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“ We hope, and pray, and labor, that the young people of
this generation may be trained BY THE CHURCH, FOR THE CHURCH,
and IN THE CHURCH."’—Rev. F. E. Clark, D.D.
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region of the most southerly part
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inhabitants.
About three hours' ride from Toronto,
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Science Departments. Finest build-
ings, extensive grounds, home com-
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THE BREAD WAS TO BLAME.

Froderick Locker-Lampson tells in M:/
Confidences of an old sea captain who, wh
he had retired from active servi
alone under the faithful care of an old ser-
vant named John. The captain was very
methodical, and John provided him every
morning with a penny roll for breakfast.
What he ate one day was, as to kind and
quantity, what he wished to eat the next.

One morning the breakfast bell rang,
when John appeared his master groaned
and said in an agitated voice: **John, I'm
very ill, go for Dr. Dobson, This is pro-
Iml.h the hcglnlnm.{ of my last illness.”

“Oh, no, sir,” said John, “T hope not.

What is it, sir ! What does it feel like "

“T've .-nnn»l,\' lost my appetite,” said the
captain. *“1t never happened before, I
o ml get through my penny roll.

* Bless you, sir, is that all ¢

relieved. ** Why, when the
this morning
sir, so | gave

eried John,
baker

ou a tuppenny one !

NOT HIS DAY FOR BEING WHIPPED.

Little Johnny was eight years' old, there-
fore he u-ulnl look back to several Christmas
holidays with a lively remembrance of what
they were like, and what had taken place on
the: al oceasions.

One of Johnny's ideas (not original with
Johnny by any means, as many a parent can
testify), was that it is 4 boy's mission to
miake a8 much noise as possible in the world,
and, in spite of frequent admonishing and
more or less frequent whippings, he perse
out the idea on all occasions
except when he was asleep.

Johnny was fulfilling his mission with
more vigor and enthusiasm than usual on
Christmas morning, but nobody paid any
attention to him except his aunt Jane, who
was visiting Johnny's parents during the
holidays, and she finally grew tired of the
noise, and said :

“Johnny, it is very naughty to keep up

| such a din and racket all the time ; if you

don’t stop it I shall have to speak to your
mother about it.”

“Huh! Wot good'll that do!"
fully demanded Johnny.

seorn-

““ Why, she will whip you if you don't
stop,” threatened the young man's aunt.

“Guess not ! retorted Johnny with an
air of triumph. ** Christmas ain’t my day
fer gettin’ whipped. 1 allers git whipped
the day before Chris'mas and the day after,
but I never do "—From the
“ Editor's Drawer, 's Magazine,

THE ASTOUNDING ADVERBS.

One evening a gentleman came home with
a budget of news. An acquaintance had
failed in business. He N}mku of the inei-
dent as ** deliciously sad.”” He had ridden
up town in a car with a noted wit, whom he
described as **horribly entertaining,” and,
to cap the climax, he spoke of the butter
that had been set before him at a country
hotel as ** divinely rancid.”

The young people stared, and the oldest
daughter said: **Why, papa, 1 should
think that you were out of your head.”

“Not in the least, my dear,” he said
pleasantly, ““ I'm merely trying to follow the
ashion, I worked out ‘divinely rancid’
with a good deal of labor. It seems to me
rather more effective than ‘awfully sweet.’
1 mean to keep up with the rest of you here-
after. And now,” he continued, “let me
:lelp you to a piece of this exquisitely mugh
heef.

Adverbs, he says, are not so fashionable
as they were in his family.— Boston Post.
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had for the protection of the home
than a policy in

THE

Temperance

LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY

‘The Total Abstainer's Company.
Be wise and consider it before invest

S S OO o

=l

ing in life jusurance,

<o

HON. G. W. ROSS, President.

H. SUTHERLAND, Managing Director.
-
HEAD OFFICE:
“@lobe” Building, Toronto,
DDA DO DO I

Our MMail Order
Business

is in a satisfactory
With a

clientele covering the

condition.

whole country, we
are able to devote our
Watch experience to
your service, with a
' guarantee of afford-
ing you satisfaction
o ik in every particular,
L 24
SEND FOR CATALOGUE
AN~

Ambrose Kent
& Sonse e

156 Yonge Street, TORONTO,

‘25 oo PROFIT FOR YOUR LOCAL ll“'l-
o FEWORTH LEAGUE Daiy M

Ly GLASP 00, Buichanan, M
'“P‘ hratian Bndeavor Worid," of Boston. wHiee s:
: We ahalHave g, hesiation o oaiing o ot vl

1DV AGENTS for other departments work
Send 10 cents for samples. o

v




- The Canadian E€pworth €ra.

Vol. I,

THE OLD HYMNS.

BY FRANK STANTON.

There’s lots o' music in 'em—the hymns
of long ago,

An’ when some grey-haired brother sings
the ones I used to know

I sorter want to take a hand !—1I think
o’ days gone by :

“On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand and
cast a wishful eye!”

There's lots o’ music in 'em—those dear,
sweet hymns of old

With visions bright of lands of light, and
shining streets of gold ;

And I hear 'em ringing—singing, where
Mem'ry, dreaming, stand.,

“From Greenland’s icy mountains to
India’s coral strands.”

They seem to sing forever, of holier,
sweeter days,

When the lilies of the love of God
bloomed white in all the WaYS ;

And I want to hear their music from the
old-time meetin’s rise

Till “I can read my title clear to man-
sions in the skies,”

We never needed singin’ books in them
old days-—we knew

The words—the tunes of every one the
dear old hymn-book through !

We didn't have no trumpets then—no
organs built for show :

We only sang to praise the Lord “from
whom all blessings flow.”

An’so I'love the old hymns, and when
my time shall come—
Before the light has left me, and my
singing lips are dumb,
If I can only hear ’em then, I'll pass
without a sigh
“To Canaan’s fair and happy land, where
my possessions lie!”
Ld
The Class-meeting.—The Methodist
T'imes thinks that “there is no simpler,
or more urgently needed method of in-
creasing church membership than to give
a new, empty class-book to every young
man and every young woman who may
probably prove a born leader. Let these
zealous young people go into the congre-
gation and into the world outside, and
recruit their own members,”

L d

A Severe Sentence.—Professor Lom-
broso’s daughter Paola has been sentenced
in the criminal court of Turin to twenty-
two days’ imprisonment and a fine of
sixty-two lire. Her crime was publish-
ing an article in a socialistic paper, in
which she described the misery she her-
self had seen among the poor people, and
declared that the social system which
made such evil conditions should be
changed. This is trying to apply the
methods of the Middle Ages to the nine-
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teenth century with a vengeance, It
will not, however, check the wheels of
social progress,

L
A Working Pastor.— Rev. Dr. Hillis,
of Chicago, goes to Beech Church,
Brooklyn.  His * chure in Chicago
had no Sunday School, no prayer-meeting,
and no religious work. The congregation
had nothing to do but to listen to a
sermon on Sunday morning, and sing
three hymns. This was one reason why
Dr. Hillis desired a change. He loves
the Sunday School, is successful as a
prayer-meeting leader, and knows how to
do personal  work. Plymouth Church

wants just such a man.

d
Be Definite in Your Meetings.

It was a wise leader who said to the
League at a recent service when the time
for testimonies had arrived: “ Be defi
nite, Leaguers ; let us talk on the lines [
have indicated, so that all present may
carry away from our meeting a clear and
well-defined idea of the evening’s subject.”
We lose much wandering about over
various fields in the way of our talks.
Let us try to have some central thought
in every service from which we may ex
pect some definite good to come,

Ld

The Time to Save.--In a recent ad-
dress in New York, Joseph H. Choate
said : “It has been said that a man, if
he is ever going to save anything, must
begin before he is thirty, even if he lays
up only a little at a time. It is equally
certain that if a man is ever going to
extend a helping hand to charity he inust
begin about the same age. But when he
does not begin right the habit of close-
ness grows with his age, and he gets
worse and worse as he grows older,
That's the reason why you find so many
curmudgeons in New York.”

Ld

The Disarmament Proposal.— Wil
liam 1. Stead, the irrepressible English
author and journalist, has been inter-
viewing the Czar of Russia anent the
latter’s disarmament proposition. Mr,
Stead assures the world that the Czar is
wholly sincere in his desire for peace and
the reduction of great military establish-
ments, but that he fears the other nations
will not consent. The Russian ruler is
represented as taking a very gloomy view
of the situation, saying: “T see nothing
before any nation but a terrible heritage
of revolutionary anarchy.” In comment
ing on this, the Michigan Christian Ad-
vocate says : “The crushing burdens and
the threatening possibilities of the armed-
to-the-teeth policy of the great European
nations are not exaggerated by the Czar,
and the desirability of universal peace
and harmony cannot be over-estimated.
But the world would have a goc! deal
more confidence in the Czar's sincerity if

No. 3.
Russia would set the pace a little bit
for instance, by -easing her greedy ad
vances in China, and abating the bitter
religious persecution against

citizens, Put the jewel of «
your crown, Czar Nicholas,

L
Work it Out with Nature. The

Popular Science Monthly thus deals with
*Christian Science”: “To argue against
it on scientific grounds would be almost
too ridiculous.  When people make a
denial of the laws of matter the basis of
their creed, we can only leave them to
work it out with Nature. They will find
that, like all the world, they are subject
to the law of gravitation and to the laws
of chemistry and physics. If one of
them happens to be run over by a rail
way train the usual results will follow ;
and so of a multitude of conceivable acci
dents, A Christian Scientist who * blows
out the gas”’ will be asphyxiated just like
anybody else; and if he walks off the
wharf into the water he will require
rescue or resuscitation just as if he were
a plain ‘Christian’ or a plain ‘scientist.’
Like Shylock, he is ‘fed with the same
food, hurt with the same weapons, subject
to the same diseases’ as the rest of the
community ; and little by little the eter-
nal course of things will chastise his
extravagant fancies into reasonable ac-

cord with facts.”
L

Raise the Standard.— Rev. Dr.
Clark, President of the Uni ed Society
of Christian Endeavor. t ““a birthday
message " to Christian Endeavorers for
the eighteenth anniversary of the Sc y.
It is a stirring appeal which the young
people of all the churches should read
and heed. He say “ Nearly fifteen
years ago, in the early days of the move-
ment, when there were scarcely a thou-
sand societies in all the world, 1 sent
them a message which they were kind
enough to take up and reprint in many
languages and repeat in many forms, It
was this: ¢ Raise the standard.” Let me
repeat that message once more, for in all
these years I have not changed my mind
on the matter, and my message in 1899
is the same as in 1884, The last dozen
years have been years of peculiar tempta-
tion to young people. The standards of
many churches in regard to worldly
amusements have been lowered.  Many
practices which a dozen years ago would
have been utterly condemned, are to-day
admitted in some Christian circles. The
strain put upon many young Christians
by this conformity to the world all
around them has been almost unbearable,
and some, alas! have yielded toit. Look
this matter of worldliness squarely in
the face. Decide what you ought to do
as a young Christian, Do not be laughed
or browbeaten out of your convictions.
Lift up your banner and stand to your
colors.”
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DR, FRANCIS E. CLARK.

A Character Sketch

BY REV. W, W, ANDREWS, M.A
T is not easy to describe this modest,
I lovable man, for he possesses none of
those eccentricities which add pictur
esqueness to a_character, There are no
points on which a writer can hang his
uljectives,  Yet this well.rounded char
acter, living in the blaze of his fame, has

not attained his present position as the
leader of a great movement in the church
withouv possessing some of the attributes
of greatness, He is not a great speaker,
nor a great writer or thinker, though he
carries himself well ir. all these lines of
effort, but his character exhibits « set of
safe and useful qualities which make a
great combination, and constitute him
the typics
great id
wmass of enthusinst., and to embody in his

al man to be the exponent of a

a, to be the safe guide of a great

churches, who are engaged in somewhat
similar lines of work, and is to |-u|nl.
sts of

itself as the servant of the inte
the denominations as parts of the Church
of Christ. Dr. Clark has seen that on
no other working principles can Chris
ovement for

tian Endeavor be a safe
the churches. As another example of a
wisdom which has never entertained the
desire to make the Boston office the
guiding centre for a world-wide move

ment, mway be noted the formation as
s00n a8 |~{\~|=..uul a United Society of
for Great Britain,
another

Christian  Endeavor

China, and
wh having its own . board

another for
Australia, ¢
trustees wholly independent of the Board
in America. It has taken a long time
principles to become thoroughly

for these
understood and appreciated, and when
for this reason misinterpretations, unjust
criticisms and hostile action have been
brought to the attention of the B ard of

Trustees, all who have watched Dr.

Marcn, 18994

Another quality is his interest in in-
dividuals, and the ready sympathetic
regard he gives to all.” It has never
occurred to him to develop a machine
He seeis to help people. This quality
makes itself felt not only in private con
versation and correspondence, but also

and annual mes
hearts of

through his addresse
sages, and has touched the
tens of thousands, and the cognomen,
« Father Endeavor Clark,” expresses their
answering love.

During the last few years there has
been a deepening earnestness in his ad
Iresses and familiar letters, The con
him that what the
ople need now more than all

viction
young |
else is a deepening of the spiritual life
He has grown fond of Meyer’s phrase,
«We must practise the presence of God,
and consequently the comradeship of the

possesses

Quiet Hour is being fostered as one of
the internal movements of Christian En

deavor. More impressive to him, and

own convictions the thoughts and hopes
of thousands,

The most prominent of his intellectual
qualities is a fine common sense, which
clearly distinguishes between the essen
tial and the non-essential, and enables
him to adapt himself readily to new c
cumstances. His great organizing power
is only a special form of this quality.
This facile adaptability and saneness of
judgment are enhanced by the spiritual
qualities which accompany them.

His common sense has shown itself
in the formulation of the principles
for which from the beginning Chris
tian Endeavor has stood, namely, that
the right of pastors and other denom

inational authorities to control their
own young people must not be encroached
upon ; that Christian Endeavor is to be

a movement more than a society, an in
fluence rather than an organization, and
that as far as it is organized it is merely
to provide for actual fellowship among
the young people of the evangelical

CALVARY. By MUNKACSY.

Clark in debate will bear witness to the
fact that his voice has always been for
charity and for patience. The final
result has always justified his position.
This calmness of judgment may be
partly natural, but it certainly has
been in part a result of his humility and
faith. A score of years has not yet
passed since into the soil in Portland,
Maine, his hand dropped a seed which
has become a tree whose branches fill the
earth, and so unexpected has been this
development, so far beyond human
power or calculation, that the human
leader has felt an awe which has hushed
all boastfulness in the presence of the
greater Leader whose guidance in this
movement he, above all others, has felt.
No self-gratulation, no self-assertion, no
jealousy as to his position has ever shaped
itself into expression. This quality seems
to be growing with every year. He is
serene in his faith that God is in the move-
ment, and that its human leaders need
not be too jealous for Christian Endeavor.

more hopeful than the sight of the up-
turned faces of a great convention, is the
thought of hundreds of thousands of
young people keeping the ‘ morning
watch ” in solitary communionwith God.
Therefore this character sketch may close
with Dr. Clark’s solution of all the dangers
and doubtful questions besetting the
young life of the churches, *“Raise the
Standard, Raise the Standard.”

May the still small voice of a holier
life spread through all the hosts of our
Canadian young people, and the stand-
ard be kept high in our ranks. Only
then can we be safe and strong.

Sackville, N.B.

You may examine a drop of water with
a microscope and make some very interest-
ing discoveries : but the process will not
quench your thirst. So you may analyze
the Bible word by word and learn many
wonderful things ; but it will not satisfy the
hunger of your soul. You must learn how
to appropriate the Word.—Bible Reader.
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ESSENTIALS OF CHRISTIAN

ENDEAVOR,

BY W. T. ELLIS,
HE first essential is the p ~the
ful! pledge that binds us to church

loyalty, as well as to daily prayer
wnd Bible reading and participation in
the This is
distinguishing characteristic of
the movement,

weekly Endeavor meeting

It is not an easy pledge
in truth, it is a very hard pl I'o
y and to fulfil it with
tidelity insures a transformed life. A
more binding or comprehensive covenant
It touches all

To keep the pledge is to become
certainty a

sign it in sinceri

can scarcely be imagined
of life,
of a reverent,
faithful, consecrated disciple
of Jesus Christ,

We have no right to make
light of the ple Look-out
committees do when
they minimize its importance
in dealing with applicants for
membership.  The full force,
significance and solemnity of
its strong phases should be
felt by every young person
who appends his name to this
VoW

Next to the pledge, the
system of committees is most
characteristic of Christian
Endeavor. Look-out, pray
meeting, and social committees
are to be found in every true
society, They represent the
idea of e by the young
people.  Christian Endeavor
1s not organized merely for
instruction; it does more than
tell young people to serve
Christ. It sets them to doing
it. Every endeavorer should
be a member of some com-
mittee that he may secure
training in the practice of
Christian work. The com-
mittees represent work for
the church, work for one
another, work for the Society,
and work for seuls. Through
their medium young di
become skilled in planning
and executing tasks for the
Master. The number of com-
mittees in a society should
be as great as the work to be done re
quires, but superfluous committees are
alwayy a drawback.

A we: "ly prayer-meeting, with partici-
pation by every member, is still another
essential of Christian Endeavor. This is
a religious organization. Its chief aims
are spiritual. It is not a social endeavor
society, or a debating club, or a literary
society, or a mutual improvement society.
These ends it may accomplish incident-
ally, but before all else its aims are
spiritual.  The emphasis is not upon
* Endeavor,” but upon *Christian.”
The formation of the first society was a
proposition that things unseen and
eternal are attractive and natural for
young men and young women. To the
world it said that young people do not
want entertainment so much as they
want work, purpose and responsibility.
Moreover, it was a declaration that genu-

wrong
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ine religion is a proper and most impor
tant part ry full young life, and
that a young man or a young woman is
not his or her best self until Jesus Christ
has been accepted as Saviour and Master.

One feature of Chr
that crities de

of ev

stian Endeavor

wred would produce prigs
and hypocrites wus the monthly conse
cration or

experience meeting, wherein

the members are expected to offer some

personal testimony or word of rededica
tion. This mc. thly meeting is one of
the ‘uliarities of Christian Endeavor,
and one of its essentials. It has not

fostered an unnatural type of. religion,
but where it has been kept from 1

ing

nm
a mechanieal thing it has helped,

inestimably, to produce a rvich, faithful,

REV. G. F. SALTON, P«

PASTOR CENTENARY CHUREMW

HAMILTON

and consecrated life in the

young
Christian.

THE PICTURE SERMON,

F. have all heard of “sermons in
stones,” and illustrations from
“running brooks.” Nature is one

eat mirror of God’s benevolence, wis
dom and skill, and we cannot study it
without being drawn nearer to the Crea
tor. While it may be true, as we settled
long ago in the debating society, that the
works of nature are more wonderful than
the works of man, may there not also be
much for us to learn from the inviting
field of art! Rev. G. F. Salton, pastor
of the Centenary Church, Hamilton,
takes this view, and for some time has
been putting it into practice. During a
number of Sunday evenings he has been
preaching sermons on “ Masterpieces of

69
Art, with Diana  or
Christ,” followed by “The Last Supper,’
“The Shadow of the Cross,” et My
Salton is particularly well qualified to
deal with

subjects of this kind, having

been an art teacher in the old land, and

having given special attention to art
studies for a number of vears. His
method is to have the pictiure which he

has chosen as his topie, printed on a

small card which is given to every

mem
ber of the congregation With the
picture in the hands of the people, he
proceeds to point out the leading features

of the painting, and then deals with the
practical
After the t
impossible to find one of the picture cards

lessous to be learned from it

service 18 over, it is ah

inthe pews, forthe pe oplehave
carried them home.  In most
cases they are carefully pre
served and talked about, and
thus the sermon is preached
over many times and indelibly
impressed

e picture for a
Sunday

recent
evening “Cal
the Hungarian
wtist Munkaesy, which we
reproduce in this paper.  Mr
Salton pointed out that this
was a picture of contrasts

was
wry,” by

the loving group around the
Saviour’s cross contrasting
strongly with the adjoining
surrounded by no
mourning The
tion of Christ’s friends and
the hate of His enemies are
also strikingly portrayed.
The painting was a picture
of life

loving

Cross

ones, devo-

to him who sees the
kindness of a loving
Father's heart and bows be
fore it, but death to him who

turns from it and strives
after worldly things.
Of course these sermons

have been criticised. Some
have spoken of them as *“art
entertainments,” while others
think that Mr. Salton ought
chtheGospel.” Those
r him regularly say
that he doespreach the Gospel
in the most powerful manner,

Nearly all the pictures repre

sent some scene in the life of

Christ, and afford the oppor-
tunity of presenting the Gospel story in a
striking w Is it not strange that,
whenever any new method is introduced,
there is always somebody ready to declare
that “it is not the Gospel "1 Ts it not
also peculiar, that preachers, for so many
years, have been hammering away at
people’s ears, and utterly neglecting to get
the truth through “eye-gate”? Dur
we have

ing recent times begun to
recognize the fact that appeals to
the heart through the eye are even

more impressive than when addressed
to the ear, and when both eye and ear
are enlisted the perfection of attention is
secured.

The probabilities are, that in the
twentieth century sermon, picture illus
trations will be so that no
preacher who uses them will be in danger
of being charged with neglecting to
preach the Gospel

comr
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HOW I WON A CONGREGATION.

BY REV, E, RYERSON YOUNG, JR., B.A.

'O the glories of Muskoka, where the
woodman’s axe is heard, and where
the adventurous settlers are push-

ing their little clearings, I was sent.

My mission, I found, consisted of six
appointments, widely scattered.  The
ones nearer civilization were fairly well
sustained, but those that caused the
preacher many pains to reach were not
so well supported ; one especially was
neglected by the people, The preacher
might almost suffer martyrdom to get to
their doors with the Bread of Life ; they
cared not, nor did they want anything to
do with the man. This inconsiderate
treatment on the part of the settlers
was due to a prejudice that had been
diligently spread amongst them that all
the preachers were after was their money.
The absurdity of such a prejudice might
have been at once apparent if the people
had only thought a moment; for they,
themselves, seldom saw a dollar bill,
much less a fiver, in a year.

The services at this out appointment
were held in the school-house every other
Sabbath morning. The Mission Board
had asked the people here to contribute
eight dollars yearly to their preacher's
salary. This sum to many of them seemed
a fortune, and therefore an outrageous
amount to be extorted from them.

had diligently attended
to his duty towards this appointment for
a fow months. One of the men passed a
hat at each service to the few who at-
tended. After a careful count, the con-
tents of the hat were handed over to the
preacher. These amounts totalled up to
exactly ninety-nine cents.

“I'll chip in another, and make it the
even dollar,” said the generous steward,
who took up the collections.

In this condition my predecessor left
that mission appointment to me, and in
a private letter he used some strange
backwood phrases that had better not be
repeated.

To that place I was to go the first Sab-
bath after my arrival,

The day was delightful, and 1 set off
in good spirits. T followed the bush road
as indicated ; then I entered a denser
part of the forest, where I had to get off
my horse and walk, as the branches were
so low, I had to jump my horse over a
number of fallen logs. Then I came toa
rail fence with a clearing on the other
side. We call it a “clearing,” but that
word is to be understood as meaning
merely the cutting down of trees and the
taking out of some of the stumps. Stones
are not counted, as their extraction and
removal come under the separate term
of “stoning the land.”

In the centre of this clearing was a
little potato patch, which was directly in
my path. My approach was announced
by several dogs, and the almost imme-
diate appearance of a dapper little woman,
with a waist and petticoat of —well, if it
could not boast the proud distinetion of
Joseph's coat in having many colors, it
had many patches. Yet, withal, she
wore no rags, and was far neater than
many women who live in more preten-
tious places.
8She bustled out to me, shouting to

beware of her potato potch. I tried to
calm her fears, saying that my horse was
dainty-footed, and that there was lots of
room between the potato patch and the
fence. She was exceedingly observant,
however, and watched my horse with the
diligence of a policeman,

It only took a few minutes, and the
bars on the opposite side were reached.
In this time she found out that I was
the new missionary who was expected
from the city.

The woman quickly lowercd the bars
for me, and I led my horse over. On the
other side 1 made efforts to be gallant,
and to replace the hars; but she said
that she would do it, and that it was not
a preacher’s work. However, I insisted,
and succeeded in replacing one of the
poles, which the unsophisticated call
“bars.”

The “bars” up, I touched my hat to
the woman, and was about to spring
upon my horse and pursue my way, when
the woman's face appeared smiling over

“The
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blazes he had experimented with; but
“backwoods blazes” he knew not.

“No,” I said; and it costs a newly-
fledged grad. something to confess his
ignorance - of anything. “1 do not
know what ‘blazes’ you mean.”

“Why, what'll ye do if ye get lost 1"

“ Why,” said I, somewhat amused at
the idea, and the woman’s evident delight
at the prospect of what she was positive
would happen—* why, 1 suppose I shall
get lost, that is all.”

“Then the bears 'll get ye, then what'll
ye do; then what'll ye do?” And she
almost clappad her hands in glee over my
sorry plight and bruin’s easy victory.

“Why,” I drolled, “I suppose then I
shall have to submit.” I wanted to press
on as time was flying, and I again asked
for directions ; but she had some more
interesting information about wolves and
such things to give me, besides that
about the mystifying * blazes” and the
pugnacious bears, ere she ended up with :

woman's face appeared, smiling over the bars.”

(Drawn specially for this paper by J. W. Bengough. )

the bars, with arms on the top rail, and
face on her hands, She was inclined to
talk. I did not wish to be discourteous,
and wanted to push on to my service ;
but I also needed some fresh directions,
as the way was very tortuous, and, to any
but the skilled in wooderaft, misleading.

To my question about the way, she
replied with another question :

“8o you come from the city, did ye1”

“Yes,” 1 replied, 1 did.”

“You must find it very hot up here,
d(‘n" y\‘, 7 »

“Oh, no” T again replied, “it is
delightfully cool here in the shade of
the trees, and by the lakes and rivers.
It is the city that is scorching in this
July sun. Is this the path I take to the
school house 1"

“Why, don’t you know the blazes 1”

“The blazes!” [ thought, “what can
she mean!? Is this a Muskoka oath?
Backwoods are noted for that kind of
speech.” Alas for the ignorance of the
city-bred boy, even with a university
degree! Red blazes he knew; blue

“Keep the bush path nearest the lake,
and you'll get there all right.”

“ Won't you come up to servide!” I
asked.
“Me!” and she laughed at the idea.
“I don’t s’port no parson; but I'll tell
the old man you've come. Perhaps he'll

0"

I touched my hat, sprang on my horse,
and rode away.

At service there were a few men,
women and quite a number of children
out to see “what the new preacher was
like,” Great accounts of him had been
spread because he was from the city, and
was a college man with letters at the end
of his name.

The attendance, even with such in-
ducements, was not what it should have
been, and I determined to see what
diligent pastoral visiting could do to help
the people to an appreciative sense of the
privileges that were brought to their
doors.

In this work I had penetrated and
surveyed quite a large region of territory,
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T even began to master some of the arts
of wooderaft so as to be able to read
some of the “blazes,” which are marks
upon the treas, indicating bush paths;
but I also got lost several times, and I
met a bear. As this donizen of the
forest seemed to be as much afraid of me
as 1 of him, we came to a quick and
mutual agresment to avoid any casus
belli.

I had ridden one day to a place which
I thought must be near the “end of
things.”  After I had paid a visit to the
family and was about to leave, my host-
ess asked :

“Didn’t you know that Mrs. Smith's
boy was sick 1”

“Who is Mrs. Smith?” I asked in
reply. “I never heard of a Mrs. Smith
here : and how could T know of her sick
boy1”

“Well, she lives about two miles in
the bush, and her little boy, Freddy, is
nearly dead. He's been sick dear knows
how long.”

“Let us go and see her.
you know the way 1"

“Oh, yes, I know the way, and T'll go
with you,” was her reply.

She gave a few instructions to her
eldest daughter, donned a shawl and hat,
and we took the bush trail for Mrs.
Smith’s, There was no road through the
forest, and so I had to leave my horse
behind.

After a long tramp through the bush,
we came to the isolated settler’s home,
I was introduced into the one-roomed
little log-house, It was about twelve by
twenty, containing two beds in one end,
a bureau, a stove, a drop-leaf table in the
other, with little or no space to turn in
the middle.

In a moment I was at the side of the
little sufferer. He was a fine little boy
about five years old. His head was
twisted to one side by a growth on his
neck ; and he moaned in his agony. The
mother told me that he had had nothing
to eat but milk for two weeks. The boy
was in a sorry plight. T asked leave to
have the bandages removed, and the
dirty poultices washed away so that I
might see what was the matter. Though
not trained in medicine, it did not take
me long to see that the poor little chap
was s:g'ering from blind boils, and they
needed lancing at once,

“Why don’t you have a dow
asked.

“ A doctor,” said the poor moth
a sigh, ‘““we've no money,”

“Doctors charge a dollar a wike w
come out here,” explained my guide,
“and it's twenty miles.”

Twenty dollars a trip ! I thought; and
then at the remembrance of the roads, i
involuntarily added, “Well, it is worth
it, if they ever get it.”

“Well, then,” I again asked, “why
don’t you take him to the doctor 1”

“We've no way to take him,” pleaded
the mother,

No horse, not even an ox had they.
How they lived, and worked the place,
I do not know.

“ Can you not get a friend to take him
in for you 1

“But [ cannot get him out to the
nearest neighbor’s. Then none of them
have any rig to take the likes o’ him in.”

1 suppose

“Well,” T said, as 1 again carefully
examined the boy, “it is a desperate
shame to see the little fellow suffering,
1 know what is the matter, I think ; and
I'll tell you what I will do. T never did
anything like it before ; but the boils
want lancing, and if you will take all
responsibility, I shall do my best for him.”

“Oh,” said the mother, “I am sure
you will do it all right.”

I told her not to be too confident, and
then asked her to get some warm water
and old cloths ready. I took out my
Jjack-knife, sharpened the little blade on
my boot, and then bared the boy for the
operation.

The boil on the neck frightened me,
fo: the veins and arteries were pressed
out prominently, and spread in a thick
network over the sore. To lance this
would be exceedingly risky. But farther
down, on the chest, was another boil, ap-
parently an overflow of the one on the
neck. This, like the one on the neck,
was as hard as a rock, but it showed no
blood vessels, [ reasoned that to lance
this one might be enough, and the one
on the neck, might be eased, if not
worked away through it.

I lanced the one on the breast, and let
out the putrid pus. My caleulations
proved correct, for the hardness of the
one on the neck yielded, and by gentle
pressure, gave way, and the little fellow
was able to straighten his head. Then
he began to cry. T knew then that he
was relieved. To hear the boy ecry
was & great advance upon his pitiful
moaning,

T told his mother to get him a bowl of
bread and milk. T stayed a few minutes
longer, and ere I left I saw him peace-
fully enjoying his bread and milk. [
told Mrs. Smith to keep Freddy clean,
that T would send him some medicine to
cleanse his blood, and he would soon be
around again.

I was exceedingly anxious to know
whether I had done the right thing, So
upon my return home I wrote to my old
trusted physician in the city. His reply
was prompt with words of commenda-
tion, and with a prescription which I
had made up by the village chemist, at
the cost of one dollar. This I took out
to Freddy, making my “patient” another
visit.

I found him doing finely, and clamor-
ing to be out, I advised great caution,
s he was weak and tender after his long
confinement, and would be very suscep-
tible to eatching cold.

The medicine acted like a charm, and
in a very short time Freddy was out play-
ing with his brothers and sisters, and, as
far as looks were concerned, was the
cleanest and healthiest of the lot.

But the transformation in Freddy was
as nothing when compared to the change
in the treatment I received at the hands
of the people. T was now a man of repu-
tation ; for it was noised abroad that T
had cured Freddy Smith, that I was not
after money, because I had bought and
paid for a bottle of medicine for him, that
I had paid him two visits, and with this
item in my inventory of good deeds, the
people always added significantly, “and
you know a doctor’s fee is twenty dollars
and extra for medicine.”

“Why,” they said, “ he has done it all,
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and never even said a word about money.
What does it mean?”

The next time preaching service was
held at the school-house, the place was
packed. Even the good woman, who teld
me of bears and wolves, and blazes, left
her potato patch to come and hear the
man who had cured Freddy Smith, and
whom she called “the gentleman.”

The thing almost overwhelmed me, for
the people thought I had healed Freddy
because I was a “B.A,” and because
I was a “B.A" T could do anything,
and knew everything worth knowing,
So they came to me with all their ills
and difficulties, and I was consuljed
on matters as different as a toothache
and a dispute about improperly surveyed
land.

After this T not only had the pleasure
of having good-sized, attentive audiene
at the Sunday services, but the deeper
satisfaction of seeing many rough hearts
mellowed, despairing hopes revived, and
sad lives sweetened by the truths of the
Gospel.

When my year was up, and T was
called by the church authorities to another
place, T had many a token of affection
that filled my heart with thanksgiving
that I had the grace to “condescend to
men of low estate,” The people acted as
thougis burdened with a sense of peni-
tence at the thought of misjudging a
good friend ; and also as if they felt
themselves under a great debt of obliga-
tion to a benefactor. They also seemed
to feel their inability to make any at-
tempt towards securing an adequate re-
ward, and so they avoided anything but
personal expressions of affection.

However, ere I left the village on the
train, a couple of the women of that out
appointment came down (walked in, I
believe) to bide me farewell. There was
a shyness in their actions and a light in
their eyes, that I had never seen before,
As I was saying my final farewell, ere I
boarded the train, one of them handed
me an envelope. There was no time to
examine it, only to thank them heartily,
and to swing on the train.

Inside the car [ examined my envelope.
My name was badly written, so was the
letter, but its wun{n deeply touched my
heart, for the letter said :

“Dear Friend, we love you because
you loved us. We want to thank you,
but we can't. There is twenty two dol-
lars and 41 cents in here. "Will you
please accept from us.  We hope you will
have as much pleasure in spending it as
we have in giving it. All the neigh-
bors join us and send their wishes that
God will go with you and bless you.”

Isit any wonder that my head went
down, and my heart was strangely
warmed ; for who can tell what perse-
verance, economy and love were exercised
to make up that amount in that lonely,
poverty-stricken place.

Tae soul must exercise in order to
w. Stagnation is as dang

growth as starvation or suffocation. The
Lord has purposed that our spiritual life
should grow strong by exercise. Doing
God's will is as essential to growth as
feeding on God's word or secking God's
face in prayer.— Rev. Isaac W. Gowan,
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RELIGIOUS SELF.INDULGENCE.
BY REV. HUGH PRICE HUGHES.

VEN religious services and devotional
exercises are not ends in themselves,
but means to an end, and that great

end is the Christianization of the entire
human race in this world, and as soon as
possible.  Our Lord on two memorable
ocoasions in His human life sternly re-
buked the most subtle form of ecclesiasti-
i ligious self-indulg

He restored the demoniac of Gadara, and
when the insane mammonism of the
Gadarenes drove Christ from their shore,
the 1 d : 1 5o Sk
sought him that he might be with him ;"
but Christ “suffered him not, but saith
unto him, Go to thy house and to thy
friends, and tell them how great things
the Lord hath done for thee, and how he
had mercy on thee ” (Mark v. 19). Thus
emphatically are we taught that to act
as the saving salt of human society is
better even than to hear Christ preach
and to accompany Christ from place to
place. The other incident was the Trans-
figuration. How promptly and decisively
did Christ reject the idea of building a
tabernacle there so as to hold devout
intercourse with the greatest of the
sainted dead, be wrapped in unearthly
glory, and listen evermore to the Voice
of God. Why, because there was a de-
monised boy in the valley below, and His
great business here was not to revel in
the sympathy of Moses and Elijah, not
to dwell in rapture upon the tender ac-
cents of the Eternal Father, but to “go
about doing good.”

Some of the best-intentioned Christians
are too apt to go to Keswick and South-
port and other Holiness Conventions,
while the hard and urgent work of human
life is being neglected. Are we not also
in danger of unduly considering our own
tastes, and preferences and prejudices in
the arrangements of the sanctuary, the
service and the pulpit! Yes. Oh! how
self-assertive and self-indulgent we often
make our religion! This new year is a
new opportunity.  But for what! For
mixing with our fellow-men, for elevating
every sphere of life, for attacking every
evil.

I will tell you the kind of Christian
whom the devil and his servants are
never tired of praising and flattering :
The Christian who shuts himself up in
his secret chamber or his church, who
neglects his social, municipal and imperial
duties, whose great object is to avoid
controversy and publicity, who carefully
buries his salt in the earth, who wraps
his conscience in a napkin, who hides his
light under a bushel, who spends all his
time in prayer and devout meditation
and Bible study and sacramental ser-
vices. Woe to you, if all men speak
well of you! Woe to you, if you are not
e in ceaseless warfare with the
devil and his servants | Toall those who
are slumbering and sleeping in self-
centred and self-absorbed religionism
come the sudden, startling words of
Christ, *“ Arise, let us go hence.” The
world is perishing of ignorance and sin
and misery. Our place is no longer here
—in the Upper Room, but in the slum,
in the market, in the Council Chamber,
in the Houses of Parliament, in the

street, in all the highways and byways
of life. We must carry the war into the
enemy’s country. We must proclaim the
Gospel to all men everywhere, until every
knee bows to Christ and every tongue
confesses Him Lord of all.

CONDITIONS OF SUCCESS IN
CHRISTIAN WORK,

BY MRS. J. M. FAIRCLOTH.

HAY' do I need most to succeed in
Christian work 1

A heart with Christ enthroned is

the first requisite. He must hold the

first place! The enthroning of Christ in

the heart means strength and beauty of

life and character. The imperative need

of every Christian worker is a life that is

transparent, beautiful, and radiant with

Christlikeness. Our efforts to do good
are lost upon men, unless they se. o the
background, and clearly too, the ight of
a beautiful life.

Christ enthroned opens way to
highest success. “I car Il things

through Christ which st weneth me,”
is Paul’s triumphant song, and one which
our lips will goon learn to sing if we love
Christ supremely.

A well furnished mind is needful !
Minds stored with useful knowledge,
with the power to impart bright, loving,
helpful thoughts, are needed among our
young people.

“ Will you give a thought to our meet-
ing tonight!” was asked of a lady
Leaguer! Smiling, she answered, “I

haven't any thoughts to give. T only
wish I had.”
Many have a like experience. What

is the remedy ! Prayer and Bible study.
“Be much alone with God if you would
do much for men.” The result will be a
mind enriched with purest, noblest,
highest thoughts. Nowhere can we learn
as at the feet of the heavenly Teacher
the things we need to know to succeed in
Christian work. Next to the Bible, read
and study good books. So will the
thoughts of the good and great become
our own.

Unlimited faith in God is the absolute
need of every Christian worker. Faith
in God inspires with true courage, and
makes the Christian worker strong and
brave to do and dare, and ready, if need
be, to stand alone for God and Truth
and Right.

“* Faith lends its realizing light,

The clouds disperse, the shadows fly,”
and our lives are filled with heavenly
sunshine, and God's service becomes a
very joy.

How pleasant it is from a worldly
standpoint to labor for those we love and
trust. So with the trustful Christian
worker “Love lightens labor,” and at
the closing of day anid the deepening
shadows we hear him singing,

“* One more day’s work for Jesus,
How sweet the work has been.”

This is the outcome of happy faith in
God. A pure heart, a beautiful mind,
implicit trust, and a life all-radiant with
Christ's love, we deem to be the supreme
qualifications of a Christian worker, A
life thus endowed can, will, and must be
& success.

East Toronto, Ont.
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THE ENDEAVOR BIRTHRIGHT.

BY REV. F. E, CLARK, D.D.

HE Jewish birthright was the double
portion of property that descended
to the eldest son. The Endeavor

birthright is a double portion of service
and fellowship. The first Christian En-
deavor society was begun for the sake of
infusing a new spirit of devotion and
heroism into the young people who com-
posed it, and, because it succeeded in this
to a good degree, more than 60,000 other
societies like it have been formed. That
first society appealed to the hercic. It
demanded hard service. It expected
hard things. Therefore, it did not fail.
This is the meaning of the pledge. In it
we promise to do difficult things for
Christ—nothing less than whatever He
would like to have us do.

This is the fundamental idea of the
different committees, They are formed
for the sake of doing more work than
would otherwise be done-—of performing
a double portion of service.

The i ti g a
review of the past, and an eager forward
look of determined devotion for larger
service during the next month. Every
true society of Christian Endeavor says
to all its members as the aged Paul wrote
to the young Timothy, *Endure hard-
ness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”

Another portion of the Endeavorer’s
inheritance is the birthright of fellowship
—a double portion of fellowship. More
union and co-operation with other Chris-
tians than young disciples ever knew be-
fore has come to them through Christian
Endeavor. This is a treasure to he
prized and guarded. While young peo-
ple are loyal to their own churches, and
that is one of the cardinal principles of
Christian Endeavor, they cannot have
too much love for others who love the
same Lord,

This, then, is the birthday message
that I would send to Christian Endeav-
orers. Guard well your birthright of
loyal service, loving fellowship, and be
not counted with Esau, *“that profane
person,” who, for a morsel of meat, sold
his birthright and has been held up to
the execration of succeeding generations,
And this leads me to say that another
portion of our birthright, and perhaps
the most important part, is loyalty to our
own Church. *“T will support my own
Church,” says our pledge. No Endeavorer
is worthy of the name that ignores or
makes light of this part of it, and T am
glad to know that the almost universal
testimony is that Christian Endeavor
makes not only strong moral fibre, but
loving, loyal hearts that say of their own
Church :

“1 love thy kingdom, Lord,
The house of thine abode,

The chupch my dear Redeemer bought
With his own precious blood."”

Boston, Mass,

A waN who was in the habit of invest-
ing in lottery tickets was asked if he had
ever realized anything by his ventures,
“Yes,” he replied, “I have realized that
T am an idiot.”
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ON THE ROAD.

“THE FOREST cirTy”’

IF the visitor to London desires to k
why the designation, * The

City,” has been applied to it, let him
climb to some height where a good view
can be obtained, and he will see beneath
him what appears to be an extensive
park, with cosy residences nestling
among the trees in eve direction
There is nothing crowded about London
Its streets are wide, wider than in any
city T have ever visi and are invari
ably lined with beautiful maples, chest
nuts and beeches, which add much to
appearance and comfort during the sum
mer season,

orest

London is remarkable for its homes

{178T METHODIST CHURCH, LONDON.

There is almost a complete absence of
terraces, as the people live for the most
part in detached houses, many of which
have beautiful grounds about them. For
pretty homes of unique and attractive
design, the “Forest City” is probably
not equalled by any city on the continent,
The citizens must be prosperous, as there
are evidences of comfort, and even
luxury, on every hand. One does not
need to look far for the sources of this
prosperity, as London is surrounded on
every side by the finest agricultural
ountry in Canada, and it is the market
town for an immense number of well-to-
do farmers. There is certainly no market
in Canada equal to that of London on a
Saturday.

It is, however, principally about the
churches that I wish to write at present,
There is probably no city in the world
where Methodism has such a strong hold
as in London.  We have eleven churches
for a population of 40,000, and several
of them are unusually capacious. The
fire which destroyed the two leading
Methodist churches a couple of years ago
was looked upon as “disastrous,” but it
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was really a I»lomng, as it resulted

in
the ere

ion of two magnificent buildings
which can scarcely be surpassed in any
city in Canadun. The old “Queen’s Avenue
Church ™ 1s now he First
Methodist Church,” and is located on
Dufferin Avenue, opposite the park. The
building has been modelled to some

-

OWn as

ex
tent after the Parkdale Church, Toronto,
but with a number of i provements,

The Sunday Sch
and most m;

ol room is the largest

gnificent in Canadian Meth

odism, and the school under the able
superintendency of Inspector Barnes and
Mr. J. T. Burgess is doing good work

It is gratifying to ne

e that in all our
churches so much attention is being
to the Sundiy Schoo! voom, and
gloomy and unhealthy
giving place to bright and com

aid
the
basem [

rtable
buildings, entirely
above  ground The
of  First
Church is a model of
convenience and
gance. It has seats
for about 1,700 per.
sons, and on Sunday

auditorium

ele

evenings thereisscarce
Iy an empty place,
During last autumn 1
dropped into First
Church one  Sunday
evening, and also look
ed into two large
churches of other de
nominations, I'here
mor ple in
First than in the other
two combined.  Dr,
Smith's preaching is
much  appreciated by
his immense congrega

were

tion. The entire pro-
perty, including a
210,000 organ, cost
about £100,000, upon
which there is a deht
of only §30,000. The

membership is about
700,

The League of this
chureh i very
efficient organization. The president,
Mr. Young, has succeeded in inspiring
the members with his own spirit of en-
thusiasm, and the work of the Society
characterized by energy and consecration,
Dr. Smith tells’ me it is one of the best
Leagues he ever knew. All funds for
gue purposes, including missionary
givings, are raised by weekly contribu-
tions for which small envelopes are pro
vided. Last year the sum of %200 was
raised in this way, so that the League
never finds it necessary to hold enter-
tainments in order to make money, and
there is always something in the treasury,

The financial system of the church,
too, is of the most complete and up-to-
date kind. The *coupon ” plan of con-
tributing has been in use for some time,
and has proved a great success, The
treasurver, Mr. T, R, Parker, informed
me that it has been the means of increas-
ing the givings by about 81,600 per year,
There can be no doubt that it will be the
twentieth century method of managing
church finances.

First Church has two mission churches
under its care, which were started during

is a

i

DUNDAS CENTRE CHURCH,
LoNDON

the pastorate of the late Rev. Geo. Boyd.
At present they are in charge of Rev.
John Morrison, who is putting
of ener

Al amount
v into his work that will surely
bring suceess, :

The Dundas Centre Church is a beauti-
ful building, both inside and out. The
accompanying do it

3 mtrast between the hrick

and the stone dressing cannot be shown,
The seats of the auditorium are ar
ranged in circular style, and are intended
to accommodate 1,300 or 1,400 persons.
The building is, however, scarcely large
enough, as it is frwlu:-nlly taxed to the
utmost on Sunday evening. An odd
feature of the interior is the entire ab-.
sence of pillars under the gallery. At
first the stranger feels a little timid about
taking a seat in the upper story, but he
is assured that the y is as safe and
substantial as if a score of visible sup
ports were under it.
The music of this church has always
been a special feature,  Under the direc
tion ¢ . W. Birks the choir was
known as one of the very best in Can-
ada, and this reputation is still main-
tained by Mr. W, H. Hewlett, the effi-
cient leader, and his capable band of
singers,

The pastor, Rev. Dr. Saunders, came
from Ottawa last July, but has already
established himself in the esteem of the
people as an able preacher and pastor.
While everything about the church is up-
to-date, in many respects the congrega-
tion is an old fashioned Methodist one,
The people are true to the traditions of
Methodism—believe in  class meetings,
and prayer-meetings, and are loyal to

picture does not

justice, as the
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gave 8300 to missions, besides
8500 for local improvements, the
total amount contributed by the
congregation being $6,200. The
Epworth League here is the lar
gest in the city, and the pastor
tells me that the young people are
loyal to all church interests, and
are a wonderful help to him in
his work

The Centennial Church, located
in the east end on Dundas Street,
was dedicated in the fall of 1892,
under the pastorate of Rev. Jos.
Philp. Since then a beautiful
and well-furnished parsonage has
been erected on a site contiguous
to the church, so that the property
now is a very valuable one. The
auditorium, although a trifle too
wide for its length, is commodious
and comfortable. The present
membership is about 350. The

CENTENNIAL CHURCH, LONDON,
connexional schemes and
One thing about the congregation that
is admirable, is the affection they cherish
toward their former pastors. When the
new church was dedicated, all the old
pastors who were alive wer invited to
take part in the opening services, and
when the Sunday School published a
special number of their little paper, Our
School, the former pastors were asked to
send greetings to their old parishioners.

The Sunday School room of Dundas
Centre Church is almost perfect in its
arrangement, the sole defect being that
it was built a little too small.  An en
largement is in view, but the people have
wisely determined to raise the money be
fore commencing the reconstruction. If
all our churches would act upon this
policy, the church debt problem would
soon be solved. Superintendent Me-
Dermid and his efficient staff of workers
have developed one of the best Sunday
Schools in the country. The church has
a mission under its wing known as Hill
Street, which is doing well.

The other Methodist churches are lo-
eated to touch various parts of the city
in such a way as not to interfere with
each other’s work, and if a rear-

enterprises.

people are not wealthy, but are
greatly interested in their church,
and are always ready to respond
to its claims. The energetic pastor, Rev.
W. J. Ford, is assisted by a noble band
of workers in League Sunday
School, and in other departments of the
church
What is known as Colborne Street
Church is a comparatively modern build
ing, but the cause dates back as far as
1 , when a small church was built on
St. James Street. When this was burned
in 1859, a new building was e
Pall Mall Street, which was used for a
number of years, During the pastorate
of Rev. E. B. Lanceley the present struc-
ture was undertaken at a cost of $18,000.
It was a big enterprise for a small con-
gregation, but the people, with the assist
ance of generous friends of other churches,
carried it through successfully, and they
now have a very complete and commo
dious place of worship. There is a
promising future for Colborne Street
in the growing northern part of the city.
The pastor, Rev, Geo. Jackson, is so well
liked that he has been invited to remain
for a fourth year.
other Methodist churches are
Empress Avenue, in London West, and
Hamilton Road, in the East, where

and

ted on

rangement could be made it would
be difficult to suggest much im-
provemeas.
Wellington Street Church is
mtone of the oldest in the city. Its
building is plain, but neat and
comfortable, providing accommo-
dation for ahg
ple. The n v
Bdge, is vefy
singing, under the direction of Mr.
and Mrs, McDonald, is also at-
tractive, consequently the con-
gregations are large. The Sunday
4 8chool, with Mr. Wm. Jeffrey as
# superintendent, is one of the lar-
gest in the London Conference.
The Askin Street Church .is a
perfect gem of a building, being
particularly cosy and home-like in
its interior arrangement. Rev.
Mr. Hobbs has had a successful
storate here, the membership
and finances having been well
sustained. Last year the church

WELLINGTON STREET CHURCH, LONDON.
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Revs. A. G. Harris and R. J. Fallis are
doing good work.

Altogeth -, Methodism in London is
well equipped, and ought to accomplish
great things during the next decade.

A O G

SPURGEON’S COLLECTION.

In Spurgeon’s autobiography there is
an interesting instance of the quickness,
readiness and energy which characterized
his mind and his actions.

During his first year in London, Spur-
geon was invited to preach at Tring.
The clergyman there, a worthy man
whose stipend amounted to only about
fifteen shillings a week, invited him to
tea at his house. While they sat in his
humble home the eminent preacher's con-

cience smote him because his good deacon

and himself were consuming some of the
scanty store of provisions, and he began
to think of some plan by which they
could repay the clergyman for his hospi
tality.

Noting that his friend was wearing an
alpaca coat which was very shiny and in
places so worn that he could see through
it, Spurgeon hit upon his plan. So, at
the end of the evening service he said to
the congregs

“Now, dear friends, 1 have preached
to you as well as 1 could, and you know
what our Saviour said to His disciples,
¢ Freely ye have received, freely give.” 1
don’t want anything from you for myself,
but the minister of this chapel looks to
me as though he would not object to a
new suit of clothes.”

Spurgeon then pointed down to his
deacon and said :

“ Father Olney, down there, I am sure
will start the collection with half a
sovereign.”

Father Olney at once nodded his head
to confirm this statement.

« T will gladly give the same amount,
and if you all help as much as you can,
our brother will soon have a new suit,
and a good one, too.”

The collection was made ; it realized a
very fair sum, and the minister was in
due time provided with a suit.

WHERE NO CHURCHES ARE.

P. T. Barnum, the great showman,
who travelled extensively uﬁu a keen

observer, once said : “ ShoWgne a place
where there are no churché¥’and where
preachers are never seen and I Will show
you a place where old hats are stuffed
into windows, where the gates have no
hinges, where the women are slipshod,
and where maps of the devil's wild land
are printed on men’s bosoms with tobaceo
juice—that's what I will show you.
Let’s consider what these things have
done for us before we lightly esteem
them.”

A Carisou, Maine, man lately wan-
dered into a remote hotel that does not
keep a dictionary, and on coming down
in the morning was asked how he rested,
“Oh,” replied the gentleman, “1 suffered
nearly all night with insomnia.” The
landlord took offence at this and roared :
«T tell you there ain’t one in my house.”
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i The Quiet Hour, aj‘:
A MORNING PETITION.
One glance, O Lord, of Thy sweet, kingly
face,
One whisper of Thy love within my
heart,
One gentle benediction of Thy grace,

Then, 1, this day shall bear a King's
son's part.

BEGIN EACH DAY WITH PRAYER.

1 begin my day’s work some morning,
perhaps wearied, perhaps annoyed with a
multiplicity of trifles which seem too
small to bring great principles to bear
upon them.  But do you not think there
would be a strange change wrought in
the petty annoyances of every day, and
in the small trifles that all our lives, of
whatever texture they are, must largely
be composed of, if we began each day and
task with that old prayer, “Rise, Lord,
and let thine enemies be scattered”? Do
you not think there would come a quiet
in our hearts, and a victorious peace to
which we are too much strangers? If we
carried the assurance that there is one
that fights for us into the trifles as well
as into the sore struggles of our lives, we
should have peace and victory. Most of
us will not have many large occasions of
trial and conflict in our career ; and, if
God’s fighting for us is not actua! in re-
gard to the small annoyances of home
and daily life, 1 know not for what it is
available. ¢ Many littles make a mickle,”
and there are more deaths in skirmishes
than in the pitched field of a great battle.
More Christian people lose their hold of
God, their sense of His presence, and are
beaten accordingly, by reason of the little
enemies that come down upon them, like
a cloud of gnats on a summer’s evening,
than are defeated by the shock of a great
assault or a great temptation, which calls
out their strength and sends them to their
knees to ask for help from God.— Alex-
ander McLaren, D.D.

“WHOM HAVE I IN HEAVEN
BUT THEE?”
Psalm 73: 25,

Perhaps you have been sufficiently
observant in your life to have seen the
devotion of the iaarguerite, or of the
little daisy flower, growing by your way-
side path. You have watch how, all
the day long, it follows with its golden
eye the march of the sun over its circuit
in the heavens. Continually it has
turned its face with the onward move-
ment of the h ly orb, and hed

send down her silvery rays close by the
couch of daisy; but the little sleeper
heeded them not. By and by a whole
skyful of lighted stars came out and lent
their beams to the moon's fond radiance,
But all the combination of attractions
failed to win the opening eye, or unfold
the golden breast of daisy. Unmoved
throughout the whole night-time, the
morning came ; and when you saw the
sun arise again and send his rays of light
and warmth across the pathway, you saw
daisy awake and open up without reserve
her little face and heart. And why this
partiality ! I think you know. The
sunshine is the only ‘stimulus of vital

ion, by the light of which it can be a
daisy, and live a daisy life,

I know you catch” the analogy. You
hear the daisy saying to the sun, *Whom
have I in heaven but thee ? and there is
none upon earth that 1 desire beside
thee. Mine eye droopeth and my form
faileth, but thou art the strength of my
life and my portion continually.”

Shall the daisy help us with our lesson?
Will you believe and prove that God is
the only light and warmth which can
awake our sleeping nature to life, and
bring it forth in the beauty designed in
creation and in redemption !— Rev. J. E.
Lanceley,

STARVE IT OUT.

The surest protection against evil is to
live in an atmosphere of good. When
the mind “thinketh no evil,” much of
evil, in a sense, ceases to exist for that
sonl; when the imagination is chastened,
and restrained from perilous wanderings
along forbidden paths of gross suggestion,
purity becomes increasingly a realization ;
when the heart is possessed by an over
mastering love for the Son of God, sin
retreats before the expulsive power of
such a divine affection ; when the hand
is occupied with good works little leisure
is left for unrighteous doings, since Satan
finds scarcely any work for busy hands
to do.  The evil in this case goes because
there is little left to attract and support
it.  Sin is starved out. Where good
fully occupies the ground, evil can not
come to stay. Where all is a whaat field,
thickly sown with valuable grain, small
room is left for the tares. Christian
workers are successful both with them-
selves and others, when they proceed
according to this method. Pluck up the
evil and plant the good ! may appear to
be a sound principle. Plant the good
and thus prevent the evil! is a better
method. Pre-empt the heart with grace;
starve sin out.—New York Observer,

LIVING WELL TO-DAY.

Living well to-day is the best anyone
can do. We can not live in the future,
We must live in the present. If that be
lived wisely there need not be any anxious

with uttermost fidelity till the sun has
sunken in the golden west. Then, daisy
closed its little eye and settled down to
sleep.  You saw the electric lamp fling
out its brilliant beam and light the very
spot were daisy slumbers. But no re-
sponse from daisy. You saw the moon
rise up in her full-orbed splendor, and

for the morrow ; for, says a judi-
cious writer, “the value of the luw:;
depends entirely upon the value attach,

to to-day ; ﬂlﬂl‘:ll no magic in the vears
to come; nothing can bloom in those
fairer fields save that which is sown to-
day. The great aim of Christianity is
not to teach men the glory of the life to
come, but the sacredness of the life that
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now is; not to make men imagine the
beauty of heaven, but to make them
realize the divinity of earth ; not to un-
veil the splendor of the Almighty, en-
throned among angels, but to reveal the
deity of the Man of Nazareth. He has
mastered the secret of life who has learned
the value of the present moment, who
sees the beauty of present surroundings,
and who recognizes the possibility of
sainthood in his neighbors, To make
the most and best of todiy is to com-
mand the highest resources of the future,
for there is no future outside of us; it
lies within us, and we make it for our-
selves."— Religious Telescope.

TO FIND OUT GOD’S WILL.

The following maxims for Christian
living were inscribed by Henry Drum-
mond upon the fly-leaf of his Hible, and
Prof. George Adam Smith, according to
The Record of Christian Work, attributes
them to the personal experience of Drum-
mond in fixing upon his life work :

3. Talk to wise people, but do not re-
gard their decision as final.

4. Beware of the basis of your own
will, but do not be too much afraid of it.
(God never necessarily thwarts a man’s
nature and likings, and it is a mistake to
think that his will is in the line of the
disagreeable.)

5. Meantime, do the next thing. (For
doing God's will in small things is the
best preparation for knowing it in great
things.)

6. When decision and action are neces-
sary, go ahead,

7. Never reconsider the decision when
it is finally acted upon ; and

8. You will probably not find out till
afterwards, perhaps long afterwards, that
you have been led at all.

SEASONS OF TRIAL.

The excellence of our religion lies
largely in its fitness for seasons of trial.
When all the powers of mind and body
are worn out and fainting—as after
Christ’s forty days in the wilderness —the
hope that maketh not ashamed comes to
the rescue with almighty reinforcements,
Pain, sorrow, death can get the upper
hand only for a moment. Under oft-
repeated blows the soul of the Christian
has an elasticity which refuses to be con-
quered.  “Bring forth the axe,” cries
Philip the Second, “the sword and the
faggot! We will test this boastful forti-
tude!” In less than three months,
eighteen hundred of the best and bravest
men of the Netherlands pass from the
blood-council to the Inquisition and
thence to shameful death. Drunk with
blood and weary with slaughter the bar-
barous Duke of Alva writes to the king,
“8ire, it is in vain. These bigots are
only strengthened ¥ i You
may depopulate the land but you cannot
destroy its faith!” Virtue like this,
laughing at the scourge and the ana-
thema is something more than human, it
is divine power indwelling in flesh.—
Rev. Dr. D. J. Burggws in Christian
Intelligencer.
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French Methodist Institute,
Montreal.

[As “Our French Work ” is to be the
subject for the March missionary meet
ing, we have asked Rev.J. Pinel, Princi-
pal of the French Methodist Institute in
Montreal, to write a description of the

REV. J. PINEL

PRINCIPAL FRENGH METHODIST INSTITUTE

work being done in that institution.
Although exceedingly busy, he has re
sponded with the following interesting
letter. —E

«This Institute had its origin with
the Rev. L. N, Beaudry in 1880, who at
that time was in charge of the French
Mission in connection with the Method-
ist Church in the city of Montreal. It
is of a similar nature to the Pointo aux
Trembles Mission Schools of the Presby
terian Church, the Feller Institute at
Grande Ligné, Que, of the Baptist
Church ; and the Sabrevois Schools of
the Anglican Church in Montreal, all of
which, however, have been in operation
for a much longer time.

It is a boardingschool for French
Canadians of both sexes, of from twelve
to twenty-four years, and is open for
seven months in the y

Its aim is threefold :
ing of missionar for ench mission
work ; second, preparing teachers for
entrance into the MeGill Normal School ;
and third, general educs work in
both languages. We endeavor to pre-
pare young men for entrance into the
Waeslevan Theological College, Montreal,
and try to cover af much of the public
school” work of Quebec as will take in
Grade 11. Academy, and thus allow our
girls to enter the Normal School for
training as teachers. We thus cover a

First, the train-

ional

wide range of subjects for a school of
Our

this kind. curriculum includes

moNTREAL

reading, spelling, writing, dictation,
geography, history (British and Cana
dian), Old and New Testament history,
arithmetic, algebra, Euclid, Latin, book
keeping, grammar, drawing, physiology
and temperance, and controversy this
latter being & comparison of the Protes
tant and Roman Catholic teachings with
the Scriptures. Both languages are used
and taught in the classes. Special em-
phiasis is placed upon the religious teach
ing, while every effort is made to sur-
round the pupils with the best of relig
jous influences. Our primary aim is to
bring our pupils into saving relationship
with Christ.

I said that this is a boarding-
school for both sexes, for in 1889
the Girls' Instituté at Actonvale,
established by the W. M. 8. in
1886, was amalgamated with the
Boys’ Institute, forming the pre-
sent institution at Westmount.
It is supported by both the Mis
sionary Society and the W. M. 8.,
there being about an equal num

ber of both sexes in the school.
Although its history is short

it has accomplished a great deal

Of the young men who have been
pupils in the school, several are
the
Province,

now in the active work «

ministry in our own
while others are engaged in sim
Canada

Some

work elsewhere in
the United States.
are in the medical and other pro

ilar
and

fessions, and others again are oc
cupying positions  of
bility in business.

Of the girls who have been en
rolled as pupils, some are doing
noble work as the wives of mis
sionaries, others teaching schools,
and others faithfully discharging
the less conspicuous but most important
duties of the home.

responsi-

This year we have received 130 appli
eations for admission, over fifty being
from Roman Catholics. Some fifteen of
these were rejected, while quite a few
who had been accepted failed to appear.
There have been eighty-seven in this
term—though at the present time we
have only seventy-two, several having
left owing to illness in their families.

As to the character of our pupils, it is
much the same as that of most boys and
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girls—wide awake, energetic, noisy, full
of life and fun—it requires all the sense
and judgment, wit and grace to control
and guide them into proper channels.
Many come to us whose previous training
has not been the most conducive to the
formation of good character. Habits of
untruthfulness and deceitfulness have
been acquired that it is almost impossible
to break. Yet the Gospel of Christ has
power, and to this power we look, and
upon it we depend for the transforma-
tion and uplifting of these characters.
We have not seen all that our hearts
desire thus far, but we have good reason
to believe that our work is not in vain
in the Lord. The seed is sown and it
must, according to divine promise, bring
forth fruit, This very day a young man
tells me of the work of grace going on in
his heart, and of his fear that if he be-
comes a Protestant all his friends will
forsake him, and he will scarcely dare to
go home ; others give evidence of dying
prejudice and readiness to inquire into
and receive the truth, We believe this
to be one of the most powerfult agencies
in the work of French evangelization.
This institution, and the others already
mentioned, much to bring
about the great change that sooner or
Much
has already been accomplished ; preju-
dices are dying ; the spirit of inquiry is
Quebec is thinking as never be-
fore, and demanding the right of private
judgment, the undictated exercise of the
franchise in polities, improved methods
of education, and a higher standard of
character from her teachers. But there
remains much to be done. Rome is still
powerful ; her wealth is enormous; her
institutions are many and strong, and
her influence over the masses is by no
means gone. Much now might be writ-
ten on this very important subject, but
this may suffice for the present. After
the hard work of the class-rooms, and
amid the worry and care that inevitably
comes with an institution of this kind,
the writer has hastily penned this article
in the hope that it may serve to encourage
those whose contributions and prayers
are offered on behalf of French evangeli-
zation, and at the same time create, if
possible, a greater interest in this most
important missionary work.”
95 Green Avenue,
Westmount, Montreal, Feb. 21,1899,

are doing

later must take place in Quebec.

abroad

FRENCH METHODIST INSTITUTE, MONTREAL.
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Forward Movement for Missions

DEPARTMENT.
In charke of F.C. STEPHENSON, M.D., C.M.,
© nber of the " Mission-
ary Campaign, 58 Parliament Street, Torong;‘

The Common Offering.
Tt is not the deed that we do,
Though the deed be never so fair,
But the love, that the dear Lord looketh

Hidden with lowly care [for,
In the heart of the deed so fair.

The love is the priceless thing,

The treasure our treasures mustéhold,
Or ever the Lord will take the gift,

Or tell the worth of the gold

By the love that cannot be told.

Behold us, the rich and the poor,
Dear Lord, in Thy service draw near,
One consecrateth a precious coin,
One droppeth only a tear ;
Look, Master, the love is here.
—CuristiNa G, Rosse

The Money Question,

How much do T owe my League 1
sionary fund !

Am T helping all T can to send the
Gospel into all the world !

When I give, is it to the extent of
sacrifice !

Am I keeping * stored-up " money, and
growing rich toward self and poor toward
God !

Am 1 paying out money for seed-sow-
ing, and looking forward to the harvest !

Do I really believe that 1 am God’s
steward and He demands wse of all en-
trusted to me !

Do I pray that God will bless the use
of the money I give !

Have T adjusted my expenditure so as
to meet my p 1 ibility in the

1895, when a circular letter was sent by
a committee, represent Trinity Med:
cal College and Victoria University, to
all the Methodist colleges, asking the
students to join in a campaign for mis-
sions. The following paragraphs taken
from the letter will serve to show the
view of the work to be done and the
spirit in which it was undertaken :

“Our plan is to inaugurate a mission-
ary campaign during the summer months
to be carried on by each college man in
his own neighborhood, and in each of
these centres, however narrow the limits,
to seek to arouse an intelligent interest
in missions.”

“There are few neighborhoods in which
abundant opportunities for this work are
not afforded. There are organizations of
various kinds for Christian work. It is
in these—congregations, Sunday Schools,
Epworth Leagues, ete.—that we want to
arouse an intelligent interest in missions,
an interest that will manifest itself in
increased study, definite prayer and
united effort, 1 there are in almost
every district occasional Sunday School,
Epworth League and Christian Endeavor
conventions. All these offer grand op
portunity for work. We must not wait
for invitations, but seek opportunitie:

“ We should impress the need of daily
definite prayer, and also urge, particu
larly on the young people, the advantage
and need of systematic giving to missions
through the regular church channels,”

“There will undoubtedly be obstacles
and discouragements, We will meet with
indifference and Sponsiveness ;  we
need not always look for large crowds,
great enthusiasm, and immediate results.
We will encounter quibbles, complaints,
and excuses, which we must be prepared
to meet and endure patiently, We will
therefore need to keep in close touch
with our Master.”

This appeal was heartily sanctioned by
Rev. Dr. Sutherland, General Secretary
of Missions, in the following words :

“1 have pleasure in commending the
above circular letter to the notice of our

work of God’s kingdomi

Origin of the Movement,

(Continued from February.)

As our fountains are fed from heaven
by natural laws, which call for their sup-
ply from the broad acres and wide seas,
80 our colleges receive from the Church
and State, students, and by the blessing
of God send them forth again to make
our times bright and rich with progress
in things temporal and spiritual.

Our Young People’s Societies have
greatly influenced and prepared the stu-
dents of to-day for aggressive Christian
work at college. The Young Men's
Christian A and the Stud
Volunteer Movement for Foreign Mis-
sions have been agencies used by God
in developing an ining d
for more aggressive work in the Young
People’s Christian Societies, especially
along the lines of missionary effort.

The reflex action of the college train-
ing of those interested in Epworth League
and Christian Endeavor work was clearly
manifest to the Church in the spring of

s and of all friends of our mis-
sionary work. The young people of
Methodism are astir; more and more
their interest is centring on the world’s
evangelization, and there should be an
outlet for their consecrated enthusi
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department of our Church. The mission
ary department of the Epworth Leagwe
was very weak. The members of the
Leagueshowed hearty response.  Every
anurﬁ rment was given by pastors and
people, with a few exceptions,

Great was the rejoicing of the Cam-
paigners when they met one another at
college in the fall of 1895, The oppor-
tunity for a great work in the future
stimulated the minds and enthused the
spirits of many students who had been
praying for some way of arousing the
Church which is abundantly able to send
forth all her sons and daughters whom
God calls to serve Him in mission lands.

(T'o be continued. )

Campaign Chips,

Perersoro’ and  Cobourg
have united to support Dr.
China.

Districts
mith in

Wixcuaw League is doing well. They
hope to raise 235 this year for missions.

BELGRAVE expeets to contribute 260,

MELBOURNE reports that systematic
giving has been established, and much
interest manifested,

Sovrn Dumver looks for an advance
of twenty-tive per cent,

OwEN Sousn League has tried the sys
tematic plan of giving for one year, and
has raised X

Tue students of Wesley College, Win
nipeg, still keep up their missionary study
class,

Suggested Programme.
For March,

SussecT —French-Canadian Missions.

Hymy—206, Canadian Hymnal,

Praver—For the French Methodist Mis-
sion in Montreal, French-Canadian
Missions and Papal Lands,

READING of the Seriptures— Psa. 24,

ReApiNG of a letter from a missionary.
(Reference, this number of the Outlook,
or the letter from your own missionary. )

Hymy—404,

Our Frexcun-CaNapiaN Missions—

These young workers ask for no remun-
eration; they ask only for an opportunity
to plead the cause of a perishing world,
and thus help the coming of the Lord's
kingdom. A. SUTHERLAND,
“Toronto, March 26th, 1895.”

“During the summer of 1895 many
earnest missionary addresses were given
and some missionary literature sold. One
Campaigner visited a number of Leagues
on the Cobourg District, and by the kind
co-operation of the pastors and Rev. A C,
Crews, General Secretary of the Epworth
League, succeeded in uniting the Leagues
of the District in an effort to raise enough
money for the support of a missionary
under the direction of the General Board
of Missions,”

X
This summer’s work proved the close

relation existing between the colleges
and the young people; it also showed
that the missionary spirit was lower in
the Epworth League than in any other

Five-minute address on “The religions
of Quebec and the condition of the
people.”

Five-minute address on “Work done by
the General Board and the W. M. 8.
(See reports of both Societies for
1897-98,)

Reading of Rev. J. Pinel's letter in
this paper (opposite page).

Discussion — “What can we do to
help the French Methodist Mission
through the Easter thank-offering 1"

Praver—For God's blessing on the self-
sacrifice for the Easter giving,

Silent prayer that each may realize the
personal responsibility of God's work,

Distrinurion of envelopes for the Easter
thank-offering. After prayer and study
about the work, return the envelope
with your offering to your treasurer,
marked, “My thank-offering, Easter,

1899.”

Hymx—219,

iy and Besepieriow,
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Put to the Test.

Not long ago an instructor of youth
tried an experiment. He wanted to find
out how much (or how little) the average
American college student of these days
knows about the Bible. To ning i
such students he gave nine simple
tions, to be answered offhand and in writ-
ing. He explained to them his object,
and promised not to show their answers
to anybody. This was the question paper:

1. 'What is the Pentateuch !

2, What is the higher criticism of the
Scriptures !

3. Does the hook of Jude belong to the
New Testament or to the Old ?

4. we one of the patriarchs of the
Old Testament.

5. Name one of the judges of the Old
Testament.

6. Name three of the Kings of Israel.

7. Name three prophets.

8. Give one of the beatitudes.

9. Quote a verse from the letter to the
Romans.

In a letter to The Christian Advocate
he reports he result of the experiment.
Eight of thetninety-six students answered
all the questions correctly, thirteen an-
swered eight of them, eleven answered
seven, five answered six, nine answered
five, twelve answered four, eleven an-
swered three, thirteen answered two,
eleven answered one, and three * funked ”
completely. * Most of these persons, I
have no doubt, were brought up in Chris-
tian homes,” remarks the experimenter,
«and had enjoyed such instruction as the
average Sunday School and pulpit of our
day afford.”- - Hartford Couwrant.

How to Speak Without Notes.

Dr. Newman Hall taught himself ex-
pore speaking by practising daily for
a whole year ten minutes a day, locking
his door, opening the Bible at random,
and delivering an address on whatever
text happened to catch his eye. ‘At
first,” he says, I found it very difficult
to speak to the point for so long. But I
was careful to keep up the flow to the
end of the ten minutes by talking about
the subject if I could not talk on it. At
the end of the twelve months, however,
1 found that I could not only speak with
a greater degree of fluency, but could hold
myself strictly to the subject in hand.”

Unused Social Influences.

In your home there is light and
warmth and flowers and pictures and
music and a congenial home atmosphere.
In your community are many persons
who would enjoy all this. Many of
them have similar homes, but some do
not.” Some of them are not Christians,
and all of them need to be helped in the
struggle against worldliness.

Throw open your home some evening
and invite a dozen of these people to
spend the evening with you. Help

em to enjoy themselves. Tell them
about your church. Let the pastor and
the queen of the parsonage be guests
with the others. The people will get
better acquainted with them. The
refreshments need not be expensive—
should not be.
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Of course, it will cost something of
money and effort to entertain in this way,
but does not God give you the money and
the home blessings to be used for Him !

When you invite those people to your
church, they will be disposed to respect
your wish, and when you urge them to
become Christians they will listen to you
with better attention,— £,

Literary Department.

We have been casting about for reasons
why more is not done in the Literary De-
partment. At the Ludington Literary
Conference this summer we picked up the
following explanation from a “round
table” conducted by a distinguished col-
lege president who evidently speaks from
experience. He said that the third de-
partment was neglected (1) because the
reading course emphasizes spirituality of
the highest sort—not the shallow effer-
vescent kind ; (2) from lack of apprecia-
tion of the value of culture; (3) because
it takes hard work to read anything be-
yond dime novels and the daily papers ;
and finally (4) because of the incompetent
leadership in the local chapters in the
work of the third department. Let there
be a return in all our chapters to the
original objects of the Epworth League,
the first of which, as stated in the consti-
tution, is to promote intelligence and
vital piety in the young members and
friends of the Church.— Edwin A. Schell.
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Influence.

In memory of the Rev. A, M. Phillips’ Work among the
8t. Mary's Young People.

BY EMMA H. WATT,
Say you “He's gone” !
Quiet the great kind heart,
Folded the hands,
See him lie silent now,
In death’s cold bands—
Yea ; close the coffin lid
O'er the kind face !
Gently, oh gently, lay
In earth’s embrace !

But is he gone!
Nay, his life’s message
Comes to us still—

#® «“ Walk in the higher life

Through good and ill.”
High impulse, holy though,
Through him, given birth—-
Heir to eternity,
Will he leave earth 1

He is not gone !
For we may, all along
Our earthly way,
The same high impulse give,
In life's brief day.
And though to earthly sight
He may be gone,
Still to eternity
Will he live on.

Toronto, Ont.

SFORCRCHCHOHORCHOBORORORORORK

111.—Rev. A. M. Pamurs, B.D.

Rev., A, M. Puiues, B.D., was one of
the pioneers of Young People’s work in
Canada. He organized the first Christian
Endeavor Society in connection with Cana-
dian Methodism, at Avenue Road Church,
Toronto, and shortly afterwards reor-
ganized it os an E. L. of C. E. He was
strongly in sympathy with the Christian
Endeavor movement, especially liking its
il;:r~llf‘::0|nimtiom'l‘ fellowship. He was

% also a believer in the Epworth League, as
¥ he desired to unite the young le of
Methodism as closely as” possible to the
Church of their fathers, The idea of
securing the advantages of both organiza-

Prominent League Workets.

tions originated with Mr. Phillips, who
was the first to propose the KEpworth
League of Christian KEndeavor. Juring
his residence in Toronto he took an active
(nrt in & local Association of Methodist
Young People’s Societies and when the
Ontario Association was formed he was
elected the first president. He wrote the
form for Reception of Members which is
still in use in our Epworth Leagues, and
also had much to do with preparing the
Junior Constitution,
revious to the advent of Christian En-
deavor and Epworth League Mr. Phillips
had given much attention to the young
I»mplu of his congregations. At St. Mary's
he took a very active part in the Young
People’s Society. Every month a recep-
tion was held at the parsonage, when games,
ete., were indulged in, followed by a Bible
reading and a practical talk. He always
emphasized the importance of Bible study.
While at Victoria University he started
the Jackson Society, and was one of the
moving spirits in the organization of the
Theological Union. The amount of work
that he performed was simply marvellous.
He was an_intellectual her, an active
tor, editor of the Methodist Quarterly %
eview, an enthusiastic temperance reformer, §
and an energetic worker among the young ¥
people. He loved to work u‘bs it was his
Joy to fill his life with useful endeavor. He
to say: “If heaven is a place where ¥
we must recline forever on flowery beds of &
ease I do not want to go there.”

As a preacher he was a fearless advo-
cate of the truth and never hesitated to
declare his convictions. As Dr. 8. P. Rose
says: ‘‘Mr. Phillips was made after the
build of the martyrs. Self-interest was the §
::;ll d\;: llil;p‘ e hllHlnoe whh;'nn weighed

nst e. o was in 1847,
entered the mini in 1870, and died in
lm while pastor of Douglas Church, Mon-

!
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Canadian Evening. - A unique en-
tertainment was held recently in the
Methodist Church, Orillia, under the
title, “ A Canadian Evening.” The
decorations consisted of flags, lacrosse
and hockey sticks, paddles, moccasins,
canoes, Indian basket work, evergreens,
and a number of curiosities, The follow-
ing recitations were given: *In Hospi-
tal,” describing an event in Canadian
history ; “ Capture of Quebec,” and “Our
Lady of the Snows” “Men of the
North,” and “It's Only a Bit of Bunt-
ing.” were sung. A national chorus was
sung by six little girls dressed in white,and
wearing a card each bearing a letter which
together made up the word “Canada.”
Six boys in uniform, carrying guns
and bugles, looked very soldier-like,
while they sang the chorus, “ Rise, Cana-
dians.” An essay on “ The Resources of
Canada” contained much information.
The latter part of the evening was de-
voted to an essay on “‘Canadian Liter-
ature.” A short synopsis of “ Black
Rock,” by Ralph Connor, was given.
Special reference was also made to Cana-
dian poetry. Mr. Chas. Roberts’ “Ode
for the Canadian Confederacy” was re-
cited by one of the members of the
League. The settlement life had an ex-
cellent example in the selection, **The
Second Concession of Deer,” by Williamn
Wye Smith. Attention was given to
places and beautiful scenery in our
country, two of the recitations being,
“Lake Couchiching,” and “In Orillia
Woods,” The entertainment concluded
with a short address by Rev. R. N.
Burns, and the singing of “The Land of
the Maple,” and *“ God Save the Queen.”

L

Ten Don’ts.—The following sugges-
tions to prayer-meeting committees are
taken from 7he Lookout :

1. Don't ask a member, “ Will you
lead the meeting 1" Nine out of ten will
from mere perversity say, “ No.”

2. Don’t be afraid to put members’
names on the topic card without their
permission. Assume their willingness to
do their duty.

3. Don't be discouraged if the ap-
pointed leader fails to appear. Some-
body will be ready to take the meeting,
and you may be sure the delinquent will
feel worse because of it than you do.

4. Don't get angry if somebody come
and scold you, saying, “You had no
right to put my name down.” Be assured
that this is the very man who is delighted
to see his name there, and would have
been much hurt if you had overlooked
him, and expect him to ask for an extra
supply of topic cards.

5. Don’t have the leaders all of one
sex, else somebody will look strange and
feel stranger, and the other sex will con-
clude that you can get on without them.

6. Don’t have all the new leaders at
consecutive meetings. It is too great a
strain on the society. When the new
alternate with the old they have the
benefit of their fellows’ experience.

7. Don't leave the new leader to do
all the work. He will doubtless have a
programme prepared, but in all probabil-
ity will be too dazed to know what is on
it—even if he knows whether it is in his
pocket or in his hand.

8. Don’t be afraid to ofter suggestions
to the new leader. He is anxious for
them, but too proud to admit it. If he
does not thank you when you offer them,
he will before he is half through the
meeting.

9. Don’t neglect conference and prayer
with the leader. Let him know he may
depend on you to fill up a gap. Let him
feel that you are sufficiently interested
in him to remember him before God.

10. Don’t eriticise unless asked to do
s0 by the leader; even then give nine
grains of praise to one grain of blame, and
you will find it will help him wonderfully.

* x e

Some Be(e)s for the Secretary.
Be
Sure

to be on time. It is not
well to see the minutes
signed : “Sec. pro tem.”

Not too concise, neither too
full, but always accurate.
Leave out all matters not
pertinent, Some secretaries
put down every word spoken,
and some unspoken

Some records are so thumbed
and greasy that they remind
you of a chimney-sweep's
ledger.

What is more exasperating
than to hear a secretary
stumble over his own writ-
ing! Perhaps nothing than
to hear a secretary pro tem.
confess that he cannot read
Brother Scribbler’s writing,
in your demands for a proper
book. The writer saw some
minutes written on o dirty,
greasy, pasty piece of wall
paper. Shame !

This will make you cautious
in trusting your memory.
Next to tie heart, memory
is most deceitful ; promising,
but not performing. Make
careful notes on a clean piece
of paper, and as soon as pos-
sible after the meeting enter
them in your book.

Attend to the business at
hand.  You will then not be
embarrassed by hearing the
President say : “ With these
corrections the minutes will
stand approved.”

as an authority on (1) Par-
liamentary Law, (2) Consti-
tution, By-laws, etc.

the exception, i.e., a secretary
who never forgets to bring
his minute book with him,
and thereby save your society
wasted time, See to it that
you are well informed on
unfinished and new business,
Have the minutes read and
approved at each meeting,
and when you hand over
your book to the next secre-
tary be sure that the

Exact

Cleanly

Readable

Exacting

“‘Thorough

Reckoned

Yourself
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For a Temperance Meeting.—
Music. Secure some good temperance
songs—two or three, Besides these there
are many hymns in the Church Hymnal
that are in point.

Prayer. In order that the prayers be
neither perfunctory nor pointless, ask
the pastor, or someone well fitted, to pre-
sent a five minutes’ talk on the need for
prayer touching this evil, and one or two
special needs of your own town.

Seripture. * What the word says”
might be the title of a brief Bible read
ing, conducted by someone in full sym
pathy with the topic and in love with the
Word.

Address. Have no “set” speech. Ask
three or four members of the chapter to
speak very briefly upon assigned topics,
such as ““Intemperance, a National
Evil,” “The Saloon »s. The Home,”
“ Aleohol, a Poison: How Do You
Know 1” “ Dangers to Our Juniors.”

Recitation. Omit this feature unless it
can be made entirely appropriate, A
good short recitation may be made very
effective,

Testimony. Ask for short testimony
—“What I Have Done for Temper-
ance.”

Pladge. Invite any who have not done
s0, and who would like to, to sign a total
abstinence pledge. These cards may be
secured of a local W. C. T, U,, or from
the National Temperance Society in
New York. Or a simple pledge might
be prepared and printed by the Chapter.
The League badge and colors would be
appropriate accompaniments,

Literature, Circulate good temperance
leaflets at close of meeting.— Epworth
Herald.

LR O 3

To the Front.—A pastor of a church
in Towa,which was recruited largely from
the country with somewhat small and
sometimes scattering evening congrega-
tions, asked his young people to form a
front seat brigade. His advice was acted
upon, and the next Sunday evening about
a dozen came and occupied the front
seats, thus bringing the congregation into
compact form. Now, I am persuaded
there are other pastors and leaders of
youug people’s meetings who have to face
similar conditions, and suggest this as a
practical method by which young people
can help their pastor. Form a com-
mittee ; let it be a large one; if a com-
mittee of the whole, all the better. If
there be occasion, march to the front and
take the vacant seats. Thus you will
strengthen the bond of sympathy be-
tween the preacher and the congregation,
and will give him a fresh grip upon the
people before him. He will be helped,
encouraged and inspired to preach better
and more effective sermons. Tt will alse
be helpful to the committee occupying
the front seats. It may save them from
many a foolish notion, and perhaps from
some foolish conduct, It may make
them attentive, earnest listeners to the
sacred Word. Wellfilled front seats
pretty surely indicate a revival spirit in
a church, and it may be that the same

are all accurate and approved.
—Rev. H. T. Crane, in BaptistUnion,

dition will produce the spirit of re-
vival. The committee is at least worth
trying.— Exchange.
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Helping the Pastor,

1L —HOW THE CHOIR MAY HELP.

The story is told of several little girls
who were playing * church.”  One of the
number, who persisted in talking and
laughing during the service, was severely
reprimanded by the “minister,” who
told her she must keep quiet. I don’t
have to,” was tho eply, *for I belong to
the choir.”  This youngster had evidently
been a close observer when attending
church, It is a fact that many singers
seem to have the idea that their place in
the choir secures immunity from all the
laws and customs governing public wor-
ship. If they were in one of the pews
they would not dream of being anything
else than reverent and attentive, but
when seated in the choir gallery, a much
more prumim-nt plnoa, tlw_\' appear to
think that they have the fullest liberty
to whisper, turn over the leaves of their
books, and act generally as if they had no
interest whatever in the service,

In many choirs there is more or less
movement, preparing for the anthem,
during the whole of the first prayer. It
would be better to dispense altogether
with the anthem than to have the devo-
tional portion of the services disturbed, as
it often is.

The choir may help the minister by
maintaining the same decorum, order
and attention that are deemed proper by
the occupants of the pew. Indeed this
should be insisted upon by the leader,
who should exclude those who habitually
violate this condition, !

The choir may help the pastor by be-
ing in their places punctually five minutes
before the time appointed for the service
to begin. 1t is no uncommon thing for the
exercises to be delayed several minutes
“waiting for the choir.” This ought not
80 to be.

The choir might greatly improve the
singing, in all cur churches, by giving
more attenvion to the hymns, and by
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oceasionally learning a new tune. In
many places the practice hour is taken
up with rehearsing anthems for the com-
ing Sabbath, and practising hymns is con-
sidered quite unnecessary. There are
churches that have not added a new tune
to their list during the last twenty years.

Ev choir leader should have the
idea impressed upon him that the hymn
ost important part of the
musical sery and should be most care-
fully prepared for. The choir may help
the minister by following up his sermon
by « simple and appropriate gospel song,
while the collection is being taken. It
often happens, after the pastor has
preached an impressive sermon, that the
effect is largely dissipated by a high-
toned solo or quartette, utterly out of
harmony with the oceasion.  What must
be the feeling of a preacher who has con-
cluded a stirring address to sinners urg-
ing them to come to Christ, to be forced
to listen to a florid solo like * With Ver
dure Clad,” from “ the leading soprano”
No matter how well it may be rendered,
a sense of its inappropriateness must be
felt by all. How different would be the
effect the sermon if followed by a
simple piece like “Come to the Saviour,
make no delay,” rendered by a s
thetic singer, with a religious experience
behind the song.  There should be an
understandi between  minister  and
ch leader regarding the music to be
vendered, apart from the hymns. Most
choir leaders would endeavor to get some-
thing appropriate to sing after the ser-
mon if supplied with the text, or some
suggestion y ious to the choir practice.
There is a chureh in Toronto where pas-
tor and choir always meet for a few
minutes previous to the service when the
pastor offers prayer, asking the divine
blessing upon the whole service, espe-
cially the singing. Su ch a practice tends
to give the singers a higher ideal of the
position they occupy as leaders in public
pl‘lllﬂt‘.

singing is the w

]

The Sunday Evening Service.

Our friends across the line have always
had difficulty in sustaining the Sunday
evening services, and the discussion of
the question is a perennial one. At pres-
ent Ziow's Herald, of Boston, is conduct-
ing a symposium on “ How to make the
Sunday evening service a success,” and a
number of ministers are giving their per-
sonal experience. In this country the
Sunday evening problem is somewhat dif-
ferent from that of the States. We have
never had any trouble in securing audi-
ences, for, as a rule, the attendance is only
limited by the size of the buildings. Tn
nearly all our cities and towns, the Meth-
odist” churches are invariably thronged
on Sunday evening. The question for us
to solve is, how to use the opportunity
offered by the presence of these multi-
tudes. 1t is evident that, in many
places, we are not making as much out
of the privilege as we ought.

The gospel should be preached as
plainly and earnestly as possible, and
the sermon ought to be interesting as
well as profitable.  Both pastor and peo-
ple should expect that conversions will
take place every Sunday evening, and to
this end short after-meetings should al-
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most invariably be held. There are
churches that seldom have revivals as
they are popularly known, but in which
conversions occur as regularly as the ser-
vices, and the people would be surprised
and alarmed if they should cease. Rev.
Dr. Conwell, of Philadelphia, in answer-
ing the question in Zion's Herald, how
to make the Sunday evening service suc-
cessful, says : * Trying to save some each
evening the year round keeps the Temple
full, I think. We have no new way and
no sensational attractions,” Those seven
words in that sentence give the key to
success, “Save some each evening the
year round.

The throngs at our Sunday evening
services afford the young people an op-
portunity for doing evangelistic work.
Members of the League should be sta-
tioned in various parts of the congrega-
tion to do personal wor The pastor’s
annoancement concerning the after-meet-
ing should be followed up by individual
invitations on the part of the young
people of the church. Many unconverted
persons would tarry to the prayer-meet-
ing if some earnest, and sympathetic
friend asked them in a cordial way, Let
us aim at immediate results from the
preaching of the truth, and look for them
every Sunday.

Friendly Relations.

In view of the pleasant relations exist-
ing between Epworth Leagues and Chris-
tian Endeavor Societies in Canada, it is
appropriate that we should publish as our
frontispiece a_portrait of Rev. Dr. Clark,
founder of the Christian Endeavor So-
ciety. The Methodist Church in Canada
has seen fit to organize a denominational
Young People’s Society, but has not in-
terfered with the spirit of interdenom-
inational fellowship which Christian En-
deavor has done so much to promote.
Our arrangement for affilistion with the
Christian Endeavor movement is suffi-
cient answer to those who charge us with
narrowness. Dr. Clark himself does not
hesitate to speak of this as “an ideal ar-
rangement,” and has expressed the hope
that all Methodist Young People’s Socie-
ties in Canada may speedily fall into line
with our denominational plan. One by
one they are gradually doing so, although
some of them are still a little suspicious
of the Epworth League. As its objects
become more generally understood this
feeling will undoubtedly die out.

The Do-Nothings.

Nothing so impedes the progress of
the church as the supineness and negli-
gence of the great army of * Do-noth-
ings.” In all aggressive movements it
appears as if the burden of effort must
always fall upon the few whose hearts
have been touched, while the great mass
show little or no interest. The Method-
ist Episcopal Church of the United
States took over a year to pay its mis-
sionary debt, and frequent appeals were
made to the whole church ; but 7,000
pastors and 7,000 charges were not heard
from. Inour own effort to relieve St.
James’ Church, the indications are that
we shall have a samewhat similar experi-
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ence. If the enterprise fails it will be
because a large number of our churches
neglect or refuse to do anything.

In our League work the same difficulty
meets us everywhere. The activities of
the society are for the most part carried
on by a comparatively small percentage
of the membership, while the others
“heg to be excused ” when asked to do
anything

Let us turn our guns on the * Do-
nothings,” and see if we cannot induce
them to “lend a hand.” The League is
intended to develop the talent of all its
members, and not of a select few, Every
one should therefore be expected to take
part in its work,

To Our Friends.

We want your help. Not merely in
securing subseriptions, though that is all-
important, but your assistance is needed
in preparing this paper. To most readers
the news department of a paper is more
interesting than any other, and to make
this what it ought to be, the editor is
dependent to a large extent upon his
rveaders. It is his business, of course,
to put the news into readable shape, but
he cannot, or ought not to, manufacture
it.  Kindly let us know what your
League is doing, and use the postal card.
Lengthy communications cannot be in
serted, but brief accounts of work done
will be welcomed. Your local papers
will be glad to publish the list of officers
that the League may elect, but for obvi-
ous reasons we cannot do this, We want
the names and addresses of officers for
record, but not for publication. We are
particularly anxious to know of any for-
ward movement made by the Leagues in
missionary, evangelistic or literary enter-
prises, and are always hungry for news
about methods of work that have heen
helpful.  Dear Corresponding Secretary,
please “take your pen in hand,” and let
us hear from you.

Rev. Dr. Capmax of the Metropolitan
Temple, New York, says that every
pastor has the material for a first-class

choir in his Sunday School, if it is only
utilized. There is only one thing neces-
dary, and that is an enthusiastic and
capable leader. There is really no neces-
sity to ask godless people to lead us in
the sacred service of song. Why not
draw on our own undeveloped resources !

L

VIDENTLY there is something in a
name when a physical encounter known
as a prize fight at Carson City is re-
garded as a brutal exhibition, universally
preached against and denounced, while
practically the same thing is carried on
in Toronto and Hamilton under the mild
titleof * Fisticuff Entertainment,” with-
out causing any excitement among the
law-abiding people of these cities. We
are glad to see that Rev. W. F. Wilson,
of Hamilton, has spoken out plainly on
this matter. The * fisticuff” perform-
ance is carried on with gloves, but Bro,
Wilson has handled the affair  without
gloves,” and is stirring up the police
authorities to put a stop to the exhibi-
tions.  We have no place for the prize
fight in this country,

Mg. Youna's interesting story in this
issue illustrates the fact that often the
most effectual method of reaching men's
souls is to do something for their bodies.
The medical missionary frequently mukes
his way and wins the hearts of the people,
when the door is completely closed to
the preacher. No department of our
work is more important or more promis-
ing than medical missions.

L
Tue local paper of one of our Canadian
towns has an item referring to an enter
tainment under the auspices of the kKp
worth League, at which there was a
ballot to decide who was the homeliest
young man in the Church. We wish
that society would char its name,
instanter, or else chan its methods,
intertainments of this kind are beneath
the dignity of an Epworth League and

hinder its usefulness,

e

Mgr. H. H. Fupcer, in his address at
the Methodist Social Union meeting in
Toronto, hit the nail on the head when
he said that the prayer-meeting should
not be regarded merely as the thermom-
eter of the church, but as the generator
of spiritual warmth. Many a revival has
started in a prayer-meeting where the
spirit of consecration and enthusiasm
has been marked. Let us rally to the
support of our devotional services,

Ld

No external condition has more to do
with the success of a prayer-meeting than
a bright cheery room, while nothing is
more dispiriting than a  half lighted,
gloomy church or lecture hall, 1t is
interesting to note the improvement that
has taken place in lighting our churches
during the past year or two. It is now
almost exceptional to find a church lit by
lamps, for electricity and acetylene gas
are making their way everywhere. *The
dim religious light ” must go.

L

“ WE always have a good meetin’ when
T take part in it,” said an old man in
talking about the Church prayer-meeting.
There was sound philosophy in the re-
mark. The way to really enjoy a devo-
tional service is to enter into it heart and
soul. Those who take a back seat and look
on with a critical spirit will, of course,
find something to find fault with, but
these who identify themselves with the
service and contribute of their very best
to make it profitable will scarcely
away unbenefited and unblessed.

K

A rrrie giel of aboutsix years attended
Crossley & Hunter's meetings in Milton,
and one evening stood up, among others,
for prayer. After coming home and
preparing for bed, to the great surprise
of her mother, she refused to say her
prayers as she had been accustomed,
When urged to do so, she replied,
“What's the use, I stood up for prayers
at the meeting, and they are doing the
praying to-night.” 1t is to be feared that
this child has imitators, not a few, in the
Church today, who are perfectly willing
to have their religious duties attended to
by proxy. How many there are in the

ever go
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League who are satisfied, month after
month, to allow others to do the praying
for them while they sit in silence They
lose many blessings that really belong to

them.
L

A YOUNG minister, spending an even
ing out, was asked to sing something
He sat down at the piano and sang a
pi which charmed  everybody, and
many were the inquiries as to where he
had found it.  With a smile he replied
that the song was in the Canadian Hym
nal which was in use in their Sunday
School,  Several more pieces followed,

id to the amazement of the mpany
every one was said to come from the
Canadian Hymnal. The fact is, there are
many treasures of song which we have
never recognized in the book that is in
our hands every week, Look for them.

L

IN several Toronto churches during
this winter, musical eveni have been
arranged under the title, “Service of
Praise.”  The meeting is opened  with
praye ul closed with the benedietion.
The selections are all sacred, and several
hymns are introduced in which the audi-
ence join,  The most noticeable feature,
however, is the absence of applause, con
sequently nuisance is also
sliminated. A service of this kind seems
more in keeping with the house of God
than the miscellaneous concert in which
the humorous recitation and the sacred
solo follow one another, punctuated by
uproarious applause. The audiences at
these praise services have been very
large.

the encore

Ld

Jost outside the window, as we write,
a sleigh load of wood has stuck fast on
the bare ground. Two teams are attached
with the expectation that they will jerk
it out in a moment. The load is quite
within their ability to haul, but they do
not move it an inch, because they do not
pull together. While the front team
bends to the traces the hind one hacks
up, and vice versa. What a picture this
is of many a church! There are all the
resources needed for the successful accom-
plishment of the work, but, alas, the
people do not pull together They quar
rel among themselves, criticise one an-
other’s efforts, find fault with the pastor,
while the gospel chariot remains station-
ary. 'Tis a great pity, isn't it !

Some of our Leagues have subscribed
for one copy of our paper in the name of
the society, and have done nothing more.
The proverbial *small favors ought,
of course, to be thankfully received, but
if all our societies should copy this exam
ple we would be forced to suspend publi-
cation at once.  We really ought to have
an average subseription list of six names
from every society. It is a most unsatis-
factory method to have only one copy of
the paper to be handed around among
the members. The village of W ribridge
has set a splendid example by ordering
26 copies sent to one address, which,
with one exception, is the largest number
mailed to any League in Canada.  What
better use could be made of League
money than to provide literature to help
on the work 1
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At the commencement of an all-day
prayer-meeting, held recently in London,
Rev. Hugh Price Hughes told those pres-
ent to regard any inclination to pray
longer than two minutes as a temptation
from the devil. Everybody will not
agree with this, but it is a strong way of
emphasizing the fact that long prayers
kill the prayer-meeting more quickly
than almost anything else.

o

Some of our departments are interfered
with this month on account of the full
report given of the Hamilton Conference
Convention. As these conference gather-
ings will now meet only once in two
years, we are desirous of giving the great-
est publicity to their doings, and have
therefore set apart iderable space to
reporting the proceedings of the Wood-
stock Convention.

abl

H

Tuar it is possible for young people to
spend a pleasant evening together without
dancing, was illustrated at the Annual
Conversazione of Whitby Ladies’ College,
held on the 17th ult. Several hundred
oung ladies and gentlemen had a most
delightful time, under the fatherly eye of
the Principal, Rev. Dr. Hare, Some
good music was provided, and a number
of promenades promoted sociability and
prevented the formation of cliques. The
gathering broke up at a seemly hour, and

everybody went home well pleased.

Mgis. Parker, the wife of the great
l_}r:scher, Rev. Joseph Parker, is dead.

e following words were attached to
her will: *1 particularly request and
direct that at my death those who love
me will put on no sign whatever of
mourning, but they will think of me as
promoted to a higher school, where 1
shall meet my Lord, and know even as 1
am known.” A few examples like this
will help to banish from our midst the
heathen custom of putting on crape as a
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t of the
certainly never at the close.

K

A very interesting meeting of the
official members of all the Toronto Meth-
odist churches was held in the Metropo-
litan Church on the 14th ult., when “The
Needs of Toronto Methodism ” was the
subject for discussion. What was said
was just applicable to the Methodism of
London, Hamilton, or New York ; and
while many good things were uttered, the
peculiar needs of Zoronto Methodism
were not dealt with at all. For instance,
the church debts were not even men-
tioned, although there is nothing that so
hinders spiritual progress as the attention
that must necessarily be given to the
finances, because of the heavy financial
burdens that our churches are carrying.
One of the greatest needs of Toronto
Methodism, as of some other places, is a
determined, combined, and sustained as-
sault upon the church debts.

ing session,

Prominent People.

Pror. Roextaen, discoverer of the X-rays,
has been ealled to the chair of physics at the
University of Leipsic from the University of
Wurzburg.

Rev. Dir. Gussavrus, pastor of Plymouth
Church, Chieago, has been invited to suc-
ceed Rev. Dr. Hillis, as pastor of Central
Church, Chicago.

Rev. Dr. Doxawp, of the Trinity Church,
Boston, the successor of the late Phillipn
Brooks, is doing notable work. It is said
that there are 500 more ctommunicants in the
church to-day than under Phillips Brooks.

Ir is related of Dr. Joseph Parker that
on being asked if he had a fad, he replied,
“Yes." “What is it?” ** Preaching.”
“But that is your business. Haven't you
any amusements /" ** Yes — preaching.”
“But what if you were allowed to select
your highest pleasure ?” *‘Preach.”

Presioext MoKisiev's wedding present
to Mrs. Henry Harrington Scott, née Samp-
son, was the original of her father's now

let d tel ing the destruc-

sign of sorrow for d 3
When a saint of God has gone home to
eternal reward it is out of place to don
the garments of woe.

Ld

Waat a struggle it is oftentimes to
get a convention closed | The last speaker
has, perhaps, had a good time, and made
a serious impression. When he takes
his seat an effort is at once made to
destroy the influence of the address as
far as possible. One good brother takes
the opportunity to move a vote of thanks
to the good people of , who have
80 hospitably entertained the convention.
Of course he has to make quite a speech,
and the seconder also indulges his pro-
nsity to talk. The same thing has to
E: done for the speakers, the choir, the
retiring officers, ete., ete., until the tem-
ture of the service has been cooled
down several degrees below zero. We
were at a convention not long ago where
nearly half an hour was taken up in this
way. At last the long-suffering chair-
man exclaimed : * Now, if everybody has
been thanked, we will close.” The time
has come to do away with formal votes
of thanks at our conventions, but if we
must have them, let the infliction come
during the afternoon session or at the

tion of Cervera’s floet. ** All of the guests,”
says one account, ** were loud in their praise
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Literary Lines.
“ Brack Beavty " has had a circulation of
two million copies in America, and a hundred
thousand in England.

Ax edition of a Brussels paper has just
been printed without type. It was type-
written, photographed, and the plates were
etehed in zine witL acid,

Tue Frederick A. Stokes Company of New
York have taken the American market for
*Trevelyan's Little Daughters,” the charm-
in{l story by Mrs. Sheard, of Toronto, pub-
lished recently by our Book Room.

Mark Twais is credited by a recent anec-
dote with hunting until dinner-time for the
precise word he needed to shade out his
meaning. Yet some people who envy his
success would think it too much trouble to
get out of their chairs to consult the dic-
tionary.

“Lasor and the Angel”
new volume of poems, by Duncan Campbell
Scott, A eritie, in the Boston Transcript,
says : **There is abundant proof in the poetry
of the Dominion that our neighbors over the
line of lakes and rivers are rapidly outstrip-
ping us in the production of verse. And in
making this admission, we have in view
rather the quality, than the quantity, of the
work."”

Ruoyvarp KirriNe has contracted to write
niﬁht magazine stories next year, for each of
which he will receive 1,200 for the English
serinl rights alone. Adding to this the pay-
ments from America and the Colonies, he
will get about $2,600 each, or $20,000. Then
there are the book royalties, estimated at
£20,000 more; so that for each not long
story the author will receive about $5,000.
Who wouldn't be an author like that—if he
could ?

Tk Sunday School Times, of Philadelphia,
N.Y., in its issue of February 4th, 1899,
makes the following appreciative reference
to Rev. Dr. Ross’ ﬁon , **The First Hun-
dred Years of Modern Missions™ : ** Prob-
ably no book can be mentioned which gives
as much accurate and detailed information
at a low price as one can find in the * First
Hundred Years of Modern Missions,” which
has appeared after five years in the second
and enlarged edition. It is by Rev. Dr. J.
S. Ross, and is more than ever worth own-
ing in its latest form."”

Joux D. Barny, of New York, in the
‘l:iltmry lf:u-ld, refers thus interestingly to

is the title of a

of Mr. McKinley for his delicacy in thinki
of such a gift for the daughter of the victor.”

Dr. Newman Hawr, who is 82 years of
lﬁ, says he has not followed rules, but has
abstained from food which experience has
gmved injurious. His parents were 85 and

, respectively, at the time of their death.

@ has been a total abstainer for 62 years,
but he humorously adds : *‘ T began to smoke
at the of 8 years, and left off the same
day, and have ney »r resumed it.”

Oxe-THIRD of tl» members of the Cana-
dian Senate are mo. » than 70 years of age ;
five are more than 8. ; and the senior of the
House is 96, This iv David Wark, who was
born in Londonderry, Ireland, and went to
New Brunswick in 1825. When the federa-
tion of British North America was formed,
thirty-two X«nn ago, he was called to the
Senate, and has sat there ever since as a
Liberal member.

Mgis., Mary A. Livermore recently cele-
brated her 78th binhdly. at her home in
Melrose, Mass. She is in good health, and
made an address Sunday afternoon at the
W. C. T. U, meeting in Tremont T::Aﬂ 3
A contemporary says she ‘‘is broader,
brighter, more hopeful than ever.” In
uhge;hng of her long and varied experience,

rs. Livermore says: *‘I have only done
things as they came along because 1 ht
it was right to do them."

It : **8ince Colonel Theo-
dore Roosevelt was elected to the governor-
ship of New York, I have been looking over
his litenr{) work, and have been astonished
not only its vigor, but by its extent and
variety. Here is a man only forty years of
age, who has already had a political career of
phenomenal activity, who hes been identified
with many of the test public movements
of his time, and who, nevertheless, has writ-
ten several bulky volumes. The secret of
Mr. Roosevelt’s achievement, I hear, lies in
the extent of his interests, in his wonderful
power of concentration.”

Oxe of the most successful and popular
educational movements of recent years has
been the institution of travelling libraries.
The library has been proved a success in
several States, no‘il:b“l.{ in New York and in
Wisconsin. The method employed to
get one of these libraries in any lement
in New York State is for a certain number
of persons living in a district to sign a peti-
tion asking for a library, appoint some one
of their number as librarian, and desi
him to receive the box, and send this appli-
cation to the Library Department of the
State. The box soon arrives, and is set up
in the house or store of the chosen custodian,
or sometimes in the school-house. With it
come cards for borrowing the books, full
instructions how to manage them, and cata-
logues for the choosing of others.
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From Over the Sea.

i Congregationalists in England have
4,649 churches, with 3,122 ministers and
377,339 members.  The Baptists have 2,697
churches with 355,218 members. Method-
ists have 881,637 members, while the ad-
herents number 3,526,548,

Tue Twentieth Century Fund in England
is arousing wonderful enthusiasm. The aim
is to go not merely to the wealthy fe
to the whole of the people. At the South
London meeting, an errand hoy got up and
promised a guinea for each boy in his class.

Tur Evangelical Free Churches of England
and Wales have ed upon a catechism
which has recently been published. The
different denominations are surprised at the
number of great traths upon which they
can agree.  One of the papers says :

**When one recalls the ecclesiastical dis-
putes and the fierce and embittered theolog-
ical controversies of past centuries, the
publication of this Catechism is an outward
and visible sign of a great and reconciling
change."”

Tue Methodist Times says that **the
Wesley Guild has won the sympathies of the
very young people we wished to reach, those

side the Church, worshipping in crowds
in our chapel galleries, and now, under the
influence of the Guild, drawing nearer and
nearer to the Church itself, ft is scarcely
necessary to add that this has been done
without in any degree lowering the ideal of
spirituality. It has lifted it, and has given
our young men and women an opportunity
of wiuninq souls such as they never before
possessed.”

The Times goes on to say
has resulted at home in the revival of an
enthusiastic interest in Methodist history
and institutions.  All over the world there
is stirring a warm love for our own Church
such as no other society could awaken ; and
believing as we do that a vigorous and healthy
church loyalty is the very best basis for
broader sympathies, we regard this feature
as of happiest omen.”

““the Guild

Across the Line.

THERE are QT.TIT,B'.!H church members
in the United States. Of these 5,808,000 are
Methodists.

SECRETARY Du Bose, of the Southern
Epworth League, claims 280,000 members
for that organization,

Tae M. E. Church has 3,730 Sunday
Schools in foreign lands, with 9,317 officers
and teachers, and 163,899 scholars.

Tue Ninth International Convention of
the Baptist Young People's Union will be
held at' Richmond, Va., uly 13-16, 1899,

Tue Epworth Leagues of Detroit have
pledged themselves to do their utmost to
assist in making the International Chris-
tian Endeavor Convention next July a sue-
COSK,

Tue p for the I i
Epworth League Convention at Indianapolis
is progressing, and will be published before
un% Rev. Dr. Scheli has given up his trip
to the Holy Land in order to look after the
coming Assembly, which he predicts will be
@ great one.

Christian Endeavor Doings.
Tue Christian Endeavor World, of Boston,

has removed from Washi
commodious quarters in
Temple,

Tre Detroit Convention Committee of
1899 has ed headquarters in the Ma-
Jestic Building, Detroit, and the committee-
men are already hard at work.

n Street to more
e stately Tremont

Mg. Moopy writes from Arizona that he
is delighted to find Christian Endeavor so
active in prison work in Santa F M., as
well as in other prisons he has visited in the
past few months.

Tuere are, accorling to the Irish En-
dearorer, three Christian Endeavor societies
among the redeoats in Ireland. The strong
est of these is at Camp Curragh, in the Wes-
leyan Soldiers' Home.

Tk Christian Endeavorers are reading the
Bible through systematically during the
ince the plan was proposed at the
of the year, about one thousand

each week have adopted the plan.

Presiext McKisiey sent the following
message to Rev. Dr. Clark, on the 18th
birthday of Christian Endeavor: ** You
have my hearty congratulations and best
wishes for the great organization over which
you preside.”

Tue St. Paul Christian Endeavor Union is
now planning to have an interchange of
leaders throughout the city on a Sunday
evening in the near future. It is hoped that
the prayer-meeting in each society will be
led by a delegate from another society, B,
this means friendly rivalry as to which
society will send the best leader and have
the best prayer-meeting will be stimulated.

Science Notes,

AN inch of rain means 100 tons of water
on every acre.

A wWrITER in the Popular Science Monthly
thinks that planting trees on streets will do
much to temper summer heat.

AUSTRALIA is noted for its genial climate,
but scientists say that at one time ice fields
and glaciers existed there, and that aval-
anches thundered down from the mountains
into the valleys and plains.

Tk latest use for electricity is the lighting
up of the Pyramids. 1t is proposed to gen-
erate the power at the Assouan Falls on the
Nile, and transmit it a distance of 100 miles,
through the cotton growing districts, where,
it is believed, the cheap power will permit
the building of cotton factories.

A procEss has been discovered by which
sails of vessels of all kinds can be made out
of paper pulp, and it is claimed that they
serve quite as well as canvas and are very
much cheaper. They cwell and flap in the
wind like the genuine old-fashioned article,
and are supposed to be untearable.

“It is computed that when at rest we
consume 500 cubic inches of air a minute,”
says the Medical Record. **If we walk at
the rate of one wile an hour we use 800 ; two
miles 1,000 ; three miles, 1,600 ; four miles,
2,300. If we start out and run six miles an
hour we consume 3,000 cubic inches of air
during every minute of the time.”

** Dentists in Germany,” says the Medical
Record, ** are using false teoth made of paper
instead of y in or mineral positi
These paper teeth are said to be very satis-
fuctory, as they do not break or chip, are not
sensitive to heat or cold, and are not sus-
ceptible to the moisture of the mouth, and
from their peculiar composition are very
cheap,”

Ax old Newcomen steam engine at North
Ashton, near Bristol, England, as described
. W. H. Pearson in the British Associ-
ation, is still doing practical work after an
active career of nearly one hundred and fifty
years, it having been erected in 1760 at a
ooty e A s B Ry X RS
in working engine
post since he was a lad, and his father and
grandfather occupied the same position.
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Temperance Items,

Dr. Epwarn Evererr Havk says that his
Church alone could care for all the depen-
dents in Boston not made so by drink.

Lown Durreriy recently stated in a pub
lic address that excessive drinking and the
use of stimulants to make toil easier had
become the greatest curse of the age.

AccorvinG to The Liquor Trades Review,
the annual consumption of beer in New
York City would give to each man, woman
and child in the city, 1,240 glasses of beer
every year, or three every day, five on Sun-
day, and five extra on each of the eight
national holidays.

ACCURATE investigations show that beer
and wine drinkers generally consume more
alecohol per man than spirit-drinkers ; and
while they are not as often intoxicated, they
suffer fully as much from diseases and prema-
ture death as do those who use distilled
spirits, — M. L. Holbrook, M.D.

Promieirion is claimed to be a success in
Fiji, for the rum made there in the sugar
factories has to be sent elsewhere, and any-
body giving intoxicating liquor to a native is
fined $250 and shut up for three months.
That is restrictive certainly, but hardly pro-
hibitive, so long as rum’ is allowed to be

made,

Ix striking contrast with the canteen of
the United States army camps, is the new
““marquee” provided by the British Govern-
ment for its soldiers in the maneuvring
district. Here hot coffee and all kinds of
refreshments will be offered for sale at pop-
ular prices. It is to be known as the tem.
‘mmnca tent, and facilities will be furnished
or writing letters and for reading. Every
effort will be made to make these places as
attractive as possible.

What They Say.

Mg. WarriNag Kesseny, Toronto: [
believe that the Era will rank high among
our church papers as a factor in the work

of God.”

Mr. Jases Pearrie of the Stayner Sun :
‘It is a paper that should be in the hands
of every Epworth Leaguer. It has helped
me already.”

M. Warrer H. Wiaa, Schenectady, N.Y.:
!+ Canadian Epworthians may well point to
their new paper with pride, that it represents
them so well.”

Rev. Dr. Winutamsox, Mount Forest :

** 1 am more than pleased with the Erworri

iRA. Tt is a God-send to our young people,

I wonder how it can be published at so small
a cost,”

Mg. 8. R. Parsons, Toronto: ** I wish to
congratulate you upon your signul success.
The first number was excellent, but the
second, from the attractive first page to the
end, far surpasses it,”

Pror. Amos R. WeLs, editor Christian
Endeavor World : ** Yours is one of the best
young people's papers I have ever seen, and
we wish you all kinds of succesa,”

Rev. T. W. JoLuterr, President Bay of
Quinte Conference :  **I am delighted with
the pn_Fﬁr; articles concise, crisp and clear
cut, e young people will hail it with
nntbl'fe.ctiun, and find in it just what they
need.

Rev. Dr. Savsvems, London: * Your
paper came to hand to-day like & breeze from
the spice hills. You are getting the grip—
not La Grippe which is so common—but the
grip which is not so common, the ip of the
situation, the real editor's ¥rip, £| grip of
the young people, and that means the grip
of the Church and of the future, May it
never leave you.”
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Shanly. —The corresponding secretary of
Shanly League writes: ** Our Society is
yrospering. The meetings are ch'unwwnunl

y deep spiritual interest. We number
twenty-two members, two of whom are asso-
ciate.  Have adopted the two-cents-a-week
plan of giving to missions.”

Victoria Square. — An Epworth League
of Christian Endeavor was organized at Vie-
torin Square, on January 17th. For the first
year it was thought adv isable to carry on the
work in two departments.  The correspond-
ing secretary writes that the prospects for
efhicient work are very bright, and the mem-
bers anticipate a profitable and pleasant year
of Bible study and Christian work."”

Mimico. —Rev. J. T. Caldwell, M.A.,
wastor, writes Timico League is one of
the most active of any in_the three
Districts. A club of the Exa has been sub-
seribed for, to be perused by all the families
represented in the League If all the
Leagues take similar action the 5,000 sub
seribers needed for the support of the paper
will soon be received. ~ Ten dollars has
been raised for the Forward Missionary
Movement.”

Salem, Copetown Circuit. —'
responding Secretar, of Salem I
“Our League is ‘progressing very fav

Since the Forward Evangelistic Mo )
was taken up last fall, the interest has in
crensed.  Our meetings, held on Sunday
evening, are short but good.  The consecra-
tion meetings are always good and helpful.
The members all take a special interest in
this service. We are taking u{x the Literary
Department and are also working the Mis.
sionary Department.”

Paisley.— The Methodist Sunday School
held their annual entertainment in the town
hall on Monday evening. A lm»gmmmo of
music by the scholars was rendered. Santa
Claus was present and a tree unloaded of
gifts for the children. At the conclusion of
the programme a beautiful easy chair was

1 to the superintendent, Mr. H. B.
Putnam, who for eighteen years has had con-
trol of the school. The chair was donated
by the parents of the pupils. Mr. Burrows
read an address in presenting it, to which
Mr. Putnam made a suitable reply.

Nile.—Evangelistic services have been
carried on at the Nile during part of January
and February. For the first week the mem-
bers of the League took charge of the meet-
ings, three persons officiating at each service,
As a result of these meetings our member-
ship has been quickened and strengthened,
though not increased. Some of the associate
members are about to take the active mem-

On account of the revival

League p has been

but we are now in a better

than before. We take as
On.”

disarranged
position for
our motto, *

Winnipeg, Grace Church.—Mr. W.
H. Parr, of Winnipeg, writes as follows :
“A new feature of Grace Church (Winnipeg)
Reading Circle is the establishment of a
monthly paper entitled The Blizzard, an ap-

ropriate Manitoba title.  An editorial staff
KM been appointed and contributions of a
varied ch are solicited from

partment which are held monthly. The read-
ing in the first issue was commended in
favorable terms, and by proper management
can be made the means of fostering literary
tastes, and leading out into new avenues of
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Dungannon. — Interest in Sunday School
work is not diminishing in this neighbor-
hood. This was clearly shown by the large
attendance at the convention held at Dun-
gannon on Feb. 2nd, 1899. It was the
ieth annual convention of the Nile and

literary log e sug; wo-

mmes in THE Exa have been helpful in
iversifying and givin¥ added value to the
meetings of the Circle.”

Ki n, Queen Street. —The Young
People’s Society of the Queen Street Meth-
odist Church has taken upon itself a new
Jease of life, under the direction and inspira
tion of the Rev. Mr. Elliott. In the first
place the society has adopted a new name,
the Epworth League of Christian Endeavor,
and in that way secured representation on
the ofticial board of the Church. the
society decided to open a reading circle, and
some forty of its members and friends are
now reading the literature of the Epworth
League, literary evenings being arranged for

amonth, At these meetings the fea-
tures of the books will be made the topics
for debates or essays. The Intermediate
Endeavorers—some forty-two of them—grad-
uated into the Senior Society, and the recep-
tion service was one of the most impressive
that has been held. The consecration of so

i \

Dungannon  circuits. The addresses were
interesting and instructive, and the discus-
sions animated and profitable.  The follow-
ing are the subjects that were discussed :
“*ho Sabbath “School Worker and His
Bible,” *‘The Character of the Teacher,”
*The Duties and Privileges of a Sunday
School  Superintendent,”  **Sowing and
Reaping in Sunday School Work,” ** Duties
and Privileges of a Sunday School Teacher,"”
** Punctuality,” ** Our Big Boys and Girls,"
“The Relation that should Exist Between
the Sunday School and Epworth League.”
“Bible Lesson and Helps—Their Benefit to
the Teacher,” * Zeal and Knowledge—Two
Essential Elements of Success in Christian
Work.” A Bible-class was taught, reports
of the various Sunday Schools on the two
circuits were given, and there was an ad-
dress to the children on * The Bible,”

London, Wellington Street.—A cor-
respondent writes : ** We have a very inter-
esting Epworth League of about seventy

h

many active and had a
most elevating effeet.  On the whole the
Queen Street Society is in a st hopeful
mood, and promises to be wost useful in the
Church and its work, —Cor. Sec.

Montreal, Douglas Church.Mr, A,
Mossman writes 1 ** The Literary and Social
Committees had charge of the regular meet-
ing of the Society, and with a view to
creating & wider interest among the members
of the Church in the workings of our Society,
we introduced the regular pr of our

All our committees are in good
order and doing good work, The League as
a whole is taking an active part in assisting
the pastor by caring for the sick and the
poor.  They are faithfully endeavoring to do
their part in raising money for the support
of the missionary selected by the London
District. We have a very interesting Read-
ing Cirele, and great delight has been taken
in the study of the Reading Course. We
have a growing Sabbath School ; there are
upwards of 500 names on the roll, and we
have an attendance of from 430 to 450. The

Reading Circle as the literary feature of the
evening. Seats were arranged in the centre
of the Sunday School room in an oval form

- the use of the members of the Reading
Circle. Seats for the audience were placed
in circles around the oval, and tables dis-
tributed throughout the room for use when
refreshments were being served.  Excellent
intimations of this meeting were given hy
our pastor, Rev. Mr. Emsley, which re-
sulted in a very fair attendance of church
members, as well as members of the League.
So far as I can learn those present were very
greatly interested in the proceedings of the
Circle, and 1 am satistied that the members
who took part in the proceedings of the
evening will be very greatly benefited by the
extra effort which was put forth to make the
undertaking a success,

Sackville, N.B.—Mrs. Andrews, of Sack-
ville, N. B., writes: ** You will be glad to know
that our Reading Cirele here numbers about
twenty-five, and the meetings are held once
in two weeks under the leadership of Mrs.
Borden, wife of the Rev. Dr. Borden, Prin-
cipal of the Ladies' College. Mrs, Borden
is a born leader, and every evening has been
interesting. For example, the evening the
Circle met with us the

attend: would be larger if we had more
and better accommodation. It greatly per-
plexes the superintendent (Mr. Wm. Jeffery)
to find places for the classes. The general
outlook of the church as a whole is very en-

i tongregations are growing, col-
lections increasing. About forty members
have been received into the Church since
Cenference. The Trustee Board are consid-
ering large improvements on the interior of
the church.”

Orillia.—The prayer-meeting in the Oril-
lin Methodist Church recently was turned
into a sort of Junior Lenﬂle recognition ser-
vice, The meeting was largely attended by
parents and other adults, as well as by many
members of the Junior League of Christian
Endeavor. The Rev. R. N. Burns, B.A,,
pastor, read as a lesson the portion of Serip-
ture allotted for study on the League pro-
gramme for t dn{) Several earnest
rnyern were offered by adults for God's
plessing on the work of the League. Four
adults were hngti.wd and received into the
Church. Mr. Burns gave a brief, interesti
address on an electric light carbon, whicl
caught the attention of young and old. In
the absence of Miss Venner, the Superin-
Wn(!ent. Miss Cameron, one of the assistants,

prog: was a8

Devotional exercises led by

3 2. Interesting résumé of two

chapters in ** Makers of Methodism,” with
a . by Mesd s

Humy an
McCord, both daughters of old historic
Methodist families in this part of the

I d the work of the League, asking for
the co-operation of the parents and friends.
She read the list of those successful in win-
ning the red badge for good attendance dur-
ing the first quarter, and thirty were duly
decorated with their he Juniors
i e chorus.  After the

country. 3. Paper supy ing the chap-
ter on a ** Drop of Water,” hy Miss Ramsay,
daughter of one of our ministers and a
teacher in our public school. The paper was
well written and illustrated by experiments
showing freezing and boiling (in a flask) of
water, condensing of steam. The crystalline
structure was illustrated by fine colored dia-
grams rrep_ued by Miss Ramsay, by speci-
mens of native (ﬁyﬂhl‘!. including a handsome

hyst from Mount Blomidon. The even-

of the circle, By arrangement, the paper is
to be read at the meetings of the Social De-

ing chfged with a social half hour over a cup

of tea.

ts remained seated, and
the Junior Leaguers marched out in military
style to the tune of *‘Onward, Christian
Soldiers.” The whole service was most
unique and inspiring. —Orillia Packet.

Tue news items on this 'lmge will give

corresponding secretaries an idea of what we
want in the way of reports from Leagues.
In sending news from your League do not
write mbre at any -one time than will fill
about a quarter of a column.
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Just a Line or Two.

Rev. Dr. CArmaN has gone to California
to attend an kpworth League Assembly.

WoonviLLe League has given $15.00 to
parsonage debt, and $20.00 to pastor'’s
salary.

Tue League at Bradford has a missionary
study class of ten members, under the en-
thusiastic leadership of Miss Brown.

Warex the Cannington Church was built
the League assumed $120.00 of the debt.
The last dollar was paid a short time ago.

Rev. Jas. Evuorr, BA., of Kingston, is
offering prizes for the best essays on
** Makers of Methodism ” to the members of
the Reading Circle.

Rev.
writes :
Church
to be

Srernexy  Kvorr, of Woodham,

‘1 am in special services in Zion

nd find the members of the League
helpful in the work.”

Tre General Secretary had large audi-
ences at Georgetown, Sunday and Monday,
Feb. 12 and 13, notwithstanding severe
weath On Monday evening twelve sub-
seriptions were given for this paper.

Last year there were four members of the
Reading Circle at Lansdowne. This year
the Circle has grown to fourteen, using
eight sets of books. meetings under
the direction of the pastor are very inter-
esting.

For raising money to assist in Cl
enterprises the League of Colborne
Church, London, takes the lead.
it gathered over 8300, and most of it was
earned by hard work upon the part of the
members.

Dr. Borrox, of Port Simpson, B.C., in
forms us that a new League has been formed
among the English-speaking young people of
that place.  Twenty-five members have
been enrolled, of whom eighteen have taken
the active member's pledge.

A mass meeting of the Leaguers in Hali-
fax, N.S., was held recently, when Rev.
Dr. T. G. Williams made an appeal on be-
half of St. James Church, Montreal. A
collection of $109.25 was taken up to help
relieve the church.  Good for Halifax young
people !

Church News in a Nutshell.

Tue new church at Chesley is » beauty.
Rev. Mr. Dobson deserves great credit for
this successful enterprise,

Rev. H. IrviNe has concluded a six weoeks’
series of special services in Grace Church,
8t. Thomas, with good results,

Tue treasurer of Wesley Church, Hamil-
ton, recently paid $500 on the local debt
from the regular income of the church.

Rev. G. W. HENDERSON, of St. Mary's, in
sending his subscription for the Era. informs
us that they have had a glorious season of
revival,

CeNtrRAL MeTHODIST CHURCH, Stratford,
undertook to vut 500 upon the plates on
Sunday, February 19th, and su led to the
tune of #650,

Ty Methodist Church at Clifford has di-
vided its debt of 1,200 into three 8, and
proposes to annihilate one of them each
year. The first instalment of $450 was
wiped out a few days ago.

Tue Woman's Missionary Societies of the
Millgrove Circuit raised last year $146,
which, her with a bale of clothing sent
nw:;g, brings their total contribution up to
8185. This places Millgrove Circuit in
fourth place on the Hamilton District.
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Messrs. Crossuey axo Huster are meet-
ing with their usual success in St. J
Newfoundland. Great crowds throng Gower
Street Church nightly.

Ovrsipe the Parliament Street Church,
‘oronto, at the present time, there is a
placard ing that “E listic ser-
vices are being carried on by the Pastor,
assisted by League, Sunday School, and
other workers of the church.” This is as it
should be.

District Conventions.

Cannington District.—The Canning-
ton District Epworth [xn}(uu('nn\'lzmiun wis
held in Little Britain on January 26th, 1899,
The question of Missions was the absorbing
topic. Rev. R. Emberson was present in the
interest of the Young People’s Forward Mis-
sionary Movement. The following papers and
addresses were given by our district workers :
*The Mission of the Epworth League,” by
Rev. G. E. Ross, Dalrymple ; * Christ our
Model,” by Miss E. Brentnell, Bexley ;
* Medieal Missions,” by Miss  Hambly,
Manilla ; ** Forward Movement for Missions,
by Rev B. Tucker, Manilla ; ** Jur
League Work," by Miss Philp, Canning
“Our Motto for 1899, Working for §
by Miss Caverly, Victoria Road
to our Pledge, and Its Demands
L. 8. Phelps, Oakwood.  These papers and
discussions were helpful and encouraging.

ev. J. R. Butler presented the report of
the Business Committee. The Erwortn
ERa received a ¢ olution of appre-
ciation and pledge of su The Conven-
tion decided to ask the General Board of
Missions to consider the advisability of
appointing Rev, R. Emberson a
to the foreign field as the rept
Cannington District, with the expectation of
contributing at least half of his support. The
next Convention will be held in Woodville.
The follo

ear : Hon, .

rosident, Rev. W. G. Clarke ; 1st
President, William Suggitt, Valentia ; 2nd
Vice-President, Mrs. Buckley, Atherley ;

President, Miss V. Coone, Manilla ;

e-President, Miss K. Caverly, Vic-

toria Road ; 5th Vice-President, Miss Kelly,

Beavertor Secretary, Anderson,

Woodville ; Treasurer, Miss Philp, Can-
nington, Ont.

Owen Sound District. —The Annual
Convention of the Owen Sound District
Epworth Leagues was held in the Methodist
Church, Dundalk, on February the 7th.
The weather was all that eould be desired,
and the C ion was a most ful

L)

This closed the afternoon session. The
evening session was opened with a song ser-
vice. A paper on * Our Pledge,” given by
Miss Brown, of Collingwood, was exceed-
ingly instructive. This was followed by an
essay on ‘* Christian Citizenship,” by Rev.
Mr. Emory, of Shelburne. T[w crowning
feature of the Convention was the address
by Rev. Elliott 8. Rowe, of Toronto. Those
who listened to Mr. Rowe will not soon
forget his words of instruction.  The follow-
ing officers were elected : Honorary Presi-
dent, Rev. A. Brown, Owen Sound’; Presi-
dent, Mr. J. R. Meclntyre, Dundalk ; 1st
Vice-President, Mrs. . A. Armstrong,
Flesherton ; 2nd Vice-President, Miss Muir,
Markdale ; 3rd Viee-President, Mr. H. R.
Frost, Owen Sound; 4th Vice-President,
Mrs. J. H. Rutherford, Owen Sound ; bth
Vice-President, Mr. Neelands, Massie ; Sec-
retary, Miss Nellie Armstrong, Markdale ;
Treasurer, Miss Rutherford, Owen Sound ;
Conference  Representative, Rev. 1. G.
Bowles, B.A., B.D., Owen Sound.

Tamworth District.—The Leaguers
of Tamworth District, Bay of Quinte Con
fere have assembled in convention st
Mountain Grove and have returned to their
work with a f 1g that their third annual
gathering has been very successful and pro
fitable. The addresses of the first evening
were inspiring. The speakers were Rev,

G. Lewis, B.A.,, on *“The Leaguer;
Pledge " ; Rev. W. 8. Boyce,
B.A, on “The Leaguer; Loyalty to the
Chure and 8. Abbott, on *The Leaguer ;
Loyalty to the Bible.” In the addresses of

ning session, Rev. R. A. Whattam

shasized the personal practical experience
for f,w.mu- work ; Rev, D. C.

he Need of Holy Ghost Power in
Maintaining  Spiritual Vigor"; Mrs, W.
Wagar, of Centreville, ** The Importance of
Missionary Work.” Miss Aylsworth, of
Tamworth, read an excellent practical paper
on “The League in the Lidn of “In His
Steps.”” During the afternoon every mom
ent of the three and one-half hours was
occupied. A paper, by Mrs. W. 8. Boyce,
on “Causes and Remedies of Dull Meet-
ings"; an address by Rev. W.T. Wickett
on *‘Graduation from Associate to Active
Membership ' ; reports of the five depart-
ments of work ; thirteen three-minute ad-
dresses on ** Characteristics of the Epworth
Leaguer” (an acrostic designed by the
Secretary), and an interesting Junior League
meeting conducted by the Juniors, having
““The Childhood of Jesus” as their topic,
filled up the afternoon’s ll;n»gmnmw. On
the second evening Rev. J. 8. McMullen

dd. d the ion on *“ Equip
An “Open Parliament " was

l.;.ynl y to

for Service.
b daii

one. The morning session was devoted
incipally to busi H y President
Rev. A. Brown, of Owen Sound, presiding,
Afternoon session : The report of the Secre-
tary was satisfactory and showed the contri-
butions to missions to be in advance of last
year. A paper on ‘‘ Missionary Work,"
read by Mrs. J. H. Rutherford, of Owen
Sound, was followed by a warm discussion,
resulting in the following motion : ** That
the Secretary communicate with each League
in the district, with a view to ascertaining
what they would pledge themselves to give.
And further, that if sufficient funds be
uaranteed, we would proceed to organize
fnr definite work, such as supporting a mis-
sionary in the foreign field.” = Miss Board-
man, of Markdale, gave a bright and instruc-
tive paper on "ﬂmior League Work."”
Much information was gleaned from Rev.
Elliott 8. Rowe in the discussion which fol-
lowed this paper. An excellent paper was
by Mr. C. E. Armstrong, of Markdale.

His subject was, **What We Owe Our
Country ; or, Ideal Christianity.” Rev.
Elliott 8. Rowe took charge of tﬁ’e “Ques-
tion Drawer,” and answered the questions
in & most pleasing and profitable manner,

by Rev. M. W. Leigh, B.A., and
the closing address given by Rev. E. Crum-
my, B.A., B.8c., on “‘The Epworth League
and the Twentieth Century.” The closing

was supplemented by choruses by the minis-
ters and by the ministers’ wives of the Dis-
trict, solos by Mrs. Barnes and Miss Mills,
and a duet by Rev. and Mrs, D. . Day.
The officers for the year are : Honorary
President, Rev. J. G. Lewis, B.A., Tam-
worth ;

worth ; ce-President, Miss

bott, Mountain Grove ; Seeond V

dent, Mrs. W, Wagar, Centreville
Vice-President, Mrs. (Rev.) A
Cloyne ;: Fourth Vice

Mills, Arden; Fifth Vi

A. H. Rogers, Mountain Grove ; Secretary,
Rev. M. W, Leigh, B.A. (ro-elected), Cloyne ;
Treasurer, W. 8. Rowson, V

Executive  Committee —Miss

worth ; James Carscallen, Tamworth ; Rev.,
J. 8. McMullen, Enterprise; Rev. D. C.
Day, Arden ; and Rev. W, 8. Boyce, B.
Flinton. Representative to Conference
ecutive, Samuel Abbott, Mountain Grove,
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Hamilton Conference.
FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION AT WOODSTOCK.

The Annual Convention of the Hamilton
Conference League opened on the evening
of Feb. 21 in the Central Methodist Church,
Woodstock.  Notwithstanding  very un-
pleasant weather the attendance was good,
and the meeting a very interesting one.

The decorations were simple but beauti-
ful. Across the front of the organ was
placed the motto of the convendon :
S Whose I Am, and Whom 1 Serve.” Just
above it a Iarge Maltese cross occupied a
prominent place, while large British flags
were stretched on each side of the pulpit.
Streamers of red and white were festooned
around the gallery front, with small flags
and banners Knerc and there.

At the opening session the choir was out
in full force and led the congregation in an
inspiring song service. One feature of the
convention which commended itself to the
delegates was the absence of set addresses of
welcome and replies, The pastor of the

church, Rev. 8. Sellery, spoke a few words
of weleome, occupying only a minute or two,
when the programme was immediately

entered upon,

The retiring President, Mr. Bruce Wilson,
of Paris, gave the opening address. He re-
minded the convention of the motto adopted
Jast year: ** Win One for Jesus,” and ex-

sressed the hope that this had been realized
hy all.

The motto of the ‘99 Convention was then
made the subject of a few practical remarks.
The speaker emphasized the thought that we
all belong to Jesus, and are under the
strongest obligations to serve Him.

ev. K. 8. Rowe, of Toronto, gave &
stirring address on
SUPHE LEAGUER OF TO-DAY."

The following were the leading points
touched upon : (1) The Epworth Leaguer
of to-day, and every day, is a pledged man,
pled ed to stand by the truth as manifested
in the life of Christ. He himself must
know the truth if he is to be the champion
of it. His great aim is to lead others to
accept the truth. (2) He recognizes God in
human affairs ; he does not try to explain
the ways of Providence, but he believes in
God. (3) He must be timely in his work.
He tries to do the thing that is most needed
now. (4) He seeks to establish a Christian

iment as the dominating infl in
public affairs. (5) He has social sympathies,
and is interested in the great social reforms
of the day. (6) His ambition is, in every
way, to be a true man.

SCTIMELY OBSERVATIONS

was the subject of an eloquent speech by
Rev. W. F. Wilson, of Hamilton, He said
that the object of the League was not to
make statesmen, scholars or soldiers, but to
win and brighten character for Christ. The
young people of Methodism need to have a
more inw{;igum. knowledge of our history,
doctrines and polity. There is danger of
dividing our forces so that usefulness is im-
paired.  The speaker tho ht there were
too many organizations and too many con-
ventions. There should be more concentra-
tion of effort. The importance of doing
practical work at our doors was strongly
emphasized.  There were many people
wonderfully interested in foreign missions
who never thought of doing anything for
the heathen within three blocks of their own
home.

The danger of losing personality in a com-
mittee was strongly pointed out. There
were people who immediately lost all idea
of personal responsibility assoon as a matter
of mnina- or work was relegated to a com-
mittee. When asked about it they invariably
replied, *Oh, the Committee is looking
after that.” The closing thought of the
address was that we need more power. We

have glorious opportunities, splendid organ-
ization, but we need Holy Ghost power.
Heart, not brain, will conquer,

One part of the programme which is
manifestly an improvement on the **Sun-
rise Praye: ing as the half-hour de-
votional serv 0 ing at nine o'clock.
The attendance was four times as large as it
would have been had the earlier hour been
chosen, and a very profitable and inspiring
meeting was :-n]nyr(i Wednesday and Thurs-
day mornings.

%’hu first address of Wednesday morning
was given by Rev. F. E. Nugent, President
of the Conference, who spoke on

SWORK AND IT8 EQUIPMENT.”

He said that Epworth League work means
work, It is not easy, but involves self-deny-
ing effort.

n order to do efficient work the mechanic
needs tools. The blacksmith must have fire,

bellows, anvil and hammer. Of course
some degree of success can be reached by
iti h as the old-fashioned

ver

dentist used to pull teeth with a pair of
bullet moulds, and he made a good job of it,
too, judging from the howls of his patient.
To do the best work, however, we need to
have the most modern tools and the very
best equipment. Mr. Nugent mentioned
the following as valuable equipment for the
Epworth Leaguer :

(1) A knowledge of the general rules of
the Church.

(2) A general knowledge of the Articles of
Religion.

(3) An acquaintance with our methods of
Church government.

(4) Familiarity with the English Bible.

(5) Knowledge of the lives of men and
women who have made the history of the
Church.

(6) The baptism of the Holy Ghost is, of
course, the supreme and all-important ele-
ment of power.

Considerable time was given to

THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT.

Mrs. J. E. Hockey, of Waterdown, read
an interesting paper on * How we may best
Promote the Missionary Spirit among the
Juniors!”  She advised encouraging the
Juniors to gather missionary information by
cutting out scraps from papers. They should
also be taught to give from their own earn-
ings. There is much home missionar
work for Juniors to do in which they will
find great satisfaction.

In the short discussion, which followed,
Rev. R. J. Elliott, of Burlington, emphasized
the last point, and told of a sleigh ride par-
ticipated in by his Junior Society, when
thirty homes were visited and cheered. He
thought that the sleigh ride itself was the
least enjoyable feature of the afternoon.

A paper by Miss Hope on ‘‘The Inter-
mediate League” was read by Miss Bowes,
of H Tt ad A the Orgaiienth
of another society for the boys and girls who
were too old to work with the Juniors, and
not yet old enough to join the Senior
Society.

In the discussion, the general feeling
seemed to be that the end desired might be
reached by dividing the Junior Society into
two sections, meeting separately. The same
constitution, with slight modifications, would
answer for both,

Mrs. T. J. Parr, of Merritton, gave a
thoughtful -n:lm’mctiul paper on ““The
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3) A literary programme given once a
month could be made interesting and profit-
able

Some of the following topies could be
taken up: **The Wesley #ﬂmil)\" “Study of
Our Hymns,"” **Great Men of Our Day,” A
Trip through Palestine.”

By training the Juniors we are preparin,
them to take an honorable place in the wnrlﬁ
and the Church.

At the close of the Junior Department
Review, the General Secretary conducted a
** Round Table Conference,” and presented the
interests of the new League paper. A num-
ber of questions were asked and answered.
He lated the Hamil Confy
upon their splendid organization, and the
success that had attended their conventions.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS

were then called for. Mrs. Lucy Smith,
Vice-President of the Missionary Depart-
ment for the Conference, gave a unique and
beautiful statement of the year's work, in
which she likened the givings of the year to
abouquet of flowers. She said that a bouquet
costing 8156 would be a very attractive one,
but the Hamil Conference missi 'y
bouquet was worth $2,308.90.  The contribu-
tions of the different districts were likened
to different flowers. The whole floral offer-
ing was to be laid at the feet of Him who is
said to be the Lily of the Valley, and the
Rose of Sharon.

Rev. T. J. Parr, B.A., 3rd Vice Presi-
dent, reported for the Literary Department
that he could see signs of development and
improvement in the literary work of the
societies. He recommended three lines of
action :

(1) A Reading Circle in every League.

(2) The general and wide circulation of
the Canapiany Epwortn Era.

(3) Systematic Bible study.

The Social Department received full at-
tention at the Wednesday afternoon session.

Rev. W, B. Caswell, B.A., of Woodstock,
read a stimulating paper on

“80C1IAL TO vPLIFT.”

Here are some of the good things pre-
sented :

There should be in our Leagues no ** big
1, and little You " people, They always act
as refrig AT d The
skilled angler will say ** Keep as far back as
possible,” so self should be kept out of sight.

here should be no dress parades in League
meetings. There should be no putting on of
costly apparel when we know that by doing
s0 our humbler brother is made to feel his
position.

In order to uplift socially we must gain
strength. A weak Christian cannot do much
to help ns in any way. The mightiest thing
the world is love, or utren!fth of heart,

There is no way in which a more powerful
influence can be exerted to uplift socially
:hl\ll by the consecrated use of the Christian
home,

“SOCIAL TO EXTERTAIN "
was dealt with by Miss Cornish, of Niagara,
and many practical suggestions were l;?v-an.
The lollnw‘;rm some of the social plans
recommended :
(1) Have an exchange of visits with neigh-

horing 08,

(2) Give the old folks a rousing reception
oncea year, Sometimes invite the members
of the Ofticial Board and their wives.

(3) It is a good idea to make socials as

ble as ible, have them in con-

Junior League and the Literary Depar .
She advoeated the following :
(1) Systematic Bible study and in simple
form, a kind of normal course.
The Juniors should be encou: to study
Bible characters, Bible animals, Bible flowers,
the homes and haunts of Jesus, answers to
pn;-r. ete.
(2) There should be a Junior League
i Course, consisting of such books as

W - Ay

m:
of David,” ** Black Beauty,” ete.

formity with the various holidays. In Janu-
ary, have a New Year's social ; in February,
Y nl_cnﬁmtplny ; in March, a St. Patrick's
evi ; at Easter, an egg social, etc.
(-‘l)“%uﬁngthe summer months the most
nmn&'on;njl & social is a lawn party.

n a ve ter-
tainment would be a "ro,or.nmmnl"‘.?'“ o
md)o'{r{hu.: evening t.h:IM. the Indians and

eir past, ir present and their
future, their habits and customs. =
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(7) A delightful evening can be spent
under the general title of ** The Bells
Rev. J. T. Atkins gave a fine paper on

‘SOCIAL TO SAVE

Social to save! Yes, anything to save.
We should be ready to be ** all things to all
men.”

To be effective our sociality must' not be
of that mechanical and insincere kind that
comes from the consciousness of being on a
committee, but rather springing from the
love of God, and a real desire to help and
bless our fellow-men,

To be effective our sociality should be
constant ; not like Jonah's gourd, but like
a cedar of Lebanon, perennially lovely, and
manifesting itself in acts of kindness and
deeds of love

The sociality that saves
walls of caste, tries to reach the masses,
to publicans and sinners, and makes no dis-
tinction between classes in the community.
It seeks out the unfortunate, and to
them with tenderness in its manner, compas
sion in its heart, pity in its eyes.

“ollowing these three papers there was an
mission of ten minutes for social con
., which was thoroughly enjoyed

leaps over the

THE FORWARD EVANGELISTIC MOVEM

then received attention, Rev. G, W. Kerby
reporting for the various districts, He said
that it was very difficult to give satisfactory
returns inasmuch as many secretaries had
made no report.  As far as he had been able
to discover, 100 societies throughout the
Conference had taken up the movement ;
5,000 persons had read the gospel of John,
and 200 souls had been converted.

The general results, as embodied in the
reports from districts were as follows

1. The conversion of souls,

2. Reclaiming backsliders.

3. Associate members led to take active
members’ pledge.

4. Deepening of spiritual life

5. Increase of missionary zeal,

6. Closer study of the word of God.

Rev. W, E. Pescott, of Simcoe, said that
four hundred persons in his congregation
had read the Gospel of John together, and
the study had proved to be one of the most
stimulating things he had ever known.

Others expressed the opinion that no
statistical statements could possibly tabulate
the results of the movement. The record
ing angel only knew how many souls had
been blessed and saved.

Rev. T. A. Moore, Vice-President of the
Junior Department, gave his annual report.
It was the old story of incomplete returns
on account of failure on the part of superin-
tendents to answer communications, He
thought that it was a serious mistake to
appoint as bHth Vice-President one who
was not interested in Junior work.

The Treasurer's report, read by Mr. F. 8.
Green, showed that the receipts during the
year had been $62.65, leaving a balar
after expenses had been paid, of $16,37. The
secretary, Mr. F. W, Hollinrake, was in
troduced as one who had done more than
any other man to make the convention a
success. On account of incomplete returns
he was unable to bring his figures up to
date, but was forced to fall back upon the
report of last conference, which has already
been published.

At the Wednesday evening meeting the
spacious church was crowded, with some
extra chairs in the aisles.

Rev. 8. T. Bartlett, of Madoc, was on
the programme for an address on * Child
Culture,” but he was unavoidably absent.
His place, however, was taken by Rev. T.
Albert Moore, of Hamilton, who delivered a

ractical address on *“The Workof the Junior
ranch of the League,” and for which work
Mr. Moore has more than ordinary love.
The speaker dwelt on the important place
occupied by the children. The best build-
ings were being built for the children ; news-

papers and books were being turned out for
them, and in this closing quarter of the
nineteenth century the eye of the world was
turned towards the child life with its future
The Church also had realized that she must
take greater interest in the young. The
Junior League, he said, had become an
important factor in the education of th
child, teaching not the doctrines of th
Church, but training them in the methods
Christian work

Mr. W. H. Moss, of Dundas, took up n
subject that is not often handled at a con-
vention

HSOMETHING WRONG, AND HOW TO
RiGHT 1T."

Mr. Moss dealt with some of the social
questions that are engaging so much atten
tion to-day. The following is a summary of
his interesting and thought-stimulating ad
dress “In the centres of our civilization
to-day there is want and suffering enough to
make sick at heart whoever does not close
his eyes and steel his nerves
of the people maintained by charity, or
rge urse to it.  To multi
2 i8 & burden bereft of noble thought
or ; they have to work hard for
'y muneration, with neither leisure
for social enjoyment, spiritual development
or mental improvement, and saddest of all,
many willing and able to work ean find no
employment lded to this is the tendency
in these latter days to concentration and
combination. The joint stock company ab
sorbs the private firm, to be swallowed up
inturn by some gigantic trust. We have oil
trusts, sugar trusts, and whiskey trusts, and
there will soon be nothing left for us but
trust in God, which fortunately they cannot
deprive us of. 7
wrong

Large masses

here must be  something
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Another thing which demands attention
is the present attitude of workingmen to
Christianity.  Why is it that those who feel
the burdens of this life most are turning
everywhere for relief, except to the great
Burden Bearer! They say that the Church
takes but little interest in their daily life,
and makes but slight efforts to improve their
material condition.  True or false, the con
viction exists am many that the Church
of to-day has no interest in the struggles
and aspirations of workingmen as a class. It
18 not true, of course, that Christian people
have taken no interest whatever in the pro
blem of poverty, for the professed followers
of Christ are doing more to relieve material
distress th: other class of people, but
it is just possible that we have been working
from the wrong end, and instead of helping
people out of their poverty, we have been
helping them in it

How can we right these wrongs ! How
shall we win the masses for Christ and the
Church ! How shall we remedy the social
ills of life ¢

We must convince the common people that
Jesus Christ is their best friend, and Chris
tianity is the greatest ally that the friends of
Inbor possibly have, and while we ce
to teach and preach the great spiritual truths
taught by Christ, there should be a clear and
distinet recognition by the Church of the
that men have bodies as well as souls,

We must convince men that Christ came
not only as a great theological teacher, tell
ing men of God and of the great future, but
that He came as a great social reformer, that
He was the friend of the poor
interested in their struggles to better their
condition. Let our representative men,
especially the preachers, mix more with the
working people, try to understand their
wants and show them that all they need of

KO We are

RETIRING OFFICERS, HAMILTON CONFERENCE LEAGUE.

The above picture shows the organ of Central
Church, Woodstock, the decorations, and the
retiring officers of the Conference League, to-

ether with other prominent League workers.
fnui-k- of the altar to the left is seated the
Secretary, Rev, F. W. Hollinrake ; opposite to
him is Rev. J. H. Hazlewood, who apparently
has just been reading the CaNapiax 'l',rwnwm
ErA. On the platform Mr. 8. Bruce Wilson,
ex-President of the Conference League, occupies
the outside position on the left; next to

him is the Honorary President, Rev. F. E.
Nugent.

In the centre chair is Mrs, Lucy M.
Smith, Vice-President of the Missionary De-
partment, and to her left sits Miss Sadie Russ,

esident of the Social Department. Rev,
pastor of the church, occupies the
outside chair. In the choir gallery, in the front
row, Rev. W. Brandon is the first man to
the left. Next in order are Rev. W. F. Wilson,
Rev. G. W. Kerby, Rev W. Calvert, Rev.
T. J. Parr. Standing in front of the
the left is Rev. D. W, Snider, and on the
side Mr. F. 8. Green, Treasurer, with Rev, T
Albert Moore in the centre.

Considering the poor light in the church
when the photograph was taken, the picture is
a good one. The ladies and gentlemen had to
keep still for about forty seconds, consequently
there is a determined look uponsome of the faces,
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sympathy, of encouragement, and co-ope
ation for the promotion of their intelleetual,
industrial, social and spiritual needs they
iy tind in the Church.

For two thousand years the Church has
taught that the only way to transform
society iy to regenerate the individual, hut
to-day another iden seems to have taken
possession o winds. We must all
admit that o large part of the want llllllhll"lilr
to the

ing existing in society to-lay s ¢
present socil and industrin] syst and the
question is heing asked, * Wiy not doctor the
system as well as the individual,” and thus
root of the matter !

y spoke of * Thevalue
ining in Doing Chris

go to th
Goneral See
ity and

The Literary Department veceived atten-
tion at the commencement of the Thursday
AOTNINY Session

An excellent paper by Rev. J. A, Me
Lachlan, M.AL, of Acton, on

SURIE MODEL READING CIRCLE.

was rewd by Rev. W. B. Caswell.  The
writer said that a model reading cirele should
have the following requisites
(1) A Model Reading Conrse. A judicious
ing wmatter is imperative.
ling Course comprises four of
and this course commends
ent in quantity, and
s and price,
A Model Leader.  The most essential
feature is o qualitied leader.  He should not
only he devoted and earnest, but have a
spocial fitness  for the work.  Much  will
depend upon_enthusiasm, personal magnet-
ism, tact, and especially good common sense,
(3) Model Members. In a model reading
cirele each member will secure a set of hooks,
will prepare thoroughly the work assigned,
will take and keep his pledge to completethe
full course, and attend each meeting when
practieable.  From ten  to fifteen mem-
L-m form a model number for a cirele
were made in

Some valuable suggest
the discussion of this subjec

Rev. G itchell thought it was a good
plan to oceasionally preach on books and
reading, with a view to interesting young
people in good literature,

Rev. W. H. Harvey said that he had been
in the habit, during pastoral visitations, of
calling the attention of his people to books
that had been a blessing to him.

A young lady delegate said that the mem-
bers of her reading cirvele had found the work
so delightful that they would not think of
doing without it.

Mr. Moss said that those who took up the
Reading Course were usually foremost in all
good work,

THE MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT

was thoroughly discussed.

aper on **The Missionary Library in
the ngm-." by Mr. Clem. Bernath, of
Palmerston, was read by Rev. D. H. Taylor.
The importance of cireulating good mission-
ary hooks was strongly insisted upon.

Mouey and Missions " was di
Rev. W. K. Gilroy, B.A.  He believed that
heathen countries were to be reached and
benefited through channels of business. If
wien go to distant lands for the sole purpose
of making money, why should not Christi
go and engage in such trade for the sole
pose of hastening the eoming of the King-
dom ! What is needed by heathenism is not
only contact with Christianity, but contact
with the best in Christinnity, Money is,
however, needed to send preachers of the
Gospel. How is this to be obtained ! By
making appeals f that is often
commencing in the  wrong More
progress would have been made in mission-
ary givings if we had ignored the pocket-
book and sought to reach the man, 1f
there is spiritual life in the hearts of Church
members the money will be forthcoming
without much uwu-nl,

* A Sample Missionary Evening,” by Miss

S. Bowes, was a description of a unique mis-
sionary programme which we hope to publish
on our missionary page next month,

Rev. A. A. Bowers wrote a thoughtful
paper on
EAGUE AND MORAL REFORM,"

which was read by Rev. T. J. Parr, B.A.

Moral reform rightly apprehend b
templates a two-fold result : the conversion
of the individual, and the regeneration of
society. T ends, though differing in
respects, are not antagonistic.  On the
they are mutually helpful and sup-
porting, but the relation of cach to the other
has not always been recognized.  Generally
speaking, the Church has too much neglected
the regeneration of socie pgard to
the attitude of the Epw que to the
question of social reforn, there can scarcely
be any difference of opinion.  Every Epworth
Leaguer is pledged to give clear and un-
equivocal support
aims at the
1

e

n of society.
AICTS  can assist i pron moral
reforms by bringing their practice wd
with the principles and requirements of such
reforms

To illustrate, take the Sabbath reform
which is such a burning question at the
present time ; Epworth ers can do
much to preserve the S a day of
rest and worship by scrupulously refra
from devoting the duy
use 3 such, for instance, as driving or riding
out for pleasure, v riends in a social
way, ete.  Epworth Leaguers ean help in
prowoting moral reform seeking to A\
a public sentiment in favor of that reform,
and also by an intelligent advocacy of its
claims. They may also assist by loyally
supporting the men and women who are
Tendi i hosts,

The beginning of the afternoon session of
Thursday was given to

THE €, E. DEPARTMENT.

Rev. W. 8, Jamioson, of Tara, gave a
rousing address on **The Secret of Power.”

He said that that spiritual powe a
supernatural gift—the gift of God in response
to the performmnce of certain clearly detined

duties and the fulilment of certain condi-
tions.  He urged all his hearers to seck the
baptism of the Holy Ghost.

l!cv. A. C. Courtice, D.D., delivered a
spiritual and thoughtful address on ** Being
in Christ,”

Mr. J. W. Hopkins, of Woodstock, spoke
earnestly on ** How to Interest Young Men
in the League and Church.”  Four requisites
were mentioned as necessary to reach young
men : (1) Personal consecration ; (2) contact
with God; (3) contact with the Word; (4)
contact with individuals.

Rev. E. E. Marshall, B.A., read a paper
on ** How to Treat the League Topic Attrac-
tively.” The subject is interesting to so
many that we will give the paper some space
in our issue of next month,

Rev. T.J. Parr, B.A orary Vice-Presi-
dent, conducted a very interesting Round-
Table Conference on the Reading Course, in
the courseof which he gave a hlackboard illus-
tration of how to take up the first chapter
in “*Week-Day Religion.”  The following is
the outline :

SUBJECT

L. View it in its perspective.
2. View it in its reponsibilities,
(a) Our responsibility to God (a look up-

ard).
h (
ontward),

(¢) Our responsibility to the judgment (a
look forward).
3. View its great need of Christ.

vesponsibility to the world (a look

THE NEW OFFICERS,

The election of new officers for the coming
two years resulted as follows ;

President, Mr. W. H. Moss, Dundas ; 1st
Vice-President, Rev. G. W. Kerby, B.A.,
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Brantford ; 2nd Vice-President, Mrs. Lucy
M. Smith, Oakville ; 3rd Vice-President,

%=
oo
-

ent, Re
i Secretary, Rev, J. F. Ka,
Guelph ; Treasurer, John Taylor, jun., Galt;
Representative to the General Board, Rev.
W. F. i\ on, Hamilton.

Before the close of the afternoon session
the officers were introduced, and each made
an appropriate address,

The closing meeting of the o
wits held on Thursday evening, F

The president, W, H s, Dundas, in-
troduced the first spe of the evening,
Rev. Dr. Tovell, of Toronto,  The subject
of his address was

FUTHE METHODISM OF To-MogROW,"
“ What el be the membership of the Meth-

lism of to-morrow?” asked the spenker,
It will consist of the young people of to-
y. The young people of to-day will be
the official standard bearers of to
The young people of to-day will
morrow out of the material of to-c
will take the ¢ ters of to-day into the
work of to-morrow,  What Lind of churches
will the people of to-morrow attend ¢ They
will be an improvement on those of to-day,
not so much in architectural plan, not in
external arvangements, but churches without
heavy debts and insupportable mortgages.
Coung people of to-morrow must pay for the
churches that they build and not permit
church debts to destray  spirituality and
hamper Christian service,

SCWhat will be the public worship of the
Methodism of to-morrorw? The prayers will
be shorter.  The opening prayer of the
church service will he short, but pointed ;
divectness and intensity and  fervor will
mark it.

S What will be the musie of the Methodism of
to-morrow ! *Old Hundred,”  * Corona-
tion,” * Rock of Ages,” and such tunes will
always he appropriate.  But there are too
many ditties and hymns of a light character
these days, and it is hoped that this light
music not obtain to-morrow.  Look out
for the long, heavy, repeating anthems !
We want something brighter, briefer, more
inspiring for the music of to-morrow,

* What about the sermons of the Methodism
of to-morrow?  The best preachers that the
world has ever seen will occupy the pulpits
of to-morrow.  The pulpit is stronger now
than ever before, and the preaching of to-
morrow will be full of intellectual force,
hear’ love and spiritual helpfulness,

* (What about the collections of to-morrorw ?
They are small enough to-day, but they will
be larger to-morrow.  Benevolence and lib-
vlrnl contribution will obtain in the future
i

W,
ke to-
y.  They

ays.
Y What will be the velation of the Meth-
odism of to-morrow to other denominations ?
It will be fraternal then, as it is now.
Methodism began her history shaking hands
with everybody who would shake hands
with her, and she shall continue this spirit
of brotherhood.

“ Methodism of to-morrow will take a
deeper interest in her children and youth,

len years ago the youth of the Church were
held in the background, but now in our Ep-
worth League conventions, in our Official
Boards, in our Sunday Schools and els:
where they are performing splendid service,
The Sunday School of to-morrow will be
gn»ntlt\' im!) ved, efficient as it is now.

*The doctrines of the Methodism of to-
morrow will remain in the main as they are
now, with perhaps some change in expres-
sion.  Wesley dug these doctrines from
God's Word and they shall abide.

“* Methodism of to-morrow will be a fight-
ing Church, fighting the good fight of faith,
The Church will draw the sword of the
Spirit, which is the Word of God, and fight
valiantly, The Methodist Church will he
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the eternal enemy of the drink traffic. No
compromise, but a battle of final victory.
Gambling and all vice and crime that takes
hold of to-day, shall be fought to-morrow ;
the worldly spirit of to-day, the flesh in all
its weakness, and the devil in all his power,
The Methodism of to-morrow will be filled
with the Holy Spirit and earry on its work
with that inspiration, without which no true
progress can take place.”

e closing mlt’mun of the evening was
delivered by Rev. R. W. Woodsworth, of
Woodstock.  The subject was :

‘“THE RELATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO
CHRISTIAN WORK."

To succeed like the early apostles, we
must visit the upper room. &'lvery indi-
vidual Christian must have his personal
Pentecost.  What the Church was in apos-
tolic times she may be to.day by similar
methods.  What was the secret of the
early Church's power ! The Truth is only
mighty when accompanied by the Spirit of
God. ~ Power is not located in great natural
talent or attainments, but our power is of
God. Talents and attainments must be in
spired by the Holy Spirit, and without this
success cannot be achieved,

The following resolution was passed :
**That we tender our hearty thanks to the
Epworth Leagues of Woodstock for their
weleome to the convention ; to the Billeting
Comumittee, for its excellent work ; to the
pastor and trustees of this church ; to the
choir ; to all the friends of all the churches
who have so kindly entertained the delegates
during their stay in Woodstc After the
singing of the conseeration hymn, and bene-
diction hy Rev. Mr. Sellery, the Convention
closed.

Convention Notes.

ALt who attended voted the Convention a
great success,

Tue  Woodstock papers gave several
columns each day to convention proceedings,

THE convention finances were in such a
satisfactory condition that a donation of
$25.00 was sent for the relief of St. James
Church, Montreal,

OwiNG to prevailing sickness in the town,
there was somg difficulty in billeting the
delegates, but the churches of other de-
nominations kindly assisted, and everybody
was well provided for.

OVER 200 persons registered their names,
but quite & number drove in from the su
rounding country, so that it is safe to say
that there were present 250 delegates from
outside the town of Woodstock.

I was interesting to see the young dele-
gates making such agood use of their note-
books.  The addresses and papers will be
retold many times in the reports which will
be given in the local Leagues during the fol-
lowing two weeks.

IT was noticeable that the same ministers
were present at this convention who were on
hand at the last two gatherings. They were
the men who are always interested in young
people’s work. The gathering was remark-
able for the number of pastors who were on
hand.

Rev. M. A. O, ALEXANDER, of the Lon-
don Confi dd d the ion,
and proposed the inauguration of an Ep-
worth League Assembly for two weeks at
Port Stanley next summer. The Convention
referred the matter to the Executive Com-
mittee,

Orivtoss differed among the delegates as
to the .pg;uprinunm of introducing a sub-
r.
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Durise the Round Table Conference on
the Reading Course, Rev. J. H. Hazel-
wood said that while in Toronto a short time
ago he had dropped into a book-store and
asked the price of ** The Making of the Em-
pire,” and found that it was £1.25. He con-
cluded that the Book-Room was making a
genuine reduction in the price by selling the
set for $2.00, when one u} the volumes, pur-
chased separately, cost more than half that
sum.

Gems of Thought.
Gathered from various Convention Speeches
and Addresses.

** My business is to gather the honey out
of the flowers of life, and leave the poison to
the wasps.”"—Rer. F. E. Nugent.

“Ir is & good thing for & man to have a
party, in politics, but it is a bad thing for the
party to have the man."— Rev. E. 8. Rowe,

““ Mucn has been said against distinctions,
but they are all right so long as they are not
distinetions of wealth, but rather of man-
hood and character.”— Rev. Geo, Miller,

I believe in regeneration. When I came
to Woodstock last, some years ago, T was
interested in a horse race, but upon this visit
1 find myself interested in the human race.
’:“l:ul‘ is why I believe in regeneration.”— M.

. H. Moss.

“Tre social is not a success that does not
secure to the poor as much attention as is
bestowed upon the rich ; that does not make
the timid heart beat quicker and warmer,
and that does not n L strangers feel at
home."— Miss Xena Cornish.

** You cannot till a field by tickling it with
a hand rake; it is so with the mind ; we
must get something that will go deep, and
that will break up the fallow ground if we
would have strength of thought, without
which we cannot be social to uplift."— Rer,
W. B. Caswell.

““1¥ & man puts his hand into my pocket
and takes my purse he is regarded as a thief,
but if a bank officer gets hold of thousands
belong ng to the bank he is simply regarded
as o defaulter.  He should be ealled what he
is, a thief and a robber. What is
iction of the

f 8in, no matte
A. C. Courti.

HENER in the Soudan, Lord Curzon
on the banks of the Ganges, and Lord Minto
on the banks of the Ottawa, are there to
please Queen Victoria and to do her will,
the Presh; Chureh in its place
Episcopalian Church yonder, the Congrega-
tional Church ther ul the Methodis
Church here, are all

Lord and Master
sent Him on the

~

Christ, and to repre-
Ree. W. F. Wilson,

“ONE of sociality is languid, soulless,
and artificial, while the other kind is spon-
taneous and hearty. The one is the old-
fashioned well with a superannuated pump
in it that needs much priming and pumping
before a supply of water can be had, but the
other is a modern artisan well, having its
source of supply in a fountain of water
deeply imlmchsud in the eternal rock, from
which it gushes forth and outflows in re-
freshing streams.” —Rev. T, J. Atkins.

“*NExT to being a Christian, there is no
term that carries with it more of honor or of
privilege than does that of *‘Canadian.’
Surely we have a heritage of which we may
well be proud. We should love our country
for her sunny skies and fertile fields, her
majestic lakes and deep, fast-flowing rivers,
her rich fisheries, her resources of timber
and dhuriad treasure, her vast prairies and

ject like Moss’ into the but
the general consensus seened to be that the

Church must show some interest in the
social questions of the day, and that the
subject was a timely one.

n scenery. Then, too, we
E:a our country for her political connection,
Weare all proud of the fact that we are part-
ners in the firm of John Bull and Co.”—W,
H. Moss.

X0

“Tre trouble in our churches is that we

gnize a double dard : a lard of
self-sacrifice and hardship for the missionary,
and if we do not hear of these things we
begin to doubt his sincerity ; a standard of
ease, comfort, self-satisfaction and congratu-
lation on  * missi for the
Christiaj Christ
knows no double standard, for the invari
able standard for every follower is, *Seek
ye first the kingdom of God.'"— Rer. W, E.
Gilroy, B.A.

Among the Books.

Amona the forthcoming publications of our
ouse we note s new Iluog hy Ellen Thorney-
croft Fowler, entitled ** A {)uuhle Thread.”
Miss Fowler is a daughter of Right Hon.
Sir Henry Fowler, a prominent member in
the last Liberal ministry, and a distinguished
Wesleyan Methodist. “Her previous story,
** Concerning Isabel Carnaby,” was one of
the most successful hooks of last year in the
English market.

WE are glad to learn that our enterprising
publishing house has secured fur‘-uhlmuiun
in Canada Rev. Chas. M. Sheldon's new
story, ‘‘The Miracle at Markham,” now
running in serial form through the Ram's
Horn.  The enormous demand for Mr. Shel
don’s books ensures a great sale for this new
story.  Dr. Briggs informs us that the orders
already are coming in rapidly. The hook
will be issued early in April.

Tue phenomenal sale of ** Titus,” and the
wide circulation of her later books, te
ohen " and ** Paul,” have made the name of
“lorence M. Kingsley familiar from end to
end of Canada.  We are glad to learn that
Dr. Briggs has arranged to publish  this
spring a new story from her pen, ** The
Cross Triumphant.”  The title is & good o
and we have no doubt the story will be «
our readers cannot afford to miss.

Tre spring list issued by our house is one
that any publisher might he proud to show
Besides books already named in these not
the list incluc David Harum,

Westeotte Market Plac

Freder Dash for a by A
W. Muarchemont Bonhom French
Canadian stories by Henry Cecil Walsh ;
I, Thou and the Other One, Amelin
E. Barr; **The Two Standards,

Barry ; ** Yesterday Framed into )
Pansy : ** A Treasury of Canadian Verse,’
edited by Dr. Rand, and a third volume is
the *“Reviews of Historieal Publications
Relating to Canada,” edited hy Prof. G
M. Wrong, M.A., and H. H. Langton, B.A

!

Individual Responsibility.

In a recent letter in The Baplist Union
Doctor Chivers has this to say in regard to
the individual responsibility of members
of young people’s societies: ** We cannot
transfer our duty to a committee. A society
can be efficient only as its members do their
duty. There isa tendency to forget this.
Church members often talk of the coldness
and listlessness of *the church,’” or of what
*the church ' ought to do. It does not occur
to them that they ought to apply the criti
cism to themselves as members of the
church. * Our union—or society has lost
all life.” * The meetings are dull and spirit-
less.” What about yourself as a member /
Are you faithful to your obligations ! Do
you contribute your part to the intes f
the meetings ¢ Stir up the gift that is in
you. Get your own heart aglow, and you
will kindle into flame the embers in the
heart of another. Instead of acting upon
the fallacy that your duty has been trans-
ferred to & committee, rather cherish the
feeling that your appointment of a com-
mittee imposes upon you the obligation
heartily to sustain them in the carrying out
of their plan.”
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By Rev. T. J. Pagg, M.A.
MARCH 12,—“FELLOWSHIP IN CHRIS-
TIAN SERVICE.”

Neh, 4: 6, 1623,

Houme REAnINGs.

Mar. 6 Fellowship in w
Mar, 7. Fellowship
A

Wed,, Mar, 5,
Thu., Mar, 9,
Mar, 10,

18 18205 Paa, 662 14,
Sat., Mar, 11, Fellowship in sufferir
Heb, 10 32345 131 1-3,

Great men of the dim and distant past
often appear small in the eyes of the mod-
ern world.  We see them through the per-
spective of the centuries, and in the back-
1 their natural proportions are much
1. Such is the case with Nehemiah,
prominent in the court of Artaxe King
of Persia, as councillor, statesman, courier
and favorite,  He was a man of great ability,
wealth and influen For twelve years he
was governor of Judeea, leading a great relig-
ious revival and the rebuilding of the walls
of Jerusalem.  This hero of the olden days
was  noble example of Christian patriotism.
A man of profound piety, he connected
everything, great and small, with the will of
God.  His prudence was equally marked ;
and there is no better example of constant
dependence on God, united with practical
forethought. He was unselfish and disin-
terested, using his wealth for public ends,
and there is not the slightest reference to
self apart from the common good.

It was this man, a Jew himself, who strove
to unite his countrymen in the name of God
to restore the lost glory of their famous city.
Grievances abounded : the Persian yoke
forced itself upon the Jewish citizens in
Jerusalem at every turn. The tribute im-
posed on them was a heavy burden to a poor
community. Persian officers and their ser-
vants lorded it over the people at large.
Jewish recruits had been forced into the
Persian armies. The country was pillaged
in open day, and many Jews carried off into
slavery by night surprises, while the corpses
of murdered men were often found on the
road, This was, indeed, oppression hard to
bear.  Besides, the walls and houses of the
city had been destroyed by order of Nebu-
chadnezzar more than 140 years before, and
although partially built by Fzra, their ruins
still rose in long-stretching mounds. Some-
thing must be done. The Jews are dishon-
ored, disgraced. God himself is defamed.
The holy city is in the hands of infidel
foreigners, Neheminh first N e
God, and then to the people, and his appeal
was not in vain.

1. Tae Areear Presexten.—* Ye see
the distress then we are in,” urged Nehe-
miah. God'scause is retarded, your city is
in ruins’; we are in great distress. is
state of things is a reproach to our cause, an
ohject of derision to JIB world ; shall we rest
satisfied where we are? Thus the great
leader pressed patriotism, pity and piety, as
reasons for prompt and powerful action.” So
now, the Church often needs such appeals.
Shame is a strong motive. For very shame,
urged Nehemiah, we should rise and build
the waste places of Zion, st

[ 3

work in the Church. He can’t buy himself
off with a large subscription. There are no
“*indulgences’ to be sold o secured in the
Protestant Church.  Individual effort, and
personal influence for God is demanded of
every heliever according to his time, talent,
and opportunity, The motive for action was
the individual and national misery they were
suffering. * That we be no more # reproach,”
said Nehemiah ; that we, the people of God,
he no longer held in derision. This plea
oceurs frequently in the Bible as an argu-
ment for (God's intervention and man s ac-
tivity. God's honor, God's character, God's
cause, must be vindicated. Think much of
this, young people. Enter into the meaning
of ** God's honor,” and then remember that
%-uu are required to defend it, not so much
y logical argument, as by consistent conduct
and faithful service. Our nmmln-rnhi}n. our
League, our Church, the Kingdom of God,
must not be a reproach ; these must be a
glory and an honor in the world, See to it
Leaguers that it is so. Encouragement was
offered by Nehemish in his appeal. He
assured his co-patriots that God was the in-
stigator of the work ; that the king approved
and with God and the king on their
side, what need they fear ? And the appeal
was successful, *‘and they said, Let us
rise and build,” The response was prompt.
Without delay or debate; they entered with
spirit upon the work. The response was
practical.  They did not propose a postpone-
ment, or a substitute, or an alternative,
They undertook the work required of them,
and went at it. The response was unanimous.
All, even the listless and indifferent, with
one accord united to earry out the work by
God's blessing and the king's favor. Co-
operation, not division, is the road to success
in great undertakings. Would that the
Church, the League, and all Christian organi-
zations be prompt, practical and unanimous
in doing the work God has placed in their
hands.

2. Usiry Exumsiren.—** For the people
had a mind to work.”  Here is determinati
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gether in effective position, they would lift a
mountain and cast it into the sea. So the
whole Church, filled with faith and inspired
by the Holy Spirit, will remove every moun-
tain, fill up every valley, cast up che highway
of the Lord, and usher in the jubilee of
redemption. Be wise, young people, and
u’:lnly the pointed teachings of this topic to
the work you have assumed for ** Chnist and
the Church.”

HINTS,

Fellowship does not mean uniformity of
work, it means uniformity of purpose. It
takes many different workmen to build a
house, but it is the same house they are
building.

1t is every Christian’s duty not only to de
his own work, but to help other Christians
do their work. Often this last is more im-
Lml'h\ll( than the first. Think of those that

elped Paul !

'wo are more than twice one. There is

ot only double experience, but the wisdom

sh reacts on the wisdom of the other,
vivifying it and brightening it.

Do you find it hard to work with others /
Remember how hard God must find it to
work with you !

Avoidable separation in Christian work is
asin.  Whenever an enterprise can as well
be conducted by united effort it cannot as
well be conducted by separate effort.— Amos

ells.

R. Well

MARCH 19.—“SELF-MYSTERY.”
(A TEMPERANCE MEETING.)
1Cor.t

Home ReapiNGs,

¢ Nazarite vow,.. ... Num. 6: 1.8,
. Daniel's purpose, . ...". Dun, 13 816,
15 The Rechabite’s obedience

Jer, 1,
215,
0-18,
LETH

Thu., Mar. 16, Enduring temptation.
Fri., Mar. 17. Be strong in the Lord
Sat., Mar. 18, To him that overcomef

and unity combined. The people were in-
tent on their work, and united in its accom-
pli Unity, , fellowshif
in any good cause is an essential to success.
““United we stand, divided we fall.”

(a) Isolated workers are liable to disconrage-
ment.—This is caused by bearing alone the
burden of care and duty incident to the work.
Mutual sympathy, and friendly consultation
relieve the strain, and give fresh courage.
The counsel of friends will cheer the droop-
ing spirits and stimulate to increased effort.
Christ recognized this when he sent out his
disciples two and two. “Two are better
than one, for if they fall, the one will lift up
his fellow.”

(b) Individual strength is aroused by wnited
action.—Men are like the stone pyrites
which are cold and dull until well rubbed ;
then it becomes so brilliant and hot as to burn
the hand. Coals need to be pressed together
to become thoroughly hot. ~ So do souls re-
quire to be brought into very close contact,
and inspired by one common impulse, to be
fully awakened to loyal activity and self-
sacrificing devotion. In this unity, the force
of combined individual strength is directed
towards one common purpose or against the
common foe. Such union is irresistible,

() Work which cannot be done by few, may
be accomplished by many.—This was true of
the building of the city walls. A small com-
L)nny of workers, however willing, would

ave been altogether inadequate for the
work to be done. There is the inspiration
of bers which furnishes a ful i

I her
stakes, and loosen her cords. Then shall
her converts be multiplied. This onanl
solicited personal effort. ** Let us build"—
the time for discussion had passed ; the time
for work had come. The leader was not
satisfied with their good wishes or money, or
prayers ; what he wanted was their personal
assistance.  In these modern days every
Christian is called upon to take his share of

im-
petus in accomplishing a difficult task. It
doubles the capacity of each individual
worker. A hundred separate links or
threads will accomplish nothing ; but joined
in a chain or eable, they nux rescue a ship
and save a hundred lives, thousand bar-
rels of gunpowder, scattered a grain in a
place and fired, would burn, it is true, but
would produce no concussion ; placed to-

On this p I subject, we shall present
many thoughts from many minds, from the
philosophers of the early days to the great
men of modern times.

“Not in the clamor of the crowded street,
Not in the shouts and plaudits of the throng,
But in ourselves are triumph and defeat.”

“Real glory springs from the conquest of ourselves

And without that the conquéror is naught
But the veriest slave.”

““He thatisslow to r is better than the mighty;
And he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh
a city.”
“Self. 1f-knowled, 1

f.ovatecl
These three alone lead life to sovereign power.”

*The bravest trophy ever man obtained
I that which o’er himself himself hath pined.”

Strength of character consists of two things :
power of will, and power of self-restraint. It
requires two things, therefore, for its exist-
ence—strong feelings and strong command
over them.

The Isthmian games were one of the most
ancient glories of Greece. They were cele-
brated every second year, and were the

kg P e L b ] 1

g an;
greater distinction could be earned by a Greek
citizen than a victory in these games. e
prize wasa garland of Grecian pine, but the
victor was welcomed to his native city with
all the honors of a victorious general. The
walls of his native town were thrown down
that he might pass in as a conqueror, and his
statue was set up by his fellow citizens.

The discipline of the athletes for these
games lasted ten months preceding the con-
test. It is thus descri **Thou must be
orderly : living on spare food ; abstain from
confections ; make a point of exercising at
the appointed time in heat and in cold ; nor
drink cold water or wine st hazard : in a
word, give thyself up to thy training master
as to a physician, and then enter on the
contest.”

pr——
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All this severe training and discipline was
{:mcnwd for a chance, not for a certainty.
“ven if the prize was won, it secured the
recipient only a transitory fame, a withering
crown, and short-lived honor. But forevery
man it is possible to win an ilmnrrurtiblc
crown that which shall always be to him a
Joy as thrilling and a distinction as honorable
» moment he receives it.  This is
worthy of the determined and sustained
effort of a lifetime.

We master self by the power of the re-
newed soul.  The forces and passions of body
and mind can only be cont; vl’h-(l by the spint
of man renewed after the image of Him that
created him.  “ Dead in trespasses and in
sins,” self-mastery is impossible.  ** Alive
into rigl ss "' is the of
self-control.

“We rise by the things that are under our feet,
By what we have mastered of good or gain,
By the pride deposed and the passion slain,
And the vanquished ills that we hourly meet.”
“*Thefirst and best of victories," says Plato,
**is for a man to conquer himself ; he con-
quered by himself is, of all things, the most
shameful and vile.”

Self-control is at the root of all the virtues.
Let a man yield to his impulses and passions
and from that moment he gives up his moral
freedom.

‘each self-denial, and make its practice
pleasurable,” says Sir Walter Scott, “*and you
create for the world a destiny more sublime
than ever issued from the | of the wdest
dreamer.

* Heore lies a soldi vhom all must applaud,
Who fought many battles at home and abroad ;
But the hottest engagement he ever was in,
Was the conquest of self in the battle of sin."

Are our eyes set on the *‘incorruptible
” or are we like the man with the
rake in Bunyan's immortal page, grub-
bing in the dust and dirt so that like him we
can look no way but downward? Do we be-
that goodness, the building up of a true
Christ-like character, and all of present and
future blessedness which that carries alone
with it, are the supreme things for which, if
need be, a man should sacrifice all else that
?lu has? If so, let us act as if we did believe
it.

If the true end of life is to be attained, it
must be kept before us by a distinet effort
of the minJ. “T 80 run,” said Paul, **as
not uncertainly,” as if he had said, ** Here
am T and there is the goal, and I take the
straightest, and therefore the shortest, path
toit.” He knew for what he was living and
he lived for it. Without the clear purposed
goal, life will likely end in failure. It is not
enough for a man to resolve vaguely that he
will try to do what is right. He must nail
up his decision never to be torn down. **1
will make money if I can ; T will get learning
if T ean ; but whatever else I do, or do not
do, T will at least in all things obey Christ and
do the will of God.” Life is a sea wherein a
thousand cross-currents run, and if you do
not fix a strong hand on the helm, and a
steady eye on the pole-star, your little craft
will go to pieces on the rocks,

Ir is not enough to keep the goal in view.
To reach it there must be effort intense and
prolonged, up to the very edge of our powers
of endurance.  Go to the racer and learn of
him ; watch him who obtains the prize, and
so run that ye may attain. Is not that the
gos|])el of common sense ! 1If it is worth
while to take pains to win a race, is it not
worth the same effort, and more, to work ou
our own salvation ?

ASK any master of his craft the secret of
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we must run if we would attain. We must
‘exercise ourselves unto godliness - we
must be gymnasts with a view to holiness,
We must “strive " if we would enter in at
the straight gate. It is the law of the Lord
of the contest, and no man is crowned ** ex
cept he have contended lawfully.”

Yous people of Methodism, be alert, be
thoughtful, be active, be prayerful. Take
to yourselves the whole armor of God,
Summon every ally into this holy war.
Remember Mansoul never fell save by the
treachery of the townsmen within her walls.
Heaven's King is on our side, Ahove the
clash of battle he cries to ** Fight, I'll
help thee ; conquer, I'll crown thee.”

HINTS.

You cannot master others till you have
mastered yourself ; nor master fortune in
int if you permit it to master you in

I
any poi
If you have a sin that you cannot
it is because you do not want to master it ;

ster,

you love the sin,

One of the best ways of euring a fault in
yourself is to try to help someone else to
cure the same fault in himself.

Not self-mastery for the sake of the goal
and the pr but self-mastery for the sake
of the self-mastery.  That is the richest of
all prizes, heeause it will endure forever.

One of the noblest fruits of temperance is
its influence on You eannot go near

A temperate without feeling wmore
Amos R. Wills,
FOR THE LEADER.
18 @ temperance meeting,  Centre

ion upon the thy
y respect is intemperance,
The reading of great biographies, activity in
unselfish labors, constant meditation upon
the Seriptures and instant prayer are all
means of self-mastery. Make this service
informal, and call on each member to sug-
gest one way of winning in our warfare
against weakness,  Have n season of silent
prayer and then many short prayers, — Pres-
byterian Mannal.

-

MARCH 26.—“ TRUE REPENTANCE.”
2 Cor. 7: 111,
Home Reapises,

Saul's peniten
Tsraels

It is highly important and profitable that
the members of our Epworth Leagues should
have an intelligent understanding of the
doctrines of Methodism. This is of great
moment for the personal comfort, strength
and usefulness of our young people them-
selves ; and of equal moment for the growth
and dissemination of sound views of Seriy
ture, and the permanence of Methodism in
the fature. The doctrines of our Church
are doctrines of the Bible. Asa Church we
accept the entire canon of Seripture as the
basis of faith and pract ‘50 that whatso-
ever is not read therein, nor may he proved
thereby, is not to be required of any man
that it should be believed as an article of
faith, or be thought requisite to salvation.”
But while this is so, Methodism has given
prominence to certain doctrines, hecause the

ible has given prominence to them, and
because personal religions experience and
the development of Christian character re-
quire them. These doctrines are vitally

1

his su P i, &
Ruskin—and they will give you but one
answer : they have had to toil terribly, to
scorn delights and live laborious days. ~And
yet in religion we act as if sleeping would
accomplish quite as much as milling. Not
0. Like the racer that receives the prize,

B il

n with

most viluable exercise in conne
the regular meetings of the League.  After
these doctrines have been mastered, the
study might profitably be extended to s con
sideration of the morals of Methodism,
the institutions of Christianity, the Sacra
ments and Eschatology, or last things. We
strongly recommend such a course of study
in all our Leagues. This week's topic is
*True Repentance,” one of the great Bible
doctrines which Methodism from the first
has emphasized, and which requires renewed
emphasis in these days,

1. REPENTANCE, 118 PROMINENCE IN SCRIP
TURES. —The  pre-eminent importance of
repentance appears from the frequency and
nphasis with which it is introduced in
ew Testament.  We read that the sub
jeet of John the Baptist's energetic preach-
g was contained in the words:  * Repent
the kin, 1 of heaven is at hand
ding design of the personal minist
of Christ was **to eall sinners to repent
ance.”  On the authority of an inspived
apostle, it is asserted of Jesus : ** Him hath
God exalted to be a prinee and a Saviour,
to give repentance and forgiveness of sins.”
When Paul, in the presence of the elders
the hesian Church, was taking a retre
spect of his successful ministry, he specifies
as one of the great truths he declared, and
first in order, ** Repentance toward God.”
“T kept back nothing that was profitable
to you," said this enlightened teacher,
* testifying both to the Jews, and also to the
Greeks, repentance toward God and faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ,

2. REFENTANCE—17s MEANING AND ANA
LysIs, —Repentance  denotes o change of
mind toward God, and especially in refer
ence to sin, as committed against God. Tt
is a change of mind. a change of purpose

with reference to sin. 'he fundamental
idea is not so much sorrow as change, leav
ing us to understand the nature of the

case the accompanying grief and reforma
tio But the Bible doctrine widens this
fundamental meaning, and we have the
definition of repentance as given by Wesley,
as follows . **True repentance is & grace of
the Holy Spirit by which a sinner, from the
sense of his sins and the apprehension of the

of God in Christ, nl-mn with grief and
od with
and endeavors after, future
Notice the elements, there
entance : It is a grace

ence.
fore, in Biblical re
of the Holy Spirit, producing («) & con

seiousness of sin on the part of the sinner ;
(b) an apprehension of ( merey in
Christ toward the sinner; () a turning
from sin to God, with grief and hatred of
sin ; (d) a determination and endeavor to
obey God's will in the future,

So we may say that repentance signifies
such a change of mind towards God as pro-
duces in the end an entire change of charae
ter, and a corresponding change of life.
The indications of thi change may take
several forms, according to Dr. Burder,
which it is worth while to examine

1. Repentance involves retrospect
change as regards the employment the
thoughts. The Psalmist says:  ** I thought
upon my ways and turned my feet unto thy
testimonies,”  This is  retrospection —a
glancing backward, and changing our way of
thinking as to the course we are pursuing.
Thus, also, in the parable of the prodigal
son, the abandoned youth, who had been so
long heedless and thoughtless, is represented
as coming to himself by retrospection. He
thought upon his ways ; he had been the
dupe of lnhy. the sport of satan, the slave
of sin.  But he reflected upon his course of
conduct, came to himself and started his

ul's

=

personal, and pertain to sin, salvation, and
the f ion of the Christ-like ch %
These doctrines are: The Universality of
;!Ie “M R J ifi i
‘aith, eneration, Knowledge of Salva-
tion, Holiness, and Possibility of Backslid-
ing. The study of these doctrines under
the direction of the pastor would furnish a

journey h 1. When the mind, which
was before inconsiderate, has advanced thus
far, it is in a state of decided seriousness. It
is disposed to reflect and inquire, to study
the Scriptures, to regard the voice W
dence, and to listen to the counsel of Chris-
tian friendship. Tmportant as this condition
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of mind is, let no one be satisfied with it.
his is not salvation. It is only the first
step in that direction.

2. Retrospection leads to conviction, which
is a change of as it regards the de-
cisions of the con
volves () n dise t uwnd the
criminality of the sin committed. By the
light of the divine law we find that we are
sinners to  far greater extent of guilt than
we hud ever before imagined. We stand
acensed of sin at the bar of conscience, and
we admit the charge. We are weighed in
the balances and found wanting. () Con-
viction also includes a persuasion of the
equity of God in denouncing sin, and in-

flicting punishment for sin.  The sinner
under convietion makes no defence.  He
honor

stly deserved.

4. Convietion is accompanied by contri
tion, & change as regards the emotions of the
heart as we view the extent of our guilt and
our ingratitude.  The feelings of contrition
the feelings of a broken heart, which
seem to consist in deep distress and deep
humiliation, blended with hope of divine
forgiveness.  But contrition is more than
sorrow — it is sorrow with the purpose to
change the character and conduet.

4. Confession cannot be withheld,  The
change of mind and heart will he indicated
by the penitential acknowledgment of the
lips.  Previous to repentance there was a
disposition to enter on self-defence and self-
Jjustitication ; but the desire and effort
at defence are abandoned.  The heart is
laid open.  The conscience seeks relief from
its burden by an acknowledgment of all that
has been in opposition to the will of God.

5. The result of repentance will be con-
version—an entire change of character indi-
cated by a corresponding change of eonduct,
By conversion is meant an entire turning
from sin to God, with determined and un-
hesitating decision.  As sin is the turning
of the soul from God, so conversion is the
returning of the soul to God. The love of
Christ is now the grand impulse of the peni-
tent's life, and that love constrains him to
live no longer to himself, but to Christ,
“ who died for him and rose again.”

6. Repentance includes restitution also.
The truly penitent soul will seek in all pos-
sible ways to atone for its errors. If pro-
perty has been unrighteously obtained, if
the reputation of others has been injured, if
we have done wrong to our fellowmen, re-

mtance will urge a repair of the injury as
ar as possible. **Go thy way ; first be re-
coneiled to (hy brother, and then come and
offer thy gift.” * Forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive them that trespass against us,”

7. The grand impulse to repentance is the
goodness of God,  His goodness displayed
towards us during the entire course of our
wrong-doing and rebellion ; his goodness
manifested in his unspeakable gift ; his plan
of salvation, and our blessedness seemed
thereby for time and eternity.

HINTS,

True penitence has no room for pride.
Some, though they cannot be proud o} any-
thing else, are yet proud that they have
vepented.

Many fail to express repentance, not be-
cause they are ashamed of the sin, but be-
cause it seems to them weak to confess it.

We should train ourselves to the expres-
sion of repentance by using every opportun-
ity to say how sorry we are for any fault,
however trivial.  This will make repentance
for our greater sins easier for us.

No true penitent will seek to make terms
with God. His ery will be : ** Do with me
what you will.  Take from me what you will.
Tmpose any punishment, and it will be just.”

ere is only one time when you can safely
repent, and Lgnt is not to-morrow, but to-
day ; no, not even to-day, but the present
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minute. As Mason said: “If we put off

repentance a day longer, we have a day more

to repent for, and a day less to repent in,
Prof. Wells.

FOR THE LEADER.

Make this a chain meeting.  Announce
that each person participa will name the
us insuring unbroken
der should watch that
cient hymns are sung.  He should him-
self name the first person to take part. At
the close the meeting make an appeal to
the unsaved.

APRIL 2.—“THE BIRTHDAY OF HOPE.”
(AN EASTER MEETING.)
1 Peter, 1: 19,

Home ReaviNes,

Mon., Mar, 27, Without hope P N
Tues,, Mar, The Christian’s hope Heb, 6: 17,
Werd Mar, . The resurrection and the life,
John 11 : 25-2,
Thu., Mar. 30, T live, ye shall live,
Jol 140195 1 Cor, 15: 1219,
Fri, Mar, 81 Matt, 25: 1

Risen, as he said ..

Aprd 17 Christ the fiest-friits. 1 Cor.

Easter day—what a flood of thought comes
in upon the mind ; what blessed hope swells
the heart as we contemplate its meaning, and
enter into its worship.  Easter thought is a
song of triumph, & prean of vietory, proclaim-
ing the good news that Christ is risen and
become vietor over death and the grave, sig-
nifieant through him of our own resurrection,
and our own conquest of man’s last enemy.

In many an Oriental city, friend hails friend
on Easter morn with the salutation, **The
Lord is risen,” and the answer comes with
glad response, **The Lord is risen indeed,”
In the same spirit of love, which took Mary
carly to the tomb, let every Christian go to
the house of God ; but let us go with none
of Mary's sadness. She went expeeting to
visit a sepulchre that held her loved one fast.
We go expecting to meet our risen and living
Lord.  We go with offerings of opening buds
and blossoming flowers— themselves emblems
of the resurrection—and with songs of praise,
thanksgiving to God, and good-will to men.
We greet one another with the heart-felt sen-
timent, **The Lord is risen. The Lord is
risen indeed.”

Easter may be regarded as the greatest
religious festival of all the ages. Itis worthy
of distinetion because it is the completion of
great work of salvation. It finishes the
work begun by the birth in Bethlehem,
The discovery of America, in the latter part
of the fifteenth century, was a great event,
memorable in the annals of history for all
time. But it was a greater event to view
four centuries of development at the Colum-
bian Exposition in the latter part of the
nineteenth century. In the one case, was
the commencement of Western world civiliza-
tion ; in the other the climax and completion
of that civilization four centuries old.  Both
were great, but the latter was the greater. At
Bethlehem the history of Christendom began
when **to us a child was born : to us a Son
was given.” It was a great event., It was
the birth of hope, the sunrise through the
night of darkness, the prelude of the great
oratorio of redemption. But on the first
Lord’s day hope had deepened, the sun had
reached its noon-tide splendor, the oratorio
had reached its clinlul, and z‘lta great work
of salvati Chri
was great.
greater.

Let us ponder. What would Christianity
be apart from this living hope of which Peter
speaks, and what is it with it In other words,
what would Christianity be without our risen
Lord, and what is Christianity with him !

1. WHAT WOULD CHRIST HAVE BEEN HAD
He Remarsen 18 tae Tows —Christ with-
out the resurrection would have been merely
astar of the night, disappearing, meteor-like,
in darkness and storm, It is true that even
if he had not conquered death, there would

was I Day
Many regard Easter Day as
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have been muach in Jesus Christ, but he
would not, and could, not have been the Sav-
iour of mankind. Without this victory his
words would yet have been the wisest and
most lovable that have ever been spoken.
His person would still have been the miracle
of history on account of his noble qualities of
heart and soul. His work would still have
been the grandest ever conceived. But with-
out this final victory over the tomb, his life
and work would have been a failure. The
Christian’s faith would be in vain—being
built upon a_great man, but not upon the
Redeemer.  Mankind would be as a body
without a head, a fold without a shepherd

Christ with the resurrection is the Saviour,
Blessed hope! He is not a star but a new
sun, vietorious over the darkness of sin and
death.  Now the word of promise has been
made good. Now His testimony has been
proven to be correct. He and His words and
t s have been vindi d, and He has
shown by the last and greatest test that His
claim to being the Saviour of the world is
true.

2, WHAT WOULD THE APOSTLES HAVE BEEN
WITHOUT, AND WHAT WITH THE RESURREC-
7108 !—Without the resurrection they would
have been false witnesses ; but the testimony
of resurrection is abundant and complete. The
risen Lord appeared to many, and few facts
of history are better testified to than this
great event.  The apostles all had to suffer
severely for their proclamation of Christ's
resurrection.  Their firm adherence to the
glorious fact ean enly be accounted for that
in their heart of hearts it was a conviction
fixed with adamantine certainty that Christ
the Lord had risen.

With the resurrection, the apostles are
courageous heralds of the truth, Now we
can understand the great change in them be-
fore the erucifixion and after the resurrec-
tion. Now the lambs have become lions,
the cowards have become heroes, the apostles
have become courageous preachers of the
doctrines of the despised Nazarene. The
transformation took place after the resurrec-
tion, when the Saviour had risen with the
crown of life and the halo of victory. Now
the disciples glory in the proclsmation of the
Gospel.

3. WHAT wouLD Wi CHRISTIANS BE WITH-
OUT THE RISEN CHRIST, AND WHAT ARE WE
wirh Hiv 7—1f He has not risen, then we are,
as Paul says, ** of all men most miserable.”
We area deceived race. Our faith is in vain,
a8 it would be built on idle imagination and
not_on divinity. Our struggle and contest
against sin and temptation, our attempts
to follow in the footsteps of our Lord,
would be in vain and to no purpose, as
then our ideals and objects could never be
attained, the divine help for their accom-
plishment lacking.

But with faith in the risen Lord we are
blessed pilgrims of God on our way to happi-
ness nmf heaven. The conviction that Christ
lives, gives to the believer the certain assur-
ance that he too, through Christ, shall live
here and hereafter. #le certain fact that
Christ overcame satan, and hell, and death,
assures us that we too may triumph over
these arch enemies through his strength im-
parted to us.

4. Wrat wourp Become or ovr Beroven
DEAD WITHOUT THE RESURRECTION, AND WHAT
oF THEM Now THAT Curist 18 Risex /— With-
out the resurrection, without this living hope,
they are lost in eternal night. There is no
other light in this darkness, continues Gerok,
no other anchor to cling to, no other name
given in which to be saved except that of the
risen Lord, and only because He is risen.
How could we comfort the departing saint
without the vision, the hope of the resurrec-
tion of the Lord as the guarantee of his own
blessedness after death, his claim **to an
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
him."”

With this resurrection, possessed of this
hope, our departed and ‘dopun,ing ones are

T
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safe.  We have the absolute assurance,
according to the apostles’ teaching, that
death will not end all, but that what we
cnll death is but the gatewav to the palace
of the Eternal King. The resurrection is
for all believers the sure testimony that
their Saviour has for them conquered all
the terrors of death and opened for them
“* the portals of heaven.” In the catacombs
of Rome, on the tomb of a departed Chris-
tian saint, are these words: **Tentianus
Vivit " (Tentinnus lives). And on the
tomb-stone of Albert Durer, who lies buried
in his fatherland, is the word ** Emigravit "
(he has gone to another country). So
through the blessed hope, the loving hope
which the gospel of the resurrection pre-
sents to us, we know that hoth we and those
who have preceded us to the great forever
shall not die, but live—we shall go toanother
country, ** to a city which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God."

HINTS,
If your hope of immortality is **a livin
hop it will breathe —speaking helpfu
we i and it will walk—to the bedsides of

k ; and it will sing, and it will laugh,
and it will work.

“aster is the birthday of hope. All re-
ligions but the Christian religion, whatever
excellencies they may ha yet lack the
excellencies of joy and hope ; they are stern
religions, sad nnl{uu al.

On birthdays we give gifts. What more
fitting than that, on this birthday of our
hope, we should give this hope to some one
else /

Every Christian should be well grounded
in the reasons for belief in the resurrection
of Christ. It is the best proved event of
history, and we should all know how to
prove it.

When a man once gets it into his head
that he is to live through eternity, then he
truly begins to live in time.—Prof. Wells.

Personal Work.

Personal work for souls is very much like
blackberrying.  The unripe berries hang
prominently on the branches, but those
ready to pluck can be found only by search-
ing under the leaves. And the soul that
may be won must be sought. You can't pick
blackberries by the handful, or shake them
down into a sheet. They must be chosen
one by one, and care needs to be taken that
they are not bruised in the picking. Thorns
always assert themselves, but the be
picker soon learns to disregard them, for it
seems to be the rule that near the choicest
berries there are always a lot of sharp
thorns. Very often a single berry will ap-
pear under a leaf, and the plucking will re-
veal a cluster of choice ones nestling timidly
beneath a y ing branch. And i
a large berry will prove by a mere touch that
it is beyond the time of use. Keep this
analogy in mind when the time comes to
engage in personal work.—J. H., in The
Bretherhood Star.

An Acted Parable,

While the late Dr. Alexander Proudfit was
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church,
Springfield, 0., he told the following story at
a social gathering of the teachers of his Sun-
day School :

A good old Scotch elder, who was deeply
concerned because his pastor persistently
refused to allow children to be admitted to
the church fellowship, invited him to his
house. After tea the elder took the pastor
out to see his large flock of sheep put into
the fold. Taking his stand at the entrance
to the sheepfold, the elder allowed the sheep
to enter, but as the little lambs came up, he
muihly pushed them back with a heavy
stick.
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The pastor became very indignant, and
exclaimed, **What are you doing to the
lambs ! They need the shelter far more
than the sheep !

**Just what yon are doing to the children
of the church,” was the prompt reply.

The object-lesson did its work. Never
again did the pastor attempt to shut out
from the fold of the church one of Christ's
little ones.

Be Yourself,

Rev. Smith Baker, D.D., makes the fol-
lowing sensible plea for individuality : ** Do
it try to be somebody else. A man may
1 teach honest, Christ-
yet not be himself. |
once heard an old deacon say, when his
church had been hearing quite ‘a num)
candidates in the pulpit from the leading
seminaries, which at that tin
the charge, one of the venerable
and the other of Dr. Park, that he could
always tell as soon as the young man entered
the pulpit from which of the seminaries he
came by the way he stepped, announced the
hymns, the tone of his voice and the plan of
his sermon.

Noblesse Oblige.

““Here, boy ; let me have a Sin."

** Can't, nohow, mister.”

*Why not ¢ You've got them ¢ 1 heard
you & minute ago ery them loud enough to
be heard at the City Hall,”

“Yes, but that was down t'other block,
ye know, where I hollered,”

“ What does that matter | Come, now,
no fooling ; hand me out a paper ; I'm in a
hurry.
* Couldn’t sell you no paper in this here
block, mister, cos it belongs to Limpy. He's
just up to the furder end now ; you'll meet
him.

*And who is Limpy, pray !
does he have this special block

*Cos us kids agreed to let him have it.
Ye see, it's a good run on ‘count of the offiges
all along, and the poor chap is that law
can't git around lively like the rest of
we agreed that the first one caught selli
his beat should be lit onan’ thrashed. See 1

*“Yes, I do see. 8o you newsboys have a
sort of brotherhood among yourselves /"

“Well, we're going u-‘fmk out for a little
cove what's lame, anyhow, you bet !

‘““There comes Limpy, now ; he's a fortu-
nate boy to have such kind friends.”

The gentleman bought two papers of him,
and went on his way l!fuwn town, wondering
how many wmen in business would refuse to
sell their wares in order to give a weak,
halting brother a chance in a clear field.
True Flag.

And why

The Cigarette.

That the cigarette is a deadly poison is
susceptible of the most positive scientific
proof. A few months ago 1 had all the
nicotine removed from a cigarette, making a
solution of it. T injected *u\ll the quantity
into a frog, with the effect that the frog
died almost instantly. The other half was
administered to another frog with like effect.
Both frogs wore full grown and of average
size. The conclusion is evident that a single
cigarette contains poison enough to kill two
frogs. A boy who smokes twenty cigarettes
a day has inhaled enough poison to kill
forty frogs. Why does the poison not kill
him ! If not immediately, he will die sooner
or later of weak heart, Bright's disease or
some other malady which scientific physicians
everywhere now recognize as the natural re-
sults of chronie nicotine poisoning. In place
of the often beautiful, many times wickedly
obscene pi which cig fi
ers often send in connection with their
packages or offer as a premium, every pack-

age of cigarettes ought to bear a skull and
or hones and should be marked ** deadly
poison,” like ** rough on \" strychnin
and other deadly drugs. — D J. H. Kellogy

Don't Bark.

The Christian Nation has this item con-
demning fondness for criticism. It has a
wide application * Fault-inding is not
difficult.  Isaac MeCurry illustrates this. A
dog, hitched to a lawn mower, st pull
ing to bark at a passer-hy. 2 boy who
was guiding the mower said, * Don't mind
the dog, he is just barking for an excuse to
rest. It is easier to bark than pull this
machine.” It ix easier to be critical than

ot, easier to bark than work lasier
to burn a house than build one.  Easier to
hinder than help.  Easier to destroy reputa
tion than construet charact Fault-tind
ing is as dangerous as it is easy.  Anybody
can grumble, criticise or censure, like those
Pharisees, but it takes a great soul to
working faithfully and lovingly, and
superior to it all, as Jesus did,

Gold Dust,

When you are ready to do good, the oppor
tunity will be at hand.

A stout heart may be ruined in fortune,
but not in spirit, — Hugo.

Sooner or la

r the world comes round to
see the truth and do the right.

Hillard.
“ What is your duty /" The carrying out
of the affairs of the day that lies before you,
Goethe,

The pleasantest things in the world are
leasant thoughts, and the greatest art in
ife is to have as tany of them as possible.

** What shall [ do then with Jesus who is
called Christ 1" is a question which every
one of us must at some time in his life
answer for himself.

Manners are the hup{;y ways of doing

things—each one a stroke of genius or of

love, now repeated and hardened into usage.
R W. Emerson.

There are many hooks in which man secks
God ; in the Bible God seeks man. It isa
divine gift to man, written that we, through
patience and comfort, might have hope,
T. T. Lynch

A man must not choose his neighbor ; he
must take his neighbor that God sends him,
In him, whoever he be, lies hidden or re-
vealed a beautiful brother.  The neighbor is
just the man who is next to you at the
moment.  This love of our neighbor is the
only door out of the dungeon of self. —George
Macdonald,

Religion is a necessary and indispensable
element in any great human character.
There is no living without it.  Religion is
the tie that connects man with his Creator
and him to his throne. If that tie be all
sundered, all broken, he floats away a worth-
less atom in the universe, its proper attrac-
tions all gone, its destiny thwarted and its
whole future nothing but darkness, desola
tion and death.— Webster,

The only way to regenerate the world is to
do the duty which lies nearest us, and not to
hunt after grand, far-fetched ones for our-
selves, If each drop of rain chose where it
should fall, God's showers would not fall, as
they now do, on the evil and on the good
alike.  Be sure that he who is not faithful in
a little will never be fit to be ruler over
much. He who cannot rule his own house-
hold will never, as St. Paul says, rule the
Chureh of God ; and he who cannot keep his
temper or be self-sacrificing, cheerful, tender,
attentive at home, will never be of any real
and ’-erumnent use to God's poor abroad.

Charles Kingsley,

B
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Avound the Tea Table.

* How do you accomplish so much, and in
80 short a time 1 asked a man of Sir Walter
Raleigh.  ** When I have anything to do, 1
goand do it,” was the reply.  The man who
always acts promptly, even if he makes
oceasional mistakes, will succeed when a pro-
erastinator would fail —even if the latter have
the better judgment.

Quees Vieroria thoroughly enjoys a joke,
and was recently much pleased at an old man
at Crathie, to whom she was talking about
the new church, when he said: * Your
Majesty, the * Agnostics’ of the church are
bad.” ~ He meant the acoustics, and the
queen replied with a smile : ** 1 hope they
are not so in my south aisle,”

A ceNtiemaN  who offered to help an
elderly Irish lady with her packages and
bundles off a railway teain was surprised by
her when she said, by way of thanking him :
S Tdon't know what office you are running
for, sir; but I pray the saints you may get
i All men’s motives are not selfish,
though suspicion is seldom wanting.

A vapy famed for her skill in cooking was
entertaining a number of her friends at tea.
Everything on the table was much admired ;
but the excellence of the sponge cake was
especially the subject of rrnmrk “Oh," ex
claimed one of the guests, *it is so beauti-
fully soft and llgln ! Do tell me “lwn' you
got the recipe ! 1 am very glad,’
the hostess, *that you find it so n--n and
light. T made it out of my owi head.”

It is reported that a student who had the
ministry in view, but who was anxious to be-
gin the work without a protracted course of
study, asked an eminent professor if there
were not some short course that he could
take without wasting so much time in prepar-
ation.  **Yes, there are shorter courses,
was the reply, **but, my dear young brother,”
said the wise professor, * it takes God a half-
century to make an oak tree, while he can
make a squash in a few weeks.”

Sam an Irishman to a telegraph operator,
“Do you ever charge anybody for the
address of a message?” *“No,” replied
the operator. **And do you charge for
»iuninu l|i name, sir 1" said the customer.

' Well, then, will you please
send this ? I just t my brother to know
1 am he handing the following: *“To
John McFlynn—at New York — (signed)
Patrick McFlynn.” 1t was sent as a tribute
to Patrick s shrewdne The Lutheran,

At Princeton Theological Seminary re-
cently, a young preacher persuaded a fellow
student to listen to him rehearse a sermon.
The pnuuhor in embryo began.  His subject
was * Light.”  With a violent gesture of th--
nuht arm, he said : * Blot out the sun.”

With a similarly frantic movement of the
left arm, he roared : * Blot out the moon.’
Then with a combined gesture, make up of
both arms, he bellowed : **Blot out the
stars.”  But it was ennuah. The aunditor
arose, to leave wnh a hoarse, cruel whisper,
*turn off the gas.”

“A rew days since,”
“as T was sitting with my friend D—
n"ice A man came in and said :  *Mr.
the livery stable keeper, tricked me shame-
lul]y yesterday, and | want to be even with
him.' *State yourcase,’ said D—, * 1 asked
him how much he'd charge me for & homwe to
» to Richmond.  He said half a sovereign.
took the horse, and when I came back he
said he wanted another half sovereign _for
coming back, and made me pay it.” D-
ve his client some legal advice, which he
immediately acted upon, as follows: He
went to the livery stable keeper and said :
How much will you charge lur a horse to
Windsor /' The man replied, *a sovereign.’
Client accordingly went to Windsor, came

back by mil, and went to the livery stable
keeper, saying : *Here is your money,’ pay-
ing him a sovereign. * Where is my horse 1"
sad W “He's at Windsor," answered
the client. *1 hired him only to go to Wind-
sor."— Pearson’s Weekly.

In the course of a recent sermon Rev.
Madisori C. Peters, of New York, quoted
the following apt illustration: ** A poor
workingman told his wife, on awnkening one
morning, & curious dream which he had
during the night. He dreamed that he saw
coming towards him, in order, four rats : The
first one was very fat, and was followed by
two lean rats, the rear rat being blind. The
dreamer was greatly perplexed as to what
evil might follow, as it has been understood
that to dream of rats denotes calamity. He
appealed his wife concerning this, but
she, poos wan, could not help h His
son, who heard his father tell the story,
volunteered to be the interpreter. ‘The
fat rat,’ he said, *isthe man who keeps the
saloon you go to so often, the two lean rats

mother and me, and the blind rat,
father, is yoursel

Interesting Facts,

of 5,657,000,

Tue largest bog in Ireland is the Bog of
Allan, which stretches across the centre of
the island east of the Shannon, and covers
nearly 25,000 acres.
nearly 3,000,000 acres of bog in luluml
that is to say, about one-seventh of the area
of the country is bog,

Loxvox has a popula

Tuk Eiffel tower in Paris has been ‘mt to
a use probably never thought of

original builders. The chief of [mll(,(! u!
Paris has placed on its summit certain
agents, whose duty itis to note all those
chimneys which throw upadenser column of
smoke than is permitted by law.

Freperick REMINGTON, artist, author and
war correspondent, says :  ** It seems worth
while noting that while a great many foot-
ball men went into the army, if any prize-
fighters went in I did not hear of them.
Yet a favorite defence of the ring is that it
develops the manly qualities so necessary to
the nation.”

Tuk Preshyterian calls attention to a singu-
lar fact in saying: *“It is stated on good
authority that there are no colored saloon-
keepers, If this be a fact, such record is
hiﬁl\ly creditable to the black man, for we

ieve there is no law, written or unwritten,
which abridges his nuhtn and privileges as a
citizen in this respect.”

Tur Home Magazine notes that to the list
of hibles named after curious typographical
mistakes an important addition is made in
the so-called * nters’” Bible, which con-
tains perhaps the most strangely appropriate
misreading of any: P nntenx have perse-
cum«l me without a cause” (Psalm exix. lﬁl)

““printers " being substituted for ** princes.

I7 is caleulated that a fluent speaker utters
between 7,000 and 7,500 words 1 n the course
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distinguished herself hy building the great-
est harvester known. This giant reaper,
which has been in successful operation dur-
ing the past week, cuts a swath fifty-two
feet wide, and will cut, thresh and sack
from one thousand five hundred to one
thousand eight hundred sacks of grain in
ten hours. It requires ten men to operate
it, and is driven by a traction engine. It
will cut one hundred acres of grain in a day,
and has been working in the very heaviest
growth of wheat on one of the fertile islands
of the San Joaquin. It is predicted that
this thresher will greatly reduce the cost of
harvesting grain, but, of course, will only be
practical on very large ranches and on per-
fectly level land.”

Tex thousand mosqui dance up and
down in the sun, with the minutest interval
between them, yet no one knocks another
headlong on the grass or breaks a leg or a
wing, long and delicate as they are. Sud-
«Ivu¥y a peculiar, high-shouldered, vicious
creature, with long and pendant nose. darts
out of the rising and falling cloud, and sett-
ling on your cheek, inserts a poisonous sting.
What possessed the little wretch to do this /
Did he smell your blood while he was dane
ing! No one knows,

It is a curious fact that red-haired people
are far less apt to become bald than those
whose hirsute covering is of another hue.
The average crop on the head of the red-
haired person is said to be only about 30,000
hairs.  Ordinary dark hair is far finer, and
over three dark hairs take up the space of
one red one ; 105,000 are about the average.
But fair-haired people are still better off ;
140,000 to 160,060 are quite common
number of hairs on the scalp of a fair-haired
man or woman. A curious caloulation has
been made to the effect that the hairs on the
head of a fair-haired person, if they could he
plaited together, would sustain a weight of
something like eighty tons, equaling that of
five hundred people.—Medical Record.

l',\ EN a dog can um, the telephone to good

lad who arnved
in thvut) I»\ me reported that her little
pet dog had been left by accident on the
platform at the second station out. The
courteous ofticials telephoned through re-

specting the poodle, and the answer came
umnudmlu]) |lm! a dog of that description
had just been brought into the railway
station.  The receiver was put to the dog's
ear, and the lady wus asked to speak to it.
She did so. The effect was electrical. The
dog barked a cordial recognition of the voice,
and by its antics expressed a great desire to
jump into the apparatus and traverse the
wire in order to get to its mistress all the
sooner.

A SINGULAR but instructive instance fell
under the observation of Sir Humphry
Davy, when, early in life, he was assisting
Dr. Beddoes in his experiments on the in-
halation of nitrous oxide. Dr. Beddoes
having inferred that the oxide must be a
specific for palsy, a patient was selected for
trial and placed under the care of Davy.
Previously to administering the gas, Davy
inserted a small thermometer under the
tongue of the patient to ascertain the tem-
The paralytic man, wholly ignor-

of an hour's uni upted king. Many
orators of more than usually rapid utterance
will reach 8,000 and even 9,000, But 125
words a minute, or 7,600 an hour, is a fair

average. The average number of idens glven

ant of the process to which he was to submit,

but deeply impressed by Dr. Beddoes with

the certainty of its success, no sooner felt

the thermometer behmd hln teetll than he
the

in an hour’s speaking could be
by three figures—sometimes by ciphers,

OxE of the best illustrations of the pro-
gress of the world wrought in the field of
invention may be seen in the comparison
between the ancient and modern methods of
reaping. The old reaping knife, sickle and
scythe have given place to a remarkable
machine.  The California Christian Advo-
cate speaks of the operations of one of these
machines as follows: **Stockton has again

and in a_burst of enthunu\nm declnmd that
he already experienced the effects of its be-
mgn influence chmughout his whole body

to be

luut. btwy did I'Illlhlnl more, but desired
his patient to return on the following day.
The same ceremony was repeated, the same
result followed, and at the end of a fort-
night he was dismissed cured, no remedy of
any kind except the thermometer having
been used.
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Fov the Juniors.

Bible Boys,

In this column we shall give each month a
short outline of the facts as recorded of cer-
tain well-known Bible characters, and hope
that owr Junior Leaguers and their friends
will find the names of the persons of whom
we write, and send the answers to us that we
may publish from month to month the names
of those who answer correctly,

WHO Was HE!

His father's name is not given ; but we
know he was not a Jew. It seems likely
that the father died when the son was yet a
baby, leaving him to the eare of his mother.
She was a Jewess and a true believer in God.
She brought up her little son to know an
love the divine law. The boy became a
sincere Christian while quite young, and was
known by all as a dutiful son and a devout
servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. As a hoy
he does not seem to have had a very strong
body; but had a very tender heart. He
lived in the town where Paul was stoned
nearly to death for preaching the Gospel,
and was deeply grieved over the cruelty of
the people to the apostle there.  Some years
after this stoning, Paul wanted a helper to
go with him on his travels and he chose this
youth. From this time he was one of Paul's
well-beloved companions, He was with the
apostle at Philippi, Athens, Corinth, and
many other places, and became so dear to
Paul that when he was a prisoner in Rome,
awaiting death, he wrote tLin young man to
come to him. His name means ** honored
of God " and is given in the New Testament
twenty-four times, so you may easily find it.
Who was he ?

Waat boy, whose history is given in the
Old Testament, was noted (us all boys should
try to be) as being :-

evout,
—bstemious,
—eat,
~ndustrious,
—ducated,
~ovable.

Give Scripture references that you think
will bear out your answers,

Let us hear from you, boys and
Address, Editor CANADIAN Epworti
Wesley Buildings, Toronto,

irls,
CRA,

“ Giveuppity."”

Two little sisters, Daisy and Bess, had
been given a parasol, which was to be held
and shared in common, It was a dainty bit
of blue satin, with such glory of ribbons and
lace as well might charm the most exacting
little girl. They were to take turns carrying
it ; but mamma noticed, at the end of a
week, that Bessie’s ** time " never seemed to
come, although the unselfish little girl made
no complaint.

One day as she started for a walk, Miss
Daisy, as usual, appropriated the coveted
treasure, and gentle Bess was moved to re-
monstrance : ** Sister, it's my time to carry
it.”

**No, it's not ; it's my time! I haven't
had it hardly a bit,” retorted little Miss
Temper, with a flash of her brown eyes, as
she ped the parasol more tightly.

** Daisy,” interposed mamma, *give it to
your sister. She has let you have it every
day, and you must learn to give up.”

“Oh, mamma, I can’t ! ere is no give-
uppity in me,” sobbed the little girl, drop-
ping the parasol, and hiding her flushed face
in her apron,

“*Ah, little one ! You spoke more wisely
than you knew—‘no giveuppity in me !’
How many of us must learn, through sorrow
and tears, that we cannot fitly do the Father’s
will without ‘giveuppity ' in our hearts !”
—8unday School Visitor.
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What A Little Girl Said.
8. ROSALIE SILL,

“1f 1 could be a princess,
With hands as white as milk,
Riding within a carriage
All dressed in richest silk,”
Said Maude, rocking softly
Then looking up so bright—
“But I am mamma’s girlie ;
I'll help her with my might !

ST sweep and dust the kitchen,
Bring in the chips and wood,
And care for baby hrother.
Perhaps, if Tam good,
When we get over yonder
The King will say to me :
*You did the nearest duty,
My daughter you shall be.' "

Over Indulgent.

A solemn warning to indulgent parents
came from the lips of Mr. Cyrus W. Field
upon his dying bed. He said: * My lifo
is n wreck ; iy fortune , my home dis-
honored. T was unkind to Kdward when 1
thought T was being kind. If T had only
had firmness enough to compel my hoy to
earn his own living, then he would have
known the meaning of money,

Tom Reproved.

A mother tells the wing : ** My little
boy goes to school and his teacher is in the
habit of teaching the children a Bible verse
every morning,  While at breakfast the other
morning I had to reprove Tom for complain-
ing about the bread not being as good as he
is accustomed to.  His little brother startled
us by turning to Tom and saying : **Seek yeo
first the Kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness, and all these things shall be added
to you."”

Sorry for Sinners.

A little girl was graciously permitted one
bright Sunday to go with her mamma to hear
papa preach. It was a time of great rejoic-
ing and responsibility, and the little face was
all alight with happy anticipation.

Now it chanced that on this special occa-
sion papa's sermon was of the *‘warning”
order, and his earnest voice rang solemnly
in the Sunday quiet. After a moment of
breathless surprise and horror, the little
listener's soul was wrought up to a great pit;
for the poor mortals upon whom so mucl:
wrath was descending. She rose up excit-
edly to her feet, and with her wide reproach-
ful eyes just peeping over the back of the
seat, called out in sweet chiding tones :

* What for is you scolding all the people
50, papa 1"

Music in the Family,

The moral influence of vocal and instru-
mental music in the family circle can in no
wise be effectually disputed. Show us the
family where music is cultivated, where
the parents and children are accustomed
often to mingle their voices together in song,
and we will show you one—in almost every
instance—where peace, harmony and love
prevail, and where grosser vices have no
dwelling place. An organ or piano in a
family, w‘\um there are young people, is
always an attraction, whether they are ready
readers of music or mere primary scholars,
1t is & means of drawing them away from the
allurements of the world and bringing them
into closer sympathy with one another in
the home circ{e. Let us have more parents
interested in the advancement of music, or
who give their children,a liberal education
in the art, and there will be a marked decrease
of erime, and thousands of good influences
thrown around them to lead them on in the
paths of virtue and truth,

ERA.
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A Word to the Girls.

Just a word to our girls: If you have
plenty of time on your hands, do not loll
about, or wander from room to room after
mother, but read awhile to grandma who is
too dim eyed to read herself.  Anticipate
mother's wishes, ease her cares. Come out
of yourself and try not only to be happy, but
to made others so.  There is something very
beautiful about the affection of brother and
sister.  You can be a co-worker with mother
in directing the headstrong boy into right
paths, by never speaking unkindly. Be as-
sured that much of the happiness of home
depends on you ! —Christian Work,

.Keeyl'nz Still.

“Robbie, how is it that you never get
into any serapes ¢ All the other boys do.”

*Oh, it is my plan not to talk back,” an-
swered Robbie.  ** When a boy says & hard
thing to me I just keep still.”

There is a great deal of wisdom in this
way of doing things ; and many people
whose lives are vexed and tormented and
troubled would save themselves no end of
sorrow if they would just keep still.  When
a man has said his say and there is no an-
swer to it, that's the end of it ; but if you
answer back, then you never know what will
be the result. It is not the first word that
makes a quarrel —it is the answer.

A Will and a Way.

Several years ago an effort was made to
collect all the chimney sweepers in the city
of Dublin for the purpose of education.

One little fellow was asked if he
letters.

““Oh, yes, sir,” was the reply.

““ Do you spell 1"

“Oh, yes, sir,” was again the answer,

“Do you read 1"

““Oh, yes, sir.”

““ And what book did you learn from /"

“Oh, I never had a book in my life, sir."”

** And who was your schoolmaster /'

*“Oh, I never was at school.”

Here was a singular case, a boy could read
and spell without a book or master. But
what was the fact! Why, another little
sweep, a little older than himself, had taught
him to read by showing him the letters over
the shop doors ao they went through the
city.  **Where there is a will there is a
way."

Tue boy who is really brave is not afraid
of being langhed at.

LookiNGg ¥or OPPORTUNITIES. —Are you
looking for some opportunity of doing good
If you are, take to heart these words of Wil-
liam Burleigh's : ** There never was a day
that did not bring its own opportunity for
doing good that never could have heen done
before, and never can be again.” These are
true words. You can prove them if you will,
It is often true that those who talk most
about wanting to do good **if they could,”
have no perception of the opportunities given
them every day of their lives.  If you are in
earnest you will never be idle for lack of
opportunity.

Ler the children who want to do some-
thing great, or at least what grown people
do, remember that it is no little or insignifi
cant mission to make anyone happy, or even
less unhappy. Dr. Clarke tells of a Christian
Endeavor meeting in Paris in which a young
lady who trembled at the sound of her own
voice first told of her love for Jesus. A
little girl by her side who knew of her diffi-
dence reached over and gave her hand a com-
forting squeeze. The young lady said noth-
ing in her experience had been sweeter than
the child's wordless sympathy. Children
have often given heart-to-hand talks that
went straight to another heart.
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Our Paper.

SEVERAL secretaries and presidents, in
sending in lists of subscribers, have said :
“ We expect to add to this list several more
names.” That is right, let there be a second
and even a third instalment.

I¥ you like our paper please say so, not
necessarily to the Editor, although he would
be glad to hear from you, but say so to some
friend who has not seen the paper. Justa
word or two in this way might bring a num
ber of new subseriptions.

Hurran for Walkerton ! The League
there sends in a list of thirty-one names,
which is the largest number received from
any one society or church. This splendid
result is largely due to the enthusiastic work
of Miss Ada Teasdale, who has had the mat-
ter in hand.

Dr. 8. E. McLeax, of Spencerville, sends
son
are appreciated

, but better still he forwards
the names of eighteen subseribers from his
League. Can  anyone explain why it is
that the big lists are all coming from the
small societies, while from the large city
Leagues very few numes have been received !

Some of our correspondents speak of the
CaNapiax Erworrn Era as a ** httle paper.”
Perhaps that is on account of the compara-
tively small size of its pages. It ought to be
known, however, that our paper contains
more reading matter than any paper pub
lished by our Book Room. It taxes to the
utmost the largest press in the institution to
print it.

We are more than gratified with the re
ception that has been accorded to our paper.
Our most sanguine anticipations are being
more that realized by the way subscriptions
are pouring in. T are many Leagues,
however, which have not he heard from
Please remember, ** Better late

" Appoint some one to canvas
for subscriptions at once.

Tue officers of the Wingham District
League have sent out a cireular letter to all
the societies in the district calling attention
to several important matters. We clip the
following sentence :  ** We would also re-
commend to the literary vice-presidents the
wisdom of immediately instituting a syste
matic canvas for the Caxapiax Erworrn
Exa. Itisa splendid journal and will be
invaluable as a League auxili

The following are some
sent in during the month o

the best lists
ruary

Walkerton ...... 31| Madoc....... 8
Spencerville...... 18 8. Cayuga. 8
“Ilnllln--__' (Grace) 16| Stirling 3 8
Georgetown,. 15| Whitechurch, 8
Arthur . 13| London, Centen-
Paris. . 3

Watford. 3

Collingwood..
St. Thomas, First
St. Thomas, Cen-

8t. Thomas, Grace

e T

- ¢
Onkville, 10| Moulton.........
Picton, First 10| Gorrie ...,
Thorold.. . . 10| Essex. ......
Lambeth . . 10| Blythswood ..
Blenheim.. 10| Carleton Place... 6
Moos Jaw, Cowansville 6
N.W.T.., 10| Camlachie G
Portage la Praivie, | Almont 6
an. ... 10| Shelburn 6
Wolf Island 10 Centralia . . 6
Port Elgin. 10

Rev. J. W. Wikisson, of Frankford,
has published a song entitled, **St. James
Church Must be Saved.” The price is
twenty cents, the proceeds to be donated to
the relief fund.

» kind words about ** our paper” which |

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

Marcu, 180932

A SMALL LIBRARY OF HISTORY, BIOGRA-
PHY, NATURAL SCIENCE, AND RELIGION

300 Pages

o7 Ulustrations BY Arthur Temple

Making of the Empire g

forsss
EPWI’“’ EQGQIIQ Reading aoum 1898-09

FOUR SPLENDID BOOKS

The story of the British Colonies
round the world. A book to stir one’s
patriotic blood.

Makers of Methodism
otk By Dr. Withrow

85 Nlustrations

@

Inspiring biographies of great lead-
ers. A book to make loyal Method-
ists.

244 Pages and
76 Nlustrations

By A. B. Buckley

' § Fairyland of Science # g

Chapters on Natural Science that
are true, and yet read like a fairy tale.
God’s wisdom revealed in nature.

By Dr. J, R, Miller

318 Pages,

Week Day Religiona g

A most delightful volume on Chris-
tian Culture, dealing with practical

Regular Retail Price of the Four Books, $4.75
Special Price to any place in Canada, Postpaid »

Coronto: (William Brigas

and helpful subjects.
$2.00

Montreal: €. W. Coates
Balifax:  S. F. Huestis

Epworth Leagues of
Christian Endeavor,

st

OESIGNED FOR A COMPLETE YEARLY RECORD

NEW AND REVISED EDITION.
Price, 50 Cents, postage paid.

Every League in the Dominion should have
this book. It contains the Constitution, Form
for Reception of Members, Pledges, Roll of
Active Members, Roll of Assoc
Roll of Offic Quarterly Reports of Officers
and of the eral Departments, with blank

te Members,

pages for recording the regular winutes. Try
it, and you won't—can’t—do without it
' Books for
' League Workers
FIFTY SOCIAL EVENINGS -
By Mrs. Annie E. Smiley. 70 pages.
PRI o v v omusione SR

FIFTY LITERARY EVENINGS -

By 8. G. Ayres. Price 80
THE MISSIONARY SPOKE—
By Willis W. Cooper. Price 26

JUNIOR LEAGUE HANDBOOK —
By Rev. S t. 135 pages.
Price

EPWORTH LEAGUE MANUAL -

T.

Address all orders to—

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -

Montreal: C. W. COATES.

Methodist Book Room, .

Requisites
-

Constitution and By-Laws. In one leaflet,
onstitution and By-Laws for Junior

Secretary’s Book | Epworth League

For Epworth Leagues or |

Per doz. 80 10

Per doz . 01
& Topics, with blank space on first
page for writing in name of League. Per hun
dred . . 07
Prayer Meeting Topics with name of League printed
in
Fifty copies 060
Per hundred 100
Per additional hundred 060
Prayer Meeting Topics with name of League and
List of Officers on first page—
Fifty copies - ‘ 5 . 180
Per hund red -« 17
Per additional hundred < 000
With Leaders or any change in topics,
#L00 extra,
Prayer Meeting Topics, Six-page Folding Card, with
name of League, list of Officers and Com.
mittees, and Church Services—
Fifty copies - - - . - 29
‘ Per hundred . 280
Per additional hundred 080
i Estimates given for
Printing Topics selected
| by Local Leagues
‘ Junior League Prayer Meeting Topics. On Card-
boand.  Per hundred St A 050
| Associate Member's Pledge Card, Per hundred - 0 60
Active Member's Pledge Card. Per hundred - 080
| Junior League Pledge Card, Per hundred - 060
| Membership Certificate Card.  Printed in colors.
Perhundred - . - - 100
Removal Certificate Card.  Printed in colors, Per
| hundred . - . . . . . .100
Epworth League Chorter,  Handsomely Litho-
graphed - - - . . . . . 0%
Epworth Ribbon, Per yard 020

Halifax: 8. F. HUESTIS,

TORONTO




