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L NP T FILIPINGS

Senate Declares That Islands Shall
Not Become United states
Territory.

But Given Self Government and in
Due Time Disposed Of by
Purchasers.

Humane Policy Towards the Rebels
Who May Surrender Without
Further Chastisement.

1 e—————— -,

Dy Assoelated Press:---

Washington, Feb, 14.—The resolution
of Senator MecEnery, Democrat from
Louisiana, declaring the policy of the
United States government in the Philip-
pines, was adopted this afternoon by a
vote of 26 to 22. Several Democrats
present in the chamber declined to vote.
The resolution is as follows: “ That by
the ratification of the treaty of peace
with Spain, it is not intended to incor-
porate the inhabitants of the Philippine
islands into citizenship of the United
States, nor is it intended permanently to
annex the islands as integral parts of the
territory of the United States, but it is
the intention of the United States to es-
tablish on said islands a government
suitable to the wants and conditions of
the said islands, to prepare them for local
self-government, and in due time make
such disposition of said islands as wis
promote the interests of the ecitizens of
the United States and the inhabitants of
said islands.”

The confirmation of the press repoits
detailing the capture of Iloilo was re-
ceived at the war department to-day with
considerable satisfaction. While no ap-
prehension had been felt as to General
Miller's ability to capture the capital of
the Viscayan federation, or for that mat-
ter anything else that was wanted in the
archipelago, the reports of the strong en-
trenchments the natives had been eon-
structing around the town led the de-|
partment to fear that the landing would
be a bloodier affair than the battles of
Manila. It was with great satisfaction,
that Admiral Dewey’s de-
spatch was received saying -that the

NANAIMO AFFAIRS.

Miners Meet with Acciden té—Tug Pilot
Aground for Few Hours.

Nanaimo, Feb. 14.—(Special) — John
Dixon, cricket player and miner, had
his collar bone broken in the Proteetion
Island shaft late last night.

‘Wm. Garland, another miner, was this
morning badly squeezed between cars in
the same mine.

The tug Pilot ran aground on the mud
banks last night owing to a buoy being
out of place. She got off at the change of
tide without any damage.

NEW LINE TOO VENTURESOME.

Winter Navigation of Lower St. Law-
rence Comes to Sudden Stop.

Lawrence, is reported jammed in the
ice ten miles offi Etang du Nord, one of
the Magdalen islands. She may have to
stay there all winter. The steamer left
Paspebiac ten days ago.

NICARAGUA CANAL.

Strenuous Efforts to Have Congress
Provide for It at This Session,
Washington, Feb. 14—The Nicaragua
canal bill was offered in the house this
afternoon as an amendment to the sun-
dry civil appropriation bill by Mr. Hep-
burn of Iowa. The chairman of the
committee reported it and the leaders on
the respective sides are engaged in a
struggle which involves the fate of the

measure at this session of congress.
After Mr. Cannon, chairman of the
committee on appropriations, served no-
tice last week that there was no time for
the consideration of the canal bill at
this session, the supporters of the mea-
sure determined to force it on to the
sundry civil as a rider, if possible. As
soon as it was offered this afternoon Mr.
Cannon made several points of order
‘against the amendment. This opened up
a long parliamentary debate upon the
points of order, which lasted two hours
and was not concluded. It promises to
consume several hours to-morrow. It
seems to be a foregone conelusion that
the chairman of the committee of  the
whole will sustain the points of order so
that the real test will come up on the
question of overruling the chair. Should
the ‘chair be overruled there is no doubt
that the amendment will command a
majority of votes.
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other source of Zva*#ivition to the. ad-
ministration. This forestalls eriticism or
danger of interference from any foreign
power, which has all along been a com-
plication that has had to be congidered as
a possibility, but which it was intended
to avoid at all costs.

What the future will be it is scarcely
safe to say. 'The President has been all
along earnestly in favor of the most
humane policy, and it is not intended to
follow the severe check to the Filipinos
with a war of subjugation if the insur-
zents will allow the government to avoid
it.  They have had a stern lesson at
Manila and at Iloilo, and if they are con-
tent to profit by it and come peaceably
into camp, they may do so without fear
of  further chastisement. - Still it is
recognized that Admiral Dewey and Gen-
eral Otis have a much better grasp of
the local situation than is possible here,
and the administration do not propose
to tie their hands with unnecessary
instructions.

S
WEST HURON CONTEST.

are being satisfactorily guardeq 'is .ﬁﬂ‘l

Nominations for Vacancy in the Com-
mons Duly Made.

Goderich, Ont., Feb. 14—(Special)—The
nomination of candidates for the vacancy
in the Dominion house for West Huron
was held to-day. Robert Holme, editor,
of Clinton, was nominated in the Re-
form interest, and Robert McLean, of
Goderich, butcher, for the Conservatives.

R R o R
PANAMA CANAL IN LUCK.

London, Feb. 13.—The Paris correspond-
ent of the Post says: ‘‘In financial circles
hetween the Panama company and the
Washington government, whereby the lat-
ter is to complete the canal, are in a fair
way of being successfully concluded. It is
said that the Panama company would re-
ceive a large percentage of the canal re-
ceipts, and that the Niagara route would be
abandoned.

—0
ANDREE'S FATE.

Confirmation of Story of Finding the
Car and Three Bodies.

Stockholm, Feb. 14.— Representatives
of the Swedish minister at St. Peters-
burg are in receipt of a despatch from
Eastern Siberia confirming the informa-
tion given regarding what is apparently
the car of Andree’s balloon and the bod-
ies of Andree and his two companions.
The government has sent a mining in-
spector to investigate. 3

HUGH RYAN DEAD.

One of Best Known Contractors in Can-
ada—Sir Frank Smith Very IlL

Toronto, Feb.. 14.—(Special)—Hugh
Ryan, the contractor, is den{i. ;

Sir Frank Smith is very ill owing to
the death of his daughter, Mrs. Harrison,
to-night.

P B SRRSO R DA e
SETTLERS FOR THE WEST.
Ontario Residents Preparing
moval to the Territories.

for Re-

Toronto, Feb. 15.—(Special)—The Can-
adian Pacific railway will run the first
of spring settlers’ excursions to the
Northwest on Tuesday, March Tth, and
every Tuesday thereafter during March
and April. The excursions will likely be
very heavy, inquiries being daily received
from all parts of Ontario from parties
anxious to settle in the Northwest.

Do not suffer from sick headache a mo-
ment longer. It is not necessary. Carter’s
Little Liver Pills will cure you.  Dose, one

VANCOUVER'S BUDGET.

.Ti;ar.fs From Provineial Govern-

ment for White Past 1 sfiway
~ “Asked by Depuatatin.

No Sawmill Permitted Near the
Park -Teaming to Atlin
Profitable.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Vancouver, Feb. 14.—A delegation of
business men, including A. H. B. Mac-
gowan, local agent of the White Pass
rajilway; Frank Burnett, shipping agent;
William Braid, S. Oppenheimer, and
several others propose to interview the

provincial government, with the object of
having a bonus granted to the White
Pass & Yukon Railway Company, should
the line be extended from Log Cabin
to Atlin City. Several members of the
deputation who are identified with the
wholesale grocery trade of the province,
will while in Victoria interview the
trade there with the object of forming a
wholesale grocers’ organization.

A letter was received to-day by a blue-
jacket an leave of absence from the
Leander ordering him to report at once
as the warship has orders to leave for
Southern waters. "

The winding up of the B.C. Iron Works
Co. was further postponed by Mr., Jus-
tice Irving to-day.

The report published in the Colonist
recently that Mr. Ludgate of Peterboro
was in Uttawa attempting to secure
Deadman’s island for a saw mill site has
engaged the attention of the city coun-
cil and the outcome is the publication
of a letter written by the department at
Ottawa to Messrs. Davis, Marshall &
Macneill stating that there is no such
island as “Deadman’s” island in Van-
couver harbor, that probably the island
adjoining Stanley park was meant. This
was the property of the Dominion and
could not be disposed of to a private
party. A copy of this letter was enclosed
by the assistant secretary of the depart-
ment to the city council. The council
will now memoralize the Dominion gov-
ernment to hand over the island to the
city. It formed part of the naval reserve
transferred to the Dominion by the
Imperial government.

The City of Seattle took on here 60
tons of freight, 35 passengers and sev-
eral head of cattle en route for Atlin.

The by-law to raise $100,000 for the
improvement of the waterworks system
passed its third reading last night.

The funeral of Wm. Collister, a prom-
inent member of the Sons of England So-
ciety, took place yesterday.

A letter has beem received from Mr,
Frank Breeze, eldest son of Mr. J. D.
Breeze, provincial manager of the Con-
federation Life, dated at Log Cabin. The
writer says that he made the mistake of
his life in not taking dogs with him and
sleds with brass runners, instead of
steel, as the steal runners stick to the
snow. His party reached Skagway on
a Thursday, and footing it arrived at
Log Cabin Saturday. They have 80
miles to travel yet over a severe hard
trail to. Atlin. The thermometer at the
time of writing was 20 below zero. Mr.
Breeze stated that he was offered a dog
team of six, with harness, by a disap-
pointed miner at Skagway for $125 and
he had been “kicking” himself ever since
for not buying the outfit, for he could
have made $250 a month easily carrying
freight between Jwg Cabin and Atlin
with those dogs. The freight rates be-
tween these points is still 20 cents a
pound.

s
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Canadian Commissioners at Last
Realize That They Cannet
Obtain Concessions.

Complete Failure of Negotiation
o be Asnopy ho . .

£

American Senate Blamed-Sealing
Expert Foster Withdraws
from Commission

By Associated Press.

London, Feb. 14.—The Waghington
correspondent of the Daily Chronicle ex-
presses the belief that to-day’s session of
the Anglo-American high . commission
will be the last, and that the negotia-
tions will result in complete failure,
American commissioners “ refusing” fhe

Commenting editorially upon the
spatch the Daily Chronicle says: “Al-
though foreseen, this black news will
cause deep disappointment to all con-
cerned, including, we feel sure, President
McKinley and all serious and responsible
American statesmen.

‘It is needless to whitewash the facts.
The real obstacle is undoubtedly the
American senate. We cannot believe
Canada has been obstinate, and Eng-
land’s sympathy with her will be warm
and vigorous. The matter is specially

concessions asked by the Canadians.”‘“\
de-

That Treaty.

to be regretted, looking to the recent rap-
prochement of Great Britain and the
United States.”

' Montreal, Feb. 14—The following is a
despatch from the Star’s special corres-
pondei:x: at Washington:

“rp

“ The ultimatum, for which a formal
demand was made by the Canadians on
Friday, -Senator Fairbanks promiged
weuld be submittefl without fail at to-
morrow’s meeting, = On the character of
this ultimatum depends the. success or
failure of the mnegotiations. Tt is a
break or a speedy gettlement.

*“Qne of the Camadian commissioners
said to-day: ‘There is to be no fencing.
Whatever the ultimatum is, it will not
be questioned, even though it means the
falling through of the negotiations. We
could not but adopt this course. Our
parliamient must meét. We are in such
a position that no more time ecan he
spent with - the Anglo-American confer-
ence.” ”

MR. FOSTER WITHDRAWS.

Private telegrams received in Victoria
on Monday evening, and confirmed yes-
terday, state that Mr. John W. Foster,
one of the United States representatives,
has withdrawn from the commission. As
Mr. Foster has for years been the special
representative of the sealing interests of
the United States, his withdrawal is
taken to mean a hitch in the negotia-
tions looking to the extinction of that

NEW WRINKLE IN CRIME.

Chloroform Injected Into Railway Com-
partment Preliminary to Robbing
Passenger.

Paris, Feb. 13.—On Friday last an at-
tempt was made between Bordeaux and

Paris to rob a railway passenger by chlor-
oforming him. M. Roux, the only passen-
ger in ‘the compartment of the coach where
the robbery was attempted, Was beginning
to doze when he perceiver a strange odor.
He woke up and saw a man trying to open
the door. Mr. Roux then pulled the alarm
bell and the man disappeared. An investi-
gation revealed a hole had been made in
the partition of the compartment, into
which the tube containing chloroform bad
been inserted.

DIGBY. FIRE SWEPT. .

Thirty of Best Business Buildings and
Several Others Destroyed,

Digby, N.S., Feb. 14.—(Special)—Thir-
ty of the best buildings in Digby were
destroyed by fire last night, besides a
number of small structures and the loss
is estimated to be anywhere from $50,-
000 to $100,000. The Dominion Atlan-
tic railway property was all saved.
The Waverley hotel and the post office
are among the buildings destroyed.

CONSERVATIVEUORGANIZATION.

Sir Charles Tupper Tells What He Has
Done in Montreal—French and
English of Quebec United.

Ottawa, Feb. 6.—Sir Charles Tupper has
returned to the city from Montreal and is
busy planning for the further effective
organization of the party here. He gives
the following interesting interview as to
the scope and effectiveness of his work in
Montreal: i

“I spent a week in Montreal,” said Sir
Charles, ‘‘seeing as many of our friends as
I could, both French and English, meeting
a large number of leading men hglding im-
portant positions in the country. 1 was
not able to see all whom I would Vike to
have met, but all our friends whom I did
meet gave me carte blanche to effect such
organization -as in my judgment would be
most effective, and with their concurrence I
accordingly took up the question of the
organization of the English Conservatives
of Montreal. I was able to secure the
services of Mr. Crathern, late president
of the board of trade, who was just then|
concluding his official term in that position,
and who consented to act as treasurer of
the organization. I was also able to secure
with general comsent and approval, the
services of Mr. Dalby, who has been for
many years the editor-in-chief of the Star
newspaper. Mr. Dalby has agreed to sever
his connection with the Star and devote
his entire time and attention to the in-
terests of the party.

“I have requested our French-Canadian
friends to effect corresponding organization
80 as to co-operate with the English Con-
servative organization and they will prob-
ably select an efficient gentleman to work
with Mr. Dalby in matters more immediate-
ly affecting the French-Canadian element
of the party.

“During the week I was in Montreal,”
continued Sir Charles, “I am glad to say
I had indubitable evidence that in Quebec
we possess a most enthusiastic and uniter
party, both English and French speaking,
aud I entertain no doubt but that the or-
ganization just effected will enable us to
raintain and extend the principles of our
party much more effectively than we have
been able for some time to do. There is
the most hearty and gratifying accord,
among Conservatives in Dominion and local
politics in Quebee. It is quite true we
lost the bye-election in Bagot, but had the
government issued the writs within rea-
sonable time after the vacancy occurred.
there is no doubt we should have elected
a successor to the late Mr. Dupont of the
same political principles. But this delay of
the government, disfranchising, as it did
the country for a considerable period in vio-
lation of every principle of justice, satisfied
me they were only waiting to bring such
corrupt influence to bear as to secure a ma-
jority., This, I am informed, they did, ac-
complishing success by means which cer-
tainly reflects no credit on themselves, and
by a combination of federal and provin-
cial government influence in the constitu-
ency. But the overwhelming defeat they
have met at the local bye-election in the
County of Beauharnois, where the Conser-
vative candidate was opposed most deter-
minedly by the combined forces of Do-
minion and Provincial governments. and
the defe#t they so narrowly escaped in
Missisquol showed that a decided reaction
is taking place in Quebec. T am satisfied,
too, that there is the same deep seated dis-
satisfaction wih the government in the
vrovince of Quebec that is now so well
known to exist in the outlaying provinces
of the Dominion ard that at a general elee-
tien, when they will be unable to converge
their powers and patronage and unscrun-
ulons pledges of public expenditure in
single constituencies, the result wonld he

the government's defeat by a considerable
majority.”

ATTACK ON THE PEERS

Mr. Labouehere Makes Anpual
Presentation A.rain-t the
House of Lords.

Government Sustained in Refusal
to Cousider ALy Restriction
of Presend Powers.
E
——yp
By Assoclated Press.

London, Feb. 13.—Ip the House of Com-
mons to-day Mr. Henrz Ifabouchere, Liberal
member for Northa B, made his usual
attack upon the, House of Lords, with a
view of limiting its voting power, from
which he said Liberal measures invariably
suffered.. He moved an amendment to the
address to the throne providing that billg
adopted by the gommons in one session and
not adopted by the peers should if pass-
ed by the Commons at a subsequent ses-
sion become the law of the land.

After a discussion of Mr. Labouchere’s
amendment Mr. John Lawson Walton, Lib-
eral member for South Leeds, proposed
an amendment to the address, declaring
that the power now possessed by the House
of Lords of over ruling the decision of the
House of Commons demanded the urgent
attention of -parliament.

Sir Henry Campbeell Bannerman, the
newly elected leader of the Liberals in
the Commons, supported the Walton amend-
ment. In the course of a vigorous speech
he denied that the Liberals were actuated
by a partizan spirit in raising the question,
but the House of Lords, he declared, had
always formed a continually stereotyped
anti-Liberal majority. “‘On patriotic and
constitutional grounds,” said Sir Henry,
‘‘the situation is full of danger, and no
dispassionate man can deny the anomaly
and absurdity of a House of Lords in
the .face of a representative system of gov-
ernment. The Liberals desire to guard the
rights of the representative chamber, while
giving. to the House of Peers a reasonable
power.”

Mr. Arthur J. Balfour, government lead-
er, said there was no middle course be-
tween the policy expressed in Mr. Labou-
chere’s amendment and the policy of leav-
ing the House of Peers in its present posi-
tion.

The house then rejected the amendments,
Mr. Walton’s by 257 against 107, and Mr.
Labouchere’s by 222 against 105.

HOPE FOR THE CREW.
Bulgaria Attended by Two Other
Steamers When Weehawken

Parted From Her.

St. Michael’s, Azores Islands, Feb. 14.
—The captain of the American tank
steamer Weehawken, which vessel ar-
rived here on Sunday morning with 25
women and children whom she took
from the Hamburg-American steamer
Bulgaria, met 800 miles from the Azores
islands on February 5, disabled and in 2
severe storm, now reports that two oth«r
steamers, the names of which are not
known, were standing by the Bulgaria.

The Weehawken lost sight of the Bul-
garia during the night of February 5,
and was obliged to proceed, having no
small boats, and her bunkers being full
of water,

St e
THE COST OF EMPIRE.

Free America Must Give Blood and
Treasure to Maintain Yoke on
Conquered Colonies.

Paris, Feb. 14.—The French are waich-
ing the appropriations committee of the
United States house of representatives
wrestle with the deficiency of revenue,
and some of them, looking at the inevit-
able expense of expansion, are incliued
to question Mr. Cannon’s statement that
strict economy will render further loans
unnecessary.

In his leader in Le Temps, M. de Pros-
senz says that the United States has now
many things to learn, and it will find
that dollars disappear rapidly—quite as
rapidly as pounds, francs or marks—
when one pursues glory and conquers
colonial empires. Nor is it money alone,
he adds, that must be poured out like
water; the blood of citizens of free
America must be shed generously, not to
Iiberate more or less oppressed Deoples,
but to subject races in revolt against
Yankee domination, which they detest

A CRUSER 1N PERIL

U. 8. 8. Marblehead Crosses the
Bow of the Etruria During
a Dense Fog. ‘

Canarder Brought to Standstill
Just in Time to Avoid
Striking Abeam.

TFrip Made in Continunous Gale with
Spray Appropriately Styled

By Associated Press.

New York, Feb. 15.—In addition to the
many more or less apprehensive incidents
attending a voyage of continuous buf-
feting by heavy and strong gales, the
passengers of the Cunard liner Etruria
which arrived yesterday had the exciting
experience on Monday of narrowly escap-
ing a collision with the United States
cruiser Marblehead.

At 10 o’clock in the morning, when
about 70 miles from Sandy Hook, the
officers on the bridge of the Cunarder
were startled by the apparition, as Cap-
tain Ferguson described it, of a large
vessel looming out of the thick fog, driv-
ing sleet and snow on the port bow, only
a few lengths ahead of the Etruria and
making directly across her bows. Chief
Officer Barr was the bfficer on the watch
and was on'the bridge with Captain Fer-
guson, = Instantly Mr. Barr, divining the
danger-that threatened, signalled to re-
verse the engines, then when the Etruria
had slowed. down to a’standstill the or-
der was given to go full speed ahead
and with the helm hard a starboard the
Cunarder passed under the stern of the
Marblehead.

So close were the two vessels that de-
spite the mist, the officers on the bridges
waved their hands to one another.

Captain Ferguson of the Etruria was
averse to saying much about the escape,
but he remarked that if his vessel had
struck the Marblehead abeam, as would
h_ave happened undoubtedly if the en-
gines had not been reversed, the cruiser
must assuredly have gone to the bottom.
Speukipg of his passage, Captain Fer-
guson said it was the worst he had ever
made in the many years of his experi-
ence. “The trouble was, ” he said, “the
gales were continuous. As a rule when
we have a bad voyage we run into a gale
lasting perhaps twenty-four or thirty
hours; then usually we have a spell of
fine weather before striking another gale.
But on this“rip it was nothing but gales
and high seas right straight along from
the time we left the Irish coast. The
spray was so thick as to be likened ap-
propriately to frozen fog.”

MANITOBA AND NORTHWEST.

Transferred to Vancouver—A News-
paper’s Troubles—Judge Killam
to Be Chief.

Winnipeg, Feb. 14.—(Special)— Judge
Killam will be promoted to the chief jus-
ticeship of Manitoba, vice Taylor, re-
signed.

The Dominion Bank has bought the cor-
ner across from the post office and will
erect a $50,000 block next summer.

Fire in the business portion of Rat
Portage, Ont., to-night caused loss of
$20,000.

Mr. Sandford Burkee, for many years
a member of the staff of the Bank of B.
N. A. in this city, has been promoted to
a responsible position in the same institu-
tion in Vancouver. Mr. Burkee left for
his home this afternoon.

T. A. Bell, managing editor and direc-
tor of the Winnipeg Telegram, announces
his retirement in the issue of this even-
ing. The electric power necessary to
run the Telgram’s press and typesetting
machinery was cut off to-day.

All the bonspiel finals were concluded
to-day except the Walkerville event,
which is left to the three Winnipeg
skips, Harstone, Dunbar and McPher-
son. The Royal Canadian event was
won by McConaghy of Neepawa, Chal-
mers of Manitou second, Harstone of
Winnipeg third, and Flavelle of Lind-
say fourth. The Patterson cup was won
by MecNiven of Virden, McLean of Pilot
Mound second, Morton of Gladstone
third and Boyd of Indian Head fourth.
The Dolge international trophy was tak-
en by Smith of Regina, Harstone of
Winnipeg second, Craig of Virden third
and Knight of Brandon fourth. R, H.
Dunbar of Winnipeg takes the points
prize with 45. In a friendly match with
Dunbar’s rink- Flavelle’s Lindsay rink
was defeated by three points.

SHARKEY HAS RHEUMATISM.

And Goes Out of Training and Into
Michigan Health Resort.

New York, Feb. 13.—The Journal and
Advertiser will to-fporrow say: Thomas
Sharkey, the sailor pugilist, has been
stricken with a severe attack of rheuma-
tism, which prevents his tralning or get-
ting himself into shape for a battle. For
some time past Sharkey has been troubled
with weakness of the legs, but the fact
was keépt a close secret. The troubie at
first was attributed to a sprain, but it has
developed that the pugilist has along been
affected with rheumatism, and having ne-
glected to attend to the malady, he has
made it worse. By advice of his physician,
Sharkey will on Saturday go to Mount
Clements, Mich., where he will spend a
couple of weeks in an attempt to get relief
from his affliction.

—_—
DREYFUS A PESSIMIST.

London, Feb. 13.—The Daily Telegraph
publishes the following despatch from Cay-
enne, ecapital of French Guiana: *“The
Judicial officer, who has just returned here
from a visit to Dreyfus at are Isle du
Diable, informs me that the prisoner iIs in
good health, but declines to reply toshe
written interrogations of the Court of Cas-
fation, on the ground that his answers are
inaecurately transmitted to Paris.”’

More cases of sick headache, bilious-
ness, constipation. can be cured in less

i s }'g«‘!&ﬁmm Cwo. ]

m' e food more delicious and wholesome

ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO

NEW YORK.

RAILWAY CASUALTIES,
Engineers-Killed

and’ Mary Pt Eevs Priiied:
Pittsburg, Féb. I3.—An- accommedation
train of the Pittsburg & Lake Erie Rail-
Way, which left Cleveland at 8:30 a.m.,
wash wrecked this evening near Fleming
Park, opposite Davis Island. The fireman,
W. Z. Campbell, was injured so badly that
he died, and 17 bassengers were badly in-
jured. The wreck was caused by a broken
rail. The train was running at a high rate
of speed, and the locomotive and several
cars were badly damaged. It is presumed
that the broken rail was one of the effects
of the extreme cold.

3

Lancaster, Pa., Feb, 18.—A fatal railroad
wreck occurred this afternoon at Gallagh-
ersville, three miles west of Donnington.
The section of the fast line crashed. into
the rear of another pasgenger train, sup-
pesed to be the Chicago Express. Engi-
neer Jos. Smith and Fireman Corsan were
killed outright. A number of passengers
were injured. It is impossible to get fur-

ther pgrticulars of the accident. at this
time,

Binghampton, N. Y., Feb. 13.—Martin C.
Sheehan, an engineer on the Lehigh Valley
road, was found dying in his cab, near Al-
pin, Pa., by his fireman, John Dodge, yes-
terday. Sheehan was running a Mother
Hubbard engine, which, drawing a freight,
reached a speed that aroused the suspic-
ions of the fireman, and, going to the ecab,
he found Sheehan leaning partly out of
the cab window, his head crushed in, and
his hand grasping the lever with a vice-like
grip. He was taken to the hospita! at
Sayre, where he died. His cap was found
on the ice of a creek near an overhead
bridge at the Cayuta curve, and it is sup-
prosed that his head came in coutact with
a truss while looking out of the cab win-
dow. b

THK COLD SPELL OVER

New York Bleckade Partly Raised,
But Train Service Not
Yet Established.

Visitation of Cold“in the South th
Worst Ever Experienced—
Deatbs Reportid.

By Associated Press.

New York, Feb. 14.—With clear skies
and warmer weather New York slowly
started to dig itself out of the snow this
morning. The snow fell short of six
inches of reaching the record left by the
great blizzard of 1888. Then the snow-
fall was a fraction over 20 inches. Bar- |
ring that mighty storm this blizzard is
the worst in twenty years, according to
the records.

The railroads running into the Grand
Central station did nat make much pro-
gress in restoring order from the chaos
into which the blizzard had plunged
them. While their officials were very
hopeful that they would be able to es-
tablish some kind of a train service to-

snow have fallen in
this fourteen inches
night in last night,

the amount of that
before known in thi

were broken.

wea.the‘r bureau records show that fro:
Washing south. L e

inehes: of"

fifteen
Washington, and of
fell between Sunday
This is almost twice
of any period ever
s city. All through

the south the records of cold weather
At Jacksonville, Fla., the

Inercury was 10 degrees above, which is
four degrees lower then ever before, New
Or!enns registered six degrees above,
bréaking all records by nine degrees. At
Vicksburg the temperature uf one degree
in clearing their tracks for yvraffic. The
former announce that they expect to he
able to resume their regular passenger
schedule to-morrow morning and the Bale
timer & Ohio officials asesrt that their
line will be open from Philadalphia to
Washington and the West by daylight,
TEXAS CATTLE SUFFER,
Dallas, Texas., Feb. 14 —Reports fromy
all over Texas are that the blizzard of
Saturday and Sunday was the most se-
below exceeded al) previous records by
toug degrees. The wind was blowing at
a high rate in most places in the Seuth,
THE RAILWAY BLOCKADE,
Baltimore, Md., Feb, 14—At a late
hour to-night neither the Pennsylvania
nor the Baltimore & Ohio bad succeeded
vere in the history of the state. The loss
of cattle will likely pe very large though
accurate figures are not yet forthcoming,
New York, Feb. 13.—Staten Island was
more completely bottled up to-day than at
any time during the past thirty ytars. The
trolley lines have not moved a wheel since
ea‘rly this morning, and the steam railroads
were forced to suspend operations. The
_rerry boats connecting this city with the
isiand ran about every hour during the
day, but at night when the ice-floes began
to clog nnder the counters and heeling the
boats over until their free-boards touched
the water, it was decided to suspend trips:
to or from the island.
By order of Governor Roosevelt all the
armories in the city were thrown open to-
the homeless poor to-night. Many churches
:vebl;e also t:;row‘n open, while all the chari~
able organizations opened: all- the rooms
they could obtain: M%ﬁw e om
fortunates. !

WATER SUPPLY FROZEN.
Newark, N. J., Feb. 13.—The city is im
the throes of a water famine to-day, and
had to fall baek on the Passaic river for a
supply. The great reservoirs up in the
mountains, where the water-works were
located, are frozen solidly and the ice
backed into the mains which supply the
city, cutting off the sapply to more than
one-half of the houses.

BOSTON IN BAD WAY.
Boston, Feb. 13.—The regular old-fashion-
ed snowstorm which has been raging
throughout New England since early Sun-
day morning increased intensely to-day and
before night had developed into a blizzard,
with the usual accompaniment of stalled
railroad trains, paralyzed street cars and a
general blockade. The storm, following the
severe cold wave of last .week, seems to
Lhave been a fitting climax for the severest
weather which has been experienced in
this region for many years. The iuain
storm began at an early hour this morning,
and since then it has snowed incessantly,

morrow, they were obliged to admit th;_Lt
no through trains had passed over thexrI
respective lines since Monday.

The New York Central continued to
be tied up all day so far as incum}ngv
trains were concerned. The great <:1nfts
thifty miles south of Poughkeepsie at
and near Coldsprings were too much for
the snowploughs, and trains were massed
at both sides of this point in large num-
bers.

The New York telephone company
took no chances on being crippled to-day
by lack of operators on account of the
snow blockade. Only half of the force
turned up yesterday. These were too
precious to let go and last might the
company engaged one hundred rooms at
down town hotels, where the “hello girls”
were corralled. This morning they all
showed up on time, e
The coal supply in New York is limited
while the prices run proportionately to
the other extreme, and $20 to $25 per
ton was offered yesterday for immediate
delivery.

Two more deaths from the effects of
the storm are reported. @ Mrs. Charles
Morresy, a widow aged 70, of Jersey
City, was out in the storm yesterday
when she sank exhausted in the snow
and died. Mrs. Dolan, aged 70, was
found frozen to death in her room on
First avenue, this city, this morning.
One of the first results of the appear-
ance of the sun to-day was the movement
into port of the ocean steamers that have
been waiting for the weather to clear.
The Tweedie Trading 7 Co.’s schooner,
which left St. Michael, where she put
in for repairs 19 days ago, and about
which much anxiety was felt, passed
Sandy Hook at 9:15 a.m.

Philadelphia, Feb. 14.—The American
line steamship Belgenland from Liverpool
for Philidelphia, which is more than a
week overdue, was sighted off Delaware
breakwater late this afternoon. The ves-
sel was completely covered with ice.
SAILORS RESCUED.

Savannah, Ga., Feb. 14.—One of the
missing boats belonging to the steamship
Wm. Lawrence, wrecked near I_’ort
Royal Bar.,, S.C., on Saturday night
last, was picked up by a pilot boflt on
Monday morning. The seven men in the
boat had a terrible experience _and their
condition when rescued was pitiable, Af-
ter striving in vain to reach land they
on Sunday night located the sea buoy off
the bar, made fast to it and remained
there unmtil the pilot boat found them.
The other boats with 14 men are still
missing. Boats will go in search of
them. The Lawrence is a total loss. -

time, with less medicine. and for less
money. by using Carter’s Littlc Liver Pills.

more than the Spanish yoke,

than by any other means.

COLD IN THE SOUTH.
Washington, Feb, 14.—The

official

while the northeast gale at times reached”
@ velocity of over 50 miles an hour. The-
steam railway companies wrestled all day
with great drifts, but by night the traim
service was practically suspended through-
cut New England.

NIAGARA FI“:OZEN OVER.

The River a Mass of Ice From the Falls.
to Lake Ontario.

Niagara Falls, Feb. 14.—For the first
time in 22 years, the Niagara river, from
Lewiston to Youngstown, is frozen over.
An ijce-jam formed along the river yes-
terday, and this morning sees it frozen
solid. No reports have been had of any-
body crossing as yet. The river, from
the bay of the falls to Lake Ontario, is
noew a mass of ice, with the exception of
the rapids. It is a most unusual occur-
rence,

g
CAPTURED SHIP'S INSURANCE.

Company Resists on Plea That Her Ad-
venture Was Illegal,

London, Feb. 13.—An interesting ques-
tion pertaining to insurance in time of war-
was before the Court of Queen’s Bench
when the owners of the steamer Restormel,
coal laden for the Spaniards in Cuba, and
which was captured by the U. S. auxiliary
cruigser St. Paul, sought to recover £4,000°
from the Ocean Marine Insurance Com-
pany.

The company claimed the Restormel’s
adyenture was illegal, and that the fact
th4® she was engaged in an attempt to sup-
Ply” coal to the Spanish navy was sup-
prressed at the timd the insurance was-
taken out. After the evidence of the seiz-
ure of the Restormel had been submitted;.
the case was adjourned.

S 2 ST L R
THE WAR INVESTIGATION.

McKinley’s Commission Deserve the-

Derision Their Findings Have
Produced.

London, Feb. 14.—Commenting on the re-
port. of the special commission appointed
by President McKinley to investigate the
conduct of the war department in the war
with Spain, the Times says: ‘‘We are not
surprised that the American public greets
it with derision. President MecKinley’s
loyalty te .Secretary Alger is natural and
even commendable, but if the United
States is to have able administration, it is
absolutely essential that those at its head
shall be above suspicion.

“If he taint of politics is once fastened
upon the mew colonial administration, our
hopes of its future must be comsidérably
dashed.” b
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BERESFORD AT FRISGH)

He Thinks That Four Great Powers
will Soon Take Charge of
China’s Affairs.

Will Provide Revenue and an Army
Under European (on'rol to
Spend It.

By Associated Press.
San Francisco, Feb. 10.—The Japanese

liner America Maru arrived here to-day
from China and Japan, via Honolulu,
one day ahead of time. On board was
Lord Charles Beresford, Admiral of the
British navy. The America Maru was
met, at the heads by a government tug
boat bearing a party of distinguished citi-
zens, who went to welcome the visiting
admiral. The party landed by special

permission before the vessel docked, and
the Admiral was driven to the Palace
hotel. In an interview, Lord Bergsfox_'d.
said, regarding the open door policy in
“the Orient: :

“It means simply that instead of
spheres of influence, which means the
-breaking up of the Chinese empire, Eng-
land, America, Germany and Japan shall
by agreement maintain free and equal
<ommercial relations for all in the
Orient.

“It includes the re-organization. of
the Chinese army, both as to commis-
sicned and non-commissioned officers, by
Kuropeans, that the Chinese empire may
be properly. policed, and life and property
made safe.

* China must have a revenue, and the
open door policy, by guaranteeing order
and uniformity in customs regulations
and tariffs, will provide it in greater
abundance than it was ever provided be-
fore, besides insuring that it shall not be
wasted, as it is now. That will mean
the epening up of the empire in all of
its provinces and the development of its
wonderful resources of mining and com-
merce.

“1If the spheres of influence policy is
allowed to be adopted, Russia will, of
course, become all-powerful in the north
and France in the south. England, of
conrse, cannot get everything, Germany
will get what she can, while America
will probably get nothing, for although I
think she is destined to be a great trad-
ing nation in the Orient—greater than
Great Britain or any other country—her
interests are now comparatively slight,
and in the scramble it is not likely the
American people would feel their inter-
ests demanded a struggle for a portion
of it at this time. -But with the open
door giving equal opportunity for all na-
tions, her commerce is bound to grow.

“ With spheres of influence, of course,
Russia would put on preferential tariffs
in the regions she dominateds and France
would do the same in her territory. I
do not know whether Germany and Eng-
land would or not. Thus America would |
be out altogether, or practically so, from
the China trade, and England from all
but that she dominated. So that Amer-
ica really has more interest in the open
door than England has.

“I go from here to Chicago, New York
and Washington, to get the sentiments
of the boards of trade and chambers of
commerce there on the proposal.”

Lord Beresford: will remain here. for
some time, and many receptions have

‘been planned for his entertainment.

SRR I
EXCLUSION OF ALIENS.

Canadian Provinces, Like American
States, Must Be Allowed to Man-
age Their Own Affairs.

From the Montreal Witness.

CANADIAN DEATH ROLL.

Port Dalbousie, Feb. 10.—E. Cudnese,
who was injured by falling from a wagen
here, died to-day from the effects.

Chatham, Ont.. Feb. 10.—Samuel J.
Jackson died to-day, aged 104 years.

Tilsonburg, Ont., Feb. 10.—Miss Maud
Knevel, badly burned from the upsetting
of a lamp, has died of her injuries.

St. Thomas, Ont., Feb. 10.—Amos
George, an Indian, was bitten and his
face torn by a bull-dog. Lockjaw has
set in, and his recovery is doubtful.

R i A

NEW YORK'S VERY COLDES'T.

Three Days of Zero Weather for Iirst
Time in History.

New York, Feb. 11.—This was the
coldest day New York has had since the
weather bureau began business, which
was in 1872. At T7:30 a.m. the ther-
mometer registered 6.2 degrees below
zero. That was two tenths of a degree
colder than Friday. This is the first time
in its history that New York has had
three days of continued zero weather,

BESRRSRATES
MR. CHARLTON AT CHICAGO.

Chicago,s Feb. 11.—Mr. John Charlton,
member of the Canadian parliament, was
the guest of honor at the annual banquet
of the Merchants’ Club of Chicago which
was held at the Grand Pacific hotel to-
night. About -60 of the leading mer-
chants and business men of the city
were present, and Mr. Charlton’s talk
was greeted with much warmth.

O s
SHIPPING DISASTERS.

White Star Liner Sinks at Her Pier—
Bulgaria Sighted in Hopeless
Condition.

New York, Feb. 13.—The White Star
line steamer Germanic sank at her pier
this evening and is now lying there par-
tially submerged. The accident is said
to have been due to the heavy coating of
ice which formed on the sides of the
steamer. The continued loading of coal,
combined with the heavy weight of the
ice, caused the steamer to list and slow-
ly- sink to the bottom. It is said that

no lives were lost.

St. John’s Nfld., Feb. 13.—The British
steamer Dahome. which left Halifax on
the Oth for this port and Liverpool, ar-
rived here to-day. She reports coming
through a field of ice 800 miles long.
This is something unprecedented at this
season.

London, Feb. 13.—Lloyds’ agency at
St. Michael’s, Azores; cables that the
tank steamer Weehawken reports that
the Bulgaria when spoken on February
9 was in a sinking condition with three
holds full of water, her rudder broken
and her machinery disabled. The agent
says the Weehawken had lost her boats
and arrived with her bunkers full of
water.

Younghal, Feb. 13.—A lifeboat that
put out. from here to look for a ship's
boat filled with men which the guard
sichted off Sidmore Head has reached
Dungarvan after a futile search. The
life savers report that they saw a great
deal of wreckage from a large ship off
the Waterford coast.

VANCOUVER AND VICINITY.

Atlin  Man Complains of Foreign
Sharpers—Poor Old Man’s Good
Luek Story—Logger Drowned.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Vancouver, Feb. 11.—James Lambert,
who used to run a school for the study
of placer mining in Vancouver, has ar-
rived from Atlin on a strange mission.
Ht will agitate to have the placer min-
ing law made still more stringent, in
brief, to prevent Americans staking
claims without recording them. He
says the American gharper puts the
posts on a claim, and making out it is
recorded, sells it to the first comer. As
the purchaser is too far away from the
recorder’s office, he has no way of ascer-
taining the truth or falsehood of repre-
scntations made by the staker. Lam-
bert therefore wants the law amended so
as to compel a man to put the number
of his license, etec., on his stakes.

While workmen were engaged in ex-
cavating for the Flack building in the
centre of the city, they came across
croppings of decomposed quartz. After
digging away a portion of it. one of the
men discovered colors of gold on his wet
shovel. The rest made an examination
of their shovels, and sure enough all
contained particles of the yellow metal.
The outcropping has the appearance of
being the end of a fissure vein, but this
has not been determined. The rock will
be assayed on Monday.

. W. L. Gomports, an aged man who
came here from Winnipeg, and has been
living mote or less by charity, claims to
have been left £15,000 by the will of a
deceased brother’s wife.

The “ What Happened to Jones ” «com-
pany was enthusiastically received by a
large audience last evening at the Van-
couver opera house.

Hopkirk & Spence, a wholesale liquor
firm, have assigned in trust to the Black-
Stone Cigar Company.

Martin Lister, a logger of Vancouver,
accidentally fell from the deck of the
steamer Coquitlam near Sechelt on
Thursday evening. Everything possible
was done to save the man, who was
slightly intoxicated, but the efforts of
the crew were unsuccessful, as the body
sank at once and did not again appear on
the surface.

A. McL. Hawk, of Tacoma, a water-
works expert, is in New Waestminster
for the purpose of examining and report-
ing on New Westminster's water supply.

Pete Colfield, one of the men who was
swamped with three others off the Nar-
rows, and was thought to have perished
in making his way to Eagle Harbor, has
been found.

While proceeding out of the harbor for
Union this morning, the tug Tepic
broke her shaft by striking a big log.
She nearly drifted on the rocks. The
tug Louis managed to tow her in.

{ GRATEYARD HORROR

Investigation #s to Cause of Death
Reveals a Case of Premature
Burial

Glass of Casket Broken and Blood
on Visterted Features of the
Yietim,

%y Associated Press.

Tonawanda, N, Y., Feb. 11.—A shock-
ing discovery was made at a cemetery
two miles north of Pendleton yesterday,
when the body of J¥mes Rigley was ex-
humed for the purpose of holding an
autopsy to discover the cause of his |
death.

The glass covering the casket was
broken, and the distorted features of |
the corpse, the position of his hands and
feet, together with a number of blood
spots on his face, showed that he was

VICTGRIA SEMI-

SHELLING T

American Warships Foree the Hap
less Filipinos 10 Se-k Cover
Elsewhere.

Four Thousand Women gnd (hid
dren Reported Killed in the
Bombardments.,

By Amclatgd Press.

- Washington, Feb. 11.—General Otis
had another victory to record this morn-
ing and though the action before Caloo-
can did not result in as heavy loss to the
American side as the battle of last Sat-
urddy night and Sunday morning it is
believed to have been just as important
in results. Caloocan is on the line of
railway connecting Manila with Malolos,

the insurgent capital, and it may be
that the capture of the first named town
will make it possible to advance rapidly
by rail upon the insurgent headquarters
if it shall be deemed necessary to force
the fighting and undertake the capture of
Aguinaldo.

The officials here were encouraged to-
day by General Otis’ quotation of the
‘opinion of credible persons among the
Filopines, it is understood to the effect
that Aguinaldo no longer has power to
keep the insurgents under his lead. This
points to an early submission of the in-
surgents to the American government.
None will be allowed to come into Ma-
nila, however, until they had laid down
their arms for good." :

As for Aguinaldo, it is now believed
that he will refuse to the last to make
terms that would meet with the approval
of General Otis and that when the insur-
rection falls through he will make his
escape to the continent rather than re-
main in Luzon.

Manila, Feb. 11 (5 p.m.)—Early to-
day the monitor Monadnock and the
cruiser Charleston began dropping shells
into the rebel camp between Caloocan
and Malabon.

The enemy’s sharpshooters in the jun-
gle on the American left had been par-
ticularly annoying since daylight, to the
Third artillery drove the rebels out of
the jungle at noon. In the meantime a
few more of our men were wounded.

The loss of the enemy is estimated at
forty killed and wounded, to one Ameri-
can killed and wounded.

The heat to-day knocked out many
Americans, and especially in the marsh
lands north of Malabon where the Kan-
sas regiment was stationed. Fully a
score of them were taken to the hospital.
Privates Harely and Fitch, of the Thir- |
teenth Minnesota regiment, were bothl
wounded in the legs by the same bullet,i
and Private Mitchell, Company B, of!
the Kansas regiment, while assisting a
couple of men to the rear, was shot in
the left arm.

Mr. John F. Bass, artist and corres-
pondent of Harper's Weekly, who was
shot in the arm during the fighting near
Manila, is about 30 years of age. He is
a graduate of Harvary College, and
served as war correspondent for.the
London Daily News during the Turkish-
Greco war.

The railroad is now open to Caloocan,
and supplies for troops are being for-
warded by rail.

THE FILOPINOS' VERSION.

Hongkong, Feb. 11—The Filipino junta
here has issued the following statement:

A Manila steamer has arrived here
with the American censorea version of
the fighting which is utterly false. The
Americans commenced hostilities by the
treachery of General Otis, simultaneous-
ly by land and sea. Aguinaldo possesses
a signed guarantee from the American
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WEILER BROS.

ed 80 as to be impassable, while
still. snowing hard. .:Sond:—bonnd
were three to five howrs late.
lines were at a standstill. ~
COAL SUPPLY C€UT OFF.

Pittsburg, Pa., Feb. 13.—A coal famine
is tgmzfﬁnegagem. & g.“he total gloal now
in the Alleghany an onongahela rivers
at Pittsburg does not exceed 1,000,000
bushels, and there are orders for the in-

Has many admirers but no belle of| stant delivery of at least 400,000 bushels.

the ball was ever more fascinating

The rivers are frozen up tight, and the
railroad freights are not moving. - Coal

" than eur large display of Up-to-Date| hog advanced from 5% to 10 cents a

FURNITURE, RICH CARPETS| bushel.

Thousands of orders for fuel

and RUGS, HANDSOME CUR-|are being received that cannot be filled.

TAINS, BEAUTIFUL CHINA,
GLASSWARE, SILVERWARE,
Ete.

- 'We have a large Illustrated Cata-
logue of House Furnishings, which
will be mailed free to any address.

Be sure and write for it—it will be
of service.

VIGTORIA, B. 6

CUNARDER DISABLED.

Fayal, Azores Islgnds, Feb. 10.—The
British steamer Colorado, Capt. ‘Whitton,
of the Wilson line, from New York on
January 28 for Hull, has arrived here,

and reports having passed the British
steamer Pavonia, Capt. Atkinson, of the
Cunard line, from Liverpool on January
24, via Queenstown an January 25 for
Boston, in a disabled condition about 300
miles from here.

R
ANOTHER CUBAN GRIEVANCE.

Havana, Feb. 11.—The Cuban generals
and soldiers who were to take part in the
funeral procession, withdrew to-day be-
cause they were not allowed to march
between Governor-General Brooke and

his staff. The incident has caused in-
tense feeling among the Cubans, who it
is said will probably protest to the Presi-
ent.

HAY FOR HONOLULU.

Year Ly Washington«and Oregon.

time this evening.

via Victoria,

ply, but owing to the 'shortage in

now being
Oregon.

made

Hawaiian Islands Being Supplied This

Althoush arriving in early yesterday| river is fast freezi

morning, the Canadian-Australian liner
Aorangi will not leave port until some 0 N
She is loading a|Oof range horses are said to be starving
very heayy freight here, consisting im the| t0 death in Eastern Oregon. 3
main of 100 tons of hay and a large ship-| Sheep buyers who have recently visited
ment of lime from Roche harbor. The|this city, and who have been in the
hay comes from Washington, and is the| counties of )
first shipment that has gone to Honolulu Bakpr and many others say that in every
Up to the present year|Section they visited the owners of both
the Hawaiian islands have depended on horses and cattle had despaired of sav-
the California market for their hay sup-| ing 111101'0 than a small percentage of their
the| stock.

crop of the past season, demands are >
v - on Washington and| Which empties into the Bristol channel,
The Aorangi could be given|is flooded so that it resembles a vast tur-
quicker despatch only for the mails, on b;ﬂe}’]lt 1131“5 te uspended. ‘T'he
which account she will wait g ake| ©f nglan as been s . i 4 1
connection with the Charmer 2{:1(3) 1;:;1;;:: piers of the towns along the coasts of| 2Ple damage had' been done. It is Iy
ing. :She will not have a foot of freight | Sussex and Kent have been greatly dam-
Five passengers have been ticketed here.| 38ed, and

The situation is miere critical than in
years. There are millions of bushels of
coal in barges up the river, but there is
no way to get it here. The situation
has become so desperate that an effort
is being made to = break the ice in the
Monongahela as far as locks 2 and 3,
above which it is said there is coal
enough to supply Pittsburg and Alleg-
hany for a month if all other sources of
supply are cut off.
COLDEST EVER KNOWN.

Louisville, Ky., Feb. 13.—The coldest
weather ever know in Kentucky was
recorded to-day. At Louisville the ther-
mometer only reached 10 below, but the
state suffered much more. Lebanon
showed a temperature of 39 below,
Princeton 30, and the highest tempera-
ture reported from 25 stations was 13
below.

At Paducah a negro woman and her
child were frozen to death in the field.

In many towns business has been sus-
pended, and coal shortage is reported
from all parts of the state. . The Ohio

ng.
CATTLE PERISHING.

Long Creek, Ore., Feb. 13.—Thousands

Cattle and
Crook, @Gillam, Morrow,
London, Feb. 13.—The Severn river,

Railway traffic in the west

the new admiralty harbor
works at Dover have been partly de-

Atlantie Foast Visited by the Most
Severe Weather of Many
Years.

Snow Blockades Stop : Railway
Traffie and Delivery of Sup-
plies in Cities.

New Yotk Poor Lack Food and
Fuel—Tammany Subseribes
for Their Relief.

Many Aged People Suceumbs to Ex-
posure—Kentueky Cold Worse
Ever Known.

commissioners that there would be no
hostility on their part, hence the Fili-;
pino troops were resting and many of the |
Filipinos’ officers were at the theatre on |
Saturday night and were arrested short-|
ly before the outbreak.

buried alive. That Mr. Rigley was un-
doubtedly interred while in a trance is
the verdict of physicians who viewed the
body this afternoon. i
On Wednesday of last week, after al
short illness, he apparently died, and Dr. |
Montrey, the family physician, decided !
that he was dead. Preparations for the |
funeral were immediately made, and the |
relatives of the family living in the!
neighboring towns were notifiel. On |
Saturday the funeral was held from ﬂm{
family residence near Pendleton, and it |
was attended by many farmers. Dur- |
ing this time the supposed corpse showed
no signs of life, and no one doubted for
an instant that Mr. Rigley was dead.

A few years ago Mr. Rigley took out
several insurance policies on his life, and
it was partly for this reason that it was
decided to hold an autopsy to ascertain
beyond a doubt the exact cause of death.

|

mistaké that had been made would never
have been made.

—_— 0
THE FRIGID BELT.
Traffic Blocked in Western Ontario—

‘Winnipeg Enjoying Forty-five
Below.

Toronto, Feb. 11.—The storm of ves:
terday seems to have been the worst of
the season in northern Ontario, as far as |
railways are concerned. The Canadian !
Pacific especially experienced difficulty |
on their Owen Sound division. There |
was no train from Owen Sound to Tor- |
onto all day yesterday. The train which |

should have arrived here from there at,
8:35 yesterday evening did not reach |
Toronto until 9 o'clock this morning. |
The train and passengers were stranded
in the snow near Crombie station north
of Orangeville. The passengers had to
spend a night in the train and made
themselves as comfortable as they could
under the circumstances.

A similar fate met the train from Tees-
water, which should have made con-
nections at Streetsville Junction with
the other train. It was delayed near
Cheltenham, but got through in time to
make connections this morning.

In each case a large staff of men were
set ot work with ploughs to clear away
drifts. Other trains reaching Toronto
to-day were in most cases considerably
delayed.

Winnipeg, Feb. 11.—The weather con-
tinues excessively cold, ranging from 30
to 45 below. It is breaking all records
for a quarter of a century but does not
in the least interfere with business or
pleasure.

P GER T A e

TORONTO FIREMEN TESTIFY.

M. McCartney. Lombard Street Fire
Hall, Toronto, dated March 4th, 1837,
states: ‘ Am subject to very painful con-
ditions of costiveness and other troubles
resulting therefrom, but I am glad to say
that I have found a perfect remedy in
Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pills. I trust

But for this the discovery of the terrible ;

{ swept overboard and two boats which

this may be of benefit to others.”

At the bombardmeat of the defence- |
less towns of Malatte, Paco, Santa Ana;
and Malabon there was frightful slaugh- |
ter among women and children. It is|
estimated that 4,000 of them were killed. |

The Filipino forces, whose loss was
comparatively small, tenaciously held
their positions.

The conduct of the Americans, in sub-
stance, was outrageous. They compelled
the inhabitants to leave their homes and
then shot them down regardless of sex.

There is a reign of terror in Manila.
Civilians are shot in the streets without
being challenged.

P R
TEMPESTUOUS ATLANTIC.

Mammoth German Ship Reports the
‘Worst Passage on Record.

New York, Feb. 11.—The Hamburg
American line steamer Fuerst Bismarck
arrived to-day from Genoa, Naples and
Gibraltar, after the longest passage the
vessel ever made across the Atlantic and
one of the roughest in the experience of
her officers. The time from Gibraltar to
New York was 12 days, 7 hours, at an
average speed of 10.92 knots per hour.

The Fuerst Bismarck encountered ter-
rific gales from the northwest and west,
one gale following another in succession
from February 1 to 7 with enormous
seas which frequently swept over the
vessel, smashing rails,-doors and other
woodwork. Several ventilators were

carried from their chocks were damaged.
On February 3 a sailor named Otto
Lohse was washed overboard and lost.

The hurricane force of the wind was
so great that for five days the big steam-
er could, at times, barely hold steerage
way. For five days there was little rest
and sleep on board the ghip. Ice ranging
in thickness from a few inches to a foot
entirely covered her and she arrived to-
day covered with it.

Sl oo

EXPLOSION IN KITCHEN RANGE.

Baltimore, Md., Feb. 10.—Frozen
water pipes caused a fatal explosion in
the Home of the Friendless here to-day.
Martha Belisky, aged 7, was instantly
killed and Florence Reifsnyder, aged 10,
was so bagly burned that she died in a
few hours after being moved to the hos-
pital. Mary Welch, a cook, was seri-
ously burned. The explosion seems to
have resulted from the action of the
cook in lighting the fires in the range
when there was ice in the pipes.

AR R S R T
DR. CHASE'S CATARRH CURE,

blower Included, 25c., acts magically and
cares  quickly. One application allays
pains, clears the passage, reduces inflam-
mation and gives comfort. Cures cold in
the head, hay fever, rose fever, catarrhal
deafness, and all head and throat afflic.
tions which if not taken in time will lead
to chronic catarrh and later consumption.
It"el(iw, sure, pure and harmless, easily ap-
P . .

British Isles Also Stogm Swept—
Severn Flooded and Great
Battleship Adrift.

By Associated Press.

New York, Feb. 13.—New York is al-
most snow bound. Trafic which was
light to-day on account of its being a
holiday will be necessarily heavy to-
morrow. The snowstorm which began
Saturday developed to-day into the worst

{ blizzard in the city’s history. During the

day a northwest gale blew through the
snow banked streets at the rate of 25
miles an hour, driving the fine icy blind-
ing snow before it. Great drifts piled
up in the principal thoroughfares and
traflic on all the street car lines in the

city except the Broadway and Thirdl

avenue lines were practically at a stand-
still.  Underground trolley lines were
forced to give up early in the evening
and only a few cross-town cars drawn by
four and six horses made occasional
trips. The railways running in to New
York are paralyzed. The Pennsylvania
attempted to 'get but one train through
to the West to-day while only one train
from this city reached ‘Washington.
Local traflic has practically ceased. Dis-
asters in the ice-filled harbors and rivers
havé multiplied. The huge drifts in the
streets have produced a coal famine in
parts of the city where it is impossible
to make deliveries. Coal, flour and staple
provisions are rapidly going up. Gas and
water pipes are broken in many parts of
the town.

The suffering from cold has never been
so widespread in this city, it being es-
timated that at least 60,000 persons are
in misery from cold and destitution.

New York is thle storm centre, or rath-
er the centre of two opposing storms, one
from the Gulf of Mexico and the other
from the Northwest. This storm, which
developed in the Gulf region Saturday
night, moved in a northely direction. An-
other storm started on the Canada coast
and met the one from the South over
this city. The temperature is not so low
as it has been, but the wind which sends
the blinding snow into great drifts along
the thoroughfares wakes up for it. At
no time since midnight Sunday night has
the thermometer risen above nine de-
grees above zero.

The ferry traffic to Jersey, Long Is-
land, and Staten Island is uncertain.
Both the North ana East rivers are filled
with floating ice and navigation becomes
hourly more difficult. So far the local
telegraph and telephone wires are in
fairly good shape. Communcation with
New York from outside points, however,
is cut off.

THE RAILWAY BLOCKADE.

New York, Feb. 13.—Throngs of peo-
ple who crowded the New York Central
waiting rooms asking when trains would
depart for various points, in every in-
stance were unable to get sansfagtory
answers and were told that a continua-
tion of the prevailing conditions was to
be expected to-night and it was likely
that raffic would come to a standstill be-
fore the morrow. To-night orders were
issued to suspend all operations on the
main line and branches of the Long

Cold Makes
Awful Misery.

could not move a wheel or work

nearly ten feet

ploughs could remove it.

nor Norwich liners would

from ice.

underground electric
Lenox avenue,

city, however, remained in operation.
FAMINE IN PROSPECT.

the storm continues. This is not due to
the fact that there is not a sufficient
amount of flour in the various ware-
houses, but because of the impossibility
of having it delivered owing to the im-
passable condition of the streets. The
charitable societies were busy throughout
the day in caring for the needy of the
city. The Salvation Army, too, exerted
itself in caring for the poor. There were
also many instances where private per-
sons made donations to alleviate the
sufferings.

Mayor Van Wyck to-day notified Com-
missioned John W. Keller of the depart-
ment of charities that he had $20,000
subject to the commissioner’s draft for
the purpose of relieving the poor. Tam-
many Hall gave half of the amount,
while Richard Croker and James Keene,
the financier, contributed $3,000 each.

At 3 p.m. the blizzard continued una-
bated. In the various harbors and coves
on the Sound there were over one hun-
dred vessels of all descriptions reported
frozen solid in the ice. The Sound has
not been so choked up since the blizzard
ten years ago. .

The weather bureau gave out the fol-
lowing bulletin: “The hurricane signal
has been set at Cape May, Atlantic City,
Sandy Hook, New York, New Haven,
Boston, Portland and Eastport. A se-
vere storm prevails off the Sound coast
with continued northeast wind. Winds
of hurricane velocity will prevail this
nf.torlmon and night from northeast on
middle Atlantic and New England coast
with heavy sonw and temperature at
zero and below.”

SENATORS SNOWED IN.

. Washington, Feb. 13.—At no time dur-
ing the session of the senate to-day was
4 quorum present, a majority of the
members being snow bound at their
hom_us. For the first time in many years
no 1nvocation was pronounced at the
obening of the session, neither the regu-
lar chaplain nor any other minister he-
ing able to reach the capitol.

The railway mail service is paralyzed
by the storm and mails are at a stand-
still throughout the Atlantic region. No
through trains arrived here from the
West over the Pennsylvania road during
the day and only one over the B. & Q.
The only outbound train started on the
Pennsylvanin was an extra, pulling out
at 4:20 this afternoon for the East.

FROZEN STIFF IN WAGON.

Middleton, N.Y., Feb. 13—John Regan,
a farmer from up the state, who was
bringing a load of feed to this city, was
found frozen to death, half buried under
a lot of bags in the wagon.

DIED FROM EXPOSURE.
. Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 13.—Mrs. Char-
lott® Walker, 88 years of age, died at
Caledonia, a village near here, this
morning, as the result of exposure to the
cold. While Mrs. Walker denied herself
sufficient food and had no fuel in her
house. she is reported to have had a con-
siderable sum of money on deposit in a
Rochester bank.
A MEMORABLE BLIZZARD.

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Feb. 13.—The
snow storm developed during the morn-
ing into a blizzard. reminiscent of the
great storm of 1888. At noon to-day a
foot of snow had fallen on the level, and

;'oads leading into the country were drift-

All of the Sound steamboats are tied
up by the storm and it was announced Nelson & Bedlington Railway Ap-
that none of the Fall River, Stonington,
i venture to
made trips until the storm ceases and
and the entrance into Hell Gate is free

BEarly in the afternoon street car traf-
fic which had. been carried on with more
or less success during the day was par- i 4
tially paralyzed by the stopping of the| Company is appealing from the {
lines on 8th and| decision of the Exchequer court asses
The Broadway cable
and most of the horse car lines about the

New York, Feb. 13 N treasury department says that Canadian
s ) . D S
danger of a bread famine in the city if | vessels

stroyed. Many vessels have been driven
ashore, and reports of the stranding of
others are being received from every-
where.

The Dbattleship Trafalgar went adrift
at Portsmeuth and was almost in colli-
sion with the cruiser Terrible when she
was secured by two tugs which had been
hired to catch her.

temperature is mild.

st sty gt o cwviaes| NUN OF 10 UAPLTAL

Superintendent Potter said" it was use-
less to attempt to do anything as they

a 4
Switch in such a raging blizzard. Drifts| Liberal Organ Foreshadows Fruit-
high #vere prevalent
throughout the island and the wind blew
the snow on the track almost as fast as

less End of Washington Treaty
N. gotiations.

plying for Permission to Use
Crow’s Nest Line.

From Our Own Correspomient,
Ottawa, Feb. 183.—The Goold’ B!

ing damages for alleged infringement oi
Dunlop tire patents.

A recent ruling of the Washington

cannot secure United States
charters to Cuban and Porto Rican ports
unless by special act of congress,

The Ottawa Free Press, the Liberal
organ, foreshadows the failure of nego-
tiations at Washington, and suggests to
the Canadian commissioners that they
should come home,

A change has been made in the town-
ships to be located by the Doukohbors
80 as to bring them all in the Territories.

Assistant City Engineer Perrault was
dismissed to-day for alleged irregulari-
ties.

Sir Henri Joly is sending samples of
Canadian grown tobacco to Europe to
see if it can be utilized there.

The Nelson & Bedlington railway is
asking the railway committee for per-
mission to run over tlie Crow’s Nest rail-
way. If permission is given it will save
the construction of ten miles of road
between Nelson and the junction, where
the new line would connect with the
Crow’s. Nest.

O
TWO DIVORCES.
Well Known Members of London So-
ciety Involved in the Decrees.

London, Feb. 13.—Baron Carl Dem-
erck (?) has secured a divorce on the
ground of adultery committed by his
wife with her maid’s brother. The Bar-
oness was formerly Miss Lilian Young,
and said to be an American woman.

Francis Baring was to-day awarded a
decree of divorce on the ground that his
wife had been guilty of adultery with his
cousin, the Hon. Reginald Thomas Dud-
ley Brougham, brother of Baron Brough-
lam. All the parties to the suit are well
| known in society.
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Despite the severity of the storm, the| Fourth U. S. cavalry has relieved the
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AN BASY Phiy

Bombardrd and Occupied by Axer.
ieans Without ihe Lyss
of a Man,

Insurgents Kired the Town ayg
Fled—Aguinaldo’s Men GFeatly
Discouraged. :

By Associated Press,

Washington, Feb. 13.—8hortly beforer mig
night Adjt.-Gen. Corbin made pubiic ‘
following despatch from Maj.-Gen, Dtis
.regardln‘g the capture of the town of Tloily
Dy the American forces under Gen. Mijjep
on the 11th inst.:

‘“Manila, Feb. 13.—Gen. Miller reports
from lloilo that town taken 11th instay,
and held by troops. Insurgents given un-
til evening 11th to surrender, but thej;
hostile action brought about an engage
ment during the morning. Insurgents fireq
native portion of the town, but little loyg
to property of foreign inhabitants, Ny
ggs,l'xalties among the W. 8. troops report

the

Manila, Feb. 13.—The TU. S. gunboat
Petrel arrived late last evening with (eg
batches from Brig.-Gen. Marcus P. Miljer
to Maj.-Gen. Otis, annoancing that Iloj),
had been taken by the eombined military
and naval forces on Saturday morning,
Gen. Miller on receipt of information from
Manila put militury commissioners ashop
from the transporc St. Paul with a com-
munication for th. rebel governor of Iloij,
calling upon his to surrender within
stated timne and warning him not to mgj.
a demons:ration i the interval, 1
immediatly moved their guns and prepare
to defenu their position, Thereupon tp,
Petrel.ﬂre(l two warning guns, the rebels
Immediately opening fire upon her. The
Petrel and the Baltimore then bombardeq
the town which the rebels had set on fir
and immediately evacuated.

American [troops were promptly landeg
und.extlngmshed the fires in all cases of
foreign prpperty, but not before econsider.

lieved the enemy’s loss during the bom
bardment was heavy, but no American
causalties were reperted!

WOUNDED: IN. THE TRENCHES,
_Manila, Feb. 13 (4:05 p.m.)—The 20t;
Kansas and the 1st Idaho volunteers | ,
been recalled from the marsh lands nort)
of Malabon, and the former is now ep
trenched in front of Caloocan. The Ay,
erican line forms a complete cordon twenty
two miles in length from the coast on th
north almost to Paranaque, south of )f;
nila. There has been no change in ti.
disposition of the troops, except that th,.
ldaho volunteers, and a battalion of
23rd infantry has been Stationed on the
flank to prevent the rebels sneaking along
the beach. | The enemy are busily throwine
up entrenchments on their left, sharpshoot
ers in the jungle covering their opera-
tions.

Several Americans were wounded in the
trenches to-day. Second Lieut. Geo, A.
Seaman, of battery B, Utah artillery, was
shot in the leg while standing by his
Four men of the 20th Kansas volunt
were wounded sliglitly last night.
vate Briton, Company B, and Priv
Stevens, Company G, of the Kansas r
ment, were wounded.

Al fhe enemy’s dead at Caloocan hav
beer Luried, one hundred and twenty-seven
iiast Saturday and three hundred yester
ay.

The T. 8. ermiser Charleston has move|
up the eoast. and is now off Malose, the
t & zalled” Filipino government,

6 faetimated at about eight miles,
P AUNGRY AND TIRED.
Fei., 14.—Reuter's Telegr
ieceived the following
Manila, dated February 13,

IO
m;

ture of Caloocan a Spaniard
wno had been a prisoner there came -
the Americans, holding up his hands a
said that the Filipinos had offered to 1
lease the Spaniards, especially the artil
lerymen, if they would undertake to fight
against the Americans at $4 a day. Most
of the Spaniards refused, and even those
who accepted the offer did so in the hope
of effecting an escape. The rebels, occord-
ing to this informant, are discontented.
unpaid, unfed and thoroughly disillusion-
ized, the talismanic wafers being of no
avail against wounds, hunger and fari-
gue.

“‘On Friday Aguinaldo visited Polo, a few
miles north of Caloocan, and addressed the
Filipino troops there, claiming that he
had won a victory and asserting that 2,300
| Americans had been kilted.”

HURRYING REINFORCEMENTS.

Washington, Feb. 13.—In spite of the as-
sumed complacency of the war department
over the Philippine situation, it is well
known that the department is anxious to
get all the reinforcements scheduled for
Manila started as soon as possible.  There
was considerable regret therefore at infor-
mation from Col. Hecker at New York
that the Sheridan, which was to start
to-day with the 12th infantry and the re-
maining battalion of the 17th, eould not
be ready for a week. The soldiers of the
18th were somewhat delayed by the storm.
but the department felt confident this
afternoon that it would have them in New
York by to-morrow.

e e O g
DRIFTING TO DEATH.
Six Skaters Carried Out Into Lak
Michigan While Hundreds Looked

on Helplessly,

Chicago, Feb. 12.—Sixteen skaters livin
in the suburbs of Rogers Park and L:l
Forest were carried out into Lake Michig:!
on the ice floes to-day. Ten of them we!
tescued and during the entire evening
searching parties made fruitless efforts i
Secure some trace of the
missing are:

_Attorney Elmer D, Brothers, employd
in the office of Attorney Luther Lath
Mills.

Miss Orel Manney, 17 years age. niec
of Attorney Brothers, years of age, ni

Chanuce Manney g ey
Brothers, ¥ Y, nephew of Attorne:

George Mallory, student of Lake Forest

missing six. T

umvverslty; home in Pontiac, Ills,
Guy Garron, student at Lake
university; home in St. Anne, Ills.
Arthur Fletcher, Revenswood park
All of those who were rescued were
carried out on the' jce off Lake Forest
and two of the number who ventured on
the frozen lake there are Supposed to have
been drowned. The remaining three of

Forest

Larwon, EWGILLET <P
ON

TORONTO ONT.

o .i,mzw-nm_

fruitless efforts this mod.

the sixteen were carried away on a floe
2.?‘-,5;""““ Park.t and the Chicago life-
4 Crew spen 3 i searching
e J ) the night in searching
Attorney Brothers, who is a prominent
amateur photographer, had ;:(mrg3 out on
the ice, accompanied by his niece and
nephew, to take Some . pictures of the
shore. He had taken several ‘‘shots,”
when suddenly the ice broke. The vast
force exerted on the floe near shore,
upon which the wunfortunate party were,
caused a rapid disintegration. Before Mr.
.Brolhm's realized his position, (}S(}:l]’)(“ was
Impossible, At dusk, Mrs, Brothers, alarm-

ed at the absence of her husband, reported
to the police. , Fully a m 1 Lo shio
faint flashes of ; A LR

tween the shore angd v f
il the points where the

om shore
light could be s e

were distinguishable, floated im-

but without succegs.  Finally tele-

phone calls for aid were se
Several life boats were e R
and started to the rescue,

loaded upon trains
Tugs were unable to make the sii
impression upon the pack, and after siggzg

e o
abandoned, f rescue was

ll:’l‘eacher’s Disfra
ruck Out of Bil
Attorney-Gene

ng Public Servant
Rights of Citizex

MONDAY, F

nticipations were fully
i t to the debate upon
Elections bill, the fund
le of which is the disfra
@ civil service, proving
most animated and intere
t session. It opened
. been sitting halt an
ternoon, -and was still in pi
the hands of the -clock indig
sual hour of adjournment
‘ken then having the goor.
get of the debate Attorney-
. tin gave the character of
'a different complexion from
' ‘dicated by the measure, st
‘had not been his intention
‘the government party, to o
‘yisions apply to the schoo)
rovince. That it did s
atirely his fault in s
ng of the measure, a
would take steps to ren
as the committee stage wa
The estimates were not
table :as ‘had ‘been promised
age, but two very important
bills were distributed during
and the registrar’'s announc
eleetion of W. C. Wells for
Koetenay was read and en
house journals in the -cusf
There has been some delay i
arrival in the Capital, but
graphed that he will take hi
first :qpportunity, although
have been initiated in tne
his election. The grounds stj
the rveturning officer did
reach the place of nominat
expiry of time; that his de
to accept the nmomination of
rest, -of Donald, when it wa
dered; and .that he, when h
also refused the nominatio
rest, '‘without looking wc thd
sented him, under the mis
that he himself was propose
didate.
The Speaker took the chai
and prayers were read by

lie Clay.
A PETITION

Mr. Munroe presenced a
ratepayers -of the -municipal
ley, -asking welief from th
complications, which petitid
and received.

REPORTED TO THE

Mr. Higgins ,presented a
the private ‘bills committee,
to the house the bill for the
of the Atlin Southern Railw
This report was adopted.

PUBLIC ACCOUX

Mr. Prentice presented th
of the .public accounts comn
was read as follows:

“That the -overdraft at t
British Columbia on Februa
was $784,171.25. Prior to
interest on :$600,000 was ¢l
4 per .cent., this being -the
ovendraft to November 17
ther amount of $200,000 w
for at 815 per cent. 'On No|
new arrangement was ma
bank whereby interest was
3 per .cent. on the entire oy

NEW MEASURHE

Mr. Cotton introduced a b
trades and other license
Deane a bill to amend th
Clauses act, each of these m
ing read a first time and se
reading at the next sitting

A COMMITTEE OF I

Mr. Higgins moved, secor
Prentice, that a select ««
appointed to ‘“‘consist of M
tice, A. W. Smith, Macphe
ken and the mover, to visit
gaol, juvenile reformatory,
Refuge Home, Victoria, to
the working of these instit
power to send for persons
and take evidence, and repo
of their enquiries to this hol

In explanation the junior
Esquimalt said that the
and the reformatory were 1|
ment institutions, whereas
Home, while not coming
heading, had received a very
donation last year from the
and was therefore open to
proposed. It was Suppose(
undenominational institution
not receive assistance from t

The resolution was agree

FINALLY DISPOSE]

The reports from the hous
on the following bills were ti
and the measures 1{;!111(‘(1
third and final readings:

Real Property bill—Attorne

Steam Boilers Inspection
«Commissioner. g

Execution bill—Attorney-G4

Judgments bill—Attorney-(

Absconding Debtors bill.
General.

Land Registry bill—Attorr

Department of Mines bill
Minister.

Department of TLands and
—Chief Comimissioner.

THE ORDER DISCHA|

Hon. Mr. Cotton asked tha)
for committee on the ‘Succef
bill be discharged. He gave
atioin, and the order was (
in accordance with his requ

PROVINCIAL ELECTIO!

In moving the so-mn'd rea
Provincial Elections bill, th
General said he thought that
explanation might be due to
The amendments proposed t
ing law—or nearly all, perhay
exception of one—were of

nical nature. There were £

provisions for making Ih«-_(*()
the voters’ list more definit
fore a revision once a year hd
vided for it was now intend
the revision semi-annual, Wi
ity was proposed to be given

Governor-in-council to arran

gether new lists in_the cities

Vancouver, New -Westminst:

naimo. By way .of illustra

appeared almost six thousan
the list for Victoria City, wi
cent election only sometl}m
votes were cast all told, ind
a remarkably large proporf
voters named on the list hac
appear upon it, having either
the city. It might with reas
why, if a new list were desi
city, it should not be equall
and desirable in the country.
that it was equally desirable,
in the cities greater facilit
seminating informatioin quid
would be difficult to get the
the district to enter their
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TGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

seheol Teacher’s Disfranchisement
struck Out of Bill by the
Attorney-General.

opposition Protest Against Depriv-
ing Public Servants of the
Rights of Citizenship.

MONDAY, February 13.

Anticipations were fully realized with
respect to the debate upon the Provoin-
cial Blections bill, the fundamental prin-
ciple of which is the disfranchisement of
the civil service, proving eone of the
most animated and interesting of the
present session. It opened ere the house
had been sitting half an hour this .af-
ternoon, and was still in pregress when
the hands of the «clock indicated six, the
usual heur of .adjournment, Mr. Helme-
ken then having the goor. At the out-
et of the debate Attorney-General Mar-
tin gave the character of the bill quite
4 different complexion from .that self-in-
dicated by the measure, stating that it
had not been his intention, mor that of
he government party, to amake its pro-
visions apply to the school teachers of
the province, That it did so was purely
and entirely his fault in supervising the
drafting of the measure, and .this fault
he would take steps to remedy as soon
45 the committee stage was reached.

The estimates were not .Jaid on the
1able :as ‘had ‘been promised several 'days

go, but two very important government
bills were distributed -during .the sitting,
and the registrar’s announcement of the
cleetion of W. C. Wells for North East
Kootenay was read and entered on the
use journals in the .customary way.
There has been some delay in Mr. Wells’
arrival in the ‘Capital, but he has tele-
craphed that he will take his seat at the
irst -opportunity, although  proceedings
have been initiated in tne courts to void
his election. The grounds stated are that
the returning .officer did mnot himself
reach the place of nomination until the
expiry of time; that his deputy refused
to accept the nomination of Thomas For-
rest, -of Donald, when it was legally ten-
dered; and .that he, when he did arrive,
also refused the nomination of Mr. Fot-
‘est, 'without looking ac the ,papers pre-
<ented him, wunder the misapprehension
that he himself was proposed as the can-
didate.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock
ind prayers were read by Rev. W. Les-

» Clay.

A PETITION.

Mr. Munroe presenced a petition from
ratepayers -of the municipality of Lang-
ley, asking velief from their financial
complications, which petition was read
and ireceived.

REPORTED TO THE HOUSE.

Mr., Higgins presented a report from

ihe private bills committee, transmitting | pi

1o the house the bill for the incorporation

i the Atlin Southern Railway Company. | legislation—there being
3 S

This report was adopted.
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

Mr. Prentice presented the first report|2da, in that of
¢ the public accounts committee, which|9f much-despised Manitoba. It

wis read as follows:
“That the -overdraft at the Bank of
British Columbia on February 12, 1899,
wus $784,171.25. Prior to November 30,
nterest on ‘$600,000 was chargeable at
er cent., this being the limit of the
raft to November 17 when a fur-
~ amount of $200,000 was arranged
t 3% per cent. ‘On November 30 a
rrangement was made with the
whereby interest was veduced to
cent. on the entire overdraft.”
NEW MEASURES.
Cotton introduced a bill respecting
ics and other licenses, and Mr.
Ieane a bill to amend the Municipal
auses act, each of these measures be-
cad a first time and set for second
reading at the next sitting of the house.
A COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY.
r. Higgins moved, seconded by Mr.
itice, that a select committee - be
pointed to *“‘consist of Messrs. Pren-
ce, A, W. Smith, Macpherson, Helme-
en and thé mover, to visit the Victoria
juvenile reformatory, Victoria, and
Refuge Home, Vietoria, to enquire into
he working of these institutions, with
power to send for persons and papers
nd take evidence, and report the result
their enquiries to this house.”
In explanation the junior member for
IXsquimalt said that the Victoria gaol
and the reformatory were both govern-
nent institutions, whereas the Refuge
Home, while not coming under this
heading, had received a very considerable
donation last year from the government,
nd was therefore open to the enquirty
roposed. It was supposed to be an
ndenominational institution or it could
not receive assistance from the province.
The resolution was agreed to.
FINALLY DISPOSED OF.
The reports from the house committee
n the following bills were then adopted,
and the measures named passed their
third and final readings:
Real Property bill—Attorney-General.
Steam Boilers Tnspection  bill—Chief
Commissioner.
Execution bill—Attorney-General.
Judgments bill—Attorney-General.
Absconding Debtors bill. — Attorney-
General.
Land Registry bill—Attorney-General.
Department . of Mines bill— TFinance
Minister.
Department of Lands and Works bill
—Chief Commissioner,
THE ORDER DISCHARGED.
Hon. Mr. Cotton asked that the order
for committee on the ‘Succession Duty
bill be discharged.. He gave no explan-
atioin, and the order was disposed of
in accordance with his request.
PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS BILL.
In moving the second reading of the
Provincial Elections bill, the Attorney-
General said he thought that some slight
explanation might be due_to the house.
The amendments proposed to the exist-
ing law—or nearly all, perhaps with the
exception of one—were of rather tech-
nical nature. There were for example,
provisions for making the compilation of
the voters’ list more definite. Hereto-
fore a revision once a year had been pro-
vided for it was now intended to make
the revision semi-annual, while author-
ity was proposed to be given the Lieut.-
Governor-in-council to arrange for algo-
gether new lists in the cities of Vietoria,
Vancouver, New Westminster and Na-
naimo. By way .of illustratioin, there
appeared almost six thousand voters on
the list for Victoria City, while at a re-
cent election only something like 3,000
votes were cast all told, indicating that
a remarkably large proportion of the
voters named on the list had no right to
appear upen it, having either died or left
the city. It might with reason be asked
why, if a new list were desirable in the
city, it should not be equally necessary
and desirable in the country. Admitting
that it was equally desirable, there were
in the ecities greater facilities for dis-
seminating informatioin quickly, and it

Laol,

| themselves missing from the pew list.

1| instead of 8 and its closing at 7:30. Th
y . The
j reason fer this change was the conveni-

fiew roll, especially as there was no elec-
tion at hand. In any event the rural
lists did not appear so full of faults as
the city lists, and the new lists for the
four cities it was thought would meet
.the present necessities of the situation.
.When the bill now offered for second
reading, became law, the old lists in the
cities would be absolately done away
with, and it was imperative for one and
all to register if they wished their names
upon the lists. They would have ample
opportunity for doing so, and would Have
only themselves to blame if they found

e€re was another provision in the bill
that was ngw—that portion previding
for the opening of the poll in ecities at 9

ence of the workingman, who at presen
found it very difficult some ti-lgles t(f
get to ‘the polls, through being obliged
lt]q steal the time required for castsing
hxs votg from his allowance of the noon
. l;mr. A crowd at the polling booth was
therehy created, and very often the work-
Ingman after waiting for some time, was
obliged after'all to return to work with-
out gpportunity to cast his vote. This
Provision of the bill applied only to the
cities, for there only the necessity was
f_ound_—th.e hours for veting in the coun-
try districts remained the same, Still
anothex: provision was made by which
great inconvenience and loss of time
would be obviated in the cities each
ballqt box being counted by the per-
son in charge of it, and there being sep-
arate ballot boxes for the several polling
divtsgons. Provision was also made for
clearing up the uncertainties existing un-
der the bresent act with respect to the
presentation of election petitions the
law in this respect—acconding to the At-
torney-Ger.leral’s reading—being “a most
obscure piece of bungling.” To make
the matter clear and workable, it wag
provided that the general practice of the
Supreme court should apply and be fol-
lowed, except where specially provided
for case * arose, these being explicitly
giea.lt with in the bill. Then again, as
indicated several days ago, the direc,tion
of the provinical elections was taken out
of the hands of the registrar of the Su-
breme court, whose duties were in no
way _identified - with such work, and
p!:lcgd in the hands-of the deputs" pro-
vincial secretary, as in all other of the
provinces. Section 35 aimed to make the
law general that no election petition
should be tried during a session of par-
liament, this, too, being parallel to the
law of other provinces, the Dominion of
Canada, and the Imperial House of
Commpl;s. Had the former governments
of British Co i 6 date
lumbia done their duty
there would have been suchfs necessary
measure on the statute books years ago
and no necessity would have arisen fm"
the special legislation of the early part
of the present session, to which S0 great
objection had been raised, and which in
reality Jhad for its sole purpose, what:
ever might be said to the contrary, the
assuramnce of representation durin,'g’ this
%r(t)erstéﬁltYs;essxono to East Lillooet and
D ale. siti ions
Sleneit ) (Opposition expressions of
Another proposition contained in the
11 had for its object the correction of
yet another astounding omission in past
no provision at
a recount. Such a
found in the law of Can-
Ontario, and even in that
) had
been part of the general law in these
provinces and in the Dominion ever since
the ballot system had been in‘voduced,
a;xd_was most necessary and u-:eful, ob-
viating tedious and expensive proceed-
1ngs, and greatly reducing the 1:mber of
clection appeals finding their way into
the courts. Now, as to the most im-
portant change brought about by this
pro.posed. measure—the change upon
which dispute would be most likely to
arise, and which he had left for consid-
eration last of all. This change was
outlined in section 3 of the bill, which
snu_gpt to exclude from participation in
politics the regular members of the pro-
vincial civil service, the section in its en-
tirety reading:
“ No judge of the Supreme or County
Court, no sheriff or deputy sheriff, no em-
plo'yce of the provincial government who
is in receipt of salary of at least twenty-
five dollars per month, no sailor, marine
or soldier in the Imperial service, and no
officer & the Imperial service on full pay
shall b®entitled to have his name placed
upon the register of voters for any elec-
toral distriet.”
This was a question that had been
much debated, pro and con, and on
which the other provinces had divided
in their expressions of opinion as indi-
cated by their governing legislation.
Some went even so far as to exclude
from the exercise of the franchise the
members of the Dominion as well as the
Provincial civil service The question
was largely identified with that of a per-
manent civil service, the principle of
which was to allow appointees to retain
their positions so long as their duties
were properly performed, and they re-
frained from active participation in poli-
tical warfare. It would be admitted,
he thought, by every advocate of a per-
manent civil service policy, that ecivil
servants must be prevented from active
participation in election campaigns, and
the object of section 3 of this measure
was to accentuate this principle, it being
contended that the best thing that could
happen to a civil servant was to debar
him entirely from being brought into
the turmoil of politics by depriving him
of a vote. Those who had gone into the
civil service with the intention of giving
their best service to the country and
making it their life work, would be the
first to approve the principle enunciated
by this measure; and on the other hand,
they formed but a small proportion of
the entire electorate, by whom the bill
would certainly be favored. The propo-
sition was simply this—that so long as
a man drew his salary from the public,
he had no right to econcern himself about
the politics of those plased over him, as
the representatives of his employers—the
public.

The other change in the same section
was based upon another principle alto-
gether. It would be admitted by every-
one having at heart the welfare of the
country that the soldiers and sailors of
the Imperial government who happened
to be stationed here for a short time, or
at Vancouver, or any port in the prov-
ince, could know mnothing about the
province, its interests or its affairs, and
therefore were not eligible to have a
voice in saying to whose hands those
affairs should be entrusted. It was for
this reason that it was proposed in this
bill to exclude them from voting, and the
same argument applied in the case of
officers of Her- Majesty’s service, who
might perhaps be here for years it was
true, but who were at all times subjeet
to orders that- would immediately take
them away from the province a_nd all its
concerns. Looking at the subject mat-
ter of this bill from a purely party
standpoint, and it would appear the very
worst legislation that a government could
present. The members of the civil ser-
vice were chosen as a very general rule
from among the supporters of the gov-
ernment under which the appointments
were made, and would naturally support
the government ' in power. The very

the present time for
provision was

worst that could happen to the present

election, and as the ¢
ued in power it was /in the nataral order,
of events that its rawer in the civil ser-
vice vote would  comtinually increase.
This. was a poin’ which he merely men-
tioned; the fact was that the government
was actuated rolely by its-desire to main-
tain in all its efficienty the principle of
a permaneat civil service, removed as
far as possible from the arena of poli-
tics. It had been pointed out since the
bill had been 1aid before the house that
it disfranchised the school teachers. This
was something that had mever been con-
templated by the government, the party
or himself. He found on looking
through the bill that the complaint was
well founded, and when the measure
passed into committee he, would see that
steps were taken to assare to the teachers
the right of the franchise which it had
never been contemplated to take from
them. ™The error was one resting upon
himself entirely, in his supervision of the
drafting of the bill, and he would see
that it was effectively remedied.

MR. TURNER was glad to hear the
Attorney-General’s explanation contain-
ing the assurance that the school teachers
at least would be allowed to retain the
‘right of citizenship, a chief cause of ob-
jeetion to the bill being thereby removed.
The Attorney-General had devoted him-
self largely to details of the bill that were
not of especial interest to either the
house or the country, paying but little
attention to the sting of the measure,
which was found in the head—in that
third section that had been left to the
last, and then passed over with only the
most superficial defence. The provision
for a recount would not meet with any
opposition. Indeed it might have been
well had such a provision been earlier
introduced, as in that event the honor-
able gentlemen opposite would have two
members less sitting on their ‘side than
now. The Attorney-General had en-
deavored to make a point by saying that
it was not as a step towards securing a
party advantage that the goverhment
proposed to disfranchise the civil service,
and had intimated that the constitution
of the provincial civil service would ere
long be so materially altered that it
would consist almost altogether of sup-
porters of the government. This could
certainly be taken as nothing less than a
not very delicate hint that the policy of
decapitation was to be energetically pur-
sued, and the places filled out of the
office-seeking friends of the party. There
was oue thing about this proposed dis-
franchisement that appeared to him (Mr.
Turnyr) incomprehensible—why was it
that an employee of the government re-
ceiving a salary of $25 or less per month
was adjudged worthy of the right of the
franchise, while the man receiving $30
or $100 a month was deemed incapable
of giving an honest vote? And why, if
the government was so interested in pre-
serving the principle underlying the main-
tenance of a permanent civil service,
should they take the stand of separating
the school teachers from the rest of the
civil servants? There was serious -
consisteney here which the Attorney-
General would find it hard to explain.
As to the broad principle of excluding
the members of the civil service from
exercising their right of the franchise, it
was essentially’ in defiance of the spirit
of the age, which in England, and in all
other countries of advanced thought and
enlightenment, was moving in the con-|
trary direction, removing where possible
every obstacle that stood in the way of
enabling all branches of the civil service
to participate in citizenship. In Great
Britain long steps in this direction were
now being taken, and the lessons to be
found in the experience of other coun-
tries indicated this bill now presented to
be a backward move instead of forward.
He did not agree with the Attorney-Gen-
eral that the members of the civil ser-
vice would hail with rejoicing this propo-
sition to deprive them of the right of citi-
zenship, especially as he could testify to
the fact that they as a class were men
of markedly superior intelligence, as
much ‘interested—and perhaps more in-
terested—in the material advancement of
the province than the Attorney-General
himself. The remarks of the Attorney-
General with respect to the exclusion of
the Imperial service vote would lead the
house to believe that the law had been
to give the franchise to every soldier or
sailor coming to Esquimalt in any of
Her Majesty’s ships. This was an en-
tirely erroneous presentation of the case.
There had at no time been any intention
of doing this, and it was only the intelli-
gent men of Her Majesty’s expert artisan
or officer class that, having become per-
manent residents, had applied for and
exercised the right of the franchise. .The
junior member for Esquimalt, if he re-
membered right, was the one who had
first introduced the provisions to enable
these men to vote, but now, under the
impression that they had voted against
him, he was quite ready to pronounce
them unworthy of the right of the fran-
chise. But should they be deprived of
citizenship for this reason? How about
citizenship for this reason? = How about
the Canadian service and Dominion af-
fairs—were the officers and men directly
concerned prevented from voting? Not
at all. He did not wish to say or think
that the honorable gentlemen opposite
were antagonistic to Her Majesty’s
forces, although Victorians well knew the
stand that that portion of the press aim-
ing to represent them had taken on this
subject.  Victorians had not forgotten
the contempt poured upon the soldiers of
the Queen by the Times, and he hoped
it was not the intention of the govern-
ment or of any gentleman on the other
side of the. house to stand by the posi-
tion taken by the paper in question. As
so radical a change was proposed in this
bill, and especially in view of the changed
conditions presented since the Attorney-
General had announced it to be incorrect
as relating to the disfranchisement of
the teachers, he thought it would be well
if the Attorney-General would make the
necessary corrections and present the
bill as it was the intention of the govern-
ment to stand by it, the debate being in
the meanwhile adjourned. He moved in
accordance with this suggestion that the
debate be adjourned until the next sitting
of the house.

Hon. Mr. Semlin, while he would have
been glad to grant every courtesy to
members of the other side, could not see
that any argument had been adduced by
the leader of the opposition, in justifica-
tion of his motion. He therefore op-
posed the request for an adjournment of
the debate at its present stage.

The motion was then put to the vote
and negatived by 18 to 14—names not
being recorded.

MR. McPHILLIPS, continuing the
debate, commented upon the lamb-like
innocence with which the Attorney-Gen-
eral had advanced this bill, assuring the
hcase that it was for the purpose—and
that purpose alone—of preserving - the
civil service of the province on a plane
far removed from the contamination of
politics. He himself saw quite another
motive for the measure—a motive which
was far from being in the best interest
of the people. In regard to the exclusion
from the right of voting of the judges of
the Supreme and County courts and of
sheriffs and their deputies, this was the
law in Ontario and in Manitoba; it was
also the law of Manitoba, but not that
of Ontario, to exclude provincial em-
ployees in receipt of salaries of $300 and
upwards. Precedent for this measure
could not, therefore, be found in the law

would be difficult to get the residents of
the distriet to enter their names on a

government from the civil service had
therefore happeped at the last general

of the older province of Ontario. There
was indeed no precedent of public policy
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established for the enactment of legisla-
tion such as this. It would have been
a very different proposition if the Attor-
ney-General had shown, or even endeav-
ored to show, that the civil service of
British Columbia had at any time mani-
fested undue -interest in politics or had
exercised improperly the franchise that
had been left in their hands. The fact
that he had been unable to suggest such
a thing was argument against his own
proposition, for it showed that the right
of citizensixip had been exercised dis-
creetly and in just the manner contem-
plated by those who in their wisdom al-
lowed the servants of the province to
retain their rights of the ballot. The
motive which appeared clear to him in
this piece of legislation was that the
government suspected the members of
the civil service of being antagonistic to
their policy and methods. Kven the
secrecy of the ballot had perhaps not
been sufficient to protect these men from
bhaving inquiry set on foot as to how
they voted; and so desperate did the
government look upon their position that
they had determined to kill this vote at
least as quickly as possible—this was the
wmotive sticking out of the whole measure
in so far as the civil service was con-
cerned. In Ontario the framers of the
statute had been careful to specifically
exclude those whom it was deemeda ex-
pedient to exclude from voting, and in
regard to which cause might be shown—
nowhere was there such wholesale dis-
franchisement as here proposed; even
the clerks in the government offices who
never came in contact with the public
in any way were to have their citizen-
ship destroyed. There was, he main-
tained, no precedent far such sweeping
legislation—outside of the provinece of
Manitoba, so often held up by the Attor-
ney-General as an object lesson and pat-
tern for British Columbia. British Col-
umbia herself had a history extending
over half a century, and he did not for
his own part see the necessity for accept-
ing the legislation of the younger and
essentially dissimilar prevince of Mani-
toba as a copy, simply because it had
been the former home of the Attorney-
General, and he had been favored with
considerable political distinction during
his residence there. Besides working an
injustice to the members of the civil ser-
vice, this bill offered gratuitous insult to
the forces of the Queen—the bulwarks
and glgry of our country—whose mem-

bers ti# Attorney-General of British Col-

umbia with his followers aimed to put

on the scale with the degraded Chinaman
or the ignorant Indian— -

Mr. J. M. Martin (interjecting)—Or
judges of the Supreme Court.

Mr. McPhillips replied that the propo

sition here was a very different one,

the smartness of the rejoindpr not hav-

ing sound sense to support it. It had

never been intended to single these men

of the service out for special qualification

as voters. They only became entitled to

exercise the franchise when they, as any

others, took up their residence; and they

were required to take the same declara-

tion as any other voter. Then why were

they not quite as much entitled to the

exercise of the franchise? No argument

whatever had been advanced to justify

the position taken by the Attorney-Gen-

eral—he had jmerely spoken to deceive

the house and the people, leading them

to believe that these men of Her Majes-

ty’s forces were in some special mannep

allowed to vote, whereas the fact was

that they only became voters when they

became citizens as anyone else. Here

again was seen the same underlying mo-

tive for the bill—motive sufficient to in-

duce the Attorney-General of British

Columbia to offer gratuitous insult to

the defenders of our Queen and coun-

try. The motive beneath the bill, second

reading of which was now asked, was

one which did not ‘deserve the cloak of
“public policy” which it had been at-

tempted to give it, and any honorable

member who failed to express his dis-

sent from the proposition involved, would

in his opinion be failing in the exercise
of his duty, and unworthy of the res-

ponsibility cast upon him by the people
he had been chosen to represent.

MR. NEILL had understood the mem-
ber for Viectoria City to say that the
members of the government side, all

things being determined in caucus, spoke
when legislation came before the house
only for amusement. For his part he
would have liked to know if members of
the opposition spoke only for amusement.

If this were the case, he could only tell
the junior member for Victoria that he
derived no amusement from his speeches
—only pitiful sorrow. Continuing, he
accused Mr. McPhillips of ignorance of
his subject, condemned him for insinuat-
ing base motives to the members oppo-
site, and for himself, denied the insinua-
tion or accusation. The member for
Alberni then proceeded to eulogize the
secret ballot, and declared that all the
members of the now opposition had voted
against it—

“Order,” called out the senior mem-
ber for Victoria (Mr. Helmcken)—"I
voted for it.”

“With one exception, I was about to
say,” proceeded Mr. Neill, who next
argued that provincial constables not be-
ing at present entitled to vote, no'hurd-
ship would result from the exclusion of
Imperial soldiers or officers from the ex-
ercise of the franchise. Referring again
to Mr. McPhillips eulogization of the
rank and file, he declared that it made
his chest swell as perhaps the only repre-
sentative in the house of the rank and
file to hear them so spoken of—

Here Mr. McPhillips interrupted, to
observe that he too had had some con-
nection with the service.

Mr. Neill was glad to-hear this from
the junior member for Victoria. He
doubted very much, however, whether
that honorable gentleman knew the dif-
ference between officers, non-commis-
sioned officers, and rank and file; or be-
tween a brigade major and a sergeant-
major. Even if the men were allowed to
vote as the member for Victor desired,
it was always in the power of an officer
to instruet them not to go to the polls.
As for Mr. McPhillips’ positively melt-
ing remarks as to the exiled soldiers far
away from home, and the consolation
that the right of the ballot afforded, it
would be remembered that at home the
soldier or the sailor was not a voter by
any means. ; .

This Mr. McPhillips briefly denied; in
the Old Country it was quite competent
for a soldier or a sailor to qualify as a
householder or in numerous other ways
establishing citizenship. :

MR. EBERTS, touching in his open-
ing remarks upon the fact that the At-
torney-General had once more seen fit
to belittle and deride the laws of British
Columbia, thought it should be cause
for great rejoicing among the people of
the province to know that a man of
eminence had at last come among them,
who was not only capable of laying down
for them a perfect code of law, but who
who would make that code a code Na-
poleon. This newly arrived wise man,
who found nothing good in the laws of
British Columbia, might m.deed be h13n-
self referred to as something of a Na-
poleon, for he certainly 'had assumed the
role of the dictator in his manner of pro-
nouncing the fate of the legislation of the
country, and in his manner of ruling
the house. It was not pleasant, however,
to hear the English laws, from which the

laws of all other parts of the Empire
and indeed the English speaking world
were drawn constantly referred to in ex-
pressions of contempt; and for his own
part he held that it was nonsense to hold
the views expressed by the Attorney-
General in this regard. The conditions
prevailing in England were not so es-
sentially dissimilar from those in. Brit-
ish Columbia; the people in England were
not so much unlike the people of British
_Golnmbia that election laws prevailing
in the Old Country could not in many
respects govern similar legislation here.
The laws of British Columbia as a whole,
he claimed, had worked well heretofore,
and admitting that changes must some-
times be made as their necessity and
contingencies arose this did not mean that
they ‘should be constantly changed for]
the mere purpose of changing them.
Hon. Mr. Martin had referred to the de-
plorable state of ‘the election law. That
law had ben good enough for the past
thirty or forty years; it had worked uni-
formly to the satisfaction of the elector-
ate. At the last general election, how-
ever, all kinds of tricks known to the
professional politician were resorted to
with the object of defeating the voice of
the electorate. He had himself been
twice elected without so much as the sug-
gestion of any charge being made against
him, and it was only when this importa-
tion had ben made from Manitoba that
such means had been resorted to. If
these methods were to prevail it was per-
haps well that the election law should be
simplified so that all ecould understand it
more readily.. He was glad that the At-
torney-General had taken the sting out
of this bill in a measure at least by say-
ing that it was not intended to have it
apply to school teachers—

Hon. Mr. Martin interrupted to say it
had not been taken out—it had never
been in.

Mr. Eberts—I quite understand you;
but it certainly was in the bill as it was
laid before us. Was it not in it last
Friday, and until the press throughout
the province raised such an outery that
the Attorney-General could plainly see
the feeling of the country regarding it?
Hon. Mr., Martin—What more can 1
say? 1 have solemnly protested to the
honorable gentlemen opposite that this
error in the bill was solely and entirely
my fault, arising through my careless-
ness in looking after the drafting of the
bill. Neither the government nor myself
at any time had any intention to dis-
franchise the teachers. Cannot the gen-
tiemen opposite take my solemn protesta-
tion of this? I will .take my affidavit
ty it if they so desire.

Mr. Eberts accepted the statement of
the Attorney-General, but pointed out to
that gentleman that members of the
house could not know this by intuition,
and their opinions of the bill had there-
fore been formed upon the measure as
it came before them. As for the propo-
sition to disfranchise the civil service,
he certainly regretted to see so intelli-
gent and honorable a body of men de-
prived of their rights as citizens. He
had never asked any employee of the
government how he was going to vote;
nor, did he think, had any of his col-
leagues—
Hon. Mr.
them to vote?
Mr. Eberts replied emphdatically in the
negative, and asked the Premier to ac-
cept his denial in this regard as fairly
and squarely as he did the explanation of
the Attorney-General.

“I will do so with pleasure,” said
Hon. Mr. Semlin.

Mr. Eberts, continuing, pointed out for
the benefit of the member for Alberni
that constables were excepted from vot-
ing, as they had an important duty to
perform in keeping order at elections and
enforcing the general law on such oceca-
sions. He also pointed out to the same
member that he was distinctly wrong in
his assertion that the ballot law was op-
pdsed by members of the late govern-
ment, when as a matter of fact it had
been voted for by all on both sides of the
house. As to the declaration of the
Attorney-General that if British Colum-
bia had had a law such as Ontario pos-
sessed providing for the non-trial of elee-
tion petitions -during the session of the
house, no such bill as Deane-Prentice
measure would have been a necessity.
This proposition was radically wrong, for
the Ontario statute made it specific that
the persons dealt with were only those
“who were duly qualified” to take
their seats—and therein lay the whole
difference. Even an American citizen
or a Chinaman could have taken his
seat under legislation such as had been
passed this session, and he could not be
removed during the continuance of the
session.

* Are you ready for the question?”
asked Mr. Speaker three times, the-bell
then sounding simultaneously with the
rising of Mr. Pooley and Mr. Higgins.

Mr. Speaker declared that the ques-
tion had been closed, but both members
holding their ground, reconsidered his de-
cision, and ruled that the debate might
proceed. The junior member then gave
way to the senior member, and the de-
bate continued.

MR. POOLEY observed that there
was but one section in this bill that was
worthy of consideration, and one only.
All else in the measure might be consid-
ered as matters of routine which the At-
torney-General regards as necessary for.
the improvement of the statute law.
That one section, providing for the dis-
franchisement of the ecivil service, ap-
peared more far-reaching than perhaps
any member recognized, for as the Do-
minion had adopted the Provinecial vot-
ers’ list for Dominion elections all these
members of the provincial civil service,
it appeared, would be debarred from hav-
ing any voice in the government of Can-
ada.

Hon. Mr. Martin interjected that there
was a saving clause in the Dominion
statute enabling the disfranchised pro-
vincial servants to vote upon making a
declartion in form prescribed.

Semlin—But did you ask

Mr. Pooley was glad to learn this. He
had not had opportunity to give the mat-
ter close inspection, and although he
realized that the bill had already been
passed and disposed of in the govern-
ment party caucus he thought it was a
point that might appeal to the members
opposite even yet. In regard to the pro-
posal to disfranchise the Imperial forces
who had for years been residents of the
province, especially those who had taken
up their homes in the neighborhood of
Esqgimalt, these gentlemen—and more
particularly those identified with the
work of the naval yard—had since 1871
been entitled to vote and in all the in-
tervening years had exercised that right.
It was useless for the Attorney-General,
himself a new arrival in the province, to
say that they had no interest in the prov-
ince, and did not understand its affairs
or appreciate the conditions under which
it was being developed. The majority
of these people were owners of their
own homes; some of them had very con-
siderable interests in the province. They
were permanent residents, in every way
identified with the progress and position
of British Columbia. Was it right then
to debar them from the exercise of the
right of the franchise? The men of the
service had been on the list for years.
They had been on the city list when “C”
battery had been stationed at Beacon
hill. They were transferred to Esqui-

' malt whe_n the battery was removed to
Work Point. Then came in the men of
the R.M.A, and the R.E., than whom
there were no two finer or more intel-
ligent corps in the British service. The
fact that they were in this service was
proof in itself that they were men of
superior intelligence and ability. And
because they came to this province to
play a very important part in its devel-
opment as a part of the great British
Empire it was proposed by this govern-
ment of British Columbia to place them
on the same plane as the Chinaman or
the Jap or the ignorant Siwash! That
was a fine form of consideration—a nice
sort of respect to.show to men who came
here as the protectors of our homes and
country—men whom no one could pro-
nounce ineapable of intelligently and
conscientiously - exercising the franchise.
At the last election' in Esquimalt both
he and the member opposite (Mr. Hig-
gins) had been candidates, and he might
say that he had at no time asked any
of these gentlemen of the service for his
vote or so much as spoken to him on the
subject. It was a disgrace, he reiterated,
to bring in such a measure, the object to
disfranchise such a y of men. This
section was the only thing in the bill;
but after hearing what hon. gentlemen
hpd to say about it, and what unques-
tionably the country would say if op-
portunity were offered, he hoped to see
the Attorney-General withdraw ‘the bill.
He could very well draw his pen through
_thls third section, and it would infinitely
increase the respect for him of the people
of British Columbia.

Mr. Prentice here essayed several times
to reply to Mr. Eberts in regard to the
special bill by which he was permitted
to take his seat in the house, but was
ruled down by Mr. Speaker.

. MAJOR-GEN. KINCHANT had very
lxttlg to say. It was to the effect that
soldiers did not vote in England as sol-
diers, but as householders and other
slmxlar qualifications. The soldiery of
France was the-only political soldiery of
which he had knowledge.

MR. HIGGINS was next heard from.
The member for South Victoria, he said,
had in a display of mock heroies that
would have done honor to Chinese New
Year laid it to his credit that this meas-
ure had been brought in. If so, he was
proud of having been so long a bone of
contention in the house. He denied that
Marines at Esquimalt voted~ until last
year, and he denied also that he had
been the first to introduce these men into
thg‘ arena of provincial politics. As to
this statement he courted the fullest in-
vestigation. When he now opposed the
right bping given these men to vote, he
maintained that he was acting in perfect
consistency with his former course; he
had always opposed their names being
placed on the list,.and so, to give him
Justice, had the senior member for Es-
quimalt. To tell the truth about the
matter, the Marine vote had only been
brought in at the last election for the
purpose of carrying Esquimalt for the
late government, in the face of the gen-
eral wish of the electorate, and for no
other purpose. If he had not seen fit
to cross to the other side of the house in
the spring of 1898, such an admission of
voters would never have taken place.
He denied, as Mr. Pooley had, that he
had ever asked a vote from the men of
the service in the late campaign, and de-
clined to discuss this bill from any other
standpoint than this disfranchisement,
which he considered a good thing and on
which he would support the measure. It
was possible that a clearer definition of
officers on full pay might be made, and
there were other improvements that
could be perfected in committee, but as
to the principle of the bill, it was alto-
gether worthy of support.

MR. PRENTICE confined his remarks
to clause 35 of the bill, and taking up a
supposed antithetical case, proceeded to
defend his position in detail from the
time he first presented himself as a candi-
date until he took his seat in the house
by virtue of the enabling bill. He pre-
sented a suppositious parallel for each
stage in his case, repudiating the respon-
sibility for its not having been disposed
of ere the house met, and promised that
the question of his qualification would
be left for the courts to decide within
two weeks of the rising of the house.
The courts, he asserted, would pronounce
in his favor, despite anything that Mr.
Eberts, counsel for his opponent, Mr.
Stoddart, might say to the contrary.
MR. DEANE described this piece of
legislation as *‘ like other bills—to correct
the mistakes of past legislation.” He
declared that assertion instead of argu-
ment had been used against the measure
by the members of the opposition, and
expressed the belief that the members
of the civil service would welcome the
proposed disfranchisement. In his own
district those members of the service
who had been at all friendly with him
prior to the late election had been told
in so many words that unless they sup-
ported the government and worked for
its return, they would be dismissed.

Mr. Turner rose to ask if he had heard
the member aright? Did he say the late
government had threatened with dismis-
sal any ecivil servant who opposed the
government in the late elections? If
this was what he said, it was altogether
incorrect.

Mr. Deane replied that it was not the
government” of which Mr, Turner had
been the head, but friends of that gov-
ernment, who had made threats of dis-
missal. He declined to say who those
friends were, or to furnish any particu-
lars. As to the proposed disfranchise-
ment of the Imperial forces. he quite ap-
proved of it, and thought it would be
approved by the business men of the
province. The proposed disfranchise-
ment of the entire civil service he thought
would be amply compensated for by the
enfranchisement of the workingmen who
by the extension of the polling hours in
cities would be enabled to record their
votes, as they had been unable to do
heretofore. The provision for a re-
count met with his hearty approbation,
as although it might have prevented him
from sitting in the house at all, it would
have saved both himself and his opponent
ccnsiderable trouble and expense.

COL. BAKER objected to the Attor-
ney-General casting discredit contiuu;llly
upon the past legislation of the province
—legislation which had built it up to its
present proud position as a factor of
the Empire. He objected, too, to the
utter absence of logic in this fundamental
section 3 in the bill before the house.
It in the first place enunciated the prin-
cipte that the members of the civil ser-
vice should not be entitled to vote—while
the school teachers, the great bulk of the
civil servants, were to be exempt! The_y
were appointed by the trustee boar.ds, it
was quite true, but they were paid by
the province, and they were at all times
liable to dismissal by the province for
cause. He was on the point of saying
that the same rule applied to all depart-
ments of the civil serviee—that dismissal
could only be made for cause—but re-
membered that the new government had
introduced a new order of things in this
respect, They were now dismissing for
no cause whatever, and from what the
Attorney-General had said, proposed to
continue on this pelicy. The members
of the civil service would compare for
intelligence and every other attribute of
qualification, with any body of men in
the country, and he held that their dis-

franchisement was not just nor proper,

nor in the interest of the country. Mr,
Higgins had maintained that some of
the Imperial force should be allowed to
vote, while others should not—and here-
Wwas inconsistency and absence of logic
clared in his innocent way that it was
clared in his innocent was that it was
not to the advantage of the government
to disfranchise the members of the eivil
service, as they were growing every day
and would support the government nat-
urally.  Here again he had been incon-
sistent. In conclusion, the member for
South East Kootenay denied that he had
at any time, or that the late government
hqd at any time, interfered in any way
with any member of the civil service in
the exercise of his citizenship—his privi-
lege and his right, as that of every other
subioct of the British Empire.

MR. MUNRO denied that the bill be-
fore the*house presented any contradic--
tions, and was pained that unworthy
motives should be imputed to the mem-
bers of the government side by gentle-
men opposite. It had been said that one-
part of this bill had been brought in be-
cause certain voters of Esquimalt district
did not vote for Mr. Higgins at the last
election. He now saw that the gentle-
man who made this assertion knew some-
thing apout what they were talking
about. He contended that in England
no soldiers or sailors were allowed a
vote as soldiers or sailors, and also that
the late government had not asked amny
member of the civil service how he voted.
from the simple fact that if it was not
known that he was a friend of the party
he would never have got a place in the
service. He denied too that the Attor-
ney-General was in any way a Napoleon,.
and charged that he had been grievously
misrepresented in. connection with his
position on the voting of the civil ser-
vice, .

MR. BOOTH held that the attitude-
of the government was very peculiar in

this measure. In the first place the

province paid good salaries for the pur-

pose of getting the most intelligent men

of the province in -its civil service; then.,
it was declared by this bill that these

men should not exercise their admitted.
super®r intelligence in choosing the di-

rectors of the country’s affairs. There-
was a time when the civil service might

perhaps have been rightly excluded from

exercising the franchise, but that was

When open voting prevailed, and all con-

ditions were dissimilar to those now pre-

vailing. He would go further, and say

that in his opinion, with the secret ballot

there need be no exceptions—he could

see not the slightest argument against

tpe judges of the land exercising their

rights as citizens, with the ballot. Every-

one who was qualified should have the

right to cast his vote—

Mr. Turner—Hear, hear.

There was, he was sorry to say, Mr.

Booth continued, one class in the prov-

ince whom it might be well to deprive

of the franchise—the class who were ever

ready to trade upon their vote, and if

these could be excluded there might be:
some reason for satisfaction. But it

was the only class, and the Attorney-

General in this bill said nothing concern-

ing it. The whole point was that this

government proposed to utilize the power

of which it had become possessed not

by the voice of the people, but by acei-

dent and a diversion of constitutional

law which no member of the government

was brave enough to attempt to defend,

in order to keep in power as long as
special legislation will enable them so to
do. With respect to the courts of re-

vision, in the past they had been kept
absolutely fair, the collector of votes
being a purely clerical officer, passing
upon applications only, and not permit-
ted to tamper with the lists at his plea-
sure, as it was now proposed he should.
This permission alone opened the door
to the widest kind of abuses, and deserv-
ed the severest censure of the house and
the province. As to petitions and ap-
peals, by the British Columbia systemn
in vogue in the past the elections had
in vogue in the past the electors had de-
cided at the polls as to who should rep-
resent- them in parliament, and no one
thought of appealing against the ex-
pressed wish of the electorate. Now the
practice of Manitoba had been introduc-
ed and the elections became a mere pre-
liminary to the fight in the courts, by
which it was to be determined who
should sit—if the legislature did not take
the decision of this matter upon itself.
Such being the case, it was perhaps well
that such a provision should be made as
this clause of the bill, providing that
there should be some interregum in the
trial of election petitions, in which the
legislature might meet. As to the pio-
vision for a recount, it was certainly
worthy of approval—the principle of the
entire bill was wrong, however, and this
being the case the measure should not
pass.

MR. TISDALL favored section 3, as
he did rall things else tending in the
direction of separating the civil service
from active politics, and section 22 as a
proposition of great benefit to all voters
in the cities. With regard to the re-
marks of the silver-haired orator from
Dewdney in connection with the Water-
loo of the government, it had been said
that they would find it at the meeting of
the house; then it was to come before
the session closed; now it was again
postponed until August. For his own
part, he thought the government was
quite capable of running the four years

ut.

Mr. Kidd defended the proposed segre-
gation of the civil service from politics,
and Mr. Helmcken opposed the contem-
plated disfranchisements, the latter mov-

ing the adjournment of the debate,.
which was agreed to.

Just before the adjournment, the cer-
tificate of the election of Mr. W.C. Wells
for North East Kootenay was read by
the clerk, and on motion ordered entered

on the journals of the house.
OTHER LICENSES.

The bill relating to traders’ and otPel‘
licenses, which Minister of Finance Cot-
ton has now before the legislature, pro-
vides for the issue of licenses to a num-
ber of special businesses, all of which are
prohibited except when license.d 'under
penalty of $250, in all places within the
province not under municipal dn-fectlon
and control. Here is the tariff of license
charges: KEach public billiard or pool
table, $5 for every six months; each
bowling alley or rifle gallery, $5 for
every six months; every person keeping
a dance house, $100 every six months;
every person selling opium, except chem-
ists and druggists, $250. every SIX
months; every wholesale or wholesale
and retail merchant or trader, $50 every
six months; every retail trader or merch-
ant, $5 for every six months; every
person owning a pack train or more than
six animals, etc., $5 every SIX mopths;
less than six animals, $2.50; every livery
stable, $10 months six months; every cat-
tle drover, $50; every banker,
year; each other place of business,
every year; every practising oq:‘rlster or
solicitor, $2b6 every six moaths; eve‘x)'y_'
conveyancer or land agert or both, $25
for every six months; every auctioneer,
850 every six months, with 1l% per cent.
on all returns of sales, exclusive of sales
of real estate; every persons occupymg
any crown lands, $2.50 for every month;
every person other than a farmer selling
by hawking or peddling, any fish, game
or farm produce, $20 for every six.
months,
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. THE NELSON ELECTION.
t Fortidh
'. A careful study of the situation made

&he Colonist feel unable to share the
Aanticipations of those who expected Mr.
Farwell to be elected in Nelson. It real-
ized that many things were in Mr.
Hume’s favor. His personal popularity
would secure him support from those
who would like to see him keep the posi-
tion of cabinet minister, The natural
wish of the people of his constituency
to keep the portfolio of mines, which in
the event of his defeat would go to Ross-
land, the prestige attaching to the fact
that he is a member of the government
and the assistance of government pat-
ronage all contributed to strengthen his
position. If he could carry the constitu-
ency when in opposition, as he did at the
general election, it seemed reasonable
to think he could not easily be defeated
wonder existing circumstances. = While,
therefore, we chronicle Mr. Farwell’s de-
feat with great regret, we cannot say
that it is much of a surprise,
E B AT R
THE SUPREME COURT.

Bill No. 63 is to amend the Supreme
‘Court act. The first change made in the
law as it stands is to repeal the section
Tequiring certain specified qualifications
for appointees to the court, which section
is declared never to have been in force.
This is an objectionable change, In all
the older provinces the judges must be
selected from the respective bars of those
provinces under the terms of the B. N.
lA. act, until the laws as to property and
civil rights in the several provinces have
been assimilated. The intention of® the
legislature in passing the section now to
be repealed was to assert a similar right
for this province. Whether or not such
a right can be constitutionally asserted
may be an open question, but however
this may be, it surely is no part of the
duty of the provincial legislature to sur-
render that right. The studied effort of
the present government seems to be to
efface the province and belittle every-
thing that has been done hitherto to assert
its rights under the Terms ef Union. If
Wwe are not mistaken, this is the first fime
that any province of the confederation
has been asked by its Attorney-General
to give up any right of this nature with-
out making a struggle to retain it.

The principal feature of the bill is the
-establishment of -as many registration
offices in the province as the Lieutenant-
‘Governor-in-council shall think neces-
sary. This may be a convenient ar-
rangement for suitors, but we suggest
that there ought to be a central registry
office for the Supreme Court, where all
records would ultimately find their way,
at least so far as the final result of suits
is concerned.. There ought to be one
registry office in the provinces where all
«decrees, orders and judgments are pre-
served. The record of proceedings up to
Judgment may possibly without any seri-
ous inconvenience and with some con-
venience to suitors be kept in the dis-
trict where they reside or do business.
It may be well to have a record of the
conclusion of all suits in the localities
‘where they are instituted; but the re-
cords of no court are complete unless
there is a central registry office where
the final result of all suits is recorded.
The proper place for such a record is
at the capital. In making these observa-
tions we are influenced by the considera-
tion that the bill referred to appears to
make it possible that records of judg-
ments may be recorded in one of many
places, and a person desiring to ascertain

facts as to a person’s standing would be

put to great trouble and expense.
— O

THE FIRE HALL BY-LAW.

citizens, who possess
the right under the Municipalities aect,
are called upon to vote upon what is
called the Fire Hall by-law. It may be
necessary to explain that this by-law
does not contemplate the borrowing of
any more money, but simply authorizes
the city council to devote a portion of the
market building to the purposes of a fire
hall, and to use for that purpose the or-
dinary revenue of the city or the pro-
ceeds of the sale of the Yates street fire
hall. There does not seem to be any
reason why this should not be done, and
it is not easy to suggest why the by-law
should be defeated. Nevertheless we
_have seen in Victoria that through sheer
apathy desirable propositions, when sub-
mitted to vote, have been frustrated.
Hence it is well to remind the taxpayers
~of the fact that the vote is to be taken
to-day, and that they ought not to over-
lcok the necessity of voting.
L
THE DISFRANCHISE BILL.

To-day those

"The opposition had much the best of
the debate on the bill to amend the elec-
tion law. As those who read the full
‘report .in the Colonist noticed, the dis-
cussion was principally over the dis-
franchising section. As it is the inten-
tion of the government to put the bill
through in its present shape, so far as
that feature is concerned, nothing that
«<an now be said in the press will alter
any votes, but it is desirable that the
public should be brought to realize ex-
actly what has been done, so that they
may decide upon its propriety.

If the proposal were simply to debar
from registration officers and men of the
TImperial service who have no other
qualification than a six months’ residence
in the province, the Colonist would raise
no objection. That is to say, we would
not favor legislation allowing a company
of infantry stationed temporarily in the
province to vote, and if the law as it has
‘hitherto stood permitted that, it ought
to be amended; but the proposed change
takes away the right to vote from the
= hole resident staff at Esquimalt or any-

\

*

where else where persons connected with
the Imperial service may be stationed in
this province. This cannot be justified,
and it must be conceded that no one on
the government side of the house at-
tempted to justify it.

The Colonist is opposed to the disfran-
chisement of the civil service. It be-
lieves that no person otherwise entitled
to a vote should be disfranchised because
he has been regarded as a fit and proper
person to occupy a position in the public
trust. .

e (e

The disfranchise bill, strictly construed,
takes away the right to vote from mem-
bers of the executive council. They are
as much employees of the government
as are the pages in the house. They are
not the government. The government
consists of the lieutenant-governor, exe-
cutive council and legislative assembly.
The expression “the government” is
simply a colloquialism used to designate
the executive council. It has no legal
signification. . Under the proposed dis-
franchising clause the auditor-general
will be debarred from registration as a
voter. He is not an employee of the
executive council. Neither is the Queen’s
printer, nor the deputy provincial secre-
tary. Neither . are the government
agents, nor the janitors in the public
buildings. They are all employees of
the government, but so also are the at-
terney-general, the finance minister and
the other public servants who .are mem-
bers of the executive council. There is
a real distinction here that ought not to
be lost sight of, and it is this: The
executive council is not the government,
and the various members of the ecivil
service are not employees of the execu-
tive council; but the members of the
executive and every subordinate officer
are in the employ of the government of
the province. Members of the legisla-
ture are not government employees, for
they are not in receipt of salary. They
receive a sessional indemnity. The
speaker might be regarded as a govern-

ment employee.
e e,

THE DISFRANCHISE BILL.

The bill to amend the franchise law con-
tains the following remarkable pro-
vision:

No judge of the Supreme or County
court, no sheriff or deputy sheriff, no
employee of the provincial government
who is in receipt of a salary of at least
$25.00 per month, no sailor, marine or
soldier in the Imperial service on full
pay shall be entitled to have his mame
placed upon thp-rp;zister of voters for
any electoral district.

There may be some object in disquali-
fying a Supreme court judge, as he may
have to pass upon an election petition,
but if a similar reason exists for dis-
qualifying County court judges, we are
not aware of it. County court judges
are neither appointed nor paid by the
provincial government and have nothing
to do with elections; so that no greater
reason exists for disqualifying them than
for taking the vote away from collectors
of customs or other appointees of the
federal government. We fail to see any
reason why a person in the Imperial ser-
vice should not be allowed to vote, if
he is otherwise entitled. In connection
with the Esquimalt station there are
now and will continue to be in inecreas-
ing numbers, persons who are permanent
residents of the community and yet re-
ceive full pay from the Imperial govern-
ment, It is true that they may be sub-
ject to removal on short notice, but did
not Mr. Attorney-General Martin him-
self remove from Manitoba on short
notice? Is not British Columbia full
of people who may at any time remove
to some other country? The law does
not call upon any man to declare how
long he intends to remain in the province
before permitting him to vote. Why
then bar persons belonging to Her Maj-
esty’s forces simply because they may
in discharge of their duty to the Imperial
government, be called upon to cut short
their period of residence here?

The disfranchisements of sheriffs and
other government employees is objection-
able on principle. It will lead to no
end of difficulties. The bill does not say
what the length of service must be to
disqualify a person otherwise entitled to
vote. We submit that if the rule ap-
pliod to members making sales to gov-
ernment’ officers is good law, then no
man who is hired to work on the roads
for a month can be registered. If to
take pay from a policeman for his break-
fast is to have a contract with Her Maj-
esty, and we have had this rubbish pro-
pounded as law and the province has
been put to the expense of several elec-
tions because of it—then a man who
hires with a road boss to shovel sand on
a road is an employee of the government
and if his pay amounts to $25.00 a
month he is disfranchised. So.also is
every school teacher disfranchised. They
are employees of the government and
they get at least $25.00 a month of pub-
lic moneys. The Attorney-General says
this is his mistake. The whole section
is his mistake.

This. disfranchising section ought to
be struck out of the bill. It is wrong in
principle; it will work out badly in praec-
tice. It will lead to any number of dif-
ficulties arising as to the qualification
of voters.

THE NORTH EAST
KOOTENAY ELECTION.

Mr. Wells, claimant of the seat for
North East Kootenay, may be and doubt-
less is a very excellent gentleman, but
what the people of British Columbia
yould like to be told is how he came to
be elected by acclamation. The Golden
Era, a government supporter, gives the
following account of the nomination:
. The returning officer, Mr. Griffith, was
in Golden on Monday morning, and ex-
pected to reach Donald by No. 1 in time
for nomination. The train was late,
however, and he procured a team and
drove to Donald, reaching there by 1
o'clock.

The only nomination put in in time

was that of W.'C. Wells, who opposed

Mr. Neilson in the late election. Mr.
Wells' was | by Hon. F. W. Ayl-
mer, seconded by James Henderson, and
Messrs. Joseph Lake, J. C. Greene,
Campbell and W. L. Houston signed as
assenters. Shortly after 1 o'aclock the
nomination of T. Forrest, the well-known
hotel keeper of Donald, was tendered,
but as it was too late it was rejected by
Mr. Griffith. 4

There being thus no more nominations

than vacancies to be filled, Mr. Griffith
declared Mr. Wells duly elected by accla-
mation, ;
The Revelstoke Herald, opposition,
calls the transaction a political crime,
and makes the following statement re-
garding it:

The more the facts in the case of the
recent bye-election in North Hast Koot-
enay -come to light, the clearer becomes
the conclusion that a political crime
against the liberties of the electors of
the riding was committed. The conduct
of the returning officer is simply inexpli-
cable. It appears that up to the very
last minute the supporters of th_e opposi-
tion were deliberately deft by him under
the impression that he intended to re-
sign his position as returning officer and
run himself as the opposition capdl‘date.
Mr. Plowright left Golden the night be-
fore to be, as he thought, the deputy re-
turning officer for the election and to con-
duct it in Mr. Griffiths’ place. Papers
nominating Mr. Grifiths were in Mr.
Pitts’ hands on the day of nomination,
and were actually tendered to Mr. Grif-
fiths himself when he arrived on the
scene. It was only during the last half
hour that, seeing that Mr. Griffiths was
not on hand, and that, in fact, there was
no candidate at all present, that the sup-
porters of the opposition put in Mr. For-
rest’s nomination to Mr. Plowright.

Then, and not till then, was it discov-
ered that Mr. Plowright had not got the
writ with him, and had not taken the
prescribed declaration. Then, a few
minutes after 1 o’clock (four by the court
house clock, seven by the watches of the
railway men present), up walked the long
lost returning officer. He r_efused his
own nomination from Mr. Pitts, he re-
fused Mr. Forrest’'s nomination from
Mr. Corson, he read the proclamation
and declared Mr. Wells elected by accla:
mation. He never produced Mr. Wells
nomination papers, nor named him as a
-andidate. - He simply declared him
elected. However, that part of the
proceedings cuts very little figure.
What he did do is of no consequence.
The time for doing anything had_elapsed.

It appeared that the train qug late,
Mr. Griffiths had started to drive from
Golden to Donald, 17 miles, and had
found the road so bad that he had to
make the last part of the journey on foot.
When asked why he had not been at
the hustings on time, he said that he had
been prevented by the act of God, and
wanted to know if he was expected to
fly. When asked why ]_10 r'efused Mr.
Corson’s tender of a nomination for Mr.
Forrest, he said that he thought Mr.
Corson was trying to nominate himself—
Mr. Griffiths.

These are very lame excuses and en-
tirely fail to cover the ground. .By_the
writ for the election the nominations
were ordered to be closed at 1 o’clock.
The train from the east reaches Donald
at 12:05. The Herald does not 09n31der
that any official who understood his duty
would be justified in leaving such a short
margin for contingencies as this. Bgt
at this season of the year, when a train
on time is the exception, for a returning
officer to expect to get to Dpuald from
Golden the same morning in time to take
nominations by 1 o’clock should come
pretty near qualifying him for a lunatic
asylum. The train was late—several
hours late—and Mr. Griffiths had to
drive, and then he puts down ”hlS non-
appearance to the “act of God.

His excuse on the second point for not
accepting Mr. Corson’s tender of a nomi-
nation for Mr. Forrest seems also a little
thin. Why should he think these papers
contained his own name? Is there no-
body in all North East Kootenay but
Mr. Grifiths? And why should_he re-
fuse to receive the papers, even if they
did contain his own name? Did he not
know enough to be aware that he could
not possibly be nominated without his
own consent? Then he asked why .\I}'.
Corson had not tendered Mr. Forrest’s
nemination to the deputy. Th_e fact th.at
the deputy had not got the writ with him
and was not ])1’()1)(‘1‘1.\' sSworn 1 was ap-
parently of no consequence at all to Mr.
Griffiths.

In short, Mr. Grifiths’ conduct has
landed him on the horns of a dilemma,
cither of which is sufficient to fork him
out of his position. He has either been
guilty of a series of blunders so stupend-
ous as almost to exceed credibility, or
there was a job put up to secure Mr.
Wells’ return at all hazards. If the
latter is the case, Mr, Griffiths has even
bungled the job, because there cannot
be a shadow of a doubt that his declara-
tion of Mr. Wells’ return is in ':.llld. and
that the whole of the proceedings _at
Donald last Monday were worthless.
Mr. Wells cannot possibly take the seat
now, and when the election really does
come off, last Monday’s proceedings hqve
rendered it a certainty for the opposition
candidate.

Commenting upon this article from the
Revelstoke paper, the Golden Era said:

We regret to notice that our esteemed
contemporary, the Revelstoke Herald,
publishes a statement regarding the
nominations for North East Kootenay
which is absolutely untrue and unjust to
the returning officer, Mr. Griffith. That
gentleman expected to reach Donald in
time for the nomination as stated in the
proclagation, and had No. 1 been on
time he would have been there. Mr.
Griffith had, however, taken the precau-
tion to have his clerk, Mr. Plowright, at
Donald the night before, so that he
might act in case of accidents. If any-
body wanted to be nominated in opposi-
tion to Mr. Wells, there was ample time
to during the ten days that elapsed be-
tween the proclamation and the hour of
closing of nomination, and Mr. Plow-
right had absolute authority to receive
nominations at Donald in the absence of
Mr. Griffith, but none were tendered to
Lim. That Mr. Griffith should have
been put in nomination himself without

1 his consent was rather an extraordinary

proceeding on the part of Mr. Pitts and
those who signed the nomination. Mr.
Griftith some days before denied the re-
port that he was about to resign and
become a candidate, and it was an act
of gross injustice to him that in the face
of his position as a government officer he
should be prejudiced by an attempt to
force him into a position which he had
positively declined to occupy. The at-
tempt to put Mr. Forrest up and claim
that he should be elected in the way pro-
posed was nothing less than a deliberate
attempt to steal the franchise of the
people. The facts remain that Mr.
Wells' nomination was the only one in
order, and that it was the only one re-
ceived within the statutory time by the
returning officer and his deputy. In
declaring Mr. Wells elected, Mr. Griffiths
simply complied with the law.

The Colonist has heard statements
concerning what transpired at the nomi-
nation which indicate that all the facts
are mnot given by either of the above

quoted papers. The whole affair needs
clearing up. We repeat what we said

when the news of the return of Mr.

Wells was received—that we do not de-

sire to make any gomments that may do}

A.|any one comeerned an injustice, and

therefore hope the fullest publicity will
be given to all that did happen.  1f Mr.
Wells was regularly nominated and no
one else was, the opposition will make
nb complaint; for if-their plans miscar-
ried, they will have the manliness to
take the consequences without murmur-
ing. On the other hand, if there was
any irregularity—we do mnot like to say
crooked work, for we shall not believe
that of Mr. Griffiths wuntil it is proved
beyond question, the public ought to
know it.

MOVING THE COURTS.

The Daily Globe is authority for the
proposition that the government intends
to ask the legislature for authority to
have Mainland appeals heard in Vaneou-
ver. Whether or not this is the first step
towards the entire removal of the court
from Victoria we do not know, but it is
a step that cannot be defended. If it is
right to have appeals heard at Vancou-
ver, it is also right to have them heard
at Nelson. That the court should shift
about from place to place is a novelty in
this country. Some years ago an effort
was made in New Brunswick to provide
for the hearing of certain appeal cases at

| St. John, instead of Fredericton, the eapi-

tal. St. John is about six times as large
as Fredericton, and the very great major-
ity of the cases coming before the court
originate in St. John or that neighbor-
hood. Strong political influence was
brought to bear to secure the removal,
but nothing came of it, the conclusion
being reached that the capital was the
proper place for tmmme Court to
hold its sessions. It may be mentioned
that the distance between Fredericton
and St. John is about the same as be-
tween Victoria and Vancouver, so that
in this respect the cases stand on the
same footing.

RSP e o0
THE FIRST LESSON. é,

It is interesting to find such a strong
representative American paper as' the
Oregonian quoting with approval this
sentence from Francis Parkman: “Free-
dom is for those who are fit for it; the
rest will lose it or turn it to corruption.”
This does not tally with-the famous pro-
position of the Declaration of. Indepen-
dence, that “governments derive their
authority from the consent of the gov-
erned.” It recalls that other well-known
saying that it makes a lot of difference
whose ox is gored. While the right to
prescribe what sort of government other
people should have was being asserted by
European nations alone the Oregonian
and its contemporaries were quite certain
that it was very wrong to impose upon
any people a government that they did
not want. Much of the enthusiasm over
Cuba was worked up along this line.
The Cuban patriots were lauded because
they wanted to govern themselves, and
the Spaniards were execrated because
they wanted to do the governing. But
when it comes to the Filipinos ‘“the case
is altered quite,” and now we are told
that people only should have freedom
when they are fit for it, and whether
or not they are fit for it is to depend
upon the judgment of the people who
want to govern them. In the course of
two hundred years the Oregonian thinks
the Filipinos may be fit to govern them-
selves, which is certainly a very long
period of submission to a foreign yoke,
which they hate quite as cordially as
they rankest rebel of 1776 hated King
George and his representatives.

We have a letter signed “ Still Watch-
ing.” It is objectionable on several
grounds. One is that the writer sends
an assumed address. Another is that
no self-respecting newspaper would
print such a letter. We do not know
what opinions. such persons as this cor-
respondent have of newspapers. Here
-is a person, concealed behind an assumed
name and assumed address, citing the
opinions of unnamed persons about
prominent men in the community. The
correspondent expects the Colonist. to
tuke the responsibility of putting such
stuff in circulation, but this is a mistake,
for this paper is not a vehicle for the
circulation of anonymous gossip.

SANETHRES EIREE. - i

If the Times had sufficient knowledge
of law to discuss the new eleétion bill it
would know that it is not what the Pre-
mier or Attorney-General may say in the
house which interprets a measure, but
the court; and the court will not trouble
itself with anything that those gentle-
men or any one else may say in the
course of a debate. This is the only an-
swer called for by the very silly refer-
ence of the Times to the Colonist yes-
terday.

SIS S

The sinking of the Germanic at her
pier in New York is one of the most ex-
traordinary marine accidents on record.
The explanation given—that it was due
to the weight of ice with which she was
encased—seems almost incredible. The
Germanic is a very fine steamer, although
not quite equal to some of the later
naval creations. In her time—and it
was only about a decade ago—she was
regarded as equal if not superior to any
passenger vessel afloat.

_
In 1897 Great Britain exported $38.68
per capita and the United States $15.57
per capita. Most of the British export
means so much money expended in labor,
because nearly the whole amount is made
up of manufactured articles, whereas
nearly the whole of the exports of the
United States consisted of raw materials.

The London Times recently referred to
a lady as a widow. To this she objected,
on the ground that her husband is living;
whereupon the Times said: “We regret
that Mrs. Holiday was_ineorrectly des-
cribed as a widow,” and now Mr. Holi-
day wants the Times to explain why it
regrets that it was incorreet to describe
his wife as a widow.
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BERESKQRD’S MISSION.
Lord Charles Beresford, speaking to a
reporter in 8an Frincisco, said that he
regarded his visit to China as very suec-
cessful. He went as the representative
of the associated chambers of commerce
of England, for the purpose of finding
out the conditions of trade :\s they: exist,
to study how this trade may be best de-
‘veloped, and to determine what security
is to be afforded the trader now and in
the future. He said that if the proposi-
tions, which he should make as the re-
sult of his investigatfems, are acted on,
we shall have ‘ peace, trade and civiliza-
tion in China.” He believes that the
British and American people are equally
interested in the development of China,
and that it is of the utmest importamce
to both that the open door policy showld
prevail. He expressed himself as con-
vinced that * the possibilities of trade
and civilization on the shores of the
Pacific ocean are immeasurable,” and
that this ocean * represents an empire
for the coming ecentury.” '
Lord Charles Beresford will visit the
leading eities of the United States, for
the purpose of securing an expression of
opinion from the various chambers of
commeree on the Oriental trade. He is
satisfied that China is ready ‘“for the
advance «f KEuropean and American
civilizatien.” All this is of immense in-
terest to British Columbia, whieh pro-
duces very much and will produce more
that China needs and will continwe to
need in increasing quantities.
e E Il R S RO R

THE FUTURE OF

THE PHILIPPINES.

In yesterday’'s Colonist was published
a resolution introduced into the United
States senate by Mr. McEnery regard-
ing the Philippines. The most interest-
ing thing connected with this is that the
treaty with Spain would have been de-
feated in the senate, if Mr. McEnery had
not received a promise that the adminis-
tration would aid in the passage of this
resolution. A few days ago the San
Francisco Chronicle, in the course of
some comments upon the future of the
Asiatie archipelago, said that if the
Philippines were not willing to come into
close connection with the United States,
there would be no other course left but
to make them a present of the $20,000,-
000 paid to Spain and give them their
liberty. Our neighbors are finding
themselves in a difficult position. They
have been very fond of academic asser-
tions about the rights of man, and they
are endeavoring to square their foreign
policy according to these abstract propo-
sitions. They will fail, and though con-
gress may pass any number of resolu-
tions like that of Senator McEnery, the
nation will find itself compelled by the
irresistible logic of events to take a
course from which it now shrinks.
“The white man’s burden ” cannot read-
ily be laid down, when once it has been
assumed. The United States will dis-
cover that it cannot recede from its
present attitude towards the Philippines.
Its steps will have to be in the direction
of more complete and permanent control.

O

CARELESSNESS IN.LEGISLATION.

A paragraph printed elsewhere on this
page refers to a remark of a correspondent
touching an expression in the Blection
Law Amendment bill. To what is there
said it may be here added that the phrase
occurring in the bill reading as follows:
“No employee of the provincial govern-
ment who is in receipt of a salary of at
least $25.00 per month” is highly objec-
tionable, from a verbal point of view and
exhibits great carelessness on the part
of the person, who drafted the bill, name-
ly Mr. Martin. We pointed out yester-
day that the expression ‘‘government
employee™ has no legal significance upon
it. As our correspondent says the words
“a salary of at least $25.00 per month”
had no definite meaning and most .cer-
tainly did not convey the idea intended.
Mr. Martin confessed in his place in the
house that he did not observe when draft-
ing the bill that it disfranchised school
teachers.

Referring to another bill, the bill for
the exclusion of aliens from placer mines,
the same carelessness in drafting was
observable, It was admitted that the bill
was hurriedly drawn, and it had to be
amended in important particulars. It is
yet imperfect, for no one will hold that
the legislature contemplated a breach of
faith with those persons who took 'out
free miners’ certificates under the law as
it stood and invested all their means in
prospecting.

The Supreme Court Amendment bill
abounds in instances of gross verbal
cerelessness. We use the word careless-
ness, because we do not like to impute
ignorance to the Attorney-General., It
is highly important that attentioh should
be directed to this matter, for nothing
is so conducive to trouble as carelessly
worded enactments, Many persons hold
the view expressed by the Times the
other evening, to the effect that the words.
of ap act must be understood as they
are explained by the ministers during the
debate; but though the debate were pe-
ported officially and with verbal accur-
acy, and though the legislature should
pass a law declaring that what appeared
in the official debates was to be taken
as absolute proof of what was said in
the house, the court would not be gov-
erned by the statements of ministers in
the slightest degree. Every act must be
interpreted by what appers upon the face
of it.

We make these observations becaumse
there is a notion prevalent al over. the
West that the old-fashioned forms of ex-
pression employed in legistation are
useless.  This is a great mistake. The
use of colloquial expressions in legisla-
tion ought always to be avoided. We

THE SPEAKER AND HIS POWERS

—

Mr. Speaker Forster i# assuming the
role of Czar towards the house. He
seems to fancy that his office is like the
speakership of the United States House
of Representatives, where by ome prece-
dent after another things have been
brought to such a pass that the Speaker
virtually controls legislation, Mr.
Forster gave three rulings on Thursday
which cannot be supported by precedent
and ought not to be followed. He ruled
that an amendment to a motion to read
a bill 3 second time was out of order,
ke ruled that the government cannot
bring down a measure involving any
change in the law of the eountry unless
it js accompanied by message, he refused
to allow a matter which Mr, McPhillips

custom of the
tish Columbia legislatare to permit
‘matters on the order paper to stand over
at the request of the member having
them in charge, i

The opposition members of, the house
are disposed to take the tyranmical exer-
cise of his powers by Mr. Speaker Fors.
ter entirely too easily. They should
stand on their rights. Hardly moze than

day passes without M¥r. Speaker Fors-
ter ordering some member to take his
seat, as though he were a schoolmaster
and the members were his pupils to
whom he could apply the- birch if they
did not obey him. If some member woulg

fry conclusions with him, there 1
likely be a change. s

has been the invariable

O

The fact that the Colonist never
claimed that Mr. Hume wowld be de-
feated spoiled the Times’ breskfast, s

had in charge to stand over, although it
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The Elephaut Mixed Paints look wei! and wear well
long after other paints are jade:
the cost of applying Elwphant 'aint is no more
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B. WiLLIAMS & cO

Clotliiers, Hatters and Outfitters.

Y 97 Johnson Street.
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Reported Dangerous

Thote trestle ridewalks. Laid on the
table. You.canunot table la grippe;
you can ute a preventive.

Pabst Malt Extract, 356. 3 for $I.
Vin Mariani E - $1.25
Old Jamaica Rum - $1.00

A Whisky cam’ ta oor ioon,
"twas Watson’s o’ Dundee $1.00

Dixi H. Ross & Co.

Will find. it
handle only

T iwe
PURE COFFEES, PURE SPICES

STEMLER & EARLE,

HEAD OFFICE: —-Thomas Earle,02,
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COFFEES DSCRNNYING B0YA

=

 SPICES

%
ana PURE BAKING POWD:R.

HIGHEST STANDARD GUARANTEED.

profitable to
the best in...

IMPORTERS AND

MANUFACTURERS V| c To R l A-

94 and: 97° Wharf St, Victoria, B. C.

SWEET

AURORA, white striped salmon.
BRILLIANT, dense scarlet.
CAPTIVATION, magenta or claret.
EMILY ECKFORD, mauve, wings blue.
HER MAJESTY, rose pink.

LOVELY, soft shell pink.

MARS, bright scarlet.

HAID OF HONOR, white, edged blue.

varieties FOR FIFTY CENTS.
WiIT enclose a slip telling how to plant and

SWEET PEA MIXTURFS.

Cheice sorts, mixed, % 1b. for 10 eents;
Mailed postpaid@ on

best seeds grown.
possible guantity at a moderate
get less varietles for the same mone:

ABEAUTIFUL CATALOCU

mateurs and practical gardeners.

The Sreee, Brices Steo

PEAS

markings, a large, full packet of each separate- variety, rich in

ANY SEVEN of above varieties FOR TWENTY-FIVE
With each eollection

Yarieties we offer the f
they

fo -
Large Flowering sorts, mixed, % Ib. for 15 Deauty in colors and markings:

STEELE, BRICCS FAMOUS SEEDS e,

price, and

» You will get the best,
A profusely illustrated Catalo ue will be
;ﬁl:‘gh:rlth each mew order and %o inten‘d'ln:.’
latest new Sweet Peas, Garden and FlowerSeed, ;‘!ers s

The ideal of flora
beauty, easily grow:
always appreciated
We offer the follow
ing select collection of
large flowering Swee
Peas, distinet in
shades of color and
ro: B value, sure to please,
D , salmon, wings pink, veined.
MRS.Y ECKFORD, prlmr%sepyellow.
PRINCESS VICTORIA, scarlet,
"RAMONA
NA, blush and white, ri .
g%g%O%OBE. pink, wings bh?;. i
g » maroon and white striped.
THE BRIDE, fine large white. it

OrCtl)BlgTS,f or g‘HE FIFTEEN
rder for Sweet P e
ewltivate to get best results. e
To those having limited space for separate
ollowing mixtures;
will create surprises and admiration

wings

S cents; 3 1b. 25 cents: per :
% Ib. 15 cents; per Ib mpgeu‘g. 50 cents.

leading  merchants
Canada. Ask yonr
them. You will get the
quality, the largest
buyer. Should you

contains- the
Interesting to a

Co. Limmen, Torowto

ants, Bulbs, ete.

suggest to the Attorney-General that he
ought either to give greater care to the
verbal features of his bills, or employ

COUPON

OLONIST
Sweet Peas

And mail with

some one else to draw -them up.

CUT THIS COUPON OUT.

order f.
will send free with Q:Qal? r'ngn‘yo

DWARF WHITE SWEET PEAS, >0 **"t* -1 paper CUPID

of the above offers, and we
to 25eents —-One paper RED

£

: fﬁehise Amendment
' Seeond Time on Pa
ority of Thre

ﬁnor and Trades L
Withdrawn for Fart,
sideration by Men

TUESDA

: F The interest of parliame

jng to-day’s sitting of th

"\ about evenly divided betwe
. tion

of the Provinciald |
h passed its secon
}'wmma_icgh!l:’a party division of ]
_eager perusal of the bulleti
tion with the Nelson eld
were furnished by the Col
©. P. R. Telegraph Comp
junction. When the res
City was announced, settlin
‘of the constituency, a bull
played, very official as to s
appearance, purporting to
J. Fred. Hume, addressed
jature a8 a body, and inqu
*May I be your Valentin
Prayers were read by Re
Cl&%:, RETURN PRESH
Hon., Mr. Semlin presen
ted for by resolution of th
‘to crown grants is
3 the names of those {
gra.nts’had been refused; a
dence between Messrs.
Mann and the government,

a— PETITIONS

Mr. Green presented a
J. A. Sayward -and othe
that certain amendments b
act relating to mee'hamcs 1
ed and ordered printed.

" Hon. Dr. McKechnie preq
tition of G. W. Mitchell of
J. H. Green of Victoria, a
incorporation of the Atlin
railway.

. MINING COMMITTEE

Mr. Kellie, from the mini
presented a report in which
was asked to decide as to ¥
Mr. Clifford’s bill relating
ing was in order. .'l‘he repo
mittee set forth simply:

“That Mr. Clifford’s bi
placer mining be submitted
ing.”

Mr. Speaker thought t
rather a request from ‘th
it could hardly be considerg
of a report. He would,
the matter dealt with coy

The mining committee,
chairman, Mr. Kellie, alsg
longer, and very importa
follows: :

“Your select standing
mining beg leave to report

“It is recommended ths
law be amended in the pa
referred to:

“]1. That crown grants
claims should show the in
grantee.

“2. That the time for o
veys of claims under secti
mineral act should be extd
other year, and that such
be allowed to be utilized
within two years of the re|

“3. That the fee provided
for abandonments should b

“4, That, with regard td
ers’ certificates, it is recon]
the hardships involved in thd
be obviated to a certain extd
ing that all miners’ certif
expire on the same day, sa
of May in each year, persol
licenses for a portion of thd
a pro rata amount of the fee
al eertificates running fro
June may be obtained at a
that any person who has
miner's certificate to expire|
time within three months a
piry apply and get a special
certificate upon payment «
$25, the effect of which spe
er’s certificate shall be to rd
to any claim owned by hin
of the expiry of his origir
and not sinee vested in anyo
the provisions of the Minery

“5. That a person should
sue a defaulting co-owne
ment work.

“6. It is also recommend

Metalliferous Mines Inspe|

amended as follows:

“(a.) That the slides now
shafts beyond 100 feet eit
shod or-be made exclusively
80 as to enable the buckel
easily and without danger
Many preventible accidents
by be avoided.

‘“(b.) That all serious
mines, whether fatal or othe
mediately reported to the i
that he may investigate t
such accidents at the time
spot.

*(c.) That it be made imj
not less than 75 cubic feet]
minute for animal or man,
travel through the mine.

“(d.) That all buildings an
engine houses and machine
hoisting, where any danger o
should be erected at a dis
least fifty feet from the m
shaft.

“(e.) That all mine-owne
their office, at the mine, a w
of all drifts, levels, inclines
which should be corrected nc
once in every three months, ¢
for inspection by the inspectol
and by adjoining owners, anc
ination and report of the i
mines as to same.

“(f.) That section 25, sub-
be amended by inserting the
thawed,” after the word “sto
second line,

“(g.) That section 8 of the
of Metalliferous Mines ac
Chap. 134. he amended by
the word “shall,” in the
of, the word “forthwith,”
thereto the following sub-sec

“(a.) It shall be the duty
Spector to forthwith post up,
be posted up, in a conspicuo
the mouth of the mine, or at
conspicuous place thereon, a e
notice, in order that the work
about said mine may becomg
the contents thereof.

“That section 25, subsection
said act be amended by add|
the following:

“(a.) All vertical shafts of
fifty feet or more shall be prd
a cross head and guides, and
head shall in all cases desce
skaft is sunk, so that at no t

at a greater distance from

of such shaft than thirty fee

at section 25, sub-section {
8aid act be amended by addi
the following:

“(c.) No stope or drift shall
on in any shaft which shal
tained a .depth of twe hundre
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less suitable provision shall have been
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Franchise Amendment Bill Read a
Second Time on Party Maj-
ority of Three.

withdrawn for Farther Con-
sideration by Members.

gaged therein by the construction of a
bulkhead of sufficient strength, or by

leaving fifteen feet of solid ground be-|:

tween said stopes or drifts and the work-
men engaged in the bottom of such shaft.

“6. That the following recommenda-

tions be made with regard to the adminis-

tration of mineral laws:
“(1.) That a complete record shall be

Liquor and Trades License Bill8|kept by the department of mines in Vic-
toria, of all free miners’ certificates is-
sued throughout the province.

“(2.) That provinecial land surveyors

shall be compelled to file separate field

i) notes of each claim.

TUESDAY, Feb. 14.

“(3.) That a copy of all changes in the

The interest of parliamentarians dur-| Mineral act passed each session shall be

ing to-day’s sitting of the house was
:I];l)ut evenly divided between considera-

posted at every mining recorder’s and

old commissioner’s office.
“(4.) That steps be taken to arrive at

tion hof télde i:)s rovggccé’;‘d ﬂ?gggﬂsogﬂt a clear understanding with th; Dtox;xin-
-hic ASS! i righ

Yiruight party division of 19 to 16, and| mindry. locating claims on ~ Indian re
eager I’i‘;‘l'lusaihgf gﬁsgg l‘;'i‘encsﬁt‘)';’ Cov?l'l‘;zfﬁ serves, anddto obtqigbxfermis:éopt‘for tr:e
tion with : miners, under suitable restrictions, to
were furnished by ltl‘h% Colonist and cf)]:: work such claims, and to obtain rights-
¢. P. R. Telegrapi ompany in of-way through Indian reserves for such

junction. When the result in Nelson
City was announced, settling the verdict
of the constituency, a bulletin was dis-
played, very official as to stationery and
appearance, purporting to be signed by
7. Fred. Hume, addressed to the legis-
1. ture as a body, and mqpmxyxyg:

“. May 1 be your Valentine?

(% RETURN PRESENTED.

miners necessary for the working of
claims. :

“J. M. KELLIE,
“Chairman.”
SUPREME COURT ACT.
Hon. Mr. Martin, having obtained

& . | leave, intfoduced a bill to amend the
prayers were read by Rev. W. Leslie| §ynréme Court act.
of the bill followed, and the Attorney-
General asked that the second reading

The first reading

lon. Mr. Semlin presented a return,| be set for the next sitting of the house.

.ed for by resolution of the house, with

ask

Mr. Helmecken courteously asked the

respect to crown grants jssued at Kiti-| Attorney-General if- this bill had been

aaf: the names of those to whom such| printed. r

.nts had been refused; also correspon-

Hon. Mr. Martin—It’s not at all neces-

.« between Messrs. McKenzie &|sary that a bill should be printed for

i and the government, with relation| the first reading.

PETITIONS.

\Mr. Green presented a petition from
7. A. Sayward -and others, requesting
that certain amendments be made to the
act relating to mechanics’ liens, Receiv-
el and ordered printed.
tition of G. W. Mitchell of Ottawa and
J. H. Green of Victoria, asking for the
incorporation of the Atlin & Southern

railway.

_MINING COMMITTEE REPORTS. |lating to replevin.

Mr. Kellie, from the mining committee,
presented a report in which Mr. Speaker
was asked to decide as to whether or not
Mr. Clifford’s bill relating to placer min-
ing was in order. The report of the com-
mittee set forth simply: !

“That Mr. Clifford’s bill respecting
placer mining be submitted for your ‘rul-
ing. .

Mr. Speaker thought that this was
tather a request from the committee—
it could hardly be considered in the-light
of a report. He would, however give
the matter dealt with consideration.

The mining committee, .through their
chairman, Mr. Kellie, also submitted a
Jonger, and very important report, as
follows: i

“Your select standing committee on
mining beg leave to report as follows:

“It is recommended that the mining
law be amended in the particulars below
referred to:

“1, That crown grants of mineral
claims should show the interest of each
grantee.

“2, That the time for recording sur-
veys of claims under section 127 of the
mineral act should be extended for an-
other year, and that such survey should
be allowed to be utilized at any time
within two years of the record.

“3. That the fee provided by section 30
for abandonments should be increased to
£10.00.

That, with regard to lapsed min-
ertificates, it is recommended that
¢ hardships involved in these cases may
obviated to a certain extent by provid-
ng that all miners’ certificates should
expire on the same day, say on the 31st
of May in each year, persons taking out
licenses for a portion of the year paying
i amount of the fee; that renew-
wates running from the 1st of
June may be obtained at any time: also
that v person who has allowed his
miner’s certificate to expire may at any
me within three months after such ex-
iy apply and get a special free miner’s
certificate upon payment of a sum of
25, the effect of which special free min-
> shall be to revive his title
v any claim owned by him at the timo}
ol the expiry of his original certificate
and not sinee vested in anyone else under
the provisions of the Mineral act.

“5. That a person should be entitled to
sue  a defaulting co-owner for assess-
went work.

“6. 1t is also recommended that the
Metalliferous Mines = Inspection: act be
amended as follows:

“(a.) That the slides now in use in all
shafts beyond 100 feet either be iron-
~hod or be made exclusively of light iron,
80 as to enable the buckets to travel
~“.¢,\ily and without danger of catching
lany preventible accidents would there-
by be avoideds )

*“(b.) That. all serious accidents in
mines, whether fatal or otherwise, be im-
mediately reported to the inspector, so
that he may investigate the causes of
such accidents at the time and on the
spot.

“(c.) That it be made imperative that
not less than 75 cubic feet of air per
minute for animal or man, be made to
travel through the mine.

“(ld.) That all buildings and boilers and
engine houses and machinery used for
hoisting, where any danger of fire exists,
should be erected at a distance of at
least fifty feet from the mouth of the
shaft.

“1.'0.) That all mine-owners keep at
their office, at the mine, a working plan
of all drifts, levels, inclines and stopes,
w]lich. should be corrected not less than
once 1n every three months, and be open
for inspection by the inspector of mines,
:_md_h_v adjoining owners, and for exam-
Ination and report of the inspector of
mines as to same.

“(f.) That section 235, sub-section (2),
be amended by inserting the words “or
thawed,” after the word “stored,” in the
second line,

“(g.) That section 8 of the Imspeetion
of Metalliferous Mines act, R.S., B.C..
Chap. 134, he amended by inserting after|
the word “shall,” in the sixth line there-
of, the word “forthwith,” and by adding
thereto the following sub-section:

“(a.) It shall be the duty of the in-
spector to forthwith post up, or cause to
be posted up, in a conspicuons place at
the mouth of the mine, or at some other
conspicuous place thereon, a copy of such

Mr. Helmcken——Poss1biy not. T didn’t
ask the Attorney-General for informa-
tion on that score. What I wanted to
know was if the bill had been printed
yet. i
Hon. Mr. Martin—I'm sure I don’t
know. 4 ;

Just then the Queen’s printer made his

Hon. Dr. McKechnie presented the pe- appearance and distributed the bill—the

cross-firing ending.
RESPECTING REPLEVIN.

Hon. Mr. Martin introduced a bill re-
The measure re-
ceived its first reading, and was set for
second reading at the next sitting of the
house. Y

CITY OF SANDON.

Hon. Mr. Martin also introduced a bill
to make certain special provisions for
the city of Sandon. The essence of the
bill is contained in the following para-
graphs: :

“1. It shall be lawful for the council
of the city of Sandon, from time ito time,
to pass by-laws for the purpose of bor-
rowing money to pay for expenditure al-
ready made and to be made by said coun-
¢il in connection with improving the
channels of Carpenter and Sandon creeks
in said city, and, if necessary, for divert-
ing the channels of said creeks,

“2 All such by-laws so passed shall
be subject to the provisions of the Muni-
cipal Clauses act, and shall not be valid
until they have received the asser’lt of
the electors as proyided in said act.”

The bill was read a first time and set
for second reading at the next sitting of
the house.

TO AMEND THE LAND ACT.

Hon. Mr. Cotton asked leave of the
house to introduce a bill to amend the
Land act. :

Mr. Speaker pointed out that a meas-
are of this nature would, following t_he
practice of the house, be necessarily
transmitted to the house by message
from His Honor the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor. It was a question whether or not
there was any good reason, to cqntmue
the precedent of the past, but he directed
attention to what that precedent was.

Hon. Mr. Martin did not care for the
precedent—the submission of such a bill
by message was entirely unnecessary.
He could produce authority, he said, in
support of the introduction of such a bill
in the manner proposed, by a member of
the government, without message.

Hon. Mr. Cotton pointed out that this
iegislation had been foreshadowed in the
speech from the throne. He therefor2
regarded the message as superfluous, and
in this position was supported by the
junior member for Esquimalt.

Mr. Speaker dissented, however, from
this view of the case. If the precedent
he had referred to held good, the fact
of indirect reference being made in the
speech from the throne wou](} not obviate
the necessity of the transmission of che
bill by message. It might be wise, hmy-
ever, to break away from precedent in
this instance, and he accordingly asked
that the question stand over.

To this the members of the govern-
ment agreed.

WORLD’S FAIR AT PARIS,

Mr. Helmcken moved, seconded by
Mr. McBride: ¢ That the attention of
the provincial government be d.ir(‘('tod to
the fact that a World’s Fair will be held
in Paris, France, in the year 1900.”

Premier Semlin (smiling)—How do you
know the fair is a fact?

Mr. Helmcken replied that he had re-
ceived letters and papers from. the Old
Oountry conveying the information, and
it was known that the Prince of Wales
had accepted the charge of the British
department of exhibits. Besides this,
there were other arguments that he
hoped would convince the Premier of
the fact of the fair. A telegram that
for some time had been posted in the
lobby had led him to bring the matter
forward, as it seemed especially desir-
able that the world should know of Brit-
ish Columbia at the approaching exposi-
tion. He hoped the matter of securing a
representative exhibit would be taken
into the serions consideration of the
government. He knew he was treading
upon dangerous ground in such a resolu-
tion, but he had been careful to avoid
any recommendation that would involve
a possible expenditure of public money,
and he hoped that his suggestions in this
regard would be taken up, and if possible
that some member of the government
would make it a point to attend as a per-
sonal representative of British Columbia.

Hon. Mr. Semlin held that the ap-
proaching fair was not yet entitled to be
considered as a fact—it was only a pre-
sumed fact, and with the disturbed con-
dition of French politics to be taken into
consideration. no one could yet say that
there would bhe a fair at all. The pre-
sumed fact, however, was receiving the
careful consideration of the government,
who were quite alive to the fact that it
was desirable British Columbia should

notice, in order that the workmen in and
about said mine may become aware of

the contents thereof.

“‘That section 25, subsection (13), of the
said act be amended by adding thereto

the following:

“(a.) All vertical shafts of a depth of
fifty feet or more shall be provided with
a cross head and guides, and such eross
head shall in all cases descend as such
shaft is sunk, so that at no time shall it
be at a greater distance from the bottom

of such shaft than thirty feet.

That section 25, sub-section (20), of the
faid act be amended by adding. there to

the following:

“((_t.) No stope or drift shall be carried
°n in any shaft which shall have at-
tained a depth of two hundred feet, un-

be adequately represented at such «n
exposition ns had heen projected. It was
not at all likely that the province would
be permitted to exhibit save as a vart
of the Dominion of Canada, but what-
ever it was possible to do for the advan-
tage of the province would be done.
Mr, Helmcken closed the debate with
a brief reference to the advantages to be
derived by the province from proper rep-
resentation at such exhibitions, and the
resolution was adopted.

ARBITRARY TREATMENT.
On the order being called for Mr. Me-
Phillips to ask leave to introduce his bill
+0 amend the Placer Mining act, and also
for his resolution expressing disagree-

ment with the ruling of the chair in ref-
erence to the bill previously presented

on the subject of placer mining, =~

Mr. McPhillips asked that these stand
over, as he was not quite prepared to go
on as yet. He asked that they be set
down for Thursday..

This request Mr. Speaker declined to
concede. To his mind there was no rea-
son why the business indicated should
not be forthwith proceeded with. He was
ready, and there was no necessity for it
cumbering the order paper.

Mr. McPhillips was considerably sur-
prised at this course being teaken, and
was curtly informed that the items would
be dropped from the order paper—he
could put them on again if he desired.

LAST YEAR'S LABOR LAW.

Mr. Helmcken also moved, seconded
by Mr. McBride, for copies of the reply
by the Proviacial government to the
Dominion government relative to the
suggestion made by the Dominion gov-
ernment that the Labor Regulation act,
1898, be repealed at the present session
of this house.

The .mover tersely cited the reasons
influencing him in bringing forward this
resolution, the subject being one that
deeply concerned the people of the prov-
ince, and in regard to which they were
desirous of getting all the information
possible, He did not think that any ob-
jection would be offered by the govern-
ment to the presentation of the corres-
pondence asked for—especially as they
would always find him (Mr. Helmcken)
ready and willing to render all possible
assistance in the maintenance of provin-
cial rights. . §

Hon. Mr. Cotton suggested that this
resolution be held in abeyance for a
few days, in which time the government
would probably be in a position to give
more information than they possibly
could at the present time. It would be
in the interest of the honorable member
to let the question stand.

““Adjourn the debate,” said Mr. Speak-
er, and the Minister of Finance moved
accordingly.

THE ALIEN EXCLUSION BILL.

Mr. Helmcken next moved, again with
Mr. MecBride as seconder, for all cor-
respondence between the Provincial gov-
ernment, or any member thereof, and
the Dominion government, relative to
the Placer Mining Act Amendment act,
1899, together with a copy of the re-
port of the Attorney-General on said
act. :

“There is no correspondence on the
subject,” said Hon. Mr. Cotton and Hon.
Mr. Martin in unison. :

It was suggested that the motion in
this respect should be withdrawn, but
ultimately it was decided to adjourn the
debate and thus allow this question, too,
to stand on the order paper.

THE QUEBEC CONFERENCE.

Mr. Turner, Col. Baker seconding,
moved for all correspondence that has
passed between this. government and the
Dominion of Canada, or any other party,
in relation to the Quebec conference of
1898,

In doing 86 the leader of the opposition
said that he had no reason to believe
that the slightest objection would be of-
fered to this resolution by the members
of the government. The correspondence
asked for was of great interest to the
province at large, and it was particularly
interesting to the city of Victoria and
vicinity, dealing as it did largely with the
sealing industry, which so directly con-
cerned the people of this city, This in-
dustry of course wag otie in which the
entire province was intimately and deep-
ly concerned, but it was best understood
and excited most interest no doubt on
the Coast, where thousands were either
directly or indirectly dependent upon it,
and who would greatly like to know
what had been done.

Hon. Mr. Semlin was pleased to accede
to the ‘request contained in the resolu-
tion, and at the same time commented
that the sealing industry was one of far
more than local import or interest. It as
deeply interested the people of the In-
terior as it did those of the Coast.

The resolution was passed.

ATLIN & SOUTHERN RAILWAY.

Hon. Dr. McKechnie introduced a bill
to incorporate the Atlin & Southern

2ailway Co., which measure received its
first reading, and goes now to the rail-
way committee of the house. -
PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS BILL.

MR. HELMCKEN, in resuming the
debate on the motion for second reading
of the provincial elections bill, referred
again to the utter inconsistency displayed
by the government in laying down a

(Continued on page 6.)

principle that no civil servant should be
permitted to exercise the franchise—and
straightway departing from this principle
by exempting from its operation the
school teachers, who formed the larger
part of the civil servicee He thought
that a great wrong was contemplated in
this bill, and in consequence—to prevent
this wrong being consummated—moved
that section 3 of the bill be struck out.

Mr. Speaker—The amendment is out ¢f
order.

Mr. Heltmeken—Will Mr.. Speaker
kindly state the grounds upon which it is
out of order?

Mr. Speaker in reply maintained that
it was such an amendment as could only
be presented in the committee stage, and
that the only motion permissible at the
present stage of the proceedings was a
motion for the six months’ hoist.

Mr. Helmcken was ready with authori-
ties in support of the position he had
taken, but was sharply requested to
take his seat. The amendment had been
decided out of order.

MR. HELGESEN, continuing the de-
bate on the motion for second reading of
the bill, declared that the late govern-
ment had catered in every way possible
to the soldiers and sailors, who had been
reckoned among their best supporters.
He had been told that on the occasion
of the late general election the mnaval
yard at Esquimalt literally ran with
lager beer and whiskey. (Laughter). He
looked upon the right of the franchise as
a sacred inheritance of the British people,
but there were good and valid reasons
why the persons exempted in section 3
oi this bill should not be allowed to vote
in provincial affairs.

MR. A. W. SMITH failed to see
wherein school teachers differed from
their fellow members of the civil service
in so marked degree as to be eligible as
vcters while all others were excluded,
and in respect to the second portion of
section 3, pointed out that in' the Old
Country there was no disbarring of sol-
diers or sailors if they were capable of
qualifying under the Franchise act. The
fact that they were members of the
service did not in any way operate ad-
versely to their rights as citizens,

MR. RICHARD HALL looked - npon
the measure as in the way of * anything
for a change,” rather than a well-consid-
ered piece of legislation calculated to
promote the interests of the province. It
might be for the purpose of cutting off
the civil service votes, of which the gov-
ernment stood in fear, or it might be that
they thought this kind of legislation
would catch a little imimediate apprecia-
tion among those who would not take the
trouble to look further than the surface.
He could not understand in any light.
however, the contradictory attitnde of
tk}e government in killing the civil ser-
Vice vote and at the same time preserv-
ing the franchise to the school teachers.

It certainly looked here as though there

‘migh

a “cyllud individual in
woodpile.” In order that the house
might see just what they were doing,
he had noted down some of those
whom it was by this measure p:

to rob of their votes. The list read:

,“Secretary for the Lientenant-Governor|

a.r;d each member of the executive coun-
cil, . :

“Each employee of the Provincial Sec-
retary’s department. i

“Each employee of the Premier's de-
partment, ineluding his seeretary.

“All attendants at the Capitol build-
ings, such as janitors, engineers, ear-
penters, nichtwatchmen, ete.

“Each employee of the department of
mines—mineralogist,” chemist, assayer,
caretaker, janitor, inspector of mines,
ete. -

“Each employee of the provineial trea-
sury.

“Each employee of the audit office, in-
cluding the inspectors of all offices in
the provinee.

“Bach employee of the department of
agriculture, including the board of horti-
culture, the elerks, and the inspectors of
fruit pests and of animals.

“Kach employee of the lands and works
department, including stenographers and
clerks, draughtsmen, messengers, the
surveyor-general, the deputy commission-
er, the chief commissioner, book-keepers,
timber inspectors and collectors. Pos-
sibly also all provineial land surveyors.

“Each employee under what is termed
“temporary assistanee.”

“Bach physician assisted by the gov-
ernment.

“The Sergeant-at-arms, and the Clerk
of the House, with thirty-eight members
receiving indemnity of $600 a year.

“Kach employee of the Queen’s Print-
er’'s department, including the Queen’s
Printer, clerks and proof readers, mail
clerk, nine compositors or printers, press-
men, apprentices (as they receive $35
per month)—and the extra printers em-
ployed during the session, whose salar-
ies in the aggregate amount to between
$3,000 and $4,000.

“Each employee of.the provincial mu-
seum, including the curator, taxidermist
and caretaker.

“Bach employee of the hospital for the
insane, including the medical superin-
tendent, steward, plumber, clerk, gar-
dener, fourteén attendants, matrons,
cooks, laundrymen, ete.

“Each employee of the department of
education, including the superintendent
of education, four or five inspectors of
educational institutions, board of exam-
iners, clerks in the departmental offices,
ete.

“Each employee of the Provincial
Home at Kamloops, including the super-
intendent and his assistant, cook, fire-
man, and medical officer.

‘“Hach employee of the government un-
der the head of hospital and charities,
such as residen{ physicians at Clinton,
Nigela, Asheroft, wopallumcheen, Lower
Cariboo district, Okanagan Mission, 150-
Mile House, Greenwood, Fairview,
Clayoquot, Englishman’s River, Mission
City, ete.

‘“Each employee of the hospitals at
New Westminster, Victoria, Cariboo,
Nanaimo, Kamloops, Vancouver, Golden,
Nelson, Union, Fort Simpson, Vernon,
and the Refuge Home, Victoria.”

Then there were, Mr. Hall continued,
all the employees of those provincial in-
stitutions that had been mamed—number-
ing many hundreds of persons, engaged
in all kinds of mechanical trades, and all
of whom would be subject to the provi-
sions of this iniquitous proposal of the
government. Nor had he dealt with the
votes that wouid be cut off in the de-

partment devoted to the administration!

of justice, although there were here
again caretakers, firemen, stenographers,
ete., at each and every agency through-
out the province—all of whom would
suffer. He had carefully avoided, too,
such physicians as received aid from the
government of less extent than $25 per
month; and not having yet been in-
fcrmed of the .intention of the govern-
ment with regard to the exclusion or
otherwise of stipendiary magistrates and
judges of the Small Debts court, had
omitted these also from the calculation.
The road bosses and all other employees
on the roads and bridges completed the
formidable list, and taking into consid-
eration the large proportion this army of
voters boye to the total population of so
young a province as British Columbia,
he thought it would be well for every
member to hesitate and consider his
action well before giving his vote for the
second reading of this bill.

MR. MACPHERSON resented the re-
marks of gentlemen opposite in which
they had imputed unworthy motives to
members of the government side in con-
nection with this bill, and declared that
he would be last of all to do aught that
was in the direction of casting diseredit
upon the Imperial forces. In defending
section 3—the essential feature of the
bill—the member for Vancouver de-
clared that comparisons with England in
the matter of the civil service vote was
not to be thought of, inasmuch as in Eng-
land competitive examinations for the
civil service were provided. If the
same rule were in force here in this re-
gard, it might be well to admit the mem-
bers of the civil service to a share in the
franchise. Here, however, appointments
were made by political favor, not on the
score of superior capability, and if the
suggestion, of the opposition were carried
out, each new government on taking of-
fice would know that all its servants
were antagonistic, and the interests of
the country would assuredly suffer. Pre-
vious to 1874-5 the members of the civil
service in England were not allowed to
vote; it was only when the competitive
civil service examinations came into
vogue. As a matter of fact, he had been
told by members of the civil service here
that they would be glad to have the
vote taken from them. As to the sol-
diers and sailors, no other colony granted
them the franchise in the manner favored
by the members of the late government.

MR. SPEAKER, as the member for
Vancouver eoncluded his remarks, com-
mented upon the fact that he had travel-
led far beyond the limits of the question
before the house. He directed attention
to the matter, as he did not propose to
allow equal latitude on another occasion.

MR. ELLISON (East Yale) spoke
strongly in opposition to the prmcxple in-
volved in the bill—an insult to the mtel}x-
gence of the people proposed to be dis-
franchised, and in contradiction of the
spirit of the age. He, too, commented
upon the fact that the school teachers
should have beenexcluded from the op-
eration of the act in such a curious man-
ner through the carelessness of ghe At-
tcrney-General in drafting the bill, and
in order to put on record his views on the
question involved, moved in amendment
te the motion for second reading the fol-
lowing: i

“That in view of the principle of vot-
ing by ballot, and the secrecy thereof,
no reasons of public policy warrant any
disqualification provisio{ns asfagg;g;t]qﬂ?s‘
person or persons, or class of_ S,
set forth h[;e section 3 of bill No. 13—“An
act to amend the Provicnial Elections
act.”

The amendment was seconded by
Capt. John Irving. i

No sooner had Mr. Ellison's amend-
ment reached the Speaker than Hon. Mr.
Martin, Mr. Higgins and one other mem-
her on the government side rose to ob-
jest.

Hon. Mr. Martin declared that the

motion was plainly out of order.

Mr, § er agreed to this.

Mr. Eilison endeavored to cite an
authority from May, but was told he
must desist. The amendment had been
mﬁd Mep '

r. McPhillips also attempted to se-
cure the Speaker’s permission to cite an
authority in support of the admissibility
of the amendment. ’

He too was refused a hearing, ;

The amendment was returned to the
member who had moved it, and he re-
luctantly filed it away in the copy of
May’s Parliamentary Practice (10th edi-
tion), supposed to govern the procedure
of the house, and on which authority he
had acted. At page 448 of May he had
read the following, and this it was that
::e desired to cite, but was not permitted
L H

Dealing with action that may be taken
on the motion for second reading of any
bill, May sets forth: “Tt is also com-
petent to a member who desires to place
on record any special reasons for not
agreeing to the second reading of bhill,
to move as an amendment to the gquesiton
a resolution declaratory of some principle
adverse to or differing from the princi-
ples, policy or provisions of the bill.”

MR. RALPH SMITH, closing the de-
bate, spoke at length in support of the
bill and the exclusion of civil servants
from participation in politics. He re-
ferred to the fact that the opposition de-
clared there were some features of the
bill to which they were not antagonistic
—which they even approved—as for ex-
ample the provision for recounts. Then
why had they not introduced similar
legislation during their tenure of office?
He thought that if the ecivil servants
were allowed to vote he should be al-
lowed to exercise personal influence in
pelitics, and take the platform or canvass
as well as vote for his favorite candi-
dates. . -

The resolution for second reading of
the bill was then put and carried on a
straight party division of 19 to 16,
rames being recorded as follows:

For—Messrs. Joseph Martin, Neill,
Green, McKechnie, Kellie, Kidd, Sem-
lin, Cotton, Higgins, Kinchant, Helgesen,
Prentice, Macpherson, R. Smith, J. M.
Martin, Munro, Henderson, Tisdall and
Deane—19.

Against—Messrs. Baker, Turner, Eb-
erts, A. W. Smith, Bryden, Ellison, Mec-
Phillips, Helmcken, McBride,  Irving,
Clifford, Robertson, Dunsmuir, Hall,
Booth and Pooley~16.

Thke commigtee stage was ordered for
the next si‘ting of the house. :

COUNTIES PEFINITION BILL.

. The ill with respect to counties defini-
tion_ being repoxted complete from com-
mittee, the report was adopted, and the
bill passed its third reading on the motion
of the Attorney-General.

LIQUOR LICENSES BILL.

Hon. Mr.” Martin rose to.move the
second reading of the bill relating to
liquor licenses, but was requested by Mr.
Speaker to take his seat for a moment.

*1 should like to direct the attention
of the Finance Minister,” said Mr,
Speaker, *“ to the fact that this too is a
bill which, following the practice of the
house, it would be necéssity to bring in
in_committee of the whole house.”

Hon. Mr. Martin contended that this
was not necessary. i

Mr. Turner pointed to the fact that
thg: bill appeared on the orders as * not
printed,” from which the members oppo-
site had con¢luded that it would not come
on as yet, and had not prepares them-
selves for it.

Hon. Mr. Martin thought it might be
well to defer consideration of this bill.
On Ioolqng over the bill as printed, he
had noticed that it  contafned several
things which the governmert had not in-
tended it should, as for example where
it was provided that $20§ per annum
should be charged for a Dotel license.
Theso. could very well bé amended in
committee, but he would ask that it
stand over.

Mr. Speaker suggested that the Atfor-
ney-General had better ask for the Jdis-
charge of the order and preseat the bill
te_the house later in the form desired.

Hon. Mr. Martin looked upon such
steps as entirely unnecessary, but as it
made “no difference to him particularly.”
followed the plan suggested, and the or-
der for second reading was discharged.

OTHER BILLS STAND OVER.

Mr. Speaker’s remarks with respect to
the Land act applying also to the bill re-
specting the extension to free miners of
the crown’s right to prospect in railway
lands,

Hon. Mr. Cotton asked that this bill
aiso stand over.

Hon. Mr. Martin was ready with auth-
orities to show that the course pre-
scribed by Mr. Speaker was quite un-
necessary in both cases. !

Mr. Speaker agreed that it appeared
unnecessary. Still, as the change pro-
posed involved a departure from what
had been the procedure of the house, he
preferred to take. a little time, May
appeared distinet in the matter, and
while the rules of the British Columbia
house appeared not to require that meas-
ures relating to land should come down
by message, it required careful consid-
eration. The matter would be laid over
until the next sitting of the house, and
a written ruling would be given.

TRADES LICENSE BILL GOES.

Hon., Mr. Cotton asked and obtained
leave to withdraw the bill relating to
trades and other licenses.

PRIVATE LEGISLATION AD-

VANCED.

Then followed the quick disposal of a
number of private bills in various stages
of advancement.

The Vancouver, Northern & Yukon
Railway Co.’s bill was read a third time
and passed.

Mr. Prentice applied for the discharge
of the order for adjourned committee on
the B. C. Telephones bill, and it was so
ordered.

The Chartered Commercial Co.’s bill|
passed its third and final reading, as did
also the bill for the incorporation of the
Big Bend Transportation Co.

The bill for the incorporation of the
Kootenay & Northwestern railway was
considered in committee and reported
complete without amendment.

The Pine Creek Flume Co. bill was
read a second time and set for commit-
tee at the next sitting of the house.

The second reading of the Truck Act
Amendment bill (Mr. Kellie) stood over. |
BUREAU OF MINES.

The house went into committee on the

Bureau of Mines bill.

In committee the following amendments
were incorporated with the bill, which
thereupon was reported complete - as
amended, the report to be considered
Wednesday:

‘(2.) Every person applying for a cer-
tificate of efficieney, on satisfying the
duly appointed examiners that he has
passed a course of practical, analytical
or assay work in any school of mines or
college in Canada, Great Britain, or Ire-
land, shall be entitled to reeeive a cer-
tificate of efficiency on the recommenda-
tion of the duly appeinted examiners,
and on payment of a fee to be determined
by the Lientenant-Governor-in-council;
but it shall rest with the examiners to
decide whether such course or examina-
tion is equivalent to the examination
prescribed by the examiners, and if such
examination or 'course is not, in the opin-

ion of the examiners, sufficiently similar

to the examinstion required by the ex-
aminers, the examiners may, in their dis-
cretion, require such candidate to pass
such further examination as they may

de‘%‘ necessary.

) The examiners appointed by  the
Lieutenant-Governor-in-council shall be
entitled to receive a certificate of effici-
ency.

“(4) The Lieutenant-Governor-in-coun-
cil may from time to time preseribe rules
and regulations for the carrying out of
guch examinations.”

In sub-section (2), line three, strike out
the words “sub-section (1)” and insert
tel.x)e,, words “sub-sections (1), (2) and

MUNICIPAL CLAUSES ACT.
Mr. Deane moved the second reading
of a bill to amend the Municipal Clauses
act, briefly explaining the provisions of
the measure offered to the house, and
then moving the adjournment of the de-
bate, which was consented to.
LEGISLATIVE NOTES.
The suggestion in the Rossland Times
that he is about to resigh, is mews to
Mr. J. M. Martin, M.P.P. for Rossland.
Col. Baker puts his position very
tersely in discussing the Provincial Elec-
tions bill when he says: “This bill has for
its purpose to divorce the civil sérvant
from his citizenship, and to make him a
slave to the government in power.”
The intention of the government with
respect to the fee for country hotel li-
censes hereafter is understood to be $60
per annum. At the present time the
sum charged is $10 every six months, so
that the license cost will simply be
trebled.

A bill to amend the Legal Professions
bill is shortly to be presented to the
house by the Attorney-General, the in-
tention of which is understood to be the
cancgllati_on of the six months’ residence
qualification at present requmired before
incoming barrirsters are entitled to prac-
tise in the province.

It is the intention of the government
in the new law dealing with liquor li-
censes to divide the province into vari-
ous license districts, each in charge of a
chx'ef inspector, all provincial constables
being inspectors ex officio. The superin-
tendent of police will have jurisdiction
over all parts of the province not within
a created inspection gistrict, and boards
of liquor commissioners are also ‘arrang-
ed for—to hold honorary offices and meet
twice a year. No license is to be grant-
ed hereafter except on petition of two-
thirds of the householders of the dis-
trict, exclusive of Chinese, Japanese and
Indians, and all applications are to be
gilven a one-time advertisement in some
local newspaper by the chief inspector of
the district. Every applicant for a li-
cense -will also be required to furnish
bonds in the sum of $500 against pos-
sible penalties under the act,

A.mong the new measures, notices of
which have just been given in the usual
manner, are the following: To provide
for special surveys (Hon, Mr, Martin);
to amend the Trustees and Executors’
Act Amendment act, 1899 (Hon. Mr.
Martin); to amend the Mineral act anq
amendments thereto (Hon: Mr. Cotton);
to amend the Birth, Degths and Marri-
iages act (Hon. Mr. Cotton); to amend
the Inspection of Metalliferous Mines
act (Hon. Mr, Cotton); to ameng the
County Court act (Hon, Mr. Ma tin);
to amend the Municipal Clauses act
(Hon. Mr. Martin); to amend the Water
Clauses  Consolidation act (Hon, Mr.
Martin); to amend the Public Dyking
act (Hon. Mr. Semlin). Besides these
Mr. Deane has given mnotice of a resolu-
tion to diréét the attention of the gov-
ernment to thé wurgency of enforcing
sanitary regulationg among the Chinese
in municipalities and f# unauthorized
districts; the same member proposes to
add a section to the Pine Creek Flume
Co.’s bill prohibiting the employment of
Chinese or Japanese on the works of the
company; and another clause in the came
bill, permitting the company to lay tele-
graph wires underground, if it is is con-
venient for them so to do as to string
them upon poles. Mr. Munro will ask
for all correspondence between the late

C.ommissioners, with reference to the lia-
bilities incurred by those commissioners.

One of the most radical measures of
th1§ radical-measure session is that
which was offlered to the house yesterday,
under the caption of “A bill to amend the
Supreme Court aect.” Its very first
material section has for its object the re-
moval of the ten-year residence qualifica-
tion for judges—which it not only pro-
poses to strike out now, but going fur-
ther, declares that it never had any force
or effect. Vancouver and Victoria judi-
cial districts ave placed on an absolutely
equal footing in legal matters; and the
custom of years with respect to courts of
assize is set aside in the re-enactment of
section 48 of the old act as follows: * Sit-
tings of the Supreme Court as a court of
assize and nisi prius, and of oyer and
terminer and general gaol delivery, to be
presided over by one of the Supreme
Court judges, shall be held without com-
missions, at such times and places as the
lieutenant-governor-in-council may from
time to time direct.” T'he duties of offi-
cial stenographers are defined, and all are
made directly responsible to and under
the orders of the attorney-general. Pro-
vision is made for sittings of the Full
Court at Victoria on the second Monday
in January and the first Monday in
March, May, September and November;
and at Vancouver on the fourth Monday
in January and the third Monday in
March, May, September and November,
sittings if necessary continuing until the
Friday of the week following each said
Monday. The authority to County
court judges in certain localities and un-
der certain conditions to hear Supreme
Court business is revoked.

WILL KNOWN VIOLINIST

<
Traveled Extensively Throughout the
Provinces — Interesting Statements
Concerning His Experience.

STELLARTON, N.S.—James R. Murray,
& well known violinist, of this place, who
has traveled extensively throughout the
Provinces, makes this statement:

‘‘I was running down in health and my
weizht fell off from 175 to 150 pounds.
Prescriptions did me but little good. My
trouble was called nervous dyspepsia. J
resorted to Hood’s SanQpnrilla and after
taking five bottles I was greatly benefited.
I feel as well now as ever in my life, and
bave increased in flesh so that I now

government and the late Sumas Dyking |
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HOSPITAL - DI

Every Facility Will Be Afforded
the Enquiry Wanted by Mr.
Higgins.

Mr. Flumerfelt One of the Diree-
tors Appointed by the Gov-
ernment Resigns,

In the motion made by Mr, Higgins in

the legislature on Monday a proposal of

Mr. H. Dallas Helmcken made at a re-

‘cent meeting of the Jubilee Hospital

board and which was in effect to have

the members of the house visit the hos-

pital, was somewhat overlooked. = On

Mr. Helmcken’s suggesting this course

the board left it with him to arrange a

convenient date for the occasion and

the result of his arrangements it was

expected would be made known at last

evening’s meeting of the board. Now,

howe\[er, as Mr. Higgins ‘asks for a

commission to enquire into the manage-

ment of the hospital the board appears

satisfied at this course in the matter and

it will facilitate in every way the work-

ing of the commission,

" There were present at the meeting last

evening President Alex. Wilson, H. Dal-

las Helmcken, Chas, Hayward, Joshua®
Davies, E. A, Lewis, J. L. Crimp and W.

J. Hanna. Among the reports read

that of the matron mentioned that two

nurses, Miss. E. Coppock, of Calgary,

and Miss E. Gordon, of Vancouver, have
finished their two year course of instruc-

tion and were now undergoing an exam-
ination for diplomas. She also spoke of
the non-receipt of badges for the gradu-
ates of the class of 1897. In connection

with donations she regretted having
omitted mentioning five dozen pillow
cases presented by Miss Williams on be-
half of the Girls’ Central school. The
medical officer’s report stated that the

ary was 41.7, the total days’ attendance
1,355 and the average cost per patient
was $1.37. A feature of these figures is
that ont of the total days’ stay 733 were
free patients,

The special committee appointed to
make certain improvements on the Du-
pont ambulance made its report, stat-
ing the alteration as carried out and
as published in the Colonist some time
ago, B

The January accounts amounting to
$1,575.49 were ordered to be paid if
found correct.

No mention was made at the meeting
regarding Mr. A. C. Flumerfelt’s retire-
ment from the board of direetors al-
though the faet was confirmed by ene of
t‘IE_l__n_Er_nbers. PPy

G e R " ig
Second Meeting.—A meetin. oF ik
e o % fing of the

B.:_‘,t,}sh Col"nhia Constitutional Asso-
©tion will be held in Foresters’ hall on
Friday evening, when the report of the
executive committee will be submitted.

Blok Headache and relieveall the troubles
dent fo a bilious state of the system, snchn?l
Dizzinuss, Nauses, Drowsiness, Distress after
eatix g, Pn‘in in the Side, &c. While their most
pexarkable sucoess has been shown in curing

__SICK

Headache, yet Carter’s Little Liver Pifis are
| equally valuablein Constipation, curing and pre-
venting thisannoying complaint, while they also
correctall disordersof thestomach,stimuiate the
| Mver and regulate the bowels, Even if tney valy

~ HEAD

| Bchethey would bealmostpricelessto those who
| eufferfrom this distressing compluint; butfortu-
| mately theizgoodness does notend hers,and those
who oncetry them will find these little pills valu-
ble in so many ways thas they will not be wil

‘ todowithoutthem. But after allsick head
-1

o

ACHE

f5the bane of 50 many lives that ks is where
We make our grewi boast. Our pillscureit whike
; ©thers donot.
i Carter’s Little Liver Pillsare very smail snd
| wery easy to take. Ons or two pillsnakea dose.
They are strictly vegetableand do not gripe ox
purgs, but by thelr gentleaction please ail who
use them. Invialsat25eents; fivefor $i. Sold
§iy aruggists everywhere, or sent by mail.

_GARTER MEDICINE CO., Hew Yo

Sall BiL% ol Dosa  Small Brios

B.C. YEAR BOOK, 1697

By R. E. GOSNELL g

$1 50 per copy

Cloth
Paper Cover.. 1 00 per copy

THE TRADE SUPPLIED.

This book contains very complete
historieal, ipolltleal, statistical, agri-
cultural, mining and general informa-
tion of British Columbia. Profusely
fllustrated.

THE GOLONIST P.&P. 0., LD,

VICTORIA, B.C.

weigh 177 pounds. 7 am well known in
this part ot the country, having followed
my profession, that of & violin musician

DIED.

triends what Hood'’s Sarsaparilla has done

for the last 26 years. I gladly tell my | M'KIRLIE—At Port San Juan, on the Sth

instant, John McKirlie, a native of
Dumfries, Scotland, aged 34 years.

for me. Before I began taking the medi-
cine I @id not have any ambition, but now
all is changed and my dyspeptic trouble
perfectly cured.” JAMES R. MURRAY.

illa, do not be induced to buy any
:ﬁgiitut:e. Be sure to get Hood’s, &

WHITTINGTON—On the 6th inst., at the

Naval Yard, Esquimalt, Charles F.
Whittington, aged 20 years, born in
Lancashire, England.

N.B. If you decide to take Hood’s Sar- | LELY—In this city, on the 9th Instant,

Arthur V. Lely, a native of Lincolnshire,
England, aged 26 years.

with Hood'sSarsanarilla.

3 the ills to take | FOX—In this city the 10th instant,
H l,s pl“sm only&s (] n s city on e nstan

Henry M. Fox, a native of Massachu-
setts, U.S.A,, aged 45’ years.

daily average attendance during Janu- .
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“ Moderato” and His Comments on
the Reecent Production of
“The Rose Maiden.”

Essential Qualities of a True Cun-
ductor—Coming Events in
Musieal Cireles at Home.

“ Moderato,” in last Monday’s issue of
the Times (to apply the familiar passage
of Lucretius) from * the well-girt, serene
temple of excellence in musical judg-
ment, looks down upon the erring crowd
beneath,” and essays to show wherein
the Choral Union’s production of Cowen’s
cantata was essentially defective. Anony-
mity is a distinct advantage to a musical
critic; for it certainly conduces to inde-
pendent assertion and allows a fearless
critie to either lash with stinging censure
or to smother blushing modesty with gar-
lands of praise. One therefore has no
desire to pierce the shield of unknown
identity under cover of which * Modet-
ato” hurls his barbed javelins, and’ it
would be invidious to insinuate that his
opinion are dictated by any other motive
than in the direction of the musical pro-
gress of the ecommunity. Purity of in-
tention does not, alas! always lead to
soundness of judgment, and when * Mod-
erato’s 7’ criticism is in turn subjected to
criticism, it presents so many of the
errors to which we poor mortals are all
prone, that perhaps in the future it
would be better for *“ Moderato ” to prac-
tise a little moderation and come down
from the lofty pedestal of obvious ego-
tism and dogmaiic assertion.

* Moderato’s ”’ analytical powers are
not the keenest when he ventures to
assert that the music of *The Rose
Maiden 7 is dramatic in the extreme. It
is idylic. It is a pastoral, depicting
diverse emotions with richness and
variety of coloring. ‘‘The Rose Maiden ”
passes from feelings of ineffable
delicacy to those of virile grandeur.
There is tenderness, sprightly merriment,
hope, sadness and despair. There is
emotion and pathos—but not one note of
passion. The music of “The Rose
Maiden ” soothes, exhilarates, gladdens,
saddens, but does not thrill. :

Who would ever dream of placing
“The Rose Maiden” in the category of
such masterpieces of dramatic intensity
as * Cavalliera Rusticana,” or *
Trovatore” ? Beethoven is often com-
pared to Shakespeare; Mendelssohn upd
Chopin to Shelly and Keats, in simplicity
of expression, in romanticism, in wgalth
of imagery, soaring into misty heights
without being lost to understanding, in
the subtle suggestion of the exact transi-
tion stage of impressions and feelings
merging into each other; in these.char-
acteristics Cowen is a musical re-incar-
nation, assimilating and blend'mg the
poetical impulses of such opposite poles
in the realm of verse as Browning and
Heine. ’

« Moderato” tells about the music of
“The Rose Maiden” ‘' compassing the
varying emotions of peace, love and
anguish.” Peace is rather an absence
of emotion, and surely means a tr:?.nqml
mental state. It is an incongruity to
speak of the emotion of peace. Peace 18
a sentiment rather than an emotlol}.

“Moderato ”’ carps at Mr. Greig’s inter-
pretation, and raps him for not having
better control of his choral and o‘rcl;eys-
tral forces. 'The charm of Mr. Greig's
conducting rested particularly in the
admirable way in which he,brought out
the delicate shading and the vivid con-
trasts. Any statement wh.lch c_harg‘es
Dr. Nash or the orchestra with being in-
attentive to the baton is wide of the
mark, for the very pause In Mrs. Helm,;
cken’s solo instanced by “_ l\Ioderato
furnished proof of Mr. Greig's control.
It was no fault of the orchestra that
the performers -were x_‘ocalle(} to th:lf
starting point. This incident, if 1-¢-tee‘t{-e
to at all, deserves to be mentioned as .'u
splendid exhibition of orches_t.ml'dmg-
pline, and the quiet, resourceful way 1n
which' Mr. Greig escaped from a difficult
position establishes him as a leudgr 1}1
whom an orchestra can have the tulleb‘t
confidence. Mr. Greig may not have a
penchant for the 10ng;dr:nvn—uut 1;:1‘ll)en-\
tando, but surely that is not _the s}lpl(lﬁt)
test of phrasing. 1‘.hrasmg is the
rhetoric of music, and 1t.\y01}ld be “T"
just to say that Mr. Greig's 111ter_[>{'(?.tt1:
ticn was mechanical and not expl_essn}
of all the shades of delicate feeling 80
characteristic of * The Rose Maiden.

"The Colonist’s notice of the FQ)ICC}'t
did not compare Mr. Greig to bqull in
any other sense than a cum.mumty n
two respects, Viz., unobtrusiveness of
manner and that sympathy between L:()ll.—
ductor and orchestra so essential to hﬁl((i
cess. The ideal ConQuqtor.:s dlstmgumh.e
by possessing the imitative rather t'.m
the creative faculty. The c.omposef'?
conductors color the works of vol.hejl_a
with a strong dilution of their own n)«ln:
vidual pigment, and th}s explains the
difference of interpretation l)etwee_u~ 31
Sousa and a Seidl. Seidl would gl“(‘ a
scholastic rendition of a Beethoven b()!}-:
ata; it would be Beethoven in all h:s
sublimity and grandeur. On‘the (?thu:
hand, Sousa’s interpromt;on of the b;\ll\\;
sonata might well be referred to on the
programme as a Beethoven-Sousa trans-

ition.

po;h-. Greig belongs to the order of con-
ductors with the imitative or reprod};\(;
tive faculty in the ascendant, and tha
accounts for the successful manner in
which he sinks his own 11!(!1\'1duﬂllt} in
the effort to bring out the impulses and
emotions of another. e i

« Moderato” will consult his score
otl‘f' The Rose Maiden,” he will find that
when the chorus, *’mid the waving rose
trees,” changes into four flats, the notes
are detached and staccato and not legato.
Mr. Greig violated no canon of true in-
terpretation by allowing the piano to
fortify the strings and the wind in a
passage that calls for distinct, though
delicate accentuation. The chief effect
to be produced is that of fluency, and it
must be admitted that this end was
achieved. The piano was not heard in
any of the legato movements of thl§
chorus, and consequently * Moderato’
has fallen a victim to error.

* Moderato” also complains that the
piano could be heard accompanying the
solo instruments. .If © Moderato” will
consult his score again, he will find that
the oboe has a preponderance of solo
work, and this feature accentuates the
pastoral nature of the cantata. Will
“Moderato ”. suggest how the oboe can
be substituted by any of the other wood-
wind instruments? An oboe player, on
account of the difficult character of this
instrument, is a rara avis, and this part
must either be assigned to the flute,
clarionet or piano. = As neither the flute
nor clarionet could give the peculiar
coloring of the oboe, Mr. Greig no doubt
thought it would be safer to call on the
piano. With such a crotchety, splenetie
critic as “Moderato,” it will not be un-
fair to assume that if he did not refer
to a certain successful feature of the
cgncert, he either must have overlooked
k. or it was too manifestly gocd for

even a fault-finder to carp at. The
Choral Union is indeed to be congratulat-
ed that “Moderato,” by his silence, mu
be taken to admit that neither solo,
chorus nor orchestra fell away from
pitch. To have a perfect attuning of
chorus and orchestra is something not
to be made light of. ‘ ;
It is passing strange that “Moderato ”
harps on the defects of the orchestra,
and forebore to' praise the grand work
of the chorus. One realizes that
Cowen’s _orchestration takes rank as
very meritorious composition, and in lis-
tening to the cantata the instrumental
accompaniment irresistibly appeals with
its beautiful counter-point and sympa-
thetic coloring of the theme. ‘“Moderato”
pours out all his vial of wrath on the
orchestra and the “ machine-like” inter-
pretation of Mr. Greig. All that can
be said in answer to this is that for
some strange reason one of the best
amateur orchestral effects yet produced
in this city received the severest criti-
cism. That Mr. Greig’s interpretation
was not mechanical can be shown by the
fact that sometimes he divides his beats.
For instance, in six-eighth time, where
the music was running with smooth and
easy transition, he used only two beats
in the bar, but when the tempo was
slower and there was a vestige of rallen-
tando, he beat every quaver in order to
obtain the proper accentuation. On no
occasion did he depart from De Costa’s
admonition to amateur conductors to re-
If’min from any attempt to divide a single
eat.
Cowen’s “ Rose Maiden ” received such
splendid treatment at the hands of the
Choral Union. that the annguncement
that it will be repeated on Wednesday
week is a welcome one.
., METRONOME.

BENEVOLENT SOCETY

Twenty-Seventh Annual ‘Meeting of
the Pioneer Charitable Society
of the Uity.

Report of the President and Bal-
ance Sheets Showing Reecipts
and Expenditures.

"The twenty-seventh annual meeting of
the British Columbia Benevolent Society
was held yesterday in the Pioneer hall,
the president, Mr. Alex. Wilson in the
chair., The financial statement and
president’s address, dealing with the
work done during the year, were read
and adopted, and the old officers were re-
eiected as follows: President, Alex. Wil-
son; vice-president, F. Carne, Jr.; secre-
tary-treasurer, W. H. Mason. - The fol-
lowing compose the relief committee:
Mrs. M. Adams, A. C. Flumerfelt, John
Nicholles, F. P. Watson, E. E. Black-
wood, Capt. Warren, Allen Grahame, W.
Walter, D. H. Ross, J. F. Fell, J. B.
Lovell] T. J. Burnes, B. Boggs.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT.
Ladies and Gentlemen:—This is our
twenty-seventh anniversary meeting, and
our society still continues to carry on its
benevolent purposes, notwithstanding the
very small subscription list for the past
year.
Fortunately there was a balance of
$403.75 brought down from 1897 to
commence the year 1898, and we had a
very fine benefit concert—Giorza’s Mass—
given under the direction of Mr. Victor
Austin and his very able assistants, that
produced a net profit of $109.25. The
subsecription list only amounted to $209
(the smaliest it has ever been), and after
deducting the usual expenses a balance
is left of $136.65.
One hundred and twenty-eight relief
orders of various kinds have been given,
amounting to an expenditure of $443.05,
being $54.33 more than expended for the
like purpose in 1897.
The society were in a position to give
a small donation of $50 towards the re-
lief of the sufferers by the disastrous fire
in New Westminster.
The Salvation Army shelter has been
of much benefit to us as a means of help-
ing to economize our funds, as on pay-
ment of a very small charge destitute
men can be sent there for relief and get
clean, wholesome food and shelter.
The severity of the weather has been
very hard on our poor people, and. fuel
has been much needed.

Thanking all those who have assisted
us in any way to carry on the desires of
the society, I remain yours truly,

ALEX. WILSON,

President.
BALANCE SHEET FOR 1898.
Receipts.

Balance from 1897 $403 T
Subscriptions and donations . 209
Benefit concert—*‘Gioza’s Mass” 109 25
Réfund from corporation for as
sisted passages
Refund, beneficiaries

Total ..

Relief ..

A. Grahame, auditor

Robert Ridley, services at hall. .

T. R. Cusack, printing

Colonist, advertising

Secretary and treasurer’s salary. 150

Balance on hand, $136.65.
Examined and found correct.
A. GRAHAME,
Auditor.

AT L o
DROWNED AT SAN JUAN.

John McKerlie Loses His Life in “At-
tempting to Cross.the River in a
Canoe.

The remains of John McKerlie, a miner
who left here less than a month ago on
a prospecting trip in the San Juan River
district, were brought to the city yes-
terday afternoon by the steamer Queen
City. The deceased was drowned in
San Juan river on Wednesday last. He
left the residence of Mr. Joseph Wil-
liams, for whom he was working, at
3:30 in the afternoon to go to the In-
dian rancherie to borrow a canoe to go
after another canoe which was drifting
out of the harbor. Shortly afterwards
an Indian boy reported that a white man
had fallen out of a small canoe in the
river and not being able to swim had
sunk immediately. Mr, Williams and
another gentleman present came to the
conclusion that McKerlie had been
drovg'ned and immediately securing the
services of Indians dragged the river.
The body was recovered two hours after
the accident. The sworn statement of
Mr. Williams, the last white man to see
Mr. McKerlie alive, was forwarded to
Su;_)ermtondont Hussey by the provincial
police constable at San Juan. In an
accompanying letter the constable speaks
very highly of the assistanee rendered

by the Indians in recovering the body.
John McKerlie was a native of Dum-
fries, Scotland. He leaves a wife and

four children who reside on Miechi
utrﬁa:, James Bay. { ity it
Queen City brought eight passen-
gers from the West Oougt, G. H. Hayes
and wife Miss Pyle, 8. Bims and Mrs.
Sereault from Alberni, and W. Lorimer,
T, Baird and P. Hansen from San Juan.
Work at Hayes mine is being impeded at
present by the road being in bad condi-
$ion from thawing snow. Mr. Hayes
expects his associates to be here from
Portland by Tuesday, when helwill ac-
company them to the mine.
No further news was received in re-
gard to the wreckage reported on the
previous trips of the steamer.

ROUTES TO ATLIN.

Railway Company Abandon the Fan Tail
for the Too-Chi Trail.

The railroad company have abandoned
the Fan Tail trail from Log Cabin to
Atlin City, an'g will use the Too-Chi
trail from Log Cabin to the commercial
centre of the Atlin country jnstead. The
Fan Tail trail as it stands to-day is ad-
mitted by every one who has gone over
it to be a good road for the use of pedes-
trians and light loads, either with single
horse and sled or with dog teams.

General Superintendent E. C. Hawkins
has stated that the main reason for the
abandonment of the Fan Tail cut-off by
the railway company was that the gen-
eral character of the ground on this
trail was not as favoraole for sledding
heavy loads of freight with double
teams as is the gradual down grade that
is the chief recommendation of the Too-
Chi trail. Mr. Hawkins supplied the
foll(l)wing description of the Too-Chi
trail:

“The elevation of Log Cabin, B. C.,
above sea level is 2,750 feet. From that

station down to Lake Too-Chi the dis-

tance is nine miles, and the elevation of
Too-Chi lake is 2,320 feet. A gradual
down grade from Log Cabin to Too-Chi
lake, having a fall of only 430 feet in
this entire distance of nine miles is found.
The nature of the ground between Log
Cabin and Lake Too-Chi is favorable for
the construction of a double bob-sled
road. Lake Too-Chi is 22 miles long,
and the steady northern winds that howl
through Too-Chi Gap all winter.long,
sweep the, solid ice free from snow.

“ From the foot of Too-Chi lake to
Taku Arm the distance is four miles.
The elevation of Too-Chi lake is 2,320
feet above sea level, and the elevation of
Taku Arm is 2,130 feet. This gives a
fall of only 190 feet in four miles over
the portage between Too-Chi Lake and
Taku Arm.

“ From this station Taku Arm to the
Golden Gate the distance is 30 miles.
For this entire distance of 30 miles the
trail runs over the ice on Taku Arm.
The wind sweeps the ice free from snow,
and the road is good. The trail con-
tinues over the ice 14 miles from the
Golden Gate to Taku City. From Taku
City there is, a portage of one mile and
a half over a‘level strip of land to Atlin
lake. The” elevation of Atlin lake
above sea level is 2,200 feet. Since the
elevation at the starting point on Taku
Arm is 2,130 feet and the elevation of
Lake Atlin is 2,200 feet, there is only a
raise of 70 feet in the entire distance of
fifty and a half miles from the starting
point to Atlin City. The total distance
from Log Cabin to Atlin by the Too-Chi
trail is eighty-five and one-half miles.”

Success comes to those who persevere.
If you take Hood’s Sarsaparilla faith-
fully and persistently, you will surely
be benefitted. oy

S o A e
TO PUNISH VICTORIA.

Report That the Government Assay
Office Is to Be Removed
to Vancouver.

Efforts have been put forward during
the last few months to have the provin-
cial government assay office removed
from Victoria to Vancouver. Several
deputations have waited on the govern-
ment asking that an assay office be estab-
lished at the Terminal City, and it was
reported last evening that the cabinet
had acceded to the request, or at least
that they had promised to remove the
office across the Gulf. e

While it is admitted that Vancouver
should have a®government assay office,
there seems mno good reason why Viec-
toria should be deprived of ope. During
the last few months there has been an
increased interest shown in the mines of
Vancouver Island, and there have been
hundreds of prospectors out in the moun-
tains, particularly in Alberni and along
the West Coast. In the spring the num-
ber will certainly be largely increased,
and if the prospectors have to go to
Vancouver to get official assays of their
ores it will work a great hardship on
them.

R L

you Need [t

[tYou would avoid the troubles
and dangers that Stomach
derangements brin- on

Paine;s Celery Comp und Banishes
gvery Difficu ty and Restores
Perfrct Health.

Stomach troubles are exceedingly common
and varied in character. To-day thousands
complain of stomach derangements. Sto-
mach difficulties are usually manifested by
poor appetite, foul tongue and breath,
putrid or bitter taste in the mouth, a de-
sire for acids; some. have headache, sleepy
feelings, constipation, inactive bowels and
vomiting the food and bile.

Victims of stomach troubles manifest low
spirits, despondent mind and have fears of
impending danger. It matters not what the
symptoms are; any of them indicate low
nerve force and point to the fact that
the digestive system is out or gear and
the blod in an unhealthy cendition.

in order to avoid the many dangers of
indigestion, dyspepsia and general stom-
ach derangements Paine’s Celery Compound
should be msed when any of the many
unpleasant symptoms that lead to trouble
the experienced. A few doses of nature’s
health restorer will quickly set the diges-
tive machinery of the body in perfeet run-
ning order, and good health will be main-
tained.

If it be that you have long neglected the
troubles that have become deep seated and
chronie, do not despair. The faithful use
of Paine’'s Celery Compound for a few
weeks will, without fail, banish_.all your
sufferings; your appetite will become na-
tural, your rest and sleep will be refresh-
ing and your food will enrich your blood,
making bone and muscle, and your health
will be as rugged as cver before.

MORALS AND MANNERS

Supt. Eaten’s Lecture Provokes
Disenssivn by the Teachers’
Institute.

A Limestoue Lesson by Miss Law-
son and Her Bright
Pupils.

The regular monthly meeting of the
Vietoria Teachers’ Institute was held in
the Girls’ Central school on Friday after-
noon last, with President A. W. Curry
in the chair, the special attraction of the
day being an observation lesson on
“Lime,” which Miss Maria Lawson gave
to a number of her pupils. This lesson
was very interesting. Miss Lawson ques-
tioned the pupils about the forms and

uses of lime, and the manner in which
the limestone is converted into quick-
lime, and this -again into slaked lime.
She then directed attention: to the shells
by the seashore, and the resemblance
between them and limestone, and drew
from the pupils the fact that all the
mountains of limestope have been formed
from: shells which were at one time at
the bottom of the sea. This lesson was
1lln‘stratgd by a number of specimens.

The discussion on Miss Lawson’s les-
son was taken part in by Messrs. Gillis,
Campbeli, McNeill and Miss Cameron,
and the benefits derived by the pupils
from such lessons were dwelt upon, and
the plan of giving practical lessons to a
class of pupils before the Institute highly
commended.

Miss - Lawsor? closed the discussion,
stating that she had given the lesson,
not because she thought she could do her-
sc}f justice, but in order that others
might be induced to follow with similar
lessons.

A most interesting discussion then took
place on an address delivered by Super-
intendent Eaton on * Morals and Man-
ners ” at the January meeting of the In-
stitute. Miss Williams led in the dis-
cussion, and was followed by the Misses
Gardiner, Cameron, Lawson and Wat-
son, and Messrs. Galbraith, Stephenson,
McNeill, Campbell and D. S. Tait. While
some difference of ‘opinion existed as to
the duty of the teachers in this matter,
and the best method of giving lessons
on this important subject, the ' general
consensus of opinion as brought out was
as follows:

1. The great importance of the subject.

2. The necessity of the teacher being
what he or she wishes the pupils to be,
as each teacher is a living epistle, known
and read and imitated by the pupils.

3. The right and duty of each teacher
to take a deep interest not only in the
moral education of the pupils while in
the school, but also to use every proper
effort to improve the environment of the
pupils when out of school.

4. The undesirability of placing this
subject on the time-table and giving les-
sons on it at stated times; and yet the
importance of giving definite instruction
in moral principles, and the necessity of
having in mind an outline of what shall
be taught during the term.

Miss Trotter, who was present by the
courtesy of the executive, on the invita-
tion of the president gave a recitation,
which was much appreciated by the In-
stitute. She afterwards stated that she
would be glad to form a class in element-
ary elocution, so that teachers might be
the better qualified to teach reading to
their pupils. After a number of teachers
had expressed their sympathy with the
project, Miss Speers was appointed to
consult with the teachers about the mat-
ter and to secure a class of at least 25.

PILOTAGE AN‘I‘) NAVIGATION.

‘Experience of Last Year in British Co-
lumbian and Alaskan Waters.
To the Editor of the Colonist:

Sir:—As the year of 1898 was a brisk
and prosperous time fur shipping in these
waters and was also a disastrous one
for insurance companies, the following
remarks regarding the same may be of
interest. .

In the first rush to the North in the
season of 1898, a number of ships of
from 2,000 to 4,000 tons were engaged in
the trade. These ships were found to be
too large, not only from the increased
difficulty of navigating them in narrow,
intricate waters, but also from the com-
petition ¢f many smail and less costly
vessels.

The large ships with no return freight
proved unprofitable. Few of these ves-
sels attempted Wrangel Narrows, partly
on account of their size, and because but
few of their pilots entering the field so
suddenly, had the local knowledge and
experienced necessary for the more intri-
cate passages, who not being required to
show any government credentials had
but little difficulty in getting engaged on
their own representations.

The lesson taught by that season’s ex-
pericnce will no doubt put an end to
iarge ships on the route and may intro-
duce some method for arriving at the
proper standard of ability for pilots,
hitherto not well looked into and not
without its difficulties, as navigation is
carried,about equally through both Brit-
ish (Canadian) and American waters,
and neither nation can issue certificates
of competency except in their own
waters.

The opinion of the most experienced
pilots goes to demonstrate that Wrangel
Narrows, may, and has been used by
steamers up to 300 feet long and 20 feet
draft. Slowing at the sharpest turns
without the least difficulty. This goes
to show that Wrangel Narrows taken
under proper tidal conditions as to depth
(rise and fall average 17 feet) and cur-
rent, which sometimes run up to six
knots, and under the guidance of com-
petent experienced pilots, the Narrows
offer no very serious difficulties, and in
fact the larger proportion of disasters
which, in the past season, taxed so heav-
ily, both insurance and owners, did not
occur in the Narrows, and were due in
the majority of cases, to the lack of local
knowledge and experience of those in
charge, some of them glaring instances
of incapacity.

On the other hand, the outside pass-
age, as it is called, round Cape Decision,
requiring 75 miles extra distance more
than by Wrangel Narrows, is a some-
what tortuous route. One point in favor
of the Narrows track and considered by
loval navigators important, is that it al-
lows more daylight to pass the locality
towards Juneau, where drifting ice fields
from the glaciers of Holkham bay and
Taku inlet are frequently met with and
are a source of danger. ‘

It is important that steamers navigat-
ing these waters should have steam
steering gear, and an electric searchlight
would be a great boon.

In the case of American ships I am
surprised to hear that a number of them
had no deviation tables, and in many
cases no proper instruments for deter-
mining this error of the compass, and
that many of the masters have a very
hazy knowledge of that part of their du-

ties. Tn the United States I believe
there is no government regulation in re-
gard to this, consequently the pilot is
working under great odds in foggy
weather, and dark rainy nights, with, to
say the best, only a rough idea of the
Proper compass course.

This is where insurance risk comes in,
and it is surprising that there are mot
more accidents on this remediable point
alone.

The Canadian government has im-
proved the navigation northward by a
number of - new lights at dangerous
points, but the American government is
sadly behind in this respect; sinee such
there are no lighthouses in- all Alaska,
mth_the exception of a/small stake light
at Sitka. (

It must not be suppésed that the coasts
of British Columbia and Alaska are the
only dangerous ones in the world, as
there are numerous places equally as bad
on which insurance is done at very low
rates. My opinion is that a careful se-
lection of pilots, combined with compe-
tent masters, who know their work
thoroughly, and do it, will tend to great-
ly reduce the feeling of extreme risk
that underwriters have evidently got for
this part of the world. .

_The above information has been prin-
cipally gathered from one who has had a
long experience in navigating these wat-
ers, and whose intelligent records con-
stitute him an authority on the subject.

SAML HENDY.

ARODND THE HOTHLS,

President Graves of the White Puss
and Yukon Railway Com-
pany at the Driard.

So Far the Winter Has Be-n a Xild
One in the Inter.or Catile
Distriets.

Mr. 8. H. Graves, president of the
White Pass & Yukon Railway Company,
who spent the winter in London arrived
in the city on the steamer City of Se-
attle on Sunday morning, in company
with Mr, George W. Mitchell, who is
interested in the company, and registered
at the Driard. Here Mr. Graves was
seen by a representative of the Colonist
yesterday. Without building any cas-
tles in the air, the president of a com-
pany which has gone into an undertaking
which a few years ago would have been
laughed at as being ridiculous, speaks
very hopefully of the success of the pro-
ject. Their great trouble, he said, had
been to keep men at work. They had
sent hundreds of laborers up but just
as soon as they got into the way of the
work they would leave. It was quite
natural and he could not blame the
men for going off after they had got
enough money together to stake off
claims. As high as their wages were
the company could not hope to prevent
men from going off to the gold fields. At
present, however, they had more men at
work then ever and the work was pro-
gressing very satisfactorily despite ‘the
weather. The company were not going
to allow any obstacles to prevent them
from carrying the project out. The first
thing was to get to Bennett and when
that point was reached the road would be
carried on down the Yukon river to Fort
Selkirk as the charter called for. Then
the company had a bill pending before
the local legislature to enable them to
build a branch line from Log Cabin to
Atlin and a bill would be introduced in
the Dominion parliament to enable them
to extend their line from the interna-
tional boundary and for further powers.
Said Mr. Graves: “We will have to go
to the United States government,” inti-
mating that the head of the company had
in view a railway that would tap all
the mining districts in the Yukon valley,
both above and below Dawson.

Mr. Graves was asked if it was the in-
tention of the company to ask any as-
gistance from the governiments to carry-
ing out the scheme. He replied that
they had not asked for any assistance
for the main line, describing that as a
commercial road, one built after the
trade had been established. The branch
lines which were built to develop a dis-
trict; were described as development
roads, and he considered that where a
company undertook to develop a district
they should be assisted.

As to the Atlin country, Mr. Graves
said it was at present in a peculiar po-
sition, for it was difficult to say what the
effect of the act prohibiting aliens to
take up placer claims would be. It
would ecertainly retard development for
the first season, as it would prevent a
large number of Americans, who had
intended to go in from doing so. What
the effect would be afrer the first season,
remained to be seen, and consequently
the company were taking a certain risk
in building the line. The road would not,
however, be a difficult one to build.

Mr. Graves will wait here for General
Superintendent E. C. Hawkins, who is
daily expected from the North.

At the Oriental is Mr. D. A. Stoddart,
of Clinton, formerly member of the leg-
islature for Bast Lillooet, who has a
petition pending against the sitting mem-
ber, Mr. J. D. Prentice. The winter
has been a mild one so far as British
Columbia’s cattle districts are concerned,
said. Mr. Stoddart last evening, and
there have have been no losses; in fact
very little feeding has as yet been done.
Although there have in some years been
heavy losses in March, the cattle are
pretty safe for this season as they are
in good conditioin.

Among the guests at the Dominion
hotel is Mr. W. H. Higgins, who has a
big contract for getting out some logs
for the Chemainus mill. He is having
built at the Albion lron Works a very
large engine which will be used to get
the logs to the water.

Mr. Lake F. Ayson, a prominent New
Zealand naturalist and scientist who has
been appointed by the New Zealand gov-
ernment to study and report upon the
different methods in use in Italy, France,
Switzerland, Germany, the United States
and Canada, spent Sunday in Viectoria,
while waiting for the Aorangi to sail.
From the observatioins which he has
made Mr. Ayson greatly favors the Am-
erican system and it will be this that the
New Zealand government will no doubt
decide on for the stocking of that coun-
try’s fresh water lakes and rivers with
marketable fish. Mr. Ayson considers
that the fish hatcheries on the Fraser
could be increased with comparatively
little cost. He is taking with him
2,000,000 eggs of the white fish of the
Great Lakes, half -of which were pre-
sented to him by the United States fish
commissioner and half by the Canadian
fishery department. He has also had
sent to New Zealand 30,000 of the ova
of spring salmon and has arranged for
shipments of such game as elk. geese and
ducks. A few pair of each of the latter
he bad wifh ki on the Aorangi.

THE BRITISHER'S VIEW

Exelusion of Ameriean Miners Can-
not But Affect This Provinece
Injuriously.

Mr. Escomhs and Mr. Shalleross
Spesk From Personal Experi-
ence of Firsé Results.

“Dawson is in the money-lenders’
hands at present,” says Mr. J: H. Es-
combe, who has just returned here from
the Klondike. ‘ Money was worth from
10 to 1215 per cent. per month early in
January, and difficult to get at that on
very fair security. All ‘corners’ had
broken down when I left, and prices for
all commodities were very low. Cord-
wood had fallen from $35 to $13; but-
ter from $2.50 to $1 per ID. Sugar, beef,
bacon, flour and beans showed a similar

decline, so that Dawsonites can*now live
cheaply‘enough. Freight to the,creeks
was being keenly competed for, and
rates were very low. Hay and oats are
now at 25 cents per Ib.

* The hospitals are somewhat crowded
with typhoid patients, over 800 being
treated. The death rate of -these cases
is, hgwever, very low—about 2 per cent.

" Some progress has been made in the
dls:cglssions between the citizens and the
officials relative to the incorporation of
the town. The licensing fees imposed
by the council cause some dissatisfaction
amongst the smaller dealers in liquor,
and particularly on the part of the road-
house keepers. The trail from Dawson
to Bennett is good at s
road-house can be made for a certainty
every night. The charges are uniform
t.l}roughout the trip—meals $1.50, bunks

1

* During our entire trip of 22 days we
had but two snow storms, one of them
heavy.

“ Quite a party from Dawson arrived
at Bennett about the same time, almost
all Americans, and many of them on
their way into the Atlin country. They
were keenly disappointed when they
heard of the alien bill. Several incom-
ing Americans were making their way
to Tagish to take out N. W. T. licenses
in order to prospect the country over be-
yond the British Columbia border.

“The alien bill, it appears to me, will
work sad mischief to Britishers gener-
ally, and I cannot see what benefit Brit-
ish Columbia can gain by it. Merchants
and transportation companies, it is ob-
vious, will lose heavily, and the towns
of Victoria and Vancouver will get fewer

government throw away a handsome in-
come which would come to them on the
charges for licenses, transfers, etc.

“ One bf the worst features of the bill,
however, is that, by closing the market

are enormously reduced in value, and
the sufferer is the Britisher.

“The bill will particularly hurt the
British railway enterprise via White
Pass, and this is rather hard, seeing that
these people have been advertising . the
British Columbia strip of Atlin country
so generously. It would have been just
as easy for them to have advertised the
creeks over the border in the Northwest
Territory.

“I look at this bill entirely from a
British Columbia standpoint and without
regard to its effect upon America or
Americans.

“ There might be some small show of
reason in it if we were in sufficient num-
bers ourselves to open up this new coun-
try. As this is not the case, it appears
to me to be very foolish to shut out an
enterprising people.

1 think it is pretty generally conceded [
that in all gold-winning much more is |
spent in obtaining it than it ever returns,
and the aliens coming into your gold

spending travellers to cater for. The|

to the American claim-owner, the claims |

e,

cleverest miners the world has

::me from California, Coloragr)en’\sl‘feu
B%V ﬁnd other points in the statés: o

doorta:h are we,doiz_lg by closing the

door to these men? Simply putting byl

e growﬂ} of our country at least tf‘
years and in reality getting absolutel y ;“
guxd pro quo. While I do not Wwish o
e understoogi as hostile to our A'um‘-ju
:ﬁ.n friends, 'it may be well here C

at I am not taking a broad view of t(h)“
gveﬁx.eﬁll merits or demerits of the bili,
N 1€h would include our relations with

merica. 1 am merely looking at it fron
the nar.ro’wer view—its effect on Britiq1
Columbia S commerce. This, after ’!:i]l
Is what directly concerns us and touch.
Ou‘f'Tgockets, so let us be plain. &

open up a new country there i
ao doubt that it requires daring ulmu:{
mounting to rashness, and the attend-
ant risks the American miners take with-
out hesitation. The result can be seen
all the way from the coast to Dawson
’Its seed can be seen in Atlin to-day.
The fruit would have been largely rip-
en‘?d‘ during the present year. :

’lhe_ exclusion bill has undoubtedly
there is no room to question the state.
;neug.——hul:t ship owners and merchants
in Victoria and Vancouver.—It has cu?

-\ off travel which was going by an inecreas-

mg extent by Canadian steamers. [
has' to my certain knowledge—and I
satisfied the statement cah be substa.-
tiated on enquiry here—caused many
orders to be withdrawn from our mp;u‘
ants. i

“3 have had the best of opportunitics
to obtain the views of the genuine miners
and one and all have expressed their
extreme satisfaction with the treatmen:
accorded them by merchants here and in
’Vuncouver who have put up outfits for
i'them. Now this is most important, It
|is talked about everywhere and it has b.-
come well understood that they can buy
‘goods here at least as cheaply as els.
lwhere, the duty is saved and a whole 1ot
| of trouble avoided at the customs honses
{on the other side of the summit so that
! our ship owners and merchants directly
| suffer to an enormous extent. Indirect])
)therefqre the province suffers. 5
| “Atlin is well adapted for the growth
EOf hard wheat and for ranching. In this
}.latter connection one man was drivine
{in a herd of thoroughbred cattle to Atlin.
| Arriving  at Log Cabin he learnt of the
excluison bill and slaughtered there and
then his herd.

“Why, you say, the act does not ex
{ clnde ranchers? True, but the fuact at
| once appeals to his business interesis
[that ,if Americans be execluded from
place}' mining, virtually there will be no
one in the country; it will not be inhah-
ited to any extent. One moment's re-
flection must convinee you that this con-
clusion is true.

“An acquanitance of mine—a Montana
'runcher—himself intended to take cattle
into Atlin. The exclusion bill stopped the
carrying out of his intentions immedi-
ately.
| “The absence of a ‘ecrush’ into Atlin
| will delay, perhaps sine die, the con-
i struction of railways to Atlin.

[ “Directly, therefore, the province is
materially injured by the very passuage of
an act designed to benefit the country.

“Although I said I would take a1 nar-
row view—a selfish view of the muatter—
it will not be out of place if I direct at-
tention to the hardships worked upon
individuals by the granting of licenses
prior to the passage of the act, but
where claims cannot be recorded after
the 18th ult. Many holding such licenses
knowing nothing of the possibility of
:such an act being passed located claims
in good faith. Subsequent to the 18th
they appeared before Gold Commissioner
Graham for record, which of course h
had to refuse, One young fellow had
put every cent he possessed into an out-
fit and to getting there, appeared for
record, whieh he had to be refused. Th
poor devil was all broken up and wept
like a child. He had put his all into
his venture full of hope. This is on
of many instances.

“Surely some protection should be ac-
corded to those already holding licenses,
This is nothing but common justice.”

am

1-

country practically says: ‘I will spend
$2 in your country for every dollar I
take away.’ |

“I cannot believe that a bill so con-|
trary to all British principles can long
remain in force.”

THE RESULT IN ATLIN.
To the Editor of the Colonist:

Sir: On arriving from Alaska yester-
day, I fully expected to find much dis-
cussion and strong views expressed re-
garding the expediency, of otherwise, of
the Alien act. Such was not the case.
What I did find, however, was a con-
tinual enquiry for information as to the
general effect of this legislation. Hence,
1 think that a brief letter setting forth
some of the effects of this measure will
be useful and in season.

What I have to say is the result of
personal observation, having just been in
the Atlin district and having resided for
eighteen months in the North.

1 raise no objection to the act on sen-
timental grounds, for Americans cannot
complain if they are given a dose of their
own medicine. This legislation was, I
understond, passed to benefit British Co-
lumbia and in my opinion it has defeated
the ends desired.

Before the passing of the act both Can-

adian and American steamers were ar-
riving crowded with miners; now this
rush has been checked and Canadian no
less than American steamers suffer.
1o my knowledge, traders and miners |
intended to purchase their goods in Vie-
toria and Vancouver, instead of Seattle
because they preferred the fair dealing
of Canadians, cost of goods was reduced,
and customs difficulties«lessened. Many
orders have already been cancelled and
others will never be given.

If Americans are not allowed in the
country, the development of Northern
British Columbia will be greatly check-
ed, for there is no surplus populafion in
Canada to take their place. The check
to placer mining will indirectly check
quartz discoveries, for the one would
have followed the other.

In my opinion British Columbia would
have been astonished by the gold discov-
eries during the coming season which
would have meant wealth and prosperity
for -all. There is no question now that
the travel will follow other lines, and al-
ready many who intended to prospect in
British Columbia turned their steps to-
wards Porcupine ecreek in the Chilkat
country, in American territory.

If Americans were allowed to aequire
claims, already recorded by Canadians
this would to a great extent overcome
the obstacle to -development and at the
same time leave to Canadians the first
chance, |

' Yours,

PERCY G. SHALLCROSS.
Victoria, Feb. 11, 1899.

“From what I have read in the few
papers coming into my hands,” said Mr.
Shallcross in the course of an interview
last night, “I have gained the impression
that this was not a bill fought on party
lines, but that at the time it was before
the house was generally considered a
good measure and in the best interests
of the province.

“With the possible exception of Aus-

tralians the greatest prespectors and!
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EARTHQUAKE REPORTS.

r

Tennessee and Ohio Shaken

Damage Resulting.

but No

Knoxville, Tenn., Feb. 13.—An earth-
quake shoek of from 5 to 10 seconds’
duration passed through East Tennessee
at _3:30 this morning. It was felt most-
ly in .tho upper end of the state without
reaching this city. People were aroused
from their sleep but no damage was
done.

Chillicothe, ‘Ohio Feb. 13.—Earthquake
5110(-115 were perceptible here at 3:30 a.m.
The temperature is 15 to 20 below zero.

i AR

The other day, as two friends were talk-
ing together in the street, a donkey began
to bray and wheeze and cough in a dis-
tressing manner. “What a cold that don
key has!” said one of the men. ‘“And by
the way, that puts me in mind—how i
your cough?”’

L —

DANGEROUS TO HEALTH.

Few things are so dangerous to health
as damp clothes; both outer and under
garments should be thoroughly aired be-
fore worn and a new garment should
h:l'\’e particular attention paid to it in
th}s respect. How many people ever
think of airing a new article?—stock-
ings, vests, skirts are all put on, as a
rule, just as they come from the shop
and things which has been in a shop for
monthi\:, probably for winter months, art
most liable to be damp. When garments
have become wet while being worn the
wearer should discard them as soon as
possible. When it is not convenient to
change, bodily exercise should be taken
to ward of ill-effects. These will not
arise '(unless the person be very deli
cate) if the body and limbs are kept in
motion, but if the wearer remains still
or dries the clothes while wearing them
colds, rheumatism and other evils will
most probably follow. Wet clothes
should be dried slowly; to put them be-
fore a hot fire is to ruin them. Cloth
and other materials are liable to shrink,
bqots and shoes contract and become
stiff and are generally spoiled and use-
less if quickly dried. Always change
damp boots as.soon as may be conven-
ient; they may be absolutely water-tight,
but nevertheless, the heat of. the foot
will draw the dampness from the boot
while it is being worn.

MICA Axle Graase

Get'a box and learn wh
it’s the best grease vevveyt
put on an axle. Sold everywhere.

et

of the Transactio
‘His Department.

; annual report of the Chie
.%er of Lands and Works, w
r. Semlin laid before the Legi
4y afternoon, proves a decid

. document in more ways
r, while it is for the most parf
the detalls of road building 3

" 'pridge counstruction and im
-house erection, etc., as pr

‘he various road foremen and
‘ficers, it bhas In addition a seri
interesting reports on the specid
of the New Westminster asyluy
the protection works on the Col
‘at Revelstoke, and trail buildi

northern part of the province.
“in -addition there are il
in Y ‘pages devoted to provine
; jow dispesed of, of how J
sw Government was to defeat
the people and the last par
ping work on public img
to be absolutely and ij
and for which the ne

ons were voted during

this later connection a fe
may be cited, as for example
to the alterations to the court ho
¢ity, and the new bridge over
of Victoria Arm at the point
“mThe Gorge.” For this later
tenders were received, from sud
the Hamilton Bridge Co., Ltd
minion Bridge Co., Ltd., the V
chinery Depot Co., the Colum
Co., the San Francisco Bridge
Shaw and J. N. 8. Wiliams,
varying all the way from $2,304
the figure of the Hamilton Brid
lowest.
.. Xet even at $2,300 it has not b
expedient to have the necessary
ceeded with.

One of the chief demands o
nagan country has been for a
Vernon, and befofe the late
went out of power everything
for meeting the necessities of
in this particular. That part
turned a gentleman to suport
and his policy, and it is signifig
that although a tender as loy
(that of Mr. W. M. Ross) was
the work, a marginal note re|
contract as ‘‘not awarded.”

W. R. Spence at $5,774, and
tenderers at higher figures, offdg
ceed with the ereetion of th
court house—it too is ‘not
while the work of making re
tions to the Nelson court houg
same ponsition—seven tender:
been received for this wo!
Robert A. Kerr's bid. at $4

Many another district has b
of its long promised and mj
piece of read or its school hous
ing which tenders had been inv
of the competition being affo
report.

The land transactions for the
in contrast with the transact
year previous, are given as bel

Pre-emption records

Certificates of improvement
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