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As promised in a prefatory note to the second *part of thfe 
Catalogue of Canadian Birds, Part 111 of this work is issued the 
present autumn. The original intention in preparing a Catalogue 
of Canadian Birds was to complete the work in two parts, but the 
large amount of valuable information, which had become available 
by the time Part II was finished, rendered a third part necessary. 
This part entirely completes the work for the present ; but the 
additional k>rçwledge of our birds which will no doubt accumulate 
in the next few years may necessitate furtheç publications on this 
subject in the future. v

/ k „ ROBERT BELL.
Geological Survey, Ottawa,

November 9, 1804.
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PREFACE.
X

Although only a year has passed since the ‘f>ut>licatibnvof Part 
II of this Catalogue, Part III will be found to include notes from 

«several new observers. ■ TheSê notes and the fact that our know­
ledge of the smaller birds, and especiallyvof their breeding habits, 
is much more qpmplete than was the cask with those covered by 
the previous parts account for the largerflize 0f the present number. 
Mr. William Spreadborough, whe hps worked as my field assistant 
for so many years, collected* in the spring of 1903 in the vicinity of 
Lake Okanagan in southern British Columbia ; during the 
Vemainder of the season he was with Mr. James M. Macoun in the 
Peace River region in Lat. 56°. During part of April and nearly 
the whole of May, 1904, Mr. Spreadborough collected in the 
vicinity of Fernie and Elko, B.C., and I have been enabled to 
include a few-of hi* notes in the latter part of the Catalogue. At 
the time of writing nir. Spreadborough is en route for Hudson 
Bay where he will spend the summer, chiefly in the study of the 
breeding habits of the waders. Lists of birds and notes on their 
relative abundance have been furnished me by Mr. Alfred L. 
Garneau, Ottawa, Ont., Mr. A. B. Klugh, Guelph, Ont., Mr. A. 
F. Young, Penetanguishene, Ont., Mr. Norman Criddle, Aweme, 
Man. and Mr. E. F. G. White formerly residing in British Col­
umbia, but now at Ottawa.

Many doubtful or immature birds have been submitted to Mr. 
H. C. Oberholser, Assistant Curator, Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D.C,,and I have accepted his determination* in every 
instance. Mr. Oberholser also examined all the sparrows and 
warblers which have been found to vary as we cross the continent. 
Much additional information regarding the birds included in the 
first two parts has come to my hands and this will, in the near 
future, be published in the form of an addendum to the complete 
Catalogue. .

In bringing to a close a work, which though arduous has given 
me not less pleasure than the compilation of my larger Catalogue 
of Canadian Plants, I wish again to thank my many correspond­
ants for the information and assistance they have so freely given



me. Not thé leasf valtfable part of the Catalogue is that which
includes the manuscript notes furnished me by these observers 
My only aim has been to bring together all our avatlablé know­
ledge of the distribution and the breeding habits of our Canadian 
birds^nd if I have succefHed in presenting this information in a 
form that will make it useful to ornithologists and bird-lovers, my 
labour has not been in vain. It will not be difficult for future 
workers to add to the matter here published or to correct" the 
errors which are unavoidable in a work-of this kind.

Mr. James M. Macoun has been of greaf assistance to me in the 
preparation of the Manuscript of the several parts for the press 
and in the revision of the proofs. The index was made by Miss
Marie C. Stewart, under my direction.

JOHN MACOUN.
Nov., 1904.Ottawa

» i ts

ERRATA.

E. A. Prebles should be E. A. Preble. »
Avenue, Man., should be Aweme, Man.
On pages 266, 272 and 275, Mr. Hay should read Mr. Kay.
The note credited to Mr. J. H. Fleming on page 40$ should have 

been placed under Icterius spurius on page 403.
The name of the genus Carduelis was omitted near the bottom 

of page 441 and should be inserted. ,



%

Family XLIII. FRINGILLIDÆ. Finches, Sparrows, &c. ' 
CLXXXIII. HESPERIPHONA Bonaparte. .1850.

bu., Evening Grosbeak. ' ,
Hesperiphona vespertina (Coop.) Bonaparte. *1850.

A rare winter visitant at Montreal. I believe the first record 
of the occurrence of this species here was during the winter months 
of the year 1890, when several were observed January 28th, in 
McGill College grounds by Dr. Harrington of this çity. (Wintle.) 
In the spring of 1899 one fine male was shot in Rockcliffe Park by 
Mr. Muirhead who was a guest at Government House. (Macoun.) 
A rare winter visitor. Seen in considerable numbers at Guelph, 
Ont., during February, 1902, a flock of seventy-five being seen 
on the 6th" of that month by Prof. M. W. Dohçrty (A. B. Klugh.) 
Sometimes appears in large flocks in winter ; it comes into the 
Parry Sound district much more regularly than is supposed. A 
flock remained at Emsdale till the end of the first week in May, 
1897, feeding on the seeds of the sumac. (/. H. Fleming.) Since 
the winter of 1889-90, I have only seen two or three specimens of 
this bird around Toronto.; the last, a female, being taken near the 
city in April, 1897. (/• Hughes-Samuel.) This species is an
abundant winter visitor at Portage la Prairié and Winnipeg and in 
other parts of Manitoba. It generally appears about the middle 

* of October. From that date it continually increases in numbers 
until December when it reaches its maximum. Whilst here it 
frequents the Northwest maple or box elder, feeding on its 
seeds, and seldom visits the ground, except in spring, when it will 
sometimes crowd thjckly, on a bare spot, apparently seeking small 
gravel for digestive purposes. As far as known its nest has never 
been foupd. (Thompson-Seton.) This gay and very remarkable 
bird is a common inhabitant of the maple groves (Negundo 
aceroideS) on the S^katchewan plains. As it arrives late we left 
Carlton House before they arrived, but Mr. Prudens kindly sent 
specimens to us. t frequents, the borders of Lake Superior also, 
and the eastern d :clivity of the Rocky Mountains, in Lat. 56°, 
but its habits are inknown. (Richardson.). I have not seen this 
bird alive myself but have seen two that were killed at Prince 
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4L6 1 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA.

Albert, Sask. It is scarce. (Coubeaux.) Not uncommon at Edmon­
ton, Alberta, between April 16th and May 14th, 1897, when they 
disappeared. Two specimens were seen on the trail between 
Lesser Slave Lake and Peace River Landing,Atha., in June, and a 
pair with young bird^-just able to fly at Dunvegan, Lat. 56°, July 
26th, 1903. (Spreadborough)

. * • MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
» ,

Nine; four taken at Mimico, Ont., in February, 1890, by Mr. S. 
Herring ; two obtained in Winnipeg, Man., by Dr.A.R.C. Selwyn, 
in 1885; three taken at Edmonton, Alta., on May 14th, 1898, by 

7 Mr. W. Spreadborough.
su». Western Evening Grosbeak.

Hesperiphonavespertina montana (Ridgw.) Mearns!) 1890. 
British Columbia. {Meams.) Met with in the interior only ; 

in August they were passing southwards in flocks of considerable 
size. (Streator.) East of Coast Range, B.C., straggling west (in 
winter) to lower Fraser and Vancouver Island. I found it at the 
summit of the Coast Range in June, 1891. {Fannin.) One shot 
out of a flock of twelve March 31st, 1894, at Seymour Creek, 
Burrard Inlet, B.C. (E. F. G. White.) Tolerably common resident 
at Chilliwack, B.C. ; common winter resident at Okanagan, B.C. 
{Brooks.) Valley of the Columbia. {Lord.) Seen as a spring 
migrant at Banff, Rocky Mountains in April, 1891, (perhaps 
the eastern form) ; quite common along both Arrow lakes, 
Columbia River, B.C. in June, 1890 ; rather common in small 
flocks at the jnouth of Pass Creek, near Robson, B.C.; they 
were apparently getting ready for a second brood, June 21st ; 
eating poplar buds ; May 15th, 1901, observed a flock of about 
fifteen at Chilliwack, B.C. ; a small flock was seen at Penticton, B. 
C., April 14th, 1903 ; one seen near Victoria, Vancouver Island, 
May 24th, 1893, the only one seen that summer. {Spreadborough) 
In April, 1887, a small flock seen at Comox, Vancouver Island. 
( Macoun.)

CLXXXIV. PINICOLA Vieillot. 1807.
616. Pine Grosbeak.

Pinicola enucleator leucura (Muller) Richmond. 1902.

, An abundant summer resident at Fort Chimo, Labrador; breeds 
there, nest and eggs obtained. Plentiful in southern districts

v
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among timbered tracts. Resident south of the *' height of land." 
(Packard) One seen at Richmond Gulf, July 1st, 1896'; not again 
observed in Labrador. (Spreadborough) Three specimens taken 
at Cullingham’s Gove, Hamilton Inlet, Labrador, 1891. (Norton.) 
Common throughout the year in Newfoundland. (Reeks.) Com­
mon in winter in Not* Scotia. (Downs.) Abundant during Dec­
ember and first'two weeks in January in Cumberland Co., N.S., 
after which none were seen, with the exception of one pair seen 
at Shulee, April 3rd, 1899. (Morrell.) Common in the spruce 
woods north of Atillik, northeast coast of Labrador, beyond 
which spruces dwindled into low bushes. (Bigelow.) A flock of 
several was seen at Sydney, Cape Breton Island, N.S., May 24th, 
1902. Known locally as “ Ortolan." (C. R. Harte.) Appears 
regularly about the first of December at Kings Co., N.S., and 
remains till March. (H. Tu/ts) Common in New Brunswick in 
winter. (Chamberlain.) Rare summer resident near Scotch Lake, 
Vork Co., N.B.,breeds to the north of the province. (W.H. Moore) 
Found nesting in the valley of Restigouche, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.) 
Common in the winter at Lake Mistassini, Que. (J. M. Macoun.) 
Common summer resident in eastern Quebec. (Dionne) A com­
mon winter visitant at Montreal ; they often visit the city in such 
places where mountain ash trees with berries are to be found; 
observed from October 30th to April 26th. (Wintle.) Irregularly 
abundant at Ottawa, Ont. It appeared in immense numbers in 
the winter of 1882-3 and again in 1888-9 as did many others of our 
winter birds. (Ottiwa Naturalist, Vol. V.) More or less com­
mon in Ottawa every winter/ (Macoun) In March, 1895, I saw 
several of these birds at Lansdowne, Ont., feeding on the seeds of 
the black ash. In the month of June, 1897,1 found them common 
on the Magdalen Islands,Que.,whereafewbreed in the thick woods. 
(Rev. C.J. Young) A common winter resident, sometimes ap­
pearing in immense flocks. In the districts of Parry Sound and 
Muskoka, in September, 1898, I saw small flocks feeding on the 
tops of the highest pines. (/. H. Fleming) A winter visitor at 
Guelph ; fairly common some years, in others entirely absent. 
(A. B. Klugh) A winter resident at Penetanguishene, Ont. Very 
plentiful during thè winter of 1900 and 1901, when the beech nuts 
were a very heavy crop, at which time they could be seen in the 
beech woods picking at the hulls of the remaining nuts. (A. F. 
Young.)
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A somewhat common wintec visitor in Manitoba; possibly nest­
ing in the northern spruce woods.- (Thompson-$e ton.) male
was seen perched on a tree overhanging Hill ‘River, near the 
mouth of Fox River, July 8th, 1900 ; the îpecies was reported to 
us by the residents at Fort Chuftfiilh (Edward A. Preble.) On 
April 15th,( 1892, shot a male at Indian Head, Assa., his stomach 
was full ot/ poplar and .willow buds and a few seeds of the wild 
buckwheat ; nqjie was seen afterwards. (Spreadborough.) This 
species leids a quiet and retired life in the glomiest recesses of 
the coniferous forests ; it is seldom seen: It was not observed 
north of the sixtieth parallel by any member of the expedition.
It builds its nest on the lower branches of a tree and feeds chiefly 
upon the seeds of the spruce. (Richardson.) North, on the Mac­
kenzie River, to Fort Good Hope ; not rare. (Ross.) In the 
spring of 1861 an Indian discovered a nest of this species about 
60 miles south of Fort Anderson, we never discovered another. 
(Macfarlanf.) Tolerably common in small flocks and more 
frequently seen along the banks of both branches of the Saskatch­
ewan. This bird is one of our constant winter visitors, arriving 
about the end pf.Octdber and leaving about the end of March. 
(Coubeaux.)

* MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nine ; three taken at Ottawa in December, 1888, by Mr. G. R. 
White ; two taken at Ottawa in January, 1889, by Mr. S. Herring; 
one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885 ; two taken at 
Bracebridge, Ont., March, 1892, and one at Indian Head, Assa., 
April, 1892, by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

5i5a. Rocky Mountain Pine Grosbeak. *1

* Pinicola enucleator montana Ridgw. 1898.
This species vys taken at Banff, Rocky Mountains in 1891 

both old and young birds seen a^Canmore near Banff in June,1885; 
saw two on a mountain on the north si<je of the Miette River 
near Jasper House, Alta., August 29th, 1898 ; common around 
Revelstoke, B.C., up to April 28th, 1890 ; their chief food was 
buds of balsam poplar ; seen as late as May 23rd in the Eagle 
Pass, B.C.; and one seen near the summit of a mountain at Rob­
son, Columbia River, B.C., June 24th, 1890 ; observed a small 
flock at an altitude of about 50DO feet east of the Columbia River

X
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on the International^ Boundary, B.C., September loth, 1902.
( Spreadborough. )

Breeding Notes.—I have a nest and 4 eggs that wqre taken at 
Banff in the Rocky Mountains, June 3rd, 1896. The nest, 19 com­
posed bf twigs, roots, and grass ; lined with fine rootzs and (hair.. 
It was built on the branch of a spruce tree about 15 feet from the 
ground. (IV. Raine.)

t MUSEUM SPECIMENS. . ‘

Two, taken at Revelstoke, B.C., April 23rd, 1890, by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough.

616c. Alaskan Pine Grosbeak.
Pinicola e nuclcat or alascenstl Ridgw. 1898.

Northwestern North America, including wooded portions of 
Alaska except Kadiak and the southern coast district, south 
winter to Montana and eastern British Columbia. (Rid^wafa) 
A winter visitant to the valley of the Chilliwack River, B.C. 
common winter resident in Cariboo district ; breeds in the timber 
zone and winters at Okanagan on the mountains. (Brooks.) Not 
rare on Mount Queest, Gold Range,Shuswap Lake, B.C., alt. 6000/ 
feet, August, 1889. (Spreadborough) liast and west of Coastx 
Range, except Vancouver Island, also taken at Fort Simpson, 
B.C., by W. B. Anderson. (Fannin.)

Along the entire west and northwest coast df America from, 
Vancouver Island north to within the Arctic Circle, this bird 
occurs in greater or less abundance. The only breaks in this range 
are the treeless areas which occur along the coast of Behring Sea. 
Throughout the interior of the above region it is an abundant 
species. (Nelson.) This species is a resident of the interior and 
wooded districts of the entire territory of Alaska. (Turner.) 
Sheep Creek and Homer, Kenaj.Peninsula, Alaska; at these places 
nine specimens were taken in July and September, 1901. The 
patches of cottonwood were the favorite haunts of this bird. They 
were never found in spruce timber except while perched upon the 
topmost branch of a dead tree, tfhere they remained but for a few 
minutes. During heavy i^in storms they repair to the lower 
underbrush and even the low grass. (Chapman.)

Breeding Notes.—The Alaskan pine grosbeak proved to be a 
common resident throughout the year in wooded tracts from the

_y
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delta through the Kowak va(ley. My first acquaintance with this 
species wa>*ftiade on the 25th August, *98, when two adults and 
two full-grown young were observed. They were silent save for 
a low, mellow éall-note, and were feeding on the green alder seed- 
pods. I secured the two adults, which were in moulting plumage. 
^September and October pine grosbeaks were quite numerous, 
being often met with in companies of six to a dozen, immatures 
and adults together. They were usually among the scattering 
bircfi and spruce which line the low ridges. There, until the snow 
covered the ground, they fed on blue-berries, rose-apples and 
cranberries. During the winter their food was much the same as 
that of the redpolls—seeds and buds of birch,alder and willow,and 
sometimes tender spruce needles. In the severest winter weather 
they were not often in the spruce, but had then retired into the 
willow beds. The usual note is a clear whistle of three syllables. 
The native name Ki-u-tak represents it. Then there was a low, 
mellow, one-syllabled note uttered among members of a flock 
when alarmed. Twice I noted solitary males, when flying across 
the woods, singing a loud, rollicking warble, much like a purple 
finch. One morning, the 18th February, found me across the 
river skirting the willows in search of ptarmigan. Although it 
was 50 degrees below zero, a pine grosbeak, from the depths of a 
nearby thicket, suddenly burst forth in a rich melodious strain, 
something like our southern black-headed grosbeak. He con­
tinued, though in a more subdued fashion, for several minutes. 
Such surroundings and conditions fora bird-song like this ! Again 
one day in March, during a heavy snow-storm, a bright red male 
sang similarly at intervals for nearly an hour, from an alder thicket 
near the cabin, and as summer approached their song was heard 
more and more frequently. Not until May 25th did I discover a 
nest. This was barely commenced, but on June 3rd, when I 

,visited the locality again, the nest was completed and contained 
four fresh eggs. The female was incubating, and remained on the 
nest until nearly touched. The îiest was eight feet above the 
ground on the lower horizontal branches of a small spruce grow­
ing on the side of a wooded ridge. The nest was a shallow affair, 
very much like a tanager’s. It consisted of a loosely-laid plat­
form of slender spruce twigs, on which rested a symmetrically- 
moulded Jfeaucer of fine, dry, round-stemmed grasses. Its depth 
was about one inch and internal diameter 3 25. The eggs are pale
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Nile blue with a possible greenish tinge, dotted and spotted with 
pale lavender, drab and sepia. The markings are very unevenly 
distributed, the small ends of the eggs being nearly immaculate, 
while there is a conspicuous wreath about the large ends. The 
markings are not abruptly defined, but the margins of the spots 
are distinct, fading out into the surrounding ground colour. One 
of the eggs is more thickly and evenly sprinkled with various 
tints of bistre. The eggs arc rather o^ate in shape, but the small 
ends are blunt. On June nth, in the Kowak delta, I found a 
similarly constructed nest containing four small young ; this was 
six feet up in a dwarf spruce, and on the 12th, I found another 
nest in all particulars like the other two, and containing four eggs 
almost ready to hatch. My series of 44 skins of P. e. alascensis 
confirms the distinctness of that race; the Kowak River birds 
present an extreme of ashness. (Gtinnell)

6i5d. Kadiak Pine Grosbeak.
Pinicola enucleatorflammula (Homeyer) Ridgw. 1898.

Island of Kadiak, Alaska, and Alaskan coast southward at least 
to Sitka [probably coast of British Columbia at least in venter.] 
{Ridgw ay.)

CLXXXV. PYRflHULA Brisson. 1760.

516. Cassin’s Bullfinch.
Pyrrhulacassini (Baird) Trist am. 1871.

The presence of this bird in the North American fauna rerffs 
solely upon the capture of a specimen at Nulato on the middle 
Yukon, January 10th, 1867, by Mr. Dali. {Nelson.)

On July 19th, 1879, in the northern waters of Cumberland Gulf, 
Mr. Ludwig Kumlien saw a bird which he could not secure and 
which in his opinion was either this species or Pyrrhula europcea, 
possibly the latter. We have been unable to obtain any further 
records. /

CLXXXVI. CARPODAÇUS Kaup. 1829.
517. Purple Finch. ) '

Carpodacus purfiureus (Gmel.) Gray. 1844.
Kumlien obtained a specimen on shipboard off Resolution Is*, 

land ; Drexler obtained it at Moose Factory- May 28th, i860 ;
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occurs plentifully in southern portions of Labrado}?. (,Patkard.) ^ 
Common on Moose River to James Bay at Moose Factory ; none 
seen further north in 1896. (Spreadborough) Common in Nova 
Scotia ; a few stop all winter. (Downs.) A pair seen at Shulee, 
Cumberland Co., N.S., Jan. 2nd, 18^9. (Morrell) Bayley says this 
species is common ^t Sydney, C^pe Breton Island, and breeds. ’ 
(C. R. Harte.) Cdhimoo in sunjtner in Kings Co., N.S.; a few 
remain through the wintfer. (H. Tufts) Common at Margaree \ 
and Baddeck, Cape Breton Island, N.S., July, 1898 ; breeding in 
the woçds at Brackley Point, Prince Edward Island, June, 1888. 
(Macoun) Sparingly distributed ; a restless and roving species, 
and seen singly or in pairs on Prince Edward Island. (Dwight)
A common resident in NejW Brunswick. (Chamberlain) Tolerably 
common summer resident, but very irreguly in its time of arrival 
in spring at Scotch Lake, York Co.; N.B.; nests in conifers from 
a few feel up in low bushes in pastures to high up in forest trees.
(IV. H. Moore) Rather rare in the GulfiofSt. Lawrence ; a male 
seen and others heard on the Magdalen Islands. (Bishop) Com- 
in the Restigouche valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox) An abundant 
species of general distribution about titfe shores of the Gul^of St. 
Lawrence and its islands. (Brewster) I Rather common sunjmer 
resident in eastern Quebec. (Dionne) A common summer resid­
ent but some remain all winter. Breeds on the island of Montreal.
I found a nest containing four eggs, June 20th, 1891, in Mount 
Royal park, built in a small spruce tree ; have noticed tM'm from 
Feby. 5th to Oct. 25th ; often feeding in winter on mountain ash • 
berries. (Wintle)

A common summer resident at Ottawa, Ont.; abundant in migra­
tion. There are a few winter records of this species one of which 
is Dec. 29th,1885, (Ottawa Naturalistyo\M.) A common summer 
resident in thfe districts of Parry Sound and Muskoka. (J.

X

/

Fleming) Abundant at Câche Lake, Algonquin Park, Ont.; breed-' 
ing in low, wet woods. (Spreadborough) Often seen in numbers 
but certainly a much less frequent summer resident than formerly. 
In 1886 many stayed all summer in London, Ont., where they had 
been scarce during several previous years. In 1899 its scarcity 
was remarkable. It is seen the whole yeawound but most notice­
ably common in spring. (W. E. Saunders) A common‘migrant 
in spring and fall at Guelph, Ont.; arrives about April 15th and 
leaves about Oct. 4th ; a few breed. (A. B. Klugh) This species

V
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was stiweral times heard early on the morning of June 16th, 1900, 
at Bul^Head Point, Lake Winnipeg, where the steamer stopped 
for wodd. (,Edward A. Preble.)

-r

for
This species was found in small numbers on Turtle Mountain, 

Manitoba, during the latter part okjuly. It doulftless breeds in 
the localky ; not seen further west, (Coues.Jl Summer resident 
in Manitroa ; arrives about April 20th, and departs about Oct.in Manitoba ; arrives about April 20th, and departs about Oct. 
15th; shot a male in full song, May 14th, 1883; it had.been feeding ^ 
on poplar catkins. (Thompson-Seton) First seen at Indian tiead, NÉead,
Assa., April 2ist, 1892, quite common by May 12th ; a few breed 
there as I saw them late in June ; this species arrived at Edmon­
ton, Alta., on May 3rd, 1897, and soon commenced to nest in the 
tall trees ; observed one at Lake Ste! Anne, 60 miles from 
Edmdnton, Alta., June 8th, 1898 ; a few were observed from 
the /mouth of Lesser Slave River to Peace River Landing, 
Atna., in Lat. 56° 15', June, 1903; taken at Canmore,
but not rare at Banff on the >. Bow River within the 
Rocky Mountains, May 27th, 1891, where they were breed­
ing ; one seen in the Crow’s Nest jîass in August, 1897. 
(Spreadborough.) This bird was seen by us only on the banks of 
the .Saskatchewan where it feeds on willow buds. It is

The single visitor, arriving in the month of May. (Richardson.)
male, secured at the Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan, agrees 
perfectly with this species. (Nutting) Not_ raie at Athabasca 
Landing and up the Athabasca to Lesser Slave- River ; a fe|w 
birds at Fort McMurray, But none seen up the Clearwater River, 
Lat 56° ; not ra^ but lôcal between Methye Portagç,and Isle à - 
la Crosse, Sask. \J. M. Macoun) I saw this, beautiful finch for 
the first time last April and beginning of May in company with 
juncos and tree sparrows. (Coubeaux.) Oh June 8th, 1893, at 
Banff, ^lberta, I found a nest and eggs of this species built in 

• a willow bush five feet from the ground. (W. Raine).
Breeding Notes.—Nest built on a horizontal bough composed 

of vegetable matter, fibre and rootlets, lined with hair. Eggs, 
four, pale dull greenish, almost whfte, sparsely sprinkled with «, 
blackish and lilac. (G. R. White) A bird that is Ijardly as plen­
tiful, apparently, in Ontario, as in former . I have found the
nest three times in Ontario, twice in a sm ruce tree and once ,•
in a cedar. I also saw a nest at LansC ,jOnt.‘t in a small
maple. This is a late breeder, all the egg ave seen were laid

y
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in June. {Rev. C. J. Young.) Breeds in May and June around 
Ottawa, Ont., also at l£ake Nominingue, ioo milés north of it. 
The nest is built in coniferous tree^ftom five to fifteen feet -from 
the ground and is composed or^wigs, rootlets, vègetable down 
and wool with a lining of hairs. ^Eggs, four to five in the set. 
{Gameau . ‘ ' " ’

MUSEUM SPECIMENS

Twelve f four taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun ; 
ojpe at Indian Head, Assa/., in May, 1892; and one at Peace River 
Landing, Atha., Lat. gd’MS'Tjune 19, 1903; three at Edmonton, 
Alta., May 4, 1898; one at Canmore, Rocky Mountains, Alta., 
by W. Spreadborough; two at Ottawa in November, 1890, by Dr. 
F. A. Saunders.'

Four sets of eggs ; three of four each taken ÿt Wolfeville, 
N.S., on June 17th, 1895, by H. Tufts one set. of four taken at 
Hull,,Que., May 28th, 1899, bysMr. A. R. Legge. Nest in a 
small spruce about 8 feet from the gropnd. Optside made of 
grafcs and small twigs ; lined with cow’s hair. ,

si7a. California Purple Finch.
f Carpodacus purpureus califomicus Baird. 1874.

Abundant summer resident on both sides of the Coast Range. 
{Lord.) Common in the coast region; few specimens were taken 
in purple plumage. {Streator.)f An abundant summer resident, 
chiefly west of the Coast Range ; breeds both on Vancouver 
and the mainland. (Fantan.) Common summer residènt at 
Chilliwack, B.C. {Brooks.), Very commén at Hastings, Port 
Heney and Agassiz, B.C, in April, 1889 ; very abundant at Chil­
liwack and Huntingdon, B.C.; feeding on the seeds of the crab- 
apple in the autumn of 1901; tolerably common near Victoria and 
quite common at Comox, Vancouver Island, in June, 1893. 
(.Spreadborough.) Found breeding on thé coast of British Colum­
bia. {Rhoads.)

' MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twelve ; two at Aggasiz. B.C.; three at Chilliwack, B.C. ; two 
at Burrard Inlet, B.6Ï, four at Huntington, B.C.; and one at Vic­
toria, Vancouver Island ; all by Mr. Spreadborough.
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618. Casein’s Purple Finch.
, • • , j *■’..* ' ’

v- Carpodacus cassini Baird. 1854.
Western State-, from the eastern base of the Rocky Mountains 

to the Pacific Co^st, and north to BritishColumbia. (Ridgway.) 
A few examples, probabîy of this speqe*, fyere found breeding 
in the interior of British Columbia. (Rhoads.) Both sides of 
Coast Range, B.C. (Fannin.) Summer resident ât Soda Creek, 
and probably also at Quesnel, B.C., 1901. (Brooks.) Taken at 
Spende’s Bridge and Kamloops in June 1889. One specimen seen 
at Trail, near the International Boundarÿ, B.C., in May, 1903. 
Quite common at Penticton, B.C., in April, 1903,"feeding in the 
tops of bull pine (Finns ponderosa),on their seeds. (Spreadborough.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS. ‘ •

Fourteen taken at Penticton, B.C., by Spreadborough, 1903.

CLXXXVII. PASSER Brisson.

' House Sparrou^
Passer domesij^us (Linnæus) Koch. 1816.

This species has become naturalized iri~all Canadian cities, towns 
and small villages and in many farm-yards, where it lives in 
winter in affluence on the oats found in the droppings of horses. 
It is quite abundant in the autumn, but whether it finds a scarcity 
of food or abundance it is always in evidence in spring, and where 
it once gets a foothold it retains it and spreads further. It is 
abundant everywhere in the eastern provinces, in the settled 
parts of Quebec and Ontario, and, although spoken against 
everywhere, it destroys an enormous quantity of noxious weeds 
in waste grounds and vacant places in cities and their suburbs, 
by eating their seeds, in September, October and November,, 
until the sqow comes, when it takes to the streets. In 1894, a 
few pairs wèrç seen near the railway station at Winnipeg! Man., 
since then they^have spread rapidly westward. (Macoun.) This 
bird is gradually extending its range westward and northwest­
ward. I found it nesting at Yorkton, northern Assa., in June, 
1901, and Mr. Hugh Richardson, during the summer of 1901, sent 
me two sets (of what he called rare eggs) of a bird that had never 
been seen before in the Qu’Appelle valley, Assa., a bird unknown
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to him, and they turned out to be only eggs of the English 
sparrow. I have no record of this .bird from Alberta, but it is 
only a matter of time when it will extend its range right to the 
Rocky Mountain foothills. (W.Raine.)

CLXXXVIII. LOXIA Linnaeus. 1758.

521. American Crossbill.
Loxia curvirostra minor (Brehm) Ridgw. 1885.

One specimen taken in Hudson Strait. It flew on board ship 
and was presented by Dr. Matthews. (Dr. R. Bell) Common 
throughout the year on Newfoundland. (Reeks.) Common ; 
arrives after the breeding season in Nova Scotia. (Downs) 
Usually very abundant in summer when large roving flocks are to 
be met with everywhere in Kings Co., N.S. ; a nest containing 
three young was taken early in August, 1896. (H. Tufts) Three 
seen on Sable Island,N.S., July 2nd, 1902. (James Bouteillier) I did 
not see this species in Cumberland Co., N.S., until March when it 
became common. At that time the males were in full song, and 
the birds were paired, male and female always being seen together. 
I judged both this and the next species would breed in April. 
(Morrelb) Common in woods at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape 
Bretop Island, July, 1898; in spruce trees at Brackley Point, Prince 
Edward Island, Aug. 12, 1888. (Macoun) Abundant in flocks, 
mixed with the following species, feeding chiefly on larch trees 
oq Prince Edward Island. (Dwight) A rather common resident 
in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain) Not uncommon in the Res- 
tigouche valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox) Rare on the Magdalen 
Islands ; a male seen on Grindstone Island. (Bishop) Taken at 
Charlesbourg ; common summer resident in eastern Quebec. 
(Dionne) AJiSnsient visitant butcomtnon ; they are very erratic 
in their movwflFnts and may appear at Montreal at any time during 
the year.bvPt I nave never heard of them breeding in this district; I 
saw a small flock of this species N$ay 14th, *1883, at Cote St. An­
toine, feeding on the cones of a larch tree. (Wintle) A common 
summer visitor at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (W. H. Moore) A 
common winter resident at Ottawa, Ont. The summer records 
are as follows : May 10, 1882 ; August 4, 1887 ; June 19,1889; and 
July 3, 1890. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V) In the winter of 1897 
this bird was very common in Ontario ; and in 1898 I saw a pair
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àt'Lansdowne in the month of April. They frequented some hem­
lock trees in the village, but I'could never tiiake out that they 
were breeding. Since that year I hfle scarcely seen One. (Rev. 
C.J. Young.) Resident in the districts of Parry Sound and Mus- 
koka. They gather in immense flocks and come into the settle­
ment or about the lumber shanties. (/. H. Fleming.) There were 
enormous numbers of this bird in the vicinity df Whitney near 
Algonquin Park, Ont., in November and December, 1898; and in 
the following April there was an extraordinary migration to the 
neighbourhood of Toronto, many remaining till the third week in 
May. It is possible that the.Whitney hordes may have wandered 
south which would account for a visit in such numbers to this 
locality on the return trij). (/. Hughes-Samuel.) Saw a small flock 
both old and young at Câche Lake, Algonquin Park, July 2, 1900. 
(Spreadborough.) A winter visitor at Guelph, Ont. (A. B. Klugh.) 
Transient visitant at Penetanguishene, Ont. Have noticed some 
immense flocks at rare intervals. (A. F. Young.) A small flock 
seen at our campon Echiamamish River, Keewatin, June, 25,1900. 
(Edward A. Prebles.)

A winter visitant in Manitoba ; possibly also breeding. In 
Manitoba I failed to detect its presence excepting during winter 
and spring. It is common wherever there is plenty of spruce and 
tamarac, for the seeds of those are i^s favorite food. (Thompson- 
Seton.) One pair on Methye Portage ; very common on Methye 
River and not rare to Isle à la Crosse, Sask. (/. M. Macoun.) 
Several birds resembling the published description of this species 
were seen at Fort Anderson but none taken. (Macfarlane.) Three 
individuals were observed at Indian Head, Assa. on June 27th, 
1892, three days later a large flock was seen ; this species was 
found in flocks in the Cypress Hiljs, Assa., from the middle of 
June to the end of the month, both in 1894 and 1895. It is ex­
tremely probable that this species nests in the Cypress Hills, as 
they seemed perfectly at home there feeding on the spruce trees; 
observed a pair on August 7th, 1897, *ri Crow’s Nest Pass, Rocky 
Mountains ; seen in large flocks at Banff, Rocky Mountains in 
June, 1891 ; very likely breed there. Taken on the mountains at 
Deer Park, Arrow Lake, B.C., June 6th, 1890 ; not uncommon on 
the mountains on both sides of Pass Creek near Robson, B.C., 
June 24th, 1890 ; taken on the mountains at Spence’s Bridge, 
B.C., May, 28th, 1889, and in flocks at Agassiz ; common
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at Chilliwack, B.C. in the spring of 1901 ; abundant at Pen­
ticton, feeding on seeds of bull pine, April, 1903; a common sum­
mer resident on Vancouver Island; flocks seen almost every day 
near Victoria in the spring of 1893; also at SaL|»Spririg Island and 
Comox/the sante year. (.Spreadborough.) An abundant summer 
resident on both sides of the /Coast Range. (Lord.) From July 
16th to September, pairs were! seen about Ducks, B.C., flying from 
tree to tree looking for food, Laterrd few flocks were seen on the 
coast flying south. (Strector.) An abundant resident throughout 
the province. (Fannin.) Tolerably common; an irregular visitant 
to the lower Fraser valley; resident in the mountains; common 
in Cariboo district in the winter of 1899 and summer of 1900 ; 
abundant at Okanagan, B.C., in the winter of 1897-98. (Brooks) 
Co-extensive with coniferous forests at all elevations, east and 
west of Coast Range, B.C. (Rhoads.) Along the southeastern 
coast of the territory in the vicinity of Sitka and the adjoining 
regions, this is a rather common bird but in only one instance has 
it been taken north of tbfc Alaskan mountains. (Nelson.) Flocks 
oft these birds frequented the tops of the tallest firs at Sitka, 
Alaska, where on account of their quietness they may easily 
escape notice. (Gtinnell.) Osgood took à red crossbill and saw 
another at Unalaska, October 5th, 1899. We did not see any on 
the Yukon. (Bishop.)

Breeding Notes.—I have a set of 4 eggs collected by L.Dicks 
at Cartwright, Labrador, April 20th, 1895. The nest was built in 
the top of a cedar, [?] and was composed externally Of twigs and 
roots and the interior lined with animal fur and feathers. The 
eggs are greenish white, spotted chiefly at the larger end with 
dark brown and grey and average in size 75 x ’58. (IV. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Fourteen ; one taken at London, Ont., in April, 1885, by Mr. W. 
E. Saunders; three taken at Banff, Rocky Mountains, July, 1891, 
one taken at Deer Park, Columbia River, B.C., June, 1890, one at 
Agassiz, B.C., May, 1889, two at Chilliwack, B.C. in June, 1901, and 
six at Penticton, B.C., in April, 1963, all by Mr.W. Spreadborough.
5 22. White-winged Crossbill.

Loxia leucoptera Gmel. 1788.
A rare straggler in Greenland ; a few taken in South Green­

land. (Arct. Man.) Abundant at Fort Chimo, Labrador, somç

/
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winters; rare during other winters ; none observed during sum­
mer; breeds in central portion of Labrador and resident there. 
(Packard!) Common throughout the year in Newfoundland. 
(Reeks.) "Irregularly abundant after the breeding season in Nova 
Scotia. (Drums) Occasionally seen in flocks at Baddeck and 
Margaree, Cape Breton Island, N.S., July, 1898; a very large flock 
in spruce woods at Brackley Point, Prince Edward Island, June, 
1888. (Macoun.) Rather common on Prince Edward Island. 
(Dwight) Very erratic. Remained at Sydney, Cape Breton 
Island, all winter, 1898-99, and bred freely the following February 
and March. Ivan Bayley found many nests. The birds left very 
suddenly in April, leaving several broods of young. (C.R. Harte) 
Seen in King’s Co., N.S., only in winter and early spring, and are 
of irregular occurrence. They frequent the tops of spruce and fir 
trees where they gather the seeds from the cones. (H. Tufts)

' .Common winter resident at St. John, N.B.; a few breed every 
spring. (Chamberlain) xOn July 24th I observed a flock of eight 
or ten individuals at Ellis Bay, Anticosti. (Brewster) Seen 
during the winter at Lake Mistassini, Quebec, x (/. M. Macoun) 
Common on Grindstone and Entry islands, and probably on 
-other islands of the Magdalen Islands. (Bishop) Common winter 
visitor at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B., in 1899, previously rare. 
(IV. H. Moore) A common summer resident in eastern Quebec. 
(Dionne) A common but transient visitor at Montreal. I saw a 
flock of this species feeding on the cones of cedar trees at 
Hocnelaga, Que., on December 8th, 1888. (Wintie)

A large flock of this species was seen near Beechwood ceme­
tery, Ottawa, Ont., in June, 1882. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) 
I saw this bird commonly in the Magdalen Islands in the month of 
June, 1897,and have np doubt but that it breeds there inxthe spruce 
woods though I could not with certainty locate a nest. In that 
same year, in the month of April, I saw three of these birdVon an 
island in the St. Lawrence, near Lansdowne, Ont., feeding on some 
hemlock trees and frequently alighting on the ground in search 
of hemlock seeds. (Rev. C. J. Young) Not as abundant as the 
preceding, but found in both districts. (/. H. Fleming) A few 
seen almost every season, but never really abundant, at Toronto; 
I found them particularly abundant at Whitney, near Algonquin 
Park, Ont., in the fall of 1898 and fairly so at Kaladar, Addington

«
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Co., December, 1884. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) An infrequent winter 
visitor at Guelph, Ont. (A.B. Klugh.) A male and female taken 
at Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay. (Clarke.)

A winter visitant ; possibly resident and breeding. On Decem­
ber 'feth, 1882, at the spruce bush, 350 below zero, shot three indi­
viduals out of a small flock that was feeding on the cones of a tall 
spruce. These were all males. (Thompson-Seton.) Common on 
Methye River in flocks ; a few between that river and Isle à la 
Crosse, Sask. (/. M. Macoun.) Saw several on Macleod River, west 
of Edmonton, Alta., June 19, 1898. Quite common in the woods at 
Banff, Rocky Mountains, and evidently breeding in the summer of 
1891 ; two seen in the Crow's Nest Pass in 1897. (^preadborough.) 
This crossbill inhabits the dense spruce forests of the Northwest 
Territories, feeding principally on the seeds of the cones. It 
ranges through the whole breadth of the continent and probably 
up to Lat. 68*, where the woods terminate, though it was not ob­
served by us north of Lat. 63*. (Richardson.) North to Fort Good 
Hope on the Mackenzie River. (Ross.) A pair of this species 
was obtained during our residence at Fort Anderson but no nests 
were seen. (Macfarlane.) Rocky Mountain district; Beaver Pass, 
B.C. by Mr. Geo. Hyde. (Fannin.) Three specimens taken at 
Chilliwack, B.C. ; quite abundant in the Cariboo district in the 
winter of 1898-99 and common in the summer of 1900. (Brooks.) 
Common on Queen Charlotte Islands, B.C., but no specimens were 
taken ; common at Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, but always in pairs. 
^Osgood.) Although the last species is thus far known only as an 
excessively rare visitant in the northern portion of Alaska; the 
present bird is found in the greatest abundance wherever trees 
occur to afford shelter. (Nelson.) This species is abundant in the 
interior of the Yukon district and other wooded parts. It only 
occasionally visits St. Michael and then never in large flocks. 
(Turner.) This species was à common resident throughout the 
year in certain "parts of the Kowak valley, Kotzebue Sound. 
They were always to be found along the bases of the mountains, 
especially in the tracts of small spruces bearing great clusters of 
cones. (Grinnell.) Crossbills in flocks of from half a dozen to one 
hundred individuals wereoften seen from Lake Lebarge to Charlie 
Village, July 16th to August nth, 1899, on the Yukon River, 
Yukon District. (Bishop.)
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Breeding Notes.—On April 26th I found a regular paradise for 
crossbills. Itwas a stretch of the requisite dwarf spruce lying along 
the Jade Mountains near the head of Hunt River. Here I met 
with several flocks of white-winged crossbills which, from their 
unusually lively behavior, indicated the mating season to be at 
hand. Two or three pairs were apparently already mated, for they 
were detached from the main flock, each by itself. The males 
were singing very loudly a twitter somewhat resembling that of 
the American goldfinch, but coarser. The females were shy, fly­
ing covertly from tree to tree and darting through the foliage to 
avoid the officious advances of the males, who were following 
them. The latter flew in broad circles above the females, with 
slowly beating wings, singing continuously, and finally settling on 
quivering, outstretched wings in a tree top. I visited this locality 
again on the 28th May, and was fortunate enough to find three 
nests of the white-winged crossbill. On this date the large flocks 
Had scattered out, apd the birds were mostly - seen singly or in 
pairs. Two or three companies of a dozen or so were noted, these 
probably being non-breeders or yearlings. The first nest was 
found by spotting'a pair of birds and closely watching their move­
ments. They were feeding when first noted, but in a few minutes 
I suddenly lost sight of the female, although the male remained 
in the vicinity, frequently uttering the metallic call-note previously 
described. After waiting some time, I proceeded to the tree 
where the female was last seen. On vigorously shaking the tree 
several times she flew out of a dense clump of branches and perch­
ed a few yards off, chirping solicitously. Both birds soon left the 
vicinity and did not return while I remained. The nest was situat­
ed close to the trunk,ten feet above the ground, in a mass of foliage 
so thick as to entirely hide it from view. It contained two eggs 
about bne-third incubated. These are ovate and measure '86 x '61, 
•84x‘6o. The ground colour is an extremely pale tint of blue. One 
egg has scattering ill-defined spots and blotches o^pale chocolate. 
The other egg has numerous very pale lavender markings, and, 
mostly at the larger end, a number of spots and four large blotches 
of dark seal-brown. The second nest was found through locating a 
male bird by its call-ne^e, and then tapping every tree in the 

. vicinity with a stick. Thefemale was thus flushed from her nest, 
which was 12 feet up near the top of a dwarf spruce. It was em­
bedded in a mass of foliage against the stem of the tree, much as
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in the case of the first nest. It contained two pipped eggs and 
one newly hatched young. The parents evinced more solicitude 
in this case, chirping and flyi/g from treç to tree. The third nest 
was found similarly, though/the female left the nest unobserved 
and I had to wait until she(returned to be able to locate the nest. 
This was 15 feet from the grôilnd, hidden in the dense spruce top, 
as before. There was but one freïh egg. This measures 77 x "58. 
It is almost white (before blown, pinkish) with scattering abruptly- 
defined spots and lines of bay and fawn colour, must numerous at 
the larger end. The three nests are just alike in every way. They 
consist externally of short dry spruce twigs ; and internally wf a 
black wool-like lichen, closely felted, and with a scanty admixture 
of feathers and bits of grasses. The nests are nearly black, and 
thus present an odd appearance as compared with those of the usual 
consistency of other birds. The nest measurements are : inter­
nal diameter 2 20, depth V20; external diameter 4'00, depth 2‘50. 
(GrinneU.) I have a set of 4 eggs taken at Sandwich Bay,Labrador, 
April 9th, 1894, by L. Dicks. The nest is made of fine roots and 
twigs, lined with moss and animals fur, and the 4 eggs are pale 
bluish white, spotted at the larger ends with’brown of various 
shades, black and lilac grey. The eggs of the two species of 
crossbill are seldom obtained, for like the Canada jay they have 
eggs while the snow is on the ground very early in the spring and 
at a time when it is difficult to get into the woods on account of 
the snow. (W. Raint.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven ; three taken at Ottawa by Mr. F. A. Saunders and Prof. 
Macoun ; two at Bracebridge, Ont., February, 1892, and two at 
Banff, Rocky Mountains, June, 1891, by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

CLXXXIX. LEUCOSTICTE Swainson. 1831.

528. Aleutian Leucosticte-
Leucosticte griseonucha (Brandt) Bonap. 1850.

East and west of the Coast Range; tolerably common. (Fannin.) 
On the Aleutian Islands, from one extremity to the other, is 
found this large and beautiful finch, extending its habitat thence 
north to include the Prybilof Islands and the small island of St. 
Matthew still further to the north. East of the Aleutian chain
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it reaches Kadiak Island. On all these islands, except one or 
two exceptions, it is a permanent resident. {Nelson.) This species 
is common on all the Aleutian Islands, including the Prybilof 
Islands, and has also been observed on Kadiak Island. {Turner.) 
We saw a number of this species on St. George Island, Behring 
Sea, October 3rd, 1899. At Unalaska, I saw a flock of about 
twenty and another of two young, birds on the 5th. {Bishop) I 
have a nest and four eggs that were collected at St. George 
Island, Behring Se^, June 8th, 1897, by Mr. J. M. Macoun. The 
nest is composed of fine roots and grass lined with fine grass. 
The eggs are usually white, but are sometimes finely spotted with 
pale rusty brown, and average 'ç8x‘/0. {IV. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

One taken on St. Paul Island, Behring Sea, June, 1891, and one 
set of five eggs from the same place, taken on June 29th, 1891, 
by Mr. James M. Macoun.

583-1. Kadiak Leuoostiote.
Leucosticte kadiaka McGregor. 1901.

Karluk, Kadiak Island, Alaska. Known only from Kadiak 
Island. {The Condor, Vol. III., 8.)

68*. Gray-crowned Leuooetiote.
Leucosticte tephrocotis Swains. 1831.

One specimen, taken near Birtle, Manitoba, in January, 1891, 
by Mr. George Copeland ; also two specimens in museum at 
Winnipeg, taken by Mr. Hine. {Thompson-Seton.) Of this new 
and striking species only one specimen was obtained, which was 
killed on the Saskatchewan in May, 1827. {Richardson.) Rocky 
Mountain district ; in winter occasionally west of the Coast 
Range. {Fannin.) Summits of the Rocky Mountains ; very 
rare. Breeds at an altitude of 7,000 feet. {Lord.) This species 
was first seen on the summit of Avalanche Mountain, Selkirk 
Mountains, B.C., August 4th, 1885 ; there was a pair of old birds 
and four young ones, they were quite tame ; later in the season 
they were taken at Hector, Rocky Mountains. {Macoun.) Found 
on the summits of all the mountains around Banff in the summer 
of 1891 and on the high mountains to the southeast in 1897. They 
certainly breed on all mountains above 7,500 feet; observed,
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above the timber line on all the mountains ascended around 
the sources of the Athabasca River in 1898. (Spread-
borough.) I have taken the typical species as far west as Chilli­
wack, B.C.; a large flock seen once or twice on mountains to the 
west of Lake Okanagan ; the typical species breeds on the high 
mountains near Barkerville, Cariboo district, B.C. {Brooks.) A 
flock of three birds was seen near Field, B.C., Rocky Mountains. 
{Rhoads.)

Breeding Notes.—As the nest and eggs of this bird have never 
been recorded, I am pleàsed to describe them for the first time. 
I have a nest and four eggs with the parent bird that were taken 
at Banff, Rocky Mountains, Alta., on June 9th, 1892, by Mr. Wm. 
Fear. The nest is made of roots and .fine bark lined with fine 
grass and was built in a crevice of a rock, and the eggs are pure 
white, averaging'gON-ôg. {IV.Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven ; two taken August 6th, 1891, on Mount Aylmer, Devil’s 
Lake, Banff, Rocky Mountains and five on Moose Mountain, 
foothills of Rocky Mountains, Alta., in July, 1887, by Mr. Spread- 
borough. .

624m. Hepburn’s Leucosticte.
Leucosticte tephrocotis littoralis (Baird) Cou^s. 1872.

The types of this form came from Sitka, and since then speci­
mens have been obtained from Sitka, Kadiak, British Columbia, 
Wyoming and Rocky Mountain region as far south as Colorado. 
{Nelson.) Abundant summer resident on both sides, of the Coast 
Range. {Lord.) We found this bird only at the summit of the 
White Pass, head of Lynn Canal. {Bishop.) From the coast to 
the Rocky Mountains ; at Ashcroft, Clinton and Burrard Inlet. 
Taken at Port Simpson by Mr. W. B. Anderson. {Fannin.) Rare 
winter visitant at Chilliwack ; breeds above the timber line in the 
Coast Range; some of the specimens seen at Lake Okanagan 
may have been this species; typical specimens taken in the winter 
in the Cariboo district, B.C. {Brooks.) Found tolerably common 
on the summit of Mount Arrowsmith, Vancouver Island, July 19th, 
1887. {Macoun.) One specimen seen on top of a mountain at 
the foot of Chilliwack Lake^B.C., July 20th, 1901. {Spreadborough.)
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MUSEUM SPECIMEN.

One ; taken on Mount Arrowsmith, Vancouver Island, July 
17th, 1887, by Prof. Macoun.

4
CXC. ACANTHIS Bechstein. 1803.

527. Greenland Redpoll.
Acanthis hornemannii (Hole.) Stejn. 1884.

Said to be constantly resident in Greenland and a regular 
breeder but not further south than Lat. 70° north. (Arct. Man.) 
Very abundant in winter in northern Labrador. Not occurring in 
summer from May 15th to September 1st of each year. {Packard.) 
Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay. (Clarke.)

About the year 1863, a friend who used to join me in some of 
my local collecting trips, was in the town of Galt, Ont,, and seeing 
a small flock of large light-colored redpolls, secured two of the" 
lot and sent them to me in the flesh. {Mcllwraith!)

527a. Hoary Redpoll.
Acanthis hornemannii exilipes (Coues) Stejn. 1884. 

Abundant and resident in Labrador ; breeds plentifully at Fort 
Chimo, where nests and eggs were obtained bylNelson. {Packard!)

Specimens of this bird, taken by Mr. W. L./Scott in the spring 
of i883„were identified by Dr. Coues. It i$/also included in the 
list of arrivals for 1887 on March 19th. {Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. 
V.) During the winter of 1896 a flock of redpolls was observed 
at East Toronto. I secured nine specimens from what I was 
given to understand was the same flock. Mr. Ridgeway identified 
them all as Acanthis exilpes. The specimens were ^fSl^pn in Feb­
ruary and March, 1897. I have examined a specimen taken by 
Mr.Kay at Port Sydney, Muskoka District. (/. H. Fleming.) One 
specimen killed out of a large flock of redpolls at Hamilton'Beach, 
Ont., by Mr. K. C. Mcllwraith on 6th April, 1885. {Mcllwraith.) 
Three specimens from York Factory and one from Fort Churchill, 
Hudson Bay, collected in July, 1900, are referable to this form. 
{£. A. Predies.) *

A migrant and winter vistitant in Manitoba. Specimens were 
taken at Carberry in the early winter from a flock of A. linaria. 
{Thompson-Seton.) Quite numerous in flocks of the comrtkm red-
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poll at Indian Head, Assa., which were common from April 1st to 
20th, 1892. (Spreadborough.) Carlton House, on the South
Saskatchewan, November to March. (Blakiston vide Ridgway) 
North to Lapierre’s House, on the Mackenzie River ; common. 
(Ross.) I carefully examined all flocks of redpolls in the winter of 
,897^t8,.i«\the Cariboo district, B.C., and only secured one specimen 
that showed any approach to exilipes. {Brooks.) Thjs is the prevail­
ing species of the genus throughout northern Alaska, where it 
occurs in great numbers. It is indistinguishable from the common I 
redpoll except for the/differences in coloration and is constantlyA. 
associated with themC—{Nelson.) This species is a common bird \ 
throughout the entire territory of Alaska. {Turner.) This species 
is not common at Point Barrow, and only of irregular occurrence. , 
We only obtained one nSt and saw very few birds. {Murdoch)
The hoary redpoll was a common resident throughout the region 
around Kotzebue Sound. Out of 112 skins taken 104 were of this 
species. {Grinnell.) Sixteen specimens taken at Point Barrow, 
Alaska, exhibit very little variation. {Witmer Stont) I secured 
two young from a flock about fifteen miles above Circle City, 
Alaska, August 13th, 1899 ; and Osgood, one on the 19th, from a 
flock at Circle City ; rather common in small flocks at St. Michael 
in September. {Bishop)

Breeding Notes.—The hoary redpoll was a common resident 
throughout the region under consideration. At Cape Blossom 
during July, 1898, they were mainly in pairs, though siyall-com- 
panies of from 4 to 8 were occasidtally seen. They frequentfed 
the dwarf willow and alder patches, especially among the hills 
back from the coast. Two nests were found on the 20th of July. 
They were each built in the crotches of low bushes about two 
feet from the ground, and were only one hundred feet apart on a 
slope sparsely covered with small bushes. The nests were com­
posed of dried mildewed grasses externally, with a thick lining of 
cottony down from the seed-cases of a kind of grass, and a few 
feathers. One of the nests contained four eggs and the other five. 
Both sets were far advanced in incubation and the latter set con­
tained one infertile egg. The female birds were sitting closely 
when the nests were discovered, and in both cases I nearly 
touched them before they slipped from the nests. They darted 
quickly out of sight, making no solicitous demonstrations what­
ever. Another nest was found nekr Cape Blossom on July 1st,

7.
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1899. This was in every way similar to the other two,'and con­
tained four slightly incubated eggs. As the month of May 
advanced the flocks of redpolls began to bte^k up though the 
pairs were prone to stay within call of each other,' a sociable trait. 
The first nest was found on June 4th and contained five badly 
incubated eggs. This indicates that nesting begins soon after 
the middle of May. Another nest, containing five slightly in­
cubated eggs, was taken on the 5th ; the nest was saddled in the 
forksW a leafless willow above water at the margin of an ice- 
covered lake. This nest may be described ai typical of the ones 
found in the Kowak valley. It is a very compact and well pro­
portioned structure of fine dry rootlets, grasses and slender plant 
stems lined with soft white willow down and a few ptarmigan 
feathers. The diameter of the nest cavity is 170, and the depth 
V25. External diameter, 4 00; depth, 210. A nest of five fresh 
eggs, taken on Jilne 6th, was nine feet above the ground in the top 
of a small spruce 'pt the edge of a dense strip of timber. The 
eggs of the hoarÿ redpoll are pale Nile blue, with spots, lines, 
dots and scrawls of vinaceous, lavender, chocolate and so dark* a 
brown as to appear black in some cases. These markings tend to 
form wreaths about the larger ends of many eggs. The eggs vary 
in sha^>e from ovate to short-ovate. (Grinnell.) I have six nests 
with sets of eggs of this species. They were collected at Peel 
River, Mackenzie Delta, by the Rev. I. O. Stringer, who ha*s just 
/efurqfd from that far away northern region after spending eight 

wears amongst the Eskimos. The nests are beautiful structures of 
fine twigs^and roots felted together with vegetable down and 
snugly filled with down and feathers. One nest, taken July 19th, 
1898, wafe built in a willow only tjvo feet from the ground, and 
contained four eggs. Another nestwas built in a small shrub le%s 
than one ^ootfrom the ground, apd obtained five eggs, averaging 
in size '6p x 52. The Eskimo name for this bird is “ Peôgwak.” 
(W.Raini.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two taken at Indian Head, Assa., April 17th, 1892, by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough. A large series of eggs taken at Nachvak, Lab­
rador, in 1895. One set of five eggs and nest taken at Nachvak 
by G. Ford in 1897; also two eggs taken at Fort Chimo, Ungava, 
June 13th, 1896.
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628. Redi
'"V

Âcanthis linaria (Linn.) Bonap. & Schleg. 1850.
/ Abundant and resident in Labrador. Breeds plentifully at Fort

. Chimo, where nests and eggs were obtained by Nelson. (.Packard.) 
One seen on James Bay, June 15th; a few observed at Great 
Whale River. Common from Richmond Gulf, across the interior 
to Ungava Bay ; seen in large flocks at Fort Chimo in September, 
1896. (Spreadborough.) Very common everywhere along the 

x northeastern coast of Labrador; apparently all the redpolls be­
longed to this race. (Bigelow.) Very common resident in New- 

4 foundland, does not migrate. (Reeks.) Rather common in winter 
in Nova Scotia. (Downs.) Said to be common in winter at Syd­
ney, Cape Breton Island ; saw a flock December 10th, 1901. (C. 
R. Harte.) Common some winters in Kings Co., N.S., in others 
they are absent. (H. Tufts,) Two specimens seen on Sable Island,

• N.S., May 3rd, 1902. (J tmes Bouteillier.) In the spruce trees by the 
beach, Brackley Point, Prince /Edward Isfand, June 27th 1888. 
(Afacoun.) A winter visitant in ittwBrunswick; some winters qu|te 
common. (Chamberlain.) A winter visity at Scotch Lake, York-Cp., 
N.B.; sometimes common, sometimes x&rt.\{W.H. Moore.) Seen dur­
ing the winter at Lake Mistassini, northern Quebec. (J.M.Macoun.) 
Taken at Beauport; winter resident in eastern Quebec. (Dionne.)

I An abundant winter visitant at Montreal ; observed therein flocks 
from October 25th tô April 29th. The latter date is late in the 
spring of th4 year to find the species, at Montreal, although in

* 1883, I saw large numbers in the month of "May feeding on the 
ground in the woods in Hochelaga. (Wintle.) An abundant winter 
visitor at Ottawa. Summer records are June 6,1882; June 3, 1888; 
and May 22, 1890. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) I saw a small 
flock of what I took for hoary redpolls in the month of March at 
Lansdowne, Ont., feeding on seeds of the hemlock ; and have 
frequently seen flocks of the other varieties in the winter. A few 
breed on the Magdalen Islands. (Rev. C.J. Young.) An irregular 
winter visitor at Guelph, Ont. (A.B. Klugh.) An abundant winter* 
visitor in the Parry Sound and Muskoka districts, often remaining 
to the beginning of May. (J. H. Fleming.) In the early spring

^ of 1881 these birds appeared near London, Ont*in considerable 
nqjnbers but have not been seen since that time. yW.E. Saunders.) 
Abundant winter visitant at Penetanguishene early in October.
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(A. F. Young.) Eight specimens, including one in juvenal plumage, 
were collected at York Factory, Hudson Bay, July 12th to 16th, 
1900, where the birds were abundant, and a very bright male was 
taken at Fort Churchill, July 23rd. {E. A. Prebits.)

An abundant fall and winter visitor in Manitoba ; feeding 
on the seeds of various plants. (Thompson-Seton.) A few 
specimens were seen on the Clearwater River below Methye 
Portage; common on the portage. (/. M. MacStn.) A common 
and regular winter visitor near Prince Albert, Sask., ar­
riving in small flocks nearly at the same time as the pine gros­
beak and remaining sometimes late in the spring. (Coube ux.) 
This nqôt and hardy bird,is»one of the permanent residents in the 
Northwest Territories where it may be seen in the coldest weather 
on the banks of lakes and rivers, hopping among reeds and carices 
or clingimj^-trr'their stalks. {Richardson.) North to Fort Good 
Hope offthe Mackenzie River ; abundant. (Ross.) .This species 
was just as abundant as the Greenland redpoll in the wooded 
country, and ive procured as many nests as of it. (Macfarlane.) 
This spçpjes was seen in la/ge flocks at Indian Head, Assa., 
during the first three weeks of April, 1892, after which they all 
disappeared. April 7th, 11694, saw's flock of sixteen at Medicine 
Hat, Assa. Two specimens Were seen at Edmonton, Alta., on 
April 19th, 1897 ; common in flocks around Revelstoke, B.C., up 
to the last of April, 1890; seen at the lower end of Lower Arrow 
Lake, Columbia River, June 18th, 1890. (Spreadborough.) An 
abundant summer resident in British Columbia. (I^ord.) Common 
throughout the province. {Fannin.) Irregular winter visitant at 
Chilliwack; common winter resident at Lake OkanSgon, B.C.,also 
common in the Cariboo district in winter. {Brooks.) This species 
is found in Alaska in smaller numbers than the preceding, 
the southeastern coast of the territoryr\including Kadiak anVthe 
Sitkan region, ttjp^îresent bird is found to the exclusion of the 
other. {Nelteffu) This species ÀsC^ cpjrimon resident of all parts 
of Alaska, excepting the Aleutiaw-^lands. In the latter district 
it is a surpmer visitor only, though breeding there I have never 
observk<f it west of Unalaska Island. {Turner.) Large flocks were 
seen frequently both at Hope and Tyonek, Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, 
in August, 1900. {Osgood.) Of the 112 skins taken at Kotzebue 
Sound only seven were referable to this species. Although few 
were taken they evidently breed in the country as specimens were

Z
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taken from March to October. (Grinneli.) We saw several, 
usually in pairs and very shy, af Bennett, B.C., June 17th, 1899, 
and near Charlie Village a fine male. (Bishop.)

Breeding Notes.—During the last week of May and early in 
June, 1899, Mr: A. P. Low found this bird breeding abundantly at 
the mouth of the Gt'eat Whale River, Hudson Bay, and I secured 
close upon 150 eggs of this species that were then collected. The 
nests were built4ow down in stunted willowS^not more than two 
or three feet from the ground and contained five or six eggs 
each. I have also several sets that were taken at Cartwright, 
Labrador, by the late Lambert Dicks during June, 1895. On 
June 20th, 1890, Mr. Stringer found several nests at the-delta of 
the Mackenzie River, 100 miles from its mouth. Here the nests 
were built in willows two or three feet from the ground and con­
tained four and five eggs each. I have three nests collected by 
Mr. Stringer, and they are beautifully and compactly built, exter\ 
nally of fine roots and grass, inside felted with down and 
feathers. (IV. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
, I

Eleven; one taken at Ottawa, Oht., in April, 1890, by Mr. F. A. 
Saunders; four at Indian Head, Assa, in April, 1892, two at 
Medicine Hat, Assa., in April, 1894, three at Revelstoke, B.C., in 
April, 1890, one at Edmonton, Alta., April 19th, 1898, all by 
Mr. W. Spread bo rough. One set of 4 eggs taken at Great 
Whale River, Hudson Bay, May, 1899, by Mr. A. P. Low.

* 4

628o. Holbcell’s Redpoll.
Acanthis linaria holbœllii (Brehm) Dubois. 1871.

This species was caught in a thick fog in Grinnell Bay, Sept. 
3rd, 1877. (Kumlieu.) Rather common in winter at Fort Chimo, 

r Labrador; none to oe seen from May 15th to September 1st of 
each year. (Packard!) This species is not uncommon in eastern 
Quebec mixed up in the flocks of A. linaiya. (Dionri^!^/One 
specimen taken at Moose Factory, James Bay, is in the National 
Museum at Washington. (E. A. Prebles.)

A specimen Jaken by Mr. Kay at Port Sydney, Muskoka dis­
trict, on April 14th, 1890, was identified at Washington as this 
subspecies; various specimens have been taken at Toronto and 
identified as this subspecies. (J. H. Flendhg!) Three specimens,
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one male, taken March 3rd, and a male and female taken March 
15th, 1888, at Lome Park, hear Toronto, Ont., were c^Sermined' 
to be this form by Mr. Ridgway. ( Thompson-Seton in frans Can. 
Inst., III., 1892, p. 64.) One specimen of this race was taken on 
the Kowak River, April 10th, 1899/ (Grinnell.) Breeding on
Hferschell Island and other Arctic islands. {Ridgway.)

528* Greater Redpoll. - V
Acanthis linaria rostrata (Coues) Stejn. 1884.

Said to breed generally'throughout Greenland, suitable local­
ities being of course understood, but is migratory there. (Aret. 
Man.) Occasionally met with in New Brunswick. {Chamberlain.) 
Among a number of redpolls from Parry Sound district examined 
by Mr. Ridgway were specimens intermediate between this 
species and A. lin iria. I have, however, seen typical specimens 
from Muskoka; occurs in Toronto regularly in flocks of A.linaria. 
{J. H. Fleming.) Among a number of redpolls sent to Washing­
ton for determination by Mr. Ridgway is a young male taken at 
Toronto by Mr. Cro^ on February 10th, 1890, and arr adult 
female taken at Lome Park, November 9th, 1899, which were pro­
nounced the greater redpoll. {Thompson-Selon in Trans. Can.Inst., 
III., 1892, p. 64.)

Bbebding Notes.—A few pairs breed in northern Labrador, 
though its summer home is in Greenland. I have, three sets of 
eggs of this bird that were collected by Mr. Ford at Ungava Bay, 
northern Labrador, June 15th, 1894. The nests were built in 
willows two or three feet from the ground and contained five eggs 

I each which are easily distinguished from the common redpoll by 
their larger size. This bird is more abundant in south Greenland. 
{W. Raine.)

Goldfinch-
Carduelis elegans Stephens. 1826. 1

A male European goldfinch was collected May 21st, 1887, by 
Daniel S. Cox, about a mile north of Toronto city limits—one out 
of four—while resting on the top of a beech tree. The remaining, 
three flew off in a northerly direction. The birds were evidently 
in a natural condition and)migrants from the south, doubtless 
from the New York colony. {William Brodie in The Auk, Vol. 
V., p. au.'
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CXCI. ASTRAGALI N US Cabanis. 1851.
«•

629. American Goldfinch.
Astragalinus tristis (Linn.) Cab. 1851.

Kumlien caught an adult male on shipboard off Cape Mugford, 
Labrador (?), August 22rtd, 1877; occurs in southern portions of 
Labrador. Nelson writes that a bird called a “ goldfinch ” was 
described accurately and asserted to occur occasionally at Fort 
Chimo, but he did not succeed in finding it. (Packard,.) A com­
mon summer migrant in Newfoundland. {Reeks.) Heard but not 
seen along the Humber River, Newfoundland, 1899. {Louis H. 
Porter.) Common ; a few remain all winter in Nova Scotia. 
{Downs.) A few seen at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape Breton 
Island, July, 1898; one pair seen on Winsloe Road, Prince Edward 
Island, July 21st, 1888. (Maxoun) A few seen almost daily when . 
on Prince Edward Island. {Dwight.) Mr. Bayley says it is com­
mon at Sydney, Cape Breton Island, breeding late in June, first 
seen May 24th, 1891. {C. R. Harte.) Fairly common throughout 
the year at Wolfville, Kings Co., N.S. {H. Tups) An abundant 
summer resident in New Brunswick. {Chamberlain) Irregular in 
arriving in spring at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B.; coming from 
February 16th to May 28th; departing from October to December. 
Its nests are placed in deciduous bushes and trees, the eggs num­
ber from 3-5. I have seen a nest so compactly built that during 
a heavy shower in July it nearly filled with water and the birds 
deserted it. {W. H. Moore) Restigouche valley, N.B.; always 
near settlements. {Brittain & Cox) Common at Gaspé, Quebec, 
but nowhere else on the Gulf o^St. Lawrencç. {Brewster) Taken 
at Beauport ; a summer resident in eastern Quebec. {Dionne.) 
An abundant summer resident at Montreal ; breeds in Mount 
Royal Park, nests found containing fresh eggs from July 22nd to 
August 8th ; observed at Montreal from April 7th to November 
18th ; have been seen as late as December nth, 1890. {Wintle)

Abundant summer resident at Qttawa, Ont. It occasionally- 
winters here in large flocks as it did in 1888-9. {Ottawa Naturalist, 
Vol. V.) A very common summer resident in Ontario. I have 
seen flocks of this bird in January at Calabogie Lake, Renfrew 
Co. and occasionally £^t Lansdowne on the St. Lawrence. It is a 
very late breeder, seldom nesting until the middle of June; I have 
seen fresh eggs in August. {Rev. C.J. Young.) An abundant

\
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summer resident in both the Parry Sound and Muskoka districts. 
(/. H. Fleming.) Common around the buildings at jCâche Lake, 
Algonquin Park, Ont., June, 1900. (Spreadborougk.) Common 
everywhere, and is to be found every winter in varying numbers 
in the cedar swamps about London, Ont. In the spring, erratic 
flocks are seen jow here, now there; but^hey begin to seek their 
summed quarters, losing and to be regularly observed about April 
28th, on an average qf fourteen years. (IV. E. Saunders.) A com­
mon resident ; most abundant in summer around Guelph, Ont. 
(A.B.Klugh.) An abundant summer resident at Penetanguishene, 
Ont. ; breeds. (A. F. Youug.)

This familiar bird was noted only at Pembina on the borders of 
* Manitoba. (Coues.) A common summer resident in Manitoba. 
I have not noted this bird in Manitoba before the end of May. 
In this country it finds neither thistles nor orchards, so it feeds 
largely on the sçed of Rudbeckia hirta and Gaillardia arista/a, and 
nests in the low poplars and oaks on the edges of the heavier 
timber. (Thompson-Seton.) Quite common in the vicinity of 
Brandon, Man., 1896. (Macoun.) First seen at Indian Head,
Assa., June 1st, 1892, but were quite common by the 10th; they 
breed there ; one individual was seen at Crane Lake, Assa., June 
I ith, 1894, and on the25th of the same month two pairs were seen 
in the east end of the Cypress Hills, Assa.; eight of these birds 
were seen at 12-Mile Lake and afterwards at Wood Mountain, 
Assa., as late as June 17th, 1895; seen next, June 27th, in Fare­
well Creek valley, in the Cypress Hills, and on the 30th along 
Sucker Creek, Assa.; common in the valley of Milk River,

/
especially at Castellated Rocks, also on St. Mary’s River and 
Lee«’s Creek, Alta., and near Chief Mountain at the base of the 
Rocky Mountains. (Spreadborough.) This very gay goldfinch is 
one of the tardiest summer visitors in the Northwest Territories, 
and it retires southwards in September after a stây of a little over 

, three months. (Richardson.) A tolerably . qommon summer 
resident near Prince Albert, Sask., breeding throughout the 
region. (Coubeaux.)

Breeding Notes.—A common breeding summer resident at 
Ottawa, Ont. Its nest is often built in a white cçdar, and is com­
posed of downy and other soft vegetable matter; a very neat 
and compact affair, lined with horse hair, fine grass and down.

' * 1 " 4
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Eggs four, of a faint bluish-white colour. (G. R. White.) Thi$ 
species nests at Ottawa and near Lake Nominigue, 100 miles north 
of it. The nest is composed of vegetable fibres, fine grass and strips 
of bark, lined mostly with thistle-down and sometimes with hairs. 
Nests in July and August and lays five or six eggs. (Game au.) 
Not very common at Toronto, Ont., and is a late breeder, seldom 
having eggs before July 12th. (W. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Ten; one taken at Ottawa, December, 1888, by Mr. G. R. 
White; three at Ottawa in October, 1890, by Mr. F. A. Saunders; 
one at Toronto by Mr. S. Herring ; two at Bracebridge, Ont., in 
December, 1891, one at Indian Head, Assa., June, 1892, and two 
at 12-Mile Lake, Assa., June, 1895, by Mr. W. Spread borough.

Two sets of eggs. One of four eggs taken at Wakefield, Que., 
on August 15th, 1897, by Mr. F. K. Whiteaves; one of five eggs 
taken at Toronto, Ont., on July 30th, 1889, by Mr. W. Raine.
529a. Pale Goldfinch.

Astragalinus tristis pallidus Mearns. 1890.
Rocky Mountain plateau district of the United States north to 

eastern British Columbia, western Manitoba, 8tc. (Ridgway.)
5296. Willow Goldfinch.

Astragalinus tristis salicamans (Grinnell) Ridgw. 1899. 
Of irregular occurrence during early winter at Okanagan, B.C. 

{Brooks) Chiefly confined to the mainland on both slopes of the 
Coast Range and in the Rocky Mountain district. {Fannin.) 
Abundant on both slopes of the Coast Range. {Lord.) Only 
once specimen taken at Cascade, on the International Boundary, 
B.C., in the summer of 1902. .{Spreadborough.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS. W

One taken at Cascade, B.C..June, 1902, by Mr. Spreadborough.

CXCII. 8PINUS Koch. 1816.

683. Pine Siskin- , ,
Spinuspinus (Wils.) Stejn. 1884. / .

Recorded as common in Labrador by Audubon. {Pacjmrd) 
• Rather rare along the northeastern coast of Labrador in company
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with redpolls. ( Witmore Stone) A summer migrant in Newfound­
land. (Reeks.) Large flocks seen commonly along the Humber 
River, Newfoundland, 1899. (Louis H. Porter.) Rather common 
in Nova Scotia ; a summer resident. (Downs.) Three seen on 
Sable Island, N.S., June 3rd, one on July 24th and a number 
on October 4th, 1902. (James Bouteillier.) A few observed 
at Baddeck, Cape Breton Island. (F. H. Allen.) Small flocks 
were seen at Shulee, Cumberland Co., N.S. and at Hebert River 
in December ; none were seen at Parrsboro. When I returned to 
Hebert River in March I found it by far the most abundant 
bird. (Morrell.) Large flocks seen at North Sydney, Cape Bre­
ton Island, in November, 1901, and on June 8th, 1902 ; probably 
breeds. (C. R. Harte.) Breeds near Wolfville, Kings Co., N. S., 
regularly in May and June and usually is common till September ; 
at other times of the year it is very irregular. (H. Tufts) It 
surprised me to meet this species but once on Prince Edward Is­
land,—a male at Souris. (Dwight.) A common "Species in New 
Brunswick; breeds very early. (Chamberlain.) A very irregular 
winter visitor; I think that some years i| breeds at Scotch Lake, 
York Co., N.B. (IV. H.Moore) Quite common in the Restigouche 
valley, N.B., in summer. (Brittain & Cox.) One of the most 
abundant birds on the Magdalen Islands until July, 1887. (Bishop.) 
Abuncjant at Gaspé and apparently nesting in the spruces and 
balsams in the village street, July 14th; later, July 24th, it was 
found in flocks at Ellis Bay, Anticosti. (Brewster.) Taken at Beau- 
port; a common summer resident in eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) A 
common winter visitant at Montreal ; I observed a large flock of 
these birds, October, 18th, 1885 on Isle Jesus, feeding on willows. 
(IVintle.)

A common winter resident at Ottawa, Ont. ; though some­
what irregular in its visits like most of our winter birds. 
Summer records are as follows : May 10,1882; May 15, and August 
15, 1884; May 2,1888, and May 16, 1890. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. 
V.) I have often met with immense flocks in the Parry Sound 
and Muskoka districts. They keep together till May when they 
either disperse or disappear. In the winter the flocks are joined 
by redpolls and goldfinches. (/. H. Fleming.) A winter visitor at 
Guelph, Ont. (A. B. Klugh) Winter resident at Penetanguishene, 
Ont. (A. F. Young.) An irregular migrant in Manitoba; often 
seen in flocks of hundreds. (Thompson-Seton.) Two specimens
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seen at Grand Rapids on the Saskatchewan. (Nutting.) Common 
on Methye Portage, Sask. (/. M. Macoun.) On June 2nd, 1892, 
this species was common on the shore of Deep Lake near Indian 
Head, Assa., where they were feeding on some small insects near 
the water, two were shot and their stomachs were full of the 
insects; a few observed at Medicine Hat, Assa., in April, 1894 ; 
in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains, north to Edmonton, 
Alta. 1897 ; and thence to Peace River Landing, Atha., in 1903; 
common in flocks in June, 1891 at Banff, Rocky Mountains ; 
observed at Trail, Sophie Mountain and Old Glory Mountain near 
the International Boundary, 1902, and at Penticton, B.C., 1903 ; 
flocks observed at Agassiz, B.C., May 14th, 1889; seen flying 
in large flocks at Huntington and Chilliwack, B.C., feeding on the 
seeds of the western birch; two seen May 9th, 1893 at Victoria, 
Vancouver Island; common in flocks at Goldstream, Qualicum 
and Comox in June. (Spreadborougk.) An abundant summer 
resident on both slopes of the Coast Range. (Lord.) Extremely 
abundant; arriving and departing in enormous flocks. (Streator.) 
Throughout the province ; an abundant resident ; appearing in 
great flocks during fall and winter at Victoria. (Fannin.) Com­
mon resident at Chilliwack, B.C.; an abundant winter resident at 
Lake Okanagan, B.C. ^d^rooks.) Avery abundant resident in all 
localities, B.C. ^Rhidds.)

Heard occasionally on Queen Charlotte Islands, B.C.; three 
specimens wifere secured from a large flock at Tyonek, Cook’s 
Inlet, Alaska, in September ; no others were seen. (Osgood.) 
This bird was noted on the Yukon River at Windy Island, 
Lake Tagish (about Lat. 6o°, B.C.), Lower Lebarge, Selwyn 
River, Sixty-mile Creek, Dawson, and Forty-mile Creek, Yukon 
District ; also at Circle City, Tatondu River and Charlie Creek 
in Alaska. (Bishop.) Two examples in yellowish juvenal plumage 
were taken at Homer, Alaska, on September 8th, 1901. Very 
common during early summer on Kenai Peninsula, Alaska, where 
many large flocks were seen migrating to the northward during 
July. A few more seen during Auglst and September, and I am 
inclined to believe that it breeds very rarely there. (Chapman.)

Breeding Notes.—On the 16th of March, while at Christie’s 
camp, I saw a bird gathering material, and by watching her soon 
located the nest. The female alone carried material, the male
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accompanying her to and from the nest, singing constantly. A
very short stop was made at the nest. Evidently some material 
was accumulated before it was arranged. A day or two after 
finding the nest I went to Shulee early in the morning, going to 
Two Rivers, and thence through the woods to the camp. At this 
date the ground was mostly covered with snow in the woods, 
though it was rapidly melting. 1 found the nest completed. The 
bird refused to leave the nest until I was nearly within reach; she 
remained near, several times returning to the eggs for a moment. 
The nest was placed well out towards the end of a limb of a 
spruce tree 27 feet above the ground. It was saddled on the 
limb and radiating twigs but not attached to them. Considering 
the size of the bird it is quite large, rather flat and bears 
no resemblance to nests of Spinus tristis, measuring as follows: 
height, 163 inches ; depth, 75 inches ; outside top diameter, 
4 inches ; inside top diameter, 2 inches. It is constructed 
mainly of dark pendulous tree-moss, with some fulvous bark 
from weed-stalks, plant-down, Usnea and other mosses. About 
the bottom of the nest is woven a few spruce 4wigs. The 
lining is entirely the pendulous moss. It contained four eggs but 
slightly incubated. These Jiave a pale blue ground-colour, 
slightly darker than eggs of Spinus tristis, somewhat sparingly 
marked about the larger end with pale purplish and a ftw dots of 
brownish black. (Morrell.) Common in winter in Ontario. XS)is 
bird, of all wild birds, breeds the most readily in confinement. I 
have seen eggs that were laid by birds belonging to Dr. C. K. 
Clarke, of Rockwood, Ont., which had only been captured the 
previous winter, so had not been in a cage for more than a few 
months. (Rev. C.J. Youn&.) I have several nests with sets of 
eggs that were taken at Hamilton Inlet, Labrador, during the 
summers of 1895 to 1898. One nest before me is a pretty speci­
men of bird architecture, and made externally of fine twigs and 
roots held together by moss with the inside lined with feathers. 
It was found June 17th, 1898, in a spruce tree 10 feet from the 
ground and contained five greenish white eggs spotted with 
brown. (W. Raine.) I have taken seven nests around Ottawa, 
Ont., in cedar trees (Thuya occidentals) at heights of six, eight, 
ten and twelve feet. The nest is built of small twigs and a little 
vegetable down, lined with hair-like roots or hairs. Size of nest 
3 50 x 2, and 2x1. It nests in April and May, and lays three or

3
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four pale blue eggs, dotted at the larger end with brown. 
{Garne au.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Eleven ; two taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun ; 
two at London, Ont., by Mr. W. E. Saunders; two at Bracebridge, 
Ont., in February, 1892, one at Medicine Hat, Assa., May, 1894, 
one at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., in May, 1889, one at Cascade, B.C., 
June, 1902, and two at Penticton, B.C., 1903, all by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough.

Two sets of eggs taken at Wolfville, Kings Co., N.S. ; one of 
four çggsfcaken June 4th, 1894, and another of three eggs taken 
August 4th, 1894, both by H. Tufts.

CXIU. PASSElflNA V^eilliot. . 1816.

634. Snowflake. ^

Passerina nivalis (Linn.^Vieill. -i$20.

> Breeds generâlly throughout Greenland/and said to be the 
commonest land bird on the east coast; breeds also on Melville 
Peninsula, and is Very numerous on the Parry Islands ; seen by 
Kane at Renssalaer Harbour in June; 1854. {Arct. Man) Abun­
dant at Fort Chimo, Labrador. Breeds on the islands in Ungava1 
Bay.and occasionally on the mainland. Resident in the southern 
portion of Labrador. {Packard) Not observed in crossing Lab­
rador from Richmond^Gulf to Ungava Bay; observed on Hudson 
Strait going south September 20th, 1896. (Spreadborough.) Several 
nests taken in August, 1902, in Tuctoo Valley nçar the Peary 

sadquarters, West Greenland. All the nests except one con­
tained five eggs, the Exception seven. A number of specimens 
taken aft Disco, Greenland, in July, 1892, by the Relief expedition. 
The snow bunting appeared at Port Manvers, northeastern Lab­
rador^ about the 10th of- August after which they became abun­
dant. {Witmer Stone) Common from April 1st to Oct. 21st at 
Prince of Wales Sound, Hudson Strait; breeding in large 1 num­
bers. {Payne) Kprt Churchill, Hudson Bay. {IVriyAt^^Taken 
at York Factory, Hudson Bay. {Dr. R^Bell) Very common in 
its summer migrations in Newfoundland. {Reeks) Not so com­
mon in winter as formerly in Nova Scotia. {Downs) First seen 
at Parrsboro, Cumberland Co., N.S., January 19th, 1897; not very

, ■ M < • '
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common, but from three to 'twelve birds in a flock. (Morrell.) 
Three seen on Sable Island, N.S., April 2ist ; one in July and a
number in October, 1902. {James Bouteillier.)

%

An abundant winter resident in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) 
A common winter visitor at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. 
(IV. H. Moore!) Leave Lake Mistissini, Que., for the north about 
May 10th. (/. M. Macoun.) A cotflimon winter resident in 
eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) Abundant winter visitant at Mont­
real, arrives about the middle of October in large flocks. I have 
observed them at Montreal from October 19th to April 26th. 
(Wintle.) A common winter visitor at Ottawa, Ont. (Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) Commonly seen in large flocks during winter. 
I saw immense number^at the head of Wolfe Island, near Kings­
ton, Ont., in October, 1900, just before cold weather set in. Flocks 
remained until March, 1901. This bird, though nesting com­
monly in high latitudes sometimes rears its, young on lofty moun­
tains. A friend of mine found the nest on the Grampian Moun­
tains in Invernesshire, Scotland. (Rev. C. J. Young.) Abundant 
in the winter in the Parry Sovjnd and Muskoka districts ; the last 
leave for the north soon after the 1st of May, and some are back 
by the 1st, of October. (/. H. Fleming.) A' winter visitor at 
Guelph, Ont. (A. È. Klugh.) An abundant winter resident at 
Penetanguishene, Ont. (A. F. Young)

Very abundant in early spring; fall and winter resident in 
Manitoba. (Thompson-Seton.) Vefy abundant in the spring and 
fall migrations at Indian Head, Assa.; A few at Egg Lake, near 
Peace River Lat. 56°, August 30th, and a^ Lesser SlaVe Lake, 
September 5th, 1903 ; on McLe^l River northwest of Edmonton, 
Alta., saw three on October 2nd, 1898, and.hundreds of them on 
tJj(r*shore of Lake Ste. Anne, October 12th; very common at Banff 
in winter and doubtless eastward to Manitoba; seen at Revelstoke, 
B.C., April 9th, 1890, disappeared on the nth. (Spreadborough.) 
This neat and elegant bird breeds rn the northernmost of«the Am­
erican islands, and on all the shoqps of the continent, from Chester­
field Inlet to Behring Strait. The most southerly breeding place 
recorded is Southampton Island in Lat. 62°, where Captain Lyons 
found a nest placed in the bosom of the corpse of an Eskimo 
child. (Richardson.) North to Fort Good Hope on the Mackenzie; 
abundant. (Ross.) On the 8th July, 1864, a nest of this species 
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was discovered in a small hole in a sand bank at least^two^eet 
from èx^entrape^afông the shores of Franklin Bay. The paraît 
was snarçcTon the nest. (Macfarlane.) The snowflake \s 
very abundant every winter, near Prince Albert, Sask^ 
arrives as soon as the cold and the snow appear, usually 
about the middle of October, and remains as long as the weather 
is cold and bad. (Couteaux.) Observed at Surnas, British Colum­
bia. (Lord.) Abundant resident ; more common east of Coast 
Range. (Fannin.) Rare migrant at Chilli^aek ; common in the 
winter a<^?tfanagan Lake and in the Cariboo Dismet,B.C. (Brooks)

This-ajïecies is a summer resident in all northern Alaska and 
extends its summer wanderings to the northern islands off the 
coast of the Arctic Sea. (Nelson.) this bird may be seen at St. - 
Michael, or its vicinity, at any season of the year, except tne 
coldest weather in midwinter. (Turner) This species and the 
Lapland longspur are the commonest passerine birds, and in fact 
the only ones which could be said to be common at Point 
Barrow. (Murdoch) Choris Peninsula and Cape Lowenstern, 
Alaska. A rather* rare species around Kotzebue Sound, but 
two pairs were seen that had young. (Grinnell) A series of 43 
specimens, all from Point Barrow, Alaska, corresponds excellently 
with a series of Greenland birds obtained by the Peary expedi­
tion. (Witmer Stone.) One specimen was shot at White Pass 
summit 6n June 12th. At St. Michael I saw two in September, 
and numbers on St. George Island, Behring Sea. (Bishop.)

Breeding Notes.—I jiave a set of four eggs that were taken 
by F. F. Payne at Cape Prince of Wales, Hudson Strait, June 20th, 
1886. On June 25th, 1901*, a,snow bunting built its nest in a hole 
under the eave of Mr. Stringer’s Htmse on Herschell Island in the 
Arctic Ocean, west of the mouth of Mackenzie Bay ; on June 
18th he found another nest and eggs on the ground in a hollow 
at the side of a hummoclo. (W. Raine) ^

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Sixteen ; seven taken at Ottawa, Ont., by Mr. S. Herling; four 
others taken at Ottawa by Mr. ,F. A. Saunders; one at Hamilton, 
Ont., by Mr. T. Mcllwraith ; five at Indian Head, Assa., in April, 
1892, by Mr. Spreadborough; one in May, 1884, in the Fraserval- 
ley, B.C., bv Mr. J. Fannin. /
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A large series of eggs from Nachvak, Labrador, taken by Mr. 
R. Gray in 1897. One set of seven eggs taken at Repulse Bay, 
Hudson Bay, by Captain A. Murray.

, 534a. Pribilof Snowflake. ^
Passerina nivDlis towtisendi (Ridgw.) Ridgw. 1898.

This species was described from specimens taken by myself at 
St. Michael, and by Mr. McKay at Nushagak, Bristol Bay. At 
both localities the bird appeared only as a migrant. {Nelson.) 
Aleutian Islands, including Prybilof Islands, and Shumagin 
Islands. (Ridgway)

Z635. McKay’s Snowflake.
J Passerina hyperborea (Ridgw.) Ridgw. 1898.

Western Alaska, breeding on Hall Island, (and probably St. 
Matthew Island) Behring Sea. (A. 0. U. Check-List) Two 

< specimens of this rare bird were recently sent to me from Bethel, 
' 90 miles up the Kuskokwin River, in the western part of Alaska. 

This is probably the farthest inland at which the bird has yet 
* been found. (Witmer Stone in The Auk, Vol. XV., 269, 1898.) 

Hall Island, Behring Sea, Aug. 4th, 1891. They were in large 
numbers on the beach and appeared to be breeding in the cliffs. 
(/. M. Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Three; taken on Hall Island, Behring Sea, by Mr. James M. 
Macoun, Aug. 4th, 1891.

CXCIV. cIlCARIUS Bechstein. 1803.

536. Lapland Longspur. 0
Calcarius lapponicus (Linn.) Stejn. 1882.

Breeds generally throughout Greenland as well as on the 
Melville Peninsula and other lands to the westward of Davis 
Strait. (Arct. Man) Abundant, at Fort Chimo, Labrador. 
Breeds near the mouth of the Koksoak River and on the larger 
islands. (Packard) One observed on a small inland in James 
Bay, June 15th, 1896; not seen again until September; then I 
saw them in large numbers on the barren ground below Fort

i
t



452 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA.

{Payne.)
Quebec.

Chimo. (Spreadborough.) Taken at Disco, Greenland, where 
they were breeding 1891. Common in northeastern Labrador 
after August 3rd. Breed about Nachvak and northwest to 
Hudson Strait. South of Nachvak they occur only as migrants. 
{Witmer Sterne.) Rather common 10 miles north of ForWChurchill, 
on the shores of Button B^y, where an immature bird I was taken 
July 31ft, 1900. Abundant on the “ barren grounds ” south of Cape 
Eskimo, August 4th. {Edward A. Prebles.) Not uncommon in 
Newfoundland* {Reeks.) Some specimens shot at Cole Harbor, 
Nova Scotia. {Downs.) Occurs in winter at Grand Manan, New 
Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay. {Clarke.) 
Only one specimen taken at Prince of Wales Sound, Hudson 
Strait, on May none others were seen.
Taken at Beauport ; a winter resident in eastern 
{Dionne.) JrÂ rare winter visitant at Montreal. This species is 
occasionally found mixing with the snowflake. {Wintlt.)

This species was first recorded at Ottawa, Ont., in the spritig of 
1890, when in company with horned larks and snowflakes. It 
remained in the flocks till May 25th. It was present again in 
the fall from Oct. 3rd to Nov. 18th. {Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. 
V.) The only record I am aware of is that of a flock reported 
by Mr. Wm. Melville at Gravenhurst, Ont., on ApPISe/tf1» 1890. 
(/. H. Fleming.) In April, 1897, I met with a snfall ffbek of 
these birds at Toronto and took two or three males in graqd 
plumage; in winter they more commonly appear in "Company 
with the snowflakes. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) Sometimes quite 
common in the spring migrations along Laké St. Clair, but very 
rare near London; only three or four specimens all told have 
been observed. {IV. E. Saunders.)

One specimen shot on Mouse River (Souris), Dak., October 1st, 
1873. The first of the southern migration. {Coues.) Very abun­
dant spring and fall migrant wherever there is prairie or cleared 
country. They come in countless numbers about the middle of 
May and remain to the end of the month. After this time they 
go northwest to'^reed and return again about the last week in 
September. They remain about two weeks in the stubble fields 
and then pass southward. {Thompson-Seton.) Very abundant at 

' Indian Head, Assa., in the spring and fall migrations ; last of 
them seen at the end of May, 1892; on April 25th, 1894, a small
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A flock was seen at Crane Lake, Assa.; abundant as a migrant at .
^Edmonton, Alta., from April 28th to May 5th, 1897..- (Spread- 

through.) In<th*s year 1827 it appeared on the plains of the Sas­
katchewan a* Carlton House about the middle of May and 
reimained for^bout teti days. They came to Cumberland House 
about the same time and remained in the furrows of a newly 
pldughed field. In the preceding year they were seen, though in 
smaller flocks, at Fort Franklin, Lat. 65%°, in the beginning of 
May ; the crops of those killed were filled with the seeds of 
Arctostaphylos alpina. (Richardson..) North to Fort Simpson on 
the Mackenzi<h^iver. (Ross.) Numeiàis every spring and fall 
ib company with the horned lark at rnnce Albert, Sask. (Cou- 
beitux.) Altogether about eighty nests of this species were col­
lected in the “ barren grounds ” and on the shores of Franklin 
Bay. (Macfarlane.) . f

Breeding Notes.—I have a dozen nests with sets of eggs tliit 
were collected at Herschell Island by Mr. Stringer and Mr. 
Young. The nests are made of dried grass, well lined with 
feathers and are alwayiMbuilt on the ground, in the shelter of a tuft 
of grass or sod, and contain five or six eggs each. The eggs are 
laid in the middle of June and the female is a close sitter, most of 
the nests being founcj/by flushing the bird off the nest. ( W.Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-one ; two taken at Ottawa by F. A. Saunders; one at 
Toronto by Mr. S. Herring; one purchased with the Holman col­
lection in 1885; one taken,at Cape Prince of Wales, Hudson Strait, 
by Mr. W. A. Paine ; thirteen taken at Indian Head, Assa., part 
(chiefly young) in September, 1891 and the others in April, 1892, 
two at Edmonton, Alta., in May, 1897, all by Mr. W. Spread- 
borough.

Four sets of eggs ranging from 2-5 eggs each ; one of five taken 
at Repulse Bay, Hudson Bay, in’1896 by Capt. A. Murray ; three 
at Nachvack by R.'Guy in 1897.

536a. Alaskan Longspur.
Calcarius lapponicus alascensis Ridgw. 1898.

The whole of^Alaska, including Prybilof and Aleutian islands 
Unalaska and the Shumagins, east to Fort Simpson. (Ridgzvay\ 
Throughout the province; nowhere common. Burrard Inlet, Vic^

CATALOGUE OF CANADIAN BIRDS. 453
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toria and Port Simpson. (Fannin.) Common in the fall ; rare in 
the spring at Chilliwack B.C. (Brooks.) Like the snowflake this 
species has a circumpolar distribution and is recorded from nearly 
every point visited by explorersalong the shores of the Arctic sea 
coast. (Nelson.) This species arrives at St. Michael from the 5th to 
the 15th May. A few arrive at first, and before a month elapses it is 
the most abundant land bird seen in the locality. (Turner.) Quite 
common at Point Barrow, but breeding inland on drier places than 
the snowflake which prefers the sea shore and the lagoons. (Mur­
doch.) I saw a small flock at the Aphoon mouth of the Yukon 
on the 27th August, 1899; later they were seen at St. Michael and 
onUnalaska Island. - (Bishof>.)

Breeding Notes.—My acquaintance with the birds at this, 
point was limited to the few hours ashore during this evening and 
the next. But the Alaskan longspur was, with the single Exception 
of the snowy owl, the only land "bird observed. The low-lying 
moss-covered tundras with not even a dwarfed bush or any exten­
sive patch of grass t6 offer attraction to any other land bird, 
seemed to constitute a congenial abode for this species, and the 
longspurs were fairly common. They seemed to show preference 
for the driest tracts lying just back of the beach and*on the higher 
ground separating the numerous lagoons^and lakes. In my tramp 
across these tundras I would frequently meet with a male long­
spur standing motionless on some conspicuous hummock. If I 
approached too close he would attempt to get out of my way by 
stealthily running to one side, but if' pressed he would take flight 
and mount upwards circling high overhead and uttering his pleas- 

* ing song. I sometimes heard them singing from their parches 
on the ground, but they were most generally heard while circling 
with apparent aimlessness far above, the yellow' reflection of the 
midnight sun bringing out their forms against the indigq sky. To 
my ear the song ofr the Alaskan longspur îesembles closely that 
of the western meadowlark, except that it is much weaker and 
more prolonged. A nest was found at this point containing two 
newly-hatched young and three eggs. It was sunk into/a hum- 

f*hiock of spahgnum and completely concealed from abrfve by a 
tussock of grass, part of which was artfully arched over it. The 

"*>iest proper consisted of a remarkably scant lining <»f long, fine 
grasses. At Cape Lowenstern, on July 1st, I noted aVew long­
spurs, and at Cape Blossom, ov er the rolling hills just bàck of the
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coast, this bird was common. Its song was heard for a few days 
after our arrival, June Qth, but ceased altogether after the 16th. 
The first juveniles, full-grown, were seen on July 30th. In 1899, 
apparently a much earlier season, many nearly-fledged young 
were noted on July 1st. Frotn August 1st to I2tb, 1898, juveniles 
were plentiful in the vicinity of the mission. They were in small 
companies or scattered singly in the edge of the tall grass border­
ing the beaches. The tendency at -this season seemed for them 
to be gathering into flocks, and on the nth, the last day of our 
stay on the sound, I, saw a flock of about 25. I last saw the 
Alaskan longspur in 1898 on the 16th of August ; it was on our 
way up the Kowak, and at a point about 100 miles from the 
mouth. A small jcompany flew across the river in front of our 
steamer in a southerly direction. In the spring of ’99, on the 
Kowak, the first longspurs were noted on the 20th of May. In 
this region they inhabit the bare level stretches of tundra, extend­
ing at intervals from the river back to the foot-hills. On June 
1st I secured a nest and five fresh eggs. The nest was embedded 
m the moss under an overhanging clump of dead grass, and con­
sisted of fine dry grasses, with a lining of dark feathers of ptarmi­
gan and short-eared owls. The diameter of the nest cavity 2'50, 
with a depth of roo. The eggs are nearly oblong-ovate in shape 
and measure '87 x '60, '86 x 61, '84 x -6o, "86 x 60, 85 x 61. Their 
ground-colour, as disclosed for a limited space at the small ends of 
two eggs, is ve#y pale blue. Otherwise the eggs are so completely 
covered with pigment as to bd* almost uniform Isabella coloXir. 
Overlying this are scattered scrawls and dots of bistre. I found 
another nest on Chamisso Islahd on the 9th July. This was 
similarly located and contained* four eggs in which incubation.
was nearly completed. (Grinnell.) )

<m * , y
MUSEUM SPECIMENS. «

ône set of five eggs with nest taken on St. Paul Island, Behring 
Sea, June 20th, 1897 by Mr. J. M. Macoun. Nest made of dried 
fibres of small rootlets and gf/iss, with an inner lining of grass 
mixed with a little hair. ^

^537. Smith’s Longspur.
Calcariuspictus (Swains.) Stejn. 1882.

Rather common in the meadows at Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay, 
July 23rd to 30th, 1900. They were quite tame, byt hard to see
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on the mossy hillocks. (Prebles.) Observed only on one occasion 
near the Souris River, when it was in company with chestnut- 
ccfllared and Lapland longspur, having like the last species just 
arrived from the north. (Coues) An abundant spring but rare 
fall migrant in Manitoba ; on May 17th, 1884, they were at Car- 
berry, Man., in enormous numbers, and I had no difficulty in 
getting all the specimens I desired. (Thompson-Setoti.) A large 
flock was seen at Indian Head, Assa., on May 12th, 1892, common 
by the 15th but gone in a few days ; a*'few were seen at Egg 
Lake, Peace River, Lat. 56° on August 30th, and others at Lesser 
Slave Lake, September 5th, 1903. (Spreadborough) This species 
was observed associating with Lapland buntings on the banks of 
the Saskatchewan, but no information regarding its breeding 
habits was received. Only one specimen was obtained. (Richard­
son.) North to Fort Simpson on the Mackenzie River ; rather 
rare. (Ross.) Very abundant in the country to the eastward of 
Fort Anderson in the “ barren grounds,” and on the lower Ander­
son River. (Macfarlane) . This species has been taken at Fort 
Yukon by Strachan Jones but there is no other record of its hav-, 
ing been taken in Alaska. (Nelson) One male secured at Point 
Barrow, Alaska, June nth, 1898. (Witmer Stone.)

Breeding Notes.—This bird breeds abundantly on the slopes 
of the Caribou Hills, 80 miles south of the Arctic Coast west, of 
the Mackenzie River delta. Here Mr. Stringer found’ several 
nests in June, 1897. They were built on the the ground in grassy 
hummocks and contained from 4 to 6 eggs in each* which some­
what resemble eggs of the Lapland longspur, except that they 
have a paler ground-colour. Ten nests before me are all made of 
dry grass and well lined with feathers. (IV. Raine)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Three taken at Indian Head, Assa., one in September, 1891, and 
two ii^ May, 1892, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

538 Chestnut-collared Longspur.
Calcarius ornaius (Towns.) Stejn. 1882.

These birds were not noticed in th^ immediate vicinity of Red 
River, but I had no sooner passed the Pembina Mountains than I 
found them in profusion; from thence they extend in more or 
less abundance to the Rocky Mountains. (Coues) A common
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\ summer resident in Manitoba, local in distribution, many pairs 
'--affecting a limited area of dry prairie, while for miles no more of 

this^s^ecies are to be seen. (Thompson-Sit ton.) First seen at 
Indian Mead, Assa., May 12th, 1892, by the 18th they were com­
mon; they breed there in great numbers; very common at Crane 
Lake; seen in large flocks flying in company with McCown’s bunt­
ing at Medicine Hat, May 2nd, 1894 ; breeding in large numbers 
at Crane Lake in June; found three nests with young and one 
with four fresh eggs June 12th, 1894, the nest was a rather deep 
hole in the ground, lined with a little dried grass; nest on the 
open prairie in short grass ; rare at the Cypress Hills, only one 
specimen seen in a week. (Spreadborough.) Quite common 
at Brandon, Man., and Moose Jaw, Assa., in 1896. This is a 
common bird everywhere on the prairie from Indian Head, Assa., 
westward to Frenchman’s River; this species, the horned lark 
and McCown’s bunting make up nearly the whole avi-fauna of the 
absolute prairie. It is exclusively a prairie bird and is more or 
less common in all the country traversed in 1895 to Milk River. 
No nests were taken before June 18th, though in the preceding 
year young were hatched before that date. (Macoun)' I have 
found this bird breeding abundantly throughout the prairie parts 
of Manitoba and Assihiboia. It was especially numerous on the 
prairie north of Moose Jaw, Assa., where during the first week of 
June, 1891, I found many nests on the ground at the side of sods 
and containing five or six eggs each. (IV. Raint.)

Breeding Notes.—My first specimens were secured July 14th, 
1873, at which dates the early broods were already on wing. 
Uniting of several families had scarcely begun, however, nor were 
small flocks made up, apparently, till the first broods had, as a 
general thing, beeJt left to themselves, the parents busying them­
selves with a secondk set of eggs. Then straggling troops, con­
sisting chiefly of birds of the year, were almost continually seen, 
mixing freely with Baird’s buntings and'the skylarks; in fact, 
most of the congregations of prairie birds that wert successively 
disturbed by our advancing wagon-trains consisted of all three of 
these, with a considerable sprinkling of Savapna sparrows, shore 
larks and bay-winged buntings. The first eggs I secured were 
July 18th, nearly a week after I had found young on wing; these 
were fresh; other nests examined ^t the same time contained 
newly h^bethyoung. Again, I hâve found fresh çggs so late as

> J
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the first week in August. During the second season, the first eggs 
were taken July 6th, and at that time there were already plenty 
of young birds flying. The laying-season must consequently 
reach over a period of at least two months. I was not on the 
ground early enough to determine the commencement exactly, 
but supposing a two weeks’ incubation, and about the same 
length of time occupied in rearing the young in the nest, the first 
batch of eggs must be laid early in June to give the sets of young 
which fly by the first of July. There is obviously time for the first 
pair to get a second, if not a third, brood off their hands by the 
end of August; I should say that certainly two, and probably 
three, broods are reared, as a rule. The result of all this is that 
from the end of June until the end of August young birds in every 
state of plumage, and the parents in various degrees of wear and 
tear, are all found together. The nest, of course, is placed on the 
ground, usually beneath some little tuft of grass or weeds, which 
effectually conceals it. Like that of other ground-building 
sparrows, it is sunk flush with the surface of the ground, thin at 
the bottom, but with thicker and tolerably firm brim ; it con­
sists simply of a few grasses and weed-stems for the most part 
circularly disposed. In size, the cup is about y/2 inches across 
the brim and nearly 2 in depth. During the first season, I only found 
four eggs or young in a nest; but I afterward took one containing 
six eggs. These measure about j long by $ broad, of an ordinary 
shape. They are difficult to describe as to colour, for the marking 
is intricate as well as very variable here as elsewhere in the 
genus. I have called them “ grayish-white ” more or less clouded 
and mottled with pale purplish gray which confers the prevailing 
tone; this is overlaid with numerous surface markings of points, 
scratches and small spots of dark brown, wholly indeterminate in 
distribution and number, but always conspicuous, being sharply 
displayed upon the subdued ground colour. On those occasions 
when I approached a nest containing eggs, the Tfemale usually 
walked off quietly, after a little flutter, to some distance, and then 
took wing; at other times, however, when there were young in 
the nest, both parents hovered close overhead, with continuous 
cries. (Cones.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven; three taken at Indian Head, Assa., in September, 1891, 
and May, 1892, one at Medicine Hat, Assa., May, 1894, and
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Mr. Spread-two at Crane Lake, Assa., June, 1894, all by 

borough.
Numerous nests were taken at Crane Lake in June, 1894, but 

nearly all contained young or eggs nearly hatched. In June, 1895, 
many nests were found south of the Cypress Hills and in all the 
nests the sets ranged from 3 -5. The sets in the collection were 
taken at Crane Lake June 8th and 9th, 189^ by Prof. Macoun.

CXCV. 'RHYNCHOPHANES Baird. 1858.

630. MoCown’s Longspur.
Rhynchophanes mccowttii (Lawr.) Ridgw. 1877.

A specimen of this bird was tauten justVestof Manitoba by Mr. 
Thorpe near Dalesboro. {Thompson-Sctony This species was never 
seen in the Red River region and I do not think it occurs on that 
watershed which is so thickly populated in summer with C. omatus. 
It seemsUo be one of the many birds that mark the natural divi­
sion betwbçn that region and the Missouri Basin. The first speci­
men taken was near Fort Buford. As we progressed towards the 
Milk River the bird became more and more abundant and it occur­
red throughout the country thencfe to the Rocky Mountains. 
McCown’s longspur was very abundant in the country about 
Frenchman’s River where both species were breeding,but further 
west C. omatus, diminished in numbers while McCown’s longspur 
increased and extended to the foothills of the Rocky Mountains. 
(Cours.) First seen at Indian Head, Assa., May 23rd, 1892; by 
the first June they were abundant on burnt prairie and land that 
hadlaeen broken and let run to weeds. Numbers remained to 
breed ; two individuals were seen at Medicine Hat, Assa., April 
21st, 1894, after which time they became common both there and 
at Crane Lake 100 miles further east. By May 2nd they were in 
thousands at Medicine Hat and numbers of males were in full song. 
Common at Crane Lake in June; amongst other nests one was 
found containing five eggs, ont of which belonged to a cowbird. 
The nest was a rather deep ho'le in the prairie, lined with a little 
dried grass ; in 1895 they were common at Moose Jaw, at Old 
Wives’ Creek, Wood Mountain, Frenchman’s River up to the 
Cypress Hills, Assa., but not in the hills, and westerly from there 
to Milk River, where they decreased in numbers and only a few 
extended to the foothills near Waterton Lake ; observed a num-
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ber at Calgary, Alta., June 19th, 1897; one seen on the shore of an 
island in Lesser Slave Lake, Atha., May 31st, 1903. This species 
and C. ornatus were always found together and are true prairie 
species. (Spreadborough.) I secured an adult male on June 3rd, 
1887, and on the same day three years later, shot two females at 
the same place ; these are all I have seen at Chilliwack, B.C. 
(Brooks.)

Breeding NoTF.s.-^This bird is a great favorite of mine. I 
love its sweet song, for the male bird has the habit of soaring into 
the air for some distance and then descending with outstretched 
wings, with a parachute-like descent sliding down on the scale 
of its own delicious music. During June, 1891 and 1893, I found 
this species abundant on the hilly prairie north of Rush Lake, 
Assa. Here it builds its nest on the ground at the side of a sod 
and lays four or five eggs. The female is a close sitter, not leav­
ing the nest untiLthe intruder has stepped close up to it. The 
eggs are like thqàe of Smith’s longspur in colour and markings, 
but average smaller in size. (IV. Raine.) This is a very common 
species in many parts of the prairie region. Many nests were 
seen in 1894 and 1895 afid all were in a hole in the ground with 
slight elevation on one side. Nest of dried grassland indis­
tinguishable from that of the chestnut-collared bunting. (Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Fourteen ; two taken at Indian Head, Assa., May, 1892, one 
at OJd Wives’ Creek, Assa., May 25th, 1895, two at Crane Lake, 
Assa., April 25th, 1894, eight at Medicine Hat, Assa., in April 
and May, 1894, all by Mr. Spreadborough ; one taken at Rush 
Lake, Assa., May 29th, 1893, by Mr. W. Raine.

Two sets of four eggs each, one taken at Crane Lake, June I ith, 
1894 and the other south of Wood Mountain, Assa., June 14th, 
1895, both by Prof. Macoun.

CXCVI. POOCÆTES Baird. 1858.

640. Vesper Sparrow.
Poocœtes gramineus (Gmel.) Baird. 1858.

A common resident in fields in Nova Scotia. (Downs.) Com­
mon in King’s Co., N.S. from the middle of April to October. 
(H. Tufts) Not uncommon at ^Baddeck and Margaree, Cape

y
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Breton Island, N.S., July, 1898 ; a few specimens seen at Rustico, 
Prince Edward Island, 2nd July, 1888. (Macoun.) An abundant 
bird on Prince Edward Island, frequenting the open fields in the 
more settled districts. (Ehvight.) One specimen shot at Hamp­
ton, N.B., June, 1881. (Chamberlain.) An abundant summer
resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (W. H. Moore) Not 
common in eastern Quebec. {Dionne.) A common summer resid­
ent in the Montreal district ; breeds on the island of Montreal. 
Nests with eggs found from May 14th to 28th ; observed from 
April 7th to October 8th. {Wintle.) An abundant summer resid­
ent breeding in large nnmbers. {Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) 
Very common in meadows and pastures ; have found the nest on 
two occasions the last of April. (Rev. C.J. Young.) One of the 
commonest summer residents in the Parry Sound and Muskoka 
districts. (/. H. Fleming.) A very common summer resident 
in all western Ontario. (IV. E. Saunders.) An abundant summer 
resident at Guelph, Ont.; arrives about April 1st and leaves 
about October 15th. (A. B. Klugh) Very abundant in summer; 
breeding at Penetanguishene. Ont. (A. F. Young.) One pair found 
breeding at Gâche Lake, Algonquin Park, Ont., 1900. (Spread- 
borough.) Common at Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan River; 
specimens taken, all males. (Nutting.) Numerous in all open 
situations between the Coast Range and the Rockies as far north 
as Lac la Hache, B.C. (Rhoads.) Mr. Streator and the writer 
place the Ashcroft, B.C. birds under confiais.

The vesper sparrows of Cariboo District, B.C. seem closer to 
the typical species than to either of the subspecies ajfinis or con- 
finis. They were common at 158-Mile House, and were also 
breeding at timber line at Barkerville. (Brooks.)

Breeding Notes.—Nest bulky, near stone quarry, built on 
the ground composed of grass and weed stalks, lined with horse 
hair and fine grass ; eggs 4, grayish white, marked all over with 
spots and splashes of dull reddish brown. (G. R. White.) Arrives in 
New Brunswick from winter quarters during April. Have found 
with full sets of eggs early in May ; and once a nest with three 
eggs was found with partly incubated eggs in September. ( W.H. 
Moore) This species breeds around Ottawa in May and June. 
Nest sunken in the ground, the brim being on a level with the soil ; 
nest composed of grasses with sometimes a few bits of green moss 
or a few hairs ; four or five eggs are the usual number. (Gameau.)

v (
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MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Six ; two taken at Ottawa, Ont., in July and October, 1890, by 
F. A. Saunders ; one at LokSpn, Ont.,1 taken April 15th, 1881 ; 
two taken at Toronto, by S.sRerring.

One set of four eggs taken at Ottawa, June 2nd, 1898; nest on 
the ground made of dried grass.

540a. Western Vesper Sparrow.
. Poocœtes grantbieus confinis Baird. '*1858.

Tips species breeds from Pembina on the east to the base of the 
Rocky Mountains on the west along the 49th parallel. (Coues.) 
A very abundant summer resident on the prairies of Manitoba. 
(Thdmpson-Seton.) This^ Species arrives on the Saskatchewan 
plains early in-May,-and frequents the withered grass which 
makes an excellent cover. It was not seen by us beyond Lat. 
570. (Richardson.) On 26th June, 1864, we f^rfid a nest of this 
species conttining six eggs in a sparsely wooded tract of country 
to the east bf Fort Anderson. (.Macfarlane.) Quite a common 
summer resident throughout the country ground Prince Albert, 
Sask., and to be seen running ahead on every trail; breeding in 
great numbers in the region. , (Couteaux.) In 1895 this species 
was common from Winnipeg to the Rocky Mountains on or 
about the 49th parallel. It always nested on the ground, but 
seemed to prêter being where there is more or less brush. It was 
first found,nesting on June 2nd. First seen at Indian Head, Assa., 
on May 9th, 1892; common by the 13th; found two nests on the 
ground, June 7th, with four çggs in each; first seen at Medicine 
Hat, Assa., April 30th, 1894, two individuals,1 both males; next 
day five were seen and by May 4th they were common and the 
same at Crane Lake on the 7th ; common in the east end of tHe 
Cypress Hills in the latter end of June; in 1891 it was found to be 
common and breeding around Banff, Rocky Mountains, in the 
direction of Devil's Lake; at Edmonton, Alta., May 1st, 1897, 
they very soon became common and began to pair. They were 
common in the foothills from Calgary to Crow’s Nest Pass. 
Common on all the small prairies throughput the Peace River 
country between Lat. 55°-57°; common along the trail on all the 
dry grass land from Edmonton to Jasper House in 1898 ; this 
species was common at Kamloopsf.Spence’s Bridge, Enderby and

'!>
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the Nicola valley, B.C., in;June, 1889, and on the plateau between 
the North Thompson and Bonaparte rivers; a few observed at 
Chilliwack. B.C., in the spring, and one at the mouth of Tami Hy 
Creek, Seph^pber 8th, 1901. In April and May, 1903, they were 
quite common at Penticton in southern British Columbia.
(,Spreadborougk) Very common in the interior; breeds. (St^eator.) < 
An abundant summer resident east of Coast Range, also on Van­
couver Island. {Fannin.) Migrant; not common at Chilliwack, 
Specimens are very pale and may belong lo affinis. {Brooks)

Breeding Notes.—Several nests were found at Pembina, con­
taining eggs, about the middle of June. One of them also held ^ 
two Molothrui eggs. The nests were built in open ground, quite 
deeply sunken so as to be flush with the surface, and more sub­
stantial than those of many ground-builders, the walls being an 
inch or more thick at the brim. « The cavity is small and deep in 
comparison with the whole ne$t. The usual materials are grasses 
and weed-stalks, the coarser Material outside, the finer fibres 
within and atxdie bottom. The eggs, of which I have not found 
more than four>measure about o-8o by 0 55; they are grayish- 
white, heavily marked all over with spots, dashes and blotches of 
reddish-brown, and a sprinkling of fine dots of the same or darker 
brown. The female is a close sitter, not leaving the nest until 
nearly trodden upon, and then fluttering off as if crippled, to dis­
tract attention from the nest to herself. (Coues.) This is a very 
common prairie species, breeding in all parts of Assiniboia and 
Alberta. A nest taken on 3;st May, 1895, contained three fresh 
eggs. The nest was, on the sloping side of a coulée, placed 
on the ground under a tuft cjf grass. It was built chiefly of fine 
material, the base being leaves of grass, the coarser at the bot­
tom. A few hairs were worked in at the last. Another nest 
identical in every way was taken 19th June, in a clump of Poten- 
tillagracilis at the edge of a ravine. {Macoun.)

/
MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-seven; one taken atCarberry, Man., by Mr. Thompson- 
Seton' four at Indian Head, Assa., in May, 1891, one at Old 
Wives’ Creek, Assa., May 27th, 1895, seven at Medicine Hat, 
Assa., May, 1894, two at Edmonton, Alta., May, 1897, six at Banff, 
Rocky Mountains, May, 189T, two at Kamlqpps, B.C., Jupe 20th,

t
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1889, three at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., May, 1889, and four at Pen­
ticton, B.C., April, 1903, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

Two sets of four eggs each taken at Crane Lake,Assa., June nth, 
1894, by Prof. Macoun; another set of four eggs taken at Fort 
Saskatchewan, Alta., May 7th, 1898, received from Mr. W. Raifte.

5406. Oregon Vesper Sparrow.
Pooccetes gramineus affinis Miller. 1888.

Western Washington and British Columbia, including Van­
couver Island. (Ridgway.) West side -of Coast Range, B.C., and 
Vancouver Island. (Fanpin.) A few observed at Chilliwack, B.C., 
in the spring of 1901; and one individual at the mouth of Tami 
Hy Creek, Sept. 9th of the same year. (Spreadborough.)

# *

MUSEUM SPECIMEN. V »

One taken at the mouth of Tami Hy Creek, Chilliwack River, 
B.C., September 9th, 1901, by W. Spreadborough.

CXCVII. PASSERCULUS Bonaparte. 1838.

541. Ipswich Sparrow.
Passerculus princcps Maynard. 1872.

Taken at Lawrencetown near Halifax, N.S., March, 1878. 
{Matthew Jone>.) One- taken-, at Point Lepreaux, N.B., April, 
1876. (Chamberlain On ApriV 7th, 1895, when 260 miles from 
Halifax on board the S.S. Labrador bound for Liverpool, two of 
these sparrows came on board and remainedcfor some hours; 
apparently they wére on their way to Newfoundland. (/. H. 
Fleming?) In the summer of 1899 the writer spent six weeks on 
Sable Island and had ample opportunity to study the habits of 
this bird. It was the only resident land-bird on the island and all 
nests found whether new or old belonged to it. Most of those 
found were scooped out of the sand and built more or less with 
grass. Many birds winter on the island, and as far as known it is 
its only breedihg grounds. Dr. Jonathan Dwight, jr., of New 
York has written a full account of its habits and nesting on the 
island. In 1902 Mr. W. E. Saunders, of London, Ont., who spent 
some time on the island, published a very full account of its life 
history in the Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. XVI.

r\
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542. Sandwich Sparry
Passerculus sandwichensis (Gmel.) Baird. 1858.

.A few were seen on Unarlaska Island, October 5th, 1899, and two 
young secured. (Bishop.) This species occurs during the summer 
along the entire Aleutian chain and on the island of Kadiak, 
in addition to the southeastern shore of the territory. Dali cites 
it from Unalaska where he found it numerous as he did also to 
the eastward, but he did not find it to the west of that island. 
(Nelson.) This species is one of the earliest arrivals at Unalaska, 
usually about the 10th of May. They breed in June in the grass. 
(Turner.) On June 3rd, 1890, in a grassy patch near Lukanin 
beach, on St. Paul Island, I several timts flushed a sparrow which I 
identified as this species. (Palmer.), Five specimens were taken on 

^yAmagnak Island, near Dutch Harbour, Unalaska, in September, 
1897. (Grinnell.)

Common about the prairies and open timbered lands. (Lord.) 
Common on the coast in the fall. (Streator.) An abundant 
summer resident west of Coast Range; breeds on Vancouver 
Island. (Fannin.) Tolerably common migrant at Chilliwack. 
(Brooks.) A few specimen?1 taken at Chilliwack, B.C., in the 
spring of 1901; taken at Hastings, April, 1889; first seen near 
Victoria, Vancouver Island, about April 20th, 1893, by May 4th 
they were common. (Spreadborough.) One seen on April 23rd, 
1887, at Victoria; abundant the next day; common along the 
sea coast at Salt Spring Island, Nanaimo and Comox. (Macoun.)

Breeding Notes.—On June 10th, 1893, at Vancouver, B.C., 
found a nest and five eggs of this bird. The nest tiras built on the 
gdfund, made of dried grass and lined with hair. The eggs are 
greenish-white, heavily blotched and spotted with light brown 
and Jilac; size 74 by 54 inches. (W. Raine) '

MUSEUM SPECIMEN.

One specimen taken at Victoria, Vancouver Island, April, 19th, 
1887, by the writer.

542a. Savanna Sparrow.
Passerculus sandwichensis savanna (Wils.) Ridgw. 1880.

Common throughout easternjLabrador; breeds at the mouth of 
the Koksoific River and at Dapis Inlet. (Packard!) Tolerably 
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common on the islands and shores of James Bay, from Moose 
Factory to Richmond Gulf ; none seen in crossing Ungava 
until we . neared Fprt Chimo. (Spreadborough.) Two adult 
specimens.Jrom Chateau Bay, July 14th, 1891. (Norton.) Abun­
dant throughout*THe summer in Newfoundland. {Reeks.) Un­
common; passes through Nova Scotia in spring. {Downs.) Very 
common from the middle of April till October in Kings Co., IJ.S. 
{H. Tufts.) Rather rare at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape Breton 
Island, July, 1898; common on the shore at Brackley Beach, 
Prince Edward Island, June 29th, 1888. {Macoun) This is prob­
ably the most abundant bird on Prince Edwfard Island, and is 
found everywhere except in* woods. On sand beaches, marshes 
or dry fields its weak song was constantly heard and In certain 
pastures it seemed as if every third/ence-post was occupied by a 
singer. {Dwight.)

An abundant summer/esident in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) 
A common summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. 
{W. H. Moore) Very abundanFon the Magdalen Islands; breed­
ing in every open field. {Bishop) An abundant species on all 
the grassy islands and shores of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
{Brewster.) A common summer"resident in eastern Quebec. 
{Dionne) An abundant summer resident at Montreal; breeds on 
the Island of Montreal. Nests with eggs found May 24th. Ob­
served here from^pril 7th to October 1st. {IVintle.)

A^îmmon summer resident at Ottawa ; breeds by St. Louis 

dam. {Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) I found this bird to be the 
commonest bird on the Magdalen Islands in 1897. It nests in 
May and June and usually lays five eggs, but sometimes only 
four. It is also very common on Simcoe Island, in Lake Ontario, 
but not so common on the msrtn shofe. {RevX.J. Young) Reported 
by Mr. Tavifrnier as common at Beaumaris, Muskoka district, on 
April 22, 1898; I have not met with it in Parry Sound. (/. H. 
Fleming) An abundant species around Toronto in all suitable 
localities*^/ Hughes-Samuel.) Observed a pair at Câche Lake, 

'■’Algonquin Park, Ont.June 18th, 1900. {Spreadborough) A common 
summey resident at Guelph, Ont. An inhabitant of pastures. 
{A.ÿKlugh) s y .

Breeding Notes.—\est on ground, built of grass( and lined 
ith horse hair; eggs foîîr, a light gray, thickly mpttled with

Vv
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reddish brown. (G. R. White.) The nesting season at Scotch 
Lake, York Co., N.B., is from May to July. Three to five eggs 
are laid in a loosely constructed nest of grasses on the ground. br 
sometiimç by the side of alflog or root. (W. H. Moore.) Quite 
common at Ottawa and L^ke Nominingue. Nest sunken in the 
ground and hidden by the grass, made with grasses, rootlets and 
hairs. Sometimes only two or three bits of grass and hairs are 
used. One nest was foued in sand under a potato plant. It 
nests in May, June and Tuly and lays four eggs. (Gameau.)

lUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four; taken at Ottawa in October, 1890, and September, 1891, 
by Mr. F. A. Saunders)

One set of fpur eggs taken_ on Toronto Island on May 10th, 
1896, by Mr. W. Raine, and another of four taken in the same 
place June 21st, <894, by Mr. G. F. Dippie.

5426. Western Savanna Sparrow.
. tyasserculus sandvOichensis alaudinus (BoNap.)^Ridgw. 1877.

\Breteds in profusion throughout the region exploded, that is 
along^the 49th parallel. Though not exclusively a bird of the 

prairie, it seems to be as much at home in the open plains as 
anywhere, associating Vith Centronyx, the chestnut-collared 
and McCown’s longspurl) f t is also fpund in tha brush along 
streams and the larger rivers which are not frequented by the 

. above species. (Coues.) / An abundant summer resident on the 
prairies in Manitoba. The bird is remark a&lj^shy/even in places 
where man is scarcely ever seen. (Thonpson-Seton.) First seen 
May nth, 1892, at Indian Head, Assa., common by May 13th; 
they breed in the vicinity in great num >ers; common at Crane 
Lake, Assa.; seemed to prefer low ground where there were 
bushes; quite common qo the east end of the Çypress Hills the 
last week in June, 1^94, in‘low damp ground. In 1895 *ts habits 
were piore carefully observed and it was found that it was always 
by pools of water or in marshes at West Selkirk, Brandon, Moose 
Ja^Parkbeg and Old Wives’ Creek. "It was found nesting at 

u J2-Mile Lake, near Wood Mountain, and always in marshy spots, 
j This.species was noted wherever there was water or marsh for 400 
I miles to the westward to the foothills *of the Rocky Mountains. 

(MacounFirst seen at Edmonton, Alta., May 3rd, 1897, next
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day they were common ; two nests were taken on the ground 
near a lake; each contained five eggs ; common in the foothills, 
south'of Calgary in 1897; first seen on April 25th, common 29th
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at Penticton south of Lake Okanagan, B.C.; common from Lesser 
Slave Lake to Peace River Landing, Lat. 56° 15', June, 1903; com­
mon on the damp grass land from Edmonton to Jasper House,also 
in the MacLennan River valley,B.C.,in 1898; one of the commonest
species from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific coast, 'fc'his 

' species was taken at Banff, in the , in ^891, and
at Revelstoke, mouth of Salmon RiAçr, Agassiz and Huntington, 
B.C.; also at Victoria, Vancouver Island. (Spreadborough.) This 
is a common species from the Saskatchewan northward to the 
^barren grounds.” (Richardson.) Not uncommon, but in summer 
only, and breeding here on the prairie at Prince Albert, Sask. 
(Couteaux.) Common down the Mackenzie River to/ts mouth. 
(Ross.) Very abundant in marshy and sparsely wooded tracts 
or plains near ï iderson and on the lower rix’er, seeing

nests with eggs ” were collected inthat “ upwards
that quarter. They (were all placed on the ground^ and com­
posed of dry stems of grasses lined with finer materials of the 
same. S/bmetimes the nests are lined with a few feathers and 
deer hafr\ The number of eggs in a nest was four or five. 
(Macfarlane.)

Common about the prairies and open places. (Lord.) Abundant 
summer resident on the coast. (±treator.) Summer resident on 
the coast. (Fannin.) An abundant summer resident at Chilliwack, 
an occasional bird remaining all winter. (Brooks.) This form 
breeds in all localities in British Columbia from the Rocky 
Mountains to the coast, including the islands, from the_sea level 
to 5,000 feet. (Rhoads.) Sumas prairie, Lulu Island and English 
Bay, B.C. ; common at those localities. (E. F. G. White.) Next 
to the Lapland longspur this bird is the most abundant of the 
sparrow tribe throughout the Behring Sea coast region of 
Alaska, and it extends thence north to the Arctic shores of the 
territory. (Nelson.) This species was not obtained at the 
Aleutian Islands, but at St. Michael it was as common as the 
other species. (Turner.) The western Savanna sparrow was 
fairly numerous in the vicinity of Cape Blossom, Kotzebue
Sound. The grassy meadows bordering lagoons seemed to be its
most congenial haunt, although I met with a few on the hillsides
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towards the interior of the peninsula; young were half-fledged, 
by July 10th. (Grinnell.) Six breeding specimens taken between 
June 1st and July 27th, and three in winter plumage, illustrate 
this species as seen at Point Barrow, Alaska{Witmer Stow) 
A few were seen and four specimens taken at Hope and Tyonek, 
Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, September, 1900. (Osgood.) I saw several 
Savanna sparrows in the marshes at Chilkat Inlet, June 1st, 1899, 
and took individuals at Haine’s Mission and at Skagway and 
others at Glacier, Alaska; several pairs were seen at Log Cabin 
on Lake Bennett, at Cariboo Crossing and on ap island in Lake 
Tagish, B.C.; later they were seen on Lake Marsh, Lat.6o* 15', in 
the/ Yukon district; after this none was seen until we reached 
the Alaska boundary, after this they were found at Circle City, 
Charlie Village and at the Aphoon, mouth of the Yukon, and at 
St. Michael. (Bishop.) From June to September of 1901 eight 
specimens in all were seen at Homer and Sheep Creek near the 
Kenai Mountains, Alaska. Found breeding on the low sandy 
spit at Homer.^Its nest was well concealed in coarse grass. It 
was entirely covered and the entrance to the three nests examined 
was on the southern side. (Chapman)

Breeding Notes.—A large suite of specimens was taken, a part 
of it, however, unifttentionally, for it is not an easy matter to 
always distinguish between the Savanna sparrow and Baird’s 
bunting at gunshot range; and when I have killed a bird I gener­
ally make a point of preserving it, even though it is not particu­
larly wanted as a specimen in order that its life may not have 
been taken in vain. The nest is placed on the ground, simply 
built of dried grasses with a lining of horse hair; the eggs are 
four or five in number, in this locality usually laid in the first 
half of June. Like nearly all the fringilline birds of this region 
the Savanna sparrow is frequently the cow-bird’s foster-parent, 
and in one instance that came under my observation, the nest 
contained two of the alien eggs. (Coues.) On June 18th, 1882, 
within a few feet of a straw-stack in the barnyard, where horses 
and cattle are continually running about, I found the nest of a 
Savanna sparrcfr; protected only by a tuft of prairie grass. It 
contained five eW and was composed of grass with a meagre 
lining of horse-naif, the whole being slightly sunk in the ground. 
(Thompson-Seton.) Vhis is a very abundant species in Assiniboia 
and Alberta. Set of eggs usually four. Always breeds near
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water, generally in old grass in a marsh or by a pool. Nest com­
posed altogether of dried grass with a lining of’finer grass and a 
little horsé or other hair* (Macoun.) ^

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Forty-seven; seven at Indian Head, Assa., May, 1S91; two at 
12-Mile Lake, near Wood Mountain, Assa., June, 1895; two at 
Crane Lake, Assa., June 7th, 1894; one at Peace River Landing, 
Atha., June 16th, 1903; nine at Edmonton, Alta., May and June, 
1897; two at Banff,Rocky Mountains, June, 1891 ; four at Revelstoke 
B.C., April, 1890; two at Penticton, B.C., April, 1903; two at the 
mouth of Salmon River, B.C., July, 1902; three at Agassiz, B.C., 
May, 1889; n*ne at Huntington, B.C., October, 1901, and <our at 
Victoria, Vancouver Island, April, 1893, all by Mr. W. Spread- 
borough.

Four sets of eggs ; dnt of four taken at Twelve-mile Lake, 
Assa., June 7th, 1895, jSy the writer ; three sets of five eggs each, 
taken at Edmonton, jAlta., on June 3rd and May 27th, 1897, by 
Mr. W. Spreadboroughv

542. Labrador Savanna Sparrow.
1 asserculus sandwickçnsis labradoricus R. H. Howe, Jr.

Fairly common at Pert Ma^veVs, Lat. 570 northeastern Labra­
dor during the last half of August and the first week of September, 
1900. {Witmer Stone.) \

CXCVriI. ^ENTRONYX Baird. 1858.

545. Baird’s Sparrow.
Centronyx bairdii (Aud.) Baird. 1874. ^

It is difficult to understand how this bird eluded observation 
for thirty years from the time of its original discovery by Audu­
bon on the upper Missouri nearly to the present day. I did not 
meet with the species along the Red River itself, but found it as 
soon as I passed from the Pembina Mountains to the boundless 
prairies beyond. In some particular spots it outnumbered all the 
other birds together, and on an average through the country 
from the Pembina Mountain to the Mouse (Souris) River it was 
one of the trio of commonest birds. The skylarks and chestnut- 
collared longspur being the other two. (Coues.) An abundant
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summer resident throughout th(^ Assiniboine valley, wherever 
there are alkaline flats. In many parts of the prairies west of 
Birtle there are low flat alkaline stretches sparsely covered with 
long, wiry grass. Wherever the land is of this character Baird’s 
bunting is sure to be a prominent if not a prevailing species. 
(Thompson-Seton.) One specimen secured the first time we went 
collecting at Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan; shot on a high 
grassy plain between the fort and the lake. (Nutting.)

Breeding Notes.—I found a nest and four eggs of this bird as 
I was riding over the prairie near Crescent Lake, Assa., on June 
3rd, 1901. On June 6th, while driving to Saltcoats marshes we 
flushed another Baird’s sparrow off its nest containing five ex­
ceedingly handsome eggs. Nest on the ground at the side of the 
trail. June 7th I found another nest and five eggs, nest,'like the 
other, made of dried grass, lined with hair, built on the ground 
in sTiojt grass. 'The eggs are like well blotched eggs of the 
vesper sparrow but* are much smaller and averaging "75 x "55 
inches. (W. Raine.)

CXCIX. COTURNICULUS Bonaparte. 1838.

546. Grasshopper Sparrow.
Cotumiculus savannarumpasserinus (Wils.) Ridgw. 1885.

Said to occur in New Brunswick by Mr. Adams. (Chamberlain.) 
I am quite sure this species is at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B., 
but have not secured a specimen. (W. H. Moored)

There are two Toronto records, one in 1879, and the second in 
1890. (J. H. Fleming.) Fairly common in the two southwestern 
counties of Ontario; but a rare summer resident near London ; 
usually only one specimen observed in several years. (IV. E. 
Saunders.)

x MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two; taken at Hyde Park Corner, near London, Ont., in 1889, 
by W. E. Saunders.

546a. Western Grasshopper Sparrow.
Cotumiculus savannarum bimaculatus (Swains.) Ridgw. 1901.

A summer resident nea^. Vernon, B.C. (Brooks.)

\
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CC. AMMODRAMUS Swainson. 1827.

547. Henslow’s Sparrow.

Ammodramus henslowii (Aud.) Gray. 1849.
Thus far we have found this bird only near Sarnia, and at 

Jeannette’s Creek, Ont.; but as about a dozen birds were observed 
altogether on four different occasions in two years I believe it is 
a fairly common summer resident in the western peninsula of 
Ontario wherever a favourable locality exist^. The original dis­
covery was made on May 24th, 1898, when Suerai were noted at 
Jeannette’s Creek and since then they have been found in the 
locality on two other occasions. This is the most inconspicuous 
bird I have ever n*»t with; it runs through the glass like a^mouse 
and does not rise until one is almost on it, when it makes a short 
zigzag flight and again conceals itself. (IV. E. Saunders.) I was 
surprised to find this sparrow on Lake Joseph, Muskoka, and 
apparently breeding. I first noticed it on July 14th, 1902, in a
hay-field about a mile from Port Sanfield, and for some days had
every opportunity of watching the males as they sat on the fence 
and uttered their rather wheezy notes. Two more pairs were in 
one field, and I could find none in any of the few likely places 
elsewhere. (/. H. Fleming in The Auk, Vol. XIX., p. 403.)

648. Leconte’s Sparrow.
(Ammodramus lecontcii (Aud.) Gray. 1849.

A male specimen of this species was given to me as an Acadian 
sharp-taile#sparrow, taken May 5th, 1897, at Toronto, Ont.; this 
is the first record for Ontario. (/. H. Ames in The Auk, Vol.
XIV., p. 411.)

The rediscovery of this little known and extremely interesting 
species in Dakota was made in the Veason of 1873 by the Boun­
dary Commission. On the march between Turtle Mountain and 
the first crossing of the Mouse (Souris) River, I came upon what 
seemed to be a small colonyof the birds in a moist depression of 
the prairie. I subsequently found the bird again and secured 
another specimen. (Coues.) This beautiful sparrow abounds in 
Manitoba wherever there are meadows that offer the right com­
binations of willow, scrub and sedgy grass, and has been taken by
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myself on the west slope of Duck Mountain to the north of the 
province. (Thompson-Seton.) In June, 1896, this species was 
breeding in a marsh at Sewell, Manitoba. (Macoun.) First seen 
at Indian Head, Assa., May 12th, 1892, next seen June 23rd, when 
two nests were found; each nest contained fivyeggs; nest made 
of dried grass under a tuft on the ground. FiAt seen at Edmon­
ton, Alta., late in May, 1897; not common, cmly observed about 
a dozen altogether ; breeding in wet ground ; common on 
Bragg’s Creek, about 40 miles from CalgaryJ June 28th, 1897 ; a 
few were breeding in a marsh at Peace River Landing, Atha., Lat. 
56° 15', June 1903; and one individual was seen west of the 
Grande Prairie in August. (Spreadborough.)

Breeding Notes.—On June 23rd, 1892, I found two nests of 
this species. Each nest contained five eggs. The nest was placed 
in old grass close to the ground, and was made of the same. The 
land was low but not wet. The female was shot as she left the 
/nest. (Spreadborough.) In June, 1893, Mr. G. F. Dippie and 
myself were fortunate in discovering the nest and eggs of this 
species which were previously little known. This was at Rae­
burn, Man., since then I have found several more nests of Le­
conte’s sparrow in Manitoba and Assiniboia, all were made of fine 
dry grass and nothing else and were invariably built in a tuft off 
marsh hay a few inches above the ground. The eggs are greenish- 
white speckled at the largest end with ashy-brown and are small, 
•65 x "50 inches. (IV. Raine.) On June 12th, 1896, the writer was 
collecting in a swamp south of Sewell, on the Canadian Pacific 
Railway and came on the nest of a bird new to him. The follow­
ing is from his notebook and evidently refers to this species. “ In 
the open swamp I found another rlfest in the grass, almost touch­
ing the water which here was standing in the grass and was evi­
dently permanent as Menyanthes trifoliata and Colla palustris grew 
close by. When the bird arose I thought it was a clay-coloured 
sparrow, but on looking into tlie nest saw four eggs about the 
same size as the sparrow’s but the large end was completely 
covered with a deep shade of brown which shaded off into a 
lighter coljbur and became mottled with a lightish-green. Three 
eggs were as above, but one toas much lighter in colour and hence 
more distinctly mottled. They were much incubated and were 
injured in blowing. I refer the eggs to Leconte’s sparrow.

V
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MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Six ; two taken at Indian Head, Assa., May 10th, 1892, two 
at Edmonton, Alta., in May and June, 1897, and a pair at Peace 
River Landing, Atha., June 16th, 1903.

One set of four eggs taken at Indian Head, Assa., on June23rd, 
1892, by Mr. Spreadborough ; one set of four taken at Sewell, 
Man., June 12th, 1896, by Prof. Macoun.

549-1. Nelson’s Sparrow.

Ammodramus nelsoni (Allen) Norton. 1897.
* There are several records for Toronto. Dr. Dwight says the 
Toronto birds are more nelsoni than subvirgatus, but not typical. 
\J. H. Fleming.) I took a very fine female on 28th October, 1896, 
at Toronto, and on the 17th November, Mr. I. Percival Turner 
took two, a male and female, at the same spot. On the 17th 
November, 1900,1 visited the place again and saw two. ( J.Hughes- 
Samuel.) On the 22nd September, 1894, near Toronto, Ont., I 
shot two individuals of this species ; on June 10th, 1895, I shot 
a female and in the autumns of 1896-97-98 I saw many others. (C. 
W. Nash.)

On my arrival at Winnipeg, Manitoba, Mr. Hine surprised me 
by producing a specimen of this form, shot at Winnipeg on May 
25th, 1892. On June 30th, at Carberry, I heard a curious bird note 
and going over the slough to the spot, I p^t up two small dark- 
coloured sparrows. I obtained one which proved to be this form; 
later in the day I took two more; the above specimens were sub­
mitted to Mr. F. M. Chapman and pronounced true nelsoni. 
( Thompson-Seton.)

Breeding Notes.—On June 12th, 1893, Mr. Dippie and myself 
found this bird nesting at Long Lake, Manitoba. The nest and 
eggs Tpresented to the U. S. National Museum at Washington. 
On the 14th June, 1894, I again visited the locality and was for­
tunate in finding anotlfer nest and four eggs of Nelson’s sparrow 
and the next day I took another set of five eggs. Nests were 
made of dried grass and built in a tuft of marsh hay a few inches 
from the ground. Their voice is like that of a grasshopper and 
they sing until long after sunset. ( W. Raine.)

'\

s
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MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two eggs taken at Long Lake, Manitoba, in June, 1894, by Mr, 
W. Raine.
549 • la. Acadian Sharp-tailed Finch.

’ „ Ammodramus nelsoni subvirgatus (Dwight) Norton. 1897.
Fairly common about the salt marshes at the mouths of the 

streams emptying into Minas Basin, King’s Co., N.S., from June 
to October. (H. Tufts) Possibly occurs in Nova Scotia. (Downs) 
Several specimens taken in the vicinity of Hampton, N.B. 
(Chamberlain) A nest of this [species was taken near Baddeck, 
Cape Breton Island, July, 26th, 1898 ; this species was not rare 
along the shore of the bay east of Baddeck. (Macoun) A few birds 
in the salt marsh at Tignish, Prince Edward Island were the only 
ones I could discover, although I searched in many other locali­
ties (Dwight) Taken at St. Denis de Kamouraska, south shore 
of St. Lawrence, eastern Quebec ; breeding in some numbers. 
(Dionne) A casual visitor at Ottawa, Ont. One shot in 1882, 
identified by Dr. Coues. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.)

This form is peculiar to the fresh and salt water marshes of the 
Maritime Provinces of Canada, especially those bordering on the 
Bay of Fundy and the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Strangely enough 
it has never been taken in Nova Scotia, although it undoubtedly 
occurs there, for I have observed it within two or three miles of 
the boundary line when rambling over the meadows of the Petit- 
codiac River in New Brunswick, not far from the type locality. 
Since my discovery of the birds about ten years ago ijiave found 
them breeding at Tignish, Prince Edward Island, where they were 
recorded as caudacutus long before 'subvirgatus was separated by 
Brewster, at Bathurst, N.B., and at Rivière du Loup, Quebec, on 
the south shore of the St. Lawrence. They have also been found 
a few miles west of the last named place at Kamouraska by 
Dionne. West of this I have not found them, neither at L’Islet 
nor on the marshes between the city of Quebec and Ste. Anne de 
Beaupré. Consequently there appears to be a wide gap between 

( the headquarters of this form and those of nelsoni,—over one 
thousand miles. (Dwight in The Auk, Vol. XIII., p. 276.)

This species is tolerably common on low islands in the St. John 
River, in York Co., N.B. The spring migrants arrive in April, 
the first observed in 1903 was April 22nd, a week earlier than the
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Savanna sparrow arrived. They run along among the grasses 
rather than take flight. The song is a low unattractive s-^e-t s-k, 
emitted either from the ground or from an elevation. They feed 
about the margin of pools of still water where they seem to pro­
cure aquatic insects and grass seeds. Their colours blend most per­
fectly with such surroundings and it is only by persevering watch­
fulness that an observer may see them, unless they happen to 
take flight. The nests are built back from the water where there 
is no danger from an overflow and are fairly well concealed. The 
few nests observed have been built of dried grass blades through­
out, the lining being composed of the finest material. One nest 
was a mere film of blades, scarce compact enough to lift from the 
depression where it was placed. It was built under the side of a 
log and contained five eggs which were very uniformly marked, 
there being three distinct varieties of coloring. A set now 
before the writer, taken May 27th, contains four eggs, 71 x 59, 
•80 x'58, 72 x 60, 72 x -59. The ground colour is pale greenish- 
blue marked with cinnamon-brown, umber and blue-gray. The 
first, third and fourth are so heavily marked as to obscure the 
ground colour, the second is much more finely and sparsely 
marked, and with the third most heavily marked about the large 
end. The nest was placed in a gully having a southern exposure, 
and wag also well concealed by thick grasses. While the writer 
was walking across an island the bird flushed from under foot and 
flew quietly away without making the least attempt at alluring 
its disturber from the vicinity of the nest, nor did it return for some 
time. The male was not seen at all. The eggs were fresh, which 
fact probably accounted for the shyness of the birds. ( W.H.Moore.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS. L.

One specimen taken at Scotch Lake, N.B., Sept. 7th, 1901, by 
W. H. Moore.

One set of four eggs taken at Wolfville, King’s Co., N. S., 
June 2nd, 1902, by Mr. R. W. Tufts. Nest made of grass placed 
among grass in a salt marsh.

, CCI. CHONDESTES. Swainson. 1827.
552. Lark Sparrow.

Chondestes pammacus (Say) Bonap. 1838.
One seen on Sable Island N.S. on Sept. 6th, 1902, and a number 

on October 10th. {James Bouteillier.) ■
V
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Vhis bird breeds regularly at Toronto; a nest was taken at the 
Humber, May I5tlf, 1899; it is very local and not abundant. 
(/. H. Fleming) The first time I saw one of these birds taken at 
Toronto was in May, 1894, and I have met with them at intervals 
since—notably on May 24th, 1885,when I took a specimen and saw 
another. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) A few were regularly observed 
near L,ondon from 1878 till 1889, but none were observed from 
1889 till 1900, when a pair spent the summer about ten miles from 
London, Ont. This species is a fairly common inhabitant of the 
western counties of Ontario, along the Lake Erie shore, but is 
rare and, of late, irregular near London, A single one was noted 
and watched fora short time near Sault Ste. Marie in September, 
1880. (IV. E. Saunders.)

552a. Western Lark Sparrow.
Chondestesgrammacus strigatus (Swains.) Ridgw. 1880.

A common summer resident near Winnipeg ; a few seen there 
June 3rd, 1896; one shot by Mr. Hine. The Winnipeg specimens 
may belong to the eastern form. (Macoun.) First saw two May 
16th, 1894, at Medicine Hat, Assa., common by the 15th; I believe 
they breed here as I saw them up to the first week in June when 
I left; a few specimens seen the last week in May, 1895, at Old 
Wives’ Creek, Assa.; not seen again until July 1st, when a pair 
was seen at Sucker Creek in the Cypress Hills ; qyite common 
in the Milk ,‘River valley below Pend d’OreHle, later a few were 
seen at Castellated Rocks higher up the river. (Spreadborough) 
A very scarce summer visitant both east and west of the Coast 
Range, B.C. (Brooks.) Seen only at Vernon, B.C., where two 
pairs of adult birds were feeding their newly fledged young. 
(Rhoads.)

MUSEUM "SPECIMENS.
Seven; six taken at Medicine Hat, Assa., May, 1894, and one 

taken at Old Wives’ Creek, May 22nd, 1895, aU by Mr. Spread- 
borough.

CCII. ZONOTRICHIA Swainson. 1831.
553. Harris’s Sparrow.

Zonotrichia querula (Nutt.) Gamb. 1847.
A numberChfsu>ecimei}s, including adults of both sexes and 

young just fr\m tnWnest, were collected, July 23rd to 30th, 1900,

?
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at Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay, where the birds were common. 
They frequent the scattered patches of dwarfed spruce that grow 
in the small valleys and ravines intersecting the extensive ex­
panse of precipitous ledges along the Chufchill River in the 
vicinity of the post. They undoubtedly nest among these spruces 
but no nests attributable to this species were found. Several were 
seen on our return on the upper)Hayes River, near the Robinson . 
Portage and at the Echimamfsh, Keewatin. (Prebles.) A fine 
series of specimens of this handsome and interesting bird was 
secured at our Mouse River Depot, during the latter half of 
September and beginning of October. Its breeding grounds areas 
yetunknowp. (Coues.) Abundant spring and fall migrant, frequent­
ing thickets in Manitoba. (Thompson-Seton.) Specimen shot at 
Fort Pelly, August 29th, 1881; in flocks 50 miles we?t of Brandon 
on the road to Fort Ellice, Man. (Macoun.) Only three were seen 
at Indian Head, Assa., during three months residence in the spring 
of 1892, these were seen May 12th and 13th. (Spreadborough.) I 
took two individuals at Sumâs, B.C., 10th January, 1895, and saw a 
third at Chilliwack, B.C. (Brooks.) Taken at Cadboro Bay near 
Victoria by A, H. Maynard, October, 1894; and another individual 
shot at Comox, November, 1894, by W. B. Anderson. (Fannin.)

Breeding Notes.—I have pleasure in recording the first auth-*' 
entic nest and eggs of this species. On June nth, 1901, at Cres­
cent Lake, Assa., I was fortunate in finding the nest in the root 
of akmall willow at the edge of a bluff. The nest was made of 
grass and fine bark, lined wjth dry grass. The eggs are unlike 
those of any,other sparrow. They are large for sparrows, averag­
ing -88x-68 inches, and are creamy white, spotted chiefly at the 
larger end with rusty brown and lilac and have a high polish. 
The parent bird-was secured. This is the third species of sparrow 
found by me breeding in northwest Canada whose nest and eggs 
were previously unknown to science. (IV. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMEN.

One specimen taken at Indian Head, Assa., May 12th, 1892, by 
Mr. Spreadborough.
554. White-crowned Sparrow. ,

Zonotrichia leucophrys (Forst.) Swains. 1831.
Seems to be confined to southern Greenland ; not numerous 

but certainly a breeding bird, though its nest has not yet been
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found in the country. (Arct. Man.) VeryXplentiful Uy^nighout 
eastern Labrador ; breeds abundantly at Fort Chimo. (Packard.) 
Not observed on James Bay until a short distance north of Fort 
George when they became common ; very abundant from Richmond 
Gulf across Ungava to Fort Chimo. (Spreadborough.) Two speci­
mens taken at Chateau Bay, Labrador, July 14th, 1891. (Nortm.) 
A common summer resident in Newfoundland. (Reeks.) The most 
abundant land bird in northeastern Labrador ; common wherever 
there was any spruce scrub. (Bigelow.) I have six nests and eggs of 
this bird taken at Nachvak and Whale River, Ungava. (IV. Raine.) 
A very common summer resident in"New Brunswick; occurs piore 
frequently at Grand Mahan during migration. (Chambetlain.) A 
tolerably cqmmon spring and autumn migrant at Scotch Lake, 
York Co.fN.B. (W. H. Moore.) Common at Lake Mistassini, 
northern Quebec. (J. M. Macoun.) Taken at Beauport ; sum­
mer migrant in eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) A scarce transient 
visitor at Montreal, both in spring and autumn. (Wi't/e.) 
First seen at York Factory, Hudson Bay where it was abund­
ant and where a small series, including old of both sexes, and 
young just from the nest, was taken, July J2th to 14th. About 
the post at Churchill it was extremely abundant July 23rd to 30th, 
but after passing north of that point we saw no more until our 
return'when ascending HaJbs River. (Preblesj York Factory, 
Hudson Bay. (Dr. R. Bell.) Fort Churchill,Hudson Bay. (Clarke.)

A common migrant jn spring and fall a^ Ottawa. (Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) A sparrow that I have never seen in Ontario 
in summer; neither did I observe it in June or July on the Mag­
dalen Islands. It commonly arrives in Ontario about the igtfêof 
May, and is plentiful by the 19th. It is very tame, frequenting 
wood-piles and brush-heaps. In the fall I Jiave seen it on Wolfe 
Island, near Kingston, in September, but it is not so familiar a 
bird at that season. (Rev. C.J. Young.) A fairly common migrant 
in the Parry Sound and Muskoka districts. (/. H. Fleming.) 
Transient visitant at Penetanguishene, Ont. ; not very common. 
(A: F. Young.)

A summer migrant in Manitoba, probably breeding in the north­
eastern region. (Thompson-Seton.) Only seen at Indian Head as 
a migrant between the 9th and 20th May. They were quite com­
mon for some time. First seen on May 4th ^t Medicine Hat, 

5
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Assa.; they were common by the gth, but were all gone by the 
15th. On June 24th of tbS same year they were common in all 
the brush on the east enfl'of the Cypress Hills and were certainly* 
breeding. First seen at Edmonton, Alta., May 7th, 1897 ; none 
seen after ths^gth. All were migrants. (Spreadborough.) First 
noticed in numbers at Prince Albert, Sask., last spring (1899). 
Probably common but irregular in its visits. (Couteaux.) This 
species is a northern bird and breeds in all parts of the Northwest 
Territories, arriving about the middle of May ancfileaving early 
in September. (Richardson.) North to Fort Resolution on"Great 
Slave Lake ; rare. (Ross.) • /

MUSEUM SPECIMENS. ,

Three; one taken at Wood^ Mountain, Assa., June, 1895, one at 
Medicine Hat, ^ssa., May, .1894, and^ne at Banff, Rocky Moun­
tains, May, iSgiifall by Mr. Spreadborough.

Eggs; seven sets ; four^sets of foureÿch taken at Whale River, 
Ungava, in June, 1896, by G. Bouchier, one set of four takeiV at 
Fort Chimo, Ungava, in June, 1894, by G- Bouchier; one setyof 
four taken at Nachvak, Labrador, in June, 1896, by J. Geer; ' ope 
set of three taken on an island in James Bay, Jupe 23rd, 1896* by 
Mr. Spreadborough. \* 4

sa*». Gambel’s Sparrôw.
Zonotrichia leucophrys gamtelii Ridgw. 1899.

I was surprised to find that the white-crowned sparrows of the 
Mouse (Souris) River were the variety ^instead of typical leuco­
phrys, but such was the case, as shown beyond question by some 
of the specimens taken with perfec^ head-dress ; found also in 
the Rocky Mountains in the^autumn where they possibly breed. 
(Coues.) North to Lapierre’s House on the Mackenzie River. 
(Ross.) This was common as a migrant at Indian Head in 
1892, and at Medicine Hat, Assa., in May, 1894. About forty 
miles southwest of Calgary this species was rather common. 
A nest was taken June 28th having five fresh eggs, placed 
at tHfc root .of a clump of willows ; on Moose Mountain, at 
6,000 feet altitude, foun^f a nest with six fresh eggs, the- 
same day another nest was taken at 7,500 feet, containing three 
young and two eggs; common in the foothills from Calgary 
south {o Crow'sfNest Pass ; common from- Prairie Creek, Alta.,
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to the Henry House, 1898; very^common and breeding at Banff,
Rocky Mountains, in 1891 ; first seen April 23rd at Penticton^ 
Lake Okanagan, B. C., where they became" common ; very 
abundant at Revelstoke, B.C., in April, 1890; ope seen at Trail near 
the 49th parallel, 1902, nearly all the specimens taken were males; 
in May many .were breeding in burnt wo3ds all around the town; 
rather commote- at Sicamous, B.C., in July, 1889, and at Kam­
loops and Spence’s Bridge also. (Spreadborough.) Two were 
seen at Lake Okanagan, B.C., Decembèr 16th, 1898. Common 
migrant at Chilliwack, B.C. {Brooks.) During migration this race 
is sparingly scattered as far west as Vsâc^ver Island, where I 
took two specimens. It becomes more ffequent on the western 
slope of the Coast Range, and in the interior I found it breeding 
at higher latitudes and altitudes. {Rhoads.) Rare spring and 
fall migrant in British Columbia. -{Streator.) I found this bird 
very common east of the Coast Range.. {Fannin.) Descending 
from the bleak snow-covered rocks of White Pass we reached 
Portage on June 14th, a country of more luxuriant vegetation. 
Here this Sparrow appeared and continued with us to Circle 
City, Alaska. {Bishop ) Everywhere in Alaska, the presence of 
bushes and timber is an almost certain indication of this bird’s 
presence in summer. {Nelson.) This species is quite abundant 
among the alder patches on all parts of the island of St. Michael 
and breeds in considerable numbers. {Turner.) This bird occurs 
at Point Barrow only as a straggler. Only a single individual 
was taken. {Murdoch) Occasionally seen on the high grounds 
of Kenai Mountains, Alaska, a rew hundred feet above timber 
line. (Chapman.) A few of Gambel’s sparrows were observed 
in the vicinity of Cape Blossom, Kotzebue Sound, irt Jiily. They 
were always seen in brush^patches or at their borders, just as is the 
c^se in winter in southern California. {Gtinnell) One female 
specimen taken at Point Barrow, Alaska, is typical in every way. 
( IVitmer Stone)

Breeding NoteTs.—The following spring the arrival of Gam­
be 1's sparrow',indicated by its beautiful song, was in the even­
ing of May/dTst, and the species soon became common. The 
song is a clear sad stcain of five syllables, and with rising inflect- 
tion. In the Kowalc delta on the nth June, I obtained a set of 
six eggs in which incubation had commenced. The nest was sunk

«
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into a hummock of moss on the ground under some alder bushes 
on a hillside. A clump of dead grass partly concealed it from 
view. It consisted of dry grasses, lined with finer grass and black 
rootlets. The eggs are pale Nile blue, rather evenly covered with 
irregularly-outlined spots of chocolate and vinaceous. They are 
ovate, and measure 83 x 63, -8i x 62, 86 x '63, '85 x "64, '83 x 62, 
and 76 x 60, the latter being a runt egg. (G'rinnell.)

The intermediate sparrow breeds in great numbers in the 
wooded sections of Anderson district. The nests were nearly 
always placed on the ground, in the tufts or tussocks of grass, 
clumps of Labrador tea (Ledum palustre), and amid stunted 
willows. They were composed of fine hay and lined with deer 
hair, occasionally mixed with a few feathers. Several were 
made entirely of the finer grasses. The usual number of eggs was 
four, but a lot contained as many as five and six. Upwards of 
one hundred nests were collected in the region referred to. 
(Macfarlane.) On June 13th, 1893, at Banff, Rocky Mountains, I 
came across a nest and five eggs of this species; it was built at the 
side of a grassy mound and madeyof dried grass lined with hair. 
At Peel River, Arctic Americafon June 2nd^ 1898, Rev, C. E. 
Whittaker found a nest and four eggs built in a patch of moss on 
the ground. (IV. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-seven; four taken at, Indian Head, Assa., in September, 
1891; -three at Medicine Hat, Assa* in May, 1894; one at Edmon­
ton, Alta., May 8th, 1897, ar|d one on Bragg’s Creek, below Cal­
gary, June 28th, 1897 » one at Banff, Rocky Mountains, May, 
1891; six at Revelstoke, B.C., April, 1890; one at^ffence’s Bridge, 
B.C., May, 1889; ten at Pçnticton, B.C., in April and May, 1903, 
all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

•
r- x

5546. Nuttall’s Sparrow. X

Zonotrichia leucophrys nuttalli Ridgway. 1899. v
Common about the prairies and open timbered spots. (Lord!) 

West of the Coast Range, especially on the coast; this is the most 
abundant small bird in the neighbourhood of Victoria. (Fannin.) 
Rare migrant at Chilliwack. (Brooks.) Taken at Agassiz and 
Yale in May, 1889; observed five at the mouth of Tami Hy Creek,
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Chilliwack valley ; very abundant at Huntington, B.C., on Sept. 
9th, 1901, feeding on thistle seed; first Seen on April 10th, at Vic­
toria, but common by April 17th, 1893 ; nest found May nth on 
the ground, made of dry grass, lined with hair and containing three 
eggs ; a summer resident on all parts of Vancouver Island, they 
do not appear to be common at Comox. (Spreadborough.) A very 
common species on Vancouver Island; it was abundant on road­
sides and in fields at Salt Spring Island and Comox in May, 1887. 
(Macoun.) A very abundant eummer resident on the coasts of 
British Columbia. (Rhoads.)

:UM SPECIMENS.

ntington, B.C., in September, 1901; four* Nine five taken at
on Vancouver Island in April, 1893, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

One set of five eggs taken on Beacon Hill, Victoria, Vancouver 
Island, May 16th, 1890, by Mr. J. Fannin.

557. Golden-crowned Sparrow.
Zônotrichia coronata (Pall.) Baird. 1858.

Common about the prairies and open /timbered spots. (Lord.) 
A very abundant spring and fall migrant. (Streator.) An abundant 
summer resident. (Fannin.) Not common ; migrating in the 
lower Fraser valley ; breeds on the mountain tops at timber line. 
(Brooks.) Quite rare at Hastings, Agassiz, and Vancouver in April, 
1889 ! not rare on Vancouver Island at Victoria in spring, seen for 
the first time April 27th, in 1893, by May 9th they had disappear­
ed. '(Spreadborough.) Abundant at Salt Spring Island and Comox 
in May, 1887. (Macoun.) In abundant flocks during our stay at 
Coldstream, Vancouver Island. I am inclined to doubt Mr. Fan­
nin’s statement that they are resident on Vancouver Island and 
would restrict their southern range in summer to the Queen Char­
lotte Islands. (Rhoads.) At English Bay, near Vancouver City 
saw a flock of nearly 100 May 4th, 1890; very common on Su mas 
prairie in October of the same year. (E. F. G. White.)

A few of these sparrows were seen and heard on August 21st 
in brush among spruces back of our camp on the Kowak River, 
Kotzebue Sound. They were not common at any time. (Gt'inne/l.) 
Common in the low, second growth brush about the |village of 
Hope, Cook’s Inlèt, Alaska ; also occasionally seen on :he moun-

/
>
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tains there. (Osgood.) This sparrow found on the heights 
above Glacier near Skagway and was common at White Pass 
summit and continued to Portage, B.C. A nest almost finished 
was found in a conifer at Summit Lake, June 12th. (Bishop.) 
Seen at Kenai Mountains and at Homer, Alaska. Was not seen 
until late summer at Homer when it became very common. ( Chap­
man.) The last of May, from the 25th to the 30th, it arrives in 
the vicinity of St. Michael,and breeds sparingly along the Behring 
Sea coast of the territory, and more rarely on the shores of 
Kotzebue Sound. From the peninsula of Alaska south to Puget 
Sound it is a common summer resident; its range extends beyond 
the Arctic Circle. (Nelson) A pair of these birds was shot in 
June, 1876, on the western end of Whale Island, near St.Micfiael; 
they are not common in the interior. (Turner)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS. -

Four ; three taken at Victoria, Vancouver Island in April 1893; 
one taken at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., April 24th, 188^, all 

Mr. Spreadborough.

668. White-throated Sparrow.
Zonotrichia albicollis (Gmel.) Swains, 1837. -

Reported by Stearns as common and breeding in southern 
Labrador; Audubon states that this species is common, and that 
they saw young late in July; Drexler obtained this species at 
Moose Factory on May 31st, i860; Verrill reports this species as 
far the most common singing bird on Anticosti. (Packard) Two 
specimens] taken at Chateau Bay, Labrador, July 14th, 1891. 
(Norton.) A common summer migrant in Newfoundland. (Reeks.) 
Fairly common along the Humber River, Newfoundland, 1899. 
(Louis H. Porter)

An abundant summer resident in Nova Scotia. (Downs) 
Not uncommon on Sable Island in thesppngand autumn of 1902. 
(James Bouteillier) Common at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape 
Breton Island, N. S., July, 1898 ; not uncommon at Brackley 
Beach, Prince Edward Island, nests taken June, 1888. (Macoun) 
This bird so characteristic of the Canadian fauna, is less abundant 
than the ubiquitous juncos, but on account of its loud and striking 
song is far better known to the average inhabitant of Prince

/
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Edward IslanX l/Dwight.) Breeding abundantly at Sydney, Cape 
Breton Island. (C. R. Harte.) Common from May to October 
at Wolfville, King’s Co., N.S. (H. Tufts!)

A common summer resident in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) 
An abundant summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. 
( W.H,. Moore!) Abundant in the Restigouche valley, N.B. (Brittain 
& Cox!) Common on the Magdalen Islands; nesting about the 
last of June. (Bishop.) Everywhere about the Gulf of St. Law­
rence, save on the wind-swept Magdakns, this bird was an 
abundant species. (Breivster!) Common at Lake Mistassini 
in northern Quebec. (/. M. Macouti!) Taken at Beauport; a 
common resident in eastern Quebec. (Dionne!) A common 
summer resident at Montreal. Breeds in Mount Royal Park. 
Observed here from April 24th to October 30th. (Wintle.)

A common summer resident at Ottawa and breeding. (Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) A common summer migrant in the Parry 
Sound and Muskoka districts. (J. H. Fleming!) A very common 
summer resident at Guelph, Ont. Arriving about April 20th and 
leaving about October 30th. (A. B.Klugh!) Abundant everywhere 
in Algonquin Park, Ont.; found a nest on the ground in a bunch 
of grass, Jvly 15th, 1900 ; eggs quite fresh. (Spreadborough!) A 
common migrant but a rare breeder at London ; found only in 
openings in deep cedar swamps. Forty miles north of London 
and in the Bruce peninsula it is quite common. (W.E. Saunders!) 
A common summer resident at Penetanguishene, keeping well to 
the deep swàmps and probably breeds as they remain throughout 
the summer. (A. F. Young!) Common along the Moose River to 
Moose Factory, James Bay ; none seen further north. (Spread- 
borough.) Abundant throughout trfe region between Norway 
House and York Factory, Hudson Bay. It was especially numer­
ous in the extensive tracts which'had been devastated by fire. A 
few were noted, one of.which was .collected at York Factory in 
July, 1900; on our return trip a few were seen at Oxford Lake, 
September nth. (Trebles.) Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay. (Clarke.)

A common summer resident in woodlands in Manitoba; found 
breeding at Carberry, Shell River, Little Boggy Creek and Duck 
Mountain. (Thompson-Selon.) Only seen at Indian Head, Assa.,be­
tween the 9th and 20th May, 1892, when they all migrated to the 
north; a few were observed at Moose Jaw and Old Wives’ Creek,



486 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA.

Assa., in May, 1895, but they soon disappeared. (Spreadborough.) 
One of the most abundant birds at Grand Rapids of the Saskatche­
wan; It breeds therein great numbers.(/V»//i/ig-.)This species reaches 
the Saskatchewan about the middle of May, and spreads through­
out the Northwest Territories up to Lat. 66° to breed. (Richard­
son.) North to Fort Simpson on the Mackenzie River; rare. 
(Ross.) First seen May 7th, 1888, near Calgary; common from 
there to Edmonton and Athabasca Landing and up to Little 
Slave River, down the Athabasca to Clearwater River, and up 
that river to Methye Portage and thence to Isle à la Crosse; it is 
the chief birdyei the whole region. (J.M. Macoun.) First seen 
at Edmonton, Alta., May 6th, 1897. Shortly after they became 
common and remained to breed. Abundant from Lesser Slave 
Lâke to Peace River Landing, Atha., Lat. 56° 15', in June, 1903; 

/observed from Edmonton to the Pembina River in June, 1 
Spreadborough. )

Breeding Notes.—Nest on ground among bushes, composed 
of grass, weed stems and moss, lined with rootlets and fine grass. 
Eggs 4, dull white, spots and splashes of brown and lavender. 
(G. R. White.) I have observed that this bird is sparingly dis­
tributed throughout eastern Ontario through the summer. In 
June, 1888, I found two nests on the rocky ground, two miles west, 
of the village of Renfrew, Ont., one in a small thick bush, the 
other among grass, etc., on the ground. During ten years I ob­
served one pair close to Lansdowne, Ont., that by their manner 
had young, though I did not succeed in finding the nest. I saw 
one bird on the Magdalen Islands and have seen two nests taken 
in 1899 near Mingan, Que., where it commonly breeds. (Rev. C.J. 
)roung.) I found a,nest of this bird May 24th, t886, in the park,built 
in the roots of an up-turned tree stump, containing four eggs,and 
another nest May 30th, 1891, at Hochelaga woods containing three 
eggs, built on the ground in a tussock of grass. ( Wintle.) I took 
a nest near Ssfnd Lake on May 25th, 1897. It was placed under 
some dead ferns on the flat, glassy bank of a stream, and was 
lined with moose hair ; there were four eggs in the set. I took 
a nest some years ago at Rosseau, built about three feet up in a 
raspberry bush. (/. H. Fleming.) On June 8th, 1893, I found a 
nest and eggs at Long Lake, Manitoba ; June 19th, 1901, I found 
two nests at Carleton Junctîbn, 40 miles west of Ottawa. One 
nest was on the ground, the other in a brush heap some distance
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above the ground. (IV. Raine.) The nesting season of this species 
is from May to August ; eggs from three to five in a set placed in 
a snugly built nest of grasses,lined with finer grasses and hair,placed 
in brush or on the ground and well concealed; the birds show muc^ 
anxiety when one approaches the nest. The young when fledged 
do not show white on the head or throat. (IV. H. Moore ) Near 
Ottawa and at Lake Nominingue, 100 miles north of it. The 
nest is found in woods, under branches, in a bed of green moss or 
sometimes in a bush. It is built of coarse grasses, rotten wood, 
dried leaves and usually green moss. The lining is fine grass or 
hairs. The set is of three Or four eggs laid in June or July. 
(Garneau.) In June, 1903, two nests of this species were found by 
the writer in a swampy thicket near Ottawa; one was in a clump 
of dead Carex stems (Caret riparia) and the other in a very old 
brush-heap. (Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
Ten ; one purchased with the H ilman collection in 1885 ! one 

taken at Ottawa in May, 1886, by Mr.E.F.G.White; three taken at 
Ottawa by Mr. F. A. Saunders in September, 1890; three taken at 
Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun ; two by Mr. VV. Spread- 
borough at Edmonton, Alta., in May, 1897.

One set of four eggs taken at Wolfville, N.S., June 12th, 1894, 
by Mr. Tufts.
\

Bonaparte. 1832.CCIII. SPIZELLA 
6tjo. Tree Sparrow.

Spizella monticola (Gmel.) Baird. 1858.
Common throughout Labrador. Breeds plentifully at Fort 

Chimo, where eggs and nests were taken. (Packard.) None 
seen oi\James Bay until a little north of Fort George when they 
became \ommon. Very abundant across Ungava from Rich­
mond Gulf to Fort Chimo in the summer of 1896. (Spreadborough.) 
Rather uncommon in northeastern Labrador, but widely distri­
buted. I observed a good many at Port Manvers, Lat, 570. 
(Bigelow.) A common winter visitor in Nova Scotia. (Downs) 
Fairly common in winter at Wolfville, King’s Co., N.S. (H. Tufts) 
A regular winter visitor in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain) A 
winter visitor at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B.; tolerably common 
in some localities. (IV. H. Moore) Two seen at Parrsboro, N.S.,

V
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in company with three slate-colored juncos on Jan. 25th, 1899. 
(Morrell.) Quite common ^t Lake Mistassini, northern Quebec, 
breeding in 1885. (/. M. Mac01m.) Taken at Beauport; a winter 
visitor in eastern Quebec. (Dianne.) A transient but common 
visitant at Montreal; observed here in spring from April 7th to 
28th, and in the autumn from October 25th to November 7th.
( Wintle.) '

A common migrant in spring and fall at Ottawa. (Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) A northern breeder, common in Ontario in 
the early spring, where it is ohe of the first birds to come. (Rev. 
C. J. Young.) A regular winter resident in the Parry Sound and 
Muskoka districts ; common at Sand Lake in October, 1900. 
(/. H. Fleming.) A common migrant at London, Ont.; a few are 
found most winters in sheltered places. ( W. E. Saunders.) Win­
ter visitor at Guelph, Ont. (A. B. Klugh.) A rare and transient 
visitor at Penetanguishene, Ont. (A. F. Young.)

No tree sparrows were observed in summer during either season, 
(1873-74) and I think none brçed as far,south as this. They 
appear in numbers with the general mig/ation which brings the 
northern fringillines, and which reaches this latitude about the 
1st of OctoberQ)(Coues.) Abundant migrant in Manitoba^ fre­
quenting thickets. It commonly frequent^ thick copses rather 
than trees, and its general habits would entitle it to be called 
scrub sparrow rather than tree sparrow. (Thompson-Selon.) First 
seen at York Factory Hudson Bay, where the species was rather 
common, and a young bird not long from the nest was taken July 
12th, 1900. It was abundant at Fort Churchill July 24th to 30th, 
and we took a series at that point. Many were noted on the 
“ barren grounds,” 50 miles south of Cape Eskimo, August 4th to 
8th. On our return trip several were seen at Duck Point, Pfay- 
green Lake. (Prebles.) Fort Churchill, Huthofl Bay. (Clarke.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four; three taken in Ottya in April and November, 1890, by 
Mr F. A. Saunaers; one tjpen at London, Ont., 27th October, 
1885, by Mr. W. E. Saunders.

Four sets of eggs; two of four and one of five eggs taken at 
Whale River, Hudson Bay, in Jun^ 1898, by Mr. J. E. Edmunds; 
one set of four taken at Fort Chimo, Ungava, in June, 1896, by 
Mr. G. Bouchier.
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559a. Western Tree Sparrow.
a

Spizella monticola ochracea Brewst. 1882.
Very common in the spring at Indian Head, Assa.; first seen at 

Medicine Hat, Assa., April 10th, 1894, and all were gone by the 
18th ; rare at Edmonton, Alta., in April, 1897 '< the bulk of the 
migration had passed before I reached there ; a few observed at 
Lesser Slave Lake, and one individual at Peace River Landing in 
Lat. 56e 15' in June, 1903; rathercommon at Penticton,B.C., early 
in April, 1903; quite common at Revelstoke, B.C., in April, 1891, 
feeding on the ground up to April 17th, when they disappeared; 
from the crossing of the McLeod River, October 6th, 1898, to 
Edmonton, Alta., the species was common, evidently passing 
south. (Spreadborough.) Common at Athabasca Landing, 90 miles 
Ivfpn Edmonton, May 24th, 1888. (/.M. Macoun.)

This little bird arrives in small flocks on the Saskatchewan in 
the third week im April, and after a short halt proceeds further 
north to breed. (Richardson.) North to Lapierre’s House on 
the Mackenzie River; abundant. (Ross.) This is perhaps the 
most abundant sparrow found breeding in the valley of Anderson 
River, as is evidenced by the number of nests, two hundred and 
sixteen, secured. Most of thçm were found the ground and 
others on dwarf willows at a height of one to four feet. Fouuind 
five eggs and sometimes as many as six and seven appearedffo be 
the complement. (Mac/arlane.) / /

Regular summer visitor. (Lord.) Migrant ; not common at 
Chilliwack ; a few stay all winter at Lake Okanagan, B.C.; a few 
bred^ at Barkerville, Cariboo district, B.C., 1901. (Brooks.) Taken 
on Vancouver Island by. A. H. Maynard. (Fannin.) At Haine’s 
Mission, Lynn Canal, I took a female June 2nd, 1899. At Cariboo 
Crossing, Lat. 6o°,B.C., we took twr^pairs June 29th, one of them 
with a nest containing three fresh eggs. The nest was buried in 
moss at the foot of a clump of willows in a willow swamp near the 
lake; it was composed of fine dry grasses, lined with feathers 
covered externally with a thick coating of living moss. It was 
occasionally seen the whole length of the Yukon River to St. 
Michael. (Bishop.)‘ ^3"he western tree sparrow was numerous at 
Cape Blossom, Kot»ebue Sound, Alaska. The patches of 
stunted willow and alder back among the hills seemed to be 
particularly favoured by this species, and in such localities full-
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fledged young and moulting adults were found in the latter part 
of July. (Gtinnell) This species is very common, especially 
along the coast of Behring Sea, and of all the birds that frequent 
bushes this is, the most common to the north. {Nelson.) This 
species arrives at St. Michael and remains about two and one- 
half months. It breeds in the alder thickets that skirt the small 
lakes and low grounds. It is quite common. {Turner.) One speci­
men taken at Homer, Kenai Peninsula, Alaska, September 8th, 
1901. {Chapman)

Breeding Notes.—In the Kowak delta on the 14th and 15th
of June I took a set of five and on,e of six slightly incubated eggs,
respectively. The two nests were similarly placed in the tops of
clumps of grass at the edge of a marsh about six inches above the
water. The nest proper consists of closely-matted broad dry
grass blades and stems, while the lining is èntirely of white
ptarmigan feathers, though not one shows above the rim. The
deeply cup-shaped cavity is thus pure white, though when the bird
was sitting she entirely concealed it. The internal diameter of
the nest is 2 00, depth, 190 ; external diameter, 4 80, depth,
2 60. ground colour of the egg is very pale blue. The
set of six is quite uniformly and thickly spotted with liver-
brown and vinaceous tints. One egg of the set of fiveNs like
them, but the others are wreathed at the large ends with confluent
markings of the same colours, while the ^t of the surface is very
finely dotted and blurred with a pale brown tint; so as to nearly
obscure the g found colour. The eleven eggs average 74 x 57.
{Joseph Grinn 'll.) I have several sets of eggs from the Mackenzie
delta ; a neyt and five eggs was fo^Rd by Rev.C.E. Whittaker on
June i8th,^900 at Peel River; another nest with five'eggs was
found at the foothills of the Black Mountains by Mr. Stringer on
June 13th, 1899; another clutch of four eggs was found, west side
of Mackenzie delta by Mr. Stringer on June 8th, 1899 ; the nests
are ma)le of dried grass warmly lined with feathers and were built
on m<4s\

9
ssy knolls on the ground. (XV. Raine)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Fifteen ; five taken at Indian Head, Assa., in April, 1892, and 
September, 1891 ; four at Medicine Hat, Assa.vin April, 1894 ; 
four at Revelstoke, B.C., in April, 1890, and tXVo at Penticton. 
B.C., April 9th, 1903 ; all by Mr. Spreadborod^h.
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560. Chipping Sparrow.
Spizella socialis (Wils.) Bonap. 1838. f

A common summer migrant in Newfoundland. (Reeks.) Com­
mon summer resident in Nova Scotia. (Downs.) Common at Syd­
ney, Cape Breton Island. (C. R. Harte.) Very common from 

‘ May to September at Wolfville, King’s Co., N.S. (H. Tufts.) Com­
mon at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape Breton Island, N.S., July, 
1898 ; quite common at Brackley Point, Prince Edward Island, 
June, 1888. (Macoun.) Not a common species and only occasion­
ally observed on Prince Edward Island. (Dwight.) A common 
summer resident in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) Common 
summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (IV. H. Moore.) 
Rare in the Restigouche valley ; only seen in the neighbourhood 
of Campbellton, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.) Seen only at Gaspé, 
Quebec, where it was common. (Brewster.) Common in eastern 
Quebec, in summer. (Dionne) An abundant summer resident at 
Montreal. Breeds in the city and in Mount Royal park. I have 
found their nests with eggs from May 21st to July 22nd, and have 
observed this sociable little bird here from April 23rd to Septem­
ber 28th. (Wintle.)

A commoi^summer resident in and around Ottawa ; breeds in 
the city. (Ottafoa Naturalist, Vol. V.) Very common everywhere 
in Ontario. (Rev. C.J. Young) A common summer resident in 
Parry Sound and Muskoka districts ; usually* breeding about the 
settlements. (J. H. Fleming) Abundant summer resident at 
Guelph, Ont. ; arrives about April 20th and leases about October 
20th. (A. B. Klugh) A pair bred near the buTklings at Câche 
Lake, Algonquin Park, Ont., June, 1900. (Spreadborough.) A breed­
ing summer resident at Penetanguishene, Ont. (A.F.Young) Much 
less common in the city' of London, Ont., than it was 20 years 
ago ; but still fairly common over the whole country. (IV. E. 
Saunders.) One observed at God Lake, Moose River, May 30th, 
1896 ; common at Moose Factory, June 9th ; none seen further 
north. (Spreadborough.) A few chipping sparrows were seen 
about the post at Norway House, one of which was collected. We 
also met with them abolit the buildings at Oxford House and saw 
one or two on an kland/in Knee Lake, July, 5th, 1900 ; none seen 
further north. [Prêbtts)

Specimens of this very common and familiar species were taken 
in the Rocky Mountains, and it was observed at other points

(rx
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where none were secured. (Coues.) This species is quite rare in* 
Manitoba. The earliest record I have is April 10th, 1882, but this 
was the only one seen at the time, and it was -fujly two weeks be­
fore others appeared. I found one nest in a little spruce tree, but 

. was too late as the oiAls had flown. The nest is almost invariably 
-lined with horse hair, whence the other common name “ hair 
bird.” (Thompson-Seton.) Very abundapt both at Grand Rapids 

, «ançl Chemawawin, North Saskatchewan River, at the latter place 
they' were feeding largely on the seeds of aquatic plants on the 
margin of the slough east of the village. (Nutting.) Not com­

mon at Indian Head, Àssa., in the spring of 1892 ; first seen at 
Medicine Hat, Assa., May 9th, 1894, after that they became iom- 
mon, but decreased in numbers towards the end of the month ; 
in 1895 none were seen until we reached Milk River late in July; 
they were in profusion at Pend d’Orielle, at Castellated Rocks, 
St. Mary’s River and Waterton Lake, foothills of Rocky Moun­
tains ; a very common resident , at Edmonton and southward in 
foothills to Crow’s Nest Pass; saw one individual at the crossing 
of McLeod River, June 19th, 1898; common at Jasper Lake, Yel- 
lowhead Pass, July 2nd ; common » from Lesser Slave Lake 
to Peace River Landing, Atha., Lat. 56° 15V in June, 1903. 
(Spreadborough.) Abundant along the trail betweefy Edmonton 
and Athabasca Landing,but rather rare on the Athabasca; common 
up the Clearwater River and between Methye Portage and Isle à la 
Crosse. (/. M. Macoun.) Not uncommon but much less abund­
ant than the tree sparrow around Prince Albert, Sask.; breeding 
in the region. (Coubeaux.) North to Fort Simpson on the Mac­
kenzie River ; abundant. (Ross.) Sevetal specimens of this spar­
row were obtained from Fort Yukon in June, 1876. (Turner.) I 
would refer all British Columbia specimens collected by myself 
and Mr. Streator, including those from the coast, to socialis with 
the exception possibly of six skins collected at Ashcroft. (Rhoads.) 
Common at Donald on the Columbia River, B.C.,May 20th, 1894. 
(£. F. G. White.)

g
 ding Notes.—Nesting in low trees and shrubs ; quite 
1 around Ottawa.\ Nest composed of fine dried grass 
ith hair. Eggs, four or five. \ Bluish, speckled with 
-brown and purple. (G.R. White.)\ With us from last of 
April to October. The nests are built id apple trees or small 
spruces, and made of grasses lined with h^ir. The eggs number

l
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from three to five. One summer some nests were found to have 
their eggs broken in them. It was some time before I could find 
out the cause. At last one incoming, when sitting in view of a 
nest on an apple tree, a fine male of this species was seen to 
deliberately pick a hole in the shell of an egg and drink its con­
tents. I then surmised that it was this bird that was doing all 
on the mischief. (IV. H. Moore) This species nests in bushes or 
on the middle branches of large trees at Ottawa. The nest is 
composed of rootlets and lined with hairs. (Garneau.)

00 MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven ; two taken at Ottawa in September, 1891, by Mr. F. A. 
Saunders; one at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun; one at 
London, Ont., by Mr. W. E. Saunders, May 4th, 1885; three taken 
at Medicine Hat, Assa., in May, 1894, by Mr. Spreadborough.

Two sets of four eggs each, taken at Ottawa on May 31st and 
24th, 1899, by Mr. A. L. Garneau.

560a. Western Chipping Sparrow.

Spize/fh socialis arizome Coues. 1872.
Regular summer visitor in British Columbia. (Lord.) Found 

only in the interior, where it breeds abundantly. (Streator.) An 
abundant summer resident east and west of the Coast Range; 
breeds in the neighborhood of Victoria. (Fannin.) Common 
summer resident at Chilliwack. (Brooks.) Six skins taken at 
Ashcroft, B.C., are considered intermediate between this and the 
eastern form. (Rhoads.) This species found to be common at 
Banff and breeding in the summçj of 1891 ; not uncommon at 
Revelstoke and in Eagle Pass in May, 1890; further down the 
Columbia River at Deer Park and Robson it was qujkr-common 
and seemed to increase to the south; quite common at Kamloops 
and Spence’s Bridge in 1889 r observed several individuals at 
Chilliwack, B.C., in the spring of 1901; a few seen at Penticton in 
April, 1903; first seen at Victoria", Vancouver Island, April 26th, 
1893, quite common by May 9th ; an abundant summer resident 
at Victoria, Nanaimo and Co|nox. (Spreadborough.)

/ J Breeding Notes.—Common summer resident near the Inter- 
//national Boundary at TVail, B.C. ; found a nest and three eggs 
* June 5th, 1902, in a small bush about 18 inches from the ground,
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made of dried grass and lined with hair. f(£preadborough.) We 
found this species daily from Log Cabin xm the White Pass to 
Dawson on the Yukon, Lat. 64° 15', between June 15th and August 
1st, 1899. We found a nest with four eggs at Lake Bennett,-June 
24th. Large young in a nest on Tagish Lake, June 30th. Young 
able to fly met with at Marsh Lake, July 5th, and a set of 
three eggs on Thirty-mile River, July 18th. The nests were in 
small spruces, one, four inches, the other three feet from the 
ground. Gambel’s sparrow, slate-coloured jûnco and this species 
are, in point of numbers, the commonest sparrows on the Yukon 
River. (Bishop.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seventeen ; one taken at Canmore, Alta., May 25th, 1891 ; one at 
Revelstoke, B.C., May 7th, 1890; one at Jbter Park, Columbia 
River, B.C., June 6th, 1890; six at Trail,/near the international 
Boundary, B.C., in, May, 1902; one at Spence’s Bfltlge, B.C., 
May 29th, 1889; rtêe at Agassiz, B.C., MayVh, 1889, one at Hast­
ings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., April 23rd, 1889; four at Victoria, Van­
couver Island, in May, 1893, anc* one at Penticton, B.C., April, 
1903, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

561. Clay-Coloured Sparrow. ‘
Spizella pallida (Swains.) Bonap. 1838.

On May 9th, 1894, while hunting in a field of small shrubs about 
15 milqs west of London, Ont., I saw a small sparrow sitting on 
the top\wig of a shrub, after the manner of the field sparrow and 
saw him give a note whose author I was looking for. It proved 
to be a Spizella pallida, the first recorded, I believe, in our prov­
ince, though they may yet be found inhabiting the northwestern 
extremity, next to Manitoba. (IV. E. Shunders.) The western 
meadow lark, Brewer’s blackbird and the present species were the 
chief birds I observed at Pembina to indicate an avi-fauna in any 
wise different from that of the eastern province at large, and two 
of these cannot be considered very strong marks since theyboth 
occur some distance further eastward. (Coues.) Very abundant 
summdr resident in Manitoba on scrubby prairies and half v>pen 
lowlands. This small sparrow arrives in flocks about the 12th 
May. Its small size and pale-ashy hue will generally identify it 
as it rambles over the scrubby part of the prairie. (Thompson-
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Seton.) This spefies was first seen at Indian Head, Assa., on 
May 20th, 1892. In a few days after they wçje quite common, 
and on June 7th X found a nest in a low bush lined with dried 
grass and hotse hair. This species is found everywhere on the 
prairie wherever there is brush from Manitoba to the foothills of 
the Rocky Mountains. It nests chiefly in rose bushes, but I have 
found them on the ground at Frenchman’s River, under sage 
brush {Artemisia cana). Nests were found at Spur Creek in the 
sage brush as late as July 7th with fresh eggs. Common at 
Canmore in the Bow valley, but scarce at Banff in th«f Rocky 
Mountains in June, 1891. First seen at Edmonton, Alta., May 
31st; found a number of nests, all on the ground at the foots of 
a little clump of willows; none of th% nests were more* than four 
inches above the ground, and were made of dried graSs lined 
with horse hair ; eggs from two to five in a set; common in the 
foothills, 40 miles southwest of Calgary; common in all the open 
country from Lesser Slave Lake to Peace River Landing, Lat. 
56° 15' in June, 1903; comrqpa from Edmonton to Pembina River 
in June, 1898. {Spreadborough.) Three specimens secured at 
Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan. {Nutting.) Commonly seen 
in company with the tree sparrow and probably breeding around 
Prince Albert, Sask. {Coubeaux.X This species frequented the 
farm-yard at Carlton House on)the Saskatchewan, and was as 
sociable as the English house sparrow. {Richardson.) North of 
Fort Resolution on Great Slave lyake^ {Ross.)

Breeding Notes.—Upon my arrival, the 1st of June,thebuntings 
were all paired,the males were in full song, nidification was mostly 
finished, and.thé eggs were .about to be laid. The first specimen 
procured, June 2nd, contained a fully formed egg. A nest 
June 5th was scarcely completed. The first complemeht of eggs 
xvas taken Junellth; it numbered four. I think the eggs are 
mostly laid by tne e’nd of the second week in June. The nest is 
placed in bushes, generally within a few iriches of the ground ; 
it resembles that of the chipbird, though it is not so neatly and 
artistically finished, and often lacks the horse-hair lining, which is 
so constant and conspicuous a feature of the latter ; in si*e it 
averages about three inches across outside by two in depth, Kith 
a cavity two inches wide and one and a half inches deep ; Tne 
structure is of fine grasses and slender weed-stalks,with or without 

6



M
M

ÉM
Ü

496 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA.

X

some fine rootlets, sometimes lined with hair, like the chippy’s, 
sometimes yith very fine grass tops ; it is placed in a crotch of 
the bush or in a tuft of weeds ; the copses of scrubby willows I 

rfound to be favorite nesting places, though any of the shrubbery 
along the river bank seemed to answer ; on those occasions when 
I approached a nest containing eggs, the female fluttered silently 
and furtively away, without venturing a protest; the eggs I found 
in one case to be deposited daily till the complement was filled ; 
they measure 0 62 in length by o 50 in breadth on an average ; 
the ground-colour is light dull green, sparsely but distinctly 
speckled with some rich and other darker shades of brown, these 
markings being chiefly confined to the larger end, or wreathed 
about it, though there are often a few specks here and there over 
the rest of the surface; from the earliness of the first sets of eggs, 
I suppose that two broods may be reared each season. (Coves.) 
The spot chosen for their home is mostly in a low bush, not more 
than a foot from the ground ; a^exception to this rule I have 
noted five nests on the ground ,-^tone or two at a height of three 
feet; it is a very slight structure, a good deal like that of a chip­
ping sparrow, but composed entirely of grass ; when compared 
with other tree nests it is conspicuously flimsy and light-coloured, 
the latter effect being due to the absence of the black fibrous 
roots so commonly used as lining; the eggs are among the most 
beautiful of any produced by the sparrows; when first the discoverer 
draws aside the bush and exposes the nest with its complement, 
his feelings areas of finding an exquisitecasket of jewels ; although 
this is one of the most common of our sparrows, and although on 
the scrubby plain between the Duck Mountain and the Assiniboine 
in early June, I could have found as many as four or five nests in 
an hour’s walk, the treasure-trove feeling in connection with the 
eggs continues m*iull force. I infer from the above and other 
observations that the shattuck bunting breeds twice, if not three 
times each season with us; it leaves the “ big plain ” about the end 
of September. (Thompson-Seton.) Builds in rose bushes, snow- 
berry and wolf-willows generally from one to two feet from the 
ground ; in size it is about three inches in diameter, but the cavity 
is less than two inches across. The nest is built of the stems of 
finer grasses and quite an open structure lined inside with coarse 
dark horse-hair, other nests were lined with white hair; in June. 
1896, two nests were taken at Sewell, Manitoba, each contained

x
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four eggs and were built in bushes of dwarf birch, Betula glandu- 
losa. {Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nineteen; one taken at Carberry, Manitoba, July 4th, 1892, by 
E. Thompson-Seton; three taken at Indian Head, Assa., in Sep­
tember,1891, two at Old Wives’ Creek, Assa., in May, 1895, two at 
Medicine Hat, Assa, in May, 1894, three at Edmonton, Alta., 
May, 1897, two at Peace River Landing, Atha., June, 1903, and 
six at Canmore, Alta., in May, 1891.

Five sets of eggs; two sets of four each, taken at Edmonton, 
Alta., May 31st and June 1st, 1897, one of four taken at Medicine 
Hat,, Assa., June 1st, 1894, one of three taken at Trail, B.C., June 
6th, 1902, all by Mr. Spreadborough; one set of four taken at 
Grenfell, Manitoba by Mr. Richard Lake in June, 1894.

562. Brewer’s Sparrow.
Spizella breweri Cass. 1856.

Eastern slope of Coast Range and Rocky Mountain district; 
also on the Similkameen River,B.C. {Fannin) One specimen taken 
in the pine woods above Ashcroft, B.C. {Rhoads.) Two males 
taken at 158-Mile House, Cariboo District, B.C., July 3rd, 1901. 
{Brooks.)

563. Field Sparrow^
„ -x Spizella pusilln (Wils.) Bonap. 1838. .

An uncommon summer resident in Nova Scotia. {Downs) 
Several specimens seen October 4th, 1902, on Sable Island, N S. 
{James Bouteillier.) A few specimens seen June 8th, 1902, at 
Sydney, Cape Breton Island. {C. R. Harte.) A pair in breeding 

^yplumage was taken on Entry Island, Magdalen Islands, Gulf of 
St Lawrence, July 8th, 1887. {Bishop) Of doubtful occurrence in 
eastern Quebec. {Dionne.) A scarce summer resident at Montreal. 
I have not secured a specimen as yet, but I believe I have come 
across them on various occasions. {Wintle)

In each of the years 1888, 1889 and 1890 at least one individual 
of this species has been observed several times through the sum­
mer. {Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) Not common in eastern

* 6y2 ' . . /
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Ontario. (Rev. C. J. Young) Mr. Kay took one specimen at 
Port Sydney, Muskoka district in the summer of 1890: (/. H. 
Fleming.) I have found this bird fairly plentiful in suitable 
places around Toronto; and have met with it as early as April 
12th. Took two on April 22nd, 1899. They usually haunt waste 
ground in which occasional clusters of bushes are found. I know 
of one spot of waste ground interspersed with small patches of 
witch hazel and scrub oak, which is never without a few repre­
sentatives of this pretty little sparrow. Breeds here. Can easily 
be identified at a considerable distance by its cinnamon-tipped 
beak. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) Locally distributed, but generally 
common near London, Ont. Easily found by its song, but not 
conspicuous otherwise. It nests both on the ground and in small 
shrubs one to four feet from the ground. In my^trips to the 
Bruce Peninsula have seen but few of these birds. While at 
Kazabazua, 40 miles north of Ottawa, it has been fairly common 
at every’visit. Arrives at London about April 20th and departs 
about October 2nd. (IV. E. Saunders.)

•

Very rare summer resident, Red River settlement; breeding, 
(D. Gunn.) Winnipeg; summer resident ; tolerably common. 
(Hine.) Have seen it west of Winnipeg. (R. H. Hunter.) Qu’- 
Appelle; common summer resident; breeds; arrives about April 
15th. (Guernsey.) All the above references are taken from Thomp- 
son-Seton's “ Birds of Manitoba ” and it may be noted that none • 
are his own observations. My opinion from many years’ obser­
vation and correlation of other statements is that nearly all,if not 
all the above référé, ces are erroneous, and that they apply to the 
clay-coloured sparrow (Spizella pallida) which we know is abund­
ant, at least in western Manitoba. The latter, though abundant, 
was not recorded by Guernsey, R. H. Hunter, nor Mr. Hine so 
that in these three cases I am quite sure that the identification is 
wrong, I doubt very much the occurrence of this bird at Win­
nipeg. (Macoun.) '

Breeding Notes.—I have found the nest several times by the 
roadside in a small bush. It appears to be a late breeder as the 
nests Iipund had fresh eggs in them in July. If closely observed 
this bird is unmistakable, being easily recognized by its waxen- 
coloured bill. (Rev. C.J. Young.)
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Two; one taken at Port Stanley, Ont., August 12th, 1890, and 
one taken at London, Ont., April 18th, 1892, both by Mr. W. E. 
Saunders. ' r

One set of four eggs taken at Toronto by Mr. W. Raine, May 
10th, 1894; another set of four taken near Toronto by Mr. G. 
Dippie, May 20th, 1893.

CC1V. JUNCO Wagler. 1831.

J>67. Slate-coloured Junco.
k

Junco hycmalis (Linn.) Scl. 1857.
Not observed in the Ungava district of Labrador; but common 

in the eastern and southern portions. Breeds at Davis Inlet and 
Rigojet. {Packard.) Observed one individual on Moose River, June 
7th, 1896; one on James Bay, June 18th; found a pair breeding 
at Fort George; only seen twice in crossing Ungava from 
Richmond Gulf to Fort Chimo. {Spreadborough.) Locally com­
mon as far as the tree fine in northeastern Labrador, particularly 
at Aillik. . {Bigelow.) Two specimens token at Northwest River, 
Labrador,) July 28th, 1891. {Norton.) A summer migrant and 
tolerably common in Newfoundland. {Keeks.) A few individuals 
seen alonguhe Hjfimber River, Newfoundland, 1899. {Louis H. 
Porter.) A few (specimens were seen on Sable Island, N.S., in 
April and one \d June, but on October 4th and 23rd, 1902, they 
wertyquite numerous. {James Bouteillier.)

Very common throughout Nova Scotia: breeds everywhere. 
{Doivns.) Seen several times during the wintel at Parrsboro, 
Cumberland Co., N.S.; migrants arrived at SmEee on March 
18th, and in a few days were abundant. {Morrell.) «Quite common 
on Cape Breton Island, N.S., July and August, l8ç», nests taken 
on Smoky Mountain, August 1st, and at Margate, July 16th ; 
common along Rustico Bay, Prince Edward Island, June 29th, 
1888. (Macoun.) Very abundant at Sydney, Cape Breton 
Island. {C.R.Hartc.) Very common from March to November 
at Wolfville, Kings Co., N.S. {H. Tujts.) Next to the Savanna 
sparrow this is probably the most abundant bird on Prince 
Edward Island. It is found everywhere—in door yards, in open 
fields, fern-clothed clearings, even deep woods. Its nest is on
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the ground, preferably under something—the bottoms, rail of a 
fence or a hole in some grassy bank. Young were just beginning 
to fly June 23rd anld a week later nests with fresh eggs indicated 
a second laying. (Dwight.) Very common summer resident in 
New Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) An abundant summer resident 
at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (IV. H. Moore.) Very common 
in the Restigouche valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.) Breeds, but 
is irregularly distributed on the Magdalen Islands. (Bishop.) Of 
general and uniform distribution on the shores and islands of the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence. (Brewster.) Abundant in summer at Lake 
Mistassini, northern Quebec. (/. M. Macoun.) Taken at Beau- 
port; common summer resident in eastern Quebec. (Dionne.) An 
abundant summer resident at Montreal. Breeds in Mount Royal 
pÀrk. I have found their nests, with eggs, from May 17th to 
June 19th, and have observed them here from March 29th to 
October 25th; ^nd on one occasion 1 saw two here—Dec. 24th, 
1882. (WintU.')

A common summer and autumn migrant. A few remain to 
breed around Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) I notice 
that this bird is a com moil spring and autumn migrant in eastern 
Ontario. Numbers of them arrive in the latter part of Septemb r 
and are met with commonly in clearings and stubble fields during 
October. In the spring they re-appear early in April and con-, 
tinue through the month. A few breed in the county of Renfrew, 
and I have met with (he nest in June. I have not noticed that 
it breeds along the St. Lawrence, though I have watched for it in 
suitable localities. It breeds sparingly on the Magdalen Islands 
as well as at Pictou, Nova Scotia. (Rev. C.J. Young.) A common 
breeding summer resident in the Parry Sound and Muskoka dis­
tricts; very fond of nesting near old bush roads. (J. H. Fleming.) 
A few remain around Toronto every winter. (J. Hughcs-Samucl.) 
Abundant everywhere afong the Parry Sound Railway within the 
Algonquin Park, Ont.; young ones were able to fly by June 19th. 
1900 ; nests were found on the ground near logs and another 
beneath a tuft of grass on July 15th, 1900. (Spreadborough.) Lon­
don seems to be nearly the southern limit of this species; here it 
is rare in summer, but at Bryanston, 15 miles northeast it is fairly 
common in the same class of woods; and in north Bruce it is 
quite common. There have been two or three seasoj^in the last 
twenty years when it has been noted regularly, throughout the
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summer, but as a rule it is only found in large cedar swamps and 
even then in small numbers. Although nesting usually on the 
ground one nest was found.here 10 feet above the ground in a 
thicket of vines against a brick wall and contained five eggs, an 
unusually large set. Nests on the ground are almost invariably 
made on sloping ground and the nest placed well back in an ex­
cavation. (IV. E. Saunders.) Abundant during migrations at 
Guelph, dflt., especially in spring, common in winter and scarce 
in summer. (A. B. Klugh.) A common and breeding summer 
resident at Penetanguishene, Ont. (A. F. Young.)
"A specimen was taken June 20th at Norway Houle, where the 

species was common ; another was secured July 3rd, one of a 
number seen in the spruce and tamarack woods about Oxford 
House, and the species was again observed while we were ascend­
ing Steel River, September 1st. (Prebles.) Fort Churchill, Hud­
son Ray. (Clarke.) The snowbird appeared along the Mouse 
(Souris) River about th^^iiddle of September in troops as usual 
and at once become abundant. These specimens were pure 
hyemalis. (Coucs.) An abundant migrant in Manitoba, frequent­
ing thickets and hillsides. A few may breed in the northern part 
of the province. (T/iompson-Seton.) This species was first seen 
April 4th,1892, at Indian Head, Assa.,and disappeared by the 15th 
May, none seemed to breed here; first seen at Medicine Hat, 
Assa., on April 10th, 1894, and later in the month a few more ; 
a common sperfes at Edmonton and south in the foothills to 
Crows’ Nest Pass; abundant from mouth of Lesser Slave River to 
Peace River Landing, Lat. 56°, 15', June, 1903; common from Ed­
monton to Yellowhead Pass,Rocky Mountains,June, 1898. (Spread- 
borough.) Abundant at Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan where it 
was breeding; nests in thick bushes along the river bank opposite 
the fort. (Nutting.) Very abundant migrant at Prince Albert,Sask., 
in spring and fall but never seen in suipmer. (Coubeaux.) First 
noticed May 9th, 1888, at Red Deer RiveFnorth of Calgary; com­
mon from that point to Edmonton and Athabasca Landing and 
up to Little Slave River; rare down the Athabasca River to Fort 
McMurray; not seen at all on the Clearwater River until Methye 
Portage was reached; very common on the portage and from there 
t<*Isle à la Crosse. (/. M. Macoun.) Rare straggler at Chilliwack; 
have taken it twice. (Brooks.) This bird ^is merely a summer 
resident of the Northwest Territories and is'not common nor was

X
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it seen by us beyohd^at. 570. (Richardson.) North to Fort Good 
Hope on the Mackenzie .River. (Ross.) This species breeds in 
the forest and to the border of the “ barrens ” where several birds, 
nests and eggs, were secured; the nests were always on the ground 
and made with fine hay lined with deer hair. (Mac/arlane.)

This is one of the rarest sparrows visiting Behring Sea ; it is, 
however, much more numerous in the interior and is found along 
the entire course of the Yukon at the mouth of which it breeds ; 
it extends its summer range along the Norton Sound shore of 
Behring Sea and the coast of the Arctic about Kotzebue Sound, 
yet there is no record of it having been taken on the coast of 
southeastern Alaska, nor does it occur on any of the islands of 
Behring Sea. (Nelson.) This species is rarely common at St. 
Michael; it is seen only in May and November. (Fumer.) This is 
a straggler at Point Barrow, only one specimen being taken on 
May 24th, 1883, which was a male. (Murdoch) At the time of 
our arrival at our winter camp on the Kowak, and up to the 9th 
September, juncos were seen nearly every day, though not more 
than five at a time ; they were always met with in the deep spruce' 
woods; the last were seen on the 12th September; in the following 
spring they were noted on the 23rd May ; they were never 
numerous, two pairs being the most that were seen in half a day’s 
hunt ; this species was not noted further down the Kowak than 
near the mouth of the Squirrel River, where a pair was seen on 
June 8th. (Grinnell.) Common at Hope on Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, 
in August, 1900. (Osgood.) Five specimens were taken‘On the 
Kenai mountains and at Homer, Alaska, in August and 
September, 1901 ; the breeding ground of this ^junco was in 
extensive alder patches just above timber line ; they were quite 
common and were found in all such localities visited. (Chapman) 
From Log Cabin on the White Pass, to Circle City in Alaska, 
this bird occurs everywhere. The slate-coloured sparrow, Gam- 
bel’s sparrow and the western chipping sparrow were most 
common about heaps of brush left by lumbermen, weed-grown 
clearings resulting from forest fires and cabins of the towns. 
Every nest was sunk in ttye ground to the rim in an open place 
under a weed or tussock of grass. One contained a few dark 
hairs besides the usual fine grass lining. (Bishop)

Breeding Notes.—The nesting season of this species in New 
Brunswick is May and June. From three to five eggs are laid in
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a well-concealed nest placed on the ground, under the protection » 
of a rock, sod, root or log The nest is composed of grass stems 
lined with hair. One nest was found made entirely of hair taken 
from a piece of cariboo skin. (W. H. Moore.) One nest found on 
Chelsea Mountain, nine miles from OttSwa, on May 12th, 1903, 
and another taken on Montreal Mountain on June 3rd, 1903, were 
in holes in the ground1; each nest was made of grass and hair and 
each contained four eggs, and measured 4x2 and 2 50 x rgo 
inches. (Gameau.) Not a common summer resident at Ottawa. 
Nest in a low bush or on the ground, composed 6i strips of bark> 
rootlets and hairs, lined with moss and hair; eggs 4 or 5, greenish- 
white, spotted and blotched with reddish-bpdwn. (6. R. White.)

» MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Sixteen; three taken 1Sft Ottawa, April, 1888, by Prof. Macoun; 
two at Toronto in 1890, by Mr. S. Herring; two at Ottawa, in 
April and September, 1891, by Mr. F. A. Saunders; one at 
London, Ont.; April 12th, 1886, by Mr. W. E. Saunders; four at 
Indian Head, Assa., April, 1892, and three at Edmonton, Alta., 
April, 1897, by Mr. Spreadborough.

One set of three eggs takçn at Ottawa, May, 1894.

567a. Oregon Junco.
Junco oregonus (Towns.) Ridgw. 1901.

An abundant resident west of the . Coast Range. (Fannin.) 
Abundant resident at Chilliwack, B.C. (Brooks) Very abun­
dant in the Fraser valley below Yale in May, 1889; common 
during the whole summer at Chilliwack and at Huntington, B.C., 
on the International Boundary. An abundant summer resident 
at Victoria, Vancouver Island; nesting by April 9th, 1893. 
Doubtless common over the whole island as it was seen at Sooke, 
Comox and Nanaimo. (Spreadborough) The occurrence ofj this 
bird in Alaska was first made known by the capture of elgfil~~ 
specimens at Sitka by Bischoff ; it was afterwards taken by Bean 
at Sitka. (Nelson.) A single specimen of this bird was obtained 
at Unalaska Island April 8th, 1879, wljere it was shot by a native. 
(Turner.) Numerous in open bush/places at Sitka, Alaska. This 
junco was one of the commonest land birds there. (Grinne/l.\. 
Not common on Queen Charlotte Islandsx It wa* very seldom
seen near the coast and but few were noticed on/he mountains.
. * . . I
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(Osgood.)' Tolerably common at Skagway and more so at Haines 
/Mission. At Skagway I took a female and four fresh eggs, May 
31st. The nest of dried grass, lined with short, white hairs, was 
sunk in the ground and concealed by dead weeds under a birch 

,only about 30 feet above the watej«ef Lynn-Canal. (Bishop.) »
Mr. Rhoads, after discussing the differences between this form 

and the next, says :—“ I think it safèOto sSy that hjrds indistin­
guishable from oregonus breed on the better waterèd mountains' 
of the interior of British Columbia., The only approach to 
shu/eldti is found «in birds from the most arid lowlands and 
most eastern Rockies, but their differences are too slight and 
.fortuitous to warrahta" distinction." - *,
mi v

-7 iMUSEUM SPECIMENS.6 -
• ‘ A .

Eight; two taken at Btirrard Inlet, B.C.,,in April, 1889; fobr at 
Huntington, B.C., in September,-1901; two at Victoria# Vancouver 
•Island, in May, 1893; all by Mr. Spreadbçrough.

■ One set of .five eggs taken near Victoria, Vt4,, May, 1890, by 
Rev. G. Taylor. * 11 "

5676. Shufeldt’s Junco. • -
Junco oreganus shufeldti (Coale) Ridgw. 1901.

In company with two kyemalis at Edmonton, Alta.,in May, 1897, 
and in the Rocky Mountains south of Yellowhead Pass, in July, 
1898 ; apparently accidental in the RoctcjTMountains, one taken 
ajrCanmore near Banff in May, iSgiÿvery common and breeding 
in the Columbia River valley from Revelstoke to-the Interna­
tional Boundary where a large series of birds was taken in 1890 
and 1902. r Common from the Columbia to Vancouver Island. 
West of the Coast Range it becomes mixed with the Oregon junco 
and evidently breeds ; very abundant at Penticton, south of 
Okanagan, B.C., in April, 1903. (Sprtadborough.) The junco 
breeding in the plateau region between the Coast Range and the 
Rockies and migrating south in winter, is evidently separable 
from the coast form. Specimens referred here were collected at 
Ashcroft in June and July, 1889; taken also by Mr. Macfarlane at 
Stewart’s Lake with its nests and five eggs. (Streator.) Abundant 
at Lake Okanagan, B.C., in winter». (Brooks.) A female was taken 
aj Glacier in the White Pass, June 7th 1899 and another at White

/
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Pass City, June 9th; Others were taken and heard next day both 
at Glacier and White Pass City. (Bishop.)

Breeding Notes.—On May 31st* 1902, found "two nests near 
Trail, B.C.; one with four eggs the éther with two; incubation was 
far advanced. Nests constructed of weeds and grass, lined with 
hair. nests were in a bank overhung wfth grass ; another
was found on May 25th in the bank of an old prospect hole with 
four fresh eggs. ;.(Spreadborough.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
• i • ' *: \ ’ ‘

•Twenty-nine ; two taken at Edmonton, Alta., in May, 1897; one 
at Canmore, Alta., May 29th, 1891 ; five at Revelstoke, B.C., in May, 
1890; two at Deer Park, B.C., June, 1890; five at Trail, B.C., June, 
1902; one at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., June 3rd, 1889; five at Pentic­
ton, B.C., in April, 1903; one at Agassiz, B.C., May 21st, i88gf one 
at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, Apr^l 17th, 1889; ^hree at Chilliwack, 
B.Q., June, 1901; oNç at Huntington, B.C., September, 24th, 1901, 
and two at Victoria, Vancouver Island, May, 1893; one set of four 
eggs taken at Trail, B.C , May 25th, 1902. All the above taken 
by Mr. Spreadborough. ' * *■

567 1. Montana Junco.
1 ; ' , .

Junco montanus Ridgway. 1898.
lis form accomp^hies hyemalis in the migration at Carberry, 

Manitoba. (Thompson-Selon.). Mr. Thompson-Seton refers this 
bird to1 shu/eldti, but having taken montanus at Medicine Hat in 
1894, apd found them breeding in June on the east end of the 
Cypress Hills about 100 miles southeast of that point, we place his 
reference under that species. (Macoun.) Quite common at Banff, 
Rocky Mountains in the summer of 1891 ; nests were takjn on 
Tunnel Mountain. They were always placed on the ground 

.beneath a bush or on a slope. Breeds twice in a season at Banff. 
(Spreadborough.) y

Breeding Notes.— I have the nest and eggs of this bird that 
were collected on Tunnel Mountain, at Banff, June 25th, 1893. 
Nest, on the ground amongst loose stones, composed of dried 
grass stems lined with hair. (IV. Raine.)

;
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/-

J. MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

r

Two ; one taken at Medicine Hat, Assa., April 23rd, 1894, and 
one-at Banff, Rock/' Mountains, May 16th, ' 1891, both by Mr. 
Spreadborough. * - x

CCV. MELOSPlzA Baird. 1858.
‘ » * 4 *• ' *

681. Song Sparrow.
Melospiza cinerea melodia (Wilson) Ridgw. 1901. *

"* Very «unmon in Nova Scotia; a few remain all winter. {Downs.) 
A common species at (Sydney, Cape Breton Island, arriving in 
March. (C. R. Hatte.) ^Common throughout the year at Wolf- 
ville, King’s Co., N.S. {H. Tufts.) Qne seen at Partridge Island 
pier, near Parrsboro, Cumberland Go., N.S., February 12th and 

' and following days. Migrants reachecfcShulee March 22nd, becom­
ing common at once. {Morrell.) Quite common at Baddeck and 
Margaree, Cape Breton Island. N.S., July, 1898; breeding in large 
numbers at Brackley Point and other places on Prince Edward 
Island, July, 1888. {Macoun.) Very abundant and generally dis­
tributed on Prince Edward Island. Mr. Bain states that some 
winter on the island. {Dwifrlttf A common resident in New 
Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) An "abundant summer resident at 
Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. {IV. H. Moore f Common in the 
Restigouche valley, N.B. {Brittain & Cox.) Common at La\e 
Mistassini, northern Quebec. (/. M. Macoun.) 'A rather common 
summer resident on the Magdalen Islands. {Bishop.) Abundant 
along the shores of the-Gut of Canso and a few at Gaspé, Que. 
{Brewster.) Cotritnon summer resident in Quebec. {Dionm.) 
An abundant summer resident in the district of Montreal. Breeds 
ih the city and in Mount Royal park. I have found their nests 
with eggs from May 8th to July 28th, and observed them from 
Ma/ch 24th to October 24th. {Wintlef

An abundant summer resident around Ottawa, breeding on 
banks and under bushes. {Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) Common 
everywhere in Ontario, occasionally commencing to breed in 
the latter part of April, and continuing to do so through the 
spring and summer as late as the middle of July. This year 
(1901) they came on the 25th March and were then in full song. 
I have found the nest on the ground often in a bush, and occa-
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sionally four feet up. (Rev. C.JgAfoung.) Breeds abundantly in 
the'“‘Parry Sound and Muskoka districts W Ontario. (/. H. 
Fleming.) Abundant everywhere along the streams and shores of 
lakes, in' Algonquin Park, Ont. (Spreadborough.) This general 
favoufite may frequently be heard breaking into full song at mid­
night during the lovely nights in May, often being answered by 
birds roosting in nearby trees or bushes. On two different 
occasions I have found a nest of this species built in an 
old tomato tin. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) Everywhere abundant in 
southwestern Ontario. Occasionally one remains through the 
winter. (W. E.Saunder&)AThis is an abundant summer resident 
and one which seeks the society of man, being found wherever 
human habitations hav^been raised within its range. (Mcll- 
■wraith.) Abundant summer resident at Guelph, Ont. Arrives - 
about March 12th and leaves about November 1st. (A.B. Klugh.)
A common and breeding summer resident at Penetanguishene, 
Ont. (A. F. Young.) Common in the willow thickets along the 
Moose River to James Bay, at Moose Factory ; none observed 
farther north. (Spreadborough.) 1

Common at NorwSy House, and in the shrubbery about the 
clearing at Oxford House, and a number observed about Knee 
Lake, July 5th. Not noted between Knee Lake and York Factory 
on our downward trip though we found the species rather comrrion 
on Hill River as we ascended it early in September. (£. A. Prebits.) 
One taken at Norway House, foot of Lake Winnipeg. (Dr. R. 
Bell.) First noticed near Prince Albert on the Saskatchewan in 
company with other species in the spring migrations of 1899. 
Probably not ‘uncommon but an irregular visitant. (Coubeaux.) 
The most abundant sparrow both at Grand Rapids and Chema- 
wawin, Saskatchewan River, where the shrubbery was* thick. 
(Nutting.) Quite common oirClearwater River, Lat. 56° 30*; very 
common on Methye Lake to the exclusion of other birds ; com­
mon in places south to Isle à la Crosse. (J. M. Macoun.)

Only one specimen of this species taken by me on the'49th 
parallel. This was on Turtle Mountain. (Coues.) A common 
summer resident in Manitoba, chiefly along the water courses and 
northward, but always preferring the neighbourhood of watfcr. 
(Thompson-Seton.\ First individual seen at Indian Head, Assa., 
April 30th, 1892; they were common by the 20th, and bred in 
considerable numbers; one male was seen at Medicine Hat, Assa.,
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April 30thV 1894; quite common in scrub along the river aqd 
creeks by May 5th; a few found breeding at Crane Lake, but 
especially alokg Skull Creek; in jpp Cypress Hills, at the last of 
June; they were quite common along the willow thickets bordering 
the small creeks forming Swift Current Creek. This species is 
a|^vays by water, and wherever there is water and brush. We 
found it from Old Wives’ Creek to Wood Mountain and west to 
Frenchman’s River, and by all the creeks issuing from the 
Cypress Hills. Many nests prere found on the ground, generally 
beneath willows. A few individuals were seen in the Milk River 
valley at Castellated Rocks, Alberta, also on the West Butte, on 
the 49th parallel,' and at Lee’s Creek farther west; Very rare at 
Banff in the Rocky Mountains, breeding in the bushes in the 
marsh below “ the £ave and Basin ” in June, 1891 ; first observed 
one April 20th, atjfedmonton, Alta.; found a nest May 26th and 
another May 27tfiwith five eggs; nefcts, on the ground, composed 
of dry grass, lined with a little horse hair; common south in the 
foothills to Crow’s Nest Pass; common from mouth of Lesser 
Slave River to Peace kiver Landing Lat. 56° 15' in June, 1903; 
common from Edmonton to the crossing of McLeod’s River,north
of Edmonton in June, 1898. (Spreadborough.)

« r
Breeding Notes.—A common breeding bird around Ottawa. 

Nest in a low bush, or tuft of grass, or on the ground; built of 
grass, rootlets and vegetable matter, lined with grass and hair. 
Eggs four, greenish or grayish white spotted with brown, choco­
late and lavender. (G. R. White!) Breeding in May, June and 
July, and occasionally in August in New Brunswick. I would 
not be surprised if some specialist were to divide our song spar­
rows into two races. There is certainly a difference in the songs 
of those in different localities, a great difference in their eggs 
and the location of the nest. (W. H. Moore) Some of the nests 
are on thfe ground or sunken in the ground, also in the midst of 
heaps of dead branches or covered by tufts of tall grass in the 
fields or by reeds in the marshes. Others are built in bushes of in 
small trees to a height of ten feet,1 arid many on the lower 
branches of large conifers. A few are found in holes of trees or 
in logs in fences. The materials used are grasses, bark and 
leaves with finer grass or hairs as lining. Eggs may be found 
from April to August at Ottawa. (Gameau.)
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MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-seven; one purchased with the Holman collection in 
1885; one taken at Ottawa, in April, 1888, by Prof. Macoun; three 
taken at Ottawa in April, 1890, by Mr. F. A. Saunders; one taken at 
London, Ont., April 1st, 1886, by Mr. W. E. Saunders ; seven s 
taken at Lorne'Park, Toronto, in May, 1889, by Mr. E. Thompson- 
Seton; three taken at Indian Head, Assar, in April, 1892, three at 
Medicine Hat, Assa., May, 1894, one at Old Wives’ Creek, May 
27th, 1895, two at Peace River Landing, Lat. 56° 15', June, 1903, 
and four at Edmonton, Alta., May, 1897, all by Mr.Spreadborough.

Six sets of eggs; three taken at Ottawa by Mr. W. D. Lees c<m- ^ 
jain four, six and five eggs respectively; one of five eggs taken 
on the canal bank at Ottawa, May 3rd, 1898, by Mr. L. Lambe; 
one of three eggs taken at Indian Head, Assa., June nth, 1892, 
and one of five eggs at Edmonton, Alta., May 27th, 1897, both 
by Mr. Spreadboçough.
58 ; j. Dakota Song Sparrow.

Melospiza cinerea juddi (Bishop) A. O. U. Comm. 1901.
This sub-spe:ies is found throughout Assiniboia. At Yorkton, 

Assa., June 1st, 1901, I found a nest of this bird containing four 
eggs, built on the ground amongst short grass. (IV. Raine.) Our ** 
specimens-taken on many parts of the prairie are all placed with 
the eastern torm by Mr. Oberholser. (Macoun.) .
5816. Mountain Song Sparrow.

' Melospiza cinerea montana (Henshaw) Ridgw. 1901.
Not uncommon near the International Boundary between Trail 

and Cascade, B.C., in June, 1902 ; they seemed to be breeding on 
the mountains (Spreadborough.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four ; three taken at Trail,/B.C., June 6th, 1902; one taken at 
Cascade, B.C., June 20th, 1992, all by Mr. Spreadborough.
581«. Rusty Song Spam

Melospiza drier, a morphna (Oberh.) Ridgw. 1901.
Regular summer visitor. (Lord.) Common in British Columbia 

west of Coast Range; spec mens taken at Ashcroft in the interior 
are of this form. (Streator.) An abundant resident confined chiefly
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to the coast and Vancouver Island. (Fannin.) An abundant 
resident at Chilliwack. Tolerably common winter resident at 
"Lake Okanagan, B.C. (Brooks.) TheMistribution of &uttata in 
Washington and British Columbia is singularly uniform in all 
kinds of localities, no difference between coast and interior indi­
viduals being apparent. (Rhoads.), Breeding from extreme 
southern portion of Alaska through British Columbia, including 
Vancouver Inland, to Oregon. (Ridgway.) Saw what I took to 
be this form in the valley of McLennan river, west of the Rocky 
Mountains and south of Yellowhead Pass, in B.C., July, 1898; not 
uncommon at Revelstoke, B.C., in April, 1890. Further west it 
was found common at Sicamous and Kamloops in 1889; not com­
mon at Penticton, B.C., a few pairs breeding ; it was very abund­
ant, however, west of the Coast Range at all points visited and 
was particularly abundant on Vancouver Island. Except at Reve^-^ 
stoke, it waSlound breeding throughout its range; like the eastern 
song sparrow it likes to breed near water. (Spreadborough)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nineteen; two taken'at Revelstoke, B.C., April 10th, 1890; one 
at Penticton, B.C., April, 1903; one at Sicamous, July 5th, 1889 ; 
two at Kamloops, B.C., in June, 1889 ; three at Agassiz, B.C., in 
May, 1889; three at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., in April, 1889; 
three at Chilliwack, B.C., in May and June, 1901 ; two at Hunting­

don, B.C., in September, 1901; one at Victoria, Vancouver Island, 
April 28th, 1893, and one at Comox, Vancouver Island, June 23rd, 
1893, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

Three sets of eggs; two of four taken at Hastings, B.C., April 
27th, 1889, and Agassiz, B.C., May 21st, 1889, both by "Prof. 
Macoun. One set of five taken near Victoria, Vancouver Island, 
by Rev. G. Taylor, in May, 1890. One of the Agassiz nests was 
built on the lowest strand of a wire fence.

58i/. Sooty Song Sparrow.
Melospiza cinerea rufina (Brandt) Ridgw. 1901.

An abundant resident chiefly along the coast of the mainland, 
B.C. (Fannin.) An abundant resident in the Fraser valley near 
the International Boundary in the summer of 1901. Rather com­
mon along the seashore at Hastings, Burrard Inlet in May, 1889,

4
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and seen at Comox, Vancouver Island, June, 1893. fSpread- 
■ borough.) No specimens of this form were collected in the breed­

ing season along the coast of British Columbia by me. {Rhoads.) 
Common at New Westminster and at English Bay and Stanley 
Park near Vancouver, B.C., 1894. {£. F. G. White.) f 

Tolerably common in the bushy or grassy margins of the forests 
along the beaches at, Sitka, Alaska. (Grinnell.) Very abundant 
on Queen Charlotte Islands. A few nests were taken, one was » 
situated in a bunch of weeds near the water’s edge and contained 
two fresh eggs, all nests taken were in the same situation. {Osgood.) 
We heard several singing at Skagway, May 31st, 1899, and others 
were seen at Haines Mission, June 1st and 2nd. {Bishop.) In the 
wooded coast region of southeastern Alaska, including Sitka, and 
thence northwest to Lituya Bay and Kadiak, this bird is abundant, 
but beyond this limited region it is unknown at present. {Ni/son.)

, MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nine ; one taken at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., April 12th, 
1889 ; six taken at Huntington, B.C., in September, 1901 ; two 
taken at Victoria, Vancouver Island, May, 1893, all by Mr. Spread- 
borough.

One set of five eggs taken at Comox, Vancouver Island, May 
27th, 189Ç, by Mr. W..Harvey. The nest was close "to the beach 
in a bank of nettles, built of coarse grass or weed stalks on the 
outside and finer material within, ending with dark-coloured hair.

58\ff. Yakutat Song Sparrow.
Melospiza cinerea caurina (Ridgway) Ridgw. 1901.

Coast of middle Alaska, from Cook’s Inlet to Cross Sound ; in 
winter to southern Alaska, t^ken at Howcan, Prince of Wales 
Island. {Ridgway in The Auk, Vol. XVI, 1899, p. 36.) Coast of 
the St. Elias district, Alaska, from Yakutat Bay to Lituya Bay. 
{Ridgivay.)

581-1. Kenai Song Sparrow.
Melospiza cinerea kenaiensis (Ridgw.) Ridgway. 1901. 

Coast of Kenai peninsula, Alaska, from east side of Cook’s 
Inlet to Prince William Sound. Type from Port Graham, Cook’s 
Inlet, taken April 9th, 1892, by C. H. Townsend. {Ridgreay in 

7
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The Auk, Vol. XVII,'p. 29,1900.) Two specirens taken at Homer, 
October 12th 1901 were the only ones seen near the Kenai 
Mountains, Alaska. (Chapman.)

581-ia. Kadiak Song Sparrow. k
z - Melospiza cinerea insi&nis (Bawd) Ridgw. 1901.

Island of Kadiak, Alaska, and opposite coast of Aliaska penin­
sula. <{Rid&iuay.)

I

58-2. Aleutian Song Sparrow.

Melospiza cinerea (Gmel.) Finsch. 1872.
Among the several insular forms occurring in the Aleutian 

Islands and rarely extending their range to the adjacent mainland 
of southeastern Alaska this large hardy bird, a veritable giant 
among its congeners, is the most ^peculiar. It is a resident 
throughout the Aleutian Islands and is limited to the rocky 
shores and low flats with its bordering beaches, never going far 
inland", nor does"it reach aqy considerable altitude. Strangely 
enbtfgh it does not pass to the northward even as far as the Pryb- 
ilof Islands. To th<? eastward, however, it is abundant on the 
Shumagin Islands and Kadiak. (Nelson.) This species is a con­
stant resident of the Aleutian Islands, the peninsula of Aliaska 
and the adjacent islands lying on the south as far eastward as 
Cook’s Inlet. (Turner.) Abundant at Unalaska, October 5th to 
7th, 1899, frequenting the roofs of buildings, lumber piles, wharves, 
beaches and weeds of the level country. (Bishop.) Ten speci­
mens were taken at Sand Point, Popof Island, October 20th, 1901. 
This sparrow is fairly common on Popof Island, where it is 
resident. (Chapman.)

583. Lincoln’s Sparrow.
Melospiza lintolnii (Aud.) Baird. 1858.

Rare at Fort Chimo, Labrador;»a male obtained June 10th, 
1883 ; common in southern portions. Drexler found it at Mdose 
Factory, May 23rd, i860. (Packard.) Common along the north­
eastern coast of Labrador. A characteristic bird of the wooded 
parts of the coast as far north as Hamilton Inlet. (Bigelow.) Not 
an uncommon inland summer resident in Nova Scotia. (Downs.) 
A pair was found breeding at Brack ley Point, Prince Edward
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Island, June 26th, 1388. (Mucoun ) Breeding in some abundance- 
on both shores of the Gut of Canso, N.S. (BrtwsUr.). A rare 

.summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B.; taken id 1899 
- ^t Fredericton where it undoubtedly breeds. (W.H.Moore.) Taken 

at Bcauport, near Quebec; an uncomim^i migrant. . (Dionne.)
A casual at Ottawa; a male of this species was shot, 16th 

May, 1884, near the east end of the city by Mr. G. R. White. 
(Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) I have met with this bird breeding in 
the county of Leeds, Ont. One set of eggs I found in April on 
the ground by a small pine, and once in a clearing in a small wood 
in the month of June. \ few breed on the Magdalen Islands 
where the song sparrow seems to be very rare. (Rev. C.J. Young.) 
Apparently rare in the Algonquin Park, Ont. Shot one at Câche 
Lake, July 10th, 1900. Doubtless a few breed»^(Spreadborough.) 
Reachirtg us about the middle of May, these bird are so secretive in 
their habits that it is very difficult to make an accurate calculation 
of their numbers but a careful observer will usually see a few 
specimens, each season. They visit us here in Toronto on the 
southern trip about the middle of September. (/. Hughes-Samuel.)

Observed in large numbers during thejatter part of September 
and beginning of October along the Mquse (Souris) River. 
(Cou/s.) A rare spring and winter migrant qt Carberry, Man. 
(Thompson-Seton.) Rather common, July 13th Da 16th, at York 
Factory where three specimens were collected. A. Peebles.) 
Only noted as a spring migrant at Indian Head, Assa.; they were 
first seen May 13th, 1892, and left again in a few days. Only a few 
were observed at Old Wives' Creek in 1895, but none were seen on 
the prairie at any place; they were not rare and breeding in the 
bushes at Banff in 1891; first observed at Edmonton, Alta., on 
May 5th, 1897, on Junc I8t found a nest on the ground in a 
a bunch of grass, nest made of dried grass, eggs five, quite'fresh; 
common in the foothills Tfrom Calgary southward to Crow’s Nest 
Pass; found a nest with four fresh eggs June 28th, nest same as 
first ; abundant from Edmonton to Lesser Slave Lake and Peace 
River Landing, LaUSÔ* 15V 1903 ; ^een everywhere between 
Edmonton and YellowHead Pass in low bushes in June, 1898; quite 
common at Revelstoke.yi.C., in l#ay, 1890, and on the Columbia 
south to Robson, where they were seen again in 1902, they were 
breeding in low thickets ; common at Penticton, south of Lake 
Okanagan, B.C. on April 28th, 1903. (Spreadborough.) North to 
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Fort Simpson, on Mackenzie River; not rare. (Ross.) Common 
during the autumnal migrations. (Streator.) Regular summer 
visitor. y(Lord.) Found east and west of Coast Range. (Fannin.)

At Nuiato this bird is rare, but thence it becomes more and more 
numerous towards the east and at Fort Yukon it is considerably 
more abundant. (Nelson) Mr. Rhoads in The Auk, Vol. X,p. 21, 
says that he cannot see any difference between specimens of this 
species taken on Vancouver Island and those taken in Pennsyl­
vania, and on this account he rejects striata, which is based on 
Vancouver Island specimens. (Macoun.) Two or three pairs 
breed in the grassy margin of the pond back of Sitka, Alaska. 
A juvenile about one-third grown Was taken on June1?5th. Mr. 
Brewster says of a female that was taken June 25th that it agrees 
with striata in respect to the streaking in the upper parts, but it 
would be unsafe to make it that form without material. (Grinnell.) 
An adult male was taken at Hope, Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, and a few 
others were seen when we were there. The specimen taken shows 
none of the characters attributed to Melospiza lincolnii stri.ta. 
(Osgood) Seen at Log Cabin, June 15th, 1899; a'female and a 
nest of fresh eggs were taken near Lake Marsh, July 5th. The 
nest was composed of coarse grass lined with fine, and was in a 
tuft of grass in a swamp, about four inches above the water. The 
species was occasionally met with to Circle City on the Yukon. 
(Bishop)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-four ; one taken in Algonquin Park, Ont., July loth, 
1900, three at Indian Head, Assa., in September, 1891, five at 
Edmonton, Alta , in May, 1897, three at Peace River Landing, 
Lat. 56° 15', June, 1903, four at Banff, Rocky Mountains, in May, 
1891.four at Revelstoke.B.C., in May, 1890, two taken at Penticton, 
B.C., Lat. 490, April, 1903, two at Victoria, Vancouver Island, May, 
1893, all by Mr. Spreadborough. * ',<*

One set of five eggs taken at Edmonton, Alta., June 1st, 1897, 
by Mr. Spreadborough.

583u. Forbush’s Sparrow.
Melospiza lincolnii striata Brewst. 1889.

One seen neaV Victoria, Vancouver Island, April 24th, 1893,301! 
another on May 5th; after which time they were more common ;

L
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observed a number in a marsh on Depot Creek, Chilliwack Lake, 
B.C., July 24th, 1901 ; took one in a peat bog at Huntington on 
the International Boundary on September 24th. (Spreadborottgh) 
Mount Lehman, lower Fraser valley ; also Vancouver Isl^rfd. 
{Streaior) Collected at Comox, Vancouver Island, in September, 
1888, by E. H. Forbush. (Fannvi.) Tolerably common migrant 
at Chilliwack; tolerably common breeder in the Caribou district, 
B.C.; one set of five eggs taken at 158-Mile House, Jujy 3rd, 1901. 
{Brooks)

A 1 our specimens are placed with the M. lituolnii, as we cannot 
sepaate them from that species. {Macoun.)
584. Swamp Sparrow.
/ Mclospiza georgiana (Lath.) Ridgw. 1885.

Audubon, Vol. Ill, p. ill, states it to be abundant in Labrador. 
{Packard) Not uncommon along the Humber River, Newfound­
land, 1889. {Louis H. Porter) A common summer resident in Nova 
Scotia. {Downs) Nest found at Sydney, Cape Breton Island^, 
May 25th, 1901; arrives in April. {C. R. Harte) Fairly common ' 
from May to October at Wolfville, King’s Co., N.S. {H. Tufts) 
Breeding in some numbers around the swamps at Brackley Point 
and Rustico, Prince Edward Island, June, 1888. {Macoun) Rather 
common in very wet, bushy meadows, with alders here and there, 
or in open swamps of limited area, such as occur along brooks in 
a cleared country such as Prince Edward Island. Not uncommon 
at Baddeck, Cape Breton Island. {Dwight) An uncommon sum­
mer resident at St. John, N.B. {Chamberlain) A common sum­
mer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. {W.H.Moore) Not 
uncommon on Magdalen Islands. {Bishop) Rare in the Rcsti- 
gouche valley, N.B. {Brittain &■ Cox.) An abundant species on 
Anticosti Island and breeding there. [Brewster) Taken at Beau- 
port ; a summer resident in eastern Quebec. {Dionne) A com­
mon summer resident arounq Montreal. It is common in the 
marshes, but on account of its/retiring habttxh> not noticed unless 
sought after by the collector pf birds. J{WintlK)

A moderately common sumnréTTësident at Ottawa. {Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) A common summer resident in the marshes 
of eastern Ontario. It makes its nest in the sedge in.wet places. 
The eggs are readily distinguished from those of the song spar­
row, being spotted and speckled with umber instead of brick-red
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(Rev. C.J. Young.) One taken at Beaumaris on May 14th, 1898
by Mr. Tavernier is the only record I have for the Parry Sound
and Muskok»- districts. (/. H. Fleming.) Abundant in the 
marshes of the Macîâwaska, below Gâche Lake, Algonquin Park, 
Ont.; in June, 1900. (Sprcadborough.) Found abundantly in the 
marshes near Topbnto. Have foun'd many nests early in May. 
(/. [Hughes-Sàmuel.) Abundant summer resident in bogs and 
marshes at Guelph, Ont. (A. B. Klugh.) A few were seen in the 
shrubby woods back of the post of Oxford House and an adult 
was taken July 3rd. At York/Factory, where the species was 
rather common, two young not long from the nest, were taken 
July 13th and 16th. (E. A. Pretties.) This species was observed 
with other members of the family during the autumn migration 
from the middlè of September until the middle of October at the f 
Mouse (Souris) River, Lat. 490. In all, six specimens were taken.
(Cones.) A common summer resident in Manitoba; nesting in 
swamps that have some willows about them; fyeiy abundant about 
Carberry, breeding in every slough. (Thompiân-Seton.) North to

l(Ross.) One speci-ti«^Fort Resolution on Great Slavé Lake; rare
men taken at Indian Head, Assa., in May, 1892 ; everywhere in 
marshes from the foot of Lesser Slave Lake to Peace River Land­
ing, Lat. 56° 15', June, 1903. (Spreadborough.)

Breeding Notes.—Rather rare as a breeding bird at Ottawa. 
Nest on ground in a tussock of grass or in a low bush, composed 
of rootlets weeds and grass, lined with fine fibrous matter ; eggs 
4 to 6; greyish white, speckled with reddish brown. (G.R. White) 
Nests found in the marshes around Ottawa in May and June; they 
are attached to the reeds, which often hide the nest ; sometimes 
they are built in bushes or on the ground along the sw ps; the “V
material, used are grasses, which are finer inside used a/ a lining ; 
from three to five eggs are in the set. (Garneau.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Six; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885 ; one 
taken at Ottawa, May 1888, by Prof. Macoun; three taken at Ot- 
tawa by Mr. F. A. Saunders in September, i8t)o; one taken in 
Algonquin Park, Ont., May 28th, 1900, by Mr. Spreadborough.

Two sets of eggs; one set of four taken at Cataraqui marsh near 
Kingston, Ont., June 3rd, 1900, by Mr E. Beaupré ; nest in a 
marsh built of driest grass and lined with hair; the other, also of

<
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'four eggs, takfm at Gasperaux, N.S., May 22nd, 1898, by Mr. H. 
F. Tufts ; nest of dried grass sunk into the si le of a, grassy
mound inia swamp. ^

ccvy PAS8ERELLA Swainson. 

585. Fox Sparrow.

v
1837-

Passerella iliaca (Merr.) Swains. 1837.
Common in the southern part of Labrador ; young obtained at, 

Rigolet late in June and early in July 1882. {Packard.) Common 
from some distance up the Moose River to Richmond Gulf ; none 
observe^ when crossing Ungava; young able to fly July 1st, 1896. 
(.Spreadborough.) Common along the southern coast of Labrador; 
we found it/as far north as Aillik. {Bigelow.) A summer mig­
rant on Ne vfoundland and very common. (\R0eks.) Two young 
birds seen August 171^1899, along the Humber River, Newfound­
land^ (Louis H. Porter.) Common during the spring and autumn 
nvigrationsinNova Scotia. (Downs.) One individual seen on Sable 
Island, N.S., April 20th, 1902, and a flock on October 4th, 
(James B ou teillier.) Female shot ^ Sydney, Cape Breton Island, 
May 18th, 1902 ; ovaries small ; may possibly breed. | (C. /?. 
Harte.) A flock of migrants was seen at Shulee, Cimiberland' 
Co., N.S., March 29th ; they* were in song. (Morrell.) Corn-^ 
mon in the spring migrations, rare in the autumn migrations at 
St. John, N.B. - (Chambtrlaip.) A rare spring and autumn mig­
rant at Scotch Lake, Yohk Co., N.B.. (W. H. Mqprg.) Rather 
common; breeding on the Magdalen Islands about the last of June. 
(Bishop.) We found this sparrow among the Magdalèns, on Anti­
costi and everywhere on the -north shore of the gulf, breeding 
abundantly. (Bfewster.) _ Taken at Beauport; a migrant in east­
ern Quebec, but breeding on the Mingan Islands. (Dionne.) A 
scarce and transient visitor in the vicinity of Montreal. (fVintle.)

A moderately common migrant at Ottawa.\Ottawa Naturalist, 
Vol. V.) I have shot this bird in the fall in the county of Lqeds, 
Ont. I found it on two occasions frequenting second growth 
bush in old clearings. (Rev. C. J. Young.) Regarded a* rare at Port 
Sydney, in 1888, by Mr. Kay; reported as common oiiSytember 
7th, 1896, at Beaumaris by Mr. Tavernier; bpth localities are in 
Muskoka. (J. H. Fleming.) This species passes through Toronto 
so rapidly in its spring migration that it is quite easy to overlook
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it entirely, hence the idea, I think, that lLis scarce. 1 have met 
with these birds in the middle of April xtmeVeach bush contained 
several, many perched on the upper twjgs singing the richest 
sparrow melody f know of. On visiting ,the locality the next 
morning at day break pot a sign remained of our fleeting.visitors; 
in the fall, their Visit/fs of much longer duration, but on disturb­
ing a small pyty of these birds while scratching the dead leaves 
for their^food they will fly up into the nearest evergreen tree and 
remain perfectly motionless tUlAe intruder has passed from view. 
(/. Hughes-Samuel.) Usually rare but occasionally a common 
migrant in either spring or fall, and in rare seasons we may hear 
this fine songster in full song for perhaps a week; and yet until 
1885 only two or three specimens had been noted near London, 
Ont., so that it appears to be increasing in'abundance quite 
steadily. (W. E. Saunders.) Irregular migrant in spring at Guelph, 
Ont.; it is never common. (A. B. Klugh.) A rare and transient 
visitant aCPenetanguishene.Ont. (A.F. Young.) A not very common 
migrant in Manitoba; breeding at Duck Mountain in the northern 
part erf the province. '(Thompson-Scton.) A not very common 
migrant in southern Saskatchewan (Co beaux.) First noticed 
on the afternqon of July 10th, when its beautiful song was heard in 
the willow thickets, bordering Hayes River, a few miles above 
York Factory.'Whjle at York Factory we found fox sparrows 
fairly common in willow thickets, and took a pair, July 16th. (E. 
A. Preblcs.) This handsome species ebreeds in the wooded dis­
tricts df the Northwest Territories up to the sixty-eight parallel 
of latitude; Tt constructs its nest in a low bush, of dry grass, hair 
and feathers. (Richardson.) North to Lapierre’s House on the 
Mackenzie River; common. (Ross.) Saw one, April 19th, 1897, at 
Edmonton, Alta.; saw individuals up to June 1st, a few pairs 
doubtless breed here; observed two individuals near Edmonton, 
June 7th, 1898, common from Lesser Slave Lake to Peace 
River Landing, Lat. 56° 15', June, 1903. (Spreadborough.) Not 
rare at Fort McMurray at the confluence of the Clearwater River 
and the Afliabasca, Lat. 56° 40'; one bird and nest seen on 
Methye Portage, eggs not hatched July 18th, 1888. ( J. M.
Macoun.)

I did not discover the presence of the fox sparrow at Cape 
Blossom, Kotzebue Sound, until the evening of July 31st, 1898 ; 
fox sparrows were seen or heard all along the lower course of the
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Kowak, and at our winter camp they were quijte common up to 
August 23rd, when they abruptly disappeared. (Grinntll.) A wave 
of sparrows occurrêd at Circle City, Alaska, Auepst 19th, 1899, 
and one individual was indentified as being^Sijthis species. 
(Risltop.) Along the coast of Norton Sound this bird is an abund­
ant summer resident, sharing with the tree sparrows the bushy 
shelter of the alder thickets on the hillsides and sheltered ravines. 
(Nelson.) The fox sparrow arrives at St. Michael by the 8th June; 
breeds here in the thickets of alder around the edgfes of the small 
lakes. (Turner.) *f

Breeding Notes.—This bird is very common on the Magdalen 
Islands where ^ound four nests in June, 1897; all expept one con­
tained young by the 21st June ; these nests were built in stunted 
spruce, one as much as five feet above the ground; they occasion­
ally make their nest on the ground like the song sparrow, and I 
have seen a nest found in such a locality ; a most interesting 
sp cies, it perches on the ' topmost branches of a young spruce, 
and sings incessantly in it's breed^Lg habitat. (Rev. C.J. Young.)

Tolerably common on both ttimks of the Anderson, and two or 
three nests were also discovered in the vicinity of a small stream 
named Swan River, in the “barren grounds;” most of the nests were 
built on trees, and they resembled those of Turdus aliciœ, but a 
few found on the grofirtd, however, were composed of coarse dry 
grass, lined wi h some of a finer quality, a few deer hairs, and a 
sprinkling of fresh moss; the complement of eggs varies from four 
to five. (Macfarlane) I have several sets from the Mackenzie 
delta; on June 10th, 1900, a nest and three eggs were found by Mr. 
C. E.‘Whittaker at Peel River, the nest was built in the root of a 
shrub near the ground; on June 1st, 1898, another nest and 4 eggs 
were found at Peel River by the Rev. I. O. Stringer, through whose 

•kindness I have been able to describe the nests and eggs of many 
Arctic birds found by this gentleman in the f^r north, during his 
eight years sojourn amongst the Eskimos of that region, and it is 
to be regretted that owing to failing health Mr. Stringer had to 
abandon his work amongst the natives of. the Arctic coast, as 
he has proved himself to be a keen observer and careful pains­
taking ornithologist; many of the specimens collected by 
Mr. Stringei were taken while he was travelling up or down the 
Mackenzie delta or along Arctic coast with bands of Eskimos and 
often at night when the natives had laid down to sleep, Mr.
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Stringer had to skin the birds and blow the eggs and make his 
notes, and by the time this work was done the Eskimos were astir 
again and making ready to proceed on their journey. (W. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Six; one taken at Ottawa, by Prof. Macoun in May, 1888; two 
taken by Mr. F. A. Saunders in April, 1890; three taken by Mr. 
Sprqadborough, in June, 1903, at Peace River Landing; these 
last represent the gray phase of Ridgway, but are doubtless a dis­
tinct form. .

One set of five eggs taken at Nachvak, Labrador, by Mr. R. 
Guay, in June, 1897/

585a. Shumagin Fox Sparrow.
Passerella iliaca una'aschcnsis (Gmelin) Ridgw. 1900. 

Shumagin Islands and Aliaska peninsula, Alaska; Unalaska 
Island? {Ridgzvay) An adult female taken at Homer, Kenai 
peninsula, June 5th, 1901, agrees with Shumagin .Island speci­
mens. {Chapman)

585.1 Kadiak Fox Sparrow.
Passerella iliaca insularis Ridgw. 1900.

Kadiafc Island, Alaska, in summer; south to California in 
winter. Type taken at Kadiak Island, May 17th, 1868, by F. 
Bischoff. (Ridgway in The Auk, Vol. XVIL, p. 30, 1900.)

5I5.2. Yakutat FomSparrow.
Passercltffitqca année tens Ridgway. 1900.

Coast of Alaska, from Cross Sound to Prince William’s Sound; 
in winter south to California. (Ridgu’oy.) Rather common at 
Cook’s Inlet,' Alaska, but very shy as usual, and hard to secure. 
Two specimens were taken at Hope and one at Tyonek but are 
not typical. {Osgood.) Three specimens taken at Homer and 
on Kenai Mountains in August, 1901. These birds agree with 
June specimens of annectens from Yakutat Bay. {Chapman) 
This species was taken in April, 1893, at Victoria, Vancouver 
Island, by Mr. Spreadboroujgh.

/ V
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MUSEUM SPECIMEN.

One, taken at Victoria, Vancouver Island, April 28th, 1S93, by 
Mr. Spreadborough.

585.3. Townsend’s Sparrow.
j )

Passerella iliaca townsendi (Audubon) Ridgway. 1901.

Coast district of southern Alaska (islands and coast of mainland) 
from southern side of Cross Sound, Lynn Canal, etc., to north side 
of Dixon Entrance ; in winter south to nythern California. 
(.Ridgwky.) But very little is known of this*bird’s habits, and 
nothing of its nesting. There are four specimens in the»National 
Museum collection from Sitka, and the species undoubtedly 
occurs north along the mainland coasf. (Nelson.) Port Althorp, 
George Island, Alaska? June 19th, i8pO. (Bean.) Common on tail- 
grass on St. Lazaria Island, near Sitka, Alaska, where half-fledged 
young were observed on June 151)1,1898. (Grinnell.) One indi­
vidual was seen at Skagway and several noticed at Glacier, in 
the White Pass, June, 8-9, 1899. (Bishop.) Common on Queen 
Charlotte Islands, but exceedingly shy. Ten specimens in all 
were taken, but they are not identical with Sitka specimens, and 
perhaps should be considered intermediate between tenonsendi and 
fuliginosa. (Osgood.)

585.4. Sooty Fox Sparrow.
Passerella iliaca juliginotk Ridgway. 1899.

Breeding in the coast district of southwestern British Colum­
bia, including Vancouver Island. (Ridgway.) I have only found 
this bird west of the Coast Range in B. C. It is a common sum­
mer resident on Vancouver Island, where it breeds. (Fannin.) A 
common species in spring around Victoria, V. I. A marked 
peculiarity of this bird is its scraping among the leaves when 
feeding, just like a hen. While doing this it hops about with its 
tail elevated like a wren. It was seen late in June, 1887. (Macoun.) 
Regular summer visitor in British Columbia. (I^ord.) Tolerably 
common migrant at Chilliwack, B.C.; breeding on the summits 
of the Coast Range. (Brooks.) Seen on Sea Island, near Van­
couver, B.C., April 25th, 1894. (E. F. G. White.)



522 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA.

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two; one taken at Victoria, Vancouver Island, in April, 1887, 
and the other at Comox, V.I., in May of the same yjg^r by Prof. 
Macoun. „
696c. Slate-colored Sparrow. ^

Passerella ihaca schistacca (BaYkd) Allen. 1872. ^ •
Quite common at Banff, Rocky Mountains in May and June, 

1891, where they were evidently breeding; tare at Penticton, B.C., 
in April, 1903; one specimen of this form-was seen at Rossland, 
B.C., in June, 1902; one female was shot at Revelstoke, B.C., 
April 25th, 1891. (Spreadborough.) Taken at Nelson, on Kootanie 
River, B.C., and two intermediates from further west. (Rhoads.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Eight; five taken at Banff between May .15th and June 16th, 
1891; two taken at Penticton,'6.C., April 21st, 1903, and one at 
Edmonton, Alta., May 5th, 1897, by Mr. Spreacfborou^h.

• J *

CCV1I. PIPILO Vieillot. iT8i6.

687. Towhee.
t

PipihPcrythrophthalmus (Linn.) Vieill. 1824.

Audubon, Vol. III., p. 168, states that it occurs northward to 
Labrador. (Packard.) Accidental in New Bruplwick; onV shot 
at Irishtown, May 8th, 1881. (Chamberlain.) Cap Rouge, near 
Quebec, obtained by Mr. Nelson. (Dionne.) A few seen and one 
taken at Ottawa in August, 1890. (F. A. Saunders.)

This bird breeds commonly in the county of Leeds, near Lans- 
downe, Ont. I have found the nest in a small thick hemlock 
about 18 inches above the ground on the 19th May, and on the 
ground, with four eggs, as early as the 6th May. It appears 
usually to raise a second brood. In eastern Ontario it resorts to 
the same kind of location as the foxesparrow frequents on the 
Magdalen Islands, preferring second growth woods and old 
clearings grown up with brambles and brush. It has a preference 

, for broken uneven ground. It arrives about the middle of April 
and is one of the last birds to leave in the fall, I have seen it as 
late as the end of September. (Rn>. C.J. Young.) First seen at
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Port Sydney, Muskoka, by Mr. Kay, in 1887; they bred there in 
1891; reported rare at Beaumaris in 1897 by Mr. Tavernier.
(/. H. Fleming.) Fairly common summer resident at Guelph,
Ont. Arrives’about April 2:th and leaves about October 8th.
(A. B. Klugh.) Common summer resident about London, Ont., 
arriving early, sometimes in March, and averaging April 16th. 
Although so common at London it is much less so in north 
Bruce, although it appears to be more common now in that dis­
trict than it was 10 years ago. The nests are placed both on the 
ground, in shrubs, and occasionally in brush heaps. Two broods 
are often reared in a season usually consisting of four in the first z> 
and three in the second. (IV. E. Saunders.) This is one of the 
species which apparently enters Ontario from the southwest, for 
on looking at the dates of its arrival at London and Chatham we 
find it is always there before it reaches Hamilton, while at Ottawa X 
Mr. White has not met with it all. (Mcllwraith.) A common 
summer resident at Penetangui^hene, Ont. (A. F. Young.)

A common summer resident in sheltered scrub lands in south­
ern Manitoba and northwest toCarberry. (Thpmpson-Seton.) This 
bird was not uncommon about Pembina, where it was breeding in . 
June. .A nest was taken July nth containing two eggs that 
belonged in it, together with three that did not, having been de­
posited by the cowbirds. (Coues.) -

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885; one 
taken at Ottawa in August, 1890, by Mr. F. A. Saunders; one 
taken at Toronto by Mr. S. Heiring; and one taken at London,
Ont., by Mr. W. E. Saunders, May 1st, 1892.

Two sets of eggs; one of four, taken at Toronto June 1st, 1890, 
by Mr. W. Raine; and one of four eggs taken at Komoka, Ont.,
June 8th, 1894, by Mr. W. E. Saunders. Nest composed of grass 
and weeds lined with hair, placed on a knoll covered with grow­
ing plants.

'588. Arctic îowhee.
Pipilo maculatus arc tic us (Swains.) Coues. 1872.

Along the 49th parallel this form becomes established at least 
as far east as the Mouse (Souris) River, where I secured a speci­
men in September. On the boundary they were not met with

«
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again until the Rocky Mountains were reached. (Coues.) First 
saw one at Medicine Hat, Assa., May 3rd, 1894; by the 12th they 
were common in low scrub along the Saskatchewan and the creeks 
leading into it. They were also common on the east end of the 
Cypress H>Jls at the end of June. This species was met with in 
brush from Old Wives’Creek, Assa. to Wood Mountain,and south 
to Rocky Creek, and Medicine Lodge ; it was found to be quite 
common in all the wooded ravines of the Cypress Hills ; a nest 
was taken at Farewell Creek, June 28th, 1895; it was common in 
Milk River valley and aiong the St. Mary’s River. (Macoun.) 
This handsome ground fi..ch was observed only on the plains of 
the Saskatchewan, where it no doubt breeds, as one specimen was 
killed late in July; it arrives in the end of May and frequents 
shady and moist clumps of wood, being generally seen near the 
ground. (Richardson.)

Breeding Notes.—Breeds sparingly in northwest Assiniboia 
and northern Alberta; two sets of four eggs were taken at Fort 
Saskatchewan, Alta., by Mr. J. Callaghan, on June 12th, 1898 ; 
nests made of roots and grass and built in a low shrub a few 

• inches above the ground at the side of a coulee. (W. Raine.) 
This species always builds on the ground or close to it; one nest 
was taken at Farewell Creek, Cypress Hills, Assa., June 26th, 
1895, on the slope of the bank, under a willow root in a thicket ; 
another was taken the next day also from the ground in the open 
but this was under the roots of Symphoricarpus ocddentalis ; the 
nests were chiefly built of bark and grass and lined inside with 
hair;'each nest contained four eggs. {Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Six ; five taken jt Medicine Hat, Assa., May, 1894, one at Old 
Wives’ Creek, Assa., May 22nd, 1895, a** by Mr. Spreadborough.

Two sets of eggs; one of four taken by Prof. Macoun in the 
Cypress Hills, June 26th, 1895, ar.d another of five eggs taken at 
Lethbridge, Assa., June 5th, 1894; nests on the ground under 
bushes.

588a. Spurred Towhee.
Pipilo maculatus megalonyx (Baird) Coues. 1872.

At Pass Creek near Robson, Columbia valley, a strange bird 
was seen in a tree on June 20th, 1890; it had a very long tail and
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was new to us; the next day it was seen again and we decided it 
was a towhee; on the 26th Prof. Macoun flushed a bird off its nest 
under a bush of Ceatwthus velutinus and he immediately shot it. 
The male then came along and was shot also; they proved it to be 
this form; within the nest were four half-grown young which we 
drowned. Common everywhere at Trail, B.C., in low bushes, 
young ready to fly, June 1st, 1902; common in low brush at Pentic­
ton, south of Lake Okanagan, B.C., April, 1903; also at Sicamous 
and Enderby, B.C. (Spreadborough.) An adult male and female 
taken at Ashcroft. (Streator.) East of Coast Range; breeds at 
Ashcroft. (Fannin.) Abundantly haunting the woodlands of all 
points visited in British Columbia up to 4000 feet. (Rhoads.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Fourteen ; two taken at Robson, B.C., June, 1890, by Prof. 
Macoun; four taken at Trail, B.C., in May, 1902, four at Cascade,

I B.C. in June, 1902, and £our at Penticton, B.C., April, 1903, all 
1 by Mr. Spreadborough.

598A. Ol*egon Towhee.
Pipilo mandatas orcgonus (Bell) Coues. 1872.

Abundant on the coast at Hastings, on Burrard Inlet and at 
Port Heney and Agassiz on the Fraser River, in 1889; very abund­
ant at Chilliwack and at Huntington on the International Boun­
dary in 1902 ; abundant on Vancouver Island and on the islands in 
the Gulf of Georgia. (Spreadborough.) Abundant on the coast of 
British Columbia; breeds. (Streator.) An abundant resident west 
of the Coast Range ; winters on the coast. (Fannin.) Common 
at Chilliwack ; permanent resident. (Brooks.) Replacing mega- 
lonyx west of the Coast Range. Its exact counterpart in habits 
and habitat. (Rhoads.) Rather common around Vancouver and 
Stanley Park in July, 1895. (E. F. G. White!)

MUSEUM SPECIMEN’S.

Nineteen; two taken at Agassiz, B.C., May, 1889, three at Port 
Heney, Fraser River, B.C., April, 1889, six at Chilliwack, B.C., in 
May and June, 1901, five at Hhntington, B.C. in October, 1901, 
two at Victoria, Vancouver Island, in April, 1893, and one at 
Comox, Vancouver Island, June 22nd, 1893, all by Mr. Spread­
borough.
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One set of three eggs taken by Prof. Macoun, May 3rd, 1889, at
Hastings, B.C.

CCVIII. CARDINALIS Bonaiartk. 1837. 

593. Cardinal, Red-bird.
Cardinalis cardinalis (Linn.) Light. 1854.

Two were seen, a male and a female at Scotch Lake, York Co.,
N.B., Aug. 20th, 1900. (IV. H. Moore.) The cardinal can only be 
regarded as a casual visitor along our southwestern border. Mr. 
Norval reports one or two being found near Port Rowan and Dr. JT 
Macallum mentions that a few are seen every summer along the \ 
lake shore south of Dunnville, where they are supposed to breed / 
among the evergreens. (Mcllwraith.) A fine male specimen of 
this species in the museum of Toronto University is labelled 
“ Weston, Ontario,” a northwestern suburb of Toronto. (Thompson- 
Seton in Trans. Can. Institute, Vol. L, p. 55, 1890.)

In September I spent four days, 17th to 21st, in company with 
my cousin Mr. H. H. KeayS, at Point Pelee, collecting. Nearly 
every day of our stay the fishermen gathered around our camp 
fire, apparently much interested jn us as strangers, and in our 
work. After telling us of the strange birds they had seen on the 
point (their descriptions of which were usually too complicated for 
us to make more than a guess at the species) one of them asked 
us of a bird that made its appearance about four years ago and 
had since been quite common, staling that it was a splendid 
whistler, and that an old lady living in the vicinity had caught a 
number of them and sold them for cage birds, catching them in 
a cage trap and using the first one taken as a decoy for more.
From his description we concluded that it must be the cardinal 
(Ci rdinalis cardinalis), and sure enough, on the following day, we 
secured one, a young male in moulting plumage. Twice after­
wards we heard near our camp, just at dawn, the call note of 
what we decided must have been this bird. Without doubt the 
cardiral has come to stay at Point Pelee, nor could they select a 
more suitable place, the cape being quite plentifully covered with 
red cedar, and the weather in fall remaining mild longer than 
on the mainland, on account of its proximity to the lake, as is 
evident by our having no frost during our stay, while on our 
return we noticed the corn well bleached on the Mainland. It is
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to be hoped, however that it will not restrict its range to the 
point nor to the shore of Lake Erie in Ontario, as this bright 
plum aged bird will make an acceptable addition to our fauna. 
Inland we have but few records of stragglers, which in the vicin­
ity of London are as follows : One shot at St. Thomas, spring of 
1890,by Mr.O.Foster; one taken in a cedar swamp a mile from Lon­
don,Nov. 30th, 1896, this being the first record for Middlesex £0., 
and which is made complete as far as I am able to ascertain by a 
second at Kilworth by Mr. John Thompson, Nov. 17th, 1899, both 
these birds being males. The Rev. C. L. Scott reports one shot 
near Aylmer, Elgin Co., about October, 1900. From Guelph one 
is reported by Mr. F. N. Beattie as spending the winter of 1899 
around, his place. Other reports come from Chatham and 
Rondeau, all of single specimens, and apparently stragglers. 
(/. C. Keays in The Auk. Vol. XIX., p. 204.) On Feb. 14th, 1901, 
I procured a female cardinal grosbeak at Penetanguishene, which 
1 sent to Mr. Jas. H. Fleming, of Toronto, about the same time a 
male was taken near Toronto. (A. F. Young.) Between Novem­
ber 20th and 27th, 1902, a male was seen about Rusholme Road, 
Toronto; and one was taken in Toronto, in February, 1900. 
(/. H. Fleming.)

MUSEUM SPÉCIMEN.

One specimen purchased with the Holman collection in 1885. 
Said to have been taken in southwestern Ontario.

CC1X. HABIA Reichenbach. 1850.

595. Rose-breasted Grosbeak.
Habia hnloviciana (Linn.) Stejn. 1848.

Met with only once near Baddeck.Cape Breton Island. (Du ight.) 
Not common about Halifax, but frequent in the vicinity of Truro 
and Pictou, N.S. (Dotons.) Taken at Beauport; rather rare around 
Quebec. (Dionne.) A very rare summer resident near St. John, 
N.B. (Chamberlain.) Seen from May to November at Scotch 
Lake, York Co., N.B.; breeds here ; a family was seen passing 
south, August 16th, 1901. (IF. H. Moore.) A common transient 
visitor around Montreal, but evidently goes further north to breed; 
I have only observed it here in spring, so I infer it returns south 
by another route. (IVint/e.)
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A moderately common summer resident around Ottawa. 
(Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) A few of these handsome birds 
remain to breed in the county of Leeds, Ont.; I have twice seen 
the nest; once on the 9th June in a small beech tree; the eggs 
were just hatching; again in the middle of June a nest with three 
eggs in a maple sapling about ten feet from the ground. (Rev. 
C.J. Young.) A common summer resident in the districts of Parry 
Sound and Muskoka, breeding usually in second growth hardwood. 
(/. /{.Fleming.) Rather uncommon summer resident in Algon­
quin Park, Ont. (Spreadbçrough.) Formerly common all over 
western Ontario; now it is more so in the north than in the south 
where it has piobably been killed off to a certain extent. (IV. F. 
Saunders.) P'airly common summer resident at Guelph, Ont. ; 
arrives about May 10th and leaves about September 1st. (A. B. J 
Klugh.) A breeding summer resident at Penetanguisbene, Ont. 
(A. F. Young.)

Common summer resident in Manitoba, in thickets ; breeds 
throughout the province in suitable localities. (Thompson-Seton.) 
Only one specimen at Indian Heed, Assa., on May 26th, 1892. 
First saw three females at Medicine Hat, Assa., May 17th, 1894, 
later saw two males; a few pairs bred in the river valley; late in 
June a few were seen in the Cypress Hills; taken at Old Wives’ 
Creek and seen at Wood Mountain Post, Assa., in July, 1895; was 
seen on the islands in St. Mary’s River, Alta. (Spreadfyroug/t.)
A specimen of this bird was obtained near the Saskatchewan on 
Sir John Franklin’s first expedition, but we had not the good 
fortune to meet with it on our second journey. (Richardson.) 
First seen at Edmonton, Alta., May 15th, 1897 ! found a nest in 
an alder bush about ten feet from the ground, nest a very slight 
affair, in fact,,I could see the eggs quite through it; it was just a 
few sticks placed in the fork of a bush. Eggs three; the‘male 
was sitting on the eggs; common in the poplar woods from Edmon­
ton to the McLeod River; common from Lesser Slave Lake to 
Peace River Landing,Lat. 56° 15’, June. 1903. (Spreadhorough.) Com­
mon from Lesser Slave River down the Athabasca River to Fort 
McMurray, Lat. 56° 40'; not rare up the Clearwater River to 
Methye Portage. (J. M. Macoun.) Rare near Prince Albert, Sask., 
only a few seen during the summer; probably breeds in the coun­
try. (Cou beaux.) *
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Breeding Notes.—I was pleased to find this truly elegant bird 
breeding in abundance at Pembina in the undergrowth of the 
heavy timber along the banks of the Red River, as I had never 
before enjoyed a good opportunity of studying its habits. It was 
not observed at any other point along the line, though stated to 
penetrate as far northward as the Saskatchewan region ; h fine 
suite of specimens was carefully preserved, and several sets of 
eggs procured ; the birds were mating and in full song by the 
beginning of June, wlfén I arrived upon the spot, but no nests 
were found until the 21st; four was the largest number found in a 
nest; others contained only two or three, but in all incubation had 
begun; the only nest I took myself was built in a thick grove of 
saplings, about eight feet from the ground ; it contained three 
eggs averaging an inch in length by three-fourths in bfeadth; these 
were of a pale dull green colour, profusely speckled with reddish- 
brown; the nests were rather rude and bulky structures, about six 
inches across Outside by four in depth, with the cavity only half 
as much each way, owing to the thickness of the loose walls ; 
they were built entirely of the slender tortuous stems and rootlets 
of some climbing shrub, for the most part loosely interlaced, 
though more firmly, evenly, and circularly laid around the brim, 
and finished sometimes with a little horse-hair lining, sometimes 
without; the male at this season has a delightful song; the female 
is, however, nearly voiceless, and of an extremely retiring dis­
position. {Cones.) • \

Nests near Ottawa about ten feet from the ground in trees; 
the nest is built with small twigs or branches loosely put together 
and lined with hair-like roots. One nest with four eggs foundlon 
June 6th, 1895, and lanother containing three eggs found on May 
31st, 1902. {Garneau.) This species breeds commonly about, 
Sharbot Lake, Frontenac Co., Ont., I have seen three nests this 
month near the road in low ground ; they build a loose nest of 
twigs, &c., lined with rootlets and fibres placed eight or ten feet 
from the ground; the eggs were laid the first week in June. {Rev. 
C.J. Young.) The nest of this species taken at Ottawa was built 
in a low bush a few feet from the ground; it was a bulky and rude 
affair built of weed-stems and stout rootlets; it was lined with a*, 
little horse-hair and some fine rootlets; eggs, three, pale green, 
speckled with reddish brown. {G. R. White.)

S'A / S



530 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA. 

WMUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nine; three taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun; 
one purchig^rj-^vith the Holman-collection in 1885; thfee at Med­
icine Hat, Assa., in May, 1894, one taken June 28th, 1903, at 
Peace River Landing, anc? one at Kdmonton, Alta.,ieMay 18th, 
1897, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

Two sets of eggs; one of/four eggs taken at Farrellton, Que., 
June 18th, 1893, by Mr. A. CLXingston; one set of three taken at 
Kdmonton, Alta., May, 29th, 1897, by Mr. Spreadboroughy

596. Black-headed Grosbea|c.
Habio melanocephald (Swains.) Stejn. 1884.

Not uncommon through British Columbia to the coast; heard 
in the woods at Reveîstoke, B.C., May 26th, 1890; breeding in the 
valley of Pass Creek at Robson, B.C., June, 1890; a female shot 
on May 31st. Only observed a pair, which were breeding, near 
Trail in the summer of 1902. A rare species at Spence’s Bridge, 
B.C.; seen at Hastings and Agassiz in the Fraser River valley, 
where it was not uncommon in May, 1889; abundant at Chilli­
wack in the spring of 1901; a few seen later at McGuire’s a few 
ijHies up the river. (Spreadborough.) A common summer resident 
on Vancouver Island at Victoria and Comox; nests were taken at 
Lost Lake, near Victoria, May 21st, 1S87, they were placed in ' 
the crotches of Pirns rivulatis; at Nanaimo a nest found in 
Prunus emarginata, (Macoun.) Common summer resident of the 
coast region; breeds; arrived about May 1st. (Streator.) A 
summer resident east and west, of the Coast Range. (Fannin.) 
Common summer resident at Chilliwack. (Brooks.) Breeding at 
Agassiz, B.C., May 14th, 1897. (E.F. G. White)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Eleven; three taken, at Trail on the International Boundary, 
B.C., in June, 1902, one at Agassiz, B.C., May 13th, 1889, three 
at Chilliwack, B.C., in May, 1901, two. at Victoria, Vancouver 
Island, June, 1893, and one at Como^ June 20th, 1893, all by Mr. 
Spreadborough. V

One set of three eggs taken at Lost Lake, near Victoria, V.I., in 
May, 1887, by Prof. Macoun.

/
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597. Blue Grosbeak.
. Guiraca ccerulea (Linn.) Swains. 1827.

One specimen shot at Four-mile House, near Halifax, N.S. 
(Dozens.) On the 7th May, 1862, both sexes of this bird were 
noticed at Mille Vaches, lower St. Lawrence, Que., by Mr. 
Peverley, Sr.J they were accompanied in the same tree by the 
little indigo bunting. (Couper in Can. Nat., Vol. VII., 1862.)\ W

CCXI. CYANOSPIZA Baird. 1858.

598. tndigo Bunting.

Cyanospiza cyanea (Linn.) Baird. 1858.
Apparently rare at St. Jy^n, N.B.; but said to be common on 

the western side of Nova Scotia. (Chamberlain.) Have only 
seen one pair at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. That was in June, 
1900. (IV. H. Moore.) Taken at Charlesbourg, near Quebec; 
rather rare m^the vicinity of Quebec. (Dionne.) A common 
summer resident in the Montreal district. Breeds in Mount 
Royal park. I have found their nests with eggs from June 18th 
to July I3th, and observed them here from May nth to August 
13th. ( IVttUle.) • x

A Vnoderately common summer resident around Ottawa. 
(Ottawa Natur/ûist, Vol, V.) A common summer resident in the 
counties of Léeds and Renfrew, where it usually makes its nest 
about the micfale of June in a raspberry ' " ‘ et. ( Rev. C.J. Young.)
A fairly commàn summer resident in t^ie Hj^tricts of Parry Sound 
and Muskoka./lt arrives later than most species. (/. H. Fleming.) 
Common summer resident at Guelph, Oht. (A. B. Klugh.) Com­
mon in all suitable localities both in the western and northern 
extremities of the western peninsula of Ontario. (IV. E. Saunders.) 
A rare ami transient visitant at Penetanguishene, Ont. (A. F. 
Young.)

Bbeeding Notes.—The nests taken <it Ottawa were placed in 
low bushes, and were large for the size of the bird. It is com­
posed of grass, leaves and weed-stalks, lined with fine grass. Eggs 
4 or 5, white, tinged with blue; some eggs are speckled with 
reddish-brown. (G. K. White.) This bird breeds sometimes at
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Ottawa", but more frequently in Montreal in June, also at Lake 
Nominingue, too miles north of Ottawa, in July. Nest in a fork 
in a bush two or three feet from the ground, made of dried leaves 
and lined with fine grass or hairs. Eggs in the set three or four 
of a pale blue colour. (Garncou.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Three; taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun. ,
Two sets of four eggs each, both taken by Mr. W. Raine, one 

at Toronto, June tst, 1889, and one at Stratford, Ont., May 
29th, 1890.

599. Lazuli Bunting.
Cyauospiza anuxna (Say).Baird. 1858.

This species was found in the Bow valley from the foothills at 
Morley upto Banff in the Rockv_ Mountains, but although often 

- seen was'not common in the summer ot“ 1891 ; common at Trail on 
the Columbia and at Cascade in low bushes op the hillsides in 
June a.nd July, 1902; found at Kamloops and Spence’s Bridge, B. 
C. in abundance in June, 1889; two pairs were 1Een at Agassiz on 
May 13th, the same year, one specimen seen at Chilliwack, B.C., 
May 23rd, 1901; shot a female at Comox, Vancouver Island, June 
23rd, 1893, the only one seen; one seen at lake near Victoria, 
Vancouver Island, May 15th, 18S7. (Sprcadborough.) This beauti­

ful bird is abundant between the Coast Range and the Rockies, 
but does not extend further north than Bonaparte River which is 
north of Ashcroft in British Columbia. {Rhoads.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nine; four taken at Trail, B.C., May and June, 1902, three at 
Spence’s Bridge, B.C., May, 1889, one at Kamloops, B.C., June 
23rd, 1889, and one at Comox, Vancouver Island, June 23rd, 1893, 
all bv Mr. Spreadbwough.

CCXII. SPIZA Bonaparte. 1824.

^(',04^ Dickcissel.
#■

Spizd americam (Gmel.) Ridgw. 1880. \
£ince the irruption of this species into eastern and central 

Ontario in 1895, recorded in the Ottnva Naturalist, of that vear
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none have been observed near.London; this species, however, is a 
steadily common breeder in the west, all over the country south 
of Lake St. Clair and becomes less numerous and more southern 
as one comes east; the three nests so far recorded in Ontario 
were all on the ground, though it is often placed higher in the 
prairie states; the four or five blue eggs have a striking œsemblance 
to those of the bluebird. (IV. E.Sautiders) On June 141* 1897,while 
doing some miscellaneous collecting near the big slough at Port­
age la Prairie, Man., a strange bird flushed out of the grass and 
alighted on a fence-post; I immediately secured it and was very 
surprised to discover that I hatl collected a fine male black- 
throated bunting; no others were seen. (Geo. E. Atkinson.) One 
individual taken on Sable Island, N.S„ Sept. 12th, 1902. IJames 
Bouteillier.)

"'museum specimen.

One specimen purchased with the Holman collection in 1885. 

CpClIl^jefALAMOSPIZA Bonaparte.

nos. Lark Bunting, White-winged blackbird.

Calamospiza melauocotys Stejn. 1885.

1838.

The apparent absence of this species from the Red River 
region with its abundance on the Missouri is one of the strong 
marks of difference in the fauna of the two watersheds. It is an 
abundant and characteristic species of the sage-brush country of 
the upper Missouri and extends thence to the Rocky Mountains 
through the Milk River region. The bird israthera late breeder 
unless the eggs found July 9th and 2lst were those of a second 
brood. The eggs are four br five in number, like those of the 
blue bird and normally unmarked, though o< casionally sparsAy 
dotted. Two cow-byxf'sTeggs were fotfiTcINin one of the neSts 
secured. The ne£t is sVink in the c^rbuml so that the brim 
is flush with the surface, Jmd is built of grass and weed-stalks, 
lined with siitoibfr but finer material. (Coues.) A probable summer 
resident of southwestern Manitoba. (Tkompson-Scton.) Occa­
sionally seen east of Crane Lake, but in its neighbourhood they 
were quite common and breeding late in June, 1894. They 
always placed their nests on the ground under sage brush (Arte­
misia cana)\ this they did in all parts of the prairie region where 
thev were found. In 1895 they were found in some numbers at 

/
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12-Mile Lake, near Wood Mountain, Assa., in sage flats; fifty 
miles further west on Frenchman’s River, in sage flats, they were 
again numerous and breeding under sage brush; at East End 
Post, Cypress Hills, Assa^ it was again noticed; also a£ Farewell 
Creek, ar.d lastly at Sijincer Creek, west end of Cypress Hills 
where there was a flomt of over thirty ; they always nested in the 
sage brush and lived in colonies; one individual was shot at Banff, 
Rocky Mountains in May, 1891. (Spreadborough.) I never saw 
this bird in Manitoba but it is not at all scarce in western Assini- 
boia and Alberta. I found its nest at Rush Lake and Crane Lake, 
Assa. It makes its nest in the grass and lays 4 pale blue eggs. 
This species and McCown’s longspur^are two of the sweetest 
songsters on the prairie. (W.Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

One taken at 12-Mile Lake, Assa,., June 6th, 1895, aiu* one 
taken at Crane Lake, Assa., June 10th, 1894, both by Mr. Spread- 
borough.

I Family XLIV. TANAGRIDÆ. TAnagers.

CCXIV. PIRANGA Vieillot. 1807.

607. Louisiana Tanager.
Piranga ludoviciana (Wils.) Richardson. 1837. 0 

Fort Chipweyan, Lake Athabasca, Atha. (Ridgway.) Abun­
dant at Athabasca Landing, 90 miles north of Edmonton, and up 
the, Athabasca to "Lesser Slave River. A few were seen down the 
Athabasca to Fort McMurray, Lat. 56° 40'. m(J. M'. Mncoim.) 
Common from the mouth of Lesser Slave River to Peace River 
Landing, Lat. 56° 15', in June, 1903; first seen May 8th, 1897,31 
Edmonton, Alta.; after this date they became common and soon 
began to breed; common from Edmonton to Yelfowhead Pass jn 
June, 1898; common in the foothills from Calgary to Crow’s 
Nest Pass; not very common at Banff, 1891, but breed in the 

^Bow River valley ÿrom the “ Gap’’ inwards. They are found all 
through the mountains, but seem to be most abundant in the 
Columbia valley both east and west of the Selkirks. Very com­
mon at Revelstoke, Deer Park and Robson, in the Columbia 
valley ; apparently breeding in tall trees as no nests were taken 
although many birds were seen; also taken west of the Eagle

J
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J

Pass in the Gold Range; occasional in woods at Spence’s ^jWidge 
and Kamloops, also at Agassiz and Westminster Junction in 1889; 
abundant at Chilliwack; a few seen at McGuire’s, and two observed 
on the International Boundary at Huntingdon in 1901 ; a common 
summter resident throughout Vancouver Island. (Spreadborougk.) 
Abundant surftmer resident everywhere. (Streator.) An abundant 
summer resident throughout the province ; breeds on Vancouver 
Island and mainland. (Fannin.) Common summer resident at 
Chilliwack. (Brooks.) Fairly abundant and uniformly distributed 
over the coasts, mainland and islands of British Columbia- 
(Rhoads.)

Breeding Notes.—Mr. G. F. Dippie and myself have both 
received eggs and skins of this bird from Red Deer, Alta.; on 
June 3rd, 1898, Mr. Wenman found a nest on the Red Deer River, 
it contained four eggs and was built in a poplar five feet from the 
ground. (II'. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-seven; one taken at Athabasca Landing, Atha., May 29, 
1888, by Mr.J. M. Macoun; three at Edmonton, Alta.,in May, 1897, 
one taken at Canmore, Rocky Mountains, May 25th, 1891, two at 
Banff, ^.ocky Mountains, June, 1891, four at Revelstoke, B.C., in 
May, I$90, two at Deer Park.B.C., June, 1890, three at Trail, B.C., 
May and June, 1902, one at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., May 31st, 1889, 
two/at Agassiz, B.C., May, 1889, five at Chilliwack, B.C., in May, 
190!, two at Huntington, B.C., in September, 1901, and one at 
Copiox, Vancouver Isbtnd, June ,20th, 1893, all taken by Mr. 
Spreadborough.

cos. Scarlet Tanager.
Piranga erythromelas ViEIll. 1819.

A few occur in the spring in Nova Scotia. (Downs.) A very rare 
summer resident in New Brunswick; has been taken at the Grand 
Falls of the St. John. (Chamberlain.) A rare summer visitor at 
Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (IV. H. Moored) Taken at Lorette; 
a rare summer visitor around (Quebec. (Dionne.) A transient, 
visitant, but common around Montreal; I have not seen it in the 
auturfln. ( Wintle.)

Moderately common summer resident at Ottawa. (Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) This handsome bird occasionally breeds near

‘xf
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I

Lansdowne, Qnt., and I suppose in the county of Renfrew, where 
1 have seen it in summer; I'once found a nest in June, 1899, 
built in a bushy second growth maple about seven feet from the 
ground, not far from the Grand Trunk Railway at Lansdowne. 
(Rev. C.J. Young.) A common summer resident in the districts of 
Parry Sound and Muskoka; breeds in hardwood bush. (/. H. 
Fleming.) Not rare in Algonquin Park, Ont. in summer. (Spread- 
borough.) A common summer resilient in Middle ex .and North 
Bruce, Ont. (IV. F. Saunders.) Fairly common summer resident 
at Guelph, Ont.; arrives about May 12th, leaves about September 
15th. (A. B. Klugh.) A common and breeding summer resident
at Penetanguishene, Ont. (A. F. Young.) Not uncommon in 
eastern Manitoba; known to breed on the shores of the, south 
end of Lake Winnipeg; has been seeiT as far west as Qu’Appelle 
in eastern Assiniboia. (Thompson-Seton.)

Breeding Notes.—Nest at Ottawa on the horizontal bough of 
a tree ; it is ft rather large affair, composed of twigs, fibres and 
rootlets, lined with fine grass. 1 ggs, 4, of a dull greenish blue, 
spotted with lilac and brown. (G. R. II kite.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four; two taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun; one 
taken in Algonquin Park, Ont., May 31st, 1900, by Mr. Spread- 
borough; one taken at London, Ont., May 27th, 1888, by Mr. W. 
E. Saunders.

One set of four eggs taken north of|Toronto, May 24th, 1897, 
bv Mr. W. Raine. t

<>10. Summer Tanager.
Piranga rubra (Linn.) Vi ei ll. 1807.

One or two specimens of this species have been taken in the 
spring in Nova Scotia. (Dozens.) On the istand of Grand Manana 
N.B.; one specimen taken in May, 1881. (Batchelder.) A rare 
transient visitant in the district of Montreal. Mr. Kuetzing says 
eight examples of this species have been shot on the island of 
of Montreal. I belieVe I saw one at St. Bruno on May 25th, 1885, 
but it disappeared too quickly to be sure of it. (IVintle.) After 
many years lo cking for its occurence Mr.McIlwraith obtained one 

specimen near Hamilton in May, 1885. [See Birds of Ontario,

V
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page 335.] A few specimens seen at Listowçl, Perth^Co., Ont., 
in the spring of 1892. (IV. L. Kells, in Trans. Can. Inst., Vol. Ill, 
p. 70.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

One specimen t*<en at Scarboro’ Heights near Toronto, by Mr. 
Herring, îrt May, 1890.

One set of four eggs'fttken at Chatham, Ont., July isf, 1897, by 
Mr. \V. Raine.

Family XLV. HIRUNDINIDÆ. Swallows. 

WCCXV. PROGNE Boie. 1826.

<‘>il. Purple Martin.
Prague subis (Linn.) Baird. 1865.

A very rare species in Newfoundland, only one shot at Daniel’s 
Harbour. (Reeks.) A few seen in the spring at Halifax, but 
more common at Windsor, N.S. (Downs.) Common at Truro 
and Amherst, N.S., in the spring of 1901. (C. R. Harte.) A few 
pairs breeding at Brackley Point, Prince Edward Island, June, 1888. 
(Macoun.) Uncommon summer resident at St. John, N.B., but 
quite common at Hampton and Westfield. (Chamberlain.) A 
tolerably common summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., 
N.B. (IV. H. Moore.) Observed at Point du Chene, N.B., where a 
colony occupied a martin’s box in the village. (Brewster.) A 
common summer resident around Quebec. (Dionne.) A common 
sunpuer resident at Montreal; breeds in the city. (Wintle.)

lA common summer resident at Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalisty 
Xo\. V.) This bird breeds readily in bird boxes placed against a 
house as well as under the eaves of buildings and similar places. 
It is common in Leeds, Lanark and Renfrew counties, but seerhs 
to be decreasing in numbers. (Ret>. C.J. Young.) Reported' as 
increasingly common at Bracebridge, and in the settled parts of 
Muskoka by Mr. Tavernier. (J. H. Fleming.) A few breed in 
the cities, and an odd pair in some of the villages around Guelph; 
arrives about May 10th and leaves about August 1st. (A. B. 
Klugh.) A common summer resident at Penetanguishene, Ont. (A. 
F. Young.) Rare summer resident in Manitoba; breeding in pairs 
but seldom in numbers; have been taken breeding on Lake Mani­
toba. (Thompson-Seto.nl) I was rather surprised to fit|d martins
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breeding at Turtle Mountain, on the^gth parallel, having observed 
none at Pembina. (Cones.) First seen at Indian Head, Assa., 
May 24th, 1892, they soon become tolerably common and remain­
ed, breeding in hollow trees; first arrivals at Medicine Hat, A?sa., 
May 16th, 1894, breeding in the river valley in old trees; observed 
two at the crossing of the McLeod River, north of Edmonton,June 
19,1898; tolerably common in the streets at Victoria, Vancouver 
Island ; first seen May 8th, 1893 and on May 28th, 1887; observed 
several in the dead woods north of Peace River, near White Mud 
River, Lat. 56° 20' in June, 1903. (Spreadborough.) Not uncommon 
but local near Prince Albert, Sask.; noted breeding every year in 
great numbers in the dead trees of a willow and poplar thicket 
among marshes. (Coubeaux■■.) Only one specimen, a male taken 
at Victoria, being secured, it is difficult to state if it belongs to the 
eastern or western form. (Rhoads.) Common in the vicinity of 
Vancouver,B.C., and breeding in numbers in 1894. (h. F. G. White.)

Breeding Notes.—I observed this species June 29th, 1886, 
nesting in the city, in a bird house placed on top of a pole erected 
on a shed in rear of St. Joseph Drug Hall, No. 2241, Notre Dame 
street, where they are said to breed twice a year, in the months of 
April and June; I have not noticed the purple martin breeding in 
any other place within the city, but I dare say they do breed in 
other yards where they are encouraged to nest. (Wintlc.) At 
Ottawa this species builds in holes in trees or in boxes in the 
city. The nest is composed of hay, straw, bits of twine and paper; 
lined with feathers; eggs, 4 or 5, pure, glossy white. (G. R. White.) 
Breeds all over central and western Ontario, making its nests in 
holes under the eaves of buildings; in northern Assiniboia it makes 
its nest in holes in trees like the tree swallow; nest taken at York- 
ton, Assa., June 1st, 1901 ; on this day I found a purple martiu 
sitting on five eggs in a hole in an old stub five feet from th^k 
ground; the bird allowed me to lift her off the eggs and I threw 
her into the air and she flew away ; the following day I again 
found her sitting upon the eggs; later I found other nests around 
Crescent Lake. (IV. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS. ' /

Five; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885 ; ont/ 
taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. MactSbiL one taken at 
Indian Head, Assa., May 30th, 1892, and two at M\licine Hat, 
Assa., in May, 1894, by Mr. Spreadborough.
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One set of four eggs taken at St. Thomas, Ont., June 19th, 1898, 
by Mr. Frank L. Farley. ,

CCXVI. PETROCHELIDON Cabanis. 1850.

612. Cliff Swallow.
Petrochelidon lunifrons (Say) Cassin. 1853.

A rare summer migrant in Newfoundland. (Reeks.) Common 
summer resident at Halifax, N.S. (Downs.) Common at Sydney, 
Cape Breton Island, breeding locally. (C. R. Harte.) Abundant 
in some localities, especially at Margaree, Cape Breton Island, 
July, 1898; rather common, flying over the marshes at Brackley 
Point, Prince Edward Island, July, 1888. (Macoun.) A common 
bird on prince Edward Island-; locally distributed and nesting in 
colonies under the eaves of barns and houses. (D\vight.) An 
abundant summer resident in town and country in New Bruns­
wick. (Chamberlain.) A summer resident at Scotch Lake, York, 
Co., N. B. (IV. H. Moorei) I found a stiall colony nesting 
under the eaves of a shed at Port Hawkesbury, Cape Breton 
Island. (Brewster.) Taken at Beauport ; a common summer 
resident around Quebec. (Dionne.) Common summer resident 
at Montreal. Breeds on the Island of Montreal. Observed from 
April 19th to September 4th, 1893. (Wintle.)

Common summer resident at Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. 
V.) Very common in all parts of eastern Ontario. (Rev. C. J. 
Young.) Formerly abundant about London, Ont., but now re­
stricted and found on but very few farms, though when protected 
as many as fifty pairs are yet known to breed on one barn. 
(IV. E. Saunders.) Breeds in large colonies at a few barns in the 
vicinity of Guelph, Ont. Arrives about May 15th, leaves about 
August 17th. (A. B. Klug/t.) An abundant summer resident at
Pcnetanguishene, Ont. (A. F. Young.)

This is the most abundant, generally distributed and character­
istic species of the swallow family throughout the region along 
the 49th parallel from Pembina to the Rocky Mountains. The 
laying season in this latitude is at its height during the second 
and third weeks of June. (Cones.) Very abundant summer 
resident in Manitoba; at Brandon, Fort Ell ice and Shoal Lake, in 
1882, they were breeding in very large numbers, having placed
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their nests under the eaves and gables of barns and houses. 
( Thompson- Seton. )

First observed at Indian Head, Assa., on May 24th, 1892; they 
soon became common and bred in large numbers in suitable 
places ; this species reached Medicine Hat, Assa., May 22nd, 
1894, and immediately began to build new and repair old nests; 
later they were found breeding under the eaves of all the water 
tanks along the Canadian Pacific Railway between Medicine 
Hat and Moose Jaw; at Crane Lake they were particularly-abun- 
dant, building their nests in hundreds under the eaves of the farm 
buildings; no matter how often the nests were knocked down 
they were replaced by others; this species was seen in 1895 from 
Old Wives’ Lakes throughout the whole prairie region across 
Assinaboia by Wood Mountain, Frenchman’s River and the 
Cypress Hills; in Alberta it was abundant along Milk River, 
where it bred in large communities, as well as along Spur Creek, 
Sage Creek and Many Berries Creek; a common species in the 
Bow valley nearly up to Banff in the Rocky Mountains; very 
abundant along the Peace River, Atha., in 1903; first seen at 
Edmonton, Alta., May 13th, 1897; common by the 21st, and 
building their nests by hundreds in the town ; saw a few nesting 
in the cut banks of the rive1rs between Edmonton and the Atha­
basca River in June./T^S. (Sprcadborough.) A large number of 
old nests were noticed between Athabasca Landing and Lesser 
Slave River, Atha./but no birds were seen; we were very likely 
too early in the season. (/. M. Macoun.) First observed on 
May 30th, içoo, then in great numbers, building their nests in 
the town of Prince Albert, Sask. ( Coubeaux.)

In the year 1820 this species was discovered by Major Long 
near the Rocky Mountains, and in the same year Sir John 
Franklin’s party, on the journey from Cumberland House to Fort 
Enterprise, and on the banks of Point Lake in Lat. 65°, where 
its earliest arrival was noted, in the following year, to be June 
12th. Its clustered nests are of frequent occurrence on the 
“ barren grounds,” and they are not uncommon throughout the 
the whole course of the Great Slave and Mackenzie rivers. 
{Richardson) North to Rat River on the Mackenzie ; common. 
{Ross.) In 1856 about one hundred and fifty nests of this species 
were built, for the first time, at Fort Good Hope, on the Mac­
kenzie River, and in 1866 one was seen examining the eaves, of
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the houses at Fort Anderson, but it did not remain. They, 
however, breed in large numbers along the banks of the Lock­
hart and Anderson rivers. (Macfarlane.) This bird from its 
nesting habits is precluded from being a resident on the Arctic 
Coast. It has been taken at Nulato and seems to be common at the 
trading stations along the Yukon. (ATclson.) Common in British 
Columbia, (fjoni.) Common everywhere in the interior; breeds. 
(Streator.) I have only found this bird east of the Coast Range, 
where in some localities along the Cariboo road it is very 
abundant. (Fannin.) Rare at Chilliwack; may breed in the 
vicinity. (Brooks.) Abundant east of the Coast Range in British 
Columbia. (Rhoads.)

This species was common at Log Cabin, June 15th; at Cariboo 
Crossing, Lat. 60', saw a few on June 29th, probably members of 
the small colony breeding on the cliffs of a small island in Tagish 
Lake. We next saw the species near Hootalingua River, July 
19th, and from this point to Dawson in Lat. 64° 15' we fre­
quently met with colonies of varying size, the largest being near i 
White River. Their nests were attached to cliffs bordering the 
river, except at Fort Selkirk where they were breeding under the 
eaves of houses. (Bishop.) 0

Breeding Notes.—The nest of the cliff swallow is built of mud 
and is shaped like a bottle with the neck downward; it is lined witîi 
feathers, grass, leaves, string and bits of rag; eggs 4, white, spot­
ted with reddish brown. (G. R. White.) At Amherst, N.S., the 
birds were common on June 5th, and under the Chignecto 
Ship Canal power house were the remains of many old nests, but 
no new ones ; the watchman said they breed very erratically, some 
years in large numbers, others not at all ; there were no nests 
under the eaves of barns. (C. R. Harte.) A covered nest of mud 
lined inside with grass and feathers, fixed on the outside wall of 
barns and sheds just under the roof ; nests taken at Ottawa and 
Lake Nomininguc, 100 miles north of it ; a first sitting in May 
and a second in July in the usual procedure. (Gameau.)

museum specimens.

Six; one taken at Medicine Hat, Assa., May 25th, 1894, three 
at Banff, Rocky Mountains, June 19th, 1891, two at Spence’s 
Bridge, B.C., in May, 1889, all by Mr. Spreadborough.
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Five sets of eggs; two sets of four each taken at Skull Creek, 
Crane Lake, Assa., June 17th, 1894, by Mr. Spreadborough ; one 
set of four taken at Port Hope, Ont., May 30th, 1900, and another 
set of five taken at Rush Lake, Assa., June 30th, 1893, both by Mr. 
W. Raine; one set of four taken at Port Hope, Ont., June 1st, 1900, 
bv Mr. W. H. Meeking.

CCXVII. HIRUNDO Linn. 1758/

/iii3. Barn Swallow.
Hirundo tfythrogaster fioDD. 1783.

Two specimens are'known to havtAbeen obtained in Greenland; 
one at Fiskenæs about 1830, the other at Ne/fortalik. (Aret. Man.) 
Breeds at Northwest River at the bead of mmilton Inlet, Labra­
dor. (Packard.) A rare- summer migfant at Cowl Head, New­
foundland. (Reeks.) Çdm mon summer resident throughout Nova 
Scotia. (Downs.) Two individuals seen on Sable Island, N.S., 
April 30th, 1902, and one September 16th same year. (James 
Boutei/lier.) Very common at Amherst, N.S., June 5th, 1901 ; 
there were plenty of old nests, but no new ones at thajt date. 
(C. R. Harte.) Rather common on Cape Breton Island, 1898 ; 
common at Brackley Point, Prince Edward Island, 1888. (Macoun.) 
Abundant and generally distributed on Prince Edward Island. 
(Dwight.) Common summerresident through the country around .. 
St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain.) Rare in the Restigouche valley, 
N.B. (Brittain &■ Cox.) Common summer resident at Scotchx 
Lake, York Co., N.B. ‘(IV.M. Moore.) Taken at Beauport; com- , 
mon summed resident around Quebec. (Dionne.) A common 
summer resident at Montreal; breeds on the Island of Montreal ; 
observed he[e from May 19th Jo August 20th. ( Win tie.)

A common and abundant summer resident at Ottawa. (Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) Very common in eastern Ontario. (Rev. C.\ 
J. Young.) An abu'ndanüsummer resident in the P&rry Sound-ami 
Muskoka districts. (/. II. Flenring.) Common in Algonquin 
Pàrk, Ont.; a pair built in the boat-house at Cache Lake, eggs 
hatched on Juh« 1QI1, 1900. (Spreadborough.) Common summer 
resident at Guelph, Ont.; arrives about April 20th, leaves about 
September 5th. (A. B. Ktflgfi.) Afi abundant summer resident at 
Penetanguishene.Ont. (A.F. Young.) On the morning of August 13,

'•■'X
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1901, while 1 was encamped at the mouth of a river on the “ bar­
ren grounds,” about 25 miles south of Cape Eskimo, pn the west 
koast of Hudson Hay, a barn swallow that had evidently been fol­
lowing the course of the stream flew past the camp. When it 
reached the bay it turned southward and soon disappeared from 
sight down the coast. (£. A. Prebits.) I have no note of seeing 
this bird at Pembina, but during July and August they were 
observed at various points along the 49th parallel, nearly to the 
Rocky Mountains. (Coues.) A rare summer visitant in Manitoba, 
but breeding west of the province at Qu’Appelle. (Thompson- 
Seton.) First seen at Indian Head, Assa., on May 24th, 1892, 
they were common in a few days and breed in the vicinity; two 
males were the first arrivals.at Medicine Hat, Assa..May 15th,1894, 
building commenced on May 20th; at Crane Lake 100 miles to the 
east many pairs were breeding in the farm buildings early in June; 
late in the month they were found in old buildings at the east end 
of the Cypress Hills; one nest.was found at Crane Lake, built 
on a stringer of a bridge across a small creek; in 1895 this 
species was seen on the prairie from Old Wives’ Creek by way of 
Wood Mountain arid Frenchman’s River to the south side of the 
Cypress Hills; it was found in all the ravines of the Cypress Hills 
and a nest was taken at Sucker Creek in an old shack; it was also 
found on Spur Creek and- was very common along Milk River, 
St. Mary’s River and Lee's Creek to fhe foothills of the Rocky 
Mountains; two observed at the head of Lesser Slave Lake in 
June, 1903; common from Edmonton to Yellowjhead Pass in June, 
1898 ; occasionally seen in the foothills from Calvary south­
ward to Crow’s Nest Pass in July and August, 1897; a common 
specie») at Banff, Rocky Mountains, breeding in the barns and 
puthouses in the village in June, 1891 ; not Seen in the Columbia 
valley except on the mountains on the west side of Pass Creek 
near Robson, B.C., June 26th,1890; common at Kamloops, Spence’s 
Bridge and Penticton, B.C.; specimens were taken at Westmin­
ster Junction, Agassiz and Hastings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., in 1889; 
abundant at Chilliwack in the spring of 1901; a few seen at 
Huntington, on the International Boundary in September ; an 
abundant summer resident throughout Vancouver Island. 
(Sprcadborough.) An abundant summer resident throughout 
British Columbia. {Fannin.) More plentiful east than west of
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the Coast Rapger'^Zorrf.) Common everywhere; breeds. (Streator.) 
An abundant Summer resident at Chilliwack, Fraser River valley, 
B>i£. (Brooks.) Uniformly abundant throughout British Columbia 
up to 5,000 feet. (Rhoads.) Immense flocks late in the fall at Lulu 
Island in the lower Fraser River, B.C. (E. F. G. White.)

In the Northwest Territories, where the habitations of men are 
few and far between, it inhabits caves; particbkujv in the lime­
stone rocksxtyra it also frequents the outhouses of the trading 
posts. Whep^Fort Franklin was erected, on the shores of Great 
Bear Lake, in the autumn of 1825, we found many nests in the 
ruins of a house that had been abandoned for more than ten years.
At Fort Chipweyan in Lat. 590 the barn swallows arrive regularly f 
about May 15th, and we observed them in the same month at/' 
Fort Good Hope, on the Mackenzie River, in Lat. 67^°. 
(Richardson.) North to tort Resolution on Great Slave Lake; 
rare. (Ross.) A few harp swallows were always found about the 
numerous deserted Indian villages and their nests were frequently 
noticed on the big cedar beams which are the framework of the 
Haida houses on Queen Charlotte Islands. (Osgood.) This bird 
is the most common and widely distributed species of the swal­
low^ throughout the north. In Alaska it is found along the south­
eastern coast, extending thence over nearly the entire Aleutian 
chain, and north along the coast of the mainland to Kotzebue 
Sound, and thence east throughout the territory wherever suit­
able locations occur. (Nelson.) Breeding abundantly about the 
town of Sitka, Alaska, under the eaves of buildings; a few pairs 
found nesting on the cliffs op-the islands out in the bay. This 
swallow was seep almost daily at Cape Blossom, Kotzebue Sound, 
Alaska; the species was seen on the upper Kowak and in the 
delta of that river in June. (Grinnell.) This bird arrives at 
St. Michael about June and as soon as the groj^id is thawed begins 
to build. (Turner.)

Breeding Notes.—The nest of this species is built of mud 
mixed with hay or straw and lined with fine grass and a thick bed 
of feathers. Fggs 5, white, spotted with reddish-brown. (G.R. 
White!) Not nearly so plentiful at Scotch Lake as lunifrons. 
Always building inside buildings. Eggs, from 4 to 6, placed in a 
soft feather-lined nest of mud and hay. Some pairs raise two 
broods in one season in the same nest. One pair abandoned thk
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second brood and went south, September 9th, 1901; the young 
died in the nest. (IV. H. Moore) I was told by missionaries 

#that the swallows nested in the deserted Çskimo igloos, building 
their mud nests against the sides near the roof. On July, 1st, 1899,
I found a barn swallow’s nest built on a hf£am in the house of a 
small river steamer, stranded at the side of Mission Inlet. The 
nest was constructed as usual of a mixture of mud and grasses 
with a lining of finer grass and a large quantity of white ptarmigan 
feathers almost burying the eggs. (Grinnell.) Nests oblong 
and attached to the walls or to the rafters of barns and other 
buildings; or round and placed on the beams. They are made 
of Æud arranged in small pellets formed and mixed with grass and 
hive a lining of feathers and hair. Four to six eggs in the set at 
Çftawa and at Lake Nominingue, 100 miles north of it, in June 
and July. (Gameau.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
<

iMve; one taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun; two 
taken at B mff, Rocky Mountains, in May, 1891, and two at Agas­
si#, B.C., in May, 1889, by Mr. Spreadborough.

Two sets of four and five eggs, respectively taken at Wolfville, 
N.S., June 12th and 14th, 1902, by Mr. H. Tufts.

613a. Alaskan Barn Swallow.
Hirundo erythrogaster unalaschkensis (Gmel.) Palmer. 1899.

A few barn swallows were flying over the marshes of Chilcat 
Inlet, June 1st, 1899; I heaâü they were common at White Pass 
City, June 9th, and we saw two about the buildings at Whjte Pass 
summit, June 10th; at Log Cabin they were common, June 14—20th ; 
a few were noticed at Lake Bennett, June I9~2ist. I refer all 
seen to this sub-species, because all had remarkably long tails. 
(Bishop.) Walking along the hills near the village of St. George 
on May 28th, 1890, with Mr. Ed. Lavender, we saw a swallow 
skimming along the edge of the cliff, catching the flies which the 
warm sun had enticed from the crevices of the rocks. Shortly 
afterwards it flew just over my head while among the hôuses of 
the village. Drs. Noyes and Hereford, who have each spent more 
than ten years on the island, assured me that a swallow was un­
known there, but later in the eveping I had the opportunity of 
showing them the bird on another part of the cliff ; it remained 
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about the village for nearly two weeks; on June 4th, while stancing 
on Black Bluff, St. Paul, I watched a swallow coming in to the 
land and then fly northward up the island;, I found a nest at LVia- 
laska, on August 13th, containing^three large young, a male and * 
two female^, and secured the^'adults also ; the nest is of mud 
held together by grass rootlets ; it is 9 inches wide by 4' inches 

„deep, the cavity k 2^ inches in diameter and 1 % inches deep ; 
grass rootlets encircle the cavity, which is well lined with gull and 
raven feathers; it was buih\in a large cavity, almost a cave, of a 
rock on a hillside, and Aras pTaeed on the slightly sloping face of 
the back portion, aboin-its-<fentre; a slight inequality of the rock 
face was sufficient to hold it in place ; to enter the cavity the 
birds had to fly to the face of the rock and then dip downward 
between the rock and many tall plants, which effectually hid the 
opening; I saw no others. (Palmer.) x

CCXVIII. TACHYCINETA Cabanis. 1850.

Hi4. Tree Swallow.
Tachy cine ta bicolor (Vieill.) Cab. 1850.

Common at Big Island in the Koksoak River near Fort Chimo 
where it breeds abundantly; abundant throughout the-ziorthern 
portions of Labrador. (Packard) A very common summer 
migrant at Cow Head, Newfoundland. (Reeks.) A common sum­
mer resident at Halifax, N.S. (Dozens.) A common summer 
resident at Sydney, Cape Breton Island. (C. R.'Harte.) Rather 
common in many parts of Cape Breton Island, N.S., 1898 ; com­
mon at Brackley Point, Prince Edward Island, June, 1883. (Ma- 
conn.) Fairly common, nesting in old woodpecker holes and 
clearings, crevices about barns and the hollow ends of rails com­
posing the zig-zag fences so common on Prince Edward Island. 
(Dwight.) Common summer resident at St. John, N.B. (Chamber­
lain) A tolerably common resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., 
N.B. (IV. H. Moore) Rare in the Restigouche valley, N.B.; only 
seen in the vicinity'bi,settlements. (Brittain & Cox.) On July 
9th two were seen at Fox Bay, Anticosti. (Brewster) A comnWn 
Summer resident around Quebec. (Dionne) An abundant sum­
mer resident at Montreal; breeds in the city and in Mount Royal 
Park; I have found their/iests containing eggs, from Ma> ?oth to 
June 2nd, and young birds in nests to July 14th ; oJ>aclTul h*/t 
from April 7th to September 13th. ( Win tie.) /

V

y



H

CATALOGUE OF CANADIAN BIRDS. 547

common and abundant summer resident at Ottawa. (Ottawa 
Naturalist, VolWt) Very common in eastern Ontario; this species 
is the first swallow to arrive in the spring and consequently being 
the earliest to breed. {Rev. C. J. Young.) Abundant summer 
resident in the Parry Sound and Muskoka districts; I have met 
with them nesting in deserted woodpecker holes. (/. H. Fleming) 
Two pairs were breeding at Gâche Lake, Algonquin Park, Ont. in 
June, 1900, one pair in an old woodpecker’s nest in a telegraph 
pole, theather pair in a hole in a tree the shore of the lake; 
a few observedVm Moose River ; cornWon at Moose Factory, 
James Bay ; none seen further north. (Spreadborough.) Formerly 
quite common at London, Ont., but now much less so ; fully as 
numerous in north Bruce as near London/f although this bird 
departs from the vicinity of London about August 20th to 25thS* 
yet on September 20th, 1900, I saw about, 50 circling over the 
marshes at Point Pelee, so that it evidently travels very slowly 
for the first stage of its journey. (IV. E. Saunders.) Common 
summer resident at Guelph, Ont.; arrives about April 14th and 
leaves about August iBthy^/L B. Klugh.) A few seen on lower 

j/ Red Hiver, June 15th, iqpl, and two at Norway House, June 19th; 
common between Norway House and Oxford House, and many 
nests were observed^m deserted holes of woodpeckers, in trees at 
the water’s edge, June 23rd to 30th ; common also at Oxford 
House and noted on Steel River, July 9th; on our return through 
their haunts early in September we saw none. (E. A. P ebles.) 
York Factory, Hudson Bay. (Dr. R. Bellj)

Only observed at Pembina on the 49th parallel where it was 
breeding in small numbers about the fort. (Coue.\.) Common 
summer residerfQkf wooded parts of Manitoba; on July 17th went 
to White Ho?se>Hill ; found a large colony of white-breasted 
swallows nesting in old woodpecker’s holes, with which the timber 
is riddled; this is the largest colony I have seen ; it numbers per­
haps 20 pairs; nearly all of these settlements that I have noted 
have been close to a sheet of water. (Thompson-Seton.) First 
seen at Indian Head, April 8th, 1892 ; they became common by 
May 19th, but a few remained to breed as they were seen as late 
as June 24th; only two specimens observed at Crane Lake in 1894 
and none at Medicine Hat ; a few specimens were observed at 
Waterton Lake, close to Chief Mountain in August, 1895; observ­
ed from the mouth of Lesser Slave River to Peace River Landing,

/
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Lat. 56° 15', June, 1903; first seen at Edmonton, Alta., April 30th, 
1897, breeding in trees late in May, found a nest in a hole in a 
baisant poplar stub about 12 feet’from the ground;, nest made of 
a little^ fine grass, lined with feathers; seen from Edmonton to 
Jasper House, breeding in holes in trees in June, 1898. (Spread- 
borough)

Abundant every year and breeding in great numbers through­
out southern .Saskatchewan. (Coubeaux) While on a moose 
hunt, about 20 miles above Chemawawin, I saw apparently thou­
sands of these birds on a few dead trees standing out in the marsh. 
Some of those trees were so crowded by the perching swallows 
that there seemed literally to be no more room. (Nutting) A 
few specimens were seen between Athabasca Landing and Lesser 
Slave River; a few individuals at north end of Methve Portage; 
about half a dozen birds on Isle à la Crosse Lake. (J.M. Macoun) 
This neat and handsome bird frequents the wooded districts up 
to Lat. 6o°, making its nest of dried grass and feathers in hollow 
trees. (Richardson.) North to Fort Good Hope, Mackenzie 
River. (Ross) Breeding in trees at Canmore^ within the Rocky 
Mountains, in June, 1891; not uncommon at Revelstoke, on the 
Columbia, B.C., in April, 1890; breeding in the old trees in the 
river valley; common and breeding at Trail and Penticton, B.C., 
in June, 1902 and 1903; common at Kamloops and Spence’s 
Bridge, Agassiz and Hastings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., 1889; abun­
dant at Chilliwack, B.C., in spring, nesting in holes in trees. 
(Spreadborough) More common east than west of Coast Range. 
(Lord.'' Common summer reside|t in the coas^region; breeds. 
(Streator) Province at large; abundant. (Fannin) Abundant 
summer resident at Chilliwack,B.C. (Brooks) Uniformly abundant 
throughout British Columbia up to 5,000 feet. (Rhoads) Com­
mon at Donald, B.C.; and at Vancouver and Victoria in 1894. 
(£. F. G. White)

Heeding commonly in old woodpecker holes in the tall dead 
firs at the foot of the mountain back of Sitka, Alaska. (Gtinnell.) 
I sa\fr>several at Skagway, May 31st, and over the Chilcat marshes 
June 1st. Others were seen at Cariboo Crossing, B.C.; others at 
Lake Marsh and several at Miles Cafion; others again at\Fort 

.Selkirk, Yukon district, entering an old dead tree. (Bishop.) This 
species has even a wider range than the barn swallow though not 
breeding so far to the north owing to its nesting in holes in
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banks and in trees. {Nelson.) On several occasions I saw this 
swallow flitting about the buildipgs at St. Michael during the 
months of August and early September. {Turner.)

Breeding Notes.—The sudden disappearance of a swallow as 
it alighted on a fence was almost startling until I learned that in 
some deep hollow decayed out of the heart of an unsplit rail was 
a very cosy nest of grass and feathers. It was impossible to dis­
lodge the birds that wefe sometimes out of arm’s reach, but 
several nests examined the last week in June contained young. 
I have never found this species nesting in such a location before. 
{Dwight.) This species builds its nest generally in holes in trees 
io to 30 feet from the ground. The nest is made of fine soft 
grass, well lined with feathers and down. Eggs 5, pure white. 
{G. R. White) From May to July is the nesting time for this 
species at Scotch Lake, N.B. The nests are placed in hollow 
fence poles or in old woodpecker nests. The nests are beauti­
fully made of feathers and contain from 3 to 6 eggs. When the 
nest is in a hollow pole the sitting bird has a way of spreading 
itself so that only dark feathers show, when a person looks in at 
the nest, so that sometimes a person cannot tell if the bird be on 
the nest or not. {W. H. Moore.) A nest of grass and feathers 
built in a deserted woodpecker’s nest; it may be in arty hole in 
tree or fence post around Ottawa where they breed in numbers. 
The four or five eggs are laid in May and June. {Gameau.)

MUSEUM SPEC1ME

Thirteen ; two taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun; 
one*taken at Athabasca Landing, Atha., May 24th, ^888, by Mr. 
J. M. Macoun; two taken at Indian Head, Assa., in May,’ 1892 ; 
two at Edfnonton, Alta., May 10th, 1897, four at Revelstoke, B.C., 
in May, 1890, one at Agassiz, B.C., May 17th, 1889, and one at 
Port Moody, B.C., April 29th, 1889, gll by Mr. Spreadborough.

Two sets of eggs; one of six taken at Wolfville, N.S., June 5th, 
1894, by Mr. H. Tufts ; one set of three eggs taken at Ottawa, by 
Dr. Ja4i*es Fletcher.

<'ir>. Violet-green Swallow.
Tackycin^a thalassina lepida (Mearns) A.O.U. Comm. 1902. 

Observed only on one occasion, June 26th, on the upper 
Missouri, near Quaking Ash River. {Cones.) (A corymon species
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at Banff, Rocky Mountains, breeding in cliffs at Canmore, June, 
1H91; a large colony was found along the Wait-a-bit which flows 
into the Columbia at Donald, H.C.; not seen at Rcvelstokc, but 
shot in the Eagle l’ass a little to the west ; quite common at Deer 
Park and Robson ill the Columbia valley, breeding in large num­
bers in the cliffs; observed a few at Henry House, Athabasca 
Pass in July, 1898 ; first seen April 9th, 1903, common by the 
17th at Penticton, south of Lake Okanagan; abundant around the 
cascade at Spence's Bridge and at Yale, B.C., May, 1889; a few 
were observed at Chilliwack, B.C., in the spring of 1901 ; first seen 
near Victoria, Vancouver Island, April 8th, 1893 ; by May 10th 
they were very abundant ; later in the season they were found 
breeding at Sooke, Nanaimo and Comox. (Sf>rc<idf>otvngh.) Com­
mon in British Columbia, (ford.) Found only at Ashcroft ; 
breeds. (Smator.) An abundant summer resident throughout the 
province, (Fannin.) Common ; may breed in the vicinity of 
Chilliwack. (Brvois.) Uniformly distributed throughout British 
Columbia up to 7000 feet. (Rhoads.) Common at Donald, 
Columbia River ; very common at the mouth of Nicola River, B. 
C.; ami in Stanley Park, Vancouver, B.C. (A. F. G. IVhùe.)

We saw a single male among flocks of bank swallows flying 
over Fifty/mile River above Miles Gallon, July nth, 1899, and 
another between White Horse Rapids and Lake Lebarge. In 
July 1 took a male from several that we saw near Hootalinqua 
River and at the Semenow Hills, July 20th, Osgood secured a 
female, finding her nest with (our young in a crevice in the cliff ; 
after this we saw colonies of from six to ten individuals anti one 
near White River that must have contained over fifty ; they were 
nesting about the cliffs as a rule, but several times we saw them 
enter litres in banks similar to those of the bank swallow, while 
at Fort Selkirk they were nesting in the interstices between the 
logs of the cabins ; we often met with small colonies until we 
were within 15 miles of Circle City, Alaska. (Fishop.)

MUSEUM SI-ECIMIfNS.

Thirteen; four taken at Deer Park, Columbia River, B.C., in 
June. 1S90. one at Revelstoke, B.C.. May 25th.1S90.four at Spence’s 
Bridge, B.C., in May, 1889, and four at Victoria, Vancouver Island, 
April and May, 1893, all by Mr. Spreadborough.
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"'X CCXIX. RIPARIA Forster. 1817.
616. Batpk Swallow.

Riparia riparia (Linn.) Shark & Wyatt. 1894.

A pair said to have been seen on Melville Island, June 9th, 
1820, by Parry. (Arct. Man.) Audubon states that it rarely 
begins to breed before June and lays only" once; said to be plen­
tiful on the south shore of Labrador. {Packard.) Not common, 
but few seen throughout the trip from Moose Factory across 
Ungava to the forks of the Koksoak above Fort Chimo on Aug- 
24th, 1896. (Spreadborough.) Very rare at Cow Head, Newfound­
land, but said to be common about the Hay of St. George. (Reeks.)

Not found at Halifax, N.S., but plentiful 'about the shores of 
the Bay of Fundy. (I'ozvns.) Not rare in certain localities along 
Bras d’Or, Cape Breton Island, 1898; rather common at Bracklcy 
Point, Prince Edward Island, July, 1888. (Macoun.) I perhaps 
do this species an injustice when I say that it is outnumbered by* 
the Savanna sparrow and the junco. I saw colonics of hundreds 
at several points along the coast, and as every bluff is crowned by 
a layer of sand and much of the coast is a continuous bluff the 
species have unrivalled opportunities for nesting places. 
(Dwight.) A common summer resident at St. John, N.B. 
(Chamberlain.) An abundant summer resident in suitable locali­
ties at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (IV. H. Moored) A small 
colony was found at the mouth of the Kedgwick, Restigouche 
valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.) Tolerably common on the Mag­
dalen Islands; breeding on Grindstone Island. (Bishop.) We 
met with this species frequently in the Gulf of St. Lawrence but 
only observed two Ineediiig stations, one at Grand Entry Island 
in thé Magdalens anti the other at Gaspé, Que. (Brewster.) 
Summer resident arounc] Quebec. (Dionne.) A common summer 
resident at Montreal. A small colony of these birds used to breed 
in the bank above the high level reservoir in Mount Royal park, 
but they deserted the place in 1885; another large colony used to 
breed in the sand pits at Hochelaga, where I have observed them 
burrowing May 12th. (Wintle.)

A common and abundant summer resident at Ottawa. (Ottawa 
Naturalist, V«L--^.) Very common* iri eastern Ontario. (Rev. 
C.J. Young.) An abundant sumjner resident in the Parry Sound
and Muskoka districts. (/. H. Fleming.) Not common in Al-

♦ f
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gonquin Park, Ont. A few seen breeding in a bank at Whitefish 
Lake. (Spreadborough.) Abundant where suitable breeding 
places are, even sometimes in thousands in the cli(fs along Lake 
Erie. These birds always make an oval hole for nesting about 
i Yi inches by 2X. and from one to three feet in length. (IV. E. 
Saunders.) A fairly common summer resident at Guelph, Ont. (A. 
B.Klugh.) An abundant summer resident at Penetanguishine, Ont. 
(A. F. Young.)

A small colony was foqnd on Red River, a few miles below 
Winnipeg, June 14th, 1901, and a large one in a high clay 
bank on the shore of Oxford Lake, near Oxford House, June 
30th. Several colonies were seen on Hayes River, a few miles 
above York Factory. (E. A. Prebles.) This species was found 
everywhere along the 49th parallel where there were cut banks 
suitable for breeding sites for the digging of holes in which the 
nests are constructed. (Coues.) A somewhat common summer 
resident in Manitoba. They excavate their nests in the banks of 
the Assiniboine and Qu’Appelle, and breed in colonies. (Thomp- 
son-Seton.) First individual was Seen at Indian Head, Assa., May 
30th, 1892, after this time they became common, they must breed 
near here as they were seen in numbers up to June 27th when I 
left; very common on Skull Creek, near Crane Lake, Assa., they 
reached there June nth and began breeding in the cut banks of 
the creek; dug out two nests, but only obtained three eggs, one 
in one nest and two in the other; one was seen later in the 
.month at the east end of the Cypress Hills; in 1895 this species 
was first noticed at Old Wives’ Creek, Assa., and afterwards on 
the prairie wherever there were cut-banks to Frenchman’s River; 
it was also seen on the prairie at the west en^of the Cypress 
Hills; later it was found to be abundant along the Milk River, 
St. Mary’s River and Lee's Creek, almost to the Rocky Moun­
tains ; first seen at Edmonton, Alta.,'May 8th, 1897; breeding in 
the rivet bank below the lower ferry by May 22nd; common from 
Lesser Slave Lake to Pçace River Landing, Lat. 56° 15', in June, 
1903; breeding in the banks of Bragg’s Creek, about 40 miles 
southwest of Calgary, June 25th; breeding in the cut banks of the 
Bow River, below Banff, in the Rocky Mountains, in June, 1891; 
abundant at Kamloops, B.C., 1889; a flock was seen in the Eagle 
Pass, 5 miles west of Revelstoke, May 13th, 1890, but none in the 
Columbia valleys breeding in numbers in the bank of the Colum-
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bia just below Trail, B.C.in June, 1902; observed first at Penticton, 
B.C., April 24th, 1903; they only stayed a few days when they 
disappeared. (Spreadborough.)

Very abundant on the Athabasca River between Lesser Slave 
River and Fort McMurray, Lat. 56° 40', first noticed June 1st; not 
rare up the Clearwater River to Methye Postage; a few birds on 
Deep River near' Isle-à-la-Crosse. (/. M. Macoun.) This species 
is very widely distributed in the Northwest Territories and thous­
ands were observed fluttering at the mouths of their burrows near 
the mouth of the Mackenzie River in L^t. 68°, on July 4th ; they 
are equally numerous in all other localities suited for burrowing. 
{Richardson) North to Fort Simpson on 4he Mackenzie River ; 
abundant. {Ross.) This species is to be met with in considerable 
numbers during the season of nidification ; it builds its nests in 
holes in sandy or clay banks on Anderson River. {Macfarlane.) 
Scarce atXhilliwack; may breed in vicinity. {Brooks.)

Along the Arctiç coast, as well as the shores of Behring Sea, 
this is an extremely rare visitant, oortfring merely as a\traggler, 
during its migrations; on the river coprses of the interior, however, 
it is one of the most abundant, if not the most abundant species 
of swallow. {Nelson.) These swallows are but occasional 
visitors to the vicinity of St. Michael, where it was only observed 
during the middle of the summer season. {Turner.) More plenti­
ful east than west of the Coast Range. {Lord.) Found breeding 
alongpthe Thompson River at Ashcroft and more abundantly at 
Kamloops, B-.C. {Rhoads.) The bank swallow was very common 
all along the Kowak River, Kotzebue Sound, Alaska, from the 
delta to Hotham Inlet, eastward; on our trip up the Kowak from 
August 12th to 19th, 1898, many colonies of the nesting burrows 
were observed in the sandy river thanks. (Grinnell.) We found a 
small colony nesting at^he northern end of Lake Tagish, July 1st, 
and a larger one on the west shore of Lake Marsh, but we were 
entirely unprepared for the great abundance of them on Fifty- 
mile River above Miles Caflon. There, almost every bank was 
honeycombed with their holes ; along the rest of the Yukon to 
Circle City in Alaska, August 1st; after this their presence was 
only manifested by their deserted holes. {Bishop.) Very abund­
ant at Dawson, Yukon district, Lat. 64° 15', breeding in clay 
banks, July 19th, 1902. {Mqcoun.)
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Breeding Notes.—On June 5th, 1902, there was a severe and 
very cold storm, and at one colony the birds evidently crowded 
into the partially completed burrows for shelter, to such an extent 
that those at the end were crushed or smothered to death; almost 
every burrow had three or four dead birds, rammed hard against 
the end; one hole had six, jammed into a mass which held together 
so strongly I was able to drag it out by pulling on one wing; some 
hples contained but one bird, and in these cases the little bodies 
were not so badly jammed; one of these solitary corpses proved 
to be that of a barn swallow ; I presume these single birds died 
from the cold as doubtless had the several found on the ground 
at the foot of the bank ; altogether some 30 or 40 swallows perish­
ed in this colony. (C. R. Harte.) Nests'abundantly in cut banks 
of islands and gravel banks ; the nest is at the end of a double 
mouthedjtunnel and is composed of a few dried grasses ; the eggs 
are three, pure white and the shells are exceedingly thin. (W. H- 
Moore.) Nests dug in sandy banks to a [depth of three or four 
feet and lined with grass and feathers ; they breed in colonies in 
suitable places near Ottawa; the set is five eggs', laid in May and 
June. (Garneau.) ' ^

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four; one taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun; one 
taken at Indian Head, Assa.,in May, 1892; one at Canmore,Rocky 
Mountains, May 29th, 1891, and one at Kamloops, B.C., June 29th, 
1889, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

Three sets of eggs; one of five taken at Black Rapids, Rideaux 
River, Ont., June, 1894, by Mr. O. Klotz; one of four taken near 
Toronto and received from Mr. W. Raine, and one set of five, 
taken at Pine Hill Creek, Alta., July 15th, 1900, by Mr. W. 
Thorburn.

CCXX. STELGIDOPTERYX Baird. 1858.

617. Rough-winged Swallow.
Stelgidopteryx serripennis (Aud.) Baird. 1858.

I have a specimen taken at Toronto. This species is probably 
overlooked in our neighbourhood. (/. H. Fleming.) Common 
along the streams and rivers of Middlesex county, Ont. Data are 
lacking for other points in the west of the province. I have been
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unable to ascertain that this bird ever excavates its own nesting 
holes. Certainly it often uses old kingfisher holes and sometimes 
a cavity in a brick wall. The holes are not less than three inches 
in the smallest diameter, and the nests have been found at all 
depths. Sometimes they are visible from [the outside and at 
others 40 inches from the outside. The nests are bulky and 
made of straws, weed-stems, roots and small sticks, and are 
usually lined with green willow leaves, but have not so far been 
found with a feather lining as is usually the case with the bank 
swallow. The eggs are larger than those of that species, and are 
in sets of 6 or 7, while the bank swallow lays 4 or 5 and some­
times 6. (W. E. Saunders.)

A specimen of this bird, taken near Winnipeg by Mr. Hine, is 
in the Manitoba museum. (Thompson-Seton.' Found breeding 
at Canmorc within the Rocky Mountains in June, 1891; shot at 
Revelstoke, B.C., May 6th, 1890; breeding in the cut banks of the 
Columbia in many places; large numbers were nesting at Robson 
in July, 1890; breeding in numbers in a bank on Trail.Creek, B.C., 
in June, 1902; seen for only a few days at Penticton in 1903; 
common at Kamloops and Spence’s Bridge; also breeding in a 
steep bank near Vancouver, B.C., and at Port Moody, Burrard 
Inlet, and at Port Heney, on the Fraser River; common at Chil­
liwack, in the spring of 1901; a common summer resident on Van­
couver Island, breeding at Coldstream and Shawanagin Lake; 
also in holes by the sea shore at Comox and Sooke. (Spread- 
borough1.) Much more plentiful east than west of the Coast Range. 
(Lord.) Common throughout the province; breeds. (Streator.) 
Common all over the province; breeds in the banks at Beacon 
Hill, Victoria. (Fannin.) Common summer resident at Chilli­
wack. (Brooks.) Not common in British Columbia, but of the 
same distribution as the barn swallow. (Rhoads.) Common at 
Revelstoke, Salmon Arm and Agassiz and breeding in the Sea 
Bird Bluffs near Vancouver, B.C., in May, 1897. (E. F. G. White.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Eight; three taken at Revelstoke, B.C., in May, 1890; one at 
Robson, on the Columbia River, June 26th, 1890; two at Trail, 
B.C., in May, 1902; two at Port Heney, Fraser River, B.C., April, 
1889, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

v (
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One set of six eggs taken at Masonville, Middlesex Co., Ont. 
June 30th, 1897, by Mr. J. E. Ke»A. »

Family XLVI. AMPÉLIDÆ. Waxwings.

CCXXI. AMPELIS Linnæus. 1766.

618. Bohemian Waxwing.
' .1

Ampelisgarrulus Einn. 1766.
A flocl$. appeared at the Three-mile House, near Halifax, N.S., 

in the winter of 1864-5, but none have been seen since up to the 
time of writing. (Downs*) «Some winters quite plentiful at St. 
Stephen', N.B. (Chamberlain,J Observed in winter at Harvey, 
York Co., N.B.; rare. (IV. H. Moore.) Taken jit Lorette; a 
winter migrant at Quebec. (Dionne.) A rare winter visitant at 
Montreal. I have not seen them myself andno reCent 
record of their occurrence in the vicinity of Montreal. (Wintle.)

A winter visitor. It is now many years since this bird has 
^ited us m large .numbers. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) But 
seldom met with in' the county of Leeds, in eastern Ontario. One 
winter I saw two of them sittihg on a rail fence and quite tame. 
On June 14th, 1899, I found a nest in a rough, rocky part of the 
country near Charleston Lake, Leeds Co., that f attributed to this 
species. It was built in a crotch of a soft maple that grew in a 
wet swampy place. The nest contained two eggs, measuring no 
x 70 and 0 94 x 68. They are noticably larger, than any cedar 
bird I ever saw. They are of the same ground colour, but spar­
ingly spotted with round black spots. The nest Was a firm, sub­
stantial structure, quite deep and buitf of rootlets, twigs and 
fibres; not of grass and straws as most of the cedar birds have 
been that I have seen. (Rev. C.J. Young.) Occurs rarely in the 
Barry Sound and Muskoka districts in winter. Only visits Toronto 
occasionally. When it does so it keeps well in the centre of the 
city. A flock stayed on Wellesley St. a few winters ago and 
could often be seen cleaning themselves in the snow on some 
sloping roof or else feeding on the rowan berries that hung bver 
the sidewalk. (/. H. Fleming.) About 18th February, 1895, 
Toronto was favoured by a visit, in considerable force, of these 
beautiful northern birds. While here they fed chiefly on the 
berries of the mountain ash, and on 20th March I noticed num-

• > 
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bers of them fly down to a pool of snow water in Queen’s Park to 
drink and bathe or rather splash themselves. I saw four on 14th 
Dec., iSgs^ape on 5th March, 1896, with a flock of A. cedrorum; 
and on 3isr Dec., 1896, I saw a fine male taken from a 
small flock jttpt north of the city. A few remained with*)us till
late in April, and on the 16th of this month I saw them in the
tall elms in University grounds, ■ having changed their habits 
entirely, for they were chasing every luckless winged insect that 
came in sight, and snapping their bills mtjch after the manner 
of the flycatchers. Mr. Percival Tujner writes me that he saw ^ 
a small flock in .the English Church yard at Belleville on 6th 
February, 1900. (/. Hughes-Samuel.)

Three were observed by Mr. Alfred E. Prebles in the stunted 
spruce woods near Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay, on July 25th, 
1901. Mr. J. B/Tyrrell speak? of seeing a flock “in a grove of 
birch trees-Tfear the shore of Vheitaga Lake, on their breeding 
grounds.” This lake is situated about 300 miles slightly north of 
Wst of Fort Churchill. (E. A. Prebles.) A tolerably common 
wintéf resident in Manitoba. (Thompson-Seton.) An uncommon 
straggler near Prince Albert, Sask.; shot once only, but twice 
noted in the spring of 1895. (Coubeaux.) One specimen of this
species in first plumage was shot on the mountain side adjoining 
Chief Mountain Lake (Waterton Lake) at an altitude of about 
4,200 feet in thick coniferous woods, where it was in company 

* with numbers of Ampelis cedryrum. x Being taken on August 19th . 
it was evidently in its summer home. (Coues.) One specimen 
seen at Medicine Hat, Assa., April nth, 1894, and another on the 
14th of the same month; a common species at Canmore, Rocky 
Mountains, in May, 189L but no nests were seen. [In 1885, 
the writer shot young birds, on June 27th, at the same place, and 
had no doubt about nests being in the spruce woods that then 
filled the valley.] I believe that a colony, or more than'one, of 
these birds exists on the eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains, 
and doubtless,are permanent residents; saw a large flock on Lake 
Mountain, east of the Columbia River, on thejnternational Boun­
dary, B.C., Nov. 3rd, 1902; saw three near the summit of the Rocky 
Mountains in the Athabasca Pass, July nth, 1898; also a flock of 
about fifty on the Brazeau River, September 24th, said to stay in 
the Mountains all winter. (Spreadborough.) TWs elegant bijrd has 
only lately been detected in America, having Been discovered in
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the spring of 1826 near the sources of the Athabasca River by Mr. 
Drummond, and by myself the same season at Great Bear Lake, in 
Lat. 65°; it appears in great flocks at Great Bear Lake about the 
24th May, when it feeds bn the berries of the alpine arbutus and 
marsh vaccinium ; it stays only a few days ; none of the Indians 
knew where it nests, but I have reason to believe that it is in the 
mountain limestone districts in Lat. 67° or 68°. (Richardson.) I 
have been informed by Mr. John Hope, a resident at Fort Frank­
lin on Great Bear Lake that these birds build in numbers in the 
vicinity; but'so high up on the trees that the eggs are very diffi­
cult to obtain ; a specimen wÂ shot at Fort Liard in February 
which leads me to believe that it is a winter resident, (/toss.) 
An egg and nest of this bird were found in a pine tree on the 
Anderson River in 1861 in about Lat. 68°. Several skins were 
obtained at ort Anderson in 1862, but the most careful search 
failed to produce any nests. (Mac/arlane.) Shot only east of the 
Coast Range. (Lord) A resident chiefly east of Coast Range 
and Rocky Mountain district ; a rare winter visitor on Vancouver 
Island. (Fannin.) Abundant in some winters in Chilliwack and 
entirely absent in others ; abundant at Lake Okanagan, B.C. in 
the winter of 1897-98, but less so the next winter; breeds. (Brooks.) 
Say numbers of large flocks up the Columbia from Golden, B.C., 
December, 17th, 1899 > ant* numbers up the Nicola, February 23rd, 
1898. (E. F. G. White.)

On August 20th, 1899,*the day we/arrived at our winter camp 
on the Kowak, Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, I saw a flock of 50 wax- 
wings in a bunch of spruce trees, but none afterwards. (Grinnell) 
There is no record of this bird’s occurrence anywhere along the 
shores of Behring Sea on the arctic ; in the interior, however, it 
is rather common, and specimens were brought to me from Nulato 
and Fort Reliance on the Yukon ; the only examples we have 
(from Alaska) of the waxwing’s nest and eggs were taken bv 
Kennicott at Fort Reliance, Yukon, on 4th July, 1861. (Nelson.) 
This bird'is only an occasional visitor to the coast ; specimens 
were obtained from Nulato and Fort Yukon. (Turner.) We saw 
several on Six-mile River, July 1st; tw-o at Lake Marsh, July 7th ; 
one on Fifty-mile River, July 10th; two pairs at Miles Cation, July 
nth; and later they were seen in pairs and families at many points 
on the Yukon to near Circle City ; the last were seen August 12th;

r
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the birds that we collected had been feeding on the purple berries 
of some unidentified plant. (Bishop.)

Thy plant referred to above was likely the bog blueberry (Vac­
cinia m uliginosum) which was"" abundant on mossy slopes and 
sphagnum flats between Dawson aucK Selkirk. Berries ripe at 
Dawson, Lat. 64° 15', July 10th, 1902. (Macoun.)

Breeding Notes.—Breeding from 158-Mile House northward; 
I arrived at Quesnel too late for eggs, but kept a sharp lookout 
for waxwings the following spring at 158-Mile House ; I first 
noticed them there on nth June, when I came across a small 
flock and shot one which proved on dissection to be a female 
about to lay. On returning to the same spot I found ^the wax- 
wings, consisting of a colony of five pairs of birds, still there, and 
sijjrtjF discovered a nest in a Murray pine, near the end of a limb 
and about 25 feet up; this then (12th June) contained two eggs ; 
ort the 15th I took this set, which then consisted of four eggs ; 
the nést was loose and bulky, composed of Usnea moss, dry grass 
and weed stems, and lined with line material, with a few green 
aspen leaves in the lining, no doqbt to render the egg-; less con­
spicuous; on the 26th June 1 carefully looked over all the trees in 
the neighbourhood with my binocular, and found three more 
nests, all in t,all Douglas fir trees; two of these I was able to climb 
to; each contained four eggs within a few days of hatching ; the 
nests were similar to the first but without the green aspen leaves, 
probably due to the fact that the nests were better concealed 
front above; I was unable to reach the fourth nest, n<^r could I 
find that of the remaining pair of birds. {Brooks.) Early in June, 
1S93, I saw and heard this bird chattering in the woods on the 
slopes y Squaw Mountain at ^Banff in the Rockies; my guide 
informed me he had several times seen its nest late in July ; 1 
offered him a good price for a set of eggs and sure enough he 
succeeded in finding a nest and four eggs on July 30th, 1893; this 
nest is composed of fine twigs, roots and grass and was built 20 
feet up in a spruce tree; on July 13th,S1894, he found a nest and 
five eggs, also built in a spruce tree top, while on July 22nd, 1897, 
he found another nest and four eggs, again built in thJP top of a 
low spruce tree, and secured one of the birds. (IV. Koine.)

J MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
Ten specimens; three taken at Can more, Rocky Mountains in 

in ne, 1885, By Prof. Macoun; four tax en at Banff, Rocky Môun- 
10
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tains and two at Medicine Hat, Assa., by Mr. Spftadborough ;
one at Hurrard InleTTB.C., by Mr. John Fannin.

». »

619. Cedar Waxwing, Cherry Bird.

» Ampelis cedrorftm (Vieill.) Gray. 1846.
One specimen obtained August 26th, i860, at Moose Factory 

by Drexler. (Packard.) Saw a flock of about 30 on'’Moose
River June 2nd, 1896; common at Moose Factory, June 13th; 
none observed further north. (Spreadborough.) A common sum­
mer resident at Sydney, Cape Breton Island, N.SJ (C. R. Hat tel) 
Common summer resident at Halifax, N.S. (Downs.) A flock of 
ten seen in Amherst, N.S., March fst, 1899. (Morrell.) A small flock 
of these birds reached Sable Island,^!?., June 7th, 1902, and an­
other in September of the same year. (James Bouteillier.) Seen at 
Mount Stewart, Prince Edward Island,July nth, 1888. (Macoun.) 
Seen now and again on Prince Edwafd Island, but not common. 
A few observed at Baddeck, Cap£ Breton Island, (Dwight.) A' 
common summer resident at St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain.) 
ToleraJwcommon summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Go.,. 
N.B.j^Kfcing in orchards ai^l conWers. (W. H. Moore.) RaYe 
at I^J^Mistassini, Que. (J. M. Macoun.) Common in burnt 

-places, Rrstigouche valley, N.B. (Brittain dr Cox.) A common 
summer resident ardjhpd Quebec. (Dionne.) Permanent resident 
and.abundant at Montreal* Breeds in the city and in Mount 
Royal park. I have found their nests with eggs from June 13th 
to August 27th. During the winter months flocks of these birds 
appear in the city to feed on the berries of the mountain ash trees. 
(Win tie) '

Common summer residential Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist. 
Vol. V.) A Common .species along the St. Lawrence below 
Kingston, Ont. (Re7'. C.J. Young) A common summer resident 
in the districts of Parr/Sound and Muskoka. Usually nesting 
along the «^iks of streams. (J. H. Fleming.) Abundant at 
Gâche Lake, Algonquin Park, Ont. (Spreadborough.) Common 
but very v-rfStk^iround London, Ont. Sometimes seen in-winter, 
and nyfre often in flocks in earl^ spring but the breeders arrive 
here/bout May 6th. This is an ^average date of arrival for l£L 
yea/s. Seems to hold its own in spite of its frequent fade at the 

)hands of the owners of stolen cherries. (IV. E. Saunders.) Com-X X

,. 4
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mon summer resident at Guelph, Ont. 4lArrives about May 29th, 
and leaves about §ept. 26th. (A. B. Klugh.) A common and breed­
ing summer ^resident at Penetanguishene, Ont. (A .F. Young.) 
Recorded by Baird from Mo^se Factory, at the foot of James 
Bay, where it was collected by Drexler on Aug. 26th, i860. 
Walton Hayden took specimens at the same place in 1881. (F. 
A. Prebles.)

Not seen at Pembina, but found at various other points along 
the 49th parallel, and ascertained to be particularly abundant in 
the Rocky Mountains., (Cokes.) A common summer resident of, 
woodlands in Manitoba. [On July 22nd, 1884, at Portage la 
Prairie, found a nest of a cedar bird in the woods near the river.. 
It was placed on the branch of a low oak, and was mflch the same 
as a specimen taken in the eastern provinces. It contained two 
fresh eggs, from whiçh I infer that the species is a very late 
nester here. {Thompson-Seton.) Three individuals were seen at

i
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Isle à I9 Crosse. (/. M. Maconn) This species is more southern 
in its habits than the Bohemian chatterer, and does not pass 
north of Lat. 540 as far as my observations go. Mr. Drummond 
obtained specimens on the Saskatchewan plains on 27th June, 
1827. (Richardson.) Common on Vancouver Island and along 
the Fraser and Columbia rivers. {Lord.) Common wherever 
there is an abundant food supply ; breeds. {Streator.) A com­
mon summer resident throughout the provide. {Fanning Tol­
erably common summer resident at Ojhifliwack. Not observed 
at 158-Mile House, B.C., but found breeding at Quesnel, further 

he north, where it evidently laid its eggs later than the larger 
species. {Brooks.) A common species in British Columbia, and 
as erratic in presence and abundance as its eastern counterpart. 
{Rhoads.) Large flocks were seen at Seymour Creek, BtC., July 
12th, 1891 ; other large flocks on Sumas prairie, Octobi r loth, 
1894, and others agarçi on Sea Island in the Fraser River, B.C. 
(£./■. G. White.)

Breeding Notes.—I have often seen the nest in an apple tree 
in an orcbtird, occasionally in a hemlock, and frequently in a 
young mairie; it is not usually built very high up in the tree, gen­
erally from to to 15 feet, but I have seen it as low down as five 
feet and as high as twenty. This bird is, with the exception of 
the goldfinch and the field sparrow, our latest builder; I have seen 
the nest with fresh eggs late in July, and never èarlier than the 
18th of June ; it is built'of straws, grass stalks and wood, and 
lined with hair and feathers; in this respect it presented a marked 
contrast to the nest I found at Charleston Lake, Leeds Co., and 
from the size of the eggs and location attributed to the last 
species; eggs of the cedar bird vary considerably. {Rev. C. J. 
Young) ^

At Ottawa this species builds in bushes or trees, generally in a 
crotch or saddled on a limb, a nest composed of twigs, bark, leaves 
and rootlets ; lined with fine grass, hair and wool; eggs 4, slate 
blue, spotted and blotched with brownish-black. \{G. R. White.) 
Nests built in all kinds of trees, never very high up, and made of 
various materials, such as twigs, grasses, rootlets, leaves, plant- 
down, wool and hairs ; four to six eggs are laid in June, July and 
August, near Ottawa and at Lake Nominingue 100 miles north of 
it. {Garncau.)

C
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MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Thirteen; two taken at Ottawa by Mr. G. R. White; one at Ot­
tawa by Prof. Macoun; one at London, Ont., by Mr. W. E. Saund­
ers; one at Carberry, Manitoba, by Mr. E. Thompson-Seton ; one 
at Indian Head, Assa., two at Banff, Rocky Mountains, one at* 
Trail, B.C., two at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., and two at Huntington,

' B.C., all by Mr. Spreadborough.
One set of four eggs taken at Ottawa, Ont.

) Family XLVII. LANIIDÆ. Shrikes.

CCXXII. LANIUS Linnæus. 1758.

($‘21. Northern Shrike.
Lanins borealis Vieill. 1807.

Not common at^'ort Chimo, Labrador; breeds there ; young 
fciken by the hand mid unable to fly, June 30th, 1884 ; said to be 
common in the southern portion of Labrador. {Packard.) A 
young female was taken at Lake Melville, eastern Labrador, July 
29th, 1891. {Norton.) One observed at Moose Factory, June9th, 
1896; also one at Seal Lake, Labrador, July 24th; apparently rare.
(Spreadborough.) Rather rare in Newfoundland and may breed.

* (Reeks.) Rare in Nova Scotia in winter, only single specimens 
seen. (Downs.) One individual seen on Sable Island, N.S., in 
November, 1902 (James Bouteillier.) Seen at Sydney, Cape 
Breton Island,on March 8th, and April 13th and 20th, 1902. (C.
R. Harte.) An uncommon fall and winter visitant at St. John, N.B, 
(Chamberlain.) A rare, permanent resident at Scotch Lake, York 
Co., N.B. ; possibly breeds. (IV. H. Moore.) Taken at Beauport ; 
resident in Quebec. (Dionne.) A common winter visitant at Mon­
treal ; observed here from October 20th to April nth, and I 
believe I saw one as late as May 23rd, 1891, at Côte St. Antoine, 
on the mountain side. (IVintle.)

Moderately comfcion winter resident around Ottawa. (Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.)^X few of these birds are met with in eastern 
Ontario in fall or winStr; I have seen it in the county of Leeds as 
early as October and I ale into the spring; it rarely breeds here; I 
have only met with the nest twice,once in Quebec, a nest contain­
ing seven eggs on the 2211a April, and once in thecountyof Leeds 
in a tall thorn bush amongwoods; this bird frequents the neigh-
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bourhood of villages in winter ; I have a stuffed specimen t^at 
was caught in the village of Lansdowne, Ont., having flown against 
a window in an attempt to get at a canary that was kept in a cage 
inside. (Riv.C.J. Young.) A not uncommon winter resident in 
Parry Sound and Muskoka districts ; I have met them at Sand 
Lake in October, 1899. (/. H. Fleming.) A few reach us every 
fall at Toronto and spend the winter with us; paying great atten­
tion to Passer domesticus. On the 29th October, 1896, I watched 
one for upwards of 30 minutes chasing a bat which had been 
driven from an old shed; the actions of the shrike were most 
quaint, as each time he approached the bat beseemed to hesitate 
to seize it—even granted th^at he could do so ; at last the shrike 
concluded to leave the unganny object alone and to seek some 
more genial repast. (/. Jrughes-Samuel.) An occasional winter 
visitant at Penetanguishtne, Ont. (A. F. Young.)

Two specimens were taken at Fort Churchill, where the birds 
were rather common July 23rd to 30th, 1901, and one was taken 
and another noted near Painted Stone Portage on September 14th. 
(E. A. Trebles.) Taken at York/Factory, Hudson Bay. (Dr. R. 
Bell.) Taken at P'ort ChurchiwLl-Iudson Bay. (Clarke.)

A tplerably common $pring\ncV-fall visitant in Manitoba. 
(Thompson-Selon.) Very common and regular summer visitor, 
breeding throughout theVlistrict around Prince Albert, Sask. 
(Coubeaux.) An individual seen at Fort McMurray, Lat. 56° 40'. 
(J. M. Macoun.) This is by no means an uncommon bird in the 
wooded districts of the Northwest Territories up to Lat. 6o°, if 
not further north. It is most frequent on the banks of the Sas­
katchewan where it is usually seen on the borders of the pljtins, or 
in the vicinity of a lake, perched upon a tree. (Richardson.) North 
to Fort Good Hope on the Mackenzie River; not rare.. (Ross.) 
A nest of this species containing six eggs was obtained at Fort 
Anderson on I ith June, 1863, afterwards another nest was obtained 
more to the north on the Anderson River. (MacJarlane.) This 
species arrives at Indian Head, Assa., in March, or before, and 
although they became tolerably common in April, all were gone by 
the2lst of that month; only two pairs were seen at Revelstoke, 
B.C., in April, 1890; none were seen at Banff the next year, so that 
it seems to be rare in the Rocky Mountains; one seen at Sumas 
prairie, Fraser River valley, October 4th, 1901; rather rare on 
Vancouver Island. (Spreadborongh.) Tolerably abundant in British
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Columbia. {Lord.) Seen only on Vancouver Island where two 
immature females were taken in September, 1899. {Streator.) 
The province at large; nowhere common; a few are found 
throughout the winter on the coast." {Fannin.) Common winter 
visitant at Chilliwack. Tolerably common at Lake Okanagan, 
B.C., in winter. {Brooks.)

The only specimen of this bird from southeastern Alaska was 
obtained at Fort Kenai, Cook’s Inlet, 19th May, 1869; over the 
entire portion of the territory from Behring Sea, east to the British 
boundary, and north to the Alaskan Mountains, it is a resident, 
rather common some places but nowhere abundant. {Nelson.) 
This species is found throughout the Yukon district ; it is a resid­
ent, breeding wherever found in summer. {Turner.)

An -Immature bird in the brown plumage was shot at Hope, 
Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, September, 1900; several others were seen 
at Homer. {Osgood.) During the fall of 1899, this .bird (un utus) 
was met with in the Kowak valley, Cook’s Inlet, Alaska. {GrinneU.) 
Two specimens were taken at Homer on September 15th, 1901. 
Several shrikes were seen on Kenai Mountains, Alaska, just above 
the edge of the timber line. They were found in pairs during 
the entire summer and no doubt breed there. {Chaptnanl)

Breeding Notes.—I have only met with this shrike nesting at 
Toronto once. I took a nest on May 28th, 1887; it contained five 
eggs and was situated quite conspicuously on the horizontal 
branch of a maple near the end and about 15 feet from the ground. 
The nest was bulky, the outside of sticks and strings with a few 
bright labels from meat tins worked in ; the lining was of cow 
hair and felt; the nest was much larger than the white-rumped 
shrike builds. (/. H. Fleming.) At Ottawa I have taken its nest 
in a low cedar tree. The nest was composed of sticks, strips of bark, 
grass anti some soft vegetable matter, lined with grass. Kggs 4, 
greenish-gray, very thickly spotted with reddish-brown and 
purplish. {G. R. White.) I met with these birds breeding some 
years ago near the St. Lawrence River. This was in a large 
rough field where thorn bushes had grown up among some half- 
grown elms. On turning to my notes written at the time, I find 
the nest I met with was nearly finished on the 17th April when 
there was still a great deal of ice in the river and snow in places 
two feet deep. It was about six feet from the ground and built
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in the thickest part of the bush. I visited the nest again on 26th 
April when it contained 7 eggs. Incubation had commenced. The 
old birds were wild and kept away from the nest. The latter was 
compact and very firm, built tvith thorns and sticks outside, and 
lined with grass, bits of rag, hair and feathers. These eggs are 
like the other shrikes, but are larger and want the zone at the 
large end. Though I have often seen the bird since in the 
winter and early spring, I never met with another nest. {Rev. 
C. J. Young.) On June nth, 1901, at Crescent Lake, Assa., I 
came açross a nest and 6 eggs of the northern shrike, and secured 
the parent bird. The nest was built in a fire^killfrtl willow at the 
edge of a bluff looking out over the prairie and built about five 
feet from the ground. The nest is a fine specimen, well built, 
about 9 inches in diameter, and composed externally of twigs and 
willow leaves. The centre is deep and well felted with down and 
animal’s fur, and the eggs are larger than those of the white- 
rumped shrike. I have another „large well-built nest and 6 eggs 
that Mr. Wenman took at Spotted Lake, northern Alberta on 
June 7th, 1897. This nest was also built in a willow 7 feet from 
the ground^, (IF. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Ten; four taken at Ottawa by Prof, and W. T. Macoun; four 
taken at Indian Head, Assa., and two at Revelstoke, H.C . by Mr. 
Spreadboroijgh.

One set or eggs takeif at Lansdowne, Ont., by Rev. C. J. Young, 
April 24th, 189^

f>226. Migrant Shrikfe.

Lanins ludovicianus migrons Palmer. 1898.
A rare summer resident at Scotch Lajce, York Co , N.B.; it 

bred here in 1900; have seen five young with one pair of adults. 
(IT. H. Moore.) This bi 1 d ns sometimes seen in Quebec. {Lionne.) 
A common summer resident at Montreal; breeds within the 
city limits. {Wintle.) A rare summer resident at Ottawa. 
(Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) This bird appears to be more com­
mon or at any rate has been noticed more during the last two 
years in the neighbourhood of Ottawa. During August and Sept­
ember, 1903, I saw several pairs and their young in March town­
ship, and saw one pair building their nest near Janeville on the

\
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Rideau river, in April, 1903. On April the 6th, 1904, saw the first 
pair for this year, and on April thé 18th, saw five pairs along the 
Rideau,between Cumming’s and Billing’sBrid^V, have always found 
them in pairs and have not as yet seen nfore than two adults 
together. April the 21st saw a pair onyRockliffe rifle range. 
(E. F. G. White.) This form is very c/mmon along the St. 
Lawrence in eastern Ontario ; it breeds ion Wolfe Island and 
about Kingston, also Frontenac and eastward through Leeds, 
Lanark and to the limit of Ontario; I did not meet with it in the 
county of Renfrew; it breeds'in a thorn bush early in April and 
usually lays six eggs about April 19th ; the nest is large and 
strong placed from five to ten feet from the ground. (Rev. C J. 
Voutig.) Reported as common at Beaumaris, Muskoka district by 
Mr. Tavernier. (/. H. Fleming.) Fairly common in former years 
but less so now; still it will be found every mile or two along the 

} country roads ; leaves us early in the fall ; September 18th being 
the date of the latest observations; extends into the Bruce penin­
sula where it is not common; raises two broods annually. (W. E. 
Saunders.) This was a common summer resident at Guelph, Ont., 
a few years ago, but has been decreasing in numbers for the past 
three years ; this year (1903) it was very scarce; arrives about 
March 26th, and leaves about August 18th. (A. B. Kluyh.)

Breeding Notes.—I took a nest of this bird containing one egg, 
May 20th,1883, at Hochelaga, which was built in a thorn tree ; 1 
visited the same place the following month, June 3rd, and found 
another n st built by the same species in a thorn bush close to 
the first, but someone had lodged a big stone in this nest; I also 
fou' d a nest of this species May 24th, 1888, at Laprairie, built in 
a bush ^longdde the railroad track, and saw a shrike close to the 
nest; I found another nest of this shrike May 30th, 1891, at Hoche­
laga, built in a thorn tree, containing two eggs, incubated, and 
June 6th, 1891, Mr. Inglis found two fresh eggs of this bird in 
what appeared to be an old nest, near the same place. (Wintie.) 
1 have found this bird to be the çommon species of shrike in 
eastern Ontario, for the most part keeping along the St. Lawrence, 
apparently not going further north than the county of Lanark; at 
least I have never seen it in northern Frontenac or in Renfrew 
county. It is a summer migrant arriving early in April; I have 
seen it as early as the 4th and commonly by the 17th; the nest is 
commenced about the end of April and usually contains the com-

V
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im­

plement of eggs by the first week in May. If the first nest is des­
troyed a second nest is built and eggs are laid towards the end of 
May; I have frequently met with the nests; they are common 
about Lansdowne, Ont., on Wolfe Island and in the vicinity of 
Kingston; one nest I found built in a thorn bush about three feet 
from the ground, was completed on 29th April; on the 4th May it 
contained five eggs, speckled and zoned and smaller than the 
eggs of L. borealis. , The old birds were very tame and did not 
behave in the same way as those of the other species, which latter 
kept far off and perched high up in the trees; there were no large 
trees jiear this nest May 6th, a nest in a similar location contain­
ing four fresh eggs ; birds were very tame, allowing of my ap- 
proacl^within a few feet; April 3rd, 1890, I saw a pair of mig­
rant shrikes, and on the 28th found the nest in a thorn bush, 
containing seven eggs; on the 7th May found another nest with 
five eggs, incubated, built so low' in the thorn bush that I could 
look into it when standing on the ground. April 18th, 1892, I 
found a migrant shrike’s nest in a thorn bush in a pasture 
field, which on the 29th contained six eggs; May 2nd, 1898, found 
a migrant shrike’s nest in a thorn bush with six fresh eggs ; 
April 6th, 1899, I saw a pair of migrant shrikes, and their 
nest on the 29th April with six eggs, built as usual in a thorn tree 
in a pasture field and no great height from the ground ; I could 
refer to perhaps twenty other instances of this bird breeding as 
above in thorn bushes in pasture fields the last vffcek of April or 
first week in May. (Rev. C.J. Young.) This bird begins its nest 
around Ottawa in April and lays five, six or seven eggs; this 
nest is bpilt in thorn trees or bushes from four to ten feet high, 
and is composed of branches, rootlets and strings, with woolly 
lining untifédto feathers and hairs. (Gameau.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Three specimens; one taktyj at Scotch Lake, N.B.byMr. W.H. 
Moore, in 1902; two at Ottawa, April 21st, 1902, by Mr. E. F. G. 
White.

One set of seven eggs taken at Port Hope, Ont., by Mr. W. H. 
Meeking. Nest in a thorn bush 5^ feet from the ground, com­
posed of rootlets, grass and hairs. '

-f-
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632a. White-rumped Shrike.
569

Lanins ludovuianus cxcubitoridcs (Swains.) Coves. 1872.
This is the characteristic species of the whole region along the 

-49th parallel from Pembina to the Rocky Mountains. At Turtle 
Mountain during the last week in July I found a family of these 
birds in an isolated clump of bushes. The young, four in number, 
had just left the nest, which was discovered in the crotch of a 
bilsh five or six feet from the ground. The nest proper rested 

«.upon a bulky mass of interlaced twigs; it was composed of some 
white weed (Anaphalis margaritacca) that grow abundantly in the 
vicinity, matted together with strips of fibrous bark. (Cones.)

I

Common summer resident of half-wooded districts in Manitoba. 
Breeding freely at Carberry, Shell River and Qu’Appelle. 
(Tompson-Se/on.) First seen at Indian Head, Assa., on May 16th, 
1892, they were never common; a few breed there, as they were 
seen up to the end of June; first seen at Medicine Hat, Assa., on 
May 14th, 1894, later they became common and doubtless bred 
in the river valley; apparently breeding near Pend d’Oreille on the 
Milk River, Alta., July 10th, 1895; observed a pair on May 18th. 
1897, at Edmonton, Alta., building a nest in a clump of willows. 
I unfortunately shot the female ; nest nearly finished, composed 
of weeds. (Spreadborough.) This is a more southern bird than 
Lomus borealis and does not seem to advance further north than 
Lat. 540. Its habits are precisely similar to the other, and its food, 
which was grasshoppers, the same. They are nuriterous on the 
plains. Mr. Drummond found a nest in a willow bush, in the 
beginning of June, which was built of twigs of Artemisia and dried 
grass and lined with feathers. (Richardson.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

^Four; two taken at Indian Head, Assa., in May, 1892, and two 
at Edmonton, Alta., in May, 1897, by Mr. Spreadborough.

' «226. California Shrike-
1 Mains ludovicianus gambeli Ridgw." 1887.

One taken in April, 1888, at Chilliwack, Fraser River valley, 
B.C., 1888. ^ (Brooks.) This specimen is referred here on the 
authority of Mr. VV. Brewster.
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Family XLVIII. VIREONIDÆ. Vireos.

CCXXIII. VIREO Vi elliot. 1807.

(>‘24. Red-eyed Vireo.
Vireo olivactus (Linn.) Bonap. 1826.

One spécimen received in Copenhagen from Greenland in 1844. 
(Arc/. Man.) Very abundant all down the Moose Rjver; not 
observed further north than Moose Factory. (Spreadborough.)
A common summer resident at Halifax, N.S. (Downs!) One 
individual seen on Sable Island, N. S., on September 30th, and 
one on October 8th, 1902. (James Bouteillier.) f,Many old 
nests noticed at Sydney, Cape Breton Island. First seen . 
May 18th, 1902. (C. R. Harte.) Observed at Baddeck arid Mar- 
garee, Cape Breton Island, July, 1898 ; in woods, Union Road, 
Prince Edward Island, July 5th, 1888. (Macoun.) A common 
and in a few localities abundant bird, here as elsewhere a tireless 
songster. It prefers deciduous trees, particularly large maples. 
(Dwight.) Common summer resident in the interior of New 
Brunswick, but only seen at St. John in the migrations. (Cham­
berlain.) Com niton summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., 
N.B. (IV. H. Moore!) Common in Restigouche valley, N.B. 
(Brittain & Cox.) Taken at Beauport; not rare around Quebect 
(Dionne.) An abundant summer resident around Montreal. 
Breeds in the city and in Mount Royal park; I have found nests 
from June 6th to August 13th, and observed them Mere from ' 
May Ilth to October 6th. (Wintie.)

A common and abundant summer resident around Ottawa. 
(Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) A common summer resident in 
eastern Ontario. (Rev. C. J. Young.)' A very common summer 
resident in Parry Sound and Muskoka districts of Ontario. (/. H. 
Fleming.) Abundant everywhere in Algonquin.Park, Ont.; a pair 
nested in a mountain ash near the buildings at Câchc Lake; the 
nest is made chiefly of birch bark. I watched them building, 
they always stqpped work as soon as the sun was well up. It 
seemed to get too warm for them as the tree was in the open;.

% very abundant all down the Moose River; not observed further 
north than fytoose Factory. (Spreadborough.) Very common 
summer resident at Guelph, Ont. Arrives about May 10th Aid 
leaves about September 23rd. (A. B. Klugli!) A common sum- ■
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nier resident; breeds in the hardwood woods; nests are quite 
common at Penetanguishene. (A. F. Young.)

Abundant about Lake Winnipeg, at Norway House, and 
between Norway House and Oxford House. In the vicinity of 
Oxford House its song wac heard almost continually. After 
leaving that point we heart' nothing more of the bird. (E. A. 
Prebles.) Abundant at Pembina, where it was breeding in June 
and aga/n on the upper Missouri. (Cones.) Abundant summer 
resident of woodlands in Manitoba, and breeds in suitable places. 
In July, 1883, a nest was taken which contained one bird ready to 
fly, another half grown and an egg which was near being hatched. 
The nest was composed outwardly of wasp-nest paper. (Thompson- 
Scton.) Abundant at GrandvRapids of Saskatchewan. Breeding at 
Chemawawin. One of the most conspicuous songsters in the 
country. (Nutting.) First noted at the Grand Rapids of the Atha­
basca; common down the river to Fort Me Murray; common up 
the Clearwater to Methye Portage; very common between 
Methye Lake and Isle à la Crosse. (J. M. Macoun) This species 
was shot at Cumberland House, on the Saskatchewan, 2nd June, 
1827. (Richardson.) North to Fort Simpson, on the Mackenzie 
River; rare. (Ross.) First seen at Indian Head, Assa., June 7th, 
1892; soon after they became common, and began A3 breed; the 
first arrivals at Medicine Hat, Assa., were on May 19th, they never 
became common before I left for Crane Lake; a pair seen at Old 
Wives’Creek, Assa., May 29th, 1895; another pair seen at Medicine 
Lodge, on Rocky Creek, south of Wood Mountain, June 14th, 
1895; first seen May 13th, 1897, at Edmonton, Alta., on June 3rd 
found a nest in a small alder treçabout ten feet from the ground, 
the nest had three of its own and one cowbird’s egg; common 
from Lesser Slave Lake to Peace River Landing, Lat. 56° 15', in 
June, 1903; common -from Edmonton to Athabasca Pass ; 
also in the valley of McLennan River, B.C., in June, 1898 ; 
seen in the Crow’s Nest Pass, July 29th; rather scarce at 
Banff, Rocky Mountains in June, 1891, breeding in the Bow 
valley; breeding in the Columbia River valley at Robson in June, 
1890, nest in the fork of a tall shrub; quite common near the 
InternationalWi&ttmdary, between Trail and Kettle River, B.C., in 
the summer oA iqoz^een and heard at Kamloops and Agassiz, 
B.C., May, i88gt common at Chilliwack in the spring of 1902, and 
seen along thA river later in the summer. (Spreadborough.)
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Commoji at Ashcroft and abundant at Ducks. (Streator.) The 
most abundant vireo both east and west of the Cgast Range in 
B.C. {Brooks.) East of the Coast Range this species is com­
monly distributed, and a few were found at Lake La Hache, 
B.C. {Rhoads.) : j

Breeding Notes.—A nest taken My me was a neat cup sus­
pended by the brim in the embrace of a forked twig. It was 
built of strips of bark, pine needles, pieces of wasp*s nests and 
paper. Apparently agglutinated with the saliva of the bird, and 
lined with grass. ,Eggs 3 to 5, pure white, marked with fine dark 
reddish-brown spots toward the larger end. {C. R. White.) This 
species lays two or three eggs during June in its swinging nest 
which is generally placed in a sapling maple. A few nests have 
been found in conifers. {W. H. Moore.) This species builds a 
suspended nest, cup-shaped, the brim attached to a small hori­
zontal fork at the end of a branch, from two to thirty feet front 
life ground, The nest/K made of strips of thin flexible bark, 
the outside ornamented with the white bark of the birch, and the 
inside lined with/nair-like roots, fine leaves or very small twigs. 
Nesting season in June. Three or four eggs are laid. Nests 
taken at Ottawa and at Lake Nom'iningue- ICO miles north of 
Ottawa. {Garneau.) ,

'jf MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seventeen; one purchased with tjie Holman collection in 1885; 
five taken at Ottavya by Prof. Macoun; two taken at Ottawa by 
Dr. F. A. Saunders in August, 1890; x>ne taken at London, Ont., on 
May 121h, ‘1885, by Mr. W. E. Saunders; one taken at Banff, 
Rocky Mountains, June 18th, 1891, two at.Edmonton, Alta., May 
2lst, 1897, dne at Robson, B.C., June 20th, 1890, two at Trail, B.C., 
June, 1902, one at Kamloops, B.C.. June 19th, 1889, and one at 
Chilliwack, B.C., May 2nd, 1901, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

Three sets of eggs.; one of four eggs, taken at Edmonton, Alta., 
June 3rd, L897. one °f four vggs at Trail, B.C., June r21h, 1902. 
botfl by Mr. W. Spreadborough; one of three eggs at Robson, 
B.C., June 24th, 1890, by Prof. Macoun.
625. Yellow-Green Vireo.

Vireo flavoviridis (Cass.) Baird. 1858.
One specimen of this special* was taken at Godbout in May 

1883, by Mr. Comeau. {Dionne.)

\ ✓

1
i
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<>26. Philadelphia Vireo.
Vireophiladelphicus (Cass.) Baird. 1858.

One individual obtained from Moose Factory, James Bay, June 
snd, i86or by Drexler. (Packard.) A rare summer visitor around 
Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) I have met with this bird 
two or three times. Once L found the nest close to Lansdowne 
station in Leeds Co., Ont. This was in June, 1896. It was built 
in a bush of Spircea salicifolia, was prehensile like the other vireo’s 
but not so neatly or closely constructed. It contained one vireo’s 
egg and t\yo cowbird’s. The egg is identical with, but smaller 
than that,of the red-eyed.. This nest was in a damp pasture field 
where there were swampy places overgrown with alders and 
Spiraa. (Rev. C. J. Young.) A not uncommon bird in the Parry 
Sound district. I believe they breed "hs they are always paired 
by the middle of May. (J. H. Fleming.) This bird so closely 
resembles others of its family that it is difficult to decide as to 
its relative abundance at Toronto. I seldom fail to see one or 
more specimens each season. (J. Hughes-Samuel.) A regular 
migrant, though never yet found to be common. Two or three 
are all that any one observer, will usually note in one migration. 
(IV. E. Saunders.) Seen as a passing migrant at Guelph, Ont. 
(A. B. Klugh.) : x

A peculiar song heard on Hill River, Keewatin, July 8th, was 
probably the song of this species, but I was unable to secure the 
bird. (E. A. Prebles.) Although only two specimens were tfken 
it undoubtedly breeds about Penfbina^on the 49th parallel, in^the 
heavy timber of the river bottoms, but I Ay as not so fortunate as 
to discover its nest, a circumstance the more to be regretted, 
since neither the nest nor eggs have yet come to light. (Cones.) 
Summer resident of thickets in Manitoba; nest found on Duck 
Mountain: (Thompson-Seton.) Not uncommon and breeding at 
Edmonton, Alta., in May, 1897. Not observed in any other 
locality west of Manitoba. (Spreadborough.)

6 Breeding Notes.—On June 9th, 1884, near Fort Pelly,on the 
upper Assiniboine, I found a vireo nesting in a small bluff of poplar 
and willow ; the chosen site was in the twigs Of a w'illow softie 10 
feet from the ground; the nest was the usual suspended cup formed 
of fine grass and strips of birch bark; on the ground immediately 
below it was ano^ier nest of precisely the same make and ma-
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terials ; intending to take thi?*fvith me on my return I hiing it in 
the tree, but when I came back I found it on the ground, it was 
again hung as beforehand again thrown down, although it had 
been firmly attached to a twig; this happened several times so 
that there was little doubt that it was the vireo’s doing, but why?
1 cannot imagine, On June 13th; the vireo began to sit on her 
four eggs; I shot her and found her to correspond"exac^y with 
Coues" description of philadelphicus, except that the yellow on the' 
breast A'as quite bright; the egjgs closely resembled tTiose/of -tlve 
red-eved vireo, but were destroyed by an unfortunate accident 
before they were accurately fneasured. {Thompson-Scton.) At 
Crescent Lake, Assa., June nth, 1901, I found the nest and four 
eggs of this species tfpest of fine strips of bark, grass and fine

tree; at Long,Lake, Jllanitob^, onroots, built in a pop Jupe, Ma
12th, 1894, I found a nest and four eggs of this species suspended 
to the branch of a willow six feet from the ground. (IV. Raine.)

V MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Three takenTn May and June, 1897, at Edmonton,, Alta, 
Mr. W. Sprçadborough. . % 4

<>27. Warbling Vireo

by

Vireo gilvus (Vieill.) Bonap. 1838. v 
A common summer resident at Halifax, N.S. (Doivns) Not 

uncommon at Calais on the boundary of New Brunswick. 
(1Chamberlain.) A rare visitant in summer at Quebec. (Dionne.) 
A scarce transient visitant at Montreal; I Jjave met with only two 
specimens of this species which I toofkon Montreal Island. (Wintlc) 

An abundant summer resident around Ottawa- (OttawaNatura­
list, Vol. V.) A common summer resident,, nesting high up in 
maple and elm trees in'eastern Ontario. (Rev. C. J. Young.) I 
have taken this species several times, at Emsdale, Muskoka dis­
trict in May; Mr. Tavernier has taken the species at Beaumaris, 
Muskoka. \(J. H. Renting.) Abundant along the'city streets in 
London, Ont.; but somewhat lessen in the country; eggs usually 
four, but sometimes only three,- nests always high up,' not less 
than 25 feet, from the ground, while the red-eyed vireo seldom 
builds highet than eig(ht feet and usually less; the male bird takes 
his share of the work M incubating and sinks freely whi\e sitting. 
(IV. E. Saunders.) Common summer residtVit at Guelph, Ont.;
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prefers city shade trees and orchards to tfife bush ; arrives about * 
May 8th\ leaves about September 20th. (À. B. Klugh.) Observed 
in abuqdahce at Pembina, on the 49th parallel, and again found at 
the opposite-extremity of the line, the spedrmen captufed in the 
Rocky Mountains, being probably the slight variety swainsoni ; 
at Pembina the warbling vireo was in full song and breeding in 
June; a nest found on the 11th of that month was empty; but in 
this latitude few of the small insectivoi^u^birds appear to Jay be­
fore the third week in J^ne. (Coues.) Summer resident of wood: 
lands in Manitoba; common on the south slope of Riding Moun­
tain and west side bf Duck Mountain. (Thompson-Seton.) First- 
seen at Indian Head, Assa., June 6th, 1892, aftef this date it 
became common and commenced’to bréed; first arrivals at Medi­
cine Hat, Assa., May 17th, 1894, evidently intending to breed ; . 
seen along Old Wives'Creek,Assa., in June, 1895; along St.Mary's 
River and at Waterton Lake, in Alberta, in July, 1895. (Spread-
borough.,) »

, ' museum Specimens

Fight; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885; two 
taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Prof. Macoun; one taken at 
Ottawa, May 25th, 1891, by Dr.F.A.Saunders; one taken at Indian 
Head, Assa., June 14th, 1892, one at Old Wives’ Creek, Assa., 
May 22nd, 1895, #ntl two at Medicine '-tJat, Assa., May, 1894, all 
by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

627«. Western Warbling Vireo.J
Vtrco gilvus swainsoni Bai r d. 1858.

' Common from Lesser Slave Lake to Peace River Landing, Lat. 
56° 1%' in June, 1903 ; first seen at Edmonton, Alta., May 8th, 
1897, breed in the .vicinity; observed from Edmonton to McLeod 
River in poplar woods in June, 1898; not rare in foothills from Cal­
gary south tq Cfrow’s Nest Pass; a common species at Banff, Rocky 
Mountainsf^reeding in the trees in the valley; shot at Revelstoke, 
B.C., on May 6th, i^fro, after which they became common, also at 
Deer Park and Robson late in June, 1890; observed several at 
Trail near the International Boundary, in 1902, not very com­
mon ; this species is rare at Kamloops, but not uncommon at 
Agassiz, Port Heneyand Hastings, B.C.; common at Chilliwack 
B.C., in the spring of 1901, a few were also seen at McGuire’s 

11 * - 1
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further up the river ; a common summer resident on Vancouver 
Island ; common at Victoria, Sooke and Comox in July, 1893. 
(Spreadborough.) North to Fort Simpson on the Mackenzie 
River; rare. (Ross.) Very numerous everywhere; breeds. (Streator.) 
Fast and west of Coast Range; common summer resident. {Fan­
nin.) Common summer resident at Chilliwack. {Brooks.) Col­
lected west of Rocky Mountains in British Columbia. {Rhoads.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Thirty"; four taken at Edmonton, Alta.\ in May, 1897; two at 
Canmore, Alta., May, 1891; three at Banff, Alta., May, 1891; four 
at Revelstoke, B.C., May, 1890; one at Deer Park, B.C., June 14th, 
1890; three at Trail, B.C., June, 1902 ; one at Spence’s Bridge, B. 
Cj May 29th, 1889; one at Agassiz, B.C., May 10th. 1889; three at 
Hastings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., in April, 1889, and three at Victoria, 
Vancouver Island, May, 1893, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

628. Yellow-throated Vireo.
Vireoflavifrons Vjeill. 1807.

A rare summer resident at Montreal ; Mr. VV. W. Dunlop ob­
served this species paired in Hochelaga woods, and shot two 
specimens there May 20th, 1883. (1Wintle.) A summer migrant 
in Newfoundland. {Recks.) A rare summer visitor around Jfft- 
tawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) I noticed one specimen of 
this species at Rockport, Leeds Co., Ont., which appeared to be 
nesting in a large hickory tree near the St. Lawrence River. 
(Rev. C.J. Young.) One example taken at Beaumaris, Muskoka 
district by Mr. Tavernier. (/. H. Fleming.) I have only come 
across this bird in limited numbers and then only during the 
spring and fall migrations. ( J. Hughes-Samuel.) Fairly common 
everywhere near London, Ont. Not observed in North Bruçe. 
(W. E. Saunders.) A passing migrant at Guelph^ Ont. Notcom- 
mon; seen about May 12th, and again about September 2nd. (A. 
B. Klugh.) A rare summer resident in Manitoba"; July 19th, 1884, 
Millar Christy brought me a specimen of a yellow-throated vireo 
from Moose Jaw, Assa. (Thompson-Selon.) Found breeding at 
Yorkton, Assa., June 1st, 1901. (IV. Retine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMEN.

One purchased with the Holman collection in 1885.
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Blue-headed Vireo.
577

Vireo solitarius (Wils.) Vieill. 1819.
Probably occurs in Nova Scotia. (Downs.) Not rare at Bad- 

deck and Margaree, Cape Breton Island, July, 1898; seen at 
Hunters River, Prince Edward Island, July 2nd, 1888. (Macouti.) 
At Souris, Prince Edward Island, one day I was attracted by the 
song of this bird and soon saw the performer. (Dwight.) A rare 
summer resident ’at St. John), N.B. ( Chamberlain.) Observed 
only at one point in the vativy of the Restigouche River, N.B. 
(Brittain & Cox.) A tolerably common summer resident at Scotch 
Lake, York Co., N.B. (IV. H. Moore.) On June 23rd heard a male 
singing at Macnain Cove, Cape Breton Island. (Brewster.) I 
noticed an example of this species on the Magdalen Islands in 
June, 1897, and have no doubt it breeds there. (Rev. C.J. Young.) 
Taken at Beauport; not uncommon around Quebec. (Dionne.) 
A rare transient visitant at Montreal. I have myt with only two 
examples of this vireo in this district. (Wintle.) /

A moderately common summer visitor around Ottawa. (Ottaxva 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) Not uncommon in the^districts of Parry Sound 
and Muskoka in May. They probably remain to breed. (/. H. 
Fleming.) Not common in Algonquin Park, Ont. A few were 
seen in the spruce woods near Câche Lake usually well up in the 
tops of the trees. (Spreadborough.) Not common as a migrant, 
and not known to breed at London, Ont. (IV. E. Saunders.) A 
passing migrant at Guelph, Ont. Not common; seen about 
April 30th, and again about Sept. 20th. (A. B. Klugh.) One (a
male) taken at Oxford House, July 3rd, and one heard singing in 
a swamp bordering Knee Lake July 5th. (E. A. Peebles.)

One specimen of this rather rare species was secured at Pem­
bina/which is probably its northern limit. It was taken in the 
timber of the river bottom, frequented by three other species of 
the same genus. (Cones.) A rare summer resident in Manitoba. 
On June 10th, 1884, at Duck Mountain, a solitary vireo was 
observed. (Thompson-Selon.) One specimen secured at theGrand 
Rapids of the Saskatchewan. (Nutting.) First seen May nth. 
1897, at Edmonton, Alta., common in spruce woods by the 21st ; 
loubtless breeding ^always seçn in or near spruce wooes; com-(

mon from 
11 '/.

Lesser Slave Lake to Peace River Landing, Lat.
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, 1903. (Spreadborougm) At Clandeboy^ Hay,56° 15', in June
Lake Manitoba, June 13th, 1894,1 found the nest and four eggs of 
this species about seven feet up in a willow. At Oak Lake, Mani­
toba, May 23rd, 1893, I found a nest and four eggs of this species. 
It is rather rare in Assiniboia. (IV. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS. '

Seven; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885; one
taken in Algonquin Park, Ont., June 8th, 1900, one taken at Peace 
River Landing, June 15th, 1903, and four at Edmonton, Alta., 
May 22nd, 1897, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

One set of four eggs taken at Wolfville, N.S., June 9th, 1901, by 
Mr. H. F. Tufts. Nest hanging from a hemlock bough about-Seven 
feet from the ground. It was made of bark and fragments of 
hornets’ nests, lined with dry grass.

629a. Cassin’s Vireo.
lino solitarius cassinii (Xantus) Hensh. 1874.

0 Rather rare at Canmore, but breeding in June, 1891 ; not uncom­
mon at Deer Park, Columbia River, and found breeding on Pass 
Creek at Robson, 13.C.; common in thick woods on the Interna­
tional Houndary between Trail and Kettle River, B.C., in the 
summer of 1902; apparently rare in the Fraser valley, only taken 
at Agassiz and Westminster Junction, 1889; common at Chilliwack| 
H.C. in the spring, observed young out of the nest by June 5th, 
1901 ; first seen at Victoria, Vancouver Island, April 27th, 1893, 
common by May 5th; apparently common at Comox, Nanaimo, 
Sooke, and Stubb’s Island on the west coast. (Spreadborough.) 
Sum as and Vancouver Island. (Iu>rd.) Rare, only two specimens 
^Jaken, one at Ashcroft, the other at Ducks. (Streator.) East and 
west of Coast Range; summer resident. (Fannin.) Summer resid­
ent at Chilliwack; not common. (Brooks.) This species is repre­
sented byspecimen^om nearly every locality in British Columbia, 
including Vancouver Island, Lac La Hafhe and Vernon ; it is 
found in the open timber at higher elevations. (Rhoads.)

museum specimens.
Fourteen; one taken at Canmore, Rocky Mountains, May 27th, 

1891; one at Robson and another at Deer Park, Columbia River, 
B.C.; two at Trail, B.C., in May, 1902; one at Chilliwack, H C.,
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June 5th, 1901 ;-one at Agassiz, B.C., 1889; and seven at Victoria, 
Vancouver Island, in May, 1893, all taken by Mr. Spread- 
borough.

681. White-eyed Vireo.

Vireo noveboracensis (Gmel.) Bonap. 1824.
Audubon. Vol. IV., p. 148, states that aTfcw.were seen in Labra­

dor. (Packard.) One shot at South Bay near St. John, N.B. 
(Chamberlain.) A single bird was observed for some minutes in 
full song, and within five or six feet, on September 8th, 1899, 
along the Humber River, Newfoundland. (Iuniis H. Porter.) Am 
positive I saw this specie's, August 30th, 1901, at Glace Bay, Cape 
Breton Island; and that I heard it several times before in the 
same locality. (C. R. Harte.) About two miles from Woodstock, 
Ont., we have a piece of woodland composed of small cedars with 
here and there a little grassy glade and some patches of haw­
thorns and second growth maple; on the 25th April, 1902.1 shot 
in this bush an example of this species ; this indentification has 
been confirmed by Mr. W. E. Saunders, of London, to whom I 
have sent the specimen. ( IV. I). Hobson in The Ottawa Naturalist, 
Vol. XVI., p. 163.)

Breeding Notes.—In the first week of June in the year 1898, 
while skirting/the top of Rosedale ravine, at Toronto, I came across 
this bird nesting in a large beech. The nest was built rather deeper 
than that of the red-eyed and warbling variety and was hung in the 
fork of a limb that reached down to about five feet from the 

-ground ; I was able to approach to wirfiin six or eight feet before 
the bird flushed, and so had a good chance of securing it ; not 
being familiar with the white-eyed variety at this time, I was 
strongly impressed with the white iris, and on returning home it 
proved to be the positive identification of this bird. (A. S. 
Goss.)

632c. Anthony’s Vireo. <
Vireo hnttoni obscur us Anthony. 1890.

VThis species may be considered a rare visitor to Vancouver 
Island; I secured one near Victoria; this specimen, also two seenr-. 
ed by Mr. Maynard in the spring of 1891, near the same place are 
of this strongly marked race. (Rhoads.)
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>'amily XL1X. MNIOTILTJ DÆ Wood Warblers. 

CCXXIV. MNIOTILTA Vieillot. 1816 .r 

i»8<). Black and White Warbler.
i* *

Mniotilta varia (Linn.) Vieill. 1818.
A specimen was obtained at Moose Factory, May 13th, i860, 

and also on the 30th by Drexler. (Packard.) Quite common at 
Moose Factory/ June, 1896 ; none reen elsewhere. (Spread- 
borough.) A^fparently a common summer migrant in Newfound­
land. (Reeky) Common summer resident at ,Halifax, N. S.
kw.) A common migrant at Sydney, Cape Breton Island, 

'N.S. (C. R. Harte.) Not rare at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape 
Breton Island, July, 1898; seen at Mount Stewart, Prince Hdwapri 
Island, July nth, 1888. (Maeoun.) Occasionally seen orbits
“ wiry ” song heard, though not very common. (Dwight.) A 
common summer resident at St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain.) Rare 
on the Magdalens, but very likely breeds. (Bishop.) On July 
9th a male was heard singing at Fox Bay, Anticosti; another 
was taken a little later. (Brewster) Taken at Beauport; not rare 
at Quebec. (Dionne.) A scarce summer resident but common 
migrant at Montreal. Observed here from May 3rd to August 
22nd. (]Vititle.)

A common summer resident but more abundant during migra­
tions. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) A fairly common summer 
resident in the woods of eastern Ontario. I once found a nest in 
a mossy bank in a large wood, containing four infertile eggs and 
one young bird ‘bn June 29th, 1894, near LarVsdowne, Ont. (Rev. 
C. J. Young.) A common summer resident in the districts of 
Parry Sound and Muskoka. (J. H. Fleming.) Not common in 
Algonquin Park. Ont. > Only observed two from M^y 25th t<> 
June 1 çth, 1900. (Spreadborough) Abundant near Toronto and 
breeds there. On 25th April, 1896, saw large numbers of them. 
(J. Hughes-Samuel.) Near London, Ont., this species is confined 
to the coniferous swamps where it breeds in fair numbers. (IV. E. 
Sautiders) A common summer resident at Guelph, Ont. Arrives 
about April 28th and leaves^about September 12th. (A. B. Klugh.)

A single specimen was taken at Pembina where it probably 
breeds, though the fact was not ascertained. Not found further 
west. (Cones.) This species is widely distributed in Manitoba
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It is an abundant species on Duck Mountain in that province, in 
spruce woods. ( Tliompson-Scton.) First seen at Avenue, Mani­
toba, May 12th, 1903, and last was seen August 27th, 1903; it was 
common on May 12th. (Norman Criddlc.) This seems to be a rare 
migrant at Indian Head, Assa., it was first seen May nth and dis­
appeared by the end of the month, not seen further west on the 
prairie; one individual seen at Peace River Landing, Lat. 56° 15', 
in June, 1903; first seen at Edmonton, Alta., May 6th, 1897, not 
very common, seen chiefly in the mixed timber along the river 
hardly ever seen in poplar woods; a few individuals seen in the 
foothills south of Calgary. (Spreadborough.) North to Fort* 
Simpson on the Mackenzie River; very rare. (Ross.) One speci­
men found dead in the woods at the Grand Rapids of the Sas­
katchewan. (Nutting.)

Breeding Notes.—Nest "on the ground, composed of bark, 
grass and leaves, lined with plant down and hair, in woods near 
Ottawa. Eggs 4-6, creamy-white, spotted and sprirtkled with 
reddish-brown. (G. R. While.) This warbler is one of the first of 
the main drove of warblers that arrives from the south. They 
come early in May and herald their arrival by singing their weak 
see-see-see-see song. The young are able to be about with the 
adults by the 10th of July. Although resembling the parent 
birds, the stripes are not so well defined in their plumage as are 
those of the parents. The old birds are very alert and watchful 
when the young are unable to know danger themselves. (W. H 
Moore.) On the southeast corner of the farm lot that adjoins 
Wildwood on the north, and but a few rods from the boundary 
line, in a stretch of low ground, there stands the turned-up root 
of an old fallen tree, the top of which is over a dozen feet from 
thesjevel ground. In what was once the “upper" side of this 
“ turnVup ” and about half-way in its height, I discovered on the 
28th of May a nest containing three eggs which, at the time, I 
took to be„those of a Canadian warbler. Three days after I re­
visited the site, found the mother bird “ at home,” and seated on 
the nest. At my near approach she flushed off and down upon 
the ground, where with outspread and quivering wings, and the 
venting of a few notes, she attempted to draw my attention from 
her treasures. Gazing down on the interesting little creature 
within a few feet of where I stood, I was not much surprised, 
though somewhat disappointed, to note that the specimen was of

V
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the M. varùi species, and that it was her nest that was placed 
before me, and which now ^contained five beautifully spotted 
fresh eggs. The cavity in which the nest was placed had been 
partly excavated, probably by the bird itself; but in order to 
support the foundation quite a large quantity of dead leaves and 
strips of bark had been used, and inside of this there was a lining 
of fine vegetable materials and some animal hair. (IV. L. Kells.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nine; four taken at Ottawa, by Dr. F. A. Saunders in 1891; one 
at Ottawa by Prof. Macoun in 1888; one at Indian Head, Assa., 
in June, 1892, and one at Edmonton, Alta., May 7th, 1897, by Mr, 
W. Spreadborough; one purchased with the Holman collection 
in 1885.

CCXXV PROTONOTARIA Hairix 1858.

687. Prothonotary Warbler. y
Protonotaria citrea (Boon.) Baird./1858.

A rare migrant in.New Brunswick. (Chavtberlam.) One speci­
men taken at Hanlon, Ont., May 23rd, i8SH* (Afcllwraith.) *1 

have every reason to suppose that this bird occasionally crosses 
the St. Lawrence and visits Ontario, I even think it occasionally 
breeds, for I came across a nest located in the stub of a willow at 
the “ drowned lands ’ some eight miles north of Gananoque, which 
contained one egg, and which corresponds with the description oj 
site of nest and authentic egg of this bird; the date was June 
10th, 1896. (Rev. C.J. Young.)

CCXXVI. HELMINTHOPHILA Rhçgwav. 1882.
«►

64*2. Golden-winged Warbler.
Helminthophila chrysopiera ( Dinn.) Ridgw. 1882.

Rev. C. J. Young, ^f SharboBbake, Ont., one of our closest 
observers,writes me that he saw this species on June 17th and 30th, 
1897, on the Magdalen Islands, and that it was evidently breed­
ing; I doubt the identification, but mal|e the record. (Macoun.) 
Fairly common summer resident throughout western Ontario; not 
noted in Bruce ebunty. (IV. h Saunders.) I have met with this 
species on two occasions near Hamilton, Ont.; have also heard of

1
*
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its being noticed at Port Rowan. Dr. Macallum sees it every 
spring and summer near his residence at Dunnville, Ont. (Mcll- 
wraith.) By the kindness of Mr. W. Mine, of Winnipeg, Man., 1 
am enabled to record the capture of a golden-winged warbler 
taken by him near Winnipeg on or about May 27th, 1887. (C. F. 
Batchelder in The Auk, Vol. VII, p. 404.)

MUSEUM SPECIMEN.

One purchased with the Holman collection in 1885.

r>4r>. Nashville Warbler. r
Hclminthophila ruficapilla (Wils.) Ridcav. 1882.

Obtained twice in Greenland; once at Godthaab about 1835, and 
againVt the Fiskenæs, August 31st, 1840. (Arct. Man. ) A sum­
mermigrant in Newfoundland, but apparently rarà. (Reeks.) A 
not very common summer resident at Halifax, N.SA (Doivns.) A 
few specimens seen at Baddeck. Cape Breton Island, July, 1898.
(Macoun.) Rather abundant at Tignish, Prince Edward Island, 
and not met with elsewhere. (Dwight.) A common summer 
resident at St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain.) Com niton summer 
resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (IV. HJ^Ioore.) Heard 
singing in the woods at Gaspé Bay,Quebec, July 15th. (Breivstert 
Taken at Charlesbourg and common around Quebec. (Dionue.\n\ 
scarce transient visitant ; 1 have observed two examples ofOlis 
warbler here, both of them males, which I shot on the spu/of 
Mount Royal; Mr. Kuetzing says he has .found this species com­
mon here, and that they breed in the swampy parts of the woods 
on the Island of Montreal. ( Win tie.)

A summer resident at Ottawa, Ont.; a nest of this species 
with four eggs was taken in Dow’s swamp, 13th July, 1881 ; in 
1882 the bird was noted as quite common. (Ottawa Naturalist, 
Vol. V.) A summer resident in Parry Sound and Muskoka dis­
tricts; breeding in swampy places. (/. H. Fleming.) Common in 
tamarac swamps in Algonquin Park, Ont., in June, 1900. (Spread- 
borough.) Very plentiful in spring at Toronto, especially among 
scattered patches of scswb oak trees where they seem to find 
palatable diet among theçlowly expanding buds; I have not ob­
served these birds in such numbers during the fall migrations. 
(/. Hughes-Samuel.) Breeds in a very few restricted localities in 
small numbers ; often common as a migrant at London. Ont. ;
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more common in Bruce county in summer. (IV. E. Saunders.) 
Abundant as a migrant in spring, and fairly common in the fall; 
breeds sparingly at Guelph, Ont.; arrives about May 12th, leaves 
about September 22nd. (A. B. Klugh.) /

A rare summer resident of woodlands in Manitoba ; on June 
nth, 1884, I found a Nashville warbler in full song and evidently 
breeding. (Thompson-Seton.) At the southland of Lake Manitoba, 
near Portage la Prairie, Man., on June 13th, 1894, I took a nest 
ajid four eggs of this species; the nest was built at the side of a 
mossy knoll in a bluff. (IV. Raine.) This is a rare species at 
Avenue, Manitoba; probably breeding. (Norman Criddle.) A 
single individual of this species was killed in the woods at Cum­
berland House, on May 15th, as it was hopping among the 
branches of a tree. (Richardson.) North tô Fort Resolution on 
Great Slave Lake; rare. (Ross.)

Breeding Notes.—Arriving generally about the middle of May 
these birds are mostly found in young second growth wood. One 
nest found was placed on the ground in a depression on the side 
of /mound in a moist bush-grown pasture and was well concealed 
by overhanging ferns, grasses and weeds, and was composed of 
thin dried grass stems and moss, and was lined with frîh^ stems of 
hair moss. It contained three fresh eggs July 15th. The bird 
flew from the nest on being discovered, and was silent and did not 
appear fo ■ nearly an hour. This species is fairly common here, 
but at St John, Mr. Banks informs me they are rare. (IV. H. 
Moore.) nest containing two fresh eggs of this bird and two
cowbirdj» eggs was found nedr Ottawa, June 1st, 1899. It was 
built on the ground by the side of a log ip a marshy place, and 
made with green moss, grass an^ hairs. The bird left the nest 
only after the log had been shaken a couple of times; nest 3 50 
x 150 and 210. [Gameau")

/ MUSEUM SPECIMEN.

One bought with the Holman collection in 1885.
S

Calaveras Warbler.
Helmintliophila ruficapilla gutturalis R ldgw. 1885.

First seen at Revelstoke, B.C., May 9th, 18Q0; the birds seemed 
to come from the west through the Eagte Pass and not up the 
Columbia; came in great numbers on the 13th, but seemed to

/
s
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avel northward; at Robson they were found breeding 1,000 feet 

above the Columbia on June 25th, 1890; observed throughout the 
„ district between Trail and Kettle River, near the International 

Boundary, quite common at Trail where a nest was taken on May 
24th, 1902, it was placed on the ground between two stones, over­
hung with grass; the nest was made of the inner bark of trees lined 
with hair and quills from the western porcupine. (Spreadborou&h.) 
Common in the Okanagan district of B.C. (Brooks.) Two 
examples were taken at Vernon, B.C., and others were seen at 
Nelson. They may be considered as neither rare nor abundant 
in British Columbia. {Rhoads.) Taken at Vernon, Lake Okana­
gan, by Mr. A. C. Brooks in 1898. {Fanntn.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven; one taken at Revelstokc, B.C., May 7th, 1890; six taken
at Trail, B.C., in May, 1902. One set of five eggs taken at Trail, 
B.C., May 24th, 1902, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

U4t>. Orange-crowned Warbler.
Hcltfttnthophila celata (Say) Ridgw. 1882.

Of rare occurrence at St. John, N.B., but has «ever been record­
ed at Scotch Lake. (IV. H. Moore.) One example taken at 
Beauport near Quebec, in 1890. (Dionne.) A rbre transient visitant 
at Montreal. I shot a male specimen of this warbler. May 21st, 
1890, on the spur of Mount Royal and it is thp only one of the 
kind 1 have met with here.. (Wintle.) A casual in the vicinity of 
Ottawa; a male was shot by Mr. E. F. G. White, Sept. 27th, 1885, 
near the eastern end of the city. (Ottawa Naturalist,Vol.V.) Occurs 
in Toronto regularly,I apparently not uncommon ; took one in 
Toronto on October io^h, 1898, and another on May 7th, 1899. 
(/. H. Fleming.) During several seasons of careful observations 
I have only once met with a small party of these warblers ; this 
was on 12th May, 1900 when I was fortunate in obtaining two 
specimens, one of wnich 1 was surprised to find on dissecting was 
a female. ThÇnluylage of this bird is very plain and but for the 
frennenrv of its rail note or “ rhen ” mivht easilv nass unnotieed :

don, Ont.; but never common. ( IV. K. Saunders.) One was taken

I '
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in a willow thicket at York Factory, July 16th* 1901, and the 
species was again nqfpd near Pine Lake, September 13th and at 
•Duck-'Point, Playgreen Lake, September 19th. (E. A. Prebles)
, Observed during the fall migration, in September, along the 
Mouse (Souris) River, where it was abundant. (Coues.) Common 

•Viimmer resident in woodlands, in Manitoba; evidently breeding in 
the woods around Carberrv. ( Thompson-Selon) First seen at 
Avenue, Manitoba, on May 12th, 1903, wa£ common on the 17th 
and disappeared on September 16th. A commôn breeding 
species. (Norman Criddle) This is a rare summer migrant ;>t 
Indian Head, Assa. It was first seen at Indian Head, May 
20th, 1892, and disappeared on the 25th; first seen at Medicine 
Hat, Assa., May 9th, 1894, common by the 15th, and were 
all gone by the 20th. (Spreadborougk.) North to Fort Reso­
lution on Great Slave Lake ; fare. (Ross.) This is oite of the; 
rarest warblers that breeds on the Anderson Rjyer where four or 
five nests were found containing fronj four to six eggs. The 
nests were made of hay or grasses, lined with deer hair, feathers 
and finer grasses, and were found on the ground in the Jshade of 
a clump of dwarf willow or Labrador tea. (Macfarlane)Through­
out the wooded region of northern Alaska, from the British 
boundary line west to the shores of Behring Sea, and from the 
Alaskan range of mountains north within the Arctic Circle as far 
as the tree limit, this species is a summer resident. {Nelson.) 
Two individuals of this species were shot among the weeds sur­
rounding the redoubt at St. Michael. They are not common as 
they were the only ones ever seen at that place.. (Turner) Two 
specimens taken at Diicks were of this form. (Streator) East 
and west of Coast Range; a summer resident. (Fannin) Tolerably 
common during the migrations at Chilliwack. A scarce sum­
mer resident in the Cariboo district, of B.C. ; both old and "young 
birds showed typical celata. (Brooks) Five specimens from the 

\ interior dff British Columbia are distinguishable from the coast 
jform wdiitsh does not appear tb cross the Coast Range. (Rhoads.)

Osgood took an adult male at Caribou Crossing, Lat. 6o°, B.C., 
June 26th, 1899; 1 took a female and two young 20 miles below' 
Fort Selkirk, July 27th, and a young one near Dawson, August 
2nd. Osgood secured an adult and a young one at Camp David­
son, .^jjgust .5th and another was seen near Fort Yukon, Alaska, 
August 21st; all taken were in willows or alders close to the water.
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(Bishop.) I saw this species but once on the 25th May near our 
camp on the Kowak, Kotzebue Saund, Alaska, but heard it a num­
ber of times. (Gtintull.)

Breeding Notes.—On June 18th, 1900. Mr. C. K. Whittaker, 
found a nest of this rare warbler at Peel River, within the Arctic 
Circle. It was built in the grass on the ground and contained six 
eggs ; on June 22nd, 1902, Mr. Dippie found a nest and five eggs 
^Banff, Rocky Mountains. (W. Raine.) A nest of this species 
was found on June 13th, 1897, 011 the edge of a wood in a rather 
damp situation. This was completely hidden by over-hanging 
grass and small aspen trees it was sunken in the ground and was 
composed of grass built with a few horse hairs. There were five 
eggs if) it almost hatched. Another nest of the same species was 
found on July 1st near the edge of a large bluff, this was as much 
as the somewhat scantv vegetation would allow and was hidden 
from above by young aspens. There were four fresh eggs in the 
nest which were between 15 and 16 mm. long and 12 mm. wide, they 
were white, thickly marked about the larger end with very fine 
slaty-gray and somewhat large brown spots. A third nest examined 
after the birds had left was in almost exactly the same situation 
as the first. (Norman CriddU.)

, MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four; three taken at Medicine Hat, Assa., in May, 1894; one at 
Indian Head, Assa., May 16th, 1892; all by Mr. W. Spreadborough

Lutescent Wafbler.
Helminthophila celatu lutescens (Rmuw.) Brewst. 1882.

Saw one individual at Edmonton, Alta., May 5th, 1897, after­
wards the species was occasionally seen so that I think a few 
remained to breed ; breeding in numbers at Banff, Rocky 
Mountains, in June, 1891; shot in Eagle Pass, west of Revelstoke, 
B.C.; breeding in the pass, but noÇ seen east of the Columbia in 
1890; only one observed at Trail, B.C., in June, 1902; abundant 
in the woods at Hastings, but not so common at Agassiz, B.C., in 
May, 1889; a few seen at Chilliwack, B.C., in the spring of 1902; 

-fpyommon summer resident on Vancouver Island; first seen on 
April 16th, 1893, and became common in a Jew' days, a nest was 
taken containing four eggs on May 13th; nest on the ground built 
of moss lined with dry grass and hair; quite common at Comox 
and Nanaimo. (Spreadborough.)

587
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Five specimens taken at New Westminster and one taken at 
Mount Lehman on September 15th are typi<raf"of the coast form. 
(Streator.) Chiefly west of the Coast Ranges a very abundant 
summer resident on the coast. (Fannin.) More common than 
the type; a summer resident. (Brooks.) A very abundant sum­
mer resident on the Pacific slope of British Columbia. (Rhoads.) 
Rather rare on Queen Charlotte Islands, seen twice at Cumshewa 
Inlet. Three specimens taken at Fort Kenai, Alaska, by Bischoff 
in May, 1869. (Osgood.) Common at Haines Mission, ' Lynn 
Canal, June 1st, 1899. (Bishop.) Extending up the Pacific coast 
this bird is found as a common summer resident/of the wooded 
southeastern shore* of Alaska, where it replaces celatn. (Nelson.) 
Tolerably common about clearings, and in the low growths of firs 
which border the beaches at the mouths of the «reams at Sitka, 
Alaska. (Grinned.) Four specimens taken at Smeep Creek, and 
four on Kenai Mountains, Alaska, in August, 1901. The species 
wa% fairly common along all streams in the timber belt even to 
its highest limits where it breeds. (Chapman.)

Breeding Notes.--Banff, Rocky Mountains, June 10th, 1893, 
in the valley of the Bow River, we flushed a little warbler off its 
nest and five eggs. This nest was built on the ground amongst 
short herbage growing at the side of a fallen log. As I wished to 
secure the parent bird to prove the identity of the eggs we did 
not molest the nest. Next morning my collector brought me a 
female orange-crowned warbler he had caught with his hand on 
the nest we found the day previous, so I took my camera along 
and photographed the nest and the photo-engraving of this nest 
is to be/seen in Oliver Davies’ “ Nest^ and P2ggs of North 
American Birds,” page 431. (W. Raine.)

• MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-three; one taken at Agassiz, B.C., in May, 1889, another 
at Westminster Junction and another at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, 
in April, 1889; nine taken at Victoria, Vancouver Island, in May, 
1887 and*1893; three at P^dmonton, Alta., June. 1897; one at (an- 

-wore, Rocky Mountains, May 25th, 1891; three at Banff, Rocky 
Mountains, May, 1891, and four at Penticton, B.C., April, 1903; 
all bv Mr. W. Spreadborough.

Cl
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<►47. Tennessee Warbler. **
589

Helminthophilaptregrina (Wils.) Ridgw. 1882.
Obtained by Drexler at Fort George, James Bay, in June and 

July, i860. (Packard.) Rather common at Stewiacke, but never 
seen at Halifax, N.S (Downs.) A rather common summer resident 
at St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain.) A rare summer resident at 
Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (IV. H. Moore.) Very rare in the 
Restigouche valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.) Not rare at Lake 
Mistassini, Quebec. (/. M. Macoun.) The only specimen noticed 
was shot at Fox Bay, Anticosti, July 1 it^. (Brewster?) Not common 
summer resident around Quebec; taken at Beauport. (Dion/tfr) A 
common but transient visitant at Montreal. Mr. Kuetzing has 
found this species here in May, and common for a week or two in 
swampy places, andT have shot a few in hedgerows in the fields at 
Hochelaga in May. ( Wintle.)

Rare migrant in the vicinity^of Ottawa; one was shot on the 
bank of the Rideau, April 9th, 1882, by Mr. G. R. White; another 
was shot May 16th, 1888. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) On May 
18th, 1897, I took one of these warblers in a large alder swamp at 
Emsdale, Parry Sound, Ont., and saw several more in the same 
place on 22nd May. They continuel! common till the 26th, when 
I only saw one. (J. H. Fleming.) 1 have usually heard this bird 
spoken of as rare, but sine 1 first UatV+he pleasure of its personal 
acquaintance 1 have concluded that maity observers have passed 
it over on account of its dull plumage, and in some cases it may 
have been passèd as a Reyulus, which, in coloration, it somewha 
resembles. I believe the bird occurs with us regularly, at qny rat 
in limited numbers; my note dated 22nd May, [1900, reads :—A 
grand morning, wattn and summer-like, a great many warblers in 
the willows ; magnolias very abundant, some of these being so 
particularly handsome as to give the place quite a tropical effect;
1 came across an unusually large number of Tennessee warblers 
singing, or rather chipping merrily away,in the early morning 
sunshine, two of which I secured; there were not less than 25 « 
this species in one small patch of willow,. (J Hughes-Samite^ 
Sometimes fairly common at London,Ont., in migration. (IV. E: 
Sounders.)

Upon my arrival at Pembina, the beginning of June, I at once 
perceived that the vernal migration of the present species past
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this ppint/*vas about to be concluded, as female specimens pre­
ponderated; the species was not observed further west on the 49th 
parallel. {Cones.) Not an uncommon summer resident in the 
wooded parts of Manitoba, apparently breeding on DuckxMoun- 
tain. {Thompson- Selon.)

This is a common migrant at Indian Head, Assa., and very 
likely breeds ; first seen,May 31st, and soon became common in 
willow thickets where it remained to June 15th, when all disap­
peared ; first seen at Medicine Hat, Assa., May 18th, 1894; others 
were seen afterwards, but they were never numerous; a few seen 
on Old Wives’ Creek, Assa., late in May, 1895; a common breed­
ing species at Banff, Rocky Mountains, in the summer of 1891 ; 
common in willow thickets from the mouth of Slave River to 
Peace River Landing, Lat. 56° 15' in June, 1903 ; first seen on 
May 22nd, 1897, at Edmonton, Alta.; tolerably common alongthe 
creeks bv the 28th; no doubt J^y breed here ; common from 
Edmonton to the Athabasca Pass in willow thickets in low 
grounds and along streams in June, 1898 ; common in the 
foothills south of Calgary. (Sprcadborough.) Common at the 
Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan, where it doubtless breeds 
{Nutting.) One of the most abundant birds, between Athabasca 
Landing and Lesser Slave River; first noted May 30th ; common 
down the Athabasca River to Fort McMurray, Lat. 56° 40'; com­
mon up the Clearwater River and at the north end of Methye 
Portage; common between Methye Lake and Isle à la Crosse 
Lake ; last seen August 10th • ( /. M. Macoute) One specimen 
only was procured at Cumberland House, on the banks of the 
Saskatchewan, in the latter end of May. {Richardson.) North t<> 
Fort Simpson -*jn>he Mackenzie River. {Ross.) I have a nest 
and four eggs of this bird collected at Fort Saskatchewan near 
Edmonton, Alta., on June 12th, 1899, by Mr. J. Callaghan; nest in 
a willow two feet from the ground. ( IV. Raine.) This was a 
edmmon breeder at 158-Mile House, B.C., where its sharp insistent 
song was to be heard from every copse in the partially wooded 
district. (Brooks.) Found only at Caribou Crossing, Lat. 60 , 
B.C., where I heard four males singing and secured three of them, 
June 27th and 28th, 1899. They were in comparatively open wil­
low and spruce swamps. (Bishop.)

Breeding Notes.—The birds made their fiMt appearance on 
the 22nd of May at Carpemer Mountain, Cariboo, IJ^C., and were

X
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common the same day. From that day I heard their song in 
almost every clump of trees. A great number drew off to the 
northward, but a good many remained. They generally fre­
quented the clumps of aspen trees and Norway pines, where the 
ground was covered with a thick growth of dry fine grass. As I 
saw no female nor evidence of nesting I gave the birds three 
weeks and started out to look for their nests on the 15th of June. 
Luckily I soon found a female off her nest and after an hour’s 
watching, during which time I suffered torments from the mos­
quitoes, she at last dropped down to her nest. On walking up 
she fluttered out, and flew off some distance, returning shortly 
with two others of the same species, when I put her off and shot 
her. A hundred yards further on I came across another female, 
probably one of the two that returned with the first one. I took 
up a good position and waited twenty minutes, when she darted 
down to the ground and disappeared, I went up and was just 
going to kill her with my little 38 caliber collecting pistol as she 
fluttered off, when out of the tail of my eye I saw the nest con­
tained newly hatched young; I found another nest the same day 
by carefully quartering a likely piece of ground, and found several 
the next week with young also. The nests were always on the 
ground, sometimes at the foot of a small service-berry bush or 
twig. They were all arched over by the dry fine grass of the 
preceding year; this year’s growth having just well commenced. 
The nest is small and loosely constructed, being quite flat; it is 
composed outwardly/of a few leaves, a little moss and a good 
deal of fine grass, lined only with the latter material. The nest 
was situated on the ground in.andarched overwith, dry grass, and 
no bush or twigs were near. (/. Parker Norris, Jr., in The Auk, 
Vol. XIX, 88.)

• MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Eight; two taken at Indian Head, Assa., May, 1892, two at 
Medicine Hat, Assa., May, 1894, two at Banff, Rocky Mountains, 
in June, 1891, and one at Edmonton, Alta., May 22nd, 1897, a*l 
by Mr. W. Spreadborough; one taken at Athabasca Landing, 
Alta., in May, 1888, by Mr. J. M. Macoun. y

12 z
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CCXXVII. COMPSOTHLYPIS Cabanis. 1850.

648. Northern Parula Warbler.
Compsothlypis americam usttece Brewster. 1896.

One specimen sent from the southern inspectorate of Greenland 
in 1857. (Aret. Man.) A rare summer resident, occurring inland 
on hardwood trees, Nova Scotia. (Dozens.) Infrequently ob­
served on Prince Edward Island, and generally in the upper 
branches of hardwood forest. (Dwight.) A rare Summer 
resident at St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain.} A tolerably common 
summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (IV. H. Moore) 
Seen near Port Hawkesbury, Cape Breton Island, apef at Fox 
Bay, Anticosti. (Brewster.) Taken at Beauport; rare in the 
vicinity of Quebec in summer. (Dionne.) A common transient 
visitant at* Montreal. Shot a male and two female specimens 
of this warbler in May, 1890, on the spur of Mount Royal. 
(H'intle.)

A moderately common migrant in the vicinity of Ottawa. 
(Ottawa Naturalist\ Vol. V.) A specimen of this species was shot 
on a currant bush in a garden at Kingston, Ont., in May, 1899. 
(Rev. C. J. Young.) A common summer resident in the Parry 
Sound ^[nd Muskoka districts. They arrive about the middle of 
May, and for the first two weeks keep to the highest trees. 
(J. H. Fleming.) Not common in Algonquin Park, Ont.''-Nearly 
always seen up in the tops of trees. (Spreadborough) Abundant 
in spring and fall at Toronto. The earliest arrivals I have noted 
being on 5th May, 1896. (J. Hughes-Samuel.) A passing migrant 
at Guelph, Ont. (A. B. Klugh.) Of four specimens taken in the 
Thames valley, in western Ontario, by Mr Robert Elliott and 
Mr. W. E. Saunders two are said to be typical of the northern 
form usneæ, the other two not being quite typical of the 
southern form. (Robert Elliott, in The Ottawa Naturalist, Vol.
XVI., p. 95.)

Breeding Notes.—I have no particular data regarding nesting 
season, but a nest was found 40 feet up a yellow birch tree com­
posed of a few fine rootlets and feathers worked into a growth of 
Usnea that hung below à limb three-quarters of an inch in 
diameter and about eight inches below the limb. (IV. H. 
Moore) -**
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CCXXVIII. DENDBOICA Gray. 1842.
t

650. Cape May Warbler.

Dendroica tigrina (Gmel.) Baird. 1858.
A specimen obtained by Drexler, May 28th, i860, at Moose 

Factory, James Bay. (Packard.) Very rare in Nova Scotia; only 
one specimen taken at Stewiacke in midsummer. {Downs.) Rare; 
may breed at Grand Manan, N.B. (Chamberlain.) Of rare occur­
rence at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B.; it is known to breed here ; 
one nest was found containing three eggs, placed in a hemlock 
tree a few feet from the trunk, and about eight feet up. {IV. H. 
Moore i) A scarce and transient visitant at Montreal; I shot three 
male specimens of this warbler and saw others on the spur of 
McXint Royal, one of which I shot May 14th and the other two 
May 21st, 1890. ( Wintle.) This species is rare at Quebec, but 
two specimens were taken in June, 1884. {Dionne.) A rare mig­
rant at Ottawa ; have been taken by Mr. G. R. White in 1883, 85- 
87 and 1888. {Ottawa Naturalist. Vol. V.) Met with it on the Mag­
dalen Islands in 1897; I have a nest Containing two eggs taken 
there from a small spruce tree about two feet from the ground. 
{Rev. C. J[. Young.)__

A / ^ (T
CorrécfW described as rare in Ontario ; I have previous to the 

present spring Reason of 1900, seen only two specimens of this 
bird, viz.: aVgrale on 19th May, 1898, and a female on 21st May, 
1899; but between the Sthyand 19th May, 1900, I was fortunate in 
seeing five males of the/species and to hear their^ong; I had also 
a chance to observe their habits during thei 
Hughes-Samuel.) A rare migrant at London, O 
being the most noted in a single migration. (

Common summer resident along the Red Rive 
not widely distributed. {Thompson-Seton.) A 
Avenue, Manitoba. {Norman Criddle.) Two spi 
taken at Medicine Hat, Assa., May 17th, 1894. {Spreadborough.) 
At Long Lake, Yorktown, Assa., on June 2nd, 1891, I took a nest 
and four eggs of this bird; it was built nearly three feet from the 
ground in a willow. {IV. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885 ; the 
other taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by Mr. G. R. White.

12^

'hort stay. (/. 
, two or three 
E. Saunders.) 

in Manitoba ; 
re species at 
cimens were
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652. Yellow er.
)

Dendroica (estiva (Gmel.) Baird. 1858.
Specimens obtained by Drexler, July 12th, i860, at Fort George, 

James '$ay. {Packard.) Common from Missinabie down the 
Moose River and up James Bay to Richmond Gulf ; a nest con­
taining four eggs was found on an island in the bay, June 23rd,
1896 ; none observed on a trip across Ungava ; seems to keep 
along the coast. {Spreadborough.) A very common summer migrant 
in Newfoundland. {Reeks.) Very common in gardens around 
Halifax, N.S. {Dozens.) Common summer resident at Sydney, 
Cape Breton Island, N.S. {C. R. Harte.) Quite common at Bad- 
deck and Margaree, Cape Breton Island, July, 1898; rather rare at 
Brackley Point, Prince Edward Island, June,1888. {Macoun.) Rather 
common, on Priqce Edward Island, and quite as likely to be found 
among lonely alder bushes as in the trees around houses. {Dwight.) 
An abundant summer resident at St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain.) 
A common summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. {IV. 
H. Moore.) Rare, except Hear the settlements in the Restigouche 
valley. {Brittain & Coxj Common at Lake Mistassini, Quebec. 
(/. M. Macoun.) Common summer resident on the Magdalen 
Islands. {Bishop.) Rather abundant at Fox Bay, Anticosti ; a, 
few specimens seen at Gaspé Bay, Que. {Brewster.), A common 
summer resident at Quebec. (Dionne.) An abundant summer 
resident at Montreal ; breeds in the city and Mount Royal 
park ; I have found their nests containing eggs from May 29th 
to July 7th, and observed this warbler here from May 7th to Sep­
tember 3rd. {IVintle.)

An abundant summer resident in the vicinity of Ottawa. {Ot­
tawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) 1 took a male at Emsdale, Parry Sound,
Ont., on May 27th, 1899, thç Qjily one I have Seen in Parry Sound; 
it was not uncommon at Rosseau* in 1897, afid Mr. Tavernier 
regards it as common at Beaumaris. {J. H. Fleming.) Without 
doubt more of this species of warbler remain to breed around 
Toronto than of any other variety. Practically, they are everywhere 
in suitable places, and if a youthful enthusiast wants to study bird 
life he has merely to seat himself near a patch of willows during 
the merry month of Maj*when he will have a grand importunity 
of becoming acquainted with our common summer yellow-bird ; I 
have noted one of these birds at Toronto as early as 18th April,

I
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1899. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) Common summer resident at Guelph, 
Ont.; arrives about May 4th, leaves about Aug. 18th. (A.B.Klugh.) 
Abundant summer resident, breeds in gardens very frequently at 
Penetanguishene, Ont. ; I have seen four nests of this species 
in a garden of less than half an acre. (A. F. Young.)-LtLather 
common ^t Norway House, Oxford House, and York Factory. 
Specimens taken at these three points have a slightly darker 
crown than is usual in eastern examples, but are referable to the 
typical form, {E. A. Preb/es.) York Factory, Hudkon Bay. {Dr. 
R. Bell.) Also taken at Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay. {Clarke.)

This aburtdant and universally diffused species was observed at 
various points along the 49th parallel from Pembina to the Rocky 
Mountains. (Coues.) A very abundant summer resident every­
where in Manitoba, breeding throughout the whole province.
( Thompson-Seton) Commcyi and breeding at Avenue, Man. {Norman 
Cridd/e.) First seen at Indian Head, Assa.,May 27th,1892,soon after 
they became abundant and began to breed in great numbers; first 
seen at Medicine Hat, Assa., May 15th, 1894, commenced nesting 
by the 23rd, two nests finished by the 29th and laying commenced; 
common in all brushy parts of \yestern Assiniboia, especially at 
Crane Lake and Cypress Hills. This is a common species when­
ever there is brush, and builds indiscriminately in the forks, of 
a rose-bush or .yvillow or Elœagnus\ numerous n,ests were taken 
at Wood Mountain and wherever there was brush across Assini­
boia and Alberta to Waterton Lake at Chief Mountain in the 
summer of 1895; observed from the mouth of Lesser Slave River 
to Peace River Landing, Lat. 56° 15', in June, 1903; first seen at 
Edmonton, Alta., May 12th, 1897, June 14th two nests were taken 
in small willow trees, nest very compact, composed chiefly of 
willow down held together with horse-hair; abundant in willow 
thickets throughout the trip from Erknonton west to Atha­
basca Pass, in June, 1898 ; common in the foothills south of 
Calgary ; quite common and breeding in large numbers at 
Banff, Rocky Mountains, in the summer of 1891; very common 
at Revelstoke and Robson, on the Columbia River, in June, 
1890 ; one nest was taken in the fork of a cottonwood, 40 feet > 
from the ground on June 21st, 1890, containing four fresh eggs; a 
few were breeding at Trail, near the Intêrwètional Boundary, in 
June* 1902; occasional at Kamloops and Spence’s Bridge, B.C.; a 
few doubtful specimens at Victoria, Vancouver Island. {Spread-
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borough) Very abundant summer resident in thickets at Princê 
Albert, Sask., arriving in May. (Coubeaux.) Common at Grand 
Rapyls and at Chemawawin; breeding in thickets. (Nutting) Very 

. abundant throughout the entire wooded regions of atctic 
America, where it builds on dwarf willows and stnall scrub pine 
at a height of a few feet from the ground. (Macfarlant) This 
species is known throughout the Northwest Territories as far 
north as the woods extend, or to Lat. 68°. It reaches the banks 
of the Saskatchewan about the third week in May and Great 
Bear Lake in Lat. 65° in the beginning of June. (Richardson.) 
North to Lapierre’s House on the Mackenzie River. (Ross.)

Breeding Notes.—This warbler is very common along the St. 
John River, near Fredericton. Have never seen them more than 
a mile from a river or large stream where they nest in low bushes 
that grow about such places. The nest is seldom over a yard 
from the ground, and have often seen them within a yard of the 
highway road. By the first week in June the majority of their 
eggs are laid, three and four being the number in a clutch. The 
nest is composed of plant fibres, dried grasses, wool and hair. 
(W. H. Moore) Nest found in a lilac bush was composed of vege­
table substance and down lined with hair and down, a very com­
pact and neat affair. Eggs 5, grayish or greenish white dotted 
and blotched with reddisljgbrown and lilac. (G. R. White) Nests 
in bushes, conifers and other -trees around Ottawa, ^he nest is 
placed two to fifteen feet from the ground, and composed of 
grayish fibres of plants and vegetable down with a few bits of 
grass, bark or feathers. The inside is white when not lined with 
hairs. This warbler often adds a story to its nest to cover up a 
cowbird's egg laid in the original nest. (Garneau) This bird builds 
a neat and compact nest and generally places it high up on the 
willows or in the forks of a small tree, rose bushes or wolf willow. 
It is chiefly composed of dead leaves of grasses and carices, and 
with a thick lining inside of small feathers, hairs and fine cottony 
wool gathered from th^ catkins of willows; numerous nests of the 
above character were detected in June, 1895, in southern Assini- 
boia by the writer.

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Thirty-three; six taken at Ottawa, four by the writer in 1888 
and two by Dr. F. A. Saunders in May, 1891 ; one at Indian Head, 
Assa„ in June, 1892, six at Medioine Hat, Assa., in May, 1894,

r

>•*



<

CATALOGUE OF CANADIAN BIRDS. 597
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l.C.yMay, 
Id Wives’

three at Canmore and four at Banff, Rocky Mountains, in J\ 
1891, four at Revelstoke in May, 1890, one at Trail, Bj 
1902,.one at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., J^ay, 1889, two at Old,
Creek, Assa., May, 1895, two at Edmonton, Alta., May, 1897; all 
by Mr. W. Spreadborough. Two taken at Victoria, Vahcouver 
Island, in May, 1893, are of the eastern form.

Four sets of eggs; one of three eggs taken at Medicine Hat, 
Assa., June 2nd, 1894, by Prof. Macoun;.^one set at Edmonton, 
Alta., June 14th, 1897, by Mr. W. Spreadborough; one at Aylmer, 
Que., of four eggs, June 9th, 1898, by Mr. F. K. Whiteaves; one 
set of three and one cowbird’s egg taken at Billing’s Bridge, near 
Ottawa, May ^ist, 1897, by Prof. Macoun; nest in a black currant 
bush in a swamp.

6526. Alaskan Yellow Warbler.
' „ T *
• Dendroica astiva rubiginosa (Pall.) Oberholser. i 897.

West of Coast Range an abundant summer resident. (Fannin.) 
Common summer resident at Chilliwack, B.C. (Brooks.) Rather 
rare on Queen Charlotte Islands; seen twice in Cumshewa Inlet. 
(Osgood.) One specimen taken at Deer Park, on the Columbia 
River, in June, 1890, belongs to this form; quite common at 
Agassiz, B.C., in May, 1889; common at Chilliwack, B.C., in 
spring of 1901; none observed in the autumn; a summer resident 
on Vancouver Island; first seen neàr Victoria on April 25th, 1893, 
they were common in a day or two; nesting in willow and alder 
thickets at Victoria, Cdmox and Nanaimo. (Spreadborough.)

Alaska in general, both along the coast and throughout the 
interior; and southwest to Vancouver Island, migrating southward 
in winter to California. (Ridgxvay.) This is perhaps the most 
abundant warbler in Alaska. It is found everywhere in the 
wooded interior. (Nelson.) Specimens of this species wfcfe 
obtained from several localities. It is common at many points o,n 
the Yukon River. (Turner.) :A single adult male taken June 
23rd at Sitka, Alaska; and a fe^others heard previously in the 
deçse firs along Indian Riveç were all noted on this occasion. 
Yellow warblers, mostly in immature plumage were observed çpm- 
monly in the Kowak valley, Kotzebue Sound, Alaska, in the latter 
part of August. (Grinnell.) I am positivehave often heard 
the song dt this species at Bennetf, Junë^I7th-22ndl I t!ook an
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adult male at Caribou Crossing' June 27th, and heard'the song at 
• ' Lake tMarsh. An adult female was taken by Osgood ’hear the 

Nordenskiold River July 22nd and family parties were often 
. found in the alders and willow thickets between the Pelly-River 
S and Circle City, in the Yukon valldÿ. (Bishop.) Three immature 

males were taken at Kenai Mountains, Sheep Creek, and Horner, 
Alaska; found occasionally at the upper edge of titnber line On 
Kenai ^Mountains. (Chapman) ' - )/

MUSEUM SPECIMENS. i , <' *< J
Twelve; four taken at Agassiz, B.C., in May, 1889, four at 

vChilliwack, B.C., 'iA May, 1901, two at Deer-Park, Columbia 
River, June 12th, 1890, and two at Victoria, Vancouver Island, in 

, May, 1893; all by ^r. W. Spreadborough. j y
♦ ‘ »

" 634. Black-throated Blue .Warbler. ,
f ,

Dendroica ccerulescens (Gmel.) Baird. 1865.
■ Audubon, Vol. II., p.*03, states he found a dead one in Labra­
dor. (Packard.) An uncommon summer resident at Halifax, 
N. S. (Downs) Seen in woods at Margaree, Cape Breton 
Island, July, 1898. (Macoun.) A few were detected at Souris, 
Prince Edward Island. (Dwight) A rare summer resident at 
St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain) Tolerably common sumhier resi­
dent at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (IV. H. Moore) Taken at 
Beauport; rather uncommon in Quebeer (Dionne) A common 
and transient visitant at Montreal. A few probably breed at 
Montreal. I have seen them from May 4th to .October 5th. 
(Wintle)

A moderately common migrant in the vicinity of Ottawa. 
(Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) I have occasionally noticed this bird 
in spring and fall in the county of Leeds, Opt. Once I found the 
the nest in June, 1899, in an ash swamp. It was built in a bush of 
Spircea that grew amo/ig ferns and weeds, and was not more than 
three feet from the ground. The bird was very tame and easily 
identified. The nest much resembled the nest of the redstart 
except for location. (Rev. C.J. Young) An abundant summer 
resident in the Parry Sound and Muskoka districts of Ontario. 
I took a nest on June 8th, 1894. It was on the side of ^ hill in a 
dense hardwood bush, and was placed on the fallen branch of a 
d^ad hemlock, shaded by the horizontal branch of a seedling

z
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maple. (/. H. Fleming.) -Common amongst balsam fir in Algon­
quin Park, Ont., June, 1900.' (Spreadborough.) , Reaching us in 
the first week in May at Toronto this bird becomes very abun-» 
dantj The female of this species occasions- probably as much 
trouble with the novice as regards, identification as any of our 
birds, flycatchers excepted; but the white spot at the base'of the 
primaries is indisputable evidence and when not clearly apparent 
always’ shows when the feathers are parted. .Found young 
just from the nest at Havelock, Ont., July,* 1894.. (/. Hughes- 

( Samuel.) Rare summer resident fn Middlesex Co., Ont., but 
.more common in North Bruce. Fairly common at London, Ont., 
as a migrant. (IV. E. Saunders.) Mostly a passing migrant at 
Guelph, Ont. A few pairs breed. Arrives about May* 12th, leaves 
about Sept. 26th. (A. B. Klugh.) Summer resident at Btfnetan- y 
guishene, Ont. * (A. F. Young.) , -

Breeding Notes.—rThis species is common during the spring 
migrations and aNgoodty nuniber stay during the summer. The 

..female displays great courage and feigns helplessness and distress, 
to the utmost degree, when one is near her nest. A nest found 
July 21st contained three nearly fresh/-eggs. It was placed two 
feet up in .a small beech bush, well built into the fork of small 
limbs and was composed of rotten' wood fibres, cocoon silk, and 
sparitily lined with white horse hair. (IV. H. Moore.) A nest 
with young birds was found on the 4th August, 1902, in a wood 
near Lake Nominingue, about 100 miles north of Ottawa. It was 
built in a raspberry busfi and made of grass and a few leaves, 
lined with hairlike roots; nest 3x2 and.2 x I’25. (Garneau.) On 
the afternoon of June 5,1886, when out in a trafct of low,thick under­
wood,about a mile to the west of Wildwood, I,found a nest with one 
egg, which at first I took to be one of a chestnut-sided warbler, so 
much did it resemble the nest of that species in form, size, mate­
rials of composition and situation. The egg also-ihad a much 
similar appeaîànçe, but the different notes of the female owner 
of this nest soon* attracted my attention, and I waited, a short 
time till she. came out of the thick foliage where she was con­
cealed and approached the more open space where I was standing, 
then I saw that she was quite a different species, and a more 
close examination of the nest showed that it was a more com­
pactly formed structure than is usually made by the chestnut- 

^sRïfed^bird, though the eggs of both 'species are much similar.
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The scolding notes of" this bird soon brought her mate upon the 
scene, but he seemed more disposed to sport with her than assist 
ta drive off the intrâder. Both birds, however, came quite close, 
and I identified thee as a pair of the black-throated blue warbler 
species. Being anxious to secure this li'est and a full set of eggs,- 
I noted the place and returned four days after. Then the 
female was seated on the nest, and when she flushed off I found 
that it contained three of her own eggs and one of a cowbird. 
These I collected and prepared for my cabinet, but they have 
since passed to the collection of a gentleman in Philadelphia. 

''After I had secured the nest and eggs above described, on my 
homeward way, I found another nest of the same species. This 
was also placed in the fork of a small maple twig, about two feet 
off the ground, and on the outskirts of a thick patch of low 
underwood, and then combined thjee young of the bird's own . 
two or three days old, ana also a young of the cowbird. I noted 
io both cases that the old birds on leaving the nests dropped to 

le ground and made quite a commotion among the dry leaves, 
svidently with the Intention of diverting attention from the nests.

'(W. L. Kells.) •
MUSEUJJ SPECIMENS.

Five; two taken at Ottawa in May, 188S, by the writer; two 
by Dr. F. A. Saunders at Ottawa in May, 1890; and one in Algon­
quin Park, Ont., May 28th, 1900, by Mr. W. Sjjreadborough.

65£. Myrtle Warbler.
Dendroicp corànata (Linn.) Gray. 1842.

Three examples taken in Greenland prior to i860. (Arc/. Man.)
A single example, an adult male, was taken in Godhaven Har­
bour, Greenland, July 31st, 1878. (Kumelin.) Audubon, Vol. II., 
p. 24, found them plentiful in Labrador, with young scarcely 
able ter fly. Drexler obtained specimens July 21st, i860, at 
Moose Factory. (Packard.) Rather common on the southern 
half of the coast of Labrador. (Bigelow.) A common summer 
migrant in Newfoundland. (Retks.) The commonest warbler in 
the vicinity of Halifax, N.S. (Downs.) Common summer resident 
at Sydney, Cape Breton Island, N.S. (C.R.Harte.) An abundant 
species at Baddeck and Margaree.Cape Breton Island, July, 1898; 
in spruce trees along Brackley Point and Prince Edward Island,

V
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Jurft 29th, 1888. (Macoun.) Common on faince Edward Island.
Theit favorite haunts were clumps’ of sprucep and firs in partly 
cleared lands. (DUvight.) An abundant sumfner resident at St. 
John, N.B. (Chamberlain.) Quite common in the Restigouche 
valley, N.B. (Brittain 6-Cox.) Common spring migrant, but is 
rather rare in summer. Breeds at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. 
( W. fi. Moore.) A common resident on the Magdalen Islands. 
{Bishop.) Common mjgrant at Quebec. A few may breed. 
{Dionne.) An abundant wansient visitant at Montreal, observed 
here from May 3rd to 19th, and from October 8th to 10th. 
{Winik) ^

An abundant migrant* and possibly breeds. Has been seen all 
through the summer and probably breeds in the Mer Bleue. 
{Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) Common in central Ontario during 
migration. A nest I found at Calabogie Lake was built in.a 
cedar, near the top, about 10 feet from the ground, and contained 
four fresh eggs on May 29th; it was composed of twigs, roots, etc.1 
lined with hâir inside. {Rev. C.J. Young) ’ Fairly common in the 
spring in Parry Sound and Muskoka districts, Ont. (/. H. Fleming) 
Rather common, in summer in Algonquin Park, Ont. Saw a pair 
building in the top of a hemlock tree near Câche Lake. They 
failed to complete it and moved to another tree as they were ieen 
there all summer. {Spreadborough) Probably the first warbler to 
reach us in the spring and last to leave us in the fall. I found 
young birds just out of the nest on a small island in Belmont 
Lake, near Havelock, Peterborough Co., Ont., June 28th, 1895. 
(/. Hughes-Samuel) A migrant only,«in Middlesex Co., but has 
been observed in several localities in North Bruce in the month 
of June. {W. E. Saunders) Usually abundant during migrations 
at .Guelph, Ont., but almost entirely absent in the spring of 1903. 
Seen from about April 30th to May 12th and from September 
6th to 8th. {A. B. Çlugh.) y

One was seen in company with kinglets and chickadees in the 
spruce woods bordering Hill River, September 2nd, 1901. {E. A. 
Prebles) Not observed on the 49th parallel until about the middle 
of September, when during the fall migration it made its appear­
ance in abundance along the Mouse (Souris) River in company 
with the snowbirds and other species just come from the north. 
{Coues) An abundant migrant; a few breed in Manitoba^ at
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the Duck ./Mountains where I shot a male on June 10th, 1884. 
(Thompson-Seton.) First seen aWXvenue, Manitoba, April 20th, 
1903, became common by May i^n, 1903, last seen October 10th.
(A orman Criddle.) [This bird arrives on the banks of the Sas­
katchewan at Prince Albert in May and breeds in thickets. (Çott^' 
beaux.) Abundant at Grand Rapids and Chemawawin; breeding 
in the latter place. (Nutting.) I have the nest and four eggs 
with the parent bird that were collected at Red River, Alberta, 
June 14th, 1898, by Mr. \V. Wenman. (W. Raine.) This is a 
common migrant at Indian Head, Assa., it was first seen on April 
25th, and the last ones disappeared on June 2nd, 1892; first seen 
on April 30th, 1894, at Medicine Hat, Assa. Those shot were all 
males. By May nth they were very abundant in willow thickets, 
but were all gontipy the 18th; observed two at the upper crossing 
of the Lob-stick-^.iver, Alta., June 17th, 1898, where they were 
breeding; seen in large'flocks at the Henry House, September 
2nd; a spring migrant at Banff, Rocky Mountains in 1891; arrived 
at Revelstoke, B.C., AjJril 24th, 1890, but soon disappeared; a few 
seen at Trail near the International Boundary in 1902, but all soon 
disappeared. (Spreadborough.) *

, This bird arrives on the banks of the Saskatchewan about the 
middle of May and continues there all summer, frequenting 
willow thickets and the borders of streams and lakes, where 
Myrica Gale grows in abundance. (Richardson.) North to La- 
pierre’s Hdus% on the Mackenzie River. (Ross.) This warbler 
is not numdrous on the Anderson River,'where some thirteen nests 
were found built on low spruce trees and a few on the ground.
It lays from four to five eggs. (Macfarlane.)

Breeding Notes.—This bird occasionally breeds in central and 
northern Ontario, and commonly north of the Ottawa River. It 
is.recorded as doing so at Listowell, Ont., by Mr. Wm. L. Kells.
In the early spring and again in the fall when on migration it is 
one of the commonest of the warblers ; the first nest I found was 
in the spring of 1889, on 29th May, on the bank of Calabogie Lake, 
Renfrew Co.; it was built near the topof a cedar against the stem, 
about eight or nine feet from the ground and close to the water, 
and on that date contained four fresh^eggs; I easily identified the 
bird by its white throat and other characteristic markings; though 
I often saw the bird in the interval I did not again meet with its 
nest until June nth, 1902, when I found a nest'in a second growth

\
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of white pine on an island in Gull Lake, Ffontenac Co., Ont.; at 
this date it contained three young birds, recently hatched; on the 
16th June Ï found anojther nest on an island in Sharbot Lake ; it 
was just like the first one I found close to the water and about 
seven feet frçm the ground ; th? nest is large for the bird, built 
of dead twigs of spruce and hemlock wijh some fibrous roots, and 
lined with grass, feathers, rootlets, &c., the feathers in each nes( 
being a special feature; outside it somewhat resembles the nest of 
the purple finch. (Rev. C.J. Young.)

The first warbler to arrive in spring at Scotch Lake, N.B., com­
ing about the first of May and staying mostly about young grôwtb7 

•woods or bushy pastures; they are fairly common during migra­
tion, and some seasons stay to breed ; one nest was placed six 
feet up in a tamarac bush and contained four eggs. (IV. H.Moore.) 
Nests found around Ottawa in May and June, saddled on the 
middle of a branch six feet from the ground in a large fir tree or 
at the summit of a small cedar tree ten feet high; they are made 
of twigs and rootlets covered with spider webs or a little plant 
down and lined with feathers and hairs; in some the feathers hide 
the eggs, in others the hairs are over the feathers; nest 4 x 2 and 2 
x rgo. (Gameau.) On the 18th June, 1882,1 discovered, for the first 
time in irçy experience, a nest of the myrtle warbler;- it was in a low, 
black ash timbered swamp, where there was an intermingling of 
othersoft woods and conifers,near where I had fouridja bay-breasted 
warblèr the yearj^efore, and of whose nest I was again in search, 
when I‘espied in a low balsam, about four feet from the ground, a 
nestwith the mother bird seated upon it; at first $ight this avifaunian 
cradle, in situation, material and construction, appeared like that 
of a chipping sparrow, but when the bird flushed off orf my near 
approach, and from a position on a branch near by watched my 
movements, shifting uneasily/and uttering a few “chip "-like 
notes, I carefully noted her plumage and became certain of her 
identity as a female myrtle warbler. This nest contained four 
eggs, quite fresh though the bird had begun to incubate; the nest 
itself was composed of stalks of dried weeds, fibres of bark, root­
lets and hair from the tails of horses and cattle; the next summer 
I saw another complete n :st of this bird, it contained no eggs; this 
was placed in the top of 1 small bushy blue-beech five or six feet 
high, and situated in a sv ampy piece of bush land. (IV. L. Kells.) 
A very abundant speciqs last spring (1903); the 17th May last
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I discovered a nest, most certainly a warbler’s, which resembled 
those of the yellow warbler, built in the forked branches of 
a small maple about seven feet from the ground ; this was 
in a hardwood thicket; there was but one egg in it, 
with small dark spots ; I did not disturb either jJvR'Hest or 
egg as I was desirous of seeing who the owners^vefe; I watched 
for some time, but saw only a myrtle warbler and she did not 
seem to be over anxious to claim the dainty little nest and its 
contents so I left it intending to call soon again but did not^et 
a chance until a week later when to my sorrow I found only the 
nest, which, however, seemed as sound as ever, but its contents 
were gone; so I am unable to prove it a myrtle warblfer’s nest, but 
from the actions of the birds about it when I first saw it I believe 
it belonged to this species. {A. F. Young.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seventeen; two taken at Ottawa by the writer in May, 1888, and 
five by Dr. F. A. Saunders in May, 1891; one in Algonquin Park, 
Ont., in May, 1900; two at Indian Head, Assa., in April, 1892; five- 
at Medicine Hat, Assa., in April and May, 1894 ; one at Banff, 
Rocky Mountains in May, 1891; and one at Revelstoke, B.C., in 
April, 1890, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

Two sets of eggs; one taken at Hull, Que., of four eggs, one of 
wlycb was a cowbird’s, June 10th, 1897, by Mr. F. K. Whiteaves ; 
one at Wolfville, N.S., of four eggs, May 21st, 1895, by Mr. H. F. 
Tufts; nest placed near the base of a small limb, on a small spruce 
tree 20 feet from the ground.

655a. Hoover’s Warbler.
Dendroica coronata hooveri McGregor. 1899.

Western United Stikes^yeeding probably in British Columbia 
and Alaska. {Allen in The Auk, Vol. XVI., p. 343.) First seen at 
Victoria, B.C., April 26th, 1893, and two following days when they 
appeared in large numbers flying about in tho poplar trees; they 
left in a few days; they were seen up to Mey 13th at Cedar Hill, 
near Victoria, in 1887; common at Huntington on the Interna­
tional Boundary, in the Fraser River valley, in September, 1902. 
{Spreadborough.) British Columbia. {Lord) Not common and 
found only near the coast; a few individuals were found on Van-
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: couver Island, associating with Auduboni. {Streator.) An abun­
dant summer resident. (Fannin.) Tolerably common migrant at

* Chilliwack, B.C. {Brooks.) Found associating with Auduboni on 
Vancouver Island; not seen east of the Coast Range. {Rhoads.) 
This species is the hardiest of American warblers. In Alaska^t 
breeds to the northern tr^ limit, considerably within the Arctic 
Circle. {Nelson.) My specimens of this species were obtained 
at Fort Yukon where they breed. I observed this species at Nush- 
agak, Bristol Bay, in June 1878, where it was quite abundant 
among the willow thickets along the river. {Turner.) We found 
Hoover’s warblers at Skagway, Glacier, Log Cabin and Haine’s 
Mission, on the Lynn Canal and White Pass; also Bennett, Caribou 
Crossing, Lake Tagish, Miles Caflon, White River, Sixty-mile 
Creek, and 12 miles abpye Circle City, in the Yukon valley. 
{Bishop.) A single adult male was taken June 23rd, 1897, and 
a few others heard previously in the dense firs along Indian River, 
StVka. {Grinned.)

Breeding Notes.—Hoover’s warblers were numerous summer 
residents qf the timber tracts throughout the Kowak valley from 
the delta eastward; in the latter part of August scattering com­
panies were frequenting the spruce, birch and cottonwoods,among 
the foliage of which they were constantly searching, with oft- 
repeated "chits," just as are their habits in winter in California; 
the last observed, a straggling flock of six or eight, was seen 
in a patch of tall willows about sunset of August 30th; the 
following spring the arrival of Hoover’s warblers was on May 
22nd; they were already in pairs and the males were in full 
song; at this season they were confined exclusively to the heavier 
spruce woods; in the Kowak delta, 00 the 23rd of June, a set of 
five considerably incubated eggs was secured ; the nest was in a 
small spruce in a tract of larger growth, and only four feet above 
the ground; it is a rather loose structure of fine, dry grass-blades, 
lined with ptarmigan feathers; the color of the eggs is an extreme­
ly pale creamy tint, almost white, with wreaths about the big ends 
of large laVender blotches, and smaller spots of drab, overlaid by 
a few Vandyke brown. (/. Grinned.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
Seven; two taken at Huntington, B.C., in October, 1901, and 

five at Victoria, Vancouver Island, in April, 1893, all by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough.

x
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6A6. Audubon’s Warbler.
DendroiSd auduboni (Towns.) Baird, 1858.

This warbler jvas only observed in the Rocky Mkuntainssbeyond 
the eastern foothills of which'it is not known to extend. (Coues.) 
Observed a pair near Calgary June 22nd, 1897, in the foot­
hills from there to Crow’s Nest Pass in July and August; t 
observed a few in the valley of the McLennan, B.C. in July, 1898; 
common at Banff, Rocky Mountains, in the summer of 1891, 
building their nests in tall spruce trees ; quite plentiful at Revel- 

. stoke, B.C., on the Columbia River, and down tha&stream to 
Deer Park and Robson in JutK, 1890; young full grown by June 
24th; arrived at Revelstoke on April 12th, 1890; common and 
breeding at Trail, on the International Boundary, in June, 1902; 
first seen April 13th, 1903,-ét Penticton, B.C., after this date they^ 
became common; rather rare at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., in May, 
1889, but common4at Hastings and Agassiz, in the Fraser valley; 
only one individual *een at Chilliwack in May, 1902, but were com­
mon at Huntington, on the International Boundary, in September, 
1902; common Around Victoria early in May, 1893, but the bulk 
of them had left by the 10th, only a few remained to breed; 
during the latter part of April and first half of May this bird is 
common in most parts of Vancouver Island, but later they are 
very scarce. (Spreadborough.) British Columbia. (Lord.) Abun­
dant spring and fall migrant. I think a few breed in the coast 
region; it is very common on Vancouver Island. (Streator.) Very 
abundant summer resident all over the province. (Fannin.) A 
common summer resident at Chilliwack; a few remain until Janu­
ary. Tolerably common breeder at 158-Mile House, B.C. 
(Brooks) Abundant summer resident everywhere in British 
Columbia. (Rhoads.) Found nesting at Donald, Agassiz and 
Vancouver, B.C. in 1894. (£. F. G. White.)

Breeding Notes.—At Banff, in the Rocky Mountains, on June 
14th, 1893, I found a nest^ontaining f&ureggsof this species. V 
was built in a willow about five feet above the water on the shore 
of Vermilion Lake. Mr. Dippie found its nest at Devil's Lake, 14 
miles from Banff, June 22nd, 1902. (W. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-eight; four taken at Banff, Rocky Mountains, in May 
and June, 1891; four at Revelstoke, B.C., in April and May, 1890;

4



1

&
607CATALOGUE OF CANADIAN BIRDS.

one at Deer Park, Columbia River, B.C., June, 1890; two,at Trail, 
B.C., May, 1902; five at Penticton, B.C., April, 1903; ode at 

, Agarssiz, B.C., May, 1889; one at Chilliwack, B.C., June, 1901; six 
at Huntington, B.C., in October, 1902, and four at Victoria, Van-( 
couver Island, in June, 1893, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

657. Magnolia Warbler. 1

Dendroica maculosa (Gmel.) Baird. 1858.
Taken in South Greenland near Godthaab, 1875. (Winge.) 

Audubon, Vol. II., p. 66, reports it common, with eggs and nest in 
the beginning of July, 1833 ; Drexler o.btained a specimen at 
Moose Factory, May 28th, i860. (Packard) Common at Moose 
Factory, James Bay, June, 1896 ; none observed elsewhere. 
(Spreadborough) Tolerably common in Newfoundland in sum­
mer. (Reeks) An abundant summer resident in Nova Scotia. 
(Downs.) A common summer resident at Sydney, Cape Breton 
Island, N.S. (C. R. Harte) In woods at Baddeck and Margaree, 
Cape Breton Island, July, 1898; on trees at Brackley Point,Prince 
Edward Island, July 20th, 1888. (Macoun.) This is a characteristic 
warblett)f the region and is abundantly represented on Prince 
Edward Island. (Dwight) An abundanrsmmj^er resident at St. 
John, N.B. (Chamberlain) Quite common inme'Re$tigouche 
valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox) An abundant summer resident at 
Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (IV. H. Moore) Rare at the Magda- 
lens, a male taken on Grindstone Island. (Bishop) At both Fox 
and Ellis bays, Anticosti, this species was most abundant ; it is 
also a common bird at Port Hawksbury, at Gaspé and along the 
north shore of the St. Lawrence.' (Brewster) Rather common in 
woods at Lake. Mistassini, Que. (/. M. Macoun) A common 
summer resident around Quebec; taken at Charlesbourg. (Dionne) 
A common but transient visitant at Montreal; observed here from 
May 18th to 24th, but not met with in the autumn. (Wintle) 
Noted-on Sable Island, May 31st, June 20th and October 8th 1902. 
(James Bouteillier.) * z

A moderately common migrant^ A few may breed; found at 
the Mer Bleue, 3rd July, 1890, by Mr. W. E. Saunders. (Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) Common in eastern Ontario during migra­
tion, rarely breeding; one nest I found contained four fresh eggs 
on July 1st, 1895 ; it was built in a bush of Spitœa among small

' /
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pines and hemloâîcs near Otly Lake, Lanark Co., Ont. This bird 
is a common breeding species near Mingan, Que. I saw a nest 
with four eggs taken there in June, 1899 ! the nest was built in a 
small sj^uce tree. {Rev. C. J. Young.) An abundant summer 
resident in Parry Sound and Muskoka districts, Ont. (/. H. Flem­
ing.) Not rare as a summer resident in Algonquin Park, Ont. 
(Spreadborough?) Abundant in spring and fall at Toronto, and as 
they reach us before the end of August fall migration it is reason­
able to conclude that some at least do not go far to breed. (/. 
Hughes-Samuel.)■ A common migrant, but a rare summer resident 
in Middlesex Co., Ont.; abundant in parts of north Br,uce in June. 
(IV. E. Saunders.) Passing migrant; seen about May 10th at 
Guelph, Ont., and again from about August 28th up till September 
28th. (A. B. Klugh.) One or two seen at Norway-IJouse, Keewatin, 
and one taken at Oxford House. (E. A. Peebles.)

One specimen of this species was taken in Wood Mountains 
by Dr.G.M.Dawson and seen in his collection. (Coues.) A migrant 

^ in Manitoba and apparently common near Winnipeg but piay 
breed in the northern part of the province. (Thompson-Seton,) A 
tolerably common spring and autumn migrant at Avenue, Mani­
toba; arrives about the middle of May. J(Norman Criddle.) A 
few specimens seen at Wood Mountain, Assa., where they were 

-doubtless breeding, on-June 12th, 1895; a specimen was shot at 
Revelstoke, B.C. in July, 1890, no others were seen ; /only two 
individuals observed at Edmonton, Alta., on May 22nd and 25th, 
1897. (Spreadborough.) Abundant at Chemawawin on the Sask­
atchewan. (Nutting.) A number of specimens seen at Lesser 
Slave" River, Atha. (/. M. Macoun.) This is a common bird on 
the banks of the Saskatchewan ; it is usually to be found in the 
thickets of young spruce trees and willows, flitting near the ground 
fromone branch to another. (Richardson.) North to Fort Simpson 
on the Mackenzie River ; rather rare. (Ross.) Taken at Vernon, 
Lake Okanagan, B.C., in 1898,by Mr. Brooks. (Fannin.) A specimen 
taken at Field in the Rocky Mountains, and two or three observed 
at Vernon, B.C. 1(Rhoads.) Several seen atQuesnel, B.C., during 
the fall migration. (Brooks.)

Bbeeding Notes.—This species occasionally breeds in central 
Ontario, probably more often than the myrtle warbler. I found 
a nest in a small hemlock, May 30th, 1902, which grew on a 
wooded bank under large hemlock trees on a point of Sharbot

L
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Lake. The nest was ill-concealed, about four feet from the 
ground, and the bird left it when I approached. At a short dis­
tance it resembled a chipping sparrow's, but was composed out­
wardly of fine hemlock twigs, neatly woven, and was lined with 
hair and fibres. There were four fresh eggs which were boldly 
marked, rather than spotted, with blotches of a dark brick-red on a 
creamy ground. I saw the bird leave the nest three times and 
identified it by the yellow markings and- black on yside of head. 
(Rev. C.J. Young.) This pretty little warbler arrives at Scotch 
Lake from the 10th to 15th May and within a week of the first 
ar ival is common. They frequent young spruce trees in pastures 
and partly cleared land. They nest in June, building near the 
ground in small spruces and generally on the outer end of a small 
ljnib. They lay four eggs, and the period of incubation is ten or 
eleven days, and the young stay in the nest about two weeks. 
( W'. H. Moore.) A few pairs breed at Ottawa while a great number 
go more to the north at Lake Nominingue. It nests in bushes 
of all kinds from one to four feet from the ground. The neyts 
consists of small twigs, fine grass and rootlets, lined with hair or
hair-like roots.» (Gameau.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Eight; two taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by the writer; one 
purchased with the Holman [collection in 1885; two taken in 
Algonquin Park, Ont., June, 1900, one taken at Revelstoke, B.C., 
July 23rd, 1890, and two at Edmonton, Alta., in May, 1897, by 
Mr. W. Spreadborough.

Two sets of eggs ; one set of four eggs taken at Gasperaux, 
N.S., June 10th, 1901; nest in a small spruce bush four feet from 
from the ground, composed of fine twigs, grasses, etc., and lined 
with horse hair; another set of four eggs taken at Wolfville, N.S.,, 
June 5th, 1898, both by Mr. H. F. Tufts.

658. Cerulean Warbler.
Det[dgoica rara (Wils.) Ridg^ay. 1897.

Occurs at Toronto regularly7~btlt is apparently rare. (/. H. 
Fleming.) Common in the southwestern part of Ontario, but rare 
near London and not extending much further north. A number 
of nests have been taken, varying from 25 to 60 feet above the 
ground and all saddled on fairly large limbs from Ji to 2 inches 

13 ^
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in diameter. The nests are quite shallow, but are constructed 
similarly to those of the redstart. Eggs four. In former years 
the^'fords were much more common in the vicinity of London, 
Ont. (W. E. Sâïmdei?) Nest and eggs taken at Drummondville, 
near Niagara Falls, Ont. (See Ridgway, Hist. N. Am. Birds, I., 
1874, p. 235.) A regular summer resident in southern Ontario, but 
local. One spring I searched for it carefully near Hamilton 
without seeing 4 single individual, while across -the bay, four 
miles off, Mt. Dickson reported it quite common and breeding in 
the woods ne?r the Waterdown station of the Grand Trunk Rail­
way. {Mcllwraith)

Breeding Notes.—I have two nests with sets of eggs of this 
species collected by Mr. Edward Reinecke, of Buffalo, N-Y. One 
nest containing four eggs was found on Navy Island, in the 
Niagara River. The nest was placed on t

very,hard to get at.

ifi 1885.

the top about 50 feet from the ground and very, 
( IV. Raine) ( f

• MUSEUM SPECIMEN. \

One purchased with tne Holman collection ij\ 1885^

659. Chestnut-sided Warbler.
Dendroicapensylvanica (Linn.) Baird. 1858.

Accidental in South Greenland in 1887. ( Winge) Tolerably' 
common throughout the summer in Newfoundland. {Reeks.) An 
abundant summer resident at Halifax, N.S. {Downs) A rare 
summer resident at St. John, N.B. {Chamberlain) Tolerably 
common summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. {W. H.
Moore) Common summer resident at Montreal ; breeds in Mount 
Royal park; nests with1 eggs found from June 5th to 24th; observ­
ed here from May nth to August 18th. {Wintle) A scarce mi- \ 
grant and possible resident in sunomer at Quebec. {Dionne) •

A common summer resident in the vicinity of Ottawa. {Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) Not uncommon about Lansdowne, Leeds 
Co.^, Ont.; I found a nest with four eggs, built in a small elm three 
feét from the ground, June 3rd, 1896 and plainly*, identified the 
bird. {Rev. C.J. Young) An abundant summer resident in Parry 
Sound and Muskoka districts. (/. H. Fleming) Observed several 
in low bushes along the Parry Sound Railway on dry ground and 
in burnt [woods where the second growth is low, in Algonquin

C
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Park, Ont., in June and July, 1900. (Spreadborough.) 
mon aâ formerly in summer though it still breeds in f; 
around London, Ont. (W.E. Saunders.) Commdh as a tnigrant, 
breeding in vlaying numbers every year at Guelph, Ont.; arrives 
about May 8th and leaves about August 18th. (A. B.Klugh.) Onç 
specimen only of this distinctive specie» was secured at Pembina 
—perhaps its western if not its northern limit. (Coues.) A com­
mon summer resident in the wooded parts of Manitoba. Jts 
choice of locality usually causes it to be found chiefly in half-open

jrshy places. It 
on-Seton.) Tol- 

. likely breeds.

woods, especially along the edges of low,1 
frequents the tops of the highest trees. (Thom A 
erably corr/mon at Avenue, Manitoba, where ft vej 
(Norman friddle.)

Breeding Notes.—Found a nest in Beéeh\voô|k,cemetery near 
Ottawa, which was tyuilt in an upright crotch abou^ix feet from 
the ground. The nest was a loosely woven nws of dried weeds 
afld fibrous substances lined with fine grass and horse-hair. P'ggs, 

"4, white with reddish brown markings. (G. R. White.) Nest 
around tittawa in June and also aj Lake Nominingue, 100 miles 
north of Ottawa, in raspberry birehes and low shrubs: the nests 
are made with grasses and strips of bark lined lyitly vegetable 
fibres and finer strips of bark; nest 3x2 and 2 x 1-25. (Gameau.) 
On May 22nd of the past year (1900) not far distant from each 
other, I nbted two nWly,formed nests of this bird; the firs* seen 
was deêp in the underwood, and placed in the^ork of a small 
bushy maple about twenty inches off the ground; this was so 
bulky and compactly built that at first I took it to be a nest of an 
indigo bird; it was formed of a kind of wopdy fibre gleaned from 

^decayed timber, vines and grasses, and lined with long,-black 
horse-hair, which it must have taken the builder a good deal of 
time, with much trouble, to collect and place in position; on the 
above date this nest contained an egg of ^he cow-bird, which I 
removed and—five days after—it contained three eggs <of the 
chestnut-sided warbler, and on these the female was incubating, 
and as the usual set of eggs of this species numbers four, it was 
evident that the cow-bird had removed one of the warder’s when 
she deposited her own ; this tramp among birds, m one of the 
worst enemies with which the whole family of the warblers has 
to contend, as many of their nests are found to contain one or 
more of the cow-bird’s'eggs; and there is danger that the progeny
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may destroy the whole brood in the nes<f olfctjie^ species 
it is cradled; on one occasion I found ane^( of the chestnut-sided 
warbler which contained four cow-bird’* eggs, and but one' of the 
warbler’s own; the eggs of this species are of a whitish hue, with 
a very irregular wreafth, or belt, of a brownish colour, around the 
larger end, and some dottings, sometimes of a blackish hue, on 
the midfile surface; the smaller énd is unmarked ; the other nest 
of this species, noted on the same (fate, was near the edge of the ^ 
wood, and placed between several stalks of raspberry vines about 
two feet off the ground, and composed of materials much similar 
to the other, with the exception of the horse-hair lining, and Was 
not so bulky in size—this on the 30th of May,'contained four 
eggs; a week after, two other nests of this species were noted, 
both dçf per in the wood, and both placed in the forks of little , 
maples, but at varying elevations froià the ground, one being j 
about four feet, this contained four eggs, the other which con­
tained three eggs, was about two feet off the ground, and by the 
side of a pathway. In both cases these were evidently advanced 
in incubation, and were not molested ; I concluded that in this 
tract ot forest about a dozen pairs of this species were breeding, 
but they have mapy enemies among other birds and small 
animals. ( W L. Kells.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
f

Fiva; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885; three 
.taken by the writer in May, 1888, at Ottawa ; one taken at 
Ottawa by Dr. F. A. Saunders, May 23rd, 1890.

Two sets of eggs; one of four taken at Berlin, Ont., June 2nd, 
1899, by Mr. W. Raine, and another near Toronto, Ont., on June 
7th, 1891, by the same gentleman.

660. Bay-breasted Warbler.
' Deÿflroica castanea (Wils.) Baird. 1858.

Drexler obtained a specimen at Moose Factory, June 2nd, i860; 
three individuals were seen at Black Island, Hamilton Inlet by 
myself June 9th, l882 ;f'two specimens were shot but lost. 
{Packard.} Tolerabty Common summer resident in Newfound­
land. (Reeks.) (An uncommon summer resident at Halifax, N.S.; 
more common inland. (Downs.) One seen at Baddeck, Cape Bre­
ton Island,(June 4th, 1890. (F. H. Allen) An occasional summer 1

*
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resident at St. John.N.B. (Chamberlain.) A pair seen jn woods-near 
Black River, Prince Edward Island, July 18th, 1888. (Macoun.) A 
scarce transient visitant at Montreal. I have fhft specimens on 
the spur of Mount Royal as late akMay 28tlf,;i892, but have not 
met this species after that date. Mr Kuetzing says this species 
breeds on Montreal Island as he has seen them on the eastern 
part of theyisland in July. (Wintle.) Seldom met with around 
Quebec in summer; taken at Beauport. • (Dionne.) A rare, 
irregular spring migrànt in May and June. A pair was .observed 
gathering nest material, June 15th, 1902, at Scotch Lake, N.B. 
(IV. H. Moorfi j

A moderately common migrant around Ottawa. (Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) An uncommon warbler in eastern Ontario.
I saw one specimen in the grass at Lansdowne, Leeds Co., Ont. 
A few breed on the Magdalen Islands. I obtained a nest with 
four eggs taken there in June, 1898, ten feet from the ground, 
in a spruce tree. The eggs^are fully as large as those of 
the black-poll warbler, but ire differently marked. (Rev. C. J. 
Young.) Not abundant in the Parry Sound and.Muskoka districts.
I have met with it only during migration. (/. H. Fleming.) 
Though usually by no means abundant I think no spring season 
passes without a fair number visiting this locality. If they pass 
this way in the fall in any numbers I think they do so in company 
with D. striata which they at this season much resemble, and so 
are not noted. Occasionally in May they are unusually abundâAt 
—my note for 19th May, 1888, reading: “Heavy thunderstorm 
about 3 a.m. and another at 6 a.m. Morning much milder than of 
late, atmosphere very hazy. Vast influx of migrants, many of 
which had no doubt been kept back by the cold nights the past 1 
week. Bay-breasts were astonishingly numerous, and in fact, 
though it may seem strange, although many of the common/ 
warblers were here in full force, D.castanea was certainly the most} 
numerous—so much so in fact that at one time I counted no less 
than twelve feeding on the ground at one time, and in the space ■ 
of a few feet. The insects had been beaten down by the previous 
night’s storm. I also saw several of these birds taking a dainty 
little bath irTa puddle of water in company with many birds of 
widely divergent habits. (J. Hughes-Samuels.) Passing migrant 
at Guelph, Ont. Abundant this fall (1903). Seen about May 
15th and again about August 27th. (A. B. Klugh.)
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A rare summer resident in Manitoba. Only mentioned by a
few observèrs. (Thompson-Seton.) A rare summer resident at 
Avenue, Manitoba, arrived May 18th, 1903, and last seen August 
21st. (Norman Criddle.) A rare summer migrant at Indian Head, 
Assa. Only one individual seen in the spring of 1892, on June 
8th. Only one individual was seen at Medicine Hat,1 Assa., in 
the spring of 1894. (Spreadborough.) I found the nest of this 
species north of Waterloo, Ont., May 22nd, 1899; nest in a hemlock 
five' feet from the ground. (W.Ratm.) One was taken at Ox­
ford House, Keewatin, July 3rd, 1901. (E. A. Prebles.)

Breeding Notes.—Here the first nest that claimed my atten­
tion was one placed on the side of a small birch tree where a tuft 
of twigs grew out from the ground. I soon reached and secured 
this; it contained three fresh eggs; these were of a white hue with 
dottings and patches of a brownish or flesh colour, the nest itself 
being composed of fragments of bark, rootlets and hair; I did not 
then note the owner,, nor could I at that time have identified the 
species, but I gave them a name and placed them in my collection. 
Two years after—June, 1879—I was out >n a piece of swampy 
woods south of the town, when my attention was arrested by the 
actions of a small bird which was constructing a nest among some 
leafy twigs growing on the small horizontal branch of a little 
water-elm, about three feet out from the trunk and ten feet off 
the ground. Some days after I viewed this nest again, it then 
contained one egg, and three days more when I revisited it, I 
found the bird at home sitting on three eggs, which I inferred 
were the full set, and that incubation had begun. When this bird 
flpiw off her nest and took a position on a branch near-by, uttering 

/a few chip-like notes* identified her as a female bay-breasted 
j warbler. The nest^S® eggs were exactly like those above de­
scribed, and of course both belonged to the same species. Some 

days after this! found another nest of thi? bird in a neighbouring 
lowland wood; this was placed in the top of a small hemlock 
about fourteen feet from the ground, constructed of similar 
materials, and contained four eggs. Since then no nest of this 
species With eggs has come under my observation, but I have 
noted a few others in which young had apparently been raised. 
One of these was on the side of a small cedar where a little 
branch grew out, and about four feet off the ground; another, 
evidently a new nest, but af^er the breeding season when J found
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it, was placed among some leafy twigs on the side of a pretty 
large birch tree, five or six feet from the ground. This with a 
set of the first eggs of the species that I took are still in my 
collection, and a notable feature about the nest of this find is, 
that the beginning and outside of the nest is ornamented with 
pieces of birch bark, and usually also with insect cocoons. It 
much resembles the nest' of a chipping sparrow, but there is less 
hair in the inside, and the foundation is less bulky. Inside, it is 
about two inches across, by one and a half deep. (W. L. Kells.)

’ MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Five; one purchased with the Holman collection in» 1885 ; two 
taken at Brandon, Man., June, 1880, by the writer; one taken at 
Indian Head, Assa., June 8th, 1892, and another at Medicine Hat, 
Assa., May 19th, 1894, by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

661. Black-poll Warbler.
Dendroica striata (Forst.) Baird. ^858.

One specimen sent from Godtj>atrB7 Greenland in 1853. (Arc/. 
Man.) Abundant throughout the wooded portion of Labrador. 
Breeds plentifully at Fort Chimo, where seven nests and eggs 
were obtained in 1884 by Turner. (Packard?) Observed one at 
Fort George, June 20th, 1896, and two more between the fort and 
Richmond Gulf ; common all across Ungava from Richmond 
Gulf to Fort Chimo; I believe the last of them left the country 
for the south about August 23rd, 1896, as on that day I saw the 
last one near Fort Chimo. (Spreadborough.) A very abundant 
and characteristic bird, of northeastern Labrador; as far north as 
the limit of timber near Cape Aillik. (Bigelow.) Apparently not 
uncommon in summer in Newfoundland. (Reeks.) Seen in large 
numbers on the Humber River, Newfoundland, August 27th, 1899. 
(Louis H. Porter) A not uncommon summer resident at Halifax, 
N.S. (Downs.) Appeared in numbers on Sable Island, N.S.May 
21st, 1902. This was after a gale. (James Bouteillier.) Not 
common at Baddeck, Cape Breton Island. (F. H. Allen) Com­
mon during the spring and autumn migrations. Rare in summer 
at St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain.) A rare spring migrant at 
Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (Il. H. Moore) A very abundant 
bird on the Magdalen Islands; breeding everywhere. (Bishop) 
Decidedly the most numerous of the warblers on the Magdalen

*



6l6 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA.

Islands, and fairly common at Anticosti as well as along the 
north shore of the St. Lawrence. (Brewster.) Not rare at 
Lake Mistassini, Que. (J.M.Macoun) A rare migrant in spring 
at Quebec. (Dionne.) I consider this species an irregular spring 
migrant, and have not met with them l/ere in the autumn. (Wintle.)

A moderately common migrant 'in .the yfeinity of Ottawa. 
(Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) I have seldom seen this bird in east­
ern Ontario. I found this to be the commonest warbler by far in 
Magdalen Islands in June, 1897; I found four nests all built in 
bushy spruce trees at from two to five feet from the ground; they 
are late birds to arrive there and do not commence to build until 
the middle of June; I noticed that the eggs were almost all blotch­
ed with dark umber brown as well as spotted and speckled like 
the last species. (Rev. C. J. Young.) The black-polls seem very 
local here, as, though I have found them decidedly abundant dur­
ing the last two years in a particularly nice little patch of tall wil­
lows near the lake shore, I do not know of any one else having 
noted a single specimen. May 15th is the earliest date^on whjch 
I have seen them—three males appearing then, and increasing in 
numbers till 26th May, when the first females were seen; by 2nd 
of June all had passed on; my earliest fall note is 27th August, 
and from this date on the numbers daily increase till the trees are 
almost alive with their weak call-notes. * While with us in the 
spring the males keep up their somewhat insect-like notes at 
intervals during the whole day, as they glide frtbm branch to 
branch—not dashing and darting about with the vim .that is so 
characteristic of many members of this family. (J. Hughes-Samuel.)
A passing migrant at Guelph, Ont.; not common. (A. B. Klugh.) 
Taken at Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay. (Clarke.) At Oxford 
House, June 30th to July 4th they were rather common; on July 
10th we noticed a pair in a thicket that bordered Hayes River, a 
few miles above York Factory, and on arriving at that post we 
again found the birds rather common; at Fort Churchill, where 
they were also common we took another^pecimen, July 24th, 1901. 
(E. A. Prebles.)

jOne specimen of this species was procured at Wood Mountain 
on the 49th parallel.by Dr. G. M. Dawson, Geologist of the Eng­
lish Commission. (Coues.) A rare migrant in Manitoba; probably 
breeding. (Thompson-Seton.) A tolerably common spring visitant, 
possibly breeds at Avenue, Manitoba. (Norman Criddle.) This is .
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a common spring migrant at Indian Head, Assa., two individuals 
were seen May 9th, 1892 ; towards the end of the month they 
became common, but all disappeared by June 5th ; first saw one 
male May ioth,.i894, at Medicine Hat, Assa.; quite common by 
the 16th, all disappeared by the end of May ; some may breed, 
as they acted as if they would ; a few individuals seen at Old 
Wives' Creek, Assa., late in May, 1895 » one individual seen at 
the upper crossing of Lob-stick Creek, northwest of Edmon­
ton, June, 1898 ; a common breeding species at Banff, Rocky 
Mountains in the summer of 1891 ; observed a pair at Bragg’s 3 
Creek about 40 miles southwest of Calgary, June 28th, 1897. 
(Sprtadborough) . One specimen secured at the Grand Rapids of " 
the Saskatchewan. (Nutting.) Two or three individuals seen on the 
Athabasca River near Lesser Slave River. (/. M. Macoun.) Our 
specimen of this bird was killed by an Indian in the. neighbour­
hood of Cumberland House, in the latter end of May. (Richardson.)
North to Lapierre’s House, on the Mackenzie River ; common. 
(Ross.) More plentiful than D. coronata, although only 21 nests 
were secured. (Macfarlane.) They were all similarly situated, and 
contained four or five eggs, arid two or three of them were on the 
ground. I shot a black-poll warbler in the first plumage atQues- 
nel, B.C., but was unable to find it in the thick brush; I am very » 
well acquainted with the species and am positive of its identity. 
(Brooks.) Although this species has its breeding grounds in* the 
wooded interior it occurs along the sea-coast of Norton Sound 
during the spring migration. (Nelson.) This species was obtained 
only at Fort Yukon on September 18th, 1875, also in 1877; it 
is not common at any time in that locality. (Turner.) At Log 
Cabin in the White Pass on June 15th, 1899, this species was com­
mon; on July 5th took £ male at Lake Marsh and two specimens 
were taken at Caribou Crossing, B.C. (Bishop.) One specimen 
taken at Fort Kenai, Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, by Bischoff. (Osgood)
Found breeding in the Kowak valley, Kotzebue Sound, Alaska,in 
1899. (Grinned.) An adult female was taken on Sheep Creek on 
the Kenai Peninsula, Alaska ; besides being noted at several 
other points and no doubt breeds there. (Chapman)

• MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Fifteen; one taken at Ottawa by the writer in May, 1888, and 
two others by Dr. F. A. Saunders in May, 1890 ; one taken at
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Hamilton, Ont.^by Mr. Mcllwraith in May, 1888; two taken at 
Indian Head, Assa. in May, 1892; one at Old Wives' Creek, Assa., 
May 2i^t, 1895; s*x at Medicine Hat, Assa., in\May, 1894, and two 
at Banff, R^cky Mountains on June 22nd, 1891, all by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough.

Three sets of three eggs; two taken at Fort Chimo, Labrador in 
1896 by Mr. G. Boucher; one taken on the upper Hamilton River, 
Labrador in 1894, by Mr. A. P. Low.
662. Blackburnian Warbler.

Dendroica blackburniœ (Gmel.) Baird. 1858.
A young specimen taken in Greenland a( Frederickshaab, 

October 16th, 1845, *s referred here. (Arct. Man.) Audubon, 
Vol. II., p. 48, saw several in Labrador. (Packard.) A very rare 
summer resident inland in Nova Scotia. (Downs.) Rare at Bad- 
deck, Cape Breton Island, July, 1898. (Macoun.) An occasional 
summer resident at St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain.). A tolerably 
common summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (IV. H. 
Moore.) Not very common summer resident at Quebec; taken at 
Charlesbourg. (Dionne.) A common transient visitant at Mont­
real. Observed here from May 10th to 24th, but not met with in 
the autumn. (Wintle)

A common migrant at Ottawa. A male in full plumage was 
seen in Dow’s swamp, June 24th, 1890, by Dr. F. A. Saunders. 
(Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) Commonly seen as a migrant in 
Leeds Co., Ont., in the month of May. I never saw a nest or 
resident birds. (Rev. C.J. Young.) A common summer resident 
in Parry Sound and Muskoka districts. (/ H. Fleming.) Observed 
several in thick woods in Algonquin Park, Ont. They keep to 
the tops of the trees. I have never seen them near the ground. 
(Spreadborough) This beautifully attired warbler is just plenti­
ful enough at Toronto for alj who desire to make their acquaint­
ance annually to do so with but little trouble. Their favourite 
resort is among the hemlocks and similar growths. Usually 
reaching us about 10th May and I have seen a few as early as 3rd 
of May. In the year 1900 I saw several on 21st August. (/. 
Hughes-Samuel) A rare summer resident, but a fairly common 
migrant at London, Ont. (IV. E. Saunders.) A passing migrant, 
fairly common at Guelph, Ont. Seen about May 8th and again 
about August 28th. (A. B. Klugh) ' ‘

>
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A rare summer visitor in the western part of Manitoba, but more 
common in the eastern part where it doubtless breeds. I noticed 
it only once at Carberry. (Thompson-St/on.) A rare spring 
migrant at Avenue, Manitoba. (Norman Criddle.) This species is 
recorded by Murray from Severn House and Trout Lake, Kee- 
watin under the name Sylvicola parus. (E, A. Prebles.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four; one taken by the writer at Ottawa in May, 1888, another 
by Dr.oF. A. Saunders May 27th, 1891; one taken at Toronto in 
1886 by Mr. S. Herring; one in Algonquin Park, Ont., May 29th, 
1900, by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

665. Black-throated Gray Warbler.
Dendroica nigrescens (Towns.) Baird. 1858.

fThis species was taken at Agassiz and at Hastings, in the Fraser 
valley in May, 1889. Four individuals were shot at Huntington 
on the International Boundary in September, 1902. These were 
the only ones seen. (Spreadborough.) British Columbia. {Lord.) 
Found on the coast only; not common. (S/lrf<z/,w.)_Not common; 
I have only noticed it on the coast. {Fannin.) Tolerably com­
mon summer resident at Chilliwack. {Brooks.) On Vancouver 
Island the peculiar song of nigrescens was occasionally detected 
but no birds secured. I feel quite sure that I saw a pair in the 
mountains back of Clinton, B.C. {Rhoads.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four; one taken at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, in April, 1889, 
three at Huntington, B.C., September 23rd, 1901, by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough.

667. Black-throated Green Warbler.
Dendroica virens (Gmel.) Baird. 1858.

One specimen sent from Julianshaab in 1853. {Arct. Man.) A 
tolerably common summer resident in Newfoundland. {Reeks.) 
Common summer resident in pineSand spruce woo<js at Halifax, 
N.S. {Downs.) Several seen May 25th, at Sydney, Cape Breton 
Island, N.S. {C. R. Harte.) Quite common in spruce trees at 
Brackley Point, Prince Edward Island ; breeding June, 1888 ;



620 GEOLOGICAL SUftVBY OF CANADA.

common at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape Breton Island, July, ' 
1898. (Macoun.) Abundant at every pUce visited on Prince Ed­
ward Island where the forest was of considerable size. (Dwight.) 
A common summer migrant in thy vicinity of St. John, N.B.
(1Chamberlain) A common summef resident at Scotch Lake, 
York Co., N.B. (W. H. Moore.) Rare oç the Magdalen Islands; 
one pair seen on Grindstone Island. (Bisfityk) Rare in the Resti- 
gouche valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.) Met with only about 
Port Hawksbury, Cape Breton Island, and at Fox and Ellis bays, 
Anticosti. (Brewster.) A rather common summer resident at 
Quebec ; taken at Charlesbourg. (Dionne.) A common spring 
migrant, but a scarce summer resident at Montreal. Observed 
here about May 7th and leave about October 10th. (IVintle.)

A moderately common migrant in the vicinity of Ottawa. 
(Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) A few of these birds are to be met 
with in eastern Ontario in the breeding season; I met with a nest 
once in the month of July, 1898; this was on Deer Islancf, one of 
the Thousand Islands; it was built in a pine tree about 25 feet 
from the ground and at the time contained young birds. (Rev.
C. J. Young.) A common summer resident in Parry Sound and 
Muskoka districts. Mr. Kay refers to it as only just becoming 
common at Port Sydney, Muskoka in 1890. (/. H. Fleming.) Not 
very common in summer in Algonquin Park, Ont. in 1900; only a 
few observed in the tree tops in thick woods. (Spreadborough) 
Abundant summer resident around Toronto. (/. Hughes-Samuel)
A rather common summer resident in the deeper cedar swamps 
around London; abundant as a migrant; a common breeding bird 
in North Bruce. (IV. E. Saunders.) Fairly common summer 
resident at Guelph, Ont., and abundant during migrations. This 
year (1903) it has been as common a breeder as the yellow and 
black-and-white warblers and by far our most abundant migrant; 
arrives about May 1st and leaves about September 30th. (A. B. 
Klugh.)

One specimen taken at Medicine Hat, Assa., May 17th, 1894 ; 
the only one seen; first seen at Edmonton, Alta., May 15th, 1897; 
common in spruce woods by May 22nd; breeding in the woods; 
one pair seen at Peace River Landing in Lat. 56° 15'in June, 1903. 
(Spreadborough) This species was seen at Avenue, Manitoba, on 
May 13th and 17th, 1898. (Norman Criddle)
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MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
• •

Twelve ; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885 ; 
two taken at Ottawa by the writer in May, 1888, also two others 
by Dr. F.A. Saunders in May, 1890 ; one taken at Toronto, Ont., 
by Mr. S. Herring; two at London, Ont., by Mr. W. E. Saunders; 
one taken in Algonquin Park, Ont., May 29th, 1900, one at 
Medicine Hat, Assa., on May 18th, 1894 and two at Edmonton, 
Alta., May, 1897, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

Two sets of eggs; one set of four eggs taken at Wolfville, N.S., 
June 17th, 1896, by Mr. H. F. Tufts; nest in a small fir tree four 
feet from the ground, composed of fine twigs and grasses lined 
with hair; another of four eggs taken at Halifax, N.S., June 15th, 
1890, by Col. James T. Egan.

668. Townsend’s Warbler.
Dendroica townsendi (Towns.) Baird. 1858.

A few individuals seen at Revelstoke, B.C., in May, 1890, and 
a male shot on the 23rd. One taken at Huntington, on the Inter­
national Boundary, in September, 1902, the only one seen; first 
seen 011 Vancouver Island, April 19th, 1893; shortly after they 
began to nest in the Douglas firs near Victoria. A common 
summer resident on the island. (Spreadborough.) British Colum­
bia. {Lord.) A single specimen was collected at Mount Lehman 
in September. {Streator.) East and west of Coast Range ; not 
common. {Fannin.) Migratory at Chilliwack; scarce. {Brooks.) 
Abundant on Vancouver Island, but rare east of the Coast Range. 
{Rhoads.) One specimen seen at English Bay near Vancouver,B.C., 
August 8th, 1894. {E. F. G. White.) One taken at Cumshewa Inlet, 
Queen Charlotte Islands, Jun^ 1 gtn and five others at Skidegate, 
July 14th; Mr. Keen found it at Massett and noted its spring 
arrival from 1891 to 1898. {Osgood.) A single adult female taken at 
Sitka, Alaska, August 14th, and two others seen at the same time. 
{Grinnell.) Hartlaub states that this species was once seen by Dr^ 
Krause on May 27th, in conifers of upper Dejah valley, Alaska, 
which is probably the most northern point from which it has yet 
been recorded. {Nelson.) Osgood took a male at Skagway, May 
31st. It was tolerably common at Glacier in the dense woods of 
spruce and fir, and unquestionably nesting. Altogether we noted 
about twenty individuals during our stay. Osgood took an adult
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at the southern end of Lake Marsh, north of Lat. 6o°, in the 
Yukon district, July 1st, and I an adult female and a young female 
on the west shore of Lake Labarge, July 14th. This is a new 
species to the Yukon valley. (Bishop.) Two specimens taken 
respectively in Kenai Mountains, Alaska, August 14th, and at 
Sheep Creek, August 17th, considerably extend the range of this 
species to the westward. (Chapman)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Fourteen; one taken at Revelstoke, B.C., May 23rd, 1890; two 
at Huntington, B.C., in June, 1901; eleven at Victoria, Van­
couver Island, April and May, 1893, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

669. Hermit Warbler.
Dendroica occidentals (Towns.) Baird. 1858.

A summer resident, chiefly west of the Coast Range in British 
Columbia. (Fannin.) We have no other record of this species 
and yet we have looked for it every season.

670. Kirtland’s Warbler.
Dendroica ktrtlandi Baird. 1858.

This is said to be the only warbler occurring in North America of 
which the nest and eggs are unknown; and prior to the past 
spring (1900) the appearance of this bird in Canada has not been 
recorded as far as I have been able to ascertain. My notes are as 
follows : “ 16th May, 1900, 5.30 a.m., morning dull; east wind, 
warblers, &c., plentiful. After a while I was attracted to the 
centre of a cluster or tall willow trees by notes—strong, clear 
and with quite a musical ring—and as the song, short but remark­
ably pretty was quite new to me I approached carefully under 
cover of a tree trunk and found myself within a few feet of my 
new acquaintance, for such it proved to be. While watching 
the bird with my field glass I noticed a tendency to jerk his tail 
slightly, and not like the ostentatious jerk of a water thrush, but 
more after the nervous manner I have seen adopted in fall by 
Wilsoniapusilla. As soon as the bird observed me he darted into 
another tree, hiding behind a branch, but, curiously enough, still 
singing. I approached under cover and on taking the bird found 
I had been fortunate enough to secure a specimen of D. kirtlan\i 
in good plumage. On stepping the^distance from the tree where
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I was standing to the tree on which the bird was singing when I 
first heard him I found it to be no yards which goes to show the 
power of his voice. (/. Hughes-Samuel.)

671. Pine Warbler.
Dendroica vigorsii (Aud.) Stejn. 1885.

Several seen on June 20th, September 27th, 1902, on Sable 
Island, N.S. ( James Bouteillier.) Said to occur in New Brunswick 
by Dr. Adams. (Chamberlain.) Specimens have been taken in 
Quebec prior to 1889. {Dionne.) A scare transient visitant at 
Montreal. I have shot specimens of this warbler on the spur of 
Mount Royal from September 12th to 26th. (IVintle.)

A rare spring migrant at Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) 
One taken by Mr. Tavernier on April 30th, 1898, is the only record 
I have for either the Parry Sound or Muskoka district. (/. H. 
Fleming.) I found these birds quite abundant among the pines 
west of Toronto in 1894, the first arrivals were noted on the 21st 
April; on the 8th May, 1895, I took one specimen and on 20th 
April, 1896, met another single bird; since these dates I have not 
met with the species, either on account of none having visited 
this district or more likely because the haunts in question have 
been denuded of the trees. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) Rather rare 
both as a migrant and summer resident, though it may be found 
each year in a few pine woods around London, Ont. (IV. E. 
Saunders.) A tolerably common summer resident to the north 
and east of Manitoba. (Thompson-Seton.) A tolerably common- 
summer resident at Avenue, Manitoba; it arrives about MttV^gth 
and leay;s about September 2nd. (Norman Criddle.)

MUSEUM^SPECIMENS.

Six; four taken at Ottawa by Dr. F. A. Saunders in September, 
1891 ; one taken at Revelstoke B.C., in May, 1890, by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough; one purchased with the Holmancollection in 1885.

672. Palm Warbler.
Dendroica pabnarum (Gmel.) Baird. 1858.

This species was found common and breeding in the Mer Bleué? 
July 3rd, 1890, by Messrs. W. E. and F. A. Saunders and several 
of the young were shyt; it wa^.again seen there August 9th of the

s
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same year. {Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) Often [found in places 
where one would not usually look for warblers; the palm warbler 
reaches ùs at ^Toronto early in May in fair numbers, and some­
times in tte^ail it is certainly abundant, as was (he case during 
the last week in Septembty, 1899. (/. Hughes-Samuel\) Occurs
regularly at Toronto but. is sometimes rare. {J. M. Fleming.) 
Usually rare in the migrations, ,but sometimes quite common 
around London, Ont.; not Imown to breed in this district. (jy. E. 
Saunders.) C_-

• v

A fairly common spring and autumn migrant at Avenue, Man.; 
first seen about May Ioth and bst seen Oct. 6th, 1903. {Norman 
Criddle.) An abundant migrant m eastern Manitoba; apparently all 
go north to breed. {Thompson-Seton) Taken at Fort Churchill, 
Hudson Bay. {Clarke.) One was seen on a small willow-covered 
island in Hill River,-September 4th, 1901. [E. A. Prebles.) A 
single specimen of this species was shot on the swampy banks of 
the Saskatchewan at Cumberland House, in a shady thicket of 
willows, alders and ash-leaved maples. {Richardson.) North to 
Fort Resolution on Great Slave Lake; rare. {Ross)

672a. Yellow Palm Warbler.

Dendroica palmarum hypochrysea Ridgw. 1876.
A specimen was obtained by Drexlera^ Moose Factory in July, 

i860; Audubon, Vol. II., p. 55, found them plentiful in Labrador; 
young seen in August. {Fackard.) One of the earliest spring 
migrants and tolerably common in Newfoundland. {Ree'cs.) Seen 
in large flocks on the Humber River, Newfoundland, 1899. (Louis 
H. Porter) ■ One of the earliest arrivals in Halifax, N.S.; not very 
common. {Downs) A common summer resident at Sydney, Cape 
Breton Island. {C. R. Hartc.) A few observed at Baddeck, Cape 
Breton Island, in June, 1890. {F. H. Allen.) An incubating female 
taken atTignish, Prince Edward Island is the only evidence I have 
of this bird’s occurrence there. {Duight.) The first spring warbler 
at St. John, N.B.; breeds abundantly. {Chamberlain) Spring mig­
rant at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. {IV: H. Moore) A rare 
spring migrant at Quebec. {Dionne.) rare transient visitant at 
Montreal; I shot a male specimen of thk. species May 7th, 1891, 
on the spur of Mount Royal, this is the only example of this 
warbler that I have met with in this district. ( Wintle.)

1 I % ~
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* A rare migrant at Ottawa; latest record May 6th and 8th, 1888. 
{Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) I noticed this bird to be very com- 
jnon in bushy places and waste ground on Wolfe Island near' 
Kingston, Ont., near the end of April and beginning of May, 1900. 
They were migrating but for a few days were quite tame, alight­
ing a good deal on the ground at the base of small bushes. (Rev.
C. T. IK>uncrS

673. Prairie
Dendron 
aly note
Dendroicd discolor (Vieill.) Baird. 1858.

The only note * have of this bird reads :—“ nth May, 1900. 
Very cold morning>and I did not see more than a dozen common 
warblers from 5 to 7$kçi. As I was coming home I saw a small but 
active little warbler which was quite new to me and I followed it 
for a considerable distance as it passed quickly from tree to tree. 
Ultimately I took it and was pleased to find that I had a speôi- 
men of the prairie warbler, the first recorded appearance of this 
bird in Ontario. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) On May nth, 1906, while 
on a collecting expedition near Toronto, Ont., I took a male 
prairie warbler in full plumage. (/. H. Ames in The Auk, Vol.
VITTII ___S \ -■XVIII., p. 106.)

U u CCXXI*X. SEIURUS Swainson. 1827. .n

Nt4. Oven Bird, Golden-crowned Thrush.
urus aurocapillus (Linn.) Swains. 1827.

A skii^taken at Nanortalik, Greenland, in May, 1882, is in the 
museum at Copenhagen. ( Winge.) s^earns, p. 116, records this 
species as/ breeding in southern Labrador. (Packard.) Very 
abundant\along the Moose Riverf seemed to prefer the hillsides 
of the river valley that have a heavy growth of birch and poplar; 
none observed as far north as Moose Factory in Ï896. (Spread- 
borough.) Locally common as far north as Aillik in north­
eastern Labrador. (Bigelow.) A summer migrant in New­
foundland, but not common. (Reeks.) A common summer 
resident at Halifax, N.S. (Downs.) A few observed at Baddeck, 
Cape Breton Island, In June, 1890. (F. H. Allen.) A common 
summer resident at Sydney, Cape Breton Island. (C. R. Harte.) 
One was noted at Tignish, Prince Edward Island, and a number

14^
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at Scurfs in the hardwpod timber. (Dwight.) A common sum­
mer resident at St.John, N.B. (Chamberlain.) Common summer 
resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (IV. H. Moored) Tol­
erably common in the Restigouche vallçy, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.) 
Rather common on Grindstone ' Island, Magdalen Islands. 
(Bishop) A single pair was observed at Ellis Bay, Anticosti, 
July 24th. (Brewster) With us this bird is a common summer 
resident arountFQuebec. (Dionne) A common summer resident 
at Montreal. Breeds in Mount Royal park. Nests with eggs 
frynd June 5th and 13th and young fledged, June 21st. Observed 
here May 8th to September 15th. (Wintle)

A common summer resident around Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, 
Vol. V.) A very common species in eastern Ontario throughout 
the summer and heard in almost every large wood, especially 
where beech trees grow. It makes its domed nest on the ground 
among the leaves. One I found 29th/May, 1896, contained six 
eggs. (Rev. C. J. Young) One df th£. most abundant summer 
residents in Parry Sound and Muskoka districts. Breeds on the 
ground, usually in the open hardwood bushto*(/. H. Finding) 
Everywhere common in hardwood bush in Algonquin Park, Ont. 
June ancfjuly, 1900. (Spreadborough.) Abundant around Toronto. 
Breeds in many places near the city. (J. Hughes-Samuel) 
Abundant resident in all suitable localities around London, Ont. 
(IV. E. Saunders) Common summer resident at Guelph, Ont. 
Arrives about May 6th and leaves about Sept. 22nd. (A. B.
Klugh) A specimen was taken at Moose Factory, James Bay, 
in the summer of 1881 by Walter Haydon. (E. A. Prcbles)

A common summer resident at Avenue, Manitoba. It arrives 
on an average of eight years on May 15th, and leaves about the 
middle of September. (Nopman Criddle) A common summer 
resident of woodlands throughout Manitoba. (Thompson-Seton) 
Only one specimen seen at Medicine Hat, Assa., May 17th, 
1894; none at Indian ^Head in 1891 ; abundant from the mouth 
of Lesser Slave River to Peace River Landing, Lat. 56° 15', in 
June, 1903; common from Edmonton to the crossing of the Mc- 
LgpdSijver, in June, 1898; first seen May 14th, 189.7. aS Edmon­
ton, Alta.^y the 22nd they were common in'poplar ifrfcber on 
the hillsides along the rivers and streams. Nests finished but no 
eggs by June 3rd. (Spreadborough) ' Not rare between Athabasca 
Landing and Lesser Slave River; first noted May 30th; a few

*
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seen at Fort McMurray, bat. 56° 40'. A few individuals at the 
north end of Methye portage. (/. M. Macoun.) This very pretty 
bird breeds on the banks of the Saskatchewan, and perhaps in 
still higher latitudes. One was killed at Cumberland House, 
June 1st, 1827. (Richardson.) From Fort Yukon, some distance 
down the river, this bird is known to breed. DaU tells us that it 
is common in that region, and on May 30th secured a single 
specimen above Nulato; its nesting range extends within the 
Arctic Circle on the upper Yukon. {Nelson.)' Osgood took a 
male at Skagway, Alaska, May 31st, 1899. At Glacier it was 
tolerably common in the dense woods of spruce and fir and un­
questionably nesting; altogether we noticed about twenty indi­
viduals during our stay. Osgood took an adult at the southern 
end of Laite MarSfa, July 1st and I an acquit female and a young 
female on the west shore of Lake Labairge, July 14th. This is a 
new species to thy Yukon valley. {Bishop.) Accidental on Van­
couver Island ayEsquimault. {Ridgway.)

BREEDiNtTNoxES.—On the 14th June as I was passing with a 
team of horses attached to a wagonV along a road-way through 
the above mentioned wood, my companion directed my attention 
to the action of a small bii^ that was seen to flush almost from 
under the horses’ feet, and by her manner of running along the 
gro ind, indicated that she had been disturbed off her nest. A 
little search discovered her home which contained three young 
just hatched out ; this„was a nest of an oven birtl, otherwise 
known as the accenator, or golden-crowned thrush ; if was partly 
sunk in the virgin mould, amid dry leaves and some wild-flower 
stalks, and under a small branch, and composed of dry leaves ar 
decayed vegetable stalks, and being covered over like a sml_„ 
hut, or oven, was spvwell concealed that (he passer-by eCen in 
searching for iLfrflmd fail in most Zc&sesVm notice it, and this site 
was only a few inchès from whetg-^ht horses and cattle had 
walked with heavy steps, and where the wheels of the wagon had 
sunk deeriiy the soft earth; it contained three young just hatched; 
and the nfother bird in leaving it acted more like a mouse than a 
creature with wings. {IV. L. Kells.), .‘A nest with four eggs found 
on July 1st, 1903, near Ottawa; it was" under a bed of dead leaves, 
roofed over but with a side entrance and had the form of an' 
oven; the materials used were leaves and grass; it was six inches
long, six inches wide and four inches high; thecntrance was three

/
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inches wide and one and a half inches high. (Garneau.) Breeds 
at Rice Lake and fairly common at Carleton Junction, Qnt.; Mr.
Kells has found it nesting at Listowel in northern Ontario. (IK 
Raine.) The four eggs of this bird are laid about the fir$t part of 
June in a dome-shaped n^st of grasses and leaves placed on the 
ground in woods of anxed growth. (W. H. Moore.) Nests in 
woods, thickets and stamps at Guelph, Ont. ; nest domed, vary­
ing much in composition; most nests are composed of dried grass, 
leaves, twigs and plant stems, lined with leaves and a little hair, 
the dome being composed of fine wiry grass; some nests are com­
posed alfnost entirely of pine needles; eggs mostly five in num­
ber, pinky-white,very variable as to markings, but usually spotted 
and blotched, mostly in the form of a wreath on the larger end, 
with dark reddish brown, light brown and pale lavender. (A. B. 
Ktugh.) Nest found near Hemlock Lake, Ottawa, built on the 
ground, composed of dead leaves, moss and grass lined with fine 
grass and rootlets, eggs four, white, profusely speckled with red- 

• dish brown and lilac. (G. R. White.)
- , '< ‘

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885; one 
taken at Ottawa by the writer on May 5th, 1888, and another by 
Dr. F. A. Saunders on June 1st, 1891; one taken at Edmonton, 
Alta., May 22nd, 1897, by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

One set of five eggs taken at Ottawa and presented to the 
museum.

675. Water Thrush.
Seiurus noveboracemis (Gmel.) BoNap. 1838.

Locally common on th# Labrador coast as far north as Aillik. 
(Bigelow.) Several individuals, young of the year among them, 
were procured by me at Davis Inlet in August, 188U; a speci 
was procured at Moose Factory, May 26th, i86ct by Dre: 
(Packard.) Very abundant all the way down Moose River to 
Moose Factory; also common at Fort George on James Bay, Lat. 
5%°; rare farther north; one specimen was taken on a river a short 
distance inland from Richmond Gulf. Another individual was 
seen on the Koaksoak above Fort Chimo, August 14th, 1896 ; 
always found on low wet ground. (Spreadborough.) Abundant 
along the Humber River, Newfoundland, 1899. (Louis H. Porter.)

9
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Rather common summer resident at Halifax, N.S.; occue^also at 
Kentville and Grand Lake. (Downs.) A pair seen at Sydney, 
Cape Breton Island, N.S. in" 1901. (C. R. Harte) Observed at 
Baddeck and Margaree, Cape Breton Island, N.S., July,-1898.
(Miuoun.) A few individuals were met with at Tignish, Prince 
Edward Isl&nd only. It is invariably found along brooks or in 
their near vicinity. (Dwight.) A summer resident but not a com­
mon bird at St. John, N.B. jChamberlain.) A tolerably common 
summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B., breeding in 
June. (W. H. Moore.) Met with frequently in the Restigouche 
valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox) Common and breeding at Lake 
Mistassini, Que. (J. M. Macoun.) A scarce summer resident 
around Montreal; it has been taken at Hochelaga and seen at St. 
Lambert, but no nests have been taken, though it evidently breeds 
on the island of Montreal. (Wintle.) Not uncommon around 
Quebec, taken at Beauport. (Dionne.)

A moderately common summer resident in the vicinity pf |Ot- 
tawa. (C ttawa NaturalAt, Vol. V.) I have noticed this bird both 
in the counties of Lanark and Leeds, Ont.; in the latter it breeds 
among the Thousand Islands of the St. Lawrence, as I found a 
nest as late as July, 1894. (Rev. C. J. Young.) A pair taken by _ 
Mr. Kay, at Port Sydney, Muskoka, Ont., on May 24th, 1889, is 
the only record I have for the district. (/. H. Fleming.) Com­
mon everywhere in the flooded woods at the margins of the lakes 
in Algonquin Park, Ont. (Spreadborough.) Breeds commonly 
around Belmont Lake-Peterboro’ Co., Ont.; in the fall migration 
it| is sometimes very aroundant near Toronto as was the case from 
the 12th August to 15th September, 1900. (J.Hughes-Samuel.) 
Common'in the migrations at London, Ont.; a few breed in retired 
localities. (IV. E. Saunders.) Common summer resident at Guelph,
Ont. ; arrives about April 30th, and leaves about August 29th.
(A. B. Klugh.) I have a set of five eggs that were t&ken by Mr. 
Kells at Listowel, western Ontario, on May 22nd, 1890; the nest 
was built in a cavity of a turned-up tree root in a swamp. (IV. 
Raine.) * -

Breeding Notes.—Nest found on the bank of the Rideau Rivçr. , 
near Ottawa; it was built by tne’side of a log and composed of 
moss, old leaves and plant stems, intermixed with black rootlets. 
Eggs 5, white with reddish brown spots, mostly at the larger end.
(G. R. White) Near the centre of the woodland, adjoining Wild-
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wood on the north, is a natural water “ runway ” where most of 
the large timber was up-rooted in the terrible wind and ice storm 
of April, some seven or eight years ago; in one of those up-turned 
roots, below which there is, in the early season, a deep pool of 
water, I have on several occasions, in past years, noticed a nest of 
a water-thrush, and expected this year to take a set of its eggs 
from a cavity in the same old root, but a delay of several days 
having occurred after the time when I intended to have visited it 
for that purpose, I found when I did so on the 28th May, that I 
was too late, the nest was there, but a glance at the four eggs which 
it contained showed by their galvanized appearance that they 
were far advanced in incubation, and I did not remove or revisit 
them; the cavity in which this nest was placed was small, the bird 
had either found it ready for her purpose, or had partly enlarged 
it, and the nest itself was made of weed-stems, dry grass, animal 
hair, and “ hair-moss.” Usually when the cavity is large, this 
species uses a quantity of dead leaves in the construction of her 

- nest. (IV. L.^Kells.) This bird is commoner at Sharbot Lake 
than on the St. Lawrence. Here I have found a number of pairs 
breeding in 1903. One pair had a nest and young on a small 
island, June 12th, 1903. (Rev. C.J. Young.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two taken in Algonquin Park, Ont., May 28th, 1900, by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough.

675a. Grinnell’s Water-Thrush.
Seiurus noveboracensis notabilis ^Ridgw.) Ridgw. 1885.

We saw our first water-thrush at Painted Stone Portage. It was 
close to the edge of the water and was running through the under­
growth which fringed the foot of a cliff. On the afternoon of the 
same day, June 26th, we noted another at Robinson Portage, and 
on June 30th, a third at Oxford Lake. When we arrived at Oxford 
House we found the species rather common, and from there to 
York Factory, as we descended the rivers, its sprightly song was 
heard daily. A pair seen at a portage on Hill River, July 7th, 
were feeding young just from the nest. Three specimens were 
taken in the marshy woods about York Factory, where the species 
was common July nth to 17th, and one was taken August 8th by 
Alfred E. Prebles on Churchill River about 15 miles above Fort

63O GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA.
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Churchill. These proved to be intermediate beivitznjwvaboracen- 
sis and notabilis, but nearer to notabilis. (E. A. Prebles.) Two 
specimens from Chemawawin, near Grand Rapids of the Sas­
katchewan, agree more nearly with the species than with 5. nova- 
boracensis ,notabi/^. {Nutting.) A specimen of this species was 
secured ,hi August west of .the Sweet Grass Hills, on the head­
waters of the Milk Ri^er. It was again observed in, the under­
growth surrounding some reedy pools near Chief Mountain. 
{Coues.) A summer resident along watercourses in Manitoba. 
They were very abundant at Humphrey’s Lake on August 9th, 
1884. Evidently preparing to migrate. {Thompson-Seton.) A 
common summer resident at Avenue, Manitoba, arriving about 
May 13th and leaving late in September. {Norman Criddle.) 
This is an abundant spring migrant at Indian Head, Assa., 
the first individual seen was on May nth, they became common 
at once and were abundant in spring for a few days along streams 
and shores of lakes; one specimen seen at Edmonton, May 15th, 
1897, evidently a migrant; common from the mouth of Lesser 
Slive River to Peace River Landing, in Lat. 56° 15', June, 1903; 
breeding around Vermilion Lakes at Banff, Rocky Mountains, 
July, 1891, rather scarce; one seen on the International Boundary 
near Rossland, in May, 1902. {Spreadborough.) This bird was 
only seen at Carlton House where it frequented the moist and 
thickly wooded points of the river,. It arrived in May and dis­
appeared in a few days, probably going further north to breed. 
{Richardson.) North to Lapierre’s House, on the Mackenzie 
River; common. {Ross.) Two specimens were taken at Duck’s, 
ACgu^t 7th and 9th, 1889. {Streator.) Found breeding along 
interior streams of British Columbia; Lac la Hache and Bonaparte 
River. {Rhoads.) Breeding at Quesnel, B. C., and less commonly 
at 158-Mile House. {Brooks.)

The barren coast of Behring Sea from the mouth of the Ydkon 
north and south affords it but little shelter in the spring, hence 
its extreme rarity there in spring. It occurs in spring where the 
dense growth of bushes about Kotzebue Sound affords it available 
breeding grounds. 'It is, in fact, one of the commonest bush- 
frequenting birds we have in the north. {Nelson.) Several speci­
mens of this bird were obtained at St. Michael in August, 1876. 
I have never observed it there during the breeding season. 
{Turner.) The first sound that I heard on the morning of August
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1st, when we were on a small island about 10 miles below Sixty- 
mile Creek, was the unmistakable alarm note of the water-thrush. 
This was the first time we had met with this species, and before 
starting that morning on our daily Yukon drift, Osgood and I 
each secured a young bird. Near Forty-mile Creek, Tatondu 
River and Charlie Creek water-thrushes were again met with. At 
Circle I saw several August i6th-20th, took one 15 miles above 
Fort Yukon, August 21st, and saw two in a thicket at the Aphoon 
mouth August 28th. The young in full plumage taken on the 
Yukon are clove-brown above, including wings and tail—far 
darker than is usual in notabilis—and have darker streaks below. 
{Bishop.) I have a nest and four eggs taken by Rev. Mr. Stringer 
at the mouth of Mackenzie River, June 10th, 1899. Nest on the 
ground under willows near the river bank. (IV. Raine.) For a 
few days after our arrival in August at the site of our new winter 
quarters on the Kowak, Kotzebue Sound, Alaska, this species 
was moderately common. It frequented the alder and willow 
thickets along the streams and was shy and restless. The species 
arrived in the spring on May 22nd, and was henceforth common, 
especially in the Kowak delta in June; but it was not detected 
west of the tree limit. (Grinnell.) An immature male was taken 
at Homer, Kenai Peninsula, Alaska, August 18th, 1901. This is 
undoubtedly a rare bird at Homer, as one specimen was all I 
noted. (Chapman)

24th, I

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two; one taken at Indian Head, Assa., May\dth, 1892; one at 
Peace River Landing, Lat. 56° 15' June 24th, 1903, both by Mr. 
XV. Spreadborough.

<>76. Louisiana Water-Thrush. • ^
Seiurus motacilla (Vieill.) Bonap. 1850.

A rare summer resident in Middlesex Co., Ont. ; not noted 
further north. (IV. E. Saunders.) The large-billed water-thrush 
is by no means so common a bird in Ontario as the preceding 
species, but along the southern border of the province, wherever 
there is a rocky ravine, its loud, clear notes are almost sure to bei 
heard in the spring, mingling with the sound of the falling water. 
It arrives from the south early in May and leaves in September. 
(Mcllwraith.)
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CCXXX. GEOTHLYPIS Cabanis.

677. Kentucky Warbler.

Geothlypis formosa (Wils.) Ridgw. 1885.
Taken at Quebec by Mr. Nelson. {Dionne.) Only one speci­

men known from near London, Ont. ; this was taken by Robert 
Elliott near Bryanston in a thicket of well grown thorn trees in 
May, 1898. ( W. E. Saunders.)

MUSEUM SPECIMEN.

One purchased with the Holman collection in 1885.

678. Connecticut Warbler.

Geothlypis agilis (Wils.) Gregg. 1870.
A rare migrant at London, Ont. (IV. E. Saunders.) A regular 

spring and autumn visitor to this district reaching us about 20th 
May and leaving for the north a few days liter, 30th May being 
the latest date on which I had noted it; as this bird is with us 
again before the end of August it is not unreasonable to hope that 
it will be found nesting at no great distance. While here the bird 
is very shy and keeps as much as possible to dense under-growths 
of vines, but when driven to the trees it tries to conceal itself by 
sitting motionless behind a limb; a curious habit of this bird is to 
walk slowly along the small branches of a tree peering into every 
crevice for insects, much after the manner Seiurusaurocapillus. Its 
song, which I have only heard on two occasions, has considerable 
merit, and it has also another note not at all unlike the well- 
known “teacher” of the oven-bird. I saw one or more of these 
birds daily from 22nd to 30th May, 1900; in the fall they are here 
during August and may be seen creeping cautiously through 
borders of Convolvuli and Nasturtiums ; on 18th May, 1896, I took 
a specimen in Jackson’s Park, Peterboro’. Ont. (/. Hughes- 
Samuel.)

A somewhat common summer resident of tamarac swamps in 
Manitoba; on June 21st, 1883, in the Carberry swamp found a nest 
and eggs of this species. For full description of this nest and 
eggs see The Auk for April, 1884, p. 192. On June 14th, 1884, at 
Duck Mountain, found one or two pairs breeding in the tamarac 
swamp near there. {Thompson-Seton.) A tolerably common summer
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resident at Avenue Manitoba, arriving about the middle of May 
and leaving about Sept. 7th. (Norman Criddle.) The writer paid a 
visit to the swamp south of Carberry in June, 1896, and had the 
good fortune to secure a nest on the outskirts of the bog and 
almost on a level with the water. It contained one egg and three 
very young birds; there seemed no scarcity of excited birds as I 
floundered through the bog.

(>79. Mourning Warbler.
Gt'othlypisPhiladelphia (Wils.) Baird. 1858.

One specimen obtained at the Fiskinæes in 1846, another at 
Julianshaab in 1853. (Arct. Man.) Rare about Halifax, but 
common in the interior of Nova Scotia as a summer resident. 
(Downs.) Apparently rare on Prince Edward Island, though a 
few were found at Souris in the bushy edges of dry fields, adjoin­
ing woods. (Dwight.) A rare summer resident at St. John, N.B. 
(Chamberlain.) Not uncommon in the upper part of the Resti- 
gouche valley, N.B. (Brittain <5* Cox.)

A rare species around Quebec; taken at Beauport. (Dionne.) 
Transient and scarce visitant aroifnd Montreal. Has been shot 
at Outremont and Hochelagar.'' (nantie.) A moderately common 
summer resident aropntT'Ottawa. ’ (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) 
A few of these birds breed in the county of Leeds, Ont. I met 
with the nest on 3lit May, 1893, containing four eggs much resem­
bling those of tht/yellow-throat. A peculiarity of the nest, and 
one I believe generally observed, is that it is lined with black 
fibres and rootlets and not as the yellow-throat with fine grass and 
hair. This bird is a common species during migrations on the 
Magdalen Islands and probably breeds there also. (Rev. C. J. 
Young.) A fairly common resident in Parry Sound and Muskoka 
districts. It is one of the latest arrivals in spring. (J. H. Fleming.) 
Quite common along the Parry Sound Railway in Algonquin 
Park, Ont., always in dry thickets. (Spreadborough.) A not un­
common summer resident all over western Ontario. (IV. E. 
Saunders.) Uncommon; but perhaps considered more so than it 
really is as the bird is such an adept at keeping out of sight. 
Still if one knows their haunts and reaches them about 18th to 
24th May he may see a few if he will only sit down close to the 
ground and keep quiet; though on walking through one of their 
favourite retreats one can be almost sure to hear the warning or
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scolding notes of any birds that may chance to be disturbed. Any 
that I have heard singing have been invariably perched on a dead 
branch well up from the ground. On seeing that they are observed 
they will dart to thick cover in which case one is not likely to see 
them again for some time. On 30th July, 1895, I met with a party 
of adults and young iSX^thick patch of cedars a few miles west 
of Toronto. From nth 30th May, 1899, I saw from one to six 
almost daily. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) Fairly common during mi­
grations, and breeds in fair numbers. Arrives about May 16th 
and leaves about September 1st". (A. B.Klugh.)

I was agreeably surprised to find this species breeding abund­
antly at Pembina. At the end of June I found a nest supposed 
to be of this species but the identification was not at all satisfac­
tory. (Coues.) A common summer resident of scrub lands, 
throughout Manitoba. (Thompson-Seton.) A tolerably common 
summer resident at Avenue, Manitoba; arrived May 24th, 1903, 
and disappeared early in September. {Norman Criddk,) This 
species was seen at Old Wives’ Creek, eastern Assiniboia, in May, 
1895. {Spreadborough.) A posable hybrid of this species and 
G. tolmici was taken at Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan. 
{Nutting.) This was a common species round Lake Manitoba 
in June, 1881. A nest was taken at “ the narrows ” on June i6th«=> 
(Macoun.)

Breeding Notes.—On June 14th, 1902, a nest with four eggs 
was found in a damp place near Montreal. It was built in a 
clump of golden rod three inches above the ground and composed 
of grass stems and leaves lined with thin black rootlets and hairs. 
Nest 4x3 and 2 25 x 175. Another nest was found in the forks of 
a small bush, the brim six inches from the ground and made of 
dried leaves, grass and bark, with a lining of hair-like roots, nest 
4 25 x 3 and 2 25 x 1 75. {Gameau.) Nest found near Tetreauville, 
Hull, Que., in a low bush, rather large for the size of the bird, com­
posed of moss, leaves and other vegetable matter, lined with grass 
and rootlets. Eggs 4, white, slightly sprinkled at the larger end 
with brown. {G. K. White.) Mr. Ottomar Reinecke, of Buffalo, has 
taken several sets of this species in the Niagara district, Ont. I 
have found a set of four that he collected at Sherkstown, Welland 
Co. The nest was built in a tussock of grass one foot from the 
ground. {IV. Raine.) I met with a nest near Lansdowne, Leeds 
Co., June 2nd, 1892. It was located in a rocky place among

z
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brambles and ferns near some large woods. It was a somewhat 
loosely built structure of weeds, leaves and dry grass, lined with 
some fibres and black hair hardly 12 inches above the ground and 
well concealed. {Rev. C.J. Young.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885; three 
taken in Algonquin Park, Ont., in May, 1900, by Mr. VV. Spread- 
borough.
«80. Tolmle’s^Warbler.

0

Geothlypis tolmiei (Towns.) Stone. 1899.
A single specimen 'of this species was soured in the Rocky 

Mountains in August, near Chief J Mountain. (Coucs.) Quite 
common in the brush along the ufyfer branches of| Swift Current 
Creek in the east end of the Cypres Hills, A'ss|a.; a nest was 
taken ôn June 25th,1 1894, it was placed under the root of a < 
turned-up tree on a few death sticks about six inches from the 
grpund and contained four eggs nearly hatched; nest very bulky, 
composed of reeds, liped with a little horse' hair and dry grass; on 
June nth, 1895, this species was taken at Wood Mountatfi Post, 
Assa.,and seen at Medicine Lodge,near the 49th parallel a few days 
later; very common in all the wooded ravines on the south side of . 
the Cypress Hills, a nest wa^taken on the 26th June along a creek 
in the hills; seen on the West Butte, Sweet Grass Hills and at 
Waterton Lake, on the 49th parallel, in July, 1895; quite common, 
and breeding at Banff, Rocky Mountains, in the summer of 1891; 
first seen at Edmonton, AlA., June 3rd, 1897, not common, found1 
ch)efly along ‘the high banks hack of the river where there is 
plenty of dead brush, they breed here without doubt ; observed 
from Lesser$lave Lake to Peaeë River Landing in June,1903; seen 
in the foothills south of Crow’s Nest Pass; seen at Revelstoke,B.C., 
May 21 st, 1890; they soon became common close to the ground )

* and commence! to "breed» later they were found at “Deer ParlTarTcf 
Robson, on the Columbia River, where they were common; occa­
sional on the north bank of the Thompson at Kamloops in June, 
1889; abundantjn low woods at Agassiz, B.C.,after May 9th, 1889; 
abundant at Chilliwack, B.C., in the spring of 1902; none were 
seen in the autumn; first objserv^d two males near Victoria, Van­
couver Island, May 9th, 1893; byThe nth of the month they were

. *
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common and soon spread .all over thç island, being found at 
Sooke, Nanaimo and Comox. (Spreadborough.)

Common summer resident in B.C.; breeds. treat or.) Acommon 
summer resident throughout the greater portion of the province. 
■(Fannin.) Common summer resident/at Chilliwack. (Brooks.) 
Found breeding in British Columbia at all localities and at all 
elevations. (Rhoads)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-one; one at Wood Mountain, Assa., Jyne nth, 1895, 
one at Edmonton, Alta., June 4th, 1897, three at Banff, Rocky 
Mountains, in June, 1891, one at Revelstoke, B.C., May 30th, 1890, 
two at Deer Park, Columbia River, B.C., June, 1890, three at Trail, 
B.C., May and June, 1902,. three at Agassiz, B.C.,jMay, 1889, three 
at Chilliwack, B.C., June, 1901, and six at" Victoria, Vancouver 
Island, May, 1^93, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

One set of tour eggs taken at Farewell Creek, on the south 
ide of the Cypress.Hills, AssS*., June 27th, 1895, by Prof.Macoun.r / 

A’Auis.Jr 'W.

681 rf. Northern Yellow-throat.
Geothlypis trichas brachidactyla (Swains.J'W. Palmer. 1900.

Common in southern portions of Labrador. Stearns Sports it 
from Natashquan. (Packard) A ^common summer migrant in 
Newfoundland. (Reeks) An abiSVidant summer resident at 
Halifax, N.S. ; breeding in wet places/ (Dozens) One indi­
vidual taken on Sable Island, N.S., May ,23rd, 1902. (/times 
Bouteillier) A pair seen at Sydney, Cape Breton Island, N.S., 
May 25th, 1901. (C. R. Harte.) Common at Baddeck and
Ma^aree, Cape Breton Island, July, 1898 ; Hunter’s River, 
Prince Edward Island, July 2nd, 1888. (Macoun.) Found 
■Sparingly in the western portions of Prince Edward Island. 
(Dwight.) Common near St. John, N.B., throughout the summer 
season. (Chamberlain) Common summer resident at Scotch Lake, 
York Co., N.B. (IV. H. Moore) Rare in the valley of the Resti- 
gouche River, N.B. (Brittain &■ Cox) Probably on the Magdakn 
Islands; not seen but heard. (Bishop) Met with at Fox Bay, 
Anticosti, where two specimens were seen. (Brewster.)

This is the most common warbler in eastern Quebec ; taken at 
Beaupôrt. (Dionne.) A common summer resident on Montreal 
Island. Breeds in Mount Royal park. (IVint/e.) A common
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summer reskle^t*«*rr^hTvkinity of Ottawa. (Cttaiva Naturalist, 
Vol. V.) A very common warbler about Lansdowne, Leeds Co., 
On^., where after the yellow warbler it is the most frequently seen 
of all others. I have found its nest several times, usually built in 
long grass and brush a little above the ground, sometimes as much 
as twelve inches. I 'have seen eggs in May, June and July. This 
species was also common on the borders of a matron Amherst 
Island, Lake Ontario. {Rev. C. J. Young.) A fainV common 
summer residêfc*4|i Parry Sound and Muskoka districts. Arrives 
about the sam^Hme as the mourning warbler. (/. H. Fleming.) 
Only one individual observed oti Moose River, near Moose Fac­
tory, June 7th, 1896; not common in Algonquin Park, Ont.; found 
in low wet ground amongst grass and low bushes. Saw a nest 
with four young about a week old in a clump of grass in a marsh 
on June 26th, 1900. {Spreadborou&h.) Generally abundant about 
Toronto. I have found it in great abundance in all suitable 
places near Peterborough, Ont. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) Common 
summer resident at Guelph, Ont. Arrives about May 10th and 
leaves about September 16th. {A. B. Klugh.)

Observed at Pembina, on Turtle Mountain, and in the Rocky 
Mountains, but not in the open country between these points. 
{ Cones.) An abundant summer resident in the wooded portions of 
Manitoba; the Maryland yellowthroat is an abundant resident at 
Duck Mountain, Man.; its favourite^haunts are low damp thickets, 
so that it is in a measure the complementary species of the mourn­
ing warbler, which manifests a liking for none but the driest of 
copses. {r/iompson-Seton.) This is a common breeding summer 
resident at Avenue, Manitoba; arrives about May 20th and stays 
to September. {Norman Criddle.) This is a common summer resid­
ent at Indian Head, Assa.; it was first seen May, 21st, 1892, and 
became common in a few days; thjty breed in considerable num­
bers, nesting in rushes about a foot from the grcmnd on the edge 
of small lakes; first seen at Medicine Hat, Assa., May 15th, 1894, 
they never became common; late in June the same year they ware 
very common in all the willow thickets bordering the upper 
branches of Swift Current Creek in the east end of, the Cypress 
Hills; one specimen was shot at 12-Mile Lake, near Wood Moun­
tain, Assa., June 6th, 1895; later in the month it was taken on 
Rocky Creek near the 49th parallel and on Frenchman’s River; 
it was common in the Cypress Hills wherever there was brush, and
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the same, in the Milk River valley and along St. Mary’s River and 
at Waterton Lake; first seen at Edmonton, Alta., May 27th, 1897, 
common and nesting in the willows by June 1st ; common from 
Edmonton to the summit of the Rockytylountains in Yellowhead 
Pass in July, 1898, breeding in willow thickets on*the borders of • 
marshes; common from Lesser Slave Like to Peace River Land­
ing, Lat. 56° 15', in June, 1903; quite common in the foothills 
from Calgary southward; a nest containing four eggs was found 
on Bragg’s Creek on June 28th, 1897, in a tuft of grass, nest made 
of dry grass; this was a common species at Banff, within the 
Rocky Mountains in June, 1891. (Spreeuiborough.) 

y* Breeding Notes.—Breeds at Ottawa and Lake Nominingue,
( 100 miles north of it, from the middle of May to the middle of 

^July. Nests in swampy places and undergrowth, on or near the 
ground, hidden among reeds, weeds and small bushes; they are 
made of reed-stalks, grasses and leaves, lined with fine grass and 
sometimes a few hairs; two nests were found in reed-plants hav­
ing the form of inverted cones five inches long. Nests average 
4x3 and 2 x V50. (Gameau.) Nests are bqilt in low bushes close 

‘to the ground at Ottawa, composed of dead leaves and grass, lined 
with fine grass, hair and rootlets. Eggs 4 to 6, white, sparingly 
sprinkled at larger end with brown. (G. R. White) The nests I 
have seen contained eggs the first week in June!; the nest is well 
concealed, but I have seen two, which were six or eight inches 
above the ground; one of these was in a small elm sapling, around 
which long rank grass grew; I could not assign the nest to any 
other species as the egy were similar to others I had seen and 
a male bird was hopping about in the immediate vicinity. (Rev. 
C. J. Young.)

MUSEUM specimens. or
Eleven; one taken at Ottawa by Dr. F. A. Saunders; one pur­

chased with the Holman collection in 1885; one taken at Ottawa 
in May, 1888, by the writer; one taken at 12-Mile Lake near Wood 
Mountain, Assa., June 5th, 1895, two at Medicine Hat, Assa., May, 
1894, three at Edmonton, Alta., in May, 1897, two at Banff, Rocky 
Mountains, June, 1891, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.-

Three sets of eggs; one of three taken at Indian Head, Assa , 
June 6th, 1892; one of four taken on Bragg’s Creek, foothills of 
Rocky Mountains, Alta., lunei28th._^aQ7. both by Mr. Spread- 

15 l '

»



640 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA.

borough; one set of four eggs taken at Lansdowne, Ont., Jurfe 
6th, 1888, by Rev. C. J. Young; nest a few inches from the grould
in a field, in clump of wild plum and spiraea.

6816. Pacific Coast Yellow-
Geotklypis trichas arizela Oberholser. 1899.

Pacific coast region of southern British Columbia to California. 
Taken at Comox, Vancouver Island. (Oberholser.) First seen at 
Revelstoke, B.C., on May 15th, 1890, later they became common 
and commenced to breed>the males were very much in evidence; 
late in June they were foqnd^ ^reeding at Robson, on the Colum­
bia River; one individual was observed in a marsh at Sheep Creek, 
on the International Boundary in May, 1902; quite common in 
thickets along the North Thompson at Kamloops, B.C., in June, 
1889; very common in wet woods at Agassiz, B.C.,dn May, 1889 ; 
observed a number at Chilliwack, B.C., in the spring of 1901; saw 
one at Huntington on the International Boundary, B.C., in autumn; 
rather rare on Vancouver Island, a few taken in 1893. (Spread- 
borough.) Common everywhere; breeds. (Streator.) A common 
summer resident throughout the greater portion of the province. 
{Fannin.) An abundant summer resident at Chilliwack. {Brjoks.) 
Rare on Vancouver Island, abundant at Lulu Island in the Fraser 
valley, ând about the shores of reedy lakes in the interior of 
British Colombia. {Rhoads.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS. A

Nine; two taken at Agassiz, B.C., May, 1889, one at Chilliwack,
B. C., May 27th, 1901, two at Burnaby Lake, near Vancouver, B.
C. , in April, 1889, three at Revelstoke, B.C., in May, 1890, and 
one at Robson, Columbia River, June 21st, 1890, all by Mr. W. 
Spre'adborough.

^CCXXXI. ICTERIA Vieillot. 1807. 

(83. Yellow-breastecLCh&t.

Icteria virens (Linn.) Baird. 1865.
The only specimen of this species I ever collected was on 16th 

May, 1884, when I found a dead individual near my house where 
it was probably killed by a telegraph wire. A week or^rafter'
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yards, when veiling Mr. Dickson, who is station-master on the 
4.T.R. at Waterdown, he pointed out to me an old, unused mill- 
race, grown 9p with briars and brambles, where the day before he 
had seen a pair of chats mated. Mr. Dickson was collecting at 

- the time, and was greatly surprised at their sudden appearance 
within ten feet of where he was standing, but on his moving back­
ward, with a view of getting to a safer shooting distance, they 
disappeared in the thicket ând did not again become visible, 
though they kept up their scolding as^png as he remained near 
the ptoqe. A pair of this species was So found by Mr. Saunders 
breeding on the north shore of Lake Erie, near Point Pelee, which 
completes the record for Ontario, so far as I have heard. (Me-
Ilwraith.) - > / ' ^

' 1 C
MUSEUM SPECIMEN. V

One specimen purchased with the Holman collection in 1885.

683a. Long-tailed Chat.
Jcteria virens longicauda (Lawr.) Coues. 1872.

1/ In the bushes which/line the banks of the Thompson River,
below Ashcroft, B.Cyl secured two males of this species; another 
was heard singingzm a ranch above the town. (Rhoads.) From 
Kamloops south through the Okanagan district of B.C. (Fannin.) 
Sumas, in the Fraser River valle/, 26th May, 1897.. (Brooks.)

CCXXXII. WILSONIA Bonap. 1838.

684. Hooded Warbler.
Wilsonia mitrata (Gmel.) Bonap. 1838.

Mr. Norval reports finding this species occasionally, at Port 
Rowan, on the north shorç of Lake Erie, and I once found a 
young male near Hamilton, Ont. It was found towards the end 
of May when there had been a big bird-wave the previous night, 
and this one had been apparently carried away in the crowd. 
(Mcllwraith.) A specimen of this warbler, rare in Ontario, was 
captured at Cataraqui, near Kingston, Ont., and is now in the 
collection of a rendent there. (Rev. C.J. Young.)

MUSEUM SPECIMEN. y

One purchased with the Holman collection in 1885.
15%
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686. Wilson’s Warbler.
Wilsonia pustlla (Wils.) Bonap. 1838.

Audubon, Vol. II., p. 21, records it as breeding in Labrador, 
and a nest obtained. (Packard.) Common at Moose Factory, 
June 9th, 1896; observed one at Fort George, on James Bay, 150 
miles further north, on June 20th; none seen afterwards. (Spread- 
borough.) A summer migrant in Newfoundland, but not very 
common. (Peeks.) Abundant along the Humber River, New­
foundland, 1899. (Louis H. Porter.) Rare summer resident at 
Halifax, N.S. (Downs) One specimen was secured at Tignish, 
Prince Edward Island, in an extensive arbor-vitae and alder 
swamp. Not common at Baddeck, Cape Breton Island, in 1887. 
(Dwight) An uncommon summer resident at St. John, N.B. 
(Chamberlain) Only observed twice at Ellis Bay, Anticosti, 
when the old ones were feeding young fledglings. (Brewster.)

Met with in the woods around Quebec; taken at Beauport. 
(Dionne) A transient and scarce visitant at Montreal. Observed 
only in spring. Had been seen as late as July 13th on the" island 
of Montreal. ( Win tie) A moderately common summer résident 
around Ottawa. Found breeding in the Mer Bleue, 3rd July, 1890, 
by Messrs. W. E. and F. A. Saunders. (OttawaNaturalist, Vol. V.) 
A rare migrant in eastern Ontario. Not uncommon on the Mag­
dalen Islands and frequently observed about Mingan, Que., in 
June^, 1898, where they breed. (Rev. C. J. Young.) The only 
record I have for Parry Sound and Muskoka districts is that of a 
male which I took on the Magnetawan River, near Emsdale, on 
20th May, 1897. (J. H. Fleming) f notice it arouid each spring at 
Toronto about the third week in May, and in the fall they some­
times become very abundant, choosing usually willows near the 
banks of a stream. I have seen such places alive with these birds 
from 21 st August to 9th September. (J. Hughes-Samuel) A 
rarejpigrant in Middlesex Co., Ont. single male was noted in 
full song in North Bruce on 20th June, ’1900, where it was doubt- 
lessjjreeding. (W. E. Saunders) Fairly common during migra­
tions at Guelph, Ont. Seen about May 18th and again about 
August 27th. (A. B. Klu&h) Rather common in the under­
growth bordering a swamp at Robinson Portage, June 27th, 1901.

everal were seen at York Factory, July 10th to 17th, on£ being 
taken July 14th. (E. A. Prebles)
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A common species eastward, but only observed on the 49th 
parallel in the Rocky Mountains near Chief Mountain. (Coues.) 
A rare migrant in eastern Manitoba. Near Long River, Man., I 
saw a black-capped warbler on May 21st, 1882, my only record, 
though others claim it is a summer resident. (Thompson-Selon.) 
Found at Grand Rapids and Chemawawin on the Saskatchewan. 
(Nutting.) One pair seen at Fort McMurray, Lat. 56° 40'; common 
on the Methye Portage; Common between Methye Portage and 
Isle à la Crosse. (/. MÏ Macoun) A tolerably common summer 
resident at Avenue, Manitoba; arrives about May 18th and leaves 
about the middle of September. (Norman Criddle.) Three 
individuals were seen on May 15th, 1894, at Medicine Hat, 
Assa., and later a few more; first seen at Edmonton, Alta., on 
May 29th, 1897, a few pairs remained to breed; quite common and 
breeding at Banff, Rocky Mountains, in June, 1891; abundant at 
Revelstoke, on the Columbia River, from May 15th, 1890, nested 
in the woods in large numbers; observed one individual on the 
International Boundary near Trail in May, 1902. (Spreadborough.)

North to Lapierre’s House on the Mackenzie River; very rare. 
(Ross.) This is one of the commonest brush-frequenting species 
in the north and extends its breeding range to the shores of the 
Arctic Ocean where it is found breeding about Kotzebue Sound 
as well as along thg entire coast of Norton Sound, wherever shelter 
is afforded. (Nelson.) The series ofr Wilson’s warbler taken in 
eastern and western British Columbia compared among themselves 
and with specimens from the Atlantic States are devoid of any 
differences which would justify theii separation. (Rhoads.) A 
single specimen of this species was captured by a native in the 
b'ushes which skirted a lafie about a mile distant from the reddubt 
at St. Michael; it is not a common bird in that vicinity, occurring 
only in the fall migration?; other specimens were obtained from 
Fort Yukon and Nulato, where it is not rare. (Turner.) Osgood 
took an adult female near the ChMidindu River, Aug. 4th, 1899, 
and I a young female nearCharlie Village, Aug. 1 ith, and a young 
mah; 25 miles above Circle City, Alaska, August 20th. These 
birds, while not typical pusilla, are. like those of the lower Yukon, 
nearer it than pileblata. (Bishop)

Breeding Notes. —On June 14th, 1893, I found a nest and four 
eggs of this1 species and secured the parent. The nest was built 
on the ground in a willow swamp in a clun^-of herbage on the
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edge of Vermilion Lake at Banff, Alberta. (W. Raine.) Nest, 
in a hemlock tree near the ground in woods near Ottawa, com­
posed of dry moss and twigs compacted together; lined with fine 
fibre and fine grass'; eggs 4, dull white, sprinkled with reddish and 
brown dots towards the larger end where the markings form a 
circle, leaving the extremity plain. (G. R. White.) This is a rare 
warbler in Ontario; a nest was taken in the vicinity of Lansdowne, 
Leeds Co., in June, 1894 not very far from the St.Lawrence; there 
were four eggs in this nest, which was built on the ground ; they 
were small and white, thickly marked with fine brick-red spots. 
(Rev. C.J. Young.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven; one taken at Ottawa by Dr. F. A. Saunders, July 3rd, 
1890; one taken at Hyde Park near Toronto, by Mr.S. Herring, in 
May, 1891; one at Medicine Hat, Assa., May 17th, 1894; three at 
Canmore, Rocky Mountains in May, 1891, and one at Banff,Rocky 
Mountains, June 15th, 1891, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

686a. Pileolated Warbler.
Wilsoniapusillapileolata (Pall.) Coues. 1880.

Rather rare at Agassiz, B.C., in May, 1889; observed at Chilli­
wack, B.C. and along that river to the head of Chilliwack Lake in 
the summer of 1901 ; first seen on May 7th, 1893, near Victoria, Van­
couver Island, by the 14th, they were common in all the willow 
thickets: they were seen at Sooke, Nanaimo, Comox and other 
points and are a Common summer resident on the island. (Spread- 
borough.) British Columbia. (Lord) More common in the coast 
region than in the interior; breeds. (Streator.) A common sum­
mer resident, chiefly west of the Coast Range. (Fannin.) A 
tolerably common summer resident at Chilliwack. (Brooks.) As 
early as iSay 12th, these birds have been found feeding their 
young in Oregon ; from this region it extends north and occupies 
the entire Pacific shore of the Alaskan mainland. (Nelson.) An 
adult male was taken at Sitka, Alaska, on August 18th and several 
others including juveniles seen on August -2ist; they- were in low 
brush along the shores of a secluded bay where they possibly 
breed. (Grinnell.)

We found this the most abundant bird at Glacier, June 5-10, 
frequenting the alder thickets from the valley as far as they

\
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up the hills; I saw a yellow warbler I thought of this
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species yon White Pass summit, June 12th; pileolated warblers 
were common at Log Cabin, Bennett, and Caribou Crossing, and 
I am comfident I heard them singing at Lake Marsh; adult males 
from Glacier resemble normal pileolata closely, but have the back 
rather more green; those from the Yukon valley, while having the 
orange forehead and lower parts of this form, have the duller 
green back of pusilla. {Bishop.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Eleven; six taken at Revelstoke, B.C., in May, 1890; two at 
Agassiz, B.C., in May, 1889; one at Chilliwack, B.C., May 23rd, 
1901, and two at Victoria, Vancouver Island, May, 1893, all by 
Mr. Spreadborough.

686. Canadian Warbler. f

Wilsotiia canadensis (Linn.) Coues. 1880.
Audubon, Vol. II., p. 15, reports it as breeding in Labrador. 

{Packard.) A not uncommon summer migrant in Newfoundland. 
{Reeks.) Rather common about Tignish, Prince Edward Island, 
but not met with elsewhere. {Dwight.) An occasional summer 
resident at St. John, N.B. {Chamberlain.) A tolerably common 
summer resident, frequenting moist woods and shrubbery, at 
Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. {IV. H. Moore.) Occurring occa­
sionally in the valley of the Restigouche River, N.B. {Brittain & 
Cox.)

An infrequent visitor i,n eastern Quebec, taken at Beauport. 
{Dionne.) A scarce sommer resident around Montreal; observed 
from May 20th to September 2nd ; a few breed. {Wintle.) A 
moderately common summer resident around Ottawa. {Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) Frequently met with about Kingston, Ont.; 
a few remain to breed in the district. {Rev. C.J. Young.) A com­
mon summer resident in Parry Sound and Muskoka districts. 
(/. H. Fleming.) Common everywhere in Algonquin Park, Ont. 
in thick woods, ysually seen near the ground; one individual seen 
at Moose Factory, James Bay, June nth, 1896. (Spreadborough.) 
Common durntgTl^gration at Toronto, Ont., but less so during the 
summer. (/. Hughes-Samuel.) A fairly common breeder in suitable j 
swampy thickets around London, Ont. {IV. E. Saunders.) f Com-
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mon summer resident at Guelph, Ont.; arrives about May nth, 
leaves about August 28th. (A. B. Klugh.)

A summer resident of wooded hillsides in Manitoba, but its 
habits are not very well known; has been found more frequently 
to the north of Manitoba. {Thompson-Seton.) A rare summer resid­
ent at Avenue, Manitoba ; arrives about May 20th and leaves 
about the last of August. {Norman Criddle.) A single specimen 
of this bird was killed in June at Cumberland House; it was in a 
dense thicket of alder, perched near the ground. (Richardson.) One 
specimen secured at Grand Rapids and another at Chemawawin, 
Saskatchewan River. {Nutting.) One specimen taken at Moose 
Factory, James Bay, by Mr. Walter Haydon, in the summer of 
1881. {E. A. Prebles.) Not observed anywhere west of Manitoba 
except at Edmonton, Alta., where a few were observed and one 
taken May 29th, 1897. {Spreadborough.)

Breeding Notes.—June 12th, 1902, I found this bird nesting at 
Rice Lake, Ont. ; nest in a cavity of a fallen tree root in deep 
woods. {W.Raine.) Nests near Ottawa and at Lake Nominingue, 
100 miles north of Ottawa, in June and July; it is built on the 
ground in the woods, and made of dried leaves, lined with fine 
grass, strips of bark and hairs; the walls are thin for a nest made 
of leaves. {Garruau.) >

On the 28th May, when passing the “ old root ” of a fallen tree 
I discovered the newly made nest of a small bird, which at first I 
thought might be that of a mourning warbler, whose scolding 
notes I heard near by; on the 5th June, when I thought the set of 
eggs would be deposited I revisited the place; on the nest sat the 
mother bird, and there she remained until I ali^bst touched her 
with my hand, then she flushed out,making some attempts^to draw 
off my attention, and uttered a few sharp “ chips,” and I saw at 
once that she was a Canadian warbler; the nest then contained 
five eggs, and incubation had begun ; the nest was placed in a 
cavity among the rocks,ynly a few inches above the more level 
earth, and was composed of dry leaves, strips of bark, and other 
fine vegetable fibres, and lined with some long horse-hair; when 
placed side by side with that of M. varia previously described, I 
make this comparison of the nests and their sets of eggs, after the 
latter are blown; the nests—in composition and size—are very 
much alike; both «are rather loosely put together, but there is quite
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a distinguishing difference in the eggs ; those of M. varia are 
actually the largest, and more globular in form, and the ground 
colour more of a chalky whiteness, and the spotting more of a 
brownish hue; with a general tendency to form a wreath about the 
larger end, and be distributed over the surface, even to the smaller 
point; the eggs of the Canadian warbler hav\e a clear white hue, 
with a beautiful rosy blush, and the colouring which clouds the 
whole of the larger end of each egg, has more of an orange tinge 
than either reddish or brown, the dotting on the surface is more 
separated, and the approach to the smaller point more devoid of 
dotting than are those M. variaj but inXall the specimens the 
variations are so numerous that it is difficult to describe them ; 
this species is very local in its distribution, being generally found 
to frequent the borders of swampy woodlands, having much the 
same habitat as the water-thrush and M. varia, but here it is 
more abusant than either of the other species, and seems more 
disposed to explore the underwood of the higher hardwood lands 
and nest on more level ground; altogether about a score of the 
nests of this species have come under my observation in my 
woodland rambles in the vicinity in Ihe past twenty years; and, 
as in the case of the water-thrush, black-and-white warblers, and 
several other species, several of these nests were in cavities pre­
viously prepared for them. (IV. L. Kells )

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Sexjgn; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885; four 
taken at Ottawa by Dr. F. A. Saunders in May, 1891 ; one taken 
in Algonquin Park, Ont., May 26th, içoo, and one at Edmonton, 
Alta., May 29th, 1897, by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

CCXXXIII. SETOPHAQA. Swainson. 1827.

«87. American Redstart. /
Setophaga ruticilla (Linn.) Swains. 1827.

A specimen was taken at Rupert House, September 3rd, i860, 
by Mr. James McKenzie. (Packard.) Common all along Moose 
River to James Bay. On June 9th, found a nest with two eggs in 
a white birch about four feet from the ground. Nest composed 
of fine bark lined with the down of some plant. (Spreadborough.) 
A summer migrant but rare in the north of Newfoundland. 
(Reeks.) An abundant summer resident in Nova Scotia. (Downs.)

\
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Common at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape Breton Island, N.S., 
July, 1898; in woods along Rustico Bay, Prince Edward Island, 
June, 1888. (Macoun.) An abundant summer resident on Prince 
Edward Island. (Dwight.) A common summer resident in New 
Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) Tolerably common summer resident 
at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (W. H. Moore.) An abundant 
summer resident on the Magdalen Islands. (Bishop.) Not un­
common at Ellis and Fox bays, Anticosti, and others at Mingan, 
on the North Shore. (Brewster.) Common in the Restigouche 
valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.)

A rather common summer resident in eastern Quebec; taken 
at Beaupert. (Dionne.) An abundant summer resident around 
Montreal. Breeds in the city and in Mount Royal park. Ob­
served from May .nth to August 29th. (Wintle.) Common 
summer resident around Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) A 
common warbler around Lansdowne, Leeds Co., Ont. I have 
found the nest in the crotch of a fnaple sapling or other tree 
from six to twenty feet from the ground. They are also common 
on the Magdalen Islands, where I observed them in June^i897- 
(Rev. C. J. Young.) One of the most common summer residents 
in Parry Sound and Muskoka districts. (J.H. Fleming.) Common 
in thickets along streams and around lakes in Algonquin Park, 
Ont., 1900. (Spreadborough.) Abundant around' Toronto. (/. 
Hughes-Samuel.) Common as a migrant at Guelph, Ont. A few 
pairs breed. Arrives about May 12th, and leaves about Septem­
ber 1st. (A.*B. Khifih.) An abundant spring migrant at Penetan- 
guishene, Ont* (A. F. Young.)

Very abundant at Pembina where it breeds. Not observed any 
further west along the 49th parallel. (Coues.) A common sum­
mer resident in Manitoba. It seems to be abundant in all the 
wooded parts of the province. Took a nest dn Duck Mountain, 
June 8th, 1884. It was placed in a low fork o(.a sapling. (Thomp- 

C son-Seton.) A common summer resident at Avenue, Manitoba ; 
arrives about May 15th, leaves about September' 16th. (Norman 
Criddic.) Four males and one female were seen at Medicine 
Hat, Assa., May 17th, 1894, they never became common ; com- 

ç. mon at Old Wives’ Creek, Assa., May, 1895; it was evidently breed­
ing at 12-Mile Lake, near Wood Mountain, Assa., June 6th, 1895; 
a few individuals were seen at Watertoh Lake in July, 1895; com­
mon in thick woods from the head of Lesser Slave Lake to Peace

y
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River Landing, in Lat. 56° 15', in June, 1903; first seen at Edmon­
ton, Alta., May 29th, 1897, common by June 1st, soon commenced 
nesting along the river and smaller streams; common in willow 
thickets from Edmonton to Athabasca Pass in June, 1898; one ob­
served at Crow’s Nest Lake, Rocky Mountains, July 28th,1897, anc* 
breeding at Banff, Rocky Mountains, in July, 1891; a few seen at 
Revelstoke, B.C., in May, 1890; in June they were found nesting 
in low thickets on small poplar trees at Deer Park and Pass 
Creek, near Robson on the Columbia River; one observed at 
Rossland, B.C., in 1902. (Spreadborough.) One pair seen at Lac 
La Biche River, 30 miles below Athabasca Landing, Alta. In 
June and July, 1889, it was abundant at Kamloops and along the 
North Thompson River, B.C.; rather rare at Enderby near Sica- 
mous, B.C. (/. M. Macoun)

This beautiful bird is found in summer as far north as Lat. 58°. 
It frequents moist shady places in the Northwest Territories,flitting 
about among the moss-grown stems of the tall willows that skirt 
every marsh in these quarters. (Richardson) North to Fort 
Good Hope on the Mackenzie River; common. (Ross.) British 
Columbia. (Lord.) Common summer resident in the interior; 
breeds. (Streator.) Found throughout the province, but nowhere 
common. (Fannin.) Well represented all over the interior of 
British Columbia. (Rhoads.) Regularly east of, and accidentally 
west of, the Coast Range in British Columbia. Breeding through­
out the Caribqo district of British Columbia. (Brooks.)

Breeding Notes.—In June and July nests with eggs are found 
around Ottawa and Lake Nominingue, 100 miles north of it, in 
bushes and trees from four to twenty feet high; they are made 
of flexible bark, ornamented on the outside with the white bark 
of the birch, and are often lined with a few feathers or hairs. 
Nests 2’50 x 2 50 and 2 x 150. (Gameau.) Builds an elegant 
nest in upright crotch from 5 to 25 feet from the ground ; nest 
is composed of plant down and vegetable fibre and bark strips, 
lined with fine grass, rootlets and a little hair ; eggs 4, white, 
thickly sprinkled over and spotted with brown, lilac and purplish. 
(G. R. White) They nest in June, building in upright crotches in 
bushes 10-20 feet up; white birches seem to be the favorite tree 
for their nests, probably on account of the position of the limbs; 
the nest is firmly constructed of strips of bark, grasses and plant 
down, lined with hair; eggs 3 or 4. (W. H. Moore) This is one
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of the commonest warblers in Leeds Co., Ont.; I have frequently 
seen the nest placed in some crotch of a small tree from five to 
twenty feet from the ground; thdjfrggs are laid the first week in 
June. {Rev. C.J. Young.)

Many nests of this species in past years have come under my 
observation; but it is only of those noted the present season that 
I purpose hereto speak; on May22nd I noticed a female redstart . 
flying from a partly composed nest, the site o'f y^hicb was in the 
fork of a small maple sapling, and at an elevation of about eight 
feet fronj, the aground ; the nest could be easily seen, when the 
searcher’s ga^e.was directed to it, at a distance of four rods; the 
woods around jit were rather =open, and the leaves of the sapling 
were a yard or more above it;'eight days after I found that this 
nest contained four of the warbler’s own eggs and jgne of a cow- 
bird, all of which were fresh; of all the warblers, the nest of this 
species is about the neatest and most firmly put tqjféffher, the bird 
evidently emitting a good deal1 of saliva upon‘the material of 
which the nest is^fcomposed when she is placing the fragments in 
p*ition; all this work, as well as^that of incubation, appears to be 
done by the female,though it is probable that her more beautifully 
plumaged consort occasionally supplies her with food as she 
incubates her eggs; and he certainly largely assists in feeding the 
young and in trying to defend them if expdsed *to danger ; if the 
first efforts of this bird to propagate its species ate successful, it 
does not nest more than once in the season, otherwise it will nest 
a second time; the materials of which the greater part of the nest 
of the redstart is composed is ^ kind of fibre gathered from 
decaying timber and the seed pods of various kindà of vines, and 
it is usually lined with animal hair; I have*never known the set of 
eggs to exceed four in number, and generally the second set con­
tains only three, with the addition mostly of a cowbird’s; the eggs 
âte of a whitish ground hue, marked towards the larger end with 
a wealth of spotting of a flesh-coloured hue, and smaller dots of 
the same hue scattered over the surface ; anotliet bird of this 
species was noticed building her nest at a much higher elevation 
deeper in the wood, and even in a more exposed position; but a 
few days after the nest was completed it wholly disappeared, and 
I suspected that an olive-sided fly-catcher that had made her nest 
on an overhanging branch, a few rods off, was the author of that.

y
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Other nests were observed, but there was nothing specially note­
worthy about them. (IV. L. Kells.)

.
MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nineteen; onp purchased with the Holman collection i0)1885; 
two taken at Ottawa in May, 1888, by the writer; two at Ottawa 
by Dr. F. A. Saunders in May, 1891; one in Algonquin Park, Ont., 
May 26th, 1900; two at Medicine Hat, Assà., May, 1894 ; four at 
Banff, Rocky Mountains in May and June, 1,891 ; one at Robson 
on the Columbia River, B.C., June 24tty, 1890; three at .Kamloops, 
B.C., in June,1889; two at Edmonton, Alta., in May, 1897, and one 
at Peace River Landing, June 19th, 1903, all by Mr. W. Spread- 
borough.

A series of seven eggs taken at Ottawa and presented to the
museum. ,

V
Family L. MOTACILLIDÆ. Wagtails. 

CCXXXIV. MOTACILLA Linnæus. 1758.

694. White Wagtail.
Motacilla alba Linn. 1758.

One sent from the southern inspectorate of Greenland in 1849; 
another obtained by Dr. Walker at Godhavn in August, 1857. 

,(Arct. Man) Four individuals ofx this species were seen by 
Alexander Brown and James Lyell (oLthe Hudson Bay Company), 
August 29th, 1883, at Hunting Bay, four miles south of Fort 
Chimo. These persons described the birds accurately and de­
clared they were the two^rents and two young of the year. 
(Packard.)

V695. Swinhoe’s Wagtail.
Motacilla ocularis Swinh. i860.

This bird is qf doubtful occurrence in Alaska and is admitted 
on the capture qf a single specimen in “ Northwest America ” by 
Capt.Kèllett and Lieut. Wood; I obtained a fine male adult on June 
23rd, 1881, in Plover Bay, on the east coast of Siberia. (Nelson.) 
At Attu Island, Alaska, I was looking out of my window on the 
morning of May 14th, 1881, watching the vessel ^hich was ta take 
me to Unalaska Island enter the harbour; I saw a bird just beneath

N
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the window on the ground, not more than seven feet from my 
eyes, and which I believe to be this species. ..I failed, however, 
to procure it and hence there is an element of doubt in the iden­
tification. (Turner.) On the morning of August 28th the Robert 
Kerr, on which I was a passenger, was hindered from proceeding 
by a gale and low water on the bar, and was made fast to the 
bank at the Aphoon mouth of the Yukon. As I came on deck I 
saw half a dozen white wagtails fly about the vessel and settle in 
the grass close by. While I returned for my gun they left, but a 
thorough acquaintance with Motacilla alba in Egypt, where it is 
abundant during the winter, leSes me no doubt that these birds 
were wagtails. (Bishop.)

CCXXXV. BUDYTES Cuvier. 1817..* A

696. Siberian Yellow Wagtail.
Budytes flavus leucostriatus (Hom.) Stejn. 1885.

The yellow wagtail of eastern Siberia extending across Behring 
Sea into that portion of Alaska in the region of Behring Strait, is 
one of the handsomest among its several related forms. The first 
specimens were obtained in the vicinity of St. Michael where it 
was found abundant during the summers of 1866 and 1867. In 
Ala&a I found this bird along me coast as far south as the 
Yukon mouth, where it arrived May 28th, 1879, but was extremely 
rare. St.-Michael, on Norton Sound, «topears to be the centre of 
its abundance on our coast,Snd thence north it becomes rarer until 
at Kotzebue Sound it is, as at the Yukon mouth,very rare. (Nelson.) 
This bird arrives about June 12th and is very shy. Few females 
come with the earliest visitants, yet but few days elapse before 
mating begins. (Turner.) One adult male and two others were 
obtained July nth, 1898, at Point Barrow, Alaska. (WittnerStone.)

CCXXXVI. ANTHUS Bechstein. 1807.

697. American Pipits
Anthuspensilvanicus (Lath.) Thienem. 1849.

The first specimens of this species were seen in Cumberland 
Gulf, May 30th, 1879. In the autumn they leave for the south 
about the beginning of September. At Annanactook Harbour, 
the nest was always placed deep in a rock crevice, so far in, in 
fact, that I could not secure any of the nests that I found. On

r
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the Greenland coast, especially in the vicinity of habitations, 
they build in a tussock much like a sparrow, but there the ravens 
are not so numerous or destructive to birds and eggs as in Cum­
berland Sound. The species i< generally distributed on both sides 
of Cumberland Sound, and the west shore or Davis’ Strait to Lat, 
68® N.,at least,but nowhere very abundant. (Kumlien.) Supposed to 
breed in Greenland not further south than Lat. 67°,but unquestion­
ably does so in the northern parts of the North American continent. 
(Arct. Man.) One of the most abundant birds in northeastern 
Labrador. Characteristic, with the horned lark, of the most barren 
and wind-swept hill-tops. Breeds very commonly. (Bigelow.) 
Abundant throughout Labrador. * Nests-and eggs were obtained 
at Fort Chimo where it breeds plentifully. (Packard.) Common 
on the high rocky islands in James Bay and on all the high bar­
ren hills between Richmond Gulf and Ungava Bay. June 18th, 
1896, found a nest, with five eggs, beneath over-hanging rock 
composed of dry grass. (Spreadborough.) Two males were taken
at Chateau Bay, Labrador, Ju
mon summer migrant in Newfoundland. (Reeks.) A 
migrant in and around Halifax,

y 14th, 1891. (Norton.) A corn- 
common

,11^5. (Downs.) Seen in numbers 
on Sablé Island, N.S., September 19th, 1902. (Janus Bouteillier.) 
Occurs in spring and fall at Grand Manan, N.B. (Chamberlain.) 
A common spring and autumn resident at Scotch Lake, York 
Go., N.B. (IV. H. Moore.) A common but transient visitant at 
Montreal. Observed both in spring and autumn. Flocks larger in 
the fall migrations. (Wintle.) Occasionally common around Que­
bec in spring and fall. Taken at Beauport. (Dionne^

An abundant migrant at Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) 
I havej^en a few of these birds in Leeds Co., Ont., in the month 
of Oct^Der. (Rev. C. J. YotAig.) Reported as common, in the 
autumn at Beaumaris, by Mr. Tavernier. Mr. Kay saw some 
at Port Sydney on August 15th, 1890. They occur regularly in 
Muskoka, and were common at Sand Lake in October, 1900. 
(J. H. Fleming.) Usually quite abundant along the shores of 
Toronto Bay in the fall, but passing through so quickly in the 
spring as to be often overlooked. Those I have seen in spring 
have been here during the first week in May. (J. Hughes-Samuel.) 
A passing migrant at Guelph,. Ont. ^A. B. Klugh.) Rather 
common, July» 24th to 36th, 19OI, on the rocky hills at Fort 
Churchill where a pair was takqn. A large flock was seen on
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lpwer Hayes River as we were ascending it, August 29th.
(E.A. Prebles.) .___

Along the 49th parallel this species is a bird of passage, but the 
second season they were found in August about Chief Mountain 
Lake, and no doubt those then observed were bred in immediate 
vicinity as at that time the fall migration had not commenced. 
(Coues.) An abundant spring and fall migrant in Manitoba. 
(Thompson-Seton.) X’common spring and fall migrant at Avenue, 
Manitoba. (Norman Criddle.) A small stream of these birds kept 
passing Medicine Hat, Assa., from April 16th to May 3rd, 1894, 
when the last ones disappeared ; found with their yopng more than 
half grown on Sheep Mountain, close to Chief Mountain, on 
the 49th parallel, at an altitude of 7,500 feet, July 50th, 1895; first 
saw a flock of about twenty at Edmontcjp> Alta., April 27th, 1897, 
they continued to be common to May 10th, when all disappeared; 
only one observed in the Athabasca Pass on September 29th,1898; 
common on the mountains' above timber line south of Calgary 
in July and in the Crow’s Nest Pass in August; frequent in spring 
at "Banff, Rocky Mountains, found on the mountains around 
Devil’s Lake, in August, 1891 ; common after April 19th, 1893, on 
the flats by the Columbia River; later $ the same year they we re­
found on the mountains near the head of Bow River; they evi­
dently breed_on all the mountains above timber line; seen in 
large flocks at Trail near the 49th parallel May 8th, 1902; seen in 
flocks at^enticton, iflp., April, 1903; found breeding on nearly 
all the njbantains of the Coast and Gold ranges, B.C., near the 
49th parallel, where there was grass, at an altitude of about 
5,000 feet; very abundant on the shore of Sumas Lake in the fall 
of 1901; first seen on Vancouver Island oti April 16th, 1893, they 
were common on ploughed fields* by the 24th, last seen going 
north May 7th. (Spreadboroughf Fourkl on the summit of Mount 

, Finlayson near*Victoria on May 17th, 1887, where they doubtless
breed. (.Macoiin.)

This bird was observed in small flocks on the plains of the 
SaskatchewaftSiii the spring of 1827, feeding on the larvae of small 
insfects.^ (Richardson.) North to Fort Simpson on the Mackenzie 
River; dot/fommori. (Ross.) I have reason to believe thaf this 
bird is aifiong those that resort to\he Anderson to breed, but n<^ , 
nests were found. (Macjarlane.) Shdtçast of Coast Range. (Lord) 
Lartr (/flocks were found about the meadows of the coast district

y 4
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during the fall migration. (Streator.) East and west of Coast Range, f 
abundant; found throughout some winters on Vancouver Island. 
{Fannin.) Cbmition migrant through the Fraser valley at Chilli­
wack; breeds above the timbef- line on the Coast Range. {Brooks.) 
Province of British Columbia at large; breeding sparsely on the 
plateaus and mesas of the /interior up to 4000 feet. (Rhoads.) 
Very common at Sumas Lakfe, Lulu Island and Matasqui Prairie, 
B.C., in September, 1894. IE. F. G. White.) This species arrives 
at Unalaska early in MÏÿaéd by the 19th had eggs on the hillsides. 
They seem to breed qjong the whole coast of northern Alaska anjd 
on many of the islands in Behring Sea. (Nelson.) This species occurs 
throughout the territory of Alaska, including the Aleutian Islands. 
It is found in the^greatest abundance in the interior of the main­
land, especially at Fort Yukon; it rarely visits St. Michael except 
in the fall. (Turner.) A pai^ seen on a grassy tide-flat beyond 
Indian River at Si^ka, Alaska^ on June 10th and the female 
Secured; fr^pn the condition .of the ovaries, I judged th^t it would 
have laid eggs within a week. (Grinnell.) A bird thought-to be 

specras was seen on a snow field in the mountains of Moresby 
tlsfknd, Qjfteen Charlotte Islantk* B.C., on. June 23rd, 190a ; com- 
Yparatively few pipits were seenVround Cook’s Inlet, Alaska; one 

Specimen was taken at Tyonek, September 18th. (Osgood.)
Breeding Notes.—I have sets taken by T". F. Payne at Cape 

Prince of Wales, Hudson Strait, in June, 1886; also set* takéfi at 
Hamilton Inlet, Labrador, June 30th, 1895. by~fc*qiber^ Dicks, as 
well as sets taken at Nachvak, Labrador, June 15th, 1897; the 
Rev. I. O. Stringer found a nest and five eggs it Peel River, near 
the mouth of the Mackenzie River, June 25th, 1900, this was built 
of dried grass on the ground. (W. Raine.) |

A male taken at Skagway, June 3rd,, was probably a belated 
migrant; on the heights aboVe Glacier, Osgood saw several, June 
5th, and we found them/common at Summit, June 11-13; a female 

ten, Juqe 13th was laying, and a fresh but empty nest I found 
same day I attributed to thjs species, no other being near ; 
nest was loosely formed of fine dry grass in a hollow in the 

deçb moss which covered the almost perpendicular side of a 
fder lying on a hill high above Summit, only a small hole for 

entrance showing in the moss. We often saw the song-flight at 
it ; launching himself with a sharp preliminary “ chip ” 

froip oîîk oj tne granite boulders that abound there, the male 
i5*"<=L 1 X
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would rise rapidly to a height of a hundred feet or more, uttering 
a sweet, clear song ; after poising high in air and repeating this 
song for several minutes the singer would slowly float toward 
earth and alight ioo yards from where he started, soon to repeat 
the same performance; we found a pair on the heights above Ben­
nett, June 17th, and a few, possibly members of one family, at 
Circle, August 15-20. (Bishop.) ^

MUSEUM SPECIME“=

Twenty-three; one taken at Resolutiomlsland, Hudson Bay in 
July, 1885, by Dr. R. Bell; one at Cape Prince of Wales, Hudson
Steait, by Mr. Payne, July, 1886; young specimen taken on Mount 
Queest, B.C., July 27, 1889; four at Ottawa in September, 1890, by 
Dr. F. A. Saunders; one at Indian Head, Assa., September 16th, 
1891; two at Medicine Hat, Assa., April, 1894; two at Edmonton, 
Alta., April, 1897; one rat Canmore, Rocky Mountains, May 29th, 
1891; one at Banff, Rocky Mountains April 20th, 1891; six at 
Revelstoke, B.C. April/t^go; three at Huntington, B.C., Septem­
ber 30th, 1901, all by Mr/W. Spreadborough.

An thus pratemis (Linn.) Bechst. 1807.
Received in Copenhagen by Dr. Paulsen from Greenland in 

1845. (Arct. Man.)

699. Red-throated Pipit.
cervinus (Pall.) Keys. & Blas. 1840.

A specimen of this bird was obtained in Greenland in 1845 anc* 
makes the second record. (Turner.) This species was accredited 
to the Aleutian Islands in 1853; and Dali records a specimen 
which was obtained at St. Michael during the Russian telegraph 
expedition. (Nelson.)

700. Sprague’s Pipit.
Anthus spragueii (Aud.) Baird. 1864.

Found breeding in great numbers on the prairie near Turtle 
Mountain and Mouse (Souris) River. (Coues.) A common sum­
mer resident on the elevated prairies in the south and west of
Manitoba in 1882. In 1892 I failed to see or hear a single indi-
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vidual in the country. They appear to have totally disappeared. 
This is unquestionably owing to the breaking up of the virgin 
prairie. (Thompson-Seton.) A common summer resident at Avenue, 
Manitoba; arrives about April 23rd and leaves about the middle 
of September. (Norman Criddle.) Heard numerous individuals 
singing in the east end of the Cypress Hills and saw o*e the las> 
week in June, 1894. Undoubtedly breeding at this time. (Spread- 
horough.) *

Breeding Notes.—I did not see the bird in the immediate 
vicinity of the Red River, and do not think I should have over­
looked it had any individuals been breeding about Pembina, 
wh&re I was every day in the field for more than a month collecting 
very assiduously.. Passing the low range of the Pembina Moun­
tains, however, I at once entered the prairie region, where it was 
breeding in great numbers, in company with Baird’s and the 
chestnut-collared buntings. The first one I shot, July 14'th, was a 
bird of the year^lready full grown and on wing, and as I found 

’ scarcely fledged young at least a month later I judge that, like the 
Eremophila, the bird raises two broods a year. Travelling west­
ward to and beyond the second crossing of the Mouse River, no 
day passed that I did not see numbers of the birds; and at some 
of our camps, notably that at the first crossing of the Mouse 
River, they were so numerous that the air seemed full of them; 
young ones were caught by the hand in the camp, and many might 
have been shot without stirring from my tent, as they hovered 
overhead on tremulous wings, uttering continuously their sharp 
querulous cry. They continued abundant through the greater 
part of September, in which month the renewal of the plumage is 
completed, and some still remained on the ground till October 
Exactly when they migrate, however, and where they go to, or 
when they return, are equally unknown to me—not the least 
singular point in the bird’s history is the success with which it has 
eluded observation during the winter months. (Coues.) Breeds 
throughout Assiniboia, but rarer in Manitoba. During my several 
expeditions to northwest Canada I have found over half a dozen 
nests of this bireL At Crescent Lake, Assa., June 15th, 1902, I 
found a nest containing four eggs, built in the grass on the prairie. 
On May 25th, 1901,\ set of five eggs Was collected for me by Mr. 
Hugh Richardson in Vie Qu’Appelle valley, Assiniboia, and he 
took another set of fivereggs on May 28th at the same place, both 
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nests were made of dried grass and built on the ground. I have 
anothjr set of four eggs taken at Pasqua, western Assinihnia 
May 26th, 1893. The eggs of this bird are very rare in 
They are something like eggs of the prairie horned lark but are 
smaller. Some have a pale buff ground, others greyish^white 
ground, minutely speckled with buff and purplish grey. The 
eggs can easily be told from small prairie horned lark’s eggs by 
the fine dark brown hair lines at the largest end of the eggs. I 
never saw these hair lines on eggs of the horned lark, although 
they are often found on eggs of the American pipit and European 
meadow pipit. This bird is called the Missouri skylark by the 
settlers as it has the same habit as the European skylark of scal­
ing high up in the air until it becomes a mere speck in the sky and 
it never ceases singing from the time it begins to ascend until it 
reaches the earth again. It is a>smaller bird than the European 
skylark and consequently its voice is not so powerful. I have 
often heard both species sing ana, must say Sprague’s pipit is not 
in it with the European skylark, ih spite of what has been said to 
the contrary by American ornithologists. (IV. Raine.)

Family LI. CINOLIDÆ. Dippers.

CCXXXVII. CINCLU^BkcHSTEiN. 1802.

701. American Dipper.
Ciriclus tnexicatius Swains. 1827.

Observed one on Elbow River, southwest of Calgary, July 15th, 
1897; commqn in Michell Creek, west of Crow’s Nest Pass, 
August 7th, 1897. (Spreadborough.) I met with this bird in num­
bers around Chief Mountain Lake, but was too late for its e§gs, 
as the young were already on the wing. (Coues.) * A very com­
mon species in all the mountain streams from Banff through the 
Rocky Mountains to the Selkirks and Gold Range. Its habit of 
living beside and behind waterfalls and small cascades adds a 
great deal of interest to a study of its habits; one nest found in 
the Kicking Horse River was placed on a ledge behind a small 
waterfall and contained young birds on August 13th, 1885 ; at a 
distance it looked like a large mass of wet moss,but on examination 
it proved to be a nest shaped like an oven. (Macoun.) Very common 
in the rocky creeks west of the Columbia River on the 49th parallel
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in the summer of 1902; taken in Eagle River in the Gold Range, 
B.C., on April 5th, 1890; a few were seen in the little stream below 
Spence’s Bridge, B.C., in May, 1889, and a few at the head of the 
North Arm of Burrard Inlet, B.C., in April, 1889; quite common 
on the Chilliwack River and the streams flowing into it in the sum­
mer of 1901; one seen near Coldstream, Vancouver Island, June 
2nd, 1893; also saw one on Sooke River, on September çth, where 
I heard it singing for the first time, I have heard it said they were 
good singers and so they are ; their song resembles that çf the 
cat-bird very much, in fact so much so that if I had not seen the 
bird sitting on a stone I should have put it down for that bird ; 
they seem to do most of their singing in the fall and winter. 
(Spreadborough) On July 16th, 1887, a nest of this species was 
found on the stringer of a bridge over a stream emptying into 
Camffrojp Lake, at the base of Mount Arrowsmith, Vancouver 
Island; it was built of moss and quite large, but very compact in 
the centre, but with the dome over it ; owing to its position in a 
rapid torrent the eggs or" young were not seen as we looked 
through a chink at the nest; as we camped at the bridge we had 
the bird under observation tor two days. (Macoun.)

Three specimens of this bird were procured by Mr. Drummond 
near the sources of the Athabasca River, on the eastern declivity 
of the Rocky Mountains, between Lat. 540 and 56°. (Richardson.) 
The only specimen seen was shofat Ducks,B.C. (Stnator) To be 
found in nearly every mountain stream throughout British Colum­
bia. (Fannin.) Very common along all the rivers in British Colum­
bia. (Lord) Resident at Chilliwack, but not common; common at 

•'V Lake Okanagan, B.C., sings all winter; in the Cariboo district of 
British Columbia it is found in the neighbourhood of running 
water all winter. (Brooks.) Associated in British Columbia with 
all dashing streams from the mountains to the sea. (Rhoads.) 
Common ^up Seymour Creek, B.C. (E. F. G. White) A dip­
per was seen and heard several times along a stream empty­
ing into West Arm of Cumshewa Inlet, Queen Charlotte islands, 
1899; several were seen in the mountains near Hope, Cook’s Inlet, 
Alaska, and a specimen was taken there September 3rd, 1899. 
(Osgood) Throughout Alaska, wherever clear, swift-running 
streams afford suitable Iodations, this bird is found. It winters in 
the neighbourhood of St><Michael, and specimens have been 
brought to me in mT inter when the temperature was at least
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40° below zero. It seems to be very little affected by the extreme 
cold of our winters. (Nelson.) This species was obtained from 
several localities; it inhabits rocky creeks flowing from the moun­
tains; it is not common but is a permanent resident and breeds 
here. (Turner.) We collected a female and a set of four fresh 
eggs at the falls at Glacier above Skagway, Alaska, June 8th, 1898; 
a single ouzel seen further down the river, June 10th, was pro­
bably the mate of the one taken. Osgood also took one at Un- 
alaska, October 5th. (Bishop.)

Breeding Notes.—Breeds near Banff, Rocky Mountains, mak­
ing a large nest of moss with a side entrance '^ich it usually 
builds close to a cascade either in a tree-root or on a ledge of 
rock. The nest is covered with moss and kept green by the fall­
ing spray from the mountain stream. (IV. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
*

Eight ; one taken at Kicking Horse Lake, August 13,1890; one 
at Revelstoke, B.C., April 19th, 1890 ; one at Robson, Columbia 
River, B.C., June 26th, 1890; two at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., in June, 
1889; one on-North Arm of Burrard Inlet, B.C., April 21st, 1889, 
and two on Tami Hy Creek, B.C., on September 7th, 1901, all by 
Mr. W. Spreadborough. *

Family LI I^ TROGLODYTIDÆ. Wrens, Thrashers, etc.

CCXXXVIII. MIMUS Boie. 1826.

703. Mocking Bird. *

Mimaspolyglottos (Linn.) Bonap. 1838.
In Mcllwraith’s “ Birds of Ontario,” pa^e 388, there is an inter­

esting account of the nesting of this species in East Hamilton, 
Ont., in 1883. Mr. East/wood observed the male early in the 
season but the female kept so close that she was seen only once. 
It was hoped that this pair or some of their family would return 
the following spring to visit their old friends in Ontario, but if 
they did so they have not been observed. In the “ Birds of 
Western Ontario ” mention is made of one specimen being taken 
by Mr. Sandys at Chatham, Ont., in i860, which is all we know of 
the mocking bird in western Ontario at present. (Mcllwraith.)
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The following records of the occurrence of this bird in Canada 
are given by Dr. J. Dwight, Jr.,in The AukNo\. XIII., p.344: 1. One 
specimen seen but not captured at Strathroy, Ont., July 1st, 1880.

Mjnlwraith. 3. The 
bird was wounded 

189. It showed no 
his is a young bird 
N.S. It must have

J

2. The Chatham record as given by Mr.
Hamilton record as given by the same. 4. 
and caught alive at Truro, N.S., July 1st, 
signs of being an escaped cage bird. 5. 
taken in the fall of 1894 on Sable Island, 
reached there owing to a severe storm.

A young male in juvenile * plumage was captured on Sable 
Island, N.S.,September 5th, 1902, hopping abouta woodpile. ( James 
Bouteillier.)

CCXXXIX. GALEOSCOPTES Cabanis. 1850.

704. Catbird.

Galeoscoptescaroltncnsis (Linn.) Cab. 1850.
A rather common summer resident at Halifax, N.S. {Downs.) 

Apparently rare on Prince Edward Island; a few specimens were 
seen in July, 1888, at Stewart’s mill. {Macoun.) A rare and 
irregular summer resident at St. John.N.B. (Chamberlain.) Sum­
mer resident along St. John River, N.B., and tolerably common. 
{IV. H. Moore.)

Common summer resident at Montreal. Breeds in the city and 
in Mount Royal park. Nests wi.th eggs found from May 29th to 
July 19th. ( Wintle.) A common summer resident in eastern 
Quebec. Taken at St. Foy. ~Honne.) A common summer 
resident around Ottawa. {Ottînua Naturalist, Vol. V.) Very 
common everywhere' in eastern Ontario; sometimes remaining 
until the end of September. {Rev. C.J. Young.)' An abundant 
summer resident in Parry Sound and Muskoka districts; breeding 
usually on the edge of the forest or in gardens of the settlers. 
(/. H. Fleming.) Very common summer resident at Guelph, Ont. 
Arrives about May 10th and leaves about September 25th. {A.B. 
Klugh.) A very common summer resident at Penetanguishene, 
Ont.; breeds Very frequently in wild rose bushes in meadow-lands. 
{A F. Young!)

The catbird was found to be one of the common birds of the Red 
River region, where it was breeding in June in situations similar

\
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to those it selects in the east. I traced it westward to Turtle 
Mountain on the 49th parallel, but did not find it in the Rocky 
Mountains. (Couts.) An abundant summer resident of low 
thickets in Manitoba, especially to the north. (Thompson-Seton.) 
Common summer resident at Avenue, Manitoba ; arrives about 
May 17th and leaves about September 18th. (Norman Criddle.) 
This is a very common summer resident at Indian Head, Assa., 
it was first seen June 2nd, 1892, and became common in a few 
days, breeds in great;numbers; first seen at Medicine Hat, Assa.. 
on May 17th, 1894, common by the 20th; abundant in all thickets 
at Medicine Hat, Crane Lake, along Swift Current Creek, and in 
the east end of the Cypress Hills in June, 1894; this bird was com­
mon wherever there was brush in Wood Mountain and on Rocky 
Creek to the Boundary; 4 nests were found on Frenchman’s River, 
two in willow thickets and two in wolf willow (Elaagnus argentea) ; 
it was a common species in all the ravines in the Cypress Hills and 
in Milk River valley and wherever there was brush in southern 
Alberta; first seen at Edmonton, Alta., May 25th, 1897, heard a 
number of them singing next day, they soon became common and 
began to breed ; common front Edmonton north to the McLeod 
River in June, 1898; heard in the bushes at Deer Park, Columbia 
River, B.C., June 6th, 1890; later in the month they were found 
breeding in the valley of Pass Creek, near Robson; quite common 
at Trail and Cascade, and in low bushes along small streams near 
the 49th parallel in the summer of 1902; a common species at 
Kamloops and Spence’s Bridge,^ B.C., building iiv the thickets 
along the Thompson River in June, 1889; only one individual 
seen at Chilliwack, B.C., in June, 1901. (Spreadborough.) Un­
common at Prince Albert, Sask., several times heard in the 
thickets but only once seen. (Coubeaux) This species was not 
observed further north than Lat. 540. It was abundant around 
Carlton on the Saskatchewan and bred in the willow thickets. 
{Richardson) Very common summer resident of the interior 
of B.C. reaching the coast in reduced numbers. {Streator) 
Common east and west of the,£oast Range; rare on Vancouver 
Island; summer resident. (Fannin.) Not abundant anywhere, 
but very local in its distribution in British Columbia. (Rhoads) 
Tolerably common summer resident at Chilliwack, B.C.; and 
breeding ,ps far north up the P'raser River as Soda Creek, B.C. 
(Brooks)
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Breeding Notes.—Nests, in bushes, vines, and trees of every 
kind, never high up, made of branches, dry leaves, bits of paper, 
bark and grasses, always lined with black rootlets. At Ottawa 
the catbird begins to lay in the latter part of May. (Ganteau.) 
Nest, built in a tree at Ottawa from 5 to 20 feet from the ground, 
composed of twigs, leaves, bark, rootlets and bits of twine, lined 
with black rootlets. Eggs 4 to 5, dark bluish green. (G.R.White.) 
Breeds in June at Scotch Lake, N.B.; the nest is a roughly con­
structed affair of weed-stalks, grasses and other material, lined 
with rootlets and resembles a bunch of drift stuff lodged in a bush. 
The female keeps good watch over the nest and the male sings 
at some distance away to attract enemies to himself. (W. H. Moore!) 
This species builds its nest on the prairies in the densest thickets 
and is difficult to find; nest in willows and Elceagnus argente a. The 
base consists of leaves of thistles ami Artemisia, then of bark of 
^ead willow, lined on the inside with small black root fibres ; three 
nests of the same character were taken on Frenchman’s River, 
Assa., June 22nd, 1895. (Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Eleven; two taken at Ottawa, May; 1888, by the writer; one at 
London, Ont., July 2n^d, 1880, by Mr. W. E. Saunders; one at 
Indian Head, Assa., June 2nd, 1892, two at Medicine Hat, Assa., 
in May, 1894, one at Edrtmnton, Alta., May 25th, 1897, one at 
Robson, Columbia River, mC., June 21st, 1890, one at Trail, B.C., 
June 5, 1902, and two at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., in June, 1889, all 
by Mr. W. Spreadborough. *

One set of four eggs taken at Ottawa, and presented to the 
museum by Dr. James Fletcher.

I

CCXL. TOXOSTOMA Wagler. 1831.

705. Brown Thrasher- t.

c
Toxostoma rufum (Linn.) Cab. 1847.

A common summer resident around Montreal; observed in the 
.spring of the year, April 30th, and a nest found on the spur of 
Mount Royal, containing three eggs, May 24th, 1890; not observ­
ed in the autumn, and think it must be an early migrant in the 
fall. {Wintle!) A moderately common summer resident around 
Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) Common in suitable places
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in eastern Ontario. A common breeding bird on Wolfe Island, 
near Kingston, Ont. (Rev. C.J. Young.) Mr. Kay records one 
from Port Sydney, Muskoka, taken on May 7th, 1890; I am sure 
it occurs at Emsdale, Parry Sound, but bavé not been able to take 
one. (/. H. Fleming.) An uncommon summer resident at Guelph, 
Ont. (A. B. Klugh.) A common summer resident in south­
western Ontario, but noted sparingly in the north ; nests are 
usually made on the ground, often in a brush heap and sometimes 
in shrubs. Eggs three or four, rarely five ; two broods are often 
raised in a season near London, Ont. (IV. E. Saunders.)s A com­
mon summer resident at Penetanguishene, Ont.; have found their 
nests situated very near the ground in rose bushes. (A. F. Young.)

Observed at Pembina which appears to be near the northern 
limit of the distribution of this species ; a nest containing four 
eggs was found at Pembina late in June. (Coues.) A common 
summer resident of partly open country more especially in the 
southern sections of Manitoba. (Thompson-Seton.) A common 
summer resident at Avenue, Manitoba; arrives about May 10th and 
leaves about the middle of September. (Norman Criddle.) First seen 
at Medicine Hat, Assa., May 12th, i894,laterthey came in numbers 
and by May 22nd were very common, in bushes in the creek and 
river valleys, May 30th, found a nest with four fresh eggs under a 
log in a heap of‘dry brush, nest composed of sticks, lined with 
dry grass, other nests were taken low down in the brush, inclose 
thickets; one pair was seen late in June in brush along Swift 
Current Creek in the east end of jtypress Hills ; observed in 
thickets at Old Wives’ Creek, at Wood Mountain and Jn the 
Milk River valley and on Milk River Ridge in southen A(berta in 
1895; observed one individual at Moose Mountain, almost at tim­
ber line,about 40 miles southwest of Calgary, July 1st 1897; several 
seen further south on July 15th, near the source of Elbow River. 
(Spreadàorough.) This species was only seen at Carlton House 
on the banks of the Saskatchewan where it breeds. (Richardson.)

Breeding Notes.—A nest built in a small fir six feet from the 
ground and containing two young birds and three hatched eggs 
discovered near.Ottawa on June 7th, 1903. It was a large nest 
of branches, ten inches in diameter and lined with bark, grass and 
leaves. (Gameou.) A nest found near Beechwood cemetery, 
JDttawa, was built in a brier patch ; the nest was a large bulky 
structure of twigs, weed-stalks, dead leaves, strips of bark arul
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fibrous roots,dined with fine grass; the nest contained four greenish 
white eggs marked with reddish brown dots. (G. R. White.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS

Six; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885; one at 
Ottawa, May 16th, 1888, by the writer and another taken August 
30th, 1890, by Dr. F. A. Saunders; one at Old Wives' Creek, Assa., 
May 23rd, 1895, ant* two at Medicine Hat, Assa., May, 1894, all 
by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

Three sets of four eggs each; one set taken at Aylmer, Que.,. 
June 9th, 1898, by Mr. F. K. Whitèaves ; one taken at Medicine 
Hat, Assa., May 3rd, 1894, by Prof. Macoun ; nest under a bush; 
one taken on Point Pelee, Lake Erie, May 31st, 1884, by Mr. W. 
E. Saunders. * .

CCXLI. SALPINCTES Cabanis, 1847.

716. Rock Wren.
Salpinctes obsoletus (Say) Cab. 1847.

One male of this species was seen in the east end of the 
Cypress Hills, Assa., June 26th, 1894; it was also taken at Cal­
gary, Alta., in August, 1885; a pair of these birds was noticed on 
June 14th, 1895, *n the “ bad lands,” on Rocky C^eek, south of 
Wood Mountain; the species was common along Milk River,and 
breeding in numbers at Castellated Rocks, Alta., in July, 1895; 
saw one individual at Prairie Creek, northwest of Edmonton, 
Alta., -June 29th, 1898 ; rather common along the railway at 
Spence’s Bridge, B.C., in May, 1889, it was evidently breed­
ing. (Spreadborough.) Migrant on Vancouver Island and at 
Sumas. (Lord.) Rather common about Ashcroft ; breeds. 
(Streator.) Common east of the Coast Range; one specimen 
taken by me at Burrard Inlet in 1884. {Fannin.) Only once seen 
and shot, in November, 1889, at Chilliwack. {Brooks.) Found 
about Ashcroft and northward to Câche Creek, B.C.; also at Kam­
loops where one was nesting in a “ section ” house, ten feet from 
the railroad tracks. {Rhoads.) «

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two; oneVakehuit the'“ bad lands” south of Wood Mountain, 
Assa.June I4\h, iSg^and one taken at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., June 
10th, 1889, boWi by Mr. W. Spreadborough.
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CCXLII. THRYOTHORUS Vieillot. 1816.

718. Carolina Wren. *
Thryothorus iudovicianus (Lath.) Bonap. 1838.

One specimen of this species lived fof a month or two in the 
winter of 1890-91 in the town of Forest,iOnt., and was eventually 
shot in February, 1891, by Mr. Montague Smith, of that place, and 
is now in the possession of Mr. S. H. Smith of Stratbroy, Ont. 
(IV. E. Saunders.)

CCXLIII. THRYOMANES Sclater. 1861.

719. Bewick’s Wren.
Thryomanes bewickii (Aud.) Ridgw. 1877,

One specimen only recorded, taken by myself on December 
13th, 1898, in a swampy area fyll.of brush and fallen trees, with a 
few shrubs near Appjjg'Ont. There was scarcely a foot of light 
snoy on the ground and the day was clear but not very cold. 
The bird was fetfcling and working along through upturned roots 
and piles of brush. (IF. E. Saunders.)

719a. Vigor’s Wren.
Thryomanes bewickii calophonus Oberhqlser. ,1899. 

Rather rajjp at Agassiz, B.C., in May, 1889; seen at Chilliwack 
and Huntington, B.C., in the summer.of 1901; a summer resident 
on Vancouver Island, found breeding on April 22nd, 1893; I 
believe a few stay afl winter as I have observed them in mid­
winter near Victoria. (Spreadborough.) Migrant on Vancouver 
Island and at Sumas. (Lord) More common on the coast than 
in the interiof. (Streator.) A summer resident, chiefly west of 
the Coast Range; breeds in Beacon Hill park, Victoria, Vancouver 
Island, (Fannin.) Abundant resident at Chilliwack. (Brooks.) 
Abundant in southern British Columbia west of the Coast Range. 
(Rhoads.) Pacific slope,'from Oregon north to southern Vancouver 
Island,^the valley of Fraser River and slightly further along the 
mainland coast. (Oberholscr.)

museum specimens.

Nine; one taken at Agassiz, B.C., May 15th, 1889; one at Van­
couver, B.C., April 14th, 1889; thr«*è at Chilliwack, B.C-, June and
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October, 1901; one at Huntington, B.C., September 24th, 1901; 
three at Victoria, Vancouver Island, in May, 1893, all by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough.

CCXLIV. TROGLODYTES Vieillot. 1807.

721. House Wren.

Troglodytes aëdon Vieill. 1807.
One specimen taken on Sable Island, N.S.,May 4th, 1902. (James 

Bouteillier.) A scarce summer resident around Montreal ; seen 
feeding th^ir young within the city in 1890 and 1891. (Wintle.)
Rare in astern Quebec. I captured a female .of tjjiis species in 
Quebec city jn the spring of 1880. (Dionne.) An abundant summer 
resident around Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) Common 
in eastern Ontario. I have seen this bircl frequently in Leeds Co.; 
but nowhere so common as in central and northern Frontenac, 
there it is quite numerous and sometimes makes its nest in a 
hole in a fence-rail. (Rev. C.J. Young.) Common summer resident 
in Parry Sound and Muskoka districts/ Breeds in hollow fence- 
posts, stumps and under the roofs of houses. (/. H. Fleming.) 
Common along the Parry Sound Railway in Algonquin Park, Ont.; 
nesting in hollow stumps. (Spreadborough.) Common in town 
and country around London, Ont. Averagç^date of arrival in 22 
years, May 1st. Average date of departure in 9 years, October 
8th. Snake-skins are generally a feature in the lining of country 
nests. (IV. E. Saunders.) Common summer resident at Guef^h, 
Ont. (A. B. Klugk.) Aç abundant summer resident at Pege- 
tanguishene, Ont. (A. F. Young.)

Breeding Notes.—This bird nests in holes everywhere they 
exist? Nests have been found' in fence-posts, trees, stumps and 
buildings. The entry is filled lip with twigs and the nest made of 
bark, rootlets and grass, lined with feathers and hairs. From 
four to seven eggs are in the set, which is laid in May, June or 
July, at Ottawa and at Lake Nominingue, 100 miles north of it. 
(Garneau.) Breeding commonly in the vicinity of Toronto. A 
pair have several times built their nest in a paint can that was 
hung up on a nail in a shed at Kew Beach, Toronto. (IV. Raine.) 
Builds at Ottawa in trees, boxes or old hats nailed up,on the side 
of a shed or barn. The nest is composed of twigs, leaves and

*
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A

hair, lined with feathers. Eggs %even to eight, white, thickly 
spotted with reddish-brown., {G.R. IVhite.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

One taken at Ottawa^ May 15th, 1888, by the writer.
One set of six eggs taken at Ottawa in June, 1897, a°d pre­

sented by Mr. Fred Whiteaves.

721a. Parkman’s Wren.
< • . ’

Troglodytes aëdon parkmanii (Aud.) Coues. 1872. /
Occasionally seen at Kamloops, B. C., in June, 1889. 

Rather common at Heney, Hatimond and Agassi*, along the 
Fraser River, B.C., in May, 1889, they were around the barns 
and houses like the hcA^te wren; common at Chilliwack, B.Ç., 
in the spring of 1901; fim seen bn Vancouver island April 27th, 
1893; it is a tolerably common spmmer résidât throughout the 
island, in May the woods everywhere were vocal with its song.
(!Spreadboroughë) Rather common in British Columbia. (Lord.) 
Common summer resident everywhere; breeds. Creator.) A 
summer resident east and west of the Coast Range. ,(Fannin.) 
Common summer resident at Chilliwack. {'Brooks.) »I never 
found this wren above the 2,000'feet limit. It is not as abundant 
or evenly distributed in the interior as coast-wise. {Rhoads.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven; three taken at Agassiz, B.C., May, 1889, two at Port 
Heney on the Fraser River, B.C., May 1st, 1889, two at Victoria, 
Vancouver Island, May, 1893, all by Mr, W. Spreadborough.

, *
7216. Western House Wren.

Troglodytes aëdon aztecus Baird. 1864.
Observed as far west or the 49th parallel as the confines of the 

Missouri Coteau. The westernmost specimens, as well as those 
from the immediate valley of the Red River appear to be typical 
aëdon. On t|e Red River, in June, the species was breeding very 
abundantly in the neighbourhood ojf the fort and town of Pem­
bina. {Coues.) An abundant summer resident in partly wooded 
localities. Although this bird usually nests in a .hollow stump it 
is not averse to a different situation, provided only that it be a 
a hole, and deep bnougly and narrow enough^to exclude^ny but
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the owner. If the hole chance to be in thé 'least a loose fit, his
first care is to blockade the doorway with thq largest twigs he can 
carry untfl he has reduced it to his own idea of srtugness; and I 
learned toS^cept it as the infallible doorplate1 of a wren’s home­
stead when «^bundle of twigs was seen projecting from a cranny 
in some decrepit looking stump, hollow rail or a knot-hole irfan 
outhouse. (Thompscm-Seton.) A common sumfner resident at 
Avenue, Manitoba ; arrives about September 20th. (Norman
Criddle.) First seen at Medicine HatJL&gsa., May 15th, 1894, 
common by the 20th; jhbundant at Crane Lake, Skull Creek 
and east end of Cypress Hills in June, breeding in holes in' 
poplar trees and an occasional telegraph pole at Crane Lake; 
this species was found breeding in holes in trees at Old 
Wives’ Lakes, Assa., and at Wood Mountain, in June, 1895; later, 
another nest was taken in a hole in a clay bank along French­
man’s River, Assa.; not rare in the wooded ravines on the south 
si le of the Cypress Hills; a nest was taken built in a barn swal­
low’s nest on Sucker Creek, which is the source of Frenchman’s 
River; it was common on* Spur Creek, Milk River, Milk River 
Ridge, St. Mary’s River and Lee’s Creek, southern Alberta; com­
mon from the mouth of Lesser Slave River to Peace River Land­
ing; breeding in holes in trees and in the sandstone cliffs and cut 
banks of Peace River, Lat. 56° 15' in June, 1903; observed from 
Edmonton to Athabasca Pass iijjune, 1898; first seen at Edmon­
ton, Alta., May 6th, 1897; on Jurte 8th found a nest with seven 
eggs in a hole in a birch stub about six feet from the ground, nest 
built of sticks and lined with feathers, eggs quite fresh ; on the 
nth took another nest iiVa poplar stub about four feet from the 
ground, nest same as before; common south of Calgary in the 
foothills in June and July; rare at Banff, Rocky Mountains, and 
breecÊhg in holes in trees in June, 1891; shot at Revelstoke, B.C.. 
May 3rd, 1890; a few pairs were breeding at Robson, B.C.; a nest 
was taken oüVof a hollow tree on Pass Creek, 700 feet above the 
Columbia RJyef, June 20th, 1890; observed a few at Trail, on the 
Columbia'Kiver, near the 49th parallel; breeding in holes"; 1n 
houses and trees in the summer of 1902. (Spreadborough.) One 
specimen of this wre^i was procured by Mr. Drummond at the foot 
of the Rocky Mountains, but no others were seen by any of us 
to the eastward. (Richardson.) Frequently seen at Prince Albert, 
Sask., in summer. (Coubeau.x.)
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Breeding Notes.—Quite common throughout the prairie 
region, breeding in holes in trees or in clay banks of rivers. At 
Walsh’s ranch, Old Wives’ Creek, Assa., they were nesting in 
holes in ash-leaved maple. At Wood Mountain Post, Assa., nests 
were taken in clay banks; on June 21st, 1895, a nest was taken on 
Frenchman’^ River, Assa., in a clay bank. On the outside it was 
built of willow twigs and roots and within lined with large 
feathers and hair. (Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Eleven; one taken at Indian Head, Assa., June 6th, 1892, two 
at Old Wives’ Creek, Assa., May, 1895, three at Medicine Hat, 
Assa., May, 1894, two at Edmonton, Alta., June, 1897, one at Can- 
more, Rocky Mountains, May 24th, 1891; one at Cascade, B.C.t 
June 12th, 1902, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough. 
yFour sets of eggs; one of six taken at Edmonton, Alta., June 
nth, 1897, and another of seven taken June8th, at the same place* 
both by Mr. W. Spreadborough; one of five taken in the Cypress 
Hills, Assa., July 1st, 1895, an(l another of five at Medicine Hat* 
Assa., June 2nd, 1894, by Prof. Macoun.

CCXLV. OLBIORCHILUS Oberholser. 1902.

722. Winter Wren.
^ Olbiorchilus hiemalis (Vieill.) Oberh. 1902.

Autiubon, Vol. II., p. 129 found this species in southern Labra­
dor, July 20th, 1833. {Packard.) A common and abundant resident 
throughout the year in Newfoundland. {Keeks.) Not very com­
mon at Halifax ; a few breed in Nova Scotia. {Downs.) Hunter’s 
River, Prince Edward Island, July 2nd, 1888. {Macoun.) Tolerably 
common in damp woods along brooks, or sometimes in more 
open localities in Prince Edward Island. {Dwight.) A common 
surrtmer resident at St. ‘John, N.B. {Chamberlain.) Common 
summer resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N B. {IV. H. Moore.) 
Locally abundant in the Restigouche valley, N.B. {Brittain &r 
Cox.) Tolerably common on the Magdalen Islands. {Bishop.) 
Not rare at Lake Mistassini, northern Quebec. (/. M. Macoun.) 
A common but transient visitant around Montreal ; observed in 
both spring and autumn. {Wintle.) Coihmbn in many parts of 
eastern Quebec. Taken at Charlesbourg. {Dionne.)

1
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A moderately common summer resident around Ottawa. 
{Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) Not uncommon in Leeds Co., Ont. 
There is a large woodland tract south of Lansdowne, Ont., and 
not far from the St. Lawrence where they are quite common and 
breed; I found a nest in 1883, early in May, and have heard sev­
eral singing there together in April ; I noticed one specimen on 
the Magdalen Islands. {Rev. C. J. Young.) A common species 
and breeds in Parry Sound and Muskoka districts, Ont. (/. H. 
Fleming.) Common along Moose River to Moose Factory ; none 
seen further north; common everywhere in thick dark woods in 
Algonquin Park, Ont. (Sprfadborough.) On March 17th, 1894, a 
male of this species was taken at Toronto and I have every reason 
to think that he had wintered here. (J..Hughes-Samuel.) An 
uncommon summer resident in the deep cedar swamps around 
London, Ont. Much less numerous than formerly. (W. E. 
Saunders.) Common summer resident at Guelph, Ont. ; arrives 
about April 4th and leaves about October 6th.rs(Æ B. Klugh.)

Summer resident in the thick woods in eastern Manitoba ; has 
been seen as far west as Portage la Prairie. {Tkompson-Seton.) A 
rare summer visitor at Avenue, Manitoba. {Norman Criddle.)

Breeding Notes.—This species breeâs in June at Scotch Lake, 
N.B. The nest is well hidden in upturned roots of overturned 
trees. Eight eggs are generally laid. {IV. H. Moore.) In the 
woods near Lake Nominingue, about 100 miles north of Ottawa 
two nests were found imbedded in green moss on the ground, and 
another on the side of a fallen tree. The entrances were about 
an inch in diameter and the interiors were empty spheres lined 
with a few grasses. (Garneau) I have found this species breed­
ing at Long Branch, west of Toronto, at Rice Lake and near Port 
Hope and at Waterloo, Ont.; a favorite nesting' place is in the 
root of some fallen tree; it lays six to seven eggs, finely spotted 
at tfie largest end with dark brown. (IV. Raine.) There were a 
few years ago some large woods in the front of the township of 
Lansdowne, Ont.; a creek ran through them, and here the winter 
wren was quite common and bred ; I once found its nest, which 
was built in a cavity of a stump, about a foot from the ground; it 
was early in May before the bird laid her eggs, but at tàat time 
the nest was really completed, being a large globular b^ll of moss 
with a small hole^oear the top. (Rev. C.J. Young.)

17 1
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This season, however, I saw one on January 23rd (1894) in a 
woodland dell, which it frequents durin^he summer, and near 

Vx/ where I had found two nests. On March 30th, I again heard it in 
the same place, and from that date they became more common. 
Toward the centre of our sugar bush, and not far from the “camp 
fire,” the ground is rather low, and here most of the larger timber 
was uprooted by that terrible windstorm of April 20th, 1893; hav­
ing noticed the winter wrens frequently during April, in this bush, 
I expected that they were going to nest here again, and a search 
on May 2nd, was rewarded with the discovery of a nearly com­
pleted nest in one of the highest roots. I think it was four days 
later that I again visited it, when it contained four eggs; on the 
9th, I flushed the bird from her nest, which I carefully removed 
from its place in the soil and fine roots, and found the number^f 
eggs to be six, which were apparently pure white, but if held up 
to a strong light, after being blown, the minute markings, with 
which the larger part of the surface is dotted, became visible; the 
site of the nest was about six feet above the ground, or rather 
water, which filled the space out of which the root had been torn; 
thejpest resembled a round ball of moss with an entrance hole on 
thi^x>uter side; it measured over twelve inches in circumferance ; 
the exterior was almost wholly composed of a species of moss, 
common on the lower parts of trees and logs in low grounds; 
around the entrance are a number of the stalks of hemlock leaves, 
while the inside is nearly lined with fine vegetable matter, hair 
and feathers. This set was completed on the 8th of May and is 
the earliest date I have ever taken their eggs. Of the seven nests 
collected in this vicinity four contained six eggs each, and three 
five; all of these were built in the upturned roots of fallen trees, 
which is evidently their favourite nesting place,though it certainly 
builds in other situations. ( IVm. L. Kells.)

y MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

One taken at Ottawa, May 13th, 1890, by Dr. F. A. Saunders.
One set of five eggs taken near Toronto, Ont., June 2nd, 1894, 

and presented by Mr. W. Raine. »

722a. Western Winter Wren.
Olbiofchilus hiemalis pacificus (Baird) Oberh. 1901.

Common in thick spruce woods from Lesser Slave Lake to 
Peace River Landing, Lat. 56° 15', in June, 1903; observed one on
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Moose Mountain/southwest of Calgary, June 30th, 1897, another 
observed in Crow’s Nest Pass, July 28th, 1897; first seen at Revel- 
stoke, on the Columbia, April 10th, 1890, later they became more 
common and nested in the thick woods; quite common in thick 
woods at Trail on the 49th parallel in the summer of 1902; three 
specimens seen at Penticton, B.C., in April, 1903; common in the 
woods around Burrard Inlet and Agassiz, on the Fraser River, 
B.C., April, 1889; abundant along the Chilliwack River, in the 
mountains near the 49th parallel; also observed a few at Hunting- 
ton, B.C., nearer the coast in 1901; a common resident through­
out Vancouver Island, preferring thick bush. (Spreadborough.) 
Rather common, British Columbia. (Lord.) Confined principally 
to the coast region; breeds. (Streator.) A resident chiefly of the 
coasts abundant. (Fannin.) Common resident at Chilliwack. 
Tolerably common throughout the winter at Lake Okanagan, B.C. 
(Brooks) Abundant on the coast of British Columbia. Two 
moulting birds from Selkirk Mountains near Nelson, B.C., are 
even darker than skins from Puget Sound. (Rhoads.) From Sitka, 
Bischoff sent four specimens during his collecting there, and 
others have been collected at Kadiak. (Nelson.) Tolerably 
common in the more open forests at Sitka, Alaska, where there is 
much recently fallen timber. Especially numerous on St. Lazaria 
Island where their clear sprightly songs constantly uttered, 
seemed scarcely in accord with the harsh cries of the thousands of 
sea-fowl. (Gtinnell) We noticed a few at Glacier above Skag- 
way, AlaskafJune 4th to 10th, and I took a male there June 6th. 
(Bishop.) Very common on all the Qiy^en Charlotte Islands, it is 
practically the only bird to be found in the deep forest away from 
the sea-shore. On the occasions when we -attempted to penetrate 
the labyrinth of undergfowth towards the interior of the islands, 
we were always greeted, even in.the darkest places, by the tiny 
wren’s bright bubbling song or scolding chatter. It is always in 
motion and utterly regardless of the weather. During cçntinuous 
rains while we were camped at the head of Cumshewa Inlet, a wren 
would appear every few hours near the front of the tent and, after 
scolding us for a while, move on through the wet brush cheerfully 
and oblivious of the descending rain. I flushed a bird from an 
^mpty nest in the upturned roots of a large fallen cedar, June 15th. 
t visited this nest frequently and flushed the bird from it each 
time, but up to June 28th it still contained no eggs. Four speci- 

17#
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/h.

mens only were collected, two adults and one young from Cum- 
shewa Inlet and one young from Skidegaie. These do not differ 
from specimens from the adjacent mainland of British Columbia 
and from Puget Sound near the type locality of Anorthura h. 
pacificus. (Osgood.) Common at Stanley Park, Seymour Creek, 
Mission City and Chilliwack, B.C., in 1894. (E. F. G. White.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
»

Ten; two taken at Revelstoke, B.C., April, 1890, two at Hast­
ings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., in April, 1889, four at Chilliwack, B.C., 
June, 1901, two at Victoria, Vancouver Island, April, 1893, all 
by Mr. W. Spreadborough.
723. Alaskan wren. ,

Olbiorchilus alascensis (Baird) Oberh. 1902.
The type of this wren was .obtained by Mr. Dali at St. George 

Island, Alaska, and is a young bird. It is an abundant resident on, 
the Near Islands; it is found throughout the Aleutian Islands and 
is a resident wherever found. (:Nelson.) This pleasing little bird 
is found in abundance on all the Aleutian chain proper; it was 
also observed at Kadiak Island, Unga Island, and on the main­
land at Belkoosky; it never goes to the interior of even a small 
sized island, but remains strictly along the cliffs, bluffs, and other 
high places forming the seasides of the islands. (Turner.) Not 
uncommon on St. George Island in Behring Sea, Alaska; a num­
ber of specimens were taken in June, 1897. (/• M. Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Three; taken Jurie 28th, 1897, on St. George Island, one of the 
Pribylof group, by Mr. J. M. Macoun.
723T. Aleutian Wren. \

Olbiotchilus meligcrus Oberholser. 1902.
Attu Island, Aleutian Islands, Alaska, June 4th, 1894. Range, 

thç westernmost islands of the Aleutian group. (Oberholser in The 
Auk, Vol. XVII., 1900.) x

CCXLVI. CISTOTHORUS Cabanis. 1850.
724. Short-billed Marsh Wren.

Cistothorus stellaris (Light.) Cab. 1850.
A male of this species was seeiL at London, Ont., in 1898, and 

several old nests were found but no females were seen. ( W. E.
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Saunders.) I have two specimens of this bird taken by Mr. C.W. 
Nash at Toronto. (/. H. Fleming.) On August 29th, 1891, I 
found and secured an adult female of this species in an old field 
north of Toronto, the bird was a long distance from any marsh or 
water; on June 7th, 1895, I captured an adult male in a wet 
meadow east of Toronto ; there were no rushes near this place, 
but the grass was very rank. (C. W. Nash\n The Auk, Vol. XIII., 
p. 347.) A male was taken in a wet meadow at Norway House, 
June 20th; from its actions it probably had a nest in the vicinity, 
but despite a careful search none was found. (E.A. Prebles.)

I found the birds to be rather plentiful along the Red River, in 
lo v oozy ground, oye^grown with scrub willows, and also in the 
reedy sloughs of the prairie. They were undoubtedly breeding 
here, though no nests were secured. My specimens were secured 
at Pembina in June. (Coues.) A summer resident of erratic dis­
tribution in Manitoba; soon after the 1st of May, every little 
sedgy pool and slough in the Assiniboine valley, from Carberry 
to Pelly, is vocal with the merry chatter of this bird. The nest 
is a globular structure, and judging by the one or two cases I have 
observed is generally placed in a grass tuft; if there is any differ­
ence I think the short-billed selects a drier situation for his home 
than the long-billed marsh wren. (Thompson-Selon.) A tolerably 
common summer resident-at Aweme, Manitoba. Arrives about 
thy last of April. (Norman Criddle.) A few specimens seen at 
lakes ten miles south of Indian Head, Assa., in May 1892. 
( Spreadborou& h. )

CCXLVII. TELMATODYTES Cabanis. 1850. 

725. Long-billed Marsh Wren.
Imatodytes palustris dissaiptus (Bangs) The Auk, Vol. 
XIX., p. 352. 1902.

One procured at Godthaab, Greenland, in May, 1823. (Arct. 
Man.) The first specimen taken in the province of New Bruns­
wick was near St. John, October 3rd, 1895. Nothing more was 
noted of this species until September 23rd, 1900, when two were 
heard at Mud Lake, 15 miles east of Scotch Lake. (IV. H. Moore) 
A scarce summer resident at Montreal. The late Mr. Caulfield 
observed this species, May 24th, in some reeds around a pond at 
Côte St. Paul, and Mr. W. W. Dunlop has seen them on Nun’s
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Island, above the Victoria Bridge. I found a pair nesting in the 
bullrushes and rank herb)

esident around Ottawa. \Ottawa Natur- 
he commonest birds in eastern Ontario 
below Kingston. Sometime^emaining

A common summer resident around Ottawa. \Ottawa Natur­
alist, Vol. V.) One of the commonest birds in eastern Ontario
about the St. Lawrence
until the middle of September. (Rev. C.J. Young.) A common 
resident of marshes in eastern Manitoba. Mr. Hunter has noticed 
it from Selkirk to Souris, particularly at Shoal Lake, north of 
Winnipeg, where they appear to be very common. I have never 
seen it at Carberry nor on the upper Assiniboine. (Thompson- 
Seton.) A tolerably common summer resident at Aweme, Mani­
toba. (Norman Criddle.) Apparently a rare spring migrant at 
Indian Head, Assa. Only one individual seen June 15th, 1892. 
(Spreadborough.) Three specimens of this species were secured at 
Chemawawin near the Grand Forks of. the Saskatchewan. 
(Nutting.)

Breeding Notes.—Builds a large bi " nest in reeds in 
marshes around Ottawa. The nest is m of tops of grasse5
and reeds worked into a ball with a hole one side, lined with
fine grass. Eggs, 6 to 8, of a rich dark choc :e or so spotted with
chocolate as to n/S4rlce the ground colour appear to be chocolate.
(G. R. White.) Breeds abundantly in the marsh behind my house 
at Kew Beach, Toronto. (W. Raine)

museum specimens.

Two; both taken at Ottawa, one by the writer in May, 1888, 
and the other by Dr F. A. Saunders, July 9th, 1890.

One set of six eggs taken in Toronto marsh in June, 1886, and 
presented by Mr. W. Raine. **

725a. Tulé Wren.

Telmatodytespalustrispaluditola (Baird) Ridgw. 1877.
Rather common in BurnabyjLake about three miles from New 

Westminster, B.C., in April, 1809. There were many nests, both 
old and new, built securely to bullrushes (Scirpus lacustrii) stand­
ing in the water. All the nests were ^)ven-shaped and evidently 
the lake was the home of a large colony; in the summer of 1901 
two individual^were seen in a peatbog at Huntington, B.C., on 
the 49th parallel; first seen at Penticton, south of Lake Okana-
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gan, B.C., April 23rd, 1903; breeding in the district, but not com­
mon. (Spreadborough.) » • •

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Three; taken at Burnaby Lake, near Vancouver, B.C., April 
24th, 1889, by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

One set of four eggs taken at Burnaby Lake, near Vancouver, 
B.C., April 19th, 1889, by Mr. J. M. Macoulf.

725c. Western Marsh Wren.
Telmatodytes palustris plesius (Oberholser) A.O.U. Com­

mittee. 1903.
North to British Columbia and Alberta east of the Rocky 

Mountains. A fall specimen from South Edmonton, Alberta, 
£nd one from Fort Brown, Texas, are much brighter tawny above 
than any of the others examined, but are both very much paler 
than palustris. A specimen from Cariboo road, British Columbia, 
is not perfectly typical of the present subspecies, but somewhat 
approaches paludicola in the generally duller and rather darker 
shades of the upper parts. (Oberholser in The Auk, Vol. XIV., pp. 
188-196.) Q

Found in the interior of British Columbia, only breeding abdlit 
the muddy margins of mountain lakes. (Streator.) I have fiind 
this bird only east of the Coast Range where it was very atyfrylant 
around the lakes along the Cariboo road. (Fannin.) A few stay 
all winter at Lake Okanagan, B.C. {Brooks.) Observed afnum- 
ber of individuals in a reedy pond, at Edmonton, Alta., May 10th, 
1897, I think that they arrived much earlier ; common in tall 
rushes around all the ponds and lakes, May 13th, on May 27th 
examined about 30 nests and obtained only one egg, on June 10th 
found three nests, one with young orfès and two with eggs nearly 
fresh, nests fastened to the rushes (Scirpus lacustris), out in the 
water and made of grass ; found a pair breeding at Peace 
River Landing, Lat. 56° 15', July 1st, 1903. (Spreadborough.)

This species was not observed till we reached the Rocky Moun­
tains when a few wer&seen on marshy ground near Chief Moun­
tain (Waterton) Lake.\ (Coues.) I place this record here where 
it evidenly belongs. (Macoun.) Mr. Drummond killed specimens 
of this wren on the eastern declivity of the Rocky Mountains on
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the 55th parallel. (Richardson.) Breeding over the lake country 
east of the Coast Range; I found it abundant at Lac la Hache, 
B.C.; it must range much farther north than this, probably to 
Stewart’s Lake, Lat. 540. (Rhoads.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Five; four taken at Edmonton, Alta., in May, 1897/one taken 
at Peace River Landing, July 1st, 1903.

Two sets of eggs, both taken at Edmonton, Alta., one of six 
and another of seven eggs respectively, June loth, 1897, all by 
Mr. W. Spreadborough.

Family LUI. CERTHIIDÆ. Creepers.

CCXLVIII. CERTHIA Linnæus. 1758.
726. Brown Creeper.

Certhia)amiliaris americana (Bonap.) Ridgw. 1873.
Apparently a summer migrant in Newfoundland; but may not, 

migrate. (Reeks.) A rather common resident at Halifax, N.S. 
(Downs.) A rather rare summer resident at St. John, N.B.
( ChamberlinJ" A scarce permanent resident at Scotch Lake, 
York Co., N.B. (IV. H. Moore.) A common transient visant 
around Montreal; observed nearly all the year ; a few possibly 
breed and winter there. (lVintle.) This biijd is frequently met 
with in eastern Quebec; taken at Beauport. (Dionne.)

A common winter migrant around Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, 
Vol. V.) I have frequently noticed this bird in the fall and eai*\^^ 
spring, though bjjt seldom in the summer; neither have I observed 
it breeding in eastern .Ontario, though it probably does. (Rev. 
C.J. Young) (A very common resident in Parry Sound and Mus- 
koka districts. (J. H. Fleming.) Not ver^common in Algonquin ' 
Park, Ont.; have not seen its nest.'* (Spre rdborough) A common 
migrant, but a rare summer resident around London, Ont. (W.
E. Saundeti) Common resident at Guelph, Ont.; more abundant 
in autumn, winter and spring than in summer. (A. B. Kluglt.) A 
common resident at PenetangmshSue, Ont. (A. F. Young.) A 
very rare summer resident of woodlands in eastern Manitoba 
( Thompson-Seton.)

Breeding Notes.—Have taken several nests at Ottawa, always 
in deserted woodpecker’s holes. The nests are rttade of grasses
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and lichens, lined with hair and feathers; eggs 6, whit# with spar­
ingly distributed reddish brown dots. (G. R. White.) Breeds in 
Welland county, Ont., where Mr. Reinecke has taken its nest arid 
^eggs; it is more plentiful in Muskoka and in northern Ontario, 
where it makes its nest of twigs and bark in a decayed tree-stub 
under the loose bark and lays 5 to 6 white eggs, heavily spotted 
with reddish brown, chiefly at the largest end. (W. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Four; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885; one 
taken at Ottawa, September 10th, 1890, by Dr. F. A. Saunders ; 
one taken at London, Ont., November 12th, 1884, by Mr. W. E. 
Saunders; one at Bracebridge, Ont., Feb. 22nd, 1892, by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough.

One set of four eggs taken in Muskoka, Ont., June 24th, 1889, 
and presented by Mr. W. Raine.

7266. Rocky Mountain Creeper.
Certhia familiaris mon tana Ridgvv. 1882.

Quite rare at Revelstoke, B.C., only two seen up to May 4th, 
1890 ; occasionally heard in the thick woods during May. 
(Spreadborough.) Rare in British Columbia. A male creeper from 
Nelson, B.C., appears to be montana. (Rhoads.) £ajther common 
in winter at Lake Okanagan, associating with \chickadees. Tol­
erably common in winter in the Cariboo districtW British Colum­
bia. (Brooks.) (

726c. Californian Creeper.
Certhia familiaris occidentalis. R1 dgw . 1882.

Saw three individuals on October 25th, 1901, at Chilliwack, B.C., 
in company with a number of Canada nuthatches; one individual 
seen at Agassiz, B.C., on May 16th, 1889; one shot at Comox, 
Vancouver Island, May 2nd, 1887, and a few seen at Victoria later 
in the month. (Spreadborough.) Not uncommon on the coast; 
only one seen iiL the/interior. The single specimen taken at 
Ducks, a bird oKjh/ year, is perhaps referable to rpontana. 
{Streator.) East and west of Coast Range ; common on Van­
couver Island. (Fannin.) Tolerably cfommon resident at Chilli­
wack. (Brooks.) Neither rare nor common on the coast of British 
Columbia. (Rhoads.) Seen only in the tall timber along Indian

J
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River, Sitka, Alaska,' where I secured six specimens and saw 
several others. • (Gtinnell.) One specimen was taken and several 
others were seen in Cumshewa Inlet, Queen Charlotte Islands, 
B.C., Jvne 20th, 1900.* ' QOsgood.)

MUSEUM SPECIMEN.
4

One specimen taken by the writer at Comox, Vancouver Island, 
jVf ay 2nd, 1887.

Family LIV. PARIDÆ Nuthatches and Tits.

CCXLIX. SITTA Linnæus. 17583 

727. White-breasted Nuthatch
Sitta Carolinensis Lath. 1790.

Common on Anticosti ; Audubon saw one in Labrador. 
(Packard.) Common along the Humber River, Newfoundland, 
1899. (Louis H. Porter.) Rather common summer resident at’ 
Halifax, N.S. (Downs.) One individual taken “on Sable Island, 
N.S., September 29th, 1902. (James Bouteillier.) Cove Head, 
Prince Edward Island, July 4th, 1888. (Macoun.) Common in 
spring and summer but not seen in winter at St. John, N.B. 
(Chamberlain?) A tolerably permanent resident at Scotch Lake, 
York Co.,N.B. (W. H. Moore.) It is seen in the woods of eastern
Quebec, but near the city I have never seen a single individual.
Taken at St. Valier, Bellechasse Co., Que. (Dionne.) A perma­
nent resident at Montreal. Common spring and fall migrant, but 
a scarce summer and winter resident. (JVihtlt.)

A common resident at Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) A 
common bird in eastern Ontario. Have observed it all through 
the winter as well as in summer atLanstiowne. It breeds com­
monly in Leeds Co., though as •fiqfjest is usually madç in a hole 
of a tree, often a maple, high! up, it is not often discovered. 
(Rev. C. J. Young.) A commote resident in Parry Sound and 
Muskoka districts. I found, a n<st on 24th May, 1893, at Ems- 
d^le; itWyTin a natujgl holloWn, in a large maple, and about 30 
ïéet from\tne ground. The six eggs were laidVn the rotten wood 
and surrounded by a few of the bird’s feathersA (/. H. Fleming?) 
Common resident at Guelph, Ont. (A. B. Klisgh.) Nests have 
been taken at Sherkston, Welland Co., by Mr. ^dward Reinfccke. 
Here it lays from seven to eight eggs in a hole in a decayed tree-

4
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stub. One nest was in an ash tree 50 feet from the ground. 
(W. Raine) A common resident at Penetanguishene, Ont. (A. F. 
Young.) *> '

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Five; two taken at Ottawa by the writer in May, 1888, and one 
by Dr. F. A Saunders, Nov. 1st, 1890; two at Bracebridge, Ont., 
in Feb., 1892, by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

<$ie set of seven eggs taken at Sherkston, Welland Co., Ont., by 
Mr. Edward Reinecke.

727a. Slender-billed Nuthatch.

' Sitta carolinensis aculcata (Cass.) Allen. 1872.
Somewhat rare; summei resident of woodlands; its distribution 

seems to be much the same as that of the oak (Q. macrocarpa) I 
cannot concur that both forms of Sitta carolinensis are found in 
Manitoba; all that I have seen are nearer to aculcata than to the 
typical sub-species. (Thompson-Seton.)

One observed in the Crow’s Nest Pass, Rocky Mountains, July 
29th, 1897; not common at Revelstoke, B.C.; a few were seen in a 
piece of green timber near the railway station on May 12th, 1890; 
rather common at Deer Park and Robson on the Columbia River; 
breeding in both localities; four seen at Cascade, B.C. June, 1902; 
not uncompion in mountain-woods at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., May, 
1889; only observed twospecimens at Penticton, B.C., April, 1903. 
(Spreadborough.) Rather common at Lake Okanagan, B.C., in 
winter, associating with chickadees; in summer confined to the 
region of Pinus ponderosa in B.C. (Brooks.) British Columbia. 
(Lord) Very common in the interior; breeds. (Strcator.) Com­
mon east of Coast Range ; I found them very abundant on the 
wooded hills above Cornwallis. (Fannin.) Abounds in the wooded 
hills of the interior of British Columbia. (Rlwads.) One specimen 
taken on Sumas prairie, B.C., October loth, 1894. (E.F. G. White.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nine ; three taken at Deer Park, Columbia River, B.C., June, 
''r8$o; three at Cascade, B.C., June 26th, 1902; two at Penticton, 
B.C., in April, 1903; one at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., May 28th, 1889, 
all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.
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728. Red-breasted Nuthatch.
Sitta canadensis Linn. 1766.

Audubon, Vôl. IV., 1^179, states that he saw one in Labrador, 
which had probably Dee* driven there by a storm. (,Packard.) 
Common on Moose River; none seen at Moose Factory or further 
north. (Spreadborough.) Perhaps a permanent resident in New­
foundland. (Reeks.) One seen on the Humber River, Newfound­
land, August 18th, 1899. (Ixrnis H. Porter.)

A fairly common resident at Halifax, N.S.; associated with the 
chickadees. (Downs.) Five single specimens were seen on Sable 
Island in July and August, 1899. There were no signs of nesting 
and in no case were two seen together on any part m the island. 
The one located at themain station entered the housesSmd caught 
flies in the windows and twice it perched on the writer’s head and 
sprung at the flies in tjie window from that perch; besides catch­
ing flies it would hirtWup and down the telephone poles and On 
the fence posts and boards for other food; not uncommon at Bad- 
deck and Margaree, Cape Breton Island, July, 1898; a few were 
noticed in spruce trees at Brackley Point, Prince Edward Island,
26th June, i888| (Macouti.) One seen on July 14th and another
September 8th, 1902, on Sable Island, N.S. (Jame^ Bouteillier.) 
I had about given up seeing this species at all when I came upon 
several at Souris, P/ince Edward Island, probably a family. 
(Dwight.) Usually an uncommon resident at St. ^ohn, N.B. 
(Chamberla | A common permanent resident at Scotch Lake, 
York Co., B. (IV. H. Moore.) Quite common in the Resti- 
gouche val , N.B.; young just beginning to fly in July. (Brittain 
& Cox.) A jerably common summer resident on the Magdalen
Islands. common resident in eastern
Quebec. Taken at Beauport. (Dionne.) A common transient 
visitant at Montreal ; probably a few breed and winter there. 
(IVintle.)

A common resident at Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) 
In the years 1887 and 1888 this bird appeared to be unusually 
common in^Renfrew Co., Ont. In the former year I met witf) 
four nests. Two of these were in partly decayed poplar trees;

•-rmP^about 10 feet and the other about 30 feet from the ground/ 
The eggs are laid the second week in May at latest, as on 2lst of 
that month I found the young just hatched. A peculiarity of the
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nest hole is that tfle orifice is smeared with rosin from the neigh­
bouring spruce or pine trees, carried by the bird.* I did not notice 
any nests in the pine or spruce themselves. About Lansdowne, 
Leeds Co., the bird is uncommon even in late spring. {Rev. 
C.J. Young!) A common breeding resident in Parry Sound and 
Muskoka districts. (/. H. Fleming.) Abundant everywhere in 
Algonquin Park, Ont., in summer. {Spreadborough.) A common 
migrant in southern Ontario. Two specimens were noted near 
Wiarton in North Bruce, Ont., on June 19th, 1889, which were 
probably breeding. (IV. E. Sautiders.) A passing migrant at 
Guelph, Ont. (A.B.Klugh.) A common resident at Penetangui- 
shene, Ont., throughout the year. (A. F. Young.)

A very rare summer resident in Manitoba especially in |he Red 
River valley. (Thompson-Seton.) «Very abundant in the fall migra­
tion at Aweme, Manitoba. (Norman Criddle.) One shot at Medicine 
Hat, Assa., in May, 1894; a few seen on Lee’s Creek, near Cardston, 
Alta., in July, 1895; not common in the Peace River country, very 
few seen during the seasoru^f 1903; tolerably common in the 
spruce woods at Edmonton, Alta., June 12th, 1897, found a nest 
in a hole in a live poplar about 16 feet from the ground, the young 
were in the nest ; common from Edmonton to Athabasca Pass 
ir. June, 1898 ; not uncommon ir) the foothills south to Crow’s 
Nest Pass; common and breeding in the woods at Banff, Rocky 
Mountains, in the summer of 189^ a common summer resident at 
R/velstokç, B.C.; and at Deer P^rlX^md Robson, on the Columbia 
River, where they were breeding in the thick woods; summer 
resident near the International Boundary between Trail and Cas­
cade, B.C., in' 1902; common both in tfie valley and on the hill^t 
Penticton, south of Lake Okanagan, B.C., in April, 1903, nesdJjrçj 
quite early in April ; common in the coniferous woods at Kam­
loops, Spence’s fridge, Agassiz and Hastings, B.C., in 1889; ob­
served a few all summer in the woods all along the Chilliwack 
River and Lake, in the Fraser valley in 1901; a common resident 
throughout Vancouver Island. (Spreadborough.I Not rare between 
Athabasca Landing and Lesser Slave River; first seen May 29th; 
not rare on the Clearwater River up to Methye Portage. ( 1 M. 
Macoun.) British Columbia. (Lord.) Common on the coasApd 
in the interior. (Streator.) Common east and west of Coast 
Range; winters on Vancouver Island. (Fannin.) Tolerably com­
mon resident from the vallev at Chilliwack to timber line on

i
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Coast Range. Common around Lake Okanagan, B.C., in winter,
associating wj<h chickadees. Rather common in winter in the 
Cariboo district of B.C. (Brooks.)

'Two specimens were taken inCumshewa Inlet, Queen Charlotte 
Islands, B.C., June 18th and June 22nd respectively. No others 
were seen during our stay. (Osgood)' I took a male at Skagway, 
Alaska, May 31st, and another at Log Cabin, June 20th, and heard 
one on an island at the junction of the Lewis and Felly rivers, 
near/Fort Selkirk, Yukon district, July 26th. This species has not 
heretofore been noted in the Yukon valley. (Bishop.)

Breeding Notes.—The eggs of this species are laid by May 
10th, at Scotch Lake. York Co., N.B., in a hole excVated in a dead 
tree, preferably a spruce or fir. The nest is generally about four 
inches below the entrance, and is composed of bark, fibre, fur and 
a few feathers. The cavity is about three inches in diameter and 
is sometimes made with great labour. On one occasion a pair 
were found digging a cavity, Marcl^^th, and at that date could 
get half the size of the bird into the hole. Knots were struck 
about two inches down and late in April they had to give up their 
site and find a new place. Before leaving they had collected 
quite a coating of balsam about the entrance, perhaps for the 
purpose of keeping out large ants or mice. Both male and female 
work at nest making. The number of eggs is six, each of which 
is set in a light depression in the nest lining. (W.H. Moore) In 
June, 1893, I found this bird nesting at Rush Lake, Assa. There 
are no trees at Rush Lake, so the bird laid its eggs in a hole in a 
beam on the stable-roof. (W.Raine.) Last summer I found a 
nest of the red-breasted nuthatch. It was dug in a rotten stump 
five feet from the ground, and contained young birds almost able 
to fly. Around tha^jjfrrance to the nest was a ring of pine or 
balsam gum, and as I saw the young birds picking at it I inferred 
it was an insect trap. I also found three nests of the chrckadee, 
and each w'as lined with the hair of the lupus americana. (G. E. 
Atkinson in Trans. Can. Inst., Vol. III., 3rd Series.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-one; one taken at Ottawa by the writer on May 12, 
1888, another by Mr. G. R. White, Dec. 16, 1888, and two others 
by Dr. F. A. Saunders in Nov. 1890; one taken at London, Ont., 
May 10, 1881, by Mr. W. E. Saunders ; one taken at dicine Hat,

VI
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Assa., May, 31, 1894, one at Edmonton, Alta., April 29, 1897, three 
at Banff, Rocky Mountains in June, 1891, one at Revelstoke, B.C., 
April 25, 1890, two at Deer Park, Columbia River, B.C., June,1890, 
one at Penticton, B.C., April, 8, 1903, cyie at Spence’s Bridge, B.C., 
June 3, 1889, one at Chilliwack, B.C., June 8, 1901, and two at 
Victoria, Vancouver Island, in May, 1893, 9Ü by Mr. W. Spread- 
borough.

One set of five eggs taken near Wolfcville, N.S., by Mr. Harold 
Tufts, May 23, 1901; nest in a hole in a dead birch stump about 
ten feet from the ground, composed of fine rootlets and grass.

730. Pygmy Nuthatch.
Sitta pygmœa Vig. 1839.

British Columbia. (Lprd.) Found only at Ducks where it was 
as common as the other! (Streator.) I have only found this bird 
east of the Coast R^ange. (Fannin.) Rather common at Lake 
Okanagan, B.C. in Vint en. Confined to the regions of Pirns 
fonderosa in B.C., in summer. (Breaks.) Only found and that 
sparingly at Vernon near Lake Okanagan, B.C. (Rhoads.) Com­
mon on the hill-sides in the scattered timber at Penticton, Lake 
Okanagan, B.C. It builds its nest In holes in trees anywhere from 
6 to 40 feet from the ground ; /they have a remarkable way of 
caulking up the holes and seams in the tree around their nest 
with hair. They sometimes work 10 or 12 days making the nest; 
on April 15th, 1903, found a pair building their nest; chopped the 
same out May 1st and found six^ggs; the bird cornered them with 
feathers on leaving» the nest sol suppose she Had not finished 
laying. (Spreadborough.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Î—^ Seven specimens taken at Penticton, B.C., in April, 1903, by Mr. 
W. Spreadborough.

CCL. PARUS Linnæus. 1758.

735. Chickadee.

Parus atricapilius Linn. 1766.
Locally common in timbered parts of northeastern Labrador. 

(Bigelow.) I am informed by credible persons ldng resident in

r
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the country, that two species of chickadees occur at Northwest 
River, at the head of Hamilton Inlet. (Packard) Common on 
Moose River; none seen at Moose Factory or further norths 
(Spreadborough.) Common and resident throughout the year on 
Newfoundland. (Reeks.) Most abundant along the Humber River, 
Newfoundland, 1899. (Louis H. Porter.)

An abundant resident at Halifax, N.S. (Downs.) Common at 
Baddeck and Margaree, Cape Breton Island, N.S., July, 1898; 
quite common in woods at Brackley Beach, Prince Edward Island, 
June, 1888. (Macoun.) Occasionally, small roving families were 
encountered on Prince Edward Island, so that it is a fairly com­
mon species. (Dzvight.) An abundant resident throughout the \ 
year at St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain.) An abundant and perman­
ent resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (W. H. Moore!) Not 
uncommon in the Restigouche valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.)

Quite common at Lake Mistassini, northern Quebec. (/. M. 
Macojin.) A common and permanent resident, but most common 
in spring and autumn. (Dionne.) A common winter visitant ; 
observed from September 17th1 to April 25th. (Wintle) A com­
mon resident at Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist. Vol. V.) A very 
common species in eastern Ontario; about Lansdowne, Ont., I 
met with the nest in May containing six eggs. (Rev. C.J. Young.) 
An abundant breeding resident in Parry Sound and Muskoka dis­
tricts, OrH. (/. H. Fleming.) Common everywhere in Algonquin 
Park, Ônt., in summer, saw a pair making a nest in a \x»tten 
stump, June 18th, 1900; another pair was seen building a nest in 
a hole in a birch tree on July 15th; they appear to work only early 
in the morning at building their nest. (Spreadborough.) Resident 
the year round at London, Ont., but less common in summer than 
at other seasons. (IV. E. Saunders.) Very common resident at 
Guelph, Ont. (A.B.Klugh.) An abundant resident at Pcne- r 
tanguishene, Ont. (A. F. Young.) Has beelf taken at Moose 
Factory, James Bay, on two occasions. (E. A. Prebles.)

Breeding Notes.—This species nests at Scotch Lake, N.B., 
from April to August. Sometimes it uses an old woodpecker's 
nest, lining it with dark fibres, fur and a few feathers. From five 
to eight eggs are laid. (IV. H. Moore!) Nest built in a tree or 
stump, at Ottawa, lined with hair, fine grass, moss and feathers. 
Eggs, six to eight, white, speckled and spotted with retldish-

■/
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Brown, chiefly towards the larger end. (G.R. White.) Nests in 
marshy thickets around Ottawa. On April i8th, 1903, a pair of 
birds was seen digging a hole in a fence post and on the 8th 
1903, a nest with six yôung was discovered in a small stump. The 
opening, 18 inches from the ground, was one inch in diameter ; 
the nest was a mixture of short hairs, green moss and feathers, and 
was at a depth of .six inches in the stump. (Gameau.) A common 
tesident in Ontario; it breeds in a hole of a stub excavated usually 
by the bird itself about the middle of May, I have seen fresh eggs 
omthe 15th of the month. In its habit of excavating a hole for 
itself it resembles the European marsh titmouse, the only one of 
the titmice that does $0. In its note and otherwise it closely

S
nbles this species (Parus palustris). Though during spring 
summer it is a bird of the woods, in cold winter weather it 
caches the homes and outbuildings; the present winter(i904) 
this was especially the case. [Rev. C.J. Young.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Ten; two taken at Ottawa by Mr. G. R. White in April, 1894; 
three at Ottawa by Dr. F. A. Saunders, in September, 1890; one 
by the writer, May 4th, 1888; one at London, Ont., by Mr. W. E. 
Saunder " ' h, 1886; two at Bracebridge, Ont., March 12th,

of dggs
1892, bwMr. W./Spread bo rough.

Two sets of 3ggs; one set of four taken at Emsdale, Muskoka,
Ont., May iStii. 1893, by Mr. J. H. Fleming and presented to the 
museum; one of six takep at Wolfville, N.S., by Mr. Harold 
Tufts, May 15th, 1897,1^1, placed in the bottom of a hole in a 
small birch stump, composed of rootlets and haw

735«. Long-tailed Chickadee. t
Parus atricapillus septentrionalis (Harris) 1\llen. 1872. 

One taken an the Lower Echimamish, June 241*, 1901 (E. A.
Preble.) A specimen of this form was procured a| Chief Moun­
tain Lake, Rocky Mountains, on August 28th, 1874. ((hues.) 
Resident in Manitoba in wooded sections. The Manitoba bird is 
not strictly septentrionalis but is nearer to that form than to atri­
capillus. (Thompson-Seton.) A common breeding resident at 
Aweme, Manitoba. (Norman Criddle.) Only one individual was seen 
in a three months’ residence at Indian Head, Assa., in the spring of

4
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1892; two were seen in a willow thicket in the east end^)f the 

Cypress Hills, June 2jfth, 1894; common from Lesser Slave Lake 
to Peace River Landing, Lat. 56° 15', in June, 1903; tolerably 
common at Edmonton, Alta, by April 17th, May 25th found a nest 
in a poplar stub about seven feet from the ground, the nest con­
tained eight young; common from Edmonton to Athabasca Pass 
in June, 1898 ; observed a number on Elbow River and at 
Crow’s Nest Lake, July 31st, 1897; common and breeding in the 
mountain woods at Banff, Rocky Mountains, in the summer of 
1891; shot at Revelstoke, B.C., on April 9th, 1890, fairly common 
during April and May; in June it was common at Deer Park, on 
the Columbia River; a nest containing four eggs was taken at 
Robÿm on June 24th, 1890, it was on an old tree hanging over 
the water of Pass Creek; observed about a dozen at Penticton, 
B.C., in April, 1903. (Spreadborough.) A common and perman­
ent resident around rrince Albert, Sask. (Coubeaux.) One speci- 
ment taken at the Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan. {Nutting) 
Not rare at Athabasca Landing and up the river to Lesser Slave 
River; common at Fort McMurray, Lat. 56° 40', but rare up the 
Clearwater River to Methw Portage, seemingly displacing P.

1 hudsonicus; common betwem Methye Lake and Isle à la Crosse. 
(/. M. Macoun.) According to the dimensions given, the male 
bird seen at Carlton House by Richardson belongs to this species. 
Length 5y2 inches, length of tail 2} inches. {Macoun.) North to 
Fort Simpson on the Mackenzie River. {Ross.) Common through­
out the valleys of the interior. {Streator.) I found this bird very 
common on the wooded hills east of the Coast Range, especially 
in the neighbourhood of Cornwallis. (Fannin.) Abundant nearlv 
everywhere around Lake Okanagan, B.C., in winter. A common

Species in winter in the Cariboo district of British Columbia. 
{Brooks.) Abounds in the inter-mountainous regions of British 
Columbia up to 3,000 feet. (Rhoads.)

Throughout the wooded region of Alaska, from the moist 
heavily-wooded coast in the Sitkan and Kadiak regions north 
throughout the entire Yukon and adjoining country this bird is a 
common resident. (Nelson.) We took this species at Bennett, 
June 19th, west shore of Lake Bennett, June 24th, Caribou Cross­
ing June 26th, Lake Marsh, July 7th, and Lake LebargeJuL^ 15th, 
but did not notice it again until we reached the lower rukon, 
although chickadees were heard several times whose specific
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identity was not determined. Thirty miles below Holy Cross 
Mission I took two, August 25th, and at the Aphoon mouth I 
saw a small flock August 28th. Young able to fly were taken July 
7th. One taken, August 25th, had completed the moult into first 
winter plumage, while an adult taken the same day was in fresh 
plumage. (Bishop.) On the 26th October, 1898,1 was hunting in 
the willow Bottoms along the Hunt River north of our winter 
quarters on Kotzebue Sound, Alaska, when I met with this 
species for the first time. (Grinnell.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS

Fifteen ; one taken at Peace River Landing, June 17, 1903; one 
at Banff, Rocky Mountains, May 19,1891, two at Edmonton,Alta., 
April, 1897, five at Revelstoke.B.C., April, 1890, one at Deer Park, 
Columbia Rivef, B.C., June 7, 1890, two at Cascade, B.C., June 14, 
1902, two at Penticton, B.CjApril, 1903, and one at Kamloops, 
B.C., June 18, 1889, all by*Mr. W. Spreadborough.

735b. Oregon Chickadee.
Parus atricapillus occidentals (Baird) Coues. 1872.

Not uncommon in the woods at Agassiz, and Hastings, B.C., in 
April and May, 1889; common at Chilliwack, B.C., also along the 
river to the head of Chilliwack Lake, in July, 1901. (Spread- 
borough.) British @6lumbia. (Lord.) Common in the coast region. 
(Streator.) A common resident west of Coast Range. (Fannin.) 
Abundant resident at Chilliwack. (Brooks.) Abundant in the 
coast region of British Columbia. (Rhoads.) Hartlaub records 
two specimens of this form taken at Chilcat; he added also “ on 
February 17th, seen on the low bushes and deciduous trees near 
the shore, summer and winter always in low thickets near coast.” 
(Nelson.) This species ranges through th^ Yukon district; during 
a warfti period of winter these birds werXoccasionally seen at 
St. Michael. They retire to the interior in May and are not seen 
on the coast in the summer months. (Turner)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Nine; four taken at Agassiz, B.C., May, 1889,three at Chilliwack, 
B.C., May, 1901, two at Huntington, B.C., Qttober 4th, 1901, all
by Mp W. Spreadborough.

i8«4
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738. Mountain Chickadee,
Parus gambeH Ridgw; 1886.

A common summer resident at Banff, Rocky Mountain# in 1891; 
three shot on the mountains at Deer Park, Columbia River, B.C.; 
observed two on a mountain north of the Little Miette River, 
Athabasca Pass, Rocky Mountains, 1898 ; a common summer 
resident at Robson, B.C.; young full-grown and fledged by June 
26th, 1890; abundant at Spence's Bridge, B. C., in May, 1889; 
common on Sophie Mountain at 4,400 feet altitude, on the Inter­
national Boundary, B.C., in -1902; observed about a dozen at 
Penticton, B.C., in April, 1903 ; common at Elko, B.C., in 
May, 1904, a pair building a nest in a hole in a live larch 
about 14 feet from the ground, May 9th, 1904. (Spreadborough.) 
British Columbia. (Lord.) Abundant about the mountains of the 
interior; breeds. (Streator.) Wooded hills east of Coast Range 
and in Rocky Mountain district. (Fawtm.) I never secured this 
species but am confident I saw it on the Coast Range, B.C.; 
rather common around Lake Okanagan, B.C., in winter; observed 
occasionally at Quesnel, in the Cariboo district of B.C., in 
winter. (Brooks.) Found in the interior mountains of British 
Columbia, but not in the Rockies. (Rhoads.) Rather comm .n in 
spring at Golden, on the Columbia River; also in the Selkirk
Mountains, B.C. (E. F. G. Wkm.)

. ' • > ,
MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seventeen; five taken at Banff, Rocky Mountains in May, 1891; 
one at Deer Park, and another at Robson, Columbia River, B.C., 
June, 1890; one at Griffin Lake, B.C., August 6th, 1889 ; three at 
Spence’s Bridge, B.C., June, 1889; one at Cascade, July 15th, 1902; 
two others at Penticton, B.C., April, 1903, and three at Elko, 
B.C., May, 1904; all by Mr. W. Spreadborough. ' *

73S. Siberian Chickadee.
Parus cinctus obtectus ab.) Ridgw. 1885.

On June 1st, 1864, a nest of this species containing seven eggs 
was found near Fort Anderson in a hole in a spruce stump at a 
height of six feet from the ground. This was the first discovery 
of the nest of this bird on the American continent. It wascomposed 
of a moderate quantity of hare or rabbit,fur,intermixed with a

<r>
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sprinkling of dried moss. (Macfarlane.) The habitat of this bird 
includes, as far as known, the spruce forests in northeastern Siberia, 
extending across a very similar region in‘the no|thern half of Alaska 
and reaching the Anderson River on the east. (Nelson.) Several 
specimens of Parus were bbtained from various localities in the 
Yukon district. They were referred to the species cinctus. Latei* 
examinations show that these are identical with P. obtectus, Cab. 
( Turner.) .4

740. Hudaonian Chickadee.
Parus hudsonicuS^ Forst. 1772.

Abundant everywhere in^the wooded tracts. Young were 
obtained, July 19th, 1882, at Davis Inlet, and early in August at 
Fort Chimo. (Packard.) Observed a number about 15 nîîles 
inland from Richmond Gulf, July 6th, 1896; next observed at 
George’s River, September 18th, where they were common. 
(Spreadborough) Breeds; is common, and does not migrate from 
Newfoundland. (Reeks.)

A rather common resident at Halifax, N.S. (Downs.) Not 
x uncommon at Baddeck and Margaree, Cape Breton Island, July, 

1898; common in spruce trees at Brackley Point, Prince Edward 
Island, June 26th, 1888. (Macoun.) Tolerably common on Prince 
Edward Island. (Dwight) Met with at a|l seasons at St. John, 
y.B. (Chamberlain) A pommon permanent resident at Scotch 
iLake, York Co., N.B. (1. H. Moore) Not uncommon in the 
Restigouche valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox) Common on the 
Magdalen Islands. (Bishop.) Not so common as the black-capped 
chickadee. It breeds in the northern part of Quebec province ; 
taken at Beauport. (Dionne) A rare winter visitant at Mpntreal. 
Mr. Kuefzing has found this species in Hochelaga woods from 
November 1st to December 7th. (Wintle)

A moderately common winter migrant at Ottawa ; early fall 
records are October 31st, 1883 and Octh^er, 20th, 1889. (Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) This seems to be the» commonest chickadee 
on the Magdalen Islands; I diet with ft frequently fhere in June, 
1897, and foqnd two nests containing young the middle of that 
month. The nest was built in a small sprucfe stump/about two 
feet.down, the hoje being entered from the top. J^/ne case the 
rifest rested on the ground, the stump being not more than eiglteeiV
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inches high; I never saw this bird in Ontario. (Rev. C.J. Young.) 
Mr. Kay saw a pair at Port Sydney, Muskoka, in November, 1892; 
I have looked for it carefully in Parry Sound district but without 
success; I have secured a single spécimen at* Toronto. (/. H. 
Fleming.) We first met this species on the Ephimamish River, 
June 24th. We noted it again at Robinsfcm Portage, three r}ays 
later, and found it common at Oxford House,. w"here we secured 
a male, July 3rd. We saw several on an. island in Knee Lake, 
July 5th, and a number at York Factory, July 13th, collecting two 
on the latter date. On our return we saw several on Hill River, 
September 3rd. (E. A: Preble.) Found only In tht north and 
east or Manitoba among the great coniferous forests; permanent 
resident. ( Thompson-Setpn.) Two specimens of thij species were 
secured at Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan. , (Nutting) First 
noticed at Sulphur Springs on the* Clearwater River, about Lat. 
56° 30', very common from there to Methye portage and across 
the portage, and from Methye Lake to Isle à la Crosse. (/. M. 
Macoun) Shot one on May 7th, 1897 at Edmonton, Alta., the 
only one seen; one seen at Be^r Creek, Peace River, Lat. 56°, 
August 5th, 1903; common in spruce woods along the Atha­
basca River*afc Jasper House, Alta., in June, 1898. (Spread- 
borough) North to £ort Simpson on the Mackenzie River; 
not common. (Ross.) This bird has been found throughout 
the wooded portion of Alaska fro|h,'dts^s£utherrix coastline 
at Fort Kenai north through the Kuslcoquim and Yukon River 
region» to the northern tree-limit, well within the Arctic 
Circle. (Nelson.) A number of specimens of this spefcies was 
obtained from Fort Yukon, Nulato .and several from St. 
Michael. It visits "the coast only during the winter. It is a con­
stant resident of the wooded districts and in some localities is 
quite abundant. (Turner) Very common at Tyonek, but-rarely 
seen at Hope; two specimens were taken at Fort Kenai by Bis- 
choff. Cook’s Inlet specimens do not seem to differ from those of 
the Yukon and Kowak valleys. I am also unable to find any 
appreciable differences between them and ,three birds recently 
collected by E. A. Preble near the type locality of hudsonicus. 
Consequently I do not agree that the specimens at present avail­
able warrant the recognition of Parus hudsonicus evura. From a 
rather Jiasty examination of the material in the National Museum 
there seems to be an average difference in the length of the tail

z
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between the Alaska birds and the birds from the extreme north­
eastern United States. The birds from the west side of Hudson 
Bay, however, are intermediate and apparently nearer to the 
Alaska biijds. In other words, as far as present ipaterial goes, 
there are jyst as good grounds for the recognition of Parus hud- 
sonicus littoraRs Bryant, 1863, from Nova Scotia, as for P. h. evura 
Cçues, 1884, from Alaska, (Osgood.)

Breeding Notes.,—One nest of this species found at Scotch 
Lake, N.B., was in a fir stub about 15 feet from thfe ground, the 
hole was lined with hair and fur. Eggs 6, hatched June 1st; June 
'38th; found a nest of six young birds ready to leave the nest.
( W. H Moore.) I have several sets of eggs Jhat were taken at 
Hamilton Inlet, Labrador, in June, 1896. The bird lays six to 

. eight-eggs in a hole in a decayed stub. (IV Raine.) *>
MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Three specimens t^ken* at Mir^michi, N.B., iq 1889, by Mr. ’ 
Philip Cox; one takeh at Edmonton, Alta., May, 1897, by Mr. 
W. Spreadborough.'

One set of six egg^ taken at Wolfville, NS., June 3rd, 1896, by 
Mr. Harold Tufts.

740«. Kowak Chickadee.
Parus hudsonicus stoneyi (Ridgw.) A. O. U. Check List. 

1889. ^
Valley of the Kowak River, horthwestern Alaska. (A. 0. U. 

Cheek List.) - " * •

7406. Columbian Chickadee.
- ? 1 % # ' JZ* '

Parus hudsonicus columbianus Rhoads. 1893.

One specimen of this species was shot on the summit of Toad 
Mountain, near Nelson, B.C., at an altitude of 6,700 feçt in July, 
1899, and one in Eqgle Pass, near Revelstoke, B.C.; two speci­
mens were taken on Moose Mountain, near the source of Elbow 
River,, and two»others observed at the source of Kish Creek, 
Rocky Mountains in July, 1897. (Spreadborough.) Four speci­
mens of Parus from the central Rocky Mountains near Field, B.C., 
taken in a deep forest at an elevation of 5,000 feet differ so 
materially from Pams hudsonicus that it seems proper to separate 
them. (Rhoads.) Rather common at La1c<fuOkanagan, B.C., in



.s

694 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA.

/

<

winjter. I also took this species on the divide between Nicola 
and Okanagâg valleys, the most westerly point I have observed 
it. - Abundant in the heavy Spruce timber and on high elevations, 
in winter, in Cariboo district* B.C. (Broofy) F^ocky Mountains, • 
from Liafd River sduth into Montana. (Rhoads in The Auk, Vol.
X., p. 3|l.) An adult male was taken at Homer in June, and two 
specimens on September 12th, 1^01, in first winter plumage. Not 
common but seen at all places visited on the Kenai timber belt in 
Alaska. It was usually found in the dead spruce groves of the
more open country. (Chapman)

' " . »
740e. Yukon Chickadee. ♦

Parus hudsonicus evura Coues.

-We took the Yukon chickadéç at Caribou grossing, June 27th;
Lake Jagish, June 30th; Lalçe Marsh, July 5th, and Lake Lebarge,
July 14th; and after reaching^Thirty-mile River, July 19th, found 
it regularly distributed in families or large flocks, all the wa^ to 
Fort Yukon, 15 miles above which I saw a flock, August 21st. At 
St. Michael I took a young female in first winter plumage, Sep- 
tember'20th. 'Young able to fly were first taken, July 5th, and 
moulting birds, August 13th.*', We toel^ adults in full moult, June 
27th, and one in which the moult was almost,completed, July 24th. 
(Bishop.) At our winter camp on the Kowak, Kotzebue Sound, 
Alaska, this species was common up to September. After that 
datç and up to the first of April, but ope or two at 4 time were 
se^n and then only at long intervals. Early in September, groups 
of four to seven were noted nearly every day in the spruces 
around the cabin. Those chickadees observed during the winter 
were all in the dense willow thickets along Hunt River. By the 
first of,May the chickadees were back again roving through the 
woods in pairs. Old woodpecker-holes were selected as nesting 
sites, and I spotted nests in process of construction by the 15th 
.May, but through various mishaps I failed to secure any eggs. 
(Grinnell.)

741. Chestnut-backed Chickadee.
~ Parus rufescens Towns. 1837.

Very common in the woods at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., in 
April, 1889; none were seen at- Agassiz, about 50 miles up the f 
F tser River in May; an abundant resident on Vancouver Island,



I ' t

/ * CATALOGUE OF CANADIAN BIRDS. 695
S* » '

nesting, April 16th, 1893; on May 5th found a neu in a hole in 
A dead tree;. nest made of moss, lined with feathers. (Spread- 
ioYough.) From about Lat. 6o°, on the southeastern coast of 
Alaska, south into California this titmouse is abundant and breeds 
throughout the greatér part of its range. (Nelson.) British 
Columbia. (Lord) Common m the coast region; breeds. 
(Streator.y>h common resident west of the Coast Range; breeds 
close to Victoria. (Fannin..) Tolerably common resident at 
Chilliwack; >not uncommon around Lake Okanagan, B.C., in 
winter. (Brooks.) Very common on the coast and islands of 
British Columbia but not found east of the Coast Range. (Rhoads.) 
Very common at English Bwy, Vancouver, August 8th, 1894. 
(E. F. G. White) Common everywhere, especially in the younger 
firs at the heads of the bays and inlets. First young, fully fledged, 
taken June 26th, near Sitka, Alaska. (Grinned.) Abundant on 
Queen Charlotte Islands, B.C. Seven specimens taken by us. 
(Osgood.) We found a few at Haines and Skagway, Alaska, and I 
took one and heard another at Glacier, June 5th. ,A female taken 
at Skagway, June 3rd, had finished laying. (Bishop.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS. t » *

Seven ; two taken at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., April, J889, 
and five at Victoria, Vancouver Island, April and May, 1893, all 
by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

CCLI. PS ALTRIPARÜS Bonaparte. 1850.
743. Bush-tit.

Psaltriparus minimus (ToyvNS.) Bonap. 1854.
I shot two specimens out of a considerable number on 25th 

November, 1899, but could not find any the next daÿ at the same 
place, nor have I ever seen them before, though I have looked 
out for them. (Brooks.) This last reference is presumably to the 
Fraser River Valley. (Macoun.) /

Family LV. SYLVIIDÆ. Warblers, Kinglets.

• CCLII. PHYLLOPSEUSTES Meyer. 1815.
747. KennicotVs Willow Warbler.

Phyllopseustes borealis (Blas.) Meves. 1875.
The original record of this bird in America was based on the 

capture ot a single specimen at St. Michael, on August 16th

V
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1866, by the naturalist of the Western Union Telegraph expedi­
tion. During the summer of 1877, (M July 26th and 31st, I 
obtained two specimens on each of thedays mentioned, as they 
were searching the old- board fences surrounding the houses at 
St. Michael. A few others were obtained later and they were 
seen tffe next year. (Nelson.) Two were discovered flitting rap­
idly among the foliage Of some birches a hundred yards back 
from the Kowak River, KotzebueJSound, near our winter cabin. 
Their behaviour closely resembled that of the ruby-crowned 
kinglet. I saw Kennicott’s willow warbler but once again, on the 
14th of June, 1899, in the Kowak delta. I was following close 
around the margin of a small lake, when I found myself within
twenty feet of a single individual which I at once recognized as of 
the same species takenVhe previous fall. The.bird was close to 
the ground searching -fmong some willow bushes and stunted 
spruces. ( Grinnell.)

CCLIII. REGULUS Cuvier. 1799.

748. Golden-crowned Kinglet-
, Regu lus satrapa Light. 1823.

Fairly common in patches of spruce on the northeastern coast 
of Labrador, as far north as Aillik. {Bigelow.) Audubon, Vol. 
II., p. 165, found fhemi feeding their young in August. {Packard.) 
A common resident in Nova Scotia. (DownsA small flock was 
seen on Sable Island, N.S., on October 2nd, 1902. {James Bouteil- 
lier.) Common in the woods at Bfackley Point, Prince*Edward 

^Island, JUly 17th, 1888. {Macoun.) Infrequently observed on Prince 
Edward Island. Young were on the wing by the last bf June ; not 
uncommon at Baddeck, Cape Breton Island, in June, 1887. 
{Dwight.) Rather common, most abundant in the fall and winter, 
but it breeds in New Brunswick. (Chamberlain.) A common and 
permanent resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B.; the young are 
about with the parents in late June. {W. H. Moore.)

A common but transient visitant, at Montreal in spring and 
r autumn. {Wintle) A not common spring and autumn^migrant 

4n eastern Quebec. {Dionne) A commoij. migrant at Ottawa. 
{Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) One of the commonest birds among 

*■'* pine and hemlock trees in the early:spring; I see numbers every 
year; I observed them breeding on the Magdalen Islands, in June,

t
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1897, among the spruce, but could not find the nest; I never saw
any in Ontario after the 1st of May. {Rev. C.J. Young.) An }
abundant winter resident; on two occasions I have met with birds 
in May, that from their actions must have been nesting. (/. H.
Fleming.) Has been found two or. three times near London, Ont. 
in late May, but no actual proof of breeding is yet reported. An 
abundant migrant, remaining through mild winters. {IV. E.
Saunders.) Not at all unusual to see a small party of these little 
fellows sunning themselves on the warm side of a cedar or spruce 
hedge during the coldest winter months around Toronto. (/.
Hughes-Samuel.) A winter resident at Guelph, Ont. {A. B.Klugh-)_,
dfne seen on the lower Echimamish, June 24th, 1901. {£. A. Preble.)

A very rare migrant; but may breed in Manitoba. They are 
very uncertain in their movements.’ {Thompson-Selon.) A rare 
migrant at Aweme, Manitoba. {Norman Criddle.) Common in 
spruce woods from Jasper House' to the summit of .the Rocky 
Mountains in June, 1898; breeds at Banff, Rocky Mountains, 
but not so common as the ruby-crowned kinglet; common at 
Revelstoke, B.C., up to April 20th, 1890, when all disappeared; 
breeding in the woods at Robson, B.C.; young shot, June 10th,
1890; common on Sophie Mountain, on the International Bound­
ary, B.C., ‘at an altitude of 4,400 feet in 1902. {Spreadborough.)
Seen near Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan, but none were 
secured., {Nutting.) Common in the mountains southwest of '
Calgary, ^lso in Crow’s Nest Pass, July 28th, 1897. (Spreadborough.)

Breeding Notes.—A set of seven eggs in my collection was - 
taken at Cartwrightf'Labrador, June 15th, 1895. The nest was 
suspended to a brancji'of a spruce tree, 15 feet from the ground.
{IV. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Thirteen; two taken at Banff, Rocky Mountains in May, 1891, 
three at Revelstoke, B.C., Aoril, 1890, two at Trail, B.C., May,
1902, and one at Deer Park,/B.C., June 6th, 1890, all by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough ; two taken/at Ottawa in April, 1888, by Prof.
Macoun; five others at Ottmva, in 1890, by Dr. F. A. Saunders.
748a. Western Golden-qrowned Kinglet

Regulus satrapa olivaceous Baird., 1864.'
Frequent-in woods at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., in April,

1889. Saw a few at the foot of Chilliwack Lake, B.C., July, 1901;

x -
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/
common at Huntington, B.C., on the International Boundary in 
September of the same year; a common resident on Vancouver 
Islapd. (Spreadborough.) Very plentiful on Vancouver Island 
and in British Columbia. (Lord.) Very common spring and 
fall migrant ; a few remain to bteed. (Streator.) Abundant 
throughout the district west of the Cascades. (Fannin.) Common 
winter resident, breeds on the mountains ; common through­
out the winter at Lake Okanagan, B.C.; a few of these deli­
cate little birds remained in Cariboo district, B.C. throughout the 
coldest wedther. (Brooks.) I find no colour difference between 
the east and West of the Coast Range. (Rhoads.) Common on 
Queen Charlotte Islands, B.C.; an adult male was taken at Cum- 
shewa Inlet, June 20th, 1899. Moderately common at Cook’s 
Inlet, Alaska. (Osgood.) Tolerably common at Glacier above 
Skagway, Alaska; ofttfn heard but seldom seen and hard to pro­
cure; a female that I took on June 10th had the last egg ready 
for the shell. (Bishop) A male and female were taken at Homer, 
Kenai Peninsula, Alaska, September 26th, 1901, and a male at 
Sheep Creek, on August 18th. (Chapman.) The Alaska records 
of this species are limited to the southeastern coast where it has 
been obtained at Sitka and Kadiak. (Nelson.) Common every­
where, particularly in the dense fir thickets along streams at 
Sitka, Alaska. On June 22nd, I observed the first young. 
(Grinnell.) . „

•** ' • MUSEUM SPECIMENS. *

Four; two taken at Huntington, B.C., in September, 1901, and 
, two at Victoria, Vancouver Island, April, 1893, by Mr. W. Spread- 

borough.

749. Ruby-crowned Kinglet.

Regulus calendula (Linn.) Light. 1823.
One sent from Nenortalik, Greenland, in 1859. (Arct. Man.) 

Common in the southern portions of Labrador; Coues obtained 
a specimen in August at Rigolet; and Stearns shot a single 
specimen at Old Fort Iiland, October nth, 1881. (Packard.) 
Common at Moose Factory, June 9th, 1896. Observed at Fort 
George, June 20th. Common at Richmond Gulf, July 1st. None 
seen inland. (Spreadborough.) Common at Baddeck, Cape Breton 
Island. (F. H. Allen.) Uncommon at Halifax, N.S. (Downs.)

I
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A'small flock was seen on Sable Island, N.S., on October 3rd 1 
1902. (James Bouteillier) In pine woods, Brackley Point, Prince 
Edward Island, July, 1888. (Macoun.) An uncommon summer 
resident at St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain) A rare summer mi­
grant at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. (W. H. Moore.)1 Common 
at Lake Mistassini, 1885. wheTe it breeds. (/. M. Macoun.) Taken 
at York Factory, Hudson Bay. (Dr. R. Bell) Taken at Fort 
Churchill, Hudson Bay. (Wright.) One female seen at Fox Bay, 
Anticosti. (Brewster.) More common than the preceding in 
eastern Quebec. Taken at Beauport. (Dionne) A common but 
transient visitant in spring and autumn at Montreal. (Wintle)

A common migrant at Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) A 
common resident in autumn and winter in Parry Sound and Mus- 
koka districts. (J. H. Fleming.) Common during migration at 
Guelph, Ont. (A. B. Klugh.) I saw one at Norway House, June 
17th, and took a specimen on the Echimamish, June 24th. It 
was cbmmon at Oxford House, June 30th to July 4th. One was 
observed as we ascended Hill River, September 1st. (E. A. 
Preble)

This species was observed on Mouse (Souris) River, in Septem­
ber during the autumnal migration, frequenting the dense under­
growth in the river bottom in company with warblers. \Coues.) A 
tolerably common migrant in spring and autumn in Manitoba. 
(Thompson-Seton) Common at Aweme, Manitoba', in spring and 
fall; probably breeds; arrives about April 25th,and leaves Oct. 4th. 
(Norman Criddle) Only three specimens were found at Medicine 
Hat, Assa., in April and May, 1894; common in spruce woods 
from the mouth of Lesser Slave River to Peace River Landing, 
Lat? 56° 15', June, 1903; first seen at Edmonton, Alta., May 4th, 
1897; tolerably common in the spruce woods and breeding with­
out doubt; common in the spruce woods of the foothills from 
Edmonton to Crow’s Nest Pass in July and August; quite com­
mon at Banff, evidently breeding early as there were young birds 
in May, 189J; a common species in April, 1890, at Revelstoke, 
B.C., but all seemed to be migrants; quite common on Sophie 
Mountain on the International Boundary, B.C., at an altitude of 
4,400 feet in 1902; quite common in the early part of April, 1889, 
at Hastings, Burrard Inlet; shot on the mountains at Spence’s 
•Bridge,'B.C., late in May, 1889; very abundant at Huntington, 
B.C., on the International Boundary in September, 1901; appar-

V
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ently a summer resident on Vancouver Island, seen first oh April 
18th when they were in large numbers in conifers with chicka­
dees; first seen at Penticton, B.C., April 13th, 1903, |bundant 

« everywhere by the coth and remained so until May 1st; 
common at Lake Ste. Anne, north of Edmonton, and from 
thence along the trail to the Athabasca Pass in June, 1898; com­
mon at Fernie zfnd Elko, B.C., in May, 1904. (Spreadborough..) 

^**Very common at the south end of Methye Portage. (/. M. 
Macoun.) North to Fort Resolution on the Mackenzie River 
rare. (/?»«.) There is no doubt but this bird is to be met with 
during the summer season on the Anderson River, but we found 
no nests. (Macfarlant.)

Seen only east of the Coast range. (Lord.) Found only in 
the coast region during autumnal migration. (Streàtor.) Abun­
dant in the district west of the Coast Range. (Fannin.) Common 
winter visitant at Chilliwack; breeds on the mountains. (Brooks.) 
Numerous on the coast of British Columbia in spring. Breeding 
in the interior. (Rhoads.)

This handsome species has been S«fcured from various portions 
of the territory. The various Alaskan records include Fort Yukon, 
Nulato, Anvik, in the north, with Sitka and Fort Kenai on the 
southeastern coast. (Nelson.) Specimens of this bird were 
obtained from Fort Yukon, where it is common, breeding there.
At Nushagak, on Bristol Bay, I saw a single specimen of this bird
flitting amongst the willows which skirt the river. (Turner.) On 
the 23rd August, I shot one specimen and saw two others in a 
willow copse bordering the Kowak, a couple of miles above our 
winter camp. I did not see the species again until June ioth?in 
Kowak delta, Kotzebue Sound, Alaska. (Grinnell.)

Breeding Notes.—I have a beautiful nest containing eleven 
eggs that was taken at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia on June 1st, 1898; 
this nest was suspended to the branch of a bl^rk spruce tree, 20 
feet from the ground; besides this 6ne I have four others taken at 
the same place and all alike in structure; the nests were round 
balls of green moss well lined with feathers and were suspended 
from the branches of spruce trees. (W. Raine.) Breeding near 158- 
Mile House, B.C.; on the nth June I found a nest in a small spruce 
not four feet high; the nwt was close to the stem and about two 
feet from the ground ; it was a very deep cup, almost a vertical

/
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cylinder; the sitting bird must' have been entirely concealed ; it 
contained five eggs, a sixth imperfect one was sticking in tljfe 
foundation of the nest; it had evidently been pushed through the 
lining and a fresh floor built over it; the owners were raising a 
great outcry over the intrusion of a wandering brood of “-whiskey 
jacks?; two grouse feathers were carefully put over the entrance 
to the nest, which made me think that it had been rifted by the 
jays and the lining pulled out. {Brooks.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Twenty-four; two taken at Banff, Rocky Mountains in April, 
1891, two at Edmonton, Alta., May, 1897, six_at Revelstoke, B C., 
April, 1890, two at Penticton, B.C., April, 1903, one at Medicine 
Hat, Assa., May1, nth, 1894, four at Huntington. B.C., October, 
1901, one at Burrard Inlet, B.C., April 7th, 1889, and one at 
Fernie, B.C., April 21st, 1904, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough; one 
at London, Ont., May 2nd, 1885, by Mr. W. E. Saunders ; four 
at Ottawa, Ont., in May, 1890, by Dr. F. A. Saunders.

849a. Sitkan Kinglet.
Regulus calendula grinnelli Palmer. 1897.

This kinglet was not very common, and I only observed it along 
Indian River, at Sitka, Alaska, in tall firs; I s*w4]iem in pairs on 
two occasions, but I secured no young. This kingH^njoubtless 
breeds, though not in abundance; three adult males were seïbted. 
{Grinnell.) At Skagway, Alaska, I heard a Sitkan kinglet singing 
May 31st, and at Haines took a male and heard another singing 
June 1st. At Glacier I took a male June 6th, and during our stay 
heard two or three others singing. While the Log Cabin bird is 
normal calendula, the Haines and Glacier birds have the more 
olive back and darker-sides of crown of grinnelli. {Bishop.)

CCLIV. POLIOPTILA Sclater 1851.

751. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher/ a

Polioptila coerulca (Linn.) S%b. 1855.
An accidental visitant at Montreal. Mr. Kuetzing saw one 

example of this species in Mr. Craig's collection, shot on the 
island of Montreal a number of years ago, but Mr. Craig says he 
does not remember having it in his possession. (Wintle.) Casual

»
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at Ottawa; one was shof^y Mr. G. R. White, previous to 1881 
(Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) The only specimens I know to have 
been taken near Toronto are those by my friend Mr. C. W. Nash 
and by Mr. Oliver Spencer. (/. Hugkes-Samuel.) A not uncom­
mon summer résident of Ontario, west and south from London. 
( W. £. Saunders.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.r
One purchased with the Holman collection in 1885. * .
One set of five eggs taken June 1st, 1891, two miles west of 

London, Ont., by Mr. W. E. Saunders. Nest of vegetable fibre 
and well covered with lichens, placed on a horizontal branch'of a 
cherry tree two feet from the ground.

Family LV. TURDIDÆ. Thrushes, Sol itères, &c.

' CCLV. MYADBSTES Swainson

754. Townsend’s Solitaire.
f’ Myadestes townsendii (Aud.) Cab. 1847.

Observed at the Elbow River near Calgary, June 21st, 1897,
common in the Rocky Mountains south to Crow’s Nest Pass in 
July, 1897 ; a common species at Banff, breeding on mountains 
high up; seen everywhere in the mountains around the Athabasca 
Pass, 1898; quite common at Revelstoke, B.C., from the 16th to the 
20th April, 1890; they sat around on stumps and caught flies or 
flew down at anything they might see; in June they were seen at 
Deer Park, Arrow Lake, at an elevation of 2,000 feet, and doubtless 
breeding; observed on nearly all the mountains on the Interna­
tional Boundary in British Columbia; one seen on Deer Rttige, 
south slope of Mount Cheam, B.C., August 10th, 1901 ; two seen 
near the summit of Mount Benson, Nanaimo, Vancouver Island, 
July loth, 1893, the birds had a nest in the side of the bank close 
to the rocky summit; only seen in the Okanagan valley, B.C. in 
the early part of April, 1903; all disappeared about the 15th; heard 

|\ singing everywhere in the woods at Elko, B.C. from the snow 
to the level of the railway,‘May, 1904. (Spreadborough.)

Very rare, only shot once in the Columbia valley. (Lord.) A 
rare bird though I have taken it both east and west of the Coast 
Range, and have taken it at Ladners, in the lower Fraser valley, 
in January. (Fannin.) Rare migrant in the valley at Chilliwack;

L
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breeds on the mountain tops; tolerably common in winter at Lake 
Okanagan, B.C.; sings throughout the winter; feeds on fruit dur­
ing the cold weather. (Brooks.) I secured an individual on Van­
couver Island in May. They were met with at high altitudes both 
east and west of the Coast Range, Selkirks and Rockies, as far 
north as the 52nd parallel, increasingdn abundance eastwardly. 
(Rhoads.) On the heights above Bennett I took an adult male 
June 17th; on the hot noon of June 26th, while seated on the sum­
mit of a hill some 1,500 feet above Caribou Crossing, I he4rd the 
most beautiful bird-song that has ever delighted my ear. It 
seemed to combine the strength of the robin, the joyousness and 
soaring c uality of'the bobolink, and the sweetness and purity of 
the woo thrush. Starting low and apparently far away, it gained 
in intensity and volume until it filled the air, and I looked for the 
singer just above my head. I finally traced the song to a Townsend 
solitaire that was seated on a dead tree about 150 yards away, 
pouring forth this volume of melody without leaving its perch. 
The singer came close enough later to make identification certain.

Osgood and Maddren saw one at Lake Lebarge, July 14th. 
Osgood took an adult at Miles Cation, July nth, another at the 
Semenow Hills, July 20th, a young one in the spotted plumage, 20 
miles below the Selwyn River, July 29th, and another young, 30 
miles above the White River, July 30th. I saw an adult near the 
Selwyn River, July 29th, and tpok a moulting adult near Sixty- 
mile Creek, August 1st. Mr. Cantwell found this species in the 
Yukon valley. (Bishop.)

Breeding Notes.—This bird breeds at Banff, Rocky Mountains. 
On June 9th, 1893, we found its nest and four eggs. The nest was 
built on a bank side, and we caught the bird as she flew off the 
nest. Other nests were taken at Banff, 1893, and these also were 
placed on the side of the bank. (IV. Raine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Fourteen; two taken at Banff, itd^ky Motmtah^s in May, 1891; 
one at Hector, B.C., Aug. 10th, i89offiye at Revelstoke, B.C., 
April, 1890; one at Spence’s BridgéTïtt-, June 4th, 1889; one at 
Penticton, B.C., April 9th, 1903; otie at Chilliwack, B.C., August 
nth, 1901; three at Fernie, B.C., April, 1904, all by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough.
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One set of four eggs taken on the mountain side, north side of
Yellowhead Lake, Yellowhead Pass, B.C., alt. 6,000 feet, July 13, 
1898, by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

OCICHLA

755. Wood Thrush.

Baird. 1864.

Hylocichla mustelina (Gmel.) Ridgw. 1880. _ 
Accidental visitant at Montreal. This thrush is said to occur 

in the Eastern Townships, but I have never met with it in this 
district yet. Have seen one specimen taken at Roxton Falls, 
Que. ( Wintle.) A rare summer resident around Ottawa.^ (Ottawa 
Naturalist, Vol. V.) I have seen a few of these birds in Letfâs Co., 
Ont.' but they are not common. A few breed as I have diet with' 
a nest from which the young had flown, that evidently belonged 
to this species; and another on a limb of a hemlock about eight 
feet from the ground in Frontenac Co., in June, 1902. (Rev. C. 
J. Young.)- I have One taken at Emsdale, Parry Sound district, on 
May 17th, 1897; in September, i8nS n«or narm>1'' 'nf T 
Joseph, I came across a flock feedin1

in the flock. * Dr. Brodie saysseventeen and there were more
they were common in June at Port Sydney, Muskoka. (/. H.
Fleming.){ Common during migrations ; breeds in limited num­
bers at Guelph, Ont. Arrives about May 10U1 and leaves about 
September nth. (A. B. Klugh.) A common resident and breed, 
ing at Penetanguishene, Ont., I once found a nest in a hardwood, 
undergrowth, placed in the forks of a beech about seven feeÇ 
from the ground. (A. F. Young.)

MUSEtJM SPECIMENS.

Two; one purchased with the Holman collection in 1885, and 
one taken by Mr. S. Herring at Toronto in 1889.

One set of three eggs taken at Bryanstown, Middlesex Co., 
Ont., June nth, 1884, by Mr. Robert Elliott.

756. Wilson’s Thrush. *- '
Hylocichlafuscescens (Steph.) Ridgw. 1880.

A summer migrant in Newfoundland. (Reeks.) One seen 
September 14th, 1899, on the Humber River, Newfoundland. 
(Louis H. Porter.) Not "very common in Nov^ Scotia; seen only
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inland; breed? at Stewiacke. {Downs.) Rare in woods at Brack- 
ley Point, Prince Edward Island, July 4th, 1888; also on Cape 
Breton Island in 1898. (Macoun.) A suçimer tesiden^in the 
neighbourhood of St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain.) SA tolerably 
common sunrm^ resident along the St. John River, Scotch Lake, 
York Co., N.B. {W. H.Moore.) Common summer resident on 
the Magdalen Islands. {Bishop.) One pair breeding at Ellis 
Bay, Anticosti, July 24th. {Brewster.)

Common summer resident at Montreal; breeds in Mount Royalt 
park; nests witlVeggs found from May 31st to June 27th. {IVintle.) 
This’is a common summer resident in eastern Quebec. Taken at 
Beauport. {Dtonne.) A common summer resident around Ottawa. 
{Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) A very common bird, breeding in 
numbegs in eas,te,rn Ontario. ^ {Rev. C. J. Young.) An abundant 
summer resident in Parry Sound and Muskoka districts. (/. H- 
Fleming.) Not uncommon in Algonquin Park*Ont., in summer of 
1900. {Spreadborough.) Very common summer resident at Guelph, 
Ont. Arrives about May 8th, leaves about September 10th. 
(A.B.Klugh.) Summer resident and breeding at Penetanguishène, 
Ont. {A. F. Young.)

Unlike the other species of this genus this form does not appear 
to extend westward beyond the valley of Red River; at any rate 
it was only observed in the vicinity of Pembingf. Here it was 
found breeding in abundance during the month of June. A nest 
was found on the 9th June, containing four fresh eggs of a uniform 
bluish-green colour. It was placed upon â small hqpp of decayed 
leaves which had been caught on the footstalks of a bush a few 
inches from the ground, and composed of weed-stems, grasses 
and fibrous bark-strips, woven together, and mixed with withered 
lçaves. The walls were thick, giving a bulky, irregular, and rather 
slovenly appearance. {Coues.)> An abundantisummer resident 
of thickets in Manitoba. '{Thompson-Seton.) A tolerably common 
breeding summer resident at Aweme, Manitoba ; arrives about 
May 15th and leaves about the 1st of September. {Norman 

riddle.)
Breeding Notes.—Breeds in numbers in woods ariund Ottawa. 

The nest is made of dried leaves mixed with gras^bark or 
branches, and is placed near a tree on a bed of leajks, in a low 
bush or sometimes on a stump. Four eggs are usually laid in

- 19^ . , . ’ *
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May or June. (Gameau.) Nest on the grouncLor in a low btisb, 
composed of withered leaves, grass stems, we«l s^lks, apd bark 
strips, compactly woven inside but with no special lining. Eggs 
4 or 5> greenish-blue witH no markings. (G. R. White.) The nest 
is placed on or near the groynd, in bushes, at Scotch Lake, York 
Co., N.B., and is composed of grasses, Reaves, etc., lined with 
rootlets. Eggs, 3 or 4.' (W. H. Moore.)

* MUSEUM SPBCU^NS. <

Three; all taken at Ottawa, two by the writer in May, 1888, and 
one by Dr. F. A. Saunders May 23rd, 1890.

One set of three eggs taken at Ottawa by Dr. James Fletcher.

756a. Willow Thrush. t

Hyloctchla/uscescens salicicola Ridgw. 1882.

Only one specimen known, taken by myself at Ottawa, Sept. 
19th, 1898. It seems probable that this bird may be regularly 
taken in Ontario from Sept, ist tp 25th as it appears to have a 
breeding ground to the north of us, hut has been overlooked in 
the past on account pf its similarity to Wilson’s thrush. (W. E. 
Saunders.) The characteristic “ veery " call-note and song were 
heard several times, and the singer was sepn once as we floated 
down Red River between Winnipeg and WesiSelkirk, June 14th. 
None were taken but specimens from the region seem referable 
to the wes'terrç form. (E. A. Preble.)

This species seems to be a spring migrant atlndian Head.Assa.; 
it wa^ first observed May 19th, 1892, and soon became common 
but disappeared about the end of May ; this was a common 
species at Old Wives’ Creek, Assa., and wherever there was brush 
at Wood Mountain and west to Frenchman’s River and the ravines 
in the southern p?rt of the Cypress Hills ; common along Milk 
River, St. Mary’s River and Lee’s Creek, Cardston, Alberta; com­
mon on the International Boundary between Trail and Cascade, 
B.C., in the summer of 1902, found a nest on June 14th in a low 
bush not more than two feet from ground, made of dry grass, 
weeds and dirt, lined with fine |lry grass; two eggs were quite 
fresh ; at Crane ‘Lake, Assa., June nth, 1894, this species was 
common along Skull Creek where a number of nests were taken; 
it was also common in the east end of the Cypress Hills, among

( , '
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the brush along the sources of Swift Current Creek; only one pair
seen at Banff in the summer of 1891; quite common at<Revelstcrtce, 
B.C. on May 30th, 1890, in a day or two they became scarce; first 
seen at Edmonton, Alta., May nth, 1897, June ilth, found a nest 
on the ground, containing two eggs; nest cdfnposed of wepds, 
leaves, and dirt, lined with dry grass, eggs blue; common from 
L*esser Slave River to Peace River Landing, Lat. 56e 15' in June 
1903; observed from Edmonton to Athabasca Pass, in June, 1898. 
( Spreadborough. ) *

This bird makes its appearance on the banks of the Saskatche­
wan in the month of May, but whether it breeds there or goes 
further northern unable to say. (Richardson.) Not uncommon 
around Prince Albert, Sask.; I once found its nest with four unspot­
ted blue eggs. (Coubeaux.) Common in the interior. (Streator.) 
Common east of the Coast Range; a summer resident! (Fannin.) 
In all visited localities of the interior; breeding at Lac la Hache, 
B.C. This extends Mr. Streator’s nesting record of the species 
150 miles further north. (Rhoat4.)iMUSEUlvP SPECIMENS.

Nine ; two taken at Indian Head, Assa., May, 1892 ; six at
MUSEUl

Edmonton, Alta., in.June, 1897; one at Revelstoke, B.C., May 31st, 
1890, all by Mr. Spreadborough.

Three sets of eggs; two sets of four each taken at Edmonton, 
Alta., on June 14th, 1898, and May 31st, 1897; one set of three 
eggs taken at Crane Lake, Assa, June 6th, 1894, all by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough.

767. Gray-cheeked Thrush.
Hylocichla aliciœ (Baird) Ridgw. 1880.

Apparently common on the northeastern coast of Labrador as 
far north as Aillik. (Bigelow.) Rare in Ungava. Common in , 
southeastern and southern portions of Labrador. Breeds when­
ever found in summer. Nest and eggs procured at Fort Chimo, I 
June 28th, 1884. (Packard?) One specimen obtained in June, 
1845, at^Amarglik, near Godthaab, Greenland, and named Turdus 
minor by Professor Reinhart, is referred to this species as Mr. 
Turner finds this species to extend furthest north in Labrador. 
(Macoun.) One taken and others seen on the Magdalen Islands. 
(Bishop.) _ Taken at Fort Churchill, Hudson Bay. (Wright.)
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I have not shot a specimenlpf tly bird in the Montreal district 
yet, but have noticed som&'tiïrge thrushes which I have been 
unable to identify as 1 could not shoot them with my cane gun. 
( Wintle.) Not met with until we reached York Factory, where a 
female and two young just from the nest were taken in a dense 
willow thicket, July 13th. The young birds may be described as 
follows: Back and head dark olive-brown, each feather tipped 
with dusky and with a longitudinal spot of brown; rump and 
upper tail qoverts, brownish spotted with rusty; lower parts white, 
slightly tinged on breast and sides with buffy, each feather tipped 
with a dusky bar, those on breast heavily marked, the marking 
decreasing in size posteriorly; throat almost unmarked; cheeks 
grayish, spotted with dusky; wings and tail olive-brown, the wing 
quills lighter on outer edges. I again met with the species, July 
25th at Fort Churchill, where I saw several in stunted spruce 
woods. (E. A. Preblel) Migrant at Carberry, Manitoba; and 
reported common at Winnipeg by Hine. (Thompson-Selon.) Com­
mon at Aweme, Manitoba, as a migrant. (Norman Criddle.) One 
specimen bf this species was secured at\ Indian Head, Assa., on 
May 23rd, 1892; there may have been many others, but all' were 
believed to be Wilson’s thrush, which was common at the time. 
Taken at Old Wives’ Creek, Assa., May 30th, 1895. (Spread- 
borough.)

North to Yukon River; only found west of Rocky Moun­
tains. (Ross.) This thrush is very abundant in the Anderson 
River region, not only wherever trees are to be had for nesting 
purposes, but also in situations where none exist. More than 200 
specimens were taken at Fort Anderson and sent to the Smith­
sonian Institution. The greatest number was built on trees or in 
the usytal manner, but soparywew of them were placed on the 
ground. «One nest was a^ot liken on the banks of the Wilmot- 
Hortofr River. (Macfarlane) This species is common through­
out all the northern portion of Alaska wherever billow and alder 
thickets afford it shelter. (Nelson.) This species is not common 
at St. Michael, and very likely breeds there but I never found 
their eggs. (Turner.) An adult male found dead on the ice near 

> Point Tangent, Alaska, May 27th, 1898, and a male secured, June 
10th, 1898, at Point Barrow. (Witmer Stone.) One adult specimen 
was taken at Sheep Creek, Kenai peninsula, Alaska, July 5th, 
1901. (Chapman.) ^This thrush was a common summer resident
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frqm Cape Blossom eastward to the head of Kowak River, Kotze­
bue Sound, Alaska. (Grinnell.)
• I !

Breeding Notes.—I have nests with sets taken in the Mac­
kenzie delta by the Rev. I. O. Stringer and Mr. Young. Mr. 
Stringer found a nest with three eggs, 60 miles north of Point 
Separation, Mackenzie River, on June 12th, 1896. This nestwas in 
a birch tree two feet from the ground. The nest is a deep cup­
shaped structure of dry grass ariti mud. I have another nest and 
eggs that was built three feet from the ground in a willow grow­
ing on tfye banks of Peel River. This was taken June 23rd, 1898. 
Another nest and three eggs were found by Mr. Stringer at the 
terminus of the Cariboo Hills, Mackenzie delta, June 15th, 1897. 
(W.Xaine.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.
' >

Two; taken at Old Wives’ Creek, Assa., in May, 1895, by Mr. 
W. Spreadborough.

One set of three eggs taken at Whale River, James Bay, in June, 
1896, by Mr. George Bouchier. ,

757a. Bicknell’s Thrush.
Hylocichlq alicice bicknelli Ridgw. 1882.

One specimen only known to be taken, by Mr. Robert Elliott, 
Bryanston, Ont., September 19th, 1898. (IV. E. Saunders.)

758. Russet-backed Thrush.
Hylocichla ustulata (Nutt.) Ridgw. 1880.

Abundant at Agassiz, B.C., after May 10th, 1889; very common 
at Spence’s Bridge and Kamloops, B.C., breeding in bushes along 
the Thompson River; common at Chilliwack and along the river 
to the head of Chilliwack Lake; only one observed at Huntington 
on the International Boundary in the autumn of 1901; first seen 
at Victoria, Vancouver Island, May 5th, 1893, and common by the 
12th ; an abundant summer résident, found at Nanaimo, Comox, 
Sooke and Stubb’s Island in September. (Spreadborough) At 
present this bird is known only from the coast of the southeastern 
portion of the territory where Bischoff obtained several speci­
mens, in the vicinity of Sitka. (Nelson.) Tolerably common along 
Indian River, Sitka, Alaska, and on some of the small islands in

0
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the bay. ' No young were obtained but they certainly breed.
(Grinnell.) Abundant summer visitant at Chilliwàck. {Brooks) 
Very common in the coast region ; breeds. (Streator) A^om-' 
mon summer resident west of the Coast Range; I have found it as 
far north as Dease Lake in Cassiar. (Fannin[) Abundant in British 
Columbia, coastwise. „ {Rhoads) Commoh on Queen Charlotte 
Islands, B.C. Eight specimens were taken mvarietis parts of the 
islands. It was very abundant at Clew on the north side of Cum. 
shewa Inlet, but was not seen at all at our camp at the head of 
the inlet where we found H. a. verecunda. {Os&ood)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Eighteen; two taken at Agassiz, B.C., May, 1889; five at Chilli­
wack, B.C., June, 1901; one at Hastings, B.C., April 16th, 1889, 
one at Huntington, B.C., September 24th, 1901, eight at Victoria, 
Vancouver Island, and one at Comox, Vancouver Island , May, 
1893, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough. (

A series of five eggs takenxm Vancouver Island by the Rev. 
George Taylor/ j *

« J \
758a. Olive-backed Thrush.

Hylocichla ustulata swainsonii (Cab.) RiDGW. 1880.
• J

Specimens were obtained, June 13th and in July, i860, at Rupert 
House by Drexler. {Packard) Common on the Moose River ; 
and observed as far north as Fort George, James Bay, tn June, 
1896. {Spreadborough) A tolerably common summer migrant in 
Newfoundland. {Reeks) Not as common as the hermit thrush at 
Halifax, N.S. {Downs) Taken at Cove Head Road, Prince Ed­
ward Island, July 5th, 1888; at numerous points on Cape Breton 
Island, 1898.{Macoun) Very abundant on Prince Edward Island, 
almost equalling in numbers the hermit thrush. {Dwight) A 
summer resident, breeding in abundance at St. John, N.B. {Cham­
berlain) Breeds on the Magdalen Islands, but is not common. 
{Bishop) Generally distributed but not so cqmmon in the Gulf 
of St Lawrence as in northern New England. {Brewster) A 
scarce and transient visitant at Montreal. I have observed only 
three examples of this thrush on the island of Montreal. I be­
lieve M-r. Dunlop found a nest with eggs of this species, a number 
of years ago, on the island of Montreal. {Wifitle) This species 
is common enough in eastern Quebec in summer. {Dionne)
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A rare summer migrant at Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) 

I have only noticed this bird onfe in eastern Ontario. I picked 
up a dead bird by the roadside near Lansdowne about the end of 
April, 1898. (Rev. C.J. Young.) A common summer resident in 

• Parry Sound and Muskoka districts'. (J. H. Fleming.) Abundant, 
everywhere in Algonquin Park, Ont., in the summer of 1900. 
(Spreadborou&h.) A passing migrant at Guelph, Ont. (A.B.'Klugh.) 
The song of this species waS heard at Bull Head Point, Lake 
Winnipeg, on the morning of June 16th. The birds were rather 
common at Norway House, and were seen or heard daily between 
there and Oxford House. They were common at Oxford House 
and a specimen was taken at that point; while descending the 
streams between Oxford House and York Factory we found them 
abundant; every wooded islet in the lakes seemed to be the home 
of a pair, and wherever we camped we heard their songs, which 
began soon after midnight ; a nest found in a bush overhanging 
Jack River, between Knee and Swampy lakes, July 6th, contained 
eggs on the point of hatching. At York Factory, where we took 
two specimens, the species was apparently less abundant, and 
beyond that point we did not meet with it. Baird recorded a 
specimen collected at Moose Factory in July, i860, by Drexler. 
(E. A. Preble.) After giving a number of references regarding 
the occurrence of this bird in Manitoba, Mr. Thompson-Seton 
says he is disposed to question them all. Yet he speaks of its 
occurrence at Carberry, Manitoba, and apparently breeding; while 
not giving an opinion I may say that both this form and the gray- 

.cheeked thrush were taken in the spring of 1892 at Indian Head, 
Assa.; first seen on May i6^h, 1894, at Medicine Hat, Assa.,; the 
next day they were abundant fcnd in a day or two there were orfly 
a few stragglers left, a few remained to breed as they were seen 
later; a few were observed at Old Wives’ Creek, Assa., in the latter 
part of May, 1895 ! abundant from the mouth of Lesser Slave 
River to Peace River Landing, June, 1903; first seen at Edmonton, 
Alta., May 8thyi897; afterwards it became common and nests and 
eggs were taken; common from Edmonton to the Athabasca Pass, 
in June, 1898; common in the foothills south of Calgary to Crow’s 
Nest Pass ; this was a common summer resident at Banff, Rocky 
Mountains, in 1891 ; a few seen at Deer Park, Columbia River, 
and breeding in numbers at Robson late in June, 1890; first seen at 
Elko, B.C., May 14th, 1904; common by thé21st. (Spreadborough.)
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Not uncommon at Prince Albert, Sask.; breeding in the vicinity.
(Coubeaux.) One specimen secured at Grand Rapids of the Sas­
katchewan. {Nutting.) This thrush arrives on thd^banks of the 
Saskatchewan in May and during Jhe summer haunts the alder 
thickets and dens£ willow gropes that skirt the marshes. {Rich­
ardson.) North to Lapierre’s House, on the Mackenzie River; 
abundant. {Ross.) A common breeding bird from Clinton, B.C., 
to Quesnel. {Brooks.) Southern mainland, east of Coast Range, 
B.C. {Fannin.) A female and young male in nesting plumage 
were shot at Nelson, B.C., where they were fairly abundant- 
{Rhoads.) On the coast of Behring Sea, where the grey-cheeked 
thrush is abundant, this species is very rare or does not occur at 
all. In the interior, however, it appears to increase in numbers as 
the distance from the sea-coast increases. {Nelson.) A single 
specimen was obtained from Fort Yukon, Alaska; it is appar­
ently not common in any district of Alaska. {Turner.)

Bbeedjng Notes.—At Edmonton, Alta., on May 31st, 1897,1 
found what I took to be an olive-back’s nest. It was built upon 
the top of a willow stump that h^d been chopped off about six­
teen inches from the ground. I saw the bird leave the nest and 
tried to get a shot, but she was too wary. I shot a male near the 
nest at the time. The nest was composed of weeds lined with 
dry grass, eggs four, blue and quite fresh. June nth found an­
other nest and four eggs in the fork of a willow about four feet 
from the ground; nest composed of weeds and dirt, lined with dry 
grass; eggs light-blue with brownish spots. {Spreadborough.) At 
Lake Nominingue, about 100 miles north of Ottawa, this thrush , 
takes the place of Wilson's thrush. On July 1st, 1901, a nest with 
two young birds was found in a maple tree, six feet from the 
ground. It was made of grass and green moss and lined with 
dry leaves and rootlets ; nest 4x3 and 2'6o x 2. (Gameau.) A 
nest found June 16th, 1902, at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B., had 
four fresh eggs. Nest composed Of twigs and moss, lined with 
skeleton leaves, 30 feet up in a tall spruce, and pight feet out on 
the limb. {IV. H. Moore.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Eight ; one at Medicine Hat, Assa., May, 17th, 1894, one at 
Peace River Landing, June 18th, 1903, three at Edmonton, Alta., 
May, 1897, and three at Elko, in May, 1904, all by Mr. W. Spread- 
borough,
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Three sets of eggs; one of four taken on the upper Hamilton 
River, Ungava, July 3rd, 1894, by Mr. A. P. Low ; one of four 
taken at Edmonton, Alta., June nth, 1897, and one of two taken 
at Trail, B.C., June 14th, 1902, by Mr. W. Spreadborough

758e. Alma’s Thrush. _

Hylocichla ustulatà^lmœ Oberholser. 1898.
Rocky Mountain region of >be' United States. (Cbtrholser.) 

This is the common thrush of the Yukon basin, occuring every­
where from Log Cabin to Circle, perhaps in largest numbers at 
Caribou Crossing and Lake Marsh. Fifteen miles above Fort 
Yukon I took one and saw others, August 21st. We saw many 
nests, usually 6 to 10 feet from the ground ie thick growths of 
young spruces, but none contained eggs. A nest containing four 
yiung just hatched, which I found at Caribou Crossing, June 25th, 
yjBs about eight feet from the ground in a thicket oLsmall spruces. 
The nest resembled that^of H. u. swainsotti. At Miles Cafion 
July nth, we saw young able to fly. Osgood took young in 
spotted plumage, July 31st, but those taken August 20th had 
assumed first winter plumage. They were usually silent by day, 
but sang frequently during the short nights. At Caribou Cross­
ing, the last day of June, their song could be heard constantly 
from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m.,one taking up the strain as another stopped. 
The song is much superior to that of Hylocichla aonalaschikœ and 
almost equal to that of H. fuscesccns. It has whispered notes like 
that of H. mustelinus. By the middle of July the song season was 
practically over though, we heard one of the birds singing, July 
23rd. When, the nights became really dark in August, I often 
heard the call-note of this bird near our camp between 2 and 3 
a.m. (Bishop.) An adult male from Sheep Creek, Kenai penin­
sula, July 5th, 1901, extends the breeding range of this form. 
Several seen on Kenai during the summer. A nest containing two 
fresh eggs was found the latter part of June. (Chapman)

759. Alaska Hermit Thrusttiy
• «

Hylocichla guttata (Pallas) Brewster. 1902.
Occasionally seen in the thick brush at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, 

in April, 1889; seen on nearly all the mountains at an altitude of 
5,000 feet at Chilliwack Lake, B.C., in July, 1901; first seen on
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April 21st, 1893, at Victoria, Vancouver Island? after this date they 
became common, but most of them left early in May. Some reside 
all year, as I saw them in January, 1890. (Épreadborough.) British 
Columbia. (Lord.) Found only during xj?e autumn migration, 
and then in the coast region. (Streator.) Wesf oijhe coast region; 
near the coast. (Fannin.) Summer resident on'mountain tops 
near Chilliwack. (Brooks.) On the coast of British Columbia in 
migrations. Probably breeds in the Coast Range andlhountains 
of Vancouver Island. I was surprised to again meet with this 
species at Field, where I saw many and secured three birds. One 
of these in spotted nesting plumage proves that the summer 
habitat of the dwarf thrush is far more extended than formerly 
supposed. (Rhoads) Not uncommon at Vancouver City, Lulu 
Island and Sea Island, B.C., in the spring of 1894. (E.Fi~G+Hhite.)

Very common everywhere at Sitka, Alaska, especially onVhe 
small wooded islands; at low tide they were frequently to be sëen 
feeding among the kelp and rockweed along the shore. (Grinnell) 
Specimens of this bird are in the National Museum collection 
from various points along the timbered coast of southeastern 
Alaska, including Cook’s Inlet, Sitka, Kadiak and Chugatchik 
Bay. (Nelson.) Rather rare on Queen Charlotte Islands. Two 
adult females were taken at the head of Cumshewa Inlet, and one 
male on Prévost Island, June, 1900. (Osgood.) Mr. Osgood seg­
regates a new form out of this species to which he gives the sub­
specific name verecunda. If this name holds good it will apply to 
all British Columbian coast records. (Macoun.) Two male birds 
in fresh fall plumage were taken at Hope^Cook’s Inlet, August 
26th and 29th respectively; these are very olivaceous on the upper 
parts and agree with a bird taken at Circle City, Alaska, August 
18th, 1899. [The above specimqps are considered verecunda by 
Mr. Osgood.] Two specimens were taken at Hope and Tyonek, 
Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, September 7th and 14th respectively. These 
are in fresh fall plumage and are somewhat more olivaceous than 
fall birds from Kadiak. (Osgood.) Mr. Osgdod considers the 
latter true aonalaschkce and cites Kadiak Island as the home of 
the type. (Macoun)

We heard several singing at Skagway, and Osgood took one at 
Haines, June 2nd, 1899. At Glacier they were tojerably common, 
and we secured several, but they were very shy, keeping in the 
thickets during the day and singing several hours in the evening
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from the topmost spray of some spruce well up on the mountain 
side. Several thrushes’ nests in small spruces six to eight feet 
from the ground were empty, for which condition the abundant 
red squirrels were probably responsible. At Log Cabin and Ben- 
net we heard a few singing and at Caribou Crossing, B.C. (Lat. 
6o°) OsgoW took one, June 27th. (Bishop.)

' i )
• - MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Two; one taken at Hastings, B.C., in April, 1889; and one at 
Victoria, Vancouver Island, April 27th, 1893, both by Mr. W. 
Spreadborough.

759a. Audubon’s Hermit Thrush.
*r Hylocichla guttata auduboni (Baird) Brewster. 1902.

This species was not observed during the survey until the close 
of the second season, when specimens were taken in the Rocky 
Mountains near Chief Mountain Lake, under circumstances that 
left no doubt of its breeding in the vicinity. (Coues.) Common 
summer resident in thick woods on Sophie Mountain at an altitude 
of 4,400 feet, on the International Boundary, B.C., in 1902; in 
July, 1897, this form was found in the Rocky Mountains, south of 
Calgary; and in August in Crow’s Nest Bass; rather rare at Elko, 
B.C., in May, 1904. (Spreadborough)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven; one taken at Edmonton, Alta., May 6th, 1897; onc at 
Banff, Rocky Mountains, June 18th, 1891; one at Canmore, Rocky 

1 Mountains, May 28th, 1891; one at Toad Mountain, near Nelson, 
B.C..July 15th, 1890; two at Cascade, B.C., July 15th, 1902, and 
one at Elko, B.C., May 10th, 1904, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

7696. Hermit Thrush.
Hylocichla guttata pallasii (Cab.) Faxon & Allen. 1900. 

Observed only twice, July 4th and 24th, 1896, both times in the 
interior of the peninsula of Labrador; rare. ,(Spreadborough.) 
A male taken at Chateau Bay, eastern Labrador, July 14th, 1891. 
(Norton.) A common visitor in Newfoundland. (Reeksù An 
abundant summer resident at Halifax, N.S. (Downs.) X)ne 
individual was seen after a gale on October 23rd, 1902, on Sable 
Island, N.S. (James Bouteillier) Apparently common in woods

1
\ *
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at Brackley Point, Prince Edward Island, July, 1888; not rare on 
Cape Breton Island, 1898. (Macoun.) Breeds abundantly about 
St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain.) Breeding abundantly at Scotch 
Lake, York Co., N.B. (IV. H. Moore.) Observed everywhere in 
the Restigouche valley, N.B. (Brittain & Cox.) Slightly more 
abundant than the olive-back-ed thrush on Prince Edward Island. 
(Dwight.) , 1

Common; breeding on most of the Magdalen Islands. (Bishop.) 
On Anticosti and everywhere 011 the north shore of the St. Law­
rence this is an abundant species. (Brewster.) Not rare at Lake 
Mistassini, Que. ; breeding in June, 1885. (/. M. Macoun)
Common summer resident on Montreal Island. Breeds in the 
city of Montreal and in Mount Royal park. This is the most 
common thrush here. Found a nest of this thrush on a grassy 
bank in a small wood at St. Bruno, containing four incubated eggs, 
May 24th, 1885. (Wintle) Common in certain places in eastern 
Quebec in summer. (Dionne.)

A common summer resident around Ottawa.' (OttawaNaturalist, 
Vol. V.) I heard this bird frequently onTthe Magdalen Islands. 
Have found it breeding near Lansdowne, Ont., as well as on 
Wolfe Island, near Kingston, Ont. (Rev. \p. J. Young.) A 
common summer resident jn Parry Sound and Muskoka districts. 
I took a nest on May 17th, 1897, which was built among de<ad 
leaves at the base of a dead ironwood sapling, and contained 
four eggs. (/. H. Fleming.) A passing migrant at Guelph, Ont. 
(A. B. Klugh)

A common summer resident of woodlands in Manitoba. 
(Thompson-Seton.) First seen at Medicine Hat, Assa., May nth, 
1894, and last seen on the 15th, a rare migrant; a common sum­
mer resident at Banff, Rocky Mountains in 1891 ; observed a few in 
thick woods near White Mud River, Lat. 56° 30', in June,*1903; 
first seen at Edmonton, Alta., May 3rd, 1897, last seen May 10th, 
all were migrants; one shot in Eagle Pass, west of Revelstoke, 
B.C., May 9th, 1^90. (Spreadborough.) North to Fort Simpson 
on the Mackenzie River. (Ross.) Abundant at the Grand.Rapids 
of the Saskatchewan. (Nutting.) First noted between Edmon­
ton and Athabasca Landing, May 22nd, 1888; common between 
that place and Lesser Slave River; very common down the Atha­
basca to Fort McMurray, Lat. 56" 40'; common up the Clearwater

f
/

1



CATALOGUE OF CANADIAN BIRDS.

River and on Methye Portage and by Methye Lake to Isle à la 
Crosse. (/. M. Macoun.)

That pallasii and not auduboni breeds in the region around Lake 
La Hache, B.C., is attested by the skins in the collection. At least 
two points are established by skins in the collection—1st, the 
breeding of aonalaschkae in the Rocky Mountains-of British Col­
umbia; 2nd, the breeding of pallasii west of the Rockies and south 
of the 52nd parallel. (Rhoads.)- This was the form of hermit 
thrush occurring at Quesnel in northern British Columbia. A 
skin from 158-Mile House seems closer to the typical form. 
(Brooks.) About 15 miles below Little Salmon River, Yukon dis­
trict, July 22nd, we secured a pair whose nest, containing four 
well-grown young, Osgood had found the evening before. Far 
from selecting the secluded nesting site usual with this species, 
this pair had placed their nest between two small bunches of 
flowers on an open hillside, just above a small piece of burnt 
poplar woodland, and exposed to the full glare of the sun. 
(Bishop.) N.

Breeding Notes.—Breeds from May to July at Scotch Lake, 
N.B. The nest is placed on or near the ground and is composed 
of lqpves, grass, bark and roots. Eggs three. (W. H. Moore.) A 
nest found on Kettle Island in the Ottawa River near Ottawa 
was built or\ the ground in a low shady spot. It was built of 
withered leaves, weed stalks and bark strips, lined with fine grass; 
eggs four, of a uniform greenish blue colour. (G. R. White.) I 
have notic/d many individuals in the township of Clarendon in 
North Frontenac, Ont., during the past season (1903) and have 
seen eggs that were taken near Trout Lake in a spruce and »edar 
swamp. The eggs are lighter in colour and somewhat larger than 
those of Wilson's thrush, and are readily distinguished by tl;e 
practised eye. (Rev. C.J. Young.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven; one purchased with the HoTman collection in>1885; five 
taken at Ottawa in April, 1890, by Dr. F. A. Saunders; one at Lon-' 
don, Ont., September, 22nd, 1886, by Mr. W. E. Saunders.

S

One set of four eggs taken in North Renfrew, Ont., June 5th 
1889, by Rev. C. J.

V - \ •
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CCLVII TURDU8. Linnacus. 1758.
760. Red-winged Thrush.

Turdus Uiacus Linn. 1758. ‘ . -e
One £ent to DÎ^Paulsen in 1845, and another shot it Fred- 

erikshaab, Greenland, October 36th, 1845. (Arct.Man.)
CCLVIII. MERULA I^each. 1816.

761. An[

Merula migratoria (Linn.jSwains. 1827.
An adult male shot near Kornuk in the Godthaab Fjord, Green­

land, in 1865. (Arct. Man.) Locally common on the northeastern • 
coast of Labrador. Large flocks seen at Port Manvers on Septem­
ber 6th, apparently from the north. {Bigelow) Abundant through­
out the country. Breeding plentifully at Fort Chimo, Ungava. 
{Packard.) Common throughout the whole trip from Moose 
Factory to Fort Chimo, Ungava. (Spreadborough.) Two specimens, 
a male and a female were taken at Northwest River, Labrador, 
July 28th, 1891. {Norton.) A very common summer resident in 
Newfoundland. {Recks.) One seen August 31st, 1899, on the 
Humber River, Newfoundland ; said to be common. {Louis H. 
Porter.) Orre of the commonest birds in Nova Scotia. A few 
remain ajz winter. {Downs.) A single individual was seen on 
Sable Island, N.S., on March 28th, May 8th, and October 24th, 
1902. {James Bouteillicr.) Quite common d! Brackley Point, 
Prince Edward Island, 1888; common on Cape Breton Island, 1898. 
{Macoun.) Very abundant in the more open parts of Prince Ed­
ward Island. {Dwight.) Very abundant in New Brunswick. A 
fejv remaining all winter. (Chamberlain.) A common summer 
resident at Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B. {IV. H. Moore.) Very com­
mon in the Restigouche valley,N.B. {Brittain &• Cox) Abundant on 
the Magdalen Islands; breeding everywhere. {Bishop) Common 
everfohere on all the islands and shores of the Gulf of St. Law­
rence, but generally near habitations. {Brewster) Common at 
Lake Mistassini, Que. (/. M. Macoun) *

■; An abundant summer resident around Montreal,- Breeds in thtt 
city and in Mount Royal park. Nests with eggs found from May 
18th to July 24th. Usually observed here fl^om March 24th to 
November 8th. {Wintle) This is one of the most common birds 
fn eastern Quebec in summer. {Dionne.) An abundant summer
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resident around Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) Very com­
mon everywhere in eastern Ontario. (Rev. C.J. Young.) Common 
about the settlements in Parry Sound and Muskoka districts. A 
few have wintered at Gravenhurst. (/. H. Fleming.) Abundant 
in the Algonquin Park, Ont. Three nests in sight of the buildings 
at Gâche Lake, 1900. (Spreadborough.) Abundant in the vicinity 
of London, Ont. The crop of wild berries has much to do with 
the occasional notes of the occurrence of this species in winter; 
that a few winter in some years is certain. While they nest usually 
in trees, I found one on the projecting end of a rail of a snake- 
fence and hâve seen numbers on buildings ; and once saw one 
building a nest in a brush-heap. (W. E.Saunders.) An abundant 
summer resident at Guelph, Ont. Arrives about March 8th, and 
leaves about November 12th. (A. B. Klugh.) Found throughout 
the region traversed, but seldom seen elsewhere than in the 
vicinity of the posts, where, however, they were very common, 
Many old and young were seen at Fort Churchill during the latter 
part of July. On our return trip we noted the species on Hayes 
River, August 30th, Steel River, August 31st, Hill River, Sept#4th 
and between Oxford and Windy lakes, Sept. 12th. (E.A.Preble.) 
Common at York Factory, Hudson Bay. (Dr.R. Bell.) Fort Churc­
hill, Hudson Bay. (Wright.) ^

Fobnd uji abundance? at Pembina where it was breeding in the 
wooded river-bottom. In this latitude, the eggs are generally laid 
durihg the middle and latter part of June, and I scarcely think 
that more tharh one brood is reared annually. It extends from 
Pembina to fihe Rocky Mountains on the 49th parallel. (Coues.) 
A common (resident in half-open woçds and around dwellings 
throughout Manitoba. (Thompson-SefonTfo An abundant summer 
resident at A/weme, Manitoba; arrives about April 10th and leaves 
towards the end of October. (Norman Triddle.) An abundant sum­
mer resident at Indian Head, Assa., first seen April 13th, 1892, and 
became common by the 18th of the same month; first seen at Medi­
cine Hat, Assa., April nth, 1894, building by the 16th May, first 
eggs May 22nd; a common summer resident throughout the whole 
district of Medicine Hat,. Crane Lake, Swift Current Creek and 
the Cypress Hills; in 1895.this species was found scattered oVier 
the whole of southern Assiniboia and Alberta wherever there was 
brush; it is essentially a bird of civilization and is constantly 
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found in thé neighbourhood of trading posts and lonely settlers; 
a common summer resident at Banff, Rocky Mountains, replaced 
to the west by propinqua [?] (Macoun.) A very abundant summer 
visitor at Prince Albert, Sask.; breeding throughout the country. 
(Coubeaux.) Very abundant at Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan, 
though none were seen at Chemawawin. (Nutting.) Very abundant 
between Edmonton and Athabasca Landing; more plentiful at 
the latter place than anywhere else; only one pair seen between 
Athabasca Landing and Lesser Slave River; none down the Atha­
basca to Fort McMurray, there very common; none up the Clear- 
watef to Methye Portage, but common there; seen here and there 
where there are clearings from Methye Lake to Isle à la Crosse. 
(/. M. Macoun.) Quite common at Edmonton, Alta., first seen 
April 16th, by May 6th many were building nests and early in 
June eggs were hatched; common in-the foothills to the Inter­
national Boundary; quite common from the mouth of Lesser Slave 
River to Peace River Landing, Lat. 56° 15',An June, 1903 .{Spread- 
borough) This species appeared at CarltonTiouse on April 22nd, 
1827, iij Lat. 53°; the same season it reached Fort Chipweyan in 
Lat. 58)i° on May 7th and Fort Franklin in Lat. 6ç° on the 20th of 
the same month. Richardson.) North to Lapierre’s House, on 
the Mackenzie River; abundant. (Ross.) This is a common bird 
both at Fort Anderson and on the banks of the Swan and Wil- 
mot-Horton, rivers in the Barren Grounds. (Macfarlane.) Rare 

- migrant at Chilliwack. (Brooks.)
Tnrougljout the entire wooded portion of Alaska this bird is 

found more or less numerous during summer, and along the tree­
less coast of Behring Sea and Kotzebue Sound it appears merely 
as a straggler in the migrations. (Nelson.) This species is quite 
common at Fort Yukon, where it breeds. (Turner.) One indi­
vidual se^n on St. Paul Island, Alaska, in October, 1872. (Elliott.) 
The miners that we met at Hope and Sunrise, Cook’s Inlet, 
Alaska, reported that the “ regular eastern robin ” had often 
been seen there. VVe did^not observe it ourselves in the month 
of August, the time of our stay at these points. (Osgood.) Tol- 
erablvpommon at Haines and Skagway, but not at Glacier. At 
Hairifi I took a female and four well-incubated eggs, Jun^gnd. 
Robins were common at Log Cabin, June 15th, and were found 
regularly but in gradually decreasing numbers until August 1st, 
when the< last was noted near Sixty-mile Creek. A flock seen
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July 29th, showed that the Southern migration had commenced. 
We found an empty nesi-jo miles below Dawson and heard that 
the birds bred near Fort Yukon. Although robins were by no 
means common at Caribou Crossing, I found, on June 25th, 13 
empty nests, most of them evidently built that year and four 
empty nests of the Alma thrush, in a small patch o^spruces. The 
red squirrels which lived in a hollow tree near by probably knew 
of the location of most of these nests. Osgood took a well grown 
young robin here on June 26th. ' (Bishop,)

Breeding Notes.—This species nests at Scotclj Lake, N.B. 
from April to August.- Four broods have been hatched in one 
nest in one season. The nest always has earth in its composition 
and is lined wth-4eaves of grass; eggs three to five; I have known 
the birds to move tnfe eggs from one nesjf-to another when the 
first place had become too public. The period of incubation is 
ten or eleven days>4nd the young stay in the nest fourteen days. 
(IV. H. Moore)^Jvests are placed on stumps and fences, in sheds 
and around Btuldings and in trees almost from the ground to 50 
feet up in large trees. The nest is mkde of grass with a bed of 
mud and a lining of grass. Eggs taken at Ottawa in April, May, 
June and July. (Garneau.) ^Jest very bulky, composed of vege­
table matter, leaves, moss, stems and weeds, grass, hair and wool; 
inside is a neat cup of mud lined with fine vegetable matter; eggs 
five of a rich greenish blue colour. No markings or sppts. (G. R.

MUSEUM SPECIMENS. #
' 1

Eighteen; four taken ak Ottawa in April, 1888, by the writer ; 
two at Ottawa by Dr. F.vVYSaunders in September, 1891; one at 
Hamilton, Ont., by Mrjsjlcllwraith, on MaVch 3rd, 1887; ori£ at 
Indian Head, Assjj/April 19th, iSge^yhijee at Medicine Hat, 
Assa.,‘in May, 18^4; twb at EdmontonVAffa, April, 1897; two at 
Banff, Rocky Mountains in May, 1891, all by Mr. W. Spread- 
borough. Al$o an albino taken in 1891, at Billings Bridge, near 
Ottawa. zT

Five sets of eggs; one taken at Fort Chimo, Ungava, June 13th, 
1896, by Mr. E.'Bouchier; one set of four eggs taken on the 
Upper Hamilton River, Ungava, July 5th, 1894, by Mr.A. P. Low; 
two sets of four each taken at Edmonton, Alta., on June 4th and 
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12th, 1897, by Mr. W. Spreadbourgh; one set of four eggs taken 
at Ottawa, Ont., May 24th, 1898, by Mr. F. K. Whiteaves.

761a. Western Robin. z «

Merula migra torial/ropinqua Ridgw. 1880.
This form was first seerrat Banff, Rocky Mountains where it 

was in some numbers; at Revelstoke, B.C. it arrived on April 10th, 
1890, and soon became common; it bred in large numbers at, 
Revelstoke, Deer Park, and Robson on the Columbia River^ but 
curiously it *as very wild and difficult to shoot; common-on the 
International Boundary between Trail and Cascade in 1902 ; 
found a nest on a fence overhung with brush near Trail; abundant 
everywhere in the Okanagan valley, B.C., in April, 1903 ; abund­
ant in all parts of the interior of British Columbia, but especially 
so at Spence's Bridge ; builds a different nest from the eastern 
one; abundant at Chilliwack, Hastings, and Huntington in the 
Fraser River valley in 1901 ; a very abundant species in all parts 
of Vancouver Island, only partially migratory, many building by 
the middle of April. {Spreadborough)

British Columbia. {Lord.) Very common everywhere; breeds. 
{Streator) Abundant throughout the province ; partially migra­
tory; a number winter on Vancouver Island. {Fannin) Abundant 
resident at Chilliwack. {Brooks.) Uniformly abundant every whetefh 
British Columbia. {Rhoads.) A few adults were observed through­
out the summer among the more open parts three or four miles 
inland from Sitka, along-the Indian River. Several large flocks 
of juveniles appeared on July 25th and afterwards were common. 
{Grinned.) Common on the Queen Charlotte Islands. Its time 
of arrivait Massett, from 1891 to 1898, ranged from February 
29th to March 16th. {Osgood.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS. '»

Twenty-three; three taken at Revelstoke, B.C., in April, 1890 ; 
one at Robson, Columbia River, B.C., June, 26th, 1890 ; one at 
Trail,&.C., June 10th,1902; one at Penticton, B.C. .April 27th, 1903; 
two at Agassiz, B.C., May, 1889; two at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, 
B.C., April, 1889; five at Chilliwack, B.C , May, 1901;-six at Hunt­
ington, B.C., in October, 1901, and two at Victoria, Vancouver 
Island, in April, 1893, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.
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Three sets of eggs; two of'four each taken at Victoria, Van­
couver Island, in May, 1889, by Rev. George Taylor; one at Trail, 
B.C., of four eggs, taken June 5th, 1902, by Mr. W.Spreadborough.

CCLIX. IXOREUS Bonaparte. 1854.

763. Varied Thrush.
Ixoreus naviilt(Gmel.) Richmond, 1902.

This species reached Revelstoke, B.C., by April 9th, 1890; for 
a few days it was common in the thick woods, but soon left the, 
river bottom for the mountains; in June it was found on the 
mountains at Deer Park and was seen at Robson on June 24th at 
an altitude of 4,200 feet; observed a few near Rossland and on 
Sophie Mountain, B.C., along the International Boundary in 
1902; common in all the thick woods along the Elk River, B.C., 
above Elko, breeding, in May, 1904;-shot at Burrard Inlet, April 
8th, 1889, quite commonMn the woods at this time, but very retir­
ing, usually sings at night; one specimen seen at Chilliwack, June 
8th, 1901, after this date they were common' along Chilliwack 
River up to the lake, breeding in the mountain woods; abundant 
on Vancouver Island as a resident; they leave the low grounds 
about the middle of May and return about the middle bf Septem­
ber; breeding on Mount Benson, near Nanaimo, at an altitude of 
3,000 feet in July, 1893. (Spreadborough) This bird was dis­
covered at Nootka Sound on Capt. Cook’s third voyage. (Richard­
son.) British Columbi/. (Lord.) Very common at Seymour Creek, 
Stanley Park and Lulu Island, B.C. (E. F. G. White.) Common 
spring and fall migrant ; found breeding on Mount Lehmen. 
(Streator.) Common west of Coast Range; partly migratory. (Fan. 
nin.) Common resident at Chilliwack. (Brooks.) Abundant on the 
coast of British Columbia, but by no n\eans confined thereto, 
being found at high altitudes on all the mountains of the interior 
to the Rocky Mountain summits. (Rhoads) Tolerably common 
in the deeper woods at Sitka, Alaska; first young, scarcely feath­
ered, taken July 2nd. (Grinnell) Occasionally seen or heard, 
at Massett, Queen Charlotte Islaiids.* Seen at Massett by Rev. 
Mr. Keen. Not abundant at Cook’s Inlet, Alaska. Occasional 
individuals- were seen and heard. (Osgood.) Two specimens 
were noted at Homer, Kenai Peninsula, Alaska, on September, 
17th, 1901. (Chapman) The varied thrush proved to be an
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abundant summér resident of the Kowak valley, Kotzebue Sound, 
and was observed in every tract of spruces visited. In the fall of 
1898 it remained conlmon until the last of August. (Grinnell.) 
For a full account of the nesting habits of this species, see Pacific 

iCoast Fauna of the Cooper Ornithological Club for November 
14th, 1900. (Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Eighteen; five taken at Revelstoke, B.C., in April, 1890, one at 
Trail, B.C., June, nth, 1902, one at Hastings, Burrard Inlet, B.C., 
April 8th, 1889, six at Chilliwack, B.C., and four at Elko, B.C., 
in May, 1904, àll by Mr. W. Spreadborough.

763a. Northern Varied Thrush
\

Jxoreus tiavius meruloides (Swains.) Richmond. 1902.
One specimen was procured at Fort Franklin, Lat. 65^°, in 

May, 1826. It was the only one observed. (Richardson.) Accord­
ing to my own observations this bird is a regular and not rare 
summer resident in all congenial portions of northern Alaska, even 
within the Arctic Circle and undoubtedly extends its range as 
far north as the common robin. {Nelson.) One specimen of this 
specie^ was obtained at Fort Yukon, Alaska, September 4th, 
1876. It is not plentiful at any time. A second specimen was 
brought to me at St. Michael on May 27th, 1877, killed by a 
native. It is only a casual visitor to the co|st. (Turner.)

Breeding Notes.—I have a nest and four eggs that were taken 
by Rev. Mr. Stringer in the east channel of the Mackenzie River, 
40 miles from its mouth. The nest was found, June 5th, 1895, *n 
a spruce tree, 15 feet from the ground. The nest is made of 
goose grass and is six inches in diameter and three inches deep- 
The eggs are a paler blbe than a robin’s, and are spotted with 
brown. ( W. Raine.) 0 ■

CCLX. CYANECULA Brehm. 1828.

764. Red-spotted Bluethroat.
Cyanecula suecica (Linn.) Brehm. 1828.

On the 5th June, 1851, Dr. Adams found a flock of seven of 
these handsome birds feeding about some willows in the vicinity
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of St. Michael. They were very shy and he succeeded in obtain­
ing a single specimen. (Nelson.) I met with this species in the 
vicinity of Cape Blossom, Kotzebue Sound, Alaska, on July 3rd, 
1899. The- locally was the side of a ravine between two hills of 
the first range, about a mile back from the mission. This hillside 
was of a gentle slopey^and was clothed with thick patches of 
dwarf willows, one to two feet in height. That this species was 
breeding at Cape Blossom, I have no doubt, but time did not per­
mit as the Penelope arrived and I had to leave; I procured two 
specimens however. (Grinnell.)

CCLXI. SAXICOLA Bechstein. 1803.
7(>6. Wheatear.

Saxicola oenanthe (Linn.) Bechst. 1803.
During the Western Union Telegraph Expedition, Mr. Dali saw 

several large flocks of these birds near Nulato, on May 23rd and 
24th, 1868, and learned from the natives of their abundance upon 
the stony hill-tops back from the river. At St. Michael, Norton 
Sound, I found them to occur in spring and fall rather irregularly- 
They were not very rare, and the natives informed me that they 
were common upon the bare mountain tops in the interior, fre­
quenting the summer range of the reindeer. The wheatear 
was also found at Port Clarence; in Behring Strait, at the 
head of Kotzebue Sound, at Cape Lisburne, by Dr. Bean. 
(Nâteü\) This bird is very erratic in its occurrence in northern 
Afaska. Early in the spring migrations of 1882, we had these 

-thirds in,comparative abundance near the station for a few days, 
but none remained to breed, and in the season of 1883, though a 
careful lookout was kept for them, not one was noticed. Those 
seen appeared to be travelling towards the northeast. (Murdoch) 
Osgood saw two young wheatears at Circle City, Alaska, August 
19th, 1899 and secured’one. At the Aphoon mouth of the Yukon 
I shot one on August 27th, which fell into the river and was car- 

• ried away by the rapid current, but I saw the white rump plainly. 
(Bishop.)

766«. European Wheatear.
Saxicola oenanthe leucorhoce (Gmel.) Stejn. 1901.

One male bird procured at Disco, Greenland, August^ ith, 1891, 
and one on July 16th, 1892, by the Parry Relief Expedition.
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{IVi/mer Stone.) Nests near Nachvak, but I did not see the nest. 
Nests have been taken by the Hudson Bay officers. {Bigelow.) 
One of the commonest land birds on Disco Island, Greenland, 
and around Disco Bay, both on the islands and mainland. I 
showed specimens to Eskimo from Nugumente and Frobisher 
Straits, and they instantly recognized them and said they had 
bred there but not in plenty. (Kumlien.) Known to breed in 
Greenland from the time of Otho Fabricus, and according to 
Holboel, extending its range to Lat. 730 and even further. It 
strays also to the westward and was observed by James Ross, May 
2nd, 1830, in Felix Harbour, Lat. 70e, Long. 910 53'W., obtained 
on Shannon Island by the German expedition. {Arc/. Man.) 
Coues obtained a single individual of this species at Henley 
Harbour, Labrador, August 25th, i860. {Packard.) Breeds at 

. Ivigtut, Greenland. {Hagerup.) One shot by George Moses on 
Indian Island, N.B., 1879. (Chamberlain.) A female was taken 
at Beaumaris, Muskoka, Ont., on September 24th, 1896, by Mr. 
Tavernier. It was among titlarks. The bird was identified by 

j Mr. Ridgway and is the first record for Ontario. (/. H. Fleming.) 
I have before me three specimens of the wli^tear all of which 
were shot at God bout on the north shore of tfte St. Lawrence, 
near the point where the river widens into the gulXby Napoleon 
A. Comeau. Two others were seen, making five individuals noted 
within thirteen months. Mr. Comeau writes me that in the female 
shot on June 9th, 1885, with her mate, “ the eggs were pretty well 
developed." He adds, “I think there can be no question now 
about the bird breeding on our coast.” {Dr. Merriam in The Auk, 
Vol II., 305.) Since my notes recorded by Dr. Merriam, I have 
secured additional specimens which throw light on the occurrence 
of the species near Godbout. I shot a young male, September 
19th, 1885, and another specimen, November 9th, 1886. None 
were observed in 1887 or 1888. On September 5th, 1889, while 
visiting the Caribou Islands I saw five of these birds together but 
having no gun was unable to secure specimens. The next morn­
ing I saw one hopping around the door and was informed that «■a 
pair had been noticed several times during the month of August. 
{Naji A. Comeau in The Auk, Vol. VII., 294.) James Clark Ross 
recorded a specimen of cenanthe obtained at Felix Harbour, Gulf 
of Boothia, which is probably referable to the race recently re­
cognized by Stejneger. The British Museum catalogue records
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from Albany River an adult male cenanthe, collected by Barnston, 
which is also probably referable to the Greenland race. If, as is 
probable, this bird inhabits the country to the north of Hudson 
Bay, its most natural route of migration would seem to be along 
the borders of the bay, and it is not unlikely that it is a regular 
breeder about the northern shores. (E. A. Preble.)

MUSEUM SPECIMEN.

One specimen titlen in Hudson Strait by Dr. R. Bell in Julyi 
1885.

CCLXII. SIALIA Swainson. 1827.

766. Bluebird.

Sialia sialis (Linn.) Haldem. 1843.
An occasionally common summer migrait in Newfoundland. 

(Retks.) Uncommon in Nova Scotia, but seems to be commoner 
than formerly. (Downs.) Apparently very rare in the vicinity 
of St. John, N.B. (Chamberlain.) This species was common at 
Scotch Lake, York Co., N.B., up to about five years ago. Since 
then it has only, and rarely, been observed during spring and 
autumn migration. (IV. H. Moore.) '

An abundant summer resident on Montreal Island. Breeds in 
Mount Royal park. Nests with eggs found May 7th and 14th. 
( Wintle.) This bird is more or less common in eastern Quebec. 
Taken at Beauport. (Dionne.) A common summer resident 
around Ottawa. (Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. V.) Still common in 
eastern Ontario. Arriving this year (1901) third week in March. 
(Rev. C.J. Young.) Rare in Algonquin Park, Ont.; one pair nest­
ing at Gâche Lake in 1900. (Spreadborough.) Again becoming 
commoner in Parry Sound and Muskoka districts; formerly it was 
one of the common birds. (/. H. Fleming.) Passing over in con­
siderable numbers in the early days of March these beautiful and 
beneficial birds seem to think Toronto and its environs no longer 
a safe summer residence, though the reasons are not far to seek ; 
on reaching us in the spring those few that rest a while seem to 
find agreeable diet in the white grubs which are found in consid­
erable numbers in the flower heads of the sumach bushes ; from 
diligent enquiries made in the neighbourhood of Whitney, Ont., I
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concluded that these birds reach open spots in that district before 
there is much clear ground showing through the snow. ( J.Hughes- 
Samuel.) Formerly abundant, but the disastrous “ freeze ” which 
extinguished the orange industry in northern Florida in 1894-95» 
nearly annihilated these birds also, and in the first nine months 
of 1895, I saw but four specimens ; since then they have been 
increasing rapidly and are now familiar objects once more; they 
sometimes build in boxes and crevices around buildings, and a 
few sets of white eggs have been taken; one nest was found in a 
swallow’s hole in the river bank in May, 1899, by W. A. Balkwill. 
(W. E. Saunders.) A common summer resident at Guelph, Ont.; 
arrives about March 10th, and leaves about October 20th. (A. B. 
Klugh.) Very abundant at Penetanguishene, Ont., in the spring 
of 1903. (A. F. Young.) The U. S. National Museum collection 
contains a specimen taken at Moose Factory, James Bay in the 
summer of 1881, by Walton Haydon. (E. A. Preble.)

A rare summer resident in Manitoba; they breed about the large 
towns; since I wrote as above it is gratifying to note that this 
species instead of being very rate has become quite common 
(1892) in the country along the. Assiniboine, and nearly every 
grove of oak of any extent is found to have a pair making their 
home in it along with the purple martin. (Thompson-Seton.) A 
rare and breeding summer resident at Aweme, Manitoba. (Nor­
man Criddle.) >

Breeding Notes.—Nest built in a hole in a tree or fence 
post, composed of vegetable matter very loosely put together, 
lined with grass and a little hair; eggs four to five, pale blue; not 
marked. (G. R. White) This species breeds around Ottawa in 
April, May, June and July, in a hole in a tree, a stump, a fence, or 
a telegraph post; its nest is made of grass and feathers and contains . 
from three to six eggs. (Garneau.)

This species nests at Scotch Lake, N.B., in May and June ; the 
nest is built in hollow fence poles and this yeait(i902) one pair 
built in a box put up for them in a grove in a pasture ; five eggs 
were laid and incubated in 18 days. The young feathered out in 
14 days and were in the nest 20 days after hatching; 30 days later 
they had four more eggs and the female was sitting. (W. H. 
Moore.)
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MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Seven; two taken at Ottawa by Dr. F. A. Saunders in April 
1891; three at Ottawa in April, 1888, by tbe\ivriter, and two at 
Toronto in May, 1886, by Mr. S. Herring.

Four sets of eggs; one set of four taken in Clarke’s bush, 
Ottawa, May 19th, 1889, by Mr. F. K. Whiteaves; one of three 
eggs, at Ottawa, by Mr. W. A. D. Lees; one of three eggs taken at 
London, Ont., by Mr. W. E. Saunders; one set of four eggs taken 
at Port Hope, Ont., April 20th, 1900, by Mr. N. H. Meeking and 
presented to the museum by Mr. W. Raine.

767. Western Bluebird. •
'

Siala mexicana occidentals (Towns.) Ridgw. 1894.
Common at Penticton, but always in pairs, breeding in holes in 

trees in April, 1903; only saw one specimen at Trail, but observed 
a number at'Cascade, B.C., on the International Boundary, in* 
1902; observed two at Baynes^Lake, May 2nd, 1904, and two in 
the Kootanie valley about a week later; a few observed at Lyt- 
ton, B.C., April 17th, 1889; in the woods at Hastings Burrard 
Inlet; observed eight specimens at Chilliwack, B.C., October 
24th, 1901, said to breed in the vicinity; first seen at Victoria, Van­
couver Island, April 19th, 1893; found a nest near Victoria, May 
23rd, and a nest with young at Nanaimo, July 10th. (Spread- 
borough.) Common on Vancouver Island and in British Columbia. 
{Lord.) Not very common on the coast, but an abundant sum­
mer resident in the interior. {Streator.) A common summer resid­
ent east and west of the Coast Range; more numerous on the 
coast. {Fannin.) * Common summer resident; remained in the 
Fraser valley until January. {Brooks.) Not common anywhere, 
but less so in the district east of the Coast Range in British 
Columbia where it does not reach beyond the transition zone. 
{Rhoads.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Ten; one taken at Cascade, B.C., June 26th, 1902, two at Pen­
ticton, B.C., in April, 1903, two at Chilliwack, B.C., October 24th, 
1901, one at Victoria, Vancouver Island, May 5th, 1893; two at 
Baynes Lake, B.C., May 2nd, 1904 and one at Elko, May 13th, 
1904, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough.
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768. ; Mountain Bluebird.

Sialia arcticus Swains. 1831.
On October 10th, 1898,1 received a fine male mountain bluebird 

from E. H. Patterson of Brandon, Man. It had been collected two 
days before about two miles west of that city, and was in com­
pany with another individual of the same species. (George E. 
Atkinson.) A few individuals of this species were observed in 
the Rocky Mountains at Chief Mountain Lake, but no specimens 
were preserved. (Coueg.) Tolerably common summer resident 
at Aweme, Manitoba, ft breeds in the more hilly country; arrives 
about May 7th and leaves about October 15th. \(Norman Criddle.) 
First seen at Medicine Hat, Assa., April otfi* 1894, after that a 
few weye seen every day until May 9th, yyften the bfst one disap­
peared, they appeared to follow along the siatterro timber in the 
valley of the South Saskatchewan as they passed to the Inorth; 
a pair were found breeding June 15th, 1895, at MedicineyLodge, 
sou|/n of Wood Mountain, Assa:, and another pair in a clay bank 
along Frenchman’s River at Stony "Creek Crossing; they were 
also breeding in numbers along Milk River, especially at Castel­
lated Rocks in July, 1895; observed a few about the end of July, / 
1903, at Dunvegan, Peace River; observed nesting at Lacombe, 
near Edmonton, Alta., June 18th, 1897 ; common at Calgary and 
southward in the foothills fra Crow’s Nest Pass ; common from 
the upper crossing of the Lob^tick *River to Camp River, B.C., 
west of the Athabasca Pass; alsoxçeen in large flocks at the Henry 
House, Athabasca Pass, September) 2nd, 1898; last seen Septem-' 
ber 25th ; quite common and breeding early at Banff, Rocky 
Mountains, it built itp nest chiefly tinder the eaves of houses at 
Banff; shot at Revelstoke, B.C., April 10th, 1890 ; quite common 

' along the mountain slopes ; breeding in Eagle Pass near Revels­
toke in May, 1890; numbers of young Birds were seen in the trees 
along Pass Creek at Robson, B.C., Juqje 20th, 1890, the birds had 
nested in the cliffs about 700 feet above the water; common on 

J the International Boundary beêweén Trail and Cascade, B.C., 
breeding in holes in houses and trees ; abundant at ^Penticton, 
south of Lake Okanagan, B.C., in April, 1903 ; they were in 
flocks of from ten to ififty ; abundant in open places around 
Fernie and Elko, B.C., in April and May, 1904. (Spreadborough.)
Local and not uncommon and Br^edinj^ in suitable places at

V '-k*' X
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Prince Albert, Sask. {Couteaux.) Only pne specimen of this 
beautiful bird was shot at Fort Frankliç in July, 1825. It is 
iperely a summer visitor to the Northwest Territories. {Richard­
son.) A pair nested in the Canadian Pacific storeroom at Donald, 
B.C., in May, 1894. {£. F. G. White.) Seen only east of the Coast 
Range. {Lord.) I found one or two pair^of this species breeding 
in the mountains at Ashcroft. B.C. {Streator.) A summer resident 
east of the Coast Range. {Fannin.) Common in migration at Chilli­
wack. {Brooks.) Abundant in northern and western interior 
portions Of British Columbia. {Rhoads.) This species is recorded 
by Hartlaub from Dejàh, southeastern Alaska, April 20th and 
21st ; as it was seen on these two days only and at this point it 
cannot be at all common in the territory. {Nelson.)

Breeding Notes.—Found nesting in a hole in a clay butte at 
Medicine Lodge, south of Wood Mountain, June 14th, 1895. The 
nest was wholly composed of the outer bark of the old stems of 
Bigelovia graveolens, a composite plant that grew in profusion 
near the site of the nest. ■,It Contained seven light blue eggs, 
Another nest taken ufider the same conditions along Frenchman’s 
River, Assa., on June 21st, was built of the outer bark of sage 
brush {Artemisia cana) and contained the same number of eggs. 
{Macoun.)

MUSEUM SPECIMENS.

Thirty; four taken at Medicine HaipAssa., in April, 1894; two 
at Canmore, Rocky Mountains. May 29th, <891; seven at Banff, 
Rocky Mountains, in April; 1891; six at Revel^toke, B.C., April, 
1890; one at Trail, B.C., June" 2nd, jp02 ; four at Penticton, B.C., 
April, 1903; three at Spence's Bridge,B.C., June,1889 ; three at 
Fenyti) B.C., April, 1904, all by Mr. W. Spreadborough. 
v One set of seven eggs taken along Frenchman’s River, Assa., 
June 2ist,,i895, by the writer. <■

T



ADDENDUM.

The notes on and references to the species included in the first 
two parts of this Catalogue are so voluminous that it is impossible 

include them in the present part and a complete addendum 
will, it is hoped, be published in the near futufe. Thefîw addi­
tions which follow'Nrcure, however, been thought of suflfcient 
importance to publisk'at once.

38. Long-tailed Jaeger.
On October 8th, 1902, Captain Fellows, an English gentleman, 

while shooting in the Clandeboye marsh, Man., procured a young 
specimen of this species, and later in the same year the “ Free 
Press ” newspaper announced the capture of another in the 
territories. (George E. Atkinson.)

164. Long-tailed Duck. ,
On October 19th, 1899, the only specimen of this species I have 

heard recorded for Manitoba, was collected at Whitehead Lake, 
southern Manitoba, by Mr. H. W. O. Boger, of Brandon. (George 
E. Atkinson.)

170. Rosa’s Snowy Goose.
- v>.

On September 20th, 1902, a specimen of this bird was taken by 
a young lad named F. Marwood, and later the mutilatedg^in fell 
into my hands. I subsequently heard that in 1901 two other 
specimens had been taken. (George E. Atkinson.)

•262. Buff-breasted Sandpiper. /
j I doubted the correctness of this species breeding at Dunnville, 

Ont., as mentioned by Mr. Mcllwraith in his “Birds of Ontario.” 
This doubt I expressed in Part I, page 108. Sôme correspondence 
ensued and Mr. W. E. Saunders, ofLondon, Ont., at the request 
of Dr. McCallum, examined the specimen and found that the 
bird referred as above was really Wilson’s phalarope. This 
species is jusj as rare as the other, and the fact of its breeding at 
the mouth of the Grand River is of great interest to bird lovers.
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378. Burrowing Owl.

On June 2nd, 1897, 1 received a pair of burrowing owls which 
were collected about five miles north of iPortage là Prairie, Man.; 
on May 9th, 1902, a specimen taken neat Grant’s Lake, north of 
Rosser, and last spring, May, 1903, another specimen from near 
the same locality and one from Portage la Prairie were received. 
(George E. Atkinson.) 0

529a. Pale Goldfinch.
We have three specimens of this form which have been referred 

to the American goldfinch, and the willow goldfinch respectively, 
'phese were taken at Indian Head, Assa., and at 12-Mile Lake 
hear Wood Mountain, Assa., and at Cascade, B.C. The occur­

rence of this form at such widely separated points coincides 
exactly with Mr. Ridgway's distribution of it along the Canadian 
Boundary.
•. t-v

649-1*. Nelson’s Sparrow.
,On page 473 mention is made of the occurrence of Leconte’s 

eparrow at Edmonton and Peace River Landing. The specimens 
taken on these occasions have been submitted to Mr. Oberholser 
and they prove to be Nelson’s sparrow. It is hoped that observers 
will now attempt to determine the limits of distribution of these 
two forms north of the Canadian prairie region.
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