
CIHM
Microfiche
Series
(Monographs)

ICMH
Collection de
microfiches
(monographies)

Canadian Institute for Historical Microraproductions / Institut Canadian de microraproductions historiques

'mmsm^iamamaBaistMmm rxL^,:;- ,.i.yL:.. Ji^f.^:.--



Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best criginai

copy available for filming. Features of this copy which

may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any of

the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming are

checked below.

Coloured covers /

Couverture de couleur

I I

Covers damaged /

Couverture endommag6e

Covers restored and/or laminated /

Couverture restauree et/ou pelliculee

Cover title missing / Le titre de couverture manque

I I

Coloured maps / Cartes geographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /

Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /

Planches et/ou illustrations en couieur

Bound with other material /

Relie avec d'autres documents

Only edition available /

Seule Edition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion along

interior margin / La reliure serr6e peut causer r'B

I'ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la marge
int6rieure.

Blank leaves added during restorations may appear

within the text. Whenever possible, these have been
omitted from filming / Use peut que certaines pages
blanches ajout^es lors d'une restauration

apparaissent dans le texte, mais, lorsque cela ^tait

possible, ces pages n'ont pas 6t6 film6es.

Additional comments /

Commcntaires suppl^mentaires:

D
D
D

D

D

This item it filmad at th« reduction ratio checited laeiow /

Ce document est film4 au taux de rMuction indiqui c!-deasous.

L'Institut a microfilme le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a

ete possible de se procurer. Les details de cet exem-
plaire qui sont peut-etre uniques du point de vue bibli-

ographique, qui peuvent modifier une image reproduite,

ou qui peuvent exiger une modification dans la m6tho-
de normale de filmage sont indiqu6s ci-dessous.

I I

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

I I

Pages damaged / Pages endommagees

D Pages restored and/or laminated /

Pages restaurees et/ou pellicul6es

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed /

Pages decolor^es, tachetees ou piqu6es

\/1 Pages detached / Pages d6tachees

I

v/| Showthrough / Transparence

D
D
D

D

Quality of print varies /

Qualite inegale de I'impression

Includes supplementary material /

Comprend du materiel supplementaire

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata slips,

tissues, etc., have been refilmed to ensure the best

possible image / Les pages totalement ou
partiellement obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une
pelure, etc., ont 6te filmees a nouveau de fa^on a

obtenir la meilleure image possible.

Opposing pages with varying colouration or

discolourations are filmed twice to ensure the best

possible image / Les pages s'opposant ayant des
colorations variables ou des decolorations sont

film6es deux fois afin d'obtenir la meilleure image
possible.

1

lOx 14x 18x 22x 26x 30x

J
12x 16x 20x 24x 28x 32x

^^,,n.^vjgri^^SBH(iflii^



Th« copy filmed h«r* has b*«n reproduced thanks

to the gsnsrosity of:

D.B. Weldon Library

University of Western Ontario

The images appearing here are the best quality

possible considering the condition and legibility

of the original copy and in keeping with the

filming contract specificationa.

Original copies in printed paper covers are filmed

beginning with the front cover and ending on
the last page with a printed or illustrated impres-

sion, or the back cover when appropriate. All

other original copies »rm filmed beginning on the

first psge with a printed or Illustrated impres-

sion, and ending on the last page with a printed

or illustrated impression.

The last recorded frame on each microfiche

shall contain the symbol —^ (meaning "CON-
TINUED"), or the symbol (meening "END"),
whichever applies.

Maps, plates, charts, etc., may be filmed at

different reduction ratios. Those too large to be
entirely included in one exposure are filmed

beginning in the upper left hand corner, left to

right and top to bottom, as many frames as

required. The following diagrams illustrate the
method:

1 2 3

1 2

4 5

.1 •».jL^i.\K .* ifima - ..V ' «i iii^u^jih.



L'axamplaira film* fut raproduit grilce A la

gAnirosit* da:

D.B. Weldon Library

University of Western Ontario

Las imagas suivantas ont AtA raproduitas avac la

plus grand soin, compta tanu da la condition at
da la nattat* da Taxamplaira film*, at an
conformit* avac las conditions du contrat da
fiimaga.

Las axamplairas originaux dont la couvartura an
papiar aat imprimAa sont filmis an commandant
par la pramiar plat at an tarminant soit par la

darni*ra paga qui comporta una amprainta
d'imprassion ou d'illustration, soit par la sacond
plat, salon la eas. Tous las autras axamplairas
originaux sont fllmte an commandant par la

pramiAra paga qui comporta una amprainta
d'imprassion ou d'illustration at an tarminant par
la darniAr. paga qui comporta una talla

amprainta.

Un das symbolas suivants apparaitra sur la

darniira imaga da chaqua microficha, salon la

cas: la symbola '•^ signifia "A SUIVRE", la

symbola signifia "FIN".

Las cartas, planchas, tablaaux, ate. pauvant fttra

filmAs A das taux da reduction diffArants.

Lorsqua la documant ast trop grand pour Atra
raproduit an un saul clichA, il ast filmA A partir

da I'angla supAriaur gaucha, da gaucha A droite,

at da haut an bas, 9n pranant la nombra
d'imagas nAcassaira. Las diagrammas suivants
illustrant la mAthoda.

2 3

5 6

u'z.jik-- -^irr'mK 'K«ii»jBiSiiK>2» r.-Tfjh-



MICROCOPY RESOLUTION TEST CHART

(ANSI and ISO TEST CHART No. 2)

A APPLIED IN/HGE
'651 East Main Street
Roctiester, New York 14609 USA
t'16) <8? - 0300 - Pnone
(716) 288 - 5989 - Fox



J^obert Houte Stevenson

'i'*--,-

.•v*tf:?w; •

-^W^^^-^'^X^^



PRAYERS

m

jMWiiijwiWHiWuin



u mtimiA'mfx:^- ~-p%^ I' 'J m^ •%- t



t

PRAYERS
WRITTEN AT VAILIMA

BY

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON
WITH

AN INTRODUCTION

I'.Y

MRS. STEVENSON

1

TORONTO

THE MUSSON BOOK CO.

I. 'MITED



<^

i.

3074B8



r

INTRODI CTION

IN cTcrij Samoan housi hold the daif

is closed ivi*h pi-aifcr and the

si?iffi?i^ of hymns. The omission <f

this sacred duty rconld indicate, not

only a lack oj' religious trailing in

the house chief, bitt a shameless dis-

?'egard of all that is reputable in

Samoan social life. No doubt, to

many, the evening service is no more

than a duty fulfilled. The child who

says his prayer at his mother's knee

can have no real conceptioji of the

meaning of the words he lisps so

readily, yet he goes to his little bed

with a sense of heavenly protection

that he would miss were the prayer

forgotten. The average Samoan is

but a larger child in most things, and



would lay an uneasy head on his

wooden pillozv if he had not Joined,

even perfunctorily, in the evefiing-

service. With my hnsband, prayer,

the direct appeal, was a necessity.

Wlien he was happy he felt impelled

to offer thanks for that undeserved

joy ; when in sorrow, or pain, to call

for strength to bear what must be

borne.

Vailima lay up some three miles of

continual rise from Apia, and more

than half that distancefrom the near-

est village. It was a lo?ig wayfor a

tired man to xvalk down every even-

ing with the sole purpose ofjoining

in family worship; and the road

through the bush was dark, and, to

the Samoan imagination, beset with

supernatui'al terrors. Wherefore,

n:.
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as soon as our household had fallen

into a regular routine, and the bonds

of Samoan family life began to draw

us more closely together, Tusitalafclt

the necessity ofincluding our retainer's

in our evening devotions. I suppose

ours was the only white mans family

in all Samoa, except those of the

missionaries, where the day naturally

ended with this homely, patriarchal

custom. Not oidy were the religious

scruples of the natives satisfied, but,

what we did not foresee, our own re-

spectability—and incidentally that of

our retainers—becaine assured, and

the influence of Tusitala increased

tenfold.

After all wo?'k and meals were

finished, the 'pu,' or war conch, was

soundedfrom the back veranda and

Vll
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thefront, so that it might he heard by

all. I dont think it ever occurred to

us that there was anij incongruity in

the use of the war conchfor the peace-

ful invitation to prayer. In response

to its summons the white members of
the family took their usual places in

one end of the large hall, while the

Samoans—men, womeii, and children

—trooped in through all the open

doors, some carrying lanterns if the

evening wei^e dark, all moving quietly

anddroppingwith Sainoan decorum in

a wide semicircle on thefloor beneath

a great lamp that hung from the

ceiling. The service began by my son

reading a chapter from the Samoan
Bible, Tusitalafollowi?ig with a pratjer

in English, sometimes impromptu, but

more oftenfrom the notes in this little

viii
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book, interpolating or changing rath

the circumstances of the daij. Then

came the singing of one or more

hymns in the native tongue, and the

recitation in co7icert of the Lord's

Prayer, also in Savioan. Many
of these hymns rtrre set to ancient

tunes, very wild and warlike, and

strangely at variance with the mis-

sionary words.

Sometimes a passing hand of hostile

xcaiYiors, with blackenedfaces, would

peer in at us through the open

windows, and often we were foi'ced

to p)nuse until the strangely savage,

monotonous noise of the native drums

had ceased; but no Samoan, nor, I
trust, white j)erson, changed his

reverent attitude. Once, I remember

a look of suipriscd dismay crossing

IX



the countenance of Tusitala when my
son, contrary to his usual custom of
reading the next chapter folloxdng

that of yesterday, turned back the

leaves of his Bible to find a chapter

fiercely denunciatory, and only too

applicable to the foreign dictators of
distracted Samoa. On another occa-

sion the chief himself brought the

service to a sudden check. He had

Just learned of the treacherous con-

duct of one in whom he had every

reason t-j trust. That evening the

prayer seemed unusually short and
formal. As the singing stopped he

arose abruptly and left the room. I
hastened after him, fearing some

sudden illness. ' JVhat is it ? ' I asked.

' It is this,' was the reply ; ' / aw not

yet fit to say, " Forgive us our tres-
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passes as we forgive those ivho tres-

pass against us."
'

It is with natural reluctance that I

touch upon the last prayer of my
husband's life. Many have supposed

that he showed, in the wording of this

prayer, that he had some premonition

of his approaching death. I am sure

he had no such premonition. It was

I who told the assembled family that

Ifelt an impending disaster approach-

ing nearer and nearer. A?iy Scot

will understand that my statement

was received seriously. It could not

be, we thought, that danger threat-

ened any one within the house ; but

Mr. Graham Balfour, my husbands

cousin, very near and dear to us, was

away on a perilous cruise. Ourfears

followed the various vessels, viore or

XI



less unseaicorthy, in w/iic/t he xvas

making his xvayjyom island to island

to the atoll nhcre the exiled king,

Mataaja, ivas at that time imprisoned.

In viy husbands last pratjer, the

night before his death, he asked that

•we should be given strength to bear
the loss of tins dear friend, should
such a sorrow befall us.

I
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PRAYERS
FOR SUCCESS

LORD, behold our family here

J assembled. We thank Thee
for this place in which we dwell;

for the love that unites us; for

the peace accorded us this day; for

the hope with which we expect the

morrow; for the health, the work,

the food, and the bright skies, that

make our lives delightful; for our
friends in all parts of the earth, and
our friendly helpers in this foreign isle.

Let peace abound in our small com-
pany. Purge out of every heart the

lurking grudge. Gi e us grace and
strength to forbear and to persevere.

Offenders, give us the grace to accept

and to forgive offenders. Forgetful



ourselves, help us to bear elieerfuUy

the for<^etfulness of otiiers. Give us

courage and gaiety and the quiet

mind. Spare to us our friends, soften

to us our enemies. lUess us, if it

may be, in all our innocent endea-

.^ours. If it may not, give us the

strength to encounter that which is

to come, that we be brave in peril,

constant in tribulation, ten perate in

wrath, and in all changes of fortune,

and, down to the gates of death, loyal

and loving one to another. As the

clay to the potter, as the windmill to

the wind, as children of their sire, we

beseech of Thee this help and mercy

for '^'lu'ist's sake.
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I'OR (;kace

GRANT tliat we here hct'ore

Thee iHcay be set free from
the fear of vicissitude and the fear of
death, may finish what remains be-

fore us of our course with t dis-

ijonour to ourselves or hurt to others,

and, when the day comes, may die in

peace. Deliver us from fear and
favour

:
from mean hopes and cheap

pleasuics. Have mercy on each in

his deficiency
; let him be not cast

down; support the stumbling on
the way, and give at last rest to the

weary.
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AT MOKXINC;

THE day returns and brings us

the petty round of irritating

concerns and duties. Help us to

play the man, lielp us to perform

them with laughter and kind faces,

let cheerfulness abound with in-

dustry. Give us to go blithely on

our business all this day, bring us to

our resting beds weary and content

and undishonoured, and grant us in

the end the gift of sleep.

r K^iJ: BS''.." uiz'mriii\ s
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EVENING

WE come before Thee, O
Lord, in the end of thy

day with thanksgiving.

Our beloved in the far parts of tlie

earth, those who are now beirinnin<'

the hibours of the day what time we
end them, and these with whom the

srn now stands at the point of noon,

bless, help, console, and prosper

them.

Our guard is relieved, the service

of the day is over, and the hour
come to rest. We resign into thy

hands our sleeping bodies, our cold

hearths, and open doors. Give us

to awake with smiles, give us to

labour smiling. As tlie sun returns

in the east, so let our patience be

renewed with dawn; as the sun



lightens the world, so let our loving-

kindness make bright this house of

our habitation.
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ANOTHER FOR EVENING

LORD, receive our supplications

_j for tliis house, family, and

country. Protect the innocent, re-

strain the greedy and the treacherous,

lead us out of our tribulation into a

quiet land.

Look down upon ourselves and

upon our absent dear ones. Help us

and them
; prolong our days in peace

and honour. Give us healtii, food,

bright weatiier, and light hearts. In

what we meditate of evil, frustrate

our will; in what ofgood, furtiicr our

endeavours. Cause injuries to be for-

got and benefits to be remembered.

Let us lie down without fear and

awake and arise witii exultation.

For his sake, in wiiose words we
now conclude.



IN TIME OF RAIN

WE thank Thee, Lord, for the

glory of the late days and

the excellent face of thy sun. We
thank Thee for good news received.

We thank Thee for the pleasures

we have enjoyed and for those we

have been able to confer. And now,

when the clouds gather and the rain

impends over the forest and our

house, permit us not to be cast down;

let us not lose the savour of past

mercies and past pleasures ; but, like

the voice of a bird singing in the

rain, let grateful memory survive

in the hour of darkness. If there

be in front of us any painful duty,

strengthen us with the grace of

courage ; if any act of mercy, teach

us tenderness and patience.

!l,
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ANOTHER IX TIME OF 1 AIN

10RD, Thou sendest down rain

J upon the uncounted miUions

of the forest, and givest the trees to

drink exceedingly. We are here

upon this isle a few handfuls of

men, and how many myriads upon

myriads of stalwart trees ! Teach

us the lesson of the trees. The sea

around us, which this rain recruits,

teen" with the race of fish ; teach

us. Lord, the meaning of the fishes.

Let us see ourselves for what we

are, one out of the countless number

of the clans of thy handiwork. When
we would despair, let us remember

that these also please and serve

Thee.



BEFORE A TEMPORARY SEPARATIOJ^

TO-DAY we go fortli separate,

some of us to pleasure, some
of us to worship, some upon duty.

Go with us, our guide and angel;

hold Thou before us in our divided

paths the mark of our low calling,

still to be true to what small best we
can attain to. Help us in that, our

maker, the dispenser of events

—

Thou, of the vast designs, in which

we blindly labour, suffer us to be so

far constant to ourselves and our

beloved.

m
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roil rniENDs

FOR our absent loved ones we

implore thy loving-kindness.

Keep them in life, keep them in

growing honour ; and for us, grant

that we remain worthy of their love.

For Christ's sake, let not our be-

loved blush for us, nor we for them.

Grant us but that, and grant us

courage to endure lesser ills un-

siiaken, and to accept death, loss,

and disappointment as it were straws

upon the tide of life.

II
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FOR THE FAMILY

A ID US, if it be thy will, in our

jLX, concerns. Pliive mercy on
this land and innocent people. Help
them who this day contend in dis-

appointment with their frailties.

Bless our family, bless our forest

house, bless our island helpers. Thou
who hast made for us this place of

ease and hope, accept and inflame

our gratitude ; help us to repay, in

service one to another, the debt of
thine unmerited benefits and mer-
cies, so that, when the period of our

stewardship draws to a conclusion,

when the windows begin to be dark-

ened, when the bond of the family is

to be loosed, there shall be no bitter-

ness of remorse in our farewells.

Help us to look back on the long

12
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way that Tliou hast brought us, on

the long days in which we have been

served, not according to our deserts,

but our desires ; on the pit and the

miry chiy, tlie hhickness of despair,

tiie horror of misconduct, from wliich

our feet have been plucked out. For

our sins forgiven or prevented, for

our shame unpublished, we bless and

thank Thee, O God. Help us yet

again and ever. So order events, so

strengthen our frailty, as that day by

day we shall come before Thee with

this song of gratitude, and in the

end we be dismissed with honour.

In their weakness and their fear, the

vessels of thy handiwork so pray to

Thee, so j)raise Tliee. Amen.
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SUNDAY

WE beseech Thee, Lord, to be-

hold us with favour, folk of

many families and nations gathered

together in the })eace of this roof,

weak men and women subsisting

under the covert of thy patience.

Be patient still ; suffer us yet awhile

longer;—with our broken purposes

of good, with our idle endeavours

against evil, suffer us awhile longer

to endure, and (if it may be) help us

to do better. Bless to us our extra-

ordinary mercies; if the day come
when these must be taken, brace us

to play the man under affliction, iie

with our friends, be with ourselves.

Go with each of us to rest ; if any

awake, temper to them the dark

hours of watching; and when the

14
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day returns, return to us, our sun

and comforter, and call us up with

morning faces and with morning

hearts—eager to labour—eager to

be happy, if happiness shall be our

portion—and if the day be marked

for sorrow, strong to endure it.

We thank Thee and praise Thee ;

and in tlie words of him to whom
this day is sacred, close our oblation.

15
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FOR SELF-UI.AMK

tORD, enligliten us to see the

J beam that is in our own eye,

and blind us to tlie mote that is

in our brother's. Let us feel our

offences witli our hands, make them

great and bright before us like the

sun, make us eat them and drink

them for our diet. Blind us to the

offences of our beloved, cleanse them

from our memories, take them out

of our mouths for ever. Let all

here before Thee carry and measure

with the false balances of love, and

be in their own eyes and in all con-

junctures the most guilty. Help us

at the same time with the grace of

courage, that we be none of us cast

down when we sit lamenting amid

the ruins of our happiness or our

i6
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integrity: toucfi us with fire fioni

the altar, that we may be up and
doing to rebuild our city : in the
name and by the method of him
in whose words of prayer we now
conclude.
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roll SKLF-FOUOF.TFri.KESS

IOllD, the creatures of thy hand,

^ thy disinherited children,

come hefore Tliee with their inco-

lierent wishes and regrets :
Children

we arc, children we shall be, till our

mother the earth hath fed upon our

bones. Accept us, correct us, guide

us, thy guilty innocents. Dry our

vain tears, wipe out our vain resent-

ments, help our yet vainer efforts.

If there be any here, sulkmg as

children will, deal with and enlighten

him. Make it day about that person,

so that he shall see himself and be

ashamed. Make it heaven about him,

Lord, by the only way to heaven,

forgetfulness of self, and make .t

day about his neighbours, so that

they shall help, not lunder him.

i8
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FOll UKXEWAL OF JOY

WE are evil, O God, and help

us to see it and amend.

We are good, and help us to be

better. Look down upon thy ser-

vants with a patient eye, even as

Thou sendest sun and rain ; look

down, call upon the dry bones,

(juicken, enliven ; recreate in us the

soul of service, the spirit of peace

;

renew in us the sense of joy.
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