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LITERATURE.

Poetry. (1)

A Leetare delivered in French, at a sitting of the French Canadian
Institute of Ottawa, on Friday the 26th February 1868, by the Rev.
Zn. MacDoxxery, Dawsos,

No excuse ueed be offered for commeucing with Poetry. The
Poets were the carliest instructors of mankind, They were the Sages
and Theologiaus of che primitive ages. Therr laaguage was indeed
highly privileged ; for God bimseif was pleased to make use of it in
communicating his will to men. The greatest of his chosen servants
who acted as his ministers and ambassadors to the world, were emi-
nently poets. What could equal the sublime strains of Isaias and
Ezekiel, the plaintive notes of Jeremias, the varied hormony of
David, or the catraucing sungs of Solomon, the wirest of men? This
King, 80 renowned for his learning, was also the greatest poet of his
time. His poetical compositions were renarkably, numerous. (I11L
Kings 4; 42.) * Solomon also spoke three thousand parables; and
his Poems were a thousand and five.”” Who has not heard of the

(1) It may be proper to observe thatit was resolved to insert the
Lecture on the Poets of the Canadian Provinces, in the Jouraal of Edu-
cation &t the request of the Bon. Thomas D'Arcy McGee. It was the last
or almost the last request that the Hon, and lamented gentleman ever made
to any friend in this world. The Lecture, as already mentioned, was deliv-

* cred in French to a French Uanadian Socicty,— The French Canadian

Lilerary Institute of Otlawa.

The French Canadian Poets of tho Province of Quebec are tgeatcd of as
well as the Poetg of that Province and those of theother Provinces of the
Dominior who have written in English. .

The Poets forming the subject of the Lecture will be given in the order
in which they were delivered. It is presumed that such readers of the
Journal as prefer French to English Poetry, will have as little objection
-%0 this arrapgement &3 was shewn by the andience to whom the Lectare

-
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Bards of ancient times? Among the Celtic Nations especially, they
enjoyed much respect, and o high social status. They were not un-
frequently the Rulers of their people, and they nlways possessed
political power. This may have had its inconveniences, which how-
ever were outweighed by the many blessings that attended this
salutary and eivilizing influence. It was a powerful corrective to the
despotic tendencies of warlike chiefs; and it kept within bounds the
selfishuess of the powerful and the theories of politicians.  Whilst it
prevailed, the numerous Celtic people of the pre-Christian ages
enjoyed a degree of civilization and refinement quite unknown
to the Frank and Saxon. No wonder if poetry and its votaries
exercised sojmuch power of old in the world; for song is of heavenly
origin. Jt is the language of those who dwell in Heaven. Did not
the beloved Disciple when he beheld in vision (Apoc. 155 2, 3.) the
celestial abodes, hear the servants of the most %igh ¢ ginging the
song of the Lamb,” whilst they beld in their bands ¢ the barps of
God?’ Are we not also informed (Luke II ; 13, 14.) that when an.
nouncing the Saviour's birth ¢ a multitude of the Heavenly Host
were heard praising God ™ in these sublime strains: ‘¢ Glory be to
God on bhigh, and on carth Peace to men of Good will?

Houor then to divinest Poetry! If it has enshrined the Myths of
Pagan Antiquity and so preserved the carly traditions of the human
race which} they wonderfullz shadow forth, it expresses also those
sublime conceptions of the Patriarch and Prophet world, togzether
with those revelations from above, those manifestations of the Divine
mind which constitute our Religious System, Few, only a select few,
are privileged to speak its language. Fewer still are gifted to dis-
course in its loftier strains.

That Canada, so young a Couatry as yet, should have produced
any Poets at all is more to be wondered at than that it should have

roduced 50 few. Such a thing as learned leisure is scarcely known
in these regions, so lately a howling wilderness, so recently snatched
from their wild forest etate, and from the possession of the bear and
the wolf. Who, in so new a state of Society as Canada present%
has time to labour in the field of Literature, or who, can gather an
enjoy its fruits? Where there is so little appreciation of literary
efforts, i3 it matter of surprise that such efforts should be propor-
tionally few. Every species of lubotir deservesits reward. In what-
cver field the labourer is employed, %e is worthy of his hire, The
Poet even must enjoy this meed. Nor does be toil forsuch sordid
gain. He, more, far more, than men generally, is above mere
material considerations, but, he is entitled to his reward. And if he
find it not in the good taste and the amrcciative mind of his fellow-
countrymen, where in this world, shall he look for it ? He speaks not
tho language,—he knows not tho sentiments of foreign lands, He
must have his audience at home.  And it must covsist of those, who
have cverything except perhapa.his genius, in common with him,—
the same country, the ssme kindred, tho same feclings, the same
tongue and the same destiny.  Grant him this and he will rejoice in
his abundant recompense. Our Canadian Poets enjoy not as yet,
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any such advantages. They are not known as they ought to be
known. Such an evil, time only snd the growth of knowledge, can
remedy, as it will one day be remcedied. Meanwhile, let all the triends
of letters not only aspire to, but also lubour to bring abont this wost
desirable consummation.

In paming to you the Poets of Canu la, this eveniag, I shall not
pretend to class themn according to thew merita. Lot it suftice for
the present, 10 onumerate them in such urder as I have been able,
rather hurriedly, to collect their names and some particulars of their
lives, 1 leave it to thuse dictators in the republic of letters,—the
critics,—to assign to each one, his proper place on that far famed
hill, the summit of which 8o few can reach. I would not, howerer, have
it to be understood thut I aim at presenting 1o vou a complete Cana-
dian Parnassus. Whilst those Pocts ouly wiil be noticed whose
warks are decidedly before the Canadian public, and have attracted
more or less critical attention, others of equal merit perhays, may be
omitted, either because they are less known, or because 1 have not
yet becume acquainted with them,

PART L.
BRITISH CANADIAN POKTS,

Allow me now without further picfuce, to offer to you a cursory
view of our British Canndian Pucts. We are all, indeed British Cana-
dians. But you will understand that I speak of such Cavadiun Pocts
as huve written in Euglish,

Mg. I3ivore G. ASCHER may surely be clussed amony our Canadian
Poets. Although born at Glusguw, Scotlund, and now a Citizen of
the British Metropolis, he acquired his early knowledge of Letters in
Canada, having come, or rather having been brought by his family, to
this country when ouly eight years of uge and having spent here about
thirty years of his lite. The date of his arrival in Cuunda is 1535,
He went to England in 1864. He leads there the life of a literary
man contributing to the more celebrated periodicals, &e. Critics
speak of his genuine poetic feeling, his melody of diction and hap-
piness of expression.  An edition of hiy earlier lyrical compositions,
together with inore recent pieces having been published in 1%63,
under the title of ¢ Voicks o¥ The Heantn,” was speedily exhuusted.

Colburn’s Month!y says, referring tu this work: ¢ We luse ourselves
in that iudescribuble absence from sensual vbjects whick is a vision
of our higher humanity."”

Heury Giles writrs in the Buston Transcript that ¢ the moral
spirit throughout (this same work) is of the highest.”’

The later poems of Mr. Ascher give proof of mure matured poctic
ability. I caunot give a better idea of hia style than by quoting one
or two picces. What a beautitul allegory is not ¢ SLEgp Axy Deata?”

The gentle night, tranguil as Eden's calm,

Before the voice of Sin disturbed the air,

QO'er crept and nestled to the weary earth.

The moonbeams stole to kiss her loveliness,

And blent their mellowed splendour with the dark,
To beautify the shadows of the world.

And then, the unchanging galaxies of Heaven
Flashed out eternal rays, to stamp the night

With glory and immautability.

Then flew with lightning wing, through quickened space,
Two messengers from Heaven, clad alike

In purity and calm ineffable.

The splendid vesiure of the gentle night

Clung to the skirts of both : a crown of stars
Circled the head of one, whose beauty seemed
Diviner than her sister’s ; soon they touched

The summi. .f an undulating hill,

Bordering the noisy haunts of busy men :

And the red moou, showcring yellow flames,
Illumed the clumps of furze and ‘ruiling weeds
To seeming asphodels and amaranths !

With arms enfolded tenderly o'er each,

As if & subtle sympathy of love

Had kait their souls, they hushed their dreamy flight ;—
Then sleep, beneficent, scattered abroad

Th’ invisible seeds of slumber, taking root

Within ihe jaded hearts of human kint,

To blossom into gossamer flowers of dreams,
Casting a fragrance through the resting brain
Lightly and fleety in an aérial maze.

Then puling Infancy, and fretful Age,

And querulous Youth, and sighing Maidenhood,
Lay smiling in the beauty of repose ;

And Heaven-born Peace, unconscious of her power
Through shadowy chambers entered noiselessly,
And dimpled Innocence with loveliness,

And flung a chustering calm and tender smile
On faces harsh with cankering toil and care;
Then Sleep, caraptured at her marvellous work,
Like one accused of kindness, who might droop
A lowly glance, unwilling to be praised.
In bright contentment gazed upon the earth,
I'pon the happy dwellings wrapt in calm,
And gave her sister Death, this utterance :
“ What song exultant can he praise to Giod
For choosing me to lavish govd on man?
When Night, stamping her holiness on earth,
Flies at the teader touch of warbling Dawn,
Men clasp my memory, and bLicea my 1ame,
What truer recompense can angels know
Than homage of a prayer and grateful love?”
Then Death—a quiet sadness in her tunes,
A tender melancholy in her smile,
Her starry eyes guffused with starry tears,
Such as immortals weep—gave answer thus ;
i If custing forth the heavenly balm of goud,
And earping gratitude of lasting love,
I3 even angels” highest privilege,
O would that I might earn a grateful prayer!
Alas! men hate me in their restless fear,
For I am, in their thought, an encmy,—
A cruel, bitter vengefu! enemy.”
Then Sleep replied :

“ What boots it that men fear,
Not knowing what they fear, as children dread
The ominous darkness of a lovely room,
As palsied Age may loathe to scan the pas!,
The ruined chasm of the buried years,
Filled with a Wwasted heap of cankering hopes,
Defeated plans and baffied aims of Youth;—
Not deemiog Endleas Wisdom shattered them.
We both are peaceful messengers from God §
Thy touch may huch, like mine, the serrowing soul,
And banish evermore the groans of pain ;
The peace | breatie is but a ficeting calm,
But thine is like the eternal calm of stars!
My love a boon for earth, but thine for Heaven!
The dead Day summons me tu heal men's griefs
The pallid Dawn enfolds me in her arms.
And the world wakes to cares of yesterday ;
But thy far reaching cndless love, like His,
Which finite wisdom never wholly grasps,
Casts infinite peace upon the soul of man,
Who wakes to bless thee in Eternity!”

The angel ceased, and Death in speechless joy
Drooped on the arm of Sleep, and perfect calin,
Shedding a blissful sanctity o'er each,

Likeas the sugels to our mortal eyes!

One more Piece from Mr. Ascher and I think § shall have quoted
enough to justify public opiniun and th: eulyzics of learned critics.

THE FALLING SNOW.

Fall, like peace, O gossamer s1'ow !

While searching winds are roamiog abroad ;

Fall, in your wealth, on the world below,
Like a blessid balm from God!

Fall, like kisses upon the earth,

That is cold and cheerless and full of woe,

And fill its heart with a sense of mirth,
Silent and loring snow !

Fall, in your wonderful parity,

Fair as & bride's unsullied dress ;

Fall from heaven's immensity,
Un our autuma dreariness.

Fall like a lover's phantasy
That the heart of a maiden might yearn to kpow ;
Fall like & loving memory

On a soul o'erladen wiih woe.

Fall like the light of an infant's smile,

That sweetly beams for a mother alone ;

Fall iike bope when it dawns awkils
On s doubting heart of stone.




Fall like tears that leave us resign'd
When the soul submits to & haplees doom ;
Fall like light that falls on the blind,

On a lifo o'ersteeped in gloom

Fall like the bountics God has given,

While the mournful winds are piping shond ;

Fall like the hints we have of heaven, '
Like a blessid balm from God !

The next Poct un whowm | must bestow & few words ix o native |
Canadian,—the late Joux McPutrsoy who was born at Liverpool,
Nova Scotis, in 1817, aud who died 1847, in the Proviuee of hisl
nativity, This child of the Muses yave proof of a serivus ad studious
mind in his early hoyhood.  Delicate heaith, together * ith the hard !
and thankless profession of & schovimuster sudiy marred his genius,
Troubles, difficulties and disnppointments were his lot through life.
He was wo delicately sensitive that the least word of critivism robbed
him fur a time of tranquitlity and happiness. 1 am not aware of any
other work published iu his lifetime than his poem of 16 pages * The
Praisg or Warkr.”" A prize wus awarded to lnm for this work aa
the best Pvem vu temperance.  His posthumous work ¢ THe Hawr
or Acama ™ consisting of moral and descriptive poems iu 29¢ pages
12mo, and published by his friend Mr. J. 8. Toxrsox, sttracted much
attention. It has been warmly eulogized by the most competent
judges. The poems which it coutains do not evince great imaginative
power, nor are they rich in gorgeous descriptions, or the firc of sus-
tnined passion, ** but,”” says that accomplished authoress Miss
CrotiLpa JenNiNgs, “ they are melodivus, tender and original. They
are not the reflex of bis reading, they are his own genuine utterance.
Grace and perspicacity of expression, usually one of the charms lust
acquired by accomphished and well trained authors, seem to have
been the vuconscious Eossessmn of this one ; and when we remember
how little he was aided iu this way by the society of Huent talkers, the
suggestions of judicious critics, or the influence of early discipline,
we venture to conclude that he was taught and endowed very much
as the ruvens are fed und the Iiics clothed.™

Eowanp J. Cuaruay, Professor of Mineralozy in University Col-
lege, Toronto, although devoted to scientific studies, has produced
some poetical compositions of very great beauty ;—a proof, if any
were needed, that Poetry and Science are not antagonistic. His
chief poetical work is called ¢¢ A Soug of Charity,'” published at
Toronto in 1857. Critics are agreed that this learned Professor
possesses the genius of Poetr;{. ) i

Mz. Bioser, a sative of Nova Scotia, but now resident at New
Orleans. has pubiisbed a work of 238 pages L6mo, celled “ the Forest
Pilgrims and other Poems.”” Some of the purely imaginative pieces
in this work are spoken uf by critics as being of a high order of
merit.

Miss Mauvy J. Harzuaxy of Nova Scotia has written some elegant
fugitive pieces in verse for the press of that Province. )

. DaXIEL CaREY, an eminent Journalist of Quebee, hasentiched
the literature of the countiy with sume very meritorious poetical com-
positions.

Mgra. Raopa ANx Farigyer, (aéc Paige), was born at Hackney,
near London, England, in 1826, This very nccomrlished Lady had
scarcely given proof of her fine poetical talent in s little work mllqd
# Wild Notes from the Backwoods,'’ when she was cailled from this
earthly aphere. Mr. Dewart relates a pleasing but melancholy cir-
cumstance connected with her early death at Cobourg in 1863. He
had written to ask rome contributions for his ¢ Selections.”’ Her
husband replied that through severe illness, she was unable to comply
with this request. A few weeks afier, ¢ Wild Notes’' wassenttv
Mr. Dewart by Dr. Powell of Coboutg, with a request to ingert some

ieces from it in his work, and stating at the same time that the author

died the week before. Qne of the Pieces which Mr. D. selected

—¢ Dreans,” and which I need ask no apology for quoting, would
alone suffice as an enduring monument of her genius:

Dreams, mystic dreams, whence do ye come—
In what land far off is your fairy home—
From wheuce off at night do ye hither stray—
Where aye do ye flee at the dawn of day ?

Ye ne'er can fold your wand'ring wings,

Ye wild unfathor.iable things !

Come ye from a beautiful world afar—

The 1and where the lost and the loved ones are,—
That ye oft bring back in your shadowy reign
The sounc of their voices 10 earth again,

And their sunny smiles and their looks of light,
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Ye have brought agnin to the mother's breast
The child she hath taid in lis grave to rest,
And lo! she hears him prattling at her kuee,
And she waiches with joy hts infant glee,
And kiscc s again that fairest young brow
That can wect but & worin s caresses now.

Ye have opened the captive’s prison door,

And he stands on his own hearth-stone otce more,
And hid Sire is there with words of blessing,

His Mother with tenrs and fond caressing,

And a Sister's form to his heart is clasped,

Aud a Brother's band in his own is grasped,

And he feela nor fetter nor galling chain,

He is rafe ! He is free ! He's home again !

The murderer lies in his murky den,

His crime ever hidden from human ken.

Of his victim's fate few ever may know,

Noue ever may tell who hath steuck the blow ¢
But dreams ! ye have brought to his sight again,
Him whum his hund hath remorselessly slain—
With his ghostly smile and his glassy cye

And h.s finger pointing in mockery.

O dreams ! ve sre strange and werrible things,
When ye come in the might of conscience’ stings !

Lo! the child ties down in his cradle bed ;

Aud Lis soft hand pillows his drowsy Yead,
And his parted lips have a cherub smise,
Untouched ¢'er by sorrow, unstained by guile ;
Falls Heaven's snectest light on bis baby brow,
And he Lists to the ¢ Angels whisper * now.

O bright are ye, dreams, and beautiful things
When ye visit the child on Seraph’s wings !

The warrior dreams of the laurel wreath,
And he rushes on to the ficld of death,

The minstrel dreams of the ne'er fading bay,
While pouring his soul in his fervid lay ;
And the soldier lics with thousands as brave,
And the minstrel filleth 8 nameless grave

Oft the Statesman dreams of ambition's dower,
Of the pride of wealth and the pomp of power,
Of a people’s trust and a people’s love

That the waning years of Lis life may prove ;
And when ape hath palsied both brain and limb,
Oh, s8ad is the waking awaiting him !

The lover oft dreams of a mortal brow

To shine ever blessed and bright as now ;

Uf an earthly love which no power may change,
No sorrow e‘er dsrken. nor time estrange,

That shall know no shadow, uo fear, no fall,—
Oh his is the wildest dream of them all !

We arc dreamers all, we shall still dream on,
Till the vision of life itself be done,

Till the weary race to the goal is run,—

Till the fevered pulses are checked and chilled,
Till the flutterring heart is for ever stilled,

Till the final struggle at leongth is v'er,

And we quiet lie down (o dream no more.

You may not all be aware that British America claims an OLivag
GowvsmtH.  This %mtlemln whose sweetness of versification and
happy smoothness of expression have heen praised by critics, was a
collateral descendant of the celebrated OLiver GoLbsuiTh who wrote
that beautiful and justly admired poem :

Sweet Auburn, loveliest village of the plain!

He attained the rank of Commissary General in his native Pro-
vince,—Nova Scotia. He devowed much of his time to lite
pursuits and published a Poem of 144 pages called ¢ The Rising
TVillage,' which reached a second edition in 1#34.

The Rev. ArchiBaLp Gray, Rector, (Ch. of Eng.), of Digby, Nova
Scotia, has publisbed “ Stades of the Hamlet and other ;oeul *
This work, it has been said, must add to the lustre of our native

nius.

Saram and Mary E. Herszrr have published a volume (237 pp.
of Miscellaneous Poems under the title of ¢ The Eolian Harp,' w
entitles them to a distinguished place amoug the Poets of British
North Americs,




Miss CroTitna Jexxixos is an nccomplished prose writer s well
as a Poetess.  Fow of her writinga huve appeared separntely.  Her
“ Linden RAhymes®' in a volume of 152 page« | kmo, under the assutned
name of ¢ Mandr" were published :xtl?nhfux in 1R34. The following
year she published ¢ The White Rose in Acadia,” and ** Autumn in
Nova Neotia,” a prise tale and Poem.  As a proof of her poctical
taleat, it muy be mentioned that the poem which she composed in
honor of the Burn's Centennry Celebration, was so highls thought of
b{ the Committee in Londou, thut they cuused it to be included in
¢« TAe Burn's Centenary Wreath,” (London, 1K39.)  Tn 155656 Misa
Jennings wen the prize offered ut Hulifux on the occasion of the geue-
ral public exlibition of the products of the Province of Nova Scotis,
for the best Tale and Poem llustrative of the history, munners
aud scenery of Nova Scotia.

Tax Hovomasre Josses Hows, M. P 8o well known as a Poli
tician and Urator, hss written verses accusionnlly in the course of his
long carcer. A little Poem cutitied ¢ Welville Island,”” which be
pnb%ished in his earlier days, hus been much pruised. The best proot
of the high appreciation of his fellow-countiymen is to be found in
the fact that one of his hest poetieal compositicns ¢ TaE SonG Fou
re CEXTENARY 7 of the toundation of Halitux, written in 1849, has
been set to music. It opens inthe following bold and putriotic steain

¢« Hail to the day ! when the Britons came over,

And planted their standtird with sea foam still wet!
Above and around us their spirits shall hover,
Rejoicing to mark how we hopor it yet.

Beneath it the emblems they cherished are waving,

The Rose of old England the road side perfumes;

The shamrock and thistle the North winds are braving ;
Securely, the May-fluwer blusbes and bluoms.”

Miss Hurenx Mar JonnsoNn was born at Magoyg, Province of
Quebec, in 1233. Her too early death occurred ut the sume pluce
in 1863. This Lady may be said to hive been burn with the genius
of Poetry. At the age uf fifteen she composed elegant verses. Only
five years later, sho published a volume of poems (219 pages) which
was received with great favor.  Her diction was spoken of as rich
and varied, not unfrequently pleasingly fizurative and the versifi-
cation as regular and pieasing. Her wonderful gift of song, however
is wmore apparent in her unpublished compusitions, some of which
may be seen in Dewart’'s ¢ Selections.”  Thig gentlewan, himgelf a
Poet, expresses a very high apprecintion of Miss Johuson's genins,
¢ Her Poetry,” he ogserves, ¢ ig charactervized by unaffected sun-
plicity, genwmne sensibility, often tinged by sudness, a deep sense ot
the insufficiency of earthly good, und ardent aspirations aiter the
things that are unseen and vternal.””  Her love of Poetry was a per-
ennial source of goluce to her in the trying circumstauces of hershoit
aud saffering lite. The deep teeling of melaucholy which pervades
some of her compositions may he purtly ascribed to this state of sut-
fering, and to the idea, always present to her mind, that her duys were
drawing to their cluse, as well as to her poetic genius. It belungs tu
such minds to be cinently pathetic, and this is always skin to me-
lancholy. Tle deep pathos which characterizes the genius of Miss
Johuson ig chiefly shewn in the pieces which Mr. Dewart has pre-
gerved, ¢ [ shall Depart,” ¢ To a Dupdelivn,” and *¢ Good Niy}l!.”
At the risk of rendcring you melancholy for 4 moment, I shall quote
this last piece. The sweetness and affection which it breathes, will
relieve soinewhat its awful solemnity.

GOOD NIGHT.

Mother, good night my work is done,—
I go to rest with the setting sun;

But not to wake with the morning light,
So, dearest Mother, a long good night !

Father, good night! the shadows glide
Silently down to the river's side,

The river itself with stars is bright,
So, dearest Father, a long good night!

Sister, good night! the roses close

Their dewy eyes for the night's repose,—
And a strange damp mist obscares my sight,
So, dearest Sister, a long good night |

Brother, good night! the sunset flush

Has died away, and a midnight hush

Has settled o'er plaio and mountain height,
So, dearest Brother, a long good night !

Good night! good night! nay, do not weep;
I am weary of earth, I long to sieep ;

I shall wake again with the dawaing light
Of eternal day ;—good night ! good night!
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¢ Tue Watcusr™ is not without a tinge of melaucholy, but you
will be pleased to observe how graphicully this pocin describes sume
of the things that are apt to happen in the course of a Canudian
winter.

Night comen, but he comes not! | fear
The trencherous ice : what do I bear ?
Bells 7 nay. | am deceived again, —

“Tis but the ringing in my brain,

== 1) how the wind goes shricking jast!
Was jt & voice upon the blast!

A cry for aid? My God protect!
Preserve his life—his course direct !

— Huw suddenly it hns grown dark '—
How very dark without !e—~bush! bark !
~— 'Tis but the creuking of the docr;

It opens wide and nothing more,

Theu wind and anow came in; [ thought
Sunie siraggler tood and shelter sought ;
Bul wwore | teured, tor feur is weak,

That some one came of him ta apwak,

To tell how long he braved the siorm,
Mow loog he kept his bosom warm

With thoughts of home, how lung he cheered
1lis wenry horse that plunged, and reared,
And wallowed through the drified snow
Till daylight taded, and the glow

Of hope went out,—how almostblind,

le pecred around, below, behind,—~

No road, no track, the very shore

All blotted ont.—oue struggle more

1t is thy last, perchance, bruve heart !

O God! g veef! the musses part

Of snow and ice, and dark and deep

The waters lie in death-like sleep ;——

He sees too late the chasm yawn;
Sleigh, horse and driver, all aze gone !
Father in Hiaven! 1t mav be thus,

But thou art gracious,— ity usz!

Save him, and me in merey spare !

What "twould be worse than death to hear.
— Hark ! hark ! am I deceived again ?
Nay, 'tis uo ringing in my bram,

My pulses leap, my bosvm swells—
Thank Gud it i3, ot ex hen i lls!?

Evay McCorn a rative of Scotlund.  This Purt whom Canada
now cluims, waus hoin ug Loch Fyue side in the year 1808, He was
and is still known there as ¢ The Mountsin Minstrel.””  Since the
days of McLuchlan, Mcleod aud Macdouald of Crief, vo writer has
done so much honor to the Gaelic lansunge. It wus indeed his
mother tungue, and he owed it, as he paid to it, the tribute of his
carliest poctical compositions Hisfirst wo.k, “d Collection of Poems
and Nongs in Gueliv,” 11 onee secured tor him o high place amony the
Burds ot his country.  Ou the appesntance of these poems, the eritics
were plessed to proaounce him second (v none among Ceitic Poets.
His inimitable *¢ Ode to Loch Duich” shewed how he appreciated the
picturesque scenery ol his native hiss and Lochs,—that ¢ land of
the mountain and the oud,” which has viten been the Poet's theme.
No wonder if he Joved that lund, and su duarly loved it, that when
hi3 Father aud famiyy ewigiated to Canads in ]y.“:ﬂ, be could ot be
prevailed upon to accompuny them. It was not il 1550, and when
compelled by the state ot his health to seek a change of air and sce-
uvery, that be visited Canada. He soon decided ou rewmaining in this
countrs ; and un appointinent in fhe Provincial Customs of Kingston
induced him to muke his howe in that City. He is the Bard of the
Caledonian Socivty there; and he has composed several Poems for
its annual celebrations,  Some ot these are much admired, and his
“Robin,”” composed for the “Burns’ Centennry Festival,” isconsidered
by the Kingstun critics, quite equal although, indeed, this is saying
a great deat, to the Countess of Nuirn's very pathetic song ¢ The
Land O the Leul.” lu 1a46, Mr. M:Coll published s volume of
Poems and sougsin Eaich. These compogitious aiso have com-
manded the attention of eminent criues. Dr. Norman McLeod
whilst tinding fac!t with sume imperfections of Rhyme, says ¢ there
are thoughts 50 uew and so striking,—images and comparisons so
beautiful and original--feeiings so warm and fresh that stamp this
Hi%ghlaud prasiui as ne oidinary man.”

‘his audience, I am swe, will hear with pleasure one of Mr.
McColl's English songs. It alludes to scenes with which you are

familiar,—* The Lake of the Thousand Islcs.”
( To be continued tn our next.)
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What Becomes of Teachers?

In this country the average time spent by teachers in their
cmployment is very short. In other professions thin time is
usually the entire poriod of life between carly manhood and old
age. It is scldom that a physicinn, lawyer or minister, abandons
bis profession till death or old ago intervenes. Thixs fuct is
obscrvable in most human employments. A man becowcn a
mechanic or a tradesiman, with the cxpectation of spending the
ﬁrcm,er part of his life in his chosen occapation.  In teaching,

owever, the case is strikingly difierent. A very large propor-
tion of those who are now in the schools of our State will, within
a short time, be found in other employments.  Comparatively
few, evea of those who are known ns pr-fessional tenchers, spend
more than fifteen yeurs in the nolmorroom. It is pertinent to
inquire, then. What Lecomen of toachere?

@ who examines the annual report of the State Superintend-
ent will probably learn that at least seven tliousand out of nine
thonnnfteachore in Michigaa are women. Tt is not difficult to
forw a probable conjecture as to what will soon become of a laige
E;oportiqn of these. [t seusible, ns most of themn are likely to

, they will marry before they have taught a year on the aver-
age. Wo are now speaking of those who set out with a deliberate
purpose to become teachers. It is no empty compliment to say
of auch that they very readily find good husbands. Did not n
certain Governor once tuke u colony of New England schoolma’ams
to the West 2 All along their lines of travel we may find
the protégées of Governor Slade, once teachers, now loved and ho
nored housewives. Of nin:ty per cent of lady teachers it may
be said with truthful brevity, they marry. Now, we may ask,
“ What becomes of the men?”  Has any one fuiled to observe
how large a proportion of professional men have been teachers ?
Probably one-half of all the men who are teaching in Michigan
to-day design to cuter the profession of law, medicine, or theo-
logy. Teaching accords with the tastes of such, affords some lei-
sure for study, and, withal, is aready way of raising funds for an
ulterior object. Of the other one-half a comparatively large
number will teach for only a few termws, and will then settle down
to some manual employment. Only a small per ceut of the whole
number design to teach permavently ; and even a large propor-
tion of these are forced by one circumstance or another to en-
gage in some other vocation. Practically, thercfore, teaching is
not a profession ; it can scarcely be called an employment. It is
merely an@vocation—a halting place on the road to some coveted
destination.

The next query is, Why is thisso? To agreat degree this
state of things involves its own continuance. Varadoxical as it
may seem, teaching is not a profession, because men do not de-
vote their lives and talent to it; and men do not this because
teaching is not a profession. The two motives which induce
men to enter n profession are philanthropy, und maney. The
motive is sometimes a mixed once: but as matters now stand, it
would seem that these 1wo elements are inverrely proportional,
the field offering the best facilities for yne being barren of op-
portunities for the other.  No one thinks of becoming a lawyer,
forthe goow 1¢ way Jdo wankind, and the clergyman who expects
to reccive more than a competence is visionary to the last degree.
What is the nature of the teacher’s motive? So far as those
are conocerned who lock directly towards another calling, an
answer is scarcely required. They seldom look beyond the salary
wuich shall enable them to reach a desired position. Bat there
are others who teach from choice, and are not looking towards
an ulterior object. These are they who constitute the profession
of teaching, if, indced, there be sauch a profession. It is with
reference to these that we azk why they do uot continuo to teach.
If we mistake not, there are two canses which have a direct and
coustant tendeucy to induce teachers to abandon their profes-
9o,

We do not live in patriarchal times, when men led a nomadio
life, to-day pitching their tentsbeside some water.course, and to-
morrow journeying towarids another camping ground. Men have
ceancd to be sojourners, and cagerly fix upon mome spot where
they may have u howme, u svored sput, around which the hand of
affection gathers whatever may minister to the wants and the
longings of the iuman soul. \{’bcn the Trojan women left their
barning city, they embraced the door-psta of their houses as a
Iast token of their veneration for homes made sacred by alternate
triumph and disaster—by special joys and the presence of the
penates.  There in u protouund and controlhing sentiment in the
liuman heart, which cuuses us to Jong for fixed hubitations where
we way continue to enjoy the society of those we love—where
we mny rest under the shade of the trees we have planted, and
where at lust we may rest from our labors. Tb's love of hcme
is the universal inspiration of the world's toilers. We are content
to labor and to suffer if’ ouly we may oe sooithed and refreshed
by the sucred conrulationr of our howes,  Here 1the worries of
life do not intrude. here cuvivus tongues are silent, here misre-
presentation does uot seck her victim.  What advantages for
the gratification of this sentiment does the teacher’s life afford ?
Tu a ajority of cases, such a home as his tastes require is an
impossibility. A houre and grounds, books and pictures, pre-
suppose an adequate income, such, as not one tencher in fifty
receives. Thix is not the place to inquire why this is s0; but
it ia sufficient for tiie present purpose to state the fact which is
patent to all. It is not true that teachers are chicfly, or even
largely, influenced by the mere question of salury ; and yet in
these days of hixh prices it is nceessary to look very carefully
to oue's resources. One of the causes which draw teachers ip-
to business or into the practice of other profession. is the cer-
tainty of a mcre liberal compensation. The education, industry,
and tact necessary to successfully adminicter the affairs of a
public school would, if'devoted to other pursuits, yield a generous
iucome,

But even grantingehat a teacher may be able to have a home
as the result of his lubors, what is the influence of the certainty
that he can it enjoy it but for a bricf period ? The position of
the teacher in this respect is anomalous. To every active ci-
tizen of this world there is a constant liability to run counter to
the feclings, wishes, or interests of those with whom he has to
do. Men's sentiments with respect to duty and propricty are
junfinitely varied ; and each one is subjcct to criticisms as varied
as the phases of humun character. In the voyage of life, there
is not merely a single Scylla and Charybdis, but every ineh of
progress is made hazardous by confronting dangers. Our liabil-
ity to incur censure is increased by the multiplied relations in
which we stand to others. Law presupposes relations, and the soli-
tary dweller in a wilderncss is alonefrec to do as he chooses, save
only with respect to his Creator. A single companion would at
once place bim within the reign of human law, and as the com-
munity should successively udd to its membersindividual relations
and responsibilities would be correspondingly multiplied. This
sawe principle obtains in schools. The number of pupils deter-
mines the relations which they sustain to each other and to their
teacher. Throngh each pupil, the teacher is brought into rela-
tions with a faumily, and through suocessive familics with a whele
community. What is the nature of these relations? It is one
of instruction and also of discipline. What is to be taught,
when tanght, and how tanght. are cach questions which admit
of widely different views. And then, as to discipline, it is hard
to conceive of a matter involviog such delicate and weighty is-
sues. In every community, there are those who object to every
species of puoishment ; others sanction corporal punishment,
but do not sgree as to the occasion, mode, or degree. In all these
respects the teacLer must act with sow.¢ uniformity. All must
be taught upon the same generzl plan, and for the same offence
one cannot be whipped and the other dismissed with a pious ad-
mouition to do 30 no more. Upon these accounts, as well as
upon others which will suggest themselves, the teacher stands in
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most intimate and varied relations, not only to his pupils, but
to the community in which he lives; and by recason of this his
every a~t is subjeot to the most varied interpretation. 8o far
the teacher's ponition does not differ in kind #rom that of other
persons ; but another fact makes it peculiarly critieal. Supnose
all porsons were obliged to employ a physician who had been
bired at a fixed salary: Awmonyg his paticnts are belicvers in allo-
pathy, homoepathy, hydropathy, ete., ote,, ete.  Tmagine, if pos-
sible, the occasious, real or supposed, which might induce a criti-
cism upon his professional course. How luug would one hold such
a position, dependent upon the will of the community ? In what
easential respect does this differ from the toacher’s position ? The
second cause which affects the continuanoe of teachers in their pro-
fession is the certainty thut they cannot cnjoy a permanent
home. Multitudes are content to labor for a mere sustenance;
but few are willing to always forego the enjoyments of a real
home. Under the present wsystemn of education, this state of
things is unavoidable. A clear understanding of the difficulties
which lie in the way of the teacher, and a catholic charity for
the imperiections incident to humanity, will modify, but cannot
lluifether change this feature of the teacher's life.

aving thus attempted to show what becomes of teachers, and
why they abandon their profession, we are led to inquire into
the effects produced by this stute of things. Educatiou, the most
comprehensive of all sciences and the one which directly involves
the dearest interests of humanity, is to-day in a rude state, hav-
ing no well-digested system of practice, and but few clearly de-
fined principles. Ruational practice it scurcely dreamed of, Em-
piricism is master of the field. 1low have other scicnces grown
to their present state ?  As history is the essence of innumerable
biographies, so each science is the aggregate net result of individ-
ual discoveries in a particular field of investigation. The present
generation of chemists reccived by inheritauce the discoveries
of all who preceded them ; and they will transmit to their suc-
cessors all this, and in addition whatever new truths they have
themselves discovered. In the historical development of each
science two things are cssential, an acquaintance with all the
facts previously discovered, and a zealous search after new truths
How is it with educational science ? Recall the names of all
who have devoted themselves to this subject. The list is a very
short ore. Name those who huve stood forth prominently, even
for a short time, a8 noted teachers, and have made valuable con-
tributions to this science. The namber is but httle larger. Name
the buoks which bear directly upon the scicnce of education. In
the next place, how many teachers of to-day first learned all the
great fucts which have been discovered in this department, before
entering upon the duties of their profession? The answers to
these questions are obvious, and the tacts which they disclose
may be traced directly to a sufficient cause—the lack of perma-
nent devotion to the pursuit of teaching. When men in sufficient
pumbers choose teaching as a pernanent employment, and carry
into their work a spirit of scientific inquiry, there will be sub-
tantial and noticeable progress in the sciei.ce and artof teaching.
Bat before this can be done, there must be a radical change in
our educational system. What the coming system shall be is the
great social problem of the age.—Michigan Teucher. (In New-
York Journal of Education.)

Employment of Teachers.

There is something radically wrong in the constant change of
Teachers that is taking place in almost every school section in
the province. Those who havelived in Great Britain or Ireland,
know how strikingly it contrasts with the permanency of the situa-
tions of teachersin those countries. How .iten this circamstance
is deplored by parents as well as teachers; and yet the evil con-
tinues. As wmatters stand, no teacher can count on holding his
situation longer than a year, however efficient be may be. Hence,
as ageneral thing, teachers make their profession a stepping-stone
to some other calling, and after a few years sbandon it to other
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youthful aspirants, who in turn follow their footsteps, just at
the time when they begin really to know how to discharge aright
the responsible duties imposed upon them. Yo long as this state
of things continues, tho cause of education will be retarded:
and. instead of schools being wrought up to the hizhest state of
cfficicnoy by teachers of long expericnce and thorough familiarity
with their work, they will be left to the management of novioes
ursuing their calling more from nccessity than choice, and long-
ing for the duy when somecthing permanent shall turn up and
rid them of the capricious uncertaintics of scholastic employment.
Instead of engaging a teacher year by year, let him receive his
appointment with the understanding that he ahall retain it so
long as he gives satisfaction and that he shall not be dismissed,
nor relinquish his post, without at lcast three months' previous
notice.— Bruce Reporter. (Ontario Journal of Education.)

English Public Schools Inquiry.

A report of the English Schools Im‘uiry Commission was dur-
ing the last Session, presented to Parliament. We find an abs-
truot in one of our English ccntemporaries which we subjoin. It
refers maiuly w widdle clasa education : —

“ Much complaint is made of the want of method and saper-
vision of the schools. T..e coantrolling authority has hitherto
been vested in the Court of Chancery, but in the scheols, every-
thing is unregulated, and cach marter does pretty much as he
pleases. The Comunssiouers divide the schools into three classes :
endowed, private, and proprietary. Tuc two last have growa
up as correctives of the endowment systen', which has been the
nucleus cf Epglish education for centuries. There are about
3,000 endowed schools many of which have lurge incomes. King
Fdward's sctool, at Birminghaw, has a present income of £12,
000 and expects to have £50,000 before 1900. The net income
of all the schools of this cluss mentioned iun the report is £200,
000 a year, and the total number of pupils educated is 36,874.
There are said to be over 10,000 private schools, and 12,000
pupils in proprietary schools.

 These last only educate a small number, and the middle class
are mainly dependt:nt upon the endowed schools, which are of a
very inferior grade. It seems incredible that so much money
should be spent with so little result, yet this is actualiy the case.
Birmingham with its £12,000 a year, teaches 400 boys. Leeds,
with an income of £1,481, teaches 237 boys. Manchester ex-
pends £2,527 upon 230 boys, and in other places the proportion
is about the sawe.

‘ Besides the small number of pupils the amount of instruction
given in these schools is very limited. They are called * classi-
cal” in their course, yet in wost cases the barest outline of read-
ing, writing, and arthmetic, and a little grammar azd history,
is all that 18 given. In some ivstances, even these are not taught.
Magnificent endowments are wasted in teaching the most elemen-
tary knowledge.

“ The Commissioners complain of the monopoly enjoyed by
the clergy of the Established Church, in educational affairs.
The utmost exclusiveness is practiced by them, and few if any
Dissenters are allowed any share ia the management. The schools
are often in very unsuitable situations. and wanting in ventila-
tion, cleanliness, and other sanitary essentiala.

“ The Commissioners advise the abolition of this clerical mon-
opoly and gratuitous teaching ; the improvement of the course of
study, and the appointment of an Education Board or a Miuister
of Education to have entire control over all the schools. M- ch
trouble has resulted from the abuse of charitable endowments,
and is it proposed to authorize a revisionary care over theee, so as
to properly carry out the wishes of their founders.”’ —J1bid.




e E———— e ]

e o e e m e — - - -

FOR THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

147

Pickings from Biune-Bookn.

As few of our readers can be expected to wads through the
volunies now issuing on Secondary eduecation in England, we
select one or two extracts which may be interesting and amu-
sin‘z. if not instructive. Rt
y Icre is a specimen of the apelling of a hopeful, cleven years
0olq—
* The Araba have all been wandering tribes and have dell in

tenests amid the trackls dersts which coverer a large porteon of
their contry. There erly history is very imperfectly knon, The|

first cvent that is wort recording was the birt of Mahomet,
This took place at Mecce a satiy on the border of the Read Sea
in the year 670 of the Cinatien era. Till the age of tewlve
Mahomet wus a coam!l drive in the dester. Ile after was spent
wmuch of hia time in Solou.. His dwelling was a lasme cave weri
he pretened to be cmpolyed in pray und metation. When he
was forter yeary old he set up for a prothp.”

The spelling of the last wurd is truly delightful.

“ One boy told me, " snys an Inspector, = that Jehovah was
king of Egypt in th~ time of Moses; another, that there were
seven apostles ; and the wajurity of the cluss did not know which
of the apostles betrayed the Lord, and whether the ¢ olive '—a
word constantly recurring in the pussage—was an animal, vege-
table, or what it was, none could tell.”

In another purt we lcarn that,

“ Of decimal fractions they knew next to nothing ; and I sus-
pect that even the schoolmasters, who confine thewmsclves to
teachiny commercial arithwmetic, would be puzzled with many a
divisiou sum in decimals, Une indeed disputed the fact that
(8) = 4% Another informed me, with great gravity, that § =.75,
as & fact not generally known! ™

** In a Norfolk school, which professed to give instruction in
ancient history, I was informed by onc boy that Alexander the
Great was a king of England, and by an another that he was a
king of France.”

INFLUENCE OF PARENTS,

Perhaps there is no school in the Kingdow, certainly there is
vone in my district, where the interfercoce of parents is more
tolerated than in the Berwick Cornoration Academy. At that
school, one parent, after threatening to ¢ double up ' the rector
for correcting his son, uctually forbade the boy to attend the
rector’s classes. The cunsequence might easily be predicted :
‘““ The boys in the rector's classes were the most ignorant and
insubordinate I have seen anywhere.”

INFLECTION OF VERBS.

® To the question, How i3 the past tense of verbs found ? 1
have received a vast number of answers like this one: ¢ By
adding d or ed, as sing, sung.’ One girl answers the question
simply thus: ¢ More, most.’ ”

HISTORY.

History is a great point in some girls’ schools. Here is a spe-
cimen of sowe of the written unswers given to the Inspector’s
questions. The Inspector says “it would have Leen easy but
tedioas to add to the collection "--

Lord Bacon. Henry III. Iic discovered a great many things
in chesmistry, aud discovered gunpower.

Lord Beacon was a celebrated philosopher, and he invented
gunpowder.

Sir Thomas Moore. Lord Chancellor of England. Wrote plays,
and lived in Henry ITIV. reign.

Sir Thomas More. A poct in the reign of Victoria.

Burke. A navigator.

Burke was an elegant writer, and his works have been uni-
versally read.

Gefley Chaucer was born in 1323, died 1400. He has called
gxe father of English poetry, und his works justify this appel-

tion.

Sir. I. Newton, George IV., astronemor.

| and regained.
- . celebrated verses—

| twenty cqually bad.

’ Dr. Johnson, one of the brighest lumaniries of the 18th
"oentury.

Sir. W. Scott flourished in the reign of Elizabeth,
Milton was a celebrated poct.  He best poem is Paradise lost
His character is best portryaied in Dryden’s

“ Three poets, in three distant agea horn,
Greece, [taly, and Enginud did adorn
The force of nature could no tirther ngoe—

To make a third, she joined the former two

These extracts are from Mr Hammond's report on schools in

, Northumberland and Norfolk.

We give a specimen of spelling, furnished to us by Mr
Stanton, from a school in Devon or Nomerset.  There were
We have not space for the original, but
some perseverance will enable the reader to make out the mea-
ning.

BY A BOY AUED THIRTEEN, AT AN ENDOWED GRAMMAR
sCiout,

“ Hle was burred in the church at Cong, and a rewarkeable
cirsumastance occurried at his furinal.  Hux the hudy was being
carricd to the grave a man who stood on an enemense in a loud
voice forbaid the inturuats of the body in u soot in which they
disccase had unjutsly sease. That very spot lie cried lies this
sight of my fathers house and 1 sommon the departed scul the
divine trefurnal to answer for the crime. All present were struck
by the sollam appical and the mans charge being found to be
just he cmidatly recieved sadtaction for wrong. William is dis-
cribed by the writters of the time has possing the sighs and
strengt of a gaint. Ile was turn and revengtful but of a com-
manded spirit.  Although very fare from beizn one of the best
he onduitly was one of the amilest or English monarch.”

We cannot afford epace for an extract from a leader in the
Times. It may be sufficient to say, that free competition is
spelled ¢ Fhre coix:tician," and juicy pears, * jussy pairs.”
Artemus Ward could not have done better.

Here are some beauties culled from various reports :—

HISTORY (FROM A MIDDLE CLASS 5CHOOL, BOYS).

Bill of Attainder was passed by Charles I. to pardon rebels.
Habeas Corpus, a bill passed by Edward L. to protect a man’s

body.

l‘?;tional Decbt is what we owe other nations, and was inten-
ded to be paid off by the South Sea Bubble, but it dida't
answer.

It was brought on the nation as the Government had a large
debt, but the peopile did not care ubout paying it.

Charles 1. was a weak man; he was separated from his wife,
but in a few years lived together in peace.

There was also taxes called ship-money, to carry on the wars
with, and also the great rebellion.

The Duke of Marlborough was killed at Vaterloo.

King Charles I. was behcaded by Bisho, Juxon because he
would not let Cromwell be king.

Luther came to England to help Heary VIII. to bring about
the Reformation,

GEOGRABPY.—FROM AN UPPER CLASS GIRLS' 8CHOOL
(MIDDLE OF THE SCIIOOL).

(seography c}uestious in half year's work on the United States,
Scotland, and Ireland :—

United States is remarkable for its ruins.

Its population is 3000000,—200,000,2000,000,000.

Each state manages its own affairs, bas a Consul-general
appointed by the people and a Governor by the Queen.

Each state has a King chosen by the people and a House of
Commons and Lords.

The capital of United States is Mexicon. .

It is governed by a Queen, a Council and 2 representatives.

It is very subject to earthquakes and all the houses are built
low in consequence.
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The pogulntion of Scotland is 2300000 square miles {repeated
by two others totidem verbis].
The reli.ion of Scotland in Protestant the people sre Catholics.
One quarter of the inhabitants of the globe live in Scotland.
The religion is Catholic.
Uats are the favourite food of tho people.
The climate of 8cotland in in & very thriving condition.
Ireland i+ nice and cloan in some places and dirty in others;
it exports tallow, candles and cork.
It is very flat and has many deserts and plains.
Ireland 1s flat ; the occupation of the people is to dig potatoes,
Its ports are Aberdeen and Dundeoc and it exports ﬁx.
FAENCH.

q"mm the first and second classes of an Upper Girls’ School,
with a residence Governess, and only French spoken during
most of the day.)
The letters I have received arce charming ; [ will send some
of thern.—Tranalated thus,
Len lotters que j'aie recu ront charmantos, jo les eu enverrai.
: Les lettros que j'ai regue sont charmant, j’cu envogerai
eur.
None were correct.
ain,—
know it as well as he.
Je sais il comme bien comme il.
French into English,—
L’hotesse dormait d’ans une coin de la cuisine.
(By a pupil aged sixtcen) —The hostese slept in &
the cook.
S?y a pupil aged twenty-two)~— The hostess slept in & —
with her cousin.

with

ARITHMETIC,

Question. —Subtract one thousand and one from one hundred
million forty thousaud seven hundred and iz,
Out of 46 answers, only 5 were satisfactory ; 39 were utterly
worthless.
Specimens,—
(1) 100040706
__ 000101000
100939706
(2.) 160000000400000007006
10001

100000039999970005
{Two others are as Jong.)
3) 140706
100001

40706

Of course it is not asserted that these are fair specimens of
the schools examined. But it must be remembered that many
teachers refused admittance into their schools. And it may
reasonably be assumed that the schools unexumined are, to say
the least, not better than those reported on.

We get here and there a glimpse of the qualifications of the
men and womea who can teach young ideas how to shoot in so
extraordinary a fashion. A schedule of questions (1) was sent
to the teachers,—Museum.

SCIENCE.

Canadian Geology.

In the London Quarterly (July 1868, art. VIL.— Siiuria,
a History of the Oldest Rocksin the British Icles and other
Countries, by Sir Roderick J. Murchison Bart, K. C. B.
Fourth Edition. London, 1868) we find the following on Cana-
dian Geulogy:

(1) We shall give these and the answers returned, in our next.
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¢ Riluria’ forms in itself a sort of eyolopedia of palmoso.c
geology. Tt furnishes a large amount of information regarding
the geologiol structure of the British Islands, and even of
foreign countrics ; it gives oopious details comparing the older
formations throughout Europe and America; it contsins a
storchouse of data from which the order of succession amonmg
tho early races of marino invertebrates is made out. Nor amoug
this crowded array of facts are there wanting topios provoontive
of interesting speculation,  Sir Roderiok hiuiself haits now and
then in his laborious grouping of details to point out their rels-
tion to more general questions, and there are many places which
vaturally suggest a similar task to the rveader. The book is
onc which has catablished for itseif & placa in evury geological
library. 1t ia therefore uimost beyond the pale of periodical
criticism. But the preseat edition, in the additions which it
has received, offers an opportunity of reviewing one or two of the
most gonerally intervsting discoveries recently made in the geo-
lugy of the 0" er furmations, and of noticing some ol the topics
whioh aro at this moment the chiet subjects of discusmon amonyg
geologists.

Foremust among the new announcements, is the story of the
Euzoon Canadense, in other words, the account of a formation
infinitely older than the Silurian, yet containing traces of lowly
forms of organiged beinygs. Untifonly a few years augo, it was
believed by many geologists that lifs was first breathed upon the
globe during the accumulation of those vast masses of sand.
stone, grit, and slate that underlic the lowest members of the 8i-
lurian xystem. Hundreds and thousands of feet of rock, piled
bed above bed and representing a succession of ancient sea-bot-
toms, had been sesrched with care, but only a few rare sud
humble {orms of life had been discovered. [t was thenoe in-
ferred that these barren rocks represented an early period of
the earth’s history when the waters of the oocan were corres-
pondingly devoid of life, and that the growing numbers of the
fossils found in the succeeding formations, showed how when
living hings at last appeared, they obeyed the command to
incrcase and multiply. And what helped to foster this belief
was the mystery that hunyg over the beginning of these earliest
geological records.  In this ocuntry, at least, no base had been
found to the Cambrian rocks which had yielded the most ancient
organisms. It was not known on what they rested, whether
they were the oldest stratified rocks, or whether vestiges of still
more ancient sca-floors might not lie buried deep beneath them.

But a series of investigations had been in progress in Canada
which were destined to throw much light upon this subject, and,
indeed, to open out a new and still older leaf of the earth's his-
tory. Charged with the conduct of the Geologleal Survey of
the Canadian Province, Sir William Logun, with s quiet energy
and perseverance which have happily overcome all the hindran-
ces whereby at different times the very existence of his Survey
was imperilled, has found a formation of great thickness lying be-
low all those hitherto known. e hus traced it over an extent of
country equal in size to France, and it may reach much further.
Tt consists of rocks of a highly crystalline charact. r—sucn as
gneiss, mica-schist und quartsite —rocks which in the early days
of geology would have been regarded as vestiges of the first crust
of the planet as it cooled from a molten condition. Treating
this formation, however, as he had dealt with the other stratified
deposits of the province, in conjursction with his small but able
staff of assistants, he mapped out its fulds and countortions, fol-
lowing its different bands of rock from river to river; even

through wild regions where the primitive state of the conntry
448 not yet been modified by the settler. The announcement
of his discovery was received with no little interest in this
country, and the interest increased when the further tidings cume
not only that the newly-detected formation was of vast thick-
vess, and could be sarveyed in detail, but that it actaally con-
tained two distinot divisions, the younger of which lay upon the
previously upturned edges of the older. For thisfresh fact fur-

nished another proof, if any such addition had been needed, that



Bir William had brought to light not a mere congerics of crys.
tallina mas.oe crupted from a heated interior, but u zreat strat.
ified formation furined out of the waste ¢~ pre-cxisting recks,
That the one portion lay unconformably upon the other shoned
that the older strata—undoubtedly formed under the sea—had
been clevated by subterranean action, and partly worn away
agaia by tho atwosphere and the waves befure the newer strata,
derived from this denudation, were laid down, Hutton lad
long ago said that gooloxy revealed no traces of a hoginning , an
though here Sir William Logan has carvied us neoncervably |
farther back into the history of our planct, we are as taras v
from detecting any evidence ot # truly primitive vock. Wesie!
traces of the same kinds of actiun an arc still in operation around
us—rocks being ground down inte sediment, and the sedimeat
earried into the sca, there to form new rocks, which in time are
raised up into land and worn away as before. Buat there wus
one feature of the Canadian dircovery which inspired a hope that
eventually we might be able not only to carry buck in this way
the history of existing geological causes, but to find that life
appeared upon the globe long anterior to that dim, obscure
Cambrian period, during somo part of which it had been thought )
to have had its beginning. Among the old crystalline rocks of
Coaoada—ovamed Laurentian, from their development along the
northern shores of the St. Lawrence—there lay sowme extensive .
beds of limestone. Now, though chewmicul or other forces had
80 mioerulized and changed these rocks from their original cha-
racter of warine sediment that their true stratifiid nature could
hardly be recognised save on the large scale, aud though able
chemists maintained that the limestones were chemical and miner-
alogical segregations, having no cosnexion with organic action
like the limestones of 1aore recent formations, still the hope ~ould
not be thrown uside that sowe fortunate observer might chance
to light upon traces of fossils in these, the vldest known calcure-
ous beds in the world. Sir Williamm Logan himself had looked
long and anxiously, but without success. He had indeed de-
tected a suspicious object in the limestone which secined to him |
to be organic, and to resemble some of the so-called corals of the |
Silurian series. But the specimen was too obscure for identifi-

cation, At last, he was able to subwit to Dr. Dawson, of Mon-

treal, another portion, in which thut naturalist recognised the:
structure of a furaminifer. So important an annouucement
deserved all the confirmation which could be obtained for it.;
The specimens were accordingly placed in the hands of Dr.

Carpenter, our highest authority on the microscopiz structure
of such organisws as the Canadian fossils were believed to he. |
By him the decision of Dr. Dawson was fully Lorne out, and the

true organic nature of the substance confirmed. The fossil has:
been named the Eozoon Cunadense, and up to the present time

is the oldest relic of life which has been found upon the globe.

It is belicved to have grown in nggregated asses, forming reefs .
of rock, like the coral-reefs of our own day. Hence like the;
thick masses of limestone in which it is found may be due in.
large measure to the secretive powers of tiiese humtle aniwals.)

Tbe Laurentian rocks miust have been separsted by a vast |
lapse of time from the next formation which succeeds them..
For during that interval they had been changed from the state!
of sand, mud, and gravel, into gnarled crystalline gneiss, schist, |
and quartzrock, and in that altered state had heen anew exposed .
to denudation. It is beyond that immense gap that Sir William !
Logan’s discovery enables us to throw back the beginning of
life. Butthis is not all. The upper member of the Laurentian :
series is likewise separated from the lower by an unconformabil- .
ity, which represents the passing of another enormously pro-°
tracted period. We must carry back the history of life even’
beyond that second interval : for it is in the lower of the Lau--
rentian rocks that the Eozoon has been found. And having’
reached that far point, we await the onward march of discovery,
koowing that even now, we have not reached the beginning, |

that the Laurentian rocks must have a bottom, which a3 yet,
has not been reached, and that beneath them there may per-

FOR TRE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

149

haps lie still earlicr records of waves that beat upon the land,
and of living thivgs that grew and died beneath thom.

While ehromiching s Canadian discovery--which marks an
epoch 1 the history of geology —Sir Roderick Murchison has
been able in this new edition of his book to announce the com-
pletion of hix own rescarches, whereby a representative of the
Laurentian rock< has been shown to exist 1+ this country, and
the whale of the Neattish Highland< has been Yrought into rels-
tion with the rocks of the rest of the island

OEFRICIAL NOTICS,

Minivry of Public Tustruction.

APPOINTMENTS

The Lientenant-Goveonor of the Provine of Quebae, ) an Quder in
Councily sated the 20k ult, was pleaed to approve of the following
nonnations :

HEHOOL (NSPECTORS

Me Edouard Carrier formerly a Teacher, to be Tnapector of Schools for
the Connties of Dorchester and Lisig, in the room and sterd of F. K.
Junean, K<q.

F. E Junean, Evap, to be Tuspector of Seliools far the Counties of Mont-
moreney, Quebee, and Portacut, and for the Catholic Schools of the City
o’ Quebee.

KCHOOL COMMISNIONRKR

The followir ¢ Genthmen to be School Cummissioners for the fullowing
Municipalities :

St Avdee d'Arpentenil, Connty of Argenteuil : Mr Washington John-
ston, .a placs of Mr Donald Loyanchan whose term of oflice had expired,
——the electon not having waken place within the time required by Jaw

StoAlbert, Couanty of Arthabnsha : Me. Charles Déry, in the room und
stead of himself,—no election laviug taken place

Ste Cloulde, tonnty of Arthasaszha @ Mr. Gonzague Hebert, in the
room and stend of hiosel,——the decteon beng iceesular,

St N rbert, County of Arthabaska: Mr Jesa-Baptiste Bolivean, in
place ot Mr Dasid Talbot whose term of oftice had expired,—the election
not having been beld within the tane presenbed by law,

St Valete de Bulstrode, County of Arthabaska: Mr Joseph Simolean,

P in the room and stead of himself,—the election not having been held within

the legal time

Tiugwick, County of Arthabaska: Messrs. Edwaid ('Keefe and Ths.
Smith, in place of Messrs Patrick Carlin gad John Costello, who have
finally quitted the Manicipality,—the efeetion uot having been held within
the time prescribed by lnw.

Acton Vale, Conuty of Bagot: Mr Sar isie Bounean, in place of Mr
George Henry Mount who haz finally quitted the Municipality,—the
election mot having been held within the lega! nme

St Come, County of Beauce : Mr Narcisse Letourneau in place of Mr.
George Rodrigur whose term of office had expived,~the election of July
being irregular.

Paspiluac, Connty of Bonaventure: Mr Adam Brotherton, in the rcom
and stead of himself, and Mr. Louis Bruuet, in place of Mr. John Horth.
whose term of office had oxpired,—the el ctzon not having been held
within the time preseribed by law,

St. Jenn Chrysvstime No 2, Corsty of Chiteavguay : Mr. James
MeNouglty, in place of Mr. James P.upratty whose term of office bad
expired,—the e/ection being irregular

Howick, County of Chatenuguay : Mr Arthur Swith,in place of Mr.
Thomas Reid whose term of office had expired,—the electivn not being
held within the time preseribed by law

Harvey, County of Chicoutimi: Mesars Juacyres Boldue and Auguste
Laforest, in place of Messts Othon Gagnon and Alexnndre Bouchara
whose terms of office had expired,—no e/ cteom being held in July.

Clifton, County of Compton - Mr. Simon C Huynes, in place of Mr.
Eraste Taylor whose term of office had expired,—the eiection not being
held within the legal time

Cap Chattes, County of Gaspé: Mr George Picard, in place of Mr.
Laurent Lubriec who has finally quitted the Municipality,—the electi . nos
being held within the legal time. ) .

Cap de Rosiers, Connty of Gaspi : Mr Nicholas O'Connor, in place of
Mr Henry Packwood whose term of office hiad expired,—there being no
election in July.

Pabos, County of Gaspé: Messrs. James Mclsanc, James Foiest, Jean
Aspireau, Robert Duguay, and James Miles, Junior,— the elections baving
been irregular.
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York and Haldimand, County of Gasp:: Mr Matthew Ken, in the
routn and stead of himselt, and Mr. George Rae, v place of Mr T Gar-
rett,—the election not having been beld wittun the Jegal time,—and Mr
James Suddurd in place of Mr Thomas Miller, incapable ol neting on
account of intirm health.

Parish of St. Juseph de Lévis, County of Livis: Mi. Antoine Dumas,
in place of Mr. Marce! Bernier, and Mr. Frangois Boutget, in place of Mr.
Magloire Begin,—the two replaced live outside the Ly of the Munici-
pality

Ireland, County of Migantic: The Revd Mr Rubert Grant Ward, and
Messrs Edward Redman, James McKnight, Charles T. Bennett and Ths,
Gill,—the electivus of the preceding years having been nregular,

Ste Perpitue, County of Nicolet : Messrs Eticnne Beaucheniv, Etienne
Rousseau, Abrabam Martel, Frangois Houle, and Frangvis Verville,-—tlus
locality baviag been recently erected iuto a School Municipality

Ay lmer, County of Uttawa : Messrs  Aleais Marcoux und Jarmes Mc-
Arthur, in the room and stead of themselves,—the elections not having
been held &t the proper time.

Hartwell, County of Uttawa - Mr. S¢vire Deguise, in place of Mr.
Octave Lamarchie whose tenn of office had expired, aud Mr. Prerre Pilon,
in the room and stead of himself

Portland, County of Uttaws - Messrs. Hugh Cosyruve, Jamnes McGuire,
Antowe Chabfuin, 3 un W ods) and Thomas Lusalle,—thie electivns of
the preceding years havieg boen irregular

Litchfield, County of Puntinc: Mr. Rulph Grant, in place of Mr.
Duncan Carmichiael, who tives vutside the limits of the Municipality,

Waltham, County of Ponuac: Messrs Edwurd Taylor, John Phelan,
Joln T. Coghlan, Johu Landen, and Michael Dunolan,~—the elictions o
the preceding years haviug been irregular

St. Hyacinthe le Confesseur, County of St Hyacinthe : Messra Jacques
Bourbonnidre, Charles Daviau, Laurent Soly, Jean-Baptiste Lamoureux,
and Jean-Baptiste Scott,—ihe ¢lections of the preceding years baving been
irregular.

Granby { Township], County of Shefford : Messrs Robert Ainslie, and
8paulding PPowell, in the roum aud stead of themselses,—the efectiuns ot
being legal.

Weedon, County of Wolfe : Mr Jean-Baptiste Brodeur in plice of Mr
Casimir Fontaine whose term of office bad expired,—the election put
having been held within the legal time.

St Bridget, County ot Yamaska: Messrs Michael Purtell and Joseph
Blanchette, in place of Mcgsrs Edouard Lemire and Bernard Gunn whouse
terms of office had expired,—the election not having been beld within the
lega! time.

8CRQOL TBUSTKRS.

The following Gentlemen to be School Trustees of the Dissentient
Schools of the following Municipalitics :

St Pie, County of Bagot: Messrs Humphrey Jackman, Jean-Baptiste
Bousquet, Junior, and Marcel Guertin,—there being no Trustees then in
office.

Satton, County of Brome: Messrs Pierre Mativia, Michel Lusignan,
and the Revd. Mr Joseph Quinn,—the electtvns of preceding years baving
been irregular.

Franklin, County of Huntingdon : Mr. Daniel Gordon, in the room and
stead of himsclf, and Mr. Denis Leary, in place of Mr Michael Harvey.
deceased,—the election not having been held within the time prescribed
by law.

St Michel Archange, County of Napierville : Mr. John Forester, in
place of Mr. Joseph Chyte whouse term of office had expired,—the electron
not baving been held within the legal time

ANKEXATIONS, SEPARATIONS AND ERECTIONS OF SCHOOL MUNICIPALITIES.

The Licutenan*-Governor of the Province of Quehee hy an Order in
Council, dated the 30 ult, was pleased to approve of the fullowing
changes :

County of Argenteuil : To annex, to the School Municipality of Giren-
ville, No 3, the tract of land situated in the Township of Grearille, de-
scribed ar follows : hounded on the South Ly the Ottawa River, on the
East by Riviere Rouge, on the West by the County of Ottawa, and ou the
North by the aforesaid Municipality No. 3.

County of L’Assompti n: To separate from the School Municipality of
8t. Sulpice, lle Bouchard, and to ercct it into a separate School Munici-
pality under the name of the School Municipality of « Isle Bouchard.”

BOARD OP KXAM:.NERS.

The Licatenant-Governor has been pleased to appoint the Reverend
Charles Watson nf Uowarsville, 8 member of the Protestant Board of
Examiners of Bedford in the room of the Reverend Robert Lindsay,
resigned.

WANTS.
TO BCHUOL COMM SSIONEUR AND TRUNTEES.

An experienced Male Teacher, holding a Fi.'t Class Elementary
Diploma { English], is desirous of un engagement in a Country School;
has u good knowledge of Agriculture, can produce satisfactory testi-
wonials from former employoes, aud give unceptionable reference.,

Address E Teacher, care ot Me. S W, Evang, 10 Bleury St , Montreal
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Distribution of the Common-School Fuad—Tax-
ation for Education in Quebec and Montreal.
Many of our readers may not require to be informed of the

principles which regulate the distribution of the Common-School

wovies amongst the School Muoicipalities of the Province, nor
of those which govern the amousts of school rates to be levied.

But to prevent mis-apprehensions from growing out of the late

discussions on those subjects in the news-papers, coupled with

occas,onul misstatewents and incorrect irferences that have
appeared in print, it scems good at this time to recal attention
to the real facts concerned.

By law, (9 Vict. cap. 27, sec. 35,) the Superintendent of
Education (Minister of Public Instruction) distributes the
mobies appropriated for Common-School purpos:s among the
School Municipalities ¢n proportion to their populution as ascer-
tained at the lust census in 1860-01—excepting in the case of

i Quebee, which receives only tiwo thirds, and of Montrer), which

receives only one-fourth, of what would be receivable if the
above named scales were adhered to throughout. The exception
is provided for in section 44 of the act cited.

Thus Quebec in 1866 received oat of the common school fund
83851.84 and not $5,777.76 which would have been its share
but for the deviation from the general scale-——and similarly
Montreal had 82,552.78 instead of $10,211.12.

The cause of the difference as regards the shares coming to
Quebec and Montreal is set forth in the Act, viz : That these
cities possess Educational Institutions wchich do not and cannot
exist tn the country parts. 1In fact, if we have recourse to the
Superintendent’s report for 1866 we shall ind in Montreal about
20 institations for cducation enumerated of the charzcter referred
to in the Act, and receiving - not from the Common-School Fund,
but out of that for Superior Education —aid to an amount exceed-
ing 89,000. It may be further stated, in support of the principle
upen which the clause of tue Act is fuunded, that in the two
cities, there exist other educational opportunities supplied by
religious bodies deriving no aid from the Common-School or the
Superior Education fund. In Montreal, for example, at least
10,000 children receive cducation under the auspices of the
Seminary, Congregation of Notre-Dame, the Christian Brothers,
and the Grey Nuns.

Thus no inconsiderable burden is taken off the shoulders

of the School Commissioners throuzh the instrumentality of thase
other educational facilities «nd aids; and it is plain that the iaw
would uot have nperated cquitably had there been no compensa-
ting principle adopted such as has been shewn to exist in the
statute. As regards taxation for echool purposes, in each School



Municipality a sum is required to be levied te equal the amount 810,211.12 and 85,777.76 respectively, the school rates in the
derived from the Common-School fund as regulated by population. tormer city will amount to 830,633.36 and in the latter to
Conformably to this, it was intended that, say in the year 1866, $17333.2% in pluce of 32,552.73 aud 23,851.84 as heretofore.
the larger sumns mentioned above, $3,777.76 and £10.211.12, It might perhaps be inferred that, at these increased rates, our
should be those for which equivalents were to be provided by citivs will be more heavily taxed for Cowmon-School education
taxation ; but owing to soine doubts raised as to the interpreta: | than other parts of the Province.  But such is not the case-
tion of the terms of the statute, the practice of the Corporations On the eantrary, the relative rates tor the city of Montreal and
of the ci’ es has been to levy according to the smaller wmonnts, ol th vountry Sehool Municrpalities taken together turn out to
Thus, the school rates for Montreal wud Quebee respeetively be i the rati of t0u to three, i we estimate by populativa—
have hitherto been fixed at 83,%51.54 uud 82,552.75 to cyuil r kas than one o four, it we judge by comparison of the res-
tuc respective amounts of the grants. : peetive valuation of rateable property.

Now it is a fact that the actual taxation for schocl purposes:  In order to place this matter betore the minds of our readers
in those cities has been, heretotore, considerably less in proportion [ in as intelligible and striking a form as possible, we append a
than that for any other pari of the Provinee. In wome instances, | portion ofan article published by the “Montreal Daily News™ con-
the rates of taxation in other municipalitics have Leen between | taining the statisties which have been atluded to.
seven and eight times as much as tor the citics—in uone less than
from two to three times as much. Iu the * Daily News" of
Sept. 26th, and in some other news-papers, statistics have been
published which prove the truth of the forezoing statement. ’

The law was, howerver, altered by the Local Legisluture at
its session last winter so far as it affected the cities of Quebee
and Montreal. The effect of the change then adopted was subs-
tantially this—namely that, in future, there should be raised by
taxation in each city a sum equal to three times the amcunt that
would be receivable out of the Common-School fund in proportion
to populution, undiminished by the exception already mentioned.
Thus, takiog the full shares for Montreal and Quebee, viz:

“ The law of List session was not intended to remain una-
“ mended ; but some measure was needed to provide increased
¢ educational fucilitics. The real question that arises is, whether
“ the secale of taxavion adopted be out of propartion to that for
“ other communitic: —whether Montreal be taxed at a higher rate
‘ than other cities and muupicipalitics.  The best answer we can
“ furnish is to adduce a statemert showing the rate of tuxation
for education i Moatreal, Quebee, and several other school
¢ municipalitivs in 1865-ti6, and a ccrrespouding statewent for
* the year 1868, which includes official returns trom American
- eities and States. We ¢ vouch for the accuracy of the
* firures we submnt, and our readers will learn from them how
lightly Montreal is taxed for educational purposes as compared
“ with other centres of population.
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; i Sherbrovke St Hyacinthe Ramouraska, Ri-
1865-"66. {  Montreal. Quebec. | Three Rivers, | Suerbroche oSt Hya : Megaatic (Co) | mouski, Temis-
. ' (towu) (town). l couata (Co's).
: i
; ' |
Population ............ e eeee.. 120,000 60,000 ,600 @600 1,000 20,740 62,000
Valuation .............. eeeee $38,000,000 | $13,000.000 | 32,420,500 802,200 S457,000 $1,185,500 35,685,800
Number of Ratepayers ........ . 17,500 12,5000 424 320 OO 2,722 12,155
Levied for education. .......... $6,500 $3,850 $1,720 I 21,020 1,955 §1.089 $18,713 o
3 s - _ 0 26 cts withfees! 154 ¢ withfees  duets. withfees! 43 cts. withfees, 30 cts with fees
Rate per bead of population. ... L 3912cts 65-12 cts 11 Isets without | 16 ¢ without 40 cts. without | 30 cts. without | 22 cts without
Rute per $100 valuation......... 17-10 cts 2§ cts. T cts. 124 eis. | 12 cte, 764 cts 33 cta,
1

Mrx. — Since in all the school municipalities, exclusive of Montreal and Queber, the manthly fere are raised by a direct tax imposed on the heads
of families, whether sending scholars to the Schovls or not, it is just to include in the ries per head the calenlations upan the total tax, school fees

inclusive ; in the above table. however, the results are also given exrelusu e of school foes
school fi 's are not included, since these are not raised by taxation i~ thase citics.

In calculating the rates por head fur Montreal and Quebsec,
In Montreal and Unebec the monthly fees are paid by those

sending scholars to the schools, nor are they unifurm in the amount . or different schools, nor exacted from these who are unuable to pay.

Saxwing resu:lts under the operation of the new law of the last session of the Local Legislature, and comparison of taxation, &c in the Cities and
rurai municipalitics ; also some extracts from official returns in the United States.

Total County City of Boston, Maine (State). | Wiscon+in, - .
1868 v Montrea: Quebec. ! Municipalities for 1868 ’i for 1860. i for 18¢8. N. Hampsbire.
: !
I, 1 i
Estimated population....... ! 130,000 60,000 1 1,075,000 162,000 ! 628,200 I 900,000
Estimated valuation........ © $45,000,000 $15,000000 | §116,500,000  S378107,.257 | §164,714,168 § §152,600,600
Tax for education...... eee.i $30,633.36 $17.333 28 - §361,000 {80000 P $477,131 i §908,152 N
Rate per heaa..... reene. .i; 234 cts. 2\ %10 cts. ! 33§ cts. nearly 306 © 758 cts §1 01 nearly 5 cts.
Rate per $100..... cereeeel 6810 cts. 115-10 cts. ! 31 ets. neasly 153 cts 24 cts. 60 cts.
i !

Mzu. — The aboxe results cannot, of course, be regarded as other than an approximation to the exact truta, owing to the various causes of
uncertaioty necessarily involved. They afford, however, fair grounds for concluding that under the new law, as well as the old. Montreal will be,
and has been, considerably less heavily taxen for educational purposes than other places, whether we found our estimate npon population or upon

property.

As regards the comparison with the citics and States of the United States, the difference would be still more Ct:mspi('llml‘. esrecially if recourse
were had %0 returns from the larger western cities; and, if we were to take the authority of the Boston Journal, it wouid be seen that the city of

New York alone appropriates $2,946,950 for current school expenses for the year 1868~'69.
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On Some Characteristics of British American
Mind.

The substance of an address delivered by PrixciearL Dawson, LL.D, before
the Provincial Association of Protestant Teaclers at Richmond P. Q,,
—Aug., 1868.

The Provinces constituting British North America are about to
enter on a new phase of existence which has been characterized by
somewhat high political authority as a ¢ New Nationality”’,— a de-
signation which should import not merely the quality of being na-
tional or the tact of entering on a national existence, but also the
possession of some definite national character. The question is thus
raised (and it is o most important guestion for the practical educator) :
what is the prevailing churacter of the people of British North Amer-
ica 7—Iu one aspect tle national charucter of this country is very
mixed and heterogeneous.  The Euglish, the Scottish, the Tvish, the
French, the Auglo-American and many other elements exist side by
side in it, and ave searcely as yet begning to be fused into a ho-
mogeneous mass.  In avother point of view the Canadian character
is distinet from all of these. It reyuires very limited observation to
discover thatth- Englishman ol Canada differs from the Englishman of
Eugland, the Frenchnsas o Cinada from the Frenchman of France,
and so of the others. It would be a curious ethnological as well as
educational problem to analyse this compound, weigh its several in-
gredients, and ascertain what part each of them sustains in the com-
plex whule.  But this would be a task for vears of arduous labor.
1 propose nothiug so extensive, but merely to glance at some of
the meuntal characteristics of our British-American pupulation ; iu
that aspect in which they present themselves to the anculor. As
being myself a member of the class of our population referred to, 1
can surely do this without any offence.

The points of diffcrence between the averase Anglo-Canadian and
the average Buglishman depend mainly, 1s¢, on the Colonial relation ;
2ndly, on the new and changing character of all things in this country;
aud 3dly on the ubsence of many of the social distinctions of the old
world. 'The fivst of these causes, the Colonial relation, leads to an
apathetic condition in regard to national affairs. 1l the relatious of
the Bmpire with foreign countries the Bnglishman at home is an aetive
partuer or feels himselt to be so 5 the Colonist is only a sleeping pavt-
ner or at most oue who shares very indirectly in the triutph of suc-
cess or the ignominy of defeat. A tendency to narrow local views, a
want of large public spirit, a feeling of insigniticance as compared
with the inhabitants of the mother country, spring from this. Such
a state of mind is farther fostered by the fact that the portion of ter-
ritory in which the Colonist has made his home has no imperial in-
fluence or recoguition, is little known and little heard of—canuot
identify itself with the unity of a great empive. The belittling in-
Huence of such causes is very mamifest in most of the producfs of
British-American Mind ; unc{ if we are ever to aspire to be anything
deserving the name of a nation this must be luid aside.  But bow 97—
notsurely by mere vain-glorious boasting about the future, or by cul-
tivating a contempt for others who have preceded us in the race. It
must be by cducational enlightenment.  Wheve ignorance is, there
15 apativy or senseless excitement,  Knowledge aloue can expaud the
mind and give scope for the exercise of the higher sentiments. We
need to cultivate a lavger fnterest in the histovy, lustitutions, aund
public atfuirs of the great Binpive to which we belong.  We need to
cuitivate in like manner a knowledire of, aud interest in, the vacious
sectious of our own comntry.  We need to giveattention to the merits
and suceesses as well as to the difficulties aud fuilures of that maonif.
icent experiment in self-government which is being cartied on by
wen of our own race in the United States.  The public press must be
& maiuagent iicilis o bt the teacher st do his part; of cowse
wilhout catering the domahi of party polities ; ])l.!t using history, geo-
gn‘\phy :\ux(l.llw sbundant crop ().t tucls' belonging to contemporary
atfuirs, as his implements. The time evidently requires this, and thut
it shall b ably and wisely doue ; for whatever opinions may be en-
tertained us to the uew cocstitution of this country, there can he no
question of its ciivet on the public mind ; of the ferment which it has
produced, and of the new asgpivations which have been eultivated i
conuection with ity both by its triends and its opponents.  Be it for
weal or woe, exery careful observer must see that the colonial wind
is making au effort to cast its slough and to emcryge into a new con-
dition of existence.

The secornd cause to which I have referred is also potent iu its in-
uence.  Yuoung people reared in the absence of thuse restrnints on
the one hanc, and of thuse opportunities of culture on the other which
abound in older countries, necessarily acquire a peculiar independence
and rough unfinishedness of character and deportment, constituting a

marked characteristic of the inhabitant of a new country. In one res-
pect this is an advantage ; giving great individuality, independence
and self-reliunce.  In another respect it is apt to degenerate into that
hard matter-ot-fuct sclfishness which we sometimes attribute to our
New England neighbours, or into that repulsive self-assertion which
is popularly associated with the character of western backwoodsmen.
Tu thie more conventional life of cities it often assumes the form of a
reckless devotiou to unintellectual pleasures and gaieties rarely seen to
the same extent in older countries.  Inso far as intellectual cuitave
is concerned, the Canadian has his faculties awakened and sharpuncd
by a great vaviety of pursuits and opportunities tor observation ; and
it natarally well endowed, acquires a wondertul versatility and shifti-
ness 5 but he has usually siender opportunities for severe and regular
meutal training, and still less for cuiture of taste in matters of art.
It might he supposed that he would have hig mind turned strougly in
the divection of the stady and appreciation of nature ; but this is
greatly counteracted by what may be called the superabundance and
iuconvenient obtrusivencss of nature in a uew country, aud the conse-
quent want of veneration for natural objects. In the old country a
teee may bea historical object, a family meworial, in any case athing
of beauty, an object of regard. Here it may be merely so many
covds of wood, perhaps a mere nuisance to be abated as soon as pos-
sible. I believe, however, that nature as manitested in this country,
has already taken hold of the mind of young Canada, and is moulding
itin its own image. Morve especially the intense earnestuess of our
climate, whether m its summer heat or its winter cold, in its sunshine
or its showers, and the grand features of our rivers, lakes aund plains,
are having a decided effect on the character of the people. Besides
this, Natural History studies arve popular, and some signs begin to
appear of a literatuie inspired by the features of our country. The
cducator has much to do here. T'o him belongs the task of tmbuing
the youth of this eountry with the literature and the art of older
lands,—without injuring the noble cnergy aud self-reliance of our
young men,—and of chustening these within the bounds of high civil-
ization.

I ueed not say much on the third cause which I have mentioned,
the absence here of marked ditferences of social pusition. Its in-
fluence is very similar to that of the cause last mentiouned, in so fur
as character 1s concerned.  [ts connection with the work of Educa-
tion rests in the impossibility of having any iu(!if;ation !)efore hand
who are to oceupy 1n a few years hence the posiiions of highest in-
tluence. No hereditary right opens the path to these to one more
than to unother, and the perpetual changes in position and oceupation
leave only that kind of certainty which attaches to the fabled wheel
of fortune, that those who are down will soon be up, and those who
are up will soon be down.  Ou the other hand, ina country like this
every one is necessarily his own wmaster, whatever position he may
occupy. In no circumstances can larger demands be made on the
worlk of the educator, for here none of thuse settled conditions of things,
which, by leading men to run constanly in oue track, ave substitutes for
general intelligence, can be said to exist.

The differences of which I have spoken tend to diminish; for while
on the one hand Colonial society is becoming move like that in older
countries, on the other it is a curious feature of the time that in Eu-
rupe suciety is becoming more and more democratie, and resolving
itsell move into that idea of the independence of the individual man
aud the rule of the sovereign people, which is indigenous in our
newer social atmosphere.

The above remarks are but outlines of a great subject, to which I
could wish to return with nore deiiberation.  The general couclusion
wich 1 desive to deduce from them is that the work of ealightened
teachers is of paramount importance in this country, and that it is
the duty and interest ot all teachers to study the peculiavities of the
Colonial Miud, with the view of regulating its eccentricities and of
cultivating and strengthtening s higher and nobler parts, which with
proper culture are capable of enabling this country to tuke a very
high place velatively to its population among the peoples of the earth.
My experience and observation lead me to believe that in no country
is there a greater proportion of goud heads and well-developed brain
than in this, or better raw waterial tor the worl: of education We
are not behind most other countries in the general diffusion of the
elements of education.  But if we wouid aspire to become a nation
we must not rest solely upon these advantages.  We must cultivate
in the mass of the people a larger and more eulightened patriotism, a
more active interest in public affairs, and a strong feeling for the
prosperity and growth of our free institutions. We must also make large
strides in the direction of science as applied to the arts of life;
whether to agriculture as the great producer of the means of subsis:
tence, or to mining, mechanical and chemical manufactures. We



must still nore widely extend the benelits ot a hizh and liberal educa
tion. These are the intluenves which wiil overcome the pettiness wid

imbecilities uf vur cimbivo condition as Colonists i o new couutry,

and which withi those bizher moral nad eeh fous quadities moshich o
people are even now not defictent, will exalt us to the hgnity of a
people prusperous at huwe and respected nbioud.

Agriculturnl Education.

In the Richmond Guardian of 3rd inst., we find the fullowing
remarks, made by Lord Aylmer at the Richmoud Coumy Nii-
cultural Exhibition :

¢ T would however, with your permission, and that of the
gentlemer here, introduce a subjeet, —which I think one of the
most iizportant, to the furming iuterest of this country, that coula
be brought befure us, —the education of farmers’ rons. 1t is very
evident that unless we unite as a body no iwprovewent will take
place amongst us.  Qur w-mbers of Pacli anent must be made
to take an inter.st in the wants of the furmer, instead of’ the .
perfect indiffercnce they now exhibit. I would thercfore urge!
upon you the necessity of having agriculture taught in all our
public schools. But before any very jrreat change can take place .
in the present state of agricuiture, several radical obstacles must
be removed. The apathy of furmers must be overcome, the
dignity of the pursuit must be felt by them. This great and
fundameatal cause of national wealth must receive encourage-
went fiom national legislation. The improvement of our agri-
culture is of the first importa. ev tu cvery class of vur population,
and that this improvement can in no way receive such officient
aid as by in<tiucting the youth who are hereafter to munage it
concerns as well in the science as in the practice of their busi-
ness. To be a good farmer involves a lurze amount of cducation,
for the science includes in it, and reqaires for its proper under- .
standiog, a koowledge of botany, ccology, veterinary surzery,
variety of stock, chemistry, und wmechanical scicnce. With a,
proper elementary knowledge of these stadies wny farwer of
intelligence would regard his farm as a school, where, as he
walke along, he could learn by the rocks aud the soil at his feet. |
The objection has been urged to the estublishwment of an agri-
cuitural school, th1t but few can share tn its advantages.  The
same objection may be applied to all professivnal schools or eol-
leges, for these uccommodate but a fractional part of our youth. |
Every class shares indircetly in the benefits of existing schools, |
though they wre not imwediate participators in the instruction,
bee use they serve to promote general koowledze wnd improve- |
ment in society. If furmers’ sous were taught the science and !
practice of farming they would take a pleazure in it. As it now
is they know nothing but the toil and druduery of furming, |
which disgusts them, and it is on this account that youug uicn f
lcave us for the Western country, for there the agriculturist has
by means of muchinery much casier work and a better return
for it. As our furmers become more intelligent they also will
adopt improved machivery and acquire a knowledge of agricul-
tural chemistry and geology.

“ But the advantazes of an agricultur.] school woald be more
gencral thau the advantages of mast other schools, as the results
of its experiments, in husbandry, and the new plants, iwmple-
wents, and improved modes of cuiture which it would introduce,
would become commion property.  The advantages of an azri-
culteral school might be still more diffused, by mking it a place
of instruction for Common School teachers. Common Schaol
teachers should pass an cxamination in science connected with
agriculture befure getting a certificate. This would awake an
interest in the science, aud it would soon become as much
matter of coursc for our young men (o study the laws of growth
aud soils as arithmetic and writing. The different brecds of
animals, and the influence some breeds have upen all other
breeds should be taught in schools. This is an important subject,
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breeds might be impressed upon all others with which it might
be crossed.  His Lordship instanced the operation of this law,
as especially existing among horses.  He thought that furmers
shoud have an aceurate knowledge of these particular churae-
teristics, and act upon the results mentioned ; and this brought
him to another topte, upon which he wished to say a few words.
This was with regard to the prizes awarded at these shows. He
thought they made a great mistake in giving so many prizes, and
favoured larger and fewer ones, as 00 encourageinent was given
to dmportation.  He contended that it this plan were adopted
turmers would expend their prizes and be encouraged to improve
the breed of animals,  Aunother mistake he thought was made
in giving the larger prizes to the female instead of the sced
stock, for it was his experience that the male apimal was the
primary consideration in sclecting stock for breeding frowm. His
Lordship made some suzzestions with regard to sheep raising,
and then passed o to the subject of the Suciety’s management
of its affuirs.”

MONTHLY SUMMARY.

EDUCATIONAL INTELLIGENCE

— A Muueter of Education —The proverb that ¢ what is everybody's
business i> nobody's,” has bad ample illustration in cducativual affairs
Education was the quesiiun of the
‘There bas been an tuconceivable wmount of speechifying, and com-
m sion-making on the subject. AN kiods of reports huve been issued,
all Kunds of ojunicus have been veatilated, all kinds of projects have been
proposcd  This is the tudhing side of the gae-tion What Lave we to
recond ia reference 1o educational action  Oniy one bill of any impor-
The Public Schools’ Bill was introduced at the
comimetrement of the session [t lingered long in its passage through
bath houses It was alte ed even at the very cud of the session by the
Lords, and after being patched up in some way or other, it passcd them
two days Iefore the prorogation of Parliament, and finally it received the
royal assent half an hour before that event  This is the une educational
fent of the session, alt the ather palavers have ended as yet in nothing

Eail Russell gave us a full statement of his opinions< in 2 luug and able
speech, but his ¢ resolution’ remained simple propositions.

The Conservaiive Government hrought in a bill, dealing with the subject

Dof education Tt did not grapple with the subject thoroughly. It could have

been merely temparary—bhut it had some geo 1 features, and sumne of it3 pro-
cisions were stich as might ultimiely have Lren very beneficial.  The bill
was pit aside for = necessary business 7 A party guestion had arisen. It
ha! taken a prominent place in the discussions of the house. The coan-
try muast decide on th s party guestion  Education, though infinitely more
important, can with lifficalty be made a party question.  All are agreed
that ite importance cannot be over-estimated  All are agreed that its
benefits reach to all classes of the community, and therefore as this is
quite pliin, the honse cannot well divide onit, eannot appeal to the coun-
try on it It iheeefore puts it aside Sach was the fate of the bill for
popular education  Mr. Bruce made an effort to introduce hiz bill, and be
deserved the best thunks of the community for his zcal, but his efforts
xere unavailine.  The hause had no time for his educational projects.

Not a whit better did the higher education fare. Mr. Coleridge re-
intronluced his bill fur the abolition of Tests in the Universities of Oxford
and Cambridge It had io submit to bad usage : hut he persevered and
saw it pass the second readiug It went no farther ; -/ necessary busi-
ness,” that is, party agitation, preventing it.

Scotland and Ircland have not been more successful in having their
educativnal wants attended th.  [a Scotland, the Lord Advocate gave
himszelf with all diligence to the preparation of a bill. He worked stren-
uonsly and with an anxious desire W do his best for his country. He got
his hill ready It was printed [t was submitted to the members of the
cabinet  But party con’icts were impending, and Scotland is small and
not rioians, and so its cducation hil may wait—till Scotland is riotous ?

Then finally we coine to Ircland.  And here we have endless squab-
bling Provision has been made for Ireland already A stiong conser-
vative iaid, now lost to us. but much missed, had sometime ago applied
itself 1o the work o Uringing Ireland into harmony with itself. Admira-
ble prosision was made for the edvcation of the people. The system had
produced great and good resuits  But the evil spirit which this system
was intended to cxorcise, and was3 really exorcising, does not go out in
silence. It fumes and frets, and this fuming and fretting have frightencd
our present legisl:tors. They bave no faith. They will try to sootbe
the evil spirit, not expel it. And so for Ireland we have had proposals
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of all kinds of retrograde measurea from one party and another, but as
yot, nothing has been done but to shake the present system ‘and damage
its urefulness

All thege failures point to the neceasity of having one mantat/the head
of edncationa} matters who shall be responsible fur the state of education
ia the country. It is evident th.at there should be oue man whoge honoiir
is at stake if educationai interests are neglected, who should have the tull
praise if things go well, who should have the full blawe if things go ill
Aund as education is not a party question, he should be as little as possible
s party man. He should be a man who knows educational wmutteis well,
who takes 2 real and living interest in them, and who would be willing
to stake his future reputation in history on the cfforts he makes for the
education of the entire community.— WYuseum.

—Dudley Campbell, writing on Compulsory Education, in the Fort-
nightly Review, says : Manchester may be taken as affording a fuir speci-
men of the condition of the working-classes in the more populous districts
of England. in the report for 1867 of the Muuchester Education Aid
Society, we find the following statements to the same effect as many
others which had appeared in previous reports. # The following is & tabu-
lar statement of the educational condition of parents uud young persens
from 12 to 20 years of age :

s Of 1672 fathere, 465 cannot read.

¢ Of 1857 mothers, R15 cannot 1ead.

% Of 1860 persous between 12 and 20 years, 759 cannot read.

st Nearly one-third of the fathers, almost one-half of the mothers, and
atout the same proportion of the young wen and the young women, are
in a state of profound iznorance!

*t Those enquiries among the adult population have been cunfined to
families whom the ccmumittee bave assisted. It is only too probable that
00 bigher standard of education prevails among families whose parents
are able, but unwilling, to pay school-fees It has already been stated that
out of 8,427 children of school age, but not at school, 4,326 belong to parents
whbo can pay for education. In other words, of every hundred not
attending school, of schinol age, 51 belong to parents whose income is ade-
quate to the payment of school-fees. No wmerely voluntary agency, such
as the Education Aid Society, can myke any impression on such parents.

Taking the total number of children of all ages above three years,
living with parents or guardiang, there were vuly 7,814 ut school ; while
there weore 10,205 neither at school nor at work. Thus, in every 100
children, living with parents or zuardians, who are not at work, there
are 43 at school and 57 not at school.”

— Jilinois —The new schedule of salaries in Chicago gives the Super-
intendent 4,000 ; ligh School Principal $2,500 ; Normal School Princi-
pal $2,200 ; and District Principals, with three years' experience $2,000
each Lady teachers in lower schools receive from $450 to 2700. The
estimated school expenditures for the coming year are £795,500, the sula-
ries of teachers amounting to $310,000. The salary of the President of
the State Normal Univer-ity has been raised to ¥4,000 per annum.

— The Hartford Courant, Aug 1st. says:—

This Session of the General Assembly marks an important era in the
bistory of education. The joint standing commi‘‘ee recommended, and
both of branches the Assembly passed, the following weasures ;

1st,—The abolition of the odious rate-bill system, thus waking the schools
entirely free to rich and poor alike. In lieu of the rate bilis of tuition,
each town is required to levy an aunual tix of not less than six-tenths of
a mill ca the dollar »f the grand list for the support of schools. Un'ess
the system shall work the reverse of what it has dooe in other states, the
change will be one of great benefit to the cause of porular education.

2nd,—The distribution of a considerable proportion of the pub’ic money
to e school districts on the basis of average duily attendance at the
public schools The money raised by a town tax of four-tenths of a mill
on the dollar, amounts to $120,000 a vear.

3rd,—Amoag the last acts of the Assembly there was appropriated the
handsome sum of $3,000 for tbe support and encouragement of teachers’
institotes.

The only drawback to this flattering picture is the ‘ailure to open the
State Normal School.

—Recent Gifts o our American Institutions—The Congreguational Quar-
terly publishes a list of benefactions to American literary institutions du-
ring the past five years, compiled chiefly from the rejiorts of the Society
for Promoting Coilegiate and Theological Education The total makes
the large sum of ¥15,212,500. These are individual gifts and in addition
to State appropriations. They are divided as follows :

Colleges..........cocovvnnanns Cetens titaea e, £8,858,000
Theological Seminaries...................... cennan 1,359,500
Acsdemies........ G eeeres esnnis senns S teeenacanas 1,850,000
1T 1 540,000
BAucation. ..o iniieiiiiiiiiiiiiariiee et anna, 2,220,000
School$ «eeevennnn ceveteres eeanen ceerieesrenees. 385,000
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W give below a list of some of the institutions to which the largest

benefactions have been made :

Colleges and Univeraities.

Amherst College, Mass...... .......... vt eseneees $350,000
Raldwin University, Obio.... ..o ool viee i on, . 103,000
Brown University, R §...... Geee st ieereatree aaaaas 180,000
College at Bethlehem, Pa.....ooooovvii cLeiann, 500,000
College of New Jersey «covuieeiaeeinnsenennscnnas 100,000
Coraell University, N Y.......o...00. Ceeeaes ceeeens < 870.000
Dartmouth College, N. H............c..ciivivieee oo 121,000
Dickins nCollege, P .o .ovveeis it iiiiiiaiinna, 100,000
Hamilton College, N. Y. ..o iiiiiiiiiien ciiviien, 202,600
Harvard Collese, Mass..... ettt cereneterenanas ... 488,000
Hobart Free College, N. Y ..o i i iiiiiinoens 112,000
Lafay:-tte College, Pa .. ....ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaa, 260,000
Lincoln C:llege, PR .. ccviiiieeiiiiavens, Cestacenn 100,000
Lombardy College, 1ll...... e eeees e eeceieieeen e eese 100,000
Madison College, N. Y tiiiie iniinieinnrasconans cans . 160,080
Marietta College, Uhio. . ovveiiiint cniene ianen e eeans 100,000
Methodist College, N Y, city..... e 4. X1 I 1]
New York University, N Y............ cereaerenaiann 160,000
Princeton College, N.J ...........ccoa.s. o ees.e. 181,000
Protestant Syrian College, Beyiout. .......... .o-. 103,000
Racine College, Wis..... N eeeaeecceen.steacsstanaas . 100,000
Rochester University, N. Y...oooiiiiiiiiiiieniennn 200,000
Rutgers College, N. J................. cereaneses 253,000
Trinity College, Ct.....ccoiiveeriiniieaieeaanas... 100,000
Tuft's College, Mass. ......coine ittt 500,000
University of Chicago, I1L... ... .. oiieiiiiiiia e, 285,000
University of Lewisburg, Pa ............ ..., ceeiieens 100,000
Washington College, St Louis, Mo..... teeee eeees .ees 150,00
Waterville Clllege, Me .................e. caeeaeees . 150,000
Wesleyan University, Ct.... .. ..o iiiiiniiiieevannnn 137,000
YaleCollege, Ct.... .ot iiiitiiet cerivonnenonnns 750,000
Collegiate and Theo Institute of the Lutheran Clurch... 360,000
Theological Seminaries.
Andover Theological Seminary, Mass..... ceseoan eeens $155,000
Auburn Theological Semivary, N. Y. ... ..... cevaeen 75,000
Bangor Theological Seminary, Me................... 30,000
Baptist Theological Seminary, West Phil.,Pa .......... 280,000
Chicago Theological Semioary, Ill ................... 80,000
Columbia Theological Seminary, S.C ................ 13,000
Drew Theological Seminary, N Y.................... 250,000
Lane Theological Seminary. Obio........... ceeeeeans 50,000
Theological lnstitute, Hartford,Ct....... ...... ... 70,000
Union Theological Seminary, N Y. .......ccc.ce0vee. 150,000
Unlon Theological Seminary, Va.......c..covuveenn.. 42,000
Yale Theological Seminary.........cccovievveen ...y 50,000
Academies.
Dean Academy, Franklin, Mass............... eoeeee..$ 125000
Drew Female Seminary, Carmel, N. Y.............. ..o 250,000
Female College, Terre Haute, Ind...... ... cteresereans 100,000
Peabody Institute, Baltimore, Md..................... 1,000,000
Phillips Academy, Andover, M&s8........... ...een.... 25,000
Young Ladies' Seminary, Exeter, N. H................. 200,000
Societies.

Boston Society of Nataral History. . .... Ceeeeee e ... $270,000
Ynostitute of Technology. Boston....eccvvve veenaenn.. 270,000
Education.

Edacation in Bssex, Mass.........coocvenann.n. ve-ee. $140,000
s-ducation in New Bedford, Mass. ......... . eeecan veee. 80,000
Peabody Fund for the South..........cccvvueene. ono. . 3,000,000
Lébraries.

Astor Library,N. Y..... Ceeeeteeteterettatecennanaan $50,000

Library atIthaca, N. Y .........ciiiiiiiniinennecan. 100,
Library at Waterbury, Ct......cc.cvvvviiiinencnanaa. 200,000

Some gentlemen in New York city bave ra‘sed $60,000 to endow Dr.

McCosh's chair in Princeton College, securing him $4,000 & year, and
leaving the present salary as a retiring pensioa to Dr. McLean. Robert
L. Stoart gave $40,000 ; John A. Stewart gave half asm

Bonner balfas much as be. Robert Carter, who is thought to be at the
bottom of the movement, has raised

ident's house.—~Ontsrio Journal of

uch, and Robert
$6,000 more to furnish the new Pres-
Kducation.
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.

—The Imperial Library of Paris, the largest in Europe, possesses
1,100,000 printed volumes and 80.000 MSS The library of the Ar-
scnal has 200,000 volumes and 5800 MSS The Muzarine library,
150,000 volumes and 4,000 MSS, that of the Genevicve, 155,000 vo-
lunes and 2,000 MSS., that of the Sorboune., 80,000 volumes and voy
MS8S., and that of the Hitel de Ville, 65,000 volumes. The total number
of volumes contained in all the public libraries of France is 6,323,000,
where.s those of Great Britain only contain 1,792,000 volumes. But the
number of hooks possessed by private individuals inust be incomparably
greater in Great Britain than in France, the possessivn of books, and the
habit of reading them. being the rule across the channel, whereas, here
they are the exception.  The pubtic libraries of Spain, strange to say, are
exceeding'y rich and extensive ; but little used  Thouse of ltaly contain 4,
130,000 volumes, consisting mostiy of very valuable old wurks treating of
ecclesiastical matters, with a very slight admixture of modern literature.
Those of Austria contain 2,488,000 volumes: of Prussia, 2,010,000 ; of
Russia 852,000 ; of Bavaria, 1,268,500 ; of Belgium, 510,000, The Public
Library, at Brunswick has just been entiched with one of the most curious
collectious ever got together, viz: 40,000 play bills of all countries in-
cluding a considerable number of the last century, and a series of pro-
grammes of itinerant theatres, which are even more curious than the
others. The donor, Major Hanepler has bi-en 20 ycars in vollecting this
singular gatherinz. The total contents of the iibraries ot Europe amount
in round numbers, to about twenty millions of volumes. Oue of the most
interesting collections of Paris is the extensive and hizhbly curious gathering
of al! manner of 0ld things known a3 the Cluny Museum, and which was
originally formed and bequeathed to the State by the late renowned anti-
qnarian, M. du Sommerard, is constantly being increased by purchases and
gifts. One of the latest acquisitions made by this very curivus establizh-
ment—so fittingly located in the Abbuy of Cluny, itself the lineal des-
cendant of a Roman Thermes, portions of whose mountainous masonry are
incorporated into the present buildings—is that of three copper plates,
worn very thin and covered with indentations, which have been tuken
from the tombs of the French Kings at St. Denis. Un the first arc the
words, “ Here lies the body of Louwise-Elizabeth of France, d. ughter of
Louis XV " On the second, * Beneath is the body of Marie-Adelaide of
Lavoie, wife of Louis Dauphin, mother of Louis XV On the third,
t Here lies the body of Lonis XIV, by the Grace of God King of Frauce
and of Navarre, who died at bhis Palace of Versailles, ou the 13t September,
1715" But who could guess where these plates have beenfound? In the
shop of a petty dealer, in old iron; and they still bear the marks of the
nails which held them together as a saucepan! —/’aris Corresy ndent of
the Montreal Ilerald.

SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE.

The Weights and Measurcs Metric system Dill. At a meeting of the
Council of the British Branch of the International Decimal Association,
uarl Fortescue, President, in the chair, the result of the recentdiscussion
on the Weights and Measures (Metric system) Bills brought in by Mr
Ewart, Mr. Bazley, Mr Baines, Mr. J. B Smith, and Mr. Graves, was re-
ported as in accordance with former decisions of the House. Thesecond
reading of the compulsory Bill was carried in 1863, by a majority of 35,
the second reading of the permissive Bi.l in 1864, by a majority of 3%,
and the second reading of the compulsary Bill in 1864, by a majority of
152. Whereup:n ou the motion of Sir J. Bowring, secouded by Mr. Yates,
it was resolved as follows :—

« The Council have seen with great sitisfaction thz affirmation of the
principle of the introduction of the metric system in 1his country, by the
passing of Mr. Ewart’s Bill by so large a majority of the House of Com-
mons.”

— Albert Medal —The Council bave this year awarded the Albert Gold
Medal to Joseph Whitworth, “ for the invention and manufacture of in-
stroments of measurement and uniform standards, by which the produc-
tion of machinery has been brought to a degree of perfection hitherwo
unapproached, to the great advancemeant of Arts, Manufactures, and Com-
merce.”

—Setting Type by Electricily.—Among the many wonderful evidences of
the ingenuity of mankind is the machine for setting and distributing
type. This is now s0 peifected that [ have now befure me & book conta:n-
ing 24,993 ems of solid matter, or 34,255 ems of leaded matter, the type
of which was both * set” and “distributed” in six hours and thirty-nine
minutes by the machine. This is truly woaderful, but I want to say the
wonder does not stop bere. By means of one of these machines, located
in the large newspaper offices in the principal cities, and connected by
telegraph with the Cspito), the reporter or operator can set type himself,
the machine standing in New-York or New Orlcans, and he being in the
Capitol. Or instead of sciting Lype, he may produce a matrix—by operat-
ing a series of arms and levers having type attached, and made tostr.ke
upon & suitably prepared and moveable plastic surface—from which a
stereotype may be cast ready for the press a few minates from the time
the is Aelivered, or the action had, whatever it may be. Speeches
would still have to be reported by shorthand, simply because no ane could
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cither write them out or set them up as fast delivered. The compositor
having the shorthand notes before him, could then set the typs from them
upon the machiue at a distance, or, if required, the shorthand notes cotid
be translated as is now done, for the telegtaph operator, and then set up
nod telegraphed  In the witter case the same lubor of the operator that
now sends the message would putit into type ready for the press, thus
dispen-ing with the time and lnbor now required 1o write out the message
and get up the type

This scems to be 4 great step in the electrical progress of the age ; and
there is nothing to prevent its being dune atoncs  Itissimply a question
of time and money—that's all — American Artesan.

NOTEY AND MEMORANDA

— A (ireat Meteor at Warsuw —In # Comptes Rendus,” Mr Daubrée
describes gpecimens of meteorites sent to the Freuch Academy by the
High School of Warsuw. It appears that on Junuary 30, 1868 at 7 p. m.
in the envirous of Pultugk not far from Warsaw, a globe of fire, seen
from that city. pnssed turongh the sky with a velocity of 29 ¢ geograph-
ical miles in four seconds and u half, shining brighter than the moon,
and passing from bluish green to duck red  Two great explusions oc-
surred, followed by n prolenged rattle, and the hissing sound of fragments
passing through the air  The fragin nts of the Lolide were distributed
over a suriace of sixteen kilonetres in an elliptical area, one of the
largest pieces, weighing four kilogramumes fell in the village of Rzewaie.
Abuut three thousand fragments were picked up in differeat places, the
biggest weighing seven kilogrames, three or four others four kilogram-
me3, and the majority of much leas size  Al'hough the bolide itself
moved rapidly, the fmgments of the explosion marked the geound with a
low velocity, and did not penetrate its icy surface. Their composition
waa nickel tron, sulphate of iron, chromium of 1ron, a sdicate like powder,
and another silicate acted upon by bydrochloric acid.— The Student.

—- Aleohol frum Lichens —The ** Archives des Sciences” for August
contains a truuslution of a Swedish paper by Mr. Sten Stenberg showing
the large yuantity of amylaceous matter contained in cerain lichens,
among them the reindeer moss (Claduphora riingiferina) existing in im-
mense quantities in certain countries of the uorth

He converts the amylaceous matter into grape sugar by heit and acids,
ferments it, and obtamms alcobol, which L. states to have an aromatic
odour like that of aim. nds.—/éed.

— New Mediciues from Cochin-Clana —Messrs. Coudamive and Blan-
chard have sent to the French Academy specimens of the bark of a tree
called haofach, which the Annumites regard as a sovereign remedy
against diarrhcea, dysentery, and colic. Another birk called couden
had similar properties ascribed to it Haofach is considered best for
certain int.rinitwent fevers, and ~ouden preferred for diarrbeea and colic.
—1{hd ’

PROGRESS OF INVENTION.

— Tanning.— Mr. H. Miller Ragland has ijnvented a process for pre-
paring hides to receive more readily the action of tannic acid. After the
bair and particles of flesh bave been removed and the }iides have been
properly cleaned by the action of lime, the first step in this new process
is to place the hides in water sufficient to cover them The hides are to
be placed in separately with the flesby side upwards, and are to be
sprinkled with bran in the fullowing proportions :—

Light hides, for uppers, &c, each skin.... 6 ounces.
Calfsking....oo cciiee viviniveonnanen 3 u
Sheep skins .....ceviiiirieiiiiianenan, 4 ¢«
Heavy higes, for sole leather..... ...... 14 @

In this vat the skins must remain until ferroentation has tuken place,
which will be, in warm weather, in about two days, but in cold weather
somewhat longer. Afier this, the skins must be removed and scraped
from any adhering particles of lime or other substances

When this has been done, the skins are subjected to the action of
mustard seed, which forms the distinguishing characteristic in the process.
it ia carried out in the following manner :—A vat of proportionate sise
is filled with a sufficiency of w.ater to cover the skins, and to this water
there must be added for every bundred pounds weight of the skins, when
diy, five pounds of ground Italian mustard seed, and five pounds of
barley meal. When these ingredients have been ‘“oroughly mixed with
tbe water, the skins must be dipped therein, 50 that they may be perfectly
saturated with it, and they must be lef. in this dip for the following
length of time :

Calf, sheep, or goatskins................ 24 hours
Light hides and kips..... v eeeen e <
Heavy hides for sole leather._ ........... . 48 ¢

When this time has expired the skins must be taken out and bung up
to dry, but only partiaily, as when subjected to the next jprocess they
should still be in a damp condition.

The dip which has been described has a very powerful getion on the
skins ; the combined action of ths mustard seed, barley meal, and heat
bereby generated, is to open the pores of the skins, and thus 1o reader
the remaining processes in tanning them by means of bark much more
speedy than under any other methods hitherto known.— Jtéd.
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The wmean temperature of the month wus 69 94 degrees, which i3
scarcely adegree higher than the Isothermal for Montrealfor the month
of August, reduced from observations during a long series of years

The highest reading of the Barumeter was 30 (61, and the lowest
29.207—giving a range af 0 854 in-hes.

Rain fell in 11 days amounting to 2.66? inches. and was accompanied
by thunder on three days

— Neteorological obser-ations taken at Quebec, during the month of
August, 1868. Latitude 4674830 N.; Longitude 71°12°15"* W.; height
ahove St Lawrence, 230 feet ; By Sergt. J Thurling, A. H. C, Quebec.
Barometer, highest reading cn the 27th.......... 30.184 inches.

lowest w ¥ 1 2, . 29342
range of Pressire.....ee.eeeee ooe w92
mean for month reduced to 32°........... 29677
Thermometer, highest rcading on the Tth..... «cesaese 875 degrees
lowest u B it irieaes 473
range in month.. ... veet viiii vaneaae. 402
Meanof highest..c.coveieenininaerernnns ceee. 159
L .S = 5517
¢ dailyrange..... ...cooo..en v e 202
¢ ofmonth. .... ee ascecerses setats s assans 65.8
maximum in sun’s tays, black bulb, mean of. 111.7
minimum on gress ......... reeareeaaaas 514
Hygrometer, mean of dry bulb............... . erian . 6886
“  wetbulb....... e eetcereaneans 6217
#odew poitt....iiiieeenie ol 58 0
Elastic force of wApour.... .ccovevniiencncreaceaaas 482 iuches.
Vapour in a cubic foot of air.................c00ec0 53 grains.
¢ required 1o saturate, do..... vocnenens cerrees 21

Mean degree of humidity (Sat 109)................. 68

Average weight of a cubic foot of air................ 507.6 grains.
Cloud, mean amount of (0-10)...... D A §
Ozone, “ “ L . 1.2
Wind, general direction........... Ceeeestenaannes . Westerly.
mean daily horizontal movement ......... 1066 miles.
Rain, number of daysitfell...........c..cveeneees 15
amount collected on the ground.......... 516 inches
“ 10 feet above ground..... 4.62

1 30.100 inches, and the lowest was on the 1st day, 29.411 inches, giving
ia monthly raoge of 0.639 inches. The meau temperature of the month
was 57.094 degrees, which shews a decrease of 31.6 degrees in tempers-
ture fiom the Isothermal fur September, reduced from a loug series of
| observutions.

Raia fell on 15 days, amounting to 3.494 inches.
The first frost of the Autumn occurred on the 17th day. -

~—Meteorologicnl Observations taken al Quebec, during the month of
September 1868. By Sergt. John Thurling, A. H. Corps, Quebec.

Barometer, highest reading on the 19th............... 30230 inches.

lowest “ Ist..cvenveanneanas. 29450

range of pressure. ... ....o0iieiie cenaan s .180

meah for month reduced to 32°............ 29775
Thermometer, highest reading on the tith............ 76.6 degrees

low.st “ 17theciiveiieee. 340

rapge io MoB'". ... s.iieiiecaieccaese. 426

Meanof highest._.... ... ... ..ceveiianan ceeeess 624
“ 0 JOWESL L. it iieiee nonses crrase eeesenss 466 -

“ odaily range ....eeeiiien caann Ceeraaaces. 158

“ ofmontk .......... ee ceeete tocane seeces Bd5

maximum ia sun’s rays, black bulb, mean of. 88.9
MinIMUM O GIASS . civv. cevree cevonroesss 460
Hygrometer, mean of drybulb.....ocvvvevvienen oo, 56.4
“ wetbulb.......ciioiiiiiiiane 525
4 dew point......iveienencean.. 487

Klastic force of vaponr.... .. ..ccovvevier vvenvecanss .344 inches.

Vapour in a cubic foot of air......ciccciveneiceanaees 3.8  grains.
“  reduired to raturaie,do.. .o ciieen ciinenean.. 1.2
Mean degree of humidity (Sat. 100) ......cceveneeee. 15
Average weight of a cubic foot of air................ 5335
{:loud, mean amount of 0-10............... i eerees 12
Uzone " “ L I
Wind, general direction.....ceecieiee cvevense... Basterly.
mean daily horizontal movement.......... 113.3 miles.
Rain, number of days it fel}..............i i l. 19
amount collected on the ground .......... 638 inches.
ot 10 feet above ........... 633

Snow, number of daysitfell. .......c.oo0viveencanes 1
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