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St. Matthew, XOth Chapter, and latter part of 8th Verse.

Freely ye have received, Freely give.

There is a very peculiar circumstance respecting the

propagation of the Gospel, which can scarcely fail, I think,

to arrest the attention, even of the most cursory student of

history,—though it may well excite both wonder and curio-

sity. The circumstance to which 1 allude is this :-^the amaz^
in^ly wide and rapid diffusion of the Goepel during the

rlier centuries after our Blessed Lord's ascension into

j.eaven,—and its comparatively slow and trijling progress

Af'ing the middle and latter centuries. In the course of

^ vciy few years, as we read, the religion of Jesus Christ

had more or less pervaded the whole Roman empire ; and

had likewise made successful inroads among the neighboiir-

ing nations, both barbarous and civilized. In the course of

little more than three centuries, it had extended far and

wide. But it might well be asked,—what has since been

•effected, which will bear any resemblance or proportion to

the earlier triumphs of the Cross of our Blessed Redeemer ?

What I have here mentioned, brethren, though it may
serve to produce abundant speculation, is, itself, a mere

naked matter of fact ; and however we may account for it

—

however we may regret it,—still nothing can be more clear,

than that the progress of the Gospel has for many past ages

been comparatively small. Individually, some conquests

have been made by the pious and laborious men who have

undertaken the mighty task,—-and to the humble Christian

the tidings of late from many devoted labourers in the East,

are cheering indeed, and delightful. But still, if wc look

at many parts of the habitable world, or even cast our eye

over only the whole of Southern Asia, what do we behold ?

M
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however, when wo look back to the carLr^^I? •
'

cannot but say, what are a few thousand;Is.tri'nr
:hr^ttrtToS„r!rtr;^^^^^^^^^
nary as this fact may anncar i i« » ./

^xtraordi-

...is »ub^ct.' "Ct'x tt;;™u' ;,: ri^r^ r?abe and willina to dwoll n, ,,
"^J"" '" '"" ''"«'. "r" holh

literal prophecfes on tis ani^.i'r" .'''" "^"""ivo and

his Epistle to the lloti^d 15tV Ve'ir 'vf"f',7,,°'casting away of them (^vi/ <hp loJ\ i li ^^ ' " ^"c

kingdL,) ..freetreS'\e:/.r^T;ri:Vl^r"^a:

h;t: d'fnd'roTt""^'
""^"" "'^'' "»"' -« dot '„"

.

i V. iiiij uie enlargement and prosperity of tJio
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(Jliurch of Christ. Fsaiuh plainly (K;clur(;s, '• That in the
last days, the mountain of the Lord's House shall bo estab-

lisiicd in the top of the mounlains ; and all nations shall

flow unto it." And apiiii, " The Earth sliall be lull of the

knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the seas." And
again, another prophet, (Zuch.) <' The Lord shall be King
over all ihe earth ; in that day shall there be one Lord, and
His name one."

The words before us were spoken by our Blessed i^ord

Himself to His Disciples, when He sent them forth to preach
the Gos|)el—to heal the sick—to raise the dead :

—" Freely
ye have received—freely give." I have selected this pas-
sage of Holy Scripture, not so much with a design of enter-
ing into a particular explanation concerning its original mean-
ing or application ; but rather, at this time, to apply it to all

who hear me,—as suggesting niany very proper and useful
rellections to us, who, by the rapid course of revolving time,
have, through the good Providence of God, been brought, so
very lately, to enjoy a season most interesting to the mem-
bers of the Church in this Diocese,— I mean the annual
meeting of the Diocesan Church Society ; a season, like-

wise, in which it is our duly seriously to consider whether
we have been faithful—whether, in our several stat »ns, we
have done all we could do, freely to give to others the
means of grace—the gospel's j<iyful sound, as we liave

freely received through the kindness of others ;—For, my
Christian friends, every passing year brings us nearer that
eventful day when we must meet, not to consult or devise
what we shall do, but to render an account of what we hcwe
done ;—not to pass judgment upon others, but to be judged
ourselves ! And when we consider how nmch of the world
still lieth in wickedness—how many members of our own
primitive Church even, arc mingled in settlements, thinly
scattered throughout this our Province, who, in happier
days, in their native towns, were wont to go with the multi-
tude to God's House of prayer, but must now, in sadness
dwell only upon the recollection of , .*st religious enjoy-
ments,—are we not compelled to infer, that too many have
not rightly considered the Christian's obligation, " to do
good and to conununicute, knowing that with such sacrifices

God is well pleased ;" and that, as Christians, they have

IMOH
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Paul snys. '< lalmurcrs tngclhrr with (iod," and to have n.
reived their nulhorily to this rcsponsil)' oflirc from the
hnnds of thow who drsired not " to run before they were
sent,'' but who were " cnllod of C^od as was Aaron ;" and
eimm to hav»> received, in an unbroken line, from the hands
of the Apostles, their commission to send forth labourers
rnto the vineyard of the I.ortt ;—from ihe hands, indeed, of
those very Apostles who, in the Chapter from which our
text IS taken, were sent by the Chief Shepherd and Bishop
01 our souls, JosHs Crist our Saviour and Redeemer; and
who afterwards by Ilim were autliori/.cd and commanded to
send forth others

! «' As the Father hath sent me," said the
Blessed Jesus, " even so send 1 you." « Co ye, therefore,
mtu all the world, ana preach the Gospel to every creature

^^V?l ^a"^
^'*'* y°" always, even unto the end of the

world
! A • -*ch, whose Liturgy—in its language—iis sen-

timents—its Irines—its adaptation to social worship, and
Its suitableness to inspire and to express rational and fervent
tlevotion, IS, to say the least, as near perfection as human
elTort has c i yet a.rived. And whi-re we «' hold fast this
form of sound words," and depart not from the standards
o* such a Church, we shall rest firm and sc^- -> a the " faith
once delivered to the Saints,"—since, I jc.icve, that upon a
diligent and candid comparison, it will be found tltat what-
ever the Church teaches her members to receive, has the
sanction of the Word of God ; and that, therefore, when we
contend earnestly for the one, we shall, of necessity, be en-
g'iged in defence of the other also. The time allowed
to such exercises as the present, will rot admit of my nowr
dwelling longer upon the excellencies of the Church, whicl>
l^as, through the liberality of others, hitherto been continued
amongst us

; suffice it, however, to say, that the members of
the Church of our aiT«?ciions need never be afraid to exi^mine
the evidences by whii;h the peculiarities of their system are
supported, for they ie?t upon a basis which has withstood
the storms and .evolutions of ages ; and the more they ure
made the subject of inquiry, the stronger will be our convic-
tion of the u-uths which they establish. Having, then, freely
received such a Church, it is but an act of justice and of gra-
titude—-it is our bounden duty, not only to defend her sacred
lormulanes, but to do our part freely to give them to others,
and to transmit them, unimpaired, to the latest generation !

I
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Kvcr remomLcring, that the institnlions of rHi-ion aro no<and should not hejiko ,he employments oflho Zl '

assumed at one time, and then liid'a ide aceordL to ii;c.-.p.-.ce and fancies of the moment. No ' C ?n thovembraee the duties which we owe to God and onr V. .

^

' creatures
;
they urge the doctrines upon vvhLh the F ernni

wh'inh oa i^u.'.^r ' ^"^^ undetiled relifi^ionwhch, as Christians, we cannot butprav will soon « fi I ti,„earth as the waters cover the sea >'' A,p , L? i

^

as Churchmen, casting in, Taccordin/fo thr'
"'^ ^'^''''^','

which God has blessed vo . fr. w ? ,
.•
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tutions which have Lerin^I'Je of nir^ ? '^''''' '''''^'

the bulwarks of our mos" Jolvfith .Cr . T^ r^'^'^^^^'^on

countless numbers Xt^^^:^^:^:':^^ t
Wbtnirwilh TlT'

^°"^'"'^' ^'^' faLl^aiifweL
nf IJfpTa a

''^ precious consolations of the Word

men, and "according „s God has prospeTed vou '' „Tvonng to advance the usefulnessTd'^TlCv of 2
soon ,1 h T^ '"'° '""'=' "«= ™™"' »W™'s whTch as

each individual must be, and ought to be, the juZ Bu^Jhis I do say-and say it on the authorit; of the Gosne1-that every man who professes to be a disciple of Christ

~
bound by that profession .0 appropriate a' portion of 'his

I
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Dspel

—

hrist, is

of his

worldly gooils to some charitable pcrpose ;—every man ac-
cording to his ability, is (to use the language of Scripture)
bound " to send relief unto the brethren," and more espe-
cially if the relief required be the bread of life—the Word
of God—the Gospel of Jesus Christ !—which is indeed now
required and asked for by many whose lot is cast in some
distant settlement in this Province, and from whence calls
have been repeatedly made for help—for a supply of duties,
from some faithful Minister of the Gospel, or even from'
some well-instructjd Schoolmaster

; but, for the want of
means, those calls, ii. too many instances, remain still un-
answered. The fields in many a retired corner of our Pro-
vince are white already to the harvest, but the ' labourers
are hvi.'" The question is—shall these pressing calls be
heard by us in vain ? Can you turn away your ears, and
harden your hearts, against the cries and entreaties of your
friends—of your brethren ? But again : We, of this Dir
cese, have long '< freely received " from the funds of that
venerable Society in the Mother Country, which now for
well nigh a century and a half, have been doing good end
communicating to others. From that source we have, for
many years, annually received many thousands of pounds

—

doing good, in a temporal sense, to many—and in a spiritual
sense, we trust, to not a h\\. Like a kind, indulgent Parent,
that Society has long provided for the children of the Church
in these Provinces

; but now that there are many younger
branches of the same family looking for, and depending upon
assistance from the funds of that same venerable Parent, the
law of nature, and the dictates of reason—of affection, and
of gratitude, seem to demand, that the elder children provide
for themselves. To the liberality of that generous Society
it must be chiefly attributed that so many Churches have
been erected in this our land, and consecrated to the glory
and worship of the Greet Jehovah, in whose sacred temples
our forefathers (many of them now no more) were wont on
Holy days io " assemble and meet together" to hear God's
most Holy Word—to pray unto and praise the Lamb of God
that taketh away sin, and to worship the Holy, Blessed and
Glorious Trinity ! but whose once much loved bodies now
lie mouldering with their kindred dust, beneath—or in con-
secrated fields, around—those Holy Buildings, waiting for
the sound of the archangel's trump summoning the dead
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before the Throne of God ' ConM / «
to speak, how would i^Z bless U^e uZ """'l^'

^^^'"'"^^
of those best of friends who In r "^Y^"-''"''" 'it^erality
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bounty of the Society for ttoT '
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native land, they we.' accus onnd ?^ ^''^"'/'^^' '" ^^^^'^

joyful sound, would, for the vv-lnt f
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have sunk into the heatlent'n or I ? , ^'T' '"^^^^^tion,
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of salvation to such, os, even in this Diocese, do not enjoy
them. This is the object for which you are now addressed,
an object of the first importance—an object connected with
the salvation of the soul, the soul for which the Saviour
died ! May the blessed Spirit of God assist me, and bring
home the word spoken to the heart of each and every one
here present. All ChurchnT^n know, or ought to know,
the importance of striving lo save souls, and of labouring
for this grand o" ject, with unity and zeal. All know the
responsibility resting upon them, freely to give as they
have freely received—to endeavour in every holy way to

increase the prosperity, to lengthen the cords, and strength-

en the stakes of the Ciiurch of our affections, especially in

our own land—and it would seem to be but an idle employ-
ment of words, to say, that this is one great object, for the

accomplishment of which ou'- Diocesan Church Society was
formed. Knowing, therefore, as all do, that the great duty
of love to our neighbour, is never more dcliglitfully or more
usefully displayed, than when the results of its performance
extend into eternity, by giving to fellow men, through the

means of grace, the " hope of glory,"—a question naturally

arises,—what is the condition in which the Diocesan Church
Society actually is at this present lime ? Is it such as, al-

tho' but young, even its age, the manner in which it was
first formed, the wealth of Churchmen, (certainly not less

than that of Dissenters,) their intelligence, their liberality,

their piety, would lead a stranger to suppose ? If its condi-

tion be such, then surely more ministering servants of Christ

ought to be stationed in our destitute settlements, or at

least, some few Messengers of the Holy Gospel, fully pro-

vided for, whose duty it would be to go from place to place

in our Province, proclaiming to their perishing brethren the

sacred truths of salvation. You of this city, by experience,

know but little of the cheerless hours of those who pass

Sabbath after Sabbath without an opportunity of hearing
God's holy word, without the cheering and blessed comfort
of joining with their fellow christians, in some consecrated
house of prayer ; and " with one consent making their com-
mon supplications" unto that common Father of us all, who
is in Heaven, beseeching Him, in all time of their tribulation,

in the hour of death and in the day of judgment, for His
dear Soi ; sake, to deliver and to have mercy upon them ;

I



f

I

12

"•th thanksg Vma and !„.„ iJ
^°"S'~io enter nto his ™ip.

or sickness alone, all must all^
^"<=°""'«'-') Pover-y a^>„c

nature to bear,-„h ""l " "T'd ''o hard for h„ma?,'

Sorh"" '"^ -P "f hiniitr^r """^''' ""«

rowsH'.h
'^''"' «"''« ">e great" aL ^ '.^ P'^' "'"i sick

JOB'S ,.T those consolations nf „r • °""""'on to l,is sor-
ful Minister seeks to 11 i i

'*'"" "'"' which hi» 4T

of Christ's most holy relSio! f%? n'"
""^ •=on^oIations

'est upon the headslof whom J^X^^'""^ °' "''ich will

my Christian bre^^Softs
i^i!^

"^ '"^
"^T^ -^'tfT::!-various Injuries ofwhich anrf^

^ ' I ''"^' ^'°'" "'e many a„rf
which-blessed as these S r™ 't^

"^•'<' '"d ™n,me?ce of
•-•elj', might be spared to

''''"""' """y-nTude
bread of life. CoulH .,

?'™ '» "^e hunRrv so,, .
'

wliich the l.umbleMtr„" ;""»»' '"« ^cenfs'of sorrow
his labours, J am rl,„fi? ^ ™^®'« «'"! in the co,,Z r
withhold his mi e4„" ,irwr,?T '-- present wouldso the rugged path of lach a?. ' ^'"'"^ contributoI°h"
might be made somewhat s,„2l '''^'>'J'»«llor through ,Te™ed at the close, by <^Z^^^SlfJ^Z'"''''']''''^'^Tuins 01 the gospel. Such

K



:/ieerIcss Sab-
'ven upon the
'W very ,„an^
t the blessed
le before the
nto his gates
se." Pover-
'verty ahne,
(J for human
'ted, would
>or and sick
to Jiis sor-
^h Im hah-
on of bles-

ire at rest !

y suffering

ft of those
irn ? God
denomina-
own Min-
ither parts
le Church
.eyes, and
ittle more
'Vhile, the
r last ac-

isolations

hich will

'horn but
'y given.
pon you,
any and
merce of
lo httle,

!oul the

sorrow
>urse of

would
3—that

^'i life

bright-

Such

13

scenes are fre<iuent. From very many such, [ will now se-
lect one, and that in the person of a native of what we
proudly call our Mother Country. This person was much
attached to his native land, and to the religion of his fore-
fathers. His house was many miles from my residence, in
the heart of the wilderness, whither he had been forced to
go, to seek a support for his family,—separated as he thus
was from all the endearing ties, of what he stiil called
Home,—and unable to go up, as was once his practice, to
the House of God on holy days, his spirits became dejected

;

his family was large, his circumstances straitened, and ren-
dered more embarrassing from a long illness. I had seen
him often—but on this occasion had been called to see him,
and to baptize his infant child. I found him evidently fast
drawing near his last conflict with the king of terrors

!

Here then was a scene of distress which would have touch-
ed the most unfeeling heart, and at the remembrance of
which the soul is still " cast down" ! In one corner of the
only room in the house lay the father in the agonies of
death,-—in another the eldest daughter on a bed of suffer-
ing, to which she had been confined for some weeks,
from another the disconsolate wife had, with her infant
child, only a few days old, slowly moved, that she might
kneel beside her dying husband, and present for his parting
blessing the last pledge of their affection, (just dedicated to
God in Baptism,) and join in prayer that his soul might be
received, for Jesus' sake, into the Kingdom of Heaven.
Where, I ask, then, if not here, were required those conso-
lations which our most holy religion affords ? These, surely,
stood in need of the comfort which the hope of another and
better world holds out to the Christian

; and to their aching
bosoms no truth could be so cheering as the knowledge of a
life beyond the grave,—where every tear, for Jesus' sake,
shall be wiped from every eye, and sorrow, separation, and
death, be known no more. I remained with the family for
some lime, and returned to my home about midnight.
The next day I heard of his death ! Shnll then, I ask, the
consolations of religion, for want of funds, be denied to
such sufferers? God forbid! Freely ye have received
freely give—that so some travelling Missionary of the Gos-
pel, as also more resident Clergymen, may be "engaged and
r)rovided for, and thus others be partakers of your joy !
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Arc (here any here in this holy buihiing who doubt the
power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to give relief in the time
of sorrow and affliction ? Ah ! my brethren, thousands
there are who could testify to the happv effects upon their
minds from the precious truths of that sacred Gospel. Even
he who now addresses you^ could refer, if time would al-
low, to not a few he has met with in the course of his mi-
nistry, whose eyes (even while their bodies were racked
with pain, and weeping friends around them) were yet
bri-rhtened up with hope at the recollection of a happy

of sinners

!

home, in the bosom of the willing Saviour
l-rom many such cases I will now select one, and that in
the early death, a few short months since, of a fellow labou-
rer, a lamented brother in the ministry.* He had left his
native land and bid farewell to a widowed mother, and an
only brother, that he might preach the Gospel to others at
a distance

! The effects of the severity of our unsteady
climate, and the exposure of the Missionary in the perform-
ance of his arduous duties, were soon visible upon his con-
stitution,—and ere a very little while it was but too evi-
dent that "consumption had marked him for her own."
At first, (with all that fondness peculiar to the people of
his nation, for their fatherland,) the thought seemed chill-
ing to his soul, that his body would have to sleep fn the
silent tomb, far from the graves of his foreftithers, and
moulder into dust in a foreign soil. In him, brethren, fi-
nally, the power of the blessed Gospel was eminently con-
spicuous,—for when he recalled to mind the sacred truth,
that the body must rise again ! and that, for Jesus' sake,
there would be a reunion with those we love in another, and
a happier world, he was enabled to sav, in the language
of Scripture : « O heavenly Father, not my will but Thine
be done !" and to die in peace ! I feel I have already tres-
passed so long upon your time, that 1 am therefore compel-
led to omit much which I wished to have added, in the
conclusion of this discourse. What I would now say is—
If any of you, my christian friends, have ever felt, when
sorrow was pressing down your soul, when affliction's hand
was on you, when death appeared near your own persons,
or had deprived you of some much loved relative or friend.
IlUny of you (as I trust you have) in such seasons of sor-

The Rcvd, Mr. Wciiibecr of Berlin. /y^«> /^*»cx<^- /Vv^fr—»»«.»-^:z^
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row, Imve ever fell the comfort of religion, and heard her

" still small voice" whispering to your hearts, " vhy art

thou cast down,'' and " trust yet in God," " cast your care

upon Him for He careth for you." Surely, it must be your

desire, that this, the only help in time of trouble, might be

known unto all,—God's saving health unto every nation,

every individual. Remember, we proceed not far on life's

varied journey, before we find the truth of what many bo-

fore us have experienced, that " man is born to trouble,"

that the world, the wilderness through which our journey

lies to the promised land, is full of sorrows, temptations, and

disappointments. Neither riches, nor greatness, nor wis-

dom, nor strength, can secure us from the huad of affliction,

or alone support us under its weight of sorrow. In a mo-

ment the hand of disease may deprive us of our best and

truest friends—death may rob us of all that is near and dear

to us on earth, and render both our houses and our hearts

the abode of deep affliction ! At such a time the voice of

comfort from worldly men cannot reach the seal of sorrow,

nor turn the house of mourning into joy ! The still small

voice of religion alone can remove the burden, or support

us under it. Will any then refuse freely to give, that so

this never failing source of comfort may be made known to

every being in distress ? It is to be hoped not.

Not long have we our dwelling in the world of sin and

temptation, before our souls are made to taste the bitterness

of having gone astray from the commandments of God
;

and when the sinner's heart is wounded within him, from a

deep sense of his many transgressions ; when he feels and

knows in his own conscience, the awful curse of God

against the soul that sinneth and continueth therein ; it re-

quires a voice more kind and friendly than the voice of

man, to speak peace to his troubled conscience, to calm

the tempest of his almost despairing soul ! To the Gospel

alone it belongs to heal the wounded spirit, that so the

bones which have been broken may rejoice. And it is the

Gospel alone which to the sorrowing father when stretched

upon his bed of death, surrounded by a train of weeping

helpless children, which can whisper these consoling words,

" leave your fatherless children to me, and I will protect

them, and let your widows trust in me." When old age

comes on, with all the wants and sorrows peculiar to that

/
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helpless pcriol of life, it is the Gospel vvhici, nkcs known
this sacrod truth, that " God will not forsake Uu servants
when they are old and grey-headed,"—for when theii

strength faileth them, His rod and staff will support their

declining years ; and even through the dark valley of the
shadow of death, will defend and comfort them !" Hov,-
thankful then ought we to be, if in the most distant way
we could be the means of conveying to one distressed sin-

ner, to one dying father, or to one weak and aged pilgrim,
these comfortable truths !

And now my Christian brethren, if ever, amidst thn
sorrows and vicissitudes of this ever varying life, you have
found, or still find, abundant consolation from the Gospel
of your God,—if under the terrors of a wounded con-
science, you can behold a hiding place from the storm ; a
peaceful asylum in the cross of Christ Jesus from every
temptation,—if by the bed of a dying parent, or at the
oft frequented grave of some departed parent, husband,
wife, or child, or friend, you can wipe away your tears in

consequence of the prospect of a sure and certain hope of
the resurrection to eternal life through Jesus Christ,—I b(

seech you to remember from whence all these consolatiorii

flow—from the precious, the blessed promises, freely give.i

to you in the glad tidings of the Gospel. And this Gosp'.i

can be conveyed to our suffering and sinful fellow crea-
tures, in no purer form, or sounder faith, than that of our
own Apostolical Church.

If you then know the value of these blessed, thong!
too much neglected privileges, then grudge not a little o.

this world's goods, to communicate so great a blessing to

other pilgrims and strangers upon earth. " Freely ye have
received, freely give."

And now to God the Fuiher. Sfc.
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