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That this is 8o, you all will be sble to judge.

REMARKS ON PROCEEDINGS IN THE BOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
IN UPPER-CANADA....Conttnucd.

The hberal motive which.induced Mr. Burwell, though an
advocate for the union, to oppose any jucrease ofthe represen-
tation this session, because it would, in case the union were to
take place, be taking an undue adventage of Lower Canada,
; was treated with contempt by Mr. N. ; who, in defiance,not on-
d ly of all political writers, (whom, by the bye, he can not be sup-

posed to be much acqusinted with,) but of all propriety both
of resson and language, stated, that ap incresse could be no in.
Justice to Lower Canada, since “territory, property, aod pop-
ulation, should guide the houde in increasing the representation
¢ of the coloay, sod not population sloue, and that he would not
allow awerthless mob of vagrants to he put on s footing with
men of property and overturn our system.” Population is the
main basis of representation, avd property is bkewise necessari-
ly considered, because it is only the stationary iohabitants of
; the country, and ot the migratory, transient, part of the com-
munity, (such as the bulk of the Scotch faction consists of, }that
ought to have a voice ig its legislation ; but property is not
part of the system, for its owb sake, but only for the sake of
giving stability and congistency to the popular part, else it would
follow that a man possessing £5000 ought to have ten votes to /
the one that bad £500.  As to tetritory, mere extent of acres, #
uncoancected with population, who, before this wisehead, ever
heard of that being a bama to be considered in a system of re-
presentation ? But perhaps Mr. N. is one of those men, who
have been 8o highly beneficial both to Upper and Lower Cap- -
ada, aod have obtained or inherited large tracts of land, which
they Jeave in a state of wilderness, in order to speculate upon
the increased value which the efforts of “the worthless mob of
vagrants,” who emigrate from home, ip cleariog the adjoining
Junds, produce in those of the mondpolizing favourites, or ip-
triguers, to whom those uuproductive tracts have been graoted.
By the phrase *worthless mob of yagrants,” however, i there is
any meaning in it, I apprehend the uthaue  colonel, mesat, the
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population of Lower Canada, the seigneurs, landholders, and
peasantry of this proviuce, set 1 oppusition 1o the grantees of
land io the upper ; for the whole tenor of his ohservations went
to imply that an iocreased pumber of represeatatives was ne-
cessary in the Assembly of Upper Canada, iv order that, 1n case
of su upion, they might not be outoumbered by the representa-
tives of Lower Canada, and sg have their system overturoed.
1 am apt to believe that, when the true menits and bearings of
the case come to be considered 1 the Impet ial parliament, 1t will
not be either the old and settled population of Lower Canada,
nor the pewer, but industrious and persevering yeomaory, of
Upper Canada, but the illiterate Scotch traders, extortioners,
pedlars, and transitory visitors,that infest and contaminate heth
provinces, but especially the Lower, that will be cousidered,
with respect to us, as ¢ 2 worthless mob of vagrants.”

This Col. Nichol is, however, famous for his parliamentary
and gentlemanly language; but to use a phrase, which from the
style of his education, he can not but both fully comprehend,
and be much pleased with, “what is bred in the bone will nog
out of the flesh,” we therefore need not stare at the further spe-
cimens of chaste, reficed, and elegant blackguardism that are
presented in his speech (as reported) on the motion for the ap-
pointment of a reporter of the debates by the House.

Mr. Joho Wilson, who introduced the motion, said, with
truth, that it was one which met with the universal concurrence
of the people. 'Dhe people were pleased and gratified with the
veports that were given duriog the last session ; they never be-
fore had an opportunity of judging of the conduct and pro-
ceedings of those delegated by them to the Bouse. Ifitever
were pecessary, il it ever were expedient, if it ever were prop-
er to employ a reporter, it was so now. By the xeports, meo
possessed of rights and hbeities which they hold dear and sa-
cred, and which were now attempted to be iofringed upon.
would be enabled to judge of the fitness or unfitness of their
members at a future election, and witheut them, it would be iw-
possible for them to judge of their talents or virtue. It was,
therefore, fit and proper that the people should possess that -
forma‘ion which would enable them to guard against deception,
and select those men tor their representauves who are devoted
10 the constitutional iuterests of the country. There was one
objection made aguwst the principle of payiog a reporter, pame-
1y, because it was uoprecedented ; but the house ought notto
stand upoa this pecubiarity . if it was expedient to grant a sum
to a reporter, they shonld make it a precedent ; for the want
of one was a tnfhing objection. .

Mr Nichol said, he would give his decided negstive to the
motion. He deemed that it was never proper, Decessary, or
expedient, to employ a reporter; and the time of the house
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should not be occupied with a discussion of this kind, Was'
it night to employ an sgnorant, unprincipled, wcapable person,
1o send lorth to the public language that was never uttered.—
By such conduct they were sauctioping the publication of li-
bels ; aud acting contiary to the 1ules of the British Pailiament.
The membe1s’speeches last y ear, hesaid, were given iu the most
shameyul, base, aud calwnnivus mapuer : laoguage was attribat-
ed to members which they vever uttered, aod the speeches
were tull of bad rnghsh. Even imself, who was not in tie hab-
it of speaking ungrammaucaily, was ashamed to see the language
that wss aurbuted to him 10 those publications. He saw himself
grossly liaelled 16 oue paper, i which ¥t was stated that be pro-
posed a clous? to legabize the chnldren of certain marriages, and
make their uiothers whores. A reporter,if employed by the House
was not 1¢sp.0untbi~ for any misiepresentation. ~ If they called
him 1o the bar 1. an offeuce, willully orjgnorantly committed,
they could not piwish him; he nught tell the house, I have
beew employed by you to gve the debiates ; and 1 have given
them to you i the best manver I could, and you have no right
to putishwe fou them.” After poiotiog out the practice of
Euglaad, al oveighiug sgawst the priaciple of employing a
reporter, he oppozed the niotion,

'V'he oppasition made by the cofonel, however, not having
been successfal, and the douse having voted £100 for a repor-
ter, 1t is only lo1 the purpose of exposivg the odious principles
of the paity who wish to keep the people i jgnorance of the
conduct and lavgusge of therr representatives; and the unfound-
ed arguments they have recourse to, that I have selected this
subject. Being hikewise desirous to see a similar messure a-
dopted by the House of Assembly of this province, which the
hberality of their ideas cau not fail to perceive the benefits of, T
trust they will also see the futility of that apjection (the main
oue which is made to the measure,) namely that it 1s not sanc-
tioned by parhamentary usage 10 Bogland,  The question has
several times been agitated in the House of Commops in Eng-
land, whether they should bave ao appoiated reporter of their
debates or not ; and has, fitly aud wisely too, considering the
circumstances attending it, been decided iu the negative; for the
state of society, apd of literature, in Eogland, has given rise to
3 body of intelbgent men, both men of learning and acuteness, ,
who make it a profession, and the means of a handsome mainte-
nance, to be the reporters of the proceedings of all public bod-
ies, for newspapers  ‘I'heir general information sud abilities
are guarantees for the general propriety of their reports ; and
their number, and different parties and sentiments are checka
againat misrepresentations, or falschood. Hence, it was justly
argued in Parhiament, that the people would receive better, ané
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mwere faithful reports from the pens of such men, taking them
collectively, thau from that of aoy one calaried individual,
whatever judgement might have heen exercised in his selection.

* Now the case is widely different in these provinces: o such

class of men does or can exist ; and a ringle reporter, who might
either be employed by all the papers (s suggesied 1 No. 10
ofthe Free Press,) or might think it worth his while to employ
himselfin that way on his own account, were he even one of
the best quahfied, could scarcely fml of being partial, prejudi.
ced, and at times incorrect; or he might be 2gnorant, unprinci.
pled, and incapable, as Mr. Nichol took it for gravted a repor-
ter appointed by the Houge would be. But surely such an
appointment would pot be made without due consideration, and
the House would not bestow it on an sgnorant, unprincipled,
and incapablc person; or if they were msled 6o 10 do, it is fol-
Iy to say he could not be puuished, for he could be puniched in
the best way by dismissal from bis office, upon any complaint,
made and substantiated by 8 wember, of misrepresentation, ox
incorrectness, io his reports. Now thejet of the argument is
this. The publication of faithful reports of the debates is high-
1y desirable; eircumstances will oot permit of theis finding their
way to the public in the manner they do athome; it is therefore
fit that the best way that can be suggested should be adopted
bere; and it will not be denied that, if reports are to be pub-.
lished atall, the next best way, or indeed the ovly way in the
present state of society and literature in these provinces, is that
of ap authorised repoxter appointed by the assembly,

1 may tske another opportunity of enquiring what were the
misrepresentations and hbels which were printed with respect
to Mr. Nichol’s speeches last gession; but I canpot quit him,
without enquiring why he has never published a second letter
from Stamford on the subject of the letter he produced in the
House, relative to the free importation of American flour ; in
the one he did publish he denied that he ever received, or made

*use in the House of any such letter from Mr. Richardson; it
afterwards came out that the letter in question was one from
Mr. Richsrdson’s house of Forsyth Richardson, & Co snd not
from Mr. R. himself; aod it was upon this jesuitical evasion
that Mr, Nichol grounded, both his defence against thé'incen-
sistency that was on that eccasion charged to lum, and his de-
ruselstion of the assertion that he had made use of such alet-
ter, as & barzfaced falsehood: pow his assertion was not exact-
ly a barefaced falschood, but is cerlainly something akin to two

Jaces under a hood. L. L. M.

Asitis now probable thata correct census of the popula-
tion of Lower Canada will soon be obtained, it is perhaps pre-
malure, to say mhch on thesabject of the improvement in that
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yespect, . that has taken place since the country has beea an ap-
peudage of the British crown. That an iocrease of population
1 an improvement in the state of every country, notwithstand-
ing the sophistry of Malthus, than whom no political quack
ever more egregiously erred, I believe, nope but system-mon-
gers, or paradox-manufacturers, will deny ; and the newer, and
the more extensive the country, the greater is the proportion-
ate beoefit derived by the birth of every child, aod the impor
tation of every emigraot from abroad. The unionists have al-
ledged that Lower Caoada hias not advanced in population,
prosperity, agriculture, commerce and civilization, in the same
proportion as it would have done, had the Scotch suttlers, bum-
boaters, pedlars, and contractors, who accompanied the army
by which it was conquered, and who subsequently became the
comuercial interest of the country, had the ordering of all
things. [Encresse of population is the basis of all other im-
provement; without a large population there cao be no exten-
sive consumption to cause an extended import trade; there can
he no agniculture commensurate with the demands for exporta-
tation ; it is only by density of population that by degrees, man-
ufactures arise, miges are explored, and finally, the arts, and
ernamental parts of life, cultivated, and literature encouraged.
But it is demosstrable, upon the present accepted data, that
Lower Canada has advanced in population, that basis and
source of all other improvement, in fall as great a ratio ag
the bossted rapid increase that has taken place in the United
States, and certainly fo a much greater ratio thanany other de-
pendency of Great Britain, By a comparison of the different
census taken in America, it appears that the population of the
States increases at the rate of three per cent per annum, that is,
it doubles in 23 years. Now, as at the conquest there was, as
the Quebec Act asserts; a Canadian population of 65000 per-
sons, there ought to be in 1823, according to that rate, u Cana-
dian population of 455,000. Col. Bouchette in his gross esti-
mate stated it at 450,000 in 1822, and in his subsequent more
laboured and detailed calculation, at 473,642, making thus a
surplus of nearly 20,000 beyond the rate in which the States
regularly increase; and ss this alludes to the Caoadian popula-
latiom alone, and does not include the inhabitants of the town-
ships &c. it must be vecollected that this increase is one, inde-
pendent of foreign aid, and oot swelled, like that of the States,
and that of Upper Canada, by an anoual tide of emigration, but
one arising, to use a term familiar to the writers on rural affairs,
f:::‘ ¢ breeding in and in.” The emigrants who come to Que-
, averaging of late years about 10,000 in number, dv not
add to the population of Lower Canada, but in a very small
degree, o that on that score the Canadians may with the
greatest propriety say to all political theofists, as the' French
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merchauts did to Cardipal Richelien, when he asked what he
could do for them, Laissez wous farre. W hat therefore would
the unionistshave? more than physical causes can produce ? yet
it has been shewn that even more is produced in Lower Cana-
da than physical causes, under what may be supposed to be the
most favourable circumstances, produce elsewhere. But these
upieasonable Scotch encroachers, (so might the Canadians say#
after getung rich at our expeuse, want lo obtamn from us our
lands, to deprive us of our laws, aud eur Ianguage, and even to
et our children forus, Were their pestiferous upion to take
place they would vexify the coroplaint iu Tacitus. “Boves ip.
S0S, MOT ag1 05, postremo  corpora servilro tradunt.  First they
take our cattle away, then om fields, and at last carry our bod-
ies into slavery.” L.L M.

As an introduction to an article on the subject of the antz-
commercial spirit which has been ascribed to the Capadrans, I
take from the Canadian Spectator, a letter which touches upon
those parts of the question which relate to the capability of the
people, aod the rights they ought to possess in that respect.—
Both these form main objects of enquiry, but the priocipal
ground upou which 1 mean to go, is, that the Canadan pation,
whlst in dispesition and ability, they are far {rom being anti-
commercial, yet, ought, paradoxical as 1t may appear, in anoth-
er sense, {that of their geographical, physical, aud moralsitua-
tion,) to be essentially so, io order to secure their own happi-
ness, their owa digmty, and their own prosperity.

Me. EpiToR,

«Much has beeo said by the Iriends of the umon against the
character of the Canadians as a commercial people: I would
ask these commercial men, if they can be so called, who wrge
these imputations, what opportunties have the Canadians had
to shew their talents or knowledge of business, when every stran-
ger, setthiog in the country, makes a poit of destroying the
credit of those of the Canadians who have had the good fortone
to wport from Britaw; and this for the purpose of promoting
his own views, or forwarding those of some vear relation in his
employment ? Have any of these unionists, (I mean smoog the
merchants,) ever taken a French Canadian into thei employ-
meat to learn lnm his busioess? and can it be said the French
Cauadians are not fit ? These quoestions can be easily answered.
Do not the Canadiaos i their humble situation of retail-mer-
chants, do more honour to integnty thao the Scotch who are in
the same line 7 Let the bsoks be questioned, and let us hear the
truth. It must then be admitted, that, though they do not, 'in
appearance, carry on an extensive business, they are more pru-
dent, and do not expose their creditors to a loss,
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«Those commercial madcaps flatter themsclves with a gieat

extension of trade by the union: produce 1s to be ephanced to
double its present value; the importation s to increase twolold !
Poor deluded men?! Where ave you to send the staple produce
of the provinces, wheat 7 Will the people in England cousume
your graig, and leave their owa to moulder in their stores? Or
will this ooion make both the Upper and Lower Cavadians
wear a double suit of clothes of Brntish mapufacture yearly,
and lay aside altogether, their homespun stuff, to meet your
ends? But let me ask these great commercial persoos, wl.lo have
their fizends and agents on the other side of the Atlantic, why
did they allow to pass io sileace, and why did they acqniesce
thereby in, the law graoting the furtrade solely to individuals i
Was it because that few Canadians were conerned in that busi-
uess ? Was ot that branch of our tiade in their hands as much
as any other branch? Why did they not opposc the passing of
this law so wjmious to the country ? His Majesty’s council al-
ways conceived that tlus trade belonged to Bis Majesty’s Cana-
dian subjects, if I may judge from the answer given to the sppli-
cation made in 1810 and 1811 by Mess. Inglis Ellice & Co.
and McTavish Fraser & Co. of London, in behaif of them-
selves and the ci-devant North West Company, for the exclu-
sive privilege of the trade of the Columbia River. What was
that answer ? That such a privilege could be granted but to
His Majesty’s Capadiau subjects only. These facts may be
doubted by many of your readers, but let the office of lord
Bathurst be searched, and the whole correspondence will be
found. and what I here say fouud to be ine. The loss of this
trade is and will contiuue to be severely felt by this province.—
Yet an impartial man compare the value of exports this last
seasop, both at Quebec and St. Johns, with that at a time whep
that trade was carxied on through tis place, & its value will be
ascertained,

“These facts must convince you, Mr. Editor, that the preo-
moters of the union have other thiogs in view than the welfare
of either of the provinces. It strikes me more forcibly when I
consider that the furtrade was snatched from us at a time when
there was oo more thau a quorum in the Imperial House of
Commions, and at nearly the close of the session; and the infa-
mous union bill was brought in nearly at the same period, and
what is more astonishing, by the same person, THERE musT
BE FOUL PLAY THERE.

“At a tuture time I will resume this subjeet, should you en-
courage me. ANTI-OOMMERCIAL.

Montreal, 5th Feb, 1823.

*This law was passed, and it was not till the governor’s pro-
cglamalwn that we had any knonledge of t. Note of Canad.
Spect
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The pudlic are respectfully informed that Mr, Samuel Ad-
ams 15 no longer the agent for the Free Press in Mobtreal,—
Subscribers are requested lo  make therr payments to Mr. D.
Scarlett, whowill call on them mith receipts signed by the pro-

pruclor.

Those subscribers an Quebec, who have not patd M. Joseph
Taydif, are requested to pay Mr. John Walley. nwho is enchar-
ged with the collection of the present quarler, and nnll present
them a crrcular letter from the proprietor.

From all, the author most earnestly and respectfully soliats
carly and punclual payment, mthout which the work can not go
on, or recover from the languishment under which it laboured dy-
ning the late maaagement. He aimsnot al profit.  The nter-
¢sts of the cause he has espoused, and hus own fame, are his ob-

Jeots 3 but has means mll not permat him to proceed without the
encouragement of the friends of the cause, or withont ready pay-
ments m advance. .

The Pree Press is published every Thursday in Montreal,
price 6d. per No, or 5 &, 6 d. per quarter, or 22 s. per aopum,
payable quarterly in advance. Subscribers who do uot reside
in Montreal, will have to pay an additional price, adequate to
the expense of conveyance.

Orders for the Free Press to be addressed to No. 26 St.
Laurent-Street, Moatreal, or No. 7, Palace-Street, Quebec.

Commuoications addressed to the editor, L. L. MaccuLLoxn,
wey be left at those places, or at the post-office,/Montreal; or
forwarded (post paid) to the proprietor, Mr. 8. H. Wilcocke,
Burliogton, Vermont.

Editors of papers who exchange with the Free Press, are re«
guested to direct their papers, to Burlington, Vermont, wstead
of to Montreal, where they are often delayed or lost,
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