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As promised in a prefatory note to the second gpart of the
Catalogue of Canadian Birds, Part 111 of this work is issued the
present autumn. The original intention in preparing a Catalogue
of Canadian Birds was to complete the work in two parts, but the
large amount of valuable information, which had become available
by the time Part II was finished, rendered a third part necessary.
This part entirely eompletes the work for the present ; but the
additional kirpwledge of our birds which will no doubt accumulate
in the next few years may necessitate further publications on this
subject in the future.

ROBERT BELL.
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, OTTAWA,

November g, 1804.
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PREFACE.

Although only a year has passed since the Publication' of Part
11 of this Catalogue, Part III will be found to include hotes from
«several new observers. . Thes€ notes anq the fact that our know-
ledge of the smaller birds, and especially\of their breeding habits,
is much more complete than was the c:;\with those covered by
the previous parts account for the largersize of the present number.
Mr. William Spreadborough, whe hgs worked as my field assistant
for so many years, collected’ in the spring of 1903 in the vicinity of
Lake Okanagan in southern 'British Columbia; during the
femainder of the season he was with Mr. James M. Macoun in the
Peace River.region in Lat. §6°. During part of April and nearly
the whole of May, 1904. Mr. Spreadborough collected in the
vicinity of Fernie and Elko, B.C., and I have been enabled to
include a fewsof hi{’r:'lotes in the latter part of the Catalogue. At
the time ofiwriting "Mr. Spreadborough is en route for Hudson
Bay where he will spend the summer, chiefly in the study of .the
breeding habits of the waders. Lists of birds and notes on their
relative abundance have been furnished me by Mr. Alfred L.
Garneau, Ottawa, Ont., Mr. A. B. Klugh, Guelph, Ont., Mr. A.
F. Young, Penetanguishene, Ont., Mr., Norman Criddle, Aweme,
Man. and Mr. E. F. G. White formerly residing in British Col-
umbia, but now at Ottawa. ¢
Many doubtful or immature birds have been submitted to Mr.
H. C. Oberholser, Assistant Curator, Smithsonian Institution,
Washington, D.C.,and I have accepted his determinations in every
instance. Mr. Oberholser also examined all the sparrows and
warblers which have been found to vary as we cross the continent.
Much additional information regarding the birds included in the
first two parts has come to my hands and this will, in the near
future, be published in the form of an addendum to the complete
Catalogue.

]

In bringing to a closea work, which though arduous hasgiven
me not less pleasure than the compilation of my larger Catalogue
of Canadian Plants, I wish again to thank my many correspond-
ants for the information and assistance they have so freely given
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me. Not the least” valdable part of the Catalogue is that which

“includes the manuscript notes furnished me by.these observers

My only aim has been to bring together all our avaiabl® know-

ledge of the distribution apd the breeding habits of our Canadian

birdsand if I have succe&ed in presenting this information in a FaMIL
form that willk make it useful to ornithologists and bird-lovers, my

labour has not been in vain, It will not be difficult for future ‘ (
workers to add to the matfer here published or to correct the

errors which are unavoidable in a work-of this kind.

Mr. James M. Macoun has been of great assistance to me in the
preparation of the mManuscript of the several parts for the press
and in the revision of the proofs. The index was made by Miss
Marie C. Stewart, under my direction.
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FaMmiLy .XI.III. FRINGILLIDA. FincHES, SpaArRrOwWS, &c. '

CLXXXIIl. HESPERIPHONA BONAPARTE. 1850,
514., Evening Grosbeak.

Hesperiphona vespertina (Coor.) BONAPARTE. 1850.

s

A rare winter visitant at Montreal. I believe the first record
of the occurrence of this species here was during the winter months
of the year 1890, when several were observed January 28th, in
McGill College grounds by Dr. Harrington of this city.  (I#ntle.)
In the spring of 1899 one fine male was shot in Rockcliffe Park by
Mr. Muirhead who was a guest at Government House. (Macoun.)
A rare winter visitor. Seen in considerable numbers at Guelph,
Ont., during February, 1902, a flock of seventy-five being seen
on the 6th of that monthby Prof. M. W. Doherty. (A. B. Klugh.)
Sometimes appears in large flocks in winter ; it comes into’ the
Parry: Sound district much more regularly than is supposed. A
flock remained at Emsdale till the end of the first week in May,
1897, feeding on the seeds of the sumac. (/. H. Fleming.) Since
the winter of 1889-go, I have only seen two or three specimens of
this bird around Toronto; the last, a female, being taken near the
city in April, 1897. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) This species is an
abundant winter visitor at Portage la Prairi¢ and Winnipeg and in
other parts of Manitoba. It generally appears about the middle
of October. From that date it continually increases in numbers
until December when it reaches its maximum. Whilst here it
frequents the Northwest maple or box elder, feeding on its
seeds, and seldom visits the ground, exceptin spring, when it will
sometimes crowd thickly on a bare spot, apparently seeking small
gravel for digestive purposes. As far as known its nest has never
been found. (Zhompson-Seton.) This gay and very remarkable
bird is a common jhhabitant of the maple groves (Negundo
aceroides) on the Sagkatchewan plains. As it arrives late we left
Carlton House bef#)re they arrived, but Mr. Prudens kindly sent
specimens to us. ]t frequents.the borders of Lake Superior also,
and the eastern dpclivity of the Rocky Mountains, in Lat. §6°,
but its habits are ynknown.. (Rickardson.)). 1 have not seen this

bird_ alive myself but have seen two that were killed at Prince
1 i

)]
f
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Albert, Sask. It is scarce. (Coubeaux.) Not uncommon at Edmon-

‘ ton, Alberta, between April 16th and May 14th, 1897, when they

disappeared. Two specimens were seen on the trail' between
Lesser Slave Lake and Peace River Landing,Atha., in June, and a
pair with young birds-just able to fly at Dunvegan, Lat. 56°, July
26th, 1903. (Spreadborough.)

. MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nine; four taken at Mimico, Ont.,.in February, 1890, by Mr. S.

Herring ; two obtained in Winnipeg, Man., by Dr.A.R.C. Selwyn,

in 1885; three taken at Edmonton, Alta., on May 14th, 1898, by

J Mr. W, Spreadborough.

514a. Western Evening Grosbeak.

Hesperiphona vespertina montana (R1pGw.) MEARNS) 1890.

British Columbia. (Mearns.) Met with in the interior bhl)';

in August they were passing southwards in flocks of considerable

size. (Streator.)) East of Coast Range, B.C., straggling west (in
winter) to lower Fraser and Vancouver Island. I found it at the
summit of the Coast Range in' June, 1891. (Fannin.) One shot
out of a flock of twelve March 3ist, 1894, at Seymour Creek,
Burrard Inlet, B.C. (E. F. G. White.) Tolerably common resident
at Chilliwack, B.C. ; common winter resident at Okanagan, B.C.
(Brooks.) Valley of the Columbia. (Lord.) Seen as a spring
migrant at Banff, Rocky Mountains in April, 1891, (perhaps
the eastern form); quite common along both Arrow lakes,
Columbia River, B.C. in June, 1890 ; rather common in small
flocks at the mouth of Pass Creek, near Robson, B.C.; they
were apparently getting ready for a second brood, June 21st ;
eating poplar buds ; May 1s5th, 1901, observed a flock of about
fifteen at Chilliwack, B.C. ; a small flock was seen at Penticton, B.
C., April 14th, 1903 ; one seen near Victoria, Vancouver Island,
May 24th, 1893, the only one seen that summer. (Spreadborough.)
In April, 1887, a small flock seen at Comox, Vancouver Island.
(Macoun.)

CLXXXIV. PINICOUA VieiLLoT. 1807.
515. Pine Grosbeak.

Pinicola enucleator leucura (MULLER) RICHMOND. 1QO2.
An abundant summer resident at Fort Chimo, Labrador; breeds

there, nest and eggs obtained. Plentiful in southern districts
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among timbered tracts. Resident south of the ** height of land.”
(Packard.) One seen at Richmond Gulf, July 1st, 1896; not again
observed in Labrador. (Spreadborough.) Three specimens taken
at Cullingham’s Cové, Hamilton Inlet, Labrador, 1891. (Norton.)
Common_throughout the year in Newfoundland. (Reeks) Com-
mon in winter in No#a Scotia. (Dewns.) Abundant during Dec-
ember and first'two weeks in January in Cumberland Co., N.S,,
after which none were seen, with the exception of one pair seen
at Shulee, April 3rd, 1899. (Morrell) Common in the spruce
woods north of Atillik, northeast coast of Labrador, beyond
which spruces dwindled into low bushes. (Bigelow.) A flock of
several was seen at Sydney, Cape Breton Island, N.S,, May 24th,
1902. Known locally as “ Ortolan.” (C. R. Harte) Appears
regularly about the first of December at Kings Co., N.S., and
remains till March. (A Zwfts) Common in New Brunswick in
winter. (Chamberlain.) Rare summer resident near Scotch Lake,
York Co., N.B,,breeds to the north of the province. (W.H. Moore.)
Found nesting in the valley of Restigouche, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.)
Common in the winter at-Lake Mistassini, Que. (/. M. Macoun.)
Common summer resident in eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) A com-
mon winter visitant at Montreal ; they often visit the city in such
places where mountain ash trees with berries are to be found;
observed from October 30th to April 26th. (Wintle.) Irregularly
abundant at Ottawa, Ont. It appeared in immense numbers in
the winter of 1882-3 and again in 1888-9 as did many others of our
winter birds. (O#t:wa Naturalist, Vol. V.) More or less com-
mon in Ottawa every winter. (Macoun.) In March, 1895, I saw
several of these birds at Lansdowne, Ont., feeding on the seeds of
the black ash. Inthe month of June, 1897, I found them common
on the Magdalen Islands,Que.,where a fewbreed in the thick woods.
(Rev. C.J. Young.) A common winter resident, sometimes ap-
pearing in immense flocks. In the districts of Parry Sound and
Muskoka, in September, 1898, I saw small flocks feeding on the
tops of the highest pines. (/. H. Fleming.) A winter visitor at
Guelph ; fairly common some years, in others entirely absent.
(A. B. Klugh.) A winter resident at Penetanguishene, Ont. Very
plentiful during the winter of 1900 and 1901, when the beech nuts
were a very heavy crop, at which time they could be seen in the
beech woods picking at the hulls of the remaining nuts. (4. F.
Young.)
1}4
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A somewhat common winteg visitor in Manitoba; possibly nest-
ing in the northern spruce woods: (Zhompson-Seton.) A male
was seen perched on a tree overhanging Hill ‘River, near the

mouth of Fox River, July 8th, 1900 ; the ®pecies was reported to

. us by the residents at Fort Churchill. (Edward A. Preble)) On
April 15th,( 1892, shot a male at Indian Head, Assa., his stomach
was full ot/ poplar and willow buds and a few seeds of the wild
buckwheat ; nope was seen afterwards. (Spreadborough.) This
species ledds a quiet and retired life in the glomiest recesses of
thé coniferous forests ; it is seldom seen. It was not observed
north of the sixtieth parallel by any member of the expedition.
It builds its nest on the lower branches of a tree and feeds chiefly
upon the seeds of the spruce. (Rickardson.) North,on the Mac-
kenzie River, to Fort Good Hope ; not rare. (Ross.) In the
spring of 1861 an Indian discovered a nest of this species about
60 miles south of Fort Apderson, we never discovered another.
(Macfar/an?.) Tolerably common in small flocks and more
frequently seen along the banks of both branches of the Saskatch-
ewan. This bird is one of our constant winter visitors, arriving
about the end of Octdber and leaving about the end of March.

(Coubeaux.)
. MUSEUM SPECIMENS,

Nine ; three taken at Ottawa in December, 1888, by Mr. G. R.
White ; two taken at Ottawa in January, 1889, by Mr. S. Herring;
one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885 ; two taken at
Bracebridge, Ont., March, 1892, and one at Indian Head, Assa.,
April, 1892, by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

515a. Rocky Mountain Pine Grosbeak.

Pinicola enucleator montana Ripgw. 1898.

This species was taken at Banff, Rocky Mountains in 1891 ;
both old and young birds seen af Canmore near Banff in June,1885;
saw two on a mountain on the north side of the Miette River
near Jasper House, Alta., August 29th, 1898 ; common around
Revelstoke, B.C., up to April 28th, 1890 ; their chief food was
buds of balsam poplar; seen as late as May 23rd in the Eagle
Pass, B.C.; and one seen near the summit of a mountain at Rob-
son, Columbia River, B.C., June 24th, 1890 ; observed a small
flock at an altitude of about 5030 feet east of the Columbia River
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’
on the International , Boundary, B.C., September 1oth, 1g02.
(Spreadborough.) :

BrEEDING NOTES.—I have a nest and 4 eggs that’wqre taken at
Banff in the Rocky Mountains, June 3rd, 1896. The niest is com-
posed of twigs, roots, and grass ; lined with fine roots and ¢hair.
It was built on the branch of a spruce tree abouyt 15 feet from the
ground. (W. Raine.)

? MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two, taken at Revelstoke, B.C., April 23rd, 1890, by Mr. W,
Spreadborough.

515c. Alaskan Pine Grosbeak.

Pinicola enucleator alascensis Ripgw. 1898.

Northwestern North America, including wooded portions of
Alaska except Kadiak and the southern coast district, south in
winter to Montana and eastern British Columbia. (Ridgway.)
A winter visitant to the valley of the Chilliwack River, B.C.}
common winter resident in Cariboo district ; breeds in the timber
zone and winters at Okanagan on the mountains. (Brooks.) Not
rare on Mount Queest, Gold Range,Shuswap Lake, B.C,, alt. 6000
feet, August, 1889. (Spreadborough.) "Kit\an(l west of Coast 1
Range, except. Vancouver Island, also takgn at Fort Simpson,
B.C., by W. B. Anderson. (Fannin.) \ y

Along the entire west and northwest coast of America from/
Vancouver Island north to within the Arctic Circle, this bird(
occurs in greater or less abundance. The only breaks in this range
are the treeless areas which occur along the coast of Behring Sea.
Throughout the interior of the above region it is an abundant
species. (Nelson.) This species is a resident of the interior and
wooded districts of the entire territory of Alaska. (Zurner.)
Sheep Creek and Homer, Kenai. Peninsula, Alaska; at these places
nine specimens were taken in July and September, 1g9o1. The
patches of cottonwood were the favorite haunts of this bird. They
were never found in spruce timber except while perched upon the
topmost branch of a dead tree, where they remained but for a few
minutes. During heavy rgin storms they repair to the lower
underbrush and even the low grass. (Chapman.)

BReEeEDING NoTes.—The Alaskan pine grosbeak proved to be a
common resident throughout the year in wooded tracts from the

f

4
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.
delta through the Kowak valley. My first acquaintance with this
species wagsmade on the 25th August, '98, when two adults and
two full-grown young were observed. They were silent save for
a low, mellow ¢all-note, and were feeding on the green alder seed-
pods. I secured the two adults, which were in moulting plumage.
ImSeptember and October pine grosbeaks were quite numerous,
being often met with in companies of six to a dozen, immatures
and adults together. They were usually among the scattering
birch and spruce which line the low ridges. There, until the snow
covered the ground, they fed on blue-berriés, rose-apples and
cranberries. During the winter their food was much the same as
that of the redpolls—seeds and buds of birch,alder and willow,and
sometimes tender spruce needles. In the severest winter weather
they were not often in the spruce, but had then retired into the
willow beds. The usual note is a clear whistle of three syllables.
The native name Ki-u-tak represents it. Then there was a low,
mellow, one-syllabled note uttered among members of a flock
when alarmed. Twice I noted solitary males, when flying across
the woods, singing a loud, rollicking warble, much like a purple
finch. One morning, the 18th February, found me across the
river skirting the willows in search of ptarmigan. Although it
was 50 degrees below zero, a pine grosbeak, from the depths of a
nearby thicket, suddenly burst forth in a rich melodious strain,
something like our southern black-headed grosbeak. He con-
tinued, though in a more subdued fashion, for several minutes.
Such surroundings and conditions fora bird-song like this ! Again
one day in March, during a heavy snow-storm, a bright red male
sang similarly at intervals for nearly an hour, from an alder thicket
near the cabin, and as summer approached their song was heard
more and more frequently. Not until May 25th did I discover a
nest. This was barely commenced, but on June 3rd, when I
visited the locality again, the nest was completed and contained
four fresh eggs. The female was incubating, and remained on the
nest until nearly touched. The fiest was eight feet above the
ground on the lower horizontal branches of a small spruce grow-
ing on the side of a wooded ridge. The nest was a shallow affair,
very much like a tanager’s. It consisted of a loosely-laid plat-
form of slender spruce twigs, on which rested a symmetrically-
moulded saucer of fine, dry, round-stemmed grasses. Its depth
was about one inch and internal diameter 3'25. The eggs are pale
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Nile blue with a possible greenish tinge, dotted and spotted with
pale lavender, drab and sepia. The markings are very unevenly
distributed, the small ends of the eggs being nearly immaculate,
while there is a conspicuous wreath about the large ends. The
markings are not abruptly defined, but the margins of the spots
are distinct, fading out into the surrounding ground colour. One
of the eggs is more thickly and evenly sprinkled with various
tints of bistre. The eggs are rather ayate in shape, but the small
ends are blunt. On June 11th, in the Kowak delta, I found a
similarly constructed nest containing four small young ; this was
six feet up in a dwarf spruce, and on the 12th, I found another
nest in all particulars like the other two, and containing four eggs
almost ready to hatch. My series of 44 skins of P. e. alascensis
confirms the distinctness of that race; the Kowak River birds
present an extreme of ashness. (Grinnell)

515d. Kadiak Pine Grosbeak.

Pinicola enucleator flammula (HomeYER) RipGw. 1898.

Island of Kadiak, Alaska, and Alaskan coast southward at least

to Sitka [probably coast of British Columbia at least in winter.]
(Ridgway.)

CLXXXV. PYRRHULA Brisson, 1760.
516. Cassin’s Bullfinch.

Pyrvhula cassini (BAIRD) TRIST -AM. 1871,

The presence of this bird in the North American fauna resfs
solely upon the capture of a specimen at Nulato on the middle
Yukon, January 1oth, 1867, by Mr. Dall. (Nelson.)

On July 19th, 1879, in the northern waters of Cumberland Gulf,
Mr. Ludwig Kumlien saw a bird which he could not secure and
which in his opinion was either this species or Pyrvhula europea,
possibly the latter. We have been unable to obtain any further
records.

CLXXXVI. CARPO
517. Purple Finch.

US Kaup. 1829.

Carpodacus purflureus (GMEL.) GRAY. 1844.

Kumlien obtained a specimen on shipboard off Resolution Is-
land ; Drexler obtained it at Moose Factory- May 28th, 1860 ;
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occurs plentifully in southern portions of Labradof. (Patkard) ,
Common on Moose River to James Bay at Moose Factory ; none
seen further north in 1896. (Spreadborough.) Common in Nova
Scotia ; a few stop all winter. (Dogms.) A pair seen at Shulee,
Cumbesrtand Co., N.S., Jan. 2nd, 1899. (Morrell) Bayley says this
species is common at Sydney, Cdpe Breton Island, and breeds.
(C. R. Harte) Cémmonq in sumzler in Kings Co., NS.; a few
remain th/ough the winter. (#. Zufts) Common at Margaree
and Baddeck, Cape Breton Island, N.S., July, 1898 ; breeding in
the woods at Brackley Point, Prince Edward Island, June, 1888.
(Macoun.) Sparingly distributed ; a restless and roving species,
and seen singly or in paiss on Prince Edward Island. (Dwight.)
A common resident in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) Tolerably
common summer resident, but very irregula&r in its time of arrival
in spring at Scotch Lake, York Co.; N.B.; nests in conifers from
a few feet up in low bushes in pastures to high up in forestrees.
(W. H. Moore.) Rather rare in the Gulf\:o St. Lawrence ; a male
seen and others heard on the MagdalenIslands. (Biskop.) Com-

in the Restigouche valley, N.B. (Brithain & Coz.) An abundant ing ; |

species of general distribution:about tyf shores of the Gulfgof St. (Sprea

Lawrence and its islands. (Brewster) | Rather common sunfirer the S:
resident in eastern Quebec. (Diomne.) A commonsummer resid-
ent but some remain all winter. Breeds on the island of Eontreal.

visito
male,
I found a nest containing four eggs, June 20th, 1891, jh Mount perfec
Royal park, built in a small spruce tree ; have noticed them from Landi
Feby. sth to Oct. 25th ; often feeding in winter on mountain ash - birds
berries. (Wintle.) p : Lat ¢

A common summer resident at Ottawa, Ont.; abund4nt in migra- ‘ la Cro
tion. There are a few winter records of this species one of which the fir
is Dec. 20th,1885. (Ottawa Naturalist,Vol.V.) A comman summer juncos
resident in the districts of Parry Sound and Muskoka. (/. H, Banff,
Fleming.) Abundantat Cache Lake, Algonquin Park, Ont.; breed- a willc
ing in low, wet woods. (Spreadborough.) Often seen in numbers BRrE
but certainly a much less frequent summer resident than formerly. of veg
In 1886 many stayed all summer in London, Ont., where they had four, p
been scarce during several previous years. In 1899 its scarcity blacki:
was remarkable. It is seen the whole yearwround but most notice- tiful, a
ably common in spring. (W. E. Saunders.y A common ‘migrant nest th
in spring and fall at Guelph, Ont.; arrives about April 15th and inac
leaves about Oct. 4th ;.a few breed. (4. B. Klugh.) This species maple.
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f
was s*eral times heard early on ttxe morning of June 16th, 1900,
at Bul\Head Point, Lake Winnipeg, where the steamer stopped
for wodd. (Edward A. Preble.)

Thls species was found in small numbers on Tystle Mountain,
Mahnitoba, during the latter part ol July. It douBtless breedsin

. the localify ; not seen further west, (Coues.» Summer resident

in Manito¥a ; ; arrives about April 20th, and departs about Oct.
15th; shot a male in full song, May 14th, 1883; it had been feeding
on poplar catkins. (Zhompson-Seton.) First seen at Indian Head,
Assa., April 21st, 1892, quite common by May 12th ; a few breed
there as I saw them late in June ; this species arrived at Edmon-
ton, Alta., on May 3rd, 1897, and soon commenced to nest in the
tall trees; observed one at Lake Ste Anne, 60 miles from
Edmgnton, Alta., June 8th, 1898 ; a few were observed from
theﬁ/;outh of Lesser Slave River to Peace River Landing,

Atha., in Lat. 56° 15", June, 1903 ; taken at Canmore, Alta:—

but not rare at Banff on thet: Bow River within the
Rocky Mountains, May 27th, 1891, where they were breed-
ing ; one seen in the Crow’s Nest JRass in August, 1897.
(Spreadborough.) This bigd was seen by us only on the banks of
the Saskatchewan where it feeds on willow buds. It i a summer
visitor, arriving in the month of May. (Richkardson.) The single
male, secured at the Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan, agrees
perfectly with this species.. (MNutting.) Not rare at Athabas¢a
Landing and up the Athabasca to Lesser Slave: River; a f
birds at Fort McMurray, but none seen up the Clearwater River,
Lat 56° ; not ra¥e but local between Methye Portage.,and Isle a
la Crosse, Sask. /. M. Macoun.) " 1 saw thlS beautiful finch for
the first time last April and beginning of May in compdny with
juncos and tree sparrows, (Cowbeaux.) On June 8th, 1893, at
Banff, \Alberta, I found a nest and eggs' of this species built in
a willow bush five feet from the ground. (W. Raine,).

BREEDING NOTES.—Nest built on a horizontal bough composed
of vegetable matter, fibre and rootlets, lined with hair. Eggs,
four, pale dull greenish, almost white, sparsely sprinkled with
blackish and lilac. (G. R. White.) A bird that is hardly as plen-
tiful, apparently, in Ontario, as in former yegrs. I have found the
nest three times in Ontario, twice in a small§pruce treé and once
in a cedar. . I also saw a nest ‘at Lansdowhe §Ont., in a small
maple. This is a late breeder, all the eggs I jhave seen were laid

.\ % 4
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in June. (Rev. C. J. ng.) Breeds in May and June around
Ottawa, Ont., also at *l?‘ke Nominingue, 100 milés. north of it.
The nest is built in coniferous tregdfgom five to fifteen feet - from
the ground and is composed of ig‘s, rootlets, végetable down
and wool with a lining of hairs. Sggs, four to five in the set.
(Garnean.)t ek :

/ MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twelve ; four taken at Qttawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun ;
ope at Indian Head, Asj m May, 1892; and one at Peace River
Landing, Atha., Lat. 6% 15’, June 19, 1903;. three at Edmonton,
Alta., May 4, 1898; one at Canmore, Rocky Mountains, Alta.,
by W. Spreadborough; two at Ottawa in Novémber, 1890, by Dr.
F. A. Saunders.

Four sets of eggs ; three of four each’taken'at Wolfeville,
N.S,, on June 17th, 1895, by H. Tufts ;. one set of four taken at
Hull,, Que., May 28th, 1899, by, Mr. A. R. Legge. Nestéln a
small spruce about 8 feet from the ground. Outside made of
grass and small twigs ; lined with cow’s hair.

'517a. California Purple Finch.

v« Carpodacus purpureus californicus BAIRD. 1874.

Abundant summer resident on both sides of the Coast Range.
(Lord) Confmon in the coast region; few specimens were taken
in purple plumage. (Streator.) An abundant summer resident,
chiefly west of the Coast' Range ; breeds both on Vancouver
and the mainland. (Fanmin.) Common summer residént at
Chilliwack, B.C. (Brooks.), Very commén at Hastings, Port
Heney and Agassiz, B.C, in April, 1889 ; very abundant at Chil-
liwack and Huntingdon, B.C.; feeding on the seeds of the crab-
apple in the autumn of 19o1; tolerably common near Victoria and
quite common at Comox, - Vancouver Island, in June, 1893.
(Spreadborough.) Found breeding on thé coast of British Colum-
bia. (Rhoads.)

ol MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
Twelve ; two at Aggasiz. B.C.; three at Chilliwack, B.C.; two

at Burrard Inlet, B.C., four at Huntington, B.C.; and one at Vic-
toria, Vancouver Island ; all by Mr. Spreadbarough.
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518. Cassin’s Purple Finch.

}
5 Carpodacus cassini BAIRD, 1854.

Western State:, from the eastern base of the Rocky Mountains
to the Pacific Coast, and north to Britis%Columbia. (Ridgway.)
A few examples, probably of this speciés, %were found breeding
in the interior of British Columbia. (Rhoeds.) Both sides of
Coast Range, B.C. (Fanmin) Summer resident at Soda Creek,
and probably also at Quesnel, B.C., 19o1. (Brooks.) Taken at
Spenée’s Bridge and Kamloops in June 1889. One specimen seen
at Trail, near the International Boundary, B.C, in May, 1902,
Quite commeon at Penticton, B.C., in April, 1903, feeding in the
tops of bull pine (Pinus ponderosa),on their seeds. (Spreadborough.)

: MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Fourteen taken at Penticton, B.C., by Spreadborough, 1903.

CLXXXVII. 'PASSER Brisson.
House Sparro‘vg

Passer domestPus (Linnzus) Kocn. 1816.

This species has become naturalized in“all Canadian cities, towns
and small villages and in many farm-yards, where it lives-in
winter in affluence on the oats found in the droppings of horses.
It is quite abundant in the autumn, but whether it finds a scarcity
of food or abundance it is always in evidence in spring, and where
it once gets a foothold it retains it and spreads further. It is
abundant everywhere in the eastern provinces, in the settled
parts of Quebec and Ontario, and, although spoken against
everywhere, it. destroys an enormous quantity of noxious weeds
in waste grounds and vacant places in cities and their suburbs,
by eating their seeds, in September, October and Novémber,.
until the snow comes, when it takes to the streets. In 1894, a
few pairs were seen near the railway station at Winnipeg; Man.,
since then they have spread rapidly westward. (Macoun.) This
bird is gradually extending its range westward and northwest-
ward. I found it nesting at Yorkton, northern Assa., in June,
1901, and Mr. Hugh Richardson, during the summer of 19o1, sent
me two sets (of what he called rare eggs) of a bird that had never
been seen before in the Qu'Appelle valley, Assa., a bird unknown
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to him, and.they turned out ta be only eggs of the English
sparrow. I have no record of this.bird from Alberta, but it is
only'a matter of time when it will extend . its range right to the
Rocky Mountain foothills. (W. Raine.)

CLXXXVIII. 'LOXIA LiNNAEUS. 1758,

521. American Crossbill.

Loxia curvirostra minor (BREEM) Ripaw. 1885,

One specimen taken in Hudson Strait. It flew on board ship
and was presented by Dr. Matthews. (Dr. R. Bell) Common
throughout the year on' Newfoundland. (Reeks.) Common ;
arrives after the breeding season in Nova Scotia. (Downs.)
Usually very abundant in summer when large roving flocks are to
be met with everywhere in Kings Co., N.S.; a nest containing
three young was taken early in August, 1896. (/. 7ufts.) Three
seen on Sable Island,N.S,, July 2nd, 1902. (James Bouteillier.) 1did
not see this species in Cumberland Co., N.S., until March when it
became common. At that time the males were in full song, and
the birds were paired, male and female always being seen together.
I judged both this and the next species would breed in April.
(Morrell) Common in woods at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape
Bretog'Island, July, 1898; in spruce trees at Brackley Point, Prince
Edward Island, Aug. 12, 1888. (Macoun.) Abundant in flocks,
mixed with the following species, feeding chiefly on larch trees
og Prince Edward Island. (Dwight.) A rather common resident
in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) Not uncommon in the Res-
tigouche valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.) Rare on the Magdalen
Islands ; a male seen on Grindstone Island. (Biskop.) Taken at
Charlesbourg ; common summer resident in eastern Quebec.
(Dionne.) A pinsient visitant but common ; they are very erratic
in their movefM®nts and may appear at Montrealat any time during
the year,b@t‘l have never heard of them breeding in this district; I
saw a small flock of this species May 14th, 1883, at Cote St. An-
toine, feeding on the cones of alarch tree. (Wintle.) A common
summer visitor at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (W. H. Moore.) A
common winter resident at Ottawa, Ont. The summer records
are as follows : May 10, ¥882 ; August 4, 1887 ; June 19, 1889; and
July 3,1890. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) In the winter of 1897
this bird was very common in Ontario ; and in 1898 I saw a pair
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at Lansdowne in the month of April. They frequented some hem-
lock trees in the village, but I-could never make out that they
were breeding. Since that year I higlle scarcely seen 6ne. (Rev.
C.J. Young.) Resident in the districts of Parry Sound and Mus-
koka. They gather in immense flocks and come into the settle-
ment or about the lumber shanties. (/. H. Fleming.) There were
enormous numbers of this bird in the vicinity of Whitney near
Algonquin Park, Ont., in November and December, 1898; and in
the following April there was an extraordinary migration to the
neighbourhood of Toronto, many remaining till the third week in
May. It is possible that the Whitney hordes may have wandered
south which would account for a visit in such numbers to this
locality on the return trip. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) Saw a smallflock
both old and young at Cache Lake, Algonquin Park, July 2, 1900.
(Spreadborough.) A winter visitor at Guelph, Ont. (4. B. Klugh.)
Transient visitant at Penetanguishene, Ont. Have noticed some
immense flocks at rare intervals. (4. F. Young.) A small flock
seen at our campon Echiamamish River, Keewatin, June, 25, 1900.
(Edward A. Prebles.)

A winter visitant in Manitoba ; possibly also breeding. In
Manitoba I failed to detect its presence excepting during winter
and spring. It is common wherever there is plenty of spruce and
tamarac, for the seeds of those are #s favorite food. (Zhompson-
Seton.) One pair on Methye Portage ; very common on Methye
River and not rare to Isle a la Crosse, Sask. (/. M. Macoun.)
Several birds resembling the published description of this species
were seen at Fort Anderson but none taken. (Macfarlane.) Three
individuals were observed at Indian Head, Assa. on June 27th,
1892, three days later a large flock was seen ; this species was
found in flocks in the Cypress Hills, Assa., from the middle of
June to the end of the month, both in 1894 and 1895. It is ex-
tremely probable that this species nests in the Cypress Hills, as
they seemed perfectly at home there feeding on the spruce trees;
observed a pair on August 7th, 1897, i Crow’s Nest Pass, Rocky
Mountadins ; seen in large flocks at Banff, Rocky Mountains in
June, 1891 ; very likely breed there. Taken on the mountains at
Deer Park, Arrow Lake, B.C., June 6th, 1890 ; not uncommon on
the mountains on both sides of Pass Creek near Robson, B.C.,
June 24th, 1890 ; taken on the mountains at Spence’s Bridge,
B.C., May, 28th, 1889, and in flocks at Agassiz ; common
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at Chilliwack, B.C. in the spring of 1901 ; abundant at Pen-
ticton, feeding on seeds of bull pine, April, 1903; a common sum-
mer resident on Vancouver Island; flocks seen almost every day
near Victoria in the spring of 1893; also at Salt.Sprirg Island and
Comox, the same year. (Spreadborough.) An abundant summer
resident on both sides of the Coast Range. (Lord.) From July
16th to September, pairs were seen aboyt Ducks, B.C., flying from
tree to tree looking for food. ‘Laterya few flocks were seen on the
coast flying south. (Strector) An abundant resident throughout
the province. (Fanmin.) Tolerably common;an irregular visitant
to the lower Fraser valley; resident in the mountains; common
in Cariboo district in the winter of 1899 and summer of 1900 ;
abundant at Okanagan, B.C,, in the winter of 1897-98. (Brooks.)
Co-extensive with coniferous forests at all elevations, east and
west of Coast Range, B.C, (Rhoads.) Along the southeastern
coast of the territory in the vicinity of Sitka and the adjoining
regions, thisis a rather common bird but in only one instance has
it been taken north of thé Alaskan mountains. (Nelson.) Flocks
ofi these birds frequented the tops of the tallest firs at Sitka,
Alaska, where on account of their quietness they may easily
escape notice. (Grinnell) Osgood took a red crossbill and saw
another at Unalaska, October s5th, 1899. We did not see any on
the Yukon. (Biskop.)

BrREEmNG NoTES.—I have a set of 4 eggs collected by L.Dicks
at Cartwright, Labrador, April 20th, 1895. The nest was built in
the top of acedar,[?] and was composed externally of twigs and
roots and the interior lined with animal fur and feathers. The
eggs are greenish white, spotted chiefly at the larger end with
dark brown and grey and average in size ‘75 x '58. (W. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Fourteen ; one taken at London, Ont.,in April, 1885, by Mr. W.
E. Saunders; three taken at Banff, Rocky Mountains, July, 1891,
one taken at Deer Park, Columbia River, B.C., June, 1890, one at
Agassiz B.C., May, 1889, two at Chilliwack, B.C.in June, 19>1,and
six at Penticton, B.C,, in April, 1963, all by Mr.W. Spreadborough

522. White-winged Crossbill.
Loxia leucoptera GMEL. 1788.

A rare stréggler in Greenland; a few taken in South Green-
land. (Arct. Man.) Abundant at Fort Chimo, Labrador, some
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winters; rare during other winters ; none observed during sum-
mer; breeds in central portion of Labrador and resident there.
(Packard.)) Common throughout the year in Newfoundland.
(Reeks.) * Irregularly abutdant after the breeding season in Nova
Scotia. (Deowns.) Occasionally seen in flocks' at Baddeck and
Margaree, Cape Breton Island, N.S,, July, 1898; a very large flock
in spruce woods at Brackley Point, Prince Edward Island, June,
1888. (Macoun.) Rather common on Prince Edward Island.
(Dwight) Very erratic. Remained at Sydney, Cape Breton
Island, all winter, 1898-99, and bred freely the following February
and March. Ivan Bayley found many nests. The birds left very
suddenly in April, leaving several broods of young. (C. R. Harte))
Seen in King'’s Co., N.S., only in winter and early spring, and are
of irregular occurrence. They frequent the tops of spruce and fir
trees where they gather the seeds from the cones. (H. 7u/fts.)

Common winter resident at St. John, N.B.; a few breed every
spring. (Chamberlain.) ~On July 24th I observed a flock of eight
or ten individuals at Ellis Bay, Anticosti. (Brewster.) Seen
during the winter at Lake Mistassini, Quebec.. (/. M. Macoun.)
Common on Grindstone and Entry islands, and probably on

other islands of the Magdalen Islands. (Biskop,) Common winter
visitor at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B., in 1899, previously rare.
(W. H. Moore.) A common summer resident in eastern Quebec.
(Dionne.) A common but transient visitor at Montreal. I saw a
flock, of this species feeding on the cones of cedar trees at
HocAelaga, Que., on December 8th, 1888. (Wintle.)

A large flock of this species was seen near Beechwood ceme-
tery, Ottawa, Ont., in June, 1882. (Ottewa Naturalist, Vol.V.)
I saw this bird commonly in the Magdalen Islands in the month of
June, 1897,and have no doubt but that it breeds there in the spruce
woods though I could not with certainty locate a nest. % In that
same year, in the month of April, I saw three of these bird$,on an
island in the St. Lawrence, near Lansdowne, Ont., feeding on some
hem]oc’k trees and frequently alighting on the ground in search
of hemlock seeds. (Rewv. C.J. Young.) Not as abundant as the
preceding, but found in both districts. (/. H. Fleming.) A few
seen almost every season, but never really abundant, at Toronto;
I found them particularly abundant at Whitney, near Algonquin
Park, Ont., in the fall of 1898 and fairly so at Kaladar, Addington
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Co., December, 1884. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) An infrequent winter
visitor 4t Guelph, Ont. (A4.B. Klugh.) A male and female taken
at Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay. (Cl«‘ke.)

A winter visitant ; possibly resident and breeding. On Decem-
ber Bth, 1882, at the spruce bush, 35° below zero, shot three indi-
viduals qut of a small flock that was feeding on thecones of a tall
spruce. These were all males. (Zhompson-Seton.) Common on
Methye River in flocks ; a few between that river and Isle a la
Crosse, Sask. (/. M. Macoun.) Saw several on Macleod River, west
of Edmonton, Alta., June 19, 1898. Quite common in the woods at
Banff, Rocky Mountains, and evidently breeding in the summer of
1891 ; two seen in the Crow’s Nest Passin 1897. (Spreadborough.)
This crossbill inhabits the dense spruce forests of the Northwest
Territories, feeding principally on the seeds of the cones. It
ranges through the whole breadth of the continent and probably
up to Lat. 68°, where the woods terminate, though it was not ob-
served by us north of Lat. 63°. (Rickardson.) North to Fort Good
Hope on the Mackenzie River. (Ross.) A pair of this species
was obtained during our residence at Fort Anderson but no nests
were seen. (Macyarlane.) Rocky Mountain district; Beaver Pass,
B.C. by Mr. Geo. Hyde. (Fannin.) Three specimens taken at
Chilliwack, B.C.; quite abundant in the Cariboo district in the
winter of 1898-99 and common in the summer of 1900. (Brooks.)
Common on Queen Charlotte Islands, B.C., but no specimens were
taken ; common at Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, but élwa_vs in pairs,
{Osgood.) Although the last species is thus far known only as an
excessively rare visitant in the northern portion of Alaska, the
present bird is found in the greatest abundance wherever trees
occur to afford shelter. (Nelson.) This speciesis abundant in the
interior of the Yukon district and other wooded parts. It only
occasionally visits St. Michael and then never in large flocks.
(ZTurner.) This species was a common resident throughout the
year in certain “parts of the Kowak valley, Kotzebue Sound.
They were always to be found along the bases of the mountains,
especially in the tracts of small spruces bearing great clusters of
cones, (Grinnell.) Crossbillsin flocks of from half a dozen to one
hundred individuals wereoften seen from Lake Lebarge to Charlie
Village, July 16th to August 11th, 1899, on the Yukon River,
Yukon District. (Bishop.)
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BRrEEDING NoTES.—On April 26th I found a regular paradise for
crossbills. Itwas a stretch of the requisite dwarf spruce lying along
the Jade Mountains near the head of Hunt River. Here I met
with several flocks of white-winged crossbills which, from their
unusually lively behavior, indicated the mating season to be at
hand. Two or three pairs were apparently already mated, for they
were detached from the main flock, each by itself. The males
were singing very loudly a twitter somewhat resembling that of
the American goldfinch, but coarser. The females were shy, fly-
ing covertly from tree to tree and darting through the foliage to
avoid the officious advances of the males, who were following
them. The latter flew in broad circles above the females, with
slowly beating wings, singing continuously, and finally settling on
quivering, outstretched wings in a tree top. I visited this locality
again on the 28th May, and was fortunate enough to find three
nests of the white-winged crossbill. On this date the large flocks
had scattered out, apd the birds were mostly.seen singly or in
pairs. Two or three companies of adozen or so were noted, these
probably being non-breeders or yearlings. The first nest was
found by spottinga pair of birds and closely watghing their move-
ments. They were feeding when first noted, but in a few minutes
I suddenly lost sight of the female, although the male remained
in the vicinity, frequently uttering the metallic call-note previously
described. After waiting some time, I proceeded to the tree
where the female was last seen. On vigorously shaking the tree
several times she flew out of a dense clump of branches and perch-
ed a few yards off, chirping solicitously. Both birds soon left the
vicinity and did not return while I remained. The nest was situat-
ed close to the trunk,ten feet above the ground, in a mass of foliage
so thick as to entirely hide it from view. It contained two eggs
about one-third incubated. These are ovate and measure '86 x 61,
‘84 x '60. The ground colour is an extremely pale tint of blue. One
egg has scattering ill-defined spots and blotches of pale chocolate.
The other egg has numerous very pale lavender markings, and,
mostly at the larger end, a number of spots and four large blotches
of dark seal-brown. The second nest was found through locating a
male bird by its call-neQi and then tapping every tree in the

emale was thus flushed from her nest,
which was 12 feet up near the top of a dwarf spruce. It was em-

bedded in a mass of foliage against the stem of the tree, much as
2
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in the case of the first nest. It contained two pipped eggs and
one newly hatched young. The parents evinced more solicitude
in this case, chirping and flyidg from tree to tree. The third nest
was found similarly, thougly the female left the nest unobserved
and I had to wait until she(returned to be able to locate the nest.
This was 15 feet from the groimd, hidden in the dense spruce top,
as before. There was but one fresh egg. This measures ‘77 x *g8.
It is almost white (before blown, pinkish) with scattering abruptly-
defined spots and lines of bay and fawn colour, must numerous at
the larger end. The three nests are just alike in every way. They
consist externally of short dry spruce twigs ; and internally([ a
black wool-like lichen, closely felted, and with a scanty admix¥ure
of feathers and bits of grasses. The nests are nearly black, and
thus present an odd appearance as compared with those of theusual
consistency of other birds. The nest measurements are : inter-
nal diameter 2'20, depth 1°20; external diameter 4'00, depth 2's50.
(Grinnell.) 1 have a set of 4 eggs taken at Sandwich Bay,Labradar,
April gth, 1894, by L. Dicks. The nest is made of fine roots and
twigs, lined with moss and animals fur, and the 4 eggs are pale
bluish white, spctted at the larger ends with brown of various
shades, black and lilac grey. The eggs of the two species of
crossbill are seldom obtained, for like the Canada jay they have
eggs while the snow is on the ground very early in the spring and
at a time when it is difficult to get into the woods on account of

the snow. (W. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven ; three taken at Ottawa by Mr. F. A. Saunders and Prof.
Macoun ; two at Bracebridge, Ont., February, 1892, and two at
Banff, Rocky Mountains, June, 1891, by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

CLXXXIX. LEUCOSTICTE SwAINSON.

523. Aleutian Leucosticte.

Leucosticte griseonucha (BrRANDT) BonNap. 1850.

East and west of the Coast Range; tolerably common. (Fannsn.)
On the Aleutian Islands, from one extremity to the other, is
found this large and beautiful finch, extending its habitat thence
north to include the Prybilof Islands and the small island of St,
Matthew still further to the north. East of the Aleutian chain

1831.
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it reaches Kadiak Island. On all these islands, except one or
two exceptions, it is a permanent resident. (Nelson.) This species
is common on all the Aleutian Islands, including the Prybilof
Islands, and has also been observed on Kadiak Island. (Zurner.)
We saw a number of this species on St. George Island, Behring
Sea, October 3rd, 1899. At Unalaska, I saw a flock of about
twenty and another of two young, birds on the sth. (Biskop.) 1
have a nest and four eggs that were collected at S{. George
Island, Behring Sea, June 8th, 1897, by Mr. ]J. M. Macoun. The
nest is composed of fine roots and grass lined with fine grass.
The eggs are usually white, but are sometimes finely spotted with
pale rusty brown, and average '98x'70. (W. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

One taken on St. Paul Island, Behring Sea, June, 1891, and one :

set of five eggs from the same place, taken on June 29th, 1891,
by Mr. James M. Macoun.

523-1. Kadiak Leucosticte.

Leucosticte kadiaka McGREGOR. 1QO1.

Karluk, Kadiak Island, Alaska. Known only from Kadiak
Island. (7he Condor, Vol. I11., 8.)

524. Gray-crowned Leucosticte.
Leucosticte tephrocotis SWAINS. 1831,

One specimen, taken near Birtle, Manitoba, in January, 1891,
by Mr. George Copeland ; also two specimens in museum at
Winnipeg, taken by Mr. Hine. (Zhompson-Seton.) Of this new
and striking species only one specimen was obtained, which was
killed on the Saskatchewan in May, 1827. (Rickardson.) Rocky
Mountain district ; in winter occasionally west of the Coast
Range. (Fammin.) Summits of the Rocky Mountains; very
rare. Breeds at an altitude of 7,000 feet. (Lerd.) This species
was first seen.on the summit of Avalanche Mountain, Selkirk
Mountains, B.C., August 4th, 1885 ; there wasa pair of old birds
and four young ones, they were quite tame ; later in the season
they were taken at Hector, Rocky Mountains. (Macoun.) Found
on the summits of all the mountains around Banff in the summer
of 1891 and on the high mountains to the southeast in 1897. They

certainly breed on all mountains above 7,500 feet; observed,
2%
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above the timber line on all the mountains ascended around
the sources of the Athabasca River in 1898. (Spread-
borough.) 1 have taken the typical species as far west as Chilli-
wack, B.C.; a large flock seen once or twice on mountains to the
west of Lake Okanagan ; the typical species breeds on the high
mountains near Barkerville, Cariboo district, B.C. (Brooks.) A
flock of three birds was seen near Field, B.C., Rocky Mountains.

(Rhoads.)

BrEEDING NoTES.—As the nest and eggs of this bird have never
been recorded, I am pleased to describe them for the first time.
I have a nest and four eggs with the parent bird that were taken
at Banff, Rocky Mountains, Alta., on June gth, 1892, by Mr. Wm.
Fear. The nest is made of roots and .fine bark lined with fine
grass and was built in a crevice of a rock, and the eggs are pure

white, averaging 'gox'65. (W. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven ; two taken August 6th, 1891, on Mount Aylmer, Devil’s
Lake, Banff, Rocky Mountains and five on Moose Mountain,
foothills of Rocky Mountains, Alta., in July, 1887, by Mr. Spread-

borough.
524«. Hepburn’s Leucosticte.

Leucosticte tephrocotis littoralis (BAirD) Cougs. 1872.

The types of this form came from Sitka, and since then speci-
mens have been obtained from Sitka, Kadiak, British. Columbia,
Wyoming and Rocky Mountain region as far south as' Colorade.
(NVelson.) Abundant summer resident on both sides of the Coast
Range. (Lord.)) We found this bird only at the summit of the
White Pass, head of Lynn Canal. (Biskop.) From the coast to
the Rocky Mountains ; at Ashcroft, Clinton and Burrard Inlet.
Taken at Port Simpson by Mr. W. B. Anderson. (#annin.) Rare
winter visitant at Chilliwack ; breeds above the timber line in the
Coast Range; some of the specimens seen at Lake Okanagan
may have been this species; typical specimens taken in the winter
in the Cariboo district, B.C. (Brooks.) Found tolerably common
on the summit of Mount Arrowsmith, Vancouver Island, July 19th,
1887. (Macoun.) One specimen seen on top of a mountain at
the foot of Chilliwack LakegB.C., July 20th, 1901. (Spreadborough.)

R A

Sai
breed
Very
summn
Fort

Ab
my lo
asma
lot an

527a.

Ab
Chimi

Spe
of 18¢
list of
V) |
at E:
given
them
ruary
Mr.K
specir
Ont.,
Three
Huds
(E. A

An
taken
(Zhom,




CATALOGUE OF CANADIAN BIRDS. 435
MUSEUM SPECIMEN.

One ; taken on Mount Arrowsmith, Vancouver Island, July
17th, 1887, by Prof. Macoun.

CXC. ACANTHIS BecHSTEIN. 1803.
527. Greenland Redpoll.

Acanthis hornemannii (HoLB.) STEJN. 1884.

Said to be constantly residemt in Greenland and a regular
breeder but not further south than Lat. 70° north. (Arct. Man.)
Very abundant in winter in northern Labrador. Not occurring in
summer from May 15th to September 1st of each year. (Packard.)
Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay. (Clarke.)

About the year 1863, a friend who used to join me in some of
my local collecting trips, was in the town of Galt, Ont,, and seeing
a small flock of large light-colored redpadlls, secured two of the’
lot and sent them to me in the flesh. (;’lﬁ\[/ﬁvmiﬂz,)

527a. Hoary Redpoll. \

Acanthis hornemannii exilipes (COUEs) STE)N. 1884.

Abundant and resident in Labrador ; breedy plentifully at Fort
Chimo, where nests and eggs were obtained by Nelson. (Fackard.)

Specimens of this bird, taken by Mr. W. L.[:cott in the spring
of 1883, were identified by Dr. Coues. It igAlso included in the
list of arrivals for 1887 on March 19th. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol.
V.) During the winter of 1896 a flock of redpolls was observed
at East Toronto. I secured nine specimens from what I was
given to understand was the same flock. Mr. Ridgeway identified
them all as Acanthis exilpes. The specimens were Tahen in Feb-
ruary and March, 1897. I have examined a specimen taken by
Mr.Kay at Port Sydney, Muskoka District. (/. H. Fleming.) One
specimen killed out of a large flock of redpolls at Hamilton Beach,
Ont., by Mr. K. C. Mcllwraith on 6th April, 1885. (Mcllwraith.)
Three specimens from York Factory and one from Fort Churchill,

Hudson Bay, collected in July, 1900, are referable to this form.
(E. A. Prebles.) i

A migrant and winter vistitant in Manitoba. Specimens were

taken at Carberry in the early winter from a flock of A. linaria.
~ . . A

(Thompson-Seton.) Quite numerous in flocks of the common red-
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poll at Indian Head, Assa., which were common from April 1st to ; 1899.

20th, 1892. (Spreadborough.) Carlton House, on the South 5 tained
Saskatchewan, November to March. (Blakiston vide Ridgway.) : advanc
North to Lapierre’s House, on the Mackenzie River; common. _L pairs w
(Ross.) Icarefully examined all flocks of redpolls in the winter of A The fir
1897gR inthe Cariboo district, B.C., and only secured one specimen b incuba
that showed any apprgach to exilipes. (Brooks.) This is the prevail- E the mi
ing species of the genus throughout northern Alaska, where it ; cubate
occurs in great numbers, It isindistinguishable from the common | 3 forks'c
redpoll except for the/diffcrences in coloration and is constantly*\ ; covere
associated with them\._{Nelson.) This species is a common bird . found |
throughout the entire territory of Alaska. (Zurner.) This species : portior
is not common at Point Barrow, and only of irregular occurrence. , ; stems

We only obtained one n&t and saw very few birds. (Murdoch.) 3 feather
The hoary redpoll was a common resident throughout the region & T FE
around Kotzebue Sound. Out of 112 skins taken 104 were of this ] eggs. ti
species. (Grinnell.) Sixteen specimens taken at Point Barrow, b of a sm
Alaska, exhibit very little variation. (Witmer Stone.) 1 secured . eggs .o
two young from a flock about fifteen miles above Circle City, : dots ar
Alaska, August13th, 1899 ; and Osgood, one on the 1gth, from a 8 brown
flock at Circle City ; rather common in small flocks at St. Michael b form w
in September. (Bishop.) in shap

BREEDING NoTES.—The hoary redpoll was a common resident 4 With se
/{hroughout the region under consideration. At Cape Blossom E River,
»” during July, 1898, they were mainly in pairs, though small com- returgge

panies of from 4 to 8 were occasidhally seen. They frequented " ¥C3f5 al

the: dwarf willow and alder patches, especially among the hills ne twi
back from the coast. Two nests were found on the 20th of July. 4 snugly |
They were each built in the crotches of low bushes about two ; 1898, »
feet from the ground, and were only one hundred feet apart on a [ B contain
slope sparsely covered with small bushes. The nests were com- _thaf‘ on
posed of dried mildewed grasses externally, with a thick lining of b i, siae
cottony down from thc seed-cases of a kind of grass, and a few (W. Ra
feathers. One of the nests contained four eggs and the other five. '

Both sets were far advanced in incubation and the latter set con-

tained one infertile egg. The female birds were sitting closely Two
when the nests were discovered, and in both cases I nearly E | Spreadt
touched them before they slipped from the nests. They darted : rador, i1
quickly out of sight, making no splicitous demonstrations what- by G. F
ever. Another nest was found neAr Cape Blossom on July 1st, ; June 13
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i

1899. This was in every way similar to the dther two,’and con-
tained four slightly incubated eggs. As the mdénth of May
advanced the flocks of redpolls began to btedk up though the
pairs were prone to stay within call of each other, a sociable trait.
The first nest was found on June 4th and contained five badly
incubated eggs. This indicates that nesting begins soon after
the middle of May. Another nest, containing five slightly in-
cubated eggs, was taken on the sth; the nest was saddled in the
forks'of a leafless willow above water at the margin of an ice-
covered lake. This nest may be described as typical of the ones
found in the Kowak valley. It is a very compact and well pro-
portioned structure of fine dry rootlets, grasses and slender plant
stems lined with soft white willow down and a few ptarmigan
feathers. The diameter of the nest cavity is 170, and the depth
1'25. External'diameter, 400; depth, 2'10. A nest of five fresh
eggs. taken on June 6th, was nine feet above the ground in the top
of a small spruce at the edge of a dense strip of timber. The
eggs of the hoary redpell are pale Nile blue, with spots, lines,
dots and scrawls of vinaceous, lavender, chocolate and so dark’a
brown as to appgar black in some cases. These markings tend to
form wreaths dbout the larger ends of many eggs. The eggs vary
in shape from ovate to short-ovate. (Grinnell.) 1 have six nests
with sets of eggs of this species. They were collected at Peel
River, Mackenzie Delta, by the Rev. I. O. Stringer, who has just
r‘eturqle(l from that far away northern region after spending eight

ears amongst the Eskimos. The nests are beautiful structures of
%ne twigs_and roots felted together with vegetable down and
snugly lifed with down and feathers. One nest, taken July 19th,
1898, w;&s built in a willow only two feet from the ground, and
containéd four eggs. Another nest_was builtin a small shrub1e8s
than one foot from the ground, apd &tained five eggs, averaging
in size ‘68 x '52. The Eskimo name for this bird is “ Pedgwak.”

(W. Raine.) "
MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two taken at Indian Head, Assa., April 17th, 1892, by Mr. W.
Spreadborough. A large series of eggs taken at Nachvak, Lab-
rador, in 1895. One set of five eggs and nest taken at Nachvak
by G. Ford in 1897; also two eggs taken at Fort Chimo, Ungava,
June 13th, 18g6.
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528. Redpoll.
“ J

Acanthis linaria (LLINN.) Bonap. & SCHLEG. 1850.

Abundant and resident in Labrador. Breeds plentifully at Fort
Chimo, where nests and eggs were obtained by Nelson. (Packard.)
One seen on James Bay, Juné 15th; a few observed at Great
Whale River. Common from Richmond Gulf, across the interior
to Ungava Bay ; seen in large flocks at Fort Chimo in September,
1896. (Spreadborough.) Very common everywhere along the
northeastern coast of Labrador; apparently all the redpolls be- riving
longed to this race. (Bigelow.) Very common resident in New- beak
foundland, does not migrate. (Reeks.) Rather common in winter This
in Nova Scotia. (Downs.) Said to be common in winter at Syd- Nortl
ney, Cape Breton Island ; saw a flock December 10th, 1901. (C. E on th
R. Harte.) Common some winters in Kings Co., N.S., in others or cli
they are absent. (/. 7ufts,) Two specimens seen on Sable Island, R Hope
N.S., May 3rd, 1902. ( J immes Bouteillier.) In the spruce trees by the 3 was |
beach, Brackley Point, Prince fEdward Isfand, June 27th 18§8. 3 count
(Macoun.) A winter visitant in Ne@*Brunswick; some winters qu?te This
common. (Chamberiain.) A winter visitg at Scotch Lake,York-Cp., " durin
N.B.; sometimes common,sometimes rare.. ( W.H. Moore.) Seen dur- j disap
ing the winter at Lake Mistassini, northern Quebec. (/. M.Macoun.) Hat,
Taken at Beauport; winter resident in eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) : " April
An abundant winter visitant at Montreal ; observed there in flocks 3 to the
from October 25th to April 2g9th. The latter date is late in the Lake.
spring of the year to find the species at Montreal, although in abunc
1883, I saw large numbers in the month of "May feeding on the : throu
ground in the woods in Hochelaga. (Wintle.) An abundant winter " Chilli
visitor at Ottawa. Summer records are June 6, 1882; June 3, 1888; 4 comm
and May 22, 1890. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) 1 saw a small g is fou
flock of what I teok for hoary redpolls in the month of March at the sc
Lansdowne, Ont., feeding on seeds of the hemlock ; and have "'_ Sitkas
frequently seen flocks of the other varieties in the winter. A few other.
breed on the Magdalen Islands. (Rev. C.J. Young.) An irregular 4 of Al:
winter visitor at Guelph, Ont. (4. B. Klugh.) An abundant winter & it is a
visitor in the Parry Sound and Muskoka districts, often remaining obsen
to the beginning of May. (/. H. Fleming.) In the early spring seen f
~ of 1881 these birds appeared near London, Ont,_in considerable 3 in Au,
nymbers but have not been seen since that time."(W.E. Saunders.) Sounc
Abundant winter visitant at Penetanguishene early in October. E were t
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(A. F. Young.) Eight specimens, inph/(ling one in juvenal plumage,
were collected at York Factory, Hudson Bay, July 12th to 16th,
1900, where the birds were abundant, and a very bright male was
Fort taken at Fort Churchill, July 23rd. (£. 4. Prebl:s.)

bard.) An abundant fall and winter visitor in Manitoba; feeding
Great 3 on the seeds of various plants. (Zhompson-Seton.) A few
terior specimens were seen on the Clearwater River below Methye
mber, 3 Portage; common on the portage. (/. M. Macn.) A common
7 the . and regular winter visitor near Prince Albert, Sask. ar-

Is be- A riving in small flocks nearly. at the same time as the pine gros-
New- beak and remaining sometimes late in the spring. (Coube ux.)
vinter E This neat and hardy bird,israne of the permanent residents in the
: Syd- “" Northwest Territories where it may be seen in the coldest weather

(C 4 on the banks of lakes and rivers, hopping among reeds and carices
rthers 4 or clinging heir stalks. (Richardson.) North to Fort Good
sland, E Hope off the Mdckenzie River ; abundant. (Ress.)  This species

y the was just as abpandant as the Greenland redpoll in the wooded
1888. : country, and e procured as many nests as of it. (Macfarlane.)
quite 5 This specied was seen in lafge flocks at Indian Head, Assa.,
k-Cp., '4 during the first three weeks of April, 1892, after which they all

ndur- 2 disappeared. April 7th, p8gq, saw'a flock of sixteen at Medicine
coun.) - Hat, Assa. Two specimens were seen at Edmonton, Alta., on

onne.) 4 April 19th, 1897 ; commbn in flocks around Revelstoke, B.C., up
flocks ?; to the last of April, 1890; seen at the lower end of Lower Arrow
n the b Lake, Columbia River, June 18th, 18g0. (Spreadborough.) An
gh in abundant summer resident in British Columbia. (Zord.) Common

n the & throughout the province. (Fannin.) Irregular winter visitant at
vinter - Chilliwack; common winter resident at Lake Okan3gon, B.C. also
1888; common in the Cariboo district in winter. (Brooks.) This species/

small is found in Alaska in_smaller numbers than the ;)rec<-(ling;,.-?1
rch at the southeastern coast of the territorynincluding Kadiak an®the

have Sitkan rcgiWrcsent bird is f¢ unjl to the exclusion of the
A few 4 other. (Nelson.) \This specicsﬁs(\a\ cpmmon resident of all parts
egular 1 of Alaska, exccptixjg the Aleuttandsfands. In the latter district
winter A it is a summer visitor only, though breeding there I have never
aining observed it west of Unalaska Island. (Zurner.) Large flocks were
spring seen frequently both at Hope and Tyonek, Cook’s Inlet, Alaska,

erable 1 in August, 1900. (Osgood.) Of the 112 skins taken at Kotzebue
nders.) Sound only seven were referable to this species. Although few
:tober. 3 were taken they evidently breed in the country as specimens were
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taken from March to October. (Grimnmell) We saw several,
usually in pairs and very shy, af Bennett, B.C., June 17th, 1899,
and near Charlie Village a fine male. (Bishkop.)

BREEDING NOTES.;During the last week of May and early in
June, 1899, Mr. A. P. Low found this bird breeding abundantly at
the mouth of the Gfeat Whale River, Hudson Bay, and I secured
close upon 150 (?g's of this species that were then collected. The
nests were builtdow down in stunted willows;~not more than two
or three feet from the ground and contained five or six eggs
each. I have also several sets that were taken at Cartwright,
Labrador, by the late Lambert Dicks during June, 1895. On
June 20th, 1890, Mr. Stringer found several nests at the-delta of
the Mackenzie River, 100 miles from its mouth. Here the nests
were built in willows two or three feet from the ground and con-
tained four and five eggs each. 1 have three nests collected by
Mr. Stringer, and they are beautifully and compactly built, exter4
nally of fine roots and grass, inside felted with down and
feathers. (W. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.,

Eleven; one taken at Ottawa, Oft., in April, 1890, by Mr. F. A.
Saunders; four at Indian Head, Assa, in April, 1892, two at
Medicine Hat, Assa., in April, 1894, three at Revelstoke, B.C,, in
April, 1890, one at Edmonton, Alta., April 19th, 1898, all by
Mr. W. Spreadborough. One set of 4 eggs taken at Great
Whale River, Hudson Bay, May, 1899, by Mr. A. P. Low.

528a. Holbeell’s Redpoll.

Acanthis linaria holbellii (BREum) Dusors. 1871.

This species was caught in a thick fog in Grinnell Bay, Sept.
3rd, 1877. (Kumliey.) Rather common in winter at Fort Chimo,
Labrador; none to be seen from May 15th to September 1st of
each year. (Packard.) This species is not uncommon in eastern
Quebec mixed up in the flocks of 4. linaxa. (Dionne.)/ One
specimen taken at Moose Factory, James Bay, is in the National
Museum at Washington. (Z£. A. Prebles.)

A specimen taken by Mr. Kay at Port Sydney, Muskoka dis-
trict,-on April 14th, 1890, was identified at Washington as this
subspecies; various specimens have been taken at Toronto and
identified as this subspecies. (/. H. Fleming) Three specimens,
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ral, one male, taken March 3rd, and a male and female taken March
99, 15th, 1888, at Lorne Park, near Toronto, Ont., were d,gtermincd

to be this form by Mr. Ridgway. (Zhompson-Setonin Irans. Can.
Inst., 111., 1892, p. 64.) One specimen of this race was taken on

at . the Kowak River, April 10th, 1899. (Grinnell) Breeding on

red ¥ Herschell Island and other Arctic islands. (Ridgway.)

he . 52856 Greater Redpoll.

:‘g(; Acanthis linaria rostrata (Cougs) STEJN. 1884.

"ht, Said to breed generally’throughout Greenland, suitable local-

On ities being of course understood, but is migratory there. (Aret.
Man.) Occasionally met with in New Brunswick. (Chamberiain.)

sts Among a number of redpolls from Parry Sound district examined

on- ' by Mr. Ridgway were specimens intermediate between this

by species and A. Zinaria. 1 have, however, seen typical specimens

lerd ‘ from Muskoka; occurs in Toronto regularly in flocks of 4./inaria.

ind : (/. H. Fleming.) Among a number of redpolls sent to Washing-

ton for determination by Mr. Ridgway . is a young male taken at
Toronto by Mr. Cross on February 1oth, 18go, and am adult
female taken at Lorne Park, November gth, 1899, which were pro-
nounced the greater redpoll. (Zhompson-Seton in Trans. Can. Inst.,
I11., 1892, p. 64.)

BBEEDING NoTEs.—A few pairs breed in northern Labrador,
though its summer home is in Greenland. I have three sets of
eggs of this bird that were collected by Mr. Ford at Ungava Bay,
northern Labrador, June 15th, 1894. The nests were built in
willows two or three feet from the ground and contained five eggs
each which are easify distinguished from the common redpoll by
; their larger size. This bird is more abundant in south Greenland.
:pt. ‘ (W. Raine.)

mo,

, In

‘eat

of Goldfinch.

ern Carduelis elegans STEPHENS. 1826. .
Jne ‘ A male European goldfinch was collected May 21st, 1887, by
mal Daniel S. Cox, about a mile north of Toronto city limits—one out

j of four—while resting on the top of a beech tree. The remaining,
dis- : three flew off in a northerly direction. The birds were evidently
this in a natural condition and)migrants from the south, doubtless
and from the New York colony. (William Brodie in The Auk, Vol. ©

ans, V., p. 211
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CXCI. ASTRAGALINUS Casanis.

520. American Goldfinch,
Astragalinus tristis (LLINN.) CaB. 1851,

Kumlien caught an adult male on shipboard off Cape Mugford,
Labrador (?), August 22nd, 1877; occurs in southern portions of
Labrador. Nelson writes that a bird called a “ goldfinch” was
described accurately and asserted to occur occasionally at Fort
Chimo, but he did not succeed in finding it. (Packard.) A com-
mon summer migrant in Newfoundland. (Reeks.) Heard but not
seen along the Humber River, Newfoundland, 1899. (Lowis H.
Porter.) Common ; a few remain all winter in Nova Scotia.
(Downs.) A few seen at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape Breton
Island, July, 1898; one pair seen on Winsloe Road, Prince Edward
Island, July 21st, 1888. (Macoun.) A few seen almost daily when
on Prince Edward Island. (Dwight.) Mr. Bayley says it is com-
mon at Sydney, Cape Breton Island, breeding late in June, first
seen May 24th, 1891. (C. R. Harte.) Fairly common throughout
the year at Wolfville, Kings Co.,N.S. (H. Tufts) An abundant
summer resident in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) Irregularin
arriving in spring at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B.; coming from
February 16th to May 28th; departing from October to December.
Its nests are placed in deciduous bushes and trees, the eggs num-

1851.

\ber from 3-5. I have seen a nest so compactly built that during

a heavy shower in July it nearly filled with water and the birds
deserted it. (W. H. Moore.) Restigouche valley, N.B.; always
near settlements. (Brittain & Cox.) Common at Gaspé, Quebec,
but nowhere else on the Gulf ofySt. Lawrence. (Brewster.) Taken
at Beauport; a summer resident in eastern Quebec. (Dionne.)
An abundant summer resident at Montreal ; breeds in Mount
Royal Park, nests found containing fresh eggs from July 22nd to
August 8th ; observed at Montreal from April 7th to November
18th ; have been seen as late as December 11th, 18g0. (Wintle.)

Abundant summer resident at Qgtawa, Ont. It occasionally
winters here in large flocks as it did in 1888-9. (Ottawa Naturalist,
Vol. V.) A very common summer resident in Ontario. I have
seen flocks of this bird in January at Calabogie Lake, Renfrew
Co. and occasionally at Lansdowne on the St. Lawrence. It isa
very late breeder, seldom nesting until the middle of June; I have
seen fresh eggs in August. (Rev. C.J. Young.) An abundant
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summer resident in both the Parry Sound and Muskoka districts.
(/. H. Fleming.) Common around the buildings at Cache Lake,
Algonquin Park, Ont., June, 1900. (Spreadborough.) Common
everywhere, and is to be found every winter in varying numbers
in the cedar swamps about London, Ont. In the spring, erratic
flocks are seen gow here, now there; but they begin to seek their
summer quarters, to sing and to be regularly observed about April
28th, on an average of fourteen years. (W. E. Saunders.) A com-
mon resident ; most abundant in summer around Guelph, Ont.
(A.B. Klugh.) An abundant summer resident at Penetanguishene,
Ont. ; breeds. (A4. F. Youug.)

“This familiar bird was noted only at Pembina on the borders of

.Manitoba. (Coues.) A common summer resident in Manitoba.

I have not noted this bird in Manitoba before the end of May.
In this country it finds neither thistles nor orchards, so it feeds
largely on the seed of Rudbeckia hirta and Gaillardia aristata, and
nests in the low poplars and oaks on the edges of the heavier
timber. (Zhompson-Seton.) Quite common in the vicinity of
Brandon, Man., 1896. (Macoun.) First seen at Indian Head,
Assa,, June 1st, 1892, but were quite common by the 10th; they
breed there ; one individual was seen at Crane Lake, Assa., June
11th, 1894, and on the25th of the same month two pairs were seen
in the east end of the Cypress Hills, Assa.; eight of these birds
were seen at 12-Mile LLake and afterwards at Wood Mountain,
Assa., as late as June 17th, 1895; seen next, June 27th, in Fare-
well Creek valley, in the Cypress Hills, and on the 3oth along
Sucker Creek, Assa.; common in the valley of Milk River,

ecially at Castellated Rocks, also on St. Mary’s River and
Leels Creek, Alta., and near Chief Mountain at the base of the
Rocky Mountains. (Spreadborough.) This very gay goldfinch is
one of the tardiest summer visitors in the Northwest Territories,
and it retires southwards in September after a stay of a little over
three months, (Rickardson.) A tolerably .common summer
resident near Prince Albert, Sask., breeding ' throughout the
region. (Coubeaux.)

BREEDING NoTES.—A common breeding summer resident at
Ottawa, Ont. Its nest is often built in a white cedar, and is com-
posed of downy and other soft vegetable matter; a very neat
and compact affair, lined 'with horse hair, fine grass and down.

o

]
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Eggs four, of a faint bluish-white colour. (G. R. White.) This
species nests at Ottawa and near Lake Nominigue, 100 miles north
of it. The nestis composed of vegetable fibres, fine grass and strips
of bark, lined mostly with thistle-down and sometimes with hairs.
Nests in July and August and lays five or six eggs. (Garneau.)
Not very common at Toronto, Ont., and is a late breeder, seldom
having eggs before July 12th. (W. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Ten; one taken at Ottawa, December, 1888, by Mr. G. R.
White; three at Ottawa in October, 1890, by Mr. F. A.Saunders;
one at Toronto by Mr. S. Herring ; two at Bracebridge, Ont., in
December, 1891, one at Indian Head, Assa., June, 1892, and two
at 12-Mile Lake, Assa., June, 1895, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

Two sets of eggs. One of four eggs taken at Wakefield, Que.,
on August 15th, 1897, by Mr. F. K. Whiteaves; one of five eggs
taken at Toronto, Ont., on July 3oth, 1889, by Mr. W. Raine.

529a¢. Pale Goldfinch.

Astragalinus tristis pallidus MEARNS. 1890.

Rocky Mountain plateau district of the United States north to
eastern British Columbia, western Manitoba, &c. (Ridgway.)

5200. Willow Goldfinch.

Astragalinus tristis salicamans (GRINNELL) Ripgw. 18g9.

Of irregular occurrence during early winter at Okanagan, B.C.
(Brooks.) Chiefly confined to the mainland on both slopes of the
Coast Range and in the Rocky Mountain district. (Fannin.)
Abundant on both slopes of the Coast Range. (Lord.) Only
once specimen taken at Cascade, on the International Boundary,
B.C., in the summer of 1902.  (Spreadborough.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS. \

One taken at Cascade, B.C,, June, 1902, by Mr. Spreadborough.

CXCII. SPINUS KocH. 1816.
533. Pine Siskin.
Spinus pinus (WiLs.) STEJN. 1884.
Recorded as common in Labrador by Audubon. (Pachard.)
« Rather rare along the northeastern coast of Labrador in ¢fmpany
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with redpolls. (Witmore Stone.) A summer migrant in Newfound-
land. (Reeks.) Large flocks seen commonly along the Humber
River, Newfoundland, 1899. (Lowis H. Porter.) Rather common
in Nova Scotia; a summer resident. (Downs.) Three seen on
Sable Island, N.S., June 3rd, one on July 24th and a number
on October 4th, 1902. (James DBouteillier) A few observed
at Baddeck, Cape Breton Island. (F. H. Allen.) Small flocks
were seen at Shulee, Cumberland Co., N.S. and at Hebert River
in December ; none were seen at Parrsboro. When I returned to
Hebert River in March I found it by far the most abundant
bird. (Morrell) l.arge flocks seen at North Sydney, Cape Bre-
ton Island, in November, 1901, and on June 8th, 1902 ; probably
breeds. (C. R. Harte.) Breeds near Wolfville, Kings Co.,N. S,
regularly in May and June and usually is common till September ;
at other times of the year it is very irregular. (A, Zwfts.) It
surprised me to meet this species but once on Prince Edward Is-
land,—a male at Souris. (Dwight) A common Species in New
Brunswick; breeds very early. (Chamberiain.) A very irregular
winter visitor; I think that some years i§ breeds at Scotch Lake,
York Co., N.B. (W. H.Moore.) Quite common in the Restigouche
valley, N.B,, in summer. (Brittain & Cox.) One of the most
abundant birds on the Magdalen Islands until July, 1887. (Biskep.)
Abundant at Gaspé and apparently nesting in the spruces and
balsams in the village street, July 14th; later, July 24th, it was
found in flocks at Ellis Bay, Anticosti. (Brewster.) Taken at Beau-
port; a common summer resident in eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) A
common winter visitant at Montreal; I observed a large flock of
these birds, October, 18th, 1885 on Isle Jesus, feeding on willows.
(Wintle.)

A common winter resident at Ottawa, Ont.; though some-
what irregular in its visits like most of our winter birds.
Summer records are as follows : May 10,1882; May 15, and August
15, 1884; May 2, 1888, and May 16, 1890. (Otawa Naturalist, Vol.
V.) I have often met with immense flocks in the Parry Sound
and Muskoka districts. They keep together till May when they
either disperse or disappear. In the winter the flocks are joined
by redpolls and goldfinches. (/. H. Fleming.) A winter visitor at
Guelph, Ont. (4. B. Klugh.) Winter resident at Penetanguishene,
Ont. (A. F. Young.) An irregular migrant in Manitoba; often
seen in flocks of hundreds. (Zhompson-Seton.) Two specimens
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seen at Grand Rapids on the Saskatchewan. (Nuw#ting.) Common
on Methye Portage, Sask. (/. M. Macoun.) On June 2nd, 1892,
this species was common on the shore of Deep Lake near Indian
Head, Assa., where they were feeding on some small insects near
the water, two were shot and their stomachs were full of the
insects; a few observed at Medicine Hat, Assa., in April, 1894 ;
in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains, north to Edmonton,
Alta. 1897 ; and thence to Peace River Landing, Atha., in 1903;
common in flocks in June, 1891 at Banff, Rocky Mountains ;
observed at Trail, Sophie Mountain and Old Glory Mountain near
the International Boundary, 1902, and at Penticton, B.C., 1903 ;
flocks observed at Agassiz, B.C., May 14th, 1889 ; seen flying
in large flocks at Huntington and Chilliwack, B.C., feeding on the
seeds of the western birch; two seen May ogth, 1893 at Victoria,
Vancouver Island; common in flocks at Goldstream, Qualicum
and Comox in June. (Spreadborough.) An abundant summer
resident on both slopes of the Coast Range. (Lord.) Extremely
abundant; arriving and departing in enormous flocks. (Streator.)
Throughout the province ; an abundant resident; appearing in
great flocks during fall and winter at Victoria. (Fanmn.) Com-
mon resident at Chilliwack, B.C.; an abundant winter resident at
Lake Okanagan, B.C. ABrooks.) A very abundant resident in all
localities, B.C. (R#oads.)

Heard occasionally on Queen Charlotte Islands, B.C.; three
specimens were secured from a large flock at Tyonek, Cook’s
Inlet, Alaska, in September ; no others were seen. (Osgood.)
This bird was noted on the Yukon River at Windy Island,
Lake Tagish (about Lat. 60°, B.C.), Lower Lebarge, Selwyn
River, Sixty-mile Creek, Dawson, and Forty-mile Creek, Yukon
District ; also at Circle City, Tatondu River and Charlie Creek
in Alaska. (Bishop.) Two examplesin yellowish juvenal plumage
were taken at Homer, Alaska, on September 8th, 1901. Very
common during early summer on Kenai Peninsula, Alaska, where
many large flocks were seen migrating to the northward during
July. A few more seen during Auglst and September, and I am
inclined to believe that it breeds very rarely there. (Chapman.)

BREEDING NoTES.—On the 16th of March, while at Christie’s
camp, I saw a bird gathering material, and by watching her soon
located the nest. The female alone carried material, the male
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accompanying her to and from the nest, singing constantly. A
very short stop was made at the nest. Evidently some material
was accumulated before it was arranged. A day or two after

finding the nest I went to Shulee early in the morning, going to
Two Rivers, and thence through the woods to the camp. At this
date the ground was mostly covered with snow in the woods,
though it was rapidly melting. I found the nest completed. The
bird refused to leave the nest until I was nearly within reach; she
remained near, several times returning to the eggs for a moment.
The nest was placed well out towards the end of a limb of a
spruce tree 27 feet above the ground. It was saddled on the
limb and radiating twigs but not attached to them. Considering
the size of the bird it is quite large, rather flat and bears
no resemblance to nests of Spinus tristis, measuring as follows:
height, 1'63 inches; depth, ‘75 inches; outside top diameter,
4 inches; inside top diameter, 2 inches. It is constructed
mainly of dark pendulous tree-moss, with some fulvous bark
from weed-stalks, plant-down, Usnea and other mosses. About
the bottom of the nest is woven a few spruce t;vigs. Thcﬁ
lining is entirely the pendulous moss. It contained four eggs but
slightly incubated. These have a pale blue ground-colour,
slightly darker than eggs of Spinus tristis, somewhat sparingly
marked about the larger end with pale purplish and a féw dots of
brownish black. (Morrell) Common in winter in Ontario. This
bird, of all wild birds, breeds the most readily in confinement. 1
have seen eggs that were laid by birds belonging to Dr. C. K.
Clarke, of Rockwood, Ont., which had only been captured the
previous winter, so had not been in a cage for more than a few
months. (Rev. C./J. Youny.) 1 have several nests with sets of
eggs that were taken at Hamilton Inlet, Labrador, during the
summers of 1895 to 1898. One nest before me is a pretty speci-
men of bird architecture, and made externally of fine twigs and
roots held together by moss with the inside lined with feathers.
It was found June 17th, 1898, in a spruce tree 10 feet from the
ground and contained five greenish white eggs spotted with
brown. (W.Raine.) 1 have taken seven nests around Ottawa,
Ont., in cedar trees (7huya occidentalis) at heights of six, eight,
ten and twelve feet. The nest is built of small twigs and a little
vegetable down, lined with hair-like roots or hairs. Size of nest
3'50 x 2, and 2 x 1. It nests in April and May, and lays three or

-
]
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four pale blue eggs, dotted at the larger end with brown.
(Garneau.)
MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Eleven ; two taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun ;

two at London, Ont.,by Mr. W. E. Saunders; two at Bracebridge,

Ont., in February, 1892, one at Medicine Hat, Assa., May, 1894,
one at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., in May, 1889, one at Cascade, B.C.,
June, 1902, and two at Penticton, B.C., 1903, all by Mr. W.
Spreadborough.

Two sets of eggs taken at Wolfville, Kings Co., N.S.; one of
four c;ggs'(aken June 4th, 1894, and another of three eggs taken
August 4th, 1894, both hy H. Tufts.

CXIll. PASSE ';INA ViEILLIOT. 1816.
534. Snowflake. " /

Passerina.nivalis (LINN Y3 VIEILL. -1820.

Breeds generdlly throughout Greenland/and said to be the
commonest land bird en the east coast; breeds also on Melville
Peninsula, and is Very numerous on the Parry Islands; seen by
Kane at Renssalaer Harbourin Juney 1854. (Arct. Man.) Abun-

N

" dant at Fort Chimo, Labrador. Breeds on the islapds in Ungava*

Bay and occasionally on the mainland. Resident in the southern
portion of Labrador. (Packard) Not observed in crossing Lab-
rador from RichmondyGulf to Ungava Bay; observed on Hudson
Strait going south September 20th, 1896. (Spreadborough.)y Seéveral

nests takén in August, 1902, in Tuctoo valley near the Peary °

treadquarters, West Greenland. All the nests except one con-
tained five eggs, the ®xception seven. A number of specimens
taken at Disco, Greenland, in July, 1892, by the Relief expedition.
The snow bunting appeared at Port Manyers, northeastern Lab-
rador, about the 1oth of~August after which they became abun-
dant. (Witmer Stone.) Common from April 1st to Oct. 21st at
Prince of Wales Sound, Hudson Strait; breeding in large ynum-
bers. (Payne.) BEprt Churchill, Hudson Bay. (”'rz'gMakcn
at York Factory, Hudson Bay. (Dr. R Bell) Very common in
its summer migrations in Newfoundland. (Reeks.) Not so com-
mon in winter as formerly in Nova Scotia. (Dewns.) First seen
at Parrsboro, Cumberland Co., N.S., January 19th, 1897; not very
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common, but from three to twelve birds in a flock. (Morrell.)
Three seen on Sable Island, N.S., April 21st ; one in July and a

number in October, 1902. ( James Bouteillier.)
L Y

An abundant winter resident in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain.)
A common winter visitor at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B.
(W. H. Moore.) Leave Lake Mistissini, Que., for the north about
May 1oth. (/. M. Macoun.) A common winter resident in
eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) Abundant winter visitant at Mont-
real, arrives about the middle of October in large flocks. I have
observed them at Montreal from October 1g9th to April 26th.
(Wintle.) A common winter visitor at Ottawa, Ont. (Offtawa
Naturalist, Vol. V.) Commonly seen in large flocks durirg winter.
I saw immense numbcrs\ at the head of Wolfe Island, near Kings-
ton, Ont.,in October, 1900, just before cold weather setin. Flocks
remained until March, 1991. This bird, though nesting com-
monly in high latitudes sometimes rears its young on lofty moun-
tains. A friend of mine found the nest on the Grampian Moun-
tains in Invernesshire, Scotland. (Rev. C. /. Young.) Abundant
in the winter in the Parry Soynd and Muskoka districts ; the last
leave for the north soon after the 1st of May, and some are back
by the 1st, of October. (J. H. Fleming.) A- winter visitor at
Guelph, Ont. (A. B. Klugh.) An abundant winter resident at
Penetanguishene, Ont. (4. F. Young.)

Very abundant in early spring; fall and winter resident in
Manitoba. (Zhompson-Seton.) Ve#y abundant in the spring and
fall migrations at Indian Head, Assa.; a few at Egg Lake, near
Peace River Lat. 56° August 3oth, and at Lesser Slave Lake,
September 5th, 1903 ; on McLeagl River northwest of Edmonton,
Alta., saw three on October 2nd, 1898, and hundreds of them on
the*shore of Lake Ste. Anne, October 12th; very common at Banff
in winter and doubtless eastward to Manitoba; seen at Revelstoke,
B.C., April gth, 1890, disappeared on the 11th. (Spreadborough.)
This neat and elegant bird breeds in the northernmost ofsthe Am-
erican islands,and on all the shorgs of the continent, frém Chester-
field Inlet toBehring Strait. The most southerly breeding place
recorded is Southampton Island in Lat.62°, where Captain Lyons
found a nest placed in the bosom of the corpse of an Eskimo
child. (Richardson.) North to Fort Good Hope on the Mackenzie;
abundant. (Ress.) On the 8th July, 1864, a nest of this species
32
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was discovered in a small hole in a sand bank at leastwo
from the entrapeealong the shores of Franklin Bay. The par
was snared on the nest. (Macfarlane.) The snowflake
very abundant every winter, near Prince Albert, Sask, I
arrives as soon as the cold and the snow appear, usually
about the middle of October, and remains as long as the weather
is cold and bad. (Cowbeaux.) Observed at Sumas, British Colum-
bia. (Lord.) Abundant resident ; more common east of Coast

Range. (Fanmin.) Rare migrant at Chilliwaek ; common in the
winter anagan Lake and in the Cariboo Dist}ict,B.C. (Brooks.)

This—species is a summer resident in all northern Alaska and
extends its summer wanderings to the northern islands off the
coast of the Arctic Sea. (MNelson.) This bird may be seen atZt.
Michael, or its vicinity, at any season of the year, except the
coldest weather in midwinter. (Zwurner.) This species and the
Lapland longspur are the commonest passerine birds, and in fact
the only ones which could be said to be common at Point
Barrow. (Murdock.) Choris Peninsula and Cape Lowenstern,
Alaska. A rather rare species around Kotzebue Sound, but
two pairs were seen that had young. (Grinnell) A series of 43 1
specimens, all from Point Barrow, Alaska, corresponds excellently &
with a series of Greenland birds obtained by the Peary expedi-
tion. (Witmer Stone.) One specimen was shot at White Pass B
summit on June 12th. At St. Michael I saw two in September, :
and numbers on St. George Island, Behring Sea. (Bishop.) j

BreEeDING NoTes.—I have a set of four eggs that were taken
by F.F. Payne at Cape Prince of Wales, Hudson Strait, June 20th,
1886. On June 25th, 190F, a,snow bunting built its nest in a hole
under the eave of Mr. Stringer’s Ifouse on Herschell Island in the 3
Arctic Ocean, west of the mouth of Mackenzié Bay; on June
18th he found another nest and eggs on the ground in a hollow
at the side of a hummock. (W. Raine.) ‘

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Sixteen ; seven taken at Ottawa, Ont., by Mr, S. Hcr‘ing; four
others taken at Ottawa by Mr. F. A. Saunders; one at Hamilton, ]
Ont., by Mr. T. Mcllwraith ; five at Indian Head, Assa., in April, .
1892, by Mr. Spreadborough; one in May, 1884, in the Fraserval- 3
ley, B.C., by Mr. J. Fannin. : E
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A large series of eggs from Nachvak, Labrador, taken by Mr.
R. Gray in 1897. One set of seven eggs taken at Repulse Bay, |
Hudson Bay, by Captain A. Murray.

534a. Pribilof Snowflake. 1' \
Sasserina nivdlis townsendi (RipGw.) Ripw. 1898.
This species was described from spcémvns taken by myself at
St. Michael, and by Mr. McKay at Nushagak, Bristol Bay. At
both localities the bird appeared only as a migrant. (Nelson.)
Aleutian Islands, including Prybilof Islands, and Shumagin
Islands. (Ridgway.)

7535. McKay’s Snowflake.

) Passerina hyperborea (Ripgw.) Ripgw. 1898.

Western Alaska, breeding on Hall Island, (and probably St.
Matthew Island) Behring Sea. (A. O. U. Check-List.) Two
specimens of this rare bird were recently sent to me from Bethel,
9o miles up the Kuskokwin River, in the western part of Alaska.

_ This is probably the farthest inland at which the bird has yet
o been found. (Witmer Stone in The Auk, Vol. XV., 269, 1898.)
Hall Island, Behring Sea, Aug. 4th, 1891. They were in large
numbers on the beach and appeared to be breeding-in the cliffs.

(J. M. Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.,

Three; taken on Hall Island, Behring Sea, by Mr. James M,
Macoun, Aug. 4th, 1891.

CXCIV. CzLCARIUS BECHSTEIN. 1803.
536. Lapland Longspur. =
Calcarius lapponicus (LINN.) STEJN. 1882.

Breeds generally throughout Greenland as well as on the
Melville Peninsula and other lands to the westward of Davis
Strait. (Arct. Man.) Abundant at Fort Chimo, Labrador.
Breeds near the mouth of the Koksoak River and ‘on the larger
islands. (Packard.)) One observed on a small island in James

Bay, June 15th, 1896 ; not seen again until September; then I
saw them in large numbers on the barren ground below Fort
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Chimo. (Spreadborough.) Taken at Disco, Greenland, where
they were breeding 1891. Commop in northeastern Labrador
after August 3rd. Breed about Nachvak and northwest to
Hudson Strait. South of Nachvak they occur only as migrants.
(Witmer Stone.) Rather common 10 miles north of Forg/Churchill,
on the shores of Button Bdy, where an immature bird jwas taken
July 31st, 1900. Abundant on the * barren grounds ” south of Cape
Eskimo, August 4th. (Edward A. Prebles.) Not uncommon in
Newfoundlang. (Reeks.) Some specimens shot at Cole Harbor,
Nova Scotia. (Downs.) Occurs in winter at Grand Manan, New
Brunswick. (Chamberiain.) Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay. (Clarke.)
Only one specimeg taken at Prince of Wales Sound, Hudson
Strait, on May 14th, 1885; none others were seen. (Payne.)
Taken at Beauport; a winter resident in eastern Quebec.
(Dionne.) ,;A rare winter visitant at Montreal. This species is
occasionaﬂy found mixing with the snowflake. (Wintle.)

This species was first recorded at Ottawa, Ont., in the spring of
1890, when in company with horned larks and snowflakes. It
remained in the flocks till May 2s5th. - It was present again in
the fall from Oct. 3rd to Nov. 18th. (Ottewa Naturalist, Vol.
V.) The only record I am aware of is that of a flock reported
by Mr. Wm. Melville at Gravenhurst, Ont., on Apfihz7th, 1890.
(J. H. Fleming) In April, 1897, I met with a snfall flack of
these birds at Toronto and took two or three males in grand
plumage; in winter they more commonly appear in “company
with the snowflakes. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) Sometimes quite
common in the spring migrations along Laké St. Clair, but very
rare near London; only three or four specimens all told have
been observed. (W. E. Saunders.)

One specimen shot on Mouse River (Souris), Dak., October 1st,
1873. The first of the southern migration. (Coues.) Very abun-
dant spring and fall migrant wherever there is prairie or cleared
country. They come in countless' numbers about the middle of
May and remain to the end of the month. After this time they
go northwest to~hreed and return again about the last week in
September. They remain about two weeks in the stubble fiélds
and then pass southward. (Zhompson-Seton.) Very abundant at

“Indian Head, Assa., in\thc spring and fall migrations; last of
them seen at the end of May, 1892; on April 25th, 1894, a small
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{(ﬁn(k was seen at Crane Lake, Assa.; abundant as a migrant at
\‘Xhlmuntnn. Alta., from April 28th to May sth, 1897. - (Spread-
b

arough.) In the year 1827 it appeared on the plains of the Sas-
katchewan af Carlton House about the middle of May and
remained for about teh days. They came to Cumberland House
about the same time and remained in the furrows of a newly
ploughed field. In‘the preceding year they were seen, though in
smaller flocks, at Fort Franklin, Lat. 6534°, in the beginning of
May; the crops of those killed were filled with the seeds of
Arrtosmp/:)//os\a/pz'mz, (Rickardson.) North to Fort Simpson on
the Mackenzie\River. (Ross.) Numegdus every spring and fall
ik company with the horned lark at Pfince Albert, Sask. (Cou-
“bedux.) Altogether about eighty nests of this species were col-
lected in the “ barren grounds ” and*on the shores of Franklin
Bay. (Macfariane.) ’

BRrReeEDING NoTES.—I have a dozen nests with sets of eggs thit
were collected at Herschell Island by ‘Mr. Stringer and Mr.
Young. The nests are made of dried grass, well lined with
feathers and are alway$'built on the ground, in the shelter of a tuft
of grass or sod, ‘and contain five or six eggs each. The eggs are
laid in the middle of Jyne and the female is a close sitter, most of

the nests being fouy/by flushing the bird off the nest. (W.Raine.)
) MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-one ; two taken at Ottawa by F. A. Saunders; one at
Toronto by Mr. S. Herring; one purchased with the Holman col-
lection in 1885; one taken,at Cape Prince of Wales, Hudson Strait,
by Mr. W. A. Paine ; thirteen taken at Indian Head, Assa., part
(chiefly young) in September, 1891 and the others in April, 1892,
two at Edmonton, Alta., in May, 1897, all by Mr. W. Spread-
borough.

Four sets of eggs ranging from 2-5 eggs each ; one of five taken
at Repulse Bay, HudsonBay, in*1896 by Capt. A. Murray ; three
at Nachvack by R.’Guy in 1897.

536a. Alaskan Longspur.
Calcarius lapponicus alascensis RipGw. 1898. ,
The whole of Alaska, including Prybilof and Aleutian islands)

Unalaska and the Shumagins, east to Fort Simpson. (Ridgwayl
Throughout the province; nowhere common. Burrard Inlet, Vic-
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.

toria and Port Simpson, (Fannin.) Common in the fall ; rare in o
the spring at Chilliwack B.C. (Brooks.) -Like the snowflake this 5 ts
species has a circumpolar distribution and is recorded from nearly The
every point visited by explorers along the shores of the Arctic sea
coast. (Nelson.) Thisspecies arrives at St. Michael from the sth to
the 15th May. A few arrive at first, and before a month elapses itis
the most abundant land bird seen in the locality. (Zurner.) Quite
common at Point Barrow, but breeding inland on drier places than
the snowflake which prefers the sea shore and the lagoons. (Mur- to
doch.) 1saw a small flock at the Aphoon mouth of the Yukon stay
on the 27th August, 1899; later they were seen at St. Michael and Ala
onUnalaska Island. - (Bishop.)

app
wer
wer
con
ing

way
BREEDING NoTES.—My acquaintance with the birds at this mot
point was limited to the few hours ashore during this evening and stea
the next. But the Alaskan longspur was, with the single Bxccption ‘ Ko
of the snowy owl, the only land bird observed. The low-lying ‘ this
moss-covered tundras with not even a dwarfed bush or any exten- g ing
sive patch of grass to offer attraction to any other land bird, Ist
seemed to constitute a congenial abode for this species, and” the ‘ m t
longspurs were fairly common. They seemed toshow preference : siste
for the driest tracts lying just back of the beach and’on the higher : gan
ground separating the numerous lagoons“and lakes. In my tramp : with
across these tundras I would frequently meet with a male long- and
spur standing motionless on some conspicuous hummock. If I grot
approached too close he would attempt to get out of my way by : two
stealthily running to one side, but if pressed he would take flight 3 i
and mount upwards circling high overhead and uttering his pleas- i Ove
ing song. I sometimes heard them singing from their pérches i anol
on the ground, but they were most generally heard whilé circling SHR
with apparent aimlessness far above, the yellow reflection of the k WA
midnight sun bringing out their forms agynst the indigq sky. To ;
my ear the song ofthe Alaskan longspur fesembles closely that : d
of the western meadowlark, except that it is much weaker and i Sea,
more prolonged. A nest was found at this point containing two ; fibre
newly-hatched young and three eggs. It was sunk into/a hum- mixe
Pmock of spahgnum and completely concealed from abdve by a
tussock of grass, part of which was artfully arched over it. The
““nest proper consisted of a remarkably scant lining of long, fine , ,
grasses. At Cape Lowenstern, on July 1st, I noted a\few long- ; R:
spurs, and at Cape Blossom, over the rolling hills just back of the : ) July
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coast, this bird was common. Its song was heard for a few days
after our arrival, June gth, but ceased altogether after the 16th.
The first juveniles, full-grown, were seen on July 3oth. In 1899,
apparently a much earlier season, many nearly-fledged young
were noted on July 1st. From August 1st to 12th, 1898, juveniles
were plentiful in the vicinity of the mission. They were in small
companies or scattered singly in the edge of the tall grass border-
ing the beaches. The tendency at .this season seemed for them
to be gathering into flocks, and on the 11th, the last day of our
stay on the sound, I saw a flock of about 25. I last saw the
Alaskan longspur in 1898 on the 16th of August ; it was on our
way up the Kowak, and at a point about 100 miles from the
mouth. A small jcompany flew across the river in front of our
steamer in a southerly direction. In the spring of ‘g9, on the
Kowak, the first longspurs were noted on the 20th of May. In
this region they inhabit the bare level stretches of tundra, extend-
ing at intervals from the river back to the foot-hills. On June
1st I secured a nest and five fresh eggs. The nest was embedded
m the moss under an overhanging clump of dead grass, and con-
sisted of fine dry grasses, with a lining of dark feathers of ptarmi-
gan and short-eared owls. The diameter of the nest cavity 2'50,
with a depth of 1'00. The eggs are nearly oblong-ovate in shape
and measure *87 x 60, ‘86 x *61, ‘84 x 60, ‘86 x *60,'85 x ‘61. Their
ground-colour, as disclosed for a limited space at the small ends of
two eggs, is very pale blue. Otherwise the eggs are so completely
covered with pigmeént as to beé® almost uniform isabella cololr.
Overlying this are scattered scrawls and dots of bistre. I found
another nest on Chamisso Islahd on the gth July. This was
similarly located and contained four eggs in which incubation
was nearly completed. (Grinnell.)
MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

One set of five eggs with nest taken on St. Paul Island, Behring
Sea, June 20th, 1897 by Mr. J. M. Macoun. Nest made of dried
fibres of small rootlets and grass, with an inner lining of grass
mixed with a little hair.

é&37- Smith’s Longspur.

Calcarius pictus (SWAINS.) STEJN. 1882,
Rather common in the meadows at Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay,
July 23rd to 30th, 1900. They were quite tame, byt hard to see

-
(
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on the mossy hillocks. (Prebles.) Observed only on one occasion
near the Souris River, when it was in company with chestnut-
cdllared and Lapland longspur, having like the last species just
arrived from the north. (Cowes.) An abundant spring but rare
fall migrant in Manitoba ; on May 17th, 1884, they were at Car-
berry, Man., in enormous numbers, and I had no difficulty in
getting all the specimens I desired. (Zhompson-Seton.) A large
flock was seen at Indian Head, Assa.,on May 12th, 1892, common
by the 15th but gone in a few days; avfew were seen at Egg
Lake, Peace River, Lat. 56° on August 3oth, and others at Lesser
Slave Lake, September sth, 1903. (Spreadborough.) This species
was observed associating with Lapland buntings on the banks of
the Saskatchewan, but no information regarding its breeding
habits was received. Only one specimen was obtained. (Rickard-
son.) North to Fort Simpson on the Mackenzie River ; rather
rare. (Ross.) Very abundant in the country to the eastward of
Fort Anderson in the * barren grounds,” and on the lower Ander-
son River. (Macfarlane.)) . This species has been taken at Fort

Yukon by Strachan Jones but there is no other record of its hav-

ing been taken in Alaska. (Nglson.) One male secured at Point
Barrow, Alaska, June 11th, 1898. (Witmer Stone.)

BREEDING NoTEs.—This bird breeds abundantly on the slopes
of the Carlbou Hills, 80 miles south of the Arctic Coast west. of
the Mackenzie River delta. Here Mr. Stringer found several
nests in June, 1897. They were built on the the ground in grassy
hummocks and contained from 4 to 6 eggs in each, which some-
what resemble eggs of the Lapland longspur, except that they
have a paler ground-colour. Ten nests before me are all made of
dry grass and well lined with feathers. (W. Raine.) ’

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Three taken at Indian Head, Assa.,one in September, 1891, and
two irk May, 1892, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

538 Chestnut-collared Longspur.

Calcarius ornatus (Towns.) STEJN. 1882,

These birds were not noticed in thg immediate vicinity of Red
River, but I had no sooner passed the Pembina Mountains than I
found them in profusion; from thence they extend in more or
less abundance to the Rocky Mountains. (Cowes.) A common
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spmmer resident in Manitoba, local in distribution, many pairs

~~.affecting a limited area of dry prairie, while for miles no more of

this species are to be seen. (Zhompson-Seton.) First seen at
Indian/lica(l, Assa., May 12th, 1892, by the 18th they were com-
mon; they breed there in great numbers; very common at Crane
Lake; seen in large flocks flying in company with McCown’s bunt-
ing at Medicine Hat, May 2nd, 1894 ; breeding in large numbers
at Crane Lake in June; found three nests with young and one
with four fresh eggs June 12th, 1894, thé nest was a rather deep
hole in the ground, lined with a little dried grass; nest on the
open prairie in short grass; rare at the Cypress Hills, only one
specimen seen in a week. (Spreadborough.) Quite common
at Brandon, Man., and Moose Jaw, Assa., in 1896. This is a
common bird everywhere on the prairie from Indian Head, Assa.,
westward to Frenchman’s River; this species, the horned lark
and McCown's bunting make up nearly the whole avi-fauna of the
absolute prairie. It is exclusively a prairie bird and is more or
less common in all the country traversed in 1895 to Milk River.
No nests were taken before June 18th, though in the preceding
year young were hatched before that date. (Macoun) 1 have
found this bird breeding abundantly throughout the prairie parts
of Manitoba and Assiniboia. It was especially numerous on the
prairie north of Moose Jaw, Assa., where during the first week of
June, 1891, I found many nests on the ground at the side of sods
and containing five or six eggs each. (W. Raine.)

BREEDING NoTES.— My first specimens were secured July 14th,
1873, at which dates the early broods were already on wing.
Uniting of several families had scarcely begun, however, nor were
small flocks made up, apparently, till the first broods had, as a
general thing, beek left to themselves, the parents busying them-
selves with a second, et of eggs. Then straggling troops, con-
sisting chiefly of bird§ of the year, were almost continually seen,
mixing freely with Baird’s buntings and-the skylarks; in fact,
most of the congregations of prairie birds that weré successively
disturbed by our advancing wagon-trains consisted of all three of
these, with a considerable sprinkling of Savanna sparrows, shore
larks and bay-winged buntings. The first eggs I secured were
July 18th, nearly a week after I had found young on wing; these
were fresh; other nests examined at the same time contained
newly ha{e}rcd\;(oung. Again, I hive found fresh eggs so late as

]
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the first week in August. During the second season, the first eggs
were taken July 6th, and at that timeé there were already plenty
of young birds flying. The laying-season must consequently
reach over a period of at least two months. I was not on the
ground early enough to determine the commencement exactly,
but supposing a two weeks’ incubation, and about the same
length of time occupied in rearing the young in the nest, the first
batch of eggs must be laid early in June to give the sets of young
which fly by the first of July. There is obviously time for the first
pair to get a second, if not a third, brood off their hands by the
end of August; I should say that certainly two, and probably
three, broods are reared, as a rule. The result of all this is that
from the end of June until the end of August young birds in every
state of plumage, and the parents in various degrees of wear and
tear, are all found together. The nest, of course, is p'aced on the
ground, usually beneath some little tuft of grass or weeds, which
effectually conceals it. Like that of other ground-building
sparrows, it is sunk flush with the surface of the ground, thin at
the bottom, but with thicker and tolerably firm brim ; it con-
sists simply of a few grasses and weed-stems for the most part
circularly disposed. In size, the cup is about 324 inches across
the brim and nearly 2 in depth. During the first season, I only found
four eggs or young in a nest; but I afterward took one containing
six eggs. These measure about § long by § broad, of an ordinary
shape. They are difficult to describe as to colour, for the marking
is intricate as well as very variable here as elsewhere in the
genus. I have called them ** grayish-white " more or less clouded
and mottled with pale purplish gray which confers the prevailing
tone; this is overlaid with numerous surface markings of points,
scratches and small spots of dark brown, wholly indetermindte in
distribution and number, but always cov])icuous, being sharply
displayed upon the subdued ground colour. On those occasions
when I approached a nest containing eggs, the Temale usually
walked off quietly, after a little flutter, to some distance, and then
took wing; at other times, however, when there were young in
the nest, both parents hovered close overhead, with continuous
cries. (Coues.)
MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven; three taken at Indian Head, Assa., in September, 1891,

and May, 1892, one at Medicine Hat, Assa., May, 1894, and
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two at Crane Lake, Assa., June, 1894, all by Mr. Spread-
borough.

Numerous nests were takén at Crane Lake in June, 1894, but
nearly all contained young or eggs nearly hatched. In June,18gs,
many nests were found south of the Cypress Hills and in all the
nests the sets ranged from 3—5. The sets in the collection were
taken at Crane Lake June 8th and gth, 1894, by Prof. Macoun.

CXCV.-RHYNCHOPHANES Bairp. 1858,
539. McCown’s Longspur.

Rhynchophanes mecownii (LLAWR,) Ripw. 1877.

A specimen of this bird was Yaken just west of Manitoba by Mr.
Thorpe near Dalesboro. (7Zhompson-Seton.) This species was never
seen in the Red River region and I do not think it occurs on that
watershed which is so thickly populated in summer with C. ornatus.
It seemsqto be one of the many birds that mark the natural divi-
sion betwden that region and the Missouri Basin. The first speci-
men taken was near Fort Buford. As we progressed towards the
Milk River the bird became more and more abundant aﬁ it occur-
red throughout the country thencg to the Rocky Mountains.
McCown's longspur was very abufdant in the country about
Frenchman’s River where both species were breeding,but further
west C. ornatus, diminished in numbers while McCown’s longspur
increased and extended to the foothills of the Rocky Mountains.
(Coues.) First seen at Indian Head, Assa., May 23rd, 1892; by
the first June they were abundant on burnt prairie and land that
had"been broken and let run to weeds. Numbers remained to
breed ; two individuals were seen at Medicine Hat, Assa., April
21st, 1894, after which time they became common both there and
at Crane Lake 100 miles further east. By May 2nd they were in
thousands at Medicine Hat and numbers of males were in full song.
Common at Crane Lgke'in Jupe; amongst other nests one was
found containing five eggs, on¢ of which belonged to a cowbird.
The nest was a rather deep hole in the prairie, lined with a little
dried grass ; in 1895 they were common at Moose Jaw, at Old
Wives’ Creek, Wood Mountain, Frenchman’s River up to the
Cypress Hills, Assa., but not in the hills, and westerly from there
to Milk River, where they decreased in numbers and only a few
extended to the foothills near Waterton Lake ; observed a num-
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ber at Calgary, Alta., June 19th, 1897; one seen on the shore of ‘an
island in Lesser Slave Lake, Atha., May 31st, 1903. This species
and C. ornatus were always found together and are true prairie
species. (Spreadborough.) 1 secured an adult male on June 3rd,
1887, and on the same day three years later, shot two females at
the same place ; these are all I have seen at Chilliwack, B.C.
(Brooks.)

BreEEDING NoTrks.—This bird is a great favorite of mine. |
love its sweet song, for the male bird has the habit of soaring into
the air for some distance and then descending with outstretched
wings, with a parachute-like descent sliding down on the scale
of its own delicious music. During June, 1891 and 1893, I found
this species abundant on the hilly prairie north of Rush Lake,
Assa. Here it builds its nest on the ground at the side of a sod
and lays four or five eggs. The female is a close sitter, not leav-
ing the nest until the intruder has stepped close up to it. The
eggs are like thgoée of Smith’s longspur in colour and markings,
but average smaller in size. (W. Raine.) This is a very common
species in many parts of the prairie region. Many nests were
seen in 1894 and 1895 and all: were in a hole in the ground with
slight elevation on one side. Nest of dried grasg~and indis-
tinguishable from that of the chestnut-collared bunting. (Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Fourteen ; two taken at Indian Head, Assa., May, 1892, one
at OJd Wives’ Creek, Assa., May 25th, 1895, two at Crane Lake,
Assa., April 25th, 1894, eight at Medicine Hat, Assa., in April
and May, 1894, all by Mr. Spreadborough ; one taken at Rush
Lake, Assa., May 29th, 1893, by Mr. W. Raine.

Two sets of four eggs each, one taken at Crane Lake, June 11th,
1894 and the other south of Wood Mountain, Assa., June 14th,
1895, both by Prof. Macoun.

CXCVI. POOCAETES Bairp. 1858,

540. Vesper Sparrow.

Poocates gramineus (GMEL.) BAIRD. 1858.

A common resident in fields in Nova Scotia. (Downs.) Com-
mon in King’s Co., N.S. from the middle of April to October.

(H. Tufts.) Not uncommon at ,Baddeck and Margaree, Cape
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Breton Island, N.S., July, 1898 ; a few specimens seen at Rustico,
Prince Edward Island, 2nd July, 1888. (Macoun.) An abundant
bird on Prince Edward Island, frequenting the open fields in the
more settled districts. (Dwight.)) One specimen shot at Hamp-
ton, N.B., June, 1881. (Chamberiasn.) An abundant summer
resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (W.H. Moore.) Not
common in eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) A common summer resid-
ent in the Montreal district ; breeds on the island of Montreal.
Nests with eggs found from May 14th to 28th ; observed from
April 7th to October 8th. (Wintle.) An abundant summer resid-
ent breeding in large nnmbers. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.)
Very common in meadows and pastures ; have found the nest on
two occasions the last of April. (Rev. C.J. Young.) One of the
commonest summer residents in the Parry Sound and Muskoka
districts. (/. H. Fleming.) A very common summer resident
in all western Ontario. (W. E. Saunders.) An abundant summer
resident at Guelph, Ont.; arrives about April 1st and leaves
about October 15th. (4. B. Klugh.) Very abundant in summer;
breeding at Penetanguishene, Ont. (4. F. Young.) One pair found
breeding at Cache Lake, Algonquin Park, Ont., 1900. (Spread-
borough.) Common at Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan River;
specimens taken, all males. (Nu#ting.) Numerous in all open
situation$ between the Coast Range and the Rockies as far north
as Lac la Hache, B.C. (Rhoads.) Mr. Streator and the writer
place the Ashcroft, B.C. birds under confinis.

The vesper sparrows of Cariboo District, B.C. seem closer to
the typical species than to either of the subspecies affinis or con-

fimis. They were common at 158-Mile House, and were also

breeding at timber line at Barkerville.  (Brooks.)

BREEDING NoTES.—Nest bulky, near stone quarry, built on
the ground composed of grass and weed stalks, lined with horse
hair and fine grass ; eggs 4, grayish white, marked all over with
spots and splashes of dull reddish brown. (G. R. White.) Arrives in
New Brunswick from winter quarters during April. Have found
with full sets of eggs early in May ; and once a nest with three
eggs was found with partly incubated eggs in September. (W.4.
Moore.) This species breeds around Ottawa in May and June.
Nest sunken in the ground, the brim being on a level with the soil ;
nest composed of grasses with sometimes a few bits of green moss
or a few hairs ; four or five eggs are the usual number. (Garnean.)
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MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Six ; two taken at Ottawa, Ont., in July and October, 1890, by
F. A. Saunders ; one at Lo?%)n, Ont.," taken April 15th, 1881 ;
two taken at Toronto, by S.#lerring.

One set of four eggs taken at Ottawa, June 2nd, 1898; nest on
the ground made of dried grass.

540a. Western Vesper Sparrow.

Poocwtes grantineus confinis BAIRD. “1858.

This species breeds from Pembina on the east to the base of the
Rocky Mountains on the west along the 49th parallel. (Cowes.)
A very aljundant summer resident on the prairies of Manitoba.
(Zhompson-Seton.)  This- 8pecies arrives on the Saskatchewan
plains early in-May, and frequents the withered grass which
makes an excellent cover. It was not seen by us beyond Lat.
57°. (Richardson.) On 26th June, 1864, we fwﬁd a ‘nest of this
species contdining six eggs in a sparsely wooded tract of country
to the east of Fort Anderson. (Macfarlane.) Quite a common
summer resident throughout thczcountry around Prince Albert,
Sask., and to be seen running ahead on every trail; breeding in
great numbers in the region. (Cowbeaux.) In 1895 this species
was commen from Winnipeg to the Rocky Mountains on or
about the 4gth parallel. It always nested on the ground, but
seemed to préfer being where there is more or less brush. It was
first found nesting on June 2nd. First seen at Indian Head, Assa.,
on May ogth, 1892; common by the 13th; found two nests on the
ground, June 7th, with four gggs in each; first seen at Medicine
Hat, Assa., April 30th, 1804, two individuals, both males; next
day five were seen and by May 4th they were common and the
same at Crane Lake on the 7th ; common in the east'end of the
Cypress Hills in the latter end of June; in 1891 it was found to be
common and breeding around Banff, Rocky Mountains, in the
direction of Devil’'s Lake; at Edmonton, Alta.,, May 1st, 1897,
they very soon became common and began to pair. They were
common in the foothills from Calgary to Crow’s Nest Pass.
Common on all the small prairies throughout the Peace River
country between Lat. 5§5°-57°; common along the trail on all the
dry grass land from Edmonton to Jasper House in 1898 ; this
species was common at Kamloops,Spence’s Bridge, Enderby and
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the Nicola valley, B.C., in"June, 1889, and on the plateau between
. the North Thompson and Bonaparte rivers; a few observed at
8'81_' Chi]liwackg‘ B.C., in the spring, and one at.the mouth of Tami Hy
' Creek, Scpk‘nbcr 8th, 1901. In April and May, 1903, they were
quite common at Penticton in southern British Columbia.
(Spreadborough,) Very common in the interior; breeds. (St,’mtor.)
An abundant summer resident east of Coast Range, also on Van-
couver Island. (Fanmin.) Migrant; not common at Chilliwack.
Specimens are very pale and may belong so affinis. (Brooks.)

5t on

BREEDING NOTES.—Several nests were found at Pembina, con-
taining eggs, about the middle of Junc. One of them also held §
two Molothrus eggs. The nests were built in open ground, quite
deeply sunken so as to be flush with the surface, and more sub-
stantial than those of many ground-builders, the walls being an
inch or more thick at the brim. - The cavity is small and deep in
comparison with the whole nest. The usual materials are grasses
and weed-stalks, the coarser fhaterial outside, the finer fibres
within and at.the bottom. The eggs, of which I have not found
more than four,measure-about 0’80 by 0'55; they are grayish-
; white, heavily marked all over with spots, dashes and blotches of
s ; reddish-brown, and a sprinkling of fine dots of the same or darker
tcies : brown. The fémale is a close sitter, not leaving the nest until
nearly trodden upon, and then fluttering off as if crippled, to dis-
tract attention from the nest to herself. (Cowes.) This is a very
common prairie species, breeding in all ‘parts of Assiniboia and
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»88a., . Alberta. A nesttaken on 31st May, 1895, contained three fresh
1t‘he i eggs. The mest was, on the sloping side of a coulée, placed
icine i on the ground under a tuft of grass. It was built chiefly of fine
next material, the base being leaves of grass, the coarser at the bot-
the tom. A few hairs were worked in at the last. Another nest
the identical in every way was taken 1g9th June, in aclump of Poten-
o be : tilla gracilis at the edge of a ravine. (Macoun.)

the
1897, p _ MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

were
Pass. Twenty-seven; one taken at Carberry, Man., by Mr. Thompson-
Yiver Seton$ four at Indian Head, Assa., in May, 1891, one at Old

| the J Wives’ Creek, Assa.,, May 27th, 1895, seven at Medicine Hat,

this ; Assa., May, 1894, two at Edmonton, Alta., May, 1897, six at Banfl,

and : Rocky Mountains, May, 189y, two at Kaml(%)ps, B.C., Jupe 20th,
. : 4
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1889, three at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., May, 1889, and four at Pen-
ticton, B.C., April, 1903, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

Twosets of four eggs each taken at Crane Lake,Assa., June 11th,
1894, by Prof. Macoun; another set of four eggs taken at Fort
Saskatchewan, Alta., May 7th, 1898, received from Mr. W. Raifle.

5406. Oregon Vesper Sparrow.

Poocates gramineus affinis MILLER. 1888.

Western Washington and British Columbia, including Van-
couver Island. (Ridgway.) West side of Coast Range, B.C.,and
Vancouver Island. (Fan‘u'n.) A few observetl at Chilliwack, B.C.,
in the spring of 19o1; and one individual at the mouth of Tami
Hy Creek, Sept. gth of the same year. (Spreadborough.)

MUSEUM SPECIMEN.

One taken at the mouth of Tami Hy Creek, Chilliwack River,
B.C., September gth, 1901, by W. Spreadborough.

CXCVII. PASSERCULUS BoNAPARTE. 1838.

541. Ipswich Sparrow.

Passerculus pn'na'ps/ MAYNARD. 1872.

Taken at Lawrencetowb near Halifax, N.S., March, 1878.
(Matthew Jomei.) One tal&en.\ at Point Lepreaux, N.B., April,
1876. (Chamberlaing) On Apriy, 7th, 1895, when 260 miles from
Halifax on board the S.S. Labrador bound for Liverpool, two of
these sparrows came on board and remainedcfor some hours;
apparently they were on their way to Newfoundland. (/. A.
Fleming.) In the summer of 1899 the writer spent six weeks on
Sable Island and had ample opportunity to study the habits of
this bird. ‘It was the only resident land-bird on the island and all
nests found whether new or old belonged to it. Most of those
found were scooped out of the sand and built more or less with
grass. Many birds winter on the island, and as far as known it is
its only breedihg grounds. Dr. Jonathan Dwight, jr., of New
York has written a full account of its habits and nesting on the
island. In 1902 Mr. W. E. Saunders, of London, Ont., who spent
some time on the island, published a very full account of its life
history in the Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. XVI.
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at Pen- 542. Sandwich Sparrow.

ie 11th Passerculus sandwichensis (GMEL.) BAIRD. 1858.

it Fort A few were seen on Unalaska Island, October sth, 1899, and two
Raifle. t young secured. (Bishop.) TFhis species occyrs during the summer
along the entire Aleutian chain and on the island of Kadiak,
in addition to the southeastern shore of the territory. Dall cites
it from Unalaska where he found it numerous as he did also to
the eastward, but he did not find it to the west of that island.
7 Van- (Nelson.) This species is one of the earliest arrivals at Unalaska,
C..an‘d usually about the 10th of May. Theybreed in ]d’ne in the grass.
('B'("_' (Zurner.) On June 3rd, 1890, in a grassy patch near Lukanin
f Tami beach, on St. Paul Island, I several times flushed a sparrow which I
identified as this species. (Palmer.), Five specimens were taken on
C/Amagnak Island, near Dutch Harbour, Unalaska, in September,

1897. (Grinnell.)

Common about the prairies and open timbered lands. (ZLeord.)
Common on the coast in the fall. (Streator.) An abundant
summer resident west of (oast Range; breeds on Vancouver
Island. (Fannin.) Tolcrab'y common migrant at Chilliwack.
(Brooks.) A few specimens taken at Chilliwack, B.C,, in the
spring of 1go1; taken at Hastings, April, 188g; first seen near
v Victoria, Vancouver Island, about April 20th, 1893, by May 4th
, 1878. ; they were common. (Spreadborough.) One seen on April 23rd,
April, 1887, at Victoria; abundant the next day; common along the
's from sea coast at Salt Spring Island, Nanaimo and Comox. (Macoun.)
two of | BREEDING NOTES.—On June 1oth, 1893, at Vancouver, B.C,,
hours; found a nest and five eggs of this bird. The nest was built on the
(/. H. 4 g@und, made of dried grass and lined with hair. The eggs are
eks on , gr€enish-white, heavily blptched and spotted with light brown
bits of and lilac; size '74 by ‘54 inches. (W. Raine.)
and all ¥
! those
is with One specimen taken at Victoria, Vancouver Island, April, 19th,
vn it is 1887, by the writer.
f New ‘ 542a, Savanna Sparrow.
on the 3 9
) spent 4 Passerculus sandwichensis savanna (W1iLs.) Ripgw. 1880.
its life 5 Common throughout easternfLabrador; breeds at the mouth of
i the Koksodk River and at DaLis Inlet. (Packard.) Tolerably
4% }

MUSEUM SPECIMEN.

q

)
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common on the islagds and shores of James RBay, from Moose
Factory to Ri Gulf ; none seen in crossing Ungava
until we  neared Fort Chimo. (Spreadborough.) Two adult
specimens from Cha/t;au Bay, July 14th, 1891. (Norton.) Abun-
dant throughout™tfie summer in Newfoundland. (Reeks.) Un-
common; passes through Nova Scotia in spring. (Downs.) Very
common from the middle of April till October in Kings Co., N.S.
(H. Tufts.) Rather rare at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape Breton
Island, July, 1898; common on the shore at Brackley Beach,
Prince Edward Island, June 2gth, 1888. (Macoyn.) This is prob-
ably the most abundant bird on Prince Edward Island, and is
found everywhere except in,woods. On sand beaches, marshes
or dry fields its weak song was constantly heard and in certain
pastures it seemed as if every third fence-post was occupied by a
singer. (Dwight.) :

Anabundant summer resident in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain.)
A common summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B.
(W. H. Moore.) Very abundarit on the Magdalen Islands; breed-
ing in every open field. (Bishop.) An abundant species on all
the grassy islands and shores of the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
(Brewster) A common summervresident in eastern Quebec.
(Dionne.) An abundant summer resident at Montreal; breeds on
the Islagnd of Montreal. Nests with eggs found May 24th. Ob-
served here from @ pril 7th to October 1st. (Wintle.)

A #mmon summer resident at Ottawa ; breeds by St. Louis
dam. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) 1 found 'this bird to be the
commonest bird on the Magdalen Islands in 1897. It nestsin
May and June and ubually lays five- eggs, but sometimes only
four. It is also very commonon Simcoe Island, in Lake Ontario,
but not so common on the ma#in sho\:. (Rev.C. J.Young.) Reported
by Mr. Tavérnier as common at Beaumaris, Muskoka district, on
April 22, 1898; I have not met with it in Parry Sound. (/. 4.
Fleming.) An abundant species around Toronto in all suitable
localitiestgy( /. Hughes-Samuel) Observed a pair at Cache Lake,
Algonquin Park, Ont.,June 18th,1900. (Spreadborough.) A common
summep resident at Guelph, Ont. "An inhabitant of pastures.
(A. B, Klugh.) . \ \

REEDING NoTes.—Nest on ground, built of grass and lined
th horse hair; eggs four, a light gray, thickly méttled with
¢

\ \

\
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reddish brown. (G. R. White.) The nesting season at Scotch
Lake, York Co., N.B,, is from May to July. Three to five eggs
are laid in a loosely constructed nest of grasses on the ground,or
sometimas by the side of #log or root. (W. H. Moore.) Quite
common at Ottawa and Lake Nominingue. Nest sunken in the
ground and hidden by the \grass, made with grasses, rootlets and
hairs. ‘Sometimes only two or three bits of grass and hairs are
used. One nest was foupdd in sand under a potato plant. It
nests in May, June and July and lays four eggs. (Garneau.)

USEUM SPECIMENS.

Four; taken atOttaya in October, 1890, and September, vngl,'\a,

by Mr. F. A. Saunders

One set of fepur eggs taken on Toronto Island on May I1oth,
18¢6, by Mr. W. Raine, and another of four taken in the same
place June 21st, 1894, by Mr. G. F. Dippie.

5420. Western Savanna Sparrow.

. PPasserculus sandwichensis alaudinus (Bokar.)gR1pGw. 1877.

Brgeds .in profusion throughout the region exploféd, that is
along the 4oth parallel. Though not exclusively a

‘prairt€, it seems to be as much at home in the opgn plains as

anywhere, associating \ith Centronyx, the chesgnut-collared
and McCown's longspur§.) It is also found in the/ brush along
streams and the larger r}vers which are not freqpented by the
above species. (Cowes.)” An abundant summer rgsident on the
prairies in Manitoba. The bird is remar 'abT?\shy even in places
where man is scarcely ever seen. (Zhompson-Seton.) First seen
May 11th, 1892, at Indjan Head, Assa., [common by May 13th;
they breed in the vicinity in great num&ers; common at Crane
Lake, Assa.; seemed to prefer low ground where there were
bushes; quite common qn the east end of the Cypress Hills the
last week in June, 1894, in low damp ground. In 1895 its habits
were more carefully observed and it was found that it was always
by pools of water or in marshes at West Selkirk, Brandon, Moose
Jawy Parkbeg ‘and Old Wives' Creek. “It was found nesting at

\. 12-Mile Lake, near Wood Mountain, and always in marshy spots.
"} This species was noted wherever there was water or marsh for 400

miles to the westward to the foothills “of the Rocky Mountains.
Marourz.) First seen at Edmonton, Alta.,, May 3rd, 1897, next

>

L4
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y day they were common ; two nests weré taken on the ground " towat
near a lake; each contained five eggs; common in the foothills, by Ju
south’ of Calgary in 1897; first seen on April 25th, common 29th June
at Penticton south of Lake Okanagan, B.C.; common from Lesser this s
Slave Lake to Peace River Landing, Lat. §6° 15’, June, 1903; com- A few
mon on the damp grass land from Edmonton to Jasper House,also . Cook'
in the MacLennan River valley,B.C.,in 1898; one of the commonest Savan
species from the Rocky Mf)untaﬁrgci(nyﬁ-:)uﬁgiiﬁg coast. Phis and t
species was taken at Banff, in the.. """ #8577, 777, in 3891, and - other:
at Revelstoke, mouth of Salmon Riwer, Agassiz and Huntington, i on L3
B.C.; also at Victoria, Vancouver Island. (Spreadborough.) This Tagis
is a common species from the Saskatchewan northward to the the Y
®barren grounds.” (Rickardson.) Not uncommon, but in summer the A
only, and breeding here on the prairie at Prince Albert,  Sask. Charl
(Coubeauzr.) Common down the Mackenzie River to jts mouth. St. Mi
(Ross.) Very abundant in marshy and sparsely wooded tracts specir

AT TP A s 5l T e

or plains near Fort Anderson and on the lower river, seeing Kenai
that * upwards of ° nests with eggs” were collected in spit a
that quarter. They’l&ere all placed on the ground and com- ' was el
posed of dry stems of grasses lined with finer materials of the was ol
same. Sometimes the nests are lined with a few feathers and ‘ B
deer hair. The number of eggs in a nest was four or five. of it,
(Macfariane.) ] alway,

Common about the prairies and open places. (Lord.) Abundant buntir
summer resident on the coast. (S#reator.) Summer resident on ally m
the coast. (Fannin.) Anabundant summer resident at Chilliwack, ‘ larly v
an occasional bird remaining all winter. (Brooks.) This form been {
breeds in all localities in British Columbia from the Rocky g built ¢
Mountains to the coast, including the islands, from the_sea level : four o
to 5,000 feet. (Rhoads.) Sumas prairie, Lulu Island and English half of
Bay, B.C. ; common at those localities. (£. F. G. White.) Next . the Sa
to the Lapland longspur this bird is the most abundant of the and in
sparrow tribe throughout the Behring Sea coast region of contai
Alaska, and it extends thence north to the Arctic shores of the P within
territory. (MNelson.) This species was not obtained at the - and cz
Aleutian Islands, but at St. Michael it was as common as the Savan
other species. (Z7urner.) The western Savanna sparrow was contai
fairly numerous in the vicinity of Cape Blossom, Kotzebue lining
Sound. The grassy meadows bordering kagoons seemed to be its (Thom
most congenial haunt, although I met with a few on the hillsides ! and A
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" towards the interior of the peninsula; young were half-fledged

by July 10th. (Grinnell.) Six breeding specimens taken between
June 1st and July 27th, and three in winter plumage, illustrate
this species as seen at-Point Barrow, Alaska. * (Witmer Stone.)
A few were seen and four specimens taken at Hope and Tyonek,
Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, September, 1900. (Osgood.) 1 saw several
Savanna sparrows in the marshes at Chilkat Inlet, June 1st, 1899,
and took individuals at Haine’s Mission and at Skagway and
others at Glacier, Alaska; several pairs were seen at log Cabin
on Lake Bennett, at Cariboo Crossing and on ap island in Lake
Tagish, B.C.; later they were seen on Lake Marsh, Lat.60° 15", in
the/ Yukon district; after this none was seen until we reached
the Alaska boundary, after this they were found at Circle City,
Charlie Village and at the Aphoon, mouth of the Yukon, and at
St. Michael. (Bishop.) From June to September of 1901 eight
specimens in all were seen at Homer and Sheep Creek near the
Kenai Mountains, Alaska. Found breeding on the low sandy
spit at Homer, Its nest was well concealed in coarse grass. It
was entirely covered and the entrance to the three nests examined
was on the southern side. (Chapman.)

BREEDING NoTES.—A large suite of specimens was taken, a part

of it, however, unifitentionally, for it is not an easy matter to
always distinguish between the Savanna sparrow and Baird’s
bunting at gunshot range; and when I have killed a bird I gener-
ally make a point of preserving it, even though it is not particu-
larly wanted as a specimen in order that its life may not have
been taken in vain. The nest is placed on the ground, simply
built of dried grasses with a lining of horse hair; the eggs are
four or five in number, in this locality usually laid in the first
half of June. Like nearly all the fringilline birds of this region
the Savanna sparrow is frequently the cow-bird’s foster-parent,
and in one instance that camie under my observation, the nest
contained two of the alien eggs. (Cowes) On June 18th, 1882,
within a few feet of a straw-stack in the barnyard, where horses
and cattle are continually running about, I found the nest of a
Savanna sparrdf¥; protected only by a tuft of prairie grass. It
contained five exgs, and was composed of grass with a meagre
lining of horse-ha\;, the whole being slightly sunk in the ground.
(Zhompson-Seton.) X his is a very abundant species in Assiniboia
and Alberta. Set eggs usually four. Always breeds near
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water, generally in old grass in a marsh or by a pool. Nest com-
posed altogether of dried grass with a lining of “finer grass and a
little horsé or other hair, (Macoun.) P

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Forty-seven; seven at Indian Head, Assa., May, 1891; two at
12-Mile Lake, near Wood Mountain, Assa., June, 1895; two at
Crane Lake, Assa., June 7th, 1894; one at Peace River Landing,
Atha., June 16th, 1903; nine at Edmonton, ‘Alta., May and June,
1897;two at Banff,Rocky Mountains, June, 1891; four at Revelstoke
B.C., April, 1890; two at Penticton, B.C., April, 1903; two at the
mouth of Salmon River, B.C., July, 1902; three at Agassiz, B.C.,
May, 1889; nine at Huntington, B.C., October, 1901, and four at
Victoria, Vancouver Island, April, 1893, all by Mr. W. Spread-
borough. ‘

Four sets of eggs ; gne of four takep at Twelve-mile Lake,
Assa., June 7th, 1895, Py the writer ; three sets of five eggs each,
taken at Edmonton, /Alta., on June 3rd and May 27th, 1897, by
Mr. W. Spreadborough.

542. Labrador Savanna Sparrow.

I asserculus sandwiclensis labradoricus R. H. Howeg, JRr.

Fairly common at Pert MaRveks, Lat. 57° northeastern Labra-
dorduring the last half of August and the first week of September,
1900. (Witmer Stone.)

CXCVIIL. éENTRONYX BAlrD. 1858.

545. Baird’s Sparrow.

Centronyx bairdii (Aup.) BArD. 1874. y

It is difficult to understand how this bird eluded observation
for thirty years from the time of its original discovery by Audu-
bon on the upper Missouri nearly to the present day. I did not
meet with the species along the.Red River itself, but found it as
soon as I passed from the Pembina Mountains to the boundless
prairies beyond. In some particular spots it outnumbered all the
other birds together, and on an average through the country
from the Pembina Mountain to the Mouse (Souris) River it was
one of the trio of commonest birds. The skylarks and chestnut-
collared longspur being the other two. (Cowes.) An abundant
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summer resident throughout the$ Assiniboine valley, wherever
there are alkaline flats. In many parts of the prairies west of
Birtle there are low flat alkaline stretches sparsely covered with
long, wiry grass. Wherever the land is of this character Baird’s
bunting is sure to be a prominent if not a prevailing species.
( Thompson-Seton.) One specimen secured the first time we went
collecting at Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan; shot on a high
grassy plain between the fort and the lake. (Nutfing.)

BreeEDING NoTEs.—I found a nest and four eggs of this bird as
I was riding over the prairie near Crescent Lake, Assa., on June
3rd, 19o1. On June 6th, while driving to Saltcoats marshes we
flushed another Baird’s sparrow off its nest containing five ex-
ceedingly handsome eggs. Nest on the ground at the side of the
trail. June 7th I found another nest and five eggs, nest, like the
other, made of dried grass, lined with hair, built on the ground
in short grass. “The eggs are like well blotched eggs of the
vesper sparrow but are much smaller and averaging ‘75 x ‘55
inches. (W. Raine.)

CXCIX. COTURNICULUS BonarArTE. 1838.

546. Grasshopper Sparrow.

Coturniculus savannarum passerinus (WiLs.) Ripw. 188s.

Said to occur in New Brunswick by Mr. Adams. (Chamberiain.)

I am quite sure this species is at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B,,
but have not secured a specimen. (W. H. Moore.)

There are two Toronto records, one in 1879, and the second in
1890. (/. H. Fleming.) Fairly common in the two southwestern
counties of Ontario; but a rare summer resident near London ;
usually only one specimen observed in several years. (W. E.
Saunders.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two; taken at Hyde Park Corner, near London, Ont., in 1889,
by W. E. Saunders.

546a. Western Grasshopper Sparrow.

Coturniculus savannarum bimaculatus (SwAINs.) RipGw. 1901I.
A summer resident neag Vernon, B.C. (Brooks.)

\
\
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CC. AMMODRAMUS SwaINsON. 1827.

547. Henslow’s Sparrow-.

Ammodramus henslowii (Aup.) GrRAY. 1849

Thus far we have found this bird only near Sarnia, and at
Jeannette’s Creek, Ont.; but as about a dozen birds were observed
altogether on four different occasiogs in two years I believe it is
a fairly common summer resident in the western peninsula of
Ontario wherever a favourable locality exists. The original dis-
covery was made on May 24th, 1898, when seyeral were noted at
Jeannette's Creek and since then they have been found in the
locality on two other occasions. This is the most inconspicuous
bird I have evet nfet with; it runs through the glass like a mouse
and does not rise until one is almost on it, when it makes a short
zigzag flight and again conceals itself. (W. E. Saunders.) 1 was
surprised to find this sparrow on Lake Joseph, Muskoka, and
apparently breeding. 1 first noticed it on July 14th, 1902, in a
hay-field about a mile from Port Sanfield, and for some days had
every opportunity of watching the males as they sat on the fence
and uttered their rather wheezy notes. Two more pairs were in
one field, and I could find none in any- of the few likely places
elsewhere. (/. H. Flemung in The Auk, Vol. XIX., p. 403.)

548. Leconte’s Sparrow,

(Ammodmmus leconteri (Aup.) GRAY. 1849.

A male specimen of this species was given to me as an Acadian
sharp-tailegfsparrow, taken May sth, 1897, at Toronto, Ont.; this
is the first record for Ontario. (/. H. Ames in The Auk, Vol.
XIV,, p. 411.)

The rediscovery of this little knm:y and extremely interesting

species in Dakota was made in the %eason of 1873 by the Boun-
dary Commission. Qn the march between Turtle Mountain and
the first crossing of the Mouse (Souris) River, I came upon what
seemed to be a small colonyof the birds in a moist depression of
the prairie. I subsequently found the bird again and secured
another specimen. (Coues.) This beautiful sparrow abounds in
Manitoba wherever there are meadows that offer the right com-
binations of willow, scrub and sedgy grass, and has been taken by
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myself on the west slope of Duck Mountain to the north of the
province. (Zhompson-Seton.) In June, 1896, this species was
breeding in a marsh at Sewell, Manitoba. (Macoun.) First seen
at Indian Head, Assa., May 12th, 1892, next seen June 23rd, when
two nests were found; each nest contained five/eggs; nest made
of dried grass under a tuft on the ground. Figst seen at Edmon-
ton, Alta,, late in May, 1897; not" common, gnly observed about
a dozen altogether ; breeding in wet gtound ; common on
Bragg's Creek, about 40 miles from Calgary,) June 28th, 1897 ; a
few were breeding in a marsh at Peace River/ Landing, Atha., Lat.
§6° 15’, June 1903; and one individual was seen west of the
Grande Prairie in August. (Spreadborough.)

BREEDING NoTES.—On June 23rd, 1892, I found two nests of
this species. Each nest contained five eggs. The nest was placed
in old grass close to the ground, and was made of the same. The
land was low but not wet. The female was shot as she left the

~/nest. (Spreadborough.) In June, 1893, Mr. G. F. Dippie and

myself were fortunate in discovering the nest and eggs of this
species which were previously little known. This was at Rae-
burn, Man., since then I have found several more nests of Le-
conte’s sparrow in Manitoba and Assiniboia, all were made of fine
dry grass and nothing else and were invariably built in a tuft of
marsh hay a few inches above the ground. The eggs are greenish-
white speckled at the largest end with ashy-brown and are small,
‘65 x ‘soinches. (W. Raine.) On June 12th, 1896, the writer was
collecting in a swamp south of Sewell, on the Canadian Pacific
Railway and came on the nest of a bird new to him. The follow-
ing is from his notebook and cvhﬁn]y refers to this species. *“In
the open swamp I found another fest in the grass, almost touch-
ing the water which here was standing in the grass and was evi-
dently permanent as Menyanthes trifoliata and Calla palustris grew
close by. When the bird arose I thought it was a clay-coloured
sparrow, but on looking into the nest saw four eggs about the
same size as the sparrow’s but the large end was completely
covered with a deep shade of brown which shaded off into a
lighter colpur and became mottled with a lightish-green. Three
eggs were as above, but one was much lighter in colour and hence
more distinctly mottled. ' They were much incubated and were
injured in blowing. I refer the eggs to Leconte’s sparrow.

\
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MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Six ; two taken at Indian Head, Assa., May 10th, 1892, two

at Edmonton, Alta., in May and June, 1897, and a pair at Peace
River Landing, Atha., June 16th, 1903.

One set of four eggs taken at Indian Head, Assa., on June23rd,
1892, by Mr. Spreadborough ; one set of four taken at Sewell,
Man., June 12th, 1896, by Prof. Macoun.

549-1. Nelson’s Sparrow.

Ammodramus nelsoni (ALLEN) NORTON. 1897.

There are several records for Toronto. Dr. Cwight says the
Toronto birds are more nelsoni than subvirgatus, but not typical.
(J. H. Fleming.) 1 took a very fine female on 28th October, 1896,
at Toronto, and on the 17th November, Mr. 1. Percival Turner
took two, a male and female, at the same spot. On the 17th
November, 1900, I visited the place again and saw two. (J.Hughes-
Samuel) On the 22nd September, 1894, near Toronto, Ont., I
shot two individuals of this species ; on June 10th, 1895, I shot
a female and in the autumns of 1896-97-98 I saw many others. (C.
W. Nash.)

On my arrival at Winnipeg, Manitoba, Mr. Hine surprised me
by producing a specimen of this form, shot at Winnipeg on May
25th, 1892. On June 3oth, at Carberry, I heard a curious bird note
and going over the slough to the spot, I »t up two small dark-
coloured sparrows. I obtained one which proved to be this form;
later in the day I took two more; the above specimens were sub-
mitted to Mr. F. M. Chapman and pronounced true mnelsoni.
(Thompson-Seton.)

F(REEDING NoTes.—On June 12th, 1893, Mr. Dippie and myself
found this bird nesting at Long Lake, Manitoba. The nest and
eggs I'presented to the U.S. National Museum at Washington.
On the 14th June, 1894, I again visited the locality and was for-
tunate in finding anotfer nest and four eggs of Nelson’s sparrow
and the next day I took another set of five eggs. Nests were
made of dried grass and built in a tuft of marsh hay a few inches
from the ground. Their voice is like that of a grasshopper and
they sing until long after sunset. (W. Raine.)
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MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two eggs taken at Long Lake, Manitoba, in June, 1894, by Mr,
W. Raine.

549-la. Acadian Sharp-tailed Finch.

Ammodramus nelsoni subvirgatus (Dw1GHT) NorTON. 1897.

Fairly common about the salt marShes at the mouths of the
streams emptying into Minas Basin, King’s Co., N.S., from June
to October. (H. Zufts.) Possibly occurs in Nova Scotia. (Downs.)
Several specimens taken in the vicinity of Hampton, N.B.
(Chamberlain.) A nest of this [species was taken near Baddeck,
Cape Breton Island, July, 26th, 1898 ; this species was not rare
along the shore of the bay east of Baddeck. (Macoun.) A few birds
in the salt marsh at Tignish, Prince Edward Island were the only
ones I could discover, although I searched in many other locali-
ties, (Dwight) Taken at St. Denis de Kamouraska, south shore
of St. Lawrence, eastern Quebec ; breeding in some numbers.
(Dionne.) A casual visitor at Ottawa, Ont. One shot in 1882,
identified by Dr. Coues. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.)

This form is peculiar to the fresh and salt water marshes of the
Maritime Provinces of Canada, especially those bordering on the
Bay of Fundy and the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Strangely enough
it has never been taken in Nova Scotia, although it undoubtedly
occurs there, forI have observed it within two or three miles of
the boundary line when rambling over the meadows of the Petit-
codiac River in New Brunswick, not far from the type locality.
Since my discovery of the birds about ten years ago Lhave found
them breeding at Tignish, Prince Edward Island, where they were
recorded as caudacutus long before "subvirgatus was separated by
Brewster, at Bathurst, N.B., and at Riviére du Loup, Quebec, on
the south shore of the St. Lawrence. They have also been found
a few miles west of the last named place at Kamouraska by
Dionne. West of this I have not found them, neither at L'Islet
nor on the marshes between the city of Quebec and Ste. Anne de
Beaupré. Consequently there appears to be a wide gap between
the headquarters of this form and those of melsomi,—over one
thousand miles. (Dwight in The Auk, Vol. X111, p. 276.)

This species is tolerably common on low islands in the St. John
River, in York Co., N.B. The spring migrants arrive in April,
the first observed in 1903 was April 22nd, a week earlier than the
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Savanna sparrow arrived. They run along among the grasses g ‘Th
rather than take flight. The song is a low unattractive s-e-e-t s-k, ‘. Hum
emitted either from the ground or from an elevation. They feed () A
about the margin of pools of still water where they seem to pro- Toro
cure aquatic insects and grass seeds. Their colours blend most per- since-
fectly with such surroundings and it is only by persevering watch- ) anoth
fulness that an observer may see them, unless they happen to near .
take flight. The nests are built back from the water where there 1889 |
is no danger from an overflow and are fairly well concealed. The ] Lond
few nests observed have been built of dried grass blades through- weste
out, the lining being composed of the finest nfaterial. One nest rare a
was a mere film of blades, scarce compact enough to lift from the and w
depression where it was placed. It was built under the side of a
log and contained five eggs which were very uniformly marked,
there being three distinct varieties of colduring. A set now
before the writer, taken May 27th, contains four eggs, ‘71 x '59,
‘80 x 58,72 x '60,°72 x '59. The ground colour is pale greenigh-
blue marked with cinnamon-brown, umber and blue-gray. The
first, third and fourth are so heavily marked as to obscure the
ground colour, the second is much more finely and sparsely
marked, and with the third most heavily marked about the large
end. The nest was placed in a gully having a southern exposure,
and wag also well concealed by thick grasses. While the writer
was walking across an island the bird flushed from under foot and was s¢
flew quietly away without making the least attempt atalluring : in the
its disturber from the vicinity of the nest, nor did it return for some seen a
time. The male was not seen at all. The eggs were fresh, which 1 A ver

fact probably accounted for the shyness of the birds. (W. H. Moore.) i Range
‘ 3 pairs

(Rhoa

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

One specimen taken at Scotch Lake, N.B., Sept. 7th, 1901, by
W. H. Moore.

One set of four eggs taken at Wolfville, King’s Co., N.S.,
June 2nd, 1902, by Mr. R. W. Tufts. Nest made of grass placed
among grass in a salt marsh.

, CCI. CHONDESTES, SwaInNsoN. 1827.
552. Lark Sparrow.
Chondestes grammacus (SAY) Bonap. 1838.
One seen on Sable Island N.S. on Sept. 6th, 1902, and a number ‘ A m
on October 10th. (James Bouteillier.) y ‘ 2 young
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This bird breeds regularly at Toronto; a nest was taken at the
Humber, May 15th, 1899; it is very local and not abundant.
(/. H. Fleming.) The first time I saw one of these birds taken at
Toronto was in May, 1894, and I have met with them at intervals
since—notably on May 24th, 1885,when I took a specimen and saw
another. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) A few were regularly observed
near London from 1878 till 1889, but none were observed from
1889 till 1900, when a pair spent the summer about ten miles from
London, Ont. This species is a fairly common inhabitant of the
western counties of Ontario, along the Lake Erie shore, but is
rare and, of late, irregular near London. A single one was noted

and watched for a short time near Sault Ste. Marie in September,
1880. (W. E. Saunders.)

552a. Western Lark Sparrow.

Chondestes grammacus strigatus (SWAINS.) Ripgw. 1880.

A common summer resident near Winnipeg ; a few seen there
June 3rd, 1896; one shot by Mr. Hine. The Winnipeg specimens
may belong to the eastern form. (Macoun.) First saw two May
16th, 1894, at Medicine Hat, Assa., common by the 15th; I believe
they breed here as I saw them up to the first week in June when
I left; a few specimens seen the last week in May, 1895, at Old
Wives’ Creek, Assa.; not seen again until July 1st, when a pair
was seen at Sucker Creek in the Cypress Hills; quite common
in the Milk !River valley below Pend d’Oreille, later a few were
seen at Castellated Rocks higher up the river. (Spreadborough.)
A very scarce summer visitant both east and west of the Coast
Range, B.C. (Brooks.) Seen only at Vernon, B.C., where two
pairs of adult birds were feeding their newly fledged young.

(Rhoads.)
MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven; six taken at Medicine Hat, Assa., May, 1894, and one
taken at Old Wives’ Creek, May 22nd, 1893, all by Mr. Spread-
borough.

CCII. ZONOTRICHIA SwaAINSON. 183I.
553. Harris’s Sparrow.
Zonotrichia quérula (NutT.) GAMB. 1847.

A number\¢ ecimens, including adults of both sexes and
young just frqm thw nest, were collected, July 23rd to 30th, 1900,




¢
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at Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay, where the birds were common,
They frequent the scattered patches of dwarfed spruce that grow
in the small valleys and ravines intersecting the extensive ex-
panse of precipitous ledges along the Churchill River in the
vicinity of the'post. They undoubtedly nest among these spruces
but no nests attributable to this species were found. Several were
seen on our return on the upper/Hayes River, near the Robinson .
Portage and at the Echimamish, Keewatin. (Prebles.) A fine
series of specimens of this handsome and interesting bird was
secured at our Mouse River Depot, during the latter half of
September and beginning of October. Its breeding grounds are as
yet unknownp. (Coues.) Abundantspring and fall migrant, frequent-
ing thickets in Manitoba. (Zhompson-Seton.) .Specimen shot at
Fort Pelly, August 29th, 1881; in flocks 50 miles west of Brandon
on the road to Fort Ellice, Man. (Macoun.) Only three were seen
at Indian Head, Assa., during three months residence in the spring
of 1892, these were seen May 12th and 13th. (Spreadborough.) 1
took two individuals at Sumas, B.C,, 1oth January, 1895, and saw a
third at Chilliwack, B.C. (Brooks.) Taken at Cadboro Bay near
Victoria by A, H. Maynard, October, 1894; and another individual
shot at Comox, November, 1894, by W. B. Anderson. (Fannin.)
BrREEDING NoTES.—I have pleasure in recording the first auth#
entic nest and eggs of this species. On June 11th, 1901, at Cres-
cent Lake, Assa., I was fortunate in finding the nest in the root
of a¥small willow at the edge of a bluff. The nest was made of
grass and fine bark, lined with dry grass. The eggs are unlike
those of any other sparrow. They are large for sparrows, averag-
ing '88 x 68 inches, and are creamy white, spotted chiefly at the
larger end with rusty brown and lilac and have a high polish.
The parent bird was secured. Thisis the third species of sparrow
found by me breeding in northwest Canada whose nest and eggs
were previously unknown to science. (W. Raine.)
MUSEUM SPECIMEN.
One specimen taken at Indian Head, Assa., May 12th, 1892, by
Mr. Spreadborough.
554. White-crowned Sparrow. .

Zonotrickia leucophrys (FORST.) SwAINs. 1831.
Seems to be confined to southern Greenland ; not numerous
but certainly a breeding bird, though its nest has not yet been
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found in the country. (Arct. Man.) Very plentiful tlh%ughout
eastérn Labrador ; breeds abundantly at Fort Chimo. (Packard.)
Not observed on James Bay until a short distance north of Fort
George when they became common; very abundant from Richmond
Gulf across Ungava to Fort Chimo, (Spreadborough.) Two speci-
mens taken at Chateau Bay, Labrador, July 14th, 1891. (Norton.)
A'common summer resident in Newfoundland. (Reeks.) The most
abundant land bird in northeastern Labrador ; common wherever
there was any spruce scrub. (Bigelow.) 1 have six nestsand eggs of
this bird taken at Nachvak and Whale River, Ungava. (W. Raine.)
A very common summer resident in"New Brunswick; occurs more
frequently at Grand Manan during migration. (Chamberlain.) A
tolerably cgmmon spring and autumn migrant at Scotch Lake,
York Co..N.B. (W. H. Moore.) Common at Lake Mistassini,
northern Quebec. (/. M. Macoun.) Taken at- Beauport ; sum-
mer migrant in eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) A scarce transient
visitor at Montreal, both in spring 'and autumn. (Wirtle.)
First seen at'York Factory, Hudson Bay where it was abund-
ant and where a small series, including old of both sexes, and
young just from the nest, was taken, July 12th to 14th. About
the post at Churchill it was extremely abundant July 23rd to 30th,
but after passing north of that point we saw no more until our
return°'when ascending Hayes River. (Prebles) York Factory,
Hudson Bay. (Dr. R. Bell) 'Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay. (Clarke.)

A common migrant jn spring and fall at Ottawa. (Oftawa
Naturalist, Vol. V.) A sparrow that I have never seen in Ontario
in summer; neither did I observe it in June or July on the Mag-
dalen Islands. It commonly arrives in Ontario about the ¥5ti of
May, and is plentiful by the 1gth. It is very tame, frequenting
wood-piles and brush-heaps. In the fall I-have seen it on Wolfe
Island, near Kingston, in September, but it is not so familiar a
bird at that season. (Rev. C. J. Young.) A fairly common migrant
in the Parry Sound and Muskoka districts. (/. H. Fleming.)
Transient visitant at Penetanguishene, Ont. ; not very common.
(A: F. Young.)

A summer migrant in Manitoba, probably breeding in the north-
eastern region. (Zhompson-Seton.) Only seen at Indian Head as
a migrant between the gth and 20th May. They were quite com-
mon for some time. First seen on May 4th at Medicine Hat,

5
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Assa.; they were common by the gth, but were all gone by the
15th. On June 24th of thé same year they were common in all
the brush on the east enfl"of the Cypress Hills and were certainly’
breeding. First seen at Edmonton, Alta., May 7th, 1897 ; none
seen after thewgth. All were migrants. (Spreadborough.) First
noticed in numbers at Prince Albert, Sask., last spring (1899).
Probably common but irregular in its visits. (Cowbeaux.) This
species is a northern bird and breeds in all parts of the Northwest
Territories, arriving about the middle of May andsleaving early
in September. (Rickardson.) North to Fort Resolution on"Great
Slave Lake ; rare. (Ross.) . y \By A
MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Three; one taken at Wood Mountain, Assa., June, 1895, one at
Medicine Hat, §gsa., May, 1894y andpne at Banff, Rocky Moun-
tains, May, 1891,all by Mr. Spreadboroygh

Eggs; seven sets ; four sets of four egch taken at Whale River,
Ungava, in June, 1896 by G. Bouchier; one set of four takerz
Fort Chimo, Ungava, in June, 1894. by G. Bouchier; one set\of
four taken at Nachvak, Labrador, in June, 1896, byj Geer; oue

" set of three taken on an island in James Bay, June 23rd, 1896/by
Mr. Spreadborough.

554a. Gambel’s Sparrdéw,

Zonotrichia leucophrys gambelii RiDGW. 1899.

I was surprised to find that the white-crowned sparrows of the
Mouse (Souris) River were the variety instead of typical Zleuco-
phrys, but such was the case, as shown beyond question by some
of the specimens taken with pérfeqg head-dress ; found also in
the Rocky Mountains in the/autumn where they possibly breed.
(Coues.) North to Lapierre’s House on the Mackenzie River.
(Ross.) This was common -as a migrant at Indian Head in
1892, and at Medicine Hqt, Assa., in May, 1894. About forty
miles southwest of Calgary this species was rather common.
A nest was taken June 28th having five fresh eggs, placed
at te root of a clump of willows; on Moose Mountain, at
6,000 feet altitude, foungy a nest with six fresh eggs, the
same day another nest was taken at 7,500 feet, containing three
young, and two eggs; common in the foothills from Calgary
south &\o Crow’'s(Nest Pass ; common from Prairie Creek, Alta.,
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/

to the Henry House, 1898; very common and breeding at Banff,
Rocky Mountains, in 1891 ; first seen April 23rd at Penticton
Lake Okanagan, B.C., where they became’ common ; very
abundant at Revelstoke, B.C., in April, 1890; oy"e seen at Trailnear
the 49th payallel, 1902, nearly all the specimens taken were males;
in May many were breeding in burnt wodds all around the town;
rather commown- at Sicamous, B.C., in July, 1889, and at Kam-
loops and Spence’s Bridge also. (Spreadborough.) Two were
seen at Lake Okanagan, B.C., Decembér 16th, 1898. Common
migrant at Chilliwack, B.C. (Brooks.) During migration this race
is sparingly scattered as far west as Vaficpuver Island, where I
took two specimens. It}ecomcs more ffequent on the weStern
slope of the Coast Rangé, and in the interior I found it breeding
at higher latitudes and altitudes. (Rhoads.) Rare spring and
fall migrant in British Columbia. -(Streator.) 1 found this bird
very common east of the Coast Range.. (Fannin.) Descending
from the bleak snow-covered rocks of White Pass we reached
Portage on June 14th, a country of more luxuriant vegetation.
Here this sparrow appeared and continued with us to Circle
City, Alaska. (Bishop.) Everywhere in Alaska, the presence of
bushes and timber is an almost certain indication of this bird’s
presence in summer. (MNelson.) This species is quite abundant
among the alder patches on all parts of the island of St. Michael
and breeds in considerable numbers. (Zurner) This bird occurs
at Point Barrow only as a straggler. Only a single individual
was taken. (Murdoch.) Occasigpally seen on the high grounds
of Kenai Mountains, Alaska, a ﬁ:ﬁw huntred feet above timber
line. (Chapman.) A few of Gambel’s sparrows were observed
in the vicinity of Cape Blossom, Kotzebue Sound, int July. They
were always seen in brush’/patches or at their borders, just as is the
cgse in winter in southern California. (Grimnell) One female
specigen taken at Point Barrow, Alaska, is typical in every way.
(Witmer Stone.)

BREEDING NoTES.—The following spring the arrival of Gam-
bel’s sparrow‘,‘af indicated by its beautiful song, was in the even-
ing of MayZTst, and the species soon became common. The
song is a clear sad stgain of five syllables, and with rising inflect-
tion. In the Kowak® delta on the 11th June, I obtained a set of
six eggs in which incubation had commenced. The nest was_sunk

5%
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into a hummock of moss on the ground under some alder bushes
on a hillside. A clump of dead grass partly concealed it from
view. It consisted of dry grasses, lined with finer grass and black
rootlets. The eggs are pale Nile blue, rather evenly covered with
irregularly-outlined spots of chocolate and vinaceous. They are
ovate, and measure ‘83 x "63, ‘81 x ‘62, ‘86 x 63, ‘85 x *64, ‘83 x ‘62,
and *76 x ‘60, the latter being a runt egg. (Grinnell.)

The intermediate sparrow breeds in great numbers in the
wooded sections of Anderson district. The nests were nearly
always placed on the ground, in the tufts or tussocks of grass,
clumps of Labrador tea (Ledum palustre), and amid stunted
willows. They were composed of fine hay and lined with deer
hair, occasionally mixed with a few feathers. Several were
made entirely of the finer grasses. The usual number of eggs was
four, but a lot contained as many as five and six. Upwards of
one hundred nests were collected in the region referred to.
(Macfarlane.) On June 13th, 1893, at Banff, Rocky Mountains, I
came across a nest and five eggs of this species; it was built at the
side of a grassy mound and- made ,of dried grass lined with hair.
At Peel River, Arctic Americayon June 2nd, 1898, Rev, C. E.
Whittaker found a nest and four eggs built in a patch of moss on
the ground. (W. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-seven; four taken at In(‘ian Head, Assa.,in September,
1891; 4hree at Medicine Hat, Assa¥ in May, 1894; one at Edmon-
ton, Alta., May 8th, 1897, and one on Bragg’s Creek, below Cal-
gary, June 28th, 1897 ; one at Banff, Rocky Mountains, May,
1891; six at Revelstoke, B.C., April, 1890; one ;ttﬁ*)‘cncc's Bridge,
B.C., May, 1889; ten at Penticton, B.C., in April and May, 1903,
all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

5546. Nuttall’s Sparrow.

Zonotrichia leucophrys nuttalli RipGwAy. 1899.

Common about the prairies and open timbered spots. (Lord.)
West of the Coast Range, especially on the coast; this is the most
abundant small bird in the neighbourhood of Victoria. (Fannin.)
Rare migrant at Chilliwack. (Brooks.) Taken at Agassiz and
Yale in May, 1889; observed five at the mouth of Tami Hy Creek,

\
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Chilliwack valley ; very abundant at Huntington, B.C., on Sept.
oth, 1901, feeding on thistle seed; first seen on April 10th, at Vic-l
toria, but common by April 17th, 1893 ; nest found May 11th on
the ground, made of dry grass, lined with hair and containing three
eggs ; a summer resident on all parts of Vancouver Island, they
do not appear to be.common at Comox. (Spreadborough.) A very
commgn species on Vancouver Island; it was abundant on road-
sides and in fields at Salt Spring Island and Comox in May, 1887.
(Macoun.) A very abundant summer resident on the coasts of
British Columbia. (Rkoads.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nine ; five taken at Hfintington, B.C,, in September, 1901; four
on Vancouver Island in April, 1893, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

One set of five eggs taken on Beacon Hill, Victoria, Vancouver
Island, May 16th, 1890, by Mr. J. Fannin.

557. Golden-crowned Sparrow.

Zonotrichia coronata (PALL.) BAIRD. 1858.

Common about the prairies and open fitmbered spots. (Lord.)
A very abundant spring and fall migrant. (Streator.) An abundant
summer resident. (Fanmin.) Not common ; migrating in the
lower Fraser valley ; breeds on the mountain tops at timber line.
(Brooks.) Quite rare at Hastings, Agassiz, and Vancouver in April,
1889 ; not rare on Vancouver Island at Victoria in spring, seen for
the first time April 27th, in 1893, by May gth they had disappear-
ed. “(Spreadborough.) Abundant at Salt Spring Island and Comox
in May, 1887. (Macoun.) In abundant flocks during our stay at
Goldstream, Vancouver Island. Iam inclined to doubt Mr. Fan-
nin’s statement that they are resident on Vancouver Island and
would restrict their southern range in summer to the Queen Char-
lotfe Islands. (Rhkoads.) At English Bay, near Vancouver City
saw a flock of nearly 100 May 4th, 1890; very common on Sumas
prairie in October of the same year. (£. F. G. White.)

A few of these sparrows were seen and heard on August 21st
in brush among spruces back of our camp on the Kowak River,
Kotzebue Sound. They were not common at any time. (G¥innell.)
Common in the low, second growth brush about the jvillage of
Hope, Cook’s Inlét, Alaska ; also occasignally seen on the moun-

|
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tains there. (Osgood.) This sparrow . found on the heights
above Glacier near Skagway and was common at White Pass
summit and continued to Portage, B.C. A nest almost finished
was found in a conifer at Summit Lake, June 12th. (Bishop.)
Seen at Kenai Mountains and at Homer, Alaska. Was not seen
until late summer at Homer when it became very common. (Chap-
man.) The last of May, from the 25th to the 3oth, it arrives- in
the vicinity of St. Michael,and breeds sparingly along the Behring
Sea coast of the territory, and more rarely on the shores of
Kotzebue Sound. From the peninsula of Alaska south to Puget
Sound it is a common summer resident; its range extends beyond
the Arctic Circle. (Nelson.) A pair of these birds was shot in
June, 1876, on the western end of Whale Island, near St.Mip}mc];

they are not common in the interior. (Zurner.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four ; three taken at Victoria, Vancouver Island in April 1893;
one taken at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., April 24th, 1889, all
&y Mr. Spreadborough.

558. White-throated Sparrow.

Zonotrichia albicollis (GMEL.) SWAINS, 1837.

Reported by Stearns as common and breeding in southern
Labrador; Audubon states that this species is common, and that
they saw young late in July; Drexler obtained this species at
Moose Factory on May 31st, 1860; Verrill reports this species as
far the most common singing bird on Anticosti. (Packard.) Two
specimens| taken at Chateau Bay, Labrador, July 14th, 189I.
(Norton.) A common summer migrant in Newfoundland. (Reeks.)

, Fairly common along the Humber River, Newfoundland, 1899.
(Louis H. Porter.)

An abundant summer resident in Nova Scotia. (Downs.)
Not uncommon on Sable Island in the spring and autumn of 1go2.
(James Bouteillier.) Common at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape
Breton Island, N. S., July, 1898 ; not uncommon at Brackley
Beach, Prince Edward Island, nests taken June, 1888. (Macoun.)
This bird so characteristic of the Canadian fauna, is less abundant
than the ubiquitous juncos, but on account of its loud and striking
song is far better known to the average inhabitant of Prince
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Edward Islan&. ?l)u'ighl.) Breeding abundantly at Sydney, Cape
Breton Island. (C. R. Harte.) Common from May to October
at Wolfville, King’s Co., N.S. (H. Tufts.)

A common summer resident in New Brunswick. (Chamberiain.)
An abundant summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B.
(W. H. Moore.) Abundant in the Restigouche valley, N.B. (Brittain
& Cox.) Common on the Magdalen Islands; nesting about the
last of June. (Biskop.) Everywhere about the Gulf of St. Law-
rence, save on the wind-swept Magdakens, this bird was an
abundant species, (Brewster) Common at Lake Mistassini
in northgrn Quebec. (/. M. Macoun.) Taken at Beauport; a
common resident in eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) A common
summer resident at Montreal. Breeds in Mount Royal Park.
Observed here from April 24th to October 30th. (Wintle.)

A common summer resident at Ottawa and breeding. (Ottawa
Naturalist, Vol. V.) A common summer migrant in the Parry
Sound and Muskoka districts. (/. A. Fleming.) A very common
summer resident at Guelph, Ont. Arriving about April 20th and
leaving about October 30th. (A. B. Klugh.) Abundant everywhere
in Algonquin Park, Ont.; found a nest on the ground in a bunch
of grass, July 1s5th, 1900 ; eggs quite fresh. (Spreadborough.) A
common migrant but a rare breeder at London; found only in
openings in deep cedar swamps. Forty miles north of London
and in the Bruce peninsula it is quite common. (W.E. Saunders.)
A common summer resident at Penetanguishene, keeping well to
the deep swamps and probably breeds as they remain throughout
the summer. (4. F. Young.) - Common along the Moose River to
Moose Factory, James Bay ; none seen further north. (Spread-
borough.) Abundant throughout tfe region between Norway
House and York Factory, Hudson Bay. Itwas especially numer-
ous in the extensive tracts which'had been devastated by fire. A
few were noted, one of.which was collected at York Factory in
July, 1900; on our return trip a few were seen at Oxford Lake,
September 11th. (Prebles.) Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay. (Clarke.)

A common summer resident in ondlan(ls in Manitoba; found
breeding at Carberry, Shell River, Little: Boggy Creek and Duck
Mountain. (Zhompson-Seton.) Only seen at Indian Head, Assa.,be-

tween the gth and 20th May, 1892, when they all migrated to the

north; a few were observed at Moose Jaw and Old Wives’ Creek,
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Assa., in-May, 1895, but they soon disappeared. (Spreadborough.)
One of the most abundantbirds at Grand Rapids of the Saskatche-
wan; % breeds there in great numbers.(Nutting.) Thisspecies reaches
the Saskatchewan about the middle of May, and spreads through-
out the Northwest Territories up to Lat. 66° to breed. (Rickard-
son.) North to Fort Simpson on the Mackenzie River; rare.
(Ross.) First seen May 7th, 1888, near Calgary; common from
there to Edmonton and Athabasca Landing and up to Little
Slave River, down the Athabasca to Clearwater River, and up
that river to Methye Portage and thenceto Isle a la Crosse; it is
the chief bird the whole region. (/. M. Macoun.) First seen
at Edmonton, Alta., May 6th, 1897. Shortly after they became
common and remained to breed. Abundant from Lesser Slave
ake to Peace River Landing, Atha., Lat. §6° 15’, in June, 1903;
observed from Edmonton to the Pembina River in June, 1898/
Spreadborough.) ,
BREEDING NoTES. —Nest on ground among bushes, composed
of grass, weed stems and moss, lined with rootlets and fine grass.
Eggs 4, dull white, spots and splashes of brown and lavender.
(G. R. White.) 1 have observed that this bird is sparingly dis-
tributed throughout eastern Ontario through the summer. In
June, 1888, I found two nests on the rocky ground, two miles west
of the village of Renfrew, Ont., one in a small thick bush, the
other among grass, etc., on the ground. During ten years I ob-
served one pair close to Lansdowne, Ont., that by their manner
had young, though I did not succeed in finding the nest. 1 saw
one bird on the Magdalen Islands and have seen two nests taken
in 1899 near Mingan, Que., where it commonly breeds. (Rev. C. J.
Young.) 1 found a,nest of this bird May 24th, 86, in the park,built
in the roots of an up-turned tree stump, contalning four eggs,and
another nest May 30th, 1891, at Hochelaga woods containing three
eggs, built on the ground in a tussock of grass. (Wintle.) 1 took
a nest near Sand Lake on May 25th, 1897. It was placed under
some dead ferns on the flat, grassy bank of a stream, and was
lined with moose hair ; there were four eggs in the set. I took
a nest some years ago at Rosseau, built about three feet up in a
raspberry bush. (/. H. Fleming.) On June 8th, 1893, I found a
nest and eggs at Long Lake, Manitoba ; June 1gth, 1901, I found
two nests at Carleton Junctlen, 40 miles west of Ottawa. One
nest was on the ground, the other in a brush heap some distance
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above the ground. (W. Raine.) The nesting season of this species
is from May to August ; eggs from three to five in a set placed in
a snugly built nest of grasses,lined with finer grasses and hair,placed
in brush or onthe ground and well concealed; the birds show much
anxiety when one approaches the nest. The young when fledged
do not show white on the head or throat. (W. H. Moore) Near
Ottawa and at Lake Nominingue, 100 miles north of it. The
nest is found in woods, under branches, in a bed of green moss or
sometimes in a bush. It is built of coarse grasses, rotten wood,
dried leaves and usually green moss. The lining is fine grass or
hairs. The set is of three or four eggs laid in June or July.
(Garneaun.) In June, 1903, two nests of this species were found by
the writer in a swampy thicket near Ottawa; one was in a clump
of dead Carex stems (Carex riparia) and the other in a very old
brush-heap. (Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

[en; one purchased with the Hblman collection in 1885 ; one
taken at Ottawa in May, 1886, by Mr.E.F.G.White; three taken at
Ottawa by Mr. F. A. Saunders in September, 1890; three takenat
Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun ; two by Mr. W. Spread-
borough at Edmonton, Alta., in May, 1897.

One set of four eggs taken at Wolfville, N.S., June 12th, 1894,
by Mr. Tufts.

CCIII. SPIZELLA DBONAPARTE. 1832,

530. Tree Sparrow.

Spisella monticola (GMEL.) BAIRD. 1858,

Common throughout Labrador. Breeds plentifully at Fort
Chimo, where eggs and nests were taken. (Packard) None
seen on_James Bay until a little north of Fort George when they
ln-c;nm\mmnon. Very abundant across Ungava from Rich-
mond Gulf to Fort Chimo in the summer of 1896. (Spreadborough.)
Rather uncommon in northeastern Labrador, but widely distri-
buted. I observed a good many at Port Manvers, Lat, 57°.
(Bigelow.) A common winter visitor in Nova Scotia. (Downs.)
Fairly common in winter at Wolfville, King's Co., N.S. (H. Tufts.)
A regular winter visitor in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) A
winter visitor at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B.: tolerably common
in some localities. (W. H. Moore.) Two seen at Parrsboro, N.S.,
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in company with three slate-colored juncos on Jan. 25th, 18g9.
(Morvell.) Quite common at Lake Mistassini, northern Quebec, 559a.
breeding in 1885. (/. M. Macoun.) Taken at Beauport; a winter
visitor in eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) A transient but common
visitant at Montreal; observed here in spring from April 7th to
28th, and in the autumn from October 25th to November 7th.
(Wintle.)

A common migrant in spring and fall at Ottawa. (Otlawa
Naturalist, Vol. V.) A northern breeder, common in Ontario in
the early spring, where it is one of the first birds to come. (Rev.
C. J. Young.) A regular winter resident in the Parry Sound and
Muskoka districts ; common at Sand Lake in October, 1g00. from ¢
(/. H. Fleming.) A common migrantat London, Ont.; a few are R
found most winters in sheltered places. (W. E. Saunders.) Win- south,
ter visitor at Guelph, Ont. (A. B. Klugh.) A rare and transient
visitor at Penetanguishene, Ont. (4. F. Young.)
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No tree sparrows were observed in summer during either season,
(1873-74) and I think none breed as far south as this. They
appear in numbers with the general migfation which brings the
northern fringillines, and which reachey this latitude about the
1st of October@ )(Cones.) Abundant migrant in Manitoba‘ fre-
quenting .thickets. It commonly frequent¥ thick copses rather
than trees, and its general habits would entitle it to be called
scrub sparrow rather than tree sparrow. (Zhompson-Seton.) First
seen at York Factory Hudson Bay, where the species was rather
common, and a young bird not long from the nest was taken July
12th, 1900. It was abundant-at Fort Churchill July 24th to 3oth,
and we took a series at that point. Many were noted on the
‘“ barren grounds,” 50 miles south of Cape Eskimo, August 4th to
8th. On our return trip several were seeg at Duck Point, Phay-
green Lake. (Prebles.) Fort Churchill, Hudsof Bay. (Clarke.)
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550a. Western Tree Sparrow.

Spizella monticola ochracea BREWsT. 1882,

Very common in the spring at Indian Head, Assa.; first seen at
Medicine Hat, Assa., April 10th, 1894, and all were gone by the
18th ; rare at Edmonton, Alta., in April, 1897 ; the bulk of the
migration had passed before I reached there ; a few observed at
Lesser Slave Lake, and one individual at Peace River Landing in
Lat. 56° 15’ in June, 1903; rathercommon at Penticton, B.C,, early
in April, 1903; quite common at Revelstoke, B.C., in April, 1891,
feeding on the ground up to April 17th, when they disappeargd;
from the crossing of the McLeod River, October 6th, 1898, to
Edmonton, Alta., the species was common, evidently passing
south. (Spreadborough.) Common at Athabasca Landing, go miles
fromf Edmonton, May 24th, 1888. (/.M. Macoun.)

" This little bird arrives in small flocks on the \Saskatchewan in
the third week in. April, and after a short halt proceeds further
north to breed. (Rickardsomn.) North to Lapiérre’s House on
the Mackenzie River; abundant. (Ress.) This is perhaps the
most abundant sparrow found breeding in the valley of Anderson
River, as is evidenced by the number of nests, two hundred and
sixteen, secured. Most of them were found @n the ground and
others on dwarf willows at a height of one to four feet. Four/nd
five eggs and sometimes as many as six and seven appeared/fo be
the complement. (Macfariane.)

Regular summer visitor. (Lord.) Migrant; not comghon at
Chillimack ; a few stay all winter at Llake Okanagan, B.C.; a few
bred at Barkerville, Cariboo district, B.C., 19o1. (Brooks.) Taken
on Vancomver Island by. A. H. Maynard. (Fanmn.) At Haine'’s
Mission, Lynn Canal, I took a female June 2nd, 1899. At Cariboo
Crossing, Lat. 60°, B.C., we took two pairs June 2gth, one of them
with a nest containing three fresh eggs. The nest was buried in
moss at the foot of a clump of willows in a willow swamp near the
lake; it was composed of fine dry grasses, lined with feathers
covered externally with a thick coating of living moss. It was
occasionally seen the whole length ‘of the Yukon River to St.
Michael. (Bishop.)' \The western tree sparrow was numerous at
Cape Blossom, Kotgebue Sound, Alaska. The patches of
stunted willow and alder back among the hills seemed to be
particularly favoured by this species, and in such localities full-




490 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA.

fledged young and moulting adults were found in the latter part
of July. (Grinnell.) This species is very common, especially
along the coast of Behring Sea, and of all the birds that frequent
bushes this is, the most common to the north. (Nelson.) This
species arrive at St. Michael and remains about two and o;\c-
half months. It breeds in the alder thickets that skirt the small
lakes and low grounds. It is quite common. (Zurner.) One speci-
men taken at Homer, Kenai Peninsula, Alaska, September 8th,
1901. (Chapman.)

BreEDING NoTES.—In the Kowak delta on the 14th and 15t\h
of June I took a set of five and one of six slightly incubated eggs,
respectively. The two nests were similarly placed in the tops of
clumps of grass at the edge of a marsh about six inches above the
water. The nest proper consists of closely-matted broad dry
grass blades and stems, while the lining is entirely of white
ptarmigan feathers, though not one shows above the rim. The
deeply cup-shaped cavity is thus pure white, though when the bird
was sitting she entirely concealed it. The internal diameter of
the nest is 200, depth, 1'90; external diameter, 480, depth,
2'60. 1e” ground colour of the egg iy very pale blue. The

set of "six is quite uniformly and thickly spotted with liver-
brown and vinaceous tints. One egg of the set of fiveNis like
them, but the others are wreathed at the large ends with confluent
markings of trc same colours, while the Fest of the surface is very

finely dotted gnd blurred with a pale brown tint; so as to nearly
obscure the ground colour. The eleven eggs average ‘74 x '57.
(Joseph Grinngll.) 1 have several sets of eggs from the Mackenzie
delta ; a negf and five eggs was fodlhd by Rev.C.E. Whittaker on
June 18th,/1goo at Peel River; another nest with five 'eggs was
found at the foothills of the Black Mguntains by Mr. Stringer on
June 13th, 1899; another clutch of four eggs was found, west side
of Mackenzie delta by Mr. Stringer on June 8th, 1899 ; the nests
are mafte of dried grass warmly lined with feathers and were built
on mdssy knolls on the ground. (W. Raine.)
- .
MUSEUM SRECIMENS.

Fifteen ; five taken at Indian Head, Assa., in April, 1892, and

September, 1891 ; four at Medicine Hat, Assa.,,in April, 1894 ;

four at Revelstoke, B.C., in April, 1890, and t&o at Penticton,

B.C., April gth, 1903 ; all by Mr. Spreadborough.
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560. Chipping Sparrow.
Spizella socialis (WiLs.) Bonap. 1838. o

A common summer migrant in Newfoundland. (Reeks.) Com-
mon summer resident in Nova Scotia. (Downs.) Common at Syd-
ney, Cape Breton Island. (C. R. Harte) Very common from

‘May to September at Wolfville, King’s Co., N.S. (H. 7ufts.) Com-
mon at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape Breton Island, N.S., July,
1898 ; quite common at Brackley Point, Prince Edward Island,
June, 1888. (Macoun.) Not a common species and only occasion-
ally observed on Prince Edward Island. (Dwight) A common
summer resident in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) Common
summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (W. H. Moore.)
Rare in the Restigouche valley ; only seen in the neighbourhood
of Campbellton, N,B. (Brittain & Cox.) Seen only at Gaspé,
Quebec, where it was common. (Brewster.) Common in eastern
Quebec, in summer. (Dionne.) An abundant summer resident at
Montreal. Breeds in the city and in Mount Royal park. I have
found their nests with eggs from May 21st to July 22nd, and have
observed this sociable little bird here from April 23rd to Septem-
ber 28th. (Wintle.)

A common'summer resident in and around Ottawa ; breeds.in
the city. (Ottatva Naturalist, Vol. V.) Very common everywhere
in Ontario. (Rev. C.J. Young.) A common summer resident in
Parry Sound and Muskoka districts ; usually*breefling about the
settlements. (/. H. Fleming.) Abundant sumnier resident at
Guelph, Ont.; arrives about April 20th and l('él)\'(’S about October
2oth. (A. B. Klugh.) A pair bred near the buildings at Cache
Lake, Algonquin Park, Ont., June, 1900. (Spreadborough.) A breed-
ing summer resident at Penetanguishene, Ont. (A4.F.Young.) Much
less common in the city* of London, Ont., than it was 20 years
ago ; but still fairly common over the whole country. (W.E.
Saunders.) One observed at God Lake, Moose River, May 3oth,
1896 ; common at Moose Factory, June gth ; none seen further
north. (Spreadborough.) A few chipping sparrows were seen
about the post at Norway House, one of which was collected. We
also met with them aboyt the buildings at Oxford House and saw
one or two on an gland/in Knee Lake, July, sth, 1900 ; none seen
further north. (Pred7es.)

Specimens of this very common and familiar species were taken

in the Rocky Mountains, and it was observed at other points
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where none were secured. (Coues.) This species is quite rare in
Manitoba. The earliest record I have is April 10th, 1882, but this
was the only one seen at the time, and it wasfu)ly two weeks be-
fore others appeared. I found one nest in a little spruce tree, but
_ was too late as the Bifls had flown. The nest is almost invariably
lined with horse hair, whence the other common name * hair
bird.” (Zhompson-Seton.) Very abundagt both at Grand Rapids
and Chemawawin, North Saskatchewan River, at the latter place
they' were feeding largely onthe seeds of aquatic plants on the
margin of the slough east of the village. (MNutting.) Not com-
mon at Indian Head, Assa., in the spring of 1892 ; first seen at
Medicine Hat, Assa., May gth, 1894, after that they became ¢om-
mon, but decreased in numbers towards the end of the month ;
in 1895 none were seen until we reached Milk River late in July;
they were in profusion at Pend d’Orielle, at Castellated Rocks,
St. Mary’s River and Waterton Lake, foothills of Rocky Moun-
tains ; awvery common resident at Edmonton and southward in
foothills to Crow’s Nest Pass; saw one individual at the crossing
of McLeod River, June 19th, 1898; common at Jasper Lake, Yel-
lowhead Pass, July 2nd ; common:. from Lesser Slave Lake
to Peace River Landing, Atha., Lat. §6° 15’ in June, 1903.
(Spreadborough.) Abundant along the trail l)ctweeh Edmonton
and Athabasca Landing,but rather rare onthe Athabasca; common
up the Clearwater River and between Methye Portage and Isle a la
Crosse. (J. M. Macoun.) Not uncommon but much less abund-
ant than the tree sparrow around Prince Albert, Sask.; breeding
in the region. (Cowubeaux.) Northto Fort Simpson on the Mac-
kenzie River ; abundant. (Ross.) Several specimens of this spar-
row were obtained from Fort Yukon in June, 1876. (Zurner.) 1
would refer all British Columbia specimens collected by myself
and Mr. Streator, including those from the coast, to social/is with
the exception possibly of six skins collected at Ashcroft. (Rhoads.)
Common at Donald on the Columbia River, B.C.,May 20oth, 1894.
(&. F. G. Wiate.)

JREEDING NOTES.—Nesting in low trees and shrubs; quite
cokm n around Ottawa., Nest composed of fine dried grass
linC(\l\ with hair. Eggs, four or five. \\\Bluish, speckled with
blacki$h-brown and purple. (G. R. W/u‘tv.)\"I With us from last of
April to October. The nests are built ig apple trees or small
spruces, and made of grasses lined with hair. The eggs number
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One summer some nests were found to have
their eggs broken in them. It was some time before I could find
out the cause. At last one mbrning, when sitting in view of a
nest on an apple tree, a fine male of this species was seen to
deliberately pick a hole in the shell of an egg and drink its con-
tents. I then surmised that it was this bird that was doing all
on the mischief. (W. H. Moore.) This species nests in bushes or
on the middle branches of large trees at Ottawa.
composed of rootlets and lined with hairs.

from three to five.

The nest is
(Garneau.)

J MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven ; two taken at Ottawa in September, 1891, by Mr. F. A,
Saunders; one at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun; one at
London, Ont., by Mr. W. E. Saunders, May 4th, 1885; three taken
at Medicine Hat, Assa., in May, 1894, by Mr. Spreadborough.

Two sets of four eggs each, taken at Ottawa on May 31st and
24th, 1899, by Mr. A. L. Garneau.

560¢. Western Chipping Sparrow.

Spizel¥ socialis arizone Cougs. 1872.

Regular summer visitor in British Columbia. (Zord.) Found
only in the interior, where it breeds abundantly. (S#eator.) An
abundant summer resident east and west of the Coast Range;
breeds in the neighborhood of Victoria. (Fanmin.) Common
summer resident at Chilliwack. (Brooks.) Six skins taken at
Ashcroft, B.C., are considered intermediate between this and the
eastern form. (Rhoads.) This species found to be common at
Banff and breeding in the summgr of 1891 ; not uncommon at
Revelstoke and in ]{aglc Pass in* May, 1890; further down the
Columbia River at Deer Park and Robson it was quifg«common
and seemed to increase to the south; quite common at Kamloops
and Spence’s Bridge in 1889 ; observed several individuals at
Chilliwack, B.C., in the spring of 1Qo1; a few seen at Penticton in
April, 1903; first seen at Victoria,%ancnuvcr Island, April 26th,
1893, quite common by May gth ; an abundant summer resident
at Victoria, Nanaimo and Cognox. (Spreadborough.)

) BREEDING NOTES.—Common summer resident near the Inter-
national Boundary at Ttail, B.C.; found a mest and three eggs
June sth, 1902, in a small bush about 18 inches from the ground,
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made of dried grass and lined with hair. _(Spreadborough.) We
found this species daily from Log Cabin‘en the White Pass to
Dawson on the Yukon, Lat. 64° 15', between June 15th and August

We found a nest with four eggs at LLake Bennett,June

Ist, 1899.
Young

24th. Large young in a nest on Tagish Lake, June 30th.
able to fly wege met with at Marsh Lake, July sth, and a set of
three eggs on Thirty-mile River, July 18th. The nests were in
small spruces, one, fourinches, the other three feet from the
ground. Gambel’s sparrow, slate-coloured junco and this species
are, in point of numbers, the commonest sparrows on the Yukon
River. (Bishop.)
MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seventeen ; one taken at Canmore, Alta., May 25th, 1891; one at
Revelstoke, B.C., May 7th, 1890; one at Deer Park, Columbia
River, B.C., June 6th, 1890; six at 'I‘ruil,[near the l.ntcrn;ninnul
Boundary, B.C.,, in, May, 1902; one at Spence’s BMdge, B.C,,
May 29gth, 1889; t'r*v at Agassiz, B.C., May gth, 1889, one at Hast-
ings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., April 23rd, 1889; four at Victoria, Van-
couver Island, in May, 1893, and one at Penticton, B.C., April,
1903, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

561. Clay-Coloured Sparrow.

Spizella pallida (SWAINS.) BoNap. 1838,

On May ogth, 1894, while hunting in a field of small shrubs about
15 miles west of London, Ont., I saw a small sparrow sitting on
the top twig of a shrub, after the manner of the field sparrow and
saw him give a note whose author I was looking for. It proved
to be a Spizella pallida, the first recorded, I believe, in our prov-
ince, though they may yet be found inhabiting the northwestern
extremity, next to Manitoba. (W. E. Saunders.) The western
meadow lark, Brewer’s blackbird and the present species were the
chief birds I observed at Pembina to indicate an avi-fauna in any
wise different from that of the eastern province at large, and two
of these cannot be cansidered very strong marks since theyboth
occur some distance further eastward. (Cowes.) Very abugdant
summ@r resident in Manitoba on scrubby prairies and half ®pen
This small sparrow arrives in flocks about the 12th

N

~lowlands.
May. Its small size and pale-ashy hue will generally identify it

as it rambles over the scrubby part of the prairie.
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Seton.) This spesies was first seen at Indian Head, Assa., on
May 20th, 1892. In a few days after they wgre quite common,
and on June 7th I found a nest in a low bush lined with dried
grass and horse hair. This species is found everywhere on the
prairie wherever there is brush from Manitoba to the foothills of
the Rocky Mountains. It nests chiefly in rose bushes, but I have
found them on the ground at Frenchman’s River, under sage
brush (Artemisia cana). Nests were found at Spur Creek in the
sage brush as late as July 7th with fresh eggs. Common at
Canmore in the Bow valley, but scarce at Banff in the Rocky
Mountains in June, 18g1. First seen at Edmonton, Alta., May
31st; found a number of nests, all on the ground at the roots of
a little clump of willows; none of th® nests were more' than four
inches above the ground, and were made of dried gra¥s lined

with horse hair ; eggs from two to five in a set; common in the
foothills, 40 miles southwest of Calgary; common in all the open
country from Lesser Slave Lake to Peace River Landing, Lat.
56° 15" in June, 19g03; comn from Edmonton to Pembina River’
in June, 1898. (Spreadborofigh.) Three specimens secured at
Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan. (Nui#ting.) Commonly seen

in company with the tree sparrow and probably breeding around
Prince Albert, Sask. (Coubeauzx.) This species frequented the
farm-yard at Carlton House on/the Saskatchewan, and was as
sociable as the English house spprrow. (Richardson.) North of
Fort Resolution on Great Slave ak;;,‘ (Ross.)

BREEDING NoTES.—Upon my atrival, the 1st of June,the buntings
were all paired,the males were in full song, nidification was mostly
finished, and the eggs were about to be laid. The first specimen
procured, June 2nd, contained a fully formed egg. A nest t;\?]
June sth was scarcely completed. The first complement of eggs
was taken June 11th; it numbered four. I think the eggs are
mostly laid by the énd of the second week in June. The nest is
placed in bushes, generally within a few inches of the ground ;
it resembles that of the chipbird, though it is not so neatly and
artistically finished, and often lacks the horse-hair lining, which is
so constant and conspicuous a feature-of the latter ; in sige it
averages about three inches across outside by two in depth, Rith
a cavity two inches wide and one and a half inches deep ;%he
structure is of fine grasses and slender weed-stalks,with or without

6
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some fine rootlets, sometimes lined with hair, like the chippy'’s,

]

sometimes yith very fine grass tops; it is placed in a crotch of
the bush or in a tuft of weeds ; the copses of 'scrubby willows I

found to be favorite nesting places, though any of the shrubbery

along the river bank seemed to answer ; on those occasions when
I approached a nest containing eggs, the female fluttered silently
and furtively away, without venturing a protest; the eggs I found
in one case to be deposited daily till the complement was filled ;
they measure 062 in length by 0'50 in breadth on an average ;
the ground-colour is light dull green, sparsely but distinctly
speckled with some rich and other darker shades of brown, these
mirkings being chiefly confined to the larger end, or wreathed
about it, though there are often a few specks here and there over
the rest of the surface; from the earliness of the first sets of eggs,
I suppose that two broods may be reared each season. (Cowes.)
The spot chosen for their home is mostly in a low bush, not more
than a foot from the ground ; aggexception to this rule I have
noted five nests on the ground a#® one or two at a height of three
feet; it is a very slight structure, a good deal like that of a chip-
ping sparrow, but composed entirely of grass; when compared
with other tree nests it is conspicuously flimsy and light-coloured,
the latter effect being due to the absence of the black fibrous
roots so commonly used as lining; the eggs are among the most
beautiful of any produced by the sparrows; when first the discoverer
draws aside the bush and exposes the nest with its complement,
his feelings are as of finding an exquisite casket of jewels ; although
this is one of the most common of our sparrows, and although on
the scrubby plain between the Duck Mountain and the Assiniboine
in early June, I could have found as many as four or five nests in
an hour’s walk,.thc/trvasurc-tro\'v feeling in connection with the
eggs continues 1 full force. I infer from the above and other
observations that the shattuck bunting breeds twice, if not three
times each season with us; it leaves the ** big plain " aboutthe end
of September. (Zhompson-Seton.) Builds in rose bushes, snow-
berry and wolf-willows generally from one to two feet from the
ground ; in size it is about three inches indiameter, but the cavity
is less than two inches across. The nest is built of the stems of
finer grasses and quite an open structure lined inside with coarse
dark horse-hair, other nests were lined with white hair; in June.
1806, two nests were taken at Sewell, Manitoba, each contained
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four eggs and were built in bushes of dwarf birch, Betula glandu-
losa. (Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nineteen; one taken at Carberry, Manitoba, July 4th, 1892, by
E. Thompson-Seton; three taken at Indian Head, Assa., in Sep-
tember,1891, two at Old Wives’ Creek, Assa., in May, 1895, two at
Medicine Hat, Assa, in May, 1894, three at Edmonton, Alta.,
May, 1897, two at Peace River Landing, Atha., June, 1903, and
six at Canmore, Alta., in May, 1891.

Five sets of eggs; two sets of four each, taken at Edmonton,
Alta., May 31st and June 1st, 1897, one of four taken at Medicine
Hat,, Assa., June 1st, 1894, one of three taken at Trail, B.C., June
6th, 1902, all by Mr. Spreadborough; one set of four taken at
Grenfell, Manitoba by Mr. Richard Lake in June, 1894.

562. Brewer’s Sparrow.

Spizella breweri Cass. 1856.

Eastern slope of Coast Range and Rocky Mountain district;
also onthe SimilkameenRiver,B.C. (#annin.) One specimen taken
in the pine woods above Ashcroft, B.C. (Rhoads.) Two males
taken at 158-Mile House, Cariboo District, B.C., July 3rd, 1901.
(Brooks.)

563. Field Sparrow}

Spizella pusilla (WiLs.) Bonap. 1838.

An uncommon summer resident in Nova Scotia. (Downs.)
Several specimens seen October 4th, 1902, on Sable Island, N S.
(James Bouteillier.) A few specimens seen June 8th, 1902, at
Sydney, Cape Breton Island. (C. R. Harte.) A pair in breeding

/ Ll)lumagc was taken on Entry Island, Magdalen Islands, Gulf of

St. Lawrence, July 8th, 1887. (Bishop.) Of doubtful occurrence in
eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) A scarce summer resident at Montreal.
I have not secured a specimen as yet, but I believe I have come
across them on various occasions. (Wintle.)

In each of the years 1888, 1889 and 18g0 at least one individual
of this species has been observed several times through the sum-

mer. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) Not common in eastern

6
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Ontario. (Rev. C. J. Young.) Mr. Kay took one specimen at
Port Sydney, Muskoka district in the summer of 18g0: (/. H.
Fleming.) 1 have found this bird fairly plentiful in suitable
places around Toronto; and have met with it as early as April
Took two on April 22nd, 1899. They usually haunt waste

12th.
I know

ground in which occasional clusters of bushes are found.
of one spot of waste ground interspersed with small patches of
witch hazel and scrub oak, which is never without a few repre-
sentatives of this pretty little sparrow. Breeds here. Can easily
be identified at a considerable distance by its cinnamon-tipped
beak. (/. Hughes-Samuel) Locally distributed, but’ generally
common near [.ondon, Ont. Easily found by its song, but not
conspicuous otherwise. It nests both on the ground and in small
shrubs one to four feet from the ground. In my trips to the
Bruce Peninsula have seen but few of these birds, While at
Kazabazua, 40 miles north of Ottawa, it has been fairly common
at every'visit. Arrives at London about April 20th and departs
about October 2nd. (W. E. Saunders.)

Very rare summer resident, Red River settlement; breeding,
(D. Gunn.) Winnipeg; summer resident ; tolerably common.
(Hine) Have seen it west of Winnipeg. (R. H. Hunter) Qu’-
Appelle; common summer resident; breeds; arrives about April
15th, (Guernsey.) All the above references are taken from Thomp-
son-Seton’s ** Birds of Manitoba ” and it may be noted that none
are his own observations. My opinion from many years’ obser-
vation and correlation of other statements is that nc.'u'}\! all,if not
all the above refere. ces are erroheous, and that they apply to the
clay-coloured sparrow (Spisella pallida) which we know is abund-

ant, at least in western Manitoba. The latter, though abundant,

was not recorded by Guernsey, R. H. Hunter, nor Mr. Hine so
that in these three cases I am quite sure that the identification is

wrong, [ doubt very much the occurremce of this bird at Win-

nipeg. (Macoun.)

4

BREEDING NOTES.
roadside in a small bush.
nests ['found had fresh eggs in them in July.

this bird is unmistakable, being easilv recognized by its waxen-

coloured bill.  (Rev. C.J. Young.)

I have found the nest several times by the
It appears to be a late breeder as the
If closely observed
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4

at MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

H. Two; one taken at Port Stanley, Ont., August 12th, 1890, and
ble one taken at London, Ont., April 18th, 1892, both by Mr. W. E.
pril Saunders. 4

iste One set of four eggstaken at Toronto by Mr. W. Raine, May

1oth, 1894; another set of four taken near Toronto by Mr. G.
Dippie, May 20th, 1893.

10W
5 l)t
Pr(“
sily CCIV. JUNCO WAaGLER. 183I.
ped
ally 567. Slate-coloured Junco.
not '
" Junco hyemalss (1.LINN.) ScL. 1857,
mt‘;“_ Not observed in the Ungava district of Labradgr; but common
s &t in the-eastern and southern portions. Breeds at Davis Inlet and
aon Rigdlet. (Packard.) Observed one individual on Moose River, June
barts 7th, 1896; one on James Bay, June 18th; found a pair breeding
at Fort George; only seen twice in crossing Ungava from
Richmond Gulf to Fort Chimo. (Spreadborough.) 1.ocally com-
ding . mon as far as the tree line in northeastern Labrador, particularly
mon. at Aillik. | (Bigelow.) Two specimens taken at Northwest River,
Ou'’- Labrador,| July 28th, 1891. (Neorton.) A summer migrant and
‘\in'il i tolerably ¢ommon in New foundland. (Reeks.) A few-individuals
omp- seen ;1]()11g\1l1(' Hmber River, Newfoundland, 1899. (Lowis H.
none ® orter.) A\ few (Specimens were seen on Sable Island; N.S, in
ybser- April and ”“{ ivf June, but on October 4th and 23rd, 1902, they
if not \\H'v'qnitv numerous. 1/4171( s Bouteillier.)
to the Very common througfiout Nova Scotia: breedls everywhere.
bund- (Downs.) Seen several times during the wintesy at Parrsboro,
Cumberland Co., N.S.; migrants arrived at Shylee on March
18th, and in a few days were abundant. (Morrell.) uite common
on Cape Breton Island, N.S., July and August, 1898, nests taken
on Smoky Mountain, August 1st, and at Margarge, July 16th;
common along Rustico Bay, Prince Edward Istafd, June 29th,
v the 1888. (Macoun.) Very abundant at Sydney, ‘L'.’ipv Breton
as the Island. (C. R. Harte.) Very common from March to November
cerved at Wolfville, Kings Co., N.S. (H. 7ufts.) Next to the Savanna
Ja—— sparrow this is probably the most abundant bird on Prince

wdant,
ne so
il)l\ i\

Win-

Edward Island. It is found everywhere—in door yards, in open

fields, fern-clothed clearings, even deep woods. Its nest is on
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the ground, preferably under something—the bottom\rail of a
fence or a hole in spme grassy bank. Young were just Beginning
to fly June 23rd .'mG a week later nests with fresh eggs indicated
a second laying. (Dwight) Very common summer resident in
New Rrunswick. (Chamberiain.) An abundant summer resident
at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (W. H. Moore.) Very common
in the Restigouche valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.) Breeds, but
is irregwdarly distributed on the Magdalen Islands. (Bishop.) Of
general and uniform distribution on the shores and islands of the
Gulf of St. Lawrence. (Brewster.) Abundant in summer at Lake
Mistassini, northern Quebec. (/. M. Macoun.) Taken at Beau-
port; common summer resident in eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) An
abundant summer resident at Montreal. Breeds in Mount Royal
park. 1 have found their nests, with eggs, from May 17th to
June 19th, and have observed them here from March 2gth to
October 25th; Q(‘i\()n one occasion I saw two here—Dec. 24th,
1882. (Wintle.)

A common summer and autumn migrant. A few remain to
breed around Ottawa. (Qttewa Naturalist, Vol. V.) 1 notice
that this bird is a commoyg spring and autumn migrant in eastern
Ontario. Numbers of l}x‘m arrive in the latter part of Septemb-r
and are met with commonly in clearings and stubble fields during
October. In the spring they re-appear early in April and con-,
tinue through the month. A few breed in the county of Renfrew,
and I have met with the nest in June. 1 have not noticed that
it breeds along the St. Lawrence, though I have watched for itin
suitable localities. It breeds sparingly on the Magdalen Islands
as well as at Pictou, Nova Scotia. (Rev. C. J. Young.) A common
breeding summer resident in the Parry Sound and Muskoka dis-
tricts; very fond of nesting near old bush roads. (/. H. Fleming.)
A few remain around Toronto every winter. (/. Hughes-Samuel.)
Abundant everywhere atong the Parry Sound Railway within the
Algonquin Park, Ont.; young ones were able to fly by June 1gth,
1900 ; nests were found on the ground near logs and another
beneath a tuft of grass on July 15th, 1900. (Spreadborough.) l.on-
don seems to be nearly the southern limit of this species; here it
is rare in summer, but at Bryanston, 15 miles northeast it is fairly
common in the same class of woods; and in north Bruce it is
quite common. There have been two or three seasopgin the last
twenty years when it has been noted regularly throughout the
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summer, but as a rule it is only found in large cedar swamps and
even then in small numbers. Although nesting usually on the
ground one nest was found.here 10 feet above the ground in a
thicket of vines against a brick wall and contained five eggs, an
unusually large set. Nests on the ground are almost invariably
made on sloping ground and the nest placed well back in an ex-
cavation. (W. E. Saunders.) Abundant during migrations at
Guelph, (mt., especially in'spring, common in winter and scarce
in summer. (A. B. Klugh.) A common and breeding summer
resident at Penetanguishene, Ont. (4. F. Young.)
A-specimen was taken June 20th at Norway Houfe, where the
species was common ; another was secured July 3rd, one of a
number seen in the spruce and tamarack woods about Oxford
House, and the species was again observed while we were ascend-
ing Steel River, September 1st.. (Prebles.) Fort Churchill, Hud-
son Bay. (Clarke.) The snowbird appeared along the Mouse
(Souris) River about the 4hiddle of September in troops as usual
and at once become abundant. These specimens were pure
hyemalis. (Coues.) An abundant migrant in Manitoba, frequent-
ing thickets and hillsides. A few 'may breed in the northern part
of the province. (Zhompson-Seton.) This species was first seen
April 4th,1892, at Indian Head, Assa.,and disappeared by the 15th
May, none seemed to breed here; first seen at Medicine Hat,
Assa., on April 10th, 1894, and later in the month a few more ;
a common speefes at Edmonton and south in the foothills to
Crows’ Nest Pass; abundant from mouth of Lesser Slave River to
Peace River Landing, Lat. §6°, 15’, June, 1903; common from Ed-
monton to Yellowhead Pass,Rocky Mountains,June, 1898. (Spread-
borough.) Abundant at Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan where it
was breeding; nests in thick bushes along the river bank opposite
the fort. (Nutting.) Very abundant migrant at Prince Albert,Sask.,
in spring and fall but never seen in -summer, (Coubeaux.) First
noticed May gth, 1888, at Red Deer Rivernorth of Calgary; com-
mon from that point to Edmonton and Athabasca Landing and
up to Little Slave River; rare down the Athabasca River to Fort
McMurray; not seen at all on the Clearwater River until Methye
Portage was reached; very common on the portage and from there
tg Isle a la Crosse. (J. M. Macoun.) Rare straggler at Chilliwack;
have taken it twice. (Brooks.) This bird is merely a summer
resident of the Northwest Territories and 1S hot common nor was
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it seen by us beyond Lat. §7°. (Rickardson.) North to Fort Good
Hope on the Mackenzie ‘River. (Ross.) This species breeds in
the forest and to the border of the * barrens "’ where several birds,
nests and eggs, were secured; the nests were always on the ground
and made with fine hay lined with deer hair. (‘Macfariane.)

This is one of the rarest sparrows visiting Behring Sea ; it is,
however, much more numerous in the interior and is found along
the entire course of the Yukon at the mouth of which it breeds ;
it extends its summer range along the Norton Sound shore of
Behring Sea and the coast of the Arctic about Kotzebue Sound,
yet there is no record of it having been taken on the coast of
southeastern Alaska, nor does it occur on any of the islands of
Behring Sea. (Nelson.) This species is rarely common at St.
Michael; it is seen only in May and November. (Zurner.) Thisis
a straggler at Point Barrow, only one specimen being taken on
May 24th, 1883, which was a male. (Murdockh.) At the time of
our arrival at our winter camp on the Kowak, and up to the gth
September, juncos were seen nearly every day, though not more

than five at a time ; they were always met with in the deep spruce’

woods; the last were seen on the 12th September; in the following
spring they were noted on the 23rd May ; they were never
numerous, two pairs being the most that were seen in half a day’s
hunt ; this species was not noted further down the Kowak than
near the mouth of the Squirrel River, where a pair was seen on
June 8th. (Grinnell) Common at Hope 6n Cook’s Inlet, Alaska,
in August, 1900. (Osgoed.) Five specimens were taken<on the
Kenai mountains and at Homer, Alaska, in August and
September, 1901 ; the breeding ground of this.junco was in
extensive alder patches just above timber line ; they were quite
common and were found in all such localities visited. (Chapman.)
From Log Cabin on the White Pass, to Circle City in Alaska,
this bird occurs everywhere. The slate-coloured sparrow, Gam-
bel’s sparrow and the western chipping sparrow were most
common about heaps of brush left by lumbermen, weed-grown
clearings resulting from forest fires and cabins of the towns.
Every nest was sunk in the ground to the rim in an open place
under a weed or tussock of grass. One contained a few dark
hairs besides the usual fine grass lining. (Biskop.)

BREEDING NoTEs.—The nesting season of this species in New
Brunswick is May and June. From three to five eggs are laid in
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Jood a well-concealed nest placed on the ground, under the protection
ds in of a rock, sod, root or log. The nest is composed of grass stems
sirds, lined with hair. One nest was found made entirely of hair taken
ound from a piece of cariboo skin. (W. H. Moore.) One nest found on

Chelsea Mountain, nine miles from Ot{wa, on May 12th, 1903,
it is, ' and anotber taken on Montreal Mountain on June 3rd, 1903, were
long _in holes in ‘the ground’; each nest was made of grass and hair and
ods " each contained four eggs, and measured 4 x 2 arld_ 2'50 x I'50
re of inches. (Garneau.) Not a common summer rcsi/dcnt at Ottawa.
yand, Nest in a low bush or on the ground, comp()se(l_of strips of bark,
st of rootlets and hairs, lined with moss and hair; eggs 4 or 5, greenish-
is of white, spotted and blotched with reddish-bp6wn. (G. R. White.)
t St ¢ MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
his is

Sixteen; three taken %t Ottawa, April, 1888, by Prof. Macoun;
two at Toronto in 18go, by Mr.S. Herring; two_at Ottawa, in
April and September, 1891, by Mr. F. A. Saunders; one at
London, Ont, April 12th, 1886, by Mr. W. E. Saunders; four at
Indian Head, Assa., April, 1892, and three at Edmonton, Alta.,

n on
ne of
: gth

more

T April, 1897, by Mr. Spreadborough.
wing
\ever One set of three eggs taken at Ottawa, May, 1804.

lay’s

il 567a. Oregon Junco.
4]

n on Junco oregonus (Towns.) Ripgw. 1901.

aska, An abundant- resident west of the Coast Range. (Fannin.)
1 the Abundant resident at Chilliwack, B.C. (Brooks.) Very abun-
and dant in the Fraser valley below Yale in May, 188g; common

1s in during the whole summer at Chilliwack and at Huntington, B.C.,

Juite on the International Boundary. An abundant summer resident
nan.) at Victoria, Vancouver Island; nesting by April gth, 18g3.
aska, Doubtless common over the whole island as it was seen at Sooke,
zam- Comox and Nanaimo. (Spreadborough.) The occurrence of this
most bird in Alaska was first made -known by the capture of eight
rown specimens at Sitka by Bischoff ; it was afterwards taken by Bean
iWnS. at Sitka. (MNelson.) A single specihmen of this bird was obtained
Hlace at Unalaska Island April 8th, 1879,njliprc it was shot by a native.
dark (7‘urnc:.) Numerous in open bush 'plnccs at SitRa, Alaska. This

| junco was one of the commonest land birds there. (Grinnell.)
New Not common on Queen Charlotte Islands, It was very seldom

id in seen near the coast and but few were noticed on £fhe mountains.
, )
A

g
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(Osgood,)" Tolerably common at Skagway and moré so at Haines
,Mission. At Skagway I took a-female and four fresh-eggs, May
: 31st. The nest of dried grass, lined with short, white hairs, was
sunk in the ground and concealed .by dead weeds under a birch
'/only about 30 feet above the waterof Lynn.Canal. (Biskop.)

Mr. Rhoads, after discussing the differences between this form
and the next,says :—*" I think it safe/to s§y that birds indistin-
guishable from oregonus breed on the. better watered mountains
of the interior of British Columbja. The only approach to
shufeldti- is found -in birds from the ‘most arid lowlands and
most eastern Rockies, but their differences are too slight and

,fgr?tuitous to warrant a' distinction.” © : “Th

+“7 (MUSEUM SPECIMENS. at Ca

” : i 1890;

Eight; ‘two taken at Burrard Inlet, B.C,, in April, 1889; four at 1902;

Huntington, B.C,, in September; 1901; two at Victoriap.Vancouver ton, I

‘Island, in May, 1893; all by Mr. Spreadbgrough. : at H;

One set of .five eggs faken near Victoria,~Vel., May, 18go, by B.C:

Rev. G. Taylor. and t
- eggs

5675. Shufeldt’s Junco. by M;

Junco oreganus shufeldti (CoaLE) RipGw. 1901.

In company with two kyemalis at Edmonton, Alta.,in May, 1897,
and in the Rocky Mountains south of Yellowhead Pass, in July,
1898 ; apparently accidental in the Rocky Mountains, one taken
a¥ Canmore near Banff in May, 1891; very common and breeding
in the Columbia River valley from Revelstoke to- the' Interna-
tional Boundary where a large series of birds was taken in 1890
and 1902. : Common from the Columbia to Vancouver Island.
West of the Coast Range it becomes mixed with the Oregon junco
and evidently breeds ; Very abundant at Penticton, south of
Okanagan, B.C., in April, 1903. (Spreadborough.) The junco
breeding in the plateau region between the Coast Range and the
Rockies and migrating south in winter, is evidently separable
from the coast form. Specimens referred here were collected at
Ashcroft in June and July, 1889; taken also by Mr. Macfarlane at Brsst
Stewart’s Lake with its nests and five eggs. (Streafor.) Abundant were cc
at Lake Okanagan, B.C,, in winter. (Brooks.) A female was taken Nest, o
A} Glacier in the White Pass, June 7th 1899 and another at White grass st
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: ‘ §
Pass City, June gth; bthers were taken and heard next day both

at ‘Glacier and White Pass City. (Bishkop.)

BRrEEDING NoTES.—On May 3ist; 1902, found two nests near
Trail, B.C.; one with four eggs the other with two; incubation was
far adwanced. Nests constructed of weeds and“grass, lined with

““hair. Bagh nests were in a bank overhung with ‘grass ; another
was found on May 25th in the bank of an old prospect hole with
» four fresh eggs. (Spreadborough.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-nine ; two taken at Edmonton, Alta., in May, 1897; one
at Canmore, Alta., May 29th, 1891; five at Revelstoke, B.C.,in May,
1890; two at Deer Park, B.C., Juné, 189o; five at Trail, B.C., June,
1902; one at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., June 3rd, 1889; five at P&ntic-
ton, B.C,, in April, 1903; one at Agassiz, B.C., May 21st, 1889; one
at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, April 17th, 1889; three at Chilliwack,
B.C., June, 1901; ON at Huntington, B.C., September, 24th, 1901,
and two at Victoria, Vancouver Island, May, 1893; one set of four
eggs taken at Trail, B.C, May 25th, 1902.

All the above taken
by Mr. Spreadborough.

567-1. Montana Junco.

Junco montanus Ripgway. 18g8.

This form accompanies kyemalis in the migration at Carberry,
Manitoba. (Zhompson-Seton.) Mr. Thompson-Seton refers this
bird @\ shufeldti, but having taken montanus at Medicine Hat in
1894, apd found them breeding in June on the east end of the
Cypress Hills about 100 miles southéast of that point, we place his
referéhce under that species. (Macoun.) Quite common at Banff;
Rocky Mountains in the summer of 1891 ; nests were tak:n on
Tunpnel Mountain. They were always placed on the ground
bentath a bush or on a slope. Breeds twice in a season at Banff.

(Spreadborough.)

BREEDING NoTEs:— I have the nest and eggs of this bird that
were collected on Tunnel Mountain, at Banff, June 25th, 1893.
Nest, on the ground amongst loose stones, composed, of dried

grass stems lined with hair. (W. Raine.) )

»
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&

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two ; one taken at Medicine Hat, Assa.; April 23rd, 1894, and
one-at Banff, Rocky” Mountains, May 16th, 1891, both by Mr.

Spreadborough. o
CCV. MELOSPIZA Baro. 188,

581. Song Sparrow.

Melospiza cinerea melodia (WiLsoN) RipGw. 19olI.
“Very-eammon in Nova Scotia; a few remain all winter. (Downs.)
A common species at(Sydney, Cape Breton Island, arriving in
March. (C. R. Haste) Common throughout the year at Wolf-
ville, King's Co., N.S. (H. Tufts.) Qne seen at Partridge Island
pier, near Parrsboro, Cumberland Go., N.S., February 12th and
and following days. Migrants reachedyShulee March 22nd, becom-
" ing common at once. (Morrell.) Quite common at Baddeck and
Margaree, Cape Breton Island, N.S.; July, 1898; brce(‘iing in large
numbers at Brackley Point and other places on Prince Edward
Island, July, 1888. (Macoun.) Very abundant and generally dis-
tributed on Prince Edward Island. Mr. Bain states that some
winter on the island. (Dwiget.) A common resident in New
Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) An ' abundant summer resident at
Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (W. H. Moore.) Common in the
Restigouche valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.) Common at Lake
Mistassini, northern Quebec. (/. M. Macoun.) "A rather common
summer resident on the Magdalen Islands. (Biskop.) Abundant
along the shores of the.Gut of Canso and a few at Gaspé, Que.
(Brewster) Common summer resident in Quebec. (Dionrne.)
An abundant summer resident in the district of Montreal. Breeds
in the city and in Mount Royal park. I have found their nests
with eggs from May 8th to July 28th, and observed them from
Maych 24th to October 24th.  (Wintle.)

An abundant summer resident around Ottawa, breeding on
banks and under bushes. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) Common
everywhere in Ontario, occasionally commencing to breed in
the latter part of April, and continuing to do so through the
spring and summer as late as the middle of July. This year
(1901) they came on the 25th March and were then in full song.

I have found the nest on the ground often in a bush, and occa-
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sionally four feet up. (Rev. C. Jo¥Young.) Breeds abundantly in
the “Parry Sound and Muskoka districts Ontario. (/. H.
Fleming.) - Abundant everywhere along the stdeams and shores of
lakes, in Algonquin”Park, Ont. (Sprmdboroujgll.) This gereral
favoutite may frequently be heard breaking into full song at mid-
night during the lovely nights in May, often being answered by
birds roosting in nearby trees or bushes. On two different
occasions I ‘have found a nest of this species built in an

old tomato tin. (/. Hughes-Samuel.)
southwestern Ontario.

winter.

Everywhere abundant in
Occasionally one remains through the
(W. E. Saunders®y  This is an abundant summer resident

and one which seeks th(i‘bsociety of man, being found wherever
human habitations have

een raised within its range. (Mcll-
wraith.) Abundant summer resident at Guelph, Ont. Arrives
about March 12th and leaves about November 1st. (4. B. Klugh.)
A common and breeding summer resident at Penetanguishene,
Ont. (A.F. Young.)" Common in the willow thickets along the
Moose River to James Bay, at Moose Factory ; none observed
farther north. (Spreadborough.)

Common at Norway House, and in the shrubbery about the
clearing at Oxford House, and a number observed about Knee
Lake, July sth. Not noted between Knee Lake and Yark Factory
on our downward tripthough we found the species rather common
on Hill River as we ascended it early in September. (£. A. Prebles.)
One taken at Norway House, foot of Lake Winnipeg. (Dr. R.
Bell) First noticed near Prince Albert on the Saskatchewan in
company with other species in the spring migrations of 18gg.
Probably not*uncommon but an irregular visitant. (Cowbeauz.)
The most abundant sparrow both at Grand Rapids and Chema-
wawin, Saskatchewan River, where the shrubbery was™ thick.
(Nutting.) Quite common onrClearwater River, Lat. 56° 30"; very
common orr Methye Lake to the exclusion of other birds; com-
mon in places south to Isle a la'Crosse. (/. M. Macoun.)

Only one specimen of this species taken by me on the4gth
parallel. This was on Turtle Mountain. (Cowes.) A common
summer resident in Manitoba, chiefly along the water courses and
northward, but always preferring the neighbourhood of water.
(ZThompson-Seton.\  First individual seen at Indian Head, Assa.,
April 3oth, 1892; they were common by the 2oth, and bred in
considerable numbers; one male was seen at Medicine Hat, Assa.,
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April 30th\ 1894; quite common in scrub along the river gnd ,
creeks by May sth; a few found breeding at Crane Lake, but
especially along Skull Creek; in * Cypress Hills, at the last of
June; they were quite common along the willow thickets bordering
the small creeks forming Swift Current Creek. This spécies is
always by water, and wherever there is water and brush. We
found it from Old Wives’ Creek to Wood Mountain and west to
Frenchman’s River, and by all the creeks issuing from the
Cypress Hills. Many nests were found on the ground, generally
beneath willows. A few individuals were seen in the Milk River
valley at Castellated Rocks, Alberta, also on the West Butte, on
the 49th parallel] and at Lee’s Creek farther west; very rare at
Banff in the Rocky Mountains, breeding in the bushes in the
marsh below * the ave and Basin " in June, 1891; first observed
one April 20th, at§tdmonton, Alta.; found a nest May 26th and
another May 27thfwith five eggs; neSts, on the ground, composed
of dry grass, lined with a little horse hair; common south in the
foothills to Crow’s Nest Pass; common from mouth of Lesser
Slave River to Peace River Landing Lat. 56° 15 in June, 1903;
common from Edmonton to the crossing of McLeod’s River,north
of Edmonton in June, 1898. (Spreaszomugk.)

BreEEDING NOTES.—A common breeding bird around Ottawa.
Nest in a low bush, or tuft of grass, or on the ground; built of
grass, rootlets and vegetable matter, lined with grass and hair.
Eggs four, greenish or grayish white spotted with brown, choco-
late and layender. (G. R, White.) Breeding in May, June and
July, and occasionally in August in New Brunsyick. I would
not be surprised if some specialist were to divide our song spar-
rows into two races. There is certainly a difference in the songs
of those in different localities, a great difference in their eggs
and the location of the nest. (W. H. Moore.) Some of the nests
are on tht ground or sunken in the ground, also in the midst of
heaps of dead branches or covered by tufts of tall grass in the
fields or by reeds in the marshes. Others are built in bushes oy in
small trees to a height of ten feet,-and many on the lower
branches of large conifers. A few are found in holes of trees or
in logs in fences. The materials used are grasses, bark and
leaves with finer grass or hairs as liming. Eggs may be found
from April to August at Ottawa. (Garnean.)
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MUSEUM SPECIMENS,

Twenty-seven; one purchased with the Holman collection in
1885; one taken at Ottawa, in April, 1888, by Prof. Macoun; three
taken at Ottawa in April, 1890, by Mr. F. A. Saunders; one taken at
London, Ont., April 1st, 1886, by Mr. W. E. Saunders; seven
taken at Lorne’Park, Toronto, in May, 1889, by Mr. E. Thompson-
Seton; three taken at Indian Head, Assa; in April, 1892, three at
Medicine Hat, Assa., May, 1894, one at Old Wives’ Creek, May
27th, 1895, two at Peace River Landing, Lat. §6° 15’, June, 1903,
and four at Edmonton, Alta., May,1897, all by Mr.Spreadborough.

Six sets of eggs; three taken at Ottawa by Mr. W. D. Lees con-
sain four, six and five eggs respectively; one of five eggs taken
on the canal bank at Ottawa, May 3rd, 1898, by Mr. L. Lambe;
one of three eggs taken at Indian Head, Assa., June 11th, 1892,
and one of five eggs at kdmonton, Alta.,, May 27th, 1897, both
by Mr. Spreadborough.

58! j. Dakota Song Sparrow.

Melospiza cinerea juddi (Bismor) A. O. U. Comm. 190I.

This sub-spe:ies is found throughout Assiniboia. At Yorkton,
Assa., June 1st, 1901, I found a nest of this bird containing four
eggs, built on the ground amongst short grass. (W. Raine.) Our

specimens-taken on many parts of the prairie are all placed with
the eastern torm by Mr. Oberholser. (Macoun.)

5815. Mountain Song Sparrow.

Melospiza cinerea montana (HENsHAW) RipGw. 1901.

Not uncommon near the International Boundary between Trail
and Cascade, B.C,, in June, 1902 ;:they seemed to be breeding on
the mountains. (Spreadborough.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four ; three taken at Trail,B.C., June 6th, 1902; one taken at

Cascade, B.C., June 20th, 1992, all by Mr. Spreadborough.
[

581e. Rusty Song Sparrqow.
Melospiza ciner.a 1 rphna (OBERH.) RiDGW. 19OI.

Regular summer visitor. | (Lord.) Common in British Columbia
west of Coast Range; specimens taken at Ashcroft in the interior
are of this f(;rm. (Streator.)) An abundant resident confined chiefly
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to the coast and Vancouver Isldnd. (Fannin.) An abundant
resident at Chilliwack. Tolerably comimon winter resident at
Take Okanagan, B.C. (Brooks.) The "distribution of gw#tata in
Washington and British Columbia is singularly uniform in all
kinds of localities, no difference between coast and interior indi-
viduals being apparent. (Rhoads.)," Breeding from extreme
southern portion of Alaska through British Columbia, including
Vancouver Igland, to Oregon. (Ridgway.) Saw what I took to
be this form in thé valley of McLennan river, west of the Rocky
Miuntains and south of Yellowhead Pass, in B.C., July, 1898; not
un¢ommon at Revelstoke, B.C., in April, 18g0. Further west it
was found common at Sicamous and Kamloops in 1889; not com-
mon at Penticton, B.C,, a few pairs breeding ; it was very abund-
ant, however, west of the Coast Range at all points visited ani

was particularly abundant on Vancouver Island. Except at Revel.

stoke, it wasTound breeding throughout its range; like the eastern
song sparrow it likes to breed near water. (Spreadborough.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nineteen; two takenat Revelstoke, B.C., April 10th, 1890; one
at Penticton, B.C., April, 1903; one at Sicamous, July sth, 1889 ;
two at Kamloops, B.C., in June, 1889 ; three at Agassiz, B.C,, in
May, 1889; three at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., in April, 1889;
three at Chilliwack, B.C., in May and June, 19o1; two at Hunting-

-ton, B.C., in September, 1901; one at Victoria, Vancouver Island,
April 28th, 1893, and one at Comox, Vancouver Island, June 23rd,
1893, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

Three sets of eggs; two of four taken at Hastings, B.C., April
27th, 1889, and Agassiz, B.C., May 2i1st, 1889, both by <Prof.
Macoun. One set of five taken near Victoria, Vancouver Island,
by Rev. G. Taylor, in May, 1890. One of the Agassiz nests was
built on the lowest strand of a wire fence.

5817. Sooty Song Sparrow.

Melospiza cinerea rufina (BRANDT) RiDGw. 19OI.

An abundant resident chiefly along the coast of the mainland,
B.C. (Fannin.) An abundant resident in the Fraser valley near
the International Boundary in the summer of 1go1. Rather com-
mon along the seashore at Hastings, Burrard Inlet in May, 1889,
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581f. Yakutat Song Sparrow.

Inlet to Prince William Sound.
Inlet, taken April gth, 1892, by C. H. Townsend.
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and seen at Comox, Vancouvér Island, June, 1893. (Spread-
: borough.) No specimens of this form were collected in the breed-
ing season along the coast of British Columbiaby me. (Rkoads.)
Common at New Westminster and at English Bay and Stanley
Park near Vancouver, B.C,, 1894. (£. F. G. White.)

Tolerably common in ths bushy or grassy margins of the forests
along the beaches at, Sitka, Alaska. (Grinnell) Very abundant
on Queen Charlotte Islands. A few nests were taken, one was
situated in a bunch of weeds near the water’s edge and contained
two fresh eggs, all nests taken were in the same situation. (Osgood.)
We heard several singing at Skagway, May 31st, 1899, and others
were seen at Haines Mission, June 1st and 2nd. (Bishop.) In the
wooded coast region of southeastern Alaska, including Sitka, and
thence northwest to Lituya Bay and Kadiak, this bird is abundant,
but beyond this limited region it is unknown at present. (N:/son.)

\ MUSEUM SPECIMENS.,

Nine ; one taken at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., April 12th,
1889 ; six taken at Huntington, B.C., in September, 1901 ; two
taken at Victoria, Vancouver Island, May, 1893, all by Mr. Spread-
borough.

One set of five eggs taken at Comox, Vancouver Island, May
27th, 1895, by Mr. W..Harvey. The nest was close to the beach
in a bank of nettles, built of coarse grass or weed stalks on the

outside and finer material within, ending with dark-coloured hair.

Melospiza cinerea caurina (RipGway) Ripw. 1goI.

Coast of middle Alaska, from Cook's Inlet to Cross Sound ; in

winter to southern Alaska, tdken at Howcan, Prince of Wales
Island. (Ridgway in The Auk, Vol. XVI, 1899, p. 36.)

the St. Elias district, Alaska, from Yakutat Bay to Lituya Bay.
(Ridgway.)

Coast of

81-1. Kenai Song Sparrow.

Meclospiza cinerea kenaiensis (RipGw.) Ripeway. 19oI.
Coast of Kenai peninsula, Alaska, from east side of Cook’s
Type from Port Graham, Cook’s

(Ridgway in

/
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The Auk, Vol. XVII, p. 29,1900.) Two specirens taken at Homer,
October 12th 1901 were the only ones seen near the Kenai

Mountains, Alaska. (Chapman.)

581-1a. Kadiak Song Sparrow.
' Melo.rp;'za cinerea insigmis (BakDp) RipGw. 1901,

Island of Kadiak, Alaska, and opposite coast of Aliaska penin-

suld. «Ridgway.) ' : :

582. Aleutian|Song Sparrow.

Melospiza cinerea (GMEL.) FINSCH. 1872,

Among the several insular forms occurring in the Aleuffan
Islands and rarely extending their range to the adjacent mainland
of southeastern Alaska this large hardy bird, a veritable giant
among its congeners, is the most_peculiar. It is a resident
throughout the Aleutian Islands and is limited to the rocky
shores and low flats with its bdrdering beaches, never going far
inlangy; nor does®it reach any considerable altitude. Strangely
enough it does not pass to the northward even as far as the Pryb-
ilof Islands. To thg easlvard, however, it is abundant on the
Shumagin Islands and Kadiak. (MNelson.) This species is a con-
stant resident of the Aleutian Islands, the peninsula of Aliaska
and the adjacent islands lying on the south as far eastward as
Cook’s Inlet. (Zurner.) Abundant at Unalaska, October sth to
7th, 1899, frequenting the roofs of buildings, lumber piles, wharves,
beaches and weeds of the level country. (Biskop.) Ten speci-
mens were taken at Sand Point, Popof Island, October 20th, 1901.
This sparrow is fairly common on Popof Island, where it is

resident. (Chapman.)

.

583. Lincoln’s Sparrow.

Melospiza linsolnii (Aup.) BAIRD. 1858,

Rare at Fort Chimo, Labrador;ya male obtained June 1oth,
1883 ; commoOn in southern portions. Drexler found it at Mdose
Factory, May 23rd, 1860. (Packard) Common along the north-
eastern coast of Labrador. A characteristic bird of the wooded
parts of the coast as far north as Hamilton Inlet. (Bigelow.) Not
an uncommon inland summer resident in Nova Scotia. (Downs.)
A pair was found breeding at Brackley Point, Prince Edward
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Islagnd, June 26th, 1388. (Mgcoun.) Breedingin some abundance
on both shores of the Gut of Canso, N.S. (Brewster.). A rare
summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B.; taken id 1899
- at Fredericton where it undoubtedly breeds. (W.H . Moore.) Taken
at Beauport, near Quebec; an uncnmm(%{\ migrant. _(Dionne.) £
A casual at Ottawa; a male of this species was shot, 16th
May, 1884, near the east end of the city by Mr. G. R. White.
(Ottawa Naturahist, Vol. V.) 1have met with this bird breeding in
the county of Leeds, Ont. One set of eggs I found in April on
the ground by a small pine, and once in aclearing in a small wood
in the month of June. A few breed on the Magdalen Islands
where the song sparrow seems to be very rare. (Rev. C. /. Young.)
Apparently rare in the Algonquin Park, Ont. Shot one at Cache
Lake, July 1oth, 1900. Doubtless a few breed, . (Spreadborough.)
Reaching us about the middle of May, these bird are so secretive in
their habits that it is very difficult to make an accurate ca!cuiation
of their numbers but a careful observer will usually see a few
specimens. each season. They visit us here in Toronto on the
southern trip about the middle of September. (/. Hughes-Samuel.)
Obsérved in large numbers during the Jatter part of September
and beginning of October along the LMqusc: (Souris) River.
(Coués.) A rare spring and winter migrant 3¢ Carberry, Man,
(Thompson-Seton.) Rather common, July 13th 16th, at York
Factory where three specimens were collected. bS\A. Prebles.)
Only noted as a spring migrant at Indian Head, Assa.; they were
first seen May 13th, 1892, and left again in a few days. Only afew
were observed at Old Wives’ Creek in 1895, but none were seen on
the prairie at any place; they were not rare and breeding, in the
bushes at Banff in 1891; first observed at Edmonton, Alta., on
May sth, 1897, on June 1st found a nest on the ground in a
a bunch of grass, nest made of dried grass, eggs five, quite fresh;
common in the foothills from Calgary southward to Crow’s Nest
Pass; found a nest'with four fresh eggs June 28th, nest same as
first ; abundant from Edmonton to Lesser Slave Lake and Peace
River Landing, Lats 56° 15'¢ 1903 ; seen everywhere between
Edmonton and Yellowhead Pass in low bushes in June, 1898; quite
common at Revelstoke,\B.C., in Iﬂay, 1890, and on the Columbia
south to Robson, where they were seen again in 1902, they were
breeding in low thickets ; common at Penticton, south of Lake
Okanagan, B.C. on April 28th, 1903. (Spreadborough.) North to
7%
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