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The Grand Officers and many dele-
gates of the New York Grand Lodge
donateq their per diem to the Asylum

Fand. 1¢ Go had an asylum fund
would—__» O, pshaw!

Exchanges  will please note the
Present post office of Ty CRAFTSMAN
~Toronto, Canada—ag many of them
reach us by means of Port Hope, and
are consequently needlessly delayed.

The Keystone, Philadelphia, a weekly

b asp"“ Paper, feels quite patriarchal:

aVing just reached its twenty-first

blrthday. It may be growing in years

and,becoming a veteran, but it displays
110 81gns of senility or decay.

l})if"eafter THE E;;msmm will be
f}l: lished 5o a to reach its readers by
e first of egey month. Correspond-

ents will kindly note this, and forward
their contributions by the 20th or 26th
of the preceding month at latest.

The Tyler is the title of a new
Masonic weekly published in Detroit
by Brownell Bros. The initial number
is a good one, and we wish our fellow
workers in the interests of the Craft
that measure of success which their
enterprise merits,

We learn from a German contem-
porary, says the Freemason’s Chronicle,
London, that the Emperor William is
strongly prejudiced against Freemason-
ry, and has, in consequence, never
joined the Craft, unlike his father and
grandfather, who were both distin-
guished Masons.

Grand Master J, Soule Smith, of
Kentucky, declines to exercise some of
the prerogatives belonging to his high
position because they conflict with the
constitution. We have had Grand
Masters as conscientious as Bro. Smith,
but we have had others who placed
more importance on mere personal feel-
ings or prejudices than on constituted
laws.

Toronto will not for a season become
the permanent meeting place of Grand
Lodge, as has been persistently advo.
cated by certain brethren, The
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CRAFTSMAN'S views on this subject, as
well as on some others, were endorsed
by Grand Lodge. We opposed the
scheme in the interests of the Craft,
and that opposition coming from an
unexpected quarter was viewed as un-
biassed, and hence met with hearty sup-
port,

The most humorous speech delivered
at the recent meeting of Grand Lodge
was that of R, W. Bro. Mitchell, Grand
Treasurer. Bro. Mitchell’s alleged por-
trait appeared in one of the evening
papers, but it was such a caricature
‘that the Grand Treasurer seized the
excellent text, and made the members
roar and roar as he hurled his shafts of
wit and sarcasm at the *unfoftunate
publisher,” who occupied a seat on the
platform.

‘What authority had certain mem-
bers of Grand Lodge, during its session,
for placing the numbers of the districts
before the names? In the Constitu-
tion, as amended, the names precede
the numbers, and to designate the dis-
tricts in any other way than that laid
down in the Constitution is an irregu-
larity, if not a direct violation of
enacted laws. We hope the Grand
Secretary, in preparing the copy for
the printed proceedings, will conform
to the Constitution rather than to the
whims of brethren who are at times
erratic,

i A case came before Grand Lodge
where a brother had been recommended
for expulsion for holding intercourse
with a clandestine lodge. Grand
Lodge declared him suspended for one
year, but before doing so some breth-
ren undertook to champion his cause,
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doubtless on the principle of helping
the under dog in the fight. Very fre.

quently the under dog gets there

through his own fault, and is conse.
quently not entitled to much sympathy.
It was s» in this case, and as Grand
Master Murray put the matter before
Grand Lodge in that practical way of
his the suspension was carried.

Past Grand Master Stevenson was as

lively as a colt, and as full of humor as -

Bob Burdette.

The cross-firing be-

tween him and Bro. Judge Macpherson

was really amusing; but the Judge
got even with the Colonel when.the
latter asked, * Where is Owen Sound ?”’

The Judge’s prompt reply, “I haven’t

time to educate our ignorant brother ' |

from Montreal,” brought down the '

house.

The Colonel took his medicine °

as cheerfully as a three-year-old takes :
soothing syrup, but later on he returned

to the attack.

He was at Grand Lodge. In the

corridors of the hotel he buttonholed .
you ; on the street corners he stumbled :

across you; in the Opera house he

bored you, and your stay in the refresh- -
ment room was shortened by his bois- '

terous babbling. Who was this ubi-
quitous personage ? He graduated at
the Temple of Tattle, where he dis-
played a talent for turbulence, and his
chief aim in life is to be a retailer of
gossip and a manufacturer of slander.
The friendships he dissolves by his

incessant chattering are numerous, and !

the mischief he causes by adroitly

repeating portions of conversations is |

truly astonjshing. Beware of the med-
dlesome gossiper, as he frequently,
under the guise of brotherhood, causes -

you to drop a word or two, which he
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repeats and distorts beyond recognition,
and may be you thus lose a friend.

————— e

We thank numerous brethren,
among them M. W. Bros. Henry
Robertson, Otto Klotz, and R. W. Bro.
. Wade, for their letters complimenting
" the management of THE CRAFTSMAN on
i its appearance and tone. We have also
- received numerous personal congratu-

lations, all of which is very cheering.
4 The brethren who so kindly forwarded
i elub lists have our best wishes, and

Would receive more prominent mnotice

only that several omitted to state the
. promoters of the lists, and justice,
i therefore, might not be done to those
deserving it.

The members of St Andrew’s Lodge,
No. 16, Torento, have arranged for a
Grand Masonic excursion to New York.
The trip will be by rail and boat, and
excursionists will thus have an oppor-
| tunity of enjoying the grand scenery on
the Hudson river, which can only be
{ witnessed with effect from one of the
many excellent steamers that ply its
waters. An efficient committee have
the matter in charge, and judging from
i the success which attended past trips
held under the auspicies of this lodge
the approaching one will be very enjoy-
able. Excursionists leave Toronto by
Steamer Cibola, on Monday, 13th
{ August. Tickets $10,50.

The New Zealand Masonic Journal,
published at Dunedin, gives an account
of the annual meeting of the Grand
Lodge of Scuth Australia, held at
Adelaide, April 18th. M. W. Bro.
: Hon. 8. J. Wray, Chief Justice, and
'Chencellor of the University of Ade-
laide, was elected Grand Master. A
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letter was read from the Grand Secre-
tary of the Grand Lodge of Scotland,
stating that the recognition of the
Grand Lodge of Sou :h Australia, v hich
had been withdrawn, would bz recon-
sidered at the next meeting, and
fraternal intercourse would doubtless
be resumed.

The rotice of motion given by Bro.
Wade should be adopted next year, as
it i a direct blow at plumping for one
or two candidates. Every brother
should vote for the required number ;
failing to do so he should be disfran-
chised. On this same line, every lodge
should be represented at Grand Lodge,
or else disqualified from voting through
a proxy belonging to another lodge.
And carrying the idea out still further,
blanks in ballots should not be count-
ed, as a brother who is so indifferent to
the matter being voted upon as not to
mark his ballot, should be ignored.
Blanks ballots should not be counted
as votes in a totality, such counting
always being prejudicial to one side of
the question or to one of the candi-
dates.

The Grand Lodge of Connecticut has
withdrawn its recognition as official or-
gan from Loomis’ Masonic Journal on
account of its utterances relating to
some trouble with Hiram lodge. We
congratulate the Journal on being re-
moved from organship. A Grand
Lodge that requires an organ must be
in a peculiar position. Organsare only
in demand when wrong practices are to
be defended, as those who do right need
no champion. We do not know to
what extent the Journal was the organ
of the Grand Lodge of Counnecticut
perhaps merely its official mouth-piece;
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but we do know that an indirect appli-
cation of the gag will not have a de-
pressing effect upon the Journal's sub-
scription list, as freedom of thought,
speech and action, when not conflicting
with recogniz-d law, is prized by the
Craft, and any attempt to remove that
freedom will be resented.

The VPictorian Freemason, published
at Melbourne, Australia, referring to
the union of the various Masonic bodies
in new South Wales, says:—

“The Grand Lodge of Victoria is now
the only Masonic body in Australia
which is not recognised by the Grand
Lodge of England, and we sincerely
trust that immediate steps will be taken
to have this remedied ; then the chain
of unity and brotherly love will be
complete. To those who advocate a
Grand Lodge for New Zealand we
would only say that things are very
well as they are, and besides, there are
difficulties in the way of such a scheme
which are unsurmountable. We are
quite safe in saying that unity of pur-
pose in this direction would never be
obtained among the adherents of no
fewer than two Provincial and eight
District Grand Lodges.”

The conduct of certain brethren con-
nected with a lodge in our western
suburbs has developed into a public
scandal. What was at one time a
rivalry between two lodges is now—on
the part of one of them—a bitter fight,
in which Freemasonry is being degrad-
ed. Brethren are accused, in the most
cowardly manuer, either by insinuation
or implication, of mean and crooked
transactions, and even the characters
of candidates are not held sacred, but
are publicly discussed. The trouble
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has been intensified and the bitterness
increased by the introduction iuto cold
print of injudicious comments. One
especially displeasing feature in con-
nection with the disgraceful proceed-
ings is the part played by brethren of
exalted rank. The addition of titles
and degrees, in this instance, has evid-
ently been such a strain on the breth-
ren as to unsettle their mental faculties
In other matters their reasoning is .
clear enough, but when the rival lodge
is mentioned, or some of its members .
spoken of, malice, envy and bitterness
subjugate common sense. A perusal of
P. G. M. Robertson’s address ought to
do our western suburban brethren some :
good. In it there is food for thought,
and it only requires thought on the part
of our western brethren to bring about -

a better condition of affairs, P

We learn from the Sydney, New
South Wales, Freemasorn, that at a
meeting of the Grand Lodge of New
South Wales, held on June 6th, the

report of a joint committee, consisting &

of delegates from the English, Scotch,
and New South Wales Constitutions, :
recommending the formation of a
united Grand Lodge, was adopted.
From the articles of agreement we find
that there are under the English Con-
stitution, 80 lodges; under the Scotch,
55, and under New South Wales, 51.
The union was to take effect on June !
24th, fifteen days later than the date
of the paper received, and the new
body to be called, “ The United Grand I
Lodge of New South Wales.” Provi- |
sion is made for lodges retaining, if |
they wish, their present warraats, but |
before they can do so they must obtain =
the consent of their Grand Master. -
The Grand Master of the United Grand




Lodge was to have been elected on
July 16th, and it was conceded that
that honor would be conferred upon
Lord Carrington, Governor of the
colony. Bro. Lord Carrington is 2
- Past Grand Senior Warden of the
. Grand Lodge of England. We con-
;grat-ulate the brethren of New South
:;Wales upon this act of solidification,
| as it cannot but tend to the promotion
tand welfare of the Craft.

i
1
i

: The Canadian Craftsman, with its July
‘ pumber, passes into the hands of the
{ Oraftsman Publishing Co., of Toronto.
i Past Grand Master J. K. Kerr is president
i of the Company. Daniel Rose will be
! manager and W' J. Hambly, editor. The
I.price will probably be reduced to $1.
! Bro. J. B. Trayes has published it at Port
i Hope eleven years and has done excellent
masonic service. As masonic publishing
does not pay he has found it necessary to
ask some one else to take the burden, as
Bro. Mason did eleven years ago, We
hope the new publisher will do as well
and hold on as long.—Masonic Token.,

Very encouraging.

The Grand Lodge of New Jersey is
|strict regarding the physical qualifica-
tions of applicants for membership.
Among its laws bearing on this subject
are the following —

Before proceeding with an initiation
- the worshipful master, or in his ab-
sence the acting master, should have
accurate knowledge of the candidate’s
physical competency to literally con-
‘|form to all the requirements of An-
cieny Craft Masonry.

If a candidate for the degrees of Ma-
4sonry has any visible defect, the wor-

shipful master must suspend all pro-
‘Yceedings and at once report the case
to the Grand Master, who, in perscn or
by deputy, shall, after personal exami-
naiion, decide as to the physical com-
petency of the candidate to conform
literally to all the requirements of the
several symbolic degrees.

It is fair to assume where sound-
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ness of wind and limb is so closely
watched the moral qualifications of
candidates are keenly inquired into.
If s0, New Jersey will have as good a
reputation for producing . true and
worthy Masons as it has for harboring
myraids of majestic mosquitoes,

THE BATTLE OF THH RITES.

We have received from Brr, Gourgas
¢ Manifesto No. 3,” touching the dis-
pute between the adherenws of the
Cerneaun Rite of Scottish Masonry, and
Bro. Albert Pike’s rite, otherwise
known as the “ Southern Jurisdiction
of the U. S.,, A, A. S. R” Bro.
Gourgas commences his manifesto by re-
ferring to his recent visit to Europe,
where he estab:ished fraternal relations
between various Grand Orients and
the Cerneau Rite, as represented by
him. He visited Belgium, Germany,
Austria, Hungary, Italy, Switzerland,
France, Great Britain and Ireland, and
was warnly welcomed. The following
are Bro. Gourgas’ references to his visit
to France :—

 One of the most satisfactory rasults of
this mission is the cordial reception ex-
tended to your Sovereign Grand Com-
mnder by * The Grand College of Rites
in France,’ the ¢ Mother of Scottish Rite
Masonry throughout the world,” as we
werenot only most cordially and fraternaily
welecomed, but were received ata meeting
of the Council of Administration of that
angust body, which is composed of some
of the most prominent citizens of the
French Republic, to whom we are zalso
indebted for many personal courtesies,
This, wo were assured by others, is the
first time Masonic visitors have ever been
admitted to a meeting of the Council of
Administration of ¢ The Grand College of
Rites in France,’ an honor which is highly
appreciated by your Sovereign Grand
Commander on behalf of the body of the
Rite he represents,”

Accompanying the manifesto is a
sheet containing several fac similes
of documents referred to, which cer-
tainly prove all statements made con-
cerning them. As we have no par-
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ticular interest in the Gourgas-Pike
controversy—which could easily be
carried on in a more dignified man-
ner—further than as a matter of news,
the only opinion we express is deep
regret at such bickerings. Certainly
one of the contestants must be right ;
whoever it may be is a matter of in-
difference to us, and the longer such
unseemly wrangling is indulged in the
more widely spread will the indifference
become. Of course Bro. Pike has yet
to be heard from. He may make out
even a hetter case than Bro. Gourgas,
but supposing he does, will that lessen
the breach ? As both rites exist, and
have good followings, why should not
the leading spirits devote their energies
to building them up instead of sailing
dangerously near to mud-throwing?
In some cases it appears that accumu-
lated titles and degrees obliterate the
lessons of morality, charity and bro-
therly love taught in Blue Masonry.
More is the pity such a state of affairs
exists, and that it does is plainly set
forth by the brethren conducting this
controversy.
—_———— D ———

MASONIC WEEK.

For an entire week Freemasonry and
its adjuncts predominated in Toronto.
The brethren enjoyed their visit, ap-
preciating the hospitality of the local
craftsmen, the accommodation at the
hotels, in the Opera house and lodge
rooms, wondering at the rapid growth
of our city, viewing with astonishment
our business facilities, seats of learning,
places of amusement, and the ease and
rapidity with which connections were
made with places elsewhere looked upon
as far distant. Whatever may be said
to the contrary, our city is an attraction,
and its Mascns are loyal to the Craft.
‘We may not be able to boast of a grand
temple, but we possess something
greater than a massive pile—the mere
product of an architect’s fancy and
workmen’s skill—a goodly number of
genuine Freemasons, who endeavor to
Live up to the teachings of our institu-
tion.
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Taking up the events of the week
in their proper sequence, the first body -

that met was the Grand Council of
Royal and Select Masters, whose busi-
ness was transacted on Monday, July
16. Chietly formal affairs occupied the
attention of the Illustrious Cumpanions,
and beyond the election of officers the
session was almost barren in results.

The Board of General Purposes of
Graud Lodge began its sessions on Mon-
day, and met periodically until Thurs.
day, their business being regulated by
the business of Grand Lodge.

‘On Tuesday the gathering of the
Knights Templar was the feature of the
day. There was a good attendance
and much interest manifested in the
proceedings.
custom, the allocution of Col. Moore was
not printed, and we are therefore not in
a position to take any extracts from it.
Later on we will endeavor to give
place to some of the Colonel’s remarks.

Grand Lodge was opened Wednes-
day, the sessions being held in the Opera
house, which is much more commodi-
ous than the Masonic hall, and more
convenieat than the pavilion in the
Horticultural Gardens. It was a note-
worthy gathering of craftsmen in sev-
eral respects. The attendance was very
large, 174 lodges being represented by
the constitutional delegates or by prox-
ies,
the right to cast 1175 votes, most of

which were deposited in one instance, |

Among the representatives were 425
past masters, a conclusive proof that
many brethren who have passed
through the chairs still take a deep in-
terest in the workings of the Craft. The
proceedings were very harmonious, no

subject under discussion causing any :
The elections in ¢

bitterness of speech.
several instances, were practically unan-
imous. R. W. Bro. Walkem receiving
every vote cast save twc, for Grand
Master, and R. W. Bro. Robertson
nine-tenths for Deputy Grand Master.
R. W. Bro. John A. Wills was also

honored with a good majority, while

Contrary to the usual

=

The delegates present possessed |

R. W. Bros. Mitchell and Mason, !
Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary, .
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respectively, were
mously, fitting
worthy officers,

We congratulate MW
I . W. Bro. H. Rob-
ertson on hig address, Tt gave every

evidence of hay; g
care, and wy, ving been prepared with

Wwas a ﬁtt.ing finale of a suc-
%’::f‘grﬂf"' S a presiding officer
considerab} Maste': Robertson displayed
and keepj € tact in guiding discussion

plng 1t Wlthln proper bounds.
urteous, at times for-

N occasion demanded

re-elected unani-
compliments to two

€ was alwayy ¢
bearlng) b“t whe
1t he was firm,

We congratulate M. W. Bro. R. T.

alkem on hig i
election
congratulate the , and we also

On Weq .
were inVite[(lieSday evening the officers

to a moonlight i
0 excursion
n the lake, under theoauspiCes of

St i
> evenson lodge, which was g very en-

Joyable affajy.,

" On Friday Grand Chapter met, under

€ guidance of M, Ex. Comp. Sargant.
toe();tr ;;1 dlrri‘portance and in attendance
connd L odge comes thig body, and
estedii Dtly much interest was mani-

o 1S proceedings. Grand Chap-
suchlz nto be congratulated on having
i “Xpert and energetic Mason at
alty 243 as Comp. ungesford is gener-
extend ltedﬁf) bﬁ_", and we therefore
rebdour felicitations to that body and

1ts .
L\rl;l:,. on his advancement.
N Oonie week
Profitable o was a pleasant and

after o . 20€  Many old friends met
pat:tl :x) e: 's absence, and in relating
future bx; l‘tlﬁnces and anticipating the
and old f 2 erl): ties were strengthened

Tlendships more firmly cement-

ed. This alone demonstrates that
Freemasonry is not a pastime or a hol-
low organization, replete with senseless
titles, but that it is a noble institution,
appealing to the intelligence of men of
all classes and creeds, and that its
principles will recommend it as long as
time wings its ceaseless flight.

Happy to meet, sorry to part, happy
to meet again,

st -4 o

THE THIRD DEGREE.

The motion introduced in Grand
Lodge to transfer the transaction of
certain business from the first to the
third degree was voted down by a
most emphatic majority. For a time
it seemed as if the debate was a con-
test between the members on the plat-
form aund those on the floor, in the
early stage those on the floor favoring
the motion. Later on, however, even
the floor went against the motion, and
when Grand Master Walkem expressed
his views tersely, and pointed out how
other parts of the Constitution would
have to be amended, the fate of the
importation, as some called it, was
sealed.

For several years past this suhbject
has been forced on the attention of the
brethren, and its acceptance recom-
mended on a variety of pleas, none of
which, however, were logical or con-
vincing, the most of them being im-
aginary. The brother who introduced
the motion in Grand Lodge made as
good a speech as was possible under
the circumstances. He had a bad case,
and nothing was advanced that would
Justify the radical change demanded.
Erom the prominence yiven the sub-
Ject we certainly expected to hear in-
controvertible arguments in its favor,
but were disappointed, and the major-
ity agaiust the change was a most
emphatic protest against unnecessary
alterations in our mode of conducting
business.

W. Bio. Robinson has given notice
that he will again introduce the motion
next year. We admire persistency,
but when it is carried to an extreme it
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becomes obstinacy, and then drifts in-
to obstruction. Bro. Robinson doubt-
less believes there is a necessity for the
change he favors, but he should recol-
lest that other brethren hold beliefs
also. The proper way to make con-
verts is by appealing to the reason of
one’s hearers, and not by forcing upon
them ohjectionable doctrines. ~Coer-
cion never produces adhesion.

Our columns are open to a discussion
of this subject, but we urge correspon-
dents to state their case as brietly as
possible.

GRAND LODGE OTF QUEBEC,

The suggestion made in the July
number of THE CRAFTSMAN that the
Grand Lodge of Canada should throw
aside its indifference and endeavour to
heal the rupture between the Grand
Lodges of England and Quebec, met
with general approval. The motion
introduced hy W. Bro. Daniel Rose,
and seconded by Past Grand Master
Spry, which appears in our summary of
the proceedings, was warmly received,
and almost unanimously adopted, one
vote being cast against it

We learn by correspondence from
several brethren in Qunebec, especially
in Montreal, where the evils consequent
on the unseemly quarrel are more
keenly and diiectly experienced, than
elsewhere, that our remarks received
general commendation, members of
both jurisdictions taking it as an omen
of the approachiny tna of their troubles.
W. Bro. Rose’s intimate knowledge of
the subject enabled him te state his
case with great clearness and earnest-
negs, and when he advanced reasons
why mediation should be offered by
Canada be struck a chord that aroused
the sympathy of the brethren.

Past Grand Master Murray took ex-
ception to the motion, oun the ground
that as Louisiana had offered to medi-
ate between England and Quebec, and
bad been “snubbed” by England,
Canada should not run the risk of re-
ceiving similar treatment. Grand Mas-
ter Walkem favoured the motion and
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pointed out that England, instead of re-
buffing Louisiana, merely affirmed the
position she had taken. Even if Louisi-
ana had been saubbed for her good in-
tentions that should not have prevented
Canada offering to act as mediator.
Canada is in a different position than
Louisiana, being more closely allied
with both the disputants; and had

every Grand body in the United States,

or even in the world, offered and failed

to secure a settlement of the difficulty,

Canada would have been justified in
tendering her good offices.

The London Freemason referring to .
the refusal of England to accept Loui-

siana’s mediation, says no other course
was open, as Quebec had never been

officially recognized by England. The ,

New Zealand Masonic Journal meets |
this argument thus :

““Of course the reason given is ap- |
parently a logical one, but nevertheless
we think that the interests of Freemason-
ry would have been furthered if the Grand
Lodge of England had set aside redtapism,
and cordially accepted the very fraternal
offer of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana,
A precedent was not wanted, seeing that
the Prov. Grand Master of England
(Lord Carrington) has recently acted as a :

mediator between the lodges under ;

English rule in New South Wales and the :
body which claims to be the Grand Lodge
of New Suuth Wales, although the latter
has not received recognitivn from the
Grand Lodge of England.”

Grand Master Walkem cheerfully
accepted the duty imposed upon him by |
Grand Lodge, and as he will conduct |

H

the negotiations for a settlement per- |
sonally, and not by correspondence,i
we anticipate success crowning his:
labors. We have confidence in the.;
prudence and good sense of our
brothers in England and Quebec, and .
doubt not but that all matters in dis- .
pute being judiciously laid before them |
will be finally and for ever settled.

. The Hon.,J. Belcher, Governor of the;l
province of New England in 1740, was the !
first Mason initiated in America. He was:
made in 1704, or thirteen years before the :
re-organization of the Grand Lodge of
England in 1717, ,

|

i

1



. fifty-fourth year of his age.
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BPeath's Boings,

R. W. BRO. D. 0. MACDONALD.

This worthy brother died at his resi-
dence, Peterboro’y on July 29th, in the
He was
initiated into Masonry in Ancient St.

1 John's Lodge, Kingston, and was subse-
! quently connected with the Chapter and

Preceptory in that city, and filled all the
important offices in lodge and chapter.

i Onhisarrival in Peterboro’ he actively

identified himself with the work of the
Order. He was at one time D.D.G.M.

{ of Ontario District, and at the time of

his death he was the oldest surviving
Past Grand of the Grand Chapter. In
Templar Masonry Bro. Macdonald was
Past Prior of the Grand Preceptory of

.+ Canada, and Past Grand Sub-Prior of
| Eagland and Wales.

A few yearsago
hehad a high distinction conferred on
bim by the Prince of Wales, the creden-

i | tials accompanying it bearing the auto-

graph of His Royal Highness. He at-
tained the 33°in the Ancient Scottish Rite
and held various high offices in the gift
of the Grand body in the Dominion of
Canada. He was a wmember of Benich
Rose Croix Chapter 18°, No. 9, Peter-
boro’, and was elected an Honorary Past
Grand Master General of the Suvereign
Sanctury of Royal and Oriental Free-
masonry, 30°, 963, 90°. He was also an
honorary member of Peterboro’, and
Corinthian lodges and Corinthian Chap-
ter, a distinction enjoyed only as a re-
cognition of lengthened Masonic services
and intelligent zeal on behalf of the in-
terest of the Craft. By his death the re-
presentations of the Grand Lodge of Ore-
gon and the Grand Chapter of South Caro-
lina near the respective Grand bodies in
Canada became vacant. The deceased
was on the Board of General Purposes
of Grand Lodge for several years, and
rendered the Craft good service. At the
time of his death he was Clerk and Trea-
surer of the town of Peterboro’, and held
in high esteem asa worthy official. His
funeral was largely attended by his bre-
thren not only in his own town but from
the surrounding distriet.

M. BRO. DR. ROBERT MORRIS.

Bro. Dr. Robert Morris died from
paralysis on July 31st, at his residence,
Lea Grange, Ky. Dr. Morris was born
in Massachusetts in 1817. He began life
as & minister, but soon left the ministry
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and went into the insurance business in
Miussissippi. He had already done some
literary work, and gradually drifted away
from business into writing, In 1856 he
became president of Oldham College, at
La Grange, Ky. His fondness for travel
however again led him to leave a position
which confined him to cne place. He
made several long journeys through Eng-
land and the continent, lecturing on Free-
masonry, and repeatedly went through
all the States of his own country, visit-
ing every corner of the country where
there was any interest felt in fresmasonry.
During his travels he was a constant con-
tributor to all Masonic magazines of note.
He himself founded two publications :
The Voice of Masonry, and The American
Freemason. In 1868 he visited the Holy
Land in search of relics of Freemasonry.
While there he established a Masonic
lodge at Jerusalem. On his return to
America he published his ¢ Travels in
the Holy Land,” which at once became
popular among Freemasons. Dr. Morris
has contributed almost an endless mass of
writing to Masonic literature. Possessed
of a keen and somewhat sarcastic wit, and
being an exceedingly graceful and fluent
speaker, Dr. Morris achieved much suc-
cess as a lecturer on Freemasonry, Dur-
ing late years he devoted himseif almost
wholly to lecturing, but two years ago
he began an annotated work on the life
and poems of Burns, of whom he was a
great admirer. For this purpose he visit-
ed the birthplace of Burns several times
and collected nuraerous works on his life
»ud writings, besides old volumes of his
works. His work in this direction was
comprehensive, and at the time of his
death was unfinished. His wife and
geveral children survive him,

#iritish  Colvmbia,

ECHOES FROM GRAND LODGEH.

The increase of membership in this
jurisdiction during the year was 103,
Two new lodges were formed and two
sought dispensations.

Bro. Neufelver, who was about remov-
ing to Seattle, W.T., received the rank
of Past Grand Senior Warden, and Bro.
Benjamin Douglas, of Past Grand Treas-
urer.

The following brethren were appointed
Grand Stewards :—G. S, Russell, Mun-
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roe Miller, C. N. Westwood, John G.
Godson, H. J, Berry, and J. Hamilton.

The next meeting of Grand Lodge will
be held in Victoria. '

LECTURE ON FREEMASONRY.

The evening service, on Sunday, July
8th, at the Episcopal Church, Donald,
was attended by the members of Moun-
tain Lodge No. 11, AF. & AM, ina
body and in regalia, After the usual
church exercises, Canon Cooper of Kam-
loops delivered & short but instructive
lecture on Masonry, and what it is and is
not as an organization. Mr. Cooper is an
agre 2able, forcible speaker, and was lis-
tened to by quite a number of persons
who are neither Masons nor church mem-
bers—all being interestingly instructed.

Grand Lodge of Canada,

THE ANNUAL COMMUN ICA_'TION.

The thirty-third annual communicat un
of the Grand Lodge of Canada, in the
Province of Ontariv, was opened in Ample
form by M.W. Bro. Henry Robertson,
G.}M., in the Opera House, Toronto, July
18th. The attendance was unusually
large, about eighty Grand and Past-Grand
Officers occupying seats on the platform
with the Grand Master, while the body
of the Opera House was comfortably
filled. Before the lodge was opened
W. Bro. Mayor Clarke and a delegation
from the City Council entered the Opera
House, and on behalf of the City welcomed
Grand Lodge to the Queen city of the
West. At the conclusion of the upening
proceedings R. W. Bro. E. T. Malone,
D.D.G.M., Toronto District, accompanied
by the W. M’s of the city lodges, pre-
sented the Grand Master with a hand-
somely illuminated address, congratulat-
ing him upon his occupancy of the Grand
East and the condition of the Craft under
his control, and welcoming Grand Lodge
to Toronto. The Grand Master appro-
priately responded to the addresses, and
then proceed- ' to read hisannual address.

After expressing thankfulness to the Su-
preme Ruler for again being permitted to
assemble,reference wasmadeto the manner
in which business should be proceeded
with, so that the Craft should be ad-
vanced and its future well-being more
firmly established. The functions of Grand
Lodge were then alluded to, and the
brethren urged to greater earnestness in
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perpetuating and improving our glorious
fraternity. Fitting tributes were paid to
the memories of Past Grand Masters
Hon. Thomas White and James Seymour
and several other brethren, who died dur-
ing the year.

The Grand Master then alluded to the
condition of the Craft in our jurisdiction
as follows :—*¢ Once more it is my pleasing
duty to congratulate the members of
Grand Lodge upon the continued har-
mony and prosperity of the Craft in this
jurisdiction. The lodges are, in general,

working well, and we have no cause to com- -

plain of their want of efficiency. Thereisa

marked improvement in the rendering of

our beautiful ritual, consequent upon the
measures adopted last year for securing
greater uniformity, and I look for a still
further advancement in this direction in
the future. The numerous Lodges of In-
struction held during the year have been

well attended, and have been productive:

of great benefit. More attention, how-
ever, should be paid to miatters outside
the ritual ; and I have, on every oppor-
tunity, endeavored to induce the breth-

ren to make themselves better acquainted "

with the history of our Order and the,
exceeding beauty of its symbolism. These:
are matters which will well repay the;
most careful investigation and study, and.
the Masonic enquirer will find a rich fund;
of entertaining and valuable information:
in all that relates to our ancient customs
and usages.”

Dispensations were granted during the
year, the Grand Master said, for the for-
mation of the following lodges : Nipissing
Lodge, at North Bay, Nipissing District ,
Scott Lodge, at Grand Valley, Dufferin
County, and Star of the East Lodge, ai’
Buthwell, Kent County. The dispensa-’
tions for the lodges at Maxwell and Point’
Edward were continued. Dispensations
were refused for the formation of lodges:
at Bridgetown, Barbadoes, in the West.
Indies, and at Toronto Junction.

The Grand Master stated that the fol’
lowing amalgamations had taken place
with his assent :—At Napanee, Union
Lodge, No. 9, and Mount Sinai Lodge,
No. 280 ; at Culborne, Colborne Lodge,:
No. 91, and Excelsior Lodge, No. 353 ii
at Onillia, Orillia Ludge, No. 192, and;
Thorne Lodge, No. 281. Hastings Lodge,’
No. 150, surrendered its warrant.

After referring to especial communica-
tions held duriug the year for public pur-
poses, such as laying corner stones, and
for consecrating and dedicating lodges,

iSll
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the Grand Master referred to our
relations with foreign grand bodies, which
he described as most satisfactory. In this
connection he recommended that space be
devoted in future in our proceedings to
foreign correspondence, which was subse-
quently adopted. The Grand Master
then announced the appointment of the
, following Grand Representatives :-—Near
. the Grand Lodge of England, R. . Bro.
' Sir John Braddick, Moncton ; near the
i Grand Lodge of Victoria, R. W. Bro.
: James Gregg, of Melbourne ; near the
. Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, R. W. Bro.
i George H. Kenyon ; for the Grand Lodge
. of Mississippi, R. W. Bro. R. B. Hunger-
| ford ; for the Grand Lodge of Nevada, R.
!'W. Bro. R. L. Paiterson ; for the Grand
! éodge of Michigan, R. W. Bro. J. F. H.
‘ Gunn.

In April last the Grand Master received
| a petition from the members of St. John’s
, Lodge, No. 159, on the Grand Registry of
: Ireland, located at Vankleek Hill in the
| County of Prescott, asking to exchange
i their warrant from the Grand Lodge of
.« | Ireland for a new warrant to work in fu-
ture under the Grand Lodge of Canada.
Herecommended the Grand Lodge togrant
the request. This recommendation, which
was subsequently adopted, removed the
only remaining foreign lodge in the juris-
diction of the Grand Lodge of Canada.

Among the decisions given by the Grand
Master during the year were the follow-
ing ;—A lodge is not ¢ duly formed ” ac-
cording 1o our ritual while the deacons’
chairs are vacant. The opening ceremon-
ies sufficiently indicate what officers must
be present aud in their proper places be-

fore the Lodge is ¢¢ duly formed.”

A visiting brother has a right to know
that the budy he proposes to visit isa le-
gal body, and he has the right to inspect
the warrant at the proper time ; but he
has no right to put the lodge or its offi-
cers to trouble or inconvenience while at
work. 1 he Master would be justified in
refusing to allow the warrant to be taken
out l‘:f the lodge-room while the lodge is at
work.

The name, age, occupation and resi-
dence of the candidate should be inserted
i the summons issued for-the vesting at
iwhich the ballot is to be taken, no matter
thow «iten it may have appeared in former
Summonses. The bhallot should not be
itaken at any meeting unless the required
JDarticulars have been inserted in the
‘summons for that meeting.

A man who has lost an arm is not eligi-
ble to be admitted into our fraternity.

A man who has lost his left hand isnot
eligible to be admitted into our fraternity.

The master has the power to refuse to
initiate any candidate if he deems it to be
for the interest of the Lodge or the Craft
to doso. Heshould not initiate any can-
didate, even after a favorable ballot,
whom he knows or deems to be unworthy.

A brother who has been suspended for
unmasonic conduct for a definite period
is not liable to his Lodge for dues accru-
ing during the period of his suspension.

The * previous question” is not ma-
sonic. The Master has charge of the de-
bate and may close it when he chooses.

Only those who had served twelve
months as Master can rank as Past
Masters.

St. John’s Liodge, No. 20, and St. John’s
Lodge, 209a, both located in London,
have been, by permission, allowed the use
of the ¢ Irish” work, and this permis-
sion gave rise to jealousy between the
two lodges, which was intensified by the
publication of certain mischievous para-
graphs in the brotherhood columa of a
daily paper. The Grand Master pointed
out the absurdity of allowing two sys-
tems of work inthe one jurisdiction, and
recommended that the permission undexr
which the lodges were working be with-
drawn. He made extended reference to
the publication of Masonic matters in the
public press—as follows :—'¢ Brethren
who contribute these articles should exer-
cise some discrinuination as to the matters
to be published. Carefully selected items
of masonic news are, of course, unobjec-
tionable, but there are other subjects that
should be as carefully avoided. Masons
and Lodges are in the main, very like
other men and other societies. They
often have their little differences of opin-
ion and sometimes more serious troubles,
and in the exercise of a judicious discre-
tion, there is no necessity for making
these matters public property. * *
Matters have been published in this juris-
diction that certainly ought not to have
appeered. If brethren differ let them
settle their differences in a }asonic man-
ner, but they should have more regard
for the good name of their Craft than to
let it be known to the outside world that
they cannot meet together in unity.
Above all, they should not exhibit spite
or ill-will, nor strive to wound or injure
each other either in feelings or reputa-
tion. They should remember that they
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are brothers, bound to each other with a
fraternal tie, and that the obligations
they have taken are not mere words,
they have a definite meaning, and are
intended to be kept by all who have any
regard for their plighted faith or any re-
spect for che word they have so sacredly
pledged.

The Grand Master stated that he had
granted dispensations for the healing of
twenty-eight persons who had become con-
nected with clandestine lodges, and then
gave in det=il the questions that he re-
quu'ed answered before such dispensations
were issued.

M. W. Bro. Robertson concluded his
address as follows :—*¢ After more than
twenty years of official connection with
the Grand Lodge of Canada, the time is
now at hand for moe to transfer to my
successor the duties and obligations of
this most important position. I cannot
look back ¢ver this lengthened period
without the deepest feelings of gratitude
towards my brethren for their invariuble
kindness and partiality ; words fail me to
express my appreciation of the repeated
manifestations of your confidence and re-
gard, crowned as hey have been with
the highest honor in your powerto bestow.
1 have endeavored to preserve, unsullied,
the honor and dignity of the Grand Lodge,
and my administration of the trust re-
posed in me, is now in your hands for
judgment. Relieved of the cares and
responsibilities of office, I will be glad to
be again in the ranks, and to continue to
work for the interests of our beloved
Order. To the last hour of my life, [
will remember with!pleasure and pride my
association with the Grand Lodge of
Canada. Brethren, I ask you to remem-
ber me as a lover of the fraternity, and as
one who tried to do his duty.”

From the financial statement submitted
the following figures are gleaned :

RECEIPTS.

Cash in Bank 31st May, 1857...... $ §,221 77
Certificates ........c.ooe tenenen ,284 00

UES «eoevenocassiensancacssasaans 10,077 50
Fees ciir ciiiiiieiieiieataaaee 1,438 00
Dispensations co..ovve veveiiannan 196 00
Warrants ...coceeiiianneeaenannn 50 00
Constitutions .......oovvivveinnnn 603 00
Commutations...... cocccaeeeeans 120 00
Interest on General Fund. ....... 2,657 05
Interest on Asylum Fund........ . 349 50
Sundries. ..... tesereeierannreaans . 28 50

926,895 32
Among the items of expenditure were
the following :

Grand Secretary’s Salary. ... ... $ 1,600 00
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Assistant Secretarys Salary... 800 00

Grand Treasurer’s Salary, 9 mos. .. 155 00
Rent of Grand Secretary’s Office... 175 00
Allowance to Grand Masterr...... 500 00
Engrossing address to M. W. Bro.

MUrray. ccveeceeencrenncncnnnns 47 50
Expenses Board of Gen’l Purposes 781 50
Expenses at Mecting of G, Lodge. . 86 00
Afilintion Fee Masonic Relief As- .

sociation of the Unites States

andCanada .......c.ccoennnnn 194 50
Engrossing Address to the Queen.. 56 55
Benevolence .oooooiiiiiiaaiaaan 10,605 60

The Ifunds of the Grand Lodge on 31st
May, 1888, were as follows :

London Loan Co., debentures..... $10,000 00
Western Canada Loune and Savings

Co., debentures................. 10,000 00
Canado Permanent Loan and Sav-

ings C'o., debentures............ 10,000 00
Landed Bankm" and Loan Co., de-

bentuUres. c .o iiireeiees cnaane 10,000 00
Hamilton Provident and Loan Co.,

debentures................ ..., .. 10,000 00
Huron and Erie Loan and Savings

Co., debeutures. . ....oveenanans 10,000 00
Cash in Bank of Commerce. ...... 9,243 43

$69,243 43

Which represents the balance at the
credit of the following accounts:

General Fund............. ... 819,731 14

Asylum Fund............. 11,424 25

Benevolent Invest Account. .. 35,784 63
Penevolent Fuud—Current Acct. . 2,503 51

S69,243 43

Among the recommendations by the
Board of General Purposes was one au-
thorising the purchase of a proper jewel
for R. W. Bro. W alker, representative of
the Grand Lodge of Canada near the
Grand Lodge of Wew York, such jewels
being necessary, owing to a resolution
adopted by the Grand Lodge of New
York.

The motion introduced by R. W. Bro.
Burritt, ‘That the Perth and Smith’s
Falls Lodges be restored to the Ottawa
District No. 16, and that the said District
be relieved by the withdrawal therefrom
of Hawkesbury and Plantagenet Lodges,”
was lost.

R. W. Bro. Judge DMacpherson’s
motion, striking out clause 2(6 of the
constitution, was slightly amended.

The motion brought forward by W.
Bro. C. C. Robmson ¢ That hereafter
all business, excepting that of balloting
for candidates, initiating and passing, be
transacted in the third degree, waslost by
a most decided majority. This motion
caused an interesting discussion.

Graud Lodge was then called off until
the following day.

The first business proceeded with on
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Thursday was the election of officers,
which resulted as follows :

M. W. Bro. R. T. Walkem, Q.C.,
Kingston, Grand Master.

R. W. Bro. J. Ross Robertson, To-
vonto, Deputy Grand Master.

R. W. Bro. John A, Wills, Toronto,
Grand Senior Warden.

R. W. Bro. Joseph Beck, Goderich,
Grand Junior Warden.

R. W. Bro. Rev. F. B. Stratton, Kings-
ton, Grand Chaplain.

R. W. Bro. Ed. Mitchell, Hamilton,
Grand Treasurer.

R, W. Bro. J. J. Mason, Hamilton,
Grand Secretary.

R. W. Bro. H. A. McKelcan, Hamil-
tun, Grand Registrar.

Bro. Thomas Colman, Owen Sound,
Grand Tyler.

Grand Master Robertson confirmed the
elections of District Daputy Grand Mast-
ers as follows :—

Erie, No. 1—R. W. Bro. J. A. C.
Anderson, Ridgetown.

St. Clair, No. 2—R. W. Bro. W. S.
Calvert, Napier.

Londor, No. 3—R. W. Bro. John
Boyd, Belmont.

- South Huron, No. 4—R. W. Bro. W.

-4 A, Duff, Seaforth.

North Huron, No. 5—R. W, Bro. E.

{ E. Wade, Brussels.

Wilson, No. 6—R. W. Bro. W. Muc-
{ donald, M.D., Tilsonburg.

X Wellington, No. 7—R. W. Bro. R.
3 Mahony, Guelph.

Hamilton, No. 8—R. W. Bro. Dr.
Freeman, Georgetown.

Georgian, No. 9—R. W. Bro. Geo.
Monkman, Barrie.

Niagara, No. 10--R. B Bro. C. G.

e McDermott, St. Catharines.

Toronto, No. 11—R. W. Bro. Col. Jas.
{ Wayling, Sharon.
{ Ontario, No. 12—R. W. Bro. Ben-
jamin Shortly, Peterbore’.

Prince Edward, No. 13—R. W. Bro.
Wm. Smeaton, Belleville.

Frontenac, No. 14—R. W. Bro. H.
Wilkinson, Kingston.

St. Lawrence, No. 15—R. W, Bro. W.
J. Morris, Perth.

% Ottawa, No. 16—R. W. Bro. David

Taylor, Ottawa.
Algoma, No. 17—R. W. Bro. S. W,
Ray, Port Arthur.

The following brethren were elected on

{ the Board of General Purposes for two

years : R. W, Bro. J. G, Hegler, Inger-
soll ; R. W. Bro. R. B, Bungerford, Lon-
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don ;R. W, Bro. E. T. Malone, Toronto ;
R. W. Bro. Thos. Sargant, Toronto ; R,
W. Bro. D. H. Martin, Kincardine, and
V. W. Bro. L. Secord, Brantford (one
year),

The following were appointed by the
Grand Master :

R. W. Bro. J. S. Dewar, London; R.
W. Bro. A. McLean, Kingston ; R. W.
Bro. Jno. Creaser, Owen Sound ; R. W,
Bro. John Walsh, Ottawa; R. W. Bro.
W. L. Hamilton, Brockville.

The following resolution was moved by .
M. W. Bro. Otto Klotz, and seconded
by R. W. Bro. N. L. Steiner :—

Wiereas, by the inscrutable decree of
an All-wise Providence the Masonic Grand
Lodge of Germany has, during the current
year, sustained by death the loss of the
Emperor William I., a Past Grand Master,
and alse of the Emperor Frederick III,,
until hisdemisethe Grand Master of the
Order ; therefore be it

Resolved. That we, the Grand Lodge
of Canada now assembled, do hereby
tender our heartfelt sympathy with the
Grand Liodge of that empire in the trying
ordeal they have passed through ; and
that a copy of this resolution be forward-
ed by the Grand Secretary to the Grand
Lodge of Germany.

And that the Grand Lodge hereby ex-
presses its heartfelt sympathy towards the
Dowager Empress Victoiia for the loss of
so noble a husband, whose life-long career
showed him to have been a wise ruler and
kind father ; aud that a copy of this reso-
lution be forwarded to the Dowager Em-
press Victoria.

The resolution was reverently and un-
animously adopted.

In connection with the difficulty be-
tween the Grand Lodges of England and
Quebec, the following resolution was car-
ried :—Moved by W. Bro. Daniel Rose
and seconded by M. W. Bro. Spry :—

That having heard with pleasure from
the Grand DMaster that the last lodge
working under a foreign warrant in this
jurisdiction has now applied to this Grand
body to be placed on its roll of warranted
Iodges, the time is opportune for the
Grand Lodge of Canada, as the mother
Grand Lodge of Quebee, to offer itsfriend-
ly services to the Grand Lodges of Eng-
lz2nd 2nd Quebec to aid them in the settle-
ment of the unfortunate matters in dis-
pute bettreen these Grand bodies, so that
a stop may be put to the vexatious
troubls, so injurious not aione to the jur-
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isdiction directly interested, but to the
craft generally. Be it tnerefore

Fesolved, that vhis Grand Lodge request
the Grand Master to enter into correspon-
dence with his Royal Highness the Most
‘Worshipful the Grand Master of England
and the M. W. the Grand Master of Que-
bee, looking to the end that harmony and
brotherly love prevail between England
and the craft in this Dominion.

The motion introduced providing for
Toronto being the permanent meeting
place of Grand Lodge was overvhelmingly
defeated.

Owen Sound was selected as the next
meeting place. The other places men-
tioned were Ottawa, London, St. Thomas
and St. Catharines.

W. Bro. W. J, Boardman gave notice
of motion to alter the present constitution
which grants officers power to resign be-
fore their term of office expires.

W. Bro. C. C. Robinson, of Aurora,
renewed his notice of motion that all the
business of warranted lodges be done in
the third degree.

R. W. Bro. Wade, of Brussels, that no
voting papers for members of the Board
of General Purposes be counted unless
they contain the number of names each
brother is enabled to vote for.

After the installation of officers it was
decided to present Past Grand Master
Robertson with a suitable testimonial in
acknowledgment of past services.

The labors of Grand Lodge were
brought to a close in the usual manner.
M. W. Bro. Elotz leading the vocal exer-
cises.

GRAND MASTER WALKEM.

M. W. Bro. R. T. Walkem was born
September 30th, 1840, in Waterford,
Ireland, where he lived until he was four
years old, when his parents came to
Canada. He spent his school and college
days in Montreal, where he graduated
with honors. In 1860 he came to To-
ronto, where he studied law until 1864,
when he removed to Kingston, and in
1365 was called to the bar in that city.
In 1880 he was honored with the title
of Queen’s Counsel. Bro. Walkem was
initiated into Freemasonry in Kingston,
January Sth, 1874, Ancient St. John’s
Lodge, No. 3, being his masonic birth-
place. In 1877 he was elected W. M.,
and in 1879 80 occupied the position of
D. D. G. M., an office that he was called
upon to fill the greater part of 1881,
owing to the removal from that juris-
diction of his successor. Since 1879 Bro.
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Walkem has been a member of the
Board of General Purposes. In 1886,
when Grand Lodge mrit at Windsor, he
was chosen Depuly Grand Master, and he
discharged the duties of the position so
efliciently as to merit the following com-
pliment from Past Grand Master
Robertson in his recent address to Grand
Lodge :—*¢ I have to acknowledgo with
thanks the efficient services rendered
during the past year by the Deputy
Grand Master, R, W. Bro. R. T. Walkem,
and especially for his kindness in reliev-
ing me of a great deal of onerous work in
the eastern section of our jurisdiction.
He has always been ready to undertake
any Masonic labor and indefaligable in
his exertions for the benefit of the craft.”
Bro. Walkem 1is Third Principal of
Cataraqui R. A. Chapter, Kingston. In
addition to devoting considerable time to
Freemasonry, Bro. Walkem lends his
energies to promoting the welfare of the
Anglican Church, of which he is a pro-
minent member. At the present time he
is treasurer of the Provincial Synod of
the Diocese of Ontario, a member of the
Board of Missions of the Provincial
Synod, and one of the Advisors to the
Court of Appeal of the Metropolitan
Bishop. For many years Bro. Walkem
took a warm interest in politics, favour-
ing the Conservative Party, but lately
he has held aloof from them, owing it is
stated, to his refusal to blindly follow
party leaders.

—

@oxrespondence.

We do not hold ourselves responsible for the
opinions of our Correspondents,

B R e el

THAT RITUAL.

To the Editor of the CanaDIAN CRAFTSMAN.

Dear Sir & Bro.,,—Keep up an agita-
tion against the stupid innuvations in our
ritual. I like the way you hit the mat-
ter. You did'nt aim high and miss the
mark, but you make a bull’s-eye, and it
is sure to count. If the objectionable
work was referred to in Grand Ludge let
your readers know what was done.

Yours &e.

Hamilton. ANTI- REFORM.

[When the finance committee’s report
came up for adoption the ritnal was
slightly referred to. Grand Master Rob-
ertson then announced that the Work
had been prepared at the direction of

N
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Grand Lodge, and by a committee of
Pest Grand Mesters. That being the
case he would not allow it t~ become the
subject of a discusgion, Bro. Robertson’s
decision may have been reached from
looking at the subject in two ways.
Firstly, that the Past Grand Masiers are
infallible, and consequently their actions
are above criticism ; secondly, the inno-
vations in the Ritual are so uncalled for
as to be indefensible. The agitation will
be kept up, and we anticipate D.D.G.M’s
will hear from the brethren atlarge when
lodges of instruction are being held.—¥Ep.]

ORYPTIC MASONRY.

—

To the Bditor of the CANADIAN CRAFTSMAN,

Dear Sir anp V. W. BROTHER.—
In your last issue appears a letter from
& Past Noah asking questions, and as the
last has reference to myself I would
thank you kindly by the insertion of
these few lines.

For the Masonic Register, 1887, I was
supplied with information as to Adoniram
Council, No. 2, but from some unex-
plained cause the same was not furnished
me for the Register of 1888, otherwise it
would have been inserted. As it is my
intention to issue the Masonic Register
for 1889, and wishing to have it as com-
plete and interesting as possible, I shall
esteem it a favor, not only personally,
but in the interest of the Craft, if any
brother will supply me with particulars
not later than the first week in January,

Yours &c.
JoHN A. RICHARDSON.
Toronto.

QUR SUBURBAN LODGES.

Editor of THE CANADIAN CRAFTSMAN.

W. Sir & Bro.,—Fur sime fex years
past some of the suburban lodges have
heen at loggerheads with each other, not
so much on account of any generally jeal-
ous feeling owing to the success of some

¢ and the non-success of others, but to the

unworthy actions of two or three vindic-
tive spirits, whose sole aim was and is,
and will be, so long as they are tolerated
by the Craft to secure power sufficient to
masonically crush a few men who know
them too -vell, and can see through their
petty tricks and schemes. These men,
who never should have passed the portals

{ of a Dasonic lodge, undoubtedly feel

their impending doom ; they know that

the bubble will burst some day, and they
will stand before the world in their proper
licht. It certainly does seem hard that
with all the beauty and grandeur of our
Order we should be trammelled with wire-
pullers, who pass their time hatching
mischief and injuring worthy brethren.
Yours fraternally,
Fair Pray.
Toronto, July 28.

@raft Tidings.

CANADIAN.

Many of the Toronto lodges are enjoy-
ing a rest, the custom of calling off in the
heated term prevailing to some extent.

Bro. D’Avignon, P.G.8.W., Windsor,
stepped through a trap door in his drug
store recently and received severe injur-
ies.

Stevenson Lodge, Toronto, after paying
the oxpenses connected with their moon-
light excursion, added something to their
general fund.

The Scottish Rite is doing well in Wind-
sor. Among the visitors at the last meet-
ing of Palestine Lodge of Perfection was
Bro. D. Spry. Windsor expects to have
a Council and Chapter ere long.

At the meeting of Manite Lodge, No.
90, Bro. Henry Robertson, G.M., by the
unanimous vote of the lodge, was made an
Honorary Member with full privileges, for
past services rendered to his mother lodge
and to the Craftin general.

At the meeting of this district in the Ma-
sonic Hall for the election of a D.D.G. M.
about 170 brethren were in attendance,
thirty-five lodges being represented. At~
the conclusion of the voting, Bro. Malone,
the retiring D.D.G.M., was presented
with a handsome set of regaliaand a mas-
sive and artistic photographic group of the
W. DMs of the city lodges, the central
figure being Bro. Malone. The picture
was framed in carved oak. Bro. Col.
Wayling, the newly .elected D.D.G.}M.,
made a good impression. THE CRAFTSMAN
tenders him its congratulations on his
election.

A double Masonic burial took place at
Mount Pleasant, Toronto, on July 29th,
when the remains of Bro. Joseph O Brien,
of Parkdale, a member of Alpha Lodge,
and Bro. J. R. Hughes, of Walker Lodge,
Acton, were interred in the Masonic bur-
ial plot, kindly donated to the Craft some
years ago by R. W. Bro. J. Ross Robert-
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son. The procassions met at North Toron.-
to station and proceeded thence to Mount
Pleasant, where the burial service was read
by Deputy Grand Master Robertson. A
large number of prominent Craftsmen
were present, among them being Grand
Senior Warden Wills, Bro. U’Brien was
65 years of age and had lived and died a
Rouman Catholic. On account of his con-
nectivn with Masonry the clerical authori-
ties of the Catholic Church objected to his
burial in St. Michasl’s Cemetery, where
the remains of his wife arelaid away. In
view of this the relatives of deceased acced-
ed to his repeatedly expressed wish to be
buried by his brother Masons and in the
Masonie burying ground.

Bro. William Hamilton, ex-Reeve of
Parkdale, died in Toronto, on Aug. 2nd,
from Bright’s disease, after a lengthened
illness, He was connected with St.
George Lodge, Toronto, and Alpha and
Zeta Lodges, Parkdale ; Occident ‘Royal
Arch Chapter, Odo de St. Amand Pre-
ceptory, Toronto. Several yearsago Bro.
Hamilton was a comparatively wealthy
man, and extremely generous, but un-
fortunate speculations caused severe
losses, and told heavily on his health.

He was buried with Masonic honors on .

the 4th inst.
UNITED STATES,

Tennessee has twenty-two Grand Mas-
ters living,

The craft in Minneapolis is making
every preparation for erecting a Masonic
temple this year.

The Supreme Council of the A. & A.S.
Rite of the Northern Jurisdiction will
meet in Boston, M1ss., in September.

The Grand Lodge of Nebraska hason
hand over $15,000 for an orphans’ home,
which will be commenced when the fund
reaches $25,000.

The Grand Lodge of Wisconsin recently
contributed vne hundred dollars tuwards
the relief of a worthy distressed brother
who is ninety-one years of age.

Camden Lodge, No. 15, of Camden,
N.J., recently received a’petition for mem-
bership from a brother who had been a
non-afiiliate for thirty-five years.

Bro. Latour, of the Detroit Freemason,
has been ill for some time, His wife,
aided by some of the brethren, keeps the
publication moving, and it appears re-
gularly.

In Alabama the Grand Commander was
asked for a dispensation to allow a Com-

mandery to appear as an escort at the
marriage of one of its members, which was
refused, that not being considered a Ma-
sonic event |

A recent Sunday was observed by the
Masons of Merced, California, as is usual
with them annually, in decorating the
graves of the eleven deceased members of
their Fraternity who are buried in the
Masonic cemetery.

The corner-stone of a Masonic Home
for Tennessee, located near the city of
Nashville, was laid with the usual Masonic
ceremonies recently. A subscription of
$13,000 toward its erection was made in
the city of Nashville. !

The corner-stone of the old masonic
building in Savannah, Ga., was found the
other day, and showed no sign of having
been disturbed since it was placed in posi-
tion in 1799. It contained only an Eng-
lish half-penny and an American cent.

There are 238 subordinate lodges on
the roll of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin.
Of these twenty-nine have, since its or-
ganization in 1844, been dropped, leaving :
209 live working lodges. There wasa
slight increase in membership during the

year. i

The committee on dispensations and !
new lodges, at the last communication |
of the Grand Lodge, of Wisconsin, re- :
ported in effect that no new lodge should ,
be named after a living Mason. This re- '
port met with the approval of the Grand |
Lodge. !

It has been estimated that if all the;‘

members of the Masonic fraternity in the |

United States were arranged in one pro- |

cession, marching two and two, they i !

would form a line 300 miles ir length.
‘¢ Linked sweetness long drawn out,” as
it were. .

The Grand Master of the District of*
Columbia required a lodge which used a
room in common with a body not purely
Masonic, to vacate it or secure its sole :
use. This was done, and the lodge is
monarch of all it surveys in its tiled Ma-
sonic home.

The Grand Master of Dakota says: ‘I
refused ten requests of lodges to appear
in public on memorial day. [believe no
Masonic lodge should appear in public in
the clothing, with the lights and jewels
of masonry, unless for the purpose of
doing masonic work. :

Bro. Lord Stanley, the Keysione says,
promptly discovered one of the disadvan-

]
!
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tages of being Governor-General of Can-
ada at his reception the other day, when
he had to listen to formal addresses in
both English and French. He got even
by replying in both languages.

The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania has
adopted the following resovlution ;—Iie-
sulved, That the permission by a suburdin-
ate lodge for the use of its place of meet-
ing for the practice of the Cerneau rite, or
for any other purpose than one recognized
as Masonic, is unauthorized and improper.

Sume of vur United States exchanges
warn the Craft against holding Masonic
intercourse with one James Steward, or
James Malia Steward, a Scotchman, who
falsely claims to he a member of Aurora
Lodge, No. 254, of Aurora, Ill. One Fred.
H. Wood, claiming to be a member of El-
lesmere Lodge, No. 768, of Runcorn,
Cheshire, England, has also been exposed,

The statistics of the Grand Lodge of
New Hampshere are as follows :—Number
of lodges, 76; admitted to membership
during the year, 292 ; restored, 15 ; de-
mitted, 94 ; died, 150 ; members, 8194,
an increase of 20 ; balance of cash on hand
i8 $3,361.95. The next semi-annual com-
munication will be held at Manchester, on
Dec. 27, and the annual communication at
Concord, May 15, 1889.

The Freemason's Journal, New York,
says the regulation dress of the Shriners
i as follows :—The headgear is the plain
Turkish red fez, with the emblem and
name of the owner’s temple upon it if the
owner so desires, but nothing more. All
other colored fezes must be discarded.
There is to be no distinction by way of
color, the high, the low, the rich and the
poor are to wear the now historic Shrine
red fez.

¢¢ Is a Masonic Charity a Fraud ?” asks
a correspondent of the CANADIAN CRAFTS-
Max. It is sometimes disappointing, and
sometimes injudiciously administered, but
80 long as the income of Charity Funds is
bestowed upon destitute worthy masons,
their widows and orphans, it cannot he
pronounced a fraud, even if other worthy
applicants are neglected. Itisalways safe,
however, for a masonic body to carefully
scrutinize the work of its Charity Com-
mittee.—Masonic Token.

The total number of afliliated Master
Masons in Morana is 23,015, being a net
increase of 424 during the year 1887. The
work of the year was as follows :—Initi-
ated, 1,202 ; passed, 1,128 ; and raised,
1,109. Onehundred and twenty-sixlodges

conferred no degrees. Four lodges con-
ferred over fifty degrees. The two largest
lodges are located in Terre Haute, and are
Terre Haute, No. 19, with 312 members,
and Social, No. 86, with 2656 members,
From 1876 to 1886 there was a loss in
membership of 5,663, and yet during that
period about 1,000 Master Masyns were
made annually. The aggregate loss dur-
ing this one decade was over 20,000 mem-
bers., Of this loss some 1(,000 members
demitted, and over 7,000 suffered them-
selves to be suspended for non-payment of
dues.

FOREIGN.

Alodge of Master Magons has been
constituted in Upper Burmuda, by the
Grand Lodge of England.

The Crown Prince of Denmark, Bro.
Christian Frederick, is Grand Master, and
the number of Brethren under his juris-
diction is 3472. King Christian 1X. is
High Protector of the Craft in Denmark.

Bro. King Oscar II, of Sweden, is
Grand Master, the Crown Prince is
Deputy, and Bro. Robert Dickson, of
Stockholm, is Grand Secretary. It has
five Provincial Grand Lodges, and a total
membership of 3279 Brethren.

The London Freemason records the
death, on June 19th, at Peuryn, Corn-
wall, of John Tresidder, born December
2nd, 1785, and initiated in Lodge of Love
and Honor, Falmouth, Auqust 6th, 1805
(under twenty years of age). He was the
oldest Mason in the world.

Another copy of the ‘“ Old Charges,”
in manuscript, has just been found in the
British Museam, by Bros. Wm. J. Hug-
han and John Lane. [t resembles the

- ¢¢ Bedford MS.,” and Bro. Hughan will

report later, after consulting with Bros.
Gould, Rylands and Speth.

The first petilion for constituting a
Military Lodge abroad, under the Grand
Lodge of England, was in 1728 from Fort
William, in Bengal, and in the following
year a similar petition was granted by the
Grand Master the Duke of Richmond, to
open 3 lodge of St. John’s, at Gibraltar.

The Minute Book of Canongate Kil-
winning Lodge, No. 2, of Scotland, con-
tains probably the earliest reference to
s *“ Friend ” who was a Freemason. In
June, 1741, mention is made of a
¢ Quaker,” who, though a Brother,
¢ had been guilty of an indignity to the
Lodge.”

Beyond a doubt the most rapid ad-
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vancement ever attained in Freemasonry
was by the fourth Duke of Atholl, who
received the three degrees, was elected
and ins!alled Macter of the Lodge, and
wag elected Grand Master of the ‘¢ An-
cients ” (England), all in one day, viz,
March 1st, 1776, —Keystone.

The Grand Lodge of England has up-
held the appeal of Bro. W. H. Messenger,
P. M. of Canterbury Lodge, (Christ-
church), against his expulsion by the
District Grand Lodge of Canterbury for
alleged adultery and desertion of his
wife and family. The appeal wasupheld
on the grounds that the District Grand
Lodge had not power to deal with the
charge.

The South African Freemuson, publish-
ed at Cathcart, Cape Colony, says : We
must once more protest against the error
made by several of our exchangesin stat-
ing that there is a movement on foob to
establish an independent Grand Lodge
in South Africa. We ought to know, and
certainly are unaware of anything of the
kind. Here and there isolated Masons
have spoken in favor of such an idea but
it has never taken root in the minutest
degree. We have written once upon the
subject and expressed ourselves as against
any ‘ swarming off.”

A short time since the English breth-
ren at Johannesburg, Buhemia, applied to
Grand Lodge of England for a charter
under the English Constitution. It is
announced that His Royal Highness the
Grand Master cannot see his way to de-
part from the rule laid down, not to grant
charters to Lodges out of British jurisdic-
tion. Tt is hoped, however, says the

East Pro-ince Herald that the represen- .

tations which Past Masters Keith and
Crowe, from Pretoria, will make, and the
petitions which they will lay before the
Grand Lodge, willinduce His Royal High-
ness to re-consider the matter. Another
coptemporary says it will be the cause for
much regret should the English Free-
masons of such an esséntially English
town be shut out of communication with
English Freemasons, and compelled to
affiliate themselves with lodges under the
jurisdiction of other Constitutions,— Free-
masons’ Chronicle.

At a recent communication of Builders’
Lodge, Ottawa, W. Bro. J. C. Kearns,
P.M., was made the recipient of a hand-
some Past Master’s Jewel.

Hnights ‘@empla;cﬁ.

THE OBJECTIONABLE RITUAL.

Among the Knights Templar who have
studied the ritual of ihe Order, says the
2asonic Advacate, thare is a general feel-
ing of dissatisfaction, if not absolute dis-
gust, with the ritual adopted by the
Grand Encampment at St. Louis in 1886.
So strong is this feeling that there would
be open rebellion against it in several
Grand Jurisdictions were it not for their
loyalty to the Grand Encampment, which
influences them to remain quiet and
endure it until the meeting of that body
in 1889, when the ritual will undoubtedly
undergo another revision.
cerns Grand Commanderies, it is thus re-
ceiving a quasi-indorsement by them, for
the time being, except in Iowa, where
there is open rebellion against its use,
Much as we dislike the ritual promul-
gated by the Grand Encampment, we can
not approve the action of the Sir Knights
of Iowa in opposition to its use. While
holding allegiance to the Grand Encamp-
ment they must obey its laws. If any
such are obnoxious, let the proper course
be pursued for their repeal. When all
efforts in that direction have failed, then
rebellion may perhaps be justitied, but
until then obedience to the constitutional
authority is a Masonic and Kopightly
duty. Let the ritual be thoroughly dis-
cussed and understood by those Sir
Knights who will compose the delegates
to the Triennial meeting next year, and
we think they will be satistied to return
to the old ritual under which Templarism
was established and acyuired its present
popularity.

IOWA’S PROTEST:

Grand Commander Varnum, of Iowa,
has issued an address in reply to Grand
Master Roome’s edict, which is an able
defence. The Grand Commander not
only assumes the defensive, but points
out in most courteous language the viola-
tion of law and usurpation of power by
Grand Master Roome, and asks the
several Grand Commanderies to withhold
judgment until the whole case has been
placed before them. The Grand Com-
mander takes the position : That the
¢ supposed ritual” was never lawfully
adopted legally by the Grand Encamp-
ment ; if it were lerally adopted the use

So far as con- .
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of the Ritual is not obligatory, and a de-
clination to use it is not disloyalty ; the
action of the Grand Commandery of Iowa
cen be questioned by the Grand Encamp-
ment only, and not by the Grand Master ;
Templar Masonry is governed oy consti-
tutional law, and not by a despot. These
are the chief points in the ten protesting
clauses of Grand Commander Varnum’s
defence, and they are skiifully handled.
It is difficult to say how Grand Master
Roome will meet this defence and protest,
but unless he has the law on his side it is
possible other grand Commanderies will
follow the lead taken by Grand Command-
er Speed.

MORE “DISLOYALTY.”

Sir Knight Frederic Speed, Grand
Cummander of Mississippi, comes out
strongly in defence of the Graud Com-
mandery of Iowa, which it will be re-
collected was suspended by General
Charles Roome, Grand Master of Knights
Templars of the United States, for re-
fusing to accept a new and objectionable
ritual. Sir Knight Speed not only de-
fended Iowa but refuses to enforce the
edict issued by the Grand Master, and
speaks in the mo.t emphatic manner as
the following sentence shows ;—*‘* Being
clearly of the opinion that the Most
Eminent Grand Master has exceeded his
constitutional authority in the premises,
and that it would be a dangerous pre-
cedent to admit, by the promulgation of
said edict, that it has any validity or is
of binding force anywhere amongst
Knights Templar, I have declined to
promulgate the same in this jurisdiction.”

Sir Knight Speed gives numerous
reasons why the edict should not be
obeyed, and states his case with great
clearness and power. In closing his pro-
test, Sir Knuight Speed, says:—“If I
have been so unfortunateas to have failed
to impress upon your mind a conviction
of the illegality of your order and edict,
T beg of you to consider whether in pro-
ceeding to such an extreme measure of
coercion the evil is not likely to far ex-
ceed any possible good which could come
from such a measure., The Grand Com-
mandery of lowa iS one of the most
intellizent bodies of gentlemen which
assemble anywhere upon the face of
God’s footstool. It is scarcely possible
that they can be  captious in this matter ;
indeed, the very language employed by
them in discussing the question is any-

thing but rebellious and trensonable, as
your edict charges. They say ‘the
Grand Commandery of the State of Iowa
does not question the power of the
Grand Encampment. to prescribe the
entire Ritual of this Order,” and then,
as the result of their conclusions, they
submit the question to the Grand En-
campment at the °next Triennial Con-
clave.” Surely, if this is ¢disloyalty’
and ‘rebellion,” we are all tratiors who
presume to doubt the legality of any
statute, and without being guilty of
treason there could be nothing but hlind
submission to all the vagaries of legisla-
tive bodies.”

MINNESOTA.

This Grand Commandery held its an-
nual conclave June 26th and 26th, in
Duluth. The attendance was large, every
Commandery in the State being repre-
sented excepting one. Sir Knight John
A. Schlener, Minneapolis, was elected
Grand Commander, and Sir Knight A. T,
C. Pierson, St. Paul, Grand Recorder,
The next meeting will be held in Austin.
A committee consisting of the first four
officers of the Grand Commandery, was
appointed to memorialize the next Grand
Encampment in favor of the repeal of the
present ritual, which is an indirect blow
at Grand Master Roome's suspension of
Towa, and direct sympathy with the
Grand Commandery of that State.

JACQUES DE MOLAI

Sir Knight Edmund Flagg, of Virginia,
and an author of some repute, has just
completed a powerful, picturesque and
absorbing novel of the fourteenth century,
historical in character, and full of infor-
mation conveyed in the most pleasing
manner. The title of the book 1s, ¢ De
Molai, the Last of the Military Grand
Masters of the Order of Templa~
Knights.,” The sceue is laid principally
in Paris, and the theme is the suppression
of the Order of XKnights Templar by
Philip the Fourth of France. Through-
out the romance towers the commanding
form of Jacques de Molai, the noble old
warrior-monk, who was ready to bear the
tortures of the Inquisition, and even to
suffer martrydom at the stake, for the
cause of the persecuted Order of which
he was the chief. A complete history of
the Knights Templar is given, which
will be found of great value and interest
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by the Masonic Fraternity as well as by
the general reader. The novel is publish-
ed by T. B. Peterson & Bros, Phila-
delphia.

SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY.

The annual session of the Sovereign
Great Priory of Canada was held in the
Toronto Street Masonic Hall, Toronto, on
the 17th of July, Supreme Grand
Master, Col. McLeod Moore, G. C. T.,
presiding.

The Grand Master read an exhaustive
address or allocution, which referred at
length to the cause of separation from the
English Templars, and the action of the
latter body in declaring non-intercourse,
owing to the establishment in the colony
of Victoria of three preceptories under
Canadian warrants, and which, it is al-
leged by England, was an infringement
of territory. The Grand Master, while
deploring the outcome of the action of the
Canadian Great Priory, and adhering to
his loyalty to the parent body, claimed
that England had overstepped the pro-
prieties, and throughout the discussion
exhibited but little cunsiderativn for the
feelings and opinions of the Templars in
Canada. In the matter of the edict
promulgated by the Sovereign Great
Priory of Canada, against the Scottish
Encampments located in New Brunswick,
the Grand Master recommended its re-
moval as a means to an amicable settle-
ment of the difficulty.

The motion to cut away the privileges
of honorary members of preceptories was
withdrawn, and that to establishProvincial
Grand Priories was permitted to stand
until the next annual assembly.

In addition to the Supreme Grand
Master, who holds the position for life,
the following are the ofticers of Great
Priory, who were elected at the
session :—

R. Em. Frater Jas. A. Heunderson, Q.
C., G. C. T., Kingston, Deputy Grand
Master.

R. Em. Frater Daniel Spry, G. C. T,
Barrie, Grand Chancellor.

R. Em. Frater Rev. Frederick Bates,
Chatham, Grand Chaplain.

R. Em. Frater G. G. Rowe, M. D,
Parkdale, Grand Constable.

R. Em. Frater H. E. Channell, Que-
bee, Grand Marshal. .

R. Em. Frater David DMcLellan,
Hamilton, Grand Treasurer.

R. Em. Frater Geo. S. McConkey,
Toronto, Grand Registrar.

The following R. Em. Fraters wero
elected Provincial Priors i(—

H. C. Simpson, London,
District.

Hugh Walker, Guelph, Hamilton Dis-
triet.

Edmund E. Sheppard, Toronto, To-
rontv District.

W. Fitzsimmons, Brockville, Kingston
District.

Iseac H. Stearns, Montreal, Quebec
District.

L. B. Archibald, Truro, Nova Scotia
District.

W. G. Bell, Winnipeg,
District.

The Grand Council is composed of the
following, the first five R. Em. Fraters
having been elected, the balance appoint-
ed by the Grand Master :—

Henry Robertson, LL.B., Collingwood ;
Donald Ross, Picton ; J. Ross Robertson,
Toronto ; E. T. Malone, Toronto ; John
S. Dewar, London; A. G. Adams,
Montreal ; J. MecL. Stevenson, Barrie;
G.J. Bennett, Parkdale; 8. S. Lazier,
Belleville ; S. Lebourveau, Quebec.

As the Sovereign Priory is not a pro-
vincial body it was decided that the next
year'’s meeting be held in the city of
Montreal, on the Tuesday before the
second Wednesday in October.

SUPREME GRAND MASTER MOORE.

Col. William James Bury MacLeod
Moore was born in Ireland, but received
his early education in Scotland. He
served a ferm of some twenty years in
the 69th regiment, and was elected by the
war office as first class staff officer in
Canada. When Col. Moore was but
seventeen years old (in 1827} he re-
ceived the three craft degrees in free-
masonry in one night at a special meeting
of Glenkindil lodge, No. 333, at the
residence of R. W. Bro. Major-General
Sir Alexander Leike, K. C. B. In 1831
he received the chapter degrees in
Aberdeen, and in 1844 was installed a
High Knight Templar and Knight of
Malta in Boyle, county of Roscommon.
Col. Moore was located at Malta three
years later, and in 1849 was elected W,
M. of St. John, and 81 Paul lodge,
English Registry, which met in the city
of Lavaletta. During the Colonel’s stay
at Malta he established the first Knight
Templar encampment ever held in Malta,
and called it the ¢ Melita.” When the

London

Manitoba

Grand Conclave was held in London in .

1862, Col. Moore was invested with the
rank and title of Second Grand Captain
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of the Grand Conclave. Soon after his
arival in Canada, Col. Moore became
connected with the Ancient St. John’s
Lodge, and Ancient Frontenac Chapter
in Kingston. He subsequently discover-
ed that an encampment had been in
oxistence some time previously in King-
ston, and putting himself in communi-
cation with the Grand Conclave of Eng-
land, procured a warant for the establish-
ment of Hugh de Payens encampment,
he being its first commander. The
Grand Conclave allowed the new encamp-
ment to retain the date (1824) held by
the dormant one. To commemorate the
event the late Sir Knight Major-General
Alex. Gordon, R.E, instituted for the
members of the Encampment an order of
merit to be called the Gordon Order,
consisting of twelve crosses, eleven of
silver and one of gold, the latter to be
held by Bro. MacLeod Moore for life.
From the establishment of this encamp-
ment sprung the Sovereign Great Priory
which now holds sway over the Do-
minion of Canada, In recognition of
services rendered to Templarism Col
Moore was appointed Provincial Grand
Commander for Canada, a position he
held until 1868, when he became, owing
to certain geographical changes, Grand
Prior of the Provincial Grand Priory of
the Dominion. The then Grand Master
of England, Col. Stuart, presented him
on the occasion with a beautiful star and
enamelled badge of office. On the for-
mation of Convent General in 1873, with
H. R. H. the Prince of Wales as Grand
Master of the whole Order, the latter,
on his installation, announced that her
Majesty the Queen had consented to be-
come patron of the Order, and he there-
with institoted the honorary ranks of
Grand Cross of the Temple and Knight
Commander of the Temple, appointing
a limited number of each. Col. Moore
had the honour to be nominated one of
the Grand Crosses, of which there were
altogether twenty-one, six of them being
royal personages, including the Emperor
of Germany, King of Sweden, Crown
Prince of Germany, Crown Prince of
Denmark, Duke of Connaught, ete. In
376 a Nalional Great Priory under
Convent General was formed, when Col.
Moore was installed Great Prior of the
United Orders of the Temple and Malta
for the Dominion. Complete indepen-
dence from the parent body was secured
in 1884, when Col. Moore was elected
Grand Master ad witam. Col. Moore
founded Corinthian Lodge in Oftawsa,

in,1864, was its first W.M., and in the
same year was Grand Senior Warden of
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada.
He organized Carleton, R. A. Chapter
in Ottawa, in 1859, and was its first Z.
He established the A. & A. Scottish Rite
in Canada, the Red Cross of Rome and
Constantine, Royal Ark Mariners, the
Swedenborgian Rite, and the Rosucruci-
an order. Bro. Moore’s Masonic career
or record, it will be noticed is a varied
one, everything connected even in the
remotest degree with the craft, being
studied by him. His zeal for the insti-
tution was unbounded, aud if he was the
means of introducing what can only be
termed side-shows to the notice of the
brethren, his motives were evidently the
best. OQur aged brother bears his years
well, and we are sure we but echo the
sentiments of the fraternity in Canada,
when we express the hope that his ripe
judgment and wide range of Masonic
knowledge may long be a guide and
instruct the brethren.

AN OLD TIME ARKANSAS CHAP-
TER.

Several years ago I was travelling
through the mountainous regionsof Ar-
kansas, and arrived in a small town in the
evening, and was invited by some Com-
panions to remain and assist them in hold-
ing a meeting of their Chapter, and give
them 2 lecture on Chapter work. I did
80, and was surprised to see that they had
no curtains to their windows, and, for
safety, kept their Sentinel outside the
building, walking round and round the
schoolhouse, where they met, like a sentry
at a military camp. They had a small
rough pine box for an altar, no lamps, and
the only lights they had were a few star
candles, stuck into holes made by an inch
auger in small blocks of wood. I gave
them a lecture, and particularly aboub
their careless and slovenly way of doing
things, and told them they must have
blinds or curtains to their windows, an
altar, rods, jewels, and lamps. They said
they were too poor to buy such things,
had no monoy, ete. I inquired what they
had done with the money they had re-
ceived for degrees, as I had been told thab
they had done considerable work in the
past year, and a Companion told me that
they had been conferring degrees on cre-
dit ; that as they could get along without
the money paid down, they had been in
the habit of indulging candidates and giv-
ing them the degrees, and waiting on
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them until it was convenient for them to
pay ; and he further said that there was
then about $200 due them for degrees al-
ready conferred, besides a considerable
amount due the Chapter for membership
dues.—Grand High Friest Van Hoose, of
Arkansas,

IS TEMPLARISM BOGUS®?

The New York Masonic Chronicle asks
the question, ‘‘Is Templarism bogus?”
Who will answer it? The Freemason's
Journal also imparts this information:

‘¢ Anterior to Cerneau’s advent in New
York, as far back as 1797, Templar en-
campments were known to be in ex-
istence, but 20t as Masonic bodies, Elias
Hicks was a Knight of St. John, a year
anterior to his initiation into Masonry.
Through adding the Chivalric degrees to
those of the Chapter was formed the
present system of Templarism, by which
it acquired its Masonic character as a cre-
ation of Cerneauism.”

JURISDICTIQON OF CHAPTERS.

The Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania,
which met recently in Philadelphia, adopt-
ed the following :

Resolved, That in a case where one
Chapter states under seal that there is
a Masonic objection to another Chapter
receiving the petition of an applicant re-
siding within its jurisdiction, that said
objecting Chapter cannot receive a peti-
tion from the applicant until said objec-
tion is first removed by a majority viva
voce vote.

Resolved, That when the objecting Chap-
ter has removed the Masonic objection,
it must immediately notify the inquir-
ing Chapter, under seal, of the action
taken.

This Grand Chapter has time and
again decided that no Chapter can claim
sole jurisdiction of any candidate. A
candidate is at liberty to apply to any
Chapler within the jurisdiction of the
Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania. The
inquiry as to Masonic objection to a chap-
ter receiving the petition is one merely as
to his being under the tongue of good
Masonie report, and as to his character as
a man, and a Mason. That is the only
thing to be considered when the chapter
is acting upon the inquiry, and if a Ma-
sonic objection is voted, 1t casts a stain
upon the candidate’s character and places

him ‘¢ not under the tongue of good Ma-
gonie report.”’

MONTANA.

The four Commanderies of Knights
Templars previously holding warrants
from the Grand Encampment of the
United States met in Convention at
Helena, and organized ¢ The Grand
Commandery of Knights Templar and
Appendant Orders of Montana.” An-
drew J. Fisk is Grand Commander and
Cornelius Hodges Grand Recorder, both
of Helena. This makes the 37th Grand
Commandery in America including the
one in Canada. The new Grand Com-
mandery starts upon its mission with six
subordinate Commanderies, having a total
membership of 202,

Ropal Arvch Hasons.

GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA.

——

The thirty-ficst Annual Convocation of
the Grand Chapter of Canada, was held
in the Masonic Hall, Toronto Street, Tor-
onto, on July 20th, M. Ex. Comp. Thom-
ag Sargant, Acting Grand First Princi-
pal, presiding. The attendance was larger
than wsual. Comp. Sargant, in his ad-
dress said :—

““In looking over the reports of some
of the Grand Superintendents of districts,
I regret that they are not very flattering
to some Chapters on our register ; and,
whilst I agree with some of their remarks
as to the reasons why success does not at-
tend the efforts of Companions who have
toiled long and earnestly, yet I am satis-
fied that the apparent apathy and lethargy
which characterize a number of these
Chapters are from the fact that the ener-
gies of many have drifted into other
channels which offer a certain beneficiary
reward, and in consequence, the Royal
Craft has suffered and will suffer on that
account,

*“ In a Masonic experience of thirty
years I have found that the labour of
keeping Masonic bodies in a healthy state
has always devolved upon a certain few
of our craftsmen who have the good of
our Order at heart, and, whilst they have
not been encouraged and assisted by the
masses, yet they have done good, true

and perfect work in promulgating those-

lessons which are always inculcated upon
every initiate, but which I fear are too

...._ﬁ,
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readily forgotten by many. I honour
those who are here to-day, and it evinces
that there is still a desire to have this
branch of Masonry well and carefully
guarded and watched, and I trust that we
may long be spared to assist each other
in every laudable enterprise that will re-
dound tothe good of Royal Arch Mason-
ry.”

yComp. Sargant announced that dispen-
sations had been granted for the formation
of the following chapters :—Tuscan U.D,,
Brampton, 8th November, 1887 ; Ausira-
lian Kilwinning, Australia, 7th January,
1888 ; City of Melbourne, Australia, 7th
January, 1888.

He further announced that the follow-
ing representatives had been appointed :
—near the Grand Chapler of New Bruns-
wick, R. Ex. Comp. Henry Driffell ;
Grand Chapter of Maine, R. Ex. Comp. J.
A, Wills ; Grand Chapter of Indiansa, R.
Ex. Comp. Wm, Hawthorn. From New
Brunswick, R. Ex. Comp. H. A, Mackay,
of Berlin.

Referring to the finances of the year
Comp. Sargant said they were very en-
couraging. The investments, including a
balance of $1,486 in the Bank of Com-
merce, amounted to $11,266. The ad-
dress was brought to a close by Comp.
Sargant referring in a touching manner
to the death of Comp. James Seymour,
Past Grand Z.

The question of England’s action with
regard to Canade’s entering a territory
claimed by England was discussed briefly,
and on it being shown that England as-
sumed a superiority which she did not
possess, and also that Canada’s action
was quite consistent with her status asa
Sovereign body, the report endorsing the
issue of dispensations and authorizing
warrants for the chapters in Australia,
was adopted unanimously.

M. Ex. Comp. Fred. J. Menet, on be-
half of the committes appointed for that
purpose, presented to the Acting Grand
Z. the valuable testimonial which Grand
Chapter voted to M. Ex, Comp. Sargant
on his retirement from the chair a year
ago. With it was an address, beautifully
executed in book form. Comp. Sargant
acknowledged the honor and compliment
paid him,

R. Ex. Comp. Mitchell, Grand Trea-
surer, was presented with a set of regalia
and an illuminated address.

A motion to confer the rank of Honor-
ary Past Grand Z. upon Ex. Comp. Henry
Roberteon was adopted unanimously.

Comp. Robertson acknowledged the com-
pliment with characteristic remarks.

The election of officers was then pro-
ceeded with, The following is the result
of the balloting :—

M., Ex. Comp. R. B. Hungerford, Lon-
don, Grand Z.

R. Ex. Comp. J.J. Mason, Hamilton,
Grand H. :

R. Ex. Comp. J. E. Harding, St.
Mary’s, Grand J.

R. Ex, Comp. D. McLellan, Hamilton,
Grand S, E.

R. Ex. Comp. T. ¥. Blackwood, Tor-
onto, Grand S. N.

R. Ex. Comp. Ed. Mitchell, Hamilton,
Grand Treasuver.

R. Ex. Comp. Ben. Shortly, Peter-
boro’y Grand P. S.

R. Ex. Comp. S. H. Ray, Port Arthur,
Grand Registrar.

The following R. Ex. Comps. were
elected Superintendents of the districts
indicated :—T. C. McNabb, Chatham, St.
Clair ; A, N, Pettit, St. Thomas, Lon-
don ; M. Walsh, Ingersoll, Wilson ; John
Shupe, Galt, Wellington ; C. W, Mulli-
gan, Hamilton, Hamilton; Ichabod
Baker, Stratford, Huron ; T. L. M. Tip-
ton, Dunville, Niagara ; C. W, Postleth-
waite, Toronto, Toronio ; W. R. Howse,
Whitby, Ontario ; John Waring, Picton,
Prince Edward ; George Gale, Brockville,
Central ; W. G. Bell, Winnipeg, Mani-
toba ; Joseph Damer Drew, Melbourne,
Australia.

The following were elected members of
the executive committee :—R.Ex. Comps.
Hugh Murray, Hamilton ; John Creasor,
Q. C., Owen Sound ; J. B. Nixon, Toron-
to ; J. Ross Robertson, Toronto ; A. Pat-
terson, Toronto. The following were ap-
pointed :(—R. Ex. Comps. A. G. Smythe,
London ; Wm. Forbes, Grimsby ; J. Me-
L. Stevenson, Barrie: W, J. Reid,
Hamilton, J. P. Wilsor, Welland.

M. Ex-Comp. Hungerford, through R,
Ex-Comp. David McLellan, Grand Scribe,
notifies us of the following appointments
made by him for the ensuing Masonic
year :—Ex-Comp. Geo. . Rowe, Park-
dale, Grand 1st Asst. Soj.; Ex-Comp.,
Harry Sweetman, Hamilton, Grand 2nd
Asst. Soj.; Ex-Comp. Alex, McQueen,
London, Sword Bearer ; Ex-Comp. E. C.
Fields, Prescott, M. of Veils ; Ex-Comp.
G. A. K. McLeod, Exeter, Stand. Bearer ;
Ex-Comp. R. McCaw, Oshawa, Dir, of
Cer.; Ex-Comp. John Knox Leslie, To-
ronto, Organist; V, Ex-Comp. James
Sutherlana, Woodstock, Pursvivant ; V,
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Ex-Comps Wm. T. Walker, Winnipeg ;
Hirain Wellbanks, Picton ; Chas. G. Mc-
Duermott, St..Crtharines, and G. V. J.
Greenhill, Galt, Grand Stewards.

GRAND Z., HUNGERFORD

Companion Hungerford was born in
Clonakilty, county Cork, Ireland, forty-
two yearsago. He came to Canada in
1862, and ten years later, in St. John's
lodge No. 81, Mount Brydges, was ini-
tiated into Freemasonry. Removing to
London he affiliated with the Kilwinning
lodge in 1874, and in 1878 was chosen its
Worshipful Master. In 1879-80 he occu-
pied the respousible position of D.D.G. M.,
and has rendered good service on the
Finance Committee of the Board of Gen-
eral Purpuses for several years. Comp.
Hungerford was exalted in St. George’s
Chapter, London, in 1875, and five years
later became its First Principal. In 1884
he was Grand Superintendent of the Dis-
trict, Grand J. in 1885-6 ; Grand H. the
next term, and this year occupies the
highest giftat the disposal of the Royal
Craft. For twelve years he has been
Secretary of the London Masonic Board
of Relief, is a member of the Advisory
Roarg of the General Masonic Board of
Relief of the United States and Canada,
and is Secretary of the Masonjc Temple
Company of London. Comp. Hungerford
is aninsurance man of ability, poasesses
hosts of friends, and will make an excel-
lent ruler.

GRAND CHAPTER OF KANSAS.

Through the kindness of R. Ex. Comp.
John H. Brown, Kansas City, Grand
Secretary of the Grand Chapter of Kan-
sas, we have received a copy of the pro-
ceedings of the twenty-third annual Con-
vocation of that body, held on February
14th, 1888. From the Grand Treasurer’s
report we learn that the balance on hand
at the beginning of last yearwas §5,6035.22;
receipts for the year, $2,594.25, making a
total revenue of §3,197.47. The disburse-
ments were $1,787.05, leaving a balance
on hand of $£6,410.42. A motion was
adopted authorizing the payment to the
Grand Lecturer of 84 per day for actual
services rendered, and necessary travel-
ling expenses while so enzaged, hotel bills
to be paid by the Chapter visited, and
such per diem and travelling expenses not
to exceed £1,500. The following ficures
show the conuition of Royal ArchMasonry
in Kansas -—Number of Chaptersin 1387,
66; Chapters chartered during the year, 3;
number of Chapters, 1888, 69; nuraber
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exalted, 1887, 347; number admitted,
80 ; number demitted, 956 ; number reiu-
¢rated, 10 : number died, 30; number
susnended, 49; number expelled, 2; num-
ber on rolls, 1887, 3,377 ; number on
rolls, 1886, 3155 ; gain for 1887, 222. In
seventeen Chapters there were no exalta-
tions during the year, while two others
reported eighteen each, followed by two
with seventeen each, and three with fif-
teen each. In addition to the report of
the proceedings, the volume contains the
names and members of all subordinate
Chapters, names of foreign representa-
tives, addresses of Grand Secretaries in
America, a well prepared report on for-
eign correspondence, and the proceedings
of the Grand Council of the Order of
High Priesthood for Kansas. The pub-
lication is & most creditable one in every
respect, which includes printing and
binding.
GUELPH CHAPTER.

At the regular convocation of Guelph
Chapter, No. 40, G.R.C., Guelph, held in
the Chapter room, on the 13th July, the
following officers were installed and in-
vested by Ex-Comp. H. Lockwood, G.S,,
and R. Ex-Comp. H.K. Maitland,P.G.S,,
of Wellington District, assisted by V. Ex-
Comp. Hugh Walker and Ex-Comps. A,
Bruce and J. A. Nelles :—Ex-Comp. J.
A. Nelles, I.P.Z.; Ex-Comp. J. Parker.
Z.; Ex-Comp. R. Gemmell, H.; Ex-Comp,
R. Maloney, J.; Comp. W. Gibson, S.E.;
Comp. H. Nicholson, S.N.; Comp. W,
Marcroft, P.S.; Comp. J. Hough, S.S;
Cump. J. A. Angell, J.S.; Comp. W.Wai-
son, Treas.; Comp. J. Berry, M. 1st V.;
Comp. F.J. Chadwick, M. 2nd V.; Comp.
H. Macdonald, M. $rd V.; Comp. H.
Bolton, Janitor ; Ex-Comps. J. A. Nelles
and A. Bruce, Auditors.

NEW YOREK.

The State of New York has a popula-
tion of about 5,500,000 inhabitants. Iis
jurisdiction of R. A. Masonry is the larg-
est in the world. It consists of 188 Chap-
ters, representing a collective membership
of 15,342 R. A. Masons. The Chapter
numbers run as high as 279; consequently
91 Chapters have become extinct in the
lapse of time. The Grand Chapter was
orgunized on the 14th of March, 1798,
and is therefore a nonagenarian. A no-
ticeable fact is that the founder of the so-
called American Rite of Royal Arch Ma-
soury, Thomas Smith Webb, born Octo-
ber 13th, 1771, assisted in its constitution.
He was elected and held the office of the
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first Grand Treasurer, and in the following
year, 1799, that of Deputy Grand High
Priest.—Keystone.

Txppitc Fasonry.

Slatter has always taken a deep interest
in the Councii and Preceptory, having
presided over Adoniram Council and Odo
de St. Amand Preceptory in a most satis-
factory manuer. His Masonic future
promises well.

THE GEAND COUNCIL.

—

The eighteenth annual assembly of the
Grand Council of Royal and Select Mas-
ters of Cavada was held in Turonto on
Monday, July 16th, M. 1ll. Comp E. H.
Raynor, St. Thomas, presiding. Grand
Master Raynor, in his address, reviewed
the progress of the Cryptic Rite in his
jurisdiction, and offered several excellent
suggestions for its advancew:ent. The
fullowing ofticers were elected for the
year :—

M. I. Comp. P. J. Slatter, Toronto,
Grand Master.

R 1. Comp. David Taylor, Ottawa,
Deputy Grand Master.

R. I. Comp. J. A. Nelles, Guelph,
Grand P. C. W.

M. I. Comp. D. McLellan, Hamilton,
Grand Treasurer.

M. I. Comp. J. Ross Rubertson,
Toronte, Grand Recorder.

R. I. Comp. D. ¥. McWatt, Barrie,
Grand C. of G.

R. I. Comp. Geo. Gott, Amherstburg,
Grand Lecturer.

R. I. Comp. Rev. J. Anthony, Cale-
donia, Grand Chaplain,

The following R. Ill. Companions were
elected Inspectors-General :—

Londop division, C. V. DMonthrop ;
Hamiltca division, Alex. Bruce ; Georgian
division, W. R. Howse ; Quebec division,
L. H. Stearns; Ottawa division, W,
Reynolds ; Toronto division, J. Simpsoun,

GRAND MASTER SLATTER,

M. Ill. Comp. Phil. J. Slatter was horn
in Woodstock, Oxfordshire, Eng., July
18th, 1854, but came to this city while
yuung, \When fifteen years old he enter-
ed the employ of the Grand Trunk Rail-
way, and his attention to whatever work
was allotted him, combined with his rare
business abilities, led to promotion after
promotion, until he now holds a most
lucrative pnsition. He was initiated into
King Solomon Lodge, Taronto, March,
1876, and in 1884 was its W. M. He be-
came connected with King Solomor R, A,
Chapter in 1847, and was Z. the same year
that he was W, M., two arduous offices for
one brother to fill simultanevusly, but ne
discharged the duties faithfully. Bro.

Ropal Masonic Rite

—

THE SOVEREIGN SANCTUARY.

The Sovereign Sanctuary, 33°, 90°, 96°,
for the U. S.YA., Royal Masonic Rite, con-
vened in regular guadrennial session in
New Haven, (onn., on June 19th, all
portions of the United States being duly
represented, either in person or by proxy.
M. Ill. Graud DMaster General Darius
Wilson, M. D, 33°, 90°, 96°, presided,
and read an address, from which the fol-
lowing is extracted :—

“ During the past four years there has
been a steady and healthy growth of the
Rite, not only namerically but also in ex-
cellence of work and popularity. Power-
ful and good men with williuy hearts and
sufficient means have been rzised up for
the sood of the Rite in many parts of the
country, notably . Columbus, Ohio, and
New Haven, Conn., where beautiful
Egyptian Temples have been erected and
elegantly furnished exclusively for the use
of vur Rite. These self-sacrificing broth-
ers have, indeed, proven themselves de-
fenders of the truth. During this term
more than a score of subordinate bodies
and hundreds of iuflaential Masons have
been added to our beloved Rite in this
jurisdiction.

“*We have stubbornly refused to com-
municate any degrees of the Rite to any
Masun whomsoever, except for the pur-
pose of establishing regular Rose Cruix
Chapters iu accordance with our constitu-
tion, so that the enemies of our Rire, if
any, cannot lay at our door the charge of
‘peddling degrees for gain.’

“Your Grand Master has performed a
great amount of arduous labor for the
Rite, yet a still larger amount of work re-
mains to be performed by some one be-
fore the Rite in all of its complexities will
have reuched that degree of perfection
which your Grand, Master very much
desired it should have attained prior to
the present date.  Without hope of fee or
reward your Grand Master has givea to
the affairs of the Rite much of his to him
very valuable time. This has been, in-
deed, a labor of love. Having taken all
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the degrees of all the other Rites of
Masonry, and having had an opportunity
of compuring them with the beautiful
degrees of our Rite, your Grand Master
has arrived at the decision that all other
degrees, though good, yet as compared
with the degrees of the Royal Masonic
Rite, are only as chaff to the wheat, there-
fore he loves to labor in a vineyard where
such excellent fruit may be found.”

Touching reference was made to the
deaths of George Canning Loungley, 33°,
90°, 46°, and Dr. Robert Ramsay, 33°,
090°, 96°, both of whom were past grand
magters of Canada and  honorary
members of the Sovereign Sanctuary. The
announcement was made of the suspension
of Ezra M. Crawford, of Boston, for gross
unmasonic conduct.

Continuing, Grand Master Wilson said :
‘““We are pained to note that in some
State jurisdictions, both in the York and
Scottish Rites, quarrelling, wrangling,
and almost fighting has been of frequent
and nearly constant occurrence. It is
strange that a Lodge or so-called Grand
Lodge of Master Masons, whose members
have received only about half of the legi-
timate work of a Master Mason (the
balance having been stolen and placed in
the Royal Arch sysiem) should have the
temerity to decide as to what degrees
(which they have never taken) are or are
not Masonic. Still more strange that a
semi-Christian military organization (call-
ing themselves Knights Templar) should
sit in judgment on the question of regu-
larity or irregularity of Masvnic degrees.
‘While we notice this silly squabbling, de-
nunciation, expulsion, etc., with much sor-
row, yet we thank God that in our beloved
Rite peace and harmony prevails through-
out the length and breadth of the Jand.

‘¢ Realizing that sume might feel disap-
pointed were I to close my brief remarks
without saying a word regarding the anti-
quity of the craft, I will uccupy a single
moment with thoughts upon this vener-
able subject. All Masonic rituals, all

Masonic traditions, all Masunic degrees, -

as well as all Masonic symbuolism, sither
directly or indirectly puint back to ancient
Eygypt «s a source of all Masonic know-
ledge. We do not know that Masonry
originated in Egypt. We dv know, how-
ever, that we obtained it frum ancient
Egypt. We also have undisputed proof
that the ancient Egyptians were the
ear'iest people of which the present gener-
ation has any knnwledge. It may be, and
in fact we have some evidence to substan-

tiate the hypothesis, that Masonry, as
practised by the earliest Egyptians, was
then ‘The Ancient Mysteries,” that it had
been handed down, hoary-headed, from
millions of generations, which had passed
away long prior to the earliest date known
to our ancient brothers in Egypt.

“We have to-day in some of our Masonic
Lodges ‘doubting Thomases,” that is,
Masonic agnostics and unbelievers who
are always ‘eady to pooh, pooh, and ask
*How do you know ?’ and * I do not be-
lieve it,’ whenever the claim is put forth
that Masonry is anything but o modern
invention. We answer such by simply
saying that if Masonry is not ancient as
old Egypt is ancient, then the Masonic
ritual 18 a lie and all Masons are liars.
For ourselves we have abundant reason to
believe that the traditions, rituals, and
symbolisms of Masonry set forth God-like
truths, and that Masonry is what it pur-
ports to be, the most ancient of all human
institutions.”

The address was brought to a close by
the Grand Master thanking a number of
very illustrious brethren for rendering
him valuable assistance, among them be-
ing Daniel Rose, Grand Master of the
Sovereign Sanctuary of Canada.

After the transaction of some business
degrees were conferred on several promin-
ent brethren, when the election of officers
was proceeded with, among those elect-
ed being :—

M. 11l Grand Master, Dr. Darius Wilson,

V. Ill. Deputy-Grand Master, A. N.
Hill, lowa.

V. 1ll. Grand Secretary, Edwin Baker,
Rhode Island.

Most 1lustrious Bro. D. Wilson, M. B,
dechined to become a candidate for re-
election to the position of Grand Master,
and requested the members of the Sover-
eign Sanctuary to vote for another to iill
that position.  Very lllustrious Bro. Ed-
win Baker also declined to be a candidate
for re election to the oflice of Granad Secre-
tary ; but notwithstanding these declin-
ations, the election of the above-named
brothers came with such unanimity that
they felt it their Masonic duty to accept
these several positions, that harmoay
might prevail.

The 96°, Sovereiyn Sublime Masi,
was conferred upon M. IIl Bro. Henry L.
Hill, of Connecticut.

Sovereign Sanctuary was then closed,
bat in the evening the members were en-
tertained right royally by Oriental Rose
Croix Chapter.
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Weminiscences.

Many amusing incidents have freiquentlyoceur-
red in and around our lodges,which would be in-
teresting but perhaps not so puinted,if placed in
print. All bretheen are invited to send contribu-
tions to this department, which itis believed
can be made very entertaining.

T crossed bows, so to speak, the other
day with an ancient mariner whom I had
frequently met in lodge. After a chat
about freights and the pussibilities of the
season’s trade, I said :—

““How is it I haven’t seen you in lodge
for seversl yeara 1’

I got kind of tired of Masonry after a
little thing that happened to me ov» ay
in Oswego,” he replied.

¢“If not of too private a nature,” said I,
“*perhaps you’ll explain.”

“I don’t mind if I do reel off the yarn
to you,” said the mariner. ‘‘You see I
never believed in using the syuare and
compass on the stern of my vessel, as
some fellows do, as I thought it was a-kind
of showing off what you were. Wasn’t [
right ¥

*“Yes, and I'm glad to hear you express
such an opinion,” was my reply.

‘“‘Now don’t run afore the wind too
fast, or you’ll have to take in a reef,
Well, one day outside of Uswego 1 was
waiting for a tug and so were several
other captains. I was the first to signal
for a tug, and soon one came out, putling
like s locomotive., Instead of coming
straight for me, however, it took a sort of
circle, and before I knew what had hap-
pened I saw a line passed from one of the
vessels to the tug, and then that vessel
went kiting in. I was mad, hut between
my profanity and kicking things around
generally, I saw a square and compass on
the stern of the favored vessel. 1 got
into the dock later in the day and deter-
mined that ever after I would let the
world know I was a Mason. Before go-
ing up town I went into the cabin and
hunted up & Masonic pin, which I fasten-
ed in my shirt front. I struited up the
dock as proud as if 1 was an admiral, but
had not gone far when a gentlemanly-
looking fellow tapped me on the shoulder,
shook me by the hand, and said he was
glad to meet & brother. I did’nt catch on
to the grip, but entered into conversation
with him, and told him my day’s exper-
ience. He sympsathized with me, and
suguested I should get a square and cum-
pags carved out of wood and gilf, and
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attach it to the stern of my wvessel. I
caught on at once, and he agreed to have
an extra good article on hand by noon
next day. He was prompt, and the em-
blem was immense, but the price was im-
menser—&256. I paid himj and in an
hour sailed for Port Hope. "On the cross
trip we had a heavy sea chasing us, and
would you believe, when we reached Port
Hope all that remaned of the gilt emblem
were three six-inch screws and a few
pieces of plaster.  The dashed thing was
a plaster cast, and I was swindled. Now
you know why I'm soured.”

1 had to laug® at the incident, which
made the mariner so wrathy that he took
a tack across the street with all canvass
spread, and we never speak as we pass
by.

In looking over some exchanges the
other day I noticed that a monument had
been dedicated at Brooklyn, Conn., to
Bro. Gen. Israel Putnam, a revolutionary
soldier, who learned the science of war by
fighting Indians and French.

That paragraph brought to my mind
something that happened when he way
leading a corps of skirmishers against In-
dians and Frenchmen, when it was his
fate to be captured by the Indians.

So gallant a warrior was worthy of nc
ordinary death. After being insulted and
tortured in their villages he was led to
the stake. The fagots were piled around
him. The flames leaped and played over
his wasted fu..a. He had taken his last
look of earth and was consigning his sonl
to God, when he beheld a French officer
approaching. As a last resort he hailed
him in a way that speaks with more than
trumpet tones to the heart of a genuine
brother. Quick as lightning the cords
were severed, the burning fagots were
dispersed, and the officer rescued Putnam
at the imminent danger of his own life.
Putnam always said that he owed his life
to Masonry, as he felt confident that the
Frenchman would never have incurred
the risk of displeasing the Indians so
much to save any but a brother.

While enjoying a smnoke in the ante-
room of the Toronto street hall not long
ago I entered into conversation with a
brother connected with the police force.
During our talk he said :—

“A funny thing happened one night
several years ago on King street, near
here. I was doing my beat when a well-
dressed man, very full, saved himself from
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falling by planting his head on my
stomach. For a moment I was winded,
and then, taking a firm grasp of the fel-
low, got him pretty well straightened out.
He looked at me in a sort of dazed way,
and then mumbled: I know yer;
you're a brother ; met yer in the Lodge.
Ha! ha!”

The recollection of the incident caused
the brother to indulze in a good laugh,
which I interrupted by asking :—

*And what did you do with hiin?”

“Why, 1 lodged him I knew he
was’nt a Mason, or he would’'nt be in that
condition, and 1 was right, as I had a talk
with him when he sobered up a bit.”

If hie had been what would have hap-
pened !” 1 asked.

‘*The same as did happen—dollar'n
costs or thirty.”

Tar Tradr,

WHAT IS FREEMASONRY?

Masonry is a beautiful and symmetrical
edifice. How do we live in 1it? Do we
adorn it by a virtuous life? Think.

Masonry is a beautiful system of morals.
Do we obey its teachings? Think.

Masonry commands a brotherly love.
Do we exercise it ?  Think.

Do we in reality practice all the lessons,
so ennobling, so elevating, that the Lodge
inculcates ?  Think.

Oh, for a thinking Fraternity, that will
take time to understand the many truths
that lie buried beneath the beautiful
allegories of the degrees !—{Jacques in N.
Y. Dispatch.

A NOBLE JURISDICTION.

The following item, taken from the
Illinois  Freomoason, would seem to in-
dicate that « Masonic millennium is near
at hand in the neighboring state on the
west ; at least, it makes a fine showing in
that direction :—

In his third quarterly circular to the
Lodges, Grand Secretary Munn reports a
gratifying conditivn of the Craft. He
says :—*‘That up to the present time
nothing kas been reported to this oftice
that will require the attention of the
Committee on Appeals and Grievances,
and it would be very gratifying to all
lovers of Masonic brotherly kindness and
goodwill to all men, if, at our annual
communication in October next, no
brother or Lodge presents a case for the

consideration of that committee.  If our
great brotherhood—over 40,000 strong in
1llinois—shall pass a round year so com-
pletely in accord with the true spirit of
Craft Masonry that no one shall have
cause to present a grievance to the Grand
Lodge for adjustment we may well hope
for the coming of that happy day when
brethren shall dwell together in unity.”

OUR EXCHANGES.

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of
the following Masonic exchanges :—

Bulletin, Magonnique, Paris, France.

Chain &' Univn, Pans, France.

Freemason, Detroit.

Lreewnuson, 1he, Lindon, England.

Freemason, The, Sydney, Australia.

Freemason’s Chrouicle, London, England.

Keystone, Philadelphia.

Liberal Freemason, Boston, Mass,

Masonic Home Jouraal, Louisville.

Masonic Review, Cincinnati.

Masonic World, Boston, Mass,

Masonic Adrocate, Indianapolis, Ind,

Masonic Token, Portland, Me.

Masonic Jourral, Dunedin. New Zea-
land.

Urient, Le, Budapest, Hungary.

Philadelphia Sentinel, Philadelphia, U.S.

South African Freemason, - Catheart,
Cape Colony.

Saturday Evening Spectator, Minneapo-
lis, U.5.

T'restle Board, San Francisco, Califor-
nia.

Tyler, The, Detroit, U.S.

Voice of Masonry, Philadelphia, U.S.

Victorian Freemason, Melbourne, Aus-
tralia.

PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS.

Parvin, of Iowa, is nothing if not vigor-
cus. He expresses his opinion as follows :
“In all our Masonic life we have been
taught, and have taught others, that a
man should first be made a Mason in his
heart, then in his head and last of all in
uis heels. But this teaching of our
Masonic fathers has of late years been re-
versed, and the only qualification now
necessary is that he have the lawful num-
ber of toes upon his feet and fingers upon
his hands ; no matter though his heart be
as rotten as Denmark of old, or the head
so empty that an original thought never
strayed across its sandy desert.”
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Hiscellaneous,

-ALOON-KEEPING AND GAM-
ING.

Late in the year two questions were
submitted to the Grand Lodge of Missis-
sippi, which were referred to the Commit-
tee on Law and Jurisprudence. The
questions were ;—

‘* Is saloon-keeping, or selling intoxi-
cating liquors us a beverage, a Mausonic
offence 17

¢ Is such gaming as is permitted by
our civil law, unmasonic 7"

The cummittee’s answer to the first
questivn was an extended one, and began
by referring to former decisions, in 1870
and 1886, which were answered in the
negative. This part of their report reads
thus 1~

‘“ The importance of the question in-
duced us to re-examine the grounds of
these decisions, and our iunvestigation
thereof has led us to the conclusion that

they are wholly unsustained by either:

the laws or the principles of Masonry.

‘“The reason given by the Law Com-
mittee for the decision of 1370 is, that
retailing ¢ is sanctioued by the civillaws
of the Jand,” therefore is Masonic. A
more bald non-sequitur was never drawn
from a premise. The logic of that deci-
sion would compel Masonry to permit
whatever the laws of the state permit.
If that be so, it is not unmasonic to speak
evil of the goud name of a brother, to
be a universal street-gossip and false to
trath, to disregard marital vowsand deny
even the existence of God himself, for
these things are permitted by the law of
the State,

*“The vice of the decision is the fail-
ure to distinguish between what the
State commands and what it permits.

*“ When the State commands, a Mason
must obey as a good citizen, but to use
every license of the State law is to des-
troy forever ¢ the body of Masonry.’

. **The further vice of the decision is
its falure to distiuguish between the
domain of State craft and that of Mason-
ry. The former is one of public policy
merely, and aims generally so far as it
Telates to crime, to preventinjuries to the
public, and incidentally to protect indi-
viduals from each other, Masonry goes
further and enters the domain of morals,
and aims to protect a man agsinst him-
salf, and charges him with positive duties

to his neighbor, and to walk uprightly be-
fore God.”

Having disposed of this branch of the
quesivion the committes then proceeded
tu view the subject from a moral aspect,
their deliverance reading as follows :(—

¢ First of all a Mason must believe in
God ere he seces the inside of a Lodge.
The ¢ Bible is to be the rule and guide
of his faith.” We must wearan emblem
of innucence. He is at once taught that
¢ Freemasvonry is an institution founded
upun the purest principles of morality
and virtue.” Also, that itis ¢ not only
the most ancient but the most moral
science known to man.’ Mackey speaks
of the fifteen articles in the installation
ceremony of a Master of a Lodge asthe
¢ Masvnic confession of faith,” The very
first article is : ¢ Do you promise to be a
goud man and true, and strictly to obey
the moral law ?’ To this he must assent,
with the other fourteen, and at the end
it is said : ¢ These are the regulations of
Free and Accepted Masons.” But the
same great aurhor, in his standard work,
under the head, Moral Qualifications,
says : ¢ All the old Constitutions, from
those of York, in 926, to the charges ap-
proved in 1722, refer in pointed terms
to the moral qualifications which should
distinguish a Mason.” The charges of
1822 commence with the emphatic de-
claration that ¢ a Mason is obliged by his
tenure to obey the moral law.” Moral
Jaw, as used by him, and as used in this
report, is not limited to the decalogue,
but only by that broader sense which is
expressed by the Golden Rule, or the
rule of good and evil, right and wrong,
revealed by the Creator and inscribed on
man’s conscience. But if there were a
doubt, sec. 56 R. R. settles it. It de-
fines © Masunic offences,” uf which Ludges
are to take cognizance, to be © all offences
against Masonry, good morals and society.
We assume, then, that it is established,
aside from those decisions of 1870 and
1886, that an offence againstmorals isan
offence against Masonry.

‘ The only remaining proposition is :
That saloon-keeping is an offence against
good morals, This we assert. But this
may be regarded as a question of fact, to
some extent,and therefore as needing sume
proof—some showing at least, as to what
asalvonis, We assume that burden, and
will proceed to the proof.

The proof furnished is quotations from
eminent brethren, statesmen, jurists,
clergymen, etc., showing the immorality
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of the liquor traffic. The report of the
committee on this subjeci closed as fol-
lows :—

“ What we have shown gives the drift
of Masonic thought and furnishes us with
ample precedent. This report is long.
The former decisions of the Grand Lodge
on this subject needed to be met fully
and seerned to require this report. We
have no comment of our own to uffer fur-
ther than to say we concur with the mani-
fest judgment of this day and civilization
that saloon-keeping is unmasonic—*‘an
offence against Masonry.’ "

The committee’s decision on the second
question was as follows :—

¢ If our conclusions, as expressed in
our report on saloon-keeping, are correct
—that permission of State law is no
moral license, to & Mason—then this
question isanswered. So we say :

“ Yes. All gaming, betting or gamb-
ling, by whatever name called, and
whether permitted by State law or not,
is unmasonic. A Mason that does not
work shan’t eat. He must not eat any
man’s bread for naught. He who wins
at chance gets something for nothing
which Masoury forbids.”

On motion, when Grand Lodge was in
session, these reports were adopted, as
was also the following additional section
to the constitution :—

Surbordinate lodges may not hereafter
initiate or admit to membership saloon-
keepers. Butany member of a surbordi-
nate lodge heretofore licensed to keep a
saloon, may be permitted to continue till
the expiration of his present license.”

This clanse was made prohibitory, and
not permissive, as it reads, by a ruling of
Grand Master Evans :—

¢ It having come to my knowledge that
some of the brethren are in doubt as to
the exact meaning of the law recently
adopted by the Grand Lodge, which
reads as follows : ¢ Subordinate lodges
may not hereafter initiate or admit to
membership saloon-keepers, but any mem-
ber of a surbordinate lodge herstofore
licensed to keep a saloon may be permit-
ted to continue till the expiration of his
present license ;’ and, conceiving it to
be my duty to settle the matter by offi-
cial decision, I have carefully examined
the law in question, both in letter and
spirit, and have no hesitation in deciding
that the words ¢ may not hereafter initiate
or admit,’ etc., mean shall not hereafter
initiate, etc.”

THE CANADIAN CRAFTSMAN,

THE GOOD OLD TIMES.

Fun in the Lodge, in the year 1762,
gave considerable trouble, and some sport
to the Grand Lodge of the ‘‘Aucients.”
On December 22nd, 1762, Bro. Davidson,
of Lodge No. 21, complained against Bro.
Richard Gough, Pursuivant of the Grand
Lodge, charging him with taking a hat
and some drinking glasses out of Lodge
No. 21 in a felonious manner. TUpon ex-
amination it appeared that some brother,
in a jocular manner, had put the glasses
intv Brother Gough’s pucket without his
knowledge, and that someone, having
taken his hat, he also took another hat in-
stead of his own. The officers of a num-
bei of Lodges having given Bro. Gough
an excellent character. 1t was unanimous-
ly agreed ‘‘that Bro. Gough was innocent
of the charge, and that the hat now in.the
possession of Bro. Davidson shall be im-
mediately delivered to wro. Gough, which
hat Bro. Gough shall keep until his own
shall be returned to him.” It required a
Grand Lodge of Emergency to settle this

- weighty practical joke.—Keystone,

SUBLIME DEGREE OF A MAS-
TER MASON.

Replying to a query, why the third de-
gree is commonly alluded to as the
‘“Sublime Degree of a Master Mason,”
the Freemason’s Repository, Providence,
R. L, says —Dr. Mackey states that
the descriptive word Sublime is well ap-
plied to the degree of Master Mason, as
referring to the exalted lessons that it
teaches of God and of a future life. He
admits, however, that the term is of mod-
ern uce. It is not found in any of the
rituals of the last century. Hutchinson,
Smith, and Preston do not use it. Hut-
chiuson speaks of ‘‘the most sacred and

solemn order,” and of the ¢ exalted” but

not ¢‘sublime degree.” Since the intro-
duction of the Royal Arch degree, the
word Sublime has been used, and the
word Exalted appropriated to the Arch.
In the Constitutions, Dublin, 1769, the
Master's degree is called ¢‘ most respec-
table,” and the term **high and honor-
able ” also applied toit. Inan eighteenth
century ritual now before us, the word
¢ Perfec’” is used as describing the Mas-
ter's Degree. Undoubtedly the term
Sublime was not applied to this degree
until a comparatively recent date ; iv has
since been adopted in the lectures and
work both in this country and in England,
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and its use is now too firmly established
to allow of change, even if it were thought
that another word should be employed.
The development of Masonic meaning at-
taching to the word Sublime may be
traced through some of the degrees of the
Scottish Rite. There we have the ex-
pressive, high sounding title of ¢ Grand,
Elect, Perfect and Sublime Masons.”

e

RITUALISM.

Prior to 1717 the only ritual known to
Masons was obligation, with a word of re-
cognition. In 1729 a catechism, as a test
of membership, was in vogue, of so un-
meaning a character that sensible men en-
deavored successfully to change it to some-
thing more reasonable. Hence to the
time of Preston, continual changes were
made, when he revised and added to it
such matters as would commend it to men
of culture and education, About the
middle of the last century Dermott for-
mulated a ritual differing from that of
Preston, which was adopted by the so-
called ‘¢ Ancient Lodges.” At the union
of the two English Masonic factions, early
in the present century, a ritual was for-
mulated, which is essentially the same as
that practised by the Grand Lodge of
England at the present time. Some of
the first lodges established in this country
were authorized by the Ancient or Der-
mott branch of the Order, notably Penn-
sylvania, which still holds to the old
ritual, and call themselves ¢ Ancient
York Masons.” The ritual in use in Eng-
land at the present time is greatly differ-
ent from that in use elsewhere. That
generally adopted for the use of the vari-
ous Grand Lodges of the United States
was formulated by Webb and is used in
no other country. The only landmark of
Masonry in any way connected with the
ritual is the naked and unadorned Hira-
mic legend.—The Light.

MASONIC TERMS DEFINED,

The correct names of the meetings of
the various bodies are as follows : For
Lodge, Communication ; for Chapter, Con-
vocation ; for Council, Assembly ; for
Commandery, Conclave.

The characters used to represent the
budiesare : For 2 Lodge an oblong square ;
for a Chapter a triangle ; for a Council a
circle ; for a Commandery a passion cross,

Masons of the York rite date from the
creation of the world, calling it ‘‘}Anno

Lucius,” which they abbreviate A. L.,
signifying *¢ in the Year of Light.” Thus
with them the present yearis A. L. 5808,
Masons of the York rite begin the year on
the 1st of January.

Royal Arch Masons commence their era
in the year which Zerubbabel began to
build the second temple, which was 530
years before Christ. Their style for the
yeoar 1888 is, therefore, A, INV.—that is,
Anno Inventionis, or the Yesr of Die-
covery, 2418,

Royal and Select Masters date from the
year in which Solomon’s temple was com-
pleted, and their style is Despositionis,
or in the Year of Deposit, and they date
the present year at 2888,

Knights Templar use the era of the or-
ganization of their Order in 1118, Thoir
style for the present year is A, O.—Anno
Ordinis, or, in the Year of the Order.

The following are the rules for discover-
ing the different dates :

To find the Ancient Craft : Add 4000
to the Vulgar Era. Thus 1881 and 4000
are 5888,

To find the date of Royal Arch Ma-
sonry : Add 530 to the Vulgar Era. Thus
530 and 1388 are 2418.

To find the Royal and Select Master’s
date : Add 1000 to the Vulgar Era, Thus
1000 and 1888 are 2888,

To find the Knights Templar date :
Substract 1118 from the Vulgar Era.
Thus 1118 from 1888 is 770.

The following table shows in one view
the date of the present year in all the
branches of the Order :

Year of the Lord A, D. 1888—Vulgar
Era.

Year of the Light A. L. 5888—Ancient
Craft Masonry.

Year of the Discovery A. L. 2418—
Royal Arch Masonry. .8

Year of Depusit A. DEP. 2388.—Royal
and Select Masters.

Yeoar of the Order A. O. 770—Kuights
Tewmplar.—Light.

The term Freemason was found in
print in the year 1636.

The Mysteries of the Craft should be
intimately known to every Master and
every Warden of a Lodge. To accomplish
this he must take some trouble. He
must think over the work, read the best
Masonic books, and carefully read his
Masonic newspaper through. The leaders
of the Masonic Fraternity are always ex-
pected to be bright Masons,
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OTTAWA NOTES.

The Ottawa district recognized the'ser-
vices of R.W. Bro. Taylor, as D.D.G. M.,
by re-electing him. His opponent was
W. Bro. Baird, of Renfrew. It will be
the turn of an outsider next year, the
usual custom being two years for the city
and one for the country.

Ottawa lost two faithful Craftsmen last
month in Bro. Peter Christie, up to the
time of hisdeath the only curviving char-
ter member of Dalhousie Lodge, No. 52,
and W, Bro. E. P. Remon, Past Master
of Civil Service Lodge, No, 148.

Builders’ Lodge, No. 177, made nearly
$150 by their excursivn tu Toronto and
Niagara Falls on the occasion of the meet-
ing of Grand Lodge. .

The capital did not secure mach in the
way of Grand Lodge honors at the recent
meeting in Toronto. Elowever, it is some
satisfaction to the local brethren to fipnd
an old Ottawa buy, R. W. Bro. J. A,
Wills, securing the pusition of G.S. W,

Eastern Ontario will never secure the
election of a member on the Buard of
General Purpuses with more than one
candidate in the field. The mistake was
again made this year of running two can-
didates, with the result that both got lefs.
However, R. W. Bro. Jno. Walsh was
“righted ” by his subsequent appoint-
ment to the Board by G. M. Walkem. 1t
was a svurce of regret to many that R.
W. Bro. Rea did not allow his name to
remain vn the ballut paper. Being an old
Torento buy, and a diligent attendant ab
Grand Lodge fur many years, it was
thought his chances of election would
have been very good.

PROCEEDINGS WANTED.

W. Bro. David R. McCord, 162 St.
Jaumes Street, Montreal, wants the fol-
lowing proceedings to compl :te hissets :—

Priory. —Previous to 1872,

Grand Chopter, Cunudu.—Any preli-
minary proceedings, and lst, 2nd, 4th,
bth, beiuy, I think, 1838, 39, 61, 62 ;
and 1865, 70, '77, 'S2.

Grand Lodge, Cunada.—Any prelimi-
minary proceedings ; those previous to
1860 (5th Communication); thuse of 1565 ;
and any appendices other than those of
1876, °77, '78.

A4.4.R.—Any preliminary proceedings;
those up to 1874, and for 1885.

DIDN’'T KNOW HIRAM.

A doctor who moved from Canada tc a
town in Michigan where Masonry was
very popular said to some of the members
that he was a Mason. but never visited
the Lodges. They expressed doubts as to
his being a Mason.

One day ar Irishman who was not a
member of the Prohibition party met this
doctor in a hotel where they were taking
a social drink. Says he, ** Doctor, they
tell me you came frum the same town I
did in Canada; how long did you live
there ¢”

¢ All my life.”

“ Was well acquainted, I suppose 7"

“Yes ; knew everybody.”

¢ Did you know one Hiram Abiff?”

“Hiram Abiff! Hiram ADiff. I knew
Iots of Abiffs, but I have no recollection
of ever meeting Hiram,” .

The ceremonies in the symbolic degrees
are always witnessed with interest if they
are conducted with the ability and deco-
rum which isin harmony with the dignity
of our ancient and honorable fraternity,
Nothing so mars our ceremonial as buf-
foonery and illiteracy, they are born of
ignorance and are inseparable in their in-
spiration The best officers we have seen
are those who are intelligent and act
themselves, and never try to ape another.
Nothing so distresses a sensitive member
who knows what ¢ good work ™ is, as to
hear an officer roar and rant, and display
his illiteracy, a thing that should never
occur in a Masonic body. A pompous,
ignorant man 1is a very poor piece of ma-
terial out of which to make an officer,
Our brethren should respect intelligent
novitiates, if they fail to do so to well-
vead members. —Masvnic Jowrnal.

The altar is an indispensable portion
of the furniture of a Magonic Lodge. OUn
it lies, ever open in the Lodge, the
volumeof the Sacred Law, and the
sjquare and compasses. As a general
rule it should be about three feet high
and of similar proportions as tu length
and breadth. But the situation varies a
little in the different rites. But usually
it is in the East, in front of the Master’s
chair. It is a mistake to call the altar
the pedestal, which is purely the Master’s
'esk, and such a confounding of two dis-
-met things is a remnant of the slovenly
working of the early part of this century.
—Kenning.



