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Harirax, Nor. 22, 1871,
We have to remind the Secretaries of
Agricultural Socicties that in order to
participate in the Legislative graut for the
present year, they are required to trans-
mit to the Secretary of the Board of
_ Agriculture, not later than 25th Novem-
ber, an atlested certificate . of the amount
of subscriptions paid by members for the
year. Allowances from the grant are
given rateably, in proportion to the sub-
scriptions.
‘We have already received the certified
subscription lists of several societies, and
considerable progress is manifest in some

- of the counties. ' The New Gairloch

Society of Pictou has this season raised,
among its members, two hundred and
three doliacs, Dominion currency; the
Union Society of East Corawallie, one
hundred and three dollars; Parrsboro’
Society, one hundred and six dollars;
Onslow Society, one hundred and rixty-
seven dollars, two Yarmouth town So-
cieties $440, and so on with others.—
Our only regret is that the allowances

from the Legislative grant will necessa-
rily be so small in proportion to the
money subscribed by the members of the
Societies themselves. The old rule was
to give two dollars of grant for every dol-
lar subscribed, but in'consequence of the
increase in numbers and in liberality of
our Agricultural Socicties, we fear the
grant will net suffice to give more than
25 or 30 cents ou the dollar in some
counties this year.

IN the present number, we republish
from thé Gardener’s Monthly, seasonable
hints for management in the Flower Gar-
den and Pleasure Ground, Fruit and
Vegetable Gardens, Hot and Greenhouze.
Under each of these heads valuable infor-
mation will be found. The opening re.
marks in reference to shelter of young
shrubs and trees we specially commend to
the attention of planters. The mode of
growth of herhaceous plants is also so
lucidly explained that there can be no
difficulty, on the part of any of our read-
ers, in applying the knowledge given to
the mansgement of their own flower bor-

ders. Pampas Grass, spoken of in the

article as hardy, will not stand the win‘cr
in Nova Scotia, but the method of protec-
tion mentioned in connection with it may
be used for many other plants. The
“freezing system” of tree planting has
been in some favor in these notthern
regions, and receives its quietus from our
Philadelphia friend. The simple method
described of converting a bow-window
into a conservatory will, we hope, lead to
some such adaptations in our Halifax
windows, so that the pasty, psinted, paper
jmages of plants that look out upon us
from the street windows of fashionable
drawicg rooms, may be to some extent
reduced. .

‘We reprint the Directions for Flax
Culture and Management prepared soroe
years ago by the Society for the Promo-
tion and Improvement of ths growth of
Flax in Ireland.

The Blue Book extracts we give om
the Labour Markets of the world and the
Industrial Classes in relation to Emigra-
tion, have & significance for us in this part
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of the world that not a few of our public
men seem to te slow to recognise.

This season there has been an unusu-
ally large crop of «giguntic” squashes,
turnips, potatoes, &c., in the newspapers.
But the most remarkable departure we
have seen or heard of from the ordinary
phenomena of nature, oocurved in Mr.
Troplet's garden, in Halifax, where a
Duchesse d'Angouleme Peer tree bore
two dustinct crope of pears during the past
season. The first crop was formed at the
usual time, after which, the tree blossomed
again on the same shoots and set another
crop of fruit, which acquired considerable
size before the cold weather came on. If
W6 can raise two crops in a season of one
of the finest and most delicate of all the
French Pears, our climate cannot be so
very bad after all. Parched California
may ripen these pears a little earlier, but
it will be something new under the sun
for the Golden State to raise more than
two crops in & season.

A correspondent of the Colonial Far-
mer reporis a neighbour’s big turnip as
weighing, when cleaned aud ready for
cooking, 174 1bs.; also «four well formed
heads of cabbage growing on one stalk,
and several with three heads on one stalk ;
he has, moreover, a goose a year and a
half old that has just laid five eggs.” It
is true that, as a rule, two heads are bet-
" ter than one, even if they be sheepheads,
but one head is enough for a good cabbage,
and as for the goose, she must be a great
goose as well as a young one to try to
hatch out goslings on the winter pastures.

HINTS FOR NOVEMBER AND
DECEMBER.

(From the Gardener's Monthly.)

THE FLOWER GARDEN AND PLEASURE
GROUND.

It is now 30 well understood that we
may have an immense addition to our
list of hardy evergreens if we will only
shelter them, that we expect all those
who love thess varied winter favorites
will take measures this season to plant
shelter belts in exposed places, or else to
set the common hardy trees, like Norway
aod Humlock Spruce, and Scotch, Aus-
trian and White Fines thickly about, so
that the raror ones can be put beiween

Almost all young trees are tenderer
than they ave when older. It is there-
fore 1o test of the hardiness of some rare
thing, that & small plant is killed in the

winter. Silver Firs almost always Jet
killed back for a few years in this sec:
tion unless protected, but yet gaiu a lit-
tle in strength. After they are ten years
old they will endure our hardest weather.
‘8o Spanish Chestnuts, English Walnuts,
and many others, will die back consider-

‘ably, until they get strength., Therefore,

protect any valued young plant, if .pos-
sible, no matter how ly its reputation
may be. .

Every one who has dug up a potato
knows that when the tuber has finished
its irowth, all between it aud the parent
stalk dies. It the potato were to re-
main undisturbed till spring, frost and
other things of course uninjuring it,it
would push up from the piace where it
stood, and a new set of pomompth out,
and the space between them the ori-
ginal, get wider every year. So, year af-
ter year, there would be this comtinual
progression,—a wandering away from the
first centre, until in time the living plant
might be & mile away from the original
spot which gave it birth. Something of
this kind goes on in all herbaceous plants,
—a& part prog'euu, and a part dies eve
year. Itis for the want of this knowl-
edge that sc mauy friends lose these
plants. Though all herbaceous plants
move in some such manner, they do not
all go directly under ground, but make
bunchy stocks above ground. In their
naiive places of growth they manage to
get covered with decaying leaves from
the woods or shifting sands on the plains,
but ia cultivation nothing of this kind can
be naturally accomplished, and unless art
comes to aid the plants they soon die
away. An Auriculs, a Primrose, or a
Curnation, is a good illustration of this.
In the two former a new crown is formed
on the top of the old one, aud as the Jow-
er part in time dies away, unless new
earth is drawn up success with such
flowers will not be great. The best plan
is 10 take up aud replant every few years,
or cover the ranning parts above ground
with earth, so that they may have a
chance to gat new roots from the ad-
vauncing stocks. This is noticed here at
this season to show that earth is the na-
tural covering for herbaceous plants, and
therefore one of the surest ways of pre-
serving them safe through winter is to
draw earth over them. In the r)rin
they can be unearthed and then divi
and set a trifle deeper than before, which
is all they want. We are often asked
how to preserve Carnations, Chrysan-

themums, Pansies, Phloxes, Holliyhocks,

aud 90 forth, safe till spring. The prin-
ciples here Iaid down will explain the
practice.

Pampas Grass, Tritoma uvaria and
other half hardy things do much better
when left out all winter and protected.
The best protection is a dry-goods box
flled with leaves. My gﬂlh might

be saved in this way, and the increased
beauty of the ﬁhn“ would pay well for
the trouble. ese ugly boxes may be
objectiouable, but probably the time may
come when it will be thought worth while
to huve neat caves made expreasly for
them.

As s00n as the ground gets caked with
the first veal froat, her us plants
should be protected. Though hardy,
they will repay this extra care,—mostly
:natives of woods or grassy places in their
nativy state, they expect a covering of
leaves or dry grass. We find dry leaves
the best material for the purpose, a few
inchos is a sufficient dopth,—a little soil
heing thrown on to prevent the leaves
blowing away. Where such material is
not at hand, the common garden soil may
be drawn over them, as before recom-
mended. .

The planting of trees will continue to
engage our attention at every favorable
opportunity. Mauny prefer at this season
to remove trezs in the winter by the
“frogen ball” system. There is nothing
grined by this practice. To those unac-
quainted with this mode of plauting, we
may as well describe it. Just belore
froat is expected, a trench is dug aroqnd
8 tree a few fost from its base, leaving
the tree 20, that with & rope at the top,
it can be easily drawn over. A hole is
then dug for itin the situation desired.
When the “ball” has become frozen
through around the tres, it is removed to
the prepared hole; and, when a thaw
comes, the soil Slled in around it. We
have said there is nothing gained by it,
and there are many disadvantages. If
the tree has been removed a *time or
two” before, as most nursery trees have,
it will have an abundance of fibres near
the stem, and can be successfully remov-
ed without much regard to the “ ball of
earth,” either in fall or spring. If it has
never been removed before, that is a tree
growing naturally, it will have no fibres
| at its base, and 80 no « ball of earth” can
preserve them ; 30 that & tree which can
be moved successfully on this freesing
systew, can be as succemfully done with-
out it. The disadvantages of it are that it
exposes the injured roots for a long time
to the injorious action of the frost and
the elements, besides the frequency of the
‘operation being improperly done by
several attempts being made at its com-
pletion. We have given the syatema
fair trial, and have dove with it. The
wain object should be to preserve all the
roots possible with the tree, keep them
moist and preserve from injury, then go
ahead and don’t wait for frost.

FRUIT GARDEN.
Passing a froit stand in Philadelphis
this 6th. day of October, 1871, we ask the
rice of some tolerably fair Duchesse
Avgouleme Pears, and are %old that
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for twenty-five cents we may twke one
of thu coveted fruit away. As this would
probably make $20 per bushel, we could
not but reflect on the present phuze of
frait culture, aud what it ought to be, if
it was properly understood. ere have
hot been leas than 200,000 dwart pear
trees, with at least as many stundards, set
out on the average for each year, during
the past thirty years,—say twelve millions
of pear trees, aud yet to get a decent
Duchess pear in one of our piincipal cities
in October, we huve to pay 25 cents. We
know what some horticultural writer
would say,-~we know what some horti-
cultural editors have doue. They have
started the cry that pears are a fuilure;
that they will not do well in the climate
of the United States. What an absur-
dity! There is scarcely an old city in
the Union which cannot show its old pea.
trees annually loaded with ite fruits.
Throughout the whole of Pennsylvania
especiully, trees may be here aud there
soen which aonually bear until the
branches become quite recurved, like a
weeping willow, with the load of fruits.
Nine-tenths of the twelve millions are
probably dead ; but it was not the cli-
ronte which killed them. It was barbar-
ous modes of culture. and we expect when
our instructious are carefully followed for
their culture, pear growing will be found
one of the most remunerative of crops
Remember the rule-~keep the roots near
the sarface, and annually top dress. In
choooinf pear trees take those which
have a light uppf looking bark. Bark
bound thiugs will atand a year without
moving, If they are in this condition
any age will do well from a one or two
to & ten yeur old tree,~but generally a
two or three year old will do best. Shor-
ten half the wood at transplanting, and be
sure to have tke earth hammered tigh'ly
in. The heel and toe busivess makes but
poor work, a heavy hammer is best.

In choosing Dwarf Pears, select those
that have been budded cloce to the ground,
as when they are replanted tbe stocks
shoul@ &< buried an inch below the pear
scion, which prevents the attacks of the
quincs borer. Ifa long stem has to be
buried, the usual consequences of deep
plaating result, and do as much injury as
the quince borer. Also in choosing, se-

lect, it poesible, plants that have been”

. Taised from cuttings, for layered stocks
have almost always a long deep tap-look-
ing root, on which dwarf pears do not do
well. If we have to use such dwarfpear
trees, better shorten some of this long
trunk root before planting. Never plant
what appears to be the stem of & tree far
beneath the surface, under any circom-
stanoces, for disease will be most probably
an altimate consequence.

Apples, Quinces, and Plums should be
examined before froet eets in, and it any
borers have effeciad a lodgment—a jaok-

knife avd a strong piece of wire are all
the implements necessary; a man will
go over several hundred trees a day. It
is.a cheap way of preserving trees. If
many of the remedies proposed by cor-
respondents in our paper have been ried
and found effectual, such as tobuoco stems,
etc., there will be few borers to deal with
in the examiuatiou, but the best plan is
to put a piece nf paper round the stems,
tie, aud then gas-tar it.  This serves for
two years, and not ovly keeps olit the
insects, but is & safeguurd agdinst mice,
which are so apt to girdle trees under
the show in severe weather,

In cultivativg Raspberries on & large
scale, they do best in hills, as the culti:
vator keeps them from crowding each
other so much. For garden culture they
ave better in rows, the suckers to be kept
hoed out occasionally as they grow;
enough only being left that will be re-
quired for fruiting next year. Where
canes are required for new plantations,
of course a portion of the crop must be
sacrificed to the suckers.

Strawberries are much better when
protected through the winter, no matter
how “hardy” they may be. Verycoarse
strawy manure is the best material, which
can be raked off in early spring. A fow
inches is sufficient, just enough to keep
the sun off when frozen, which all our
readers know by this time is the chief
cause of Joss by frost.

VEGETABLE GARD"N,

It is little use to attempt to grow vege-
tables well, unless the soil is well trench-
ed. They may be and are grown on thin
soils, uot only at a great axpense for ma-
nure, and at a great risk of dying out in
a dry season, and of having the roots rot-
ted out in a wet one. In those parts
where the frost has not yet been severe
enough to injure the celery crop, it may
have aunother earthing up. Care must
be exercised in the operation not to let
the earth get into the hearts of the plants,
or they will be liable torot. Where the
plaut has evidently finished its growth
for the season, measures should be taken
to preserve it through the winter. For
family use, it is probably as well to let it
stay where it is growing, covering the
s0il with leaves, litter or-manure, to keep
out the froat, so that it cau be taken up
as wanted. Where lurge quantities are
required, it is better to tuke it up and
put in a smaller compass, still protecting
it in any way that may be readily acces-
aible. It always keeps best in the natu-
ral soil, where it is cool aad moist and
free from frost, and whatever mode of
proiection is resorted to, these facts should
be kept in view. Bests, turnips, and
other root crops, will also require protec-
tion. They are be-h divestod u:t;l their
foliage and in layers of ins
o0l cellar. P;Mm:p are best left int the

-

-tion to rest.

]

the soil ae long as possible. If any are
wanted for late spring use, tiiey muy be
left out to frecze in the soil, and will be
much improved thereby. Cubluge is
preserved in a varicty of wayss If u fow
dozen ouly, they may be hung up by the
roots in a cool ocellar, or buried in the
soil, heads downvard, to keep out the
rain, or laid on their sides as thickly as
they can be placed, nearly covered with
soil, and then completely covered with
corn stalks, litter, or any protecting ma-
terial. The main ohject in protecting all
these kinds of vegetubles is to prevent
their growth by keeping them as cool as
possible, and to preveut shrivelliug by
keeping them moist.

In making new vegetable gardens, a
south-east aspect should be chosen, as
far as practicable. Earliness in the crops
is & very great de-ideratum, and such an
aspect favors this poiut materially. Too
great a slope is objectionable, as inducing
too great & run of water in heavy rains.
The plots for the crops should be Jaid off
in squares or parallelograms, for conveni-
euce in digging, aud the edges of the
walks set with edging. If watercan be
intioduced, it is a great convenience,

Sometimes broccoli does not hend be-
fore there is danger of frosts, especially
if growing vigorously. If tuken up with
small bulls of earih, and set in & damp
cellar, they will still pe:fect themselves.

Asparagus beds, after the tops have
been cleared off, are better covered with
litter or stable manure. The plants
shoot easier for it next.season.

When the ground becomes frozen, or
no other work offers, preparation can al-
ways be made for advancing prospective
work when it arrives. Bean-poles may
be made ; and it the ends are charred,
and then dipped in coal tar, the common-
est material will be rendered nearly
equal to the best cedar.

HOT AND GREENHOUSE,

Plants stored away for the winter in
cold pits, require more care for the first
month or so than at any uther time
through the winter season. Many of
them have unripened shoots, or shed
maay of their leaves, and unless these be
cut off and remoaved, gangrene aud decay
commit distressing havoc.  Air should be
given at every opportunity, aud nothing
omitted that will, in any way, tend tw
harden the plants, and send vegeta-
No more water should be
given than just sufficient to prevent
withering, and temperature should be
kept as near 40° as possible, and every
chance taken to render the air about ihe
plants dry. When frost actually does
come, no farther care than protection
from its embraces will thea he required.
Plunts so hardened miay stay covered up
for weeks, without any light or air, and
securs from the slightest injury. Mics
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conatitute the most tronblesorco enciny
in a pit closed for any longth of time;
but we linve, as yet, found nothing botter
than ths recommendation given in back
volumes, namnely, to tuke peas and soak
them twenty-four hours in water, then
roll in arsenic and sow in & pot, as if in
the regulur way of sead-sovr'ng. A few
pots so prepared, should be pluced in the
pit before permunently closing up, The
mice usually make for inese pots at their
first entrance to the pits. 1If placed on
the 0il, they seem to guess your secret,
and will not “ bite.”

Plants in cellars need much the same
care as those in pit3, Avoid heat and
dampness ; frequently, however, plaunte
suffer in ocllars through getting too dry.
‘They should be looked over, at any rate,
ouce a month, aud & little water given,
if likely to become entirely dry.

Plants in windows and rooms usually
ruffer from excessive waterings,—very
dry air about them,~—too great a heat,
or too much shade. As much as possi-
ble, room plunts should be selected for
their indifference to these requirements.
Suocculents, such as Cnctuses, Mesem-
bryanthemume, Roclieas, Crassulas, Al-
oes, &c., care not how dry the room, but
they demand all the sunlight possible.
Camellias, Chinese FPrimrose, Azaleas,
Dicentra spectabillis, Polyanthuses, Vio-
lets, Hyacinths, &c., do not mind u little
thade; but they abhor a high tempera-
tare. Others again, while disliking heat,
want light; of these, are Calceolarins,
Cinerarias, Geraniums, Pelargoniums,
Pansies. Daisies, Tree Carnations, per-
petual blooming Pinks, Roses and the
like “ Leaf plants,” for the most part.
like a close, moist atmosphere, and a mod-
erate degree of heat to do well. For
these, glass partitions and closely glazed
cases are usually employed. A great er-
ror in the growth of plants in these cases,
is to suppose they require uo air. The
closeness is to secure a moist atmosphere,
not to exclude the air. Wheuever, there-
fore, the temperatare is ;ow, and little
evaporation poing oun, the opportunit
:ho‘sfd be scized to air the wpgo; a fev{
moments are sufficient. A very pretty
plant arrargement is made in pariors that
have bay windows; the whole window
may be closed off from the main part of
4he room by a sash, and filled with plants.
Some 7 n the floor.—some on shelves, and
some pendent from the roof. A
Jjot Jamp will be quite sufficient, with the
usual window shutters, to keep out frost
duriug the night or extra severe weather,
while the regular day temperature of the
room will suffice for that time. When
the gas is burning, provision should be
made for the admission of fresh air from
the room at the bottom of the case, and
far the ‘exit of consumed air at the top of
the ome. Thisis best accomplished by
« tube o and from the lamp. :

= S S amn -

It wust, however, he remarked that the
fumes of burning gas ie highly injurious
to vegetation, and any adaptation of heat-
ing by it will fail, wiless provision bo
mude to lead the fumes away. With this
precaution, gas lights in towue and where
it can be had cheaply, would be very use.
ful in heating small parlor plunt cubi-
nets.

To those who have. larger plant cabi-
nets or small conservatories, connections
with heaters or hot water from kitchen
ranges will suggest themselves, This ia
often done. © great error we have of-
ten noticed is, that the heat is Ind to the
back ouly, when it should be continued
right to the front or coldest part of the
house, ’

When heaters ave employed, the oxy-
gen of the air is usunlly defective, aud,
uesid>s, the air is very dry and ungenial
to healthy vegetation. Evaporating pans
~round the mouth of the air flues should
be used in such cases,—syringing done
at frequent intervals, and pure freeh air
given whenover a warm out-door spell
furnishes the opportunity.

The most critical season to these plants
is fust approaching. A very common ev-
ror, especially in houses heated by smoke
flues, is, to keep the temperature too high.
Unless the house bé heated by hot water,
a temperature of 530 will do perfectly well
‘The absorbent property of heatod bricks.
in flues, is so great, thut the excessive
waterings necessory to rep'ace the mois-
ture they absorl is more injurious to the
plunts than a moderately low tempera-
tare. In a house heated by hot water, a
temperature of 650 may be maintained
with advantage. The hou-e will be very
gay with Habrothamnus, Ce:trums, Be-
gonias, Pentas, Plumbagoes, and so on,
and the syringe must be kept in daily re-
quisition. It is highly advantagcous to
put a little sulphur, lime water, or soft
soap into the syringing water ocexsion-
ally, as the red spider, mealy bug, or
scale, respectively, may make their ap-
pearance; this, with a vigorous use of
one's eyes and fingers at times will keep
them pretty well in check. Orchides,
those of them which bloom on finishing
their growths, will begin to add consider-
ably to the attractions of the' hot-house.
Asany come into flower, they should have
less water at each time, but be watered
more frequently thau they have been ac-

£33 | customed to; & very slight “ dewing™ with

the syringe is all that is required, Heavy
waterings and high temaperature, together,
destroy more orchids than many wonld
dream of. Still atmospheric moisture
must be retained for them in any case,

It is said that in England, the extent o
Jand covered with trees has increased forty
e tron plantiog i cocpuraged mong T

wnd tree is enco smong
bolders by Iibe:ngl precaiums. .

-

CONDITION OF CROIPS IN THE

UNITED STATES.

The Monthly Report of the Department
of Agriculture, nt Washington, contains the
following acvount of the crops i~

The influenca of drought and of the un-
usually low temperature of September havo
been unfavorable to the vipening of feaits and
to the maturivg of corn and other crope. No
general or serious dan has resuited to
Sorn, & large portion of the crop bcmg well
advanced by the high temperature of Au-
gust before the recurrence of frost. ‘The
drought of midsummer has been alnost un-
broken iu the Weat up to the date of these re-
turns, interfuring greatly with the seeding of
winter grain, and with the germination and
growth of the areas which farimers have been
able to plant,

CORN.

In Maine and Vermont injuries from carly
frosts are reported, and in portions of thu
former State from grasshoppers. The other
New Evgland States indicate comparatively
ligh condition. On Lake Ontario au injuri-
ous frost is rccorded as early as the 21st of
September, and injuries from frost are indi-
eatod in Erie, Franklin, Patnam, Ulster, and
Wyonming, Insome of the Upper countics
of New Jorsey, and in the highlatuls of North-
cast Pennsylvania, the fodder is much dam-
aged, though the corn itself is too far al-
vauced for material injury. Inall the States
hetween New York and Virginia, condition
ave high. In Vieginia the best soils
woll cultivated are covered with superior
corn, and several countive report the best
crop in several yeurs; others have suffered
fron drouglt, as Clarke, where * many fields
will not make a_ bushel per acre,” while in
Albemarle ono farmer will harvest fifty bush-
¢ls per acre on 300 acres.  The crop has been
redieed in quantity and quality in the Caro-
linas by drought, mainly upon uplands of a
light ¢haracter. The bottourlands in Guor
gia have been flooded to an unusual extent
at various times, aud especially during the
great storms of August, and drought has

urched thin soils; otherwiss the crop would
ve been superior.  Siritar causes have re-
duced the yield in Alabaia, and drought has
wrought much damage.in Iisatippi and tho
more western Gulf States.  Arknusas is the
only Southern State that claims average con-
dition for this important crop. The increase
in area was #0 Jarge that & greater product
than that of last year may be expected in the
cotton belt.

In the West, Kentucky, Illinois, and Mi-
chigan, report reduced condition in conse-
uence of drought ; and while local damages
romi this cause appear in other Western
States, their average condition is high, anda
large crop is certain. Sowmc fields wero in-
Juved by frost in Northern Obio and Michi-
an on the 2ist September. The yieldin
isconsin and Minnesota will be heavy,
without injury from frost; and in Jowa, Ne-
braska, Kansas, and Missouri, another over-

flowing harvest of sound corn is assured.

The present condition, expresed as & per-
centage, 100 representing a good cropis as
fiollows: Above an average, New Hamp-
shire, 111; Massschueetts, loakkhodo sl
and, 101; Connecticut, 105; New Jersey,
102; ‘Delaware, 1083 d, 1033 Ar-.
-kasiops, 108; Mesouri, 112; Obio, 104 ; Wis-
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consin, 108; Minnesota, 110; Jows, 114;
Kansas, 1195 Nebraskn, 119,

WIIEAT,

The product of wheat, as caleulated from
. county catimates of our corrospondents, ap-
pears ‘01“},:0 about 7 per rccint. less t'lmn last
year. The percentages of Inat years' crop in
the scveral g&m arod as follows: Muine.%?;
New nmpehiive, 1065 Vermont, 94 ; Masea-
chusetts, 1043 Conuccticut, 1005 New York,
108; Now Jersey, 1255 Penneylvania, 128
Delaware, 1005 Maryland, 120; Virginia,
85 ; North Curoiim\, 65 ; South Carolina, 60;
Georgin, 663 Alabama, 71; Mississippi, 84}
Texan, 90; Arkansas, 853 Tennessce, GO
Weost Virginia, 103; Kentucky, 75; Mis-
souri, 1023 Illinois, 93 ; Indiana, 9035 Obhio,
99; Michigan, 110; Wisconsin, 903 Minne-
sota, 753 Jowa, 90 ; Kansas, 118; Nubraska,
96; California, 90 ; Oregon, 101. The qual-
-5y is gencrally superior. It is placed above
an avorage in all the Western States except
Kemuck{, Towa, and Nebraska. .

Drought and grasshoppers reduced the
yield materially in portions of Maine and Ver.
wont. Jn Albany county, New York, there
was Joss of early-sown wheat from weevil, but
in soveral of the best whuat-growing counties
of that Stato the bust vesult for several years
was obtained. A fine crop in quantity.and
quality is reported in Pennsylvania; in some
places where the straw was short the season
was favorable for heading well. The wheat
of the Southern States was considersbly in-
Jured by rust. Tne Tappabannock is_still
tho most reliable variety iu that section. One
correspotident in Tennessce (Sullivan Coun-
ty) reports that notwithstanding the general
fnilure of wheat, he was able 10 secure, upon
poor soil, 244 bushels per acre, by the appli-
cation of twenty two-horse loads of sheep
manure per acre. Yheat was greatly in-
jured in Kentucky by the frost of April 28,
and the severe drought which followed re-
duced still further both yield and quality.
Tle lowes in the West wore wnainly from in-
sects, slightly from winterkilling, and from
April frosts, and to some extent due to
drought which retarded growth and tillering.
Spring-wheat was in many places almost de-
stroyed by the chinch-bag.

The yield in Minnesota is greatly reduced.
Several counties report an average of only
eight bushels per acre. Disappointment is
expericoced in many places at the result in
thrashing. The depreciation in Iowa is esti-
mated at 10 percent. The chinch-bug was
especially injurious in the Northwest. The
product is large in  Kausas, notwithstanding
the destruction of spring-wheat by this pest.
In Doniphan County, fall.-wheat is unusually
heavy and of fine quality. averaging sixty-
thres pounds to the bushel and twenty-five
bushels per acre, but all;ring-wheat is s0 de-
stroyed by the chinch-bug 58 to be scarcely
worth harvesting. In Ne there will be
a large increase of fall sowing, as the result
of experience of the past. T (;3[»)0(‘ Ore-
gon is & good one ; one county k) reports
a product of half a million bushels. pe

OATS.

The product of oats will be about as large
as the crop of last year. The States produc-
ing more than 1870 are New Hampehire, Mae-
w Rbode Island, Conln%qﬁcut,‘igw

lisgiosippi, Arkansas, Indiana, Ohio,
Wisconsin, Jows wod Eanses. The w
in thy Esstern, Middle, and Wastern

is good.  Drought and grasshoppers cut short
tho cropin Maine. Theproductis largein New
Yurk, though not unitorm, some countivs re-
porting lews than last year,othersan ‘enormous
yicld. Tho harvest was shortencd in New
dursoy by dry weather early in the season,
and wet weather ivrior to harvesting; and
alw in rections of Vennsylvania, as in Berks,
where the weight is reported at 24 to 80
pounds to the bushel. Rust prevailed gener-
ally in the Southern States, and drought
wrought local injury. In Kentucky, bats is
the best grain crop.  In Illinois the product
is an avernge onc. In_Decatur, as in many
other countics, the crop is reported good, not-
withstanding the drought, and in Livingston,
as elsewhere, ¢ the yield is 40 to 50 bushels

v acro where not_injured by the chinch-

ug. In Lafiyette County, Wisconsin, is re-
ported ¢ tho finest crop of oats ever raised ;"
in soitie cases 95 bushiels per acre. In Mil-
wankee County, the White Schonen (distri-
buted by the Department of Agriculture)
“ ave 65 bushels per acre, the Norway
88} bushels.” In Muscatine County, Jowa,
the yicld is 40 to 75 bushels per acre. The
losscs from the chinch-bug were general in
Missouri, yot & nearly average crop is re-
ported; and Kansas has biﬁ defiance to
chinch-bugs, and claims an increase of 10 per
cent. over Jast year.

BARLEY.

ater than Jast year in
New Hampshive, Vermont. New York, Ohio,
Indiana, Wisconsin, Iows, Kansas, and Ore-
gon. The T‘mlity is above an average in all
of the Nuw England States, except Maine,
aud in New York, ‘Iennessce, Weet Virginia,
Ohio. Michigan, Wisconsin, Towa, Kansas,
und Oregon.  As a whole, the quality may
be said to be fully medium, and the quantity
very nearly an average.
BUCKWHEAT.

This crop is_comparatively a poor one, the
average condition being low in neatly all the
States. In Maine the grewth was large, and
blossotns abundant, but they did not fill. In
all the States north of Virginia and Kentue-
ky it was injured by the frosts of September
21 and 22, and in Southern Indiana and
Ohio by the frosts of the 29th and 30th Sep-
tember. Jn Des Moines County, Yowa, it was
s all killed by frost, September 21.” In Da-
kotn killing frost came as early as 12th of
S.e;;(tlember. Drought has also reduced the
yield.

The product is

POTATOES.

The potato crop is somewhat above an
average in the New England and Middle
States, Vermont and Delaws  constituting
the only exceptions; below an averagein
ne. y all the States of the South; a tlmt:r
yicld in Kentucky, Missouri, Illinois, and In-
diana. and a fine product in ths Northwest-
ern and Trans-Missouri States. Taken to-
gtber, the product of the couutry must fall

low an average.

PoupxiN Pize.—Pare the Pampkin,
then grate it, and add eugarand gingerto
taste, and milk enough to make it of the
proper consistency ; then line your pie-
tins with crust, put in your pumpkin and
bake in the ordinary way. After trying
this once, no one will, I think, wish to go
back to the old way of - making pies of
stewed pumpkin. ¢ :

WIIAT THEY SAY IN NEW BRUNS-
WICK.

L

Qur neighbours in New DBrunswick
think it odd that our Board of Agricul-
ture should have suddeuly found them-
selves “all in a mudile” and they are
At a loss to understand thie causes that led
to “the fix they were in.” We don't like
to cry over spilt milk, otherwise we
shiould be tempted to give our friends a
lucid explauation that woud be quite
satisfactory. All we wish to say is that
the Members of the Board had nothing
whatever to do with the action which led
to the co-called “ muddle” aud * the fix.”
The Colonsal Farmer, of Fredericton,
sAyS i—

The Nova Scotian Board of Agriculture has
had a special meeting. An act was
last yeur by the Logislature of that Province
amending the Agricultural Act, and the legal
eflect of the amendment was found to be to
abolish the then existing Board, with:out ma-
king any provision for carrying on the busi-
ness untill 2 new Board could be organized.
They were therufore all in & muddie, and
special meeting was sumnoned at which Sir
W. Young and other prominent individuale
were present, and many were the expressions
of regret at the fix they were in. Howaever,
after talking the matter over, a deputation
was appointed to wait upon ths Government,
to tee what could be done under the circum-
stances. The result was that the Govern-
ment requested that the secretaries of local
Societies be called upon to elect delegates 0
that countics may be represented at the Cen-
Board, when the n Government
appointmunts would be made. In the meantime
it was ordered that the old Board continue to
exercisp the powers and functions of a Cen-
tral Board until the new Board could be or-
ganized under the Act of 1871, 1t is eaid
that had not this conclusion been arrived at,
the Societics would have suffered much in-
convenience and loss. .

SHORT HORN HEADS.

Lovely as are the heads of the females,
many bgils of the Bates blood are anything
but good in this respect. There is an effim-
nacy in some of the sort which looks as if per-
severance in one particular Jine had been car-
ried too far, and nothing tells more of any
such too close consanguinity than a feeble,
weak, ¢ pretty,” head. You see it alike in
man and beast. And yet you cannot of
course, always “ breed beads.” With al the
attention paid to this point at Warlaby, by
far the worst “ place™ about the celebrated
prize bull, Commander-in-Chief, was his head,
and this was 50 bad as to mainly accouat for
l:‘:e;?r havi thamb?il‘wlz'in It dwu more
t of a steer than a bull, plain and common,
onable horn. On the other

with an un
Mr. whatever may have come
of it afterwaids, eviduntly attached due im-
A
is once buying & ata %
Elot‘ tbbehuluyvl:r‘m any more of the
ani an
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wash out, is the blnck or smntty nose, as held
to be too sure a sigu of bad blood or impurivy
in a closo or moy rewots degree. But
there is no telling how or when you wmay
throw back to a crose, and Collings crossed
with the Kyloe, whilu there were * unsus.
peted jumps in the dark,” that are, novertha-
uss, very miuch matters of history. Purhaps
no animrl of any repute was cver credited
with so many bluck noees as & well-known
Northern ¢ Duke,” and there are tribes inde-
scent from him which throw black noses to
this day. Theru is, however, a difference be-
tween a thorough smutty nose, and one which
is only dark in patches, of which Mr. Paw.
lett’s prize bull, Baron Warlaby, is a ver
recent exmmple.  Many maintain that this
was not & stnugty nose in the true aceeptation
of the term, and so one set of judges would
pass him, and another beneh set him aside.
Atthe Manchester meeting of the Royal
Agricultural Socicty they ordeved Lim out,
and at the Oxford ineeting they awarded him
a prize.  According to Mr. Wright—in
1846—* There are wany well-hred ~Short-
horns with dark murzles.  This hzs been con-
sidered by wany to be a recent _introduction
through some inferior cross; but, without
dunying that, let it not be forgotten that some
of the early Shorthorns were not entirely free
from it, although not very common, but the
sire of Foljambe could not boast of much de-
Jicacy there.” When, somewhere about -the
beginning of the present. century, Mr, Thos.
Booth was showing his Shorthorn herd to a
neighbour, the other objected to what he
called their raw noses— in his day the stock
was neexly all black nosed, and he never
knew a raw-nosed cow that was not delicate.”
It must be remembered that this was the word
of & Yorkshire farmer, as uttered in the dis-
trict from_which the best Shorthorns have
sprunﬁ. Early maturity or quick feeding is
the chief recommendation of a Shorthorn;
and ¢0 when we look one in the face we must
bear in mind that what we want is, as Mr.
Carr puts it, * a placidity and composure of
1ind, & phlegmatic disposition, sug
fattening propeusity.’ * In fact, & frisky Short-
horn should be something of an anomaly.
Not so the Devon. 1 should myself have a
fancy for a certain wildness or boldness in the
head of & pure North Devon ; and when Cap-
tain Davy says this should in many points re-
semble the kead of the deer, he scem to we
to have very happily illustrated his subject.
*There is, of course, no surer tell-tale to this
beautiful breed of animals than the blood-like
head and lively look, as one wmay often dis-
tinguish in this way the little “native” gen-
tleman from his commoner, heavier-counten-
anced cousin, born and bred on the fat lands
of Somervet. With such a description apt to
my hand, it would he worse than idle to at-
tempt any other than that I have from Cap-
tain Davy i The kead should be small, with
a broad indented forchead, tapering consider-
ably towards the nostrils; the nose of a
creamy white; the jaws clean, and free from
flesh ; the eye bright, lively, and prominent,
encircled by a deep o loured ring;
the n:ln thin :l the X xl‘ins of ge cow loug,
! ng, an cefully turned up, tapering
oﬁ'towantgk the%?d; in fact, the p,nepr:l a-
pect of the head should in many points re-
semble that of the deer. At the same time
the expression must be gentle and intelligent
The hoins of the bull are thickerset and more
alightly curved, or in some instances standing
" out nearly square, with only a slight inclina-

tive of |

tion upwards. Fault has been found with
the length ot the born of the Devon as being
disproportionate, and we have been recoe
mended to get them more like thoee of the
Shorthorn s but T hope, and indeed fiel sure,
that our breeders will never consent to give
up one of the grandest characteristics of their
breed.”

Hore, ngain, wo have the vaw aoee, nas the
old Northern favmer contempeiously called
it, and here, too, precisely tho samu sort of
discussion crops up.—* A black, or cven
spotted, nose 1s very much disliked, and n calf
#0 warked is never kupt by the best breeders,
Now the wild cattle in Cinllinghamn Park are
of & creamy white colour,with black muzzels;
may not the appearance at rare intervals of
these black muzzles, and also of the white of
which I have already spoken, be additional
proofs, if any be wanting, that the Devons
were originully descended from the will cat-
tlo which were natives of theso islands. 1
never heard these marks accounted for.
J ud§ing from the rude state of agriculture
until, we may say, within the last 200 years,
1t is just possibly that our ancestors were not
so fastidious about the colour of the nosc as
we have since bucome, and did not object to
breed from an animal with a black muzzle.”

So says Captain Davy, and his theory is
well put; but still it is not so clear why we
should be so fustidious in preferring a white
nose to a black. The Shorthorn breeders
say the smut comes originally from a croes,
although this would seem to be something of
a hypothesis at best. Cun the cause of a
black noee be further shown by any accom-
panying want of style or quality—in a word,
does its appearance necessarily imply* an in-
ferior animal in other respects? In support
of my own theory, I am glad to say that some
of the best anid most successful Devons T have
ever scen have had the handsomest heads,
and I nced but name Mr. James Davy's
Temptrese family to recall their fine deerlike
character, telling as truly of their lineage as
the longest pedigeee in the Herd Book.

The mottle-faced Hereford is fast going out
of fashion. Few people would object to buy-
ing a good mottle-faced cow, but no breeder
of note would care to rear a bull thus mark-
ed, as be might be difficult to sell, for un-
doubtedly tﬁe white faces are now all the
fashion. A well-known judge and breeder
tells me that, beyond the colour of the face,
and the length and straightness of the horn,
the good points in & Heceford bull's head can-
not differ much from those to be appreciated
in other breeds. While, however, the horn
of the bull runs straight and level from the
poll, those of the cow and ox gradually curve
upwards. The cye of the-male should be
rather lively than otherwise, and that of the
cow conveying precisely the same calty, com-
fortable, good-tempered Jook whichIhave al-
ready identified with ‘the Shorthorn. The
face should be of & beautiful clean white in
colour, backed by a rich red, more especiall
in the bull ; the horn aiso white or light yel-
low, occasionally tipped with black, and the
nose white ; although here, again, we have
the evil of black nosee, which come, it is said,
more frequently in Herefords than in any
other breed of cattle. The head should cer~
tainly not be small in proportion to the other
parts, as, in fact, a head either Jarge or small
out of proportion, is simply a deformity in
any animal. A really good head must have
a certain and breadth, to which sucka
phrase as can never reach. Mr.

Sinythics has favoured mo with n mensure
went of the head of Governess, & choice
Hercford cow, the proporty of Mr. Green, of
Marlow ;—
Inches.

Jangth of facieceseerscaansscecces B}

Between eyes,.oveies sievsevcasonsddd

Round 1088 oy eciivinneriveseeacss 30

Length of homs. ceieveresscerncese 0

Width of horns from tip to tip.,.o.... 374

1t is said that Professor Owen, if you give
him only the thigh-bone of some antediluvian
créature, will work up the frame of’ a perfect
monster, and with these dimensions he coull,
no doubt, fushion out a model Hereford.
Governess, however, was altogether on a
larger seale than the animals now exhibited,
which are neater and finer, as no doubt but
fow hicads would measure against her.  One
of the kindest heads 1 ever saw on & Here-
jord cow was that of Stately 2d, the ﬁroperty
of Mr. Evans, of Swanetone, though she nover
did quite so well in public as might bave been
expected ; but—
¢ If to her share some trifling errora fall,
Look in her face and you'll forget them «ll."

The champion Hereford bull of his day, on
tho contrary, beging with a somewhat suean,
smal| head ; whercas there should be some-
thing very noble in the bead of a white-face,
when seen at his best. .

There is no animal which tells more of high
breeding than an Alderney, or yather, a Jer-
sey-born cow. There is a refined uir and
carringe, a certainly comely * presence,”
which would forbid all thoughts of the butch-
er, and never carry one’s appetite beyond &
gyllzbub on thin bread-and-butter. A Short-
horn bears * beefsteaks” on his very visnge,
whereas we shudder at the notion of cutting
prime pieces out of old Daflodil, or of putting
a round of Nora Creina in salt. It would be
worse than killing and eating tho pet lamb,
let alone the question of Daffodil ever posses-
sing any primo beef; while Nora, more pal-
nably,- being all angles,.can bave no rounds.
No—the head and beaming eye of the Alder-
ney speak again of her purpose, of rich cream
aud yellow butter; but the charm here is all
on the cow'’s side. Beyond a peculiar, wild,
wicked eye there is not much to admire in the
head of an Alderney bull, and even the cows
lose much of their graceful character when
bred away from their native isle. In the
Jersey scale of 36 points for a perfect cow or
heifer, one cach is allowed for the following
excellencies :—¢* Head, small, fine, and taper-
ing; check small; throat cluan ; muzzle fine,
and encireled by a light eolour; nostrils high
and open; horns smooth, crumpled, not too
thick at base, and tapering ; ears small and
thin (one point), of a deep orange colour
within (one point} ; eye full and placid.”
‘The eye of the bull ust be lively and his
horn tipped with black, but beyond thesi the

ints are souch the same. Mr. Dumbrell, of
B)i'tchlin , who has the largest herd of Alder-
neys in the kingdom, has thus sketched the
head for me:— The horus should be fine,
tapering, and crumpled, cowing ievel from
the head, and not turned up. The ears large,
plentifully fringed with fine silky hair, with
the inside skin of the ear of a deep rich orange
eolour, and the hair betwenn the horns fine.
The eyes, placed wide apart, should be large,

inent, bright, and intelligent; the fore-
b v, dcremad i e o e
¢! ne, and very: tapering to nostrils,
which ahould be Jurge, and tﬁe muzzle blsck,
edged with tan. head iteelf should be
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tlistinguished by & certain unmistakablo evi-
denco of good breeding, which is readily re-
cognisable, but not so easily put upon paper”
The Jersey Society goces on to distribute the
other points over the back, the barrel, legs,
and so forth ; but if weput down 13 points
for the head, and 10 for the udder, leaving
the other 11 for guneral appearance, we
should arrive at a tolerably accurate, if not
soclaborate, an catimate of an Alderney,
which, after all, you must judge wsinly fore
and aft. I cannot believe in any man ente
ing & ring with a pencil in his hand and care-
fully entering one point for this, another for
that, until he had proved a very pretty little
sum in simple addition. He would surely
“ bother” himeelf during thut somewhat tedi-
ous procees.®

Mr. M'Combie, again, speaking of couse
of his much-beloved Blackpolls, says:— A

rfect breeding or feeding animal should

ave a fine expreasion of countenance; I
could point it out, but it is difficult to de-
scribe upon paper. It should be mild, surene,
aud expressive. Heshould have a small, well
put on head, prominent eye, with a clean
muzzle. Thick legs, thick tail, sunken eyes,
and deep necks, with thick skin and ‘brstly
hair, always lpofnt, to sluggish feeders” Some
rears since I' was at a meeting of the High-

nd Society at Aberdeen, when ratheragood
atoert about as to the heads of these famous
Yolis. Some philanthrophists from Paris were
present, and so struck were thuy with the
AberJeonshire cattle, that they offered on the®
part of some French humane society, an extra
medal for the best hull, the improssion being
that an animal without horns could do Iittle
injury either to the herd or herdsmau.
\\;hcrens the Foll has, in “ fancy” parlance,
rather & fighting mug of his own,” as often
enough, like bulls of ather breeds, s bit of
temper, and with that hard bullet-Liead of his
he will at times butt away like a nigger.
However, the medal was duly awarded, and
the French embassy returned, no doubt able
to report thatit had discovered a breed of
cattle which must bave flourished in Arcadia
in the Golden Age—so gentle, so mild, and
80 harmleis,

Let us look to another kind of Scotch
cattle, and what would the West Highlander
be without his head? The butcher will sa
in answer—* the very best beef”—but wit
his head all bis character is gone.  There isa
wild grandeur, Ihad aimost said majesty,
about the head of the Highlander, that should
count up very fastin any scale of his points, as
perhaps no other animal shows in this respect
such nsignia of Nature's nobility. You may
read of his Highland home in his clear bright
eye, bis magnificent horn, and his rough, but
right royal coat. And the Southron would
seem to have a deal still to learn in this way,
for at the Smithfield Club Show of 1869, the
Jjudges selected as the best Highland ox un
animal with an ug{{ “cowy™ - Ayrshire
head, that was, no doubt, A mongrel; and a

® Since writing this, I have heard an amusing
story il;})olnt. A scale bad been settled for certatia
breeds of sporting dogs, and at one of the shows the
Judites, after having awatded the premiums in a
class, went on to prove their decisions by the new
system. They accordingly noted down” so many
gﬁnu for the head of the first prize ) 90 MARY

v his tall, s0 many for style, and go forth: and
they to the second and third

aferthe same fashion, The several totals
were then carfully counted up, when It was found
that each of these three dogs had precisely the same
number of points in his favour!

now class hiad straightway to be instituted, in
order to avoild such awkward “ findings” for the
future.—Bath and West of England Society’s
Journal.

THE INDUSTRIAL CLASSES OF
EUROPE.

The surplus lsbour of the old countries
of Europs and Asia is flowing out in
coutinuous streams to the uttermost ends
of tho earth. Old country govetnments
feel it to be their duty to muke known to
their peoples the advantages and divad-
vantages of the various countries avail-
able for emigration,and the goveraments
of new countries lacking in population
feel it to be their interest to set forth the
capabilities and resources of their unoc-
cupied lands, mines and fisieries. There
has recently been issued, in the form of a
Biue Book, s series of “ Reports from
Her Majesty’s Diplomatic and .Consular

. Agents abroad respecting the condition of

the Industrial Classes und the Purchase
Power of Mouey in Foreign countries.”
The followirg abstract of, or rather selec-
tion from, these Reports is copied from
the Literary World :—

At horie we have an immense commu-
nity overstocking the labour market here
—jostling, and pressing, and kaocking
each other in the rough scramble for ex-
istence and daily bread. Is there profit-
able remuneration for them abroad? It
80, what particular class of labour is re-

uired ? Why should notthe Agent of the
vernment send home reports on such
matters? Such was the first idea which
suggested iteelf to the late Earlof Claren-
don, and s truly excellent one, and well
was it carried out. A second seriesof re-
ports has been published still more =atis-
factory than the firat. ¢ It has been pointed
out to me,” wrote his lordship ir Juue,
1870, “that the value of the information
obtained would be much increased if parti-
culars were given geunerally—(1) in re-
gard to the purchase power of money in
foreign countries as compared with Eng-
land ; (2) in regard to matters connected
with the preservation of health; and (8)
in regard to the quality of work executed
in the several departments of labour.”
QOu all these matters fall particulsrs are
given in this asecond series, to which we
invite the attention of the reader. The
saries of reports of which this is one, pro-
mises to be one of the most useful ever

published by ~-= Government for the be--

nefit of its people. It has, of couras, its
drawbacks, or it would not have been a
Government blue—book. It contains
pagos and pages of statistios of no eactuly
interest to any humun soul. For instance,
how cua it be & matter of conoern to any
shat in 1863 butter was selling in Prus-
sia at ninepence farthing per pound, in
Pomerania at tenpenco farthing, in Sile-

sis at ninepsnce lulfpgnny, in Saxony at

tonpencoe halfpenny, in Westphalia at
ninepence farthing, in the Rhineland at
tenpence farthing, and in the Monarchy
at ninepence three-furthings, and that in
that year the difference between the
highest and lowest prices actually amount-
ed to one peuny three-farthings! Yet
we have four prges devoted to such figures
in & tabular form. Again, under the
head of Spain, we have pages devoted to
such matters as the following :—* Of the
rogistration of proprietors, and of their
titles to slave property, and thie declar-
ations and notices to be made before the
magistrates ; on the education. ho.a civil
and Christian, that owners should give to
their alaves; of their victualiing and
clothing ; of the employment of slaves,”
aud g0 on. And this is the more absurd
as the cousul who draws up this report of
Puerto Rico honeatly confesses that there
is nothing in the place to induce the Bri-
tish artizan or Jabourer to emigrate there.
If ho worked in the fields in that climate
he would be dead in less than three
months ; and if his work was indoors, the
jealousy of the natives, the demora)inin{
examples around, the absencs of al
means of educating his children, the fact
that he would have to make a profession
of the Romsn Catholic religion, &c,
would soon deive him away.

The chief merit of this volume is that
it gives a complete and comparative view
of the state of the labour market in all
tho countries of which it treats. An ad-
ditional recommendation of it consists in
the fuct that these reports are official,—
by men who write, not from hearsay, or
from passing impressions or hasty glanc-
es, but from a knowledge the result of
long vesidence in the countries and
amongst the people of whom they write.
Mr. Xdward Herris apparently is an ex-
ception. He writes from Florence—*In
couclusion, I take the liberty of remark-
iuy that never having lived among arti-
zang, I can speak of their maupors and
customs only from hearsay. 1 am proba-
bly no better acquainted with the mode
of existence of an average workman than
an averge workman is with mine, and I
caunot help thinking that if an average
workman were obliged to give an account
of my habits, occnpution, income, and ex-
peuditure, the statistics furnished by him
would be strangely incorrect” Yet Mr.
Herries’ coutribution is by no means the
least valuablé of the lot. It issomething
to bave the Government make these in-
quiries. Hitherto the emigrant has bedh
at the mercy of any charlatan or interest-
edindividual who has an interest in di-
recting to apy perticular part of the
world s stream of British emigration.
Multitudes have thus been lod to wretch-
odness,—a fate from which these reports
may save them: They will learn that
it is better often to bear the ills they
have, than to fly to those they know not
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of. They will leavns where there is a de.
mand for Inbour, and what is tho class of
Inbour requited, and they will learn the
charneter of the work done by foreign
workman, wud the kind of mon with
whom they may be oxpected to competo
in the markets of the world,

THR RENGLISIT AND THE BELOIAN LA-
ROURER.

The working man here is neither high-
Iy puid nor fed, amd porhaps theso two
canses, combined with the chenpuess of
spivitwous liguors, may contribute in &
measurs to keep him in a position of in-
feriority in comparison with the Euglish
avtisnn,  Itappeats nstonishing, however,
that « workmun should, despite these
drawbucks, not only muintaiu himselt and
family decemly, but even suve woney,
and occasivmnlly buy the cottage he lives
in out of his suvings. Yet such is the
fact, and the seeret scems to lioin the
habits of strict economy and thrift prac.
tised by the artisan. In this country,
too, e marries much luter in lifo than
the English workman, and,ufter marringe,
his wife and children are expected to con-
tribute their share in gaining a livelihood.

Provisious, agnin, are procured in the
cheapest possible manner. The artisan
in most cases, particolurly if he lives in
the suburbs of the town, hires a piece of
land ut about 1s. per Flemish rood, equal
to about 400 aquare feat; this he plants
with the swall potatoes remaining over
fram the previous year's supply, increased
by the purchasc of a fow additional sets;
wud though it might be supposed that the
smullniss of the scts would yield only
s0TTy results, yet by dint of hand labour
in the mornings and evenings, bv the
artisan, himself. and his fawily, and by
the judicious applicition of liquid manure
from the tank-—withoue which no work-
ing man's establishment is complete—a
fair crop is ohtained, sufficient in quanti-
ty for the use of the family during the
winter. It not uncommonly happens
that he has « surpius, the sale of which
realises enough to pay his house-rent.
He also obtaius a second crop of vegeta-
ables from the ground, and it is no exag-
geraticn to say that he does uot allow an
tnch of his mininture furm to remain uun-
productive.

Thus the Belgian artisan manages to
live, and xhonglﬁus pay and his food are
inferior to those of the English work-
man, yet his life is, in some respects, a
legs laborious one; his wauts are tew,
and those wants are easily satisfied.

BELGIAX WOREMEN'S DECORATIONS.

The word * decoration” does not at
once convey to the Euglish reader the
idea implied by the same word in French,
and yet it is not easy otherwise to de-
scribe the badge of distinction (worn ex-
ternally like the star of an order of
kuighthood), which was instituted in Bel-

gitm in the year 1847 as a speeind mode

of rowarding <kilful and meritorions artis §

sans,  According to the Roynl Deerco
establishing this jutustrini order, us it
might be termed (+ Décoration ouvridre™)
it wus intended to be exclusively coufers
red upon workmen and artizans “of re-
cognised abiliy aud ireepronchinble cons
duet,” but subsequent decrees oxtended
its use to porsous emplosed in ngricultu.
ral prvsuite, und fu the tisheries, the or-
der being divided iuto two clusses, the
firat imited to 500, the secound to 1,200
persons. ‘Those who liave obtained this
honourable distinction are eutitted to
wear the * decorntion” nttached by o tri

colonr ribhon (the nationul* colours) on
the Joft breast. It consists in an oblong
bndgeo of elegant workmanship of goll tor
the first cluss, and silver for the second,
relioved by & horder of blue enamel ard
surmounted by acrown, and forms, at-
meched to ita ribbon, a handsome orna-
mont. It is accompanied by an artistical-
ly engraved diploma, sctting forth the
nnme, oceapation, anl qualifications of
the recipent, tho ssme heing usually
feamed and huug in & conspicuous pluce
in the artisan’s dwelling,  These decora-
twous, which are greatly prized by work.
iug men, have hnd the two-fold effect of
exciting as a stimulus to exertion ou ths
part of the artisaus aud of benefiting the
masters by inducing yood workmen to ve-
umin steadily in the snme employ, thedis-
tinction boing generally grauted own the
recommendation of the employers, and
being looked upon as & reward for long
aund faithfu) services, as well as for good
conduct and approved ability. The way
in which they are usually obtained is the
following : the employor or master ad-
dresses a request to the municipal autlio-
rities. enumerating the particular cluims
of the candidate. The application, if
favourably entertained at the Town Hall,
is then transmitted to the Commissary of
Police of the district in which the actisan
resiles, for his support as to the character
and conduct of the applicant.  Both must
be excellent to afford a chanco of success,
one of the conditions invariably tusisted
upen being that ¢he children of the clnim-
ant regularly attend school. After un-
dergoing this ordeal the application is
submitted to the Minister of the Interior,
upon whose recommendation the decora-
tion is conferred by a special decree
signed by the Kiung.

Thae following is a list and deseription
of the working men who have recently
recrived the decoration of the second cluss
extracted from the “ Précurseur” news-
paper of the 28th of September, 1870 ;*

£. Jucobr, unmarried, 53 years of age,
carpenter, bas be-n for over forty vears
in the employ of 3. Bex, timber merch-

* The firet class medal is, as a rule, conferred on-
Iy upoa those who have previously obtained the
m’ ‘d d“ ~ .

ant and contractor, =% Antwerp, Heisn
very able workwuun, aud has shown speci-
nl skill in the construcetion of doors, win-
dow frames, aud wooldswo k generally.

C. Vun Qitel, married, 62 years old,
corpentar.  Vun Offel has beon also for
thirty-uine years in the employ of M.
Bex, aud is innodegroo inferior to Jucobs
i point of ability and conduct.

A. Moreels, warried, aged 44, working
Joweller.  Morecls has been coustautly
ewployed in the workshop of M. Dande-
loye, jowellor, at Auntwerp, where ho
sorved lis appronticeship,  He hias been
foroman to the estublishment for over
twenty years to the outire satisfaction of
hils employer, who is lappy to testify to
the ability and good conduct of his assis-
tunt,

1L Plato, widowar,. aged 41, cabinet-
wnker.  Plate has been for twonty-five
yeurs, in the eatablishiment of M. Colpyn,
and hug, wcording to the declaration of
his employer, shown particular skill and
taste in the ornamental brauches of the
trade. o is highly inventive and intel-
ligent ns u workmun, und is of irreproach-
able character.

J. Coustenople, warried, 55 years of
age, wattrass-akor. Coustenople hns
been employed sinco 1837 by the Com-
pany for constructing beds for the arny,
He is a zealous, able, and well-conducted
workman.

STATE OF LABOUR IN CHARENTE.

The workiug classes generally in the
Charente Iuférieure are in comlortable
circumstances ; poverty,accompanied with
distress, is almost unknown amongst
them; where it does exist it is usually
traceable either to the fault of the indi-
viduul or to his mis’ortunes, such as long
illness 3 it warely, except in cases of
wmarked improvidence, arises from inabi-
lity to obtnin employment and remune-
rative wages. ‘The artisans and work-
men are, us arule, honest, steady, provi-
dent, and remarkably abstemious and
sober; and this observation applies with
equal force to the workpeople of both
sexcs.

‘I'here is an absence of that strong se-
paration between clusses which exisis in
England and in various other countries;
and this levelling upveards of the differ-
ent classes, whilst it may have the eflect
of depressing in sentimens and character
those of higher rank, has a perceptible
iufluence in givinrg to the lower classes
au independeuce of character aud amouut
of gelf-reliance which, though not without
draw-backs, raises them in the social
'scale, and by the coufidence it creates,
materially assists their efforts to better
thair position. It i thus that, in most
branches of ewploywent, it is rather the
cmployed than the employer who regu-
lates the rates’of wages; sometimes the
employed cousiders that he is conferring,
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not receiving, n fuvour, when he nceepts
bourd, lodging, and fuir wages from an
employer who wilbuecessarll derive pro-
fit from his work; this feeling is vathor
encovraged by the circumstance thut iv
many lines of Dhusiness but & slight di
tinction, oxcept in finaucinl und genor
suporintendence, s maintained between
omployers and employed ; they dino to-
gethier, work toguber, and the employed
i some meusuro controls the work with
which he is ontrusted,

The goneral couditions of labonr and
soctul commnnion huve therefure tho ten-
dency to diminish the lush distinctions
between muster and survant, cauxe the
Iatter to huve mora pride in his work and
n stronger feeling of  responsibilty 3 and
it muy be saitd with justico that the
French workmuu, not only in the mnount
aud quality of his work, but in the honest
desire that it should be ereditable 1o him,
cun be fuvaurully coempured with the
workmun of uny other country.

FRENCH ECONOMY.

Compazing, in a general manner, the
purchuse power of wages in the Charente
Iuférieure with the purchase power of
equnl wages in England, but little differ-
cnce is to bhe noticed; in this district
some of the necessaries of life are dearer,
others chenper than in England, and the
cconomieg which may he effected, or the
comforts obtnined, on a given amount of
wages, will very mueh depend on the
character or providence of the individuul
coucerned s but, in order to form a just
apprecintion of this question, & markerd
distinetion must e druwn hetween what
the Euglish workman aud the French
workmisu esteems to he the necessaries
of life. The French, from their extreme
moderation in  food, their economienl
mode of dress, their sobriety, uml provi-
dence, are able to live cheaper than a
British workmun would contently do s
and muny things which an English work-
man would consider as indispensable ne-
cessaries, 8 Frenchman of the same cluss
would } ok upon as useless luxuries ; and
thorefore French workmen are often
found to save yeatly a respectable portion
upon wages which would barely bo found
sufficient for the muintenance of a British
workaien in the same position, The

system of saving and economy has also a |.

beneficiul effect on the French workman,
by giving him hope in the future, and en-
abling him, year by year, to make smail
invertments which, accumulating, permit
him in time to change and improve his
position. Cases have constantly come
under my not ce where French workmen
have agreed to purchnse interests in lands
or- houses on the condition of paying
small instalments out of their earnings
spread over a series of - years. Artisans
and others are also continuully found who,
having purchased & farm or strip of vine-

yard (n contingeney to which all seem to
look forward), whenever misfortuna he-

all delay by finding freah hands.  Lhen
it fullows that the workmnn, annoyed

fulls thens wee not ashatned to veturn to | at secing others staud in tha vay of the
their former occupntious, un il they have | success of his movement, very ofton re-
cenrned a sutficiency to recommenco fume- | sorts te viclence agninst thoke who have

ing or other affuirs on their own account,
with hetter prospects of success. The
British workieg man might, with advaut-
ngo, emuute those exumples which ure
hers fouud to elevate the charnctor of
the working cliss, and lead to thelr con-
tentwent and prosperity.

GREKCYE. AND ITALY,

I'rom Greece wo learn, us is evident
from the state of the country,the Grecks
aro not much inclived to hid work, hut
rther to headeraft.  ‘Fhey speculato in-
stead, their object being to g+in ns much
money as possible in the shortest space
of time, nnd with the lenst possible bodily
exertion,  Tho Italian operatives on the
wholo have a good character,  In Tus-
cuny the principnl of admitting the per-
sons omployed to somo participation in
the profits of their employers lias heen
adopted  with success. In North Ttaly
there nte many co-operative socictics.
From Rome we learn

HOW TO MAKE A FINE VOICH.

The very fina “quality of the Roman
voices is nttributed to the eustom of the
mothers swaddling their bubies, and when
tho mothers ure employed ont of doors
the bahy is suspended from its hack ton
nail in the wall and allowed to ery for
several hours together, which continued
uct of crying exercises and forms the
vocal organs in an extraordinary way.

A DUTCH REPORT ON STRIKES.

T have spoken of the Report drawnup
by a mixed committee of working men
and employers of lubour at Arnheim to
study the question of the rate of wages
in connection with & mechanic’s necessa-
ry expenses, and I stated the result at
which they hud arrived. It may not be
aniiss, in counection with the suhject of
which I have been speaking to close
these few observations by naming the
meusures. which the Committee recom-
med for adoption in order to bring the
income and the expenditureof the artisan
intc harmony in the way most accordant
with justize and order.

The Committee begin by deprecating
the idea of resorting to any but perfectly
legitimate measures for the attainment of
the ohject in view. Alluding to the
means so rapidly resorted to in other
countries, they write :—

“ A strike, even though it be on a
grand scale, does not have the effect of
meking the workmau less dependent, for
it does not tend to promote a good under-
standing between masters and men; but,
above all, it misses its aim, inasmuch as
the master, -having capital, .can affurd to
await the end of the strike, or can avoid

supplanted him, or even to the destrue-
tion of his emploser’s property 3 1, e., of
that eapital out of which his  wu lubour
is to be paids At this point he comes ine
to collision with the public autbority,
which represses overy nct of violence, I
it happens dat e has remained 1 enln
spuctitor, ho sees aftor o time that his
strike hus heon ineflectual, and, foreed by
veed, returns to his work on the sume or
on senreely  bettor terms than beforo ;
then in his veturn, all the hard. ¢ for him,
his dependence on his employer’s eapitnd
is thu same, and long does he feel in lis
lhouseholil thie results of the weeks during
which he continued to consume while he
censed to enrn”

The Committee then state that they
would recommend two methods which,
together. would have the effect of bring-
ing the workinnn’s wages into proportion
with his expenses 3 that is to say, they
would recommend a direct and au indi-
rect increaso of winges.

The diract incrense they propose to
effect by amicable arrangement with, the
masters, who should be invited to follow
an example resently <et by oune of their
own number, and make a goneral advauce
of 1 cent (}d.) per hour to begin with,
issning & circulur or a notification to all
their hands to that effect.

The indrect incrense they sny can bo
nccomplished in two ways: the oue by
the lowering of prices through the estab-
lishment of co-operative stores ; and the
other by the acquirement of greater dex-
terity in the performance of work. Dwei-
ling on the second of these two methods,
they say :— ’

“The reason that all wages are not
alike is because all Jubour is not equally
produc ive. The man who works better
than his neighbour will bo better paid.
The reward of Iubour is in constant pro-
portion to its power. By how much the
power is greater, by so much will the
productiveness of the labour be greater,
und the workman be better paid. Give
the workman the opportunity of increas-
ing his kuowledge ; fet the School Board
look a°ter the workman of the future ; let
industrial schools he formed for the pur-
pose of fitting him for his work ; and last-
ly, let the workmen who show the great-
est aptitude be enabled to go aud cee
what is done in all countries, and obtain
the stimulus of a nobleambition. . . .
Above et all the workmen stimulate one
auother into taking a pleasure and an in-
terest in their work. . . « The work-
mwun must proceed with his own develop-
ment, aud by his example and conduct
influence his comrades but the other
classes of society. must aid him in procur-
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ing means for his iutellectual and moral
development.”

TRADES UNIONS.

The recent establishment of Trades
Unions has been productive of pecuniary
benefit to the working-classes, but has
destroyed the goou feeling that previous-
ly existed between them aud their em-
ployers, und has lately given rise to pro-
tracted but fruitless strikes. The increase
of wages aud the slight reduction of the
hours of lnbour which has taken place of
late years hus not been so advantageous
as might have beern experted; and there
would seem to be less disposition among
the men engnged in the building trade to
attend evening” schools and avail them-
selves of the opportunities for self-
improvement than wus to be observed
when their pay was lower aud their Ia-
bour longer. It is, however, affirmed, on
the other hand, that this detoration is not
so much to be found among the natives
of Humburgh as among the strangers
who have becn attracted here in large
numbers from the interior by the higher
pay that is generally to be obtained.

RUSSIAN TREATMENT OF FOREIGNERS.

Recent Russian resolve requires all
Russian enterprise to employ no foreign-
ers or foreign material if they can be
avoided; and it is notorious that foreigu-
ers are only sought where aud when the
Ewmpire fails in supply,and then the most
binding contracts are useless once the
foreiguer’s art is learnt tolerably well by
patives, who are quick at imitation; the
smallest pretext is made an excuse for
dismissing the foreigner; he is arbitrarily
dismissed, aud his ouly hope for even
moderate redress lies in the iufluenceand
pains-taking of his Consul, who, in nine
_cases out of ten, refers the applicaut to
the civil tribunals, where uno sane mau
would venture a lawsuit unless he re-
solves to settle down in the couutry ten
or fifteen yewrs to await an uuncertain
issue. It isvpwardsor ten years since an
Englishman, who, with a Russian partuer,
set up a fine flour mill in this town, which,
once in working order, the Russian tried
to buy hirm out of ; finding this impossi-
ble, the Russian dragged the Euglishmun
into the tribunals; the mill was closed
with everythiug perishable and imperish-
able in it; the doors were sealed, and so
they ren.ained up to this morning, when
I drove past the estatlishmeunt, and so
probably matters will remain for unother
ten years; io the meantime, the unfortu-
nate Englishman, who, beheving the
power of his adversary was in the fact of
his nationality, became a Ruseian subject,
and, after spending his last penny on his
suit, has been reduced to the purchase of
& doukey, and, assaming the garb of &
Dalcamars, travels from fair to fair, sell-
ing bread and soap-pills as & specific
aguinst ague. I could quots volumes of

cases of unfair and arbitrary treatment to
which Englishmen, decoyed out of Eng-
land, in sume instsuces with capital and
funnilies, huve been subjected. Mr. Geo.
Furness’ caso is too recent and well
koown to require further comment than
the passing remark that he was quarrell-
ed with the very moment the Russiaus
learned to pave the streets of Odessa for
themselves ; aud he is now in the Russian
tribunals, adding to his rainous losses
daily, with every right on his side, but
not the same couviction as to the final
redress which will be awarded him.

Mr. William Millar, the son of an
English General, who has for more than
twenty-five yenrs instracted, as superin-
tending engiueer of the Nicoluiev arsenzl,
vearly every one of the engineers and
engine-drivers attached to the Black Sea
naval force,—resides at this very moment
a few doors from me in quasi poverty,
having been shelved on the reduction of
the naval establishment here in 1866, to
make way for his foreman, received the
scanty bounty of £65, and that only on
the kind request and assistance of Her
Majesty’s Awhussador, and considers him-
self most fortunate (after being upwards
of a year without employ, without means
to get to England with his family, and
actually lacking bread for it) to have ob-
tained a temporary Government job at
something short of £25 per month, and
that too fast drawing to a close. Engine-
ers, ship and boat builders, millers, tin-
platelayers. hoiler constructors, plumbers,
tarriers, stud-grooms, jockies, farmers,
dairymen, painters, bookbinders, and in
one ipstance even a lot of Freoch colo-
nists, men, and respectable men of all
classes and callings, have, during my long
sojourn in this couutry, applied to me,
smartirg under treatment such as I have
described. 'With every possible will to
aid them, beyond & compromise, in which
my applicants, as a rule, have come waorst
oft, nothing was possible; and though I
consiler that there is a vast openiug for
the introduction of labour from without,
I should indeed be sorry to recommend
auy ove to immigrate, however binding
lie may make his compact upou s Russi-
an employer. Only very recently™! re-
fused, for the very reason I have men-
tioned, to ass'st Russians to obtain Eng-
lishmen for iron-shipbuilding, on a con-
cession made of promises at Odessa ; and
my experience of shabby and scanty treat-
ment palmed off on Eunglishmen ard
foreigners still more recently caused me
to refuse to aid & plan for bringing out
some plumbers, farriers, aud wheel-
wrights, whom it was desired to bring
out to South Russia to replace Prussians
who bad to return home consequent on
the war.

In Odessa.we learn there is = great de-
mand for Englishgovernesses, nurses and

servants. In Saxony and other pearts of |

Germany, free trade, that i<, the abolition
of the guwlds of labour, is said to be
most beneficial. In Sweden during the
last six years there has been & great de-
crense of drunkeuvess cousequent of
education, restrictions on the sale and use
of spirituous liquors, aud ob the acts for
regulating the employment of children
and persons under adult age in factories,
The following we earnestly recommend
to the consideration of masters aud men,
It refers to the
SUPERIORITY OF THE SWI8S WORKMAN.
One of the many advantages possessed
by the Swiss working man over his fellow-
competitors in other lands, especially in
England, is that, owiug te the education
he has received, he is able to findina
variety of rational pastimes that necessa-
ry relaxation from work which the others
are unfortunately but too often reduced
to seek in vacant indolence or low de-
bauchery. To provide him, therefore,
with the means of spending his leisure
hours at least pleasantly, if not us: fully,
aud thus to save him, as far as possible,
from falling inco vicious habits, is ke
sell imposed task of nuwerous ~ocieties,
not & few of which are founded by work-
men themselves. Under their auspices
Jocal circulating libraries have been form-
ed in many parts of the country, even in
some cf the most secluded rural com-
munes, the works of which they are com-
posed beiug carefully selected in order
thut they way svit the taste and position
of those for whom they are more parti-
cularly intended. Iu 1869 the Cauton of
Geneva already possessed forty-three of
these librari-s, with 89,000 volumes, and
that of Lucerne forty-one. The number
in the remaining Cantons has not yet
been ascertained. There are, moreover,
numerous uther public libraries, contain-
ing works of a much higher class, as well
a8 museums in all the principal towns.
Almanacs, reviews, and newspapers are
likewise published for the special use of
the working classes, aud many of the
daily papers give out on Sundays an ex-
tra sheet with the object ot affording
them additonal reading matter. Lectures
‘on the social and political questions of
the day, aud other attractive subjects, are
frequeutly given, not only in the great
centres of population, - bat also in the re-
mote communes, where, in the absence of
regular lecturers, the village clergyman
or schoolmaster, and sometimes even or-
dinary workmen, underiake this task.
There are innumerable working men’s
associations, which have some regular
place of meeting, where books, periodi-
caly, games, aud refreshments, are pro-
vided for the members, waose tiwe is
cliefly engaged in debating, getting up
dramatic performancos, and acquiring
knowledge of modern languages, book-
keeping, drawing, arithmetic, history,
&c. Much attention is aleo devoted to
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music, both vocal and ivstrumental, as &
means of innocent recreation, singing
being taught in all the primary schools.
There is hardly a village which does not
possess one or more choral societies, and
in many cases a brass ‘band. ‘The rural
districts of the Canton of Lucerne may
he cited as an example of the general
taste for music, the beneneficial effects of
which cannot be too highly apprecinted.
In this little strip of territory there are
no less than sixteen principal choral soci-
eties, seventeen musical societies, thirteen
theatrical societies, and twenty-five brass
bauds. Lenzberg, a town of 2,000 inha-
bitants, could already, some years back,
boast of pos-essing 200 pianoes. Iun ob-
scure villages, dramatic performances are
sometimes given hy the peasauts them-
selves, In some parts of Switzerland
pageants are periodically got up at con-
siderable expense to commemorate some
eveut of extraorlinary interest in the lo-
cal annals. Rifle matches and athletic
sports are common throughout the coun-
try. All classes without distinction take
. part in these pastimes. Such being the
caze. the question naturally arises how it
is that the working classes can dispose of
so much leisure time. The aunswer is al-
ready at hand. Be.idevs the evenings
when their work is generally over, they
can here turn to good account the Sun-
days and holydays (the latter are of
course much more numerous in the Ca-
tholic Cantons than in the Protestant),
instead of being driven, as often happens
elsewhere, hy the want of rational anuse-
ments, to ramble about lis'lessly, making
an occasional halt at a public-house, or to
sit at home decorously drunk.

In Autolix and msny other parts it is
intimated that while the British artisan
would not thrivealone, asone of a colony
he would have a very good chunce. This
iz a sabject worth considering. But on
the whole it is to the vast continent of
America that the emigrant must tarn ; in
Europe or Asia or Africa he secms to
have but a poor chance of getting on.
Everywhere there is the pressure of a
superabundant population, but even there
there are sigus of aglut. At Buffalo, for
instance, thanks to the counstant influx of
Germans and Irish, the supply of unskil-
led labour has reached the point of satu-
ration, and in Crlifornia there seems to
be no end of Chinese.

DROUGHT AND FIRE IN THE
NORTHWEST.

Our correspondents in the Northwest-
ern States send us distressing details of
_the effects of the two monthe’ drought
thiroughout the most of that region, and
of the terrible fires which have, ina great
meusure, resalted therefrom. The earth
is dried to such a depth thatitacts as a
conductor, and living trees are falling

from the action of the fire which under-
mwines them., Streams and wells are un-
precedentedly low, or entirely dry; ve-
getativn isdried up; fields are so parched
that thereg is little suceulent food for stock.
The fire-fiend has followed with appalling
fury, causing fearful destruction of life
and property. For several weeks great
fires have been raging in the woods, in
the dried marshes, aud along the lines of
railways, consuming buildings, fences,
crops, aud destroying live stock, desolat-
ing hundreds of square miles, and render-
ing homeless and without food or eroploy-
ment thousands of men, women, and chil-
dren, just at the opening of winter. The
loss £ life is of frightful maguitude, and
rurely in the history of the world have
these fires been cqualled in the destruction
of human life and of property, and in the
desolation of whole communities. Towns
aud villages have been swept out of exist-
ence in the space of a few hours, and
thousands of human beings have heen
burned, drownec ov have fallen victims
to other violent for s of death. Not less
thau fifty villages, in the States of Wis-
consin aund Michigan, bave been wholly
or in part destroyed. The town of
Pesbtigo, Wisconsin, with a population
of 1,500 to 2,000, has been entirely con-
sumed, not & vestige of its habitations
remaining, and those only of its popula-
tion escaped who threw themselves iuto
the water and reached the opposite shore.
Huudreds were burned, suffocated, and
drowned. This fire, driven by the high
winds, swept over an area of eight miles
square, destroying houses, barns, fences,
etc., and the loss ot life will number over
a thousand. The Belgian settlement of
Brussels was almost entirely consumed,
many persons are missiug, and the sur-
vivors are left destitute amid the ashes of
their ruined homes. The whole coast,
from Green Bay t6 Menomonee, has been
devastated, many villages consumed and
their population made houseless waunder-
ers, dependent upon charity for the neces-
saries of life. On the east shore of Green
Bay the loss ot life is placed as high asat
Peshtigo, and the destruction of buildings,
fences, stock, &c., is complete. More
than a dozen towns along the easteru
shore of Michigan have been swept away,
sud many bundreds of people left with-
out food or shelter. A large district, in-
cluding scveral towns, has been devastated
on the western coast. The town of
Manistee, with & population of 4,000, has
suffered severely by the flames, and the
loss of property is stated at not leas than
one million of dollars. In the counties
of Huron and Savilac, with a total popu-
lation of 24,000, tea thousand must com-
mence life anew, havirg lost everything
but theirlives. Besides the frightful loss
of life reported, hundreds have been dis-
abled, many partially roasted, causing ad-
ditivuai suffering and destitution through-

out the region devastated. Detroit, Port
Huron, Milwaukee, and other cities have
converted all availabie space iuto hospi-
tals, and the citizens have become nurses.

Dest, uctive fires are also raging in the
forests and on the prairies of Mionesota,
Towa, Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, Kansas,
Colorado, Wyoming, Dakota, and in
Outario, Canada, involving immense
losses of property, of live stock, and of
haman life. In Minnesota the fire swept
over the prairie juto the foresis of Glen-
coe, Le Sueur, Mankato, and New Ulm.
‘The fire is said to have reached nearly as
far south as the Iowa border, and eust to
the Minuesota River. Muuy swall towns
have been completely destroyed, and the
farms io the track of the flames haveo
been almost invariably swept of buildings,
fences, crops, &c. Northern Minuesota
is also the field of similar disasters.
Nemaha aud other counties in Kaunsas
have suffered from these prairie fives;
also various sections of Missouri and the
other States numed. Iu California fires
are said to be raging in the mountains
the whole length of the State. Copious
rains in the regions of the Northwest,
which have been the most fearfully
scourged, have diminished the ravages,
and may soon exhaust the destructive
power of the flames ; but the devastation
already accomplished is sickening to con-
template, and the sufferings of the people
must be great the ensuing winter, and the
agricultural interests of the burved dis-
tricts will be cripplea for some time to
come.— Commissioner of Agricullure,

U. 8. 4.

DIRECTIONS FOR THE PROPER
MANAGEMENT OF THE FLAX
_ CROP.

COMPILED BY THE COMMITTEE OF IHE
SOCIETY FOR TAE PROMOTION AND
IMPROVEMENT OF THE GROWTH OF
FLAX IN IRELAND.

The following directions have been
carefully -arranged from the mass of in-
formation obtained by the Society, and
their agriculturists, during their four
years’ experience, in the improved sys-
tem of management. By this system,
Irish flax bas been produced, which
brought, in some cases, the high prices of
£90 to £140 per ton: .

SOIL AND ROTATION,

By attention and careful cultivation,
good flax may be grown on various soils ;
but some are much better adapted for it
than others. The best is a sound, dry,
decp loam, with & clay subsoil, It is
very desirable that the land should be
properly drained, and subsoiled ; as, when
it is saturated with either underground
or surface water, good flax cannot be ex-
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Without method, there cannot be suc-
cess,—~ditterent soils require diflerence of
rotation. In the best soils of Flan-
ders, flax is grown in the third year
of o seven-course rotation, or the fifth of
a ten-course rotation. It is not consider-
ed generally advisable to grow flax more
frequently than once in ten years* In
Belgiwm, it invaribly follows a grain crop,
—generally outs; and, in this country,
where oats is such & principal crop, the
same system might be profitably pursued ;
but it must be understood, that it is only
after vats following a green crop or old
lea, and never after two or three succeed-
ing crops of oats, which bad practice still
prevails in some districts. It is a very
general error, among farmers, to consider
it necessary, that fiax should follow a po-
toto crop. Except on very poor soils, 2
better crop will be produced after grain,
and the double benefit of the grain and
flax sccured. If old lea be broken up, and
potatoes plauted, a very fine crop of flax
may be obtained in the following yeur.

PREPARATION OF THE SOIL.

One of the points of the greatest im-
portance in the culture of flax is, by
thorough-draining. and by careful and
repeated cleansing of the land from weeds,
to render it of the finest, decpest, and
cleanest natwre. This will make room
for the roots to penetrate, which they will
often do, to a depth equal to one-hulf the
length of the stem above groungd.

After wheat, one ploughing may be
sufficient on light friable loam, but two
are better; and on stiff soils, three are
advisable,—one in Autumn, and two in
Spring, so as to be ready for sowing in
the fisst or second week of April. Much
will, of course, depend on the nature of
the soil, and the kuowledge and experi-
ence of the farmer. The land should be
so dmained and subsoiled, that it can be
sown in flats, which give more evenly,
and much better crops. But, until the
systewm of thorough-draining be general,
it will be necessary, after oats, to plough
early in Autumn. Throw the land into
ridges, that it may receive the frost and
air; and make surface drains, to carry off

* The following rotation, which woul bring flax
once in ten vears, Leen proposeds—Virst year,
poratocs: second, barley, Jaid down with grasses;
third year, cut for soiling ; fourth year, pasture:
fifth year, flaxs or the one one-half might be better
in tlax, the other in oats, 20 that, with the return
of the rotation, which wonld be in five vears, the
flax could be put on the ground which, in the last
Tatatary course, was under oats, throwing s tan
of tcn years between the flax crops coming into the
same ground.

A gentleman, of much practical knowledge, re-
commends the following as being the most profit-
able:—1. Oats after grass and clover. 2. Flax
pulled in August; then ploughed and barrowed in
iwo cwt. gusno and two cwt. um; then sown
with rape. 3. Pofatocs or tumipsy, well manured.
4. Wheat, and sown in Spring, with clover and
g‘:-gr:ss. 5. Hay and clover. 6. Grazing. 7.

ts. 8. Flaxand Winter vetches; guano, as be-
fore-mentioned. 4. Tumips, well manured. 10.
Barley, sown with rye-grassand clover. 11. Clover
and hay. 12 Grazing, 13. Oats,

the rains of Winter. Plough and harrow
very early in Spring; and again, a month
afier, to bring the land into good- tilth,
and clean it thovoughly from weeds and
roots. Following the last harrowing, it
is necessary to roll, to give an even sur-
fuce and consolidate the land, breaking
this up again with a short-toothed, or seed
harrow, ere sowing. :

80WING.

The seed best adapted for the gencerali-
ty of soils is Riga, although Dutch has
been used, in may districts of country, for
a series of years, with perfect success.
American seed does not generally suit
well, as it is apt to produce a coarse,
branchy, stem.  If used, it should only be
on deep, loamy soils. Select’ plump,
shining, heavy seed, of the best brands,
from a respectable merchant. Sift it
clear of all the seeds of weeds, which will
save a great deal of after trouble, when
the crop is growing. This may be done
by fanners, and' through a wire sieve,
twelve bars to the inch. Home-saved
sced, grown from foreign, has been used,
in many cases, with success. It is sug-
gested, that a small portion of the crop
may be allowed to stand, untill the seed
be fully ripe, and then pulled, and the
sced preserved for sowing; but the seed
saved from #f, in the following year,
should only be used for feeding, or sold
for the oil-mills. The proportion of seed
may be stated at three-and-a-half Impe-
rial bushels to the Irish or Plantation
acre; and so on, in proportion, to the
Scotch or Cunningham, and the English
or Statute measure. It is better to sow
too thick than too thin; as, with thick
sowing, the stem grows tall and straight,
with only one or two sced capsules at the
top, and the fibre is found greatly supe-
rior in finencss and length, to that pro-
duced from thin sown flax, which grows
coarse, and branches out, producing much
seed, but a very inferior quality of fibre.
The ground being pulvenzed and well
cleaned, roll and sow. After sowing,
cover it with a seed harrow, going twice
over ity—once up and down, and once
acrossor anglewise ; as this makes it more
cqually spread, and avoids the small drills
made by the teeth of the harrow. Finish
with the roller, which will leave the secd
covered about an inch, the proper depth.
The ridges should be very little raised in
the centre; when the ground is ready for
the seed, otherwise the crop will not ripen
evenly; and when land is properly drain-
ed, there shonld be no ridges,. The sow-
ing of clover and grass-seeds -along with
the flax is not advised, when it can be
convenicntly avoided, as these plants
always injure the root ends of the flax.
But carrots inay be sown ia suitable soils,
in drills, so that the person pulling the
flax may step over the rows, which may
be afterwards hoed and cleaned, and

should have some liquid manure. A stolen

crop of rape or Winter vetches ntay be

taken after the flax.  Rolling the ground,
after sowing, is very advisable, care being
tuken not to roll, when the ground is so
wet, that the earth adheres  to the roller.

\WEEDING.

" If care has been paid to cleaning the
seed and the soil, few weeds will appear;
but if there be any, they raust be careful-
ly pulled. Xt is done, in Belgium, by
women and chitdren, who, with coarse
cloths round their knees, creep along on
all-fours; this injures the young plant
less than walking over it (which, if done,
should be by persons whose shoes are not
filled with nails) ; they should work, also,
facing the wind, so that the plants, laid
flat Ly the pressure, may be blown up
again, or thus be assisted to regain their
upright posititn. The tender plant,
pressed one way, soon recovers; but if
twisted or flattened by caveless weeders it
seldom rises again,

Y PGLLING.

The time when flax should be pulled is
a point of much nicety to determine. The
fibre is in the best state, before seed is
qnito ripe. If pulled too soon, although
the fibre is fine, the great waste in scutch-
ing aed hackling renders it unprofitable 5
and, if pulled too late, the additional yield
does not compensate for the coarseness of
the fibre. It may be stated, that the best
time for puliing is, when the seeds are
beginning to change from a greento a
pale brown colour, and the stalk to become
yellow, for about two-thirds of its height
from the ground. 'When auy of the crop
is lying, and suffering from wet, it should
be pulled as soon as possible, aud kept by
itself. So long as the ground is undrain-
ed, and imperfectly levelled before sowing,
the flax wil! be found of different lengths.
In such case, pull each length separately,
and steep in separate pools, or keep it
separate, In the same pool.” If the ground
has been thorough-drained, and laid out
evenly, the flax will be all of the same
length. It is more essential to take time
and care to keep the flax even, like @ brush,
at theroot ends. ‘Chis increases the value
to the spinner, and, of course, to the
grower, who will be amply repaid, by an
additional price for his extra trouble.
Let the handfuls of pulled flax be laid
across each other, diagonally, to be ready
for the

RIPPLING.

‘Which should be carried on at the same
time, and in the same Geld, with the pull-
ing. If the only advantage to be derived
from rippling was the comparstive ease
with which rippled flax is handled, the

practics ought always be adopted. - But,
besides this, the seed is & most valaable
pait of the crop, being worth, if sold for
the oil-mill, £3 per acre; and, if used for
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feeding stock, of all kinds, at least £4 per
acre. The apparatusis very simple. The
ripple consists of a row of iron teeth
screwed into & block of wood. This can
be procured in Belfast, .or may be made
by any handy blacksmwith.® Itis to be
taken to the ficld, where the flax is being
pulled, and screwed down to the centre of
a nine-feet plank, resting on two sioois.
The ripplers may either stand, or sit
astride at opposite ends. They should be
at such a distance from the comb, as to
permit of their striking it properly and
alternately. A winnowing sheet must be
placed under them, to receive the bolls as
they are rippled off; and then they are
ready to receive the flax just pulled,—the
handfuls being placed diagonally, and
bound upin asheaf. The sheaf is Iaid
down at the right hand of the rippler, and
untied. He takes « handful with one
haud, about six inches from the root, and
a little nearer the top, with the other.
He spreads the top of the handful like a
fan, draws the one-half of it through the
comb, and the other half past the side;
and, by a half-turn of ithe wrist, the same
operation is repeated with the rest of the
bunch. Thus the flax can be rippled
without being passed more than once
through the comb. He then lays the
handfuls down at his left side, enck hand-
Jul crossing the other, when the sheaf
should be earefully tied up and removed.
The object of crossing the handfuls so
carcfully, after rippling, when tying up
the beets for the steep is, that they will
part freely from each other, when they
are taken to spread ont on the grass, and
not interlock,and be put out of theireven
order, as would otherwise be the case. If
the weather be dry, the bolls should be
kept in the field, spread on winnow-cloths,
or other contrivance for drying; aund, if
turned, from time to time, they will win.
Passing the bolls first through a coarse
riddle, and afterwards through fanners. to
remove straws and leaves, will facilitate
the drying. If the westher is moist, they
should be taken in-doors, and spread out
thinly and ‘evenly on a barn floor, or in a
loft, leaving windows and doors open, to
allow a thorough current of air; and
turned twice a-day. When nearly dry,
they may be taken to a corn-kiln (taking
care not to Tise it above summer heat),
"aud carefully tunied, until no moisture
semains. By theabove plan of slow dry-
ing, the seed has time to imbibe all the
Jjuices that remain in the husk, and become
perfectly ripe. Ifit be taken, at once,
from the ficld, and dried hurriedly on the
Kkiln, these juices will be burned up, and
the seed will become shrivelled and parch-
ed, little, nutritious matter remaining.
In fine seasons, the bolls should always

® The best ripples are nade of § inch rquare Tods

of iron, placed with the angles of iron next the rip-
?lu.. 3-16ths of an inch asunder at the bottom,

nch at the top, and 19 inches long, to allow s suf-

ficient apring, 8ad save mmuch breaking of flax.

be dried in the open air, the seed threshed
out, and the heaviest and plupest used
for sowing or crushing. The light sceds
and chaff forin most wholesowe and nutri-
tions teeding for cattle. Flax ought not
to be allowed to stand in the ficld, if pos-
sible, eve the second day ; it shotld be
rippled as soon us pulled, and carried to
the waler, a3 soon as possible, that it may
not harden.

WATERING. )

This process requires the greatest care
and attention. River water is the best.
If spring water has to be used, let the
pond be filled some weeks, or months. if
possible, before the flax is put in, that the
sun and air may soften the water. That
containing iron, or other miueral sub-
stances, should never be used. If river
water can be had, it need not be let into
the pond sooner than the day before the
flax is to be steeped Place the flax in
the pool, in one layer, somewhat sloped,
and in regular rows, with the root cnl
uppermost. Cover with moss sods, or
tough old lea sods, laid perfectly closc, the
sheer of each fitted to the other. Before
putting on the sods, a layer of rushes or
rag-weeds is recommended to be placed
on the flax, especially in new ponds.
Thus covered, it never sinks to the bot-
tom, nor is it affected by air or light. A
small strecam of water allowed to run
through a pool has been found toimprove
its colour. It will be sufficiently steeped,
in an average time, from eight to fourteen
days, according to the heat of the weather,
and the nature of the water. Every
grower should learn to know when the
flax has had enough of the water, as a few
hours too much may injure it, It is, how-
ever, much more frequently under-water-
ed than over-watered. The best test is
the following:—Try some stalks of ave-
rage thickness, by breaking the shove, or
woody part, in two places, about six or
cight inches apart, at the middle of the
stalk; catch the broken bit of wood, and
if it will pull freely out, downwards, fur
that length, without breuking or tearing
the fibre, and witk none of the fibre adher-
ing lo 11, it is ready to take out. Make
this trial every six hours, after fermenta-
tion subsides, for sometimes the change is
rapid. Never lift the flax roughly from
the pool, with forks or grapes, but have it
carefully handed out on the bank, by men
standing in the water. Spread on the
same day it is taken out, unless it be rain-
ing heavily ; light rain docs little harm.
If it cannot be spread, let it be set on end,
or scparated into small pareels, to prevent
it heating in the heap. Itis advantage-
ous to let the flax drain for a fow hours,
after being taken from the pool, by plac-
ing the bundles on their ends, close toge-
ther, or on the flat with a slope.

. SPREADING.
~ Select. when possible, clean, short, thick

pasture ground for this operation; and
mow down, and remove any weeds that
rise above the surfuce of the sward. Lay
the flax evenly on the grass, and spread
thin, and very equally. — If the dirvections,
un er the head of rippling, have been at-
tended to, the handfuls will come readily
asunder, without entangling, Turn it
two or three times, while on the grass
(with a rod about eight feet in length, and
an inch-and-a-half in diameter,) that it
may not become of different shades, by
the uncqual action of the sun, which is
often the case, through inattention to this
point. Turn it when there is a prospect
of rain, that the flax may be beaten down
a little, and thus prevented from being
blown away.
LIFTING.

A good test of its being ready to lift is,
to rub a few stalks from the top to the
bottom; and, when the wood breaks easi-
1y, and separates from the fibre, leaving it
sound, it has had enough of the grass.
Also, when one stalk in fifty is pereeived
to form a bow and string, from the fibre
contracting and separating from the woody
stalk. But, the most certanin way is, to
prove a small quantity with the band-
break, or in 2 flax mill. In lifiing, keep
the lengths straight, and the ends even,
otherwise great loss will occur in the roll-
ing and scutching, Tie it up in small
bundles; and if not taken soon to be
seutched, it will he much improved by
being put up in small stacks, loosely built,
with stones or brambles in the bottom, to
keep it dry, and allow a free circulation of
:ll)ir. Stacks built on pillars would be the

est. .

DRYING,

By fire, is always most periiicions. If
properly stceped and grassed, no such
drying is necessary ; but to make it ready
for breaking and scwching, exposure to
the sun is sufficient. In some districts, it
is put to dry onkilrs, in adamp state,and
is absolutely burnt, before it is dry, and
the rich oily property of the flux isalways
greatly impaired. On this point, the So-
ciety can scarcely speak too strongly, as
the flax is either destroyed, or rendered
not worth one-half of what it would be, if
properly dried.

BREAKING AND SCUTCHING,

If done by hand, should be on the Belgian
system, which is less wasteful than that
practised in Ircland. If by milling, the
farmer will do well to select those millsin
which the improved machincry has been

“introduced. The Society would also re-

commend, that the farmer should endea-
vour to have his flax scutched by a mill-
owner who pays his men by the day, and
not by the stone, even if it should cost
him higher in proportion—the system of
paying thescutchers by the stone, xender-
ing them more anxious to do a large
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quantity fin the day, than to prodiee n
good yishd o the straw,

THE COURTRAL avatRM,

Thixin the univeraal mwde i the dis-
trict fom which the finest flax we receive
is hrought.  Ax eaon ne palled, the flax
in stooked withont biwding it The hand-
flls ave set up, vesting aguinet each other,
the oot ends spread vty and the top
ends joining like the letter Av forming
rtooks abont eight Yeet long, and a khowt
trap keeping the ends i Tn this way,
it will resist wind and rafn well, and diy
fast,  In sin or vight days, it may be
stacked in the field 3 the seed to bo taken
oftat leisme in Winter: the flax to be
steeped  the following May—a  systew
which possesses the ndvantages of aftond-
iy the farmer the best zeason ol the year
for steeping aud grassing, aud w time of
comparative leisurg, when his attention is
not called off' to the hmtvesting of other
important evopxs It has, in mm\{ VATCE,
when tried in this countey, proved highly
svossinly  althongh, in others, it s
fatled, fhom want of expevience, perhiaps,
I wateving and grassing fte 'The treat-
ment, in thizway, has made the ay, in
some eases, Worth two or three shilliugs
per stone morey than part of the rume
crop, steeped greet  Itis vecommended
that trinls of this gystem shonld be made,
in the first instance on ¥ amall seales

MODR VP UIXG FLAXSEED FOR FRED-
ING CATTLE, &

The seed, given by itsclf) is too strong
and oily 1o be very wholesome food; and,
besides the mucilaginons matter prevents
the secd from bejng braised by the ani-
mals toath, or dissolved by the gastrie
Juicen It is much better to take the bolls
to a mill, where thete are edpe-stones,
without thrashing ont the sead, and to
have them gooind umder e stones, set
very dosa or have the seed erscked in an
oAt braisery ot the small fatmen, when
10 other means are within his reach, may
us ametal pot, bedded in clay, snd pound
the bolls n i, with hand wood pestle
wade to fit the bottom of thepot.  Abowt
a doren of strokes are sufficient to make
the bolls into afine meal.  The vhatamd
soed, mived together, afford most exeel-
Icnt nowrishing food. It may Le given
stoamed or bailed: but it is best to steep
the mixiare from twelve o twonty-four
hours in oold water, and then wix it up
with lukewarm water. to the cousistenoe
of grnel. Tt will have formed a rich and
fincly dissolved Jolly, easily digosted, and
of the mast w! me natridive qua-
Tity, excellent to be given cows for pro-
ducing plenty of milk and butter, for
horges, for young cattle, o for pigs; a
pint of linseed, and half a bushel of the
chaff, reay be givenat atoed® A farmer,
who has once experienced the advantapes

* Four quars o vndruised balls vontaie, Jov an
TXCRLY, 2 T O pare reed.
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of maving the reed bolls of his e erap,

Witl over neyglect it wgdi, ns they v bo §

turied 4o mdvintage one way or other

TO AVOID EXMALSTING THE LARD BY
ARUWING FLAX.

Tt hos adways been urged agninst flax
eulture that it oxhausted the solly but
this s nut necessarily the vase. 1€ the
seed e saved, sl the eattle ted upon the
bolle, n valunble addition will be made to
the mane heap, us perbaps, the tichest
manure b8 prodiced by this kind of food.
The putveseent water fhom the flax 1\)0015
should be eavelhlly preserved, aml either
uzerd as n top-dresatuy for grass, or mixed
with the weeds, aud other refuss of the
aop, i a heap to forment. By these
meang, almost all the matter abstracted
from the roily by the flax crop would be
veturtied i the shape of imuire—the tbeo
being supphied by the atmosphiere alone.

AMHERST AGRICULTURAL FAIR,

This Exhibition took place on the 24th of'
Outobers  The number of' ehtriea was 107,
boing something less than et yems. The
attentdanee is reported ag not \nhﬁe notwith-
samding the weather was favorable,  Some
very good horees werd on the grownd.  The
thow ot neat Cattle was faie,  Tho beat paiv
ot oxen girted reven foot six inches and seven
foet vight inchusy the besttwo year old steers
weighed 2,600 Thewe were eleven entvies off
sheep.  Thu ceveals, vogetables, anmd dairy
proditce made a good sow. but there wazd
sad deficleney in manufactures.  The Chig-
necto Post vbserves i weporting upon this
Exhibition that »* Cumbetlatud is undoubtedly
A wagnificiont Ageicultural county, butite
people do not yet fool that interest inits
Agricultural Eairs sufficient to make them off
real value to the conntyy”

A day will come when the Legislatures of
ourown ae well as the sister Provinee will
make xtrict ingquiries into all matters conneets
od with Agdealture,

We consider the present, A wost eritical
time, as regands this interel. Should inves-
tigation show that the lange amounta of
money annnally gravted A not praduetive
of general y bt that the great body: of
farniere hold_ themsolves aloot” from taking
any intereet in the Societies, them what i
well kngwn to be & fiet in A great many
cascs—the imdisposition to contribute a pal-
try dollar towands advancing the interest of
their special calling, it need hot surprise anys
body shonld the  Governments yeadily s
vover their best policy would bo to heip only
these who help thomeclves.

[The above is from & recent issue of
the Colonial Farmer, We do not pre
end to judge how far the remarks ave
applicable to the Agricultural Societies
of New Brunswick, but this much is cor-
tain that they do not apply 10 our Socie-
ties in Nova Scotia, From another arti-
cle in the sume journal it mppears that
every dollar paid by members draws three
from the Government, that is in Nuw
Brunswick. But iu Nova Scola our
farmers bave to take much more of the

buvden vpon thelr own backs.  Lust year
thoy submeribod S840, nnd vevolved o
the Guvernment #8372, Most ot the
money win spent o the parchisy of
thuroigllived Stocks  Vary litls of &t
ves for prizosy el of the prize finds
el tudsed by subiserdptions il ythor-
wise, independent of the sunud subserip-
tions of membors, which nlone count in
rating for the Qoverneit grant,  Heve
we foel thut the time has vome for
bargd theronse of the  Legllutive grang,
aned 1 the polivy by to belp thosy whe
hulp thothselves then vur farmors hwve a
pretty stiong clatn, haviog rised theiy
subseriptions  from $1800 tn 1844 o
F3000 in 1870, without veceiving any
additionnl goverimeit alde—Kdodiof A)

e ——— - ——

THE QUEEN OF AUTUMN.

Wo have nut scon the chrﬁsmtheumm
cultivated ns it deserves to be in nloety.
niue gardens but of every hunitred wo
hnve visited, Tt s certubily one of the
wost ¥ Axnpn?ur" of ull flowers, yot its
“homes” nra far soparated, and thousands
of people who profess to love flowers
could ot now present a fdemd with n
single flower or the prowmise vt one, ‘The
bedding plants are o longet uttractive,
the plant houses everywlicre are fliled,
the oraving for filowers {s we wotive as
ever, and yet were mnongst the thousands
of gardens fn tho snburbs of Loudow, to
say nothing of othor great centres, shall
we find one in which thy chtysanthenum
bus the place of honor to which it is en-
ttled Ly sheor merdt aud usefulinoss?
There can be bub one auswer, and it is
“ Nowhere This, howover, must be
qualitivd with the obsorvation thnt u se-
lnct fow of the choicest flovieultiral spirits
hero and there do «‘\pmime it and bo-
stow upon it the small nmount of care it
requbis and deserves.  Our correspond-
ent, Mr. James, of Inaworth, hius furuish-
ad tho Lest lesson perhaps of tho vaiie
of the chrysanthemum ina private gerden,
and the more to be commended, doulnless,
because he has not only comiunicated
his routinie of cultivation to the teaders of
the Gardener's Magasine, but hus pre-
sented proofs of his skill in the beautiful
specitmens ho has exhibhed at South

ensington.  Those who cultivate the
chry-atithemum with geal equul to that
of Mr. Jumes ave fow aud far between,
yet wo ought to be able to count them by
hundreds, for in its season, it has no com-
peer, aud mry be truly designated the
Queen of Autumn.  That we do ot meet
with chrysauthemums in conservatories
and sheltered hoarders, axcept asvariti s,
is perhaps to be ascribed iu partto a pre-
Judice against them founded on ignorance,
but in part aiso, no doubt, to the immonse
absorption of ginss, labor -aud admiretion
by the ordinary run of bedding plauts,
which have becowme = conspiracy of
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usurpers, elatiing nd ohtuluim‘; all the
strungth of whiest evary gardun for thele
prosciitation and keeplong.  Novertheloss,
thy gloom that hus wuddenly falle ou the
aedens thut were but lately gy with
ediding plants, renders thy chrysanthe.
mum *eovspleuvtis by ts absotive) nnd
it would e o delightful rellef’ from the
drouriness that prevudls, could we sce in
the coliservatory, aud tho more sultsble
of the plant-houses for the futtusion of
visltors, woll-grown spechmon chrysanthe.
mums wixed with vther plaiits, or, better
etitl, nuch a soltd phalenx ws Me, Forsgily
will pressutly luvito the publis to belivld
in the only trade exhibition of the towur
that the metropolls ¢ay now boitst of,
- ‘The numeros exbibitions by Chrysan-
themum socloties fn all the grent trading
towns tend to ditfuse & knowledyo of the
m’nmt wid promote an appreciation of its
ittty ¢ by the impressions mads do not
spread far, else we should heur of tuany
oty exhibitions than we do in rural dis.
trlsts fiur removed flom great towns,
whote the need of Novembor flowors is
fully us groat, nud the poverty of the
sardena sven tore noticenble—27he Gur-
dener's Muguzsine,

WASHINGTON ITEMS.

We seléct a fow items of jutorest fromn
the Repott of the Department at Wash.
tngton .

UTiLIZATION OF BURPLUS COTATORS,
—1t duses where thie potato crur is 80
lurge as not to boe rendily inarkotable, and
ttioto or less In dauger of decaying through
the winter, the surplus can be so treuted
as to furhish &  valuablo arliclo of food,
capable of presorvation for a long time,
For this {mrpose the potatoes are 1o be
washed cloat, steamed, pesled while still
hot, and finally pressod through a fine
slove. ‘I'ho potatues thus comprrased ure
then te be tald, while atill hiot, upon grat-
ings and dried as quickly as possible, sny
iu ten or twelve hours, in order to avoid
any lour!n{’; or putrefuction, this hoing
geverally the result of drying too slowly,
or with an insufficient heat. ‘The potatoes
dried i this way are of an excellent fla-
vor, and can be packed and kept for years
in adry place, and are serviceable for
provisloning ships, srmiosin the fleld,
&c.  About 1,000 pounds of fresh pota-
toes will muke 100 pounds of the dry ar-
ticle, which, when propetly prepared,
will have pracisely the flavor and appesr-
auce of freshly boiled potatoes

SPKKDY GHOWIH OF RADISHES —
In the publications of the Acclimatization
Society of Palermo, we are informed that
radishes may he obtained at any seacon,
and very quickly, in the following man-
ner: ‘The seeds are to he first sonked
for twenty-four hours and then placed in
bags and exposed to the sun. They will

e - e e o e o e s = s

tiegin to gorttlnate I about twenty-four
lioes, and e thon to Lo ses in o box
illed with wollasnanired eaeth, and mulsts
oned from thue otk with luke it
witer, It five ot six d“f's tho tudistics
will uttaly tho slze of suadl onlons, 1y
grow radistion ln winter the bux is lo be
placed o a watin collay, covored with o
togy dtid the eatth totsloned feot day to
duy with lukowarin wator

LrpRoT OF KBEPING FLOUR IN BAR.
nhte.—As is woll kuown, flour kept in
buarrels for a long tino olien aegnires n
peculine odut, suppused to G dorived
from the bartel,  Profussor Polock, of
Hilusiu, hus lutoly wade o caroful exami-
natlon of such floury, and has dscertuined
thut this sarell actuntly ‘tdicatos an fucl-
prient decomipusition prejudical to bread.
taking, the gluten of the fHour having iu
purt becomo chatiged into d soliblo budy,
Thus, while sound fuur preserved in
atieks contaltied 11,08 per cotit, of gluten
und 1.44 per cent. of sulubile albuminous
matter, four other specimens of flour tak-
eit fromn difforont barrels wore soverally
cotuposed of 8.87 pur cont. gluten to 2.-
14 por cent, soluble albutwen s 7.40 per
cent. to 0.90 pet cont. s 7.20 por cent. to
4.44 per cent s and 6.64 per cont to 6.
46 por conts ‘I'wo samnplos witl more
that 6 por cetit. of suluble tnntter liad an
acid reaction, while the others were riou-
tral,  Professur Toleck bulioves this
chemical change of the flour to bo juduced
by the fuct that the barrel provets cotn-
munication with the atinostpheric ute and
the equalization of tewputature. ‘L'his
viow is confirmed by the oft-repented ob.
sctvation that flour in sncks keops frosh
for & much Jonger tine, snd that the
mustiness in barrels always developes
frat and oxists in the highest degres in
the contra, viz, that portion most remote
from the outer air,

Hoos 18 NORTHUMBERLAND, PRNN<
8YLVANIA—Northumberlund County, Pu,
tlugs hiave become so numerous, and the
corn crop is so Iurgo and good, that fresh
pork wil(l. it is thought, by the lioliduys,
sell for six conts pei- pound by the huu-
dred weight, Swmnall pigs four to five
weoks old, can now be purchased for fifty
cents per head. In fact hogs are more
plenty now than before the war. Our
breeds have also been improved, being
mostiy & cross between the old country
hogs and the large and famous Chester
County white hoge.

Distases or sTocK.— Gloucester Co..
Va—Horned cuttls have been attacked
‘]vith “ murrain,” and large numbers huve
died.
head, embrscing nine out of eleven miich
cows. The morixlity has been far beyond
that of any previous year for the last
twenty-five years, and it still continues.

Knox County, Tenn.—Catile, especinl-
ly milch cows, are still dying near where

wenttl of Jgtveulture for Nobw Seotin,

One farmer lust two-thirds of his |
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1
the Lexiw enttle wore fd ns they wetn
ahipped through to Virginin,  Cholord 18
it winklng ita ravigos sutoig the hogs
uhd chickons in diffsront purts of Lo
cutititys

Woudson Cotinty, Kuns,—Muny cattlo
have died of Hpunish fover fu thy southe
enstorth portion of the county dutlng the
lust two wovks, A drove of L'exas enttle
wore drivon threugh thit part of the
county i August, avd i nbout two weuks
the dissuss broke out wnong the native
enttlo.  Boveral horass diwd of the sume
digouss,  The symptos of the horses
wote the sume ts u} the cattle,

Lube:te County, Kuns.—8Spanish fover
In provaillng smong cattles lns proved
fatul to tmatty hords,

Lebunon Qv Put—~A diseaso amotig
clilekets (said to be worms in the throat)
has {0 tmabry dustances destroyed nearly
whole flucks, ‘Tobacco-smoke, turpenting,
amd druwing out the worms with stoall
inchors, arg remnedies used with twore or
oss effects

Graves County, Ky —Hog cholern s
raging to cousidotably extaii, aud chick-
ens are uffectod by s similar diseuso.

Spencer County, Sy—Hog cholern is
provailing in solitted cases,

Lucus County, Towa—Many hogs hnve
died of' cholera, some farmers huve lost
all 4 no remedy fouand.

Newtvn County, Ark—Rumbor of hogs
reduced 60 por cont, the pust summer by
cliofern, # Mutrain® is muking sad havoos
amoug the cattle of this county.

AUTUMN COLORS OF FOLIAGE.
. Wo havo before suggested that we should,
in selecting trees for planting, keep in mind
the character of their stumnal folinges.  Itis
50 plessant to have bits of bright color ere
and there, and they will be all the brigliter if
Irought out against a background of over-
greens. We ando = good it in this way by
accident, having planted & Sorrel-tree (Ovy-
dendrum arborew) in full view from our
study window, Weadmire the tree for its
abundant long strings of Lily-of-the-Valley-
likg flowers; and placed it near the house,
This autunn its folinge has ripened up to a
rich ¢rimson, against which the white seed-
vessels, which Jook alinost like the flowers
which preceded them, show in fine contrast,

There is scarlely anything so brilliant at
this scason as the Virginia Crecper. We
pass & hemlock directly upon & river bank,
and upen its trunk is & dense patch of the
folinge of the creeper that in previous years
had been & wonder of color.  This jear it
turncd & dull brown, and remained s for
several days. The other evening we found
the brown changed fo & hlazc of scarlet. The
colour had come in a single day, more bril-
liant than words can describe.  “This happen-
¢d on & warm day, when there had been no
froet for weeke,  Indeed, it s now well es-
tablished that frost has little oc no agency in
prodacing the autamnal tints of our foresis,
the moet brilliant effects heing produced in
warn seasons, when the leaves have an op-

portonity to ripen completely.
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Me Quinn sent us this spring some scions
of a Japinese pear which he said was worth
growing for the beauty of its foliage. The
caves are of enormous size, about as large as
one’s hand, and of” a fine, glossy green, which
i antwnn turns to 4 brilliant sealet. We
have not seen the frnit and do not know what
species of pear it is, but it is highly orna-
mental, cither in its green dress or in its
flaming colors. —~Amdrican dgriculturist,

ADVERTISEMENTS!
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THE 54th VOLUME!
For 18721
THE ILLUSTRATED

Phrenological Journal,
4 First-Class Family Magazine.

PHRENOLOGY . —The Bram and its Functions;
Location of the Organs, with directions for culture
and training, and the relations ot Mind and Body
deseribed.

PHYSIOGNOMY. or the **Signs of Character
with illustrations, and how to Read them," is a ape-
cial feature.

ETUNOLOGY, or The Natural Higtory of Man,
illustiated, wiil be given.

PHYSIOLOGY AND ANATOMY.—The Organ-
ization, structure and unctions of the human body';
with the laws of Ite and health.  What we should
cat and drnk, how to clothe, and how to exercise,
sleep and hve, inaccordance with hygieme princi-

ples.

PORTRAITS, sketches and Uiographics of lead-
ing men and women jin all departments of life, are
special features.

PARENTS, TEACHERS AND OTHERS.—As
a guide in eJucaling and training Children, this
magazine has no superior.

Much gencral intormation on_the leading topics
of the duy is given, and uo cffonts are spared to
make this the most interesting and instructive as
well as the Best Pictorial tamily Magaczine cver
published.

LESTABLISHED—~Tue Jovnxav hasreached its
54th Yolume. It has sleadnli; increased in favar
during the many years it has been published, and
Was lever more popular thau now.

TERNS. - Monthly, at $3 a year, in advance.—
Single numbers, 30 cents.  Clubs of ten or more,
$2cach, and an eXtra copy to Agent.

We are offering the most liberul Preminms.  In-
close 15 cents 1or & sample number, with new Pic-
torial Poster and Prospectus, and a complete List of
Premiums.

Address,  S.R. WELLS, Pullisker.
389 Broadway, New York.

SEEDS

FOR TIE

FLOWER GARDEN,
KITCHEN GARDEN,
AND FIELD.

OUR stock of SEEDS, of the growth of 1870, is
now complete, and comprises the finest assortment
ever offered in Halifax. The last season having
been very favorable for the ripening of Sceds, the
quality ot all kinds will be found excellent.

Farmers and Agriculiural Svcicties
will do well to examine our stock of TURNIP,
CARROT and MANGEI-\WURTZEL, Seed Qats,
Seed Potatoes, TIMOTHY and CLOVER, all of
which we offer at lowest market rates.

Dealers will be supplied on liberal terms, cither
by the pound, or in small packets for retailiug.

FLOWER SEEDS forwarded free i1y post to any
part of the Vominivn.

An [lustrated Deseriptive Catalogie, containing
much usctul information as to the culture of Sceds
and the management of the garden, may behad free
on application.

AVERY, BROWN & CO,

May, 1871. 8, 10 and 12 George Street.

AGRICULTURAL

FIRE INSURANCE GOMPANY,

Watertown, New York State,
Established 1853,

CASI ASSETSu. ovn. ..., cerese $600,000
Drrosited witit Tnr GOVERNMENT Foit THE
PROTECTION OF 173 DOMINION POLICY HOLDELS
ONLYeseesnseeenstnannss aaesees B100,000

R. G« TREMALN,
General Agent for the Maritime Provinces.
Office, 64 Bedfod Row, Halifax, N. 8.
INSURLS ONLY PRIVATE RESIDEN CLS,

JHOUSEHOLD FURNITURE AND
FARM PROPLERTIES.

The Agricultural makes & speciality of insuring
Fann properties, having introduced the system ot
1ssuing policies for oue, two and three years, so
that the Farmer may not have the nouble and re-
sponsibility of renewing his policy each year.

The Agricultural dues a strictly non -hazardous
business, aad will not insure stochsn trade, public
building= or manutnctories of any hind, is thercby
enabled to fusure private residences and furm pro-

erties at exceedingly low rates. For instance—a

aru worth, say S50, may be insured fur $104, for
the term of three years, on payment of one premsum
of 38, bemg only 2 per cent. for three years. kFarm
stock of ull kinds insured at the same rate.

Farmers protect yourselves and familics by in-
suring.

LI Read our Circulars.
AGENTS THROUGHOUT THL COUNTRY.

August 1871,

Rough Plate Glass

For Hothouscs and Garden Frames
Can be supplied as under:

In PLATES containing not above s d.
Ux10.. .0 54 o
L S P DRI I N -
L . 63} a
P PO I 2
4 % e Creeteeniniaaeia, 741 8
PO . 0 I
B 5 i sieeeeiiennl0 83| B
T TR T TR SO ORUPOUPRRN | I T I S
§ o LI G s} ®
2 PR | BB -
10 % iitiiiiiiiiiiieiiieneennn 0 9 | P
B Y B TR =
8 D P P N 1 B
DL N I} J K

Delivered f. o. b. at Liverpool, subject to 30 p. ¢
discount. Packing case to be charged for.

Orders sent to THOMAS PAYNE, Post-orrice,
Havrax, will reccive immediate attention.

AGRIGULTURAL BONE MILL

THIS MILL is now in full operation,fand large
quantities of Boues are offered tur sale.

The Mill 1s under supervision of the Board ot
Agriculture of Nova Scotia, and all Bonessold at
the cstablishment are genuine.

PRICKS.
Halfinch Bone....... +..824.00 per ton.
Finely-ground Bone....... 30.00 ¢
Delivered free of charge, on ULcard the Cars at
Richmond Depot.

Yurchasers will save trouble by sending their
own bags, which, together with orders, niay be left
at Stauford’s Leather Store, 26 Water Street.

JAMES STANFORD.

¢¢ 'The IExcel Churn??
AND

“THE ECHO AXLE.

Patented by ISAAC McNAUGHTON, Hopewell,
Pictou Co., N. S.
August, 1871,

NEW AND IMPROVED
VEGETABLE SEEDS.

PQTATQES.

King of the Earlies or Fifty Dular Potato—~Tho
earlicst, most prolitic, and tinest of all the American
varictics, 135 lbs, raised from one. 25 cents i, 4

Climnx—For carliness and productiveness ranks
with the very best eversent out citlier by American
or English growers. 124 cents 1b.

resee’s P2rolijic—="Tubers lurge, regular in shape;
produces no seed balls; tesh white; covks quickly;
18 very mealy and of excellent quality; yield ex.
ceedmyg one fiundred fold; a most valuable variety
for ficld culture. 12} cents 1b.

Early Kosa—This standard variety has proved
one of the best ever introduced. It has given sa-
tisfaction to all. Its carliness and produciveness
Ueing attested by all cultivators ot note. & centsi.

Garnet Clilie—tarly Whites and Russi s Llues. |
So well kunown by all cultivators in this province,
need 1o comment.

——

Chamysion Scarlet Runner—A gigauntic variety.
50 cents quart.

Murblehead Mammoth Drumbead Cabbage—Alarge
varicty of klat Dutch. 124 cents packet.
Improved £arly Paris Caulijlower—13) s, packet.
Sealey's Leritthin White Celery—The lurgest in -
cultivation. 12§ cts. packet.

Gianl Rocca Tripoli Onivn—A lurge variety, and
better suited to this climate than Danvers®
124 cts. packet.

Abbot's Thollow Crown'd £ snip—"The best flavoured
Parsuip in cultivation. = 10 cts. packet.
Mammwoth Prize Squash—Grows o weigh 18J lbs.
Trophy meato-'l‘{w cnrllicst and best red. 10 eta.
acKket.

Sutton's Ring.cader g«u—n‘ , proved itself the
carliest stick pea grown.  Reight 3 fect.
dJcts. quart.

Saunders * Litile Wonder” Pea—The best and
most productive dwarf Pea known. Kequires
no sticks. Height 9 in, 2H cts. quart.
Carter's Imperial Sweed and Mammoth Mangels.
Carter's Mammoth Mangel Wurzle—40 cts. b,
Carter's Imperial Swede—40 cts. 1b.

ALFRED SAUNDLIRS,
Practical Seedsman & Horticulturist,
170 Argyle St., Halifuz, (¢pposite Messrs. J.
Northup § Sons.) -
May, 1871,

‘AN INCREASE GOF RICH
MILE AND BUTTER

is produced in overy case where the

ARABIAN SPICE

is used. Iorses run down and in low condition
are soon brought round. Raged, beggarly look-
ing Sheep are clothed with a flecce of valugple
wool in an astonishing short zpace of time. The
squecling Pig soon_becomes fat and happy when
fed on food seasoned with the Arabian Spice.

The ARABIAN SPICE is warranted to surpass
anything vet iutroduced tor Poultry.

Sold in tins 37} cents und $1 each.

Wholesale from WOOLRICH'S English Phar-
macy. Upper Water Street, Halifax, .

June, 1870,
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