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‘¢ PROVE ALL THINGS, HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GeOD."’

SACREDEXTRACTS.

s

SCRIPTURAL FIGURES OF SPEECH, ON THE SUBJECT O¥
FAITH, AND REPENTANCE ; EXPLAINED BY LITERAL
PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE.

;% COMPARING SPIRITUAL THINGS BY SPIRITUAL.”

‘“ The word of Goﬁ,'is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder
of soul and spirit, and ofthe jointsand marrow, andis a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Heb. iv. 12.

¢ The words. which I speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they are life.”” John, . ’

¢“And you hath he QuicKENED who weré DEAD in TRESS-

“passks and sins.” Ephes. ii. 1. o,

¢¢ Faith cometh by hearing the word of God.” Rom. x, 17.

¢ Now WHEN THEY HEARD this, they were pricked in their
heart.” Acts ii. 37.

¢t And Nathan said to David, thou art the man, thus saith
the Lord God of Jehovah,” &c.  ‘Azd David said unto Nathan
I have sinned against the Lord,” &c. 2 Sam, xii. 7, 13.
+¢¢ He that hath my word let him speak my word faithfully.”’
# I not my word as a fire saith the Lord, and like a hammer that
breaketh the rock in peices.” Jer. xxiii. 28. .

‘¢ And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah saying,” &e.
‘¢ preach unto Nineveh the preaching that I bid thee.” ‘“ And
hé cried and said yet 40 days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.
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So rue peorLE of Nineveh, BtLievep God, and proclaimed a
fast,” &e. ‘*and God saw their worke, that they turned from
their evil, and God repented of the evil that he had said he would
do unto them, and he did it not.” Jonah iii.

¢« All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profita-
ble for doctrine, for reproof,” (or conviction) &e. 2 Tim. iii. 16.

¢« I will send the Spirit unto you, and when He is come he
will convince the world of sin,” &c. ¢ of sin because they be-
lieve ngt in me.” John xvi.

¢ Apollos mighty in the Seriptures,™ &e. * mightily cor-
vincep the Jews, and that publickly, shewing by TrE ScrieTURES
that Jesus was the Christ.” Actsxwiii. 24, 28,

¢« No msn can come to me exc¢aptthe Father which hath sent
me, praw him.”* John vi. 44. o
© ¢« AndI, if 1 belifted apfrom the earth will praw all menun-
to me.” John xii. 32. :

‘¢ With loving kindness have I prawn thee.” Jer. xxxi. 3.

¢“1 prew them with cords of a man, (human motives,) with
bands of love.”” Hosea xi. 4. )

‘¢ The gooduess of God, LuapeTs thee to Repentance.”—
Rom. ii. 4. :

¢¢ The love of Christ consTRAINETE us.” 2 Cor. v. 14.

. *¢ After this rese up Judas, &e. and prev- away much people
after him.” Aects v. 37,

¢¢ 1t is written in the Prophets, and they shall be all TAvenr
of God,”” (how?) “every man therefore who.hath #2arp and hath
learned of the Father, cometh unto me ; not that any man hath
seen the Father.” ¢ Had yebelieved Moses, ye would have be-
fieved me, for he wrote of me.” John Wi, 45. v. 46.

¢¢ Search the Scriptures for therein ye think ye have eternal
tife, and they testify of me.” John v. 39. '

¢ Take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of Ged.”
Ephes. vi. 17.

¢¢ The Bereans were more noble than those in Thesolovica,
in that they'received the word, with all readisess of mi. I, and
sparched the Scriptures daily, whether these things were so,
therefore MANY oF THEM BELIEVED.” Acts xvii. 11.

““Then opened he their understandings, that they might
understanc the Scriptures,” (how ?) ¢ and sar pyTo THEM, thus
it is written,” &c. *“ Aad beginning at Moses and alithe Prophets
he expouNDED unfothem in all the Scripturesthe things concerning
himself,"> Luke xxiv. 45, 27. i i
& ¢ Holy men of God, spake as they were moved by the Holy

zhost." ‘

¢ But the Comforter, shali teach you ali things, and bring
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever 1 have sgid unto
you.” “‘He shall Testiryof me, and ye also shal. bear witness.”
Johh %iv: 26. xv. 26, 27, .
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¢ Aud when the day of Pentecost was fully come, &e. they
{believers) were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to
sPeAk witinother tongues, As-THE SPIRIT GAVE THEM UTTERANCE."
**Wheun this was noised abroad, the multitude came together ard
were confounded, because that every man HEARD THEM SPEAK in
hisown language.” ‘*And they were all amazed and were ip
doubt, saying, What meaneth this ? QOthers mocking,” && '
‘“ Bat Peter standing up with the eleven,” ‘¢ said unto them.”
&ec. &e. ** Therefore let all the house of Israel know aésim{e.d_gy,
that God hath made that same Jesus whom ye have crucified both
Lotd and Christ, now WHEN TEEY HEARD THiS, THEY were pricked
in their heart, and said unto Peter, and to the rest of the Apbsiles,
Men and brethren, what ghiall we do? Then Peter.said unto them,
repent and be haptized évery one of you,. in the name of Jesug:
Christ for the remission of sins, and vE sgaLL receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost.”” *“ And with many otlier words did he testify,
and exhort, saying, Save yourselves,’” &c. ‘¢ Then they that
gladly teceived his word were baptized: and the same day, there
were added unto them about 3000 souls. And they continued’
stedfastly in the Apostle’s doctrine and féellowship, and in break-
ing of bread, and in prayers,” &c. ‘‘Andthe Lord added daily io
the Church, such as should be saven,” (the saven.) Acts ii.

Jesus nao preached ¢ the time is fulfilled, and the Kincpost *
oF (;on, IS AT BAND, repent ye, and helieve the Gospél.”” Mark
L 15,
‘¢ He that BELIEVETH and'is 5APTIZED shall be saven.” Mark
xvi. 16.
*“ Except aman beborn of Warsr and of'the Sprrir, he
cannot enter into ths Xingdom of Gop,” John ili. 5.

‘¢ After the way Tucy call Heresy so worship I the God of my
fathers, believing all things which are WRITTEN in the law and
the Prophets.”

-

AY

TRUTH.—The Trurx as it cannot be wrong in itself, cau-

not lead us to any thing thatis wrong. * * Awl TRUTE neces-’
sary to Salvation is revealed in the Holy Scriptures; and the
‘Scriptures, not the apinions of men, nof of learned men, no, not of’
good wmen, are the Rule of our faith, Meén of knewledge and in-
tegrity may be useful to us as instructoys, to open the sense of*
God’s Word; but itis the Word ang the Revelation of God, alone,
upon which my faith is to be founded. * * DrrricuLT PricEs
are to be explained by THoSE, that are easy to bé understoed. * *
Whatever we find is plainly. added, or diminished, by human
interpretation or-schemes, we ought peremptorily to veject as
dangerous innovation.~—(From an-auihér 100 years ago.)’
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From the Millenntal Harbinger, -

¢ 1

SYNOPSIS OF REFORMATION PRINCIPLES, &e.

Myr. Stevens, the Editorofthe ¢ Cross and Buptist Journal,"
has, with the concurrence, no doubt, of Mr. Lynd, inserted in
his columns and given in a single paper the whole of my reply to
Mr. Lynd's essay on my views of converting power, as he undor-
stands them. For thisact of justice these gentlemen are entitled
tomy thanks. Mr. Beebee, oftha ¢* New York Baplist Register,™
has pot, so far as I have seen, been so honourable: he has not
yel disabused the minds of his readers [rom the unfavourable im-
pressions he endeavoured to create’ agatnst me. I do hope that
that gentleman will take into his most grave consideration the
well-established priuciple, that justice is the foundation of all the
socigl virtues,

Mr. Lyad has given bath a pre-view, and re-view of my spe-
culations upon his specifications of my heteroduxy on that subject.
The former preceded,iand the latter succeeded the appearance
of my reply in the aforesaid Journal. The former is short and
very pithy ; while the latter is both long and broad, without being
eitherdeep or high. A single paragraph completes the pre-view,
while one broad side of the Cross and Journal, with a column
and 4 half of a second broad side are engrossed with the re-view.
As it would be ineligible to our readers to have a part of the re-
view in one volume and the remainder of it in another; and as
we could not, with any regard tathe subjects on hand, in a final
pumber, insert both articles, we shall confine ourselves to tha
pre-view in the present volume, and file the re-view forthe next.

I have said the pre-view isshort, but pithy. It concentratesa
in'a single blow the force of {ull seven columns of the re-view,
I shall not further detain my readers from the pleasure of reading
it for themselves :—

¢ The Influences of the Holy Spirit.—It will be recollected by
_the readers of the Cross and Journal, that some time singce [
furnished some remarks upon the views of Mi:. Campbell on the
subject that stands at the head of this article. To these remarks
Mr, Campbell has replied in the Harbinger, commencing with
the pumber in July, and concludiog with that in September.—
My essay makes about six pages of the Harbinger, and ¥ do not
much admire itsdivision into three parts, each at a month’s dis-
tance from the reader. Perhaps1 have no right to complain, and
yet Ithink that Mr, Campbell might have given it to his readers
with more profit as @ whole, and especially as he must perceive
that the entire merit of the reformalion is suspended on this sub-
jeet.  But without further introductory remarks, and designing
to answer it in the Cross and Journal of next week, 1 give you
the reply of Mr. Campbell.”
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Mr. Campbel! ** must preceive”—what?—! ¢ that the enTsra
mERIT of the reformalion is suspended on this subject!” What
a compliment ! Yes, I must percewe that the entire MERIT of all
that has been said, written, and done during our editorial career
of almost fifteen years, js, by the Herculean power of Mr., Lynd’s
imagination, condensed into the nutshell dimensions of a single
speculution,on the metaphysics of some abstract entity,about what
is not so much as once named in the Bible. Vet, in our judg-
meut, were all that is sritten, and preached on this subject ex-.
punged from the reformation that we plead, it would not ve minus
half the value of the annual tithe of the mint, anise, and cummin
of the poorest and the strictest Phariseo in the worst days of
Judah and Benjamin. The best refutation of this (may I call it)
unintentional reproach which we could offer, wvould be a synapsis
of the grand items of the reformation for which we have contended
and still contend. But this would require more leisure and con-
sideration than we now have at command. Nevertheless, we
shall give a bold sketch of the prominent landmarks, accompanied
with some explanatory remarks, torthe benefit of our more recent
readers.

SYNOPSIS OF REFORMATION PRINCIPLES & OBJECTS,
CHAPTER L.

YoR THE HEALING OF DIVISIONS AMONG CHRISTIANS, AND THE BET~
TER UNDERSTANDING oF THE CBRisTIAN INS’I‘ITUTlON, THE
FOLLOWING OBJECTS AND PRINCIPLES HAVE BEEN PRGPUSED AND
DISCUSSED — . .

1. The resloration of @ pure speech, or the calling of Biblethings,
by Bible names.

Primitive Judaism was greatly corrupted before, but the
gacred dialect was almost wholly lost during, the Babylonish cap-
tivity. The re‘ormers of that day that brought Israel back, be-
@an the work by restoring a pure speech. So must we now.—
We must adopt the Bible nomenclature in preference to the new
names, the barbarous words and phrases of scholastic divinity —
More than half the religious controversies are about words of
foreign importation, which have made obsoléte, or supplanted the,
dictior of the Holy Spirit. As a sovereign cure, and preventive
of Protestant partyisin, we therefore respectfully propose to cait
Bible things, by Bible names, and scholastic opinions, by scholas-
tic names. .

2. The Bible must be proposed as a book of facts, not of doctrines,
nor opinions; it must be understood and regarded as arranged
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upon. the principlt ofi cause and effect, or that action is to pro-
duce carresponding action.

We shall:explain this most important item by a few remarks.
When we say that. the Bible is a book of facts, we mean that it
coninins the sayings and the doings of God, and men, faithiully
reprosented in words.

The scheme or plan of its arrangement is expressed in five
words—viz Fact, lestimony, faith, feeling, action. Theseterms
are peculiarly co-extensive, and represent the sawe thing in five
attitudes. We have the love of God in fact, in testimony, in
faith, in feeling, and in action, For example, the gift. of Jesus
is.the love of God in fact; the report of it is the love of God in
word.or testimony ; the belief of it is thelove of God:in our faith;
the teeling of repentance, gratitude, joy, &ec. is.the love of God
in feeling ; and aur obedienceta all divine precepts.and promises,
is the Jove of God.in our actions, This is action producing cor-
responding action, Fact, then, is any thing said or done ; tes-
timony is the representation of it in words ; faith the beliet of
those words ; feeling the force or power of those words ; and ac-
tion the effect of them. Now that they stand in the relation of
cause and effect; is most obvious : for testimony is the proximate
cause of faith 3 faith, of feeling ; and feeling of action. For ex-
ample ;—the tears of Mary are the effect of her feelings ; her
feelings, the effect of her faith inthe death of her husband James;
her faith, the effect of the testimony of the original witnesses ;
and their testimony, i one point of veiw, is the effect of the
death of James ; while in anothier point of view, it is the fact it-
self in word. In descending from the fact te the action, the con-
nexion and dependence are still more apparent. We have first
the death of Jumes, then the testimony, then the fdith, then the
feeling inthe bosom of Mary, and then the tears. Without the
four first the lagt could not be ; yet it is admitted that the four
first might be without the last. |

Facts are the Alpha and the Omegga of the Bible. The first:
statement in the first.verse is a fact-that is past-: it ends with &
statement of a fact that is to come. Now in redeeming seciety.
from the confusion, and collision of so many artificial, and conflici-
ing theories of Religion and ofthe Bible, it may be-xpedient to
show that theve is but one natural, rational, and immuvtable ar-
rangement of things ; inthe order, too, of cause and effeet, which
is diterse from every human system of Religion, in the werld.
The philosophy-ofthre plan on which the Bible pfoceeds is sammari-
ly this: There must be something done before it-can be reported ;
it inust be reported before it can be believed; it must be-believed
before, it,can be felt, and it must be felt before & corresponding
course of action can he institutéd. Thus, Jesus died for-our sins.
kefors the Apostlesiestified it ; they. testified it beforerwe believ-
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ed it ; we believed it before we felt penitence-or a disposition to
return to God ; and we felt this penitence -and disposition to re-
turn to God before we actually reformed our lives.

it is by reasonings of this sort that we sustain our allegata
concerning numerovs systems of doctrine as being unphilosophic,
unscriptaral, and injutious to society. Indeed all abstract doc-
trines are useless as respects the edification of saints, or the con-
version of sinners. They are matters purely intellectual, ad-
«dressed to the understanding rather than to the heart. They
Bmploy-our powers of discrimination more than they engage, the
affections, or sanctify the heart. We value the above expose of
the Bible scheme, not only because it will, in our judgment, be
found strictly and immutably true, but because of its utility ia
directing the labors of those engaged in the conversion of the
world. They will rely much more upon presenting the wonder-
ful fuctsof man’s redemption, in demonstration of the love ofGod,
than upon the explanation of the terms, or upon proving the
truth of any abstract and speculative proposition about the doc-
trines of the Bible. ’

8. -The Bible alone, instead of uny lyman ereed, as the only rafi-
onal and solid foundation of Christian Union and Commu-
nion. X

We have abundantly shown, and all the pages of Ecclesias-
tic history irrefragably show, that so many creeds, so masy par-
ties ; and that every reformation of a human creed, has produced
a new party i Religion.

4. The Reading and Expounding of the Sacred Scriplwres in pud-
lic assemblies, instead of Texl-preaching, Sermonizing, and
Philosophizing.

Text-preaching, and Sermon making is atrade, that hae been
driven much to the disadvantage both of the Bible,and community.
We do not say that a person may not speak good sense, and to the
poiot for nhour upon justification, sanctification, election, &e.
&ec. ; but it is exceedingly difficult fo do so, without perverting
both the text, and the context if he follow the medern plan. How-
ever, Text-preaching is quite a modern invention, and was wholly
unknown in the age of the Prophetsand Aposties: 4ud thisalone
is enough to secure its Scriptural reptobation by alt who believé
in the plenary inspiration, and guidance of the original Freachers
of the Gospel. This scheme has filled the pulpit with a race of
pigmies inthe Bible as diminutive as ever lived. The manufac-
ture of skeletons and forms of Sermouns is quite a business, and'a
person hazards the Demetrian censure for calling it ia question.
Preaching isthus made easy, and inthisday of reading rather than
of speaking discourses, a person, of very ordinary capacity, ané
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with little or noknowledge ofthe Bible, and for a few dollars worth
of skeletons, may become a celebrated Preacher.

8. The Right of Privafe Opinion in all mallers nof revealed, in
contradistinclion fram the common faith, without the forfeiturd
of Christian Characler, or Chrisliun Privilege.

The difference which not mere difinition, but reason and
truth, make between knowledge, faith, and opinion, should be
clearly and broadly drawn ; und while unity in the faith oughtto
be essential to Christian co-operation, differences in all matters
of opinion, should be borne without any diminution of all the
kindliest charities of the Christian spirit. In this way alone car
any community long enjoy the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of

eace.
P So readeth tho first ¢hapter, or such are the peculiarities of
the doctrine of reformation, asrespects the present state of Pro~
testant Christendom.

i CHAPTER II.
PrisicirLes axp Oesects or Crurcn Rerory.

b, The Chuvch of Jesus Christ is constilulionally composed of those
who have confessed their faith in the celestial proposifion—
TaaT Jesus oF NazareTH 38 THE MEssian, THE Son op
Gop, and the only Saviour of the world, and have pul him om,
by a Buplism inlo his Death. -

Though Jesus Christ said he should build his Church upon
this rock foundation, and Paul asserts that no other can be laid
as of divine authority ; yet no society of our acquaintance requires
such a distinct confession,in order to Baptism,or Church Meinber.
ship. It is peculiar to the Disciples of Christ. Ezperience, cal-
led Christian, or subscription to some dogmas of ductrine, are re-
quired in all other professing communities.

2. The Administration of the Infernal and External affuirs of the
Chureh is placed, in the hands of Bishops, Deacons, and Mes~
sengers exlraordinary.

’

These officers as naturally and as necessarily belong to the
Christian Church, as the head, the hand, and the foot to the hu~
man body. Every individual community needs them. A single
Congregation elects, ordains, and sanctifies them for its own use
and service. Thetenure of none of these offices is perpetual, nor
does th= iner mbent possess universal authority. ’

‘The jurisdiction of the Bishosp's office of teaching and ruling
oxtends oply to one Congregation, and during good behaviour.
The Deacon’s office is also limited to the temporal concerns of a
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fifigle Church, whether he serve in the capacit, of a door-keeper,
lamp-lighter, almoner, treasurer, or purveyor for the Congrega~
tion. Should dny of these ufficers migrate to another communi-
ty, he must enterit, inthe capacity of a private member, and so
continue till elected, ordained, and sanctified by the new Church
of which he ig now & mémber.

Thé Messengers extraordinary, sometimes called ¢ Evange-
fists,” ¢ Ministers,’’ ‘“Messengers,” ‘“Apostles of the Churches,”
‘‘are pérécnd sanctified and sent out by the Church on errands
belonging to the external relations of tha Church. Of this sort
are the Preachers, or Evangelists sent abroad into the world for
the cogiversioll of sinfiers dnd the setting up and setting in order
pew Churches.® There may bé othet Mgessengers extraordinary,
besides these, iri the discharge of any of those relative duties, which
belong to the co-operation of the Churches, in any state, or natiua,
in the great concerns of the common salvation.

8. The Sarictification of the Lord’s day, by meeting in honour of
the resurrection of the Saviour, and especially with a reference
to the celebration of the Lovd’s Supper, is esseatial to the Edifi-
calton, 15 the Spiriluality, Holiness, Usefulness, and Happi-
ness of the Christian communily.

It is riot d2signed to throw into iheé shade any other duties
6f the Christian Church while contending for those above stated;
but because no society, save the Disciples of Christ, go regard,
observe, dnd celebrate the Lord’s day, we endeavour to arrest
the attention of our fellow professors to the great design of it,
and of {he coming togetlier of the members of Christ’s family on
that dny. When adsermbled for this chief purpose, the reading.
of the Scriptures, teaching, exhortation, prayer, praise, contri-
butions for the poor, and discipline when called for, are &ll in
order and necessary to the ddvancertent and growth of the
Christian Church in all the grdces of the Spirit, and in all the
fruits of holiness,

4. The Church not beinig of this world, casino! levy any conitribution
on those without, for any religious of political purpose; neither
ought she tv go a begging (v the worid, for aid to support, or ez-
terdd Christianity.

Thus readeth thée second chapter of feform. In this synop-

§is, it will be remembéred we do not detail everything, nor prove

any thing; but only state thie prominent points which have been

stated, elabordted, and sustained in the currest reformation.—
e thereforé hasten fo

* Some parties, without a singlé' text in'the Bible to sdhetion it, license per-’
0ns to preach abioed, while they forbid them to admimster any of the positive’
fsntitutions of the kingdom. . -

X
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CHAPTER Iii.

PriNcirLES ESSENTIAL To THE PROPER DISPENSATION
OF THE GOSPEL.

1. The Gospel is not @ Theory, @ Doctrine, a system of moral or
spiritual Philosoply ; not cven the theory of Faith, Repent-
ance, Baptism, Remission of Sins, Adoption, the Holy Spirit,
and Eternal Life.

That a-peison must believe, and believe before he can repent,
and repent before he can be Scripturally Baptized} and thet all
these must precede his admission into the Christian Church, and
the enjoyment of the privileges of the New Covenant, is most
Scripturally true; bnt yet this is not the Gospel. Nor is a cor-
rect definition of faith, repentance, baptism, justification, the Holy
Spirit, eternal life } nor the most Philosophic or Biblical arrange-
ment of them, the Gospel of Christ,  Much less ean the five dog-
matic points of Calvinisin or Arminianism constitute the Gospel;
but the Gospel is the proclamation in the name of God, of Remissi-
on of Sinsand Eternal Life, through the sacrifice and mediation of
Jesus Christ, to every one that obeys him in the instituted way.

It is uot the Preaching of Faith, but of THe Fartu; itis
not a display of the significance, value, -and importance of faith,
repentauce, baptism, regeneration, justification, sauactification, or
any other werd or phrase, or thing in the Bible; butitis a clear,
full, and authoritative statement of Pardon aud Eternal Life from
the philanthropy of God, through the interposition of Jesus, in a
positive institution. It is Pardon and Eternal Life, by putting
onrselves-under the guidance of Jesus Christ,

2. Three things are essential to a Christien—a peculiar dispositi-
on, state, and character. These must be changed from a pres
ternaturel or fleskly state, to that whichk is Spirvitual and
Heavenly.

Finding the Gospel veiled in the scholastic jargon of an un.
taught and unintelligible style, we have leng wrestled in' favor of
a more simpie and consistent view of the value of faith, repentance,
and baptisin, as introductory to the Christian state, and to make
the difference between change of heart, or disposition; and state,
and character as striking as possible. These three ave not one, nor
to be confounded with each other. A new heart is not pardon nor
justification, nor is pardon a new heart., Justification is not sane-
tification, nor is pardon a new character. The Holy Spirit as now
ministered by Christ, (for Jesus is now Lord of the Spirit) con-
vinced the world of sin, righteoasness, and judgment by three argu-
ments : of sin, because they believed uot on him ; ofrighteousness,
because he went to the Father; of judgment, because the Prince
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of this world was judged by him. This, when understood, changes
the disposition or state of the mind.  Faith, Repentance, and Bap-
tism, change the state of the person, and conformity to this new
state makes the new character.

8. The Resurrection of the Just, the coming of the Lovd Jesus, in
kis own proper glovified person, and Eternal Life, constitute
the grand ebjects of the Christian’s hope. .

We are thus explicit on this subject, because we have found
many who say they ¢ have got a hope that their sins are, pardoned.”
There neither is, nor can be such a hope. Fope has always a
future ohject ; and pardon is never proposed to sinners, as an ob-
Jject future, to thosein the Christian state, What a person has, he
cannot hope for. He that has hissins forgiven, cannot hope for
forgiveness. The Christian hope for which he is commanded al-
ways to furnish a reason, or to be ready to do it, is not pardon nor
Jjustification, regeneration nor sanctification, but Kternal Life at
the coming of the Lord.

4. No theory of Spiritual influence in Conversion, is the influence
of the Spirit. Therefore, to deny any theory, isnot to deny
the influcnce of the Spirit. ’

The Theory which has frequently led to enthusiasm and fana-
ticism, and which necessarily tends that way, and which directly
makes the testimony of God of no value, is the only theory which
our views of propriety would permit us to oppose. That theory of
regeneration which iuparts a holy principle, regenerates a person,
or works faith in his heart physically, or without the instrumenta-
lity of the word, independent of the word, and without any know-
ledge of it, is, in our judgement, of ruinous tendency. There may
be other theories somewhat injurious and worthy of exposure ; but
this, with us, is indubitably so. Some of the sects are now dis-
owning it. Butitisa part, an essential part of Calvinism, Armi-
nianism, and Fullerism ; for, without it, as they teach, there is no
salvation for infants —not even for elect infants 1 !

The Presbyterian and Baptist Confessions of Faith, now lying
before me, positively thus declare, ¢ Elect infants, dying in infancy,
are regenerated and saved by Christ through the Spirit, whe work-
eth when, and where, and how he pleaseth. So also are all uther
elect persous who are incapable of being outwardly called by the
ministry of the word.”—[ Westminster and Baptist Confessions of
Faith, ck. 10, art. 8.] This physical, metaphysical, systematic,
without the word regeuneration, is that theory which bas occasioned
so-much discussion and gained for usso many reproaches and calum-
nies. There is not a text in the Bible which can be quoted, that
leans in the least to such a dogma. Hence the Westminster
Divines only refer to Luke xviii, 15, 16, John iii. 8, Aects ii. 38,
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30. qad iv. 12th verse to proveit ; in none of which, more than i
tbg' Ist verse of Genesis, is there an allusion to physical regenes
auon.

We have not room wor inclination now to dwell on the neces-
sity of a more rationa} aod Seriptural system of interpreting the
Sciiptures, qor {0 expatiate on how many passpges of the Good
Book Lave been rescued from the mystifications, and perversions of
enthusiasm, and sectarianism during the peading controversies, and
shall conclyde with a specification or two under g fourth head.

CHAPTER IV.
PERSONAL AND FamirLy BREFORMATION,

3. As paersonal intelitgepce, purity, and happiness is the end of all
public or privage, theoretic or practical Reformatior, the
present stav;dqrd of persangl knowledge, faith, piety, and
morality &eing foo. low, must be greatly elevated. )

!

The Church is filled with an ignorant, faithless, carnal, and
immoral class of Professors, the natural result of the operation of
Tezt-preaching, Sermonizing, and speculating upon points of Doc-
trine aud sound notions. The Secriptures are not studied, read,
conversed upon, laid up in the heart, and consequently not drawn
out, iate the life of a laige majority of professors,

2. Family Education; and Domestic Religion must be, ¥ need not
say, greatly advanced, but begun.

We haye nominal Christian parents, with almost Pagan fami.
fies in a}l Charches in the land. We meau that there are many
professed Christian parents, who almost wholly negleet their fami-
lies, and suffer them to grow up without religious, and moral cul-
ture ; and of the few who gractise the forms of family Religion,
but a very small portion take much pains to instruct their children
and servants in the way of the Lord. There are, indeed, by very
many professors, infinite paing taken to raise up families for the
best circles on earth; but’how little tp quslify the poor deluded
vouth of those families for the heaveunly circles. We waat, and
must hdve, a radjeal and thorough Reformation in family Religion
and family Education. In respect to hoth Personal, and Family
Religion and Education, we need more reading of God’s Book,
more meditating upon it, more conversation about it, more praying,
more singing, miore fasting, mare rejoicing, more zeal, more mora-
lity, wore truth, moare honesty, and iofinitely less dissimulation,
duplicity, bargain and promise-breaking, selfishuess, and caraali-
ty aniongst professors,«than we now find amongst large masses of
the Evangelicals of ourday.
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Such is 2 miniature view of the four Chapters of the much
needed Reformation for which we contend ; and in effecting which
we have been so much impeded by the ery of ¢ heresy,” from the
men on the walls of Zion, who ought to have with heart and hand
aiued us in this great and all-important work.

So much is respectfully submitted in answer to Mr. Lynd’s
pre-view, asabove quoted. A, CAMPBELL,

From the Millenpial Harbinger.

DIALOGUE

BETWEEN MARTIN LUTUER AND THE MONK ERASTIAN.
[ Never before published.]

Erastian. Friend LUuTHER, What think you has become
of your pious father?

Luther. He hasgone to Heaven, sir, I doubt not.

Erastian. And your mother too?

Luther. Yes, and my mother too; and my grand father and
grand mother also : for Saxony can hoast of no Catholics more de-
vout than they.

Erastian, Asd in the name of both Saint Peter and Saint
Paul, why have you raised all this fuss in Germany and throughout
the world? Do you expect apy thing better than to go to Heaven
when you die?

Luther. Nothing better than to enjoy Heaven.

Erastian. If, then, your piousancestors, whelivedand died
in the bosom of the Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, have
gone io Heaven as you believe, how dare you geparate from that
Church?  Are you sure that, separated from that Church, you
can arrive at Heaven? Resides, ydu say you can promise your-
self no more than Heaven where you now stand; why not, then,
have kept the good company of your virtuous ancestors, and walk-
ed with them in the good old way, rather than be enrolled with
heretics and hazard so much for nothing gained!

Luther. ¢ For nothing geined!1” Why, sir, T have gained
every thing in renoyncing the Pope—peace of mind and the joy-
ful hope of Heaven.

Erastian. Remember you have conceded that your aucestors
gained Heaven in the Church of Rome: and why could not you ?

Luther. Because they were pious members of that Church,
wwhich I could not possibly be,

Erastian. 'Why not?

Luther, Because 1 have beeu favoured with niore knowledge
than they. '
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Erestian. This is the first time in my life that X have beard
* more knowledge” assigned as a cause of impiety.

Luther. Youastonishme! Why, sir, there is not a casaist
in the Greek or Roman Church that does not agree with me.

Erastian. Agree with you in what?

Luther. That <“more knowledge” always condemns.

Erastian. * More knowledge” than what?

Lutker. More knowledge than conformity. To speak plain-
ly, more knowledge of the will of God than conformity to it, is.
rather impious than pious. Let me ask yon, sir, what is piety?

Erastian. Piety is the worship of God.

LZutker. The worship of God sccording to the knowledge of
his will, or without the knowledge of his will?

Erastian. According to the knowledge of his will;_for the
worship of God must be regulated by the will of God.

Luther. Frue, most true: the worship of God must be regu-
lated by the will of God. This isall that Lask. Thiskeptin mind,
and you may easily preceive why I could not be u pious member of
the Church of Rome,! though my parents were. They bved in con-
formity to all they knew, and died in the Church; I live in con-
tormity to what 1 know, aud havé left the Church, Now, as it
would have been impossible for them to have been pioss without
this conformity to known duty, so would it be impossible for me.
to be a pious member of the Roman Church. And do you think
I could have been saved in the Church of Rome without piety?

- Erastian. Not without piety ; for I lelieve there are Popes
and Cardinals, and Bishops and Monks in Hell, who died in the
Churceh as they lived in it—without piety and without virtue.

Luther. A little farther, and you may become a Protestant b

Erustian. No danger. 1 ecan be pilousin the Church as you
can be out of it.

Luther. And may not T be at leastas pious outof it as you
can be-in it, according to your own definition of piety: for have
we nat both agreed that the ratia of piety is the ratie of couformity
to the revealed will of God?

Erastian. We have; but we have not agreed in that part of
the revealed will of God that ecommands sepazation from the Church
of Rome,

Luther, We have not debated that point. Let us first de-
cidethisone. Yousought to ensnare methrough aconcession whicl:
I made for the sake of the living and the dead; but you did not
understand my concession, or else you have yssumed a false prioci-
ple in reasoning, Your hypothesisis, that I might be pious, vir-
tuous, and happy by living in accordance with the knowledge of my
ancestors, rather than by living in aceordance with my own. This
is both a common and a pernicious error; and } verily believe that
millions are deluded by it into the idolatry of the Pope; who, were
it not for it, might have saved themselves and their posterity from
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the worst tyranny ever usurped over man. ‘Why, sir, I could as
vationally expect to live upon the food that my forefathers ate as to
be approved by Gud for living as they lived, orin conformity to their
knowledge. Indeed no man can be justified to-day by living in ac-
cordance with the knowledge that he had yesterday. As soun shall
the adult man live upon the milk of the infant man, as any Christian
please God or enjoy Spiritual life by living this ycar according to
the measure of his knowledge lastyear. Every man thatcontinues
in the Greek Church or Roman Church one hour after he seesits
errors, because, as he alleges, many good people have lived and
died in it, sinsagainstreason, againstconscicace, and against God,
according to - thousand decisions on other subjects by the most
learned casuists in Rome or Constantinople.

L astian. Y ou would have us perpetually changing iy crder
tooury fection. The perfection of mutability! Whata glotious
perfection is the perfection of Protestantism!

Luther. Jesus Christ himself grew in knowledge ; and wears
commanded to prow in grace, even in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour. Certainly as the brain grows the heart should grow;
and the outward man should be proportioned to theinner. But thig
is not the question. 8hould we now, enlightened as we are, con-
form to the 1equisitions of a Church which has been degenerating
every hour for a thousand years, because she was once pure, or be«
cause our {athers lived aud died in her embraces?

Eyastian. ¥ do nnt believe in this awful degeneracy, and
therefure I cannot answer such questions.

Luther. But you believe in continving in a church after we
are convinced of its errors, because our good ancestors died in it ;
and you argue the possibility of our piety, in a corrupt church, from
the fact of theiralleged piety, wholived in better times, with other
views, and under less oppourtunities of information than have been
vouchsafed tous.

Erastian. I admit that the church may be in need of refor-
mation of manvers,and that we should attempt that, as often as there
isneed; but I do not believe that the church ever errs in doctrine,
and therefore I cannot accord to any person the right of changing
a single point of doctrine.

Luther. Yes, 1 know you assume this mysterious paradox,
that a person may have a most excellent and perfect constitution,
and yet be sick every day of his life; and hence the ease in swal-
lowing the dogma that the church may be infallibly sound in doc-
trine, 20d excessively depraved in practice. But letmetell you this
is not the point on which you assailed me.  Stick to that point.—
Remember yon would have me live and die in the church because -
my father died in it, and make me pious by conforming to what he
knew, instead of obeying the light which God has giveh me.

Erastian. Of this, at a more convenient season, wepay cone-
verse again, At present adieu! A. CAMPBELL,
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UNFULFILLED PROPHECY.
THZ NEW EARTH THE INHERITANCE OF THE MEEK.

*¢ Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” Matt.
v. 6. Such is one of the beatitudes pronounced by our Lord, ia
his Sermon on the Mount.
1st. The words of our Lord are prophetical,—* they skall in-
herit the earth.” Those meek men, whom he may at that time
have addressed, were not, as yet, possessed of the inheritance.—
And from that day even to the present, no such change hus taken
place in the situation of the Church, amid the kingdoms ef this
earth, asto do away with the application of maxims, so essential to/
the Gospel, as the beatitudes,
2d. It is the earth of which they are promised the possession.
The promised land is indeed a Heavenly one, being gified from
Heaven, but still it is a land on the earth. 1t is the same as the
Kingdom of Heaven, promised in the first beatitude; and what that
is, we are informed by Dauiel. it isthe Kingdom which the God of
Heaven establishes'in place of the Kingdom of the Image. More
especially I refer to the thisty-seventh Psalm, from whichour Lord
makes the quotation. There it is impossible to misapprehend the
prophetic sature of the benediction, or its referrence to a condition
of things on earth: Yeta hittle while, and the wicked shall not ey
ea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not ber
u* the meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in
the abundance of peace.” ver, 10, 11. How beautifully harmoni-
ous is the Word of God, when Secripture is compared with Scrip-
ture! Here, we behold the Image in power, and the church depress-
ed; butauon, the Image broken to pieces, and the church exalted.

DIVINITY OF OUR SAVIOUR.

Xt belongs not to man o perceive SPIRIT abstractedly cox-
sidered. We cannot perceive or know each others spirit, except~
ing as it is exhibited in its appropriate forms, or by some external
act. Andas Gobpisa 8P1RIT,—~we cannot know him, unless he
shall manifest himself by, and in his warks, or shall assume personal
Jorm. The nccessity under which we are thus placed, is found in
the very constitution of our nature, and must exist, so long as it
shall be characteristic of us,to acquire our ideas by means of.our cor-
poreal senses. The divinity of Jesus Chsist, is not so irrational a
doctrine, noris it so destitute of evidenee, to be derived from the
nature of things, and from the nature of man,as some have.confident-
ly pretended. The real truth is, it is founded s the nature of things,
and in the- nature of man, and therefore the Scriptures have
tauglt i,
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For the Christian Gleasier,
REVIEW OF “REMARKS ON THE BIBLE,”

IN THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.
{ Continued from page 189.)

Nothing seems to be more at variancé with these .opinions,
than the passage referred to, (as if supporting them ;) in the next
sentence, which commences with the assertion, that ¢ It wés not
the preaching of the Gospel, on the day of Pentecost, that converted
such ¢ multitude.”® &e.

The2d. Chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, being a distinct
harrative of facts, affords no room for any differénce of opinion
as to *‘ what readeth thou”—what we may choose to conjecture
orto add to it, is quite dnother affair. T this portion of the Law,
and the Testimony itself, we would then appeal, when we affirm,
that in no respect does it suggest an idea, which can even lead us
to infer—That, independent of the moral influence of the divine
means; or, of the things of the Spirit, which they saw or heard ;
& special or supernatural power of the Holy Spirit wasbestowed
on any ofthe multitude, to enable them to believe His testimony—
or, in other words ; that the Holy Spirit, in the Disciples, in any
other way, savingly convinced any of the truth as it is in Jesus,
than by the moral influence of divine truth, addressed through the
medium of their corporeal senses, to their minds,

Is it to deny the Spirit, or his influence by the word, thatwe
vead, and therefore believe, that the Holy Spirit convinced, and by
adequate motives influenced these unbelievers to believe and obey
the Gospel ? Bat is it honoring to God, to ascribe more power
in these respects, tothe spirit and word of men, thanio His? Do
not the advocates of the temperance cause, rely much on the
power and influence of their arguments and motives to enlighten,
and thereby . (as is often happily done,) to effect great moral
changes in the intemperate? . |
. On.the other hand, in a bad cause, does not a factious, and
influential man, sometimes impregnate, asit were, a whole Pro-
vince, with his own spirit, and by his words and motives, whether
he be present or absent, influence many from being {riends to
their Soveréign, and his government, to become their bitter ene-
mies and opposers ? In these cases do we find it nécessary to
institute distinctions between the person, and his words? Is not
he who is influericed by the word, considered to be influenced by
the person himself ? One other illustration,—Let us suppose a
foud parent to send to his rebeilious son his messag=s of grace,
urging upon him every possible motive, to constrain him to consi-
der his ways, and to repent, and to return, with the assurance,

b 4
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that in eo doing, ke would freely pardon and bless him, and re-
member his iniquities no more. If'thusinfluenced by his father,
he is brought to sae his owa siafuloess and ingratitude, to re-
form ; would the Father now thank the officious Casuist, who
would perplex the son with some such of the untaught questions
and doubts, as now go often minister strife rather than Godly
edifying to the hearers, of which the piece under review furnishes
sufficient sample? We '7 the son need to be warned, lest be be
originating evil by ** attaching an unwuarrantable importance” to
somg, paris, if pot the whole of his father’s words ? Lest he be
committing g sin in not ** rightly distinguishing belween the agency
and the instrumentality” which accomplished his salvation—would
he need to be reminded that the word, was not his father—and
warned, ** that the moment he looked upon it As AN AGENT, AND
NOT MERELY AS AN INSTRUMENT,” he would bg guilty, though per-
baps ‘¢ ignorantly,’’ of idolizing the word, instead of the Parent,
&e. &e. &e.

But no, in the gnalogous coneernsg of this life, such gpecula-
tions would™ find no place. In the waord of God they have no
place. And yet can that doctrine he consistept with scrigture
and common sense, which obliges its advocates to adopt them, g
necessarily following from their system of theplogy ¢

What God effects by His appoiated means, is as much His
work, as if he effected 3t by an almighty fiat, or special influ-
ence, with or without means. He as certainly clothes the lily,
although he does this by his appointed means of elouds, sun,
rain. &c. &ec. It is He who enables mean to see, though He
does this by the instrumentality of the organs of vision, and al-
though He is pleased to connect man’s enjoyment of the blessing
of sight, with his own use or ubuse of the means. Ged as much
converts the soul, makes wise the simple, enlightens the ignorant,
rejoices the heart, aithough He does this by means of His word,
and aithough He may make these results more or less to depend
an man’sownuse, or ahuse, reception or rejection of His blessed
means of instruction—as if He were pleased to dothisin all cases,
by some super-human, and special influence, independent of the
means. ’

But the arguments ofthe Holy Spirit, are addressed not on-
ly to the head, hut to the heart, They are, not mere light, but
lave, They speak tothe understanding, the conscience, the affec-
tions. Now that a person may fully understand and comprehend
these, and yet remain indjgposed hag never been tully proved.—
A listle reflection, on suchself-evident and scriptural principles,
will shew the want of application of many of the questions and
arguments of these writers. Who ever met with a Christian who
needed gravely to be instructed, that,  The Bibje is not God, but
the word of God,” or that he might thus ¢ be guilty though per-
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haps ignorantly of Idolatry.”” Or to be asked, ¢* was the Bible,
the Comforter promised by the Saviour,” &e. &ec. ?

It is even deemed necessary ‘*to illustrate plainly what is
meant by agency and inslrumentalily,” he says, ¢ we will suppose
a man about o fell a lree wilh an axe, the man is the agent, the
awe the wnstrument.” This, however, to have sustained the doc-
trine of man's inability to believe God’s word, without a special
power, should have shewn, that without super-added strength,
none but the author, or maker of the axe, could wield it, while
at the same timh, others were commanded and urged under threats
and promises, to use the instrument, and to fell the tree. But
then we should say of the illustration, as we do of this doetrine,
that until this super-added power was bestowed or acquired ; it
would be unjust, and un abuse of language to say, thatthe truth
was the means, or the axe an instrument for such a man.

As we have stated, our present object has not been se much
to prove what the Scriptures positively teach on this subject,
(this having been done in another place in this work) as to point
out from the statements and concessions of its advocates them-
selves, the incorrectness of'their theory. Yet asthe2d. of Acts
isappealed to, we wish to notice the harmony between its literal
revelation of the facts and principles of the Gospel, and other
more obscure or figurative allpsions to them in the New Testa-
ment—and the impossibility of reconciling its plain and abvioug
teaching, with the interpretations generally affixed to these.

We find, that, *‘the Spirit of truth,” ¢ the Comforter,”’ whom
it is written, ¢ the world eannol receive,” is recorded Acts ii. 4,
(as promised) to have vome only to the Disciples.—That, ¢ they
spake as the Spirit gave them ullerance.” ‘That, BErore Peter
preached, the previous influence of all this upon the multitude was,
¢ that they were all amazed, and in doubt, saying, one to ano-
ther, what meaneth this 2’ ¢“others mocking”—But that ** when
Peter standing up divinely inspired, preached Christ to them,
and irrefragibly proved to them, that he was the Messiah, and
that all the house of Israel should assuredly know, that Ged had
made that samme Jesus whom they had crucified both Lord and
Christ.”—=That, *““now when they heard this, they were pricked in
their hieqrt”—We cannot add to this part of Revelation, and lead
others (who depend on our faithfulness in not handling the word
of God deceitfully,) to believe that it teaches, that the Holy Spirit
of ¢ his own will begat™ these sinners in any other way than as ig
rovealed, * by the word of trulh,” or, that their faith came by
some special and supernatural power, and not solely as Paul
teaches, ¢ by hearing tha Word of God.”’—But though they heard
the testimony respecting Jesus, beliaved, and were corsequently
pricked in their heart—they had not yet obeyed the Gospel, (which
we are-taught, is presched to all for the obedience of faith)—** they
said to Pefer, and therest of tha Apostles, ** what shall we do 2"
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“Then Peter anawered, and said unto them, repent, and be hap:
tized every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the re-
mission of sing, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
** And with many other words, did he festify and exhort saying, save
yourselves from this untoward generation, then they that gledly
received his word were Bopfized, and the snume day, there were
added to them about 3000 souls.’’—And no doubt, as those were,
*“the Lord added to the Church daily, such as should be saved.’*

Now, comparing spiritual things with spiritual, from other
partsof the good book, we learn—that the substance of the preach-
ing of John the Baptist—of'the twelve—of the seventy—(and as re-
corded Mark i, 15,) of our Saviour himself, was, ** the time is ful-
JSilled, and the Kingdom of God ts at hand, repent ye and believe
the Gospel.”’—The commission-of our Saviour was, ** Preach the
Gospel to every creature, he that believeth, and is baptized shall be
saved.” To Nicodemus, He (in more figurative language,) seem-
edto have taught the same truths, ‘“Except a man be born again,”
** ba born of waler, andiaf the Spirit, he cannal enler inlo the
Kingdom of God.”>—Can any one doubt, but that the Gospel facts,
record.d on the day of Pentecost, will teach us what is implied
in such references as these.—That then, the Jewish dispensation
was fulfilled—the Kingdom at hand set up—the Gospel preacbed;
and that they who literally believed it and were baptized, wera
added to the Kingdom of God upon earth—or the Church of the
living Gad. That, being baptized, was the literal meaning of the
figure, ** born of water;”’—that believing, and being influenced by
the Gospe! truths revealed by the Holy Spirit, was the fact im-
plied in the figure, ‘* born of the Spirit ;”-—or, that these 3000
who hcard, believed, and obeyed the Gospel, were thus born
again, and entered into the Kingdom, with the full assurance of
every divine aid in their militant state, and that persevering in
the divine life, they would at last be born from the grave, and
enter into-the Kingdom of Glory.

And how significant is Peter’s reference to these things in
his first Epistle, he says ‘¢ Seeing ye have purified your souls in
obeying the truth through the Spirit.” Cértainly they had obey-
ed the truth, REVEALED to them through, or by the Spiritin Peter,
—*¢ being born, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by
the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever,”” *¢ and this
is the word which by the Gospel is preached unto you.” Thus
¢ born by the word,” is according to Peter, the same as ¢ born
of Spirit,”’—and according to this chapter, both figures imply the
believing, and obeying the Gospel truths, which the Spirit reveal-
ed,—according to.Paul, ¢ they were buried with Christ in bap-
tism unto death,” &c. having “ obeyed from the heart that form
of docirine which was delivered them.” (see Rom. vi.)—Or ac-
cording to James’ language, ** of'his own will begat he them with
the-word of truth.” For if made willing, the 3000 were not in-
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fiuenced by theis own will—the truth and its evidence, origina-
ted with, and were revealed to them, by God himself.

But it is said, they shall ¢* be all taught of God.”” Did these
teach themselves, if instructed in divinetruth,were they not taught
these things by God, ‘*by His Spirit in the Prophets,” (see Neh.
ix. 80.) ¢ Werethey not made willing in that day of his power—
were they not sanctified, or separated to serve God, by sanctifica-
tion of Spirit and belief of truth—through the influence of His
truth? Cannot even men, often make their fellow men willing to
serve, nay, even to love them, if they have sufficiently powerful
motives or inducements, to present to their considerations ?

But, we have only space before eoncluding, to notice the
question, whick we will presume to be as sincerely asked, asit
is child-like and simple—it is this, * supposing the Bible to be
that egency,” (we never thus apply the term agency—we consider
God is the author, His word the means— Man the agent to use
the means,) ‘‘by what power were Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham,
and others, who lived prior to Moses, called from darkness to
light.” &e. .

Isit necessary to prove that these worthies, had as well as
ourselves, the word of God revealed to them, instructing them
ia the knowledge of his will concerning them—or,if they had faith,
that it came by hearing that word of God ? We refer to the 11th,
of Hebrews, for a full and satisfactory answer to this question~
there, we read, that ‘¢ these all oblained ¢ good report THROUGH
rarte.”’  Of Abraham we read, ** Hestaggered not at the pro-
mise of God through unbelief, but was strong in faith, giving
glory to God, and being fully persuaded that what he had promis-
gd he was able also to perform, and THEREFORE it was imputed
to him for righteousness.” That * this was not written lor his-
sake alone, that it was imputed to him; but for us also, to whom
it shouid be imputed, ir we seLieve.” &c. (Rom. iv. 20.) .

Consistently .ith such views, and with a prayerful depen-
dent spirit, we can sincerely conclude with Lucon’s exhortation.

¢« Christians vead the Bible, for it is the appointed inslyument
of Jehovah for the sanclification and growth in grace of your soul.
UNReNEWED SINNER read the Bible, for it is designed by divine
wisdom, as the means of your conversion to G'od.”

DISCIPULUS.

PALEY —¢ Whatever renders Religion more rational,
renders it more credible ; he who by a diligent and faithful exa-
mination of the records, dismisses from the system one article
which contradicts the apprehension, the experience or the reason-
ing of mankind, does more towards recommending the belief, and
with the belief the influence of Christianity to the understandings
and consciences of serious inquirers, and through them to uni-
versal reception and authority, than can be effected by a thousand
contenders for creeds and ordinances of human establishments.”



N4 . Human Responsibility.
HUMAN RESPOXNSIBILITY,

If a man commits a fraud, he reproaches himself for it, for
he feels it was a de..berate villainy ; but if l.e breaks into a rage,
he says, (though unjustly) I could not help it, it is iny constitu-
tion—and he takes no blame. If you represent to him the state
of his hearttowards God, and attach censure there, you find that
he uses the same weapon of defence with still greater force ;—O'!
says he, that is natural to me, I cannot help that, A thousand
such examples might be adduced, butthese are sufficient to shew
that the reproofs of conscience are founded upon, and proportion-
ed to, the conscious possession of power; and that, to whatever
extent 2 man is really persuaded that he has not power to act
differently, to the same exteni he inevitably feels himself exempt
from blame. * * *® # * *

It would, afier all, be much more candid, ifthose who main-
tain that man has not power tq avoid sin, would acknowledge
that, according to that principle, the sinner loses his eriminal
character. They have excellent authority for doing seo, and no
less than that of our Lord add Saviour himself. * If ye were
blind;’*. said he to the Pharisees, *‘ye should have no sin,” John
ix: 41: in other words, If you had not the means of doing right,
you should be cherged with no fault in doing wrong. And if this
18 the principle on which He proceeds in the distribution of blame,
why should we be discontented with it ?  xt is impossible to admit
that sin is no fatlt, since the sentiment would subvert the whole
fabric of the divine government, and turn the oracles of etern:al
wisdom into foolishuess; then Jet the untenable notion of man’s
inability, which plainly involves such coasequences, be at once,
and cordially, and forever abandoned.

Some Divines have shown so much candour as to allow this
consequence iz part. Admitling the general principle that God
blames men only for not doing what they could do, and not what
they could not do, and conceiving that men cannot do dany thing
spiritually, but only externally good, they hold that men are uot
blameable for not doing spirilual things, such as believing in
Christ. * * ¥ * *

Another msthod by which it has been conceived reconcilable
with common sensé that God should so awfully punish men for
not doing what they have not powertodo, is by such a statement
a$ foltows: Though inan has not power o repent and turn lo God
of himself, yet God i3 willing to give hym power, having promised
to tmpart has Holy Spiritle them that ask if.  Now, it is continued,
man has pbwer fo ask for the Spirit, and ke oughl to pray for i,
in which case he, would have power bestowed for ail the rest of his
duty:

I It is an undoubted truth that God has promised to give his
Hely Spirit t6 thew that ask him, and it is a most blessed en-
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couragement te us under the experience of our desparate depra-
vity ; but the preceeding statement is liable to scveral pbjecti~
ons.

It proceeds upon the assumption of 3 totally inadmissible prin-
ciple, namely, that repentance may be a sinner’s duty al the time
that he has not power lo perform it. I powershould be imparted,
whether by the Holy Spirit or in any other method, ther unques-
tionably it might be his duty; but this idea of praying for power
to perform a duty implies that the obligation exists before the
power is received, which we conceive to be impossible and ab-
surd,

This assumption is also contradicted by a part of the state-
ment itself, 2 man cen pray, it is alleged, and therefore he
ought to pray, and will be jusily blomeable if he do not, Most
admirable and undeniable! But the converse surely follows,
that as man canno? vepent, he is under no obligation lo repent, and
for impenitence is liable to no condemnation.  Else it might be
equally affirmed that men ought to pray though they could not pray,
which this hypothesis very carefully and very wissly avoids.—
Yet why should we be more willing to say that they ought to re~
pent when they cannot repent, than that they ought to pray when
they cannot pray ? Is not the principle in both cases the same ?
The statement shows an apparent desire to avoid this inconsis-
tency; yet by this very principle it destroys itself. Indeed error
is always a suicide.—Hinlon.

THE GIFT OF FAITH.

Who can tell us what ratreis? No one. Tobesure, defi-
nition up 'n definition has been afforded by systematic divines.—
But they only throw the difficulty one step forward: and when per-
sued, the answer is—Faith is the gift of God. 8till, it way be
asked, what is the thing which is given ? and in what sense is it
a gift? Does God bestowfaith upon us, as he gives us aur daily
bread ? Or are these as different in the manner of their acquisi-
tion, as in their nature ? Must we believe what we do nét see,
do not hear, do not understand ? Or i3 it as John says—*¢ That
which we have heard, which we have seen with our eves, which
we have looked upon, and our hande have handled ofthe word of™
life, declate we unto you ?*’ If it be, then we receive our ideas
through our corporeal senses, acling upon material objects of
which our Spirits take cognizance, and judge, understand, are
convinced, and believe. But in that case there is no difficulty
or mystery about the matter. For in this view, faith is the gift
of God, asour daily bread is the gift of God : i. e. we secure our
daily bread by = divine blessing upon our daily labour; and so

>



B Poetry,

‘we obtain faith by d divine blessing upon our honest and patient,
investigation afler truth. Aud can it be otherwise ¢ How car
we believe in him of whom we have not heard ? and how can we
hear without a preacher 2—~Duncan.

THE REFUGE.
* DAKE UP THY CROSS AND FOLLOW ME.”

Turn from this world ;-—tis not thy home !
From'wave to wave why wilt thou roam—
- Likd yon small lovely speck of foam

On ocean’s ever heaving breast ?
If toss’d by every storm that blows,
Brighten'd by every gleam that glows,
And melted by each tearithat flows,

Canst thou find rest ? .

Could wealith to thee true joy impart ?

Can giddy pleasure charm thy heart ?

Or splendour soothe its secret smart-—
Or heal its pain ?

Could taste —could feelings most refined~—

Can all the stores of art combined—

E’en mid’st the favour’d sons of mind
Thou’st sought in vain ?

1s there no shelter to be found,
Wheii clouds and darkness gather round;
- Ande’enthe deep fix’d solid ground.
Is earthquake riven ?
. Ia there no sure, no ceriain stay, .
, No lamp to guide the wanderer’siway;
,.And pour around its cheering:ray, -
2 . In mercy given? w
Turn to the world that may be thide,
‘Where love and peace forever join !
Look up ?—behold that mystic sign—
Make it thine own !
Then shall the storms that rend thy breast
Be hush’d to everlasting rest,
And thou rectived & welcome guest
Béneath His throne !,



