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'I‘HE TRIUMPH OF GENIUS,

" cuapTER 1.
7} ENIUS, God-lxlge. heaven-inspired ge
@ nius, maokind will ever worshij
thee ! It matters not where thou
~ttrt. found—whether in the more elevate
' pheres of society, bnrht shining, co-
‘mingled with wealth and grandeur, o1
beneath the rouah exterior- of poverty.
. where not even the light of edueation
has penetrated, even lhele thou wilt b
coufessed ! for thou ait. not like the un-
wrought diamond which waits for th
‘hand of the lapidary 10 produce thos:
dazzling rays of. beamy; but, like the
' glonous sun/which of itself barststhrong!
" the dmkness, and poma lorth ]wht and

- glory over the universc.
' Let. us glunce for a_moment at the
T ly life of young Warren Gray, and

tell »ct, \VI“ tnumph over al

TORONTO, JANUARY,’ ,118*49.- o

streumh -of lmaanw.uon, aud |

T iNoS K

his lot. Ere the stars paled in the i
lawning mwht he be seen commencmg ;
iis daily tasks, and w hea the gentle twi-
iight passed away, and the beavens,
were again resplendent with the ‘coupte
less gems of night, still the f'mmer-boy'
=eased not from his wil. ko was to ald
his honest but poor parents in the sups .’
sort of a farge and helpless family that
he thus laboured ;:ever bearing within "
himn a spirit ﬁntwnnrr as the caged bird, -
to brenk away from its narrow conﬁnes‘ o
and soar to that eminence {o \\hl(.'h the
hg t of inborn genins mmketl the way.
I have sail the parents of Warren‘
_iray were poor—;hey were: so—)e" ‘
on, thern poverty barred: the: deor, y

v verty and hardslups were f"?"‘
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ren had evinced but little in common
. with other children. He wasevergive
to deep and serivus thought, and rarely
mingled with sporis of boyhood, bui
- chose nature for his friend and compan-
fon. He saw that all around him was
beautiful and glorious, and his young
heart delighted therein ; but as yet hei
~ loveliness was to ki as some beauieous
pageaut, for education bau not taught
him to read her charms aright. :
The young children wanted brend—
therefore no money had farmer Gray
to bestow upon his son ; and ofien would
poor Warren pause at the little gate, or
under the windows of the village school,
and listen with yéarning heart and tear-
- ful eye, to the busy hum of his more
fortunate companions. At length, aid-
ed by a little instruction from his moth.
er, through perseverance the poor farmer
had learned to read and write ; and from
that moment a new existence seemed
spread out before him.  There was no
‘hardship too great, no toil too severe,
‘provided he could obtaiu thereby but
one short hour of study. True, his
books were limited (0 a few odd and tat,
tered volumes; and from fragments ol
Shalkspeare and Milton, froms Bunyan
and Doddridge, did the future poet im-
bibe deep and delicions draughts of in-
spiration,
- Although the narrow book-shell of
Warren Gray might elicii a smile of
contempt from the beir of wealih, who
sits in slippered ease, surrounded by vol.
umes-in costly bindings, and in whose
" library the rich mahogany cases groan
~ with’the weight. of rare and valuable
*books, yet to_such, be it known, there
was thatin the bosom of Warren which

swelled each sentence ol those tattered
pages in‘o voluuies of delight—opened
or himn the charined book of nature—
Jecled his path in life with all the ina-
gery of a bright and pure $pirit, and
vrought for him a vame which even
now adorns the page of literature! for,
reader, this story is no fiction.

It is not, therefore, the possession of
.he greatest number of books—it is not
by daily access to our large and valua-
ble libraries, that the mind of the stu.
dent most improves. Will it not be
found that a few good volumes, judi-
ciously selected and repeatedly perused,
form the best discipline for the young
and ardent mind. a

And now, as the younger branches
of farmer Gray's household were fast
growing up into man and womanhood, -
and able to assist in the labours of the
farm, did Warren entreat of his father
that he might leave for a time this scene
of homely  joys, so insufficient for the
happiness of his aspiring' mind, and in
the distant city seek some means by
which his ever-craving thirst for know-
ledge should be realized.

Followed, therefore, with the tears
and blessings of his parents, alone and «
on foot, did Warren Gray take his way
from the home of his childhood. Save
the coarse home.spun garments which.
he, wore, no worldly effects had he to
wrouble hin, neither money to buy him
lood—Dbut the red ripe strawberries peep-
ed up temptingly from their green cov.
erts, the sparkling brook camne laughing
and danciug in his path to allay his
thirst, and, as evening came on, the
earth offered her beautiful bosoin for
his repose, and night spread her glorione



* to forgetfulness,
- a more glorious couch !
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AND FAMILY “VISITOR: . . -~ . . . v 9.

canopy 'xboxe lum.f The* élow vorn:
and the firefly lit, up his leafy bower—
while the chirping ciicket, and low sofi
notes of the whip.poor-will wooed him
Went ever a prince to

At lengih he found himself in the

= auburbe of a large and populous city—

sumptuous equipages rolled lazily past
himn-~gay eqestrians curveled their high
dashed
reckless along, while the ceaseless din
of a tunultuous city sounded in his ears
He entered the paved and crowded
streets, and now for the fi:st time a sen-
sation of loneliness pervaded his bosom
He was alone—no eye met bis with
kindness—no voice greeted bim—on, on,
passed the countless muliitude, unheed-

~ ing, uncaring for the humble and mod-

est stranger.

Thus entered Warren Gray into the
city of P. And here, on the thres-
hold of his career, a heartless world be-
fore him, for a few years we will leave
him, honesty and parity of heart his
shield against the many temptauons of

- poverty and oppression.

CHAPTER 1I.

Genius has trininphed | where now is
the poor farmer-lad we saw so lately for-
lotn and destitute, contending with in-
numerable hardships and biting poverty,

that he might cherish that mental fire

which glowed so puare and bright within
him!  Lift the curtain which has con-

s . . - .
cealed him from your view, and in tha:

tall, elegant youth, who stands the cen

" tre of a circle of delighted and attentive

auditors, fascinating by his manners,

charming by his wit, benold Warren.

Gray |

~ Yes, Genius has trinmphed | he_is.no,

longer the unknown, desised stripling

~—suciety now regards himn as one of her-
most distinzuished ornaments,—he. is
courted and admired by talent, by
wealth, and beauty, and the poet has. -
crowned lxjé namne with imperishable

fawe! o

It was a cool and balmy afternoon in
June. A slight shower was just pass..
ing away, the beautiful blue sky smiled
again throngh the light, floating clouds,
and grass. tree,and shrub rejoiced anew
in the freshness of revived verdure. The
lovely flowers siill hugaed to their bo- .
soms the sparkling rain-drop, and the -
bisds skimmed merrily the pure air,
made vocal with their cheerful notes.—
‘T'he poet sat alone. From his window;
around which "he sweel-briar secattered
iragrance, he loolked forth upon the beau- .
tiful picture which Nature had spread
before him. His heart was ir harmo:
ny with the charining scene, and deep
and glowing thoughts came up from his
pure bosomn,

How beautiful—how wonderfal

Thou art, sweet Earth!

Thy seasons changing with the sun,

T'hy beauty out of darkness won!

And yet, whose tongue (when all is done,)

Will tell thy worth? -

The Poci’s ! he alone doth still

Uphold all worth!

Then lvve the post—love his themes,

His thoughts Aalf kid in golden dreams

Which make thrice fair the songs and streams

Of Air,-and Earth.”

Warren Gray was suddenly aroused
from ‘his reverie by the sound of wheels
evilently approaching the cottage, and
a carringe passed beneath the avenue
of elms and stopped at the gate: A
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" ‘note was- Pplaced ‘in_his hand, on whicl.

the follomno lines were delicately .pen

ciled . _ :

"4 I'wo ladies, unknown to Me. Gray.
request an interview.

 With conrtevus politeness lie instant.
Iy advanced to meet his unexpected visi.

tors, who were now slow ly approaching
up the gravelled walk. OQue of these
ladies was evidently past the meridian
of life, and her step feeble.  She was
dressed in the deepest mourmn'.r. and a
lon«r blick veil fell nenrlv to her feet.—

“But in the other light elegant figure a

ler side, whose foot scaice seemed to
press the earth, Gray saw only grace
and beauty. Hersnowy dress, her veil
of duzzling ru.ity flonting abily around
ker, she appeared 1o the i sagmation of
the poet as one of those beautiful sylp-

like beings, which Lis fancy and his peo

had so oft jo:trared. come now to glad.
den his senses with blest reality !
Pulitely declining to enter the cottage.

‘the strangers for a fow moments pro.

ceeded in silence down the walk. At
length, turLing to Warren, the elder
said :

“ Pardon this intrusion upon yvour
privacy —our errand is short, but to us
is fraught w |ll;4nuch hdpplneSS ”

Warren bowed—the lady continued :

% Be assured, you are no stmngor—

. for who that has read thoge chaste and

glowing effusions of your pen, emana.

. natling fram a heart overflowing with

- berevolence and goodness but must feel

they have read . your inmost soul {—

_Your history is known to us, and it has

long been our wish to behold one whe
s0 nobly surmounted those difficultics

xyhich beset his path in early life.”

b 'l’o \vhom, my déar madam,”. inter-.

.upled Gray, “am'l indebted 'for thls

<ind’ interest P

“My nawme, my young’ fuend, is of\
no ¢ nsequence. You sce before you
an afflicted mother—one into whose do-
mestic paradise consumption, hath en-

tered, and plucked one by one those

lovely flowers which constituted her
carthly happiness. ‘This dear gir} alone
is left e, but alas, evén ‘now I fear the
AAread fiat hath gone forth. and that she-
too will soon be sna‘ched from my em-
hrace 7 Tears choked further utter-
ance. :

“Mother,” dear mother,! cried the
voung girl, % weep not for me—for when
| leave you, I go to a heavenly para.
dise.”

Gray could not speak, but his manly
bosom throbbed with pity, as the touch-
ing tones of that sweet voice fell on his
ear,  After a few moments silence the
elder continued, placing at the sameé
time in the hands of Gray a beautiful
purse:

“ Accept this small ‘memento of my
regard—persevere in your glorious ca-
reer of fame, and remember there are
hearts made happy, and hearts. ever
prayerful for your earthly and eternal
happiness. Farewell.”

Grey remained silent—emotion im-
peded all utterance, but he pressed the
hand, which tendered the purse, to his
lips. At this moment the young girl
extended to him a choice and beautiful
buach of flowers, saying, in the same
sweet voice:

« Less prrishable than these frail blos-
soms is the friendship with which Mr.
Gray has.inspired me—farewell.”
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8o saylng, and before the agunted
Gmy could find words to express his
granmde, she sprang into the carringe,
which drove rapidly away, leaving hun

‘entirely overcome by the conflicting
ernotions this scene had engendered.—
Pressing the . bouquet to bis lips, he
sh"r .ed not fo bathe it with his tears

" The voice, the fragile form of her whom
he was told was soon’ to vanish (rom
this earth touched each tender chord of
his sympathising bosom. Unfolding
-the small paper which encircled the pre-
cious bougquet, what was his surprise to
find the stems of the flowers pnssed
through a rvich diamond ring, on whiclh
his own eypher was engraved, while on
the paper was traced :

& Wear this ring, for the sake of one
whose last honrs will he made -happier
for having known thee.”

T'he purse also contained bills toa
large amount, but no naine—no trace
by which his generous friends could be
discovered.

Weeks passed on.
strive to penetrate thé mystery—all in-
quiries, all search proved frnitless—hut
the figure of that fuir girl was ever be-
fore him—and the tones of her sweet.
mournful voice, chimed in his ear like
fairy dirge at midnight.

Months passed.  Again Warren
Gray received a note, writlen evidently
by the same fair hand, but evincing a
tremour and feebleness which pierced
his heart with griefl Enclosed were
bills to the saine amount as he had be-
fore received.

“ Money is not for the dying,” wrotc
the unknown, “and seldom is it strewn

Ia vain did Gray.

in the path of Genius. Take, then, the

‘enclosed.™ p
There was, no post-mark, no- clue’

which might lead to the discovery of his..
nnknown benefactress—-lhe mystery:
was impenetrable.

CHAPTER IIL.

November at length came on in’

dreariness and gloom-—all nature wore
a lace of sadness and decay.  The dry
and yellow leaves whirled through thé
garden walks, and beat against the win-

dows of Warren Gray's cottage, and+

the wind made mournful music through
the now nalked branches of the elms.—
[t was evening—the shutterr of the cot-
tage library were closed, and Gray had:
seated himself at his little table, to pour
forth in ‘inperishable verse the sad:
thaaghts which oppressed him, and to

which the dreary scene wilhout accorded.

but oo well, when his meditations were
interrupted by the entrance of a servant
hearing a note. Fearing he knew not
what, Gray hurriedly broke the seal,

and while every limb trembled with

emotion, read as fullows:

“I'he dreaded moment has arrived !
Will Mr. Gray accompany the bearer,
that he may soothe the dying hour of
my poor child.” '

A cavriage was in waiting, in which,

with feelings it were vain to portray,

Grray bastily took his seat, and was.
liiven rapidly in the direction of- the
z'ily.

Alier passing through many streets,
murky with dampness and gloom, they
it length turned info one much broader,,
and bearing evident toltens that there
dwelt wealth. The driver now checked

[}
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his horses to o wiilk, and soon Gray
perceived. the w heels were passing ove
.layers of straw. The carriage now
stopped, the steps were noiselessly let
down, while, at the same moment, the
street-door was gently opened, and Gray
found himself within "the vestibule of
what appeared a large and elegant
mansion. He was now condueted into
‘a spacious parlour, where in a few mo-
ments, with feeble step and falteving
voice, he was received by the elder of
his unknown visiters.

«I thank you, my dear friend,” said
she, extending her hand, % this is indeed,
kind. Nerve yourself for a scene of sor-
row—for my sweet Cora, my last earth-
ly treasure, is fast sinking fromn my sight.
Come with me—she expects you.”

" Gray could make no reply, but his
face was pale as marble, and his step
trembled, as he followed up the long.
winding-stairs. The silence of the tomb
seemed already settled over that house
of death, for not a sound save the light
fall of his own footsteps broke the sol-
emn stillness,

% Wait here a moment,” whispered
. his' companion, and soltly opening the
door of alarge, darkened apartment, she
vanished from his sight. In a few mo
ments the door again opened, and beck-
- oning to Warren to approach, she ad-
vanced to meet him, and, taking his
hand, conducted him to tbe bedside of
the dying. Drawing aside the white
silken curtains, a fair young face mel
the tearful eye of Gray—so fair, so love-
ly, that it would seem Death had stolen
the guise of Health with which'to wel-

come his victim, while his icy fingers|

even now pressed the m’uble brow, and '
played with those long dark ringlets.

Upon seeing Gray, a smile of ineffable -
sweetness lit up the features of the dy-
ing girl, and, feebly extendiag her hand,
she sail, in a voice whose mellow clear-
ness contrasted strangly with her smk-
ing frame:

# Forgive me for imposing ﬂ‘llS melan-,
choly scene upon you—but I wished to
see you once more belore [ closed my
eyes upon this beautiful world. 1 have
a strange request to malke, and—" .

Here the hue of death suddenly stole
over her countenance—her eyes closed,
and for a few rhoments she scarcely
seemed (o breathe—but the funtness
passed off, again opening her eye she
continued :

« Will you comfort my poor, widow-
ed, childless mother, when I am gone—
will you yield 1o the request of a dying
girl, and give her a legal right to call
you her son [

Warren answered in a low, faltering
voice, while he pressed that pale, ema-
ciated little hand- to his lips, and the
tears he in vain essayed to check, fell
trom his eyes, '

A venerable clergyman at that mo-
mentapproached the bed—Warren sank
on his knees, with the hand of the dying
Cora clasped in his, and the ceremony
which was to link the living to death by
50 strong o bond commenced. It was
aver, Warren arose, and imprinted a
kiss upon the cold brew of his bride. A
radient smile overspread her angslic
countenance—she stretched forth her
arms—life fluttered for a moment on her
beautiful Jips, and the spirit had passed
away !
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o A"t"p(v ‘elidft months ¢ osed the life of

the bereaved mother—but Warren Gray
hod the happiness of k nowing that her
last hours were soothed by hla kindness.
She lefc hun sole heir to a large and

valuable property—but the nature of

the- noble Gray revolted from using
weallh to which he felt be had no clain,
‘save in the genérosity of his departed
friend.  He renounced it therefore im-

mediately in favour of the relatives of

his benefactress.

Years have passed away since these
events—but not so the fame and uselul-
ness of Warren Gray—the poet—the
philanthropist. His name stll con-
nects jtself with goodness and virtue,
and the charms of his poetic genius still
fascinate and enchant the senses. He
is yet unmarried—nor ceases he to la-
ment the untimely death of the young
and lovely Cora—his spirit bride. c.n.z.

—— ) s

Original.
A COMPARISON—THE HARVEST,

BY A. S. M.

As I the fields of the summer surveyed,
My mind in reflection wus drawn;
For in beauty, and splendor arrayed,
Were the grounds thut the farmer had
s0Wn,

"While the fields of the harvest I viewed,
" My mind to the Scriptures returnelJ,
For the path of the reaper was strew’d
With the tares which are gather and
burned.

Thus we view man in the summer of life,
While the season of heolth yet remains,

*Mid the scenes of contention and strife,
He, the glory of his posture retains.

 But yet observation hath told, -

There’s a poriod to contention and ‘stnfe,
We huve learned from the sages of old,
That man has no lease of his life.

.

Oh! man in thyéelf fear to trlllstb,

Or in rature’s protection rely,
For thou art as feeble as dust; ‘
At the word of the Lord you must die.

.

For the Lord of the harvest will come;
All nations together will call;

He has prepared for his children a home:
By his hand the wicked shall fall, . :

In time let us learn to be wise,
Ani flee from the wrath of God;

Whose vengeance shall darken the skies, -
And convert the seas into blood,’

But God did in mercy provide,
A final redemption for man,

On Calvery, his Son Jesus died; )
Oh! praise him for that blessed plan.

Brooklin, Dec., 1848.
et @ B

FRANKLIN AND GOV. BURNET,

YR\ EN had just returned from assisting
;:B poor Colins to bed, when the cap-

tain of the vessel whlch had brought
him to New Yorl, stepped up and in a
very respectfal maunner put a note into
his hand. Ben opened it not without.
considerable agitation, and read as fol-

lows :—
“@G. Burnel's compliments await

) young Mr. Franklin, and should - be

glad of half an hours’ chat over a glass
of wine.”

“ @G, Burnet,” said Ben, « who can
that be 2

« Why, 'tis the governor,” replied the" .
captain, with a smile—% I have just
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been ' to; see him, with - some letters 1
brought for him from Boston.- And
- when I told him what a world of books
_you have, he expressed curiosity to see
you, and begged I wounld return with
you to his palace.”
‘Ben instantly set off with the captain,
- but ot without a sigh as he cast a look
at the door of poor Colins' bed-room, to
think what an honor that wretched
yourg man had lost for thie sake of two
or three gulps of filthy grog.
The governor’s iools at.the approach
" of Ben, showed somewhat a disappoint-
‘ment.  He had, it seems, expected con-
siderable " entertainment Jrom Ben’s
conversation. But his'fresh and raddy
countenance showed him so much

‘younger than he had counted on, that

—-hegave up all his promised entertain-
ment as a las hope, Fle receiveg Ben,
however, with great politeness, and
after pressing on him a glass of wiae,

took him into an adjotning room which
was his library, consisting of a large
and well chosen collection.

Seving the pleasure which sparkled
in Ben’s eyes, as_he surveyed so many

. elegant authors, and thought of the rich
stores of knowledge which they con-
tained, the governor, with a smile of

complacency, as on a young pupil ol
seience, said to him—

"« Well, Mr. Frauklin, T am tolJ by
the captain here, that you have a fine
collection too.”.

«Quly a trunk fu'l, sir,” said Ben. -
“ A trunk full, sir)” replied the gov

" ernor, “why what use can you have
for so'many books? Young people at
gour age, have seldoin read beyond the
tenth chapter of Nehemiab,

[ can boast,” replied Ben, ©of kav-
ing read a great deal beyond thit my-
self; but still; 1 should be sorry’if 1
could not get a trunk full to read every .
six months."” ' ;

At this, the govemor, regarding him
with a look of surprise, said : _ :

“You must then, though so young,
be a scholar ; perhaps a teacher of the
languages.” '

“No, sir,” answered Ben, “I know
na language but my own.” ‘

“ What, not Latin or Greek "

“No sir, not a word of either.”

“ Why, don’t you think them neces-
sary

“[ don’t set myself upasa ]ud«e-
but I should not suppose them neces-
sary.”?

“ Aye! well, I should Jike to hear
your reasons.” .

“ Why, sir, I.am not competent to
give reasons that nay satisfy a gentle-
inan of your learning, but the following
are the reasons with which I satisly
myself. 1 look on language, sir, merely
as arbitary sounds of characters, wheie-
by men communicate their ideas to each
other. Nuow l already possess a lan-
guage which is capable of conveying
more ideas than I shall ever acguire ;
were i not wiser in e lo. improve my .
time in sense through that one langnage,
than waste in geing nere sounds
through fify lunwuz\ges, even if [:could
learn as many.”

Here the governor pansed a moment
though not without a little red on his.
cheeks, for having « few moments before
put Ben and chapter X. of Nehemiah
so close (ogether. However, catching
a new idea he took another start.



Understan ing;. three years aoro when
.I was thirteen I - SE
- % Yow;amaze me; si:
Liockeon:the understanding: at thlrteen 1
% Yesy sir: T'did” - -
-4 Welly: and, pray-at what' college dld
-you. study.. Tocke: at; hirteen ;. for, at
-Cambmd'ge college :-in-. old ‘England
where:l,got my:. educahon .they.:never.
“allowed the senior class to look at Locke
till- gighteen- - .0 -
. “Why '{,'"

‘ -;1!: was my mlsfortune
never:{o. be at-a, co]lege or¢ven & gram-
mar, school except nine months when I
_Awas a’ ch]lds" e e o
: »Here;the: governor splang {rom lns

seat,: and staring.at-Ben, cried: out i—-

.-—where‘ dld' you get your educatlon,

e v,,~my fa.&her was: poox old
«tallow-chandler with: .sixteen cluldlen,

: andl the youngest of: 'dl at eightiyears'| >
,ofrage he:put-me to cch,o,ol ‘but. finiing |

_hl.; father and: farnily.” '

Never atn collefre ), wellyand-where

s1stedv : 1m.by twwtmgt
‘| and- ﬁllmg the: anoulds.'

mnghty mind to hop out
& Imp0531ble, ‘young::man:!;

clsumed “ 1mposs1ble, you: are,,

soundidg my credulity.i. Fepn igver. - .
believe the onehalf of this”. 'l‘hen tirn:

ing to the captain he said 1= Captain-

you are'an intelligent man, and:from:; .

Boston ;. pray. tellims, can -this. young™ "

man here bc aunmg at anythmcr but to
iz me? AP
" “No, mdced, please youi .exééllenc,
repliéd: the captam, “Mr- Franklin
not. qulzzlng youw;-he-id saying what ja-
really ‘true, for I am' 'Icqu'umc‘lr With:

The govériidr: then tul nmg to' Ben ..
said:; morg modcrately-—-“V\e]l My
dear wonder[‘ul boy, 1 ask your pardon

the dead ]an«uafres Do :
~% Why,sir, I object forit plmmpallv

‘| on:account::of the: shortnessiof: humau _

hfe

Talunrr Lhem one wu

thige. -Butsay foriy.< Well, of this; ﬁ[ i



- languages; especlally, when’ all the best:

" 'Hooks in thoge- Tanguages aré translated
.« into. ours, and besides, we already have

- “mote books-on every subject: than such:
7 ‘shoft’ llved creatures can- ever acqu:re,‘

- sééms.very. preposterous -

“« Well; whal are you to do with theu'-

s great poets, Virgiland Homer, for ex:

“ainple; T suppose you 'would not thmk_
‘of translatmg Homer out ot his.rich na-

. dive. Greek:into our poor. homespun Eng-

"hsh .would you 27"

o Why not, sir ?”
& Why, 1 should as soon tlunk of

o tmnsp]antxﬁg a pme-app]e froin Jamaica
g to Boston.” L

‘6 Well, sir; o slalful gardener, vnth

-_hls hot house would: give us nearly as
. fine & pme-gpple as'any in Jamaica.—

N

And:so, Mr. Pope, with his fine: imagi-
natlon, has given us Elomer in English,
with ‘more ofhis beauties-than. ordmary

~ . scholars would find: in him after forty

" years study of the Greel.

And besides,

' .sir, if Homer. was not translated, I am

. far “frotn thmkmg it would be worth

" spending-five of :six years to learn to
“regd him i’ his own- language.”

You differ - from . the critics, Mi.

; -Fl;ankhn for the critics afi tell us his

2 -beautles are inimitable.”

« Yes,’ sir, and the naturalists tell us

- ,,that ‘the’ beanties of the basﬂxsk are in-

" «The basilisk; sir |
’ 'ed ‘with' the - basnhsk'
* understand you, sir.”

xmltable o0
Hbt_nct comp'_a,r-
I really don't

AN
ek

. throws over bad chal:acte
‘Now s’ I don’t ‘think the;:beauties '
:poetry are: comparable 10°those: i

-on-his pictares,”

'd passxo 8.

lanthropy,nor a thousandth’ partso ltnporv
tant’ to human~ happmess?
fess, I diead:Homer; ‘especiall;

‘compamon of'youth. . The himane-and:"
gentle virtues are certainly the“greatest

channs and’ sweeteners:of ife.~ -And:}n
suppose; sir, you would. hardly think ‘of

‘sending ~your "son . to Achxlles to leary’

these " . Cremin e 4
“I'agree ‘he has too much revenge i
his:compositions.” T g
- “Yes, sir, and when pzuntod in: lhe’
colors which' Homer's glowmg fancy
lend, what youth”but must run‘the-most®
emineént risk of catchmg aspark of bad
fire from such‘a blaze as: he throws vp--

“ Why this, though. an’ uncdmmon»?

‘view of the subject; is, I confess; ar in-

genious: one;xMr. Franklin : but sutely-
tis over'strained,” . i .-
“Not at all, sir; we afe: told froa

good authority, that it was the reading
of Homer that first put'it into the head:.

of Alexander" the' Giretrtj-to-become 'a

lHERO and . dfter himof?Charles: X.ll
.What millions. of creatures havé beer!

slaughtered by thése twogreat butchers '
is not known:; but still; probably not’a:

tythe of ‘what ‘have’ perithéd -in- dﬁ'e'ls»

between individuals: from-pride fand- T8

| venge, nursed. from reading Homer: e

- Well, sir,” rephed -the- govemor, 4 ¥
never heard the prince. of: bards treated-“

in thls way before. A You must certax -
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'I mean Plato, ho stucl.ly forbade the-
readmg of Homer to his repubhc. ‘And
3 .lato was a heat,hen I don’t boa.st-

Froek feo.chers (generally Cns-'
| prvives:too). who can-one day
putHomer into.the hands of their: pupils,

and in the mxdst af: their recitations can | '
stopthem. short to-point out divine beau- |.
,ter a line in shis great’ poet I.would de :

ties-amnd. sublzmuzes which the:poet gives
to, lus hero in the-bloody work of slaugh-
.zermg the poor. Tro_]ans and -the -next
day take them to church to hear a-dis-
course.from Christ on the blessedness o
Jueekness and forgweness .No wonder
‘that hot-livered yourig men, thus educa-
ted .should despise meekness and for-
giveness ‘as a coward’s . virtues, and
nothing so glorious as ﬁghtmg duelsand
blowing-out brains.” :
. Here the governor came to a pause, |
like o gamester at-his last trump. But
perceiving Ben cast his eye on a splen-
did- copy - of Pope, hie suddenly seized
thatas a fine opportunity to:turn the con-
versation.  So. stepping up he placed
hls,han,d. on:his shoulder; and in a- very
fumiliar manner, said :. o
.*Well, Mr. Franklin, there's an au-
thor that I am suré you will not quar-
;e_l_wnth -an author that I think you
will pronounce faultless.” o
... '% Why, sit,” replied Ben, “I entertain
a.most exalted .opinion of Pope ; but
still; sir, 1think he is nat withont his
. falp,s,?" .

“ It would puzzle you,- I suspect '
|E ranklm, as keen.a critic: as you ar
,pomt out.one :

« Well, sir,” smd Ben, hastxly tum-.

',mg to the place, -« what -do you: th_mk'-"' :

of this famous couplet of Pope’s
+ Immodest ‘words admlt of no defence, n
For want of ‘decendy is wam ‘of sense’ o
“T see no fault there n LT
u No—-mdeed o rephed Ben, it why\

now to my mind’ a man canaskno bet-
tor excuse, for any thmg he does wrong

than his want of sense”
« How s0.” - :
« Well, sir, if 1 mlcht presume to a‘l-

it in thls way: Lo ,
¢ Immodest words, admxt of tlns defence, g

- That want.ot decency is want of sense.”

- :Here the governor caught' Ben in his
arms, as o .delighted father would Ahis -
son, callmg out at the same hme to the
captain.

“How greatly I am obhged to'you,
sir, for bringing me to an acquaintance
with this charming youth ! = Oh, what
a delightful thing it would. be for us to

“converse with such sprightly youth, as

him. But, thé worst of it Jis, most.pa_
rents aro blind as bats:to the true glory
and happiness of their ch1|dren Most
parents never look hnghe_r for their-sons.
than o see them delving like muck.
worms for money ;, or hopping about
like jay-birds in fine feathers. " Hence,
their conversation is:no better than froth
or nonsense.” .

- After several other handsome comph-_
ments on Ben, and the captain express
ed a wish to be going,. the governor
shook hands with Ben, begging-at the
same lime, that he »\vonli’l_ forever con. -
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. sxder hlm:ls oné ‘ol his’ fastes ‘:fnends,

&% d:+4156 ‘tiever to cofiié to New York,

o wnlhout commg to see hlm

:' I‘tom the Young Puople’e ‘\txr:or
GEOLOGY.

E sulface of the: earth is 196,862,

V. 256 square milés; ‘and its sohdlty
™ ' j3°259,762:756,416 cubic miles:
' The sea js to the’land, in round ‘mil-

" lions of square mlles, as:160 to 40 oras

four to- ome.
*'Fhe ‘earth is; accordmg to different
,measurements 7912, 7916, and 7924

’“--_'mlles in djameter ; and about’ 24, 860
- or 24,880 miles round, :

Thpse of the ancients who did not
believéini the sphericity of - the earth,
thouight it a’cylinder, or- an extended
“plane. -Homer' made it ‘circular,” and
the outside waler, and this wasthe idea

. of the Jews. The: later Greeks from
. Pytliagoras and Thales taught the sphe-

. ricity, i But the popes believed it a'plain,

giving all‘to the west to the kings of

-~ Spain.’

- The surface of thc‘sea is estimated at
- 150 millions of square miles, taking the
“whole surface of the globe at 197 mil-

. lions; and its greatest depth is supposed

* 1o be'equal to that of the highest moun-
taifls, or four miles; but La Place thinks
.thatthe tides demand an average depth
+-of three rilés; ‘therefore, the sea would
contain 450 millions of cubic miles.
““'Fhé remains of ‘animals and vegeta-
‘bles in the-rocks. and earthy strata of
the carth, are the true and only means
“ of ascertaining its history and. natara)
changes before the records.of man,  The

on’ dlggmg to certam dep’th_

wining; ‘the remains offishes; vegetables, :
quadru peds; and’ bxrds, are found m’*tﬁe;
soil or embedded- in-the. rocks except’ in’
those of primitive anthuxty .'The. gene- .
ral regulauty ‘with which’ those that dre
marine are laid &t one-level; 'and’ lhoée
which 'are products'of -Iand -are:laid ‘at
another, and 'the: alteriations- of’ thése‘

| marine and lénd products; lead. to “the

conclusion that the sea’ Nas: repeﬁtedly'_
covered - the: “Jand’ for lobg penods “of
time, and. that thie‘land -has; at intetie-
diate - periods, ‘been-dry ; and-what s
very. remarkable, the" ‘remdins  found .
consist, and always' at Certain’ ‘depths;
of  species’ “of “animials;: vegetablés &g
not’ now 'iti existence; and often): of g‘e-
nera ' not natiiral 46 the present’ chmate.
Cuvier has enumérated séveral hundred
genera of animals; ﬁshes,‘a'nd vegetéBlés
so found, of which there are‘none- ‘of the
living genera or species.. The lofvest
roeks, it is therefore inferred, were at one
time the surface of the earth, and:the
seat of organic: life. - These- appear’to
have been destroyed by some great e:
wolutions which brought-new - tribes - of
organized beings,while their kinds prove
that the surface was covered with water, .
The subsequent appearanceof amphibia,
&c.; prove the development of dryland';-
these appear to have been swept away,
and among later solid rocits; the-mon-
strous race’ of herbiverous::quadripeds
and gigantic lacerta came into existence

when the earth seems to-have acquited:
herbage for their subsistence, How



: 'ormou; s:ze,

llttle talenls mlght* have‘ :
1k napkm all my days
O

m and found sundry preparatlons g 'nbv
ofiy’ the chlef materlals Jor whlc é

. blrds’- and fresh water s_ ells, all i m LOn- ,f U B

HEAL’I‘H on YOUHG mmms. .:.';

T posmvely pains’ “me to see a party
“‘of »girls; a bonneted and tlppeted

- double file of humanity,

- That, Tile ‘a wounded snake, drags its slow
EERT 'lenglh along,™

.under the keeri “surveillance of a gov-
erness, whose nerves would nevér be
able to.endure the shoclof seeing themn
_bound-over ‘a ‘stream,’ or scramble
‘through-a fence, or éven toss their head
and’ throw out-their limbs, asall young
ammals, except that oppressed class
called young: ladies, are priviliged to do.
Having :véntured, in a fit of my cotn-
‘try- daring, to break the ice of this very
rigid and fngld sab]ect I will recount
another -instadce of ithe paternal good
sensé ‘£6 which' 1 owe,under God,:the

‘| and-so:;may young ladles "

physwal powers, -without - wh:ch my

" “0, you dre’ mistaken. : ‘See vhata:'_
stoop ‘she has already; depend: uponit. -
this girl will .be. both -a dwarf-and-a ~
cripple if we don't put her into stays”

4 My child may be a cripple, ma’am;
if such is God’s will ; but she shall be
one of his making, not ours.” .

- All remonstrance was vain stays, :
and every Species of tight dress were’

strictly pohibited by the authority of one

whose will was, as. every ‘man’s: oug
to be; absolute in his. swn housche
He also’ careful]y watched ‘against- any -
evasion .of the rule; nbbon -drawi
tight round. my walst would have: beén_
cut without hesitation;’ by his «deter-
mingd. hand ; -while thé little girl:of ihe.
anxious fuend ‘whose operationg he:-had =
interrupted, enjoyed all the: ad}vantaoes.'

| from which I was- pleserved 1. She grew- - -

up a wan hlxe figure; graceful and mter°; . "
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THE -C A'NA'D»’IA‘N-! GEM

, Whﬂe 'I‘ though ‘not able. to compare
R hapes with iaswasp -or: an’ heur-glass,
ye passed ‘muster very. fanly among:

8t xoluswe prmhge of women ‘in; the
1gher classes e
ere can- be: :no doubt, ﬂmt the hand

-~ hef with o fictitious_ support, where-the.
"_'.:Jland of, God. has ‘placed - bones' and
muscles tha.t ought ‘to be, brought into.
'_,,.f'vxgoxous action~~that hand Jlays-the
'I_foundatxon of bntter suﬂ'ermgs at the
- Apnce ofwhlch, and probably a prema-
~ ture: .death, . the advantage must be
i 'purchased of ‘rendering her - figure -as
- unlike: as. possxble ‘to all the models of
- female ‘beauty, universally admitted to
-'ffbe such, because they ave chisled after
) ',na.ture 1tse1f—Pe»sonal Rccolleclzons by
i Cka/rlotte Ehza,bel/z

D

' 4' gmmnmvnvn Jus'ncE.

.of .consideration connected with thé
yecent .- Presxdeuhal election. in
; France, springs.from the. fact, that Lou-

' ;Aynnmrs the most-interesting matter

s Napoleon Bonaparte is-the grand:son ;

" ofifhie unfortunate anid ill-used Josephine,

- “whose - cruel and unjust divorce ever

Tinlds ilself with our memory of N, Vapole-
“p,- as:the.one dark cloud that suffices
to:dim-the lustre of his greatest achiev-
L ments, .aind tarnish the splendour of his
" more’ than rcgal glory. This.. bnlhant

esting; and\,dled of declme at.mneteen, ]

B uman: forms, of God'’s mouldmg ;]
" -andil-have enjoyed to .this:hour a-rare |
. 'exemption : irom ‘headaches, and . otherl"
Aike : maladxes, that ‘appear the al-|

A,j.';wh ki ﬁrst encloses the waist of a gu'l .’
©in. these ciuel contnvances—supplymg

scenes of. the French Revolutlon;;the re- ‘
sult of which was, his., prema.ture cath
by the guillotine—~whilst Josephme her-

‘self narrowly, escaped ‘a suilar fate, .

It was while residing.at: Pans wub.
her ¢ ..hnldren—Eugene, afterwards victo:
1y of Italy, and Hortense, ,,t}_le,_,fqmm .
Queen of Holland-=that. the -Viscoun-
tess dé Beauharnois attiacted the admi-» -
ration of Napoleon who wooéed and won ‘
her, receiving as his meed an:amount of
affection which gilded.this portion of hi§
wedded life with a _brightness:-which
made him everlove:to Jook back u pon it.

The remainder of Josephine's. iistory .
is.too generally- familiar to:need a recis
tal here—her daughter Hortense  be:
came the wife Napoleon’s brother—Lou-
is the late King -of- Holland—and .the .
mother-of Louis ‘Napoleon,: the: lately,
elected President of - the French Repub
lic.

‘Thus - the’ utter fuhhty of human

'scheming’ to accomplish. a desired end _
‘has, by - the progress of ~these . events

been most forclbiy ;Ilustrated—-]ose-._
phine, - all-innecent .and- heloved,’ was -
ciuelly removed-from het : -happy -and-

'nghu'ul sl‘mon, in- ordel that the one



- who succeeded to the statlon from wluch'

E Josephme had been: deposed; gave birth
to'd:son; “who, to-all human expectation;
¢ s‘d'stmed to maintain futurée domin-
fon- over ‘thatfair- empire 1n - which- hiis

- ﬁ'_ 16 of 'all her hopes —-her husband
exiléd-and her bright" boy of - promlse
cut ‘off'in_his youth plobably by the-in-
stru entallf.y -of poison—whilst she her-

" self, dingged-out & miserable and aban-

~doned existence, in a -petty Italian
State, an; object of opprobrium: and scorn,
and. dymg envolved, unregretted and
desolale, .nelther she nor hers' having
iny farther’ mterest forever in France

{ deshmee .

But’ by a smgulm fortuny we behold
Cﬁe direct’ descendcnt of Josephine, her
Wi grand son—and ‘the veritable ne-
phew: of Napoleon, his. true helr—-elected
. to fill the chief’ oﬁice in the gift of the

French People.

:dent_of Flance, by lmeal descent is

‘fé_e‘r ] fe’s happmcss and N apoleon s honv
: 'e--Roclwster .Dcmacrat

comes‘into - the ‘world, and - ‘at once kis
’ fatheri had: obtamed for hxm a blood-‘ |

:auitho) " ¢ [ the seed: of disease: or: defornuty‘ .
| sown’ iri"his:constitution.; and whilehe
.| haxigs at’ his:mother's breasts ‘he ds¢

-with: him: thfough: life:
-period of his infancy;:thé phy_sma} fraxpe
texpands and ‘strengthens.; -but-its delii-
cate sfrictureis inflenced: for; o'ood{..or
evil by all’ sunoundmg ‘circumstan

Thus thc present. Pres-.

-which. it will shoot up ‘and unfold itgelf? -
"} Through the  different statés: ofith'
| fant,: chﬂd the oy, the youth; the man,

_fulness or unhealthfulness f

able, of mere mtellectual mstructlo_ el ', ;
It ‘is, in’ its" largest - séhfse; - ‘~-‘~-process
which ' extends: fromi:the ‘comimencement - -
to ‘the termination:of exlstence. ,A/clnld v

education begins: G)ften atihip

bibing . impressioris which: willi remain: -
unng thefist

cleanliness; light, air, food; war_mth"' By

‘and: by, the :young beirig: within:shows
| itself more. The Sensesbecome quicker:

The desires-and -affsctions assumie a: -
more- definite. shape: - - Bvery:- object:
which gives a sensatxon, every desire’
gratified or denied, every act, word, or.
look of affection or of unkindness, has
its effect, sometimes slight.and jmpercep-
tible, sometimes obvious and-permanent’
in building up the human' being; or '
rather in determining the direction i

the. deVelopement of the physwal 5intel-

mcessantly actmg upon lnm

o his food and olothlng_ t thc ,de.grce}n'



: ?::hls compamons sthie |
d: practices.of the.: society, |

an educatlon which’does:not: tétminate |

-"’_;w1th the atrival - of manhood;’ but,con-:

R tm‘ues through hfe—-whxch 1tse]f upon

01 e mspu‘cs the youthful stu.
dent with' se: determmed a spmt

d'ﬁiculhes as: the ex- |

urmounted ‘evety. obstacle in:
“thie ttamment of an educahon

- reed of the proﬁ'ered asswtance of bth“ g

“, .advanced, in: thch. h.e :

ihest chlldhood constrtutes hised ucahon,

{us; aided - by -the

o ho,,sntuated like-him-| ol

‘Tndeed |.cé
; master'of any su

personal exertlons, mstead of the broken

by man.
fan] 5 pr ofessnd frlendshlp i

was ' dlscovexed wuhout
can most . assuledly bc

Let tha bg_ borne ‘»

"'Many vﬂth
nolhmg more -~ than tlns, hiave® plo.ced

flicion men, who havo n~ch lo:

_tbcmselyc.: as:the: scholars of: thejy-day
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‘ ,,amongst the first of their race. Let the
student, who, burning with an ardent
" desire to explore the domains of science,
' may shrink from the undertaking, on
" account of the supposed difficulties,
call to'mind’ the- numerous irstances
" of those-'who . have - triumphed over
-impediments much more formidable,
than any which lie in his path.

* The great Erasmus, the most
accompllshed scholar of his age, had no
means, while at Paris in the pursuit of
his studies, to purchase either books or
clothes, of “beth of which he was much

. in need. “As seen as I get money”

says he, “I will buy first, Grecl books,

and then clothes.” Erasmus did not

do as many a fop of the presént day,

~buying first clothes, then books. Tke
- -beoks were uppermost in his mird.

Schaeffer, the German naturalist,
was' so poor when he entered the
University of Halle, that he could only
afford himself a litile bread and a few
vegetables for his daily food ; 26d during
a long cold German winter, no fire ever
warmed his room.

. Professor Heyne, of Gottengen, was
one of 4the greatest classical scholars of
his own, or of any age, yet he had spent
the first thirty-two or thirty-three years
of his - life not only in obscurity, but in
the most incessant struggle with the
most depressing poverty. He was born
amidst the miseries of the Jowest indi-
‘gence, his father being a poor weaver,
-with a large family, for whom his best
exertions were often unable to provide
bread. In the “ Memoirs of his own
life,” Heyne says, “ Want was the ear-
liest companion of my chiidhood.” A fter

" passing ‘through almost innumerable

difficulties in preparmg for the. Umver-
sity, he ‘went to Leipsic, with only two ‘
florins (less than one. dollar) in-his- ‘
pocket. . He was' sometimes rediiced to-’
almost starvation, being relieved by the.
compassion of the maid servant of . ths
house wherein he lodged. He was .

finally elected professor of eloguence in- -

the University of Gotbengen,whlch chalr .
he filled for fifty years. e

Epictetus, the celebrated stoic phllo-’

sopher, was born a slave, and spent - ,.

many years in servitude. Having ob-
tained his freedom, he devdted himse_lf,
to the study of philosophy, when barely
able to procure the necessarics of life.

A treatise of Epictetus was one of the

works edited by Heyne, while at Dres- .

den. He lived at Rome, in a house
without a door, and with no furniture’
except o table, bedstead,and a wretched
coverlet, even while he was on the most
intimate termswith the EmperorAdrian.

Cleanthes, another of the stoics, was
brought up to the profession of a pugilist,
and used to exhibit himself in that char-
acter at the pubiic shows; till longing - .
to study philosophy, he went to Athens
for that purpose, where he arrivea with
only three drachms {about two shillings
and a penny). He used to draw water ..
and carry burdens at night, to eam his .
fee to pay his master Zeno,  On the -
death of Zeno, Cleanthes succeeded Inm
in his school.

W e

The celebrated Wincl_relindn,_@e of :
the most distinguished writers oa classic..
antiguiities and the finé arts,that modern
times have producad was the son of &
poor shoemaker.

Hayden, the great mus:cal composez,
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- was the son of a wheelwnght his moth.
er being a servant,

The parents of Dr John Pndeurx,

‘ Blshop of Worcester, were in such poor

. circumstances, . that they were with dif

- ficulty able to keep him at school till

“he had leared to read and wrile ; and
~ he obtamed the rest of his educauon by
[ ’waiking to Oxford and getting employed

“ ‘a8 assistant in the kitchen of. Exeter

College
Linnwzus," the founder of the science
of Botany, was for some time, appren-
- ticed to a st Soemaker. The celebrated
Ben.Johnson ‘worked for some time as a
bricklayer or mason.
_ John Hunter, one of the greatest ana-
- tomists that ever lived, scarcely received
any education until he was twenty
years old, and was at first apprenticed
" s a cabinct-maker in Glasgow. Long
~ before his death, he was acknowledged
1o be-at the head of living anatomists,
~- and to have done more in 1llustratmor
surgery and physiology than any other
writer, ancient or modern. .
“In another field of enterprise, we may
mention Oliver Cromwell, who never
fought a baitle which he did not win,
& who was forty-two years old before he
+ entered the army ; his contemporary,the
celebrated Admiral Blake, was fifty
: when he first went to sea.
Sir Wllham Jones was the most won.
derful lmrrmst. of his age, havmo made
 himself acquainted with twenty-elcrht
languages, and wasstudying the Gram.
mars. of several oriental ‘tongues to
wnhm a few days of his death.
. No circumstances.could appear more
embarrassing and hopeless for a man
to .commence a literary career, than

those of the Mathematician Simpson,.
who, in addition to his poverty, was en- .
cumbered - with a ]arge family. Napo<
Jeon says that “(hiere is " but ore step
between the sublime and the rediculous,"
but we may go one step farther than -
Napoleon, and say, “the sublime - ahd
rediculous are sometimes united.” Simp-
son’s' marringé was most extraordinary,
his wife, a tailor’s widow, - being about. .
three times his own age. His profes.
sion, that of a weaver, necéssarily ex-
cluded him from associating with'the.
learned, and afforded but a scanty sub--
sistence. He was also a fortune-teller,
and an astrologer.  But through un-
wearied exertions he became one of the
ablest mathematicians of his age, al-
though he had scarcely commenced his -
education till after his -marriage; and
died ot the age of fifty. At the age of .
thirty-two ke was appointed professor of °
mathematics at Woolwich; at thirty-
four he was admitied Fellow of the '
Roydl Society, on a recommendation
signed by four of the most eminent ma-
thematicians of England. He pubhshed
thirteen - able treatises on mathematlcs, .
besides his contributions to the Philoso-
phical Transactions, and his labors as
editor of the “Ladies’ Diary,” émd as
professor of mathematics. :
Edmund Stone was another distin-
guished example of a self educated '
mathematician. Nothing is known of -
the place or time of his birth. - He
was supposed to be a native of Argyle. -
shire in England, and from his ad-
vanced age at at his death in 1768
must have been born near the close of
the' 17th century. ~ His father -was

gardner to' the Duk of Argyle.’ 'The
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‘Duke one day walkmg in hxs garden,

observetl a Latin copy of Newton’s “Prin-
cxpm,” Iymg on the ‘grass, and suppos-
ing -it to ‘have been brought from his

o own library, called some one to carry

it back. Stone, who was then in his
eighteenth year, claimed the bock.
“Yours,” exclaimed the Duke, ¢ Do you
Latin and
Newton - &« know a little of them,”
teplied the young man. The Duke
being greatly surprised, and having a

. taste” himself for such studies, proposed

. illiterate boyhood

‘approptiate answers.

many questions to young Stone, to all
of which he réturned vrompt end
“ How,” said the
Duke, “came you by the knowledge of
these things?' A servant taught
me two years ago to read,” Stone
replied.  “Does one need to know
more than the twenty four letters in

-order. to learn every thing one wishes?”

“Through the influence of the Duke of
Argyle, young Stone made his ap-
-pearance in London. His first publica-
tion was a “Treatisc on Mathematical
Instruments " in 1723. In 1725 he was
chosen « Fellow of the Royal Society.”
Little is known of his last days, but it
is probable he spent them in poverty and
wneglect.

James Ferguson the son of a day-la.
borer, was born in 1710 a few miles

from Keith fn Banfishire. Young Fer-

-guson was literally his own educator in
the -very elements of knowledge. Ac-

‘quisitious which have probably never

‘been made by one so young under any
‘circumstances  without the assistance
“either of books or a living tencher, were
the discoveries of hissolitary and almost
It was his fulher s

practice-to teach his children’ to read: -
and ivrite; as they reached whathe -
deemed a'proper age; but James was
too impatient to wait till ‘his regular
time. While hisifather was teaching ..
his elder brothers, James would listen
to his instructions, and when he was-Jeft
alone would get the bool and work hard
to master the lesson ; -being ashamed,.
as he says, to let-his father know what
he was doing ; he sometimes applied to
an old woman in the neighbourhood to
solve his difficulties. - Fle thus learned
to read before his father ‘was ‘aware he
knew his letters.
When he was about seven years of
age, a simple- incident .occurred ‘which.
seems to have given-to his mind its first -

‘bias to what" became his favourite pur- .

suit.  The roof of the cottage having
partly fallen in, ms father in order to
raise it again, apuhed a beam o \t in
the form of a lever. The circumstance;
attracted the son’s attention ; and after
examining it, he perceived that his father -
applied his strength to the longer end
of the lever ;. this he concluded was an:
important circumstance. He proceeded
to verify his opinion by experiment. 1
thought” says he* that it was a great
pity that by means of this lever a weight..
could be raised but a very little way.
On this, T soon imagined that, by pull-.
ing round a wheel: the weight might.be-
raised to any height by tying @ rdpe to
the weight, and winding the rope atound
the axle of the wheel; and that the
power gained must be just as great as!
the wheel was broader than the axle.
was thick.”

two of the mosat iinportant elementary

i 25 .

The child of seven years c
"had thus, it will be observed, discovered:’
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“ ‘traths in mechanics——thé lever, and the
‘wheel and axle. He afierwards discov-

" “efed others’ withoat -either - books or

-’ teachers, and with no instruments ex-
~“cept a turning Jathe and a knife. Aﬂer
‘having made his discoveries he proceed
" “ed:to write a description of them, think-
ing his to bo-the first treatise ever com-
rosed on the subject.

~"xHe ‘spent some years in the employ- |
©~ zaent of a shepherd; and while his

~ flock was feeding around him, used to
busy himself in making models of mitls,
‘spinning wheels ete., during the day,
and-in'the study of the stors at night.
"When a little older, he went into the
service'of another farmer. After the
Jabors of the day, young Ferguson used
to go at night to the fields with a blan+
ket about him, and a lighted candle,
and: then lymg on his back, pursued for
~ long hours, his observations on the hea-
-venly bodies. - %1 used to streich,” says
‘he, “a thread, with small beads on it
. at arm’s length -between my eye and
the stars, sliding the beads wpon it till
they hid such and such stars from my
eye, in-order to take their apparent dis-
tances from one another, and then Jay-

* -ing the thread down on a paper, I matk |

+ .ed the stars thereon by the beads. My

. master “at first lauglied at me; but

" when: 1 explained sy meaning, he en-
eouyaged me to goon; and that I might

astronomy and mechhmcs was eIected'
a'member.of the RoyaI Socwty in 1763,
‘and published several works on his fa-
vourite subjects. Many of these works
were translated into foreign languages,
and admired througout Europe. - He
died in 1776, having for many years
enjoyed- a ‘distinguished reputatlon at
home and abroad. :
Here are inspiring examplesof success
under the most. unfavourable eircum:

alove for persons of extraordinary intel-
lectual powers. It is not what is usu-
ally called genius that is wanting; it -
is resolution, perseverance. , Atrdent love
of knowledge is conspicuous in all the
examples we have selected.  Untiring
perseverance in the pursuit of their- ob-
jects, secured their success. These ex-
amples also show Bow mdependent we
really are of those external circumstan-
ces, which, in the commencement of our
career, make such a vast diftevence be-
tween man and man. Ourindustry and
perseverance will make and contral cir-
cumstances. The great Majority of
those distinguished characters who have
influenced the destinies of the world,
have been selfmade men. There isa
determination, an energy,a force in
their character which could only have
been acguired by personal action ; these
qualiiies could never be imperled nor

-meke fair copiesin tbe day time of what/’ndw\ed Bor infused ; they must, lf pos-

. I:had done in the night, he often wort./d
for'me himself, I shall-always zve a
respect for the' meniory of that man.”—

" The limits of this ariicle will not allow

. mae to follow Ferguson through all the

" . changes of his life ;- suffice it tosay that

e became in 1748 a popular lecturer on

sessed, be acquired.
TO BE CORTINUED.

—r) G I !

Gad tolerates censorious spirits; that
we may be taught to correct faults,

which good men would never notlce.

stances. Such vxctones are hot reserved -
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.

. OUR SECOND VOLUME.

volume of this Magazine. It will
be percelved that we have greatly
lmptoved the work in its mechanical
department. 1t is printed on a better
article of -paper, and. there is a different
~arrangement in the type, which, with
. other. things, improves the external and
internal appearance of the work. And
with these improvements in the mechan-
" cal executlou of eur numbers, we are
resolved to have a corresponding im-
- provement in the editorial department.
Mr. Printer shall not monopolize all
the praise ; he is entitled to much, it is
irue, but those who furnish matter for
our pages must come in for their share
of the credit.

We have made asrangements to have
several ladies and gentlemen added to
-aur list of contributors, whose produc-
tions will greatly .increase the mental
pleasure and profit of our readers. And
we may as well name it here, as any
where, we solicit well written articles
for our pages, from persons friendly to a
sound, moral and elevated literature in
our country. Ours is not the work of
a party, nor of a sect; true, we have
our political and religious principles and
opinions, and we are well established
in them ; -‘we are no ¢ weather cock ;"
bit at the same lime,we are not condue-
ting this monthly for the purpose of
" diseminating our particular - political
and religious views. The Bible is our
-basis. Its trath, its religion, we would
-advance; and its politics, or-in other

@ms number commences the second

J .

words, all - political - economy, \ia'f:d o
human government, agreeing with. ite

| principles, shall receive: our concurrence.

Persons thed wishing well to- man, and'
those especially, desiring the improve-
ment of Canada, its education; morality,
and religion, may safely give us theu'
support. . .

“We will make the work as valuabls
as it possxbly can be made for the prlce.'

Was our price two or three dollars per . .

annum, we could, of course, makethé
publication much better, but the circula-
tion would be much smaller, and the
work would do less good. The price
puts the Gem within the reach of every
youth, and every family in the province,

‘Wxshmo' to increase the number of -our

readers as far as pogsible, we choose to
continue the price with which we com-
menced, and shall add improvements to
the work as fast as our list of Pay /mg'
subscribers shall warrant it.

——

TO ALL 6UR FRIENDS.
iAo w is the time for you to exert
¥ \'J‘L yourselves in behalf of our enter.
o7 prize.  Let every  subscriber "ob-
tain one more, and the number on our
list is at once doubled, and so on; Some
of our patrons, (thanlk’s to them;) are
doing nobly; can we not prevar' upon
all to enter into the work, and'at oace
do their handsomest, and let us forth-
with witness with pleasure and grati-
tude the result. ,One dollar is a small
sum,.and hundreds would subscribe if
some one would ask ‘them. - Every
person procuring four new subscribers,
and sending us 4 is entitled to the fifth:
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to -interest themselves in béhalf of the
The present
"is the best time in the year to procuré
subscnbers in most parts of the country,
sand it being at the ¢ommencement ol
' “the volume, also males it zeasonable.
"Phe Gem is liberal, just and independent,
and shall be made to recommend itself
in every circle where it- shall be read.
'We say again to our friends give us

“your aid ; and give it now,

s e
) '1'6. OUR BUBSCRIBERS.

"¥9 rour patrons would all pay for this
g work in advance it would be a saving
to themselves, and an advantage to
" We would much sooner receive
"'from each, one -dollar now, than one
_ “dollar an a half six months, or a year
hence.. Why this is so, is a matter
that concerns us; we name it at the
‘ commencementof thé volume in order to
be honest and just with our subsribers.
Af you ;pay now,or before the issue of the
third ‘number, one dollar will pay for
‘the worl for ‘one year; but if you prefer
paying-one dolar and a quarter, or one
dollar and a half for the work, we will
* have. to submit to "} but in every case
payment must be made accordiag to
our ferms. Nearly five hundred of our
subscribers have not et paid for the first
volume; now this."is really too bad.—
- Our expences are heavy; we pay a large
amount every month for. extras for the
worlc ; such as pictures, covers, and
binding, not to name the-¢ost, of paper

and the wages of printers’; ‘and then to-
send ont the work:in good- style and get’

This is offeied to induce. persons

no return from hundreds, is poor pay:for:
our Jabor and pains, and if continued, .
must prove ruirous to our business.—-
One dollar, or one dollar and s, half, is.

but o trifle to each delinquent subscri:

ber, but when half a thousand of these .
are put together they form a’ large
amount, fo us; the want of which pres-
ses us very hard just now. .We hope’
this is sufficient, and that all subscribers
in arrears will pay to our ‘agents, or .
send the amount of their several sub.
seriptions to us, post paid, without delay.
And we will make one more offer;
every subscriber in arrears now, owes

‘us.one dollar and. a half ; but, every one

of these- that will send us, immediately,
or before the issue of oiir next number,
two dollars, free of postage, shall receive
a receipt for the first and second volumes
of the worlk.

—— O E—

NOTICE_S.

E have received the first number of
the “Unfettered Canadian,” a
monthly magazine just started at

Brockwlle, Edited and published by Mr -

Robert Dicle.  Itis to be devoted princi-

pally to the subject of Medicine, and its

motto is “ Medical Reformer.”- Judging
from the No. before us, we conclude this’
monthly will be efficiently ‘conducted.

Theold school Physicians may now look

out. The Reformers in the science and

practice of medicine have at length got-
up a journal for the support and de-
fence of their rights, and they seem de-
termined that the people of Canada shall
be “unfettered,” so far as the privilege”
of employing doctors and nursés, and:
drinking herb tea, are concerned. '

#

i
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“The eﬁ'orts bemg made by certain

. medlcal men in " the ] Province to get an
act of Parliament to protect  as they |’
term’ it," their profession and practice,

awill meet with a strong opposition trom
this periodical. And it will be employ-
ed to support the Botamc systen of med-
ical practice. We are glad to receive
We
déubt not it will be productive of much
good ; for there is great room for reform
among our M. D.’s both in practice and
prices. Each No. contains 24 pages
Octavo, and the price of the work is orie
dollar’ per annum.

Tue Youne Pnoan s, Mizror.—
This is the title of a month]y magazine
pubhsh_ed atNew York by Mr. C. Wal-
ker, and Edited by Mr. B.J. Lossing.
It is oue of the best works for the juve-
nile reader that we have seen. 1t is
strictly moral in its character, its articles
are of a nature to inspire in the minds
of youth a thirst for learning and know-
ledge, and it contains many beautiful
and useful illustrations. The price is
but half a dollar per annum. We can
cordially recommend this paper to our

readers and friends throughout the prov- |.

ince; and were it not for the obstacle
thrown in the way by the Postal ar-
rangement between the two govern:
ments, it would be well supported in this
country.

—— § C——

Virtue is a safeguard and good re-
commend in every sphere of life.

— ) S

He who can convince, will never

‘ dictate,

PROVINCIAL LUNA']‘IG ASYL‘UM. .

(BTBE ENGRAVING.)

7% isa pictureof the Provincial Lunatic.
Asylum,erected last yeas,in thiscity.

Want of space prevents us from giving -

a deseription of this building here, but,

we will do so in a future issue of this
This edifice is built of briclk in -
‘the most-substantial manner that it is -

worlt,

possible to erect a pile of thal material.
Lt is immencely large, and exceedingly
beautiful in appearance.
the most expeansive and superb building
in Western Canada, and does credit,

alike to the province and to the archi-. -

tect, It was built by a parliamentary-

grant, and the lnstitution is under. the.-

supervision of the Government.

The Asylum stands at the west end
of Toronto, on Queen Street, fronting-
the Jake. We have two beautiful views

of the building, one a south view pre-. °

senting it as seen from the lake; and

W UR embellishment for. this number :

Itis, perhaps, -

the other a north view showing itas

viewed from Queen street. One of these.
views we give in this number.

— ) ——

‘W e have given the account of Frank-. .

lin’s interview with Gov. Burnet, for-
the purpose of inspiring as far as. possi-

ble, our youthful readers with the deter-

‘mination to improve their minds, be
their circumstances what they may.—
The story is an old onc, but it is none

the worse for that, and will we believe
be read with interest and profit by both

young and old.
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PROSPECTUS OF OUR SECOND
VOLUMBE. ’

mis Magazine is published Monthly,
% in the City of Toronto, C. W,
> each number contains T'wenty-four
Octavo pages. The work is embellished
throughout the year with Plates from
Steel and Wood engravings; and occa-
, sionally a Colored Flower in addition.
T'he second volume will be neatly print-
ed oun good paper, and sent out in printed
covers. At the end of the year a Title-
page and Index are given.

TERMS:

1. Where payment is made in ad-
vance, Five Shillings, per annum; if
not paid before the end of Three Montbs,
Six Shillings and Three Pence; and
where payment is delayed Six Months,
Seven Shillings and Six Pence.

2. Any person farnishing four sub-
‘scribers, with pay in advance; shall
~ receive a fifth copy gratis.

. 8. No_subscriptions received for a
less term than one year. It is desira-
ble that all subscriptions should com-
mence with the first number of each
. volume. By this method, subscribers
~will have complete volumes of the
work. ¢

4. All Communications on business,
or connected with the Editorial depart-
ment, should be Post Paid, unless
containing cash to the amount of 84,
or an article for the Gem, from a regular
eontributor to its pages. '

5. These Tetms, as stated, will
hereafter be strictly adhered to.

Ministers of the Gospel of every de-
nomination, Post Masters, Teachers,’
'and other responsible persons, are cor-
dially invited to act as Agents for this
work. By so doing, they will assist i
the diffusion of truth, and in placing a
work within the reach of every family -
in Canada, which will in no way en-
danger the morals, nor the religious:’
principles of either young or ¢ld.

This work is not devoted to the in-
terest of any particular denomination;
nor to the support of any party in poli-
tics ; but aims at the present and eter:
nal happiness of the whole humam
family. We aim at cultivating a relish
forsound, elevating and useful literature;
and at furnishing for our readers, from
month to month, well stored pages of
reading matter, which shall prove alike:
pleasing and profitable to their minds.
Our readers have now travelled with
us through one year. How far we-
have succeeded in providing for them
rich, and wholesome, mental bread, they
of course, can best judge. It has been
our aim to make the journey as plea-
sant as possible, where we have failed,
we crave their indulgence, and promise
improvement in future. We invite all
our old companions and as many new
ones as possible, to journey with us
through another year. We venture to
promise them many a pleasing ‘hour,
while taking a survey of places, men,
and things, as we proceed. The ex-
pevse will be but trifling, while the
amount of information that shall be
given, and the numerous opportunities.
for improvement which will be presen-
ted, will be of great importance and

. value to all. ~



