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PRESS RELEASE o COMMUNIQUE

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS CANADA MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES EXTERIEURES

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE,
THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 1963.
A.16

The Secretary of State for External Affairs, the
Honourable Paul Martin, announced today that Tun Abdul Razak
bin Hussain, Deputy Prime Minister of the Federation of
Malaya, will visit Ottawa on April 29 and 30. This is the
first visit of the Deputy Prime Minister to Canada. The
Malayan Prime Minister, Tunku Abdul Rahman, visited Canada
in October, 1960.

Tun Razak will be accompanied by Dato Ong Yoke Lin,
the Malayan Ambassador to Washington, Thong Yaw Hong, Under-
Secretary of the Economic Planning Unit in the Prime Minister!s
Department, Abdul Ghafar bin Baba, Chief Minister of Malacca,
and Abdul Azizbin Hussein, personal assistant to the Deputy
Prime Minister.

Tun Razak is, as well as Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of Defence and Minister of Rural Development and
Malaya's chief negotiator in discussions relating to Malaysia;
Malaysia is the proposed rederation of Malaya, Singapore,
North Borneo, Sarawak and Brunei, which is to come into
being on August 31, 1963.

Tun Razak will meet with Canadian Ministers and
officials during his two-day visit and depart for New York
on April 30.




TUN_ABDUL RAZAK

Tun Razak was born on March 11, 1922, at Pulau
Keladi, Pekan, Pahang. He was educated at Malay College,
Kuala Kangsar and Raffles College, Singapore.

During the Japanese occupation he joined Force 136,
Malay Resistance Movement "Wataniah", and held the rank of
captain in that Force. After its disbandment in 1945, he
was appointed Assistant District Officer in Raub, Pahang.

In 1947 he was awarded ¢ scholarship to study law
in England at Lincoln's Inn. He was called to the Bar in
1950.

In 1949 he attended the first World Assembly of
Youth as representative from the Federation of Malaya.

He was elected the leader of the United Malaya
National Organization (UNMO), Youth Section, as one of its
vice-presidents. In 1951 he was elected Deputy President
of UMNO and has held that position since then.

In 1951 he was appointed an unofficial member of
the Federal Legislative Council and served until 1955.

In June 1955 he resigned from the Civil Service to
contest the first Federal Elections and was elected to the
constituency of Semantan in Pazhang, his home state.

During the period from 1955 until independence he
was Minister of Education. He was a member of the Merdeka
(Independence) Mission to London and was appointed Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Defence on Independence Day
on August 31, 1957.

In February 1959 Prime Minister Tunku Abdul Rahman
resigned from the post of Prime Minister to devote his full
time to campaigning for the General Elections as head of his
political party. Tun Abdul Razak served as Prime Minister

during that period until after the victory of his party,
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the Alliance, in August 1959. In the same elections, he was
returned again.

In December 1959 he became Minister of Rural
Development, in addition to hLolding a portfolio of Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Defence. He launched the
rural development programme in 1960 and was responsible for

over-all national development.
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