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CHRIST’S FIRST MIRACLE.

Many persons tell us, when we point them to Christ as their great ex-
‘p1ar, that they can findjnothing in his life which applics to their case.
lignarrative is, thoy think, too general to afford any suggestions or ex-
:ples of the morality of the little practical affairs of every day life.
utxf the history of our Saviour is concise, it is remmk'lb]) sugges-
‘e, and a little attention will frequently enable us to discover in it
:’uablc practical truths, unseen by the careless and hasty reader.
his may be an apology for presenting the following sketch of Christ’s
st miracle. The account will be found in the second chapter of St.
fin's Gospel.

The occasion is a day of festivity. Christ came to bless and
ghten the joys as well as to heal the sorrows of life. Our social

getions are to be ranked among God’s most precious gifts. How
d the thought that oftimes social intercourse is the means of utter
rgetfulness of all that is noble and eternal in life’s destiny. Iow
en do we find the conversation, the amusemer.t, in fact everything
nnecte(l with a social party, so vain and frivolous that in such a

ene the holy Son of God never could have joined. It nced not be

. The most joyous scenes of life may be blessed and honoured by

8 presence and approbation of our Redeemer.

The character of the guests invites romark. We are acquainted

ith none except Jesus, his disciples, and his mother. Christ was at

is time more than thirty years of age. Hé had not yet displayed
js mitaculous powers, but his moral and intellectual character could
ot have been all this time unknown. His lif¢ had been holy, harm-
f,undeﬁled and separate from sinners. He had never joined in
lerevelry and folly of youth. Why then did the parties concerned
%k his company ? Certainly not because he was the gay man of
it. Nor yet could it be on account of his celebrity. But may we
: F-1
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not justly suppose that on account of his holy wisdom, men who wex i
lovers of truth and virtue sought his socicty? What a lesson for u [l
in the choice of our companions and the formation of our social circle

How the minds of the company were occupied during the feast nj
are not informed. The presence of Christ there, however, is a suf
cient guarantee. Nothing unholy could pass before him withe ]}
rebuke. That wisdom which commanded the profound adinirationd§
the Jewish Doctors more than cighteen years before, will not suffa
the time to pass without impressing precepts of instruction on th
minds of his friends. Happy indeed were they who were permittd
to listen to the precepts of life-wisdom which fell from his lips.

But in the midst of the conversation an incident occurs scemingh
about to give an cinbarassing and almost ludierous twrn to the festivif
ties of the day. Kither through the unexpected number of the gues:
or the poverty of the host, the supply of wine fails. The mother ig
Christ, who seems to have been so intimately acquainted with the famil i
as to have interested herself in their domestic arrangements, informs he§
son of the circumstance. Whethor she expected his interposition o
not is doubtful. DProbably, as his miraculous powers were not yajf
known, she merely intended to suggest that he should cease his cor
versation, and, by leaving, break up the company before the deficiency s
became known. If such be the idea, we can readily understand the
veply of Christ. It conveys nothing of a harsh vepulse. The originl
says, ¢ Mother,” (for the term woman’ conveys that tender ad
respectful idea,) “ what is that to thee and me, my time is not yet
come.” As though he had said, This circumstance nced give usm
concern, need not break up the party; I have first something Js
to do.

God frequently employs trifles as links to conneet the most momen
tous eveats. Thus this little affair, apparently unfortunate, waste
result in the display of unforeseen glory. The Saviour has detr
mined to make it the oceasion on which he will commence to manifes
to the world his mighty power as the eternal son of God. To manii
might seem very inappropriate. In.an obscure village, at a wedding
party, in connection with so trivial an accident, to inaugurate tha
course of action which was to lay the foundation of the faith of the
redeemed world, does not accord with human ideas of greatness. But
God performs the mightiest works ithout ostentation. The occasion
to him is appropriate—Christ’s first object in the working of miracles
is to confirm the faith of his disciples. Those disciples are ther
present to sce for themselves, and, when tho time comes, they will be
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Bitnesses of this as his other works to all the nations of the earth.
st also, in counection with his miracles, frequently blessed aud
Bctified the affections of the varied relations of life. On other occa-
Rions ho relioved the mourning hearts of a childless father, a widowed
other, a bereaved sister, and approved their Jove—and so here, in
fiis first display of his almighty power, he conc eseends to smile upon
e joy with which youthtul hearts set out together on the journey of
i

B Christ’s mother, knowing from his reply that his wisdom would
nggest some relief from their difliculty, had given the servants orders
o obey any dircctions he might give them. Ile commands them to
&Il six waterpots, which stood at hand, with water, and, drawing it
it again, bear it to the governor of the feast, by whom it is found to
Be the best and purest wine.

H The miracle itself, like the occasion, is characteristic of the Saviour.
B a simple, yet unmistakable manner, it demonstrates that he is the
Mol of nature. When he heals the withered_band, he shows that he
B <ot in motion the seeret springs and vital currents of life. ‘When
Jic raises the dead, he shows that he can call back the soul from the
fiernal world and ye-unite it to the body ; and thus here the same
g mighty (lod,”” whe, (hrough sunshine and showers and rolling sea-
ons, and all the machinery of the vegetable world, prepares susten-
ce for man, proclaims himself able, without any natural means, to
 oduce the same results.  Well may St. John close his narrative by
R.ying that he «manifested his glory.” It is indeed the glory of
bivine wisdom and power. May we, like the Disciples of old, while

b admire him, acknowledge him as our God, our Master, our Saviour.
: N. B.

OUR BACKSLIDERS.

‘B We sincerely helieve there is not a more diligent and successful body
8 chrictian ministers in the world than those of the Wesleyan Methodist
Phurch in Canada.  There may be found individual exceptions, and there
jre probably in other Churches individual 12inisters who eseel some of
hem in self denying zeal and successful cfforts in advancing the kingdom
37 our blessed Lord.  We fear, however, our suceess is not by any means
bmmensurate with our labours, owing to 2 want of proper adjustment of
hur efforts, and the system of procedure which has grown up in Metho-
fizm all over our Provinee as well as in the neighbouring Republic.

¥ Whilst we freely admit that these abundant labours and sacrifices have
en crowned with success, as the number of our churches and the in-
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ercase in membership and adherents, as well as the increasing gifts cufil
into the Lord’s treasury bear witness ; yet we fear amidst the glare of o
success we do not distinetly see our failures, and that in summing up e !
waing we lose sight of our losses; that in looking at what we have dug i
we do not take in account what we have left undone, or performed ver
imperfeetly. . i .
In reading the Missionary Report for the present year, we were foreil)
struck with some returns made by Missionaries. One reports only b
the number of members returned last year. Another states that he n.J
ceived upwards of 100 members, mostly, if not altogether, the fruits (i
protracted mectings, and yet the year closes with a decrease of 87 as con.
pared with the previous year. This certainly is a painful state of thing
The highest number returned was 289. The «backslidings” in th:j
case, making allowanees for deaths and removals, was more than fifty i@
cent.  And still we have no cause te believe that the Minister was [
faithful than his brethren.  Other instances may be produeed, not equaly
striking, but thesc ‘furnish a pretty fair index to the working of oy
system as at present adopted and pursued by us; or rather, to an unni
departure from old Wesleyan practices and modes of ministerial labonJ
We also fear that our Cireuit work is not in a more healthy state thnffh
the Mission, and that what is applicable to the one will apply to the othe 8
"'k~ views we take in writing on this subject are far from being popul: 8
and the expressions of opinion we are about to give are sure to be lookd
upon as indications of the want of revival and progressive spirit on ouff§
part, or any writer who may chancs to dissent from practices so comma
and so lauded. ,.
1st. We say Protracted Meetings are a fruitful source of backeliding |8
a3 at present generally condueted in regard to times, places, anil
modes of operation. When there is a spirit of hearing among a peop:[§
with symptoms of serious- thought and religious reflection, and they axj§
thus brought into a state for further advance into the Kingdom of ChrisJg
—when the spirit of prayer and supplication is poured upon the churd
and of faith, that God will revive his work—when the members
earnestly seeking for full redemption,—by all means meet regularly aif
continuously for preaching, prayer, and praise, if need be for weeks ¢
months, until every sinner in the congregation is converted, and ever
believer is sanetified- ‘
But, unhappily, such a prepored field for sowing the word of trultfg
much less for gathering in spiritual fruit is seldom found. One caused
which isthe competition ofsects. One rushesin regardless of the necessa§
preparations or results, lest another should have the field before hin}
Foreign elements and artificial Beatare brought to bear upon the colf
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harren field, and plants of hot-bed production are the resu't.  Can it be
Rtherwise than that such transplanted in the Church, which soon returns
Jlo the old freczing point, and additioually exposed to the cold nipping
} lasts of the world, should be of » pale, sichiy, stunted growth., 1undreds
Bif them perish every year in this seasoning process, and other hundreds of
ftem live, but with very little productive capacity.

§ Almost every innovation and plan of modern times proposed for the
ftpread of truth and the conversion of souls in these lands, strange o3
Bitmay appear, has been to relieve the Church of regular and systematic
Buties as enjoined in the word of God, and as enforced by our discipline.
s well as to relieve the new convert of tedious oppression and painful
Milizations, teaching him to compress the work of years into a few hours or
oys at most.  Iis convietion, repentance, justification, nay, even his
Botive sanctification, may be so compressed as to be cffected in as short a
Mine as the salvation of the penitent thief upon the cross.  This spiritus]

gon; then brought through that light to see his Saviour, and whom having
on he loves, and rejoices with a joy unspeakable and full of glory. But
ook at our converts at protracted mectings, they have not time to be taught.
fley are only cxcited and impressed ; the exeitement and impression are
e from being always such as truth and the spirit of God gives. The
man wind appears incapable of recciving truths of iwmportance very
feudily, so espeeially in regard to religious truth to which there is much
istance and dislike.

E We are, however, free to admit that many of the members of our Church
Jore baen brought to God through the instrumentality of protracted
Beetings, and that there is to be found among them those who ornament
fieic profession, and glorify Him with their bodies and spirits, which ave
lis. There is not only the sad state of depression and coldness which is
Rmost sure to suceced great excitement, but, what is fully as much to be
eplored, the lack of faith in what arc called the ordinary means of grace.
id idea, ordinary and common!! and like most ordinary and common
Riings, they are treated with as little consideration.  Calm, solemn truth,
truth gushing forth from the warm heart of the preacher has scarcely,
b such an element of power, to persuade or comfort; born .n a whirl-
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wind of excitement, his faculties were formed to inhale such an atmospher,
and for none other has he taste or capacity—the religious nitrogene e
not be supplied at pleasure, he becomes chilled, and dies in the seasoniy
process.

We object to the application of the word Revival in its general use. |
is the Church alone that is eapable of revival.  The world needs new fif
but that life cannot be given hut through a living Church. A lisiy
Church must have its sustenance through the regular and constant ug(
the means of grace; a living Church wust use them, approve of thew, ai
have implicit faith in their ability to supply their constantly aceruing g,
tual wants. This relizious gormandizing on whatare deemed lusuries, b
only luxuries dressed up by human appliances, are mostly relished by i
weak and sickly, and though caleulated to produce a feverish excitemen
and the vigour and emotion and incbriation are not caleulated to prodiofll
such spiritual knowledue and vigour as a Chureh needs, to afford attracticfl
and safe keeping to thosc who have a desire to flee from the wrath to e
and save their souls.  T'he Chureh, if it answers its vocation must huve ol
lightened picty, and steady, uniform devotion to the eause of God, orrJlk
never can care for the young, the wavering, the ignorant, to whose chax
they are committed for safe keeping. To the lack of this uniform, steadr
faithful discharge of religious duties, we attribute much of “backsliding]

(7o be Continued.)

CIHRISTIANITY—A SKETCH.
BY THE REV. DR. COONEY.

None but angels, perhaps, on the score of intelligence, are in wj
wise capable of pronouncing the eulogy of that divine institution, 48
name of which forms the title of this article. But angels, althouy
they excel in strength, and are endued with great knowledge, donfj
fully comprehend the mysteries of godliness ; and hence they are 1
presented as investigating then, or desiring to look into these thingJi
The cherubim soar by the force of contemplation—the seraphim bufl
with love—and all the angelichosts in their “ Thousand thousands, =38
ten thousand times ten thousand” stand before « The ancient of days [
and minister unto him ; but they cannot guage the mysterious deptil
of christianity, or determine how, or by what manner, the Creator kJ
came a creature—how God became a man—how he, who is from Evaf#
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asting to Lverlasting, bocame an infant of days—or why The Prince
of life should die the death of a felon and a slave.

*Pis mystery all ; the Immortal dies;

Who can explore His strange designs ?
In vain the first born seraph tries

To sound the depth of love divine ;
"Tis merey all; let carth adore,

Let angel minds enquire no more.”

Christianity is the result of a divine conception—the effect of a di-
vine purpose—the development of every redeeming plan—the matur-
ity of every redeeming project—the sulution of every redeeming mys-
tery—and the perfection of every redeeming system. For ecighteen
lundred years it has thought, and spoke, and suffered, and worked fop
God, aud to save the souls of men. It has endured hunger, and cold,
and nakedness: it has been imprisoned, scourged, and subjected to
every form of persecution—indeed its history has been marked by
many and varied vieissitudes; but Almighty God has kindly and
Igraciously led her, as a shepherd leadeth his flock, and has safely
brought her through them all.  The glory that dwelt in the bush of
Horeb has been her defence; and the Pillar of Fire and the Pillar of
Cloud have been her fore-front and her rereward.

I know that this divine system Jdoes not require any process verbal
to attest its celestial origin, or to prove that it came down out of Hea-
ven from God. This is demonstrated by facts and arguments thag
neither sophistry nor infidelity can invalidate. What Augustus said
in defence of his administration, Christianity can say insupport of her
claims—in maintenance of her divine pedigree—and in refereuce to
the blessings she has conferred upon all nations, and tongues, and
kindreds, and people. S vis monumentum, circumspice te.””  If you
want or desire an evidence of my heavenly origin and mission, look all
sound you.

We acknowledge ber claims, commemorate her triumphs, and
praise her excellent greatness: and, perceiving that her strength is
the same, her wisdom as profound, her sanctity as pure, her love as
ardent, and her ability to save as powerful, as when she first flashed
out from the rainbow round about the throne, my soul and all that is
within me exclaim, all hail, Esto perpetua.

¢ The gates of hell cannot prevail,
The Church on earth can never fail.”

Religion is of too gentle a nature, and of too pacific a disposition to
use compulsion, and too magnanimous to resort to anything either
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sordid or mercenary. She loves the souls of men, and labours
accomplish their salvation ; but she also respects the human will, axJi§
trents man with all the consideration due to * « free agent.”

Ciwristianity is both benignant and gracious ; merciful to all, and
greav kindness. Sho is often displeased, but never angry; ofto i
grieved, but never irritated—occasionally stern, but never repulsire;
and although the conduct of impenitent and obdurate sinners fills b
with apprehension and alarm, she follows them with tears and prayes,
and offers them salvation without money and without price. An;
when neither tears nor prayers will prevail she places herself befo
them ; stands as it were between them and perdition, and says-
* Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread ; and you: J¥
labour for that which satisficth not; hearken diligently unto me, and [
eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.”

The resources which Christianity has at lier disposal, and the mun;
ficence that regulates the distribution of them, and her wonderful §
adaption to man under every possible variety of phase and cireum
stances are such, that it requires the vacied and glowing colours
auntithesis to sketch these features of her character.  She is sorrowingy
yet always rejoicing : having nothing, and yet possessing all things:
poor, yet making many rich. She is a foot to the lame, and an ey
to the blind; alight to them that sitin darkness—a comfort to the B
afflicted—a help in every time of trouble—a friend that sticketh closer |§
than a brother—and to all that fnbibe her spirit, and experience her
saving power, she will give an ornament of grace, a crown of glory.
and an everlasting inheritance. In a word, Christianity is the true
philanthropist—the real civilizer—the genuine reformer—the chid
utilitarian, and the greatest of all progressionists. Yea, the model of |
every excellency—the mirror of every virtue—the pillar and ground
of the truth, and « the light of the knowledge of the glory of God i
the face of Jesus Chriat.”

But to speak of this issuc of God’s boundless love, as it deserves to
be spoleen of, our lips chould be touched with hallowed fire ; and our
inmost souls endued with ¢ the wisdom that cometh down from above.”
But she needs no enconium ; her works praise her in the gates; her
record is on high; and although she is of divine origin and lineage
she delights to sojourn among men ; and longs for the day when the
tabernacle of God shall be set up among them ; and when grace shall |
reign in every heart through rightcousness, unto eternal life, by our |
Lord Jesus Christ.

For this CHRISTIANITY prays —for this sho preaches, for this she
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Bibors and toils—this is the alpha and omega of all her desires, her
P spirations, and her hopes.  Welook upon her with admiration and rev
fence; and perceiving that her forn dilates, that her countenance
glows, an that her heart throbs with the anticipation of a final and
liglorions triumph, we devoutly say—
5 ¢ Jesus ride on till all are subdued,

Thy mercy make known, and sprinkie thy bloud ;

Display thy sulvation, and teach the new song

To every nation, and kindied, and tongue.”’

Qi Christianity uttered the first promise—provided the marvellous
| oquipagc that carried Enoch up to heaven—taught Noah how to build
e ark, and perform a voyage more extraordinary than that ascribed
m DevcAnion and the Arcoxaurs. Christianity foreshadowed its
Hlcaling power in the erection of the brazen serpent— and typifivd its
Binpartiality and diffusion in the course of the sacred waters that the
B Prophet saw flowing down Mount Moriah. She is noiscless inher mareh;
Bbut rapid in her progress. She is catholic in her spirit, and evangeli-
Beal in her doctrines.  She preaches peace to them that are nigh, and
&0 them that are afar off ; but notwithstanding she wars a good war-
Bure, and fights manfully against principalitics and powers, and against
fopiritual wickednss in high places. She has passed through many a
Biong campaign—she has fought many and fierce battles; the archers
ilave sorely grieved her, and shot at her, but she has never been de-
{iated. And now, with her armour as bright and as invulnerable as

i when she first put it on; and her sword as sharp as when she first
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flungod it into « the heart of the king's cnemies,”’ she goes on congquer-
ing and to conguer—pushing the battle to the gates—putting to flight
B armics of the aliens; and, by her conquests, extending the juris-
filiction, and enlarging the Empire of THE Son oF Gob.

A SIGNIFICANT FACT.

| Prof. Henry, the renowned savap and head of the Smithsonian institute?
E tostifies that he knows but one man among the scientific men of the Tni
 tod States who is an infidel. This fact speaks volumes, and shows eon-
B clusively that the light of science has any other tendency than to make
i men skeptical and unbelievers. It is usually your pretenders to scientific
B knowledge, or men wholly destitute of any seientific attainments, wheo dis-
ki believe, or affect to do so. Asa general remark, we think it will be found
B that 2 vast majority of them belong to the latter class—being wholly ig-

4

i norant, or, what is worse, mere smatterers.
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THOUGIHTS ON EMPLOYMENT FOR UNMARRIED WOMEY, i

In the annals of medicine, one notices that there is generally some pr
valent malady or other which, for the time especially oceupies the iwa
ation of the Faculty, so that any anomalous case is likely to be referry

el o I
it.  Some years ago, it was liver complaint; now it is disease of the hea
It will be something clse by and by, And no doubt all these compiain
do put oun an epidemie character; the widely-spread cause has wi
spread results.  But the cleverest practitioner will probably lay more ui
chief at the door ol the disease of the day than it is really accountable for g8
And I suspeet that, in the same way, there is rather too exelusive a te [
deney to refer all the unhappiness among girls and women to one and th
same cause, want of occupation.  ¥Yet no one can doubt, that it is at preses|J§
an evil which produces a greatly-inereased wnount of conscious suffering

I 2m no friend to schouls ; on the contrary, I am rather bigoted to hox
education. Wherever the parents have one heart and mind (better a;f§
thing, than that the young girl witness the squabble or the stratagem, b8
come the partisan of father or mother), wherever the young life can deve; |8
freely in the house, and a fair amount of systematic teaching be sceursi
there, surely sheis in the safest place. I never see a file of girls, afiz i
their formal walk, re-catering the prison gates of some staring, stuceod
house with pretentious name, in the precinets of one of our large towss
without « suspicion that the advantage of the best masters which congz
gate them there but poorly nmkes up for the dangers of so artificial a lifa
But school days are generally looked back upon as happy. They are t&
regular and (0o busy to be otherwise. This is their strong point. Wb
the girls acquire may not be worth mueh, but the trouble of acquiringiths
kept off all sense o purposelessness.  There isnospare time to hang heawy,
no listless indecision as to what had better be done next.  Every hox
brings its allotted task, and the young spirits are bright with the digaiy
and compincency that comes from being thoroughly employed.

Nor indeed is it often in the first years of home life, when so-called o
ucation is recently over, that givls know mueh of this great want we ax
thinking about. A bright future plags before their imagination ; sma
events take up-a laree space in the mind ; amusements are enerectic; ity
excitingly full of possibilities. And yet, evenin these early days, we baw
seen sisters who loved each other and loved their parents, less happy t
gether than apart, just because when both were at home there was less nef
cessary occupation for cither. They trenched upon cach other's undy
fined province; ran both, asit were, on the same linc ; and so there eam
little jealousics, little collisions, little fits of alicnation, cach wondering whi
the other was so hard to live with, and the mother afraid of some inheren
incompatibility between her girls’ tempers; and all the time it was only
heeause there was not enough for the two to do. Later, onc of these girk
took to drawing, for which she had a decided talent, with a quite profes
sional carncstuness, leaving to the other a more cxclusive domestic sphere;
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.4 then, all clashing and all commenting over, they wereas mueh attach-
as heart could wish. T thind a good deal of enerey is often spent in
Jlaming character when its real use would bein modifying circumstances;
Riud that, in addition to telling young people of the duty of love and con-
kord, parents should be earcful to examine the conditions most favourable
o those virtues. If cach girl hasa epecial pursuit of her own, much will
» done toward insuring them. Should not her education be carried on
yith 2 view to this? And when there isno particular talent of any kind,
icht we not take a khint from German houscholds, and give to the daugh-
i "who cares least for books and art some domestic provinee mere especial-
B her own ?

S But it is as years roll on that dangers and difficulties multiply for the
arhters athome.  T'he cultivation of their minds, the keeping up their
Bcomplishiments, may have been oecupation enough while waiting for that
&ichit future that scemed so surc and so near.  But how if there be no
B:ch future ? T'o some of them it has got to look very dim indeed. They be-
Fin to suspeet that their life is never to be more complete than it is now ;
E have no fuller blossoming ; its only change now a gradual withering—
Mhen the pursuits that used to fill the time, to stand out distinetly before
M mind as adequate aims, collapse into utter insignificance.  Then comes
B diszust of that daily practising, that studying German, that frequent
:itorwriting to friends.” Tt is not only that the heart aches for the love
Bhich secins 2 woman's birthright, but the mind too pines for lack of stim-

<
o

fus, and seope, and action on others. Disappointed affection isa common
Bt for man and woman; but for man there are “sword, gown, gain,
fors,” with their several offers in exchange, while woman, whose nature
hols the disappointment much more keenly, hasso very little to divest her
fom it.  Who can wonder, then at her deepdepression when this her own
:ke—as she has come to view it—is on the point of failare? Parents,
having had all in their ease,” are gencerally slow to understand this.—
Prey arc often perplexed at a change in their dear girls, 2s they still call
fem, who, with all their old materials of happiness around them, are evi-
fently no longer happy. 1lcalth must be in fault, the doctor has to he
led in; and to the sufferer *“from a vague discase,” the relief of hearing
f wellsounded name given to it—indigestion, newralgia, what not—is
fien so ereat; strenuous attention to regimen and change of seene cheat
e sense of inaction so well, that she is in great danger of adopting inval-
flism as the business of her life!  Cases like this are familiar to us all,
pd we have all seen perfect cures brought about alike by unexpected hap-
fiicss and sudden aaversity, both having provided steady, definite and en-
possing occupation.

B Gracted these op all sides. From want of adequate oceupation proceed
«@om. hypochondria, family disputes, foolish flirtations, what not. Good
. Watts taught it us in our childhood in two homely lincs which we all
frember.  But now comes some practical person, who asks of what use
bis to 20 on detailing symptoms of so fumiliar a disease, and challenges us
@ brins forward any panacea which can come within the reach of ail.
frd another, perhaps reminds us that we seem in danger of laying too
Juch stress upon the outward eircumstanc s, and forgetting the “grace suf-
ient” under all ; the motive which may dignify the most trivial employ-
Jent; the control which is to be learned in the sohool of the Divine Mas-
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ter whatsoever the state. It is good to be thus reminded; cvery trug
wants the balanee of some others. Still we would suggest that iny
family there ure often the most opposite natures; that different natug
imperatively demand different spheres ; that the recklessness and dissg
fuction one sister feels with the way of life that satisfies another is ng p|
nessary proof of want of resignation to God's will; is often proat thy
God's will coneerning her is that she should enter upon a wider ficld,,
more aciive service. Pain of body, weariness of spirit are sent to wamy
of something wrong. There is indeed no panacea for all the sorrow: g
any class.  There will always be daughters at howme neither fitted to cf;
nor to do greatly. We do not suppose that every young woman who fu
her life dieary is consequently ualified or inclined to devote it to they
vice of the poor and the afllicted.  But where the spirit is finely tou
ed to finc issues, it will be a happy thing for the parents and dangher ¢
this inward vocation be willingly recoenised ; if; instead of thwarting, 1
encourage and assist her to seek out some more sutisfying carcer thy
home life affords, even though it take her away from home for many lye
of every day; nay, even though it take her away from home altoseihs
The Catholic mother gives her daughter cheerfully to the convent; w
not the Protestant mother consent to one of hers devoting herself wn
seroedly to some of those good works, those labours of love, that are w
glory of the Christiunity of our time?

But we pass from thedaushters at home to the class of unmarried wou
who have lost their parents; who arc—as the chill phrase runs—alone int
world, and who do not own to themselves the very slightest expectation
changing their lot by marriage.

It is pleasant and encouraging to our belicf in progress to contrast &
tone in which this portion of the community is thought, spoken, s
written of in our day, with that which prevailed in the society and the lite
ature of a huundred, or even fifty years ago. The sour and spiteful é
maid we 50 often meet with there, punished for the coquetry and heani
ness of her youth by ridicule and unloved isclation in her age, is alng
an obsolete character.  We have come to discern that amongst our siag
women are many of the noblest and purest spirits of’ the time. It is:
them that society mainly looks for reformatory cfforts and civilizin iaf
ence among the poor and the ignorant. The peculiar trials of their
are no longer overlooked; on the contrary, it is because they are so it
ingly recugnised that we expect to find in our unmarried women such %
der beneficence and such sublime sclf'sacrafice. Perhaps, indeced, the
has cven been of late a slizht tendency to exaggerate these trials. D
haps sympathy has been rather unduly concentrated on the darker feelizg
of the unmiuried life.  Some of the books written with the professed
pose of enumerating its compensations, leave on the mind a disznised
pression of iis gricf.  We shrink a little from their minute analysis; =
although their wide cirenlation shows that they do supply a present w
we think their tone will change in a few years, and that, us @ cluss,¢
married women will no more to continue to excite commiseration, thar
have continued to excite ridicule. More and more varied scope for labe
paid and unpaid; more and more freedom of action and recognitios
equality (not identity) of influence and pursuit, will place them muchin
sume category as unmarried men, for whose especial benefit no books

%
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Endolence or direction kave, we believe, ever appeared ! Already there
fre 2 goodly array of feminine names in literature, art, social science, phil-
buthropy, with which our reverential admiration has never associated the
st shade of pity. They stand alone, indeed, by their own choice {(whether
grrow or struggle attended that choice we presume not to inquire); and
oy have strength so to stand. We do not lament, rather we glory in their
picpendent attitude, and should probably feel some tineture of regret if
fines, that buve so often “helped us in our daily need,” were to ke ex-
fanged for any others.
B Meanwhile, though we believe that there will be inereasingly less and less
pueral reference to it needed, we are quite justitied in drawing an argu-
Bout from the comparative blankness and desolation of many an individ-
plunmarried lot.  There are fervent spirits, whose only satistaction lies
b the exereise of their affections,  Their intellect is valueless to them, un-
sas the handmaid of their heart. Material comforts are not even re-
MR nized as compeasations.  The one luxury of their nature is to spend
i be spent for another. Now let none of these blame themselves for their
jease yearning after a fuller life, or starve their souls by an attempt to
bsist apon small interests and personal pleasures, because these satisfy
J: majority of their fiiends and aequuintance. Not for ¢his have they
B ““chosen in the furnace of afliction.”  They are the very women to
Eninister with their substance,” their time, their encrey, their cuiture to
Je poor, the ignorant, the sick, and the criminal.  The strong sympathy
their nature that tortures them now unbestowed, will inealeulably pro
pic their success in all such undertakings. The “loving much ” that
made them weak hitherto, will be their strength in this new eareer.
ot one craving, one pang that will have been wasted, since cach has added
Bihe keenness of their insight, and the tenderness of their toleration.
[ these, too, in their measure, we may venture to pronounce it true, that
pasmuch as they have sufferad, being tempted, they shall be able to suc-
pr them that are tempted.”
Ve will not attempt to indicate here_the numerous ealls upon unmarried
Mnen of thisstamp. We would not say, Do not fear to accept the life
&4 which your whole nature yearns. Do not let any make you despond-
k or discouraged by suggesting that you want this occupation of syste-
Jtic beneficence for your own sakes; not purely out of pity for the poor
Jove for Christ.  Sometimes we meet u spiritual over-refinement of this
. which makes sad very unnecessarily. “ The labourer is worthy of
@ hire,” of increased personal happiness, and we necd not fear Lo find a
live in the Divine appointment, * Ile that watercth shall himself be
pered.”
tmay, too, be worth remarking, that whenever a woman of this pecu-
temperament takes a decided step, and makes for herself a life pur-
, a profession, as 1t were, of some depariment or other of the charita-
elfort of our day, she does good not only directly to hersclf, and to the
¢ in which she enlists herself, but indirect good to that other large
of unmarried women who have no special vocation.  She leaves them
escope in a different and lowlier sphere.  For there are, and always
§ be, characters of less energy, or quite different energy, —satisfied with
hial culture, social enjoyments, demestic avocations, or, at least, suffici-
J7 satisficd not to look beyond these, eonfining their highest aspirations;
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and their most strenuous cfforts, to a better performance of ¢ the commy,
round, the daily task.” Andindeed, when we come to think how iuyy
ant the duties that it comprehiends, we feel we have no right after al)y,
pronounce that theirs is a lowlier sphere. But if it be idle to contg
which life is best in itself, it is, at all events, very certain that velatis,
that is best which is most in harmony with the individual character, 1
most fully calls out the eapabilities the Creator has given.

Let both classes respeet cach other. Lt the unmarried womnen in thi

comfortable homes, leading gracious and kiedly lives there, and eunscis

of no unemployed time, be yet very slow to pronounce that sister injuj

dicious or fanatical, who has betaken hersclf to the Reformatory or i

Hospital, to grapple with the darker forms of cvil in the heart of sz
great city.  Nor again let this hard worker suppose that all are necessaiy
idle and frivolous who are content with a life of much apparent cuse g
little apparent self-denial. We want these two classes of wmaurg
women., Some to help us by what they do; others to cheer us by wh
ther are. It is too much to expeet often to find completeness.  lu s
wouzen we shall have pre-eminently to honour the instrument; in ot
iet us be satisfied to love the charzoter.  Both lives alike may he i
“unte the Lord."—.duzhor of © Memoirs of an Unlenown Life

TIE PREACITIER'S IIOME,
« That is right, my brother. I ma glad to see you seiting out i
sbade, ormamental, and fruit trees on the parsonage lot. I have
wondered that we itinerants did not take more care to improve our hey

It is true, we do not tarry long in any onc of them, but we spend J

lays and rear our fanilics in some of them.  And why shouid we not uif

all of them neat, pleasant, and deshrable homes? While you are iy

ing yours, iv is for me, and I am doing the same for you. Next yeur o

wili cxchange ficlds and both have pleasant residences.  Your wife aj

children love flowers, and so do mine; let us make them a choice bud ¥

the routs and sceds, and if yours bloom for us, ours will bloom for y.a.

What chicer it is to the weary itinerant family, after Conference, w:
the teams haul up at a nice, clean parsonage, with a good fenee and i
houses, snd a yard well trimuied and abounding in flowers and fri
Chance if wifc does not stop to kiss the smiling roses before she I
inside the house—for she knows the inside will be neat where the ouis
looks =0 inviting. Don't say the people ought to do these things; ™3
Lave their own houses and lands to fix, and besides that they don tiis

the parsonage, and you do. Do not say, “ I have no money to speud ¢

improvements,” It does not take as much money as it does streagth,:

that you have; and, besides, if you assure the people that you really 38

desirous to improve the preacher’s howe, and ask them for lambey
money, or both, you will be sure to get them, for they love to sce ti
preacher work, and kuow that he feels anxious for a nice home on tk
<ireuit; and more than that, they feel a little proud of a nice house
thelr new preacher when be comes. '
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} 11 the house needs repairs, make them; don’t wait till the thing is five
fucs as bad for the next preacher to do.  If it needs paint, paintit; if
e fence, @o to work and build it. Do not say, ¢ I can prep this old
hing up to_do till Conference.”  Possibly you may ocecupy it after Con-
rence, and il you do not, some one clse will, and a good fenee will cer-
Linly be needed.  Be sure to have a good garden with plenty of Fall
B:ctables to leave for your successor. It will make him feel good and
Rk well of you.  If fruit trees and grape-vines are few, or nonc on' the
B, ot thom, plant, water, and carc for them. True, you may never eat
be fruit of them, but somebody will, and bless the hand that planted thew.
) not say the next preacher will turn his horse into the yard and have
an all eacen off. The next preacher may have as much sen=e and taste
yowhave.  Or if you want a guarantee, ask your (uarterly Conference
bappoint a visory committee to keep a sharp look-out for the prewises,
i special instruetions “to take the first preacher by the nape of’ his
& and shake him,” that dares to turn his live stock into the parsonge
B:d or garden. L. Tarrt,

NOTHING TO SPARE.

B have found nothing to spare,” is the plea of sordid reluctance. But
pir different sentiment will be formed amid the seenes of the last day.
W now persuade themselves that they have nothing to spave till they

fo support a certain style of luxury, and have provided for the cstabiish-
et of children,  But in the awful hour, when you and T, and all pagan
pions, shadl be ealled from onr graves to stand before the bar of Christ,
2t comparison will these objects bear to the salvation of a single voul ?
ernal Merey ! let not the biood of Leatlen nullions be fvund in our
M| Standing, as I now do in the sieht of a dissolving universe, be

Wiing the dead arise, the world in flames, the heavens flecing awsy, all

ions convulsed with terror, or wrapt in the visien of the Jaamb, U pro-
nnce the conversion of a single pagan ¢f more value than all the wealth
Ruipotence ever produced.  On sueh an swial subjeet it becomes me to
gk with caution ; but T solemnly avow, that were there but one heathen
f@ihc vorld, and he in the remotest corner of Asia, if no greater duty

fned us at home, it would be worth the pains of all the people in
berica {0 embark together to carry the Gospel ta him.  Place your soul
liz soul's stead ; or rather, consent for a moment to change condition
h the saviges on our borders. Were you posting on to the judzment
he aveat day in the darkness and pollution of pagan Idokatry, and were
7 living in wwealth in this very district of the Church, how hard would
biem fur your neighbors to neglect your misery! When you should
» your eyes in the eternal world, and discover the ruin in which they
g cuffered you to remain, how would you reproach them that they did
g cven scll their possessions, if no other means were suflicient, to send
 Gospel toyou! My flesh trembles at the prospeet! Rut they shall
reproach_uws. It shall be known in heaven that we could pity our
Biren.  We will send them all the relief in our power, and will enjoy

lusury of reflecting what happiness we may outail on gonerations yet
Ro—L. D. Griffin,

frad
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SURPRISES IN BIBLE READING.

. The Bible is a well which is always ready to slake any one’s thirst f
living water, but whose depth no man can sound. Whoever is both dj
gent andsincerein the study of the Bible is sure to find ever fresh instry
tion and pleasure. Unfortunately, the Bible is often studied with g
genee without sincerity. The letter of its truths is conned in order a
by rote, while the heart of the reader remains blind to their spirit. By
the most formal and drousy student of the Bible cannot help being sons
times surprised by finding something that goes to his heart of hearts, &
pose he his listlessly thumbing its leaves, or looking for a verse, to whi
be has seen a reference in a newspaper or a book.  While he his turniy
over some of the books with which he his not familiar—1losea, it mayl;
or Misah—his eye falls on a striking verse which he does not remen
to have scen before.  Perhaps it is a verse which exactly meets his dog
est present want, carrying out a certain train of thought, or quickeni
his flagging devotion ; soothing and nerving him to resigation, or hiuti
ut some active duty ; seeonding bim in a struggle with temptation, orx
vealing to him “errors and sins which lurked unexpeeted in his hex
The verse crosses his path like a ray of sunshine on a cloudy day, ¢
brighter for being unexpected. As he reads it again, he his amazed 4
he never before noticed it. 1le gladly aceepts its teachings ; they hecon
incorporated into his experience, and will have an influence on his chay
- ter through cternity.— foxaminer.

————ts

GOD IN LITERATURE.

There is only one true source of happiness, and that is—God. k
unfashionable, is it scntimental, to bring that name into a story suc
mine ? I I wish to stamp these pages with power, who is so poweft
with beauty, what so beautiful, as the Author and Finisher of all thi
zood and beautiful? He gives soul to harmony. His is the grand w
of the forests, the oceans, the heavens, eternity.  Men and angels sing
forc him.  He touches carth but to make it bud and blossom, and la
in fruits and flowers. e sends his angels to sing in the infant card
Beethoven, and forthwith the world is rich with his undying song.
groups men as a skilful artist groups flowers, giving to each the tintsa
perfume of different gifts, yet barmonizing all.  He is the wondrous
chemist who brings from all sources of suffering, erime and deforwity,
purest essences of life. 'Why, then, should he not be spoken of, and
dealings with the human heart 2 “ What have I to do with God ?" &
the unbeliever. Only this, that you ean do nothing without him. E
in that wild wail of anguish that seems forever smiting heaven—that
from the helpless and deserted who live in endless drudgery, and feela
cold damps and hungry gnawings, and where there seems only dis
hopelessness, despair—these, hereafter, in the great Master’s oratorio,
be found; perhaps, to be the most triumphant halleluishs.,  As garm
may be washed white in blood, so out of the heart’s agonies my
wrought the grandest anthews.—Afrs. M. A. Denison:
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SEEDS OF LITE.

No man ever truly measured hisinfluence, If in every action there were
bresent Lo our mind its possible consequences, near and remote, the re-
onsibilitics of life would hecome unbearable.  Yet it is true that as
fiory one atom in the universe attracts another, every one act has infinite
dations.  We propose to give a few illustrations of the manuer in which
his complexity in human affaivs is controlled to Divine ends. The wis-
fow of God conspicuou-ly appears in the marvelous adaptation and variety
¢ means by which he works out his sure vesults, and it may prompt to a
;:oze comprehensive faith to recall sowe tew of the diverse modes by which
n the conversion of men the glarious vesources of his grace have been
anifested.  As none ean tell the precise cffect of his conduet, so too,
i recoznize how the commonest thines may become instruments of in-
:timable good.  In the highest sense it ix true that men way find *“ser-
pons in stones and good in everything.”  What is there which God can-
Pt make instinet with heaverly power?  As from a hundred difterens
W :nis the seeds of life may be scattered abroad, bat falling or prepared
pound, cach shall bring forth {ruit aceording to its kind.
§ First, as to the preaching of the Gogpel, the ordinary means of influ-
eing men, it is encouraging to note how often, when there may be no
mediate sign, the word of salvation veaching some stray hearer has pre-
bred 2 channel of extraordinary usefulness.  Qur readers may remember
v Johin Qwen, after years of anxious thoughtfulness, went one day to
Bar the celebrated Kdmund Calamy, but was disappointed to see a coun-
®: preacher aseend the pulpit.  The stranger gave out as his text, “Why
g2 ve fearful, O ye of little faith ?” and preached a plainsermon.  Qwen
ver ascertained his name, but the perplexities with which he had long
ko hurnssed disappeared, the nataral eneroy of his character, weakened
i distress of mind, reasserted itself; and ke entered on a carcer which
ps made his nawe illustrious in all the churches.  Thus the individual
smaller influence may in a single act of usetulness stand related to o
teession of impertant results. ¢ The lips of the rixhteous feed many.”
What wonderful transformations, again, have heen wrought by books.
e fragment of a leaf rent off at a fiir has heen known to change the
or of a life; and in hew many hundred instances has a volume ecasu-
i lent or bought proved the entrance into another world of thought and
@ine.  Of Plavel's treatise © On Keeping the Heart,” it is related that
publisher once offered it to a « sporkish gentleman” who came into
rshop inquiring for sowme plays, and that his customer, glancing into it,
onded by abusing the fanatic who could make such a book.  How-
fr, he bought it, at the same time saying, “ I don’t mean to read it.”
pnd what, then, will you do with it?"  « T shall tear it, and burn it,
i send it to the devil.” ¢ Then,” said the hookseller, ¢ you shall not
eit.”  The upshot was that he promised to read it.  About a month
fer the gentleman returned, by no means so gaily atlired as on his
mer visit, and addressing the publisher, said, as he ordered a number
Joopies for distribution, ‘Sir, I most heartily thank you for putting
§< book into my hands, and 1 bless God, that moved you to do it; it
5 saved my soul.”

-2
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_ Similar results followed, in another case, o gift of° Mr. Venn's, [
bad not long brouzht out his “ Qomplete Duty of Man,” when he
gitting at the window of an inn'in the West of England. A mun
driving some refractory pigs, and one of the waiters helped him, whils
rest looked on and shouted with langhter.  Mr. Vean, pleased with
benevolent trait, promised to send the waiter a book, and sent him g
own.  Many years after a gentleman, stayinz at an inn in the same g
trict, asked one of the servants if they went to a place of worship, o
was surprised to find that they were required to go at least once on
Sunday, and that their landlord not only never failed, but maintain
coustant family prayer. It turned out that he was the waiter wholy
heiped the pig-dviver, that he bhad married his fermer master’s dauzhig
and that he, his wife, and some of their children owed all their happin
to Mr. Venn's present. Books are missionaries, and the humblete
tager who keeps a choice volume to lend may sometimes be as usefyi
bis wealthier neizhbor who dispenses charities.

Of Samuel Bradburn, one of the niest original and powerlul preach;
of the last century, it is recorded that he was first stilled into serious:
by looking at some decayed flowers.  And in a similar way it has §;
guently happened that an action, or its manner, has been cffcetaai "¢
citing the profoundest thoughts when no word has been spoken.  Ea]
in life John Angell James was arrested in & downward course by seei
a fellow apprentice on his knees.  The mother of the late Dr. Bunik:
was awukened rather by the sight than by the bearing of a strange m
who stood in the village street and carnestly exhorted sinners to re
ance. She contrasted the manifest sincerity of the man she watched i
ker own conscious want of a worthy aim in life, and was first stavtleda:
then subdued by the reflection, “I'he fruit of a rightcous man isat
of lite, and he that winneth souls is wise.”

The realization of a single thought has many a time sufficed fort
conversion of men.  Mr. Benson, at a period of great personal trial,
been preaching in Cornwall, when he found himself one day so pressed:
a crowd of out-door listeners that he begged those already converted
stand hack, and those as yet unsaved to come within hearing.  But
stood still with cyes fustened on him. « What!” he cried, “all m
verted 2 and in a moment the terrible conviction of sin, guilt, and d
zer ran like fire through the multitude, and conscience-stricken sin:
fell by hundreds, as if slain by those two words. ¥n comewon wo
what mighty forces lie when the dull car is opened to receive theirf]
significance.

Sometimes the tone of voice has inspired seriousness.  Mr. Madan,
became the founder and first chaplain of the Tiock Hospital, and a w
popular preacher, went one cvening from a coffee-house, at the requet
some of his pay companions, to hear Mr. Wesley preach, that he wight
turn and exhibit his manner and discourse for their entertainment.
he entered the chapel, Mr. Wesley gave out as his text, “ Preparcton
thy God,” with a solemnity of accent that so impressed him he coud
but listen reverently to the sermon.  On returning to his friends, and
iog asked if he had taken off the old Methodist, he answered, “ No,§
tlemen, but he has taken me off,”” and from that time he forsook thei
wiety and changed entirely his habits of living.
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The opportuncaess of a word has often pointed it for convietion. A
rking exampie is that of an inkeeper among the converts of Mr. Haweis,
lo, being: fond of music, resorted for once to church.  To the hyn.ns he
tened with delight, bat to the prayers he stopped his cars,  IHeated anfl
iigned, heclosed his eyes too, till a fly stinging his nese, he took his
nds from the side of his head to punish the trespasser.  Just then the
echer gave out the text, “1le that hath ears to heur, let him hear.”
be impression was irresistible ; the man listened; and that Runday
oved to him tie hezinning of duys.  Ie gave vp swearing and diinking,
d after cighteen years happy walking with God died rejoiciug in hope.
In anothey instance, a young woman chervishing a determination to com-
it snicide was persuaded by a fiiend to enter Surrey Chapel.  The
acher took for Lis text, *¢Q that they were wise, that they would con-
dor theiv Jutter end ;” and at the elose of his discourse, quite uacon-
ious who weie his auditors in so large and erowded a congregation, ad-
wsed himself particalarly to any one who might have resolved to rush
bidden into the presence of the umscen Judge.  That night his
serable listener could not fulfill her resolve; the appointed heur passed;
d when the next Sabbath arrived she repaired again to chapel.  The
st this time was,  The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and the
orm, and the clouds ave the dust of hisfect.””  She was led to under-
and how, in her own case, the providence of God wmight be acting foy
eaccomplishment of his purposes of love and grace, and the 1esult was
reonversion. By a peculiar conjuncture of circumstonees the Aliwise
ercifully adds cphasis to truth.

Even the individual’s own sinful aety bringing him into sudden. and
congruous relation with eternal vealities, has not unfrequently been
aruled juto an occasion of awakening.  Many Suuls have been stricken
wn as they journeyed to Damaseus.  The mystery of divine werey was
obably never more remarkably illastrated than inthe easeof Mr. Thorp,
merly a minister in Masborough. At a convivial tavern-mecting lic and

1§bvee of Liis associates undertook to mimic Mr. Whitafield for the awuse-
1gent of the company. A wager was agreed upon, to be adjudged to the

it adroit performer, and the text was to be the first passage on which
eye fell in opening the Bible.  Mr. Thorp's turn came last, and he
op 2d the tuble, exclatming, “T shall beat you all.”  But when the
ible was handed bim he opened on the words, «Except ye yepent, ye
all all likewise perish.”  (JLuke xiii, 3.)  And immedistely the sharp-
pangs of conviction seized him, and conscience denounced tremendous
ngeance on his soul.  His subject espanded before him, and he pro-
Wed to diseuss it with great clearness and foree,  Frequentiy alterward
declared that «if ever he preached by the assistance of the Spirit of
d it was then.”  The solemnity and evident sineerity of his discourse
reud visible depression over his audiepce, which reacted upou himself,
ensifying his feclivgs.. When he left the table a profound silence reign-
inthe room.  Full of the deepest distress, he withdrew.  That was
last bacchanalian revel, and this the first of many persuasive sermons, .
The course also into which the thoughts of men have been carried
i they themselves have had least control over associations, has some-
esissued in the regeneration of their lives. In fine, facts like .these
sht be varied, or multiplied, almost .indefinitely. They show how.
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minute and comprehensive is the providence of God ; that “ no man live
to himself;” that eternity alone can be the measure of their influey
who are ¢ workers together with him,” ¢ O the depth of the riches by
of the wisdom and the knowledge of God | how unsearchable are his juds
ments, and his ways past finding out.”—Sunday at Home. g

NATURE A BIBLE.

Thus there are two books from whence I collect my divinity; hesi
that written one of God, another of his servant nature, that universal apf
public manuseript, that lies exposed unto the eye of all : those that ney
saw him in the one, have discovered him in theother.  This was the serip
ture and theology of the heathens; the natural inotion of the sun mad
them more admire him than his snpernatural station did the childreny
Isracl; the ordinary effect of nature wrought more admiration in the
“than in the other all his miracles; surely the heathen knew better how

_join and read these mystical letters than we Christians, who cast a mo
careless eye upon these common hieroglyphies, and disdain to such divisiy
from the flowers of nature.  Nor do I so far forget God as to adoref
name of nature; which T definc not, with the schools, to be the prineg
of motion and rest, but that straight and regular line, that settled and o
stant course the wisdom of God hath ordained in the actions of his ue
tures, according to their several kinds. Lo make a revolution every dayi
the nature of the sun, because of that necessary course which God ha
ordained it, from which it cannot swerve but by a faculty from that v
which fivst did give it motion. Now, this course of nature God seldo:
alters or perverts, but like an excellent artist, hath sa contrived his wo
that with the-self’ same instruinent, without a new ercation, he may efi
his obscurest designs.  Thus he sweeteneth the water with a wood, pr
serveth the creatures in the ark, whicly the blast of his mouth might ha
as easily ereated ; for God is like a skilful geometrician, who when o
easily, and with one stroke of his compass, he might deseribe or divide
right line, had yet rather do this in a circle or longer way, according tot
constituted and forclaid principles of his art; yet this rule of his he dil
sometimes pervert to acquaint the world with his prerogative, lesti
arrogancy of our reason should uestion his power and conclude he cal
not. And thus I call the effects of nature the works of God, whose ha
and instrument he only is; and therefore to aseribe His actions untol
is to devolve the honor of the prineipal agent upon the instrument; whi
if with reason we may do, then let our hammers rise up and boast th
have built our houses, and our pens receive the honor of our writing.

.I hold there is a genural beauty in the works of God, and thercforer
deformity in any kind of species whatever; I cannot tell by what logic
call a toad a bear, or an clephant ugly, they being ereated in those outs:
shapes and figures which best express those actions of their inward for
And having passed that general visitation of God, who saw that all heb
made was good, that is, comfortable to his will, which abhors defornif
and is the rule of order and beauty; there is no deformity but in mo
strosity, wherein, notwithstanding there is a kind of beauty, nature so!
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siously contriving the irregular parts that they become sometimes more
markable than the principal fabric. o speak yet more narrowly, there
as never anything ugly or misshapen but the chaos; wherein, notwith-
anding, to speak strictly, there was no deformity, because no form, nor
asit yet impregnate by the voice of God; now nature is not at variance
ith art, nor art with nature, they being both servants of his providence ;
tis the perfection of nature; were the world now s it was the sixth day
ere were yet a chaos ; nature hath madcone world and art enother.  In

rief, all things are artificial ; for nature is the art of God.—Sir Thomas
roIICs

THE MODEL MAN OF ZEAL.
BY REV. T. L. CUYLER.

“When I reach heaven,” said an aged saint, just then aseending the
dectable Mountains, “I shall love to tatk with the Apostle Paul.”
lis was 2 very natural and a beautiful wish. It was not strange that
eold pilerim, whose life strugele was nearly over, should long for com-
uion with that glorified saiut who had withstood so many trials and
me 50 many stripes (if it be one occupation of heaven to talk of things
low) to hear him tell how, in his Master’s strength, he had confronted
recian philosophy on the hill of Mars, how he had stood before Czesar
appalled, how he had risen from his sleep in the midnight dungeon to
g praises to God, and how he had cast off the weeping brethren trom
sneck and eried aloud, “ Behold, I go bound in spirit to Jerusalem, not
owing the things that shall befall me there.”
Paul was the model man of zeal. ¢ It is zood to be zewlously affected,”
i with a peculiar grace from his burning lips.  Other men may have
o more sublimely eloquent—perhaps Isaiah was. Elijah was commis-
ned to work more mujestic miracles. Solomon had vaster knowledge and
wounder wisdom.  The bosom thatlay nearest to our Lord's at the pas-
il supper may have contained a more tender, loving heart. But in the
| that confers not with flesh and blood, that rejeices in abundant labors,
stripes above ineasure, in weariness, watchfulness and tears ; in the zeal.
t countsnot even life dear, but eries out exultingly, “1 am ready to be:
red,” in this the great apostle outshone them all.
This zeal no waters could quench.  No prison dungeons or royal judg-
at halls could shake it.  No intiwmidations could fnight it.  No labors
painful watchings could weary it. On through every dungeon, on
revery difficulty, on he went in his holy mission, and became *“ all things
all men,” if by this conformity to their wants (not to their errors) he
cht possibly suve the more souls from the death that never dies.
The examples of Paul's zeal which his inspired biographer gives us are
tbrilliant isolated cases in alife of chronic self-indulgence aund sluggish-
They were the outecome of a spiritual fervor so great that if seen
on one occasion they might appear to have been the overflow of a
mentary cathusiasm; but the regularity, the constancy of their occur-
te showed them to be the customary and normal actings of a soul per-

o
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petually impalled by the same lofty and heavenly principle. e was;
ways zealously affected.  We ean havdly fmagine him as ever delivey
even one dull discourse, as ever offering one listless, languid prayes, aser
idling away ane single day of his existence.  After labonring throas
revival in Lystra, or Iiphesus, we do not read that he pat into Antioghf
alony period of spiritual repwe.  The ¢ eoming home to refit”—rthe
dock for repairs,” were something this tireless eourier of the Cross ae
knew. Tle bezan his spiritual cavecr with the question, *¢ Luord, what <]
thou have me to do 2’ Tt ended as it began.  His life wasone connesy
powerful, magnifieent gospel-discourse from the text that was uttered a
the flood-lizht of Damascus on to the erimson Amen  that cushed onj
his martyr-blood beside the gates of pagan Rome.  “ O fir one hr
Dundee !” said a commancer at a eritical juncture on a hatt’ - field,

may we haif-hearted Christians of modern times cry out, * O fur onc ke
of Pl I"— Evangelist. .

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING IN GERMANY.

The schools in Germany have been great helps to the cultivatio
congregational singing.  Very frequently the schoolimaster is ¢
the organist of the congregation. Learning the catechism and
ing hiymus from part of the reguiar school exercises.  Hymps arew
mitted to memory, aud sung to the same melodies used in e chu
service.  Thus singing year after year in the sehool trnins thed
dren for singing in the congregation.  Ilerein lies the difiiculty v
respect £ our American congregational singing.  Sacred musie
taught only in rare and exeeptional cases in onr common schy
The children may help to sing a few hynms once a week in the %
bath-school.  But the little that might be gained here is to ag
oxtent lost by the practice of light modernized nirs, which we g
sing in our church service. ‘The popular Sabbath-school muxie Lo
are a positive injury, a hindranee to the cultivation of church mu
just beeause their friding sentimental aivs beget a distaste in the m
of the young for solid church melodies.  In'the German schoolsi
have but one set of hymmns for old and young, as they have bute
Bible. The hymns ther learn and sing in youth are learned
lifetime, and remain to them a thing of beauty and joy torever

The Germans have but few melodies, though many hymus ; anl
a general rule always sing the same tune to a hymu, Sometimes i
use one tune for a number of different hymns.  The tones are i
after the hymn for which they were originally composed. T
“« Wer nur den lieben Gott lasst walten” is always sung to thes
tune, which is named after it. When a humn is to be sung to itste
th minister says,  Nach der Melodie, Wer nur,” ete. "This rels
their chiurch melodies to a comparatively small number, and simpl
their church music. Our plan is the reverse. We multiply
and tax the patience of old and young in introducing new ones.
every L. M. hymn would be sung to Old Hundred, Win!.am, Lut
Hymn, and Ward, and to no other, how readily all the childrent
learn to sing L. M. hymus. This is the German plan. The prais
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ur churches is throttled by incessantly thrusting upon them new
wes.  Where  this  praise-encumbering process is not allowed,
loirs complain of monotony and staleness. Por the same reason
ey might demur at the staleness of the hymns, for they never go
gyond the collection of the book ; and even the Bible might on this
ound be charged with a defeet in point of freshness. The German
dodies have become historieal by long use; ours are not likely to
gome sueh with our novelty-loving tastes—Gernun L. Messenger.

MEMORY.

Weare apt to forget what a remarkable instrument the hwan memary
hally s, More ihan two thousand years ago, Plato expressed the appre-
ension that a habit of recciving assistance trom, and trusting to, written
wks, might enfeehle the mind.  [is remark is valuable as involving an
pressien of opinion by one who had, perhaps, heard the entive Iiliad re-
ated by o vhapsodist, to effect that the powers of the human wind, de-
nved of all literary aids, arve well fitted for thoucht and recollection.
(werous illustrations will oceur to the reader, casting licht and counte
mee on Plato’s observation.  Ttaliun story-tellers repeat long serolis of
seir country’s poetry.  The ballads of a peonle descend, as the minstrelsy
f Seatland descended, in substantial correctness, encration after genera-
im. A Dasent, inquiring into the tales of Norway, and comparing them
ih similar tales clsewhere, finds that the popular memory, acting in
ranches of related kindreds parted for a thousind years, retains circum-
tances and aceurrences with such minuteness that the identity of a tale
hich has erossed the Himalaya and Ural mountains, skivted the iey soh-
des of the north, and arvived finudly in the green valleys of Kngland,
n be distinetly traced.  When the haman mind is conseions that a prized
wasure is contided to its sole custody—when memory is its own book—
he characters are clearly impressed, and the clasps which bind the whele
re strong as 1ron. <

The reeolicetion of any man, who had impressed his contemporaries as
e Chist of Tacitus palpably had finpressed his, would be keen and vivid
the populav mind for at least one hundred years. 1t would be so in
ur own tine, and we can searveely conceive how mach more likely it was
beso at the commencement of ouy era.  The erystals of memory would
rsuch a period continue angular in their forms, brilliantly vivid in their
nts.—Buyne.

THE GOSPELS. .

Itis an exhibition of mental confusion or culpable ignorance to launch
ith into expressions of vague adwiration in reference to their style and
iction.  Their literary qualitics, strictly so-called, are of no pre-cuwinent
der.  'They possess, indeed, one quality which, in literature as in life, is
2 basis of all exceilence,—sclf’evident, unflinching truthfulness.  But
ey bear no trace either of wish or of ability to enhance the interest or
pressivencss of what is related by the manner of relating it.  Their au-
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thors have not thought of literary composition ab all.  They have p
trained themselves to arvange their recollections in sequence of timed
place. They feel only the unspeakable moment of what they haveto

late, and their sole aim is to commit it intellizibly to manuseript. Thefy
that Jecus did this or said that is with them of such transeendent impa
tance that the question, when or where he spoke or acted, is, comparativd
speaking, overlooked. — Absolute certainty, absolute aceuracy, perfect 4
tinetness, in putting down  the syllable uttered, the deed done, by Clris
—that is their grand, absorbing aim.  Thirty years of Tis life may bes
but a blank ; they offer no conjceture to fill up the gap. Certain of His sy
ings may give offence, certain of is doings may appear mysterious. \
matter. Their eyes saw them, their cars heard them, and they put the
down. They do not write about Christ, they do not purposely draw i
portrait, or deseribe the character, of Christ; they transeribe {rom the
memory what is vividly, indelibly imprinted there of Christ.  Their e
pecting narrative is the gold of simplicity, earnestnoss, integrity; butg
in it, quite distinet from it, are the pearls and rubics of Christ’s war
and actions ; and it is as we contemplate these that llis image comes
gether, that TTis likeness draws out upon us, that we are aware of 2 mags
tic, marvelous, God-like ' Personality, compared with whom all other ki
torical characters flit swiltly back into insignificance.—Buyne.

LITE.

Think not thy time short in this world, since the world itself is notlong
The created world is but a small parenthesis in eternity; and a shorti
terposition, for a time, between such a state of duration as was befor!
and may be after it. And it we should allow of the old tradition, thatt
world should last six thousand years, it could scarce have the name of
gince the first man lived nearly a sixth part thereof; and seven Methustls
would exeeed its whole duration.  ITowever, to palliate the shortues
our lives, and somewhat to compensate our brief term in this world, it
zood 1o know as mueh as we can of it ; and also, so far as possibly in
lieth, to hold such a theory of times past as though we had seen the sz
He who hath thus considered the world, as also hosw therein things lo
past have been answered by things prescat; how matters in one age has
been acted over in another; and how there is nothing new under thesm
may conceive hiwself in some manner to have lived from the beginuing
and to be as old as the world; aud if he should still live on, it would
but the same thing.

Tuastly ¢ if length of days be thy portion, make it not {hy expectatic
Reckon not upon long life: think every day the last, and live alway:<ts
yond thy aczount.” Ile that so often surviveth his expectation lives man
Tives, and will scarce complain of the shortness of his days. Time past
gone like a shadow ; make time to come present. Approximate thy ltt
times by present apprehensions of them : be likea neichbor unto the gray
and think there is but little to come. And since there is something of
that will still Jive on, jein both lives together, and live in one but for tb
other. He who thus ordereth the purposes of this life, will never be
from the next; and is in sowe manner already in it, by a bappy confor

ks
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yand close apprehension of it.  And if, as we have clsewhere declared,
ay have been so happy as personally to understand Christian annihila-
ion, ecstacy, exolution, transformation, the kiss of the spouse, and ingres-
on into the divine shadow, according to mystical theology, they have al-
ady had a handsome anticipation of heaven, the world is in a wanner
ser, and the earth in ashes unto them.—8ir T%os. Browne.

EYES GO IN PAIRS.

This is the rule.  They secem made to mateh. The two cyes of a per-
nare so alike, that when you have seen one you can sce the other.
here are exeeptic-. - to this rule. You now and then meet with a man
tose eyes arc odd oues. They do not match, but looked as if they
Jdonzed to different men.  And sometimes you see a person whose two
s seem to have had a quarrel.  They look shy of each othes, und do
otact in harmony. One eye turns this way, and the other—as if to
ow its independence—looks at somethine else.

Assure as wen have two eves, they live two lives. The professing
hristian has his world-life, and lis church-life: life in the market, and
feat the prayer-ineeting. I the man is what he ought to be, these two
ws are as much alike as are the two eyes of o person.  They mateh per-
dly; and when you have seen one, you know the other. What such 2
m is at the class-meeting, he will be in the shop, the field or the factory.
But you sometimes meet with a man whose two lives do not match.
here is 2 want of likeness and harmony between life in the world, and
bin the church. It you cin fix your sizht upon the bargain and the
ayer made by the sume person, the effect is peeuliar ; it is like looking
pon two cyes that are odd ones. If you can cateh the sceming drift of
e on the weck-day, and hife on Sabbath, you find that the two lives have
rted company, and move in different dircctions. It is like confronting
man who has a cast in onc of his eyes; you do not know for certain
hat he is looking at.  For two eyes he seems to have two objects; and
,25 to some professing Christians, week-day life looks one way, and
nday life another.

A cast in the eye is understood to be a blemish, and a drawback to
nty ; a cast in the life is fatal to the beauty of holiness.

York. J. B.

MOURNING FOR THE DEAD.

“And you must not put on mourning.”

“Oh mother ! and Maddic lifted her bead with 2 besceching glance.
“No, dear, I forbidit; I would have you think of me in another way
i that suggested by gloomy colors.  Wear white asoften as you please;
that be your morning garb, or rather let it be an cinblem of 1wy happi-
wand the purity of heaven. Think of me as being arrayed in the
mning white of heaven, not as merc dust, scnseless and soulless in the
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tomb.,  Tn the midst of flowers, of every innocent enjoyment, keep n,
memory fregh, for thereis music in heaven; immortal aardens bloom they
and its delizhts it hath not entered into the heart of wan to conceive, |
this way, my darling, you can in one sense keep me by you, and say
yoursell many times, « No, I am not motherless.”  As soon as the fi
heaviness of your erief wears away, you will love to feel that 1 am resty
—that I am basking in the sunshine of God’s great love—that I awy
tiently waiting for you.—ifrs. Al A. Denison.

A CURE FOR CAREL.
Trust in him at all times.—Psa. Ixii, 8.

The Christian life has its trials and sorvows; but we canuot |
thinking that these would be far les- numcerous,—or, at least, much ez
to be bore—it there were more trust in Christ, who is not enly ¢
Saviour from sin, but has also undertaken and promised to deliver
either from cncountering trials, or else from expericncing th:eir dejesiy
and disastrous effects. Many believers are apt to go limping and e
ing Leneath oppressive burdens which there is no earthly yeason why th
skould earry, buenuse Christ is the great burden-Leaver of his peagle, o
has declared in many precious prowises that he is zlle aud witling tor
lieve his followers from their trials, or clse to give them sufiicient streng
to endure them without hurt or inconvenience. O that Christizus had
cleaver view of tie work of their Master! then there would be fewer rea
to-halts™ full of uncasiness und despordency in his Chmcl, easting thea
healtiy shaduw of their influence upen those around. Lord! send s
prosperity to tl:y chosen, and sweep clean away the unbefiel of thy e
tage.

When a Christian is in any frouble let him not sit still and w
over hig sorrows, exclaiming in doleful tones,  Is any sorrow likeun
my sorraw ¥ but let I 20 at once to Christ and, having declared b
cuse, leave it in Lis hands, with the firm belief that he who * ducth
things wel” will cause all things to work tegether for good to hiss
Noue need have tearful eyes for the present, or fearinl hearts for thef
ture who cun trust Jesus..  What sud Paul? “ 1 know s whom s
trusted, [Greck.] and am porsaaded that He is able to keep that whish
have connvitied unto I1im against that day.” 2 Tim. 3, 12 1o thes
way shouid we * comit unto 1im™ our trinls and tronbles, as well use
souls and ail that concerns us, knowing that - He carcth for” us, and s
walch over car interests with a loving and jealous sohicitude.  Hei:
tender 2ud powerful friend.  Tis sywpathy never wavers, and Jis sids
supporting, cleering power is always at the disposal of fith, Itise
ek and Lave” with him.  No matter how desperate may be oure
dition, kow great our extremity. he can always deiiver us.  As a Puri

weiglitily savs: “ A mancan be in no condition where in Christ isatak
and cannot keip him.  If consforts be wanting ke can create comforts;
only out of nothing, but out of discomforts. ~ e made the whale ¢
swallowed up Jonah = means to bring biw to the shove.  Theses
a wall to the Israclites on both sides.  The devouring flunes werea g
sefreshing to the three children in the fiery furnace.”

TLere is, indeed, no limit to the power of Christ, any more ihan to!
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we. If we did but meditate more upon him, his vromises and faithful-
ess, we should not so often, with clouded faces and sinking hearts, ex-
aim, ¢ O. my God, my soul is cast down within me!” but the hinguage
i the Psalmist would more beecome our lips: “ Why art thou cast down,
my soul 7 and why art thou disquicted in me?  Tlope thou in God:
u I shali yet praise hin for the help of his countenance.”  There can be
ptangible reason assiuned why our spirits should be depressed on ac-
aunt of the trials of life, when we kuow that Christ is at cur right hand
pprotect us from evil and do us good. It would be well it we followed the
dice which Luther sung:

Commit thou all thy griefs

And ways into His hands,
To His sure trust and tender care .
Who earth and heaven commands,

Ifwe couid imbibe the spirit of that verse, and trust eutively in the
ord, we should be mueh happier than we ave. Trust in God is 2 blessed,
peffectua] cure for care.  This the Psalmist found, and hence his advice:
Commit thy way unto the Lord ; trust al<o in hium, and he shall bring it
opase,” Psa. xxxvii, 5. It is certain that “contidence in the flesh,”
Phil. 11, 3.) ¢ trust in ourselves,” (2 Cor. 3, 1,) or in avy carnal re-
arces, (Psa. xx. 75 sliv, 6)) will only end in van:ty and disappointment;
for the weapans of our warfare are not carnal,” (2 Cor. x, 1.} In the
id alone should be our trust, (P, xi, 15 xxv, 2; xxxi 14.) in his
ord, (Pra. exiv, 42,) and merey, (Psa. xiii, 5.)  No fear shall fill his
osom whose  heart is fixed, trasting in the Lord,” (Psa. exii, 7.)  Kven
aath itself shall have no terror to such a one, (Job xiii, 14.)  In all Lis
roubles and sorrows, with which he must meet in his journey from the
ndle to the grave, the Christian who trasts in his heavealy Father shall
Fod him a safe refuge, (Psa. Ixdi, §,) and a very present heip in trouble.
dnd what powerful reasons there are to incite us to this “uust?” The
aeficence of God, (Psa. xxxi; 19; Nahum i, 7,) s great love, (Psa.
svi, 6,) his pateread pity, (Psa. Iv, 225 ciif, 12) his solicitade for our
dfare, (1 Peter v, 7,) his cternal ommipotence, (Isa. xxvi, 1) his god-
ke and gracious diberality, (1 Tim. ¥i, 16,) his promises and faithiulness
pthe past. {Psa. ix, 10,) all these are so many ivresistible arguments,
Toving that it is not only our duty but our interest to eonfide in the Lord.
that yon. dear reader. may be led to trust him with your soul and all
hat coneerns you.  Believe me, you may trust him heartily and unre-
avedly, (Prov. iii, 5,) and he shall order all things avight for your soul.
Yo foes are strong enough to prevail against these who trust in the Lord,
d are therefore under hisespeeial proteetion, {Psa. xxwnii, -10.)  Merey
seircles the belivver, and is his life-gnard in this whderness woild, (Pse.
1i1,10.)  Jle is blessed above all men, (Psa. ii, 12;  xxxiv, S Ixxxiv,
2;) perfeet peace fitls his heart, (Isa. xxvi, 3,) and he cannot be moved
vall the ariifice and rage of the world, (Psa. exxv, 1) Traly, they alone
ve true happiness who trust in Jebovah, (Prov. xvi, 20.)  They have
0 need to fear anvthing andean say, “In God T have put my trust: I
ill not fear what flesh can do unto me,” (Fsn. Ivi, & xxviiy 1; exvili,
) And dear Ghristian reader, you can doubtless say that you have es-
ienced the blessedness of trusting in the Lord, having been delivered®
m dangers, defended against enciies, cheered aud supported in trials,
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~ .
and Dblessed far above your desert.  Continue to trust him, brother, anj
you shall ¢ not be ashamed,” (Psa. xxv, 2,) for he will ever be yourshads
at your right hand, the rock of your salvation, and your God.

In patience, then, possess thy soul ;

Stand still ; for while the thunders roll

Thy Saviour sees thee through the gloom

And will to thy assistance come ;

His love and mercy will be shown

To those who trust in him alone.

—Christian Cubinei.

FILIAL REVERENCE OF THE TURKS.

A beautiful feature in the character of the Turks, is their reverens
and respect for the author of their being. Their wives’ advice andw
primand is unheeded : their words arc bosh—nothing; bus their motly
15 an oracle; she is consulted, confided in, listencd to with respeet a
deference, honoured to her latest hour, and remembered with affectis:
and regret beyond the grave.  “ My wives die, and I can replace then;
says the Osmanli; “ my children perish, and othets may be born to ms’
but who shall restore to me the mother who has passed away, and whoi:
seen no more ?”’

Loeiry

LIFE’S QUESTIONS.

Drifting away,
Like mote on the stream,
To-day’s disappointment
Yesterday's dream ;
Ever resolving—
Never to mend 5
Such is our progress—
Where is the end ?

Whirling away,
Like leaf in the wind,
Points of attachment
Left daily behind,
Fixed to no principle,
Fast to no friend;
Such our fidelity—
Where is the end ?

Floating away,
Like cloud on the hill,

Pendulous, tremulous,
Migrating still—

‘Where to repose ourselves ?
Whither to tend?

Such our consistency—
Where is the end ?

Crystal the pavement,
Seen through the stream;
Firm the reality
Under the dream ;
We may not feel it.
Still we may mend—
How we have conquered
Not known till the end.

Bright leaves may scatter
Sports of the wind,
But stands to the winier
The great tree behind;
Frost shall not wither it,
Storms cannot bend,

Roots firmly clasping
The rock at the end.

Calm is the firmament
Over the cloud:

Clear shine the stars through

The rifts of the shroud

There our repose shall be;
Thither we tend—

Spite of our wanderings
Approved at the end.
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THE PEACEFUL WAITING.

A little longer yet, a little longer,
Shall violets Dloom for thee and sweet birds sing,
And the lime branches, where soft winds are blowing,
Shall murmur the sweet promise of the spring.

A little longer yet, a little longer,
Thou shalt behold the quict of the morn,
While tender grasses and awakening flowers
Send up a golden tint into the dawn.

A little longer yet, a little longer,
The tenderness of twilight shall be thine,
The rosy clouds thut float o’er dying daylight,
To fade till trembling stars begin to shine.

A little longer yet, a little longer,
$hall starry night be beauti{ul to thee,

And the cold morn shall look through the biue silence,
Flooding her silver path upon the sea.

A little longer yet, a little longer,
Life shall be thine—life with its power to will,
Life with its strength to bear, to love, to conquer,
Bringing its thousand joys thy hearts to fill.

A little longer still—patience, beloved !
A little longer still, erc Heaven unroll

The glory and the brightness, and the wonder,
Tternal and divine, that wait thy soul.

A littleflonger, ere life, true immortal,
(Not this our shadowy life), will be thine own,

And thou shalt stand where winged archangels worship,
And trembling bow before the great white throne.

A little longer still, and heaven awaits thee,
And fills thy spirit with a great delight,

Then our pale joys will scem n dreain forgotten,
Our sun a darkness, and our day a night.

A little Jonger, and thy heart, beloved,
Shall beat forever with a love divine,
And joy so pure, so mighty, so cternal,
No mortal knows and lives, shall then be thine.

A little longer yet, and angel voices
.Shall sing in heavenly chant upon thine car;
Angels ard saints await thee, and God needs thee ;
Beloved, can we bid thee linger here?

Register.
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Huvative Dicres,

THE CO.\'VI”].SIO\' OF A SHIP'S
CREW

Carrtain ‘»I‘Kl.mn‘ of the ship
Thomas Campbell, compmunicates to
conmmwn.u) under date, London,
July 2 ul, 18(}! the l)nomng p.u‘t1w~
s i

On our pussage out, it had been laid
upon the hearts of the chief officer,
the carpenter, my brother, and myself,
the only professors of religion in the
ship’s compuny of twenty-two indivi-
* duals, to pray much for the conversion
of the rest of the people. Mo this end
I instituted public worship on the
Lord's day for as many as would at-
tend.  Subscquently, we heid a pray-
er-meeting on Wednesday evenings ;
and, ultimately, tinding @ disposition
to avail themselves of Tese opportu-
nities, daily scrvice, or, as it might be
termed, famnly worship, was instituted
andregularly maintained, stillbeyond
a willing attendance on these means
of grace, we saw no other result until
our passitye home, and in the neigh-
bourhoods of the Western Isles:
when the tollowing striking and most
blessed incidents occurred, which ex-
ceeded all we had ventured to antici-
pate. -

On Monday, May 2 th, 1861, the
Mate having in the morning heard one
of the buys threatening to revenge
himscelf etiectually upon another who
had given him seme offence, shortly
found hibm in the long-buat,~which,
placed on deck, was in common use as
retreat and gencral lounge,—opened
his Bible, and dirccted bis attention
to the passage, Rom, xii 19, ¢ Avenge
not yoursclves,” &c.; when the lad
burst into ‘\,(ll\, and Hc.,.ln very earn-
estly to ery to God for mercy on his
goul. The other Iad huel in the means
time also entered the boat, and joined
in prayer for the rorgivencss of his
sing. Onc or two of the crew follow-
ed, and, as they approached, and ap-
pcmcd to feel the loly Ghost, and to
vield to His soul-subduing influence.

This occurred in the forenoon, 1
was informed of it at dinuer; and in
the evening we held a prayer-meeting.
The two loys, Archic and Juck, and

~

somce others, were preseat. A g
influence rested upon us, but thy
was no outward manifestation,
prayed afoud, and both he and Ark;
were set free frome the burden of the
guilf.

Tuesday, 21st.—During the day
held a prayer-meeting in the boat, |
the afternoon, one Sof the  seams
named Black, came down to my wy;
untler conviction. 1 prayed withlj
long and carnestly.  1le was ingg
distress.  While praying with lum
heard the steward in the pantry eryi
for merey. At hall-past six o'clog
pray u-mu-tnw began, The  thi;
chapter of 5t. John was read ; the
penter then prayed, and next Y
Heans, the chiel oflicer.  while §
Heans prayed, his voice was drown
by cries for mercy, and others weepd
for their sins against a loving Savig,
It was traly affecting to witness;
and to sce the little Loys and Je
kneeling over their shipmates,
endeavouring to point them (ot
Lamb cf God. One of the neg
away, apparently afraid.  Our pray
meeting did not break up till ab
eleven o’clod\. Many rejoicing in
Saviour's love. The steward .md D:
son, Mr. Daniel and the hoy Bob,p:
fcsscd to have found a Saviour, Al
them engaged in prayer and all ss
ed to have the spivit of prayer, e
cially the boys. Hearing their ¢
est and cloquent prayers, we veme
bered the word of our Saviour: #
of the mouths of babes and suckliy
Thou hust perfected praise” It w
glorious night, rich in Dlussing to
our souls, exeept poor Black, whow
in despair: there was no merey §
him, he said.  Inthe evening ey
tulated with those who wonld not
tend our mceting, cntreating
warning them ; but they did noteo
During the time of our meeting,
I-Icans went forward, sounding his
notes of warning Lo the impeni
while they still knedled on deck
prayed,

Wednesday, 22nd, was sot apar
special prayer. In the morning
went forward, and cxpostulated ¥



oz¢ who would not attend our servi-
5; warning t.hum' of the da‘mgcr of
gting God's Spivtt, and inviting
d entreating them to come to ony
eting. W e began about nine o'clock
1 our wneeting lasted till noon.—
ere was v good influsnee, but no
sh cases.  We met again abouy two
klock ; and, on about four, the Spirit
me down in rich cftusion; two of
it who did not attend on the pre-
aus pight were now cerying for mer-
,and professed to have found a Sa-
our - betore  we  dismissed.  Poor
ack, also, fonnd relief; thes were
et added to our number  Of ano-
prordiniry seaman we did not feel
ite sure.  I'raise the Lord, O my
al, for His wonderful woiks unto us
rsinners!

Thursday, 28d.-I got up short'y
wr five this morning, and kaelt in
yer; but 1 felt | must go and get
e of them down to pray with me,
went on deck for the carpenter to
ae; he was in the long-boat, I
it forwzird, and found the boat full,
jing and paising ; and the very
pthat ran away yesterday was en-
zed in piayer, having found a Sa-
ou.

[found one of the men who did not
tnd our mectings, I told him he
5t come down with me to the cabin
pray ; and he came; also the car-
nter.  We ongageld in prayer for
m; and we were not long engage:d
ben the stewara Lrought another of
s non-atten lants.  We engaged in
yer for him; and, with humility
eld I say it, the spirit of pra.er was
ured upon us, an! we soon heard
¢ joyful sound of another sinner
ing for merey in the name of Jesus.
2 first that came down ran away.—
er breaicfast there was another lad
yed for in the cabin; and of him I
st it might be sail, ©Behold, he
weth, ‘The meeting was still going
in the boat, and it had begun about
eo'clock in the morning. I went
ere for a little while, and found
ere was @ happy influence; but I
i not stay long. I went into the
recastle, and found & man without
pe. He felt he was too great a sin-
t to be saved. I endeavoured to
It him of a gracious Saviour,- and
yed with him, I asked for his
ible, that I might point out a chap-
t for him to read ; but he had none,
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having lost itin arccent gale. Tinvit«
ed him down to the cabin to give him
a Bible. When we came down weo
founla nceting going on of the boys
anl some ot the men. I gave this
man a New Testament, ant told him
L hal better stay whers he was, and
vead it; and [ went on deck into the
carpenter’s house. 1 founl him pray-
ing; | joinzd him. Arter awhile wo
went down to the eabin, ani foun. the
man who a little betore had no hope
now telling all he had found a Saviour.

In the afternoon we had_ a meeting,
amtall were present exeept two Swedes.,
However, two of them ran away terri-
ficd, and nothing could iniuce them,
to come back. My, t'cans followed
them, and they ran from him tervified.
I shall never forget the solemnity of
that aftecrnoon. Belore the mecting
Degan, it seemel as if we were in the
immeciate presence of Gl Yes, our
God was near us, to bless us, anld pro-
tect us ; for Satan sceme ! to rage, sce-
ing his strongholds pulleddown ~ But
our Gol was for us; an i who could be
against ns?  Qur meeting went on,
anl it was truly a blesse 1 time,  Well
might we exclaim, “I'mlostin wonder,
love, and praise.” :

O the wonders of reieeming grace,
to hear the bold blasphemer plealing
metey, confussing his heinous  sing)
and, O, what 2 joyful sight to see so
many faces beaming with joy, an 1 hap-
py in a Saviour's love! to sec the boys
holding cach oth.rs hanls, weeping
anisaying, “We shall noy fight any
more ; weshall love eazh other, Glory
to God!” Three to-day professed to
have found a Saviour.

Friday, 24th.—Another blessed day.
Somc met in the cabin and some in
the boat. In the moraing, we in the
cabin had a rich blessing poured upon
us. We all met in the afternoon in
the cabin, when another, who would
not attend our mectings, came and
knelt with us, and prayed for meicy;
he professed to have found Jesus. He
13 4 Swede, and prayed in his own lan-
guage. We then sang the paraphrase,
“X¥rom every kindred, ¢very tongue,”
&c  After six o'clock I haia meeting
in the cabin, when Mr. Heans, the car-
penter, and the rest of the converts
went into the forccastle, and pleaded
for & hardened sinner, and got him to
his knees. Twice he endeavoured tor
deccive them, as he afterwards con—
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fessed, After our lit¥le cabin-mecting
broke up, we went forward : all were
around him, and God magnified His
own name. We heard the penitent cry
for mercy ; and before we left him he
professed to have found a Saviour.
‘This man ran from the pregence of God
twice; yet he was brought to repents
© 0 my soul, for ever praise, for cver
love his name " Nonc but God such
grace can show. All appear to be
growing in grace ; many of them have
delightful, and all lhave penitent,
prayers.

Saturday, 25th.—A dey of rich bless-
ing. We met in the cabin in the
morning, and enjoyed much of God’s
love: all the converts joined in prayer;
many of them are growing fast, The
afternoon was get apast by all to plead
for the only hardened sinney left,  All
but one now profess to have found a
Saviour; but I trust our, prayers will
yet be answered for himh, Owr ship
has now become a house of prayer;
the songs of Zion ave night and day
-ascending from some part of her.

Sunday, 26th —Another happy day.
We had service in the forenoon and
wfternoon.  In the evening, there were
a few down in the cabin; at eight
o'clock, an old man of fifty-three, who
had resisted every entrealy, now came
down, and knelt with us ; anditmight
be said, “ Behold, he prayeth.”

Our meetings after this were con-
tinued day by day; and the result is,
thaton arriving in London, on Sunday,
June 23rd, I am cnabled to record the
mercy of God in giving us reason to
belicve that eighteen conversions took
place on board the ship in the course
of oneweek ; and that the whole ship's
company, ol twenty-two, are now fol~
lowing the Lord Jesus towards the rest
which remains for the people of God.

HOW A KAREN WOMAN BECAME
A CHRISTIAN,

How A Karcx Woxax BeCAME A
Curistian~The first Christian womay
I met, says Mrs. Mason, in Burmay
10ld me this story :— !

Sixteen years before, she was one dy,
by the Salwen river, when she sms: .{
ship coming up. She ran to see it
when a tall, handsome, white foreign.
<r stepped on the shore. He came up
to her, and gave his hand. :
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4 Mahalek? (“How do you g
“ Mah, Thkyen,” (* Well, my lo
was asked, and answered; wheg
enquired where she was going,
bade her go in peace  The white
cigner returncd to the ship, and
stood gazing after it. Soon her}
thers c ame up, and she said,—

«I have scen one of the sons of ¢,

t And what did he say ?”

«Why, he gave me his hand.”

« And did you take it ?”

«Yes, I did; for he looked like
angel, and I am not ashamed ofit*

‘I'hat night her husband beat he
giving her hand to o stranger, and
was then ordercd to go to heathend
tivals as usual. Guapung {oweredy
(and she was a most noble-look
woman :).% No,” she said; “nex
{wenty years I have been making
ings to Guadama, and he has notg
ped my husband from beating mee
Hereafter, I pray only to this u}
man’s God  The white foreigner
ed like an angel; he spoke fo
gently and respectfully, as if |
been a man! His God must ke
best God ™ She began that night
pray. This was her prayer i(—«}
cr God, Lord God, Honorable GaJ,
Righteous one! in the heavens,in
carth, in the mountains, in the sea,
the north, in the south, in the cag|
the west, pity me, I pray t?

This prayer she prayed for five i
utterly refusing to make offering
the idols.  After that time, a Mis
ary went info her region.  As soon
she heard another white foreigner!
comc, she ran and sat down at hisf
for nine days. She was conved
and was the means of converting
husband and all her family, aud
raising up thrce churches. Ske
deaconess, sexton, and everythi
She became o Bible-talleer.  Shece
never stop to learn herself, but had
her children taught ; and she treas
ap the scripture in a most wondn
way. Ior months this woman
been with me over the burning ph
wken I have been compelled to we
towel for a turban, dipped in ev
cool spring we came to; I reading
the Bible in her language, aud
talking it.

This woman had been a fortune
Ier; and one day a woman came
miles to get a charm for her husk
who had run away from: her.



«Yes,” said Guapung, “I have a
am,  Sit down, sister,”

$o down she sat, the whole long day,
& cning to Guapung’s wonderful sto-

2.
#Yo~,” she said, “therc was once a
gnderful Man in this world, whosc
e shone like o rainbow, Once day He
e & woman crying, and He went up
bher, and asked, ¢ Why weepest thou,
iy - Then He spoke kind words to
g, and made her happy. Now, this
Jng, who spolie so kindly to a wo-
Then she
at on to tell her of the charm;
hich was to go and call back her hus-
pod, and not scold him any more;
ause this Son of God commanded
t women should obey their hus-
ods.

il sbout three weeks after, 2 man came
a from the heathen village, and
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wanted to sec *the Dbig tcacheress”
that had the charm; for he said that
that woman who had been such a
brawler that nobody could live in
peace in her neighbourhood, was then
living very happily with her husband,
the quictest of all; and the men of the
place were anxious that their wives
should join the Christians, because
they understood the Christian veli-
gion did not allow women to scold their
husbands !

Now, all this good xesulted from
that one expression of sympathy,
in giving the handto a heathen
woman. This Icall the greatest ser-
mon ¢ver preached by that Missionary:

‘and that bMissionary was dear, good

Dr. Judson; and could his ransomed
spirit now speak, would he not say,—

“Prry meatHeENy wouex! Do xor
Give ue Bunmag!?

i<, 0.

Nilcncficence insteud of Devotion—
PRoposal basely suggested by Judas,
B iznovantly adopted by the rest of
: disciples.

fow rudely the act or word of a
ighbor grates against your feclings,
Bitis violently incongruous with your
B spirit at the time! If you and
Qo friends are engaged in conversa-
j, sober and sad, on some great ca-
ity that has rccently alighted on
lnd, and if a third person sudden-
break in upon the colloquy with
4, wprorious mirth, the intrusion
cis you, not so mwuch by anything
dutely evil in itself, as by its want
harmony with the mood in which
the moment you happentobe. ¢“As
fegar upon nitre, so is he that sing-
songs to a heavy heart” (Prov. xxv.
. This is eminently true in the reli-
-Eisafiections.  Whether the incon-

ity lies between the spiritual and
worldly, or between the more cool
Lthe more ardent of true believers,
-3
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BENEFICENCE INSTEAD OF DEVOTION.

‘Bat when his disciples saw it. they had indignation say ing, To what purpose is thi
je? For this ointment mig 1 nave been =old for much,

and given to the poor.—Mati.

the discrepancy is keenly and mutual-
1y felt, David’s ardour when helaid
aside the king, and threw himself body
and soul into the popularrejoicings be-
fore the returning ark, appeared to his
hanghty and unimpassioned wife, as
she watched him  from the window, a
shocking impropricty aitogether unbe-
coming the dignity of a King, Many
a warm hearted, single-cyed disciple of
Jesus has been denounced as a fanatic
by mere formalists, or admonished as
extravagant by true Christians, who
were constitutionally cool in their
tempers and languid in their emotions.
Nor should it Le on the other hand,
cither denied or concealed that ardens
Christians have sometimes, by their
own improprictics, invited reproof.
To crr is human ; and in no casc are
all the errors found on one side of
truth’s straight dividing line. In the-
acantime, however, we speak here
mainly of the errors that lic on one
side for the double reason that they
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are in themselves the most dangerous,
and that to -them the lesson of the
textis expressly directed.

In the word of the Lord we find the
warning, and address it affectionately
to every reader —Beware of blaming
any Christian for the supposed excess
of his devotional ardour, Lecause it
glows more warmly than your own.
We have no right to compress within
our approved moulds the bursting
emotions of a soul that is bought-with
a price, and ¢ weary with holding in.”
It may be quite true that we feel a jar,—
that the words and ways of that young
and eager convert are not in harmony
with our judgmentand our taste; but
to say the least,it may admit of question
whether the cause of the incongruity
be that he is above or that we are be-
low the standard of zeal proper to the
redeemed of the Lord,  Whenever
any extravagance occurs in the name
of religious fervour, by all means let so-
ber Christians gently reprove or firmly
repress it. In a time of great and
niscellancous development of reli-
gious forces like the present, it is law-
ful, perhaps we should say expedient,
tows .ch carcfully, not only deeds and
doctr. aes, but the times, measures, and
forms of expressed devotion ; but much
depends on the attitude of the watcher,
If he lie in wait for errors in the path
of his neighbor, he will probably mark
as vices some things which are alrcady
marked as virtues in the Master’s book,
If hopeful and liberal, he rcjoices in
the good that is doing, and faithfully
rebuligs the evil that may occasionally
mingle with it, he will serve his gen-
eration well. The times are not stag-
nant; a broad stream of blessing is
flowing through the Church. We do
not affirm that its whole volume is ab-
solutely pure; but the dry chaff and
withered leaves that herc and there
float upon its bosom disfigure its sur-
face rather than pollute its mass.
Rash and short-sighted.are those who,
at first sight of these cxcrescences,
rush into the river's bed and strive to
stop it bodily.

We do not deny the existence of
spiritual excesses in the church, but we
believe that, in this country at least,
for one who transgresses the rules of
propriety in the manifestation of the
zeal for Christ, ten lic, freezing below
%ero in the spiritual thexmometer, For

. on simple Mary, with her heart.melt-
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votion which their Master appreeiaty

ing and overflowing into abnornmy
and lavish devotion, there are twely,
disciples, not to mention traitors why
are more notable for maintaining th
conventional propertices of carth, thy,
for catching the fire of heaven,

In this case, true disciples wey
found sneering at an expression of d;

and approved. What happenedin theg
ancient times may happen again i
ours. We must be jealous over gy
selves with a godly jealousy, lest
should be found loathing what .
Lord loves, It was the intevested,di
honest Judas that led the cleven g
that occasion into an ervor of juig
ment  Evil communications corm
good manners. Sometimes one whokhs
not the spirit of Christ at all, obt
a place and influence among Christix
which he does not deserve. Itish
wiles like these that the adversary
tains an advantage over us. The Ly;
on onc occasign, addressing Peter, s
get thee behind me, Satan.  Thatw
is full of warning. Peter atthatti
was a true disciple. His heart trug
in the Saviour, and his name was wj
ten in the book of life. This
shows that the tempter succeeds
partially perverting the judgment,er
after the heart has conclusively g
mitted to another Lord. Genu
Christians caught and carriced awayj
the time by the spirit of the world,
more harm than the profanc. Jd
desires to put down Mary’s ardour,
a piece of mischievous fanaticism; |
he will succeed better in his obisd
he can persuade simpler and b
men to adopt his cry. Be wise ass
pents and harmless as doves, Ju
rightcous judgment.,

Perhaps the multitude may sb
their hosannas more loudly t
melodiously ; perhaps the child
may cast their palm-branches
Christ's path with more energy
discrectness. What then? If
cry be a hosanna to tlie Son of D
and those branches be true cmbie
his victory, he who looketh on
heart receives and loves the offer
Let us beware lest we should cond
what our Master approved.
Mary's ardent offering, and the mi
of the twelve regarding it, and
Lord’s decision on the case, all b
me, I must be very sure of my gr
ere I venture to denounce as wast



4 Iavish oblation which a saved
ner in the first gush of her gratitude
p bring to the Lord. One who has
¢r knownany method of conveying
erto dwelling houses except the
way of carrying it in a pitcher
nthe well, would be greatly amazed
ta should witness a main bursting
the streets of Glasgow. He would
mable te comprehend why the wa-
<hould of its own accord rise so ex-
igly towards heaven,and spread
Ui so tumultuously around. Yet
water has acted strictly according
le. The hcight of the fountain
dates the pressure, and produces
torand, joyous, lofty leap. Of that
ewhich struggles in a forgiven sin-
sbreast, the fountain head is in
ren. None but he who feeds it,
ws how great the pressureis. Make
wance for sudden outbursts, high
wyals, wide outspreadings, when
ild of wrath has been by an act of
ymade a child of God.

en Judas, and those who for the
partook of his spirit, had,condem-
the woman’s devotion as a useless
wasteful enthusiasm, they pro-
material alms-giving initsstead.
precious ointment which Mary
poured out might have been sold
bigh price, and the proceeds given
¢ poor. Judas, who had been
nginto the treasure and calculat-
its value, is able to name the pre-
sum which it would have brought
emarket. Had the traitor obtain-
the money, it would never have
bed the poor ; in the hands of the
ken disciples, it would, indeed,
aheen employed in clothing the
d and feeding the hungry ; but it
W have been a foolish effort to
ilite the dow of the stream, by
og up e fountain.

is species of opposition to warm-

to the poor is still one of the
sof betraying Christ, Why spend
uch money in sending Bibles and
onaries to the heathen abroad,
emultitudes of your own country-
at home have neither food nor
ng? Mea have thought”them-
s very wise while they thrust with
weapon against the missionary
and against the Missionary, work:
knew not from whom they bor-
the spear. they .were .stabbing.
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with. There are exceptions on both
siles—there are niggardly Christians,
and liberal unbelievers, and yet the
exceptions do not destroy the double
rule, that ardent disciples of Christ
arc the best benefactors of men; and
the best benefactors of men are the
true disciples of Christ.

We gladly acknowledge that the sore
is healing apace in our dny. Fifty
years ago the complaing, “To what pur~
pose is this waste?” prevailed much
more than it does now. It has been
gradually giving way for many years.
Think nf the period when the Govern-
ment, supported by the influential
classes, refused to allow a Christian
Missionary to plant his foot on the soil
of India; when the pionecers of the
gospel in that land were obliged to set-
tle on a spot that belonged to a foreign
power, and send the word of life by
stealth and stratagem across the line
into the forbidden territory of Britain.
Compare that day with this, and you
will discover abundant cause to thank
God and take courage.

The National' Association for the
Promotion of Social Science has held
a series of annual mectings in some of
the chief cities of the empire. Itisa
secular, and rot a religious society.
Its main object is the mental and ma-
terial amelioraticn of the common-
wealth. The science which it studies
is political cconomy,and not revealed
religion. In short, its aim is preciscly
that which Judas and his dupes pro-
posed to themselves when they com-
plained that through Mary’s inconsid-
erate devotion, threc hundred pence
of possible hard zash had been thrown
away, and desired that all such out-
pourings should henceforth be authori~
tatively intercepted, thatthe process
might be deposited in their hauds as
the raw material of practical charity.
The object is similar to that of the
ancient Galilean economists ; but the
methods are thoroughly diverse. In
particular, the enlightened students of
social science who hold their annual
assemblies in our own great cities,
rever attempt to enlasge the stream
of substantial physical improvement,
by diminishing or stopping the paral-
tel stream of religious effort and con-
tribution, While all were zcalous
for economic amelioration, not one
ever proposed material beneficsnce in-
stead of. spiritual religion With all
the zeal for good works which the As—
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sociation displayed, no whisper dero-
gatory of Christian faith was ever ut-
tered. Religion and cconomics were
openly and articulately joined together
by many in the association, and nune

RELIGIOUS INT ELLIGENGE.

pists do not now treat spiritual yof;
gion as an obstacle in their path,y
ther do religious men  dissociate wo
from worship so much as some of gy
forefathers were accustomed te
Ou both sides there is a tendeney:

ever evineed any disposition to put

them asunder.
On both sides an advance has been

uion. Worship and work, both ;
highest degree, meet in Chuist;
Christians, heart-devotion and lagy

eficcted. Neither has Beneficence been .
pitted against Devotion, nor Devotion  work should unite and co-operate 1 g
against Beneficence in our day so much  body and soul. Li
as in former times. If philanthro- g";
e

lio!

————— d
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& very interesting mecting, and
turned home, my heart fitled wit i
though I was cxceedingly tired,
Ifind it impossible to do all tiy
required. After the death of my
child jour brother has just lostag
1 had hoped to rest a littie, but ong
contr.vy, dwing the cight days:
followed the burial I have Jug
preach twelve times. My cryto
Conference will be that of the i
donian, ¢ Come over and help us”
Normandy, one of our oldest staf
has just been visited with a e
The want of a suitable may
obliged our president to leave this
tion unsupplicd for some me
Scarcely thas a Christian brothe
rived than the Spirit has come ¢
and converted a few souls. All
work is exclusively among the Fr:
the ministers I have mentioned
themselves Frenchmen. Here, i
Pierre les Galais, we have an Eng
organization which has given usg
encouragement. It is a Tract Soc
by means of which tracts are &
every week to some 170 English
ilies, or given to French labores
to Lnglish and Norwegian i
These tracts arc generally well s
ed, and no impediment has hit
been thrown in our way by the
authoritics.  Our French Dis
Meetings are o begin in Paris o
3rd, and in Anduze (Cevennes) ¢
11th 'of June, and our Conference
be held in Nimes on the 26th au
lowing days »

Frexcn Westey ax Conrerexce.—1The
Rev. J. P Cooli, in a letter to the
Watchman, dated May 24, gives cheery
news from some of the stations in
France. At a station in the Drome
cirenit a young man is appointed, a
child of Methodism, who has just been
received on trial.  He lahored there at
first as o hired local preacher, and the
station was a new one, in which every-
thing was to be commenced “He
now writes that, as a vesult of fiftcen
months’ labor, we have there a con-
gregation of 200 persons, a society of
23 members, with seven on trial, and
a Sunday-School with 134 scholars.
He has also access to twelve surround-
ing villages, where the number of his
hearers increases at every new visit.
Since the beginning of January he
has had to preach every evening
in the week. In the same circuit
another young preacher has been so
blessed in his labours that the people
have resolved to build a chapel with a
minister’s house, and have subscribed
among themselves not less than 6,000
francs ($1,200.) The ground has been
bought and the chapel is rapidly ad-
vaucing. From the department of the
Haute-Maine another of owr ministers
writes: ‘A Roman Catholic village,
nine miles from my residence, bas just
opencd its doors fo the Gospel. For
some Sabbaths a goodly number of its
inhabitants bave come over to I. to
hear me preach, in order to form a cor-
rect idea of Protestantism. Now their
decision. is fixed, and mine also. Yes-
serday evening I held in their village

e
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AN AUTHENTIC DOG STORY.

siv ITarry Lec, of Dickley, in Ox-
andshire, ancestor of the late earls of
Lichficld, had a mastift which guarded
e house and yard, but had never
aet with the least particular atten-
jon from his master, and was retain-
J for his utility only, and not from
ny particulm- regard  One night, as
his master was retiring to his cham-
wr, attended Ly his faithful valet, an
ilian, the mastifi silently followed
Lin up stairs, which he had never
n known £o do before, and, 10 his
aster's astonishment, presented him-
Af in his bedroom. Being deemed
aintruder, he was instantly orded to
cturned ont, which being complied
ith, the poor animal began scratch-
. violently at the door, and howling
wdly for admission. The servaut
25 sent to drive him away. Discour-
ment could not check his intend-
i labour of love, or rather, providen-
4| jimpulse ; he returned again, and
smore importunate than before to
et in,  Sir Harry weary of opposi~
w, bade the servant open the door,
t they might sce what he wanted
do T'his done, the mastiff, with a
o of his tail, and a look-of affection
his lord, deliberately walked up,
4 crawling under the bed, laid him-
Ydown, as if desirous to take up his
[shts lodgings there. To save fur-
artrouble, but not from any parti-
ity for his company, this indulgence
sallowed. About the solemn hour
idnight the chamber door opened,
lapersor was heard stepping across
sroom.  Sir Harry started from his
kp; the dog sprang from his covert,
), seizing the unwelcome disturber,
edhim to the spot? All wasdark;
1Sir Harry rang his bell in great

i3 nidation, in order to procure a light.
it person who was pinned to the
1 Mor by the courageous mastiff, roared
Diglk swsistance. 1t was found to be the

5 Ot wholittle expected sucharccep-
) "Wn. He endeavoured to apologize
nCe M bis intrusion, and to make the rea~
2l which induced hinxto take this

pappear plausible. But the impor-
uity of the dog, the time, the place,

Lavietivs.
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the manner of the valet, all raised sus-
picions in Sir Harry’s mind, and he
determined to refer the investigation
of the business to a magistrate. The
perfidious Italian, alternately terrified
by the dread of punishment, and
soothed with the hopes of pardon, at
length confessed that it was his inten-
tion to murder his master, and then
rob the house. This diabolical design
was frustrated only by the instinctive
attachment of the dog to his master,
which scemed to have been directed
on this occasion by the interference of
Providence. MHow else could the poor
animal know the meditated assassiua-
tion? IIow else could he have Icarn-
ed to submit to injury and insult
for his well-meant services, and final-
1y seize and detain a person, who, it is
probable, had shown him more kind-
ness than his owner had ever done?
It may be impossible to reason on
such a topic, but the facts are indis-
putable. A full-length picture of Sir
Harry, with the mastift by his side
and the words, “More faithful ﬁxm:
favored,” are still to be seen at the
family-seat at Ditchley, and are a Iast-~
ing monument of the gratitude of the
master, the ingratitude of the servant
and the fidelity of the dog !

Tur ADULTERATION OF TEA.— The
London Lancet gives the result of the
microscopical and chemical analyvsis
of forty-cight samples of tea. )

Of the 24 specimens of black tea.
analyzed, eyery onc was found to be
genuine. Of a like number green teas,
all were adulterated. The adultem1
tions arc mainly a colouring matter
with which the tea-leaf is faced
paintcd or glazed. Ferrocyanide oi‘
iron or Prussian blue is the article
most commonly used for this purpose.
Sometimes, however, indigo, kaolin or
China clay, and turmeric powder were
found in addition. That specieg of
tea which is denominated gunpowder
was adulterated in other ways by ad-
mixsture with leaves not those of tea
with paddy husk, and particulaﬂ}f
with ¢ lie tea,” so called, a leaf which
resembles the tea leaf closely,and is
sent to this country from China in
vast quantitics, to be employed in ad-
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ulteration here. The coloring of the
tea is almost entirely done in China,
and probably because it improves its
appearance, and perhaps renders its
sule more sure and rapid
Such is the result of a thorough an-
alyzation of this article by cminent
scientific men in Bagland, and it is
vertainly not very flatiering to the
tastes of those who drink green tea for
the love of it.  Theveis no such article
us wn unadulteraled green few, Lot the
“lovers of the herh vemember that fact,
and as they sip the delicious beverage,
and faney that they find in it a solvent
tor their aches and pains, let them also
vemember that they are sipping with
1t w solution of Prussian bluc and in-
digo, as well as sundry other little
peccadilloes that ncither add to its
exhilavating properties nor yet entire-
jy havmless to the system. On the
other hand, the black teas are not ad-
nlterated, and ave the only ones used
by the Chinese.  Knowing the impur~
ities that ave in the best green teas
they send them to foreign ports to
tickle the palates of the tnglish, the
French, and the American, who, in
their view, fancy the bright lively ap-
pearance imparted by the coloring
compositions they use.

Rivicure.~—If there is a destroyer of
good feeling, friendship, affection and
Jove; if there is one thing more than
unother that will change love to hat-
red, corrode the heart and poison the
mind, it is ridicule. We are most
vasily tempied and led away from
right and duty by ridicale. o avoid
the shawe, we compromise with our
conscience, conunit the greatest wrong;
and in an hour, bowed in the dust with
bitterness of spivit, oh! how deep is
our repenfance 1

The hot breath of the desert sirocco
is not more deadly than the voice of
ridicule. . We are afraid of it; we
humble ourselves, and crawl in the
dust at its command ; we degrade our-
selves to avoid it. It arouses the
wost fiendish passion ; the eye flashes,
the bosom heaves tumultuously over
the feverish fire that rages within it,
the heart beats wildy, and all control
is gone.

Use it not! Life is too precious,
love is too heavenly, friendship is too
beautifully cloquent with happiness,
to be destroyed thus thoughtlessiy.
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Rather let every word, every thought
be weighed in the balances of your
heart, stripped of every useless adorn.
ing, and then go forth to fall gently,
smoothly, like spring-time rain-droys,
in the cars of your fellow mortals.
The preacher tells us that “laugh
ter is mad ;" and the Proverb of the
wise man adds @ warning that
end of mirth is heaviness.” Tl
habit of looking too much at the Judi.
crous side of life is always hurtful t
thie moral feeling. The pleasure i
faint and vanishing, and leaves behird
it an apprehension of disgrace. *Itjs
not good to live in jest, since we must
die in earnest.—Christian Lreasury,

Before the railroad wus built fron
Baltimore to Washington, Danicl Web-
ster arrived in Baltimore one evening
too late to secure a seat in the regule
coach, and as his presence was impu.
tively required in Congiess on the fob
lowing day, he was compelled fo tak
a private conveyance. The night wa
extremely dark, and the driver, a {2
rough looking specimen of the genu
homo, attempted to relieve the tediun
of the journey by telling stories, all¢
which, however, were about highwar.
men, and several dangerous robb:
ries which had been committed upn
that very road. Webster began fot
alarmed for his personal safety, an
the personelle of his companion beir,
far from flattering, the suspicion me
than once crossed his mind thatlev
in the company of the identical high
wayman, the xecital of whose de
of daring he bad been an unwilliy
listener to for the last two hours.

Being now in a dense wood,
driver suddenly brought his horset
2 halt, and in stentorian tones, ¢
claimed : .

¢« Now, sir, who are you ?”
Woabster, with a sligh: tremorint
voice, replied s
“Xam Danicl Webster, member
Congress from Massachusetts.”
“Xam glad to hear it replied
driver, warmly grasping his b
“You arc so confounded ugly that
took you for a highwayman ”

Isseer LiFe 1y CEYLON.—Neii
beast nor bird in Ceylon, beautiful
singular as they are, can compare
rarity and splendor with its ins
In the solitude of the forests, ther



rpetual music from their soothing
+d melodious hum, which frequently
Aston startling sound as the cicada
ills his sonorous drum on the sunny
vk of some tall tree. At morning,
¢dew hangs in diamond drops on the
rwads and  gossamer which the
iders suspend across every pathway ;
above the pool, dragon-flies of
e than metallic lustre flash in the
(dysunbeams  The carth teems with
mntless ants, which emerge from
eath its surface, or make their de-
e highways to ascend to their
4ts in the trees. Lustrous beetles
i their golden elytra Lask on the
wes, whilst minuter species dash
nugh the aiv in civcles which the
scan follow by the booming of their
v wings. Butterflies of large size
zorgeous coloring flutter over the
{less expanse of flowers, and at times
restraordinary sight presents itself
dights of these delicate creatures,
werally of @ white or pale-yellow hue,
warently miles in breadth, and of
b prodigious extension asto occupy
sand even days uninterruptedly
theic passage—whence coming, no
knows; whither going, no one can
|. Asday declines, the moths issue
a2 their retreats, the crickets add
irshrill voice to swell the din, and
« darkness descends, the cye is
ed with the millions of emerald
pslighted up by the fire-flies amidsé
sarrounding gloom,

=

=

UssENTIMESTAL Prvsiciay.—The
is correspondent of the Boston
veller relates the following :—A
v is told upon Rayer, the eminent
wician of Paris.  ITe was called in,
weeks ago, to attend a sick child.
pchild—it was the only child of
lthy parents—recovered its health.
i days after Rayer had discon-
id his visits, the mother of the
leinvalid called on thedoctor. She
: ¥ My dear doctor, there are ser-
s rendered in this world, for which
¢y canwot pay. I know not how
could adequately veward you for
kindness and attention and skill
orEfnest, And I have thought
perhaps you would be good
ghto accept this little port-mon-
2 mere triflc—but which X em-
dred”  «Port monnaie?” roughly
ied the doctor. # Medicine, ma-
415 not & sentimental profession.
tn we are called in to visit sick
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people, we want their dues and not
their gratitude.  Gratitiwde—humbug !
Y'd like to see gratitude make the pot
boil, and I have not ouly to make my
pot boil, but I have got a horse to feed,
madame, and a driver to pay, madame,
and daughters to portion, madame,—
and gratitude wont aid e to do any of
these things. Moncey is what is requic-
ed—money, mubianic—yes, money.”
‘The lady was, as you may well imagine,
confounded by this burst of indignang
talent, and she could only stammer,
¢« But—doctor—what is your fue 7" My
fee is two thousand fiances—and X tell
you, madame, there is no use seream-
ing about it. I will not take one sou
Iess”  The lady did not seream. She
quietly opened the porte-monnaie *1
embroidered,” and unrolled the five
bank notes in it, gave two to the dac-
. tor, placed the other three in the porte
monnaie, and the latter in her pocket,
and bowed profoundly, -*Goud morn-
ing, Docto-,” and made her exit.

PontucuesE Wonex.—The position
of woman in Portuguese countries
brings one nearer to that Oriental type:
from which modern socicty has been
diverging. In the lowest classes, one
daughter is often decrced by the
parents to be brought np like a lady,
and for this every sacrifice hasto be
made. Her robust sisters go bavefooted
to the wells for water; they go miles
unprotected into the lonely mountains;
no social ambition, no gentecl helpless-
ness for them. DBut Maciguinha is
taught to read, write and sew; she is
as carefully looked afteras if the world
wished to steal her; she wears shoes
and stockings and an embroided hand-
kerchief, and a hooded cloak, and she
never steps outside the door alone.
Youmeet her pale and demure, plod-
ding along to mass with her mother.
The sisters will marry laborers and
fishermen ; Maviquinba will marry o
a small shopkeeper or the mate of a
-vessel, or else die single, 1t is not
very pleasant for the girl in the mean-
time she is neither healthy nor hap-
Py ; but “let us be genteel or die'—
JLuncet.

Tne Pary Treg.~This tree which
grows in tropical countrics, is most
important on account of the wany uses
1 which its products are applied.—
From it is obtained :he cocoa nut, date,
and other fruits. When fermented, it
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yields wine: wax and oils of various
kinds aie got from it, wad its leaves
are manufactured nto cordage.  The
centre of the tice also yields sago-
flour, which for many yewrs past has
beei suceessfully applied by a Glaszow
firm in manufhcturing a starch which
the Queen of Bagland has used ex-
clusively for several years in her laun-
dry, wnd whose laundress pronounc-
ed i; to be “the finest starch she ever
used.

A Cumiors Jewisn Leteap.—Titus
passtd through what had bheen Jerusa-
lem after its destruction. It is said
that the sight of the ruins tillad with
sorrow and awe the conqueror, in
whose  characler, according to the
statument of contemporarics, goud and
cvil strangely alternatad. & Jewish
fegend has embellished this circun-
stanuce by describing in the same falu-
lous terms cutain tortures wlich
Titus had to «udure in punishment
for the destruction of Jerusalem and
the tomple. On Lis voyagze from
Egypt to Italy (so gocs the story),
Titus was overtahen by astorm, which
threatencd to dostroy the vessdd that
bore him.  Cunsdious of the righteous
anger of the God of Isracl whan he
had offended, Titus broke forth in
BLlasphemics agaiust  him, as if his
power were limited to the s, in
which he had once destroyed Tharaoh,
and now thraatined his own safity,
while he was unable successfully to
contend against him upon land. .\
voice fiom on high rebukad the blas-
phemy.  The storm was hushed ; but
no sooncr Lad Titus landed than he
felt excruciating pains in his head,
occasioned, as it aftervards  turnad
out, Ly an inscet gnawing on his
brain, which according to the Divine
threatening, was to continue his tor-
mentor through life. Only once, and
for a short time, the noise from a
blacksmitls shop caused the inscet to
desist. On his death-Yed, Titus or-
dered the physicians after his decease
to open his scull, in order to ascertain
the oceasion of this ceascless agony.
To their astonishment they discovered
in it an animal, which had grown to
the size of a swallow, two talents in
weight, with metal dill and ‘claws,
that had gnawed at the anperor’s
brain—Hebraist.

MEeaxings oF Worns~How many

* est’ minion,” (Sylvester.)
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words men have dragged downway
with themselves, and made partaken
more or less, of their own fall ! Hay
ing originally an honorable signij
cance, they have yet, with the deteig
ration and degenceration of those thy
used them, or these about whom the
were used, deteriorated or degene
ted thereto. What a multitude g
words, originally harmless, have
sumed a harmful meaning, as the
sccondary lease; how many worl
have acquired an unworthy. Tag
“knave” once meant no more thy
lad, (nor duus it now in German my
more ;) “villain” than peasant;
“ bour” was only a farmer; a  varlg
was but a serving-man; a ¢ meni
one of the *many” or # houschold
a “ churl” Lut a strung fellow ; o - mi
ion” a favourite ; * man is ¢ God's de
& Tl
server” was used 200 years ago qui
as often for one in an honourable.
in adishonourable sense, 4 serving
time ™ #Conceits™ had once nothi
conceited in them; “officious” b
reference to offices of kindnuss,
not tv busy meddling; * moyody™
that which pertained to man's mog
without any gloom or sullennessi
plicd.  ©Demare” (des meurs, of go
manners) conveyed no hint, as it da
now, of an overdoing of the out

demonstrations of modesty. In«
ty” and “cunning” there was nothi
of cruoked wisdom implicd, Lut o
knownledge and skill; 4 craft,” inde
still retains very often its more b
ouralle usc, @ man’s “craft” being
skill; and then the trade in which
is well skilled. And think you §
Magdalene could have ever given
# maudlin® in its recent contemptu
application, if the tuars of peniten
weeping had heen held in due hen
by the world ?

Raxee oF Sovxn—DPeshel give
miles as the greatest known dist
1o which sound has been carried
the air. This was when the awfd
plosion at St. Vincent’s was hes
Demerars.  The cannonadmg of |
battle of Jena was heard in ties
ficlds near Dresden, a distance of
miles, and in the case-mates of the
tress it was very distinet. Thel
bardment of Antwerp is said to
been heard in the mines of Sa
370 miles distant.




