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- 'pHE KINGDOM OF HEAVER.

. . ‘BY REV. WILLIAM AITKEN, SBMITil'S FALLS,

'

", “Put.gwe-are to conceive of heaven not
<only-as a distinet place, and as a placs of
saintly society, but,

:3rd. As a place of rest and joy.

The language of the text implies an
“occasion of festive rejoicing. The repre-

‘senitation which it gives of the redeemed is.

‘that of a multitude coming from the east
and west, and reclining—as at a banquet,
-after the mannor of the ancients—with the
illustrious patriarchs, with Abraham, and
Tsaac, and Jacob. Now, whatever in this
figurative representation may be deemed
~unsuitable to the pure spirituality of the
heavenly svorld, at-any rate it obviously
conveys the.ideas of 7est and joy.

T that heavenly world there will be the
entire absence of everything that can occa-
sion: uneseiness -or disquietude, the entire
abssnce of everything incompatible with
the-experience of a perfect rest. In this
vespect that which is imperfect shall be
done away, that which is perfect shall have
come.’ ~

In this present world the grand.causes

of unrest, whether of body or of mind, are
sin.and the death which is by sin, and the
warious forms of mortal suffering; all more
or less directly atiributable to sin, avd tes-
tifying to ils dire malignity. But these
- causes will not operate, will have no exist~
.ence, in heaven. T'here there will be no
-more sin and therefors no more death—
*#no more death, neither sorrow, nor cry-
ing, mor any more pain,” nor anything
-whereby an undisturbed rest might be pre-
cluded. . .

But the felicity of the redeemed in the
world. above will be far from being of this

-‘Vol. 4, )

T (Goncluded from pdge 313.)

purely negative -character only—far from
consisting merely in exemption from pre-
sent ill. Tn heaven not only will there be
perfect rest but fulness of joy. What,
indeed, can bo wanting to the measure of
their felicity who have God Himself for
their portion—God Himself exercising on
their behalf the boundless infinitude of
his power to bless? What happiness of
which their nature is susceptible, and whicl:
God can bestow, will not be theirs?

And to crown all, that freedom from all
that can produce disturhance or inquietude
—_that unmized and perfect positive bless-
edness, which will be realized by the re-
deemed in the heavenly places, will be
eternal.  Unlike the best enjoyments
peculiar to earth, this blessedness will be
aubject to no fluctuation or vicissitude, and
will never end. The pleasures of those
who dwell with God above will ‘be plea-
sures for evermore. “The ransomed of
the Lord shall return and come to Zion™
~—the heavenly Zion—with songs and

-everlasting joy on their heads; they shall

obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.”

How glorious a comsummation to the
experiences of this preseut life, with its
highest happiness so -chequered and un-
satisfying, with its incessant conflicts and
trials! How worthy to engage our earnest
desires, and to call forth and sustain our
persevering endeavours !  How richly
fraught, in the believing avticipation, with
consolation and peace amid all the ills
which so darkly gather around wus here!
How light becomes all present affliction
when compared with that future glory.

No. 24.
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Nay, tho present affliction will contribute

to the working out of that far moxe exceed- |

ing, that eternal weight of glory. ¢ For
which cause,” exclaims an apostle, in lan-
guage whick may well be the common
attorance of all God’s genuina people, * wo
faint not; but though our outward man
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day
by day; while we Jook not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are
not seen: for the things which are seen are
temporal; but the things whick are not
scen are eternal”

We bave thus said that the text teaches
us lo think of heaven as a distinet place,
as a place of suintly society, and as a place
of rest and joy. The conneetion in which
the text occurs, however, leads us to re-
wark that heaven, with its saintly society,
its never-ending and holy joy, will not be
the universal destiny of our race. Vast
and varied as that blessed society in its
final aggregate will be, it will still be far
irom including all mankind without excep-
tion. While there are those who, believing,
shall come from the eust and the west, and
sit down with Abrabam aod Isaac and
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, there are
those, finally impenitent and unbelioving,
wiio shall be “cast out into outer darkness,
where there is weeping and gnashing of
teeth.,” The one destination or the other
lics before us. Hell if not heaven will be
our eternal portion. And we oughbt not
to disguise from our minds the awful alter-
native; but selting it fairly before us, and
duly pondering it, should be stimulated the
more earnestly to seek to be able to “read
our title clear to mansions in the skies.”

We shall only observe, in counclusion,
bow that in the assemblies of God’s people
ou his day, in his sanctuary below, in the
exercises thers engaged in, and the privi-
leges thore enjoyed, we have a present pre-

figuration of the society of the redeemed |
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in the world of glory, and of thoss exor-
cises and privileges in which their perfect
blessedness will be realized. “In God's
own diy, in God’s own house,” therefore,

lot us endeavour to rise in spirit to that

high world whither Jesus our Forsrunner
has gone—the happy mansons of the
*just made perfect.” Letus autieipate the
the still nobler privileges of that glorious
world in which, for all God’s people, there
is a place prepared. Aund whils from the
anticipation deriving influences of sovercign
virtue to sustain and chees amid all the
troubles of this earthly scene, and inspire
new vigour in the prosecation of our
heavenward course, let it avail also to calt
forth the devp gratitude of our souls to the
Redeemer mighty to save, to-whoze ineff-
able love and abounding grace we are in-
debted for all that is bright and animating
in our present hope, and for all that will
be glorious aud blissful in its eternal frui-
lion. Now to Him that loved us and
washed us from our sins in His own blood,
and hath made us kings and priests to
God, even the Father, to Him be glory
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen,

“WE SHALL BE CHANGED.”

Some menwent to China ounce, aud becauss
they were forbidden to carry the silk-worm
out of the-country, they hid some of the liitle
creatures’ egzs in the top of their staves, and
so. out of those two dry staves came all the
silk-worms in 1urope since. What a wonder !
A poor rag-picker tukes a short stick in hig
hand, and goes into. the dirty gutters of the
streets of the city, and picks up little bits of
rags and paper.  These he puts ioto his dirty
bag. But these are washed and made over,
and come out the pure, white sheet of paper,
beautifal enough to have the Queen write on
it. 'Who can doubt that God can take thess
paor Liodies and out of them raise a new and
better body ? Qut of the very darkuess and
boues of the grave he can make something
that will be brighter than the sun for ever



THE G00D NEWS.

A’ DREXM THAT IS NOT ALL
P DREAM. -

. » s .

*- A merchant at the close ofa day duting
which, in addition to uncommon business
perpleiity, his patience had been sovely
taxed"by ropeated and imgportunate ap-
plications for donations to varfous charities,
found himself in his favorite retreat—-his
library. Wrapped in & sumpluous gown,
his feet ¢lad in edsy and richly-wrought
slippers; he had flung his* wearied fraive
into his study chair, and, exhausted by the
cares of "the day, be fell asleep. In his
slegphe dreamed. In his drenm he saw a
stranger standing before him, who, drawing
A paper from his bosom, thus addressed
i 2 :

“My friend, T eome to beg of you, in
view of the special necessitics of our
Muster’s. causa at this time, an incrense, for
his year, of one-third upon jour ordinary
subscription to the cause of Foreign Mis-
gions.” _

«Sir,” he replied, “ this year will be to
mne one of uncommon expenze. My new
hopse is jost finished and furnished, and
such are the deiands upon my purse, that
I shall hardly be able to give'as much for
ihat eause as I dig jast year.”

The stranger thed Jdrew forth a seeond
paper.from-his bosom, and made the same
request with reference to the Domestic
Misgion work. -

The merchunt, annoyed at this, repeated
his reply with additional etaphasis and in
briefer” terme,

No way disconcerled by the rebuff, the
strangér, laying the two papers upon the
table, and divawng another from his hosom,
inade 2 like request in beiialf of the Bible
causes - - .

To this the half-angry merchant gave a
short and not over-kind response.

This paper the stranger Taid upon the
table, and drew still another from his
bosom, and asked the same favor for the
Colporteny work.

This request Deing answered with a
frown, the stranger laid it upon the table,
dtew forth yet another, and asked for a fike
increase to ‘his ordinary subscription for
thet, “And so he continued his appeals,
uatil quite 2 pile of subsciption papers lay
upen the mierchant’s table, whils the irri-
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tated, and, in his oivn view, itsulted man,
looked on in sullen silence. T

At Jastthe stiznger, mors in sorrow tlihn
in anger, yet in a tone that thrilled the
listener to bis very heatt, said: »

“Look at me, and listen! Five years:
ago you were on the very verge of bank+
ruptey.  Your fortune seemed justspreadst
ing its wings to leave you penniless, and
your family without means to buy eveu’
bread to eat.  And in that dark hour, O%
how you prayed—prayed for relief fromy:
the threatened ruin!  Who was it that
pitied your distress, heard your prayer, and:,
rolled the dismal cloud away »

“Seven vears ago, you lay upon whatt
you deemed, and-your weeping friends con-
sidered, -a bed_of death. “The physician:
had given up all hope. Aml when you:
thonght of that woman soon to become as.
widow,. of those children soon to become,
orphaus, and of their probable strugeles,
with privation and want, you turned youy
face to the wall and wept. 0! how bittei
were those temrs!  And you cried out for
reprieve—Yeprieve until you might make
some provision for their wants, Who
was it heard that piteous cry, and gave you
what you asked ? -

“« Z'en years ago, your oldest boy sank’
inte the grave.  As the hour drew on, you
saw that be was dyingin despair.” Andiad
you thought of the. awful future thaf
awaited him, you remember the-anguish of
vour spirit. ~ Buntering your closet, yout
Tocked the door, and speut one long night’
in dgonizing praver.  You prayed not for
the life, but for the soul, of your darling.’
«0 God? you eried, ¢save, save, for Jesus’
sake, save the soul of my dying child?
Whe was it heard that piayer and sent,
your son to heaven in the trivmphs of faith
and the joys of a biilliant hope of everlast-
ing bliss?
|« Iifteen yeurs ago, you were in the gall
of bitterness and in the bounds of iniquity.
A sense of your guilt seized you, and for
days and weeks there seemed to be uo rav
of hope for your poor soul.  The davkness
becamie more intense.  Comfort forsooi
your spirit by day, and sleep your eves by
night.  Dut just when a settled despamit
seemed to seal up your spirit to an awful
doom, 'the light: Troke, and you sprang
froni despuir to the arms of 3 2brgivin§
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Redeemer, and a joy like that of heaven:
filled your cup. to overflowing. Who was'
it.pitied. rou 1 that dark hour, and teok
Four singaway §”

As the merchant listened to-the thrilling
tule, -trewbling seized bis limbs, a sweat
broke out u%ou' his brow 3 and.lookirg up,
hosaw two bands beld out to him.  They
Kad: beon pierced with nails, and were
dropping blood. &lancing at the face of
the speaker, he saw streams of blood Jike
great tears streaming down that face of
love, from the wounds made by the crown.
of thorns. Theside, too, bad been pierced
with, a spear, and. the feet were torm and
kleeding,

“And as be gazed, he- awoke. It was a
dredzm; but deep in, his soul be knew that
iHwasnot alka dream, And kneeling upon
the foor, ke lifted bis hands to beavenand
¢riedk for pardon, and then and there he
pledged his soul, his body, and: his fortene
to. Him- whose life-blood ‘had been poured
et for bis salvation.

THE UNSEEN.

@an. Tsee the wind'on a stormy day ¥
Beannot.  But I gau see the. effects of its
foree and powar, When I see the clonds
duiven before i, and the-trees bending -
dor it~~when ¥ hear it whistling throngh
doors.and windows, or howling sound the
ol chissney-tops. I do. not forra moment
doubt its existenca. I say, < There isa,
wind™  Just wu it i witly the precance-of
the- Spirit in the soul,

Onn. k see tho deis of heaven as it fulls
on aswmmer evening? L canuot. It
comes. down sofuly andl gently, noisolesss
and impereeptible. But when.I go foxth
in the morning, aftera cloudless night, and
see every leat sparkling with. molsture, and.
teel every blade of grass damgs and wet, 1
say at once, «Ehere hias been a dew.”
Justsa it is with the presence offthe Spirit
in the soul.

Cau I see-the hand of the. sower when T
walk through the corn-fields inthe montk
of July? Deaonot.  Isee mothing but
millions of eaus rich with grain, and bend~
ing to the growndl with ripeness.  Bub do
2 suppozo thag harvest came by chance and
et of itedlft X suppose vothing of the
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kind. Tknow; when Ivsea:those-cornficldm,,

‘that the plough and-the. harrow were at

work one day, and that a hand has been

there whick sowed the seed. Just so it im

with the work of the Spirit in. the:soul,
Can T e the magnetie fitsid in the-cem-

‘pass-needlo? I cavnot. It acts in aHid~

den mysteriour way. But when T'iea that:
little pieco of iron always turning to the-
north, I know at once, thab it is-under the.
secrel influence of magnetic power. Jist:
80 i]t is with the work of the Spisit im the-
soul.

Can 1 see- the mainsyring of my-watck:
when I lbok upon its face? I cannot.,
But when B see the fingers going round,
and telling the houss.and. minutes. of the-
day in. regular sucoession, I do-not donbt.
the mainspring's existence. Just so is it
with the work of the Spirit,

Qan 1 see the stecrsman- of the homes
ward-bound: ship whén she comes fiist into.
sight, and ber sails whiten the horizont:
1 cannol.. Bub whes. I standt on the pier~
Bead, and see that ship.working her courss-
over thesea towards the harborr's mouth,
like a. thing of lifl, I know well there s one-

‘at the helm who guides her movementa..

Just g0 is.it with the-work of the-Spirit.——
Ryla. :

HOW SHALL WE ESCAPE !

“-How shalliwe escape,. if we néglect :so»
great salvation. ?'~(Heb. ii..3.)

That is a selemn question, my: friend, andi
dpsenxes serious considerations Y ou:dp. nots
depy that: yomare in:daeger, nor thel s vay
of escape is provided ;. bat- yoware-nokdis.-
posed:to 1ake advantage of it; and-youeask, Ja.
there any other 2 & this. be neglseted;.to:
whavnext may yow tara ¥

God answers,~Fhere-is no. otker- way.—-
“Neither is there salvation.in any other: for-
there ispone othen name under heaven given:
among men whereby we must be saved) -
(Mctsiv. 12) “He that believeth. not: tho-
Son, shall not see. Iifes, but the wrath.of; God
abideth, on himy"—(Jobn.iii, 36.)

Beasen answers,~Fhere con beno. othen.
This is o greafsadysition, o way in which the.
justice and:holiness 0§ God:can. be-teconciled!
with, hig:meroy.. angs the just God be- slso. the:
Sexciorp- off sinners. It is & scheme of- grece-
workng of Hisuself) sacth as: ke alpna couldl
bave conceivedge execute®. Xf thik ha bes
jeated, we canexpect no. other choie,
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.. Bkpericnoe anawers,—There is no other.—
() lxigteeri to tho- '(ggm‘nl souhds- which réach
ua from the shores-ofn darketernity | Thou-
Sands of lost souls tell us with one voice of
anguish, “There 'is no-other way of esoaps {
#¥e rejectod the-gront salvation, and we are
Rore for ever I

Ob; eseape now for:thy life! Triffe uo lon-
gor with this great salvation. Y.ou suy,—*1I
-am not: making & model of Christ,~I am not
tellng others to refuse him,—Iam pot tramp-
ling the blood of the-eovonant under my awn
feet,—1: am oaly ne,f;lccting it Ah, but
aeglect will be fatal ! 'There is no. neatral
-ground heve, no middle place of safety. If
ot in-the Refuge, you mustimeet the storm.
inallits.-fury. You must either escape inthe-
Tife-boat;.or perishiin the sinking vessel.

—-—hr TP

WILLIE!S FIRST OATH.

A\ litdle boy came in. from, school the
other day, looking very unbappy. Was
‘He hurt: No. Had the boys plagued
Him? No. Hadhe been in mischief?—
No, What was-the matter with Willie?
He hardly spolie-at supper time, and ate
vory little,  His mother went up to bed

~with. him, 'and' she asked again « Willie,
whatails you dearf” «Mother,” said he
—=“mother I swore. The minute I spoke
it I was afraid of God, and ren home.—
Mother, if I conld only wipe those wicked
words out. of my mouth—if I only could.
Mother, will God_forgive me, ever forgive
me for taking his holy name. in vain?—
Pray for me, motber,! and Willie sank
upon his knees and hid his face. His
mother did pray for him, and Willie did
pray for himself—prayed to. be forgiven—
prayed- that he-might never, never profane
the nama of God again. “I'd rather be
dumb-all 1y life long,” said Willie, “than
tn be-a swearer.”

The next day e asked his mother to
write:down all the Bible said about pro-
fine swearing;. he wanted the word of
God. on the suliject, he said, “he wanted
to study it, and stick it on his mind, and
earny it about with him: everywhera; so.
she found and copied this text>
~ «Thou shalt not take the name of the.
Zord thy God in vain; for the Lord wilk
a0t bold him guiltlass who taketh his-name
I vain"—Ex. xx..8, Fhia iy, tha third

unmuudmait,
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“THE OBJECT OF LIVING)

The richest minin s commercials city:
stopped the mouth- of a graribler- byy asiing:
if bé would become the- maunager. of: al}/his.
=gropprty fot his * food and. elathes;?'for, Baid:

B, “lhatinall I'get) And; when, oue Bdta
hirmngelf candidly. to. inqpire whatielue he- géte
out.of the parsuit-of wealth, or e pessessin,
he is.driven to-the admissiow that, irr reslity,
he has uothing which may not be enjoyed: b
those who have but little of his riches. AK
that money will not buy—-contentment, love,
and heaven—all is just as truly within ‘the
rench of others, as of him who counts his gold
by millions.. Money will not huy peacs’ of

mind, It canuot make a softer pillow than

the poor man has, who goes to bed with s
elear: conscience and comfortable health.—
Baut from time immemorial to time present,
men have been chasing after wealth as if it
could buy that which they seem to ‘have less
‘of after they are rich thao ever before, -

Bat there is luxury in fstag, il there ja not ,

pertect bliss iu living io loxury. Thére ia.

Inxury in living, if the true end and aim of-

life are kept in view. 'There is the possibikity:
of amassiong a store of wealth, thut will yielé'
permanent satisfuction, giving to its possessor
all the enjoyment that the noblest miud can
crave, and this without the possibility that.it
will diminish with yeass, or pall on the taste
from long experience. T'his is to be found in
a life of vserciNess. And this is the most:

that any man cao. get out of life, who looks at.

the grand object for which as a rationalae-.
countable being, he ought.to live. .
T'o-be usefui, he must be holy. Wirtue is
the maivspring of all right action, and he'who
has his heart right, loves to.act apight., His
own soul being at peaee, bhe looks. out upon
the world and seeks for objects an which %o
spend his sympathies and powers. Being
good, he desires to do good.  His own good-
ness makes him 8 compsnion, of the great
Aauthor of all goodness, with, whom he has
commppion as friend with friend. He com-
muies with. holiness in all kindred minds, and
feels his spiritin sweet accord with. it, where-,
ever found in the universe, "This sympathy.
with the pure lifts him above a world’ of gin,,
and delivers hiw. from the suffering he would
endure if the shafts of the wicked could reach
him. Conscious of always meaning to do,
right, and strong in his pirposs, it is no great;
triakito have his good-s¥il sppken of, or not;
speken of atrall:  He cupi bean opposition ‘or.
neglect, assnred; thut all things. will work to-.
gether for-his good, thoueh his own.good ig;
the least. of the motives.that propel him to his,
course of, action, With siiclr.an éven mind,,
15,2 oy, to, him, to.de, and.ngt.a, mjséry- 1
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puffor ! Even pain hecomes sweet when en-
.dured in a good coause, and he counts not
even hia life dear, if by its sacrificeho can
win-the great.end for which life was given.

Not those only who are doing great things
are working out the object of life,  Here s
the grand error over which thousands stumble
into liyes of inglorious action, Becnuse they
canpot be leaders, they.will not be soldiers.
Becauge they canuot do some great thing,
they will do notbing, 'I'he names of martyrs
and reformers; of philanthrophists, and of
many who havé done the world some great
service, ring in their ears; and would rouse
them to action, if. they saw afeld of duty and
» harvest ripe for theirsickle. . Butthe world
is not.ig neud of such spirits -only.  When
they are wanted, they will come at the celt of
God; and stand. in their lot to do and die.—
‘What the world ueeds now, is o race of men
_and women to be holy themselves, and show
the power of holiness to those around. them.
Jet each map; as did the returning Jews,
baild the wall of the tity over against his own
door; and soop. the work will be doue, aud
well done.  Let every man do good as he
Jhas opportunity, and the opportuuities will be
-abuudaat, and Le will have vo time to spare.

Speciully, let bim see to it, that his own
vineyard is not left to lie waste, whilehe cul-
tivates the vineyards of others: but watering,
training, and pruning his own vines, let hnn
teoch by example, abd distribute of hie fruits
among those who have less.

They soon learrs the object of living, who
thus labour to do good. 'They find that to
enjoy God, is to esjoy everything worth pos-
sessing.  And this glorious reward is not so
wmich o gift as o resnlt. It flows into the
heart of him who-bas the great end of life in
vieav; und when this life i¢ ended, it becomes
his joy for ever—JV. ¥. Observer.

o+

LITTLE ACTS.

Littile acts are the clements of {ruo great-
ness. They raise life's value, hke the little
figures over the larger ones mnarithmetie, to
its bighest power. ‘I'he; ore the tests of cha-
racter and disinteresteduess; they are the
steaws of fife’s deceitlul cucrent, thut show the
current’s way. ‘vhe heart comes all out ju
them. They move on the dial of churucter
and respousibility, siguificantly. ‘They indi-
cate the charaeter and destivy. They help to
moke the immortal man. It motters not so
much where weare or what we are. It is
aldom- that acts of moral hecoism zre called
wt:  Rather, the veal heroiam of life is, to do
2l its littlo duties promptly and faithfully.
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HOW 'TO NOURISH THE SPiRIT OF
PRAYER. o

Sw— %

The power fo walk in the Spiritia given

by the Spirit; but ecither all have not this

power, or all donof use it. I think rather if;
is that all have it not, for if they had. it, a
power s0 mighty and so bepeficent, ,they
surely conld not belp using it. Al have ik
not; but I do not say that they all might
uot have it; on the contrary, all might have
it, bat in point of fact they have it not.
They have it not because they seek it not;
for an idle wish is ove thing; a. steady, per-
severing pursuit is another.  They seek not
the Spirit by the appointed means, the means
of prayer and atlending to God's boly Word,
and thivking of lifc, aud deuth, and judge-
ment. :

Do those seek the Spirit of God who
never pray to God? Clearly they do uot.
For they who never pray to God never think
of him; they who vever think of him, by the
very force of the terms, it followy that they
cannot seek his help.  And yet they suy,
“Ub, I wish to be good, but I cangot!’—
But this, in the Janguage of the Scripture, is
a lie.  If they did wish to be good, they
would seck the-help that could make them so.
‘I'here is no boy so young asnot 1o know that,
when temptation is on him to evli, prayer to
Ged will “strengthien hun for good. As sure
ag we live, if he wished really to overcome
the temptation; he wonld seels the strength,

Consider what prayer iy, and see how it
cannot but strengthen us.  11e who stands in’
a sheltered place, where the wind csonot
reach bim, and with no branches over his
head to cansea damp share, and then holds
up bis face or his handg to the sun in his
strength, can hie help feeling the sun’s warmth?
Now, thus itis in prayer: we turn to (lod,
we bring our souls, wiih all their thoughts and
feelings, fally before hin; and by the very
aet of so doing, we shelter omselves from
every chill of worldly carve, we clear away
every iuterceptiog screen of worldly thought
and pleasure. It is an awful thing so to
submit aurselves wholly to the milaence of
God.  But doit; aud assurely as the sun wilk
warm us if we stand in the sun, so will the
iver of light and life to the soul pour his
Spirit of lifo into us; even as we pray, we be-
come changed info bis hmage. )

This is vot spoken extravagantly. I ask
of auy one who kas ever prayed in earnest,
whether, for that time, and while he was so
praying, ho did not feel as it were another
man; & man able todo the things which he
would; & man redeemed and free? . But
most true is it, that this feeling.passes away
but tov soon, when the prayeris done, Biilly
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for tho time, there is the effect; we know what
it:is to put .oursolves, in:& mdnner, benedth
tho.rays of God's grace;.but we-do not abide
there long, and then we feel “the damp and
the cold of earth aguin,

Therefore, says the apostle, “ Pray without
censing.” If we could literally pray always,
it is clear that we should sin never: it may
be thus that Christ’s redeemed at his coming,
ag they will be for ever with him and with
the Father, can therefore sin no more. For
where God is, there is no.place left for sin.—
But we eannot pray always; we cannot pray
the greatest portion of our time; nay, we can
pray, in the common sense of the term, only
a very small portion of it. Yet, at least, we
can take heed that we do pray sometimes,
and that our prayer be truly in carmest.—
We can pray theu for God's help to abide
with us when we are not praying; we cah
commit to his care, not only our hours of
sleep, but our hours of worldiy waking. “I
have work to do, I have a busy world
around me; eye, ear, aud thought will be all
needed for that work, done in and amidst
that busy world; now, ere I enter upon it, I
would commit eye, ear, thought, and wish to
thee. Do thou bless them, and keep their
work thino; that us, through thy natural laws,
my heart bleeds and my blood flows without
my thonrght for them, so my spiritual life
may hold on its course, through thy help, at
those times when my mind cannot consciously
turn to thee, to commit each other thought to
thy service.”

But 1 dare not say that by any the most
argent prayers, uttered only at night aund
morning, God’s blessing can thus be gained
for the wholeintervening day.  Jor, intruth,
if we did aothing more, the prayers would
soon cease to be urgent; they would become
formal—that is, they would be no prayers at
all.  For prayerslives in the heart, and not in
the mouth; it consists not of words, butwishes.
And no man can set himself heartily to wish
twice a-day for things, of which he never
thinks at other times in the day. So that
prayer vequires in & mauner to be fed, and its
food is ta be found in veading sad thinking; |
in reading in God's Word, and in thinking |
about him, aud about the world as being his |
work.

Young men and boys are generally, wo
know, not foud of reading for its own sake;,
and when they do read for their own pleasure,
thay naturally read something that interests
them.., Now, what are called serions books,
including certaioly the Bible, do not interost
them, and therefore they are not commonly
read. “What shall we say, then? Arse they
oot'interested in becoming good, in learning
to.do the things which they would? If they
S I w B e
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. . Lo
are uot, if they cars not for the boudage of
simend -death; there- is-qf course, nothing -to
be snid; then they .are condemmned already:
they are not the children of God. - But .one
says, “I wish I could {ind interest in o serious
book, Lut I canuot” Observe again, “Yo
caunot do-the things that yo would,” becatse
the flesh and the spitit are contraty to -one
another. Mowever, to roturn to liim who
snys this, the answer to him is this—*The
interest cannot come without the reading; it
may, and will, come withit.” Tor interest,in
o subject depends very much on our kuow-
ledge of it; and so it is with the things of
Olrist.  Aslong asthelife ond death of Christ
are strange to us how can we be iuterested
about them? But read them, thisking of
what they were, and-what were their ends;
aud who can help being interested - about
them? Read them garefully, and reod them
often, and they will bring before our minds
the very thonghts which we need, and which
the world keeps contipually from us, the
thoughts which naturally feed our prayérs;
thoughts not of self, nor selfishness, nor plea-
sure, not passion, nor folly, but of such things
as are traly God’s—love, and self-denial, and
purity, and wisdom. "These thoughts coms
by readng the Scriptures; and strangely de
they mingle. at Srst with the common evif
thoughts of our-cvil nature. But they soon
find a2 home within us, and more good
thoughts gather vound them, and thers comea
i o time when daily life with its various bust.
uess, which once sesmed to shut them out
altogether, now miuisters to their nourish-
ment, . .
Whevrefore in conclusion, walk in the Spivit,
and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesu;
but do even the things which ye would.—
And ye can walk in the Spirit, if yo seek for
the Spirit; if ye seek himy by prayer, and by
reading of Christ, and the things of Christi—
I¢ we will de neither, then most assuredly we
are not seekine liim; if we seek him not, we
shall. never find him. I we-find him: not; we
shall never be able to.do the«thingy that we
would: we shall never be.. redesined, never
made free, but our souls shall be overcome
by their evil nature, as suvely as oor bodies
by their diseased nature, till one death shalk
possess us wholly, a death ¢f body and of
soul, the death of eternal misery. C

]

Curist is the righteounsness of all them
that truly believe in Him. Ho for them paid
their ransom by His death, He for them
fulfilled tho law in His life. -So that cow, in
Him, atd by Him, every true’ Cliristian may
be cailed g, Tulfiller of ‘the law; forasmuch 5s
that \hich their infifmity lacked, Christs
justicahith supplied.* SRt
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"Alas) how we run into extremes! ‘Ote
nan makés a slave of his wife, anothér
makes herhisidol. To-day sheis'fiattéted,
to-morrow oppressed. Heathenism' crushits
her,Mohammedanism sendnalé2és her, Ro-
mahnien: deifies her with the soveteignty of

THE ‘40D WEWY,

Hstit thiéteris'h highérlibnour due to ik
"han ‘this. ‘Tt §s HgHr that you should
Ihonour her 4s ‘your‘chosen companion foé
'life; as the shaver of your trials, your plea-
sures, aud ydur name; as the guardian o
your intetedts, the ‘dispenser of your com-
fotts, and the mother of your offspring.—
‘Slie is thus associated with you in all that

heaven; but #'.6 Scriptures ‘keep us “cledr | {g honourable on earth. Buat, hononrabls

from such blasphemy ‘dtid folly. What is
dtie ‘to the wife is neithéridolatrats Jove,
wlhiich a jealous'God s 8uité to resent, ‘nor
cold neglect, which is ds uritndnly as it is4uin-
christianj but tliatshe'be held in honorable
esteem,—* giving hongur to the wife ‘as
unto the weaker ‘véssel.”

Honouir her with'your'undying dffection.
You will ‘ineet ‘with ingratitude and scorn
énough frdm thewolld. "What'can ydur
hearts find to love, if 'you look -wakindly
towards eachother;=the objects ‘of your
settled choice, to ‘whdin, on your bended
koee, you plighted your mutual vows, ce-
mented, pesdiaps, by those living and last-
ing pledges of'your wedded love, which are
growing up “like olive-branches round
about your table You love your child-
ren because thev ure part of yourselves;
you love yaour wives
yourselves, for «*he that Joveth bis wife
Joveth himself;” and no man—he is not a
man, he is‘unworthy of the name—« ever
hated bis own ‘flesh.”

‘Hyuour Ler by reposing confidencein her
‘at howe. Home is wowman's proper
sphere.  She has not the look, the hand,

ecause they arejin

as'marriage is, if it has been “marringe in
the Lord,” your wifu is associated with you
in 'a more honorable carcer than this, in
‘which you are fellr.w-travéllers to the
same kingdom—comrades fighting side by
side in the same conflict, and heirs together
of the same-unfading inheritance. There-
fore, honour ber, by frequently kueoling
together in prayer. If you are heiis to-
gether of the grace of lifs, yon will be
{:Jleaders together at the Father's thvone,
o soul quickened to life by God the Holy
Ghost can live without prayer Married
persons have speeial need to give them-
selves untv prayer. I, by disregarding
this duty, you veglect God, He will as-
suredly neglect you. Domestic happiness
is a teader plant, it grows but slowly in
this unkind world. But there are proofs
many, many Christian liouscholds,
that God can mahe it grow. But God’s
blessing is given in answer to His people’s
prayers. None need 1o pray with more
unwearied supplication than husbands and
wives. God can touch you in many
ways. How entirely dependent you are

upon God’s blessi. ¢ in your weridly affairs ¥

the voice, to encounter the struggle of a|¢The blessing of the Loid, it maketh rich;
‘'disordered world. 'The public guee of rude | and he addeth no sorrow with it (Prov. x.
and wanton eyes was not meant for her.| 22.) Pray that lle may sanctify your
In the retirement of domestic life, adnin- | comforts and your crosses, His smile ean
Tstering the affuits of berhousehold, mould- | gladden life’s darkest sceno; His friown
En% the Wminds and habits of her children, | can wither life's gayest prospect. If yoh
diffusing an alr of cheerful contentment | are joint heirs of an iuberitance above, go
arcund her own fireside, yendy to greet) often thither in spirit, taking sweet counsel
her husband with amiles of welcome when ) together at the throns of graee; let your
he returns from the toilsome cares of his! souls ieathe freely in that heavenly el
daily lot; this is woman's proper element. | ment; feast in. faith and hope en the
Let her cultivate her graces there, and she| things, unseen.and unimagived, which God
will flourish, Letthe poor man bring her} bas Jaid up for you there. Cultivate the
his hard-edrned’ wages, and show limself} babit of much prayer. Tt is nol enough’
pleased with the comfoits swhich her frugal | that you pray morning and evening ity
economy. makey tliem to yicld; and let| your family,—that of course youi do,—
others confide in the discrest circumspec: | but pray with one anpther. , Tt Will obtaity
tion of their wives, without suspicion and | strength for your duties, ané comfiert in
without grdging. your trials. 1t will securs His abiding
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yitesuntt Whoso favolr. 38 better thawr life,
‘and. Judtiny dasetornity. It will keep fur
awhy frotn your dwelling the jar of diwgord,
“or the'frown of discontent, It will conze-
tcrate your sbolle as the house of God ; and
“while'the dwellings of others are lighted
rup for ¥litter and Yanity, and resound with
the harp, the tabret, sud viol, your peace-
“ful habitation will be like t'. upper room
at Jerusalem,—the sélected spot in which
“Jesus loved to visit and bless Hisdisciples,
where trouble was twrned Jnto gladness,

and dark clouds melted into sunshine and.

-Joy—Rev. W. B, Mackesizie, M.4.

A STRIKING ARGUMENT,

«<Every transgression of physical law
meets penalty, does it not ¥
» #6Yes)!

“¢There is ‘no pardow, then, for such .

‘transgression §’
«eNo.?

"«¢Js there a radical -Qifference between
‘ransgressing physical aud transgressing
moral laws

“&No, I suppose not.’,

¢ Well, then, if Godpardons the trans-
sgression of woral laws, what detontes of the
penalty &

“+This was all. T could not answer it

Xt would not do to say that the penalty is

~cancelled by God'spardomfor such asystam
would introduce anarchy into the wni-
werse it once; it would either imply that
God does not vule by faw, but only by
-advice, or it would introduce the absurdity
of naming that law which has no penalty,
whereas it is tire very essence of law that
penalty i3 the award of its transgression.
1t was plain that any temporal ruler who
should disperse with penalty on the mere

&3

ON THE DUTY OF AVOIDING
TEMPTATION,

An angel, pothaps, does not need to be
warned against the exposute of himself to
temptation, forthers- may be: no ingredient
in his constitution that can be at all
affected by it; but not so with man, com-
pounded as he is, and made up az his
cunstitution is here of two great depart-
ments, one of which is proune to evil, and
that continually; and in the other of
which lie all those principles and powera
whose offica it is, if not utterly to
extingtish this proneness, at least to repress.
its outbreakings. In these circumstances.
it is assuredly not for man to thrust him-
sélf into ascene of temptation; and: when
the alternative is at his own will whether
he shall-shun the encounter or shall dare
it, his business is to shon, and the whole
of Scripture is on the side of cantionsness
rather than of confidence in this matter?
and wo may be assured that it is oar part,
in every case, to expose nothing, and to
bazard rothing, unless there be a call of
duty, which is tantamouat to a call of Pro-
vidence, When the trial is of our own
bringing on we have no wariant to hope
for a successful issue. God will grant sue-
tour and support against the onsets which.
temptation maketh upon us, but He does
nol engage Himself tostand by us in the
presumptaous onsets which we make upon
temptation. We better consult the medi-
ocrity of our powers, and better suit our
habits to the real coudition of our mingd
and adulterated nature, when we keep, ns,
far as in us lies. our determired distance
from every allurement—when with all our
might, we restrain oar tendéncies to evil
within from coming into contact with the
excitements to evil that are without—whien

ground that offenders confess their wrong- | we make a covenunt with our eyes to turh
<doing and beg for pardon, would uanseat | them away from the gight of vanity; and

his rule at once.
above {odged in the mind, must lead in
time to the acceptauce of mercy through
Christ, whe borge the penalty of sin ¢in his
Vody- on the tree” And though I did not
come to the great ides of substitution at
once yet lrere was ahelp at any rate. It

sopened my ejes to the fact that the evan-,

gelical scheme is worthy of study} that it

ndets sturdy difficultics, and looks them |
. ;| most resolttely to floe from if— Chulmers.”

ip thefuce™ . .

Swch questions us the | whether the provocation be to anger, or evil

speaking, or ditemperance, or any way-
ward and vicious indulgence whatéver, lot
us beassured that we cannot be too prompt
in our alarms, or too-early in our measures,
whether of prevention or resistance; and
that in every one instance where we have it
in onr power, and no dereliction ‘of duty is
implied, it is'our wise and aalutary part, not
nost gesolutaly to face the provocation, but
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TO OUR, CHRIS’I‘IAN FRIENDS,
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, With the c)ose of ewbteen hundred and
quty-four, another year of our evnugehshc
enterprise will have ended. It is now
about.six years since we commenced, in a
véry humble way, the publication of « The
E’vxmgelizer,” since which we have con-
tinued to issue it monthly, and bave added
4 few other publications of a kindred char-

acter:
The religious publications that now

perfodically issue from our office arer—
Tus Goop Ngws, Tae Grap Tmives,
Tue Evaxcerizewr, and Tur Moxtney
MESSENGER, the united cireulation of whick
B equal to about five hundred thousand
boges of tract « .atler in the month—an
amount which we understand considerably
exceeds the issue of all the Tract Societies
in Canada. This amount of religious
reading scattered over the Jand must, with
the blessing of God, be an imporiant means
along with the other instrumentalities at
wor}. of Jeavening the con:munity with the
gospel.

This circulation is mhinly among sub-
seribers to one or other of the perzodwa]S,
whose subscriptions are voluntarily sent in
lo the office, or soliciied by our travelling
agents; but also among individuals who
are {00 poor or Loo careless 1o procure such
reading, and who receive gratuitously from
our office through distributors.

The evangelical character of our pubii-
cations is now generally known in Canada,
and the best evidence of their catholicity is
thé fact that they circulate extensively
among members of every Chuistian deno-
mination. We can advecate their claims
to general support on the ground of their
dmmcter, on their bemfr published in
Canada, and on their freedom from secular
intelligence or advertisements, as specinlly

adapted for Sabbath reading; but the par--

ticulsr grounds.on which we would plesd
for.special syrmpathy and support are—

THE GOOD -NEWS.
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(1), The dgeucy whick we have.em-
ployed- in bringing our periodicals: before
the public. The longer we continue in this
work, the more gatisfled we are that-this 1¢
a most important thing for the countey.
The gospel requires to be supplied before
a demand exist; and for this purpose it ia
as necessary that agents should travel with
periodicals and books as with the Bibla.
This agency we have endeavoured to em-
ploy extensively, by engaging respectable
and pious young men on saiary and on
commission. Through their instrumenta-
lity, our publications have entered thou-
sands of families, into which they would
not have entered without such an iustru-
meutality ; but the agency is expeusive and
its control luboricus and diffieult.

(2.) The gratuitous distribution. Ever
since we began to publish we have given
away a large number of ¢ Evangelizers,™
for distribution in localities destitute of the
aospel or to people too poor or too. care-
Tess to parchase such reading.

“This gratuitous cirenlation has amount-
ed to the value of abous jfour thousand
Jowr kundred dollars, to aid in which we
have reccived a little more than siztecn'
kundred dollars. The disparity between
our receipts and the value of our cxpondi-
ture is so great, that we have often been
sorely disconraged, and our usefulness both
cramped and confined; '

‘We do not think it teo mueb to ask the
Christian public who may read this state-
ment, to aid in reducing this balance.
There is no benevolent enterprise in Canada
conducied with the same vigovr and effi-
ciency, that costs the community so ittle.
We give our own services in conducting it.
without charge, and though we preach the
gospel as frequently as most of our minis--
terial brethren, we receive no salary, or no
remuneration for it. We have no dgents
for colleclmg donahons to whom large:
sslarios bava to be paid; and though wa-
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are quite willing to .be. out of pocket be-
sides, we.aro not willing that our energies
or usefulness should ks intérfeved with.
‘Wo have for some time set our heart
upon procuring a steam-press and some
additional type. Our present press and
type are about worn out, and we cannot do
long as they are. We need at the least a
thousand dollars to procure what we re-
quire. If we borrowed that sum we would
never be able to pay it, so that if we get
them at all, it must be through the dona-
tions of thoss whom the Lord stirs up {o

belp us.
. There is a work to be done, and but a

short time to do it. 'We have had many
co-workers since we commenced this enter-
prise, but very many are already in the
world of spirits. We too, and you also,
raader, will soon bo numbered amongst the
dead: let us therefore co-operate together
in the work of the Lord. Let us work

while it is called to-day, for the night!
comety, when no man can work,

BE NEAR ME.

\

Be near me, Lord, mny light and stay,

When fears and doubts perplex my way;

Be near me, when the tempter’s wile

Plies craftily my own hemit's guile;

Asg sunlight breaks through clouds and rain,
Be near me in my grief and pain.

I know Thon art not far, O T.oxd,

From him who walketh by Thy word;

I kno\y *tis but the ciond of sin

That hides Thee from my heart within;

1 know Thou dost not veil Thy face

From him who trusts Thy plenteons grace.

But Lord, my flesh doth faint ang fail:
Ay wealk heart sinks; my fears prevaily
Bine eye grows dim; I cannot see

The Presence that is life to me; |
Hold me, O Larg, that I iay know
Thou still art near me here heloxw.

For without Thee, my Christ, my Lard,
I find no joy oven in Thy Word,

XNo prowmise that is clear to me,

No strength, or hope, or victory;

But all is darkness, doubt; cnd fear,

1n heaven and earth, till ‘Thon art nearn

Be noar me, Lord, that T may flec
At once with all my cares to Thees
And when the traitor thought within
ould parley with tho lust of sin,
+ Thy strength unto my weaknesa bring,
4And keep the foxtyess {or ik King,

—xGood TWords,

~ .
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INDUSTRY IN A PREACHER.

Industyiousness lies at the bass of pulpit
power. We use it here #is equivalent to
iard study. Ordinationi does not biing
omniscience. ‘T'he pulpit has no magic to
infuse wisdom, and previons culture is not
a stock for a lifetime. One may have a
tiansient popularity without study, but the
cisterr: soon runs out, and the people soon
get tived of driveling and sentiment. Tt is
too late now to talk of God’s helping those
who do not help themseives. Though he
made the beast of Balaam to speak, he will
not countenance men in laziness. If he
does not need our wisdom, he certainly does
not our stupidity. It is an insult to God
to go idly up and down all the week (or al}
but Saturday), and tken on Sabbath bring:
an offering to the Lord “ which costs no-

{ thing,” « the blind, the Jame, the sick.” “a

corrupt thing for sacrifiee,” and ask God's
blessing on 1t. How can such prediching
have power? ¢ Give attention lo reading;
study to show thyself approved,” says
Without this, a Samson in native
talent will soon lose his locks. A strong
preacher must keep his mental powers in
working order. He must be a man of
rigid, unremitting diligence. He must
plough, and cross plough, and subsoil his
own mind, that it may yield nourishment;
to other minds.

P T U

CLEAVING TO CORIST.

I have seen a heavy piece of solid irow
hanging an another, not welded, not linked,
ot glued {o the spot, and yet it cleaved with
such tenacity asto bear uot only its own
weight but mine too, if I chose to scize and
hang wpon it. A wire charged with anelee-
tric current is in contactwith its wass, and
hence its adhesion.  Cut that wire through,,
or remove it by a hairs breadth, and the
picce of iron drops dead to the ground, like
any other unsupported weight.

A stream, of life from the Lovd, brought
into contact with & buman’ spirit keeps the
spirit cleaving to, the Lord so firmly that no
power on earth or hell.can wreach the two
asinder. From Christ the mysterious lile~
stream flows, through the being of a disciple
it spreads, and to the Lord it returns agains
In that circle the feeblest Ohristian is held.
safely, but if the circle be braken the dependsnt,
spirit instautly draps off.
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The Little Pond in tho Rock.

The cool drops of a semmet shower fell
copiously on a small ‘rocky idhnd # the
Pacific Ocean. There were mo ‘corn fields
on it to water, no pastures to keep green
tor cattle, uo fruits to nourish, Mo voots to
feed for man or bezst, :and wyet ‘this shower
fell as abundusdy, gnd e rain drops
pattered as joyfully, as if % ’had the great
geainGelds of the nation tofit for the har-
vest,aud e farmer's blessing to fullow 3.

#ind on ¥he second dayons ‘of this boats
«eapsizefl. The poor sailors were picked up
by the ‘ther beat, in which twenty-four
roen motw found shelter, and ‘close gtstters
#t was, .

For fostteen days aud ten hours they
were tossed on the wild ocean; water gons,
provisions gone, all but a little salt junk.

“ Water, water, watet!” was the agonit-
ing cry.

On the fifteenth day= small island hove
jin sight. They made for it, and drifting

And asGhe rain fell, it trickled down o0, iuto = little cove, climbed out upon the
# low place-among the rocks, ard made 8 yocks; but so cramped, so wet, so weak
rude pond tthere, ‘clear, prve, beautiful and | were they, they could scarcely drag thenr-
spatkling. No Ftue dog fapped it, no cows | selves up’its shagoy sides.  When at last
came to drink there, no wild beast slaked | they did, what sight rewarded their exer-
its thirst there; perhaps & strav sea-bird ! tions? Water, water, pure water, fresh
dipped iu its Lill, and then took wing, 'water, sparkling water. ~ It was the litde
leaving the litls pond all by itself alove. ' pond in a Lollow of the rocks. They ran
And could we have seen it we might huve | 1o it, they rolled themselves to it, and fall-
snid, « A, uscless little pond, why are ing down, plunged in their parched lips
you here?” and thinking a moment louger, ' and drank.  Health, strength, hope were
have added, « Well, you will svon dry up. in every draught. They blessed it, they
No matter; nobody sees you; uothing is wept over it, they thanked God for it, and
the better for you.”  But when we think | more, they had a meal by it.  Sore of the
and sy so, wo leave out God. God saw | gailors picked the green leaves of a tropical
the little poud. He formed it; he delight- ! 3

ed in ity sad bad @ purposs fu it. 1t was
as much a part of his great plan in mak-
ing the universe as vou wtud 1 are.

plant swhich grew in the crevices of the

i rocks; others, ranging the shore for drifte

wood to make a fire with, found on the
beach an old boat bottow up.  Turning it

The Zownsend, a brave ship, is plough- ; over, what should they sce but two skeles

ing its watery way to California. It is
Joaded with coul. Her soyage is abinost
over. They arve within a few weeks of
San Fraucisco.

“ls it uot stinging-hot on ship-board 2"
said the second miate one morning.

« Hot weather, sir,” answered a sailor,

‘ons of some poor, shipwrecked suilors liks

'themselves east on its desolate shores.

Filling a kettle, they Doiled the salt junk
and greens together, and made a soup for
supper. O, how gaod it tasted. ¢
Then did they lie down tc sleep?
“No,” ssid Captain Wooderson, “not

These decks bave an unuatural beat, ; till we ail fill our kegs and kettles with the

thought the sceond wmte.  He wan to the

veutilators, which let in air to the hold of
the ship, and a stream of kot air nearly
suffocated him.  Hurrving 10 the captain,
« Sir,” said he, * the ship’s on fira!

An examination was insizatly made.
The cou! had jguited, and sure enongh the
2hip was ou fire from stem to sten.

The horrors of such a situation on mid-
ocaan, who can deseribe?  Two Louts,
snanued aud provisivned, put to sea with
the crew, escaping for theiv lives, The
ship was soon ons maxs of flame, and at
Lt notbing wss seen but her smoking hutk
hissiug in the water.  The sea was rough,

water.”

Wiy, not put it off till to-morrow ? But
it was impressed upon the captain’s mind
to do it then, and everythivg that could
bold water was filled. The tired men
threw themselves on the vocks and went to
sleeps, nor did thev wake till the sun was
high up in the sky next morning. Wak-
ing up, they found the water in the hollow
of the rock had gone. The little pond biad
vanished.

It was the Szhbath,  Some of the crew
wanted to take the boat and start off again.

“XNo,” said the captain, “God is here,

!The God who gave us water out of 11y
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‘m&\it‘%o‘d ofthe Sabbath. We will rest
‘on this idknd to-day, and honor him.”
So they did,.and the next day, on the

A

'strength of what God had-done for them,

they pushed off from the rotky island to

JEursue their lonely voyage, whers ey
‘hardly knew. .

Before two days another island hovo in

sight, Tt proved to be Fuan Fethander,
where Robinson Ciusoe was'once &ist away
‘But they found things in ‘a bettér condi-
tion for them thaun ta Crisée’s day. The
"British goverament ridw teéps a depot of
«supplies ‘there* for sifipwretked mariuers,
-and the poor sailors *Sn Yldnding found a
hearty wdlcome—fotd, ‘clothing, shelter,
and a dottor, which86me of them by this
*time wers in sord nesd ‘of.

“ Hungry and tliltsty, their soul fainted
in them. Then they tried unto the Lord
in their trouble, and he brought them out
*of their distresses. He maketh the storin
= calm, sb’that the waves thereof are still.
Then they are glad because they be quiet;
50 hie brought them into a desired laven.
0 that men would praiss the Lord for his
ygooduess, and for his wonderful works to
‘the children of men (Ps. cviil)

LEGAL THIEVING.

There is many & mav who, if he makes
w bargain with another mun, and finds that
that man bas made about as much by the
transaction 83 he has, is sorrv, and says,
« 0, if I bad only kuown.” What would
lie have done? Ho would have driven the
bargaia tighter, and tried to make it so
that it would have been protitable at one
end. In other words, he would have tried
to be = thief; for a man that makes a
bargain so that the profit shall be all at
%his end,.is a thiel No bargain is right
where there is no profit at both ends. It
Jou are expart enough to chouse a man—
which is ouly another name for cheat—to
et the advantage of Lim iu & bargain, you
are expert euongh to be dishonest. Aud
10 bargain is & good bargain that is not
equitable, and equally Deneficial to both
partiea.  But many men, when they find
that those with whom they have been
gealing have muds about ss much 23 they,
foel somehow as though God's law hxd
teen broken, and that they ought to liave

oY

mads!pretty milch k) that was made. A
inan 'Buys & piece'of property to-day, and
sells Htito-murfow so as to make five thon-
“sanfi‘dollars. He learns that the man who
*bought it of Lim sold it the next day so
s tb “Hiake three or four thousand dollars:
;!no_ré‘; and his first ihought is, « If I had
held on to it, I shouid have made that.”
These mean souls are sorry to have any-
body else prosper by anything that they
have anything to do with, They would
like it if the whole world was one bieast,
and they were the ouly ones to suck it!
They would Jike it if they were the
Mississippi, and other men's prosperities
were streams emptying into it. 1f they
could have their own way, they would be
the channel through which the torpid
waters of universal prosperity should run
down into the gulf of destruction. Many
taen, greedy, greedy, greedy, never miea-
sure what tuey make by any honesty of
their own, nor by any moral standard, but
only by their jusane desire for more, and
more, aird more.  And wot only that, they
are always sorry if anybody «lse is prospes-
ous. How dutestable is that nature which
allies these men 10 the devill  And how
utterly opposity i3 it to the Divine nature;
or to a nrawiy Christian uvature, which
makes one more glad when another pro-
apers than when he himself prospers!

A RELIGION OF ¥FOUR LETTERS.

“There i3 a wide difference between
your religion and ming,” said a Christinn
lady to oue in whose sphitual condition
sha had lovg been interested.  * Indeed,”
saidl kg, “ how is that?” «Your religion,”
she replied, « has only two lettuis in 11, and
mine has jour”

It seens tLat this gentioman was cne of
that numerous cluss who mie seeking 1w
get to henven by their d sings, by attention
1o ordinances and ceremonies, by what the
zpostle, in the ninth of Hebrews, terms
«dead works.” But ho did not understand
nboul the ‘two letters” and#the ®four?
His friend had often spoken to him, and
on tho occasion to which our anecdote ye-
fers, she had called to take her leave of

him for soms time, 3s she was ubout 1o go
from home.

+
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. “What do you mean,” said he, ‘by
two letters and four?” «Why your reli-
gion,” said the lady, “is -0, DO; whereas
mine is p-o-N-8, DONE.” This was all
that passed. The lady took her leave; but
her words remained aod did their work in
the soul of her friend—a revolutionary

work verily. The entire current of his
thoughts was changed. Do is one thing;
dore is quite another. The former is legal-
ism; the latter is Christianity, It was a

novel and very original mode of putting
the gospel; but it was just the mode for a
legalist, and the Spirit of God used it ian
the conversion of this gentleman, When
next he met his friend, Le said to ber,
« Well, I can now say, with you, that my
veligion is d-o-n-e, DONE.” He had
learned to fling aside his deadly doings,
and rest in the finished work of Christ.
e was led to ses that it was no longer a
question of what he coulld do for God, but
of what Gud had done for him.

This settled everything. The four golden
lettars shone under the gaze of his emanci-
pated soul, “p-o-x-E™ Precious letters!
Precious wand! Who can tell the reliel to

a burdened heart when it discovers that all

is done? What joy 10 know that what I
have been tohiing for, it may Le many a
long vear, was all dous, over eighteen hun-
dred vears ago, on the cross!  Christ has!
done all. 12 has put away sin—magnified i

the law rnd made it honorable—satisfied !
the claims of divine justice—vanquished

Satan—taken thesting from death and the ;
t

victory from the grave—glo ified God in
the very scene in which He had been dis-
honoured—Dhrought in everlisting righte-i
ousness. ANl this is wrapped up in these
four golden letters. “p-0-w-2.” O, who
would not give up the two for the four?
Who would nut exchange “do,” for
“d-o-ne?”

Reader, what eay you to this? What
of yourreligion? Does it consist of two
letters or four? Tsit still # d-0” with you?
Or have yqu fourd your happy portion
and rest in “d-o-n-e%” Do think of it,
dear friend—think deeply—think seriously,
end may God's Spisit Jead you, this mo-
mant, Lo cease from your own “D-0,” and

H

t& vest in’ Clyist's eternal “n-a-x-8 [*
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Qutes— }Vlhnt must I o to be sa‘vod_ i
Ans.—«Nothing cither great or q'mi;}}, ’

othing, sitiney no;
JESCS DID 1y didit ALE,
Long, lo}fg- ago,.

«\When He, from Hiz lofty throns):
Btooped to.do-and die, ; .o
Everything was fully done,
Hearken to His cry—

“Ir 18 FINISHEDY Yes, indoed,
Finished every jot.
Sinner, this is all you need;
Tell me, is it not ?

«0! thou trembling, anxious ond,
Wherefore Loil yqu s0.?

Allwas finished; all was DONE, | '

Long, long ago. ’

«Till to JESUS’ WORK you cling i
By a simple faith,

¢Doing? is a deadly thing—
‘Doing? ends in death. s

¢« Cast thy deadly doings down,
Down at Jesus® feet; -
Stand in Him—in Him alone,
Gloriously complete.”

A WORKING CHRISTIAN.

A quarter of a century ago, there wasa
mau i this city who had what Payson calls
«a passion forsonls.”  Although alayman
(n Look keeper), he felt it alike his duty
and his pleasure to lubour to bring im-
peuitent sinners to Chiist. Two ihing&
m particular characterized him. He was
aman of prayer. He spent hours every
day in his closet; and ofien, when in the:
crowded street, it was evident to them.that
knew him that ho was even then andi there
wrestling for souls. The other trait was
his self-denial for others. He obtained
from his employer the use of two, hal-days
every week to himself, at a drawback from
his salary of more than a hendred dollara,

j This time ke used ir visiting from, house.

to house for religious converaation,

Of course, such a man would leave his
mark. And he did.  His Subbath-schoo}
class of twedty-five-young gifls all became
hopeful converts. And it was a regular
thing at each communion season of the
church to which he belonged, to find from
one to five applicants for admission,
brought there through bis instrumentality.
And, indeed, wheil the sacramental Season
ocenrred witheut thero being dny-such seal
of God’s Blessing upon his labours, he wis
sadly distressed and disappointed: ~



.

" - Were théro but ofis sisch ‘man, now in
each church of our city, what & blesséd re-
suli would fallow? Yet why should there
not be§ " Is not “every beligver bound to
toil for the copversjon of souls?  Should
not every distiple, ‘mald or female, old or
young, make this ona especial, nay, promi-
nent object in Jife? - - ¢ '

> e

-

L7
.

HEARERS AND DOERS.

“Ovie 10 1an 4nythink.”—Rom. xiii. 8. .

¢ 8ay notunto thy néighbour, Go. and came again,
tmdto morrow I, will givo; whon thou hasi it by
theo."—Prov. fit! 28. . .

- The clock bad. just struck nine. The
family are rising from ,the breakfast table.
A ring, at the door-bell!  The servant
eoters. . .

# Siry:a young man, Mr, Al's clerk, has
called, and hopes you will not be cfended,
but weuld feel particularly obliged if you
could settle. hisa.count. He called twice

last week. He would n t trouble you if it}

were not a case of necessity.”

«Necessity, or no necessity, I have not
one minute lo spare,” repiied the gentleman
with a shrug: of his shoulders, whiist giving
the last pull to his great-coat ‘as be-.was
pultingiit on.  “I-am going by the next
{rain,.s0 bid bim call again” -

This gentleman was not upon the whole
sn unfeeling man; but, curied on by the

. s . . i
spirit of the times—vailway speedi<he too
often did not allow himself tume to reflect, or’

to put himself jn the place of bis fellow-wan.
Had Lein this instance troubled himselito
think, he would have seen that he had just

a few minutes to spare, and still would { wither, and bv one, too,
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harsh-judging ranj HMr, A. could exﬂe‘c}
to find no favour, nor did he. Here then,
was a whole household, besides those in
their employ, thrown into distress by that
fatal sentence—T have not a iinute tor
spare)’  And yet, those who cansed that
distress were ot altogether regardiess of
the forms of religion. They were'in the
custom of having family prayer, and of
reading daily from that Word where it is
written, ¢ Qwe no man anything.”

This gentleman’s wife, an hour after her
husband’s departure, was stopped as shb

; was leaving the parlour, by her maid, who

said, * There s a pour womaa who wishes
to speak to you” b
+Who is she, whatis she #” :

“1 don't know, mw’an, butshe partieu=
larly wishes to see you.”

% Tall her I can’t possibly see her nows
I bave ¢ nota minute to spare;’ my child-
ren are waiting for me in the nursery.” - -

s« Alas!” thought the poor woman, “ Iitoo
bave children : 3t is for my child I want to
see her.” She went heart-broken from
that door.

‘The next day, that lady heard that the
poor woman who had called upon her the
day before hiad lost her child; and that
the doctor had said, the child’s lifs to all
appearance might have been saved, had she
used the msguns prescribed.  That mother
could rot! she had spent her last shilling;
and this was her last application of thres
calls she had made, arl from each house
sbe had been turned away with words te
the samo effect. '

Is it, can it be, that a child must be Jeft
to die, and a mother's best feelings
who so far prot

have beeu intime:for the train: but even | fosses the Christian relicion as to resd the
bad it Leen oiberwise, his duty was €0’ Bible in her family,—that Bilde, where it
plain 1o be mistaken. A veglected debt !ig wrigten, « Say not unto thy neighbour,

had prior claim to the commiercial concerns
to which he-was hastening,

The clerk 1urned sorrowfully from the
house: he kuew that on the payment of
that, money Lis employer’s continnance in
business depended, and ‘consequently his
own distnissa) was involved in this refusal,
Me. A’s family was large, his receipts
were small, and in reliauce ou this sum he
had promised to meet 2 heavy bill that
day: he Was how unable to do so. The
frayeliirto’ whor he oied it, was & hasty,

Go, and come again, and to-morrow I
will give; when thow hast it by thee!"—
This lady had the habit of giving people
the trouble to.call twice, when once should
have sufficed. She would not put lierself’
out of the way in order to meet the con-
venience of others. In setting too high, a
value on her cwn time, she forgot that tha
time of others was of equal and often of
greater value, Whilst she was finisking &
chapter in'some inferesting book, 2 patters
in needle-work, or a note she was writing
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sho  would keep a dressmakor waiting, ]
ot scnd away & tridesmian’s ‘servant,. fors

getting that to them “Tin.» is monap”]’

~nay, their very bread,

THE MAN, WITH THE LANTEBN.

- A cLERGYMAN was called from home on
a mission.of mercy: the casewas urgent;.a
dangerous. march must be.crossed, which
it was impossible to veach before nightfall,
and he could: hardly expect to pass over in
the darkuess, unharmed. But he recog-
" nized the cull as imperative;: the love of
Christ constrained him, and casting all his,
eare upon the heavenly Friend, he pusbed
on through the gloom. Utrging his horse-
along the dangerous pathway, he at length
reached a frightfil point in. his perilous.
journey; the darkness was profoundsa
single misstep might be fatzlyand for an
taatant, be pauseds

At that moment a light appeared ; nearers
and nearer it:came,  Whai coukl it betoken
in that lonely, uninbabited spot? Directly
& stranger came insight, bearing a lantern;.
and courteousiy guided thebenighted min-
isterto auplace of safety.

s And thus,” said the.man of God,.
«have I ever found it through life;.when:
all has been euveloped in gleom, and in no
way could I extricate myself, ‘8 man with
a lantern’ has come to my aid.”

God has said, “ Let there -be light.”’

A uisstonaryywhen pressed by poverty
snd want, was in the habit of specifying in
prayer hisspecialneed.  One day, potatoes,
weal, and salt were all lacking. Nothing
could be hoped {rom the- “subseription;”
some cburch-members living at a.distance
would doubtless bring reliéfs if: the neces-
sities of the case could be laid before-them,
but that was impossible, Prayer was.their
only refuge, and He who feedeth theravens
heard their cry.

Next morning a rough, swearing man, |
living miles away, came driving his team
through the bushes; presently stopping, be
toesed some bags into the grass, saying—

‘«There's a trifle for you babies; thuls-
a bag -of potatocs, the other is meal, and,|
atthe end of the sack you'll find a few

ounds of sait; perhaps you'll smile whemy
g(ell Yon Thed g queer, yotion that Loyt

\THE 600D NEWS:

put that in, if:you don't need it, it wont do»
any Mg - :

. Who would have thought. this. messen--
ger would -haye come * with the lintern” %"
Answers to praysr often reach us.through .
unexpected instrumentalities:’

paepans

Storyess on the fromiér! -Ahl the:
terror-of that.thought, — an entire family -
prestrated, and none to help? Thua it
was oneautumn with the ¥osters; first the
parents, then thé-children;.the former,
rallying, bent ovemthe wasted forms of”
their Hitle ones, in gréat weakness watch-
ing them through- long wights and sultry
days until, exhausted; they could watch no
more,and sinking upon the Soor, besought
the Dord to send them a friend. g

Morning broke, and with it camean an~-
awer to their petition; in the person of one-
Jeastexpected-'or desired, andiwho, under-
happier cirewmstar.ces, would bave been:
greeted coldly;. little-wlid thew know that-
under-that repulsive- manner- throbbed a
tender-hearts

“Ttcould net sleep ddst. night,” aaid the-
neighbor, «fwas so troubled }?bout yous!
and now if yown.ean pat up with: my rou
ways, I'shozﬂd ke Eg-he!}l)) you.” Y rough

Aad what a held . that streng-armed’
woman was,assheterderly arranged thesicl:
ones upon freshly-meek beds, and laid thein
aching hends. upon smoeth, sweet pillows!:

Ah, she was a messenger with a lantern; .
and verily the placegrewebeautifully « light
about her.”

Dear reader, leb us not only. pray that;
i onr bours of- darkuess 4 messenger with
a lantern may come-o us;but that we, in.
our turn, toay bear to the- benighted sand
tempest tossedits cheering -rays.-

LOY¥E FOR SOULS A TRUE TESTV
OF A.RENEWED.HEART;.

Years ago, and) isea parish which I
knew, there- lived 2. woman notorious in-
the- neighbourhood for profane swerring,,
habits- of drunkenness,. ard- manners rude;;
course, a3 well as-irredigions: Ske.féared:
vot Godi. neither regarded: mani; snd
traified up Yer children for-thedavil. Oner
evening:shioc happened :to,, be. within, ean-
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-shot of.a preachier ;. and',as he was empty-
Ing bis i;uiver_ among the ¢rowd, an arrow
frgm the bow 'drawn at a venture, was
lodged in her heart. Remarkable exam-
pls of free, sovereign, subduing gracel—
She was conveited. - Her -case, as much
that-of the thisf on the cross; of the jailer
at Philippi, of Sau! on his way to Damas-
eus, wag ono of inetant conversion—day
burst ou her soul without a dawn. She
hastened home. She found her family a-
sleep, and saw in each child a never-dying
goui, that her own: haud had rocked into
deeper, fatal slumbers,  Seized with an in-
tense desire to- have them: saved,. she conld
rot delay the matter till to-morrow, and'so
rushing on the-sleepers as #f'the bed Le

th them had been in flames, she shook
them, woke them, erying, Arise, call upon
thy God! And there at the midnight
dour, with her children knecling round
her; her eves streaming with tears, her
vaice trembling witbemotion, did shat poor
motber ery to God, that he would have
mercy also on.them, and pluck thess brands
from the burning.

Near by the dwellingt where the mother
roused her children from.their beds to. flee,
not from a heovse on fire, but from the fire.
that.is never queuched, stood the cottage
of one whose joy over a converted sinner
carried us away to the heavens, where
angels rejoice over one sinner that repent-
eth. He had long been a Chuistian; not
80 his wife, from whose side he had often
stolen in the dead of night to pray for
her salvation, He econtinued instant in
prayer. Motbers, sisters, all who ‘carry
others in: their prayers to the throme of
grace, pray on!  Gud’s time to. answer—
the time to. favour her ablength came—
8he was. smitien; seized with anxiety;,
plerced with eanvictions; but she. could
find no peace. She walked in darkness,
and had no light, and giving herself up for
Tost, opce said, for ibstance, when, her
husband and she had lain. down; for sleep.
¥ yowshould die before to-morrow, it wilk
be happy for you; if X should, farewell, an
everlasting farewell—X shall open. my eyes
in torment.  But the time of %ex redemp-
tion drew nigh.» She. kad sown in tears
and was to. reap in joy. A minister hear-
ingof Ler distress, cama tor wisit her. Sha
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Kouse to ¢all her. Whoisecks me? she
askeéd.  Without forethouglt, as”if the
words liad fallen from heaven on his lips
he replied, Jesus Christ. secks you! She
startedi; an ashy paleness. overspread her
face; and, deeply affected,. she followed
bim in silence to the houge. Thers the:
man of God held up. before her a bleeding,
loving, dying Saviour. Prayer followed
and praiso followed prayer;. for when they
entreated God, with.strong crying and tears
the grave opened, and she that was dead-
came forth, to say, I confess that Jesnsis
the Lord, and to sing with Mary, “My
sonl doth magnify the Lord; and my
spirit bath rejoiced im God my Saviour;
for he hath regarded the low estate of hie
handwmaiden—He that is mighty hath done
to me great things, anct holy is his name
And what did. you do? I asked the hus-
band. Do, sir? he replied; I sprung to
my feet; I clasped bezin my arms; Dex-
claimed, This is our marriage day! and
unable to resuain my joy, I cried Hosan-
na to the Son of Daxid! Praise him, all
ye his angels;. praise him, sun, mooun and
starsy praise him, all ye orbs of light!

By their fruits ye shall know them.—~
Gripes do not grow oa thorns, vor figson
thistles—nor such fivits iu any but renew-
ed hearts. Soto feel, proves what no pre-
fession can, that the same mind is in us
that was in Jesus Christ: nor is:-thers
room to doubt that if you bear such saint-
ly and heavenly fruit, you areone with
bim who, communicating the influences of
the Spirit to his people, as the tree, dces
its sap to the bonghs, hath said, I am the
Vine, ye are the branciies. Abide in me,
and 1 in you.— Speaking to the Heart.

Suffering.

There is a great want about Christians
who bhave not suffered. Some flowers
must be broken or bruised bofore they
emit fragrance, All the wounds. of Christ
sent out sweelness; all the sorrows. of
Christiaza do the same, Commend to'r.s
a bruised brother—a broken reed——ons
Like the Son of Man, To mo thers is
somethiag sacred andiaweet in all sufforing 3

was in the garden, Hor husbayd Lt the it & 0 much akia to the Man of Soirows,

.
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Sabbath School Lessons.

PSS, S,

. December 25th, 1864,

WE WOULD SEE JESUS.
John xii. 20-36.

. Those who made the request. "These were
not ‘Greek Jews—Jews speaking Greelt—as
some have supposéd, though there were many
such. But these were Gentiles who were
accustomed to worship not only their own
gods, but the gods of the city or region into
which they had come. They also brought
offeringa to Jernsalem, and frequently attended
the great feasts of the Jews. Wence, there
was jo the temple the court of the Gentiles,
80 called by appointent of Solomon, 1 Kings
viii, 41.

Of whom the request was made. It was of
Fhilip. Why they came to Philip is not
stated. It may have been because they kuew
he was from Gelilee. These Galileans had
beard of Christ, and perhaps had seen some-
thing of Mis triueiphal eutry at Jerusalem,
sad'were led by cariosity, as Zaccheus, or by
desive to learn semething wore of Him, to
make this inquiry.

How their request vas treated. Thilip
told Andrew, and they both told Jesus. . It
is 0ot said whether the Greelis were admitted
to converse with Jesus, but it seems probable
that these words were spoken to Philip and
Audrew in Teply, and in the hearing of the
atrangers and of the disciples. The answer of
Jesus was suggested by the uppearing of these
Gentiles. The hour was come for the glorifi-

eaticn of Clirist, and this was conndeted with ;

the conversion of the Gentiles. Ile rejoiced
in spirit, and before his andience Le discoursed
of the solemn events that were about to occur
to prepare the way.

« Observe-—1. Thoss who seck Christ must
enquire of his word and people, and use the
proper means, ver. 21,

2, The death of Christ was necessary to the
design and glory of his kingdom, ver. 24.

3 The same Divine law applies to the dis-
ciples a3 well as to the Master. His kingdom

aud saving grace.— Britisk Aessenger,
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was to be carried ¢n'by their instrasientality)
and ouly as they submitté_:l to self-sgcrifice
would they attain to everlasting life and glo¥y,
ver. 25, '

4. That the “lifting up” of Christ would
draw all classes of men and of operatiots to
himself. ‘I'btts the. attractions of the cross
are varied aud powerful.

A SECRET FOR MOTHERS!

Mr. and Mrs. Ashton, with their nume:
rous family of sons and daughters, camne
to the Lord’s table an unbroken circle. I
never witnessed the Llessed sight withoht
asking myself, * Whatsecret fuwmily influ-
ence has been owned of God Ly thess
precious results?”  One day I said {0 the
youngest daughter, a child of twelve yéars,
“Do you ever forget Jesus?” « Oh nol®
she seplied, “we can none of us at home
ever forget Him; for mother speaks to us
of Jesus evory day. e is ever with ua'™
O mothers, take to your hearts the pro-
ciouy secret of thac faumily’s bhiss. The
mother, ever abiding in Jesus, made his
name 4 houschold word.  His presence ever
acknowledged, ever feit,

«She speaks to us of Jesus every day?”
Mother isit tue of you? Do your lips
and life daily, hourly breath theknowledge
and love of Jesus into the kearts of the
little ones at your knee? Is Jesusa nama
which your baby often heass, acd early
lisps?  Trust not that formal counsels, in-
vitations, and prayers will be ovned and
blessed of God in the salvation of your
children.  The ever-abiding, ever-pleading,
out-breathing, out-speaking love of Jesus
alore shall prevail. ~ Giving yourself, and
your little ones, unto God 2o b2 saved by
the blood of Jesus aloue, according to his
Lis everlasting covenant to you andfo your
children, trust him utwaveringly to keep
his word.  So shall you bs sustained in
your work of Clristian nurture, not.alone
by hope and faith, butby the blessed assir-
ance that God will maka your labours
effectual unto salvation, by his converting

»



o

KEEPING IN: TUNE.

Why do we often sit down to our clasa
on Sundays, so utterly spiritless to teach?
Why do-we look around so coldly on im-
mortal souls going:the-broad: way that leads
to death? Why, when we speak to them
of a: Baviour’s love is there often no thrill
of giatitude, no joyful emotion in our souls,
or id.our voices? Or when school is over
and we, meét-one another in friendly inter-
course, why the lack of love and warmth
which should kindle through every Chiis-
tian recognition. Why do we pass on to
our homes, no better for having met, with-
out one word of sympathy or counsel,
perhaps without the look. the smile, which
may speak so plainly, to carry back tho
glad remembrance? Ahl here lies the
secret, we ave not in fune. Perbaps, too,
we were not i tune for prayer before we
loft our homes, when we knelt aud could
not feel the presence of God, or the holy
peace of thesswho ¢ hold communion with
thoe skies” Then we arose, with our urn
ed)t unfilled with the pure water we tried
t 2ok, and. we mingled with minor things
over again, weak and thirsty as before.—
Might not thee 'anation be that we had
striven to meetts. Lord with a beart un-
,tuned f—a thinr, as impossible and unrea-
sonable to expect, as to draw forth swest
. sirs and harmony from u harp neglected
© and waprepaved.  Let us go farther back
still, and ask in honest scratiny were we
ready for the subbath? How far did its
dawn find usin a state of mind suiting its
hallowed = employments?—like the man
who could say * My soul longeth, yes, even
faintheth for the conrts of the Lord.! We
cannot unswer these things, but we sadly
admit tha explanation of what has sonie-
times appeared strange and unaces untable.
Wae have not lived within sicle of the city
weare going’ to, we have 'been walking in
parts remote from the kingdom to which
wa are bound, as Pilgrim felt when he was
fanned by the pleasant air of the land of
Doulal, and caught glimpses of the light
af the Celestial City. Would that heart
and life were more in that land which is
the border ground of heaven.

One who was well acquainted with the
ssinted Hewitson, remarked, ¢One thing
about him made a forcible impression upon
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me. He seamed to have no gaps,—~1no,in-
tervals in his communion wiig God.’ His
was the holy aptitude for servies which
can only result from much and ceaseless
traffic ‘between our souls aud heaven~—
This has.been the life of all those who have
been the most distinguished in holy zesl
and the richest in good works.  They have
realiued the necessity of keeping in tune.
¢"Yis narder,’says Gurnall, ‘to get the great
bell up, than to ring it when it is maised;
and so it is with our hearis; harder work
we shall find it to prepare them for duty
than to perforwa it when they get into some
order.

‘But alas!’ says one, ‘I aum incapable
of such a .close walk with God; those-of
whom you writa were the strong ones, and
alas! I am a ¢weak’ one, and compassed
with infirmities, I cannot thus keep up
a constant walk with him, a perpetual read-
iness to serve him. Which of us Chris-
tiana does not feel veady to say the same?
Which of them did not? Well we feel it
is e0; well if such a constiousness sends
us to the ‘Strong for strength, and
makes us even glory in weakness, and
sglory in infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon us —if it drive us
with more fervent longing 1o that blessed
Spirit, who helpeth our infirwities, and
who alone can reveal to us the exceeding
riches of grace and strength that are treas.
ured up for us in Jesus,

Ob!'seck his aid then, that your heart
may be as an instrument reacy tuned st
all times, and though you may be often
sad for its untunefulness, and troubled that
you send forth such fecble mmsic; while
you seck each day to raise a holier, sweeter .
strain, take comfort in the enhvening hope
that ere Jong you shall praise him better,
love him more; that God is only irying
your strings, as it were, below, soundiog
one here and there tosee how far his work
has progressed, fashioning you for future
use and sinless service, when not one miss-
ing string, or one discordant note will
grieve him again. “The glory that shali
be revealed in us, eye hath not seen, neither
hath ear heard.

Sunday-school teachers, let us see toit
that, till that day comes, we loso not pre-
cious opportunities and precious souls
through boing oul of idune. May God
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‘tesich tus' Al ‘how +Short the time is, #nd
“inake ' us more’ ready'to join that united
‘voica of praise, that ¢voice from heaven

1as the-voice of many waters, and ag thé,
voice of .great * thunder, and the voice-of

harpers harping with their hearts’ that
+few song which no.mau could learn, bitt
the-hundred and forty and four thousand
which were redeemed from the earth.!—
Eng, Magazine. : '

.

THE BYGONE YEAR.

A year, another year has fled;

. Its issues who can tell§~

Millions of voices from the dead
Reply from heaven or-hell.

All'those were living 2t the birth
Of the departed year;

They all have vanished from the carth,
‘We il taeir places here.

Though to th: eye, the mind
OF man their speech. is sealedl
“The eternal meaning each may find
-In two pluin words revenlet:

Lost spitiis, fromthe dark abyss,
Cry mourufully  Beware!”

Spirits in glory, and in biiss,
Siug joyfully < Prepare!”

‘Thus timely waroed, and moved with fear
Of wrath, let us beware;

“For life ur death, in this new yesr,
For-earth and heaven prepare.

“Who-then of those with us te-uay.
In childhood, - vouth, ov age,
T Jove theLord vur God ™ ean say,

Weall our hearts engage?
- Montgomery.

"THE LAST SABBATH IN THE YEAR.

3y fleeting years, how fast théy fly:
The moments, how they glide away;
May I for God the hours employ
Of this most solemn Sabbath-day.

This sacred Sabbath now will end
Another year of my shott time ;

Lord, bid iy heart from carth ascend,
Audlet these sacred:-hours be thine,

May I sarvey with gtatitudo -
The year that now is past and gone;
Liot.not vain thoughts my mind delude,
But let my heart be thine alone.

‘Thy sparing mercy doth: prolong
This poor unworthy life of mine
Help me to-raise a grateful song,
For this preserving cato of thine, -

But ah! what sad returns I've made;
Alast ungrateful Ihave been;

And for thy blessings aft received,
Have only made returns of sin.

Forgive my guilt and folly, Lord,
Seal to my soul thy pardoning love;
This day apply thine holy word,
Aund my affections raise ahove.
-—Brilish Workman.

MILTON'S LAST POEM.

. Tam old and blind.!
Mon point to me 28 sinitten by God's frown—
Afiticted and des. *ted of wy wind—
Yot I a1 not east down,

I am woak, yot'strong—
X murmur not that Inp longer.see—

Poor, o}, and helpless. I tne more bl)loxix,'
Fathor Supreme! to thee. '

- Oh,merciful One, o
Whonmen are farthest then thou art most néaxs |
When friends pass by, my weakness shun,

Thy chariot I hear.

. Thy-glorious face X
Is leaning towards me~—andits holy light
Shines in upon iy lonely dwetling glacu,
Aund there i3 no moroe night.

. On my bended knee
I recognize thy purpose-clearly shown—
My visiontheu hastdimmed, that I may seo
Thyself~Thyseclf atone.

i I have nought to fear— .
This darkness is the shadow of thy wing—
Basosthiit I am almoest snered—here

Can come no evil {hing.

Oh! T sesm tostand,
Trombling, where fool of mortal no’or hath been,
Wrapped in the radinnco of Thy sinless haund,
- Which oye hath never scen.

Visions como and'go--
Shapes of resplendent bes.+ty round we throry,
From-angel ips I seew to hear the flow

Of soft and holy song.

It is nothing now. . .
When Hoaven is opening on-my sightless eycs—
Whien airs from Paradise refresh iny brow,

That oarth,indarkness-lios,

In & pavor clime . .
My being fills with rupture—waves.of thought
Jollin my spirit—strains sublime

Break-over me-uusought.

Give me now my ‘Iyr¢’l
I feol tho stirrings-of a gift divine;
\Within my bos6ra glows unoarthly fire, .
. Lit byxio skill:of inive, . :



