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THE PRESBYTERIAN.

MARCH, 1865.

. ‘5—_(1-];\111‘\' SIS vears e,

the Synod held at King
ston ordered the Ses<ion of

ronto, to remove,without un-
neeessary delay. the musical
instrument which had for
some time been in use in
3 that church.  The grounds
upon which this decision was come to
were expressed in the re<olution which
was moved by the Rev. Dr. George, and
seconded by the Rev. Mr. Manu. and
were: First, the want of warmant in the
New Testament for the use of musical
instruments in public worship.  Sceond,
that the practice of the Church in Apostalic
times, and for hundreds of years thereafter,
ives no countenance to their use.  Third.
the uniform practice of the Church of Scot-
land, since the Reformation. as well as that
of other Presbyterian Churches in Scotland.
was against it.  Fourth. that instrumental
nusic, in the service of thesanctuary i< both
unnccsssary and pernicious ; and, Fifth, that
its continuance in onc. or intreduction into
ether congregations, would be exceedingly
offensive tomany office-bearers and mem-
bers. and would likely be productive of
painful heart-burnings and sclous divisions.
To this finding the minority cntered their
dissent.  Next year the injunction was re-
newed. The following year (1862) the ques-
{tonwasreconsidered and the Synod reolved
notto interfere with thearrmngements of the

KRirk Session of Toronto, but issued ¢ an -

injunction to Preshyterics to take order that
no changes of any kind be introduced into
theexercises of public worshipin any congre-
gation which are likely to distract its peaace
aad harmony.” The question again came
up in Montreal, in 1863, on an overture,
praying that the principle acted upon the
previous year be extended —leaving it to in-
dividual congregations to decide for them-
selves—but reserving to the Synod, through
Presbyterics. the right to prevent the intro-

St Andrew’s Chureh, To-

* duction of instramental musie when it i~

likely to disturh the peace and harmony of
acongregation.  This overture was rejected =
—the Synod not being prepared, apparently.
togive any furtherinstructions—the finding:
of the year before being considered sufi-
cient.  Since then, the question has not
been again before the Synod.

The action of the Synod. which. in parr.
agrees with that taken by the Church oi
Scotland, disposes of the argument that the
use of instrumental music in public worship
= unseriptural, otherwise the Synad of our
Church and the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland must be looked upon
as faithless to the trust committed to them.
They donat appear to have thought New
Testament teaching opposed tothe use of in-
strumentai music nor the threatened innova-
tion asopposed to Apostolic example.  Bat,
in truth. we can scareely see how any rule for
our guidance in this respect could be looked
for in the practiceof the Apestolic Church.
That there is nothing displeasing to God in
the use of instrumental music as an ausiliary”
to his people,in their public worship, i<
cvident from the Temple serviee, with its
trained choirs of instrumental performers,
leading the praises of the congregations at
thegrcat festivals to which the chosen people
cathered themselves.  Nor was this an in-
novation creeping in with the decadence ot
the spirit of truc religion among the Jetws,
when pomp and ceremony teok the place
and assumed the position of true piety . and
when for the sincere worship of Qur Father
was substituted a mockery of showy cere-
monial.  Cn the contrary. the very passage
which records the wonderful deliverance at
the Red Sea, when the Lord divided the
waters, so that the people passed over dry
shod, records also that Miriam took a tim-

. brelin ber hand. and all the women went
" out after her, with timbrelsand with darcecs,

and sang the response to the noble song of
Moscs.  And looking from this entrance
of God's chosen people, on the long and
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weary pilgrimage in the wilderness, an en- |
trance marked by timbrel and song, to the ;
glorious rest in the promised lund above,
wiil we not find there aiso harpers harping
with their harps, as well as a new song put
into the mouths of God’s people? The
argument, then, must be confined to the law,
as shown by the practice of the Apostolic
Church. But how can u rule necessary to
their circmstances, unless it is a rule ap-
plicable to all circumstances, be set before us
as one which we must positively follow. Ex-
posed to peculiar dangers, liable to mocking
and scourging, to imprisonmentand death,
not knowinz what moment they would be
driven from their homes and be compelled to
wander about, destitute, afllicted, tormented,
the early Christians were told by Paul that |
while marriage was honourable yet they
should avoid burdening themselves with its
cares and entanglements.  The same hard
necessity that compelled them to shrink from
contracting the holiest tie which can bind
onc human being to another, because of the
perils to which they would expose these
whom they might hold dearest, next to God,
also prevented them, in their services, from
using any but themost simple forms. Was
1t for the poor, persecuted, trembling Chris-
tians, met in an upper room, or gathered by
the river side, or cowering in the Catacombs, |
there to enjoy among the dead a communion |
in worship denied to them in the oper: light
of day, to cumber themscives with what
would be a sizn to their persecutors of their
place of concealment? The mere negative
proof, that the carly Christians made no use
o’ instrumental music in their services, is

surcly not sufficient warrant for us tobrand .
those Churches, which employ this means .

of leading the praiscs of their congregations,
as having forsaken the rules of God's word,
and made usc of forms of worship prohibited
in the Scripture.

But we are next directed to the uniform
practice of the Presbyterian Churches in
Scotland cver since the Reformation.  All
glory to our reforming forefathers! They
did a noble work, onc which raised Scotland

from being the home of a semi-barbarous, !
iznorant nation, to the rank in the world she
now holds, with her sons taking in all lands :

2 position, and in every department of arts,
scicnee, literature, politics, and war, a place
of which they may well be proud. And
this, under God, we owe to those who
sternly and resolutely set their faces
against a system of imposture, which
was crushing the genius of Scotland to the
dust, and dniving her sons to fight as hire-

~and tainted with impurity.

ted with words of impurity,
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lings in foreign lands, or to seck among
strangers the means of support denied them
in their own land. Knowing the abomin-
ations of the Komish sysiem, the Reformers
determined to come to no compromise with
it—to preserve to themselves neither its
form nor its spirit, holding, and wisely, we
think. that these were not times for half

" measures, nor Rome an cnemy to whom

quarter could be shewn. The stern words

% cut down the trees, and the corbies will
' flee away,” were an index of the spirit which

actuated our fathers in these days. They
had made up their minds to draw such a
line of demarcation between Bible teaching
and Rome’s teaching—-between Protestant
worship and Rome’s worship—that it was
sufficient for them to know that anything

* had been used by that Church in her

worship, to mark it in their eyes as defiled
And we say

again they were right; for there are times
and scasons when things, innocent in them-

- selves, become Incentives to evil from the
- associations by which they may have been

surrounded, as the sweetest melody associa-
becomes
itself suggestive of a vileness which does
not belong toit. A great work was to bedone
in these days.  Rome, withall her trappings
and decorations, and with any little spiritual
life that was in her, was thrown aside and
treated asan unclean thing ; and our fathers

" went to the fountain head of all truth, and

from thence took such things as were com-
manded to be done,—the simple forms, the
naked rock of Christianity, unrclieved by
onc ornament, bare and grand and rugged
as their own hills.  And they trained their
children well, placing beside every church
a schoul; but forbidding music or gaicty as
frivolous and unworthy of men engazed in
the deadly struggle of Truth against Error.
But these days of struzgle and storm have
passed away,—the organ, long thebadge of
a prelacy attempted to be forced upon an
- unwilling and united people, asin former
- days it had been the sign of Romish wor-

ship, is no longer confined to Episcopalians
and Romanists. All its significance, as a
party or sectarian cmblem, has passed away ;
for it is in use in cvery Protestant denomi-
ation throughout the world; and we can no
longer say now, what was said in the Synod
of 1560, that it iscontrary to the practice of
- all the Presbyterian Churches in Scotland,
j or clsewhere.

Arc we then prepared to say thatan instru-
ment of music shall be placed in every one
* of our churches ? to this we say, unhesitat-

i
]
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ingly, no. That isa question for each congre-
«ation to judge for itself. The highest form -
of Sacred Musie is undoubtedly that produe- .
¢d by the united voices of a Jarge assembly of
people, unassisted by either instrument or
choir, being itself a choir thoroughly trained
i) sing God's praises. In the Sistine
Chapel at Rome, it is said, there is a band
of singers whose music cannot be excelled
iu the world for its exquisite harmony and
beauty, and they have been trained without
accompaniment. If congregational music
were made a study, and the young, at least,
of the congregations to come togzether for
weekly practice, and take a pleasure in pre-
paring themselves for singing God’s praise
as it ought to be suny, there would be less |
call for any instrumental assistance. But
1n how few instances is it possible to get a .
teacher capable of training a congregation
10 sing together the praises of God as they ¢
should be sung. Whatever is intended ¢
10 be used in the service of God ought to
be the best of its kind. And it will
scarcely be maintained that our present |
congregational praise is at all creditable to
us, we do not say as a musical people, that |
is a low and degrading view of the matter, .
but as a people who really feel that the .
singing is that particular part of the church
service in which we are called upon to join .
audibly. Let us sing to what? To the
praise and glory of God; an invitation ;
from the pulpit apparently looked upon as -
a little solemn mockery by those who can ;
-ing, but who sit dumb aund silent— '
and do not allow their voices to be !
heard in  God's house singing His |
praise.  If the organ will remedy this |
state of things, by all means let us have it, |
ihat the songs of praisc in the sanctuary -
may be sung at least as well as we would |
try to sing them before an earthly potentate.
If, on the contrary, an organ, or a choir, is
to usurp the place of the congregation, is
to be made a means of showing off how
claborately and artistically the Psalms or
Hymns of our Church can be trilled forth
in the cars of the people, listening to voices
from an organ loft as they would to an
opera, then banish both.  Better, ten
thousand times better, the rudest accents
of praise from the lips of the most uncul-
tivated than this pretence.

With the class mentioned in the last
objection raised, we have every sympathy.
There are_tender-hiearted Christians who,
sceing no direct mention in the New Tes-
tament of musical instruments, believe
that they arc forbidden. To those who
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from conscientious scruples oppuse such
assistance to congregational singing, and
who believe that all such aid is but the first
step in the progress of defection from true
Christianity, what we have written may no
doubt appear as an advocacey of innovations
dangerous to the peace of the Church. We
believe that if the services of the Sunctuary
are conducted with decency and order. it
matters not whether the leader be a precen-
tor or an organist. If the congresations
can be induced to join devoutly in the
service of praise, that, we humbly submit,
is the chief thing. We ask those who
sincerely hold views in opposition to the
introduction of any other instrumentality
than a precentor, to consider well the sub-
ject, to try if possible to look with unbias-
sed mind into the Word of God, see its
whole scope, the History of His ancient
people, and the circumstances in which the
disciples of Christwere placed in the carly
centuries of the Christian dispensation,
and we believe they will rise with a view of
the utter insigniticance of the Organ
Question, scen apart from the consideration
of its convenience. There is another class
to whom we may refer. They we
those who professing the utmost horror for
an instrument of music.in the Presby teriau
Church, whose doctrinc and discipline they
profess to maintain and uphold as those
most consonant with Scripture, yet believe
it to be their duty to leave that church on
the one ground of the introduction of a
wmusical instrument, while agreeing with her
on all other grounds, and sit czlmly down
as attendants in an KEpiscopal church,
where may be found an ongan, which is
opposed to Scripture among the Presby-
terians, but in strict accordance with it in
their new place of worship. We cannot
be supposed to have any sympathy with
this class. On them, argument would be
thrown away. It is unfortunate that so
many Episcopalian Congregations should
be made up of renegade Scotch Presbyter-
ians. The Episcopal Church should fecl
grateful to us, for we not only furnish them
with Congregations, but, in many cases,
with Ministers also.

The cost of an organ, and the high salary
of an accomplished performer, may be set
down as grave objections to all but very
wealthy Congregations. We learn that
the cost of the organ now about to be
placed in St. Andrew’s Church, Montreal,
will not be less than five thousand dollars,
and the salary of the performer may be sct
down at four or five hundred dollars,
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while the necessary repairs and the extras
nay be assumed at not less than fifty pounds
n year. But we presume, that in most
of our Churches a melodeon performed on
by one of the cengregation is all that
wonld be attempted.

What may be the result of the agitation
not geiny o, it is hwpossible to predict.
O: one thing, we are sure that iff we go
swenestly 1o the fountain of all truth, and
seck for God's guidanee in a prayerful
spirit, nothing but good can arise. It in
congregations there are those who approve
and those who disapprove of the introduc-
tion of the change, we would counsel delay,
however large the majority may be in sup-
port of the instrument.  Let than endeav-
our by every other means to hmprove the
congresational singing of praise. and i ali
things let both parties strive to remember
haw good and how pleasant it is for
Lrethren to dwell together in unity.

- e So————— i+ e

The Rev. Robert Campbell has not sent
in his third article ; but he has sent, in its
stead, five wortal sheets of large sized letter ;
paper, closely written, and all i reply to a
fow modest remarks, which we thought it
our duty to make, in our January number,
upon his first article.  That brevity is the
ssul of wit, does not ferm a portion of the
literary creed of our reverend correspon-
dent.  An excellent man, the late Dr.
Chalmers, said that what a man gained by
diffusion, he lost in depth.  Mr. Campbell
has forgotten this sound masim, when he
spread his reply to our remarks over such
an immense space of paper.

Itis surprising to us that so gond 2,
logician, and 2 man of such cxcellent
cduacational training, should require to take .
so much trouble to arrive at sound and
just conclusions. 'We do not sce why we -
chould wade through such a sca of words '
in order to reach the end aimed at.  There |
is some wheat—we admit that—but the
quantity of chaff is out of all proportion,

The charges against us arc many, and, .
in Mr. Campbell's opinion, aggravated;
but as we do not admit their correct-
ness, to go over them would really be
2 waste of time. If we were asked to
say which touched us most keenly, we
<hould reply that, for us, who have always :
< prided " ourselves on being “ True Blue »
Presbyterians” to be charged with not
objecting to what is virtually prelacy, is
more than mortal man can bear. But we

are of a mild awd forgiving spint, ,

* rately, as at present.

and <o, instead of retaliating, we have
printed “all his articde ; there it is-—let
our readers judwe for themselves.  We also
print an article in his defence, from an
able ally.  But we are bound to tell our
reverend correspondent that, for the future.
he must confine himself” (we mean his re-
marks) within moderate bounds, as we can-
aot tax the patience of our readers with
such another article as we print in this

Cnumber. We shall expect the third und

concluding article for our next issue. After
all said and done. we are inclined to admut
that there are a great many points in which
we would not differ very much in opinion
from the minister of Galt. flis articles
are improving.

Two meetings of clders belonging to the
different Presbyterian congregations in this
city, of all denominations, have lately been
held. The overture for these meetings
came from members of the United Presby-
terian and Free Churches, now the Canada
Presbyterian Church, and s good many elders
belonging to our Church aceepted the in-
vitation. and attended the mectings.  The
object in view is, we learn, to cultivate a
friendly spirit among Presbyterians, so s
to get them all to unite in the missionary
work of the city, instead of working sepa-
The meetings have
been well attended, and an escellent spirit
has been exhibited.  We learn that the
meetings were unanimously in favour of a
union of all the Presbytertan bodics in the
Province, and that the example of our
brethren in Australia was held up for imi-
tation here.

It is our duty as journalists to notice
these meetings, as forming part of the
ceclesiastical news of the day. Further
than this, wedo not intend to go in this
jssue. But it is to be inferred, that, when
the lay members of the Church meet to dis-
cuss the question of union, they, probably.
mean to do something.  This question has
been twice discussed in our Synod, and,

* from what we hear, it is likely to come up

in the Synod of the Canada Presbyterian
Church, at i’s next mecting.  Whether it
will come up in our Synod or not, we do
not know. Far be it from us to stir up
angry discussion, or to rouse bitter fecling
on this subject. We should advise our
friends to approach the subject with great
caution, and to act in such a way as fto
endeavour o keep division away from
among ourselves. We have always advo-
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<ated a {ree discussion of this as well as -

every other subject that concerns the
Church, and, if' it is to be discussed now,
we hope that the discussion will be carried
on in a temperate and Christian spirit, and
with great moderation.  We, ourselves, in-
cline to the opinion. which has been long
held by Dr. Cook, of Quebee. that in a
matter of such grave importunee, we should
ask the opinion, and be guided by the
advice of the Puarent Church; we owe
wuch of our prosperity to her fostering
carc. and, on a question of this sort, she
ought certainly to be consulted.

W

O all our readers who tuke an
; enlightened view of the num-
'B%ié" Ler, variety. and range of

theologiral subjects; seme

wadld the proper training of candidates
ig‘@\ for the University, it must be evi-
dent that two Profes=ors is just a
barely tolerable stafl to begin with.
This. however, ins been for years, not a few,
the extent of the provision for a purely theolo-
gical education at Queen's College. Ifprogress
i5 10 keep pace with 2 rate of advancement in

iself obviously proper, to say nothing of '
reasons which occur to the most superficial ’

consideration of the peculiarities of the present

Age, itis clear that the time has come when an
addition must be made to the members of our ;
Theological Professors.  We are not surprised

that a project, with this object in view, has
been carnestly pressed by the Principal of the
College upon the Board of Trustees. We are
aware that the matter has been under the con-
sideration of the Roard. hefore now, hut we
rejoice to learn that the scheme has lengih as-

actsr, and great will be our disappointment if
it do not issuc in speedy success. The revenue
of the College is unfortunately not such as to
admit of much, if any expenditure, for the pur-
pose. The means of founding a new chair
must be obtained independently of additional
burden upon the finances of the instjtution.

We understand that an annual salary of be- ;

tween £350 and £375 is considered a minimum
sufficicncy.  OFf this projected yearly outlay,

we are assured £100 is within the reach of the ;
Board, provided the scheme go into operation | .
: : the sums thus placed at the disposal of the

withont much delay. The Colonial Committer,
impresed with the importance of the proposal,
may assist; but it would be much more gratify-
ing if Canadian Christian enterprise charged
nself with the pecuniary responsibility ia-

knowledge of which isessential to

volved. There are some things in which we
think «t neither desirable nor accordant witl,
our sense of dignity to imitate onr neighbour;
in the United States, but as regards the liberal,
we might abmost 2ay superabonuding sapport
which the Presbyterian Chureh in that country
obtains for her schemes in general and her
numernus theological schools in particular, we
wight take a leal from their book and have
vothing bt satisfaction in doing so. Are ther,,
not here, as well as there, individunal profess.
ing Christians, so presperous in their world!y
callings that they can, if they choose, singly
or in coucert, du all and u great deal more
than all that is required for the particular pus-
pose we are introducing to their notice ? They
might do it without perilling the excess above
competency that would still remain? They
might do it from an enlightened zeal in the
Churel's behalf and stil) honestly feel that the
Church is the largest of their cieditors. They
might Jdo it from love to the Saviour, and yet
be very sensible that it is no requital of the
Saviour's love to them. 1If the few by giving
much den't do it, the many by giving little
may.

?,;Jo"f{a, HE annual collection in aid of
7 ;} the Bursary Scheme is ap.
324 pointedto be taken upin
A& cvery congregation with-
in the bounds on the first Sab.
bath of this month (the 4th
inst.)  We trust thut a liberal
response may be made to the
appeal of the conumittee who
R have this in charge. As our

¢ readers are aware, this scheme has for its

aim the rendering of assistance to deserving
young mcn, who are preparing themselves

| at Queen's College. for the winistry of our
sumed something of a hopeful, practical char- i

Church.  From reports presented to the

{ Synod, we Jearn the gratifying fact, that
{ there has been from year to year a steady
¢ inerease, both in the amount collected and

the number of contributing congreyations ;
and this we would fain regard as an omen

nize this as one of the most vital and in-
teresting of her schemes. Let none withhold
his hand from giving under the mistaken
idea that the proceeds of this annual col-
lection are spent wholly in cloemosynary
grants. 1t is truc "hata certain portion of

!
!
! that the (urch is rousing herself to recog-
¢
t

Bursary Committee is distributed among
: certain students, in whom is perccived, as
; their special characteristic, the promise of
. a peculiar aptitude for the work of saving
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couls—of gathering in our adherents and |
building up our cause in a new country. ‘
But even in the case of these, qualities of
the head as well as of the heart are demand- |
ed, brains as well as piety are decmed a |.
requisite possession, as, by the regulations |
adopted by the committec and approved by i
the Synod, no one can be a recipient of |
aid from the Bursary fund, who has not
passed the University examinations in the |
previous part of the curriculum, While
such cases receive discriminating assistance .
from the committee, yct the greater part of
the funds of this scheme is apportioned in |
the form of scholarships. Thesc, together
with close scholarships derived from other ,
sources, are open for competition to all can- |
didates for the ministry in our Church. |
By making the attainment of these thus .
dependent on competitive examination, not 1
only is the direct object of the scheme, that |
of cxtending aid, sccured ; but other incid- |
ental advantages are gained. A healthy |
emulation is thereby fostered. It is thus !
made essential that a fair measure of talent,
that a respectable amount of learning be
possessed by those who scek to qualify them-
sclves for our pulpits.  On these and other
grounds we trust that so liberal a respouse !
will be made to the appeal of the Bursary |
Committe as may enable them to report to
next meeting of Synod an increase in the
contributions of any previous year.

In the event of the first Sabbath of the |
month not being a favourable o1 convenient
day on which to take up the collection in
some of our congregations, the collection '
may be made on an early Sabbath there-
after ; but, as the session is drawing to a |
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close, let it be borne in mind that “he wlo
gives promptly gives twice.”

Our readers will perceive from our
report that the Presbytery of Montreal
has set itself right with the Church, and
has inducted the Rev. Andrew Paton into
the congregation of St. Andrew's Church,

" Montreul, as assistant and successor to the

Rev. A, Mathieson, D.D. In so far as we
may have been of use in bringing about
this desirable result, by the article in our
December number, in which we exhausted
the subject, we consider thut we are entitled
te the thanks of all parties concerned. We
had steadily in view the best interests of

- the Church, and we congratulate all those

who have had their attention turned to this
matter on the issue.

Our readers will be glad tolearn that the
Synod’s Committee has appointed James
Croil, Esq., of Archerfield, agent for the
Schemes of the Church. We understand
that he will enter wpon the discharge of his
duties immediately.

We understand that a successful soirée
has lately been held at Chatham, C. E,, of
which we no doubt shall have full particu-
iars for our next issue.  The proceeds of
this soirée, we are told, exceed $100. But

. we learn thut in addition an effort was

commenced to extinguish the debt on the
church property, now amounting to £300,

. and that of this sum Lemuel Cushing,

Esq., generously offers to contribute £100.
We cannot doudt that the congregation
will come forward and supply the balance.

Actos of our Chures.

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL. :

HE ordinary mceting of this |
Court was held in St. Aa-
¥ drew’s Church, Montreal, on

the 6th tlt.; Rev. W. C. Clarke,

Moderator. The minutes of the

last regular mceting, and also of

the special meetings beld in Hun- |
tingdon, Elgin, and Athelstane,
were rcad and sustained.

Mr. Cochrane read a lengthy |
report of his missionary labours in Elgin, and
petitioned the Preshyrery to ask the Colonial
Committee to continue him as their missionary
in this country for another year. The Pres-
bytery agreed to grant the petiticn. A paper

was laid on the table signed by the Chairman
of the Managers of St. Andrew’s Church, Moa-
treal, requesting the Preshytery to take the

, Necessary steps to constitute the Rev. Andrew
" Paton a member of the Presbytery. After
, considerable discussion, as to the informality

of this paper, the Presbytery agrecd to proceed
to the moderation and induction of the Rev.
Andrew Paton, as assistant and successor to
the Rev. Dr. Matbicson in the usual manner.
From this decision, Dr. Mathieson craved to
dissent, and gave in his rcasons therefor. The
Moderator and Dr. Jenkins were appointed to
cxamine them at the next regularmeeting.  The
moderation was appointed for the following
Wednesday, Rev. Dr. Muir, to preach and pre-
side. A paper from the congregation of Dundee,
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requesting the Presbytery to moderate in a call
in favour of the Rev. Donald Ross, was laid on
the table. After some explanations by the
Moderator, by which it appeared that the Rev.
Mr. Campbell uad withdrawa his acceptance of
a call to thus charge, the Presbytery appointed
the moderation tu take place in Dundee on the
¢th March rext, the Moderator to preach and
preside. It wasagreed toappoiat a student mis-
sionary to labour in the vacant charge of St
J.ouis de Gonzague during the ensuing sumer,
the Presbytery being responsible for his salary.
"or this purpose the clerk wasentrusted to cor-
respond with the Missionary Associativn of
Queen’s College, Ttwas alsoagreed to appointa
permanent Missionary to Laprairie, and for this
parpose s deputation was appointed 1o confer
svith the people. In order properly to carry on
the Missionary operations of this Presbytery, a
standing Mission Committee was appointed
consisting of Dr. Jenkius, as convener, Revds.
Messrs. Clark, Masson, and Fraser. A petition
for relief from the revenue of the Widows’ and
Orphans’ Fund for the Misses Mair, was pre-
sented by Dr. Mathicson. The Presbytery
unanimausly agreed to recommend the petition
1o the favourable coasideration of the Synod
at its next meeting. The application of Mr.
Rose to be received within the bounds of the
Presbytery asa probationer was also referred to
the Synod. The Modcerator und Mr. Ryan
undertook to supply St. Louis de Gonzague
with divine services until next meeting of
Presbytery.  Dr. Mathicson was appointed to
dispense the sacrament of the Lord's Supper
in Laprairic on the second Sabbash of March.

Ixpuetiox or Rev. Mu. Paton.—On the 15th
ult,, the ceremony of induciing the Rerv.
Mr. Paton into the Pastorate of St. Andrew's
Church, as Assistent Minister, and successor to
the Rev. Dr. Mathieson, took place. There was
a large congregation.  The Rev. Dr. Muir, of
North Georgetown, preached the sermon.  He
100k for his text the sixth verse of the first
chapter of Ephesians: “To the praise and
glory of His grace, wherein He bath made us
accepted in the beloved.” He dwelt very
cloquently upon the theme he had chosen for
his discourse, and afterwards gave the usual
formal intimation. The Rev. gentleman then
camc forward, and the usual interrogatories
baving been put and answered, the Rev. Dr.
Muir declared the Rev. Mr. Paton duly inductced,
and he received the right hand of fellowship
from the Presbytery. The Rev. Mr. Patterson
then ascended the pulpit and delivered an ex-
cellent address upon the text of Timothy :
*Take heed unto thyself, and the doctrine,”
having thus chatged the newly inducted Minis-
ter. He was followed by the Rev. Dr. Jenkins,
who addressed the peoplc as follows :

The Presbytery of Montreal has devolved
upon me the duty of addressing you, my
brethren and friends of the St. Andrew’s Con-
gregation, in regard to the deeply interesting
and solemn relation which has just been formed
between yourselves and your newly inducted
assistant Minister.

Rarcly does it happen that a Christian Con-
gregation is permitted to cxist for forty years
vader the Ministration of onc Pastor.  Such bas

<

!

!
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been the happy lot of this Congregation. Ever
since your reception into the Presbytery, forty
years ago, till now, you have been relieved from
the anxiety and responsibility of calling a new
Minister to watch over you in the Lord.  And
even, at this time, buppily, it is not that you
are deprived of the counsel, or altogether of
the services of the venerable miaister to whose
labours you have been so long permitted to
enjoy.

The congregation of our Presbytery in this
city over whichitis the privilege of the speaker
to preside, has been called, in the Providence
of God, to a widely ditferent experience. Death
removed from the midst of it, in comparatively
quick succession, and in the prime of their
years and labours, two men, Dr3s. Black and
McGill, whose names will go down with the
history of our Presbytery, amongst the most
honoured, because amongst the most faithful of
its ministers.

Your venerable minister still lives among
you, and I am sure I only reflect the sentiment
of every member of the Presbytery, when I ex-
press the hope that for a long time yet he may
be spared to bless this congregation with that
maturity of wisdom and piety which age und
experience can alone produce.

1 am happily relicved from saying a word to
this congregation in regard to the duty of
cxtending towards your newly-inducted assist-
ant minister that tempnral support which it ia
incumbent on every congregation, accord-
ing to its ability, to render to its Minister or
Ministers. You are koown throughout our
Church for your generous liberality in this re-
gard, aad the Presbytery is confident that you
will maintain the character which you have so
worthily acquired. Would that all our congre-
gations In Canada, especially our country
congregations, could be induced to emulate
your care and faithfuluess as to the temporal
comfort of the Ministers of Christ!

But it is not alone upon the supply of bhis
temporal necessities that a minister isdependent
for comfort in kis work. Though thisis import-
ant, and not therefore to be overlooked, there
are other considerations which, on an occasion
like the present may be fitly urged upon you as
a Christian congregation. I will refer to some
of them :—

1. It will be your duty to bold up the handg
of your minister by enrnest prayers. If you
believe that the source of all ecclesiastical
prosperity is in the Holy Spirit, that the word
preached, the sacraments dispensed, the conso-
lations and instructions ministered, are vain
without his grace, and if you believe also that
the Holy Spiritis givea to the Church in answer
to prayer, I need not enforce upon you, by
lengthened or even by set argument, the duty
of esrnestly calling upon (od for the blessing
of His Spirit upon him to whom we have this
night committed & joint oversight of youin the
Lord. Muchindced as to your religious growth,
your true happiness, your individual usefuluess,
much as to the future character of your children,
much as to your ecclesiastical jusition and
influence will depend upon the persistence and
carnestness of your prayers to God for your
ministers. Don't forget this. In your most
sacred moments, remember it.  Pray for them
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s« that the Word of the Lord may have free
course and be glorified.”

2. 1t will be your duty tosustain your newly

inducted minister 1n his arduous work by a
faithful attendance upon ordinrncss.
your motto as it was the mottoof your Sccttish
fathers, ¢ Our feet shall stand within thy gates,
O Jerusalem.” Honour the Sabbaths of the

Be this

Lord, by honouring lis House. Do not permit
. God has placed this congregation in a high

the Loord's day to be spentby you in listlessness
and idlenegs, Get not into the habit of staying
at home from church for slight reasons, but fur
your own sakes, and not less asan example to
vour children, be found in your pew, in the
House of God whenever its portals are opened
for His sacred worship. There are few things
more depressing to n pastor than negligence
on the part of his people, any of them, in the
discharge of this duty.

3. Again. I would urge upon vou the duty of
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Presbytery, and of a large number of congrega-
tionsinour Synod. .After an experience notskort
or limited, and an observation jung bent upun
such matters, I have reached the conclusion
that in a body of Christian Churches what its
Metropolitan Churches are in generousness and
liberality, in fuithfulness to the Church’'s schemes
—in adherence to the Church's laws and con-
stitution, will be the Churches of the whole body.

position, as to wealth and influence. Qur wloel»
Church nawrally turns its eve hitherward for
an example and a pattern, and 1 hesitate not to

. say 1o you who constitute the St. Andrew’s

' cungregation, that very much depends upon

vou, whether our church in this country shall
be hereafter flourishing or languid—shall ex-
tend its influence in the community, or retire

*into the shades of inactivity and useless-

a considerateness, and as fur as you may be |

able to enter into it a fecling of sympathy. for
vour minister. Little do people know the
labours and anxieties of placed ministers .
especially when they are called to preside over
congregations in a Jarge city, and more
especially when they are called to such re-
sponsibilities in youth. It were stating but the
truth to say, that to no more onerous position
in our Church, or any other Church in Canadu,
could a minister be appointed, than that to
which we bhave this evening inducted my
reverend brother. The denmiands upon his in-

tellectual powers—not merely in his prepara- |
tions for the pulpit, but also, I had aimost said |

chiefly, in the administrative work attaching to
a large congregation, will be well nigh vver-
whelnung ; aud no one, save he who has expe-
riencedit, can apprehend the strainupon a man's

ness.

The Church has a right to expect from you, az
from all her congregations, that you will
generously suppori her in the efforts which ske
is making to deepen her foundations, o enlarge
hcr]bordcrs, and to augment her power in the
land.

I will not conclude this brief address with-
out congratulating the congregation upon the
unanimity which they have reached in the-
choice that has been made—~a unanimity which
has added to the pleasure of the Presbytery in
that which we have now been permitted to do
and to consummate. To the congregation it
may have, perhaps. seemed that the Presbyters
has unneccessarily delayed the action which it
has taken in regard to this important matter
Let the congregation of St. Andrew’s Church be

" assured that in what the Presbytery has done

moral nature, upon his sympathies-the weight of
“our Church. to which we are bound by our

care pressing upon his heart in connexion with
the private duties of the pastorate in the visi-
tation of the sick and the dying, and the minis-
tration of comfort to the distressed.
demands upon his iime in the pastoral work
of the congregation, in the management of
religious and philauthropic institutions,—not o
speak of the discharge of social duties and the
rites of hospitality,— all these things may well

' Preshyterial vows;

it has been influenced by these three consider-
ations:  Furst, the maintenasce of the laws of

Secondly, the security aud

comfort of your new minister. whom we cor-

And the

dially welcome to our Presbytery ; Thirdly

; the retention of St. Andrew's Church and congre-

gation in that true relation to our whole Church
which the Presbytery, I am sure, cannot be more

" anxious that i* should hold than the Congre-

suggest to you that considerateness for your !

ninister, coming amongst you as he does at so

carly a peried of life, is a duty to neglect which |
" fied”

would be irreligious. Cunsider him. then, as to
unnecessary cncroachments upor: his time.
Expect not too much from lim either in the
pulpit, or in your homes. Think of the inter-
raptions to which he must be continually sub-
jected in his studies, and of the diversions from
systematic parochial visitation which sudden
ealls very frequently occasion. And give a
generous interpretation to all his actions, public
and private, ministerial and personal.  He will
need 2l your kindness.  Let him have it!

4. You will uphold your newly inducted
assistant minister, in his work by a faithful
adherence to our church.

You are not a congregation of independents,
ours is not cither an Independent or & Congre-
gational ceclesiastical system.
terian body, and you as a congregation arc a
part—an important part—of a great whole.
You arc one of several congregations in our

It is a Presby- |

gation itsell.  * And now, brethren 1 commend
you to God and to the Werd of His geace which
is able to build you up, and to give you an
inheritance among all them which are sancti-

The Rev. Dr. Muir then offered up prayer
after which & psalm was sung. Then followed
the benediction, and the solemn ceremony was
brought to a conclusion.

[So garbled a report of Dr.Jenking ¢ Charge
to the people™ has appearcd in the daily
papers, that we have been iaduced to ask him
for the manuscript. Tbis he has promptly
furnished, so that we are able to give the ad-
dress verbatim as it was delivered.—Ens.)

At the annual missionary meeting of the St.
Matthew's Congregation, Point St. Charles,
the Rev. Joshua Fraser, pastor of the congrega-
tion, presided. Addresses were delivered by the
Rev. Mr. Clark, of Ormstown, the Rev. Mr.
Masson, of Russcltown, and Mr. Robert Kennedy.
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The audience manifested deep interest in what
they hieard, and made a liberal contribution.

The Annual Missionary Meeting of the La-
j1airie congregation was held in the church
on Friday the 91h inst.  The meeting was pre-
side 1 over by the Itev. Joshua Fraser, and was
addressed by the Rev. Willinm Masson, J.
L. Morris, and Lemuel Cushing, Esqrs.

These gentlemen in brief and excellent terms
spuke of the necessity of union and vigorous
cxertions among the people in order to secure
to them the regular supply of the means of
grace. A liberal collection was taken up.
After the benediction, the deputation, by the
aathority of the Presbytery, consnlted with the
heads of the families as to the best means for
obtaining & wissionary for the field. Six
families subscribed on the spot S124: this sum
has since been increased to about $200, which
with the supplementary aid promised by the
Presbytery will be sufficient for the mainten-
ance of an ordained missionary in this long
neglected and feeble charge.

L,wvsay—PRreSENTATION OF PrLeIT Gowy.—
On Thursday. 15th of February, a meeting was
Lield in St. Andrews Church, for the purpose of
presenting a handsome pulpit gown, subscribed
fur by the ladies of the congregation, to the
Rev. J, B. Muir, A.B,, the pastor. In the un-

avoidable absence of the Sheriff of the county, .

Councillor McLennan, A.B., in presenting the

gown in name of the ladies, read a eulogistic .

address to the Rev. gentleman, in which promi-
neace was given to the high regard in which

he was beld by his congregation, in particular, |

nd by the whole community in general. In
accepting the gown, Mr. Muir made a short but
suitable reply, wien the meeting dispersed.

Saraata Scwoor, St. Avorew’s Cuchen,
Wintay.— The usual winter entertainment was
given to the scholars attending tais schiool, on
the 30th January, in the bagzement of the
church. There were about 100 scholars present,
with their teachers, and a general attendance
of about 300 persons, belonging to the congre-
gation and to thetown. The room having been
hlled, a number of applicants for admission
were forced to withdraw. The Mayor of the
town, the Minister of the Wesleyan Methodist
congregation, and the Minister of the Church,
a3 Superintendent of the School, vcetpied the
platform, and dclivered appropriate addresses,
between the intervals of which, the scholars
sung a selection of hymns. Iis worship then
announced the distribution of gifts to the ‘chil-
dren, and called upon the librarian, to proceed

in the work of stripping a trec richly laden .

and brilliantly lighted, which had been prepared
by the teachers. This work being cnded
quickly, to the great delight of the scholars
another feature appeared which had been stu-
diously concealed from the Superintendent of
the School. A suspicious looking table was pro-
duced, which his worship unzovered, exposing
to view a richsilver service, from the establish-
mentofJ. 8. Joseph & Co , Toronto. This he pre-
sented to the minister in the name of the ladiesof
the congregation. The handsome gift was ac-
knowlcdged in & few appropriate remarks, and
after the National Anthem: was suag, and the
benediction pronounced by the Wesleyan Mini-

¢

ster, the large company dispersed, much gratified
with the cutertainment. TLe admission beiug
by ticket, n considerable sum was thus col-
lected in aid of the funds of library.

Presgstarioy ot Lestu.—The Ladies of the
congregation of Leith and Johnstone presented
to the Rev. Alexander Hunter, on the 1luth
ulto., an address expi essive of their avtachment,
and of the high estimation of his services, as
pastor of the united charge. The address was
accompanied by a very handsome and valuable
sleigh and harness. The Rev. Mr. Hunter
made an cloquent and feeling reply. The
testimonial is a very gratifyinyg evidence of the
fecling existing between the pastor and con-
gregation of this charge.

New Cucrcu At Leiru—Sabbath, the 28th
day of January, 1866, was an important day in
the history of the Leith section of the congre-
gation of Leith and Johnstone, belonging to
the Presbyterian Church of Canadain connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland. On that
day the new church, recently crected in the
village of Leith, was openeid for Divine service.
The Rev. James Carmichael, of King, officiated
on the occasion. e chose for his text at the
morning service, Luke, 24th chapter and 50th
and 51st verses, from which he preached an
cloquent and beantiful sermon to an audience
not far short of $00—the building having been
filled to its utmost capacity; while many hadto
stand.

A Gaclic service was given at 2 o clock, at
which the attenidance was also large. Our
Highland fricuds scemed to he delighted to
hear the message of mercy in their dear old
tongue—a privilege they seldom enjoy in this
Jocality.

In the cvening Mr. Carmichael again preach-
ed. On this occasion he took for his text Acts
17th chapter and 27th verse. The preacher
retained the close attention of his audience,
nearly 300, for 40 minutes while he discoursed
in cloquent terms on the sublime thewmne pre-
sented in his text. The day was remarkably
fine, a rare occurrence during the present year,
atleast in this region, and a good collection
was taken up.

A soiree was held on the next (dMon-
day) evening, in connection with the aus-
picious event. The nigit was mild and
pleasant, just such as is adapted to a meeting
of the kind, and as a conscquence the attend-
ance was very large. Every available portion
of sitting or standing room in the large edifice
was occupied. Adam .\inslie, Esq., of Leith,
presided, and addresses were delivered by the
Rev. Messrs J. Carmichael, R. Dewar, J. R.
Ross, -\. Hunter and Johu Frost, Esqs., of Owen
Sound. The speeches were about the right
length and were characterized by a judicious
mingling of the amusing and instructive. The
meeling broke up at 11 oclock; all parties
scemingly well pleesed with the evening's
entertainment; and leaving in the hands of the
committee a respectable balance towards liqui-
dating the debt remaining on the building ,
which we believe is not large.

There is something very interesting to al
those who pray for and delight in the progress
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and usefulness of our church, in the history of
the congregation of which Leith forms a part.
It i3 only four years since it sprung into exist-
enco as a smell organized body, two distant
mission stations between 50 and GO miles from
our nearcst congregation. Itis only 13 months
since it secured the advantages of the regular
dispensation of religions ordinances; while
now it reckons 100 fanmilies of adherents,
and numbers 115 names in its roll of member-
ship, and owns two substantial and commo-
dious places of worship. One of these is not
completed ; but the ways and means are virtu-
ally provided for furnishing it. The other,
that which Las just been openced,is a2 handsome
building, finisked with considerable taste and
capable of seating comfortably 275 persons.

It speaks well for the courage and devotled-
ness of the people of Leith, that they had the
resolution to proceed with the erection of such
2 costly cdifice, when their numbers are taken
into account. The issuc is another illustration
of the old proverb that where there is a will
there will be a way, and should have 2 stimu-
lating and cncouranging effect on others simi-
larly situated. Thanks, in the first place, to
the blessing of the King and Head of the
Church, and then to the euterprising libernlity
oi the people of the place, and the large and
generous assistance they have received from
several congregations of our Ghurch through-
out the province, the underiaking hias been
carried to asuceessful completion. The struc-
turcis of brick, and the actual money sost,
exclusive of the site and hauling the material,
will be somewhere in the neighbourhood of
$1000.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

BoarD oF TrusTERS~At a special mecling
Leld on the 31stof Januasy, there being a Iarge
attendance of members, the Grst item of buminess
after reading minutes was the recording of
noticc of the Iate Hon. Judge Mcl.ean, in the
following terms

“ The Board have learned, with unfcigned
£077T0W, that onc of theit number, the Honourabic
Archibald McLean, President of the Court of

Ezror and Appeal for Tpper Canads, kas been |

removed by death since iast mecting.

2 The Board, therefore, on this the first occa- .«

sion of theirmeniing, desite toexpross thoirsense
of the loss which the Board, in comnon with
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red by the Medical Registration Act for Upper
Canada, passed at last Session of the Legis-
lature, appointed Horatio Yates, Esq., M.D.,
Dean of the Mcdical Faculty, s member of tke
Medical Council instituted by the Act.

The Rev. George Porteous, of Wolf Island,
having resigned the office of Librarian, Mr.
Nathan F. Dupuis, Assistant Observer at the
Kingston Observatory, wes appointed in his
stead.

The action of the Leitch Memorial Committee,
in accepting the offer made through Rev. R.
Willinmson, D.D., of Colessie, Scotland, to
transmit £100 to this country, provided £209
be joined with it here, in the foundation of a
Mcmorial Scholarship, having been seported,
was approved, with the understanding that the
cfforts of the Committee be confined to this
and the crection of a suitable monument.

The project of a new Theological Professor-
ship having been considered, o draft memorial
to the Colonial Commitice on the subject was
rend nnd ordercd to be transniitted.

It was ordered that the financial year do
henceforth close on the 10th of April. Messrs.
Creighton end Riddell were chosen to act us
auditors.

i Tug SexatR—At the statutory metting of
! the Senate, on the 12th of Junuary, Professors

Willinmson, Fowler, and Mowat were clected
{ Curators of the Library, aud Professor Bell was
chosen to be a Governor of the Kingston Hos-
pital.

Leircn MevoniaL—The prospect of founding
a valunble Scholarship——the most valuable yet
established—is  sufficiently cncournging o
warrant the belicf that before long it wiil be
reatized.  Somcliberal subscriptions have been
recently reported—f{rom Ottawa, 5180 ; Corn-
wall, $45: Perth, $80; the Professors, $50;
one gentleman in Kingston gives $100; ac-
other, $50 A fow more contributions likce these
! would scitle the business very satisfactorily.
As it is desimble to announce the Scholarship
in tlic Calendar to be issued in May, for com-
" prlition next session, those nho are desirous of
* aesieting the eehieme are requested to forward
I tieir contributions, witheut delay, to the Trea-
! surer, John Paton, Esq., Kingston.

v

Daxations 7o TuE Ligranv.—The Hon. Attor-
ney General West, 3 vols: Rev. J. Barclar,
i D.D., Teronto, 2 vols; James Mclennan. Eeq,
¢ Terunte, 1 vol, Principal Snodgrass, 4 vole.

the Church and the Proviner, kave sustained 7 and pamphlets; Alex. Mitchell, Egq, Montyeal,
by the decease of their lamented calleague, § the collected writings of Edward Irving, in 5
who was onc of the Truslees originally named ¢ vols: Conductlors of 7¥c Presiglerien, 2 vols;
n (e Charter, and whe, during the Jong pesiod | the Fducational Depaniment, Upjer Canada,
of tweniy-five years, rendered such valuable + 30 vols. and pamphlels; e Educxtional
and cfficient service to the College and the ! Depariment, Lower Canada, § vols.
Clhurch, of which alike e was a Githful aad From continued acknowledgments of such
rczlons wmember + donations as the above the Library of Queen’s
#The Hoard furtinr desire torecord theirsense , College meust be sieadily enlargang, espeaially
of the high altainments, the sterling worth and ;. a8 in these acknowlodgments addiinss by per-
e simple Chiistian picty of their lamented ' chase are not iacleded. This is wail. It is
fricnd—znd it was resolved that a copy of this | exceedingls important Wt the good wotk
resolution e tranenitted to the widow and ; shon!d go on; for to @ Univessity s large aud
family of the decenied.” valzable library is an cxaental neguisite. Not
Robert Cassels, Esg, Taronte, neminated by |, only shosld cvers sjeans of hicratore be
e congregation of Lindeay, was clectied ! represented ; but the best sclection of each
caanimowsly in his slead. | shoald be oblained. Daring the last ta years
T Board, in e cxercise of powess confer- ¢ the collection must kave been wery much
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extended, and we believe that donors have had
nothing but pleasure in makiog their gifts. We
are assured that anything in the shape of a
book or panphlet, not absolutely worthless, is
acceptable to the Curators, and feel certain
that many of our readers have of both in their
possession what would be thaskfully received,
though they may not think so. It makes onc's
tecth water to read from time to time in the
public prints, reports of bequests in money
and books made to Golleges in the States, in
some of which the anaual addition alone is

—

[R

larger, by a great deal, than the whole collec-
tion yet gathered into the Library of Queen's
College. We carnestly plead for an increas-
ing interest in this matter. Let none of our
readers withhold their hands from the service
which it is in their power to render. We would
especially call the attention of those who
possess anything bearing upon the history of
the Province, particularly the history of the
Church, to the propriety of giving it over to
the Library—wherc, hereafter, it may come to

be of the greatest use for reference.

@orrespondence.

2o the Editor.

Sim~—1 am sure vou would not willingly
¢ven appear to fuil in kindness or courtesy
to any of yoar correspondents, yet I am sure
that to many who, hike myself, without any
personai interest in the matter, had read with
deep sympathy, Mr. Campbell's feeling appeal
on bebalf of the recently placed ministers,—in
the January number of The Presh,lcrian—your
remarks upon that communication must have
come with a rather harsh and chilling effect.
[ cannotindeed see why you should so severely
criticise Mr. Campbell's letter. The things ke
Stales are facis; the evil he refers to s confes-
sed by all to be a real evil, and the more forci-
bly it is brought bafore the attention of cvery
member of our Charch, the better.  The Pres-
dyterian seems to be the proper channel for
bringing sach questioas mto notice, and if your
correspondents are to be discoursged from
bringing fortcard their views on suchimportant
subjects by hacing their commanications,
strled “ long dolefal letters,” 1 fear 3t will be
0 theinjary of the best interests of the Church.

tisundonbiedly an cvil that the incqualitics
in the supplementaty incomes of ministers
should exist, thoagh itis an cvil which has been

forced opon our Church, not through any faslt |
of cither the ministers or the managers of the .

Temporalities, bat by the pressure of unavoid-
able ciccamstances, chief of which was the—
as w2 consider it—iniqaitous spolintion of as
fine an endowment for teligicas purposes 3§ ever
A new connlry possesend.  Nothing, Tam sure,
coald have been fasther fromn M. Camplbells
iateation thaa lo throw any ceaswte on the
cormmaling ministers.  Had fiar contribation
1o the fandsof the chinrch been proporlionately
fllowed sp by orr lay memers, we should by
this tme have had a nobie eadowmeat fund.
Bot the fact that the evil hasboen vonvoxdably
produeed, does not make itthe lessan cvil. Itis

. . ARNE A Wt AN i WA A S D oma St

true that the commuting ministers are only too
fast disappearing from among us, and that, in

* the course of years, the pecuniary resources of

the Church will be consolidated into a general
fand, which shali distributeits supplicsequally.
Bat as that time is as yet distant, it is in the
meantime the sacred duty of our Church to care
for onc of the most vital of her interests, that
of providing adequate support for her ministers
in places where the people are not able to af-
ford a sufficicnt maintenance. It is, unfortu-
nately, chicfly on the new places where the
i people are Ieast able to make up for the dcfi-
ciency of external aid, that this deficiency falls.
Are we, then, to leave our young and aclive
! ministers, who, actuated by 2 truly mis-
! gionary spirit, sctlle in such places, to suf-
, fer from the pessure of pecuniary difficulties,
" 0 depressing 10 a minister, so impairing to ks
i nsefalness. Shall we force young men to the
painful alternative of cither giving up all hope
of domestic comfort and happiness, or of leaving
2 people among whom they love to labosr, and
who gladiy reccive from them the bread of life ?
Aud notwithstandiag yoar remark that ¥ we
look in vain amoag the young men of the
Charch for ministers who skall be able to sap-
ply their pinces with the same clficiency,” it is
not too much to say for our young Canadiax
wministry, that it numbess in its rank ministers
&5 catnest, 2s aclive, and devoled, as we bave
ever kad in the Church.

The touching allusion to the dimppointament
sad anxiety which the soa-appearance of the
balfl searly remittance casses o ministers
: who hate only too mach nced of it probadis
1 lostsomewhat of its cffect 0poa your 0% Mind
' from your knowledge that this year at leasy,

sach disappointment would be provided against.
, Ailhozowt o those whose libezlity bas secaned
. godesinable 2 result! Batit mill not do toleare
. s3aatter like this to e wacertaiatics of apecial

—

-

.

I
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and ocecasional cfforts. It is time that some
schieme should be devised for permanently se-
curing a sufficient yearly amount. In this, I
think we might well take a hint from the Free
Church of Scotland. Thrown upon her own
resources, she has provided hierself with a noble
sustentation fund, by a generally diffused plan
of contribution, to which all her members cor-
dialiy respond, and which is carried on, I be-
lieve, chiefly by monthly collectors, who receive
the small but willing contributions of the poor
as well as the larger ones of the rich. By this
means she at once helps many destitute places
10 sustain a minister, and promotes among her
members a spirit of liberality and brotherly
feeling most beneficial to themselves. The
church of which Dr. Candish is the minister,
raises, if 1 am not mistaken, between £3000 and
£4000 annually, and of this sum only £500 is
devoted to its own minister’s salary; the re-
mainder, with the exception of the salary of
the assistant ministery and other current ex-
penses, going to the general fund of the Chnrch.
This is, of course, a comparatively twealthy |
congregation, but others do their part in pro-
portion to their ability. Gould not some such
organization as this be maunged in our own
Church? e have in our various congrega-
tions plenty of youny active members whom
we could sccure s collectors, and who would !
be all the better for having a realiy important §
work like this to engagein. A much larger ;
amount would be annually raised by taking up g

§

!

1

i

monthly, small sums which the donors would
hardly miss, than by 2 gencral annuad collect-
ion, when the great importance of this special |
object is apt to bie somewhat lost sight of, and
the collection is looked npan just as onc of the
73any to which the qongregation is called to
respond.

Bul whatever may be the mode cventually
decided on, it is clear that some vigorous cffort §
aust ere long be made, if weare to maintain |
our clficicncy as 7 Church. Canada hias been
often called 2 zussiozary fidd. Qur Charch g
docs not do much for foreign missions; [ do |
not think she would be less camcet in Home |
cforts if she did more for fdem. Bal as she !
does o little abroad, it isall the more strongly
incumbent upon us to caltivateour own Mmission
field, uee our utmost offorts to dissominate the
Gosgprel in our own twaste places, and from yur
abundance to 3 our straggling brethien in !
the backwonds 1o enjoy the gospel privileges,
which if we valee onrselves we shadl e Qesi-
ous todecure for them. The Clinreh of England
¥s awaking to this daly, and threatens (o su-
™ags vsin caring for het less favonted districts.

- % -
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Let us as a Church gird ourselves to the accom
plishment of this important duty, and let us
hope that the approaching mecting of the
Synod will see some satisfactory scheme organ-
iz2d, by means of which an adequate support
shall be permanently sccured for the'ministers
of the most distant and destitute congregation.
I am sir, yours, &ec.,
A Mexnen or 4 City CONGREGATION.

7o the Edilor,

Siz,—Owing to the lateness of the issue of
the January number of The Presbylerian yoar
criticism of my first letter had not reached me
before I had despaiched my second. It is not
my wish or intention to enter either with you
or any one clse into & controversy about those
things suggested in my letters; but your
remarks bore down upon me so heavily, that {
feel it needful to pause in the discussion, and to
put myself right, if possible, both with youand
vour readers, because 1 feel it would be no use
writing to those who catertain ideas to my
prejudice.

In the first place, J think it would only have
been fair in you to hear me out, before com-
mencing such a slashing strle of criticism-
Had you done so 1 am sure you wonld feel that
much of what you wrote in regard to the con-
teats of my first letter was wholly uncalled for.

In the sccond place, you scem to hawe
misapprehended my motive inwriting as 1 did.
My view of ecclesiastical policy is that every-
thing should be donc abovc board, and that
there should be no scerets shut up in the
bosoms of minislcers ot commillees regarding the
Churcli's position; but that the people should

! Rnotw everrilhing, as it isupon them we wholly

depead. T think it will be conceded that in
proportion as yvou calighten the members and
adherents of the Churcli as to the Church’s
doings, you will get them o lake the greater
interest in the Chinech. For instance, { liave
noticed that those individuals and fHmilies
which veadl Tac Presdyicerian, the only existing
medinm of information upon the coadition and
doings of the church, are these that can be
most velied upon when anyihing has to be done
affecting the interests of the Charch at large,
and so0 I world like 1t introduced, if possiblc.
into cvery family in conncction wilth omt
Chmrch. Ielieving in the principic which T
liave abote stated, and haviag it in view W
wind up my letlers by an appeal toour eople’s
pockets, T thenght that 1 woald lay = basis for
this appeal upon the facls stated in wmy first
lelicr, and apon the information contained in
the reeond one s hocasee the braader the basis
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you lay, the larger and stronger a superstruc-
ture can you build upon it.

It may be said, * but why talk so much about
things which everybody knows? Everybody
knows the facts connected with commutation.’
My answer is: Apart from the fact that the
great body of the older members of the church
need to have their memories refreshed, a great
many of the younger ones know nothing at all
about what was done ten or fifteen years ago,
aad they have a right to know all about them
before being asked to subscribe one cent to the
Home Mission Fund of the Church. There is
no greater source of crror with those who
aspire to lead the mind of others, than to assume
that those whom they instruct or address know
more than they really do.  When 1 write, it is
not for ministers or cditors or representative
elders, but for the whole body of our people;
angd this will account for my entering so fully
into details.

I am not sorry that it has been necessary for
me to make these explanatory remarks, except
that it keeps me one month longer from enter-
ing into the marrow of the subject. Indeed I
feel thankful to you for drawing attention to
my letter, cven though it was in the way of
sharp criticism. I hiad no other object in writ-
ing than to excite the atlention of our people
to the condition of the Church, for the good of
the Church; and I ought to be satisfied cven
to be parsonally misapprehended and misrepre-
seated, i by such a sacrifice 1 could contribute
a little to the real and permanent interests of
our cause in this land.

Therc has been calmness on the surface for
the last two years by which the adherents of
our Church have been liable to Ue deceived.
There never was a time in the history of our
Church in this Province when it necded greater

alertness and zeal and devotion on thie part of

those who aave the ability and the pesition to
gaide its affairs. 1 have made myself acquaint-
cd with its history in the past, and [ believe
thiere hias never occurred so great & crisis *s
that in the midst of which we find oursclves;
and yei, whereas when the veal wants of the
Chiurch were not half so great, there used to be
bulletins issucd full of stirring appeals to the
people; and whereas The Preshylerian used to
cem with cloguent advocacy of the claims of
minislers, both these hiave ceased for the peried
indicated, and our people tmust ratarally have
come 10 the conclusion that thie millennial days
of “enough” have come upon us. 1 think
my letler and your remarks upon it must have
wndeccived them.

.

(N}

your first paragraph I expected 1 was going to
get a severe handling on the matters of fact
and principle stated in my letter. But after
setting out with indicating that you differed
from me, vou did not show any difference of
opinion after all, except in the way of nitbling
at two or three of my statements. You neither
disputed the facts set forth in my letter, nor
denied the alleged consequences ; and your
whole treatment of it gives me the impression
that y.u felt called upon to say something
derogatory to it, but yet did not very well know
what to say. But why you should feel your-
self called upon to attack my letter is wmore
than I can make out, for it was written soberly
and temperately.

It was very unfair of you to say that [
complained of the commuting ministers. |
challenge you or any one clse to find in it one
word of ¢comnplaint regarding them in particular.
The letter contained first & plain statement of
facts; and I subinit if it was not an uvnmanly
appeal with which you concinded the paragraph,
as to the rapid thinning of the ranks of the
commuting ministers. There is no one who
docs not regret that; and if the mere saying
of it would perpetuate their services to the
Church I know every one of their bretliren,
privileged and non-privileged; would shout out
with the courtiers of Ncbuchadnezzar of old,
O Xings live for cver.” But we have to deal
with things as they are, and not as we would
wish them to be; and as their names are associ-
ated with what has become, through their gene-
rosity mainly, ngreat public frust of the churceh,
they cannot and ought not to complain.  There
iz nothing reiating to thei: conduct in the
matter of which they need L2 ashamed, bug
much from which they ought to reap great
satisfaction, and they uced not fear however
narrowly the whole transaction is cnquiresd
into. On the contrary, their share in commmu-
tation will give thema right 1o aniche in the
temple of history nts having shown themselves
in the matter worlhy of their cailing, superior
10 temptation, and actuated by 2 noble and
generous affection for theic Church. 1 know
this view is shared in by the younger brethren
of the Church, and they do not need o be
lectured upon their obligations to the fathers
of the Church. Pcople don't like their bene-
factors to be always casting up in their lecth
the benefits which they have reccived at their
benefactor's hands—ihis, tends to take away
greatly foom the sense of obligation. Norisit
necessary thatat every step and turn which
we take we should stop like the Mussclman to

And aow for yoar criticisms.  From reading ' give thanks and acknowledge our obligations,
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a5 I feel assured that our older brethren would
not relish hearing perpetual changes rung upon
their praises, but would nauseate it.

And I feel certain that men who have done
s0 much for the Church in the past, who have
laboured so faithfully and so well for iisin-
terests, would not desire to choke off the dis-
cussion of any matter connected with its wel-
fare, even though their names and position may
be passed under review in the course of dis-
cussion. Nor dov I sec why they should wince,
a3 they seem to do, under any allusion that
may be made to the average mortality in their
numbers, as that is one of the clements that
1must be taken into account in making au esti-
matc for the provision of hboth the present and the
fature. Assurance companies are not thought
t1delicalc ipstitutions, although they take for
granted that so many people are likely to die
in each year that is fulure from the fact that
§0 many people bave died in each yvear that is
past. We, the sons of them, our fatkers, are only
following in their footsteps, in seeking to im-
prove our position in every legitimate way;
for the records of the church tell us that when
they were voung men twenty-five or thirty
years ago they discussed such subjects at their
Srnods, and did not think it atall presumptaous
to do so, not only appealing to the Churchin
Scotland for aid towards weak and struggling
congregations. but also demandiag their rights
At the hands of the Colonial Legislature.

The argument which you pointed outin your
criticism of my lctter as a ““bad one,™ is nof a
bad one. It is clear as day that if two minis-
ters of equal gifts and graces appear as candi-
dates before & vacant corgregation,—and that
is what | supposed,—nnd are alike acceptahle
to the people ; bat if it should trauspire that
one of them is in receipt of $430 or $100 from
& Church fand over and above what they could

give hiw, whilst the otheris wholiy dependent
" upon their iiberality, they would choase the
JSormer, and they woald be fools if they wonld

xo!

1 sabmit too if your remarks aneat prelecy
as compared with Presbylery were not merely
cd caplandum. To say that Presbyterianism in
‘*any shape or form,” isbetter than prelacy, is
Jastsaying that onc name is hetter than another,
without regard to the thing.  Your don't object
to what is rirtsally prelacy—ranks and grad-
ations in the clergr—so long as it is called
Preshyterianism. The grea! point &t issne be-
tween the iwo sTstems of ceclesiastical pality
is whether or not there shall be ranks and
goadations amongs? the ministers of the Word,
and so | hold that we have at least the great
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princisle that distinguishes jrelacy—that
which is most odious in P’relacy withoutits bet-
ter feature, it8 cffective centralizing power,
that power of which our Church courts every
vear feel the want in dealing with ecclesiast:-
cal abuses.

In regard to voluntaryism having nothiny
to do with matters under consideration, not su
fast, please, Mr. Editor. It is the very evil
which we are trying to guard against, in hav.
ing & Home Mission Scheme. There is a vast
difference between denominational volantaryism
and congregatioaal voluntaryism. The former
1 think & most admirable principle, but the lat-
ter is utterly helpless for Church extension.
The various Methodist organizations, the Free
Chureh of Scotland, and also the United
P'resbrterian Churchof Scotiand, are ali volun.
taries according to the former rendering, but
not according to the latter, at least in practic:
They all hold that whilst some portions of the
Church are self-sustaining and more than tha:,
other portions of it are not so; and they de-
duce the duty hence of the stroager coming to
the help of the weaker, and so habits of benit-
cence are formed in the hearts of congrega-
tions which are mwore than scif-sustaining, and
a stronger dencminatioual attachment is the
consequence, for men naturally take an inter-
est in anything upon which they have bestowed
some thought and labour and scif-denial. And
this is just what is desiderated in Canada. We
look to the strong to help the weak in the way
of Keeping up a fund—call it & susfealafio:.
Sfund, or what you please—and 1 hope our Mi»-
sionary ministers going into the new districts
will never be left to the tender mercies cf
voluntarvism pure and simple. What I argued
for was mo! an cndowment—alas! the day of
this is past, and it was aliowed togo past witl.-
out the Church putting forth any extraordinars
cfforts to retain it. What I desire is something
like a sustentation fund, cither administered
as the present fand is, a portion {0 crery minis-
fer thereby making every one to some extent
independent—or reserved entirely for assisting
weak congregations, the priaciple of volun-
taryism being amply cfficient in large and
wealthy congregations, indeed more cfficient
than endowments, as shown so well in that de-
lightful book, * the Life of Story of Rasaeath.”
1 hope, therefore, Mr. Editor, in the futare you
will ot pick me up till | have fallen down.

It was the ¥ unkindest cut of all™ for you to
prejudice noy letter in the estimation of your
readers by hinting that it was promptied by a
personal griecance.  Manliness on your part
should have spared me this when [ began my
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letter Ly deprecating any such constructions
teing put upon it.
deny that with others I have been disappointed
over and over again in not receiving a share
from the Temporalities Board, and that I have
cven complained as fo the details of their
management—complaints which [ am ready to
>sbstantiate, if called upon, at the proper time
and place ; but 1 dv deny that in speaking in
tehalf of eighteen or nineteen ministers—one-
sixth part of the whole—I am justly cbarged
tith giving expression to an individual grie-
Tance.

As to my beginning withk my oxn people, you
assume that they have done or are doing no-
thing on the premises. [ shall not say that
they any more than others have reached the
«remplary standard of beneficence ; but mean-

while it is only justice to them that I should ;

say that they bave, considering their number

and means, done their part at least 50 well,—

1 shall hereafter shew,—that if all other con-

é
gregations of the church would do as weli; :
i ROBERT CAMPBELL.

there would be no ground of distress in the
present or alarm for the future. Besides their

I should not attempt to | poses,

9

ordinary expeuditure fur congregational pur-
theic contributions to the Synods
Scheme, and the yearly aid they bave given

! towards organizing new congregatiens within
i

the bounds of the Presbytery of Guelph, they

; have not only contributed the $50 annually
. which the Synoc bas enjoined to the Cot-
: tingent Fund, but out of the $225 which I have
: been disappointed in obtaining from the Tem-

poralities’ Board they have made up $130, after
their resources were already taxed to tle
utmost tension. From this you will perceive
that personally 1 have litile ground of com-
plaint, and that your argumenium ad hominem
is not fair. But although I hold that it is not
right to assume that a man has no right to be
heard on a matter in which his own personal
interests are concesned, I also hold that hisis a
narrow soul that never travels beyond tle
limits of Lis own interests, nor sceks to pro-
mote the welfare of others.

I am, your obedt. servant,

The Manse, Guelph, Feb. 15th, 1566.

Arfides  Eommunicated.

WHY ARE WE PROTESTANTS ?

established of reeciving no-
b thing through the medium

of any cclestial organiza-
tion, which docs not come

revaaled word, the cum-
brous superstructure of

vai with
Romish church has overlaid the simplicity
of the truth taught by our Lord and his

Apostles, can no longer maintain its position.

principle that mea are to receive Divine

truth ounly from a visible church, super- .

: Christ Jesus.”
. which clustered around everything connce-
rulers, can : ted with the carly history of our Lord had
their belicf in penances, in the sxcrifice of ;| attached a high degree
the mass, the worship of the Virgin Mary, :

uaturally cndowed with the power of pre-
scribiag whatever may scem expedient to
its rulers, can rest on any reasonable grounds

H

i  The paying of divine honours to the
HEN the principle is once |

to us authorised by God's

dogmas, nites and obser- .
which the

Virmin Mary was onc of the first corrup-
tions that crept into the carly Church. The
reaction azainst Arianism,with the incvitable
onc-sidedness which all reactions assume,
had led men, while engaged in maintaining
the perfect divinity of Christ, to forget or
overlook a truth no less distinetly taught
by revelation, that of His perfect humanity.
The minds of mcen had, as it were, exalted
Him into a mere distant Godhead, removed
to an immcasurable distance from the wants
and sympathies of humanity, and they began

. , to fecl the need of the really human
Only those who still cling to the pernicious |

mediator, partaker of these wauts and
sympathics, as well as of our framc, whom
thcy had forgotien to see in the ** Man
The hallowed associations

of vencration to the
of the Virgin Mother, and to her

Prayers to saints or anpcls, purgatory, of | men now turned as the cmbodiment of
any of the unscriptural dogmas, which the | human sympathy and love, and of the
ilomish Church, asif to show how fear- ; feminine qualitics of tenderness and com-
fully the power which she claims may be | passion which Christ himsclf had in His
abused, has from time to time inculcated | perfect manhood most fully cmbodicd. The
upon the belief of ber children. | title ** Mother of God ™ had early attached
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itself’ to her who is spoken of in the

Gospels only as < the Mother of Jesus,”
and human hearts began to turn to her

spirit in Heaven, as a being to whom they
mizht appeal as a mediator between them
and a Godhead which they thought too
awful to approach. The fascinations of
poectic imagery, the beauty and purity of
that idea of the Divine Mother to the
Divine child, and the gradual rise of
Chx:i:tian a:t, which scized upon this ideal
as ats favourite subject, all combined to
strengthen the hold which this dorma
wained upon the Church.  Nestorius,
Bishop of’ Constantinople in the fifth cen-

tury, attempted to withstand the tide which |

was rushing in this dircetion, but only to
meet with the most violent opposition and
persccution—ending in his deposition and
excommunication at  the Council of
Ephesus. a council characterised by a vio-
lence and turbulence which were a disgrace
to the name of Christianity. Nestorius
dicd in exile : —his followers, in the scclu-
~ion of their mountain recesses, have main-
tained amid surrounding darkness and cor-
ruption, a comparatively pure form of
Chiistianity, which in our own day has
awakened to an ardour and vitality recall-
iny the first days of the Christian Church.

The attempt of Nestorius was probably
the ast protest of any importance awainst
the incorporation inte the Church of
thi~ domma. Since then it has gone on
widening and strengthening its influence,
adding at one time the lewend of the
ascension of Mary,—at anether the belief
in miracles wrought by images of the
Madonna, and Iatterly inour own aze. which
we eall cnlizhtencd. the dorma of the
Tmmaculate Conception.  We know how
supplications to her are incorporated in the
ritual of the Romish Church. and ne once
familiar with the reliions condition of the

continent of Europe will deny that the -

=lory of the Virsin Mather has. in general.
completely wershadowed the iory of the
Divine Sun, the Saviour of the world.  To
her are conseerated the way-side shrine. the
worzeans  Cathedral; her image holds
freqacntly the place of hanour abave 2l
others: to her in many places the pravers
of the people are almast exclusively directed.
and i her their confidence s almost
exelusively reposed.

But, hawever naturally this error may
Lave sprunze up.—however much there is
«fwhat i< purc and beautiful in the ideas
“hich surraunded it.—it is enough for
these who in all things would appeal to the
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+ text of Seripture authority, to know
that there is not in Scripture a shadow of
ground whereon to rest it, but that, on the
centrary, itis opposed to the whole spirit of
" the teacking of Christ and his Apostle-.
There is nothing whatever in the Seriptural
account of the relations of Christ and bi,
~earthly parcnt, to warrant the rendering tv
' her of any honour or reverence greater
than that which attaches to the memaory of’
any whom God has signally honoured, stiil
less is there auy ground for looking upon
her as a mediator between our Elder Bra-
ther in heaven and  His people on carth.
We donot even find any clear evidence
that Mary, during her Son’s carthly career,
ever fully understood the spiritual charac-
ter of Mis mission.  Had it heen o, some
expression of it would naturally have been
found.  From whatever reason. we do not
find her mentioned among the wemen who
fullowed Jesus wherever he went ; and on
" one occasion, the natural reading of the
account in the third chapter of Mark would
lead us to belicve that she had joined the
fricnds who ¢ went out tvlay hold on Him.”™
for they said, © He is beside Himself2” On
that occasion, when the message was
brought that His mother and brethren stood
without calling Him, Hc uttered the re-
markable words: ** Who is my mother and
whe are my brethren?” It may have
been with a sorraw{ul sense that they whe
were nearest to Iim according to the flesh.
were sceking to interfere with Him when
about His Father's business,—but ccr-
tainly to inculeate the lesson that those
who were hound to Him by the tics of
blood were in no dezree more closely re-
lated to Him as the Syrionr, than the
most humble of His spiritual follower-.
J.ooking round about on them which sat
about Him he said, “ Behold my mother
and my brethren! For whasaever shall do
the will of Ged, the samie is my brother and
my sister and mather.”  When a Jewish
woman on anather occasion enthusiastically
exclaime 1. ¢ Blessed is the womb that bare
theeand the paps which theu hast sucked,”
he replied. * Yea. rather blessed are they
that hear the word of God_ and keep 3t.”
His aentle disclaiming of His mother's
interference at the marriage of Cana of
Galilee is annther instance of the consist-
cney with which our Lord, whilein his
filial chameter asin all others an ** example
that we should follow his steps,” and while
rendering ta Mary the right respect and
obedicnee of a son,—was vet carcful to
| distinzuish between His human character
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as her son according to the flesh, and His ;  What has been said of addressing prayers
Divire character as Son of the Eternal | to Mary, applies, of course, even more
Father, and to keep His sacred mission | strongly, to the system of prayers to saints
more distinct from the interference of hu- | or angels. It has been said that, if it is
man ties orinfluence. How, in the fuce of | right to ask the prayers of Christians on
this uniform course, and in the absence of | earth, it cannot be wrong to ask for those
a single passage to support the pretensions ’ of the saints whom God has taken to
of Mariolatry, a Church which professes ;| heaven. But for the one we have a war-
to hold its authority from the Word of God | rant, which we have not for the other.
can contiuue from onc generation to an- | Christ says, “ If two of you shall agree on
other to encourage the aduration of the . earth as touching anything that they shall
Virgin, and the offering to her of prayers, | ask, it shall be done for them, of my Father
entreating her intercession with her Divine , which isin heaven.” But he nowhere en-

Soun, is one of the mysteries of the enemy,
who while men slept, came and sowed tares ;
among the wheat.

Even could it b supposed that Mary
possessed all the power and influence attri-
buted to her—could it further be supposed
that she possessed so large a share of the
Divine attribute of omniscience as to take
cognizance of all the prayers which mil-
lions of people are daily offering to her, is
it not most dishonouring to our Saviour to
suppose that she, a human and created
being, one of those whom He came to save,
should he more loving and tender and |
sympathising than the Son of God and
Son of man, who “was wounded for our
transgressions and bruised for our iniqui-
tics,” who * bore our griefs and carried our
sorrows,” and who, now that He is passed
into the Heavens, is “ not an high priest
that cannot be touched with the feelinz of
our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are.” Can we suppose |
that Mary, of whose connection with her .
Son’s mission we hear so little, can be more
ready to hear and to help us than He who
has promised to be ** with us always, "—cver
at our side—present, though unseen, to help
us in dificulty —ruide us in perplexity— |
strengthen usin temntation and trial—com-
fort and support and succour us at all times,
as only He can do, whose love is so exhaust- |
less, and whose knowledge of the heart of .
man is so deep and true. Why, then, apply |
to any ather for what we can receive from |
Jesus Christ Himselt'; why offer up pray- |
ers which we have no certainty arc ever l

P
:
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. courages or suggests our asking the inter-

cession of those who are divided from us
by the mysterious gulf which separates the
living from the dcad. We know too little
of the mysterious state into which the dead
have passed, to be able to decide whether
they have any knowledge of what
on earth. Many reasons, indeed, would
lead us to believe that they have not.
Surely, then, the system of addressing our
supplications to those res ecting whom we
can have no ground of believing that they
are even conscious of them, when we can
go direct to Him who we know hearcth us
always, and who is more ready to answer
us than we are to ask, is both unwise and
unwarrantable. Nay, more: such prayers
arc a dangerous approach to that adoration
of any created beiag, which is so strictly
forbidden by Him, who says, “ Thon shalt
have no other before me,” and in
whose eyes idolatry has always been one
of the most heinous of sins.

The sacrifice of the mass, as itis called,
is another great distinguishing feature of
the Romish Church which can claim no

| Scriptural support. With its imposing

ceremonial, it was, no doubt, gradually
adopted .s the Church began to lose her
primitive parity, probably with the view of
impressing and ounciliating those heathen
nations whose outward show was not cal-
culated to attract, or who had been accus-
tomed to the elaborate and splendid rites of
their own religions. But neither in the
Scripture iteelf, nor in the usage of the

| carly Apostolic Church, can there be found

heard by her to whom they are addressed. ; any warrant for its observance.  The Old
Could we belicve the glorified spirit of | Testament sacrifices, from which its name
Mary to be cozmizant of what ocs on upon ;| and idea are taken, were for ever dowe
earth. we might belicve that it would cause ! away, when Christ had by ove offering
her pain even in heaven, to know that her . “ made propitiation for the sins of the
name had been made usc of to interfere | whole world.” The former ordinances,
with that cntire devotion to Himsclf which | which had been but shadows of the Dirine
Oar L_ord demands; that Aer image bad | and perfect sacrifice, were 0o need-
been interpesed between His redeeming | ed, snd it is entirely opposed to the teaching
love and the souls whe are the object of it. ¢ af the New Testament, to encourage, as the
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Romish Church does in thisrite, theidea that
Christ is in this ceremony anew sacrificed
bly the priest for the sins of the people.

Lesacrifice was to be made but once—the
consequences last for ever. The approach to
God through the blood of Christ has been
made for ever free, and no interposition of
rite or priest i3 now necessary to atone for
the sinner’s guilt. The countrite suppliant
has only, like the Reformer whose history
has been already alluded to, to believe that
his sins are forgiven him, and the condem-
nation forever removed. One only memo-
rial rite did Christ institute by which His
followers were charged t¢ commemorate
His wondrous act of love ¢ till He come.”
But the simplicity of that commemorative
rite, which, except that of baptisun, is the only
external observance respecting which He has
left any definite command—differs widely
from the pompous ceremonial which the
Romish Church has instituted in the Mass.
Accompanied by every accessory which can
add to its magnificence — gorgeous with
sign and symbol, with * chants which " as
a Roman Catholic describer deelures, ¢ re-
call the worship of Grecce and Rome, with
sweet and solemn strains of music, amid
rising clouds of sweet-smelling iucense, the
blaze of tapers, the sound of tinkling bells,”
it may, indeed, overpower the senses and
captivate the imagination, but it is dificult
to sec bow it can * awaken the right con-
templation of heavenly things,” or, teaching
the sinner his own sinful condition, and his
need of & Saviour, lead him to trust in
simple faith to the Lamb of God, who,
“by one offering, hath purified for ever
them that are sanctified.”

The doctrine of the real presence in the

Lord’s Supper may be merely alluded to in '

. Perhaps no feature of the Roman
Catholic creed has been the subject of more
keen and voluminous controversy than this,
and it would be impossible in small space
even to enter upon a discussion, the argu-
ments on which have filled volumes. It is
sufficicnt to say, as expressing the view
generally taken by Protestants, that as the
beaefit which the soul of the communicant
receives from the act of communion is en-
tirely of aspiritual nature. the spiritual pre-
scace of the Saviour in the Symbols which
recall his love to sinaers, scems all that can
be requisite, and that the words “ This is

my body,” &c.,spoken by our Saviour, when |
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pressions of our Lord must necessarily be
taken. A parallel instunce is when our
Saviour spoke to the woman of Samaria of
that living water * of which, if a man drink
he shall never thirst again,” and another is
when, long before the Lord’s Supper was
instituted, He spoke of Himselt as the
. living bread which came down {-om heaven.
* If Christ’s words in this passage be taken
. in the literal sense to support the idea that
| the real body and bluod of our Lord are
| prescut in the Eucharist, then we must also
take with equally literal exactness the
words “ Except ye eat the flesh of the Son
of man, and drink His blood, ye have no
life in you ;”—and must believe that no one
who has not in this ordinance been a par-
taker of the symbols, whether or not he 1nay
have had an opportunity of doing so, can be
partaker of eternal life,—a position which
would scarcely be maintained. It israther
1o be regretted, however, that this particular
point of differeuce between Protestants and
Roman Catholics has been dragged into
undue prominence. It is not an addition.
to Scripture, but rather o different interpre-
tation of it on which the Romish view is
based, and it was a point of difference
among the reformers themselves.  If the
holding of the * real presence” aids an
devout worshipper to realize more fully his
Saviour's love and presence, one would not
willingly deprive him of the help, yet there
is always the danger that such a belief may
lead to the impression that there is a magic
benefit conveyed in the mere performance
of the ritc, instead of in the reception by
faith, of its spiritual meaning.

A similar ecrror is held by the Romish
Church in the doctrine which it holds re-
specting Baptism. The teaching of the
Council of Trent is thus expressed,— If
any one denics, that, by the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ whick is conceyed in bap-
tism, the guilt of original sin is not remit-
ted ; or even asserts that the whole of that
which has the truc and proper nature of sin
is not taken away, but says it is only can-
celled or not imputed; let him be Ana-
thema.” There is nothing in the New
Testament to indicate that the ritc of hap-
tism % conceys the grace of our Lord Jesus

e —

. Christ,” or takes away the nature’ of sin.
l Baptism by our Lord and His disciples,

| was used simply ax a symbol of admission

to the Church, of curclment among Christ's

He Himselfin his rcal human body was | followers, a sign of the faith which they had

understood in precisely the same metaphor-
cal scose in which other metaphorical ex-

addressing them, will be most naturally |

already , as, for instance, when the kthio-
pian Eunuch asked Peter “ What doth
hinder me to be baptized ?"" and Peter
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replied, “ If thow belivrest with «ll thine | work so incomplete as o compel His people
- toresort to voluntary sufferings to wipe away

heart thou mayest.” In the case of in-
Yy

fant baptism, can it be reasonably sup-
posed, in the light which the teaching of

revelation throws upon the nature of the
ordinance, that by its performance there
takes place in the sonl of the unconscious

recipient that radical change of the heart und

their sins, nor has He ever said that such
self-inflicted sufferings are acceptable to
fIim. He tells us that these who will

" follow Him must take up their cross; batit

1

will which we call remeneration,—which can |
only take place once—and ofthe absence of
3 - . t
which change those who havebeen baptized
do in after life give but ton strong evidence.
To belicve this, would indeed be a greater
. . * 1
sacrifice of reason than God ever demands;

and by its total independence of any con-
scious participation in the sonlofitssubjects,
would tend to destroy moral rsponsibility,
and conversion, or the being born again
that would no longer be the voluntary turn-
ing to God, the reasonable sacrifice which
Scripture teaches us to helieve it is.

Qr can we believe fara moment, that He
who said, ¢ suffer littl» children to come
unto me,” would make the salvation of those
whom He c¢alls from this world in infancy,
in any degree dependent upon a rite which
is performed or neglected independently of
any voluntary action of theirs?  The only
true ground on which infant baptism can
stand is the principle of a consecration
which the parents muake of their child to
God, in espectation of the blessing which
He will give to their sincere endeavours to
perform the solemn vows which they then
assume to hring up their child, so far asin
them lics, to the service of Him to whom
they have been thus devoted.  The blessing
which the ordinance of baptism thus confers
must depend either on  the faith of the re-
cipient, if an adult, who promises for
himsclf, or on the faith of the parents who
promise for their child  Would that parents
fully realized the solemmity of the vows
which they thus so commonly assume! Did
they do so more generally—did they feel
that throughout their whole care of their
child their primary object was to be, under
God's blessing, to train him up for Christ's
service, surely we should have in Christ’s
Church fewer families where worldliness is
the dominating influence, and more in whi h
its youthful members, as they attain man-
hood and womarhood, would become earnest
living, devoted members of that Churchinto
which they were received in baptism ?

The system of penances is a natural con-
sequence of regarding sin merely in the
outward act, and in losing sight of Christ’s
sacrifice as the only possible and all suffi-
cient atoncment.

He did not leave His *

is the cross which, in the course of His pro-
vidence and of their duty, He lays upon
them, and ot one of their own devising.

¢ The daily round, the common task,

Will furnish all we ought to ask;

Room to deny ourselves ;—a road
To bring us, daily, nearer God.”

And the fulfilment of the self-denial
which our duty often calls us to exercise,
and the endvrance of the saffering which
the course of life and providence will too
surely bring upon us, will den and all, and
more than all, vur feeble strength, which we
little need to waste in uscless penances, not
commanded by Him, and which, thercfore,
we have no reason to helieve arc in accord-
ance with His will.

On confession, absolution, and extreme
unction, it is unnecessary to dwell at length.
They are natural accompaniments of a
system which, in every way, secks to build
up the power of its pricsthood, by making
them the arbiters of mau’s spiritaal destiny,
and the nccessary channels of God's grace.
But he to whom God's revealed word isan
open book, knows, without the aid of any
pricstly absolution, that if we * confess our
sins "’ to Him, who alone can forgive them,
“ He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.”” The prodigal son, returning in
penitence to his father’s house, does not
reqaire the interposition of any third person
to assurc him that his father has forgiven
him, and received him back to his favour.
As regards extreme unction there is some
difficulty in discovering what is considered
to be its actual vsc or efficacy. The ap-
plication of the oil to the person of the
dying man might at least be permitted as
harmless, were it not that this, like all the
other ceremonies of the Roman Church,
tends to produce a false peace ; and may at
that awful hour, when it is possible that the
sinner’s eternal destiny is trembling in the
balance, deceive him into trusting in the
magical efficacy of an outward rite, instead
of turning to the only sure refuge, the
Saviour, whose blood was shed for the re-
mission of sins. a for which

Pargatory is another , for whic
the Cﬁarc}:,yin virtue of olg::"privilege of
“ developing ' truth, is wholly responsible.
Had it been really a truth, to be given to our
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belief, it is strange that in the few but !
solemn intimations of a future state given by :
our Lord, when He speaks of the ‘‘everlast-
ing fire,”” prepared for the wicked, and the
“life cternal ” into which the righteous
shall enter—there is no mention whatever
of any intermediato state,—aud in the case
of the thief on the cross, who would, accord- -
ing to Roman Catholic ideas, have been a
subject for purgatorial discipline,—Christ
assured him that *“ to-day’* he sLuuld be with
him ¢ in Paradise.” In the absencethen,of |
any revelation respecting it, they who take
God’s Word as sole authority, cannot yield
their assent, at the bidding of the Romish
Church, to a doctrine which it adopted from
some of the ancient heathen philosophies.

It is quite true, however, that the Romish |
Church does hold the central truth of sal- !
vation through Jesus Christ, although it is .
sadly intercepted and obscured, by the rank
overgrowth of dogmas and observances
which have been added to it ; that many
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who have believed devoutly in these + tradi-
tions of men,”” have yet clung to Christ and
rested on Him as the foundation of their
hope. But the influence of error must

" always be an injurious one. When it mono-

polises the »lace of the truth, and leads
men to trust on false reliances, it is likely
to be a fatal one, and maintaining, as we do,
that the Church of Romeis not, as she
assumes, the true Church of Christ, itis of’
some importance to show thut so many of
her tenets are Anti-Seripturzl.  * By their
fruits ye shali know them ;" and if we find
a Church professing to hold its authority
from Scripture, teaching differently from
that Scripture, and giving ¢ for doctrine
tuc traditions of men,”’ it 1s surely atestas
to how far we are to aceept its high preten-
sions— remembering St Paul’s  solem:
charge ¢ If we or an angel from heaven
preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him
be accursed.” Iuxa.

@he Clhurches and their Fissions.

THE DUKE OF ARGYLL ON CREEDS AND
UNIONS. !
From the Edinburgh Scotsman.

a very vigorous shaking-up
in things spiritual or eccle-
siastical, and, though she is
naturelly somewhatstartled and
perplexed for the moment, she
will soon think the better of and
feel the better for the handling
. she has received. First, there
was an ecclesiastical meeting at which Drs.
Buchanan and Cairns set forth the beauties and
advantages of ecclesiastical union; and then
there was another meeting, made up of substan-
tially the same materials, at which the Duke of
Argyll carefully exbibited the beauties and al-

vantages of ecclesiastical divison and rivalry.
There is a purpose of union between two or
three different Churches, and the proposed |
terms are substantially that all the contractiog
parties shall adapt themselves or their profes- ’
sions, somewbat more completely than they do |
already, to the rulings and requirements of a

certain Confession. But the Duke of Argyll, |
addressing tbe contracting partics and all |
others, takes :he liber'y of suggesting that in-

atead of adapiing themsclvesato the Confession, .

they ought to adapt the Confession to them.
And the reasons His Grace assigns are no less

; stropg tban these— that in that document

* doctrines are laid down which no mau now
believes,” and that it contains* several passages
which it is impossible that the clergy who sign
it canfully believeor accept as theirown belief.”
Here is something (and there 13 a great deal
more of it) fitted to astonish many, 1o alarm
some, and even perhaps to enrage two or three,
besides the chironically cnraged Gibson: the
Confession of Faith contains some things that
arc not true, aud it is on some points untrue
Of course, these thing are too deep for us, and
we are not going intothem—having indeed little
more to say about the matter thau that, though
the Duke of Argrll may be accused by some
people of having ““attacked * the Confession of
Faitl, heisin reality only following up anattack
wiich was begun by Dr. Candlish, when the
Very Rev. Principal told first his students and
then the public (“ Reason and Revelation,” pp.
§5, G) that e teaching of the Confession and
the Catbchism on the subject of creation is con-
trary o factsand unwarranted by Scripture.
Far from wondering at or protesting against
the proposed union of certain of our Scottish
Churches, the natural f2cling of any onc stand-
ing in any degree apsart and unimplicated is
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wonder why they should ever have been dis-
joined. People who disagres on much more
numerous and incomparably more important
poiuts are to be found living in comparative
peace within one ecclesiastical fence in almost
all other countries.  Of course, one explanation
i5, that the Presbyterian system affords great
facilities for people who have orce entered upon
controversy putting others or putting them-
selves out of the Churck in which they happen
todwell. But that system affords also faciliiies
for letting or getting back again; and it is not
clearly the interest nor the inclination of any
class or party in this country toobject to those
facilities being taken advantage of, as they are
now propased to be in the cases of the Free, the
United, and the Reformed (Cameronian) Pres-
byterian Churcbes. Still there are some things
hard to understand in the manner in which the
work of union is gone about. In especial it does
not appear that any of the Churches now draw-
ing together either think differently or think less
of any of the disputed points which at firat put
and have till now kept them separate ; nor does
it appear that the proposed upion is between
the Churches whichapproach nearest each otber
in principle. It would be easy both to uader-
stand and admire a declaration that the
Churches, contemplating those matters which
have hitherto formed wallsof partition bettieen
them, have come either to alter opinions regard-
ing them or 10 sec that they have been giving
them undue importance. Butitdoes not afpear
that any party acknowledges either thatit was
wrong in its opinion, or wroug in giving uffect
* to that opinion by separation ; so that the ques-
tion thrusts itself forward, if they still think
themselves right to have separated, how can
they think it right now to unite? Agaip, there
is obviously greater Gifference in principle be-
tween at least two of the Churches proposing to
unite than betwecn one of these Churches and
another Church, from which that one hus but
lately separated, and against which it braathes
woc and war. The Free Church differs or has
differcd from the Established Church only on
one point—it differs from the United Freshy-
terian Church on two poiots, one of which
is the point on which it differed from the
Estsblished Church. On the point regard-
ing which thosc now constituting the Freo
Church came out of the Establisbment and were
separate, the United Presbyteriang held that
not the now Free-Churchmen butthose who re-
mained were in the right; so that, as to prin-
ciple, Free-Churchmen, it might be thought,
would regard the United Presbyterians as
under the same condemnation /s the Establish-
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mept. Further, the Ur-ited Presbyterians were
under another condemnatior, from which the
Establishment was absolved—they beld, and at
least vaguely profess yet to hold, that the Civil
Magistrate, as such, is forbiddeneitherto favour
or to discourage in things religious ; whilst the
Established and Free Churches agree in hold-
ing that it is the Civil Magistrate's right and
duty to repress heresies and promote the true
religion. It is true that the actual or practical
position of the Free Church is changed—but
she bas not renounced any of ber principles ;
and it might be argued thatin such a case
what has to be counsidered is deliberately
avowed and permanent principle, not tempo-
rary. accidental, and constrained practice.
There i3 a good deal, however, in the remark
that might be made—that the Free and the
United Presbyterian Churches are approaching
each other through means of one changing its
acts and the other changing its words. The
Free Church bas become Voluntary inprac-
tice——and the United Presbyterian Churceb, in
the articles of union, renoucces Voluntaryism
in principle. Perhaps this is not an unfair ex-
change, and we are by no means inclined to
make any objection, could one be certain that
a fair exchange between the two parties did not
amount to the possible robbery of & third party,
aud that party the public. The resolutions,
however, intended to form the basis of the union
embrace this very formidable priuciple—that,
where the two parties are agreed in a theological
opinion, even though they may therein disagree
with Cluristendom in general, it is then * the
duty and province of a Christian Legislature to
enact such laws as are necessary” for the en-
forcement of that opinion upon the community
atlarge. Without at all objecting to the pro-
posed union, & wishmay be expressed thatterms
could have becn arranged somewhat less threat-
ening to the public interests, and less distinctly
renunciatory of the rudimentary principle of
religious liberty. .
But, whilst such & spirit is abroad as that to
which the Duke of Argyll gave such powerful
utterance even in the City Hall of Glasgor, it
is not perhaps of very much practical import-
ance wbat this or that Church may choose to
put down upon paper. The time cannot be
favourable for the lengthening and tightening
of creeds, much less for their legisiative enforce-
ment upon the pablic, when a maa ofthe justly
high religious position of the Duke of Argyll
can risc from the chair of a rcligious meetiog,
to say that whbat may be called the national
creed needs to be cut down and corrected, and
is not now subscribed in good faith even by the
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clergy. Many people will doubtless be open-
wmouthed against that speech, and will, whilst
operiog their mouths against what the Duke
has said, shut their eyes to the fact that Dr.
Candlish had said substantially the same thing
hefore. The Very Reverend Principal said as
to onc specified point just what the Duke says
of one or more ungpecified points—that *doc-
trines are laid down which no man now be-
lieves,” and, consequently, *“the clergymen
who sign that decument cannot believe it.” It
is none of our business here to discuss whether
the Duke and the Principal are or are not right
in their declaration that, on one ornore points,
the Confession of Faith is mistaken and even
incredible. But it is not zoing beyond the pro-
per province tosay that, since they are agreed
s0 far, the coursc proposed by the Duke is in-
comparably more decent, more rational, ard
especially more religious than that adhered to
by the Principal. The Duke would simply re-
move what is, in his and Dr. Candlish’s opinion,
incorrect ; the Principal, admitting that there is
something there that was never true and has
now become incredible, would still force clergy-
men to 'sign that somcthing as a Scripteral
truth and an expression of their helief—would
make all preachers of truth keep pledging
themselves to what he and they regard as an
untruth about the beginning of the world, even
unto the end of the same.

SPEECH OF THE DUKE OF ARGYLL.

Tus Duke of Argyll, who was received with
loud applausc, after some introductory remarks,
said—There are undoubtedly some efforts after
& united Christendom which must be good,
which must do good to ourselves and to those
with whom we have to deal. I do not merely
refer to what may be called a charitable spirit,
because there may be many significations of
that word. There is onc word in the English
language capable of yet higher meanings than
those to which it is usually applied, of which
Tennyson the poet says that it has been

~Soailed with all ignoble use.”

Now, I do not know that there is any word of
which it may be more truly said that it bas been

** Soiled with all ignobdle use’”

than this word charity. (Hear, hear.) Very
often it has been taken to mean the mere giv-
ing of alms ; and ¢ven when we speak of itin
regard to our own feclings with respect to
others, I think we are very apt to deceive our-
selves as to the real spirit with which we
regard our opponeats. I think we are very apt
to look with a sort of proud compassion upon
those who differ from us—a spirit wbich, I am
sare, is ncither profitable for ourselves nor
tending to produce good in the opinions and
i{n the principles of others. How different are
these significations of the word with that which
wc learn in the New Testament—how very dif-
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ferent from that glorious gitt of which we ure
told by one Apostle that it will “ cover a mul-
titude of sins,” and by another Apostle that it
will remain when the voices with which we
are $o foad of disputing shall be silent, and the
knowledge of which we are so proud shall have
vanished away. (Applause.) But there are
undoubtedly some efforts after union which, as
I said before, must do good and must be good.
If by chbarity we mean a sincere endeavour to
se¢ what may be good and true in the opinions
of others—if we mean also that we shall not
endeavour to think more higbly of ourselves
than we ought to think, then undoubtedly such
efforts after union must be good, and must re-
sult in the most beneficial consequences to the
interests of Christian truth. But we must
always remember, after sll, that the union with
one set of men very often means wider separa-
tion from another set of men. (Applause.)
Now, as to to the objects of Christian union,
viewed in connection, of course, with our bond
of union, which is the cxclusive authority of
the Holy Scriptures, I cannot help saying that
the object which is set before many minds at
prescnt as a very important object is one as to
the ‘1tility and value of which 1 have the great-
est possible doubt. It is impossible not to see
that what many men mean by a united Chris-
tendom nicans a great system of priesthood—
one system of priesthood over the whole of
Christendom. Union with the Roman Catholic
Church evidently means that, for it is the
fundamental principle upon which that Church
is founded. (Hear, hear.) Now, I think that
so far from this being o desirable object, it is a
real danger to Christian truth, and that, if i1
could he effected to-morrow, it ought most
carnestly on all accounts to be avoided. (Ap-
plause.) It is very difficult to persuade our-
sclves—but it is a truth—that our opinions on
all matters, and on charity among others, are
to a considerable extent—not exclusively, of
course, but are 1o a considerable extent—the
result of causes and not of rcesons. It is very
difficult to persuade oursclves of this as regards
oursclves, but we see it as regards other men
and there can be no doubt of this, that if we
look back upon the history of human opinion,
whether in theology or in other matters, there
have been certain periods orages in which there
were certain defined tendencies of opinion.
How they arose it is sometimes difficult to ex-
plain, but the inevitable tendency of such opi-
nions is 10 Tun to excess; and I know no safe-
guard against that except the independence of
individual action, and the independeace of in-
dividual churches. (Applause.) Now, it is
not neccessary to go back to the period of the
Reformation to prove this. Even enlightened
Roman Catholics themselves admit that, at the
period of the Reformation, tendencies which
bad arisen early in the middle ages, had gone
on accumelating to such an extent that there
were corruptions which if they did not justify
at least fully accounted for the revolt against
Rome, which ¢nded in the Reformation. But
I say we nced not go back to that period in
illustration of the principle to which I have
referred. 1 think we may look at the present
state of the Roman Catholic Church as an ex-
cellent example of that ; and 1 will take upon
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this subject a witness who cannot be supposed
to be specially unfavourable to that commu-
nion. A very remarkable book has lately been
published by no less distinguished & man than
Dr. Pusey, in which he gives an accouat of the
state of the Roman Church as regards the
adoration, of worship, or cultus, or whatever
they may call it, which is now addressed in
that communion to the Virgin Mary. Another
part of Dr. Pusey’s book is devoted to the ex-
pression of an earnest—I think I may call ita
morbid—craving after union with that very
Church. (Hear, hear.) e desires to see the
Eonglish communion placed in close union with
the Roman Catholic Church; and that I may
not be supposed to misrepresent his opinions,
and to show that he really does point to a
great system of priesthood which shall include
all Churches of Christendom under that very
system which bas led to the views which he
himself deplores, and which be considers the
great impediment in the way—I will read
another extract from his book. He says—* It
may be that on such negociations "—that is,
negociations with a view to union with the
toman Catholic Church—* it may be that on
such negociations she might offer such expla-
nations"—that is, the English Church—* of the
Thirty-nine Articles as the Roman and Greek
Churches would accept—such agare suggested
by Bossuet and Dupin; or, according to the
precedent of the Council of Florence, the
Thirty-nine Articles of the Council of Trent,
which were so largely directed against the
errors of Luther, might pass away, and be
merged in the Eighth General Council of the
once more united Christendom.” This clearly
shows that Dr. Pusey pants after a union
which shall be consummated in & (ieneral
Council of the united pricsthoed of Europe—
that very priesthood which has been teaching
the system of Mariolatry which he condemas.
(Applause.) Now, it is very easy to see that
what have been called the divisions of Chris-
tendom have been over-ruled, under the good
Providence of God, to the fulfilment of His
promise that the truth, somewhere at least,
should be preserved in his Caurch. (Applause.)
Dr. Pusey speaks of the old quarrel between
the Western and the Eastern Churches as
+* that unbappy quarrel ;” whereas I believe it
to be trae, or at least probably true, that if the
(ireck Church is at this moment less bound to
any corrupt system than the Church of Rome
—as 1 believe it is—it is becruse in the good
Providence of God it has been Kept separate,
and has not been subjected to the inHuence of
that united priesthood which has prevailed over
the Church of Rome. (Applause.) And so,
again, in vegard to the Churches which are
nearer oursclves. Look at the cxplanation
which Dr. Puscy himself gives of one of the
Articles of the Church of Englaud, which is
onc of the many which he rather trics to ex-
plain away. Happily it is a doctrine of the
Church of Eangland, laid down in its forma-
laries, that General Councila cannot be cn-
trusted implicitly in the interpretation of the
Word of God. There is a distinct Article in
the Church of Eogland which says that Ge-
neral Councils may err, and have erred. Now,
what is the explanation which Dr. Pusey gives

of that ? He says that that Arucle was drawn
up at a time when the Church of England was
afraid of a General Council in which she
should be in the minority. Exactly; that is
the way in which truth is preserved in the
Cburch of Christ. Unfortunately it is too
true that it is only when our own personal in-
terests and our own personal opinions are in
danger that we are then led to see general
truths which are of greater value than we
know of at the tiwme; and my sincere belief is,
that not only is the antagonism of individual
opinion a necessary instrument in the main-
tenance of Christian trath, but that a certain
amount of aptagonism between different Chur-
ches, originating in different opinions, starting
in different circumstances, and impelled by
different energies, is an essential clement 10
the maintenaunce of Christian truth, and, indeed,
to the avoiding of such terrible cvils as we
have seen described by Dr. Pusey, in regard
to the worship of the Virgin Mary. (Applause.)
And this brings me to say & word in regard to
those creeds and confessions which are the
symbols of the separate Churches, and on
which they set very naturally a very great
value. There is undoubtedly at the prescnt
time somewhat of a reaction in the Christian
world against creeds and catechisms. Now,
I confess I am not one of those who ure ever
disposed to depreciate what is called scientific
dogmatic theology. In tbe first place, it seems
to me to be an instinct of the buman mind—
I am sure there is no nation in the world in
which it appears to be a stronger instinct
than among the Scotch people—but I say it is
an instinct of the humnn mind 10 desire to re-
duce to a logical and precise formn all the sub-
jects of their knowledge. (Applause.) And
we may depend upon it, that as this is an
instinct—an undoubted instinct in the human
mind—so it is an instinct which has a legiti-
mate sphere of operation; and my own beiief
is that it will be impossible under the doctrine
which I trust we shall ever maintain of the
freedom of individual opinion—I think it will
be impossible for Churches wholly to do with-
out creeds, catechisms, and definitions of dog-
matic theology. But the great thing, ladies
and gentlemen, is that we should always re-
member that they should be kept in their
proper place, and it is of immense importance
that we should remember what they are—that
they are purely human abstracts of what we
conceive to be the truth of the GGospel; that
they have not the authority which the Bible
itself hag; and that too often they nie aptto
represent & passing aspect of the truth. 1do
not know that we can refer to a better exampie
than our own Westminster Confession, which
in many respects is so noble—I will say so
magnificent—an abstract of Clhristinn truth.
(Applause.) You probably know, many of yon
at least, that the Westminster Confession was
not the original confession of the Scotch
Church-—that it was not the confession of John
Knox and Andrew Mclrille—that on the con-
trary, it was a corfession drawn up avowedly
in order to secure uniformity of opinion and
uniformity of practice not only in Scotland,
but also in England; and, undoubtedly, in
framing that confession, the eminent men who
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drew it up were induced to enter upon subjects
which, properly speaking, do not belong to
faith; as, for example, when it is l2id dowa in
the Coniession of Faith that it is the duty of
the Civil Magistrates to maintain unity in the
Church of Christ. (Applause.) Now, ladies
and gentlemen, I am going up to-night to join
my colleagues, who are te hold Cabinet Coua-
cils during the next week in London, but I am
happy to say that we shall not consider it any
part of our duty to maintain unity in the
Church of Christ; and I nm not very sure that
if we had such aduaty we should not * castoot”
among ourselves. (Laughter.) Atall events
I would strongly recommend my right honour-
able friend on my left, the Lord Provost of
Glasgorw, not to try his jusisdiction in main-
wining unity among the Churches of Christ in
Glasgow. (Renewed laughier) There are
wmatters which are entered into in the Confes-
sion of Faith, and doctrines are laid down
which I apprehead no man now belieses. It
is absolutely necessary therefore that in sign-
ing such confessions of faith a certain amount
of licence and liberty should be given to the
indiviauzl conscience. And fortunatels the
Gonfession of Faith itsclf lays down the prin-
ciple that “ the Lord alone is Lord of the con-
science,” and that no man is to be boaad 0
any doctrine or to any belief which be dacs
not consider to be founded on and to be provea-
blc by the Word of God. (Applause.) Now, be-
fore I sitdown, I would like 10 say a word or
two upon another matler of very great import-
ance, and that is, the bearing which oar belief
inthe supremmacy of the Scriptures hasupon the
many speculations which are now abroad in
tbe Ghristian world on vatious questions con-
nected with the Ghristinn faith. There is no
doubt whaterer that this is a period in meaay
minds of very great alarm. 1 have nlready
referved o that remarkable work of Dr. New-
map, ia which be gives ap account of the pro-
gvess of his own mind from bring & member of
the Church of England, and originally closcly
connccled with the esangelical parly in that
Chaurch, to the Church of Rome. Awnd here I
wonld say that I know no work of our day
which is more decply intoresting than that
Apology of D Newman. It is a work of
which 1 do not hesitate 1o say that whateser
we may think of the watoning powers which
are there, it is impussible not to admire the
senins and W love the characier of the man.
He wells us distinctly that it is {ear of the
power displayed—he dissolving and corroding
po=er of the human inlellect on religious qres-
tigns—1that has made him look outl for some
Yraakwater that shall prevent its intends on
Christian trath. | shoald Kke to read yona

ge in which Dr. Newman defings the
wathority whichk ke looks to as the aaly pos-
sible anthoniiy Ecicnt o dam back the on-
croachiag walers of the haman intellect; be-
cazse we Wasl make up onr miady, if we are
frightened at the jwogress of free opinion—:f
we dread to allow the haman mind 10 exerast
15 powess with that peifect freedom which we
tave $0 oflen agseried, and vpon which we at
the Reformation canselves slood—if we thnak
o e consequennes of thal freedom, and
«te ioclised o po back to the old rolten safe.
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graards of ecclesiastical dominion—then, I say,
it is right that we should know the extent to
which that dominion is claimed. And 1 confess
1 never read a passage in any work which has
struck me more than that in which Dr. NXewman,
one of the proudest and subtlest intcllects, |
would say, in this country, has laid down the
doctnine which he accepts as regards the
power of the Christian priesthood. First of
all, he says of the Bible—* Experience proves
surely that the Bible does notansiwwer a purpose
for which it was never intended. It may be ac-
cidentally the racans of the conversion of indi-
viduals, but 2 book after all cannot makestand
sgainst the wild, rough iotellect of man; and
on this day it begins to testify, as regards s
own structure and contents, to the power of
that universal solvent which is so successfully
working on universal establishments.” He
looks, then, to the nuthority of ithe Roman
Church, and he defines it in these words:—
*t That authority has the prerogative of an n-
direct jorisdiction on subject matters which hie
beyond its own proper himits.” e says that
with.n religions subjents properly so called, it
is infallible, upon all subjects that immediately
surround them and touch them—and what
gubjects are not included in that description—
it has magisterial and absolute authonty zalso
% bevond its own proper limits, and it most
reasonably has such jurisdiction. 1t could not
act in its own province, unless it had also the
night toact out of it. Tho CGatholic Ghurch
claims right not only to judpe infallibly oa re-
ligions q®cstions, bul o animadrert on opi-
nions in sccular matters which bear upon reli-
gioa—all matters of philosophy, of scicace, of
litesature, and of history, and it demands our
submis.don to its ¢lnims. 1t claims 10 coensure
books, to silence authors, and o forlnd discas-
sion. It must of course be obeyed without =
word.”? There is the claim o which yonu musl
sabwit, if you arc not willing to face the dan-
gers, whatever they may be, of free discossion
and of free plaxr to the haman intclicet. 1
for one baTe no doabt whatever of the chaice
whichIshall make. (Applawse.) 1 belicve thay,
in the domain of Texson, we can wmeet thase who
donbz by showing that il there are difficalues
in belief there are difficaliies wndaitely harder
inaabelicf. (Applanse.) laregard 1o the specn-
Iations which are now going on in the Ghrisizan
wosld, and which creale sachalamm e maay
minds, let me saf this, that ther may be clarsed
Toughly in twe categorics. Une class i the
class of those wha epenly a3d avewedly are
auzcking Christianily; and with them we
mast deal accondiag to the principles of thear
owa argamenls, m far as we an adopt them,
with perfect caadosns, cadeavonring o posal
oat, 23 | kmve shotrs vou, that the dificslnes
of aalelic? are mach greater than those of bee
Iel. (Applasmsce.) Fet there is anoibes great
class, and | am nalsmie tial iLig wol thwee of
which we are weakly somewhat mave alarned
than of the atker—gpecalatisns as 1o Chnsian
docisine, which profess at least to e simvals
withia the limmits of Chrstzan fanh—speeslations
of men as williag to appral te Sempise as we
are, aad 1 (iak tat 1 semand to theen, we
shonld aloears mmeet Them in the wpdnit of the
wmast pesfeet Frveadliness amd camdess, (A
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plausz) I for one am not one of those who
are prepared to say of any doctrine which has
a new phase that the mere fact of its novelly
condemns itas necessarily untrue. (Applause).
Let as liear what is said by a great divine of
the Church of England, the author of perhaps
wne of the greatest works which has ever been
written on Christian philosophy, and which, 1 |
Yelieve, will not cease for many ages to be the
fountain uf thoughts leading to the most im-
puttant consequences in the development of the
Christian Clhurch. Hear what Butler says in
his Analogy—(a pplause)—in regard to Serip-
tare.  So far from sayving that there can be
nutking new—that we have already got the
whole of it out—that e have it condensed in
vur formularics and in our creeds—and that
the mere fact of something new being said
ought perfectly to condemn the  doctring
Gatler says this :(—

“ The hindrance to all natural and all super-
zataral light and hnonludge have bren of the
same kind. and as it is owned that the whole

P ]
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scheme of Scripture is nul yct understood, o if |

it ever comes 1o be understood before the res-
titulion of ail things and without miraculous

nterposition, it must be in the same way as |
, public mind, should br met by counteraction of

taiaral hnowledge hias come autby ke continu-

ance and progress of learning and liberty; and |

bz particular persons attending to, comparing,
and pursuing intimations scattered up and
down in the Scrip.ares which arc overlooked
and disregarded by the generality of the world.
Four this is the way in which all improvements
ate made, by thoughtful men tracing out obscure
Lints, as if it were drepped by nature acciden-
1ally, ot which ¢ome into our minds by chance.
Noris it at ol incredible that 2 book which has
Yeen so long in the possession of manhind
<hould contain many traihs, which are yel un-
discovercd . for all the same phenomena and

the same facaltics of investigatinn from which |

~ach great discoveries in natuwmal knowledge

hase been made in the present and in the lasi |

aze, were cqually in the posteseion of mankind -
seeeral thoasand years before.” (Applasse.)
What 2 anble confidence is expressd in
this passage i the fulnegs of the Serip- .
late, in 1§ power to wmarch at the head of
ke progeess of mankind in cvery icgitimate

duvclopinent of his knowledge and of his |

ioaght.  Hew minch more kononr dors this
de 19 Scipilare than e norvors midity with
which we ane €0 apt to regard the elightestde.
judtare from Ve apinions to which we have |
ontselves been acemitomed ;. how mnch nove
hozont deovs it do the Seripture. and iUis be- *
cange; as tappeart Lo ne, the operazions ol this
Sacicly express something of i conlloner,
appealing o b Soriplure withoul nole or
comment, witlmnl oneed oF confersion—it is
becante oRs ojerations exprest seme of Umd |
sanfldence expressed by Bishep Bailery that
Whink ey degerve e encyralic sapjent of
cresy enlightened Christian, Qi’!w:com:uﬁms ;
ave 2 pledge that we ourstlves tave the conk- |
demge oxpieseed by Batler, ey are x ploedge ,
also Uat we shall endarasr—and beassured it |
it a hander fightthan many of us sappare—ilat
we skall cadeatoss nol to allow onr belel in
B ingpination of Feripinw to degenerate into g
seaidence in the ingpitation of onvsclves.
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THE REV. GEORGE GILFILLAN OX
UXNION.

The Rev. G. Gilfillan preached thrice in Edic-
burgh on Sunday—in the forcnoon in Arthur
Street Church, and in the aficrnoon and even-
ing in Bread Street Church—1tu crowded aedier-

ces. ln the evening, Mr. Gilfillan preached on

" the projected union between the Free aod

United Presbyterian Churches  After some
preliminary reinachson the meaningand r«-]:uu":
importance of the words union, uniformity, an
anity, in which lic said that # uniformity wa<
usuxlly a sign of death, unity a sign of life, and
unions always more of less signs of weakaess
or, to speah worce plaindy, signals of distress

he went un to speak, hic said, openly, fearlessiy
but he trusted in the spirit of Christian charity
on the proposed union.  He begau hy tracing

' the history of tic proposal from Sir George

Sinclaiz sletters, down through Lord Panmure’s

_ attempted cony~de-main in 1857, to the precent

slatc of matters, when the Joint-Committees
hiad neasis finished their labours, and when o
great scries of popular mertings had begur
nhich, as they sought somewhat prematurely
to prejudge the question and influcnce the

some hind. e then stated vasious reasons fo~
oppusing the union.  Firsy, there was no very
weep desire for it with the majority ;3hat, where
it cnists itis chiclly confined to cliques and
coterics, mecting togetlier in ke two great
centres of Scotland, Edinburgh and Glasgow

Hic admircd much and many wen about zud in
the Free Church, bat he was quite contented te
do this at a litle distance. e and his
breihren had eveny wish 1o co-oprmice with the
good men and the truc in the Free Church, bt
hie oljeciced to incorporation.  Many bad their
imaginations keated by the prospect of a large.
sealths, and paramonnt Church. 1t seemed
to hitn = very valgar and worldly canceplion

and, were itformed, it world probably createa
gigantic ccelesiastican monn;vo‘:,\'—m:m:c:l‘m
progress and traitorons o truth. _He epoke

secondly, of the practical dificultiesin the way*
dificultics which, when e Joint-Commiticrs
fancicd ey Tad ranoved, e feared they were
ialioning before they were ont of e wotrd

He showed, thirdly, what an wawicldy and ur-
warkable thing such a prejected Chureh wozld
Yeonme. e dwelly in fine, on o diveralies of
ciew and focling between the twochurehes, and
maintained that e United Preghyterian Chured
kad a sanwan? position in liberality of wenti
wenl, and conld nol aferd lo wail Gl e
majorits of the other body shonld lasily and
relrctantly comc wp. e insieind nmag!y that
cvery Church nowsa-dars thonld permil 3 fell
margin Yor inquisy, fearless of consequences,
and @i that the Charch which 3 not was
doomed. 13 might remain a Chsreh, but wauid
coon be Teft high and diy, Blled with igoomast
membersand hypocritical aficals bat dererted
by W calightened amd e trwr, He shosld
like to sve W thice oF feoy priacijal Churclns
in Seoliand attaining a living waily of spislt
inslead of a dead wniformily of body and creed,
and purgsiag cach isown wrefsl pathin peace

In concingion, ke commentcd severcly o tbe
speeches at the Iate Glasgow meeliag, =nd con-
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trasted their utterances—so cramped and con-
tracted, so narrow and belated, so shifty and
evasive—with the noble words of the liberal,
learced, aud patriotic Duke of Argyll.  They
spoke like the scribes of the old law appealing
10 the past, and seeking to override modern in- ,
tellect under obsolete though venerable docu- |
ments; he spoke with the authority of a large- |
:oinded follower of Christ aad of truth. They |
have the name of Chalmers on their lips; he
has the spirit of that great, good, enlightened, §
and progressive man in his heart. He (Mr. Gil-
fillan) heard in certain ominous words of the
committees, a5 well as in the recent scandalous |
treatment of Dr. Macleod, in the threats of the |
rancorous Record, and in the general conster- |
nation of the ¢ conics,” or fecble folk, as Chal-
mers used to call them, of the Low Evangelical
Church,the first mutterings ofa storm of religious
persccution ; but wis speech of Argyll was a §
protest against it, and, swelling out into res-
pondent and redoubling thunders, would begin
the inauguration of that new form of the Pro-
testant faith for which the carnest mind of the
age has long been panting.

Rev. P. . Wannere ox Dus Macteop asp j
Terrocu.—The fourth annual seiree of the Rev. |
P. H. Waddell's congregation, was held on j
Wednesday, in the Trades' Hall, which was ¢
crowded to overflowing—several hundred ap- §
plicants for tickets having been disappointed. §
The subject of the reverend gentleman's nddress |
was Involuntary cenfessionsof faith. He gave 4
a humorous account of such a conlession |
recenlly extracted from himself by an old §
fricnd and clerical brother of the Established
Church, by whom hic was pronounced almost §
orthodox—(great laughter)—and subsequeatly
seferred to the iatest avowals of Dr. N. Macleod i
and Principal T.lloch, 25 the most conspicuous §
illustrations of involuntary confession—that §
was, of confession due 0 the irresistible force
of conviclions originating from without. Dr.
Jacleod seémed 0 have been long struggling 4
against his own coavictions, ana made a shight |
blonder perhaps in the mode of theirannounce-
mend. Principal Tulloch, on the other hand,
had been quictly mataring lis, and gave them
a very advaniageons wilerance. Without dis-
cussiag the merits of these confessions theologi-
<aliy, he wonld take ihis opportanity of corre-
Lorating from his own cxperience the acknow-
ledgment of Dr Macleod, that 20 years ago it
would have beenat the peril,not onlyofhisropu-
tation, hut of his lirclikood alse, for any man |
tohavemadesachavotwals in the presenccof the §
Church. It was morailly certain thay, if cither §
Dz Macleod or Principal Talloch had sttempted |
ek a thing twenly years ago, the one wouid |
acver bave been minister of the Bareay parish, §
rot the other Principal of St Andeews. The
comparative immanily these genticmea now

-

years.
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; Prumote Lberty of conscience amang the juniog
; members of the Clurch of eve.y « en. m.uatioa.
; To each ¢ kis mind 2 kingdom was, or shonid
1 be, with which no ecclesiastical polity what-
ever shuuld be allowed to interfere.

Deati or TE Rev. D. WaTsoy, oF LeEtcuans.
—aAt Leuchars Manse, on Monday afternoon,
the Hev. David Watson, ane of the oldest mi-
nisters of the Church of Scotlund, departed this
life, after being involved in it for almost ninety
years. The physical breaking down of old age
began in a marked manner with him, about six
years ago, in the form of an attack of brouchi-
tis, and other attacks of the same disease have
followed at intervals., They weakened him
greatly, but they left him strength sufficient to
address the communicants of his parish on he
occasions of the dispensation of the Lord's
Supper, until abouta year and a-half ago. For
some months lie hias Leen too frail to walk, but
his mental faculties have all along remained
clear. On Saturday, he noted premonitions of
approaching illness; on Sunday, he was se-
riously ill; a2nd on Monday, hie gently and al-
most impercepmibly sunk into his long sleep.
He was presented to the church of Leuchars by
the Crown in 1809, when he was of the mature
sge of thirty-two. IHe was cducated =nt the
University of Edinburgh ; and had the good for-
tune to number among his professors, Dalziel
and Dugald Stewart, aud among his class-fel-
fows, Brougham, lHoraner, Murray, and Jokz
Levden, and was 2 member of some of the de-
bating socictlics of that day, of which they and
their contemporarics were members. lic thought
Brougham spoke as well in these socicties a3
he ever did after Lie beeame famous, and Leen-

! tertained the same opinion of Jeffrey™s youthful

cloquence as compared with that of his maturer
Ho was present whea the Greek class
was convulsed with laughter at Johin Leyden's
recitation of the Greek arlicle in the broadest
Roxburghshire dialect, and hie remembered how
the delating socictics used to langh at him,
until lic ovemwed them, first by his ready fists
aad then by bis enonnous kaowicdge, which
he vainly supposed 1o rival that of the Admiz-
able Crichton. r. Watson was by nature ex-
ceedingly modest and shy, and was not calez-
lated to make thatl namcein the big world which
hixs been done by some of kis class-fellows wizo
were not cqual to him as a scholar, Personally,
hic was a2 kindly man, and a faithfal warm-
hiearled fricad.  Nothing could tewpt him into
contradiction $o ceriainly 2§ an avlack upon
somc one he admired. Ile wade no eaemics.
Most of the intellectual ministers of Fife, who
did not go lxadlong into fnatlicism, were Liz
friends; Dr. Chalmers becamic one when &
was n Professor in St Andrews, and kept Sp
that relation by visils and comespondence 0
the cnd of bis days.

Tus Rev. MR, 8uwss, oF 3nr CaTHSDRAL, ON

cajoyed within the Ghurch was duc to the § snk Sixpatr Quissios.—Un Sundas aftcthoon,
sacsifices of others, who at their owa serious | the Rev. G. S, Barns, of Glasgow Cathcdml,
<ost had gone ont of the Charch long agn, to ; took occasion, in conneclion =ith the ondinasy
prepare the pablic mind for such frocdom of | setvices, to exponnd to his hiearers his vicws
thought and alicrance. For bis owa part, he ; apen the Suaday question.  After stating the
did nol grudge these gentlemen sach immu- 3 canes: wiews which had been daken of thesube
aily, becruse it might e of great ase to the § goct, Ni. Bams sad—Omaiong; as sou are all
religioas world at lasge, and conld not fail 0 awase, diffcr as to the vatere, the ongin, asd
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the purpose of the Lurd's Day , but I think the
Tarious views will e fuound to have their basis
on the following positions .—(1.) The Sabbath
existed from the Creation, was re-enacted by
Moses, and has never been abolished. The
change of duy from the seventh to the first of
the week under the Christian economy is of no
hnportance, as it is onc day in seven that God
requires us to keep holy. (2.) The Lord’s Day
represents thé Sabbath of the Patriarchs, which
is supposed to have existed, and the Sabbath
of the Jews, which is known to have existed.
1t derives its authority from the Fourth Com-
uandment, though ander the New Dispensation
it has been freed from the ceremonial of the
Old. (3.) The Dccalogue is in every part
moral and unchangeable; therefore the Sab-
bath must be observed now as it was under the
Jewish luw, and not on the first day of the
week, but on the seventh.  (4.) Every part of
the Old Testament cconomy has passed away.
Cirist himself did not institute, nor gave
authority to others to institute, any special
day of worship or rest. There is, therefore,
cither now no Sabbath at all, or to the Christ-
ian every day may be a Sabbath.  (5.) The
Deealogue is not binding upon any Christizn
excepl so far as its forins a portion of the law
of nature. The Fourth Commandment docs
not form a portion of that law, but was intend-
¢d 1o exhibit and embody a sign between God
and the Jews. Therefore, the Sabbath has no
connection with the New Testament cconomy,
aud the only wthority for the observances of
tac Lord's Day, as a day of worship and rest is
derived from ceclesiastical appointment and
usage. (6.) There is cnough inScripture, and
in the known practice of the Apostles and the
carliest Christian fathers, to warrmant the as-
sumption that the Lord’s Day isa Divine in-
stiiution.  Although in no way whalever
deriving its amthority from tke Fourth Com-
mandmeni, being absolutely unconnected with
it; there is something in hat commandment
expressive of alaw of nature, by which, along
with the associations which cluster around the
day, wemay be guidea, in the inquiry as to
low the day is o be spent, to the conclusion
that it is to bespent as a day of rest and wor-
ship. i hold that the Decalogue, in so farasit
was positive law to the Jows, has been abro-
g:\:‘cd, and 3Uatit remains in forceouly in so far
a3 it is nataral or moral lawe.  Proceeding to
the defence of the position assumed, M. Buras
first alluded 0 the special interestand attention
with which the Apostles appeared from thc
New Testament 10 tegard the fivst day of the
wick, and rematked that ag the period which
brought to their remombrance Chiists victory
over death and the grave came round, it was

|
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is, in so far as it was a Decalugue-=las beut
abrogated, and that it is only in so faras .t

furms part of the patural law written on ho

heart, that it is binding upen universal ma,
and everlasting, and no ene can compare

Judaism and Christinnity without feeling that

in essence and in spirit they are totally unlike.
Judaism deals with the outward—Christianity

with the inward ; Judaism rejoices in law—
Christianity in liberty ; Judaism looks to the

act—Christianity to the motive which prompt-
ed it; Judaism exists to separate—Christianty
to unite; Juduism is & system of prohibition—

Christianity of direct injunction. The great
difficulties with which we have to contend in

reference to the observance of the Lord’s Dag
are these—on the one hand, a Pharisaic legal-
ism ; on the other, Christian liberty degenerat-

ing into unchristinn licence. My carnest
prayer is that God may give us grace to overcome
them both.  Suchis partof the method by whick
I have arrived at my convictions in refcrence
to the Lord’s Day; such arc very briefly my
views a5 to the way in whichi it should be spent.
In secking to cstablish the poesition which [
assumed at starting, I have been obliged to
omit the consideration of many most important
points, but I honestiy believe thatit is sup-
ported by them all.  The views advanced are
shared in by so many greatand good men that
1 canaot believe them to have their origin in
the inspirationsof Satan, though traced 10 that
most poleat fuuntain by one in a high position
in the Cliurch. 1 have taken little part in the
discussion, and with me it has now closed.
Good, T doubt not, will result from it in the
vears to come.  Meantime, we can only say
that it has comfortcd no sorrowing heart, cased
no heavy-laden shoulder, hut only, through the
bitterness, the uncharitableness, the wilful per-
version of statcwments (1 can use no milder
terms), the profound ignerance of facts on the
part of some of those who casricd it on, vexed
the rightcons souls of a fow brave and carnest
men.  Itis 2 fightabsut amere outwork ; and
those who have scemed to attack may in the
cnd be found to be the safest defenders of the
fortress to which the outwork belongs.

Emysncren—BeQresT To Tue Cuvnct oF Scor-
tasb—Thescerelary of the Endowment Sclieme
lias reccived intimation from Mr. William Milne,
S8.6, that a Iady, lately deceased, has be-
gueathed abour £3000 1o the Endowment
Scheme of the Chnreh of Scotland for the en-
dowment of Chapels of Easc.

Mz. Jaurs Brves, B.CJA., ox 0r Paracy v
175 Rztatios 7o 7uc Texrorat Powrr.—dii.
Bryce said therc was < difficulty in dealing
with any questions relating o the Papacy, in

most natural they shosld et it apart for holy | the fact that the gFstem was one nol catively of

fellowship, and by-and-by come to conncet it
with the observance of certain gacred rites. Mr

the past—nol an institation which we were a¢-
customed to vegard with the calin exe of philo-

Iln.-as‘ proceeded @ Batit wili be asked, Can , sophical chiticism.  As the Roman poct had
the Fourth Commandment, as part of the , £aid, in dealing with it &¢ walked o¥er the em-

Deralogae, Be sel aside?

My answer is—It | bevs of a fite, cold abure, bat glowing hol be-

bas been, and that by ingpived Apostles, and | acath.  Thewelore, in all he had to say, e
those who smocccded them as gnides of the , shonld sjpcak of the Papacs purels and simply

Clarch.
scop of Apustolic rvason?ug on the sahject is
19 show that the [ecalogae, in $o a7 as it form-

Mar 1 ventare 10 sy that the while , as & polilizal inslitalion, in ils ongin spiriteal,

bat one which extended itself into worldiy af-
faits, and had affected the policy of temponal

od parni of thc positice Jaw of the Jews—tha . governments. With lhis spiritaal jarisdiction
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" itself he had nothing to do, still less had he
anything to dowith thé doctrines of the Church
over which it presided, and he should be ex-
«cedingly sorry to say one word which might
not be uttered by a liberal Roman Catholic.
The time had surely come when the bitter fecl-
ings of past centuries might be suffered to dic.
We in Scotland had good reason to have hated
the Popes, for they tried hard to enslave us and
stifle the life-breath of our nation. Bat these
lays were over, the fight was well fought and
clearly won, and the victors were those who
could best alford to be generous after the fight,
and recognise the merits there were in the sys-
tem of the Papacy. It was surely a pity to sup-
pose that Christianity went to sleep at the death
of the last Apostle, and was not again resusci-
tated till the beginning of the sixteenth century.
(Applausc.) The glories of medixeval Catholi-
cism belonged as much to ourselves as to Ro-
man Catholics. Mr. Bryce then proceeded 10
describe the origin of the Papacy, and its rise
uapon the ruins of the old Roman Empire. The
lecture was chicfly taken up with a sketch of
the growth and increase of the political power
of the Papacy down to the times of Pope Gre-
gory Vil., concluding with a description of the
life and character of Pope Gregory—his asser-
tion of the Papal claim of secular anthority, his
successful struggle with the Empire, and his
Lumiliation of its then representative, the Em-
peror Henry 1V, The lectare nas listencd to by
a large audience, and fresuently applauded.

PrespvTeny oF Grasconw—Tir Orcay QuEs-
1io8.~The Clerk read a2 minute of a meeting
of the electors of Bellahouston Charch lately,
held, for the purposc of nominating a minister
10 become pastor of the congregation. At that
meeting the Rev. George Porter, assistant to
Dr. Watson, Dundee, was unanimonsly chosen.
The clerk also read a letter from Mr. Porter
atimating his acceptance of the call.

The Clerk read a mcmorial from the kirk-
session of Saudyford Clinrel, praying the Pres-
bytery to grant permission for the erection of
an organm, to be used in the public worship of
the congregation. The memorial sct forth that
the kirk-session had received a reqaisition from
foriy-cight inflacntial members and beads of
familics in the church, soliciting them to take
Steps to ascertain the fecling of the congrega-
tion a3 to the introduction of instrumental
music in conducling the psalmedy. The kirk-
sexsion had accordingly sent printed copies of
the requisition to cach of the scathelders in the
chureh, requesting them to signify their con-
currence or non-concurrence in the proposal,
and intimating that those who gave no veply
would be held as not dissenting to the intro-
duclion of the instrument.  The result of this
was thal 142 persons signified their approval
«f the proposcd introduction, and these being
i neatly all cases heads of famitics, might be
taken o represent a still larger number of con-
carrente. Only ninc persons had recorded their
dissent. .

Dz. Macduff, minister of Sands ford, expressed
A hope that the Preshs tery would aathorise the
introduction ofanergan into Sands ford Charch.
e thought it no breach of contlidence to men-
tion the fact that, anticipating the sanction of
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the Presbytery, alrealdy the sum of £330 Lag
Leen subscribed and guaranteed for this ob-
ject.

Dr. Ranciman said he thought there was
only one course for the Presbytery to pursue,
and that was simply unanimously and cordially
to grant the prayer of the petition.  lfe moved
accordingly.

Mr. Monro seconded the motion

After some conversation, the praver of the
petition was agreed to—Dr. Smith dissenting.

Commissioners appeared from  Kingston
Church i support of 2 memorial to be also
allowed to use an organ or harmonium in the
public worship of the congregation. The peti-
tion bore that the elders, managers, and people
werce unanimous on the subject, and that, if the
organ was allowed to be crected, it would
never be used for the entertainment of the
peaple, bat solely for the purpose of leading
the psalmody.

The prayer of the petition was granted, Dr.
Smith again dissenting.

Tue QLo Grevrrians' Pravers Depate—Dr.
Lee scemns to have carried with him the good
sense and the kind feelings of the majority, and
we, in this part of the island, shall be disposed
to agree with his argument. Bat it certainly
is & surprise to hear that there is no law in,
the Kirk against the use of 2 written form, tha
Jolin Knox himself used a public furm, that it
continued in use for seventy years after his
death. i . . . . . .
Dr. Lee's view of the case scems to have been
adopted by the Preshytery of Edinburgh, If5
stands, we are not sare that the Scotch Kirk
will not have the advantage of tle Church «of
England, in having liturgical worship with an
unlimited power of adapting it to every variely
of want and oceasion, and of censulting tic
taste and convenience of the worshippers. 10
the minister of O1d Greyiriars’ Church is al
fault on the Iegal question—that is to say, i
his interpretation of the word * Liturgy™ ic
the laws and acts of the Asscmbly—there miss
be an cad to our interference, for the Kirk s
not a thing to be sacrificed o the caprices ot
an andacions malcontent.  But Dr. Lee’s facts,
as well as arguments, go a greal way 1o show
that the Assembly cannot interfere with the
use of an invariable form of prazer. Humas
weakness is too strong fur it; the great majority
Leing incapable of any other hind of prayec.
But itis worth a Hitle thought whether the
age is not becoming too tefined, too fastidions,
too critical, and too reasenable for extempora-
neous—that is, declamatory — prayers. Tie
more 2 people rises and advances, the more its
siyle, and taste, and tone are formed by con-
versation as opposed to declamation.  Socicty
is between those who meet and converse. Thei
talk is cither upon matters of business or of
present interest, and they occasionally take a
passing relief in mere badinage. The man of
all othiers who can find no place on such occa-
siong is the declaimer. e misses his rostrum
and his hallhour of andisputed alicntion. The
Jcast hitch scatters his brains. e cannot wa-
j derstand the difference betwcen colloquy and

soliloqas. Thie stream of Walk rung away from
¢ Wit while hie is inwardly patling into shap
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something apropos to what was said a2 minute
ago, and which is now forgotten. Conversation ,
is a quick interchange of ideas, and does not
allow any one man todragon & string of them,
carcfully selected and artificially arranged. Nor
does it allow a man to follow his own thread.
Hence 2 wide and increasing gulf between the
man of the drawing-room and dining-table and
the declaimer.  With some difliculty, with fre-
wuent criticism, and with a sense of injury, we
tulerate the preacher, because he has an argu-
ment and facts; he tells a story; he illustrates;
and, though his appeal is to Heaven, his imme-
Jiate business is between man and man. But
we are becoming much too conversational and
fastidious for declamatory prayer. We caunot
casily join with a man who, pursuing the thread |
of his own thoughts and trying to whip himself
into enthusiasm, invitesus to 2 common assault |
apon the throne of Omnipotence. Congrega- |
tions, with the best intentions, find they ean
only sit by and listen, taking no more spiritual
part in the harangue they cannot but hear than
they would in the performance of a sacrificial i
rite or the dancing of a Dervish. They assist ‘
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—that is all; but it is not common worship,
nor even o reasonable service. They cannot
even criticise, for it is shocking to step in with
rules of good taste between 2 man and bis
Maker. On the whole, is it not becoming un-
reasonable to insist on extempore prayer except
where there are o few people so entirely of one
mind, onc life, and onc experience that what
one says everyhody else is on the point of say-
ing, and has probably said often before?-Timces.

EvGcraxuv.—The publication of Dr. Pusey’s
* Eirenicon,” designed to show the possibility
of a unton between the Churches of Rome,
Greece, and Eugland, has brought out mwore |
tlearly than was known before the differences
*hat prevail between difierent sections of the
Ritualistic party. The Rev. Archer Gurney, of
Paris, is usnally considered a great Romaniser,
b1t he has denounced with uusparing severity
the concessions to Rome which Dr. Pusey is
yrepared to make. Itis remarked, on the othet
Land, that the doctor now propounds the very
doctrines of Tract No. 90, which ronsed such a
stormm on its first appearance, but no one ap-
pears disposed to Lring ecclesiastical cousures
on the head of Dr. Puscy. The reason may
yerhaps be that while theoretically ke pleads
“or the possibility of a union, the impossibility
cf any such union in practice is nowhere so
learly shiown as in Dr. Pusey’s book.

Among other pucrile practices, borrowed .
from the Church of Rome, of which we now
hear for the fiest tine, in our own day, is the
baptism of bells.

f
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Tur LaTe Praxce-Coxsort.—The Queen has
rresented a silver idol of the late Prince-Con-
earl, clad in armour like Christian in the ¥ Pil-
grim’s Progress,” to Prince William, the cldest .
ton of the Princess-RNoyal, as well as to Prince
Albert Victor, the <ldest son of the Princess of
Wales. Both images ave adorned by the same
verses, said to be from the hand of Mies. Iro-
*hero  The statues and  statactics to the good |
Prinzc-Consort are malliplsing a little mote |
mapidly,; we think, than would have suiled his .
own taste.  If he can sce us now, docs ke not
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think, asSt. Paul of the A thenians, that we are
‘in these things tuo superstitious?”  Wouly
he not say that we were giving ourselves to
idolatry, and kis ¢ spirit be stirred within lum ?
—Spectator.

ExaLaxp.—Tt appears, that 219 new places
of worship have been built in London since the
census of 1851, affording accommodation for
219,346 persons. (Mf these the Established Churcls
has built 95, giving accommodation for 102,232
while all other bodies have built 124, givingac-
commodation to 117,113.

But while churcl: accommodation has been
increased, the population has been growing
in a still larger proportion. There has been ar
increase during the last fifteen years to the ex-
tent of 652,258 souls.

There is an increase in the number of those
forwhom there is no accommodation to the ex-
tent of 161,873, it must not be forgotten, how-
ever, that efforts to supplement the religiors

‘ instruction of the metropolis, such as theatre

services, Scripture-readers, Diblewomen, &c.,
have all either originated or have been largely
extended since 1851,

IngLaxp.—The Presbyterian body is moving
very actively in defence ot the spstem of umted
edacation. A deputation from the General As-
scmbly presented a memonal upon the sulject
to the Lord-Licutenant.  The deputation con-
sisted of the Rev. De. Wilson, Mouderator, Rex.
Drs. Edgar, Knox, Kithpatrich, and some othe.
gentlemen. The memorial stated that the mem-
bers of the Assembly had long been the warm
and consistent advocates of the enisung system
of united cdacation, wiich had worked success-
fully, and that they would regard the introduc-
tion of the denuminational sy stemas a calamity
to the country, calculated toncrease sectanian
rivalry and religivus animosity, and i paslcu-
lar to deprive the children of cither Protestan

. ot Roman Catholic parents, residing i districts

where they form a small mmorny, ofall cduca-
tion, sceular as well as rehgious, excepy on
terms  opposed lu  conscicnlious  conviction.

. They, therefore, prayed that the present syste:

of cdacation, devised in a large and hiberas
spirit, accepted by the people of ail denonuna-

. tiuns, wiscly sustauncd by successive Govera-

ments, and at the presens  taue, notwithstaad-
ing all cffurls to the contrary, contmwmng tu
prospet, may be preserved to our country mais
wntegrity. Several memuers of the deputation
having made remarhs in sapport of the memo-
rialy his Excellency said .—

“ I dont think I have mach to say on tis
malter, and 1 cannot d:issent from any of e
views explained in the memorial.  There is ot
theslightestintention on the part of the Govern-
wmeat to distach the principle of the nationai
system of cducation in Ircland. With regacd
to the principle of united cducation, [ am glad
10 be confirmed in the vicws we have takes,
and which | have Iicld as long as 1 have been
in conucclion with the Government here. ]
have only to add that T am glad that those
views have been sustamed by so important and
influcntial a bods as the General Assombly ot
Presbsterians.  if any other nember of the de-
putation wishes to ask any question, Ishall be
happy to answer lim, bat I dont feel the fe-
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cessity to enter further into the question. }
fully ngree with the terms of the memorinl,
of the great good which has been derived under
f_he national system, and the almost unhoped
fur success that has attended their educational
schools”

Thc_deputntion then thauked biis Excelleney,
and withdrew, :

The Moderator of the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Chureh has summoned a
=pecial meeling of that body fur the 6th inst,,
1o take into considerntion the present aspect of
the education question, with particular refer-
ence to the Governmeat scheme fur the affiliation
of the Preshyicrian College at Londeonderry and
the Catholic Unisersity with the Queeas Uni-
versity. It is understood the Government in-
<ends to place those institutiuns in a positiun
of equality with the Queen’s Colleges, and that
the Queen’s University is 10 be reconstructed
and placed upon the same basisas the Nationai
Board of Education, half the members of the
senate being Roman Catholizs and the other
half Protestants. This is no doubt a great
change, but, under all the circumstances, itis
ot surprising that the Government should
follow the precedent set in the reconstruction
of the Nationel leard by Mr. Cardwell ; and if
the Roman Catholic portion of the senate he
composed of such independent men as Sir
Robert Kanc and Sir Dominic Corrigan, there
will be no ground for apprehending sectarian
partiality, especially if the cxamination of can-
didates for degrees and honours ve conducted
12 such a way as to be a real tost of merit. and
to render favouritism impossible. It would be
as well if Roman Catholic young men were to
be left free to nttend the Queen's Colleges if
they preferred them.

. Another depatation from the General Assem-
i1 of the Preshyterian Churchk waited upon the
Cicf Seerctary on the subject of intermediate
cducation, which they urged as the necessary
cnn.u:!cmcm of the national system, swithout
which the mwiddle classes could neot he properly
;\;’cpnrcd to avail themselves of the advantages
ot the Queen’s Colleges. Mr. Fortescue promised
that the subject should have the carnest atten-
tion of Goverament.

FrANCE.~1f you simply consider the surface
of thinzs, petfect order scems to reign n the
Ramish Chiurch.  Rut more atientive observers
discern ‘beneath this artificial unity profound
lisagreement, and cven passionate cnmsiy.

. The Mondc sharply reproves such Roman
Catholics as M. de Montalembert, M. \ibert de
Froplic, and others, for having maintained
perfect silence as to the Iate Encyclical and
tize famous ¥ Syllabus,” or catalogue of creors.

T‘hc Monde has challenged these personages,
sazing that they would commit a felonious or
A treasoaable action if they refused to approve,
ander an authentic form, the bulls of Pius IX.

A e 4 s ——— —— &=

A sae e Vet b e AL | o———

I have had the opportunity of henring the .

seading of aletter from Count de Montalem-
bert, which clearly explaius his difficultizs and
his anxictics. ic disapproves of the Encycli-
cal of the Pope ; hie groans over the excessive
and dangerous intolerance of the Court of
Rome ; but he would think he perpetrated an

act of presarication if he said aloud what ke
feels in his heart.

What a sad condition! Is it possible that
enlightened men should long consent to stitie
their thoughts and deepest convictions 7 [ du
not believe itis.  There wilt be sooner or later
a startling rupture between two parties s
completely opposite.

Another subject actively occupies the Jesuit
press.  What will hecome of the temporal
power of the Pope after the departure of our
troops 7 That is the question. So long as
Pius IX. was protected by French bayonets,
tle disciples of Igoatius fearlessly affirmed
that the great majority of the inhabitunts of
Rome was ready to suppori the Pontific
Throne 2t the costofits bloud.  But this pivu-
imposture cannot survive in view of o nea:
evacuation.

The heads of the clerical party are perfectly
persuaded thet most of the citizens of Rome
ardently desire to be united with their Italian
fellow-countrymen, and that they will manifes:
their wishes with mnnly energy as soon as our
reg:ments have resumed the read to their native
Iand. The Ultramontanes are therefore serious-
1y apprehensise, and have recourse to the tost
singular interpretations of the treaty of the
15th of September, to avoid the catastrophe
with whichk they are threatened.

It is very comforting to sec that tis
faith of the Gospel still bears good fruit in our
Church. The Yoeung Men's Christian Usnions ase
muitiplying, and exhibit abundant activity
They have commenced in some of our large
towns religious conferences, or lectures, whick
attract nwmerous hearers. The associations ox
behalf of Scatfered Protestants arc likawise a
work, and apply themsclves everywhere to the
distribution of ths bread of life.  The report o
thie Peacanesses’ Institution is filled with cheer-
ing facts: all human sufferings there meet wit!
sympathy and the best evidence of brotheriy
lave. So with the Colonie Agricole of Fainte-
For. The report shows that the young crimi-
nals, or vicious children that are admitled,
learn to fight against their passions, and to
enter upon the patb of duty, under the salutary
influcnce of instruction and cxample. 1 counld
mention other facts which attest that the tru
servants of Christ glorify God by causing theis
light to shinc before men.

A word or two, in conclusion, apon the hali-
Fearly vreportof the Erangeiical Church of Lyon.
This free community grows under the direction
of distingunished and deveted pastors. It has
opened conferences on subjects the most di-
verse—history, astronomy, literature, &c., con-
sidered in their relations to the Christian life
It also emplags Biblewomen, who gofrom biouse
{o house, and cspecially amang the poor; to
read and explain the Word of God, &c¢.

The state of ¢ducation in France continues
to cxcite solicitude. The new map of public
instruction shows out in glaring colours and
dismal shades the comparative ignotance o~
kaowledge of our cighty-nine departments. In
1861 they stand as follows ;e

Four departments show five men in st hundred
knowing ocither how to read or write 1
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10 departments show.... 10 per cent.
6 @ vee. 15 e
8 £ eees 20 o
G £ cees 256 «
9 & eess 30 e
13 & vees 35 o
8 &« veae 40 o
25 & «ee. 66 «

Out of 2 hundred marriages, more than thirty
men and forty-five women cannot sign their
names. In 1863, there were, of 657,401 chil-
dren leaving school, 40 per cent. who knew
nothing or next to nothing, while about 800,000
had frequented no school at all.

IraLy.—The Italian Government, in the per-
son of Baron Nstoli, the Minister of Education, i
hag lately laid its finger on the true source of
Italy’s weakness, the canker that eats the vitals
of her strength. 7This intrepid member of the
Cabinet has exposed the priests, very much as
Dall' Ongaro’s popular treatise has unmasked
the Jesuits, in an able report submitted to the
King on the condition and reform of the semi-
naries of the kingdom. What is to be done
with these schools and with their priestly teach-
ers, who for centurics have enjoyed & monopoly
of education, which they struggle with might
and main to retain ? That is the question. As
the best means of ensuring a very thorough
reply, the Baron states a host of facts which
have startled the quictude of moderate reform-

ers. There are 260 seminaries in Italy, of which
32 are for the clergy alone, and 208 are mixed
schools, with above 13,000 scholars, 10,000 of
whom are boarders, and 3,000 day pupils. The
total number of lIycecums and gymnasiums
!proughout the country, in the hands of the
Government, is very little more than the numnber
?f t!)nggc under absolute priestly control—name-
¥y 219,

The fifty-two seminaries for the special eda-
cation of priests the Government has not songht
to interfere with, while it has insisted, since
1861, upon a supervision of the other 208, in |
which so many of the high-bred youth of the |
land are being cducated. A tremendous outcry |
has been raised against the inspectors of the §
Government, who have received all sorts of un-
kind treatment. Solemn protests inve emanated !
‘rom assembled Lisiiops, and in most cases the |
priests have only yiclded up the inspection of |
their fortresses when compelled by superior |
free.  Signor Natoli has collected the more 4
salient parts of the reports of the inspectors,
which unveil a truly heartrending state of |
things. Liule Latin and no Greek, a flowery 1
italian style, and a few precepts of rhetoric
and poctry, form the whole programme. What

of history, mathematics, physics, or geography i
i

is 1.:|.ugm.~ may be sufficiently well guessed
from the Encyclical and Syllabus of 1ast year.

BeLGits.—An apparently unimportant matter
has given rise to a great deal of discussion in
tho papers. M. Van Eclde, the pastor of a
Flemish congregation in the St. Giles's of
Jrussels, struck with the ignorance and im-
morality by which he is surrounded, deter-
mined to attempt open-air preaching. Heisa
man of more zeal than talent, and one would
have thought that his preachings, if not for-

bidden by the police asa nuisance, would be an

9%

object of interest only in the immediate neigh-
bourhood, where it appears he found ready and
attentive hearers. But the Catholic press took
the matter up. Here was a Protestant haran-
guing the people in the public thoroughfures,
protected by the police because he was n
Protestant, and because hie attacked the Cathe-
lic religion. An eye-witness went so far as to
assert that he heard coarse and insulting epithets
applied to the Virgin Mary ; an unwise calumny,
which gave to M. Van Eclde the right to be
heard in reply. The liberal papers, with re-
markable unanimity, asserted the pastor’s right
to preach where he liked, provided he com-
mitted no infraction of the police regulations.
Any preacher may as legitimately proclaim his
religious opinions as a showman may pursuc
his craft—unmolested. e would do better to
confine his ministrations to the inside of his
chapel, but those who object to his doctrines
are under no obligation to swell the number of
his hearers. The best and only legal way to
put a stop to open-air preachiug, is to leave
the preacher to himself. Romish processions
meet with no hindrance, although they create
an obstruction in the streets; why, then, ir
the name of that liberty of worship which tke
Catholics are always claiming for themselves,
why interfere with Protestant open-air preack-
ings?

Protestants can, with sadness of heart, joir.
Catholics in lamenting the progress which ic.-
fidelity is making among all classes of society,
and the increasing freedom with which anti-
christian opinions arc publicly professed. I'ur
this the clergy have themselves to blame to a
great extent.  In opposition alike to the word
of God and to all enlightenment, liberty, and
progress, their system is out of gear both witk
the spirit of the age and with the spirit of
Chiristianity. They throw coutempt upon re-
ligion by their want of charity, of tolerance,
and of disinterestedness.  They trust to carnal
weapons, and by carnal weapons they are
constautly defeated; and when they attempt to
use those weapons which are spiritual they find
them powerless in their hands.  In no country
can we find such a systematic and powerfully
organized opposition to Romish influence.

Protestantism has not yet made sufficient
way to makeits influcnce generally felt.  Here
too we have to deplore the intrusion of anti-
christian doctrines. M. Bost, pastor of the
national church at Verviers, has made an open
profession of Rationalism, in a book he has
lately published under the title of Le Prolestar-
tisme Liberal, to which I will refer more fully on
a future occasion.

Grrrce.~—The question of obsercing the Sab-
bath holy according to the commandment, bas
been of late agitated among the Greeks, and
public opinion is daily forming in its favour;
yet the individual instances of conformity to it
are still very few. Before the establishment of
King Otho's government, the Sabbath was
observed in Greece as o day of rest both by
the governmucnt and the citizens throughout
the country. The ¢ustor-house, the Post-office,
and all other government offices were closed—
all work, both public and private, was suspen-
ded, and both mcn and animals enjoyed the
blessing of rest.  But no sooner was the Bava-
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vian dynasty established, than the Sabbath, by |
order of the government, became like any other
day of the week; yea, worse than any of them,
forin it were ordered to be transacted at auction
all public sales and all important contracts to
be made—so that in the course of time the
Lord's day became the busiest day in the week, i
anl the people became so accustomed to the ‘
new arrangement that they came to think it
absolutely essential to their welfarc to use the
day for such purposes. It is just, as a matter
of fact, to mention here that the first voice in
favour of keeping the Sabbath was raised by
the Star ¢f the Eust almost simultancously
with its commencement in 1858, and its editor
was the first among the Greeks who publicly
notified his friends and the public that he
1either transacted business nor received visits
on that day.

The second man in order was a cap-maker,
who, amidst many discouragements from with-
out and not a little doubt from within, resolved
at last to inform his customers that his shop
was to be closed on the Lord's day; and that
whoever had any business to transact with him
must do it on the other days of the week. It
3 not my purpose to enumerate what these two
suffered in their respective spheres by evil
reporters ; but to say that what was then
thought by the majority of the people Jewish
snperstition, and even by the few well-disposed
citizens at least as a mistaken opinion, is now
loo¥ed upon as Scriptural and useful even in a
worldly point of view.

The third person who has declared himself
:n favour of the Sabbath is a saddle-maker,
living at \\napolis, the capital of the province
of Western Laconia, where once resided two
missionaries of the American Board—the Rev.
G. W, Leyburn, and Rev. S. R. Houston, both !
from Virginia, whose memory is still fresh |
among the people of that section of the couatry
and whose Christian conduct is the theme of:
many a conversation. The first intimation he |
had of the sacredness of the day was from the |
Star, whose pages he has been perusing from |

!
{
i
]
|
|
t

i*s commencement to this day ; but it wasonly
1ast year that he was convinced that it was lis
Juty to obey God rather than conform himself
10 the common usage of the country, and
although the bishop—who, by the way, is the
only bishop in Greece who favours the circn-
lation of the Scriptures in the vernacular
tongue, and whom he consulted about it—
advised him to keep his shop closed only till
the services of the church were over, thatis till
about cight o'clock in the morning,; and
although his rival craftsmen wero to avail
themselves of his acty yet he closed his shop
and left the consequences with God, And it
is a confirmation of God's word and 2 proofof
His veracity to know, that both the cap-maker
atd the saddlc-maker have found that instead
of losing they have gained considerably by |
the Keeping of the Sabbath-day holy.

————

GErMANY.~The Evangelical .\ssociation of
Berlin celebrated its anniversary on the 31stof
Qctober. _This institution is doing a most
excellent work—a work of whose variety onc :
can bave little notion in England; and if it

svere not still hampered with a scrious debt |
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would do immensely more good. The houseis
a centre for, and offers a kind of home to
Young Men's Christian Associations, Citizens’
Associations, Teachers’ Unions, Societies of
Young Christian Tradesmen, Wandering
Journeymen, and others.

Professor Schaff, the cclebrated German-
American theologian, paid a visit recently to
Berlin, and delivered two excellent Lectures on
“ Religious Life in America,” and on ¢ The
War and Slavery.” In the first he laid especial
stress on the sanctification of the Sabbathand
on Sanday-schools. How far his warm, earnest
and true words may have fallen into goodsoil,
I know not. Those who now take part in the
good cause of Sunday-schools have felt greatly
quickened and encouraged by his conversations
and addresses.

The advances of Roman Catholicism in the
province of East Prussia are occasioning a
good deal of anxicty, and are at last arousing
the authorities to action, It secms that the
priests are getting hold of the children of poor
Protestants by means of promises to sustain
them a year whilst receiving the instruction
necessary for confirmation. In one year
seventy-three were given to them for this pur-
pose.

The number of Protestant students of The-
ology in Prussia during the winter of 1864-G5
was as follows :=—370 in Halle, 331 in Derlin,
116 in Konigsberg, 101 in Breslan, 63 in Bonr,
24 in Greisswald; altogether, 1005, The num-
ber of Catholic students 629, of which 276 were
in Munster, 187 in Bonn, and 166 in Breslau.
A statue has recently been crected to Melanc-
thon in Wittemberg.

Terrey.—The present position of the mission-
ary work in Turkey is, on the whole, more
favourable than it has been for many years.

In Constantinople, for some years past, ar
unpleasant state of fecling has cxisted among
a portion of the native Protestants towards the
American missionaries; and, as always hap-
pens under such circumstances, they have mis-
understood cach other’s feclings upon many
important points. This has been the case es-
pecially with the Prolestant church in Pera
1 am happy 10 be able to report that there now
seems to be every prospect of renewed harmony
of action and of more united and successful
cfforts for the evangelization of this city. Indeed,
all the Protestant congregations are now much
larger than they have been in past years
Even the Mussulmans scem to be regaining the
courage which was so effectually subdued by
the persecutions of last year. They once more
begin to visit the missionaries, and cven 1o
attend the religious services of the Sabbath.

In Asiatic Turkey the work is progressing at
all points. A Protestant Pastor has just heen
ordained over the flourishing church in Cesarea ;
and more than 700 persons were present at the
religious services on the occasion.

Tlhe well-known suecess of the Protestant
movenient in Aintab, Marash, Qorfa, and other
places in that part of Turkey, is fully sustainod,
in spite of the death of several missionaries in
that field ; and & work of very similar charac-
ter seems to be going on in Northern Asia
Minor, south of Brooss, in towns like Murad
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Tchai, where within a year large Protestant
communities have sprung up and the people
seem to be thoroughly in earnest.

In Fastern Turkey the progress of the work
is equally encouraging, and the people seem to
be taking hold, in good earnest, of the principle
that they must support their own religivusinsti-
tations, and not be for ever dependent upon
fureign 2id. Many of them are nearly or quite
self-supporting.

The boarding schouls of the American mission
4t Philiopolis and Eski Zagra, fur Bulgarian
boys and girlsare in a very favourable condition,
Lothin respect tu the nutuber of pupils and the
influence exerted upon them. The schools at
Marsuvan, Kharpoot, Aintab, and in Syria, for
instruction in theology, and for female educu-
tion, arc accomplishing everything w hich could
be hoped from them, in providing the people
with an educated ministry and invaluble femmle
teachers.

Ispia-—Since the death of the celebrated
Tajrh, Rammolitn Roy, his fullowers—who
Calcutta constitute a society called the * Brah-
ma Sumaj,” baving a building for public wor-
ship, regularly vested in trustees—havegreatly
multiplied. Among them are to be found the
(lite of those cducated in Governmont and
other non-Christian institations. The Rajah
was 2 believer in une Gud, and sought to pro-
pagate his Lelief among his countrymen by re-
presenting it as the dvctrine revealed in the
Vedas—the most ancicnt of the Hindu sacred
writings. For some time past the members of
the “ Brahma Somaj " have been forsaking the
principles on which it was founded, disputes
have arisen on questions of practical import-
ance, and these have at length issued in & dis-
ruption. The conservative party—which in-
cludes the older men, the president, and the
trustees of the ¢ Somaj,” and consequently
tetains its property—maintaing caste, forbids
intermarriage, and is described as “cautious,
worldly wise, and slow.” The “ party of pro-
gress,” impaticnt of the restraints imposed upon
them by their seniors, in their efforts to pro-
mnote purer principles and greater liberality in
practice, headed by the secretary and principal
lecturer of the ‘“Somaj,” have commenced a
new society, called the ¢ Brahma Mission.” No
member of the “Brahma Mission” will be al-
lowed to Gfficiate who regards caste or keeps
ihe sacred thread. Onc notable result of tlus
movement is the establishinent of a ¢ Female
DLrahma Mission,” now in actual operation. Se-
veral Christian ladies were present at the open-
ing of this Brahma Somaj. TLke women were
all intelligent, able to read, and wonderfully
devout,

Cuixa.—After preaching under a mat-shed,
at Hong Kong, & missionary remarks upon the
auistness of the Chinese as deserving of notice.
Even under this shed,” he says, ®eracted for
idolatrous worship, we were permitted to stand
without molestation, and it is always so: we
may on any day staud on the very steps of a
temple and openly denounce idolatry in the
hearing of priests and deluded worshippers, and
they will never opposc us. I fear this too often
arises from an apathy to all religion, yet their
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quiet and peaceable disposition is not to be lost
sight of.”

UNION MERTINGS.
(From the Weekly Evangelist.)

As feathers in the air, and straws in the
stream, show the directiun the wind blows or
the current runs, so little things occuiring in
Providence show the tendency of events. A
few of these little things indicate the dired tion:
of public upinion on the Uniun of the Pic by~
terian Churches.

1. Rev. Mr. Rogers, of Peterboro, one of e
disruption ministers, who occupics @ high anu
respected position in the C. P. Church, at the
lust meeting of the Cobourg Presbytery, gave
notice that at neat ordinary meeting he would
move “That this Presbytery do overture the
Sypud to consider the propriety of a Union
among the Presbyterian Churches of Canada.

2. A Union Church is now in process of crec-
tion at Cacouna, the land of which has been
given by John Russ, Esquire, of Quebee; in
which the Rev. Dr. Covk and Rev. Mr. Clarke,
of Quebee, have manifested the most lively iu-
terest, and exhibited the most cordial co-opera-
tion. These two gentlemen, so generally and
so favourably known in Canada, are cordially
in favour of a Union uf the Churches.

3. -\t a social meeting of the Mountreal C. I.
Sabbath School Association, held in the base-
ment of Coté Street Presbyteriau Church, on
Tuesday “evening, where the teachers of the
other Presbyterian Cliurches were present as
guests, the Rev. Dr. Taylor, of Eeshine Chureh,
Montreal, expressed his decided conviction that
Gnion was coming. He said it. was coming
just as sure as summer and winter were conung,
and it was the duty uf every one tu do nothing
that would hinder its progress.

4. At the meeting of the association referred
to, & notice of motivn was tabled by Mr. David-
son of Montreal, to be discussed at the next
ordinary meeting, to the cffcct that the Mon-
treal C. P. Teachier’s Association should discuss
the propriety of taking steps towards the
Union of all the Presbyterian Teachers in the
city in one Association! This mouon and the
references made to the sabject of it by the
various speakers, appeared to give such satis-
faction as supports the probability that it wili
Ye cordially and unammously carried.

5. Stepping into a Missionary Meeting, held
a few nights agoin St. Paul s Church, (Kirk) we
were pleased to kear onc of the speakers, Rev.
Mr. Clarke, of Durham, advocate most strongly
and most telligently the sin of the con-
tinued separation of the Presbyterian Churches,
and the advantage not only of a Union of
the Churches in Canada, but of a confederation
of all the Presbyteran congregations in the
British Provinces, to be represcnted by a Ge-
neral Assembly, whose probable seat would be
Aontreal.

These are & few indications of the progress
of scntiment in the Province on this subject,
and from the instances we have named, it is
seen that the advocates of Union hiave sensible,
and able, and pious, and venerable men among
them—men who would do credit to any cause
with which their names might be associated.



SUPPORT OF MINISTERS.

(From the Record of the Cunada I’resbyterian
Charch.)

The time has arrived when something ought |

10 be done, and might ecasily be done, to in-
crease the stinted incomes of the Ministers of
oar Church. It is not right nor creditable that

large numbers of our ministers, as may be .

seen from the statistics returned to the Synod,
receive no more than $230, $3u0, $iuv, or
$500 a year from their congregations. How

can it be expected that a minister can sustain .

himself and family, educate bis children, pur- .

chase bouks, contribute to charitable and re- the nudequate support of their mimisters.

ligious purposes, pay house-rent, keep (as in

imany cases be must) a horseand carringe, and

exercise hospitality without grudging, besides

making some provision against sickness and
old age, out of such salaries as these? It

is true that in citics and towns the stipends are |

generally much larger than the rates specified :
vut we believe that very few of the ministers,
thus apparently more favoured, can contrive to
live within the incomes they receive from their

neople.

s

The increascd expense of living makes mat- -

ters worse at the present time ; and it is bhard
10 say what will be the result, if something is
not speedily done to remedy the evil. If
nitherto our winisters could barely subsist,
encounter the future ? It is amatter of thank-
tion, than formerly they were, to sustain their
pastors. It is to be hoped that without delay
they will take steps towards this object. Some

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

. Besides it isimpossible for a minister to pro-

secute his studies with that elasticity and
buoyancy of mind, which are necessary to the
success of all intellectual exercise, while pov-
erty and starvation are staring him in the face.
It is moreover impossible for him to derive
much confort from lubouring among a people
who are abundant’y able to support bim, but
who, from thoughtlessness er illiberality, leave
him to brood over present prications, and dark
prospects, putting him off with occasiona!
dunations, while his legitimate claims are left
unsettled.

3. Cungregations must themselves suffer from
It
cannot very well be expected that the Lord
will greatly bless the souls of those who are
inconsideratec or unjust towards his ambas-
sadors. In point of fact the precivusness of
the gospel is little felt by those who do little
in proportidn to their means, to support its
ministration. It oftentimes happens also that
ministers are compelled to abandon their peo-
ple altogether from want of support.  Congre-
gations thus abandoned find it difficult to ob-
tain pastors to replace those who have lefi
them. They are frequently left from this
cause, for long years, as sheep without a shep-
herd. They become scattered and disorgan-
ized. Their spiritual interests sadly suffer.
Even ia regard to temporal things, far more is

how have they, without increased incomes, to , 105t to their wealth and comfort than would

have served to support their pastors as they

faluess, that our people are in a better posi- : OUght to have been supported.

4. Young men arc deterred from the ministry
by the prospect of inadequate support. How can

- the Church expect that young men of talents

congregations need no suggestions to be made .

to them on this matter. They will be forward
1o do their duty. Some congregations we foar
need large measures of light, and carncst
appeals to their conscience un the subject of
rainisterial support. We ask our congregations
generally to reflect on the following considera-
tions.

1. Ministers harc adivine right to a fair support
From thewr people. Do ye not know,” says
Paul, ¢ that they which minister about holy
things, live of the things of the temple, and
they which wait at the altar, arte partakers
with the altar ? Even so hath the Lord ordain-
¢d that they which preach the Gospel should
live of the Gospel.” Ministers are not there-
fure to be considered as mere pensioners on the
bounty or liberality of their people, which the
latter may give or withhold as they please.
They have a right conferred upon them to
cxpect a fair support as their due.

2. Viristers cannot labour aright acithout
adrgquate support. With stinted incomes they
sannot originate of carry out schemes of use-
falness, which ampler means would enable
them to prosecute. Under the pressure of want
1t is hard for them to maintain that fearless
independence of spirit which befits their high
office. They cannot well urge the apostolic
precept ¢ Owe no man anything,” while them-
selves perhaps at the mercy of creditors.

and promise, such as arc nceded, will devote
themselves, or that their friends and parents
will encourage them to devote themselves to
the work of the ministry, where it is well
known that there is little prospect of a fair
support in this work. It may besaid that none
arc fit for the ministry who are not willing to
Iabour irrespective of all pecuniary counsidera-
tions ? Let this be granted : yet what right
hiag the Church to expect sacrifices for its wel-
fare from young men when it is uowilling to
bear their burdens, or to make any sacrifices
for 1heir comfort and subsistence 7

We ask the attention of the congregations of
our Church to these considerationsand toactac-
cordingly. We dare not tell all we know of the
sufferings and privations of some of the minis-
ters of our Church. They themselves have not
been loud or frequent in their complaints. This,
however, is no reason why their wrongs ought
not to be redressed. On the contrary the
paticnce with which they have endured hard-
ships gives them a stronger claim to a prompt
consideration of their legitimate rights. The
time is approaching when congregations usual-
1y bold their annual meetings for the scttlement
of their termporal affairs. We respectfully but
carnestly suggest that if something is not pre-
viously donc, steps shall then be taken to reader
Justice to our ministers by the increase of their
stipends which arc now far below what they
ougiit to be.
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Articles Selected.

MR. WILLS'S CRUELTY.

~U you see the cottage yon-
der, almost opposite the
railway  statioc 2 Some
years ago a Mr. Barker lived
init, and I must tell you
something sabout him.

Mr. Barker was a clerk in a
bank in Lombard Street.  His
salary was not by any means
large, still he could live pretty
comfortably upon it, as ke had
only to provide for himself and
his little two vear-old daughter, Annie, whose
mother, to his great grief, had dicd a few days
after the child was born. Mr. Barker had

loved his wife so passionately, that when she
was Iving in her Zoffin, he felt almost as Jonah .

did when he said, ¢ It is better for me to dic
than to live.” Bat the child raised its voice,
reminding him that he was not left wholly

=loune in the world, and that his beloved wife -

hiad left him a2 memorial—a living portrait of
herself.

stowed upon it ; the mother's portion, in all its -

fullness, being bestowed upon the child. Annie
soon became her father’s ido), and he not ouly

found that it was better for him to live than to .

die, but the hope grew strong within him that
he might live very, very long, to see the child
develep her beauties and talents, already
beginning to manifest themselves.

“ But suppose you don’t live so very long,”
said Mr. Wills, the grocer, a middlc-aged man,
who lived a few doors from Mr. Barker, and who
ased to meet him regularly at the station, going
ap to town. The train was behind time this
morning, and as they paced up and down the
platform, chatting in alively way, and of course
little Annic soon turned up; for Mr. Barker
wag full of her, and could scarce talk of augbt
else,

“ Sic ! replied Mr. Barker, whose mind was
not at all prepared for that unexpected turn of
thought.

“ Suppose you do not live so very long?”
repeated Mr. Wills, this time with a very mar-
ked accent upon the nof.

i Ah, well ; of course everythingis possible,
for we are mortal. But I come of & strong,
long-lived race, you must know. My father
lived to the age of cighty-two, and my mother
slmost saw her cighticth year.”

¢ But then, suppose that little Annie herself
does not live very long,” reioined Mr. Wills.

‘“ Oh, don't speak in that way, Mr. Wills”

cried Mr. Barker, with an expression of fright. |

« It would kill me to think of it.”

Here the train came up, and the two neigh-
bours burried to their seats. Mr. Barker was
glad that the conversation had been broken off.
He could not but think it cruel of Mr. Wills to
speak so.  But thongh he was angry with him,
he liked him Mr. Wills had shown bim much
kindness during his poor wife's illness. Mrs.

Wills Lad taken care of little Aunie like & ten- | to little Aanic.

der mother, and many kind services hal fol
lowed, which had contributed very much to
soothe Mr. Barker ander bis severe afth. ion.
It was true Mr. Wills had something sesions-
lovking, cven stern, about him ; but hew.sun
honest, clear-sighted. and kind-hearted muu @ v
all that,

Now it wus cruel of Mr. Wills, if rou like tu
call itso ; but there are cruelties which proceed
from true love : and had Mr. Wills never spok-
en in that way, he would perhaps hive been
still more crucel.  His was the cruelty of tiw
able surgeon who applies the lancet to the
paticent’s foul tumour. To tell the truth, Mr,
Jarker seemed to care little about the God who
is in heaven, now that he had a little goddess
beside him on earth,  Every body would not
have observed it; for Mr. Barker led a very
regular, respectable life, and was seldom miss-
ing at church. But it was different with Mr.
Wills; who in bis intercourse with his neigh-
bour went a little deeper than the state of the
weather, the crope, or the prospects of trade.

. Ne discovered, that to Mr. Barker, God, the
So the child had a double love be- -

Creator of henven and curth, was little el-e
than an unknown mysterions being, living far

. off at some remote spot in the universe, where

He had his hands too full of the great concerns
of creation to give his constant attention 1o
that little speck of dust which we inhabit. Mr.
Wills found also that, to Mr. Barker's mind,
eternity was quite an open question, a vague
blauk, indeed, of which he could not sperk at
all definitively.  Still he had no objection to
beliere that there was such o place as heaven,
and he hoped that, by continuing to do his duties
every day, and giving to everybody what was
right, he would get there safely and without
difficulty. These notions were of course quite
different from what the Bible teaches us, but
Mr. Wills had also observed that the Bible was
placed on the highest shelf of Mr. Barker's lit-
tle library. The little clegant mahogany book-
casc in the front parlour contained some nicely
bound volumes about history, natural philoso-

, phy, &c., and the book-shelf suspended on the

wall of the back parlour was filled with novel:
and light reading, which were often resorted
to to pass an bour after little Annic was asleep ;
but the Bible was carefully laid out of sight.
Indced, there was nothing in the house whick:
indicated that its owner from time to timc en-
gaged his attention on other things than such
as the eyc can sce and the hand can touch.
Now Mr. Wills was of opinion that visible
and tangible things, good and uscful as they
may be in themselves, yet have little concera
with the saving of a man. From experience,
he knew that he was a sioner, and through
faith had laid hold on Jesus Christ. He knew,
too, that his ncighbour, Mr. Barker, was much
in nced of that Saviour, and from his conver-
sations with Mr. Barker he had observed that
there were many things in his heart separating
between his soul and Jesug, and that of all theso
things nonc was so great as his absorbing love
Nor could Mr. Wills cntirely
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disapprove of the luvely litile creature occu-
pying a place in ber father's affections 5 for how

could an carthly futher be the image of the |

{feavenly Fuather, i he did not tenderty fove his
Jhildren 2 But Mr. Backer's luve to little Annie
was all absorbing it so entirely engrossed his
atfections, that there was teally no room for
Christ.  And this, in Mr. Wills 3 opinion, was

a very dangerous state of things, both tor the

“atber and the cinld.

Mr. Wills was not o doctor, but having him- |

~oif trained up a numetous tandy he could
cretty weil judge whether a child was robustor
nol. Much to lns griet Le had obsurved some

serious signs of debility in httde Annie. which |

always reminded him of Lher mother, who had
given birth to her child while in the last stage
of consumption. lie was almost certain that
the day was not very fur distant when the poor
father would see his little darling droop away
nefore his eyes, like a rose after a severe night
‘rost : and fecling deeply tor the puor man, he
would start when he pictured to himself the
1aoment when this sad trouble would come
on Mr. Harher. At present, it was clear
Mr. Darker saw mnothing of it.  But Mr
Wills thought it would be wise and good to try
1o gradually prepare him tor the day of evil

vi hich was inevitable, and above all, to endea-

vour in time to provide him with a * rod and
stafl which would comfort hiw,” when his knees
staggered from the heavy stroke which would
fall upon him.

S5 much for the cruelty which Mr. Wills ex-
Libited when bhe said to his neighbour : ¢ Sup-

pose little Aunie docs not live very lung 77
After that time, when Mr. Barker happened
10 meet Mr. Wills, Le studiously avoided every-

thing that might lead the latter to turn the |

conversation to such grave topics as death and |

clernity.
grasp of circumstances. .\ powerful king in
his own estimation, he has not even the power

But man is singularly under the |

to determine at one moment what he will be .
thinking of in the next, nor even what he may -

be talking about with somebody clse.
pencd one evening that when Mr. Wills stepped

:2 he found Mr. Barker absorbed in luoking at .

a photograph of his deccased wife, which he
was holding in his band, while a tear glistened
in his eye.

% She was a good and lovely woman,” said
Mr. Wills, taking the portrait from his friend’s
hand, and looking at it with an cxpression of
ceep feeling.

“Indced, she was ; and how short was my
happy dream by her side™

# Just so, it wasbut a dream ; and sois this
whole life of ours, The real tife is yet to come.”

¢ { belicve you are right. I was just think-
.ng while looking on that portrait, that surely
.t is impossible so much goodness and beauty
could be lost for cver ; or should have been
destined to shine only for a few years, and
never to show itsunparalleled brightness again.
Oh certainly, I shall, I must sece her again one
day in a better world than this.”

 Two things arc necessary to your realising
that hope,” said Mr. Wills, in a peusive tone.

*“ What are they 27

t First, that she is in the better world ; Jet
us bope, bowever, that that is the case.”

It hap- ;
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“ And secondly 7’ ashed Mr. Barker, with
some cutiosity. ¢ Of course,” he added, *that
Iam there too. Well) et us also hoy  ".at |
am on the way to it.”

“ 1 could not well hope it unless I were not
in doubt of it,” observed Mr. Wills. ¢ When
we are sitting in the railway carriage we do
not merely Aope that we are on the way to
town, but we aresure of it. .V man who only
hopes that he is un the way toa certain place,
is most likely not on the way. As it is clea:
that he dues not Anow the way, it is to be feared
he must have started st random.”

“ Why,"said Mr. Barker, after a few moments’
reflection, * I think I am pretty certain 1 am
coing to heaven,”

“1amglad to hear you say so0,” said Mr.
Wilis. “ What makes you certain of that 77

4 Well, T don't sce why I should not go
there. I have always dune my duty as far as |
could.”

% That's more than I cansay of mysclf,” an-
swerced Mr. Wills, in 1 soft voice,

‘ Nor have 1 done any harm to anybody, as
far as I am aware.” continued Mr. Barker.

“ 1 wish 1 could give the same testimony
about mysclf,” replied Mr. Wills, with gravity.

“ But Mr. Wills, you don’t mean to say that
vou have neglected vour duties and robbed
other people ?” exclitimed Mr. Barker.

“ Not in the sight of man, nordo I know my-
self guilty before a human tribunal,” replied
Mr. Wills ; ¢ but when we speak of going to
heaven, we of course think of appearing before
a higher tribunal—bcfore a Judge who has it
in Lis power to open or to shut heaven accord-
ing to his justice. Before that ommiscient,
holy, and almighty Judge, I feel I could say
nothing in my own defence, if He reminded me
of thousands of cvil thoughts thathave risen in
my mind, of thousands of unknd words which
came from my lips, of thousands of good deeds
which I ought to have done. but which I left un-
done because I was too proud, too sclfish, or too
carcless to do them. Ifeel 1 am a sinner in
God's sight, Mr. Barker ; and so you must per-
ceive that the ground upon which you rest your
certainty of going to heaven cannot be mine. 1
rest my safety upon my having anall-sufficient
Advocate who will plead my cause and get me
clear off in that great assize day. But of course
you are not in need of Him, for I learn justnow
that you are a righteous man, who are able to
plead for yourseifl”

# Why—of course—"said Mr. Barker, aftera
pause, ¢ if you choose to look atmatters in that
light—of course—many things may be pointed
out in my lifc too which might have been better
than they were.  We have all our defects and
faults. Bat ao you really think the great God
will take notice of that 27

“ If you are sure He will not,” replied Mr.
Wills, ¢ that is very well ; then you need not
care about those faults and defects, as you call
them. Iam not sure of it, however. On the
contrary, [ am assured that he will place all
those things in the light of his holy counte-
nance. And so I have betaken myself to the
crucified Saviour, who has atoued for all my
sins, faults, and defects ; and itis in Him, and
in Him alone, that I now know and feel myself
safe. But of course you nced not go to Him, for
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as to your faults and defcets, you are sure that ‘
-God will take no notice of them.”

Mr. Barker looked Lis neighbour in the face ‘
+0 ascertain whether he could detect a smile on '
i1, but Mr. Wills looked as grave as ever.

“ There is something uncommonly caustic in
your words,” he said.

* In my words, perhaps, but not inmy mind.
1 only want you to examine your ground well.
You will not be able to live your life overagain,
11 case you should at its close discover that you
Yad taken the wrong way. I do not Lelieve
that you can get to heaven without Jesus, But
if you think you can, very_well, it is your busi-
ness to be well-assured of that. But 1 almost
forgot the end of my visit. I have brought you
a little bottle of medicine for little Annic's
cough. I would advice you to give it to her.
1t can do her no harm, at any rate.”

“ PThank you,” said Mr. Barker, taking the
bottle from his friend’s hand. * You seem to
think often of Annie's coughl”

# 1Well, T believe the sooner she gets rid of it
the better.”

“ Do you really think there is something the
matter with her ?”

“1 hope not, but children of her age are
lelicate creatures, you know. They may stand
an amazing amount of suffering, but then they
may also suddenly succumb.”

1t Pray do not speak in that way, Mr. Wills,
1t is too cruel.”

# Well, my dear friend, I will besilent about
it at once. Only——"

% Qnly 2

_“Iwish your hopes for happiness were resting
-1pon a surer foundation thana little creature of
flesh and blood, however lovely and endearing,
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Suppose God in his wisdom takes her away
from jou one day, what will be left you to lay
hold on if you have no Saviour for your soul?
I wish you could give yourself and your child
into the hands.of Jesus. lle is the only true
physician, both for your soul and her body.”

# Cruel, cruel man!” said Mr. Barker to him-
self after Mr. Wills had left. He went to the
nursery, threw up the cover of the little cradle,
and with afeeling at once of unutterable delight
and melancholy, stared at the beauuful fever-
flushed little face. Alas! the child was too
beautiful. It was as though nature was know-
ingly lLastening the realisation of its masterly
conception because its time was short.

“ Oh no, no!" the enthusiastic father whis-
pered. # It cannot be! Impossible ”

Then, having impressed a gentle kiss on the
thin coral lips, he -returned to the parlour and
fell intu a train of deep thoughts. 1 cannot
tell what those thoughts were, but this much I
know, that the next day a Bible was found on
the book-shelf in the back-room.

And what Mr. Barker had declared to be im-
possible proved only too possible, poor man!
Scarcely twelve months had elapsed, when one
Sunday afternoon two gentlemen were seen
walking up to the cemetery. And when they
hiad arrived at 2 new-made little grave, they
stared at the little mound in profound silence.
Then the elder of the two gently laid Ins
hand upon the shoulder of the mourning father,
and said—

% Can you believe now, my dear friend, that
this spot speaks not of cruelty, but of love ?”

Yes, he could now, though tears prevented
him from saying it. God had taken the lesser

, from hiue only to make him find the greatest.

Subbath Beadings.

RELATIONSHIP TO CHRIST.

* And helooked round about on them whichsatabout ¢
him, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren!
for whosoever ghall do the will of God, the same is

my brother and my sister and mother.’—Mark iii.

mindful of natural rela-
tionship, but he regarded
Y/ spiritual relationship still move.

=% (Once, when a certain woman
who heard him, said, * Blessed
is the womb that bare thee and
the paps which thou hast
sucked, he replied, “Yea, rather
blessed are they that hear the
word of God and keep it.” And so on this
occasion he declares the near relation exist-
ing between himself and all the faithful ser-
vants of God.

Let us consider,

I. The persons designated —  YWhoso-
ever shall do the will of God.”

I1. Their relationship to Christ—* the
same is my brother, and my sister, and
mother.” )

III. Some motives and encouragements
arising out of the subject.

. L. The description is short and clear:
¢ Whosoever shall do the will of God."” St.
Matthew has,  Whosoever shall do the will
of my Father which is in heaven;” and
St. Luke, © Those which hear the word "of
God aud do it.” If there were not some
great difference between these people and
others it would not be possible to desecribe
them so shortly; for where persons are
alike in the main, and differ only in some
smaller particulars, those particulars must
be minutcly described in order to show the
distinction. Ierc there was onc thing
which distinguished these people from all
others, and that ‘was obedience to God:
# Whosoever shall do the will of God.”
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God has shown us in his word how he
regards different characters, and it is ac-
cording to the revealed inind and judgment
of God that our judgment is to be formed.
Now the word of God plainly separates
those that do his will from all others, takes
them out, sets them apart, and treats them
as distinet, placing God's obedient servants
by themsclves on the one side, and all the
rest of mankiud on the other. On the one
hand there 15 a likeness both of state and
character, between all the obedient, which
uo outward differences can do away; on
the otler, there is a difference between the
obedieat and disobedient which no outward
likeness can reconcile.  They that “ do the
will of God ™ are distinguished from all
besides. The expression in the text is yet
more general: * Whoseever shall do the
will of God.” Whosoever or whatsoever he
may be in other respects, high or luw, rich
or poor, learned or unlearned, he is classed
with all the rest who do God's will, and
placed apart from the rest of mankind.

This 1s very different from man’s way of
distinguishing onc man from another.
 Man looketh on the outward appearance,
but the Lord looketh on the heart.” For
instance, those to whom God has given
much of this world’s wealth arc generally
called * the rich,” while those who have
small carthly possessions are classed to-
gether as  the poor; ™ yet there may be
the greatest possible difference among those
thus classed together; the difference be-
tween therightcousand the wicked, between
those who do his will and thosc who do it
not. Be it our chicf care that whatever
our outward conditivn may be, lle way
recognise us now as those that do his will,
and acknowledge us as such hereafter when
the final separation shall be made!

It is not the knowledge of the wiil of
God, or a wmere profession of obedicnce, or
a great reputation fer heliness, or all of
these together, that constitute the character
mentioned In the text; it is to do the wili
of God, in other words to be true and prac-
tical Christians. And cven this obedicnce
must spring from a right souree, or it will
not be obedience in the cye of the Al-
mighty. Nothing that we can do will be
pleasing to God, unless it spring from faith
in Chnist.  We must be reconciled before
we ¢an hope to plerse; we must first obey
the Gospel call to believe in Christ for the
pardon of sin before we can hiope to render
10 God any acceptable obedience in keep-
ing his commandments. © This is his com-
mandment, that we should Ixclieve on the
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name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one
another as he gave us commandment.”
First, Christ must be believed on with the
heart, and then must follow the fruits of
holiness.

Perhaps to some sincere but fearful dis-
ciple of Christ these words of the text may
come with a discouraging and depresssing
effect, “ Whosoever shall do the will of
God.” Te is sadly conscious that he does
not do that will. 1fe does indced earnestly
desire to do it, but this very desire makes
hun feel his manifold defects, and he echoes
the apostle’'s complaint, ** The good that I
would I do not, but the evil which I would
not, that T do.” But our Saviour's words
were never meant to discourage any dis-
ciple; they are the words of affectionate
blessing and encouragement, conveying a
privilege, not pronouncing a condemnation ;
shutting out indeed all insincere professors,
but speaking nothing bYut comfort to the
true disciple. For did not Christ know
the weakness and imperfections of his fol-
lowers ? Could he mean when he gave this
assurance to confine it to those who should
do the will of God peifectly? Where can
such be found ? Was there one such among
those to whom these words were directly
addressed ? No; but there were those who
belicved on him, loved him, and sincerely
desired to follow him; and to such his
words were and are addressed.  The very
imperfections of the first followers of Christ
may be an cncouragement to us if we view
than aright.  Look at their chamacter at
the time when our Lord spoke thus to
them ; consider their weakness and instz-
bility, their darkness, ignorance, and un-
belicl.  Yet they had formken all and fol-
lowed him, and so they reccived this bless-
ing. “ And he locked round about on
them which sat about him, and said, Behold
my mother and my brethren!” The bles-
sing was pronounced on them direetly and
personally, and it is extended to others in
the words that follow: ¥ For whosoever
shall dp the will of God, the samé is my
brother and my sister and mother.”

Docs your heart testify that you are sin.
cere and honest in your desire to do the
will of God ? Iave you fied to the cross
of Christ for refuge 7 Are you resting your
hope in him, striving by the Spirit to fol-
low him ? Then ket not your own unwortk-
incss make you conclude that you cannot
be of thase who do the will of God. Ratker
believe that Ged for Christ's sake acoepts
your sincere though inperfect obedicnee,
and blesses and wiﬁ bless you.
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IL. The second point we were to cousider
was the relationship between Christ and
those who do the will of God: * Whoso-
ever shall do the will of God, the same is
my brother and my sister and mother.”
There are two main features in relationship
by kindred—nearness and affection; we
may consider both these to have been
meant by our Saviour whan he spoke thus.

(1.) A mother, a sister, 2 brother is a
near relative; so Christ looks upon the
rizhteous as nearly connected with himsclf.
He would not have even his nearest kind-
red after the flesh thought to be more
closely joined to him than those who heard
his word and kept it. e owns such as
his. They belong to him, and are related
10 him.

(2.) But nearness is only a_part of rela-
tionship, there is affection also. It is a
comuton expression, © those who are near
and dear to us,” because even the worldly
have a natural luve for their kindred. How
much more then is there love between
Christ and those whom he calls brethren !
Qur Saviour assures us, therefore, that all
who do the will of God are dear to him,
and dear to him on that very account.
This is not a rcltionship without love. He
loves them, and they Jove him.  They love
him beeause he first loved them.

III. Let us .now try to draw from this
subject some motives and cncouragements.

(1.) Men think much of any connection
with human greatness. To be nearly re-
iated to one of high rank orgreat influence,
how great an honour is it considered !
How then ought we to prize the henour of
being admitted into near relationship with
the Lord Jesus? Well may we count our-
sclves unworthy of such an honour, well
may the very thought of it humble us.
Yct Christ himself gives this honour to the
Laithful servants of God.  Let us believe,
embrace, and rejoice.

(2.) Azain, wecan never think ourselves
00 closely connceled with those carthly
friecnds whom we dearly love.  Anything
thatestablishes the connection and strength-
¢ns the bond is souzht and valued. If
we love Christ, thea how must we rejoice
at this declaration, © Whosoever shall do
the will of God, the same is my brother
and my sister and mother.” And what 2
molive is here for secking most carnestly
that more of that character may be ours!?

(3.) Weare accustomad to seck honour
from a connection with the great, and the
gralification of affection from an union
with these we love, though we know that
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this honour and pleasure can be but for a
little while. With what earnestness then
should we seck 2 relationship to Christ,
which, once formed, will never ceasc!
Death will take us away from all honours,
and sever us (at least for a time) from all
the delights of affectionate intercourse ; but
it will but bring us unearer to Christ. If
now we areregarded by him as his brethren,
then death will carry us into a closer inter-
course with him than cven that relation-
ship could furnish on earth. And this m-
tercourse will last for ever.  Age after age,
and through countless ages, it will form our
unutterable happivess.

(4.) But there is a solemn theught con-
nected with this.  As this relationship to
Christ will never end, so separation from
him hereafter will also be for ever.  If we
do not become united to Christ lere, we
must be parted from him throughout cter-
nity. This is a solemn thought, and yet
more solemn when we think again of the
strictness of the distinction between those
who serve God and these who serve him
not. *° Whosoever shall do the will of
God, the same is my brother and my sister
and mother.” But what becomes of all
who do not do the will of God? What is
their present state, what their expectations
for the futurc? They are here distinetly
separated from the righteous, and so they
will be for ever! They are not Christ's
now, they will have no portien in hin
hereafter. O consider this ye who are not
doing the will of God, not giving your
hearts to him, not sccking lis salvation.
Think what it is to be without Christ
here, and think what it will be to be
without him hereafter! Where but in
Christ is comfort, and peace, and joy?
Where but in him is 2 refuge from the
storm of God's wrath ?

(5.) Observe that all may come within
the scope of this desigmation.  * Whose-
cver shall do the will of God.” # We all
have opportunitics of doing that will; it
does not require high station or a wide
sphere; not an hour passcsin which we do
not all find something to be done or some-
thing to be resisted for God.  Right and
wrong are continually set before us for our
choice. Sinful tempers, ¢vil thoughts, csr-
rupt inclinations, bad habits, outward
snares and termptations, arc some of the
things with respect to which we may cither
do or not do the will of God. The poorest
and humblest may be doing the will of God
as much as the greatest and noblest. It is
a comfory to any onc who loves God that
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God has not left him without opportunities, but said his apostle, “ I can do all thing:
of serving.  But we are weak und sinful;  through Christ which strengtheneth me.”
what a comfort then that grace will he, This strength is promised to all who seek
given as well as opportunity! ¢ Without, it out of the fulness that is in Christ
me,” said our Lord, * ye ¢an do nothing ; ” § Jesus.

THE LAST SUNSET.

 Let-me look once more un what my Divine Father has difTased even here, a3 a faint intimatior
of what he has somewhere else. 1 am pleased with this as a distant outskirt, as it were,
of the Paradise towards which I going."—Jony Fostee,

J.OSE not the casement, love;
Nuy, raise the curtain,— I would look once more
On the bright strcam and antumn-tinted grove,
Our own blue luke and ity dark mountain shore;

All we so long have known,
And loved with that deep passion of the heart,
Which cannot be a thing of carth alone,
Which must of our immortal life be part.

Yes, I would gaze again
At the old sunsct hour, on carth and sky,
Thouglt doubting not its image will remain,
One of the memories which can never dic.

Ilow brightly lingers still
That golden glory in the radiant west!
How its reflection glows, on wood and hill,
The rushing river, and the lake’s calm breast!

I go to scenes more fair,
More glorious,—yct to these affection clings;
First tokens here of what awaits us there,
Time's passing types of everlasting things.

I thank thee, O my God,
My Father! for the goodness which has given
So much 1o beautify our brief abode,
Our pilgrim path as thy redeemed to hicaven.

And now thy voice X hear;—
Thou callest, I obey.—well pleased X come,
Leaving the outer courts, so fair, 2 dear,
For higher joys within the Father's home!




