re, a little tributary of the Yellow
Stone. Wc took the traps with us, but did not see any
very recent signs of beaver. I fell in with an enormous
Virginian doe and got quite close to her in the wood
before she saw me. She was about the size of a full-
grown Scotch hind, and was nearly as large a specimen
as the giant buck I killed one night in Arkansas

; but
my horse was so restless that I could neither get down
unobserved nor fire from his back ; and so she escaped.
We continued along little watercourses, and tryino*

the brushwood on the hills, till Boucharville got a shot
at a black-tailed buck, but missed him, as I did also a
doe. After a good deal of hard work, we shot a black-
tailed doe each : the meat was not very good, so we did
not burden the horses with it, but brought the skins to
camp. On the morrow I occupied myself in dressino-
them, with Boucharville's assistance, and the following
day finished and smoked them, and began to cut out
The celebrated Rout, of Portsmouth, ^ho was once
known to affirm that he passed sleepless nights over the
cutting out of trousers, could not have taken greater
pains.than I did with mine ; still I wasted the cabbao-e
to such an extent, that before the completion of my
work, I had to sacrifice another deer at the shrine of the
Sartorian god.

In this life, I believe, it is impossible to realize half
our wishes and expectations ; one cause of disappoint-
ment always remained to render incomplete the enjoy-
ment of the splendid sport I revelled in every day. If I
wished to shoot from horseback, a ride of a few' miles
afforded me most splendid runs ; if I wished to hunt
wapiti, the points on the river contained them in just
sufficient abundance to afford that amount of toil and
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appreciated : of deer I had a considerable number
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black-tailed deer I could always obtain by going a few
miles' distance to look for them ; the grosse-cornes I

could eometimes see swinging, as it were, and balancing
themselves on tops of the cliffs as I sat in my own
camp ; antelopes, too, were constantly to be seen, and
many a prowling wolf I nailed by disposing offal in

places easily approachable ; or, should I feel lazy, and
merely inclined to practise my rifle-shooting, in order, as
they say in Ireland, "to keep my hand in/' I could
always find lots of pheasants and one or two rabbits.

Notwithstanding all this, one species of sport yet lacked
me—I could find no grisly bear. I hunted long and
carefully for them ; but, strange to say, the whole time
I was on the Yellow Stone,. I did not meet with a single

one. I had, it is true, fallen in with their tracks, which
were quite unmistakable, and these, too, frequently quite

fresh ; and had often ridden or walked tracking them for

long distances, but always to some w^atercourse where I

lost the foot-prints among the shingles, or on some
substance too hard for me to trace them any further.

The camp was now full of meat, and my men had
occupied all their leisure hours, and most of the time
while I was hunting and tailoring, in preserving it.

The season was now late in May, and I determined to

return down the Yellow Stone to Fort Union, there to

take up the skiff that we had buried at the mouth of
the river, and to row down from thence to the Minitaree
Fort—about two hundred and eighty miles down the

Missouri ; my grand object being, if possible, to make
another hunting-trip, and try my fortunes in grisly-

bear hunting before the return of the American Fur
Company's steamer in July.

While I lay in camp one morning, turning this scheme
over in my mind, Eoucharville came running in to me.

r



170 RAMBLES AND ADVENTURES.

Peaux
and said, quietly, '' Ma foi, monsieur, voilti les
Kouges

! I immediately jumped up and discovered
some Indians on the opposite side of the river Our
horses were not far off, and both they and Perev who
was with them, were hidden from the Indians by the
willows of the point on our side. The latter were
evidently not endeavouring to conceal themselves but
were running to and fro on foot and on horseback.
They were so far off, Boucharville could not distinguish
Whether there were any women amongst them or not—
a point I was most anxious to determine, as that would
have satisfied us as to whether it was a war-party or
not. I felt, however, tolerably convinced that they were
Crows, aijd in all probability the party for the sprin«-
trade at Fort Union. They might%ossibly haveUS
J:Jlackteet, and consequently a war-party

; in which casewe should have had a fight for it, had they seen us. At
this moment Boucharville and I were immensely amused
by laquenode, one of my men, rushing into camp, in a
state ot extreme terror, with his eyes starting out of hishead

:
first he begged a hor^e in order to lallop awayand escape

;
then he implored for the bull-skin boat

to try and get off down the river. The more we laucrhed
at him the more he stamped and cried, u»til at las? the
scene became so ludicrous, that I thought Boucharville—who was in general the gravest, quietest fellow in the

rn^r''"!",^ ^T,^^';^
ot- laughter. P^^rey then camem and could not help laughing too ; he had caught sight

ot the Indians on their first appearance, and had cleverly
taken all the horses and fastened them in the willows
and had afterwards gone out through the point on footand reconnoitred. He pronounced them to be Crowsbu he was furious with Paquenodc, who, in his terror!
had actually seized on Mackenzie's splendid thorouoh-
bred horse, and, but for Perey^s violent interferen^ce
would have been at that very moment irallopincr ov^r ihn
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praine. However, although the probabilities were
strongly m favour of their being Indians of :i friendly
tribe, I determined, if possible, to remain concealed, in
the hope that they would pass us by unobserved ; as they
were most likely young reckless savages, very anxious to
distinguish themselves by making a " coup,'' and who
by hanging about our trail to steal the horses, might
give me some trouble. My plan succeeded perfectly

;

and notwithstanding the Argus eyes of so many Indians,
we escaped unperceived, which I was glad enough of

;

for, although some Indians individually may be very
tractable, yet collectively they are a great bore, and the
constant begging to which they subject one is anything
but agreeable.

Boucharville and I went out after the bulls as soon
as they were well away, in order to get materials for a
second boat. We killed one each, very large, old
specimens, and set to work at once at our new canoe,
which we completed late the following evening. Next
morning I despatched Percy and Paqucnode °with the
four horses back to Fort Union, across the prairie, a
distance of not more than ninety miles, as the crow flies.

This journey I rightly calculated they would perform in
three days without knocking up the horses, which, by
this time, had had abundance of rest, fine pasture, and
fair play. We gave them plenty of meat for the
journey, a kettle to boil it in, and in fact everything
they required. Boucharville and I determined to
descend quietly by water ; and although this was by far
the longest way, being nearly three times as long as the
land route, yet the rapidity with which the Yellow Stone
flows, almost made up for the difference.

The first thing we had to do was to find driftwood
suitable for making us each a light paddle. In this we
soon succeeded, and having packed the two boats, we
placed ourselves, one in the bow and the other in the
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stern of tho foremost boat, having the second lashed ovt
and towing in our wake, and commenced our descent of
this noble river. The scenery on tho Yellow Stone
differs slightly in its general character from that of the
Missouri, tho points being shorter, tho river more rapid,
and consequently more sinuous. Sometimes tall cliffs

overhung the stream where the points terminated,
presenting a fine appearance as their dark forms frowned
overhead, while up their summits could be discovered
the grosse-corncs bounding from crag to crag ; sometimes
we passed a noble wood just then in its richest green,
and crowded with vegetation in all stages of progress
and decomposition. Frequently did I stop my paddle
to admire the magnificent landscapes presented to my
view

;
the foregrounds of them formed by tremendous

trees torn down along with large portions of the earth
which had previously borne them, at those spots where
the violence of the stream had undermined the banks.
The trees were all different from our European ones,
but bearing in their foliage the character of ash, oak,
alder, and birch

; besides those less known to us, as
cocoa and rhododendrons, which were now beginning to
blow, and presented a beautiful appearance. Willows
were, as usual, in abundance, pushing in advance of the
timber like the tirailleurs and skirmishers thrown out
in the van of an advancing army ; at the end of the
point they commenced like osiers thickly crowded, the
switches increasing in size until they become timber,
and sufficiently large to contend for air and light with
the other forest trees. A strong stunted growth of rose-
bushes was always to be seen as an under-cover ; and as
we passed along, we could spy at a distance deer cara-
colling about, and splendid elk stupidly roving through
the woods with their noses poked straight out, and now
seeming to bewail the loss of their fallen antlers. The
work of paddling was so very light, that we continued

i._
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on till late in tlic evening
; tlio moon, altlioiigh not in

the full, sufliciontly revealing the snags to prevent our
falling foul of them. As we were thus rapidly stealin*'-

down the river, I heard voices talking, and callcS
Boucharvillc's attention to it ; but his hearing not being
so quick as mine, he did not perceive any sound for
some time, until at last he exclaimed, "Tenez, monsieur,
nous devons prendre garde

;

" so we allowed ourselves
to be carried down for a minute or two whichever way
the water listed. We presently made them out to be
the voices of Indians ; but I soon quieted Boucharvillc's
apprehensions, as I could distinguish those of women
amongst them—a proof that it was no war-party ; upon
which we determined to pay the speakers a visit.

We accordingly kept well in the centre of the stream,
and were not long before we saw their fire upon the
bank. We passed beyond the spot for upwards of a
quarter of a mile, and fastening our boats, walked back
along the beach to their encampment. Guided by the
glare of the fire, we were soon close to them, and could
unperceived survey the whole party, which consisted of
two old men, one old woman, and six young ones of
between fifteen and twenty years of age : four boys of
about thirteen or fourteen completed the circle. Their
horses were close into c:imp , and we saw at a glance
that they were a part of the trading- party on their way
to Fort Union, as the heavy packs of buffalo-robes
which the horses had that day borne were piled around
the encampment. We remained for some time contem-
plating the scene : they had chosen a most picturesque
position at the conjunction of a little river tributary to
the Yellow Stone ; three large green oaks headed the
camp, at the foot of which a kind of awning of elk-skin
was stretched over the old men's heads, a bright fire

was burning at their feet, and both the women and
boys were sitting around or bustling about cooking.
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" Allons, Bouclmrvillo," said I, and we walked boldly
in. Had a elicll burst among them, they could not
have been more torriHcd ; tlie girls and boys ran away
Bcrcaniing

;
one of tbe old men seized a gun, another

his bow and arrows. However, we soon ro-assurcd
them,, and on a further examination, one of the old men
recognised an acquaintance in Boucharvillo, who having
once been hunter at the Crow post, was known to afl
the principal men of that tribe ; so that in a few minutes
we were seated round the iire with them. Of course I
could not und(Tstaiid a word of the conversation

; but
Boucharville ypoke fluently, and Indians arc so wonder-
fully intelligent and ipiick at comprehending signs, that
you can, by their help, make them understand almost
anything. I soon saw that they were short of meat,
so I told Boucharville to slip out quietly (taking care
that none of them followed him), and bring them some
from the boats. I made use of this latter precaution,
fearing that some of the boys might steal our things,
and was by no means inclined to^ trust them too far.'

Boucharville soon returned with the meat, which was
very welcome, and we all supped together.
As soon as supper was over we returned to our ])oat9,

notwithstanding their anxiety that we should spend the
night with them. Arrived, we lighted a driftwood fire,
.or it was very cold, made ourselves some coffee, and
turned in for the night.

Next morning we rose very early and got under
way: about noon, however, it came on to blow so
hard tliat we were obliged to put in to the bank of
the river. At sunset, when the wind went down, we
voyaged on for two or three Iiours ; and the following
evening, after a long day's paddling, reached the mouth
of the Yellow Stone. My horses had just arrived
with Paquenode and Porey. All the Crow Indians
came in, including the party we had met on our descent.
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They were delighted to see us, and ornamented my
clk-Hkiii hiuiting-shirt on the brejXBt, and along the
sleeves, with a most brilliiint porcupine-work edged
with blue glass beads in return for the meat I had
given them.

OTIAPTER X.

Diflpofle oftho moaf..--DeRoen(l tlie Missouri. A, ^^',l^ |>!ui.y. They
decline tho attack. Obtain two more followerH. -Kill a young
IJonr.—The grinly IJoar.—A hrcakfaxt of Marrow.—Nearly kill
two EagleH with a ball.- Chase and capture two JJison CalveH,—

-

lleturn to Minitarco Villago.—Sc.afroMing.s for the Dead.—Indian
Games.—Death of Mr. Chardon.

I PAID a short visit at Fort Union, wlierc I disposed of
my meatj and received my supplies of powder, lead,
colFec, and sugar ; after wliicli we again assembled in
the camp we liad occupied previous to our departure
from the Missouri to hunt up the Yellow Stone.
Although I was visited in my camp by several Crow
Indians, I was fortunate enough not to lose anything,
which was possibly owing to the sharp look-out we kept.
At last they all came and camped round me, and I
found on inquiry that they intended going down to the
Minitarees on a visit, for the Crows and Grosventres
have always been on friendly terms, and I believe were
originally the same tribe. I thought this, therefore, a
very good opportunity to send my Iiorscs back to Fort
Berthold, and descend the Missouri in my skiff. Ac-
cordingly I sent oif Peekay with the four horses to
accompany the Crows on their land journey, while
Boucharville, Paqucnode, and I, proceeded to disinter
the skiff which we had buried at the mouth of the
Yellov,' Stone, and in less than t^vo hours were floating
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once more along the broad waters of the Missouri. We
pulled and steered alternately, relieving each other of

the hard work at intervals. The boat was a heavy one
for three oars ; but the stream was rapid, and we
descended at the rate of more than five miles an hour
for two days, camping at night on the river's bank.
Ishmah accompanied us ; his place being in the bow of

the boat, where he used to rush with the greatest delight

and lie down, keeping his head out of the way of being
punched by the fists and oar-handles of the rowers.

On the morning of the third day I was attracted, by
some very tempting rocky-looking cliffs overhanging the
left bank of the river, to try and get a shot at some
gTosse-cornes. We put ashore, but as there was no
timber near the spot, we had all to go to some little dis-

tance before we came to a suitable place for our camp.
There we tied up the boat to the roots of a drifted

tree, and having arranged a rendezvous, Paquenode set

about making a camp-fire, while Boucharville and I

started off sheep-hunting. We were not long before we
came in sight of some, on the broken country at the
back of the cliffs, and were creeping cautiously round to

get to leeward of them, when Boucharville suddenly
stopped, and bidding me lie down, put his hand up to

shade his eyes, and stooping at the same time as low as

possible, pointed out to me some objects at a distance,

and but partly visible, on account of an intervening

slope. It was with the greatest difficulty I could see

them, and it was only after a long look that I became
satisfied they were a band of elk. We continued our
course for a little while, when Boucharville exclaimed
with great earnestness, " Tenez, monsieur, 9a que nous
avons vu a cette heure, ce n'est pas la biche, j'en suis sur

;

je pense bien qu'ils sent les Peaux Rouges !
"

I quite

laughed at the idea, but Boucharville was positive now.
itOus verrons, paid, nc, wagu ' anu so stronffiy
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i 5
I

i

<lid he suspect the existence of danger, that I ao-reed to
go back with him to Paquenode. We had hardly reached
the camp, and were detailing the suspicious appearances
we had seen, when suddenly a large war-party of naked
painted savages seemed to spring out of the earth and
make towards us. Paquenode's terror was at its heio-ht
in an instant but fortunately, though shaking all ov'^er,
and his teeth chattering like castanets, he was too
frightened to run. Boucharville and I at once agreed
that our only chance of safety was to stick to the timber
where, if things came to the worst, we could make a
retiring fight of it ; and in this determination we were
much re-assured by our acquaintance with Indian
courage and warfare, knowing that, however eager they
may be in the pursuit of scalps and horses, they are
always most careful to avoid any loss on their own side •

whereas, from our advantageous position in the timber'
any attack upon us must have cost them several lives!
feo each taking his post behind a tree, with a couple of
bullets in his mouth, we awaited a further advance.
After a good deal of seeming hesitation, the Indians
appeared to have come to the unanimous decision of
leaving us alone, and drew off; so, skirting the timber
to the point where our boat was moored, we reached it
unobserved by the enemy, and were soon running down
stream. Fortunately the rascals had never seen our
boat, or they would have been certain to have cut off
our retreat

; and so, altogether, our escape was a lucky
one. "^

As we were on our way, Boucharville exclaimed,
alluding to our companion, '' N'est-ce pas une chose
terrible quand un homme a peur comme ca!" but it
was constitutional with him. Boucharville related to
me a characteristic anecdote of him, while we were cook-
ing our supper. » Souviens-tu, Paquenode, lorsque les
isioux sunt venus en guerre centre les Grosventres la-bas

I

; 'tl



f.'^r^'" "i^'H,"

ift

Vil

17vS KAMBLES AND ADVENTURES.

i

I

au Fort dc Monsieur Chardon?" {i.e. the Minitar^e

Fort). "Ah! laissc-moi done tranquille!" replied

poor Paquenode, who felt that he was being roasted as

well as the supper. I insisted, however, on knowing
the whole story ; whereupon Boucharville, in spite of

Paquenode 's numerous interruptions, informed me, that

on the occasion alluded to, the Sioux had come in a

war-pai*i;y against the Minitarees and an excellent battle

was fought,—a much better one than usually takes place

between hostile Indians,—in which the Minitarees were

victorious. When the period of rejoicing arrived, which

invariably succeeds an Indian victory, Paquenode, whom
no^)ody had noticed durino; the tumult of the eno-aixe-

nient, was to be seen in the midst of the revellers, the

gayest of the gay and the bravest of the brave, recount-

ina: his miji-htv deeds of the mornino: in true Indian

style. It was observed as rather strange, however, that

a Grood deal of dried mud was sticking; about the collar

and shoulders of his blue capote. Now the weather it

seems had been wet, and it so happened that a pit had
been recently dug, in which to stow some of the Mini-
taree corn ; and into this pit footprints led : these, it

was quite clear, did not in the least resemble Paque-
node's ; no, not at all ! The interruptions to Bouchar-
ville's story here became so frequent and vehement, that

the rest must be left to the reader's imagination, as it

was to mine.

As v.-e were proceeding down the river the following

day, we observed two white trappers on the bank. We
immediately put in to accost them, when, to our utter

amazement, they both ran away, leaving their bull-skin

boat, some good meat, divers excellent peltries, and a
beaver-skin or two, in our hands. Boucharville, how-
ever, followed them, and succeeded in persuading one of

them to come back. He told us that his name was
Dauphin; that he had been in the employ of the Fur
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'

Company ; had run into debt for traps and outfit

;

gambled away evcrytliing ; and when he saw us, was

under tlie imi)rcs3ion that my boat had been despatched

in pursuit of him from some of the company's posts.

He was much comforted on learning who I was, as he

said he was out of powder, and had no lead ; that the

only weapons he and his comrade possessed were a very

bad rifle, which leaked in the pan, and but seldom went

off, and a pistol that stuck at half-cock ; and that they

were then actually employed in making bows and arrows

:

he added, that they would gladly come with me, if I

would accept their services ; and on my assenting,

started off to find his companion, congratulating himself

on his good luck in having fallen in with me. I there-

fore chose a convenient place for camping ; and after an.

hour or so, the fugitive, Gardepee by name, was ushered

int'» my presence. We now mustered a party of five,

which promised to render the management of our skiff"

a much less laborious affair. Cheered by the comfort-

able prospect now before them, these youngsters re-

counted their adventures, and, indeed, seemed to have

got on very well, until their fire-arms had become almost

unserviceable, and their ammunition nearly exhausted.

On the morrow we found two good pieces of driftwood,

calculated to make a couple more oars, which we were

not long in completing ; and then, with Ishmah in the

bow, and Paquenode steering, we went along in capital

stjde.

Next day was so windy, that we could not continue

our descent ; so I went out to look for black-tailed deer,

in little thickets of brushwood, on the old red sandstone

hills about the mouth of Knife River. I shot a fine

buck, and was busy skinning it, when I heard, " Mon-

I
sieur, venez ici !" loudly shouted. I looked up, and

just saw the figure of Dauphin vanish over the brow of

a hill. Of course, I foliowed with my loaded rifle, and,

N 2

w^
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OT) reaching the summit, beheld a bear standing on his
hiu(l-leg-3, and staring about him in every direction,
i^hilo Dauphin, concealed from his view by a rock, was
industriously snapping his pistol at him. On see'mcr
me, the brute shuffled off at a great pace ; but when I
eame up with Dauphin, the latter, imitating the croak-
ing of a buffalo-calf, brought him back a^ain a little
way, so that I got a shot at him, and hit him in the
liaiik, though, blown as I was by my ascent, I could
hardly hold my breath to take aim. The bear clawed
«it the spot where the ball struck him, and charged up
to within twenty paces of us, while I was reloading

;

whereupon Dauphin snapped his pistol again at hfm
without effect. Fortunately for us, Bruin was only a
two-year-old, and afraid to rush in, though large enough
to have smashed both of us, defenceless as we were at
the moment, and, before I could get on my percussion-
cap, bolted over the brow of the hill. I was still so
thoroughly blown from my run over the rocky ground,
that I gave up my heavy rifle to Dauphin, who threw
down the useless pistol, and started in chase, I following
hira. He soon got a shot at the bear, who turned round"^
clawed at the wound, gave a savage growl, and ran into
one of those little clumps which always mark a water-
course in the hilly country. I took the rifle again,
loaded, and pursued the enemy right into the clump, in
spite of the remonstrances of Dauphin, and, gettino- a
sight of him first, gave him a finishing shot between eye
and enr. Although he was but a young bear, only in
his third year, it was with great difiiculty that we could
drag him out

; he measured five feet four inches from
the rump to the muzzle, and his claws were three inches
and three-quarters long. Had he been fully grown, and
possessed of that amount of courage and ferocity with
which the old grisly bears, both male and female, are
endowed, it would certainly have tared badly with us
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that day. However, we skinned our prize with great

satisfaction ; and I was exceedingly pleased with the

pluck and daring of my companion, who had been

twice charged by the bear, and whose pistol had twice

snapped.

The grisly bear is an animal very little known in this

country, the damp climate of which does not agree with

him. The celebrated Catlin brought over one or two

specimens ; but they met with the fate that almost

invariably attends pets—an untimely end. There are

now some young specimens of the grisly bear at the

Zooloirical Gardens of the Re";ent's Park ; but I fear

they do not promise well ; they are not attaining the

size to which their age entitles them. The grisly bear

is poetically and justly called monarch of the Jlocky

Mountains—a name to which his size and ferocity fully

entitle him, as he roams over these vast solitudes fearless

of everything. The full-grown male measures eight feet

six inches from muzzle to stern, and about that size

round the body ; his feet are in shape something like

those of a negro, and are about eighteen inches in

length, armed with claws fully five inches long ; his

arms and legs are enormously powerful ; and as he

walks and trots, he moves the hind and fore foot

together on the same side, and rolls his head at every

step. In colour he varies a good deal, from a common
brown to a beautiful steel-grey. He differs materially

from the common brown bear in the size and shape of

the head, which is much larger, and also in the fore-

legs, which are not only much stouter, but covered with

very strong wiry black hair, while his claws are much
longer and stronger than those of the brown bear.

Naturalists are divided in their opinion as to whether

the grisly bear climbs trees or not ; but I am perfectly

convinced that he does not. Men have told me of

escapes they have had from them by ascending trees
;
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and one trapper, named Joe Uno, told me that he once
had a mocassin torn off his foot, while in the act of
escaping up a tree, by the stroke of the ponderous paw
of a gnsly bear, which, however, was unable to follow
him, and sat for a considerable time at the foot of the
tree, watching for him to come down.
The evening was very wet and windy, and next

morning I awoke with a ten-ible toothache. I felt as if
all my teeth were too long ; and eating my breakfast
was attended with such pain, that I was compelled to
relinquish the task (though I had a fine appetite), and
to solace myself with a pipe, while my companions were
discussing tough buffalo and venison. As I lay in view
of the river, I saw some dozen buffalo-bulls descend the
opposite bank, plunge into the stream, and commence
crossing the river. I ran down to the spot where I
knew they would land, having observed it the day
before, and reached it just in time to conceal myself as
the foremost bull ascended the bank. He passed close
to me, receiving, as he did so, a mortal wound ; he
pawed the ground, looked about him, saw nothing upon
which to vent his rage, lay down, and died. I knew
that,^ being the foremost bull, he was most likely the
one m the best order ; so I drew my knife, and soon
possessed myself of the four marrow-bones ; then strip-
ping off some of his strong hide, I made a cord of it
and 'loading myself with them, returned to camp pro-
vided with a breakfast more suitable to the state of my
teeth. I roasted the bones, and made a most delicious
meal of the rich soft marrow. It was so good, that
iJoucharville and Dauphin, to whom I lent my rifle
went after the rest, and in a couple of hours returned
Jadeii with marrow-bones. I remained the rest of the
day in hopes of finding a bear, but was disappointed.
In the evening I went down, accompanied by Dauphin,
to the spot Yfhere I had sliot the bull, in hopes of findino*
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a wolf there ; but as wc drew near it, a wary prowler,

that had been foastinn; himself, perceived our approach,
and sloped olf before 1 could get within shot ol him. I

observed a stranj^c fluttering, however, at the carcass,

and, looking carefully to discover the cause, saw, to my
surprise, two eagles lighting like Bantam cocks for tlie

possession of the carcass. At last, one of them flew up
and perched on a branch of the tree overshadowing the
fallen bull ; the other immediately pursued and renewed
the fight, striking fiercely with beak and claws at his

adversary, who appeared to me to be parrying with his

Avings the strokes of his assailant's talons. I raised my
rifle, while about sixty yards from the combatants ; but
unfortunately, as I drew the trigger, the attacking

eagle soared up a little, and thus escaped the bullet,

which, passing right through the breast of the other,

brought him to the ground. Had I fired the fractional

part of a second sooner, I should have performed the

curious feat of killing two eagles at one shot with a
single ball

!

The morrow was a long, hard day for my men. They
had to make the whole of the Grand Detour, a distance

of upwards of forty miles, while I took by myself a
short cut across the prairie, agreeing to put up some
obvious mark on the bank of the river where I should

stop, and to provide supper for the party, as our meat
was nearly finished. We accordingly parted company

;

the men in the boat taking their circuitous route by
the river, and I my straight line across the prairie for

the opposite extremity of the bend, a distance of about

fifteen miles ; Ishmah, sorely against his will, remaining
in the boat. I reached the end of my journey long

before the others, chose a point for a convenient camp-
ing-place, and went out to hunt. I was fortunate

enough to kill a fine four-year-old buck as he was on

his v>'ay to drink at the river, and by sliooting him in

WBBH'JMl! mmn^'^
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las tracks, found I had no distance to drag him, as the
spot where he fell was not thirty yards from the river,and in a straight path for bringing water up and down
in the kettles. I therefore skfnnid him at once and
iastening his hide to a stick projecting horizontaUy
from a tree overhanging the river, 'as a beacon to my
companions, I lit my fire, cut up the game, and sat
patiently awaiting their arrival. They came before
sunset, and had no difficulty in observing the deer'sskm As the sun sank in clouds of purple and gold
betokening a windy morrow, we lashed our boat wellup, took plenty of things ashore ; in short, unloaded

^T^L^^
the cargo, and made ourselves comfortable for

the night. Morning dawned, accompanied with a wind
that effectually prevented any progress that day ; soDauphin, Boucharville, and I took a ramble to sumy
the praine beyond the timber where we were encamped
leaving Paquenode and Gard^pee to take care of thecamp and boats. As we emerged from the point, wecame m sight of a large herd of buffalo-cowsW
chewing the cud on a fine grassy spot. Many of themwe perceived to be heavy in calf, while somi were htand barren

;
and I may here take this opportunity of

Tr^fT K
^ ^ conclusion at which I have arrived f?om

careful observation of these animals, which is, that they

^^Lt't 1^''^ second year; for the cow remain^
with the bull as early as the end of June, or beginning
ot July, and does not calve until the end of Mav orcommencement of June following, from which I infer
that she carries her calf for at least ten or eleven
months, two months longer than the period of gestation

ZlZT "f^'' .^? '''^^ '^' ^^^« ^^^4 in that
position, Dauphin and I crept round behind a risino.
ground, and arranged that Boucharville should en"^
deavour to get within shot of one of the barren cows •

but before we separated, Dauphin, whose quick eye
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en-

eye

was always on the alert, suddenly exclaimed, " Tenez,
Boucharville, voyez ! " and, pointing to one of the lean,

distended cows, continued, " cette vachc va fairo son
veau il cette heure ; attendez un pen avant d'approcher

!

"

and hardly were the words out of his mouth, when she

leaped up and calved with one very slight effort. " Allons,

I'attrapper !
" exclaimed I, and leaving Boucharville

staring after us in utter astonishment, we started in

pursuit of the little fellow. The cow, of course, went
off, and at a tolerable pace, followed by the calf, at an
astonishing rate for so young a beast. Dauphin wanted
to shoot tne mother, in order not only to shorten the

race, but to increase our chance of rearing the calf, by
cutting off the cow's udder when dead ; but that, of

course, I would not allow, and ended the discussion by
knocking up the muzzle of the rifle which he was using

with the barrel of my gun. Then bidding him follow

my example, I threw down my gun to licjten myself,

calling on Boucharville to take care of the two ; and
drawing our belts a hole tighter, we dashed off again up
hill and down dale, till at last we stretched away right

out along the prairie for five or six miles. By-and-by
the little calf began to show symptoms of failing, and
the cow, allowing her instinct of self-preservation to

overcome her maternal attachment, made the best of

her way off, and crossing some inequalities in tl.o

ground, was lost to the sight of her offspring. The
little fellow then stopped ; whereupon Dauphin, who
possessed a wonderful facility for imitating the calls of

animals, immediately began to grunt like a buffalo-cow,

and to our great amusement the little beast turned

about, cocked up his tail, and came galloping back to

us. We then turned about, and to our great delight it

frisked round us all the way into the camp. I was
most anxious to get it to the fort as early as possible,

for 1 knew that if I could do so in time, I might by

^

Si'

IS
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chance be able to rear it on pounded Indian corn and
lukewarm water.

^
Very early next morning we repacked our boats, gotm our little calf, whom we dosed with strong broth for

want of more congenial nourishment, and took our
course down the river again, in hopes of reaching the
fort that night. We pulled very hard, not stopping to
eat at 12 o'clock

; but about that hour, and while in
the act of rounding a point, we came across a whole
band of buffalo in the act of crossing the river. We
could pull faster than they could swim, so, cutting our
sk. n-boats adrift, with a triumphant yell, we steered the
ski IF right among the snorting throng, and singling out
a l)rave little calf that was swimming like a water-rat,
we gave chase. Young as he was—and he could not
have been more than a day or two old—he gave us a
great deal of trouble, turning and dodging with wonderful
quickness. At length, in endeavouring to swim a^^ainst
stream, the little wretch was drifted back alongside the
boat and captured

; so that we had now a pair of these
interesting animals on boar^l We pulled on in great
spirits till some time after si set, but were unable, with
all our exertions, to reach the fort that night ; so we
camped and cooked, drenched our little calves with
strong broth, drank the last of our coffee, and after
talking over our adventures, turned in for the night.
I thanked my men very heartily, and ga- tlicm°ali
praise for the immense exei lions they had -i..-^ f- aid
me in obtaining the calves and bringing tl..^. oakiy to
the fort, as I had the greatest anxiety to convey the
bison to Europe—an object which I am happy to say I
subsequently succeeded in effecting.

Ne;.t morning we got under way at daybreak. When
near ih- iorl-, 1 saw a splendid male antelope, with
the la^vrci' head of horns I ever saw. I unshipped my
oar, drew up my rifle, and missed him, on wliich he very

I
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quietly walked on a pare or two. Boucharvillo then

handed me hia rifle ; I fired, but unfortunately the

bullet striking just above the animal's eye, so shattered

the skull as to make it unlit for ray collection. We
pulled into the fort in time for breakfast, welcomed by
poor Mr. Chardon, who was the bourgeois, or head
maniicjer, of Fort Berthold. He had then been for a

long time ill with rheumatism, and on my return to the

fort I found him worse. He seemed quite to long for

any one to talk to him and enliven the weary hours

that he passed on his sofa hardly able to stir ; so I

occupied myself in making some shot, while I recounted

my adventures to him, or laid plans for future expedi-

tions. In the evening I generally joined the Indians,

and sa* with the old men watching the women playing

at ball, or the young men at their different games. My
horses had arrived quite safely with P^rey and the party

of Crow Indians ; so that on the whole my hunting

expedition had turned out most prosperously. The
weather had now become warm, and the place was
decidedly unhealthy, owing to the vile habit these

Indians have of not burying their dead. Instead of

doing so, they place them aloft on a framework of

sticks ; so that, around the camp, you see these scaffold-

ings in all directions, bearing bodies in every stage of

decomposition, and merely wrapped each in s^n old

buffalo-robe. Near each is also hung his medicine, i. e.

any little thing that during his lifetime he may have

deemed a preservative against danger, or a charm against

sickness, or miraculous agent assisting him to find

buffalo, &c. : his pipe likewise, if he had one, is also

laid beside him, and a bow and arrows, which it is

supposed he will hereafter need when admitted to the

hunti]ig-gTounds of the blessed. A strange anomaly
seems, however, to prevail, and one inconsistent with

this great apparent respect for the dead ; namely, that
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an Indian will not hesitate to appropriate any part o£

the dead man's paraphernalia, provided he replaces it

by an article of the same kind, no matter how inferior

or how much previously injured ; for instance, if an
Indian has an arrow without feathers or headless, he

does not scruple to exchange it for the best arrow in the

deceased's quiver. When the skulls fell off, they used

to place them in circles, together with, I believe, some
of enemies which they may have taken as trophies—at

least, those of such as were slain near their village.

Their houses, unlike those of the Assineboines, are

built of wood cut in piles and plastered with mud, and
in outward shape resemble apple-dumplings ; so that^

when the boys race about the village, they run over the

tops of them with the utmost ease. I was much
amused one evening at witnessing a game of this

nature. One young fellow, of about eighteen, was
shaded along the ribs with white chalk in such a way
as with his red skin to look ludicrously like an antelope.

On his head they bound the horns of an old forcifer

male antelope dexterously attached to a piece of the

skin, the ends of which he tied under his chin, forming

altogether a most entertaining caricature of the animal.

He then stood on the top of one of the houses in the

centre of the village, and on a concerted signal the

pursuit commenced, the antelope being chased by

half a score of other youngsters, till he was at last out-

dodged by numbers and captured. Besides these, we
had horse-races, the Indians betting sometimes very

coolly, at other times with great excitement, and always

paying their bets of skins, blankets, sugar, tobacco, &c.,

with most praiseworthy honesty.

A day or two afterwards poor Mr. Chardon requested

me to write his will for him, which I did. He dictated

evervthiner correctly and sensiblv. and the dav after

signing it, died surrounded by us all, detailing to us
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with his last breath how some years before he had gone
out after a buffalo with another man, and while passino-
through some willows behind his companion, his f^un
had gone off, shooting the latter dead at his feet. Un-
fortunately, they were known to have quarrelled, and
were never on very good terms with one another, so that
some had unjustly accused him of having designedly
shot the unfortunate man; but poor Mr. Chardon's
last words were, "As I am going before my God, it

was an accident/' Poor fellow ! I felt very much cast
down at his death, and as I had ever since my arrival
at the fort suffered from dysentery, occasioned by the
smell of all the dead bodies about the village, I went to
Boucharville's lodge, and sounded him as to his feelings
upon the subject of a second hunt. " Monsieur,'' he
replied, "od vous allez, moi, je suive! je partirai ce soir
si vous voulez." So we finally arranged to set off next
day, convey the horses across with my skiff, hunt up
the Little Missouri, and try the Turtle Mountains,
famous for grisly bear.

CHAPTER XI.

Another Hunting Expedition.—The Turtle Mountains.—Dangerous
Hunting Country.—My last Buffalo Hunt.—Sold by an Antelope.—Attacked by and kill a grisly Bear.—Her cubs how.s fight.

—

Depart from the Turtle Mountains.—Attack a grisly Bear.
More grisly Bears.—Mr, Denig's Adventure.—Bear smashing a
Buffalo.—Murray and his Mackinaw Boats.—^The Pipe of Peace.—Shake hands with an old enemy.—An Indian Battle.—Canni-
balism.—Arrival of the Martha.— Death, of poor Smith.

As on the former occasion, I laid in good store of powder,
lead, copper caps, awls, and coffee, to which I added a
large quart bottle of molasses as a substitute for sugar,
that article being rather scarce at the fort. With sad-
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dies, bridles, &c., I was well provided, so tliat mv
arrangements were quickly made ; my horses crossed
well, and 1 did not experience anything like tlie diffi-
culties attending my start from the Yellow Stone. I
got well away on the opposite prairie ; and, once out of
sight and smell of the fort, my spirits rose, my appetite
returned, and the dysentery departed. We camped latem the evening beside a refreshing stream, which flowed
through a beautiful copse, and spread our beds amono-
the now fragrant rose-bushes. What a change from thS
noxious atmosphere of the fort ! We sat long talkino*
ot poor Mr. Chardon as we smoked our pipes and sipped
our coffee after supper, till one by one fatigue overcame
us, and we slept soundly till dawn. Much refreshed we
arose, stirfed the embers of our fire, ate our breakfast,
brought m the horses, and were soon in the saddle and
en route.

^
That day we shot a fat buffalo-cow, and

carried with us the hide and marrow-bones ; and two

^+-°i*^%i
^^^'"^^^^ camped within an hour or two^s ride

ot the \ urtle Mountains, which we reached early on the
tourth day of our journey from Fort Berthold. Approach-
ing 1 urtle Range from the eastward, you pass over a
level grassy prairie, out of which, like an island from

A r'f.''*^''',"^/''
Montague de '^^liv.^'' par excellence.A light band of vapour veiled the splendid landscape

trom our eyes, revealing above and below its ^auzed
drapei7 the hill-sides belted with wood, and inte?sected
witli little threads of rivers, marked by rugged lines of
timber and scrub fruit-trees, the favourite resort of
grisly bears in the autumn

; at which season they con-
gregate, as I was told by Boucharville, in such numbers
as to prevent any one from hunting throuo-h them ex-
cept on horseback, and at great risk even then. To this
fact, however, I am unable to bear testimony as I
arrived there only in the month of June, far to soon for
fruit.
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As we ascondcd, the day grew very warm
; tlic sun

chased away the mist, and ridges and declivities in tlie

mountains, hitherto unperceived, showed themselves
before us. We continued to ride up and down through
cedars, green oak, rhododendrons, and all kinds of wild
fruit-trees, till we reached a little river at a spot where
a party of Minitarees had camped the year before. They
had built a triangular lodge of long wooden poles, like
hop-poles, piling them in the shape of a cone, and so
closely as to render the hut bullet-proof—a necessary
precaution, as they could never venture there save in
fear of their lives, the position lying in the regular pass
of the Sioux when they go to war either with them or
the Crows. We took possession of the hut, not sorry to
feel ourselves in a bullet-proof shelter, in a place where,
I must admit, we ran some risk of being surprised by
an Indian war-party ; but I was so anxious to hunt the
grisly bear, that I could not endure the idea of leaving
the country without a closer acquaintance with the
monarch of these mountains. As a general rule, the more
dangerous the country the greater the probability of
finding abundance of game, showing in more ways than
one the truth of the old sportsman's adage, " the more
danger the more sport/' This part of the country
is so evidently the line of direction between the three
hostile tribes, that none of them dare venture into it

for hunting purposes, except when driven to despera-
tion by hunger, they endeavour to snatch their game
from between the jaws of Scylla and Charybdis. Much,
therefore, as I enjoyed the locality for a hunting-camp,
seeing buffalo on all sides, elk feeding in the distance,
and fresh deer-tracks in every direction, leading to and
from the inviting streams that ran down the slopes,
Boucharville did not relish it at all, and began already
to calculate how soon we were to go away. My hunting
days I knew to be drawing to a ""close ; the steamer of
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the American Fur Company would be due very soon
and I had not much time to spare. After breakfast I
saddled Owen's horse, and descended the hill for a run
at buffalo. I chose a band of cows, most of whom had
calved, and whose little ones scampered at their heels :

passing these easily, I detected one or two fat barren
ones in the van, and gave chase. Some bulls who had
caught sight of the running cows now began to run
a so, and bulls and cows intermingled were soon peltino-
along m a confused mass. I did not care to fire at
the former, and was pressing on after a lat cow I had
selected, when one of the bulls, a little blown by the
race, stood still for a moment, and as I doubled across
film after my cow, made a headlong rush at me • I
could not pull in, and to turn was destruction

; I had
nothing for it but to lift my horse, and givino- him a
tremendous cut with the whip, he sprang into°the air
and just cleared the bull when in the act of charo-ino-'
I felt my horse's hind-legs carried aside as they cauo-ft
the brute s shoulder, or head, or neck, I can't lay
which

;
but we dashed on happily unhurt, and the next

instant I was passing the cow, when, standing up in the
stirrups, I gave her a shot that brought her roUino- on
the plain. I now carefully examined Owen's horse
and thanked my stars that we had escaped unscathed'
resolving in ray own mind that it should be the very
last time I would ever run buffalo mounted on a friend's
Jioi^e. Mackenzie's horse was a magnificent animal
and nearly thorough-bred, and althouj^h the gentlest
creature in the world, possessed the most indomitable
spirit, as a subsequent adventure will show. I brouo-ht
away the hide, fleeces, the eight marrow-bones, and my
ffivourite piece, the brochet, so that we fared sumptu-
ously that day. Next morning I went out to hunt with
.Boucharville. Pursuing a westerly direction on leavino-
the camp, we made for a more rocky part of the °rano'e
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wliero tlio frowninn- ovcrl anging cliffs gave a promise ofbig-horn on our way. As we went, I got a lon^^ sliot afan an e ope (for which 1 dismounted express y)°and theammal instantly dropped
; whereupon I remounted andnot stopping to load rode up to' the spot, andCd

Rn^.r -n'
°^^ ""'''' ''"'• '"•SO full-grmvn horn"BoucharviUe now came up congratulatino- me unon mv

as 1 sat quietly upon my horse discussing the len.-th ofthe shot he dismounted, and drew his knife for thopurpose of skinning the apparently lifeless an mtl bubefore doing so be-an to sharpen it upon his steewhich hung at the belt of his hunting-f/ock when toour amazement, tl.e antelope, after one°or two convulsivestruggles jumped up and bounded off safe and sou^durning about when a couple of hundred yards off tolook back at us as if in ridicule, and a/ain dartin"away, bade us a final adieu. As soon aswerecoveeffrom our surprise we both burst out laughin" Tdis-

r™We'" d ^"f'^'
""''r '^^t "» t» ^''^ Siff/elose

by. We rode for some distance along the base but

X"=u""uf^h^' "'"''i
"'".""Se, leading the hi'alter us up the ascent, and over rocks and placesover which the poor animals could hardly scramble

accomplishing this witli great difficulty. We had hardlycommenced our descent on the other side, when Boudm -
ville s quick eye perceived under the cliifs, about 300

^fhthSt" ft t. ^"'^'''^ *° '^ glade 'surroundedwith thickets of fruit-trees and rose-bSshes. With hisusual deliberation, he drew out and stuck crossw e inthe ground his ramrod and loading-stick for a rest anda deliberate shot brought the elk down on her tracksThe spo from which he had fired was so steerthat wewere obliged to turn back and take a more drcui ous

went at that moment to a stream about thirty paces

o
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from wliere the wapiti lay, saying, '' Je vais laver ma
carabine ;" and I, leaving my horse to graze, having
taken off his bridle and unrolled his halter, was busy°
knife in hand, removing the elk's skin, when Bouchar-
ville, who by this time had his rifle-barrel in the
stream, and was sponging away very dilicjently, suddenly
shouted, " Un ours ! un ours !

" and at the same instant
a she grisly bear emerged from a cherry-thicket, charging
right at him. Boucharville, dropping his rifle-barref
sprang back into a clump of rose-bushes, when the bear,
losing sight of him, stood on her hind-legs, and I then
saw she had a cub of a good size with her. I at first

ran to assist my companion ; but seeing him safe and
the bear at fault, I rushed back to the horse to secure
him, fearing that, were he to smell the bear, he would
soon speed his way over the prairie, and be lost to me
for ever. Seeing me run, the bear instantly charged
after me

; and when, having reached the horse, and
rolled the halter a couple of times round my arm, I
turned about to face her, she rose on her hind-legs.

'

I
did not like, however, to venture so long a shot, as I
had only a single-barrelled rifle in my hand, and paused
a moment

; when she altered her intention, turned
aside, and followed the direction taken by her cub. I
then caught a glimpse of her as she ran to the left, and
fired through the bushes, but only hit her far back in the
flank

;
on which she immediately checked her onward

course
; and wheeling round and round, snapped at her

side, tearing at the wound with her teeth and claws,
and, fortunately for me, afforded me sufficient time to
enable me to load again ; my ball was hardly down,
when a shout from Boucharville warned me that the
fight was only commencing. " Gardez-vous, gardez-
vous, monsieur ; elle fence encore,'' and on she furi-
ously rushed at me. I had barely time to put on my
copper cap, and as she rose on her hind-legs, I fired,
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and sent ray bullet through her heart. She doubled upand rolled from the top to the bottom of the slope
where she expired with a choking growl. LouchJir-
ville now joined me but we did not venture to approach
the enemy until I had loaded, and we ascertained that
slie was safe dead, by pelting sticks and stumps at the
carcass. All this time my noble horse stood as firm asa rock

;
had he reared or shied, I should have been in a

serious scrape.

I was greatly rejoiced at my good fortune. She
proved a hue old bear, measuring seven and a half feet
in length, with claws four and a half inches lonff. We
immediately set to and skinned her, preservino- the
claws. I then brought up the horse, and laid th?skin
upon his back

; he, strange to say, offering no resist-
ance, nor evincing the slightest fear or objection to carry
It—a most unusual thing, for horses in general are ter-
rihed at the smell of a bear ; and I never saw one since
that would allow me to throw a bearskin across his

Dauphin, on our reaching camp, and relatino- our
adventure took a couple of coils of rope and his rifle
and started off to try and catch one of the young bears!
I thought the prospect of his finding them so doubtful,
tiiat 1 did not accompany him, and was afterwards very
sorry I did not

; for, after being some hours away, he
returned having shot one little bear, and attacked the
other with a view of capturing him alive. The little
brute, however, fought so fiercely as to tear his clothes,
and cut him with his sharp claws. Dauphin had fortu-
nately provided himself with a good thick stick : but
notwithstanding this advantage, he was right glad to
rehnqmsh the fight, and leave it a drawn battle. At
one time, he told me, his adversary had secured his leo-
and very nearly succeeded in dra^fnna- it f.n hi^ mnnfif

!

m which event he would have hurt him severely, when
o2

1

i

1
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a cniiplo of hard blows on tlic nose matle him \vt £fO his

liokl, but only to renew his charge again and again, not-

withstanding repeated thwacks on the head from tlie

young liunter's stick. " Et, monsieur," continued
Dauphin, " entin il est lichappo, le s'cro petit enfant du
diablc !

" The skin lie had brought home was a beau-
tiful one, as indeed are the skins of all young grisly

bears, whose fur is thick, of a tawny colour, with a
stripe of a darker hue along the back, and so long and
shaggy, that it shakes up and down as the animal
shuffles along. In the evening I took a ride with
Dauphin, more to enjoy the exquisite landscape than for

the purpose of hunting. Our course lay through cedars

and rhododendrons, and we found regular paths in all

directions made by elk and buffiilo, who travel through
every wood. In the wliole of this region here is not a
thicket or point that is not rendered easy to traverse

from this cause ; and it will be easily imagined that a
succession of these heavy animals following in each
other's wake would soon form a very convenient riding-

track. We returned about sunset with the skins of two
wapiti, now valuable as being in the red. As we sat

round our camp-fire at night, JBoucharville remonstrated
much on the danger we ran by remaining in this

delightful spot, and pressed me so hard, that before

going to rest I reluctantly consented that we should
depart the following day, taking a northerly direction

until we should fall in with the Little Missouri, w^hich

wc would follow up and down to hunt for bear and big-

horn. Accordingly we started on the morrow, Dauphin
travelling on foot, as his horse was heavily laden with
the trophies of our hunt in the Montagne de Tortue,
and before noon we arrived at some very rocky, shingly
hills, over and along which we rode with much diffi-

culty, having frequently to dismount and lead our
horses. Dauphin here descried a grisly bear lying down
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and sunning liinisclf on a ledge of rock liigh up the side
of a hill, and, contrary to my directions, instead of wait-
ing for us, ran on while lioucharville and I were loosen-
ing the halters of our horses so as to catch them again
more easily, and, under cover of the rocks, got within
forty yards of the bear unperccivcd. He took deliberate
aim, but missed him

; the bear instantly made off for a
thicket of brushwood, while I, not a little annoyed, ran
along the base of the cliffs to cut off his retreat ; but all

to no purpose
; the brute passed me at some distance,

giving me a snap-shot at him which did not take effect,

reached the timber, and the ground being too hard for
us to track him, finally got away unscathed. As may be
siipposed, I was in no enviable humour ; Dauphin kept
out of my way, and I rode silently and sulkily forward.
At last my philosophy prescribed a whiff of the pipe,

which I drew out, struck a light, and my wrath soon
vanished in smoke.

On reaching the Little Missouri, the weather looked
gloomy and threatened rain, so Boucharville engaged to

build a very comfortable " cabane.'' This experienced
rover of mountains, woods, and prairies, was up to a
thousand little expedients to obviate difficulties and
alleviate inconveniences, and was doubly anxious to

render me comfortable, now that I had acceded to his

wishes, and abandoned my hunting elysium, the
''Montague de Tortue.'' Leaving Dauphin to assist

him and look after the horses, I went up the river with
my double-barrelled gun to look for ducks ; but they
were very wild, and I bagged none. At length I came
to tlie putrid carcass of a bull, and on the mud all

around saw the tracks of a large old bear, some of which
led from the carrion along a dry watercourse, and looked
very fresh. I drew ray shot charges, rammed down a
couple of bullets, and followed the tracks over an undu-
lating prairie, till at a distance I descried a very large
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bear walking leisurely along. I approached as near as I

could witliout his perceiving me, and, lying down, tried

Dauphin's plan of imitating the lowing of a buffalo-calf.

On hearing the sounds, he rose up, displaying such

gigantic proportions as almost made my heart fail me
;

I croaked again, when, perceiving me, he came canter-

ing slowly up. I felt that I was in for it, and that

escape was impossible, even had I declined the combat

;

BO cocking both barrels of my Trulock, I remained

kneeling until he approached very near, when I suddenly

stood up, upon which the bear, with an indolent roaring

erunt, raised himself once more upon his hind-legs, and
just at the moment when he was balancing himself pre-

viously 'to springing on me, I fired, aiming close under

his chin : the ball passing through his throat, broke the

vertebras of the neck, and down he tumbled, floundering

like a great fish out of water, till at length he reluct-

antly expired. I drew a long breath as 1 uncocked my
left barrel, feeling right glad at the successful issue of

the combat. I walked round and round my huge prize,

surveying his proportions with great delight ; but as it

came on to rain, I was obliged to lose no time in skin-

ning him. I got soaked through before I succeeded in

removing his tremendous hide, and then found it too

heavy for me to take away ; so I was obliged to return to

camp without the trophy of my conquest. It was dark

when I arrived. Boucharville and Dauphin had built a

most comfortable little hut of loo's and bark, and havino;

laid down the skins and spread our beds inside, with the

saddles at our heads for pillows, r,nd a good roaring fire

outside at our feet, we fell heartily to our supper of elk-

meat and coffee.

At daybreak next morning I repaired on horseback

to the scene of my conflict with the bear, and found, to

my great delight, on my arrival at the spot, that neither

the skin nor the carcass of the bear had been touched
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by the wolves. This fact confirmed to me the testimony

of the hunters and trappers of these parts, as to the great

awe ia which the grisly bear is held by the wolves and

lesser animals of prey. If a bear kills an animal, or finds

a dead carcass on the prairie, he appropriates it ; and

thougii many a hungry prowler passing by may look Avist-

fuUy at the choice morsel, it is like the eastern monarch's

share, "taboo;" and even when the mountain monarch

is absent, the print of his paw is a seal sufficient for its

security. It cost me considerable exertion to place the

reeking hide on my saddle ; but I succeeded at last,

and climbing on the top of it, lighted my pipe and

rode back into camp. Riding along, towards noon we

descried another bear, a lean, hungry-looking monster,

prowling about searching for pommes blanches, and, to

judge from his appearance, likely to afford us a pretty

severe fight. In approaching him, we did not take any

precaution to avoid giving him our wind, concluding,

from my former experience, that he would not decline

the combat ; but in this instance I was mistaken, for

rushing away down a ravine, he was soon lost to our

view. °This result, although it disappointed me at the

time, yet gave me a further insight into the disposition

and habits of the animal, and agreed with the accounts

I had heard from many hunters and trappers with whom

I had previously conversedon the subject ;
namely, that

a grisly bear will, in most instances, run away from a

man on getting his wind, unless previously wounded, or

under such circumstances as to make him think that

he cannot escape. Old Mr. Kipp, of Fort Union, told

me that once, when on one of liis numerous journeys

from the States, he was in the Indian country, and had

gone out of camp with his double-barrelled gun to

look for ducks ; he was seen from a distance by a grisly

bearj who came cantering towards him. The day was

fine,'and the old gentleman did not know which way the

t iH

/
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wind blew but had sufficient presence of mind to pluckoff some of the woolly material of which his blue blanket
capote was composed, and throw it into the air • and

boU nnr M,h^° I '"• *""' '"' "^ "' ""'' ^en stoodbolt upright facing Bruin, who rose on his hind-less for

shuffled off, shaking his head as if he considered himmeat rather too savoury for his palate.

the tLI If °\ *"' P?'H°° "^ *«""<"y betweenthe lurtlo Mountains and the Little Missouri is an

ftf"reZZ^ '" ^" '
'''''^'' •" *« fr-i"-- »

salTvforfr.^ T'
too many to be consistent withsatctj for the hunters. The pursuit of these animals isalways more or less attended with dan^'er as the frthM story of George Glass and La Jenn s e, whoTth

tlie terocity of the grisly bear, abundantly testifies

numWs"'wh:^f''f .*^"/"'^^^ '» -"««numoers. When an Indian descries a bear he imMediately goes and proclaims it in the camp whereunlall hands sally out to attack their forSabreSvand I do not think that an Indian would allow o„" tofire at a grisly bear if he could possibly prevenlit in

01 my iricnd Mr. Denig. He was out huntino^ on foot£ "wh"en "a/?h
^""^

'T' ''^ '^'^^'^^ *°eT„dspimg, when as they passed some rocky o-round hi,companion directed his attention to an o&ect 4o fhfty or sixty yards below them, which was noth n^Ctiian the head and fore-paws of a very lal"Sbe.rwhich had crept to the front of his winterrno-^ho e and
" now I wilf

"" '5" ^""- ." ^^=''>'" ^-^^ the In'dhufnow I will go and raise the camp." Mr Denio- wUwas a first-rate rifle-shot, scouted the idea teS t[!IuJ.au that he would plant his rifle^bSrS'l^ Z

/

c
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Y

Zh?),! 1 iT ' ^T^'^^ ("^"^'' I ^""^^ n«t the leastdoubt he would have done, and so have killed the animalon the spot), but to his astonishment the Indian cocked

il^" "}/ ^/eatening attitude. My friend thus find-ing himself between two enemies, one in front and theother in the rear, did not much relish his position and

iollow him
; and when away from their common dano-er

called him to account for his conduct. I forget whatexcuse the man gave
; but it was not at all satlfactoiy

to l)en,g, who made the fellow walk home before himWith the pan of his gun open, prudently adopting that

'CV" rffr'l '° " '^"*'=^ '"°'J« °f proceeding
J he sequel of the adyentm-e was, that the man informed
the camp of the position of the bear ; they all turnedout fired a number of shots, and the bear got away.We now altered our line of march, and took the
di ection in which the last bear had gone, and after acouple of hours or so, observed either him or another ofhis species a short distance ahead. We annroachcd
more carefully this, time and on foot, and wherwTth neasy range, Dauphin called him up with his admirable
imitation of a bufialo-calf, and we poured the eonfen sof wo rifles and a double-barrelled gun into his breastand head and rolled him lifeless on the prairie. Thiswas not the one we had seen in the morning, bein.r inmuch better condition. We brouglit home l^s skin fora trophy, and the paws for supper, campincf a<rain that
night on the Little Missouri.'^' We had nowS onhdence m one another that we considered no bear could

tiTJ'^ f^"'
•"";

l'''"'
''"'' "> g^^«% accumulated

that we determined to reach the mouth of the riveras soon as possible
; this we did in two days, andonce more found ourselves, by Boucharville's e.xcdlent

gai_dance, on the banks of the Great Mis.n,„i
in camp that night, after supper, and enjoying a cup
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of coffee and a pipe, the conversation naturally enough
turned upon grisly bears. Boucharville told us, th'at
when encamped one night by the side of a stream in the
Blackfoot country, where he was trapping beaver, three
bears, attracted by the smell of their meat which was
cooking, came charging into camp, driving him and his
companions out in such haste, that they could take
nothing with them, and there retained forcible posses-
sion until they had consumed every particle of meat,
and turned over the saddles and every item of their
equipment in their greedy curiosity. On another occa-
sion he was going round to examine his traps, and was
watching a band of buffalo as they emerged from the
river and '^lowly ascended the bank, when he saw a
bear (previously concealed in a deep rut) spring up and
dash the foremost bull to the ground, ploughing his
sides with his monstrous claws and rending his heart
and vitals by a succession of tremendous blows. Al-
though, in general, the bear easily vanquishes his less
formidable opponent the buffalo, I heard a very well
authenticated instance related by old Provost at the
Minitaree, in which both parties suffered so severely as
mutually to resign the conflict, move off a little way in
opposite directions, and lie down and die.

Next day, on stretching and counting my skins, I
determined to make another bull-skin boat to convey
tliem down the river to Fort Berthold, and despatched
Boucharville and Dauphin to kill a couple of bulls for
that purpose. We divided our time between hunting
and boat-building, and while at breakfast next morning
were astonished by the unusual sight on these silent
lonely waters, of two large Mackinaw boats belonging
to the Fur Company. I hailed them, and found that
they had come from the Crow post on the Yellow Stone.
Mr. Murray, of Fort Alexander, mv old travelling
companion of the year before in our ride" from Independ-
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ence, was in charge of them ; he put ashore on recog-
nising me, and we discussed past times over a cup of
coffee and a pipe, after which he continued his voyage.
A Mackinaw boat is the conveyance for most of tlie

skins and furs traded from the Indians, in exchange for
ihose articles brought up by the company's steamer.
They are, as well as I remember (for I did not examine
them accurately), about twenty feet long and flat-bot-
tomed, principally filled with buflfalo-robes, with a very
small vacant space left in the middle for the accommo-
dation of any bourgeois or person in charge. The whole
is covered over with lodge-skin, except where the benches
for the rowers are situated, fore and aft. I believe the
oars are always double-banked, and the steersman, or
patron, is commander of the boat's crew ; he is gene-
rally the strongest man of the party, of which he con-
stitutes himself officer, volunteering to fight any one
who offers to supersede him.
At the mouth of the Little Missouri I shot my fifth

and last grisly bear. The time was now rapidly ap-
proaching for the arrival of the annual steamer at the
Minitaree post ; so one fine morning early in July, I
packed my kettles, skins, arms, &c., into my skin boat,
and Boucharville and I, each with a paddle in hand,
stepped in and floated down the river to the fort, leaving
the horses to go by land. All reached our destination
in the evening. We recrossed the horses with our Fort
Union skifl" that had already done me such signal service,
and, welcomed by my friend, Mr. Dawson, I quietly
ensconced myself in the fort to await the arrival of the
American Fur Company's steamer. I found all the
inmates preparing for a great Indian ceremony which
was about to take place, in consequence of the Sioux
having sent a message to the Minitar^es, that it was
their desire to form, a deputation of warriors who sho'^d
come up and smoke a pipe of peace. The notice having
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reached the fort some days previously, the party at leno-th
arrived. All sat arrayed in their greatest finery^of
robes, Indian porcupine-adorned shirts, head-dresses of
eagles

^
feathers, ornamented leggings and mocassins

and with a great array of medicine-pipes. Several
long speeches were made on both sides, after which a
large caldron of coffeo was produced and placed in the
centre of the circle. It was interesting to see these
tellows, hitherto always at war with each other, prac-
tising, on this occasion, ceremonies meant to produce an
impression of the utmost mutual amity, thouo-h indi-
cating to an observant spectator little more°than a
hollow truce

; a haughty look, or a reserved gesture
every now and then conveying the offensive sense of an
implied superiority. I was not a little surprised at
being recognised by one of these hostile chiefs, who
lield out his hand m a most cordial manner to me and
on my asking him, with the interpreter's assistance,
where he had seen me, informed me that he was the
leader of the war-party which had nearly surprised us
when we left the skiff on the Missouri to hunt bicr-horn
and from which I protected myself and my followers by
a timely retreat into the timber. I asked him why he
did not attack us; to which he replied, "We could
have killed you all ; but you would have killed several
ot us while running from us behind the trees ; for white
men shoot far.'' I sat and smoked with him for a while
and afterwards made him a present of some tobacco so
that we parted excellent friends.

'

Early one morning after this, when breakfasting; at
the fort one of my followers, the valiant Paquenode
with whom my readers are already acquainted, ran in
screaming and shouting like a maniac, rushed across
the room, and would have succeeded in carrying off mv
double-barrclkd Trulock, had I not darted to tlie rescue
xxs soon as i had succeeded in inducing the man to



AN INDIAN BATTLE. 205

speak colicrently, I learnt that a war- party of Sioux
from the Teton River had been seen and reported to the
village: they were then some miles distant. Not
wishing to have anything to do with Indian battles, I

prudently excused myself from the honour of joining
the Minitarees, and going out with them to fight the
Teton Sioux, preferring to post myself on the highest
point of the fort with an excellent telescope, and view
the combat in safety. Far away along the plain, at a
great distance from the fort, the hostile parties met (if

drawing up at the respectful distance of two or three
hundre(i,yards can be called meeting), and the firing

began on both sides. The sight was very picturesque!
From my post I could see the strong puffs of smoke
issuing from either line—the result of the double charges
which Indians universally use in battle, under the erro-

neous impression that they give superior efficacy to the
bullets, as well as to strike terror into the hearts of
their enemies, while at intervals the braves rushed
backwards and forwards on horseback, appearing and
disappearing by turns through the clouds of smoke.
At last, in rode one of the Minitarees with a scalp in
his hand, and was instantly surrounded by a crowd of
women and youngsters triumphantly screaming and
yelling. This battle, however, did not entirely termi-
nate in favour of the Minitarees, as they had one man
slain on their side and carried off by the Sioux horse-
men, who dragged him ignominiously along the ground
by leathern thongs till they reached their own party,

where they scalped him in safety. The skirmish now
terminated ; the Sioux retired, and the Minitarees
returned to their village in triumph, dragging the body
of their unfortunate victim along with them. Then
commenced a truly disgusting sight; the boys shot
arrows into the carcass of their fallen enem-v, while their

women with knives cut out pieces of the llesh, which
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they broiled and ate. I turned awav chilled with
horror, and the whole scene haunted me'^for hours and
frequently afterwards.

^
Late in July the American Fur Company's steamer

Martha arrived from St. Louis at the Minitardes' post •

numbers crowding to see this ever-astonishin"- pheno-
menon. The principal men, or chiefs, went foremost,
evidently, by their manner and bearing, implying that
this was a great display of courage on their parts ; the
women and younger portion of the population gradually
approaching until the escape of the steam commenced
which, occurring under water, caused a deafening roar
and drove hundreds helter-skelter flying from the bank
of the river. Although the steamer annually arrives at
this place, it ever affords fresh wonder and astonishment
to these simple people; and though an Indian never
likes to betray emotion, and always endeavours to con-
ceal any feelings of surprise, the " Maunteshishi'' is
always more than a match for his stoicism. Catlin
mentions that the Mandans, who were the most in-
telligent and philosophical of all the Upper Missouri
Indians, used to say that " this big medicine canoe
must have eyes, for how could it always choose the
deepest part of the river, and keep in the channel and
avoid the snags,'' an impression which remains in a
great measure to this day. I myself heard the obser-
vation made in almost the same words ; nor do they
yet fully understand how its motions can be directed
by the man at the helm, or rather by the pilot in his
caboose.

A few days previous to the termination of its voyage
the steamer was fired into by a war-party of Rhees!
one of whose bullets took effect ; and after passing
through two or three boarded divisions below, split
Itself on an iron bar : one half buried itself in the
woodwork, and the other striking one of the deck hands



LEAVE THE INDIAN COUNTllY. 207

named Smith, in the back of the neck, divided the
spine, and killed him on the spot. The poor fellow,
I was told, was the fother of a large family, dependinc^
on him for support. His death was unrcvenged

; for°
although many an American on board grasped his
rifle, any further proceedings were stayed by the agents
of the Fur Company, who preferred silently submit-
ting to the loss of their' follower sooner than run any
risk, as they themselves expressed it, " of spoilino- the
trade.''*

°

CHAPTER XII.

Leave the Indian country.—A blasted Cannon.—Mr. Mackenzie --
Ishmah forages for himself.—The Yellow Fever.—Doctor Farrell
—General Taylor's Address—" Beauty's " History and Adven-
tures.—Marriage Feast.—My pretty Hostess.—A Musical Smash.
Bruin takes care of Number One.—" Beauty " creates a Sensa-
tion.—Bruin rescues the Antelope.—The Balize.

I CONFESS I left the Indians and the Upper Missouri
with great regret, and it was with a sigh that I
embarked with all my buffalo-robes, grisly bear and
wolf-skins, elk-horns, &c. &c., and steamed away down
for St. Louis. The Martha was a most splendid river
boat for her size, furnished with engines of more than
ordinary power, on account of the rapid current she had
to stem towards the far-western part of her course.
Boucharville and my faithful followers accompanied me
on board, and after many a hearty shake of the hand
and mutual good wishes, away dashed and splashed the
Martha, rounding the point, and concealing the Mini-

* These two gentlemen were French, not Americans.
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tardc village fivm my view as the last cliccr of my
hunting companions fell faintly on my ear.

^
How I enjoyed the milk, butter, bread, vegetables,

pies, and puddings of civilized life, after so many months
of animal food, may be imagined. The sudden change
disagreed a good deal with me at first ; but those inva-
luable remedies, brandy and cigars, soon restored me.
The following day, as the boat was wooding, the black
steward (to whose care I had consigned Ishniah, with an
injunction not to lose him on any account) came up
to me and said, "Saar, your dog is such a wery
maudest dog, that if you don't take care, you will

up m my
fixins is as clean as when you fust chained him,
and he's now cryin' from pain : ah ! he's a wery
maudest dog, wery !

" The man was perfectly right.
I unchained the poor fellow, and allowed him a ifttle

exercise on shore. Fortunately he was not afraid of
returning to the boat when wooding was over, and
henceforth was at perfect liberty, being quite sagacious
enough not to lose me.

Before reaching St. Louis, we arrived at the point of
junction between the Mississippi and Missouri rivers

;

the Mississippi's clear stream causing a ridge of back-
water distinctly dividing the colours of the two currents.
Their united waters from this point into the Gulph of
Mexico were falsely named by a mistake of the engi-
neers who first surveyed the country, Mississippi

; the
nature and tinge of the Missouri being distinctly
marked from far above the mouth of the Yellow Stone
till it empties itself, after joining the clear blue water
of the Mississippi, below New Orleans, into the Gulph of
Mexico. On coming in sight of St. Louis, and in
order to signalize our arrival, two men of our party,
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together with myself got hold of .n oM mortar gun

cheap of the U.S. artillery, having been condemnedVythem as unsafe. This we loaded and placed L thebow of the boat, I having primed it with^ powder frommy own horn. On putting a match to the touch-hol^

disappeared, being utterly shivered to pieces : this wasthe last ever seen of that piece of ordnance wh^sc
fragments sank into the waters of the mighty 'mis s!
sippi, '' and left not a wreck behind.- Providentially
none of us were seriously hurt : one fellow fell stunned
on deck from the fright, the other man's Ic was
Blightly cut, and I received two minute particles ofmetal scaling m the^ cheek, a large piece of the gun
flying back and cutting an iron bar right across, close
to my face, aud having no further effect than to makeme then and there for ever renounce moddlin'r with
condemned cannons again.

°

Arrived at St Louis, I lost not a moment in seeking-
a ready-made clothes store, there to change my selt-
manufactured habihments for a costume moi? calculated
to escape observation in a civilized community, and
with Ishmah at my heels, was threading my way
through the less conspicuous streets until I was unfor-
tunately obliged to cross the fashionable parade of
fot. Louis

; and had hardly reached the corner opposite
and was congratulating myself on having effected my
escape when I ran against the parasol of a lady, who
started on seeing my horrible leather costume all stained
and daubed with blood and grease. " Gracious ! how
dye do, Mr Palliser?" she exclaimed, compelling- mo
to stop and shake hands, and, vastly entertained a1 my
confusion, purposely detained me by a volley of ques-
tions, m order to enjoy more leisurely the discomSturo
siie had caused me by intercepting my headlono- flight
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'

" Oh ! w'h'dt tlrcaclful creature is that V she continued,

starting back on sceiniij Ishmali ;
" you arc quite Burc

he won't tear ine to pieces ? Well, go away with your

wolf; but pray come and dine with us. My husband

will be delighted at your having come back safe, and
will ask you a thousand questions about your adven-

tures/' (I may here mention that the gentleman

alluded to had been long resident in the Indian country,

and, among many other distinguishing qualifications,

Mr. Mackenzie, of St. Louis, still bears the palm, as

having been the best rider and ablest buffalo-hunter of

all the whites that ever were on the Upper Missouri.)

I soon provided myself at the store with things suf-

iicient; for present emergencies, and proceeded to

Mr. Mackenzie's, where I enjoyed the best of dinners

and wines. Over the latter we sat up together, com-
paring notes and impressions to a late hour,! frequently

reminding him of brilliant hunts, and many other of

his achievements and adventures, related to me by
Indians and trappers of the country, but which he had
for the most part himself forgotten. None can like

sportsmen sc thoroughly enjoy the luxury of passing the

bottle, when they sit together retailing and listening to

their mutual adventures ; for hunting, in the extended

acceptation of the term, is one of those very few occu-

pations, in the pursuit of which sportsmen good and
true are never actuated by envy, jealousy, or unworthy
emulation.

The Planters' Hotel, where I put up during my stay

at St. Louis, was very full, and among the numbers
who dined at the table every day were many choice

spirits from the western regions and Eocky Mountains.
Some idea may be formed of the number of guests, and
of the dishes provided for them, from the fact that the
first removal of the iron covers is attended with such a
thundering crash as to startle a stranger, and leave him
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m utter astonishment as to its cause ; the only similar

effect, I am aware of, being tluit produced at Exeter
Hall, when the turning of the leaf of a little book by
each of the audience at the same moment resembles a
hailstorm on the roof of the building. Ishmah was so

terrified, that he ran riglit away into the town, followed

by his hatless master, who had to leave his dinner for

the pursuit, and only brought him back again with
considerable difficulty. Here ray friend Owen and I

met again. It may be supposed we found the fare

excellent, especially when our reminiscences carried us

back to the period of lean deer-meat and frozen water
;

and often, as one of us raised the decanter of iced

Madeira or cool claret to help the other, did we accom-
pany the action with some such expression as, " What
wouldn't you or I have given for such stuff as this on
the prairie, eh?" Ishmah, now no longer terrified at

the dish-covers, was not content with beholding his

master enjoying the good things of this life, but con-

trived unobserved to creep to the sideboard within reach

of the dishes. In one instant his fore-paws were on it,

and he had helped himself to a calfs head, with which
savoury prize he decamped at racing speed, his bushy
tail stretching out, like a fox's brush, behind him ; the

waiters merely pointing after him and winking to one

another, evidently enjoying the joke.

The weather now became very warm, and as I knew
it would prove still hotter further south, I left my
bisons in the Missouri country, intending to return and
transport them early in winter, when the weather should

have become cooler, as I did not wish them to incur

any danger from the heat during their passage to New
Orleans, or the still more fiery ordeal of crossing the

Mexican Gulf on their passage to England. Business

compelled me to go to New Orleans at once, where I

arrived just in time to meet seme old country friends

p2
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previous to their annual migration. New Orleans has

the name of being a much more unhealthy place than

it really is : numbers fly away at midsummer in order

to escape yellow fever. This complaint is also repre-

sented as a far more serious evil than is now the case.

Formerly physicians did not properly understand its

treatment ; but now the experienced medical men are

so thoroughly up to it, that when taken in time, it is

more quickly and easily cured than any other fever,

and possesses this great advantage, that when recovered,

the patient may consider himself acclimatized, and proof

from a recurrence of yellow fever or any otlier, save the

dreaded fever and ague, otherwise called chills and
fever, of which I ever had the greatest horror, but

always luckily escaped. But soon after my arrival in

New Orleans, I was returning home one evening, when
I felt myself seized with an attack of yellow fever

;

whereupon I made haste to bed, and sent for my
countryman Dr. Farrell. He soon set me to rights

again ; for, on the third morning, I was perfectly well,

and before the end of the week, found myself in much
better health than my doctor, who was literally worn
out with attendance on twenty-seven yellow-fever

patients, every one of whom, however, finally recovered.

I was sitting with him after dinner, a few days subse-

quently, when we received an alarm that one of his

patients, in the height of yellow fever delirium, had
mounted the rail of a balcony outside his bed-room
window in deshabille, imagining himself on horseback,

and had, as might naturally be expected, fallen into the

street. The poor fellow, on being picked up, looked

wistfully in the doctor's lace, and said, *' Oh ! doctor,

that was a monstrous high horse, for I never sufiered so

much from a fall from horseback in my life !
"

I am
happy to say, for the gratification of my sympathizing

readers, that this poor fellow, although much hurt at



GENERAL TA"XLOR's ADDRESS. 213

)rlean3 has

place than

;r ill order

also repre-

kv the case,

irstand its

,1 men are

time, it is

ther ifover,

recovered,

, and proof

r, save the

chills and
lorror, but

arrival in

ling, when
low fever

;

it for my
to rights

i'ectly well,

f in much
rally worn
3llow-fever

recovered.

ays subse-

me of his

rium, had
bed-room

horseback,

n into the

ip, looked

1 ! doctor,

Bufiered so

!
" I am

ipathizing

h hurt at

the time, ultimately recovered yellow fever, bruises, and
all. What rendered the scene at the same time ludicrous
as well as painful, was Farrell's rage at the nigger nurses,
on both of whom he wanted to operate with the cat-o'-
nine-tails, and turning sternly round to me, told me
that he saw nothing to laugh at in such gross neglect
of his patients.

A few days afterwards I crossed the Lake Ponchar-
train to Pass Christian, a beautifully-situated and
favourite summer retreat of the fashionablca of New
Orleans. Vigorous and extensive preparations were in
progress for a large ball, which was to be given to
General Taylor. Montgomery's hotel was the scene
chosen for the festivities—a large building containing a
splendid ball-room, where, previous to the commence-
ment of the dancing, an address was presented to the
general, to which "the old gentleman read his reply.

Unfortunately, however, this document had been so
badly written for him, that he stuck hard and fast
several times in its perusal ; but, by holding it up from
time to time to the light of a chandelier, and with the
help of a few suggestions from by-standers, he finally

achieved it. Of course, this very much delighted the
young ladies, who evinced much greater pleasure than
they would have shown at a more elaborate rhetorical
display. Dancing succeeded, quadrilles, polkas, redowas,
and waltzes, separated by intervals of delightful walks
in the open air through the gardens, which were lighted
with coloured lamps strewn among the laurels, so as to
form words recounting the victories of the good and
gallant old general whose triumphs we were celebrating.

The entertainment, on the whole, was most successful,
and terminated with a capital supper.

In the month of October I returned ao;ain to St.

ojOuis, in orucr to convey my bisons and other animals
down the Mississippi. I had now quite a menagerie to
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take with mo
; consisting of one very large old bison cow,

one cow rising two years old, and the two calves, one
black bear, two Virginian deer, an exquisitely beautiful
little forcifer antelope, and Ishman. Of all these ani-
mals, the most remarkable one was my old bison cow,
Beauty, whose history, as well as I could gather, was'
that she had been some years previously attracted from
the prairie by the hay which a distant Mormon farmer,
beyond the outskirts of the settlements, was in the habit
of providing for his milch cows during the winter, and
that, from being accustomed by degrees to the society of
the cows, she at length lost all apprehensions of danger
from the men who attended on her domestic companions

;

and, although she at first fled away on their approach,'
slie afterwards became so perfectly tame, as to allow her-
self to be driven home along with the milch-cows. In
the breeding season she used to disappear from the
country altogether, but invariably returned, before the
severity of winter recommenced, to the society of the
farmer's cows, where no one molested her. This animal,
being old and very fat, they had sent down to St. Louis,
with the intention of selling her to a butcher, rightly
judging that purchasers would easily be found curious
enough to pay a high price for bison beef, in order
themselves to test its so frequently reported excellence.
But, most fortunately, I was just in time to avert her
fate, and, by paying a higher sum, terminated a bargain
pending between the man to whom she was consigned
and the butcher in treaty for her, and finally consigned
her to Ireland, where she has since become the mother
of t\YO splendid calves. She is a magnificent creature,
weighing thirteen and a half cwt., and far surpassing in
size any specimen that has ever been obtained for a
zoological collection, having attained her full growth
and strength lonff before the noriorl nf hnv o^nvoi «+««««
with the dairy cows. The gentleness and intelligence
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the

of this enormous animal was truly wonderful, rendering

her transport very easy. On my embarking her for the

first time, she quietly suffered herself to be led along the

main-deck of the river-boat, passing fearlessly by the

hissing engines on either side to the place prepared for

her astern. My other bisons were not so easily managed
;

but, being then young, we were able to master them.
Unfortunately, in recapturing one of my calves, the

animal broke its back, an accident which I regretted

very much, and the more so, that I had captured him
and his companion myself, and was particularly anxious

to bring them both safely to England. Herr ZoUer,

however, a wealthy butcher in St. Louis, happened to

have one which he kept as a pet, and which was growing
rather too large for the confined place where he was
obliged to put her ; so, on my wanting to buy her, he,

with that frankness for which Germans are so conspicu-

ous, made me a present of her, on my paying the expenses

which her transport from the Indian country had cost

him ; and Madame ZoUer (for so I named her) is now
in Ireland, in daily expectation of a prosperous accouche-

ment. The bear, antelope, and Ishmah were all on most
friendly terms—an object I had taken great pains to

effect ; and I used frequently to see Bruin and the

antelope eating at the same head of cabbage together.

My obliging friend Herr Zoller, a few days before I

left, invited me to a German wedding. The bride was
the daughter of one of the wealthy members of the cor-

poration of butchers, all of whom, indeed, seemed very

well off—a circumstance which Zoller explained to me
as resulting from the law in Prussia and the Khenish
provinces, ordaining that no one shall practise the trade

of a butcher without paying to the government a sum
considerable for people in their rank of life ; so that

none but vonnor citizens with ffood nrosppfits arfi tano-ht.

and consequently many of them, when qualified, keep
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their capital and migrate to the United States. The
bridal party, and all their guests and friends, assembled
at the Orerman Gardens, about two miles from my hotelm the outskirts of St. Louis. The proprietor kept most
excellent German wines, and had a very large ball-room
attached to his establishment, and a splendid orchestra
of brass instruments in his pay. He gave the entertain-
ment, and provided the capital supper, on condition that
all except the bridal party should pay for the wine they
drank. About nine o'clock in the evening dancin^
commenced the orchestra playing Strauss's and Lan-
ner s quadrilles and waltzes to perfection, besides all the
best and latest polkas and galops, not excepting the
celebrated Railway and Sturm Marsch. Ur^ed by
these, I became so exhilarated as to run down and seek
the lady of the establishment, who was busy in the lower
regions, superintending the culinary operations of her
handmaidens. My proposal of dancing the Sturm
Marsch galop with her was at first received with utter
astonishment

;
but after a little persuasion, her pretty

leaturcs relaxed into a smile ; and she began to make
excuses as numerous as the dishes she was preparino-.
Her iiusband would be angry at the work being neg-
lected

; perhaps the maids would want to dance too If
she once began, and so on. A little persuasion, how-
ever, soon removed these obstacles; and at last, uponmy protesting, in reply to her question, " Are you
serious, or are you laughing at me V that I would quit

herr Je
! she said, - ook at my dress.'' -Well, take

off your apron ' I replied. She laughed, and turning to
one of the maids bid her bring water, soap, and towel,
and the cap with tlie ribbons," adding, as she smoothed

Her beautiful hair, and looked coquettishly at me, '' You

-/ 13 . Au last ihc cap was adjusted ; but just as

VOrj . .
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we reached the ball-room, the galop was drawing to a
conclusion. This, however, I had foreseen ; and in
consequence of a message previously despatched to the
orchestra, the moment our hostess and I entered, the
Sturm Marsch raged with redoubled fury, and soon bore
us off flying before the gale. A glance from her hus-
band, however, caused my Cinderella to dive into the
lower regions again, before the termination of the dance,
exclaiming, as I caught the last glimpse of her, " Well

!

perhaps after supper.^' I continued to wander about,
and turned my attention to the bride ; but she was
" hasslich "—plnin, so I consoled myself with supper,
and sent a doz m of wine to the orchestra, which I
afterwards hear.t had been presented to them with the
compliments of the great English lord from the " Felzen
Gebirge.'' After supper I regained my beautiful hostess,
who, in addition to a more becoming change in her dress,
had donned a pair of newer shoes, that did not come off
every moment in dancing. Shortly after we reappeared,
the Hockheimer was finished in the gallery, whence, in
gratitude or honour to me, "God save the Queen''
rang out its thrilling harmonies from seventeen brass
throats. I felt so touched by the compliment, that I
think I should have sent another dozen aloft, but for
the expostulations of my fair partner, who was appre-
hensive of its influence on the music. I remained so
late, that all the omnibuses had returned to town,
except the one destined for the conveyance of the
orchestra, with whom I took my place at two in the
morning, to return to the planter's house. In conversa-
tion with them, I happened to ask if they knew a
favourite polka of mine. " Oh, ja l" and in an instant
all the brass instruments were blazing away in the con-
fined space of the crowded omnibus. Fortunately, how-

did, and down we came with a jolt that put an end to
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harmony ; off rolled one of the wheels, and—" chaqu'un

pour soi
"—each had to make his way home as well as

he could.

Soon afterwards I bid farewell to St. Louis. The
steamboat which was to convey my menagerie had two
large provision-barges in tow lashed alongside of her,

containing Indian corn, wheat, cotton, and hay, freight

to New Orleans, in consequence of which she was
unable to continue her voyage at night ; so allowing

this to start before me with all my live lumber on board,

I took passage in another, and travelling all night as

well as day, stopped at Cairo (otherwise the immor-
talized "city of Eden" in "Martin Chuzzlewit") on
the mouth of the Ohio. Eden really did prove a "jolly"

place to me, though not in Mark Tapley's acceptation

of the word ; for as I arrived there very early in the

morning, I immediately sallied out to hunt, rightly cal-

culating that the other boat could not overtake me much
before noon on the following day. I had a most suc-

cessful hunt, and shot two very fine bucks, which I

dragged out of the woody swamp to a waggon-track and
left there, heaping wood upon the carcases to protect

them from vultures, and purposing to send a horse for

them on my return. I also bagged a brace of turkeys,

which I carried on my back, and reached the hotel -

(which was a condemned river steamboat) very late in

the evening. Next morning an American farmer most
kindly volunteered to find and bring home my venison,

as I could not risk the loss of my passage by goinfy in

quest of it myself. About ten o'clock he returned with
the stags in a light cart just as the steamer came up,

and in time to put them on board, whence they were
stowed in the ice-box, and finally eaten by my friends

in New Orleans, who found them excellent, and likewise

the turkeys, which were very fat.

One day, aft^r a heavy shower of rain, I was sum-
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moned on deck by the peals of laughter over the dining
cabin. On going above to discover the cause of the
merriment, I saw that the bear was gone, and his chain
broken. The pilot, who had been relieved a few minutes
before, now led me forward to inspect his caboose, which
was surrounded by the passengers and deck-hands all in
fits of laughter. I could not make out the cause of it at
first, until one of the bystanders pulled a corner of the
blanket of the pilot's bed, when, to my surprise, the
jerk was answered by an indolent growl !—my friend
Bruin having got drenched by the shower, had broken
his chain in disgust, and actually found his way to the
pilot's bed, clambered into it, and rolled himself com-
fortably up in the blankets. The good-humoured pilot
was not m the least angry, but, on the contrary, highly
amused, replying to my apologies as I kicked out°his
Strange bed-fellow, " Oh ! never mind, mister ; why,
what's the hindrance to the blankets being dried again

«"

and ''Well, well, now! Til be d—d if he ain't a
knowin' coon." I thought to myself, whether one of
my countrymen, or indeed I myself, would have taken
the joke in such good part.

On arriving at New Orleans, my first care was to
provide an abode for my bisons and other animals, and
next a ship in which to transport them. Some weeks,
however, elapsed before I succeeded in engaging their
passage by the Abbellino, commanded by Captain Crozier,
who took the liveliest interest in the success of my pro-
ject. It was most amusing to witness the consternation
of the horses, as well as the astonishment of the people,
on seeing the bisons, particularly the large cow, as she
passed along the streets from the stables to the river, and
then on ship-board

; in fact, I found it necessary, in
transporting her from place to place, to send some one in
advance, to caution any who mio-ht have horses in their
charge

;
and this precaution, 1 am convinced, prevented
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some serious accidents. One old gentleman, who was
riding a very fresh young horse, had just barely time to
dismount and hold him, by the advice of my outrider,
when he commenced trembling and snorting as he winded
the cow

;
and finally, on her nearer approach, broke

right away from the gentleman, and rushing wildly
through the town, was not retaken without considerable
difficulty.

I engaged a carpenter to build me a wooden house

H i^ 1
captain allowed to be screwed firmly on to

the deck of the vessel, affording me every assistance in
nis power, and the aid of his own ship's carpenter : this
house was divided into compartments, and lined with
canvass, well stuffed and padded, to prevent any iniury
to the bisons from their being knocked about, in the
event of rough weather. The other animals were very
easily stowed away. The bear proved to be the most
entertaining member of the whole ship's company • he
ate, drank, and played with the sailors, and proved such
a source of amusement to them, that the captain, whom
1 since have had the pleasure of meeting, told me that
ho would gladly engage always to take a bear with him
when he went to sea in future. Bruin was also creat
Iriends with the little antelope, and proved on one
occasion a most valuable ally. A friend of mine,
Mr. l^isher, was leading the latter through the streets
to the vessel, while I was following a short distance
behind with the bear, when the antelope was attacked
by a large mastiff ; my friend kept the brute off with
his stick as well as he could, calling loudly to me for
assistance. I rushed to the rescue instantly, but soon
lound that the bear not only ran faster than I did, but
was determined to tackle the mastiff himself ; so, letting
go his chain, I cheered him on at the dog, who, finding
himself attacked, turned on the bear, and a splendid

Jorum fought only with his
fight ensued. At
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powerful arras, flinging the dog over and over several
times, till at last the latter, cheered on by his owner to
renew the fight, succeeded in giving the bear a pretty
sharp pinch \ upon which Bruin, getting furious, threw
himself on his antagonist, and hugging him in his arms,
endeavoured to tear him with his teeth. I thought it

was all up now with the luckless dog, and felt rather
sorry for his fate, when I heard his stifled gurgling

;

fortunately, however, with a last spasmodic struggle
prompted by despair, the poor dog extricated himself,
and ran away howling.

I embarked on board the vessel with my menagerie,
and proceeded down to one of the numerous mouths of
the Mississippi, called the Balize ; intending, as soon as
the vessel put to sea, to borrow a boat, and endeavour
to obtain some duck-shooting. As we descended, we
passed continual sugar-plantations, dotted with the
residences of their owners, until we reached chaos again,
where trees disappear, and reeds and canes mark the
silent waste,—the contemplation of which is in the last

degree depressing to the spirits.

The village of the Balize consists of a few wooden
houses built on piles, and inhabited by fishermen, and
those in charge of the lighthouse there ; and so thorough
a swamp is this miserable spot, that the paths to, andIn
front of the houses, are along planks of wood. At the
request of Captain Crozicr, the officer in charge of the
place

^
lent me a very fine boat, and a negro who had

been in the habit of sailing her. Next morning at high
water the Abbellino passed the bar of the river, and
sailed for Liverpool; while Fisher and I, with our
negro boatman, set out on a cruise after ducks, snipe,

and alligators.
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CHAPTER XIII.

Snipo and Duck-shooting'.—Norwegian Sportsman.—A wounded
Alligator proves a disagreeublo Boating Companion.—Neijro
torn by an Alligator. —rZ/fi /-Wcon.—ChagreB. -Storming the
SpaniHh lort^Tropical ThunderHtorm.—PanamU.—Santa Anna
Cathedral.—The Pope inexorable.—Home by Eucli.sh Mail
Steiiliner.

We enjoyed tolerable sport by nrctting out of tlie boat,
where tlie swamp was sufficiently firm to bear us with-
out sinking more than knee-deep. While beating over
those places that were free from canes, we shot°a few
snipes, one or two ducks, and some teal ; and, after a
hard day's rowing, and wading nearly up to the middle
in water, we arrived at a miserable hut, tenanted by a
very poor sickly couple, with a large unhealthy family.
The poor people invited us with a welcome to all tlieir
miserable little hovel afforded ; but as I had brought
with me plenty of biscuits, pork, cheese, a box of
sardines, coffee, sugar, brandy, and cigars, besides a
little money, my poor hosts were not long before they
discovered that '-'they had entertained angels unawares."
The following day we repaired to a flooded swamp, the
beat of several men who were in the habit of shooting
wild fowl for the New Orleans market. We found a
Norwegian with his canoe very hard at work, with
whom I fraternized : he was at first rather disappointed
at seeing us, but I soon assured him that we would not
spoil his sport. First I bought one or two teal he had
killed, and secondly told him, if he would take us to
the passes in his canoe, I would in the evening pur-
chase from him whatever we three had bagged in the day.
He then proceeded to place us one after the other—as
the canoe could only contain two persons at a time— in
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ambush at tv.-o passes over which tlio water-fowl were
constantly in the habit of flying, and ensconced himself
in his own retreat

; when, by means of an instrument,
he imitated the cackling of water-fowl, bringin<. them
over his head

; and, on his firing, they frequently flew
towards Iishcrs or my retreat, affording us fair shots •

so that in the evening we mustered a bag of nine ducks
seven teal, and three or four snipes.

Late that night, as we were silently glidino- across
the mouth of one of the passes of the river by the licvht
of a splendid full moon, and before a gentle breeze the
negro pointed out what he asserted to be an alli-ator
ying asleep on a large snag in the water. Foi"soine
time I thought it only a second crooked stem Ivinrr
against the snag, twisted in some fantastical shape*^
however I drew the shot out of a heavy duck-gun that
lay m the bow of the boat, and not having a bullet
about me, substituted a charge of buck-sliot. Seeincr
that the wind was favourable, I desired the ne^rro tS
steer close alongside

; and we soon passed within°ci.rht
or ten yards of the brute, on which I gave him a shotm the head, which I thought had done for him. We
los not a moment in securing him

; the nigger got out
and fivstened a rope round over the fore-part" and a
iiitch round the tail, and after a good haul we three
heaved him into the boat, an undertaking that frave
us enough to do. We had hardly completed our task
and taken a horn m honour of the event, when-^
even while congratulating ourselves on our success in
safely stowing him along the bottom of the boat,~up
rose his ponderous tail, descending in the following
second with a slash that made the knees of the boat
shake again.

''% golly, master," said our black boatman, ''
I wishfnm nebber had come into this boat ;" n.nd we h-i-tilv

wished our prize in his more congenial element again
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as lash after lash of his ponclcrous t;iil followed in ra])i(l

succession, breaking up the thwarts, which one after

another went flying about, cither striking us or falling

into the water, accompanied by groans from blacky
;

who grasped his shins with his hands, in sure indication

of the utmost nigger uneasiness. I was utterly per-

plexed,—not daring to fire for fear of swamping the

boat,—and unable with my knife to pierce through his

tremendous scales. Fortunately, however, our sound

little Yankee craft stood the leviathan shocks, and at

length the alligator safely expired ; when we drew a

long breath again, put up our helm, and reached the

Bquattcr's hut again before the moon disappeared. Next
day we hailed a tug steamer, which picked us up, and

took us back to New Orleans.

A few days afterwards my friend Mr. Taylor and

I crossed the river from New Orleans to the Algiers side,

breakfasted with Mr, Gardbre, with whom we after-

wards went in two canoes alligator-shooting. We wounded
one or two, which we failed in getting : however, I think

the principal reason of our want of success was Taylor's

comic songs, which he persevered in singing, notwith-

standing all our remonstrances.

While sculling among these flooded swamps, we
steered through a lovely grove of orange-trees, stretching

at each side of the Bayou, along w^hich we were gliding
;

these contrasted most wonderfully with the dismal rank

vegetation in this but partially explored region, and I

afterwards learned how the growth of this beautiful

orange-grove was to be accounted for. A party, more

than twenty years previous to my visit, had been out

duck-shooting there, having, among other eatables,

brought out a quantity of oranges with them, which

they had then and there eaten, and throwing away the

skins into a luxuriant deposit, the seedlings had sprouted

up ; and now a most beautiful orange- grove remains to
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*h^s day to mark the spot. On our way back to
Mr. Gardbre's house, and near the cultivated portion of
his plantation, he pointed out a single tree on the bank
of the Bayou, down which we were paddling, and told
mc that the tree in question had been the means of
saving a man's life. One of his negroes, a few years
ago, was asleep near this watercourse after his dinner,
when he was awakened by the clenching of the teeth of
an alligator across the calf of his leg. The monster, in
spite of the most frantic resistance of the negro, was
rapidly dragging him down to the water, on his way to
which he fortunately passed the tree, which his victim
immediately grasped in his arms, and held on by the
trunk, until his screams summoned the rest of the
negroes to the spot : their arrival fortunately induced
the alligator to let go his hold, and rush back into the
water again, leaving the man's log dreadfully lacerated.
The man subsequently recovered, but remains lame for
life, from the fearful manner in which the muscles of his
leg had been lacerated by the alligator. Negroes have
often informed me that the flesh of the alligator is very
good, and eats like beef; however, I never put its
flavour to the test.

The time had now arrived for my departure from
New Orleans—a period which I shall ever look back
upon with regret. I had been so hospitably received,
and had made so many friends, that my farewell round
of visits threw me into a fit of the blue devils, from
which I did not recover till far on my way towards the
Havannah by the American West Indian mail steamer.
We were unable to land at Havannah, owing to a

perverse notion the Spanish authorities had taken into
their heads, that passengers from New Orleans were
contaminated

;
but I had an excellent view of the har-

bour. In the evening the Falco?i steamer came alono--

Q
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side fur our Califoriiian fi'ionils, and T sliiftotl my traps

into lier, preicrrini^ to alter my route home, and i!;oing

round by the Istlnnns of Parien, to performini^ (jua-

rantine on a Spanisli hulk, surrounded l)y Spanish

sentries, a victim of cxtortionating victuallers, and the

companion probably of sufferers from various malignant

fevers.

Our trip to ChaGjrcs on board the Falcon was very

pleasant indeed ; the passaj^e cost t%l, and our table

comprised every delicacy of the season, and ice in tlie

greatest abundant' \ The captain of the Fn/roi/,

Thompson, was the life and soul of the party, and
devoted much of his time to his passengers, encoura^ino;

gaiety in every way. This steamer was a great deal

mord comfortable than our I'inglish ones, admitting of an
immense dining-saloon, at the head of which the sliaft

of the wheels passed through. On our way into breakfast

and dinner, however, wc had to stride over it continually,

a great source of merriment at the expense of the ladies,

as we suggested the very superior advantages of Bloomer
costumes in such emergencies ; for as it of course

constantly revolved, they could not step upon it.

Most of my fellow-passengers were adventurous spirits

bound for the Californian mines. Amonii'st them, how-
ever, were some distincruished American otHccrs jroino-

out on official appointments ; among whom were Mr. King,

member of Congress, empowered to treat on the subject

of boundary-lines with the Mexican government, Colonel

Hawker, and Ca])tain Ringgold, who distinguished

himself so highly in the United States South Pacific

exploring expedition.

After a most delightful passage of thirteen days, we
came early in the morning of the 2nf\ of May in sight

of Chagres. Here 1 landed. Captain Thom])Son having

very kindly sent me on shore in his own boat ; being
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determined to visit Panama, and see some of tho
western coast of the isthmus.

_

Chagres I3ay is a most lovely spot; there for tlio first

time I beheld a tropical elimiite in its full grandeur,
with cyer-verdant woods growing actually down to the
sea; distorted mangroves, new and strange fruits, canes,
and palms, in the greatest abundance and luxuriance,
as in a scene from a fairy tale. Sugar-cane, which had
never been the prey of man's covetousness, grows free
and wild to the extravagant height of seventeen feet,
while the banana-leaf, shaped like a gigantic ace of
spades, expands its length of sixteen feet,'and measures
five feet across.

A fine old Spanish fort (built, some say, by Pizarro,
others by pirates) stands on a splendid bold angle of
cliif, itself a strong and very curious old place. " The
houses of Chagres are built of canes, lofted in the same
way, and thatched with leaves : the inhabitants arc
mostly very poor and miserable. A wonderful con-
glomeration of races, bred between the white, red, and
blacks, has taken place in this peninsula ; they are a
docile, laborious set, and if only directed by any enter-
prising leader, would soon render their country a fertile

one, and become themselves a thriving community. It
is a great mistake to state, as some travellers have
done, that they arc a set of lazy, idle rascals, for such
is really not the case ; if set to do any kind of work,
no matter how laborious, tliey will go through with it.

I ordered a canoe for Gorgona, dmost the head of tho
navigation of the Ch;igres rivei , and while the men
were cooking and eating their dinners, preparing the
canoe, &c., I went with an American ac({uaintance to
visit the fort,—the easiest ascent to wliich, even on the
land side, was very steep. On arriving near the open
gate of the fort, tlie garrison^ wlu(;h consisted of f)' o

q2
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I

.

[fl I

men, refused us admission unless wo paid them, and at

the same time barred the wicket. My friend then drew
a most awful-look'ng bowie-knife, while I, applying my
shoulder to the wieket, burst it open, when we botb

quietly marched on, and without noticing the garrison,

icontinued to inspect the different objects which most
interested us. The guns of the fort were long thirty-

twos, of most costly-looking material, a sort of bell-

metal perhaps, but certainly a composition in wliicli

silvLi* largely entered. On these beautiful pieces of

ordnance the arms of Spain were magnificently cm-
blazoned ; also the date when they were cast. I regret,

however, that I omitted to make a note of it ; but my
impression is, that the figures arc a.d. 1573. The
guns are in a fine state of preservation, though their

carriages are in various stages of decomposition, crum-
bling from age, and most of them are crushed beneath

the weight of the superincumbent metal. On our

departure we found the garrison drawn up in front of

the gate by which our exit was to be effected, each

armed with his rusty musket without a bayonet. A
glance satisfied me that they were, even if loaded, not

very likely to go oft' ; so my companion and I halted

;

handing me his tremendous bowie-knife to llourish, he

drew a five-barrelled revolver, while I threatened, in a

mixture of bad Italian and worse Latin—which I in-

tended for Spanish—that hostilities would instantly

commence on our side if they did not immediately open

the wicket-gate, which summons they at last sulkily

obeyed.

In the evening, at a little before sunset, I commenced
my ascent of the Chagres river. The wild, tangled

tropical vegetation along the banks was indescribably

grand, and the air was filled with the discordant screams

of macquaws, parrots, and parroquets of all sizes. We
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paddled along by the light of a splendid moon till very

vhi;irii^n\? '''tni ' '^"^" ^^"^Sc; the houses oYwl u
,

1,1 e those of Ghayrcs, were constructed of reedsand thatched with cocoa-leaves. The sound of a drum
announced that a fandango was taking place in front of

n^fh. 1 T' ""^'"i"? "''r^P'^' g^^ drunk, and left me

uhmif r •'
'' ^.""^'"^ ^ ^^ "^*^""S for it but tosubm t to circumstances and make the best of it Ijoined the dancers, and when the fandango was overwas invited into one of the houses, whercl passed the

night. One-half of this habitation was lofted inside
with strong canes fastened together; and the very
primitive substitute for a staircase was a large lo- of

Zu^fV^*^'•''"^^'.^^*^^ ^"^ end on the groSndand the other leaning against the edge of the loft, and
having notches cut in it, by means of which the inmates

lV«n n'"
'"'''5 ""P ^? down-an exercise requiring

considerable practice and expertness to accomplish with

I rose before daylight, anxious to perform as much of
tiie remainder of my journey as possible before the
noonday heat should overtake us. I had considerable
dithculty in finding my two boatmen, but at last got

some of the fumes of the foregoing night's carouse
from the senses of the elder of tlfe two by°a wholesome
stern application of the flat of my paddle ; whereupon
he jumped up with the utmost alacrity, rubbed the part
affc e( took Ins place in the boat, and paddled aVay

oVl f'^.l'V^'"'- vV''
^^y^'<^^^^ «o hot at twelve

uociv, tliat wc did not resume our journey until
after four and we had hardly started again, whena violent thunderstorm commenced. I was greatly
entertained with the proceedings of my men, who



!i

230 llAMRLES A^'D ADVENTURES.

intently watched i'or tlie first symptoms of rain

;

and as soon as they saw pretty clear indications of

" agua," rmdressed themselves, stripping off every

single article of apparel, and, rolling them up in a

piece of oiled clotli with which each was provided,

quietly went on paddling in a calm which was truly

awful, Nature seeming to collect her energies for the

fearful burst which succeeded; even the noisy birds

feeling the influence, and hushing their discordant

cries. At last the storm broke. The thunder, instead

of rolling, broke overhead with a crash like ten thou-

sand gongs—a stunning, maddening sound, utterly

unlike the sublime, awe-inspiring roll in our latitudes
;

the warm rain poured down in massive columns, almost

checking my breath, as mouth and nostrils filled at

each respiration. A:id now for the first time in my life

I saw a tree struck by lightning, the flash falling on

one a short distance off, riving the huge trunk, and

sending the splinters flying far and wide from the spot.

The storm did not last long, but suddenly, as the

change of a panorama, gave way to a lovely sunset

;

the little monkeys crept along to the extremities of the

branches, to stroke and dry their dripping fur, and

parrots and macquaws flew' about and screamed as

noisily as ever.

Even before v.e reached Gorgona, the ascent of the

Chagres river became very difficult, the stream proving

too strong for us to make any further way with our

paddles, and we were consequently obliged to punt our

way along with the boat-poles. I reached Gorgona

early on the following day, whence I took a pony to

PanauiU, where I arrived on the evening of the third

dny from Chagres. My ride on that day was a very

easy one, for altliouffh there was no regularly-made

roud, the track was very clearly defined, nvA led through
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forests, up and down hills, along valleys, and densely
wooded causeways : so thick was the parasitical and
orchidaceous vegetation, that to penetrate the woods in

any direction but that indicated by tlie path would
have been impossible, without the aid of the very long
knife or sword used by the natives to cut through the
tangled mass. Every here r.nd there the track was
strewn with dying and dead horses, some far advanced
in decomposition ; while the white bleaching skeletons
could be seen dotted all along it in advance from every
rising ground and crest of hill during the journey.

Panama is a most curious and interesting old Spanish
town, and, with the exception perhaps of "a small part
of New Orleans, utterly different in architecture from
any town on the Atlantic coast of America. It was
late and nearly dark when I arrived ; but, even before

reaching the walls, I was hailed by some Americans,
inquiring the news from the United States. Their
numbers rapidly increased to a large assembly, and I

had to rein up my tired horse and answer, I fear but
very vaguely, to many anxious inquiries, giving them
finally a very spurious account of the state of politics

in their country since their absence, in a speech which
I made to them from horseback. It seems I had, by
travelling so rapidly, anticipated the mail, which did
not arrive till the following day.

The next day was Sunday, and I went to visit the
cathedral of Santa Anna, one of the oldest European
structures in America : its architecture was nothing
wonderful ; and the only things calculated to attract

either interest or curiosity, are the large and beautiful

shells with which it is ornamented on the outside.

I went to hear mass there, and was stmck with the
wonderful rapidity with whicli the old xescow got
through it, and said as much to an old man with whom
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I had made acquaintance the day hefore, and who was
accompanying me. " Ah," he replied, '* he has such
beautiful fighting-cocks, and a great match comes off
at eleven o'clock, and he wants to be in time, for one of
his own cocks is going to fight, and he has backed him
heavily.''

^

The great influx of Americans hound for the gold-
diggings raised the price of everything ; I was much
interested by the accounts I heard of San Francisco
and the Sacramento, which I need hardly transcribe
here. The wages were enormous. Mrs. Smith, wife
of the commandant of the territory, used to pay £"2. a
day wages for her kitchen-maid, and £1,500 a year for
a hoi^se hi San Francisco. Tradesmen's wages were
also most extravagant—a carpenter's, twenty dollars;
but those who made the most money were saddlers, by
mending bridles, saddles, and pack-saddles. The' ac-
counts brought down from San Francisco while I was
staying at Panama fully confirmed all that I had pre-
viously heard in the States ; the quantity of gold found
was immense, common working-hands in the short space
of four months amassing fortunes.

On the following evening, as I was in the balcony
If the hotel sitting with some American acquaintances,
we heard " a cry break out which soon swelled into a
shout " from all the Americans in Panama, some six or
seven hundred

; and so headlong was the rush through
the crowded streets, that it was some time before we
succeeded in discovering its cause ; till, at last, several
booming cannon-shots from the sea announced the arrival
of one of the great American steamers from New York
round the Horn ; and the shouts of triumph from the
poor fellows that were reckoning on hrr arrival were
quite thrilling,, We rowed out to visit iier next day

;

she was a magnificent steamer, and the passengers of all
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ranks and denominations were swarming in her likebees about a hive. I thanked my stars that I was notdestined to become one of their number.
1 he next day I determined to enjoy the novel sensa-tion of a swim in the Pacific Ocean

; bu? before I hadbeen two minutes in the water, I percdved a large black
fin appear above the surface, 'quite close enouTfor meto recognise it as that of a shade ; and not much relisT

.J^l
'"''^'''^^ '^ ^^''^^^ ^'^ ^P^^ish both in costumeand appearance: the ecclesiastics wear long black gownsand ..ree-cornered hats : they are not very bicroted Iwas surprised, on the Sunday evening, when° walkingmthe neigKbourhood of one of the churches to Tee foufvery well-dressed priests seated on a large balk of t mberm the street, playing cards. They semed very much

interested m their game, and did not notice my approach at first, till one of them, after a little dme

were not playing for money. Many of these poor fellowsare very peaceable and harmless membersTsodetyUey acknowledge the supremacy of Kome, and aTe •sometimes made to feel it. Shortly before my arrival
there, they had received a communication from the pZ
7d3to h-'^.1-

''
I K'''^'^

^^'^^ h-d bTenaddressed to his holiness by the clergy of Panama forpermission to marry, and which stated, amonc.other

1- if
""^'i^^Se of priests were much worse than any

thrilT^^
possibly result from its permission. Butthough this was urged in very strong terms, and sio-ned

reC ^ '^" ^''''^'' '^' ^^^^^^^ '''' peremptorily

From Panama I returned to Chagres md Gorgona,
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and had a miserable time of it. My horse dropped
dead under me ; the heat was excessive, and I had to

walk, or rather wade, more than half the distance on
foot tlirourrh deep mud, into which I sometimes sank
above my knees ; while, to increase my misery, a storm
came on, nearly drowninp; me, and leaving me drenched
to the skin, and wretched to the last degree. At last,

however, I reached my destination, and took boat from
Gorgona, descending the river at a rapid rate to Chagres,
where I arrived in time to take passage by the English
West Indian steamer back to England.

THE END.

i ,

rRlNTKD BY COX (BROS.) AND WVMAN> GREAT QUEKN STRBBT.
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