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THE SCRIPTTRAT DOCIRINE OF GOOD
WORKS.

" 1. Regeneration is a primary doctrine of
Christianity. It is the being boruto a new
life by the power of a new religion—usher-
ed into a new world of thoughts, affections,
relations and obligations. Now all these
are comprised by an apostle, in that very
phrase whose import we are considering;
as a single passage will sufficiently show—
1ph. ii. 10.—¢ For we are his workmanship,
vrealed in Christ Jesus unlo good worls, which
Cod hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.”  ‘The ordaining purpose of
Gad, the regenerating power of Christ, aund
tlic character of the new workmanship, or
the Christian himself, are here expressed by
that one term—* goad works.”?

Q. Fuaith is a primary doetrine, a vital
prineiple of Cliristianity.  Observe the eon-
nexion in which it stunds, aud what is de-
clared essential o make it a ground of ho?c.
s What doth it profit, my brethren, though a
mun say he hath faith, and Tiave not works ?
Can faith save him?? % Yea, 2 man may
gay, thou hast faith, and [ have works ; show
me thy faith without thy works and I will
show “thee my faith by my works.”> #Ye
see then bow that by works noman is justifi-
ed, and not by faith only”*—%Tor as the
body without the spivit is dead, so faith
without works is dead ulso,*? These are
remarkable deelwrations, though very fami-
liar, ‘Chiey leave no voom for doubt,  They
give no permiszion lo exalt faith above
works: They make the-latter quile fs im~
poriant; to say the least, asthe former.  Or,
what is nearer the truth and wore to our pur-
pose, they make faith and works insepara-
hle, identical.  The apostle represents even
the prineiple that actuated Abraham, as of
works, wnd declares that his faith was made
perfect by works, and that he himsell was
# justified by works.”?

3. Juslificalion. This, though a Seriptural
term, has been so darkened by words with-
out knowledap, that it may be better here to
use a more common and intelligible term ;
as pardon or acceptance. And here we
might adduce some striking pussages {tam
the 014 Testament. Al those which ex-
press this seutiment of Isaiah, are to the
point :— Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; aud
let him return unto the Lord, and he will
have merey npon him 5 and to onr God, and
Ie will abundantly pardon.”?  Izckiel tells
us that the man who turneth from his sins,
«“and doeth that which is lawfn) und right,”
shall surely live.  Why, or Liow shall he
live? ¢ In his righteousness that he hath
done he shall live;® yea, *if he docth
that which is lawful and right, he shall save
his soul alive,’’~—a miost pointed and em-
;‘)ha\ic assurance. XYassing 1o the New
Testament, we find Paul deelaring, that
there is * glory, honor, and peace fo every
man that worketh gool.?”>  We find him ap-
pealing exultingly to his own past life, men-
tioning his goud works as if they had some-
thing to do with his hopes and his reward.
47 have fought a good fight, T have finished
iny course, I have kept the fuith ; Lienece-
forth there is laid up for me a erown,” &e.
We find Cornelius, a heathen not then con-
veried, called a devout man, on account of
his past deeds, and miraculously assured
that his good works had been marked and
accepted 3 ¢ thy prayers and thine alms e
comie up lora meinorial before God.>?  From
this fact we f{ind Peter drawing the same
inference that we draw, aud in the same
Janguage—*¢ in every nation he that feareth.
God and worketh righieousness is accepted
with him.?? We find numerous declarations,
like one already cited, which show that the
final reward will turn upon the works done.
< God will ¥ender 1o every man according to
his deeds ¢ Every man shall teceive his
own reward according to his labor.??---¢ We
must all appear before the judgment seat of
Chiist, that every one miay roceive the
things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”

‘

MYSTERY.

The world is full of mysieries. The
chamber in which the infunt opens its eyes,
is a universe of wmysteries.  The father’s
voice, the mothier’s smile, veveal to it slowly
the mysterious world of the ailections.
The child solves many of these iysteries;
but as the cirele of knowledoe s enlurged,
its viston is always bounded by « wall of
mystery.  The sun that wakens it at morn-
ing wud again at night, looks into its window
to bid it firewall 5 the tree that shades its
home, and into whose brauches the birds
come and sing before the dews are dr
the clowd with shining edges that moves
acress the sky, calm and stately like the
chariot of un angel ;—all are mystéries. Nay,
to the grown-up man there 35 not a thing
which the hand touches, or on which the
eve rests, which is not enveloped in nys-
tery. ‘The flower that springs at my toot,
who lius revealed the wonderful seeret of
its organization 7 s roots shoot down, and
leaf and flower rise up and expand into the
infinite abyss of mystery. We e like emi-
arants travelling through an unknown wil-
derness. They stop at night by o strean of
water, they tether thelr horses and set up
their tent and build a fire. And as the
{lames rise up, all within the cirele of a few
rods aronnd is distinet and elear in its lioht.
But beyond and bounding this, rocks dimly
seen, and trees with vague outline stoop for-
ward to the blaze ; and beyond, the branches
ereak, and the waters murmuar over their
bed, and wild and unknown animals how)
i the dark veadm of nizht and silence.
Such is the tizht of man’s kuowledge, and
s01sit. bounded by the infinite realm of)
myslery.

The world then is full of mysteries.  But
so.far as religion is eoncerned, it has chanc-
ed most unhappily that men have made
articles of fuith out of mysteries, made them
the wost importaut artieles, aud looked on
religion as if its muin purpose were to intro-
duce mysteriez into the world,  From these
things have arisen much of the idle theology
and many of the miserable disputes thut
have disgraced Christendom.  That which
is the most important fuct practicaliy inthis
subject is this, viz., that there ure less mys-
teries in the world now than there were be-
fore Christianity.  Christianity has not ad-
ded to the number of mysteries, but has
lessened their number.  And not only this:
those which it has done away were of the
most important character o man. We
would repeat, that the number of mysteries
in the world now, is not so great as before
the coming of Christ; that Natuye has more
mysterics than Revelation.

Bulore that time, death and a foture life
were euveloped in mystery. Where are
the dead ? Do they yet live ? and do they
love? Tarents and children, with breaking
hearts, asked these questious s but neither
priest nor oracle could give an answer; the
tembs were silent, and fromr the heavens
cume no voice of reply,

But this mystery no longer exists: Cluis-
tianity has done it away. The dead live
and ll)\ey love. 8o far as the great truth of
a {uture life is concerned,; it is revealed,
and stands as clear before us as the moun=~
tain, fiom whose wooded sides the mists are
rolled away by the rising sun.

The character of God, before the coming
of Christ, was unkuown. YWhat is the cha-
racter of this power, or of these powers,
above me? It is the most important ques-
tion that a human being can ask, for on it
his destiny turns. But all before Christ’s
time was uncertain. From the ferocious
religions of the North, to the sensual and
luxurious religions of- the Seuth, & thousand
answers were given, The wisest sage, when
he approached this subject,was lost in doubt.

All was miystery: but Christianity has
removed the mystery that swrrounded the
character of Deity. {t has disclosed that
Me is o Futher.  And by the light of his
divine word, we read history and expe-
rience and our own hearts aud the world
aronnd us, and we know that e is 2 Fa-
ther. The mist, the mystery has sunkto the
emrthy and the sun, fullorbed, shines clear
in the heavens~—E, Prabody.

RELIGIOUS REEFORM.

This auticipaied improvement of Chyis-
tianity must consist, I apprehend, in it
plification ; in leaving out of the Chris
fatth what does not belong to it 3 in separat-
itg from its true principles the human addi-
tions that have grown upon them; in mak~
ing i, in shoit, wore intelligible, more rea-
zonahle, and wore agrecable to the nniversal
natural feelivgs of mankind.  The great
end will be accomplished when the Su-
preme Being is looked np to as a Father,
equal in his regards, aud cternally and un-
clhungeably benignant ; when Jesus Christ
is bulieved in s the messenger of the Di-
vine iove and the example of hwnan good-
ness; when men shall estecm and treat one
anothier as brethren, having the same rights
and expectutions 3 and when the world to
come shall be contemplated as a scene of
perfect justice, but o ‘scene also of trium-
phant merey.  These arve the great prin-
ciples of the Gospel.  To these all reforma-
tion tends.  One afier another they are
conceded in coutroversy. They are more
or lezs promoted by all discoveries in Bib-
lical literature.  They are shadowed Jorth
in all schemes of philunthiopy, all improve-
ments in judicial scieuce, and all the ad-
vances of legislation.  They forn that ge-
neral religion which all men of all nations
and ayes, whose minds are awake amd ae~-
tive, may receive, and o wihich they may
be nnited ; and the union of mankind, not
i an entire creed, but in an undivided
heuart,—not in cerenouies, but in charity,~—
is both the diifl of all social improvement
aud the desian ol Clristianity, which was
claraeterised by an unwilling prophet as
lavine for its end fo juin ¢in one the chil-
dren of God seattered abroad.?  1gnerauce
and prejudice and bigotry divide mankind ;
knowledge, aud reason, und good nature
bring then together, aud for mutual benelit
The late increased acquaintunce with the
powers of nature, and the suceessful appli-
cition of themn to purposes of utility, temd to
form the human race into one graud comn-
wunity, one happy family,~to maks the
bounties of nature, the produets of industry,
and the aequisitions of the mind commmon,
and, Ly consequence, to dissolve anti-social
confederacies, whether for guin or power,
to reudet tyranuy less tolerable and less
practicable, and to diminish the notives

nifying the weighty matters of the law ??
above ¢ the tithiug of herbs, the anise and

the cummin?? of crecds and ceremonies,
These essentinl doctrines-~-rational  and

thersfore Christian, moral and  thereforo

powerful---are the spirit of trath, the spirit

of God. All the vitality and power of every

schetwe of faith s owing to them, though

they may be overlooked, and even for a

time buried, in the huge mass of populac

belief. When decomposed and disembo-

died, they will act with greater encrgy and

praduce purer wud wider social happiness.

Christianity will then, in and by them, bo

glorified, and it will be acknvwledged Ly

wise and candid men that a scheme of doe-

trine which will dear this reduction to the

simaplicity and purity of reason, which will

be more like the original Gospel us itis

thus reformed, and which, in its simplest

and purest state, will be most eflicacious in

promoting love to God and good serviee {o e
mau, has within itself a witness of its trath,

@ witness strengthening with the succession

of ages---for Thue sweeps away error and

delusion---and growing with the vigour and

activity of the huwman mind, before which

all tolly and fulsehood wre deomed finally

to perisle—dspland.

¢ CoxTENTMENT is the sweetest spice,”? tho
proverb says.  So it is, and the rarest, It is
uot o be had atany of the shops—net but that
the keepers may Lave it for hote cousmnp-
tionr 3 but it s not suleable, though a primo
article. We know a good woman who said
she tried and tried to get contented with -
things but in vain, till ene day all at once,
she determined notto try amy more, and be
satisfiedd without ii—and the very image of
content she has been eversinee. ” Now there
is the seeret—you will never oet content-
ment for the huntingofit. 1t isthe reflaction
of the peaceful heavens in the ealm waters
of the soul, and one mirght rew his fishboat
frons wll the coves of Thonght and Endeavour
1 the semotest shores o Accomplizhiment,
and not find the image he sought, in all the
way.  But let him ship his oars of anxiety,
and (loat serenely on the tide of Heavenw’s
Will, and the sky-broad beanty of adeep
content will be universal in his soul. That
is it 5 10 be willing to get along without it.
But for a man o he contented, iz not to bo
50 at peace with things as not 1o bring the

and to augment the difficulties of war
These discoveries and inventions, so many
of them coineident, seem, like the nearly
conteniporaneous invention of the mariner’s
compass, the discovery of the new world,
and the acquisition of the art of printing, to

form a new era in the history of mankind;
and as the former era was the commence-
went, may not this be the. revial, of the re~
formation of the Chuistiau religion 7 Foritis
not by accident that philosophical discove-
rivs and literary improvements are uniled,
in point of time, with eceleziastical reforms ;
they ail spring from the same source, the
natural vigour of the human wind setling
strongly in one direction 3 as they all flow
to the sume end, the glory of God and the
happiness of man, and the gloyy of God in
the happiness of man. There is not in re-
ality a soond maxim in reasoning or sei-
ence, or a just conclusisn from history, or a
tuth built upon human nature, which does
not agree with the grand moral principles of
the Gospel, us before deseribed, and which
does nol directly or indireetly point {o them,
They have been spoken of, indeed, by
those that make and those that bow down
to and worship erceds, the worst idols that
have come ont of human hands, as generaliz-
el Christionity, as if all essential trath
were not a generalization or induction from
particulars.  Did not one apostle generalizé
religion when hie resolved it all into the
voyal law of equity 2---did not another ge-
neralize it when he declared the end of the
law 2and the beginning of the Gospel comn-
mandrent to be charity out of a prive heart ?
---and did. not our Lord himself generalize
it when he declared all the law and pro-
phets 16 be summed up and fulfilled in the
love of God and the love of man? Here is
divine authority for setiing up great prin-

ciples above forme and ‘detuils,~=-for nuug-

crooked into shape, but to be so satisGed with
himself as not to quarel with the work after
he has dene all he ean jto be satisfied, even,
thit he has got something to do g for if any-
thing was perfeetly satisfuctory to besin with
we shoald {ind a dul) world of it when the
uovelty wore off.  The best recipe for con-
tent is to be doing something that will inake
the world better, not trying to gret contented
—but muking men bappy.~-Charler Oak.

A Story witir A Moran.~~When Charleg
the Second chiurtered the Royul Society, it
is narrated of hirg, that he was disposed to
give the philosuphers o royal, but at the
samo time a wholesome lecture.

“Why is itymy Jords and gentlemen,* said
hey ““that if you fill a vessel with water to
the very brim, so that it will not hold a.
single drop more, yet putting a turbot into
the water 1t will not overflow the vessel? ??
Many were the sage conjectures j that the
fish wonld drink as much water as compen-
sated for his own bulk—that he condensed
the water to that amount---that the ajr blad~
der had sumething to do with the phenomena
---and a lundred others which were pro-~
ponnded and abandored in their turn, much
to the wnusement of the merry monarch.
At length, Mr. Wren, (afterwards Sir Chrig-
topher) modestly asked, “But is your Ma-
jesty sure that such wonld be the case ?9?
“Aye, there,”” exclaimed his Majesty laugh-
ing, ¢ youhave it ; always, gentlemen, find
ont i a thing be true, before you procesd 1o
account for ity then 1 shall not he ashamed
of the Charter I have given you.”?

¢ No Chureh has, nor have all churches
together, any authorily lo mdke arlicles of
JSuith,  Jesus Christ was the author and
finisher of the faith; to which nothing can
be added and from which nothing can Le

tuken.>*~--Bishop Sherlock.

ISTTAN.
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THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

COLUMN FROM FENELON.

Everything which happens to us comes
from thee, olt God. It is Thou who hast done
it; and who hast done jt for our eternai
welfare. In the light of eternity we shall
gee that what we desired would have been
fatal to us, and that what we would have
avoided was essential to our well being it
is Thon who doest all things, it is Thou who
-during every moment of our lives art the
life of our hearts, the lizht of our eyes,
the intelligence of our minds, the soul of
our souls; all that we are, life, action,
thought, will, we are throngh thy power,
hy spisit, aud thy cternal will,

How unspeakable are the blessings that
piety bestuws; pure, disinterested piety,
piety that never fails, that dees good in se~
cret! It enables ns'to conquer eur passions
and our bad babiis j it destroys our love of
‘the pollutiug pleasures of the world; it
touches our heints with the salutary troths
of religion; it protects us from the faal
snares that are around us.  Shall we be un-
grateful for so many benefits 2 _Shall we
nut have the courage to sacrifice to piety all
our jrregnlar desires, however it may wound
our self-love?

Evervwhere we see men who disfigure
religion by vain atlewmpts to make it accord
with their own caprices.  Oune is fervent in
prayer, but he is insensible to the miserics
and weaknesses of his nelghbour.  Another
talks much of the love of God, and of sell-
gacrifice, whilst he is not willing to saffer
the least contradiction. Another deprives
himself of allowed pleasures, that he may

sindulge himsell in those that are forbidden.
This woman is fervent and serupulous in
works of supererogntion, but faithless in the
1ost conunon and pesitive duties § she fasts
and prays, but she does not re
pride or the violence of her temper. Thus
wo see people who think, because they do
what they are not commanded to do, thut
they may dispense with what is required.

To pray is to say, Let thy will be denes
it is'to form o mowd purpose s it is to rajse
your heart to God; it is to lament your
wankness; it is 1o sigh at the recollection
-of your frequent disobedience. This praver
demands neither method, nor science, nor
reasoning; it is not necessary to (it one’s
employments it is a simple movement of
the heart towards its Creator, and a desire,
that whatever you are doing, you may do it
ito his glory.

Let us do aoad, according to the means
that God has giver us, with discernment,
with courage, and with perseverance. With
discerument ; for charity, while it sceks
to promote the glary of God by imparting to
mat, has reference to the nature, the work,
and the condition of him who undertakes it §
it avoids disproportionate designs.  With
cowrage 3 St. Panl exhorts us not to e
weary in well doing 3 that is, let us not be
wanting'in true zeal and faith.  With per-
severance; for we see weak spirits, light
and inconstant minds, soon looking back
in the carcer of virlue.

Never let us be discouraged with our-
selves: it is not when we are censcious of
our faults that wo are the most wicked : on
the contrary, we are less so. We sce by a
brighter Hight ; and let us remember for our
consolation, that we never perceive our sing
till we begin to cure them. We must nei-
ther flatter, nor be impatient with ourselves,
in the correction of our faulis. Despon-
dency is not a state of humility: on the
conirary, it is the vexation and degpair of a
cowardly pride,~--nothing s worse: whe-
ther we stumble, or whether we fall, we
1nust only think ol rising again, and going
on in our conrse.

“Whoever desires to do good must he will-
ing and must expect to sufler. You must
arm yowmselves with courage and patience.
Yon must be willing to endure tribulations
and trials of all sorts, which would over-
whelm you if you were not supported by
well-established faith and charity.  The
world will blame, will tempt you; your
friends and your enemies may appear to
combine against your good desizns.  These
even with whom you are united to promote
a good work may be a snare {o you. Op-
posite humors and temperaments, different
views, contrary habits, may cause you great
suflering from those. upon whoem you have
depended for support and consolation. Their
defeets und yours will perpetnally clash in
your intercourse with them, 1f true charity
does not soften these difficulties, if 2 more
than common virtue does not sustain you
under these bitter trials ; if an unfailingand
fervent picty does not render this yoke casy

* 1o you, you will sink under jt.

“ N R R S AN e

COLUMYN FROM WILLIAM PENN,

Such is now become our delicacy, that we
will not eat ordinary wmeat, nor drink small,
palled liquor ; we must have the best and the
best cooked for our bodies, while our souls
feed on empty or corrupted things.  In short,
man is spending all upon a bare house, which
hath Iittle or .no furniture within to recom-
mend its which is preferring the cabinet be-
fore the jewel, alease of seven years before
an inheritance.  So absurd a2 thing is man,
after all his proud pretences to-wit and un-
derstanding.

For disappointents, that come not by our
own folly, they arce the trials or corrections of
heaven: and 1t is our own fault if they prove
not our advantage. 'To repine al them does
not mend the matter: it is only to grumble at
our Creator. But to sce the hand of God in
them, with an humble submission to his will,
is the way to turn our water into wine, and
engage the greatest love and metcy on our
side.

We are apt to be very forward to censure
others, where we will not endure advice our-
selves.  And nothing shews our weakness
mote, than to be so sharp-sighted at spying
other men’s faults, and so purblind aboui our
own. When the actions of a neighbour are
wpon the stage, we can have all our wits
about us, are so qnick amd eritical that we
can split a hair, and find out every failure and
iufirmity 3 but are without feeling, or have but
very little sense, of eur ewn,

Frugelity is good, if liberality be joined
with it.  The first is leaving ol superlinous
expenses ; the last is bestowing them to the
benefit o others that need, The first without
the last begins covetousness; ihe last with-
out the first begins prodigality. Both to-
gether inake an exceilent temper.  Happy the
place where they are found.

Tove Inhour: forif you dost not want it for
food, you mayest for physic.  Itis wholesome
for thy body, and good for thy mind. It pre-
vents the {ruits of idleness, which many times

-come of nothing to do, and leads tov many o

do what is worse than noihing. A gavden, a
laboratory, a workhouse, improvements, and
breeding, are pleasant and profitable diver-
sions to the idle and ingenious; for here they
miss itl compary, and converse with nature
and art, whose varteties are equally grateful
and instructing, and preserve a good consti-

tution of body and mind,

Covetousness is the greatest of monsters, os
well as the root of all evil. I have onceseen
awman that died to save charges! “ What!
Give len shillings to a doctor, and have an

apotheeary’s bill hesides, that may come (o 1

know not what *? No, not he : valuing life
less than twenty shillings.,  But, indeed, such
a man could not, well, set {oo low a price
upon himsell'; who, though he lived up to
he chin in bags, had rather die, than find in
his heart {o open one of them, tohielp {osave
liis life.  Such a man is ¢ felo de se,”” and
deserves not Christian burial-

There can be no friendship where there is
no freedom. Friendship loves a [ree air, and
will not be penned up in straight and narrow
inclosures.  §t will speak freely, and act so

too; and take nothing ill, where no ill is
meant ; nay, where it'is, it will easily for-
give, and forget too, upon small acknowledg-
ments. .

A true friend unbosoms freely, advises
justly, assists readily, adventures boldly, takes
all patiently, defends courageously, and con-
tinues a friend unchangeably. Thesc being
the qualities of a friend, we are to find them,
before we choase one.

If thou hast done an injury fo another,
rather own it than defend it. One way thou
gainest forgiveness; the other, thou doublest
the wrong and reckoning.

Delieve nothing against another, but upon
good authority : nor report what may hurt
another, unless it be a greater hurt {o others
{z conceal it.

ITave a care of vulgar errors.
wellas allow, reasonably. Tnquiry ishuman
blind obedience is brutal.  Truth never loses
by the one, but often suffers by the other,
The most useful truths are the plainest; and
while we keep to them, our differences cannot
rise high. 'I‘Swrc may be a wanlonness in
search, as well as a stupidity in trasting. Tt
is great wisdom equally toavoeid the exiremes.

Dislike, as

Never estcem any man, or thyself, the more
for money ; nor think the meaner of thyself,
or anather, for want of it: virlue being the
just reason of respecting, and tho want of it

of slighting any one,
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COLUMN FROM ROBERT IIALL.

The exclusion of a Supreme Being, and
of a superintending Provideuce, tends di-
reetly to the destruction of moral taste. It
robs the universe of all finished and consum-
mate excellence even inidea. The admira-
tion of perfect wisdom and goodness for which
we are formed, and which” kindle such un-
speakable rapture in the soul, finding in the
regions of skepticism nothing to which it cor-
responds, droops and languishes.  In a world
wihich presents a fair spectacle of order and
beauty, of a vast family nourished and sup-
ported by an Almighty Parent; in a world
which leads the devoat mind, step by step, to
the contemplation of the first fair and the first
wood, the skeplic is encompassed with nothing
but obseurity, meanness, and disorder.,

Detesting war, considered as a trade orpro-
fossion, and conceiving conquerors to be the
enemies of their species, it appears to me
that nothing is more suitable to the office of a
Christian minister, than an attempt, however
feeble, to take off the colors from false great-
ness, and to show the deformity which its de-
lusive splendor too often conceals, This is
perhaps one of the best serviees veligion can
do to society. Noris there any more neces-
sary. Tor dominion affording a plain and
palpable distinction, and every man feeling
the eflects of power, however incompetent he
may be to judge of wisdom and goodness, the
character of a hero, there is reason to fear,
will always be too dazzling. The sense of
his injustice will be teo often lost in the ad-
miration of his success.

—

Of an accountable creature, duly is the con-
cern ol every moment, since he is every mo-
ment, pleasing or displeasing God. It isa
universal element, ninzling with every action,
and qualifying every disposition and pursuit.
The moral quality of conduet, as it serves both
to ascertain and to form the character, has
consequences in a future world, so certainand
infaliible, that it is represented in Scripture,
as asced, no part of which is lost, for whalso-
ever 2 man soweth, that also shall he reap,
That rectitude which the inspired writers
usually denominate holiness, is the health and
beauty of the soul, capable of bestowing
diznity in the absence of every other accom-
plishment, while the want of it Ieaves the
possessor of the richest intellectual endow-
ments a painted sepulchre.

He must know little of the world, and still
less of his own heart, who is not aware how
diflicult it is, amidst the corrupting examples
with which it abounds, to maintain the spirit
of devotion unimpaired, or to preserve, in their
due force and delicacy, these vivid moral iin-
pressions, that quick perception of good, and
mstinctive abhorrence of evil, which form the
chief characteristic of a pure and elevated
mind. These, like the morning dew, are
casily brushed off’ in the collisions of worldly
inferest, or eshaled by the meridian sun,
Hence the necessity of frequent intervads of
retirement, when the mind may recover ils
scatlered powers, and renew ils strength by
a devout application to the Fountain of all
grace.

Though religion in its ordinary exhihition
commands but little respect, when it rises to
the sublime, and is perceived to tineture and
pervade the whole character, it seldom fails
to draw forth the homage of mankind. The
most_hardened impiety and daring profligacy
will find it difficult to despisc the man who
manifestly appears to walk with God, whose
whole system of life is evidently jufluenced
and dirccted by the powers of the world to
come. The ridicule east on religious charac-
ters, is not always direeled towards their re-
ligion, but more often perhaps to the little it
performs, contrasted with the loftiness of its
pretensions—aridicule which devivesils force
from the very sublimily of the principles
which the profession ol piety assumes.

Slavery, considered as a perpetual state, is
as incapable of vindication as the trade in
slaves 3 they are integral parts of the same
system, and, in point of moral estimaie, must
stand or fall together. Il it De unjust to sell
men into slavery, who are guilly of no crime,
it must be equally so to retain them in that
state ; the last act of injustice is but the se-
quel and completion of the firsl. If the na-
uves of Africa were originally despoiled of
their freedom by rapine and violenee, noman
is entitled o avail himself of the condition to
which they are reduced, by compelling them
1o labor for his henefit; nor is it less evident,
that they could not possibly fransmit the for-
feiture to their children of these rights whiceh
they never forfeited for themselves.  Thus it
appears, that the claims of the planters to hold
their negroes in perpetual bondage, is vitiated
in 1ts origin; and having commenced in an
act of injustice, can never acquire the sanction

- .
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of right.
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COLUMN TROM CIIANNING.

An humble spire, pointing heavenward
from an obscure chureh, speaks of man’s
nature, man’s dignity, man’s destiny, more
eloquently than all the columns and arches
of Greeee and Rome, the mausoleums of
Asia, or the pyramids of Egypt.

The waorst error in religion, after all, is
that of the skeptie, who records triumphant.
Iy the weaknesses and wanderings of the
hwman iutelleet, and maintains that ne
st s due to the decisions of this erring
reasoni. . We by no means conceive that

man’s arentest danger sprives from pride of
understanding, thouzh we think as badly of

this vice as other Cheistinns.  The history
of the Chureh proves that men may trust
their faculties too little as well astoo much,
and that the timidity, which shrinks {rom
iuvestiction, has injured the mind, and be~
trayed the interests of Christinnity, as much
as an irreverent boldness of thought.

No books astonish me like the Gospels.
Jesus, the hero of the story, is @ more extra-
ordinary being than imagination has feion.
ed, aud yet his eharacter has an iinpress of
uature, consisteney, truth, never surpassed.
You have all scen portraits, which, as soon
as seen, you fell to be likenesses, so living
were they, so uatural, so true.  Such is the
tinpression mude on wy mind by the Gosa
pelse I believe that yeu or 1 conld Iift
moutains of ereate a world as casily as fa-
naticism or imposture could have created
such a characier and listory as that of
Jesus Chriat.

It is comnmon to speak of the house of
public worship as a holy place; but it has
uo exclesive sanctity. The loliest spot on
earth, is that where the soul breathes its
purest vows, and forms or exceutes its no-
Llest purposes; and on this ground, were [
o seck the holiest spot In your city, I
should not go t your splendid sanctuaries,
but to closets of private prayer.  Perhaps
the “Ioly of Ilolies > among you is some
dark, narrow room, from which most of us
would shrink as unfit for human habitation ;
bt God dwells there,  He hears the music
wore gratefnl than the swell of all your
organs 3 sees there a beauty seeh as nature,
in her robes ol spring, does not unfold ;
for there he meets, and sees, and hears, the
humblest, most tha' 0l moast irnthind wor-
shipper; sees the suresl tinds severaly
borue, the deepest hnjuries toraiven ) sces
toils and sacrifices cheerfully  sustained,
and death approached, throush o lonely iil-
ness, with a triumphant faith.  The couse-
eruijon which such virtues shed over the
obaeurest spoi is not aud eannot be commu-
nicated by any of those outward rites by
which our spleudid structures are dedicated
to Gaul.

No doefrine is more common among
Christinng than that of man®s fmmortality §
but it is ol so generally understood, that
the germs or prineiples of his whole futuro
being are so wrapped up in his soul, as tha
radiments of the fulnre plant in the seed.
As a necessary result of this constitution,
the soul, possessed and moved by theso
wighty thoughinfunt energies, is perpetually
stretehing beyond what is present and vis
sible, strugeling against the bounds of its
carthly prison-house, and secking relief and
joy inimaginingsof unseen and ideal being.
This view of our nature, which has never
been fully developed, and which goes fur-
ther towards explaining the contradictions
of human life than all others, carries us to
the very foundations and sources of poetry.
He who eannot interpret by liis own con-
scionspess what we now have said, wants
the true key to the works of genius. He has
not penetrated those seeret recesses of the
soul, where Poetry is born and nourished,
and inhales tmmortal vigour, and wingsher-
self for her heavenward Night.

A blow given to a single slave is a slripe
on the souls of all who see oy hiearit. It
makes all abject, servile. It 15 nol the wound
given to the flesh of which we now com-
plain. Scar the back, and you have done
nothing compared with the wrong done to the
soul. You have ecither stung that soul with
infernal passions, with thirst for revenge, or,
what perhaps is more discouraging, you have
broken and brutalized it. The Iitinan spivit
has perished under your hands, as far as it
can be destroyed by human force.

Most Protestant sccts are built on the
Papal foundation, Their creeds and excom-
munications embody the grand idea of infal-
libility, as truly as the decrees of Trent and
tha Vatican.

T am not sorry that sociely is taxed for the
drunkard. I would it were taxed move. [
would the burden of sustaining him were so
heavy, that we should be compelled to wake
up, aud agk how he may be saved from ruin,

——
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"THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

7~ Some friends have written for a complete fyle of
the “Bisre Curisrias ' from the commencement, We
regret to suy that we cannot furmish them. The early
numbers are completely exhausted.

< The hour of public worship in the Montreal
Unitarian Church, an Sundny evenings, is changed from
Seven to Half-past Seven o'elock, aud will be so continued
during the summer months,

MONTREAL, MAY, 1847.

JOSEPII BARKER.

Since the issue of our last number we
have reecived a letter from DMr. Batker, of
England, whose name as a religions refor-
mer is now pretty well known in this coun-
try. He is still basy iu his labours to re-
move ignorauce and evror, and to extend
the sway of a simpler aud purer form of
Churistianity, than that which now prevails in
the world under the name of Orthodoxy. 1le
operates on the publie mind mainly by
means of the press. His exertions have
been attended with a large measure of
success. 1Ie writes, “Isce the canse of
truth prevailing, and the cause of crror de-
clining.  Liberal prineiples are making
their way in this country very rapidly.
Great numbers are renouncing the old er~
rors of Orthodoxy, aud embracing the simple
principles of primitive Cliristianity.  The
opponents of Evangelieal reform are daily
beeoming less popular.  Their sects are
declining both in numbers and in power,
and there are sigus of an approaching revo-
lution with respect to religious sentiments
generally.”? :

We learn also from this letter of Mr.
Barker that one of the leading ministers of
the Methodist New Connexion in Eugland
—the Rev. W. A, McCombe—lar lately
renounced Orthodoxy, sud ewibraced more
correct and liberal views of Chuistiauity.

Mg Barker Iikewise enclosed to us the
printcd‘co‘i;ics of two letiers already pub-
lished in Lngland, and very probably re-
published in the United States.  Taken to~
gether, they exhibit a correspondence
which took place between himsel{ and
some members of the Christian counexion
in America in the sarly part of the present
year Llis request to us, is, that il we should
meet with any members of the Christian
denomination of Canada, to show then the
correspoudence.  But as  these belong
maiuly lo Upper Canada, and as none of
them are to be found in this region of the
country, we reprint the letters in our co-
lumns.  Owing to their length, we are
obliged to omit a few paragraphs. The
Bible Christian finds its way to some of the
Christian Brethren in Upper Canada, and
the information contained in the correspon-
dence wilt ne doubt be interesting to many
others of our readers. The letters will be
found on our fourth page.

THE ‘“MONTREAL WITNESS.”

A few days since a friend handed us a
copy of the Aoatreal IWitness, a weekl: jour-
nal published in this city which devotes a
large share of ifs attention to religious af-
fuirs. The copy to which we refer is that
of the 26th ult. The first article on the first
page is entitled “Which is the True
Taith 2?7 and is written in the form of a
dialogue “between Mr. A., Catholie, and
Mr. B., Protestant.®> With its style we have
nothing to do, but on one of ils statements
we feel bound to offer a remark.

To arrive at our point, we may be par-
doned if we extract two or three of the com-
meneing paragraphs.  The conversation, it
will be observed, springs out of a very laud-
able curiosity on the part of “Mr. A., Ca-
tholic ?*: .

« Mr, A. What is the objeet of holding meet-
ings every evening in the Methodist Church?

Mr, B. In order to bring before the public a
large amount of Christian instruction.

A. Can you tell the difforence between the
various Protegtont secta ?

B. There is no diflerence between the va-
rious Protestant sects on the priuciples essential
to salvation.

A. Wherein do they disagree ?

B. On points that are non-essential. Tov in.
stance, they are agreed on the doctrine of the
‘Trinity, justification through the blood of Christ,
and sanctification threngh the oly Spriv”

Now “D1lr. B., Protestant,” is made 10
assert here that all Protestants arc ngreed
on the doctrine of the Trinity, and it is this
which surprises us.  We are somewhat at
a loss to account for the assertion. We
scarcely know whether to attribute it to the
ignorance ol Mr. B. concerning simple mat-
ters of faet, or whether he is desiguediy
taking a slight controversial advantage of
Mr. A., who is evidently @ very unsophis-
ticated character in matlers of this nature.
We are disposed to incline to the former
opinion. We think Mr. B. was speaking
withont suliicient knowledge. We are
afraid he was making assertions at random.
We regret that the fault is so common with
a certain class of controversialists.

And yet—onr mind is changable on this
point ; that is, concerning Mr. B.'s igne-
rance. The Protestants all agreed on the
Trinity ! Is there any individual, we ask,
witl: any pretension to information, who does
not know better than this ?  Could any one,
presuming to take up a pen to impart reli-
wrious instruction, be so entirely unaeguaint-
cd with the hisiory of theological coidro-
versy, as it Las been carried on during the
Jatter half of the last, and up to this time in
thie present, centurs, as 1o suppose that all
Portestants believe the doetrine of the Tri-
wity 2 It is bard to think so. Yetif we de
nat vest in this supposition, we are foreed 1o
the conclusion that Mr. B. was endeavour-
ing 1o impose upon the Catholic by a false
representation, with the view of gaininga
paltry advantage in the argument.

Let us glance amoment at a few of those
countries where Protestantism exisis to avy
considerable extent: Tuke the country of
the Reformation first. Does the writer in
(he Tiitness suppose that the Protestants of
Germany are agreed on the doctrine of the
Trinity 2 If he does, Le is under a very
serious mistale. Wesaw it stated net long
since inone of the London papers, that what
would be regarded as heterodoxy in Eng-
tand would be regarded as orthodoxy in Ger-
wmany, go wide lns been the departure of
the Cerman Protestants from what would
be called orthodox standards in this country.
$We know that some of the most emninent or-
thodox divines in Germany decline the use
of the term “ Trinity *? altozether ; but whid
their precise views are with regard to the
doctrine denoted by i, we would not under-
take (o say. Then look at Geneva, the
irthplace of one of the most remarkable
forms of Trinitarian orthodoxy,;—we mean

Calvinism- There this system has now
found its grave. Lfforts have recenily been
made to revive it, but these have been at-
tended with no very large measure of sue-
cess- In Dr. Beard’s book;, lately published,
we are informed, that ¢ Generally among
Swiss Protestants, the old doetrines [the Tri-
nity, &ec.] find few adherents among the
¢lergy or the people. Without falling into
extreme rationalism, the ministers, espe-
cially the older ministers, have quietly
abandoned the ancient church doctrines,
while the young men eduncated in part at
German Universities, particularly at Berlin
and Bonn, have Drought home the views of
Sehleiermacher under several meditica-
tions.”” Look we now to France. The Pro-
testant Chureh in that country, in its two
divisions, comprises about {wo millions of
souls, with sexen hundred and twenly-nine
ministers.  # How many have renounced
the Trinity [we quote again {rom Dr.
Beard’s work] we have not the means to
determine with exactness. Tacts, how-
ever, within our knowledge, give us reason
to think that not more than lwo hundred of
theso clergymen still hold the doctrine in
any form.> From this it appears that the
great majority of the Protestants of France,

as woll as thoso of Germany snd Switzer-

land, have rejected the doctrine of the Tri-
nity.

Let us come now to Great Britain and

Ireland. Js the writer in the Tilaess so
negligent of the religious and political his-
tory of that kingdom, as to forget the agita-
tion which exisied there about three years
ago, in consequence of the interfercuce of
Yarliament to protect the interests of a
certain class of DProtestant Dissenters ?
Did not the camp of orthodoxy then ring
throughout its length and breadth, because
any protection should be exiended 1o a eluss
of I'rotestants who denied the doctiine of
the Trinity.  This was their alleged evime,
and there were about three hundred and fifty
congregations involved in it.  Add toihis
number, the sveicties of the ¢ Christian
Brethren,®? referred to elsewhere in our pre-
sent sheet, and we shall have about siz
hundred worshipping societies in Great Bri-
tain and Ireland who have set aside the
doetrine of the Triulty., Now let us cross
the Atlautic. Let us look at the United
States.  And here again we must express
onr murprise at the statement put forth in
the Fitness. Does the writer of that state-
ment not know that there are thousands of
congregations in America who have long
since abandoned the Trinity ? Thess are
known by various denominational titles,
and have varions modes of Church govern-
ment.  Some are ealled Unitarians, others
Cliristians, others Universalists, &e. Some
are  Congregationalizts, others Quakers,
others Baptists, &e.  We might extend
this cexplanation farther, but we do not
think it necdful.

AN Protestants agrecd on the doetrine of
the Trinity! It might have been followed
by the statement that all the human race
were of the same colour.  As far as trath is
coneerned, the one zszertion would beon a
par with the other.

THE BOSTON UNITARIANS,

--The following nofices, taken from our Bos-
fon papers just come to hand, may not be
wilhout interest to our friends and readers in
Capada. It will be seen by them that the
Unitarians of Bosten are aclive and earnest,
numerous and hospitable. It wiil be seen too
thet the aymen of eighleen worshipping so-
cieties are concerned in the invitation to the
Clergy. These eighteen churches recognize
the denominational title ¢ Unitarian,” and

of course have no faith in a {hree-fold Deity.
Besidesthese, however, there are a dozen other
churches in Boston (known by other names)
which have no more belief in the Trinity
than they have in Transubstantiation. The
knowledge of these facts may be of some use
to such random discoursers as ¢ Afr. I3., Pro-

lestanl,?® of the Montreal TWitness :—
70 THE CLLRGY OF TIE UNITARIAN DENOMINATION,

Drethren—~'he period of our annpiversaries
being near at hand, the committee who were
charged with the arrangements (or the present
year, take this epportunity, in the name of the
lnymen of Doston, wost cordially and aflee-
tionately to invite you with your ladies to be pre-
sent at the annual collation, to be served in the
hail over the Maine Rail-Road Depot, Hay-
market Square, on Tuesday, hlay 23th, 1347, at
2 o’clock 1. o1,

It is hoped that every clergyman who sympa-
thizes with us, from all iarts of our land, and
all who may be in our country from abroad, will
unite with us, on the return of this pleasant oc-
casion, aflording to the laymen of the city the
privilege of meeting our {rien:s from every section
in social intercourse and friendship.

Clergymen’s tickets may be obtained at the
store of Messrs. Crosby & Nichols, No. 111,
Washington strect.

We would tender the hospitality of our homes
and firesides to all who will favor us with a visit
during Anniversary week., The Secreiary, to
whom all communieations on this subject may be
addressed, will provide every one who desires it,
with a learty weleome in the families of our
brethren in the eity.

In bonds of Christian fellowship,

Yor the Committee,

W. D. Cooniner, Sceretary,
No. 32, Pearl strect.

Tue Corration—The Commitice who are
charged with the arrangements for the ap-
preaching - Festival, wonld give notice that an
equal distribution of'the tickets has been made 10
each Soviety, and may be obtained of the gentle-
men named below.

It is desirable that an enrly application be
made, go that no disappointiment or delay may
ocenr in the necessary arrangements.

Tev. Mr. Lothrap’s Society, of Mr. 1hen'r Dalo,

“ Coolidge's, “  Calvin W, Clark.

“ Huutington's,  * Juseph Faustis,

“ G “ David Poise.

“ l‘uufmdy's ¢ Willimn Thomas,
“ fnereit’s s liewis G. Pray.

w Teotuingharm's, * 3.1, Uavward.
. Waterston's, ¢ 8. M. Bomes.

" Thowmas” .

" }.g;:;:c;p:' % *  Iruncis Algcr.'

" Gaunett's, 4 Eumuel B, Guild.
" Robbins'y, s LAV, Lincoln, Je.
“ Youny's, s X, @, Watheralll
" Clnrke's, # B, 1. Greene.

. I'urkienn’s, s Chardes Amold.
“ Tusdick's, s G P Willinms,
" Fox's, s, (. Loring, Jr.
. {uivurtnore's, AW, WL Aleatt.

or of the Seeretnry, .
W. I). Cooripar, No, 32, Penrl streot.

BDOKS FOR SALHE,

€. BRYSON'S BOOX-ST0RE,

&7, FRANGOIS XAVIER STREET.

rHE Entire Works of Wirnray Erniery
Cuaxxivg, D.D., in two volumes.

The Entire Works of the Rev. Orvinne
Dawey, D.D., Pastor of the Church of the
Massial, New Yok, one volume, 8vo. ppe
857,

A Coxspytany ox tnn Four GosrErs.
By the Rev. A, AL Livermore.

Tk Essestias Farrn or tue UNIvERsAn
Crunetr, Dedueed from the Sacred Records.

Jy Harriet Martineau.

L.a For pE L2Ectase Usiversernte y D'-
AprEs Lps Savres Femrreres.  Par Dlle.
Aartivieau.  Tradait do PAnglals,
Seruereae Proors axp ScureTuRal Ir-
rrations or UNrrawraxisae Dy John
son.  Sud BEdition, revised and enlarged.

“ Piyaey text eonnected with the Trinitarian controversy
on Luth sidex of Lo question, is neticed_in this volume.
“Che haok is divided into two pants, The first of these cons
tains * the pture evidence of Unitarianism; the second
sthealleged Seriptura evidenee for Prinitarianism.’  In
the first part, besldes quating the texts as they appear in the
sutharieed version, My, Wilson furnishes ug, in nany cases,
witlw variety of reuderings, by scholues of ackoowledged
ewmincuce ; wid throughout the whole he prescuts us with
n serivs of, formable nd pestinent remarks of his own, In
thir secand pagt, be not only eitesthe controverted texts in
full, but ndeo o Citlustrative teats® to throw light vu the
meaning of the prominent terms which appear in them,”—
Boston Ciristian Exeminer

T Coxcussions oF TrRintTarIANs § being
a Selection of IMxtracts from the most emi-
nent Biblieal Crities  and -Commeuntators.
By John Wilson.

¢ 1Ve eaneot conceivea Trinitarian lonking this book in
the fuce. without adecided sinking of the heart,—without,
nsense of the ground, which he had talen 10 be so splid
shrinking from under him,—without the involnmary ejneu-
Iation  *save me from oy friends!® Por here ure six
hundred pages of refutation of Prinitarinuism, by Trini-
turinns themseives, drnwn from over two hundred eninent
writers of that denomination. 1o other wards, itis n volsme
of extracisiom colebrnted orthadox writers af’ all nges of
the chureh, in whieh they have huvegiven Unitarian expo-
sitiotis of "U'rinitarian proof-tests,  And itappenrs, from ex-
amiting the work—what, indeed, hns often heen loogsely
assorted~—that tiiere is not one out of all the passoges in the
vible hrauzbit farward i support of thedactrine of the “L'ri-
nity, which, by one or more ‘Frinitarian writers, has not heeu
given up to their opponents, as admitting or requiring o Uni-

tatinu tuterpretation.  Mere, therefure, wo hinve a perfect
nrinoury of wenpons for the destruction of the Grent 1oy,
furnished by the believers nud defenders ol the error them-
selves-'?

Jlisronte axp Artrstic ILLUSTRATIONS O
e Trixeryy showing the Rise, Progress,
aud Deeline of the Doetring, with Llucida-
tory Lngravings. By the Rev. J. I, Beard,
1.D., of Manchester, Lngland.

Pravees for the use of Chiistian Families.
With a Prefaee recomnmending the Practice
of Family Worship. By the LKev. J. Scott
Porter.

Lrecteres ox Cnmastras Doctrine, By
the Rev. A. Peabody, Pastor of the South
Congregational Church, Portsmouth, N. .

Turv AvoLogy oF THE Rev. TurkoriiLus
Lixnsay, M. A., on resigning the Vicarage
ol Catterick, Yorkshire.

Tur REMoxsTRANCE OF A UNiTARIAN, Ad-
dressed to the Right Rev. Thomas Burgess,
D.D., Lord Bishop of St. Davids, By Capt.
Jumes Gifford, R. N.

Tur Aroxise Sacririce—a Display of
Love, not of Wrath. By the Rev. Noah
Worcester.

LyTTERs ADDRESSED To RELATIVES AND,
Frinsvs, chieily in Reply to Arguments in
Support of the Doctiine of the Trinity. By
Mary 8. B. Dana, author of the ¢ Southern
and Northern Harps,’? ¢¢ The Parted Family,”?
&e.

Tur RrconnecTross oF JoTHAM ANDER-
soN. Iy the late Rev. H. Ware, Jr., of Cam-~
bridge University, New England.

Seratons. By the Rev. I W, P. Green-
wood, D.D., Minister of King®s Chapel, Bos
tan. " In two volumes.

A Corrnection or Psarss Axp Hynns
for Christian Warship. By the Rev., T. W. 1,
Greenwood, D D. -

Montreal, December, 1846,

JUST RECELIVED,
A BUTPLY OF N
“ WARE ON THE FORMATION OF THE CHRISw

TIAN CHARACTERM
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CORRESPONDENCH
LR BETWEEN
J.BARKER AND TIE BODY OF CIIRIS-
TIANS OF AMERICA.

) Boston, January 1st, 1847,
REV. JOSEPI BARKER:

Dzar Sir,—¢ Asa Committee appointed by
a Convention of Christian ministers, held
October 7, 1816, at Union Mills, Fulton
County, State of New York, we address youn
for the purpose of ascertaining more definitely
and fully the character of the Reform in
whicl you are engaged. Our sympathies
embrace all {rue Reformers, who are labouring
to redeem the church from error, both in doc-
trine and in practice; and, regarding you in
this light, we desire from your own pen a
statement of the principles “of fuuth, uction,
and Christian union in which you confide, for
the recovery of man from the error of his
ways, and for the prosperity of Zion.

Perhaps you may wish to know more par-
ticularly of the denomination who are so
deeply interested in your cause, and who seek
to open a friendly communication with you.
. Wesunnose that they stand upon similar views
with yourself. This denomination has never
taken a Sectarian name, and it is probahle
that it never will.  lts members are known
only by the ancient, Scriptural and Catholic
name ¢ Christians;® which name they cheer-
fully give to all who live the fives which this
holy word signifies, whether their doctrinal
speculations are with them or not, With the
first years of the present century this class of
Christians arose: in the East, the West, and
the South there was a simultaneous move-
ment, with no one man as its cause or repre-
senfative. Dlusses of people unknown to
each other started up, demanding the Bible as
their only creed, perfect religious freedom as
theirinalienable right, and Cluisiian character
as the only authorized test of Christian fellow-
ship. Thus spontancons was the movement
in which the denomination had its origin.

Since thattime, churches have heen planted
in the several States of this republic, and
nearly 1600 ministers and churches comprise
ilieir present number.  Bat it may not be im-
proper to state a few generalideas, which the
useof this religious ireedom in the investi-
gation of truth, has quite generally established
among them. Godis worshipped as Oxe—
Yiis Unity is not divided into three persons, but
is believed to exist in One person, the Father
Almighty. You perceive, therefore, that they
are not Trinitarians:  They acknowledge
‘Jesus as the Son of God, the only Saviour, the
Mediator between God and men. " They be-
lieve in the Holy Spirit, and pray for itasthe
divine influence which Ged will send and give
{o all who ask it; us the comforter, as the
helper of our infirmities, as the reprover of
sin, and the support of holiness throughout the
‘whole earth. .

They think that the Afonement affects
man as ils prime object.  Iie it is that stands
under clouds of darkness and of sin.  God is
light, and is unchangeably true. Man necds
‘the change, and he receives it.—The gospel,
crowned with the death and resurrection of
-Cluist, is the power of God unto salvation to
all who believe, Regeneration isthe want of
‘every sinner.  The plan of salvation is resto-
vative. 1t brings the lost to God and secures
eternal life. But, sir, neither time nor space
allows us to do juslice to the doctrinal views
on which they stand. A more ample view
may be given at some fature time.  We be-
lieve in progress, we believe in reform.  But
we want the gospel in its light and power 1o
preside over this progress, and to produce this
reform. The Bibleis the eternal light to ages.
The reason may penetrate its truths. We
want freedom tfo study and believe it for our-
selves, independent of all extrivsic authority.
There are those indeed who rob believers of
their freedom, by punishing its conscientious
exercise with exclusion’; and hoivever strong-
1y such sects may declaim against Rome,
is it not clear that they act on the same prin~
ciple? . The difference is in favour of the
Pope ; for he offers no freedom, only the liberly

“to believe what the church affirms; but the
proscriptive Protestant holds out {reedom to
you with one hand, and retains a whip in the
other,-should you use the freedom against his
avill. "The truth howevermakes frée. Man can-
not be strong without the free use of his powers,
Man errs, it is true, in his altempts at truth, as
the child falls inhis attempts at walking. DBut
woilld we say the child shall not walk lest he
fall? No sooner would we say, the disciple
shall not_be free lest he err. WWhy should
Christians allow a name, the form of an ex-
ternal rite, or a metely intellectual speculation
lo divide thém in feeling? Do we not need
tobe ‘enlasged with gospel views of Christian
brotherhood? Ouglt ‘not they who have
light to go forth with the burning xzeal and
self-sacrifice of the ancient disciples and
apostles, and, in.prudence and love, labour to
resiore the Christianity of ancient days?

We rejoice, sir, to think that you are doing
#-work of this kind among the mass of the
people in England, and we pray that you may
find gredt success. We have Some knowledge

of the cause you represent, DBut we greatly
desire to know still more. Will you be so
kind as to give usa full account of the leading
views you embrace, of the name, rise and
present prosperity of your people. There are
now some five periodicals in the Christian de-
nomination, all of which would gladly publish
your statements. We should be very happy
as a people to receive a visit from you in this
country, The churches would hear you with
candour, and would give you a fraternal
welcome.  Please answer this as soon as con-
venicnt,??
We are, dear Sir, very tiuly yours,

Ers. Hovrnanp,

N. SUMMERBELLE,

B, 8. Favrox,

Commiltee.

ANSWER,
My Dear Frizxps,—I thank you for your
kind and interesting letter. I was aware of
the existence of your community, and liad
heard somnething of its character and prin-
ciples ; but | wasnotaware, before I receiv-
ed your letter, that you had become so
ecnerally Auti-trinitarian in your views, or
that you were of such a reforming character.
The perusal of your letier has given me
areat pleasure, and 1 lose no time in sending
youmy reply. 1 shall srive you the informa-
tion which "you desire, respecting myself
and the Christian friends with whom [ am
specially conneeted, as brielly and as freely
as I can, and [ trust our correspondencee may
prove mutually pleasing aud profitable.
1 was myself brouoht up among the Me-
THonrsTs, and became a member of the
Methodist Society when I was about sixteen
years of age- My views at that tine; so far
as T can recollect, were exceedingly simple.
[ believed in God and in Christ; in the dis-
tinction between rizht and wrong, and in my
own accountability to God 5 ina future judg-
ment ;_in the everlasting blesseduness of the
righteonsness, and the everlasting punish-
ment of the wicked. I believed that God
required men to deny themselves of all un-
sodliness and sinful pleasures, and to live
soberly, righteously, and godly in this pre-
sent world 3 and 1 have no distinet recollec-
tion that my views at that time went any
further than this.  With respect to the doc-
trines of the Trinity, of the Supreme God-
head of Christ, of Salisfaction to Divine
Justice, of Natural and Total Depravity, and
the like, I had not, so far as 1 can remem-
ber, any thoughts at all- These were doc-
trines of which I had cither not heard, or
doetrines which, if I kad heard of them, had
made no impresssion upon my mind.
was, at that period, so far as I ean rvecollect,
a simple-minded rational Chyistian.
But I had not been long in the Methodist
Socicty, before [ began to hear people talk
about those matters, I had not been long in
the Society before I was given to understand
that it was necessary for me to believe all
those doctrines, if 1 would be a proper
Clristian, and especially if I would be a
preacher.  As soon as I joined the Society,
I ieard people talk about a peculiar kind of
faith which was said to be necessary to
salvation, different from the common belief
in God, in Clulst, and in the truth unfolded
in the Gospel; and [ began to seek after
this new kind of faith. 1 also began to la-
bour to understand those peculiar doctrines
respecting the Trinity, and the like; and
for years my mind was harassed and be-
wildered with those matters. At one period
of my life I supposed myself a believerin
the peculinr doctrines of orthodexy, and if I
did not believe in those doctrines, 1 acquiesced
in them ; I did not r¢ject them. It was not,
however, long before my mind gathered
strength enough to investigate those matters,

the teachings of Christ and his apostles. I
then begau to have doubts on some of those
points. 1 especially began to. doubt some

respecting the object of Clirist’s death. f

by the New Testament.  As I proceeded in
trine of the Lternal Sonship, and to believe
in the Unity of God.
lieved in the Godhead of Churist, thongh not
in the existence of separate persons in the
Godhead.

tion of a second person inthe Trinity. I now
laid aside the use of the word T'rinily alto-
gether, as well as of the word persons when
speaking of the Divine Being. . I'still called
Jesus God, and thought myself right in so
doing; for though I did not believe in the
existence of more than one God, or in the
exisienice of separate persons in the God-
head, I siill believed that Jesus was called
God in the sacred writings, and that the fact

for his being called God, as well as for his
being worshipped as God,- With respectto
the Holy Spirit, I considered it to ba the

and to test them by what I had learned of

of the representations given by orthodoxy

then began to lave doubts with respect to
the nature of that faith which was required

my inquivies, I was led 1o reject the doe-

I still, however, be-

I supposed Christ to be the in-
carnation of the l«‘:ul]er; and not the incarna~

that Gad dwelt in him was a sufficient reason

same God that dwelt in Christ, operating in

a peculiar manner in the
human salvation.

These were my views when I'entered the
New Connexion, and became a travelling
preacher in that body.  The list of doctrines
drew up by thatbody waschiefly expressed in
Seripture language, and the Scriptures were
laid down in the list of doctrines asa perfect
rule of faith and practice ; 1 therefore found
no difficulty in subseribing that list, with the
exception of two orthree wotds.  Asmyob-
jection to those two or three words was not
cunsidered a suflicient reason for excluding
me from itheministry in that body, I beeame
in 1828, anew Conmexion travelling preacher
ontrial. I wasthenrathermore thantwenty-
two years of age. About four years and a
half after that tine, I was received into full
Connexion. 1wasnot however received with-
out objections. During the time of my proba-
tion, my views had become more heterodox
than they were at the time that T entered on
my probation, and the freedom with which
1 had conversed on my religious opinions
with ministers and others, had given rise to
serious rumours respecting my heterodoxy,
and some had expressed a strong assurance
that I was not fit to be received into their
comunuuity. A commitlce was appointed
to meet me previous te my receplion, in
order to ascertain what my views were,
especially with respect to the Trinity and
the doetrine of Atonement. T stated at once
my objection to use the word Lrinity, at the
same tinme stating my beliel tn the divinity
of Christ and of the 1loly Spirit, adding, that
I believed that the Seriptures spoke of the
Fatlier, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, as
we should speak of three separate persons,
but that what it was in the divine beine that
gave rise to such a mode of speuking, I did
not understand, bot regarded it as amystery-
I also stated wny firm belief in the doctrine
of the Atonewent, but refused to state that
{ considered the death of Christ s o satis-
faction to the justice of God. o prevent
mistake, I wrole down my statement, and
save a copy of it to the deputation. \When
it was presented to the Counference, some
objected to its reception, stating that it was
no more than what a Unitavian or a Socinian
might say s others pleaded strongly in favour
of its reception, contending that it wus as
much as auy man oughl to say, and as much
as any man was warranted by the sacred
Seriptures in gaying.  Those who were in
favour of its reception, prevailed, and I was
admitted as & minister in full connexion. *

In the year 1835 I commenced the publi-
cation of a small periodical called the Evax-
GELICAL ReForyeR.  Inthe twentieth nun-
ber £ published an article on crEEDS, in which
[ contended that all human creeds were
useless and mischievous,—that they served
only to strengthen error and to oppress the
truth,~—that they gave power to the indolent
and ambitious in the church, and led to the
persecution of the thonghtful, the intelligent
and the fuithful. I pleaded for the Bible as
the only rule of faith and practice, according
to an article in our list of doctrines, and ac-
cording to the principle professed and conten-
ded for by Protestants generally. This article
was censured at the following Conference as
erronecous and dangerous, and the censure was
published in the minutes.

About this time also T met with a volume of
the works of your celebrated countryman,
William Illery Channing, and was so de-
lighted with it, that I forined the purpose of
publishing it as soon as 1 could de so, and
spolce of my intention in my small periodical.
This commendation of Channing, and some
other articles in my XEvangelical Reformer,
were made the ground of another prosecution
at the Conference following, wheu resolutions
were passed suspending ot expelling me in
eflect, unless 1 could give some kind of
guarantee that I would not disturb or alarm
the leading members of the Conuexion any
more. The proceedings of Conference how-
ever met with serious opposition from the
people without, and created a terrible excite-
ment. This led the Conference to scek an
inferview with me, and make offers of peace,
which ended in a temporary seftlement of the
dispute. )

In this Conference it had been laid down
as a principle, that inreligious discussions we
had no right io appeal to the sacred writings,
—that the standard of appeal in Conference
investigations into the soundness of a ninis-
ter’s principles, were the writings of John
Wesley,—that the question to be decided in
reference to my opinions was, not whether
they were in accordance with the Scriplures,
but whether they were in accordince with
those inferprefafions of the Seriptures con-
tained in John Wesley’s sermons, and in his
notes on the New Testament. Towards the
close of this year I concluded my Evangelical
Reformer.  In the last number of this work I
took occasion 1o ~ontradict a rumour that has
been circulated by some of the preacheérs, that
[ had recantedsome of the things which [ had
published in that work. I also took occasion
to publish my protest against the principle
which had been laid down in the Conference

great work of

respecting the standard of appeal in theological
disputes, and to declare my determination to
acknowledge no authority in matters of faith
or in mallers of practice but the Scriptures.
Thisrenewed the controversy, and a few days
before the Conference, the leading ministet of
the Connexion sent out a letter designed fo
prepare the way for my expulsion.  Theletler
was an exceedingly weak one, and proved the
writer to be exceedingly ignorant on the sub-
jeet in debate.  Before the second day of the
Conference had passed over, iny reply was
out, and was circulated extensively through-
out the district where the Conference was
held, The effect of this reply upon the
people was such that the Conference was
divided, and came to tenns again, and I con~
tinued in the Connexion as bhefore.

During the following year I proceeded still
further in my opposition to creeds, as well as
{o some of the rules and customs of the Con~
nexion. On this oceasion the annual com-
mittee had a secret meeting, and stat round
circulars to the superintendent preachers, and
the leading friends throughout the Connexion,
respecting the danger to the Connexion if I
were continued any longer in the body, and
urging the necessity of my expulsion forth-
with.  The plan succeeded. Though by far
the majority of the people were in favour of
my continuance in the body, the ruling party
were against me, and in the Conference they
had a large majority. I wasaccordingly ex-
pelled, together with two other ministers who
held views somewhat similar to my own on
many subjects.

The Connexion at that time numbered about
Lwventy-two thotisand members.  From six to
seven thousand of those, including a great
number of local preachers, class-leaders, and
other officers of the Connexion, left the body,
and formed themselves into separate congre-
gational churches.  Dost of those were
Methodists of a liberal character, Methodists
who were wishful to have religion made plain
to them, and who were prepared, wherever
Methodism was found to be at vartance with
the teachings of Cliist, to set the doctrines of
Methodism aside, and to embrace the simple
teachings of Jesus in their stead.

* * " L3 - -

As far as J can judge, the principles which
Tadvocate,are spreading very rapidly through-
out the country.  Both the number of churches
and the number of individuuls holding those
views, are far greater than they were a year
and a half ago.  There are, at present, as far
as I can learn, upwards of thre¢ hundred
churches ineeting together on the simple prin-
ciple of faith in Jesus as the Christ, for the
ohject of promoting cach other’s improvement
in knowledge and piety, and of advancing the
cause of truth and vighteousness in the world.
These churches vary in point of numbers;
some of them are very sinall; others of them
are ratherlarge. Insome cases not more than
six, or a dozen, or a score mceet together; in
others several hundreds assemble.  The whole
number of members contained in those
churches, I cannot ascertain; but it can
scarcely be less than from ten to fifteen
thousand, * - oo * *
The number of persons who have Leen led,
during the lust three or four years, to embrace
the sentiments which we advocale, cannot be less
than from thirfy to forly thousund. "

What our views are on most subjects, you
will be able to learn from the accompanying
publications. * * * * -

The principles which we advocate are at
present spreading more rapidiy than at any
former period. Not only are vast multitudes
cager fo hear what we lave to say in our
Jectures, but anxious to obtain our publica-
tions. Several of the churches witl which [
am conuected have lately built lecture-rooms
and school-rooms, and instituted {ree-libraries
and reading-rooms. * * * * .

I' thank you for your invitation to visit you.
1t has long been my wish to see your country,
and to observe the work of reform as itis pro-
gressing amongst you, and at times I entertain
a hope, and even a belief, that L shall one day
be able to accept your Kind invitation, and
have the pleasure of forming a personal ac-
quaintance with you. But the fulure is all
uncerlain.  How long [ shall live, or how my
future life will be disposed of, is alike unkrown
to me. I do however trust, that whether we
should ever see each other’s face on earth or
not, we shall hold intercourse with each other
by means of letters, and by an exchange of
publications. And T do especially trust, that
we shall do our utmost, in the fear of God,
and {n the love of trith, to enlighten and re-
generale our race, and to bring about that
happy state of things when all shall enjoy to-
gether the blessings of knowledge and free-
tlom, of purity and peace, of fellowship with
God, and the hopes of a’blessed immortality
in heaven.

Yours affectionately, )
Jostrin BARKER.
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