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ROM a paragraph in
A another colunm our
readers will learn that on the
15th and 16th of last month
an important meeting of the
* Board of Trustec
College was held af .. lon.
The position of the Cpilege,
especially as affectea by the
action of the Legislatme of
Ontario in resolving to discontinue the
usual annual grant of £5000, was the
subject of long and anxious deliberation.
It is not casy for any one not immediately
connected with the Institution to realize
fully the gravity of the circumstances in
which it-is at present placed. We can
well understand that when the Trustees
came to face the subject they must have
found themselves perplexed by the difficul-
ties of the situation. In the painfully
trying emergency, they are entitled to the
sympathy of the whole Church, and we
doubt not very many persons beyond the
pale of the Church are looking with con-
cern for the ultimate decision to which
they must soon come.

1t scems to have been accepted at the
meeting, as a settled thing, that no more
State aid is to be given to Queen’s College
or to any other Collegiate Institution which
has a denominational connection and
character. In this we think the Board
was fully justified. Although the great
questions involved received in general but
scanty justice from those who took part in
the discussion of them ia the House of
Assembly at Toronto, both last session and
this, it is very evident from thie tone of
the debates and especially that of the more
recent one, that the present House is in
anything but a favourable mood for renew-
ing the system of grants initiated twenty-
five years ago by the Parliament of Canada.
That a new House, elected upon this as a
test question, would be more friendly is

o cent
Deni’s

improbable, when the strength and re-
sources of the opposition which has been
roused throughout the Province are taken
into account. That there is much igno-
rance of the subject as to its real merits,
much indifference respecting it, and a great
deal of feeling which deserves no better
name than prejudice or bigotry, and that a
systematie, vigorous, and thorough agita-
tion would acecomplish wonders in changing
this state of things, may be assumed as
true. But no agitation would be attended
with a measure of success worth speaking
about, without a very extensive employ-
ment of agencies, a large expenditure of
money, and the stirring up of bitter con-
troversy and acrimonious strife dreadful to
think of; and after all there would still
remain an opposition widespread and active
cnough to render a renewal of the grants
exceedingly problematical, precarious atthe
best, and always unsatisfactory to the re-
cipients. For these reasons we do not see
bow the Board of Trustees could have en-
tertained any other view than that the time
for subsidising denominational Colleges
has come to an end. In expressing our-
selves thus we do not mean for a moment
to justify the Government, that is, so far
as this question is concerned, the Premier,
Mr. Sandfield Macdonald. The action of the
Government has been hasty, reckless, and
wholly unwarranted. A policy which has
existed for twenty-five years, which has the
explicit sanction of statute law, and which
bas created a variety of important interests
affecting the position of individuals, the
standing of institutions, and the rights and
privileges of large sections of the popula-
tion, ought not to have been summarily
brought to an end. A very feeble regad
for the principles of British justice and the
force of British precedent would have dic-
tated something like a decent warning,
would have continued the old policy at least
during the life time of the present House.
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Obliged, no doubt after careful considera- 3
tion, to accept the situation, the issue which °
presented itself’ to the Bourd must have
consisted of a choice between the discou-
tingance of the Arts Faculty and an
appeal to the friends of the College to sup- .

ly an annual vevenue equal to the amount |
‘of the grant which has been withdeawn.
A final resolution to adopt cither course
would have been a most serious step, the
assumption of a responsibility fram which
the Trustees did well to shrink.  And yet
no other alternative oceurs to us s prac-
ticable, if what at present are understood
1o be the distinctive features of a Faculty
or Department in the constitution of a
Collega, are to be preserved, It must be
assumed that the Church will not consent
to the disbanding of the Theclogical De-
pariment—on the contrary. there IS 2
strong and growing feeling that 1t ought to
be strengthened—and the discontinunnce
of the Arts Faculty would leave some funds
to be disposed of for this purpose. 1L
therefore, any stoppage is tn take place. i1
mast be in the Departinent of Arts. Agmin.
with regard to the other alternaiive. the
amount required cannot be stated at less
than $5000 per annum, for the Treasurer's
financial statements plainty show that siuce
the Commercial Bank disaster, less than
this will not suffice to make ends meet.

Now, let us consider what is implied in
gach of these alternutives.  Thefirst means
the dismissal of Gve Professars; the reduc-
tion of the Institution to a mere theological
school; the closing of an tmportant depart-
ment of public nstruction, after it has
reached the twenty.seventh year of its aper-
ations, after many a suceassiul strugelde has
been made for its continnance. aud after
long lists of alumni and graduates have 3
been formed in conmection with 1t; 1t
means, further. the dependence of the
Church for the preliminary tmining of her
candidates far the mamistry upon other
institations over which she has no controi
and from which her views are nat likely
ta teceive much consideration: the less of
position and influence in the professional
education of the country: and the prepaga-
tion of a feeling already too much encour-
ared, that the Church is nof holding her
own., The sceand alternative implics an
cffart which. tor mamnitude, far excecds
anything the Chureh has ever attempted.
It means the acquisition of 2 reliable an-
nual revenue of $5.000. or 2 capital fund
amounting to something between $S0.000 °
and 10000, with an interim provision -

~

. the Church.
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to keep the Tustitution this
endowment be raised.

Both alternatives are surrounded with
such difficuitics, and the adoption of either

imposes such responsibilities, that we do

going untii

- not gec how the Trustees could have acted

otherwise than they have done, in resolv-

" ing to apply for a pro re rata meeting of

Synod. to be held on the earliest possible
day. at which the whole subject may be
fully discussed by the representatives of
We also highly approve of
the arrangement by which it is intended to
appeal for advice to what may be called
their constituency, that is, the membership
of the Church. for it is a singular pecu-

' larity of the corporation of Queen’s Col-
lege, that by its Reyal Charter it is com-

posed of all the communtcants in the
Church. As we understand the arrange-
ment. an invitation is given to all the
members of the Church. who may be so
disposed., to meet at Kingston on the even-
ing of the 6th instant, when an opportuni-
1y will be given to them to join iu confer-
ence with the members of Synod as to the
hest course to be adopted by the Trustees.
We bape the intellience, zeal, und wealth
of the Church wiil be Iargely represented
on that veeasion, and that the © assembled

. wisdom T will succeed in advising the
1 . -
Trustees to such action as will lead to the

happicst results for both the Church and
the College.

For ourselves we feel it to be a most dif-
fienlt thing to giveany definite recommenda-
tion. We recoil with alarm fram even the
partial dishanding of an institution which,
in puint of rank aud reputatior, compares
favourably with any in the Dominion, which
forms x nost important part of our Church
organisation. and to which we owe, under
the Divine blessing, more than half our set-
tled ministers: and therefore we sav, if the
Colleze cau be maintained on its present
foating. by all means let 2 united and reso-
lute coffort be made to sceurc this. We
have heard of some very liberal subserip-
tions having been volunteered with this
object in view, and we ave disposed to infer

. from this aud other indications that if a

dozen or sa of our weaithiest members
would sce it to be their duty to gnarantee
one half or cven one fourth of the amount
required, all difficnlties would disappear.

- The institation of a first yate Theological

Hall, instead ot the College as at present
constituted, has some deveted advocates.
This is certainly a project deserving of the
fullest consideration, so far as the result
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which scems to be particularly expected is !
concerned, namely, the attracting of a large-
ly increased number of divinity

We cannot cenceal the conviction thut
Theological Hall, completely detached from a
Faculty of Literatureand Seienee, is a most |
hagzardous cxperiment. We may import
into it the most gifted men in the Church
here or the Church in Scotland, but the
offcct of this in drawing students will
amount to little, unless the Chureh can .
offer positions, in number and attractive-
ress, much above the average of those at !
present attainable. TL.ooking at the state”
of our ccelesiastical field, the wonder is that
the number of students Jor the mimstry
kecps up so well as it does. and we must
say that those who cater College in that
capacity arc deserving of the highest credit. -
for nothing but the purest and wost self-
denying motives seem to be sufficient to
account for their doing so.

The following questions embedy sugges.
tions that have procecded frow various
quarters. We give them s inaiters for
sopsideration, not as our own opinions.

Cannot 2 portion of the Temporalities” ;
Fund be made availuble, by a sufficient |
numper of our strongest congregatinnsz

]
i

¥
!

voluntarily agrecing to provide the sllow-
ances which their ministers receive from it 7 ¢

Is it impossiblc to unite the operations !
and resources of Morrin College, Quebes, |
and Quacen's College, Kiugston, with such
additional help as it might be comparative-
Iy easy to obtain, in the sustentation of
ene strong Institution ?

Might not some changes be made iu the
Charter of Quecn's College, of such a !
nature as to induce the gencral public and |
cven the goverament to assist I the sup- !
port of it, without any great risk as to us |
character and efficieney ? i

If it shall be found impracticable to
raise the means required to maintain the |
Institution on its present fooling, can it not .
be more advantageously adapted to our !
special requirements, by being converted
into a purely ccclesiastical establishmant,
with 2 minimum curriculum of sy five ¢
years, and a staff of say four Professors, |
the general and theological studies being
go arranged that they could be earried on
to some extent stmultancously 7 A short-
er period of training, and, in some
branches, a lower standard of :ttainment,
might have the effect of increasing rather
than diminishing the number of students

ssessed of good nataral ability ; would
orobably lessen the number of thoese, some

3

times the most prowising, who after a fow
years' preparatory study for the Chureh go
off to other professions ; and might supply

- us with ministers on the average well
: fitted for the work for which they are most
; required, while such as would be ambitious

to extend their studies might have the
oppurtunity of doing so.

Y the exertions, physica
and mental, of the Church
Agent, a beginning has
been made in collecting the
statisties of the Chureh, which
to some extent may represent
fairly what she is doing, what
her wants ave, and the pownts
to which attention should be
diveeted with a view to remedy defects.

* Great credit is due to the commiitee of

which Mr. Dobie was convener, for the
admirable report il presented some years
ago—admirable in many respeets, for the
care with whieh it was drawn up, 2ud the

| ability which distinzuished it—but~very far
: from presenting a cowplete view of our

position, not from any fanlt of the com-
wittee, but owing to causes altogether be-
yond its control. Sctting aside the fact
that there were very many congregations,
and charges, which made no returas, or
returns so imperfect that they were praeti-
cally useless, there was, and still in many
cases is, a serious hindrance to the work of
so compiling statistics as to show the state
of affairs at any gven period with any-
thing approaching to correctness.  The
very mauner in which congregations are,
angd must continue to be formed, where 2
Church is living and growing, has a fea-
dency to continuc and to increase this
hindrance year by year. Nach conrgrega-
tion very naturally tokes the period of the
sear in which it has been placed in work-
ing order, as the beginning of its own
particular existence, and like the different
children of the same family, each congre-
gation holds its own birth-day, making up
its accounts for the year, the day previous
to that which commuences another year of
its existence.  This is very naiural, and it

{ wauld be = very pleasant thing for congre-

gations annually to commemorate the day
which saw the good sced first planted
amongst them, with «very appliance for

‘ fosterine and training it into 2 goodly trec.
5 N

1t would be a pleasant thing for congrega-
tions to meet, and looking back on the past
sce what “‘good things the Lord had done
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for them.” DBut as it would be a foolish
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to bear upon those who are wanting in

thing for cach of the partners of one firm | duty to themselves and to the body with
S

to ir sist on the books being balanced at the
close of each year of his age, so it is not

the Jess foolish for congregations so closely !

bound together as ours should be, to have

diverse financial years, rendering it impos- ;
sible, to use a comunercial phrase, to take -
stock and balance our books simultanevusly. |

There is no doubt that at first some little

trouble must be expected in changing the

financial year, but the difficulty all lies in
the first step.

becomes casy. This truth

a doubt and hesitation, and fear of making
the change, as if by it some vital 1n‘erest
would be affected. The clase of the civil -
year would scem tobe a good time at which
to close accounts. It occurs at a season—

generally termed the dead season—when

men have more letsure than atothers, when
the roads are in good order, when social
aatherings of neighbours and friends are
usually heid, and when. if ever, congrega-
tional mectings are most likely to be
numerously attended. These arc a few of
the considerations which might lead to the
adoption of the last day of the civil year,
as the period when it would be most de-
sirable to close up accounts and present :
results to the congregation.  But when to !
this is added the fact that unless some one
definite time is fixed upon as “settling ¢
day " throughout the boundsof the Synod,
no cxact statistics can be obtained, it will
we think be sufficient to convince the office
bearers of cach charge that the change,
when necessary, should be made as speedily .
as possible. 1t may take a year or two to |
bring all the congregations to this peint,
but they must come to it sooner or later.
There are some office brarers who have |
an apparently invincible repugmance to
send any information of what they are
doing. Docs it never occurto these gentle-
men that there is no surer means to kill a
congregation than to keep its members in -
ignomnce  of their  short-comings— for
almost invariably the cause of the dumb-
ness is the fear that a statement of the
position of their charges would lead to un.
favourable comparisons between them and
others. Sobeit. It is surely better to
get out of a difficaity even although in |
scrambling through you may et scratched
and torn by the brambles. than to cower !
down In cbscurity. dic and make no sizm.
A little whelesome public opinien brought !

-

That onee tuken the rest
is so evident © qouiand Record ™ will show, to some ex-
that it would almost scem umnecessary to .

insist upon it, and yet there appears to be -

which they are connected is an excellent
medicine. Like a shower bath, the shock
may be a little severe at first, but it helps
to brace up the system and give it increased
vigour and vitality.

We trust that the next statistical report
of our Church will be almost, if not quite
complete, thit we may sce really what we
are doing.

The following from the * Church of

tent, what the parent Church is doing for
us. her children here, and in our present
circumstances ought to stir us up to do
still more for ourselves :

“ The largest share of the Committee's exer-
tions, however. naturally falls to be expended
on the Doyixios oF Caxapa and Britisn Cowty-
1A, which at no distant day must be confedera-
ted with the Cnaadian Deminion.  Throughout
this vast territory the mission work of the
Church is carricd on by grants to Queen's Col-
lege, Kingston, to encourage the theological
training of a native ministry, by supplements to
the salarics of ministers, by sending out and
supporting missionaries, and frequently by aid-
ing in the building of churches: and thes~
operations in the Dominion of Canada (includ-
ing the special cfforts necessary to found the
Mission in British Columbia, and 1o aid in
building St. Andrew’s Church, Victoria, Van-
couver Island) have, during ta¢ past year, in-
volved an cxpenditure of more thar three thou-
sand five hundred pounds.”

The Sabbath School Committee have
1ssucd specimens of the scheme of lessons
for 1869.  The scheme is published at an
esceedingly low rate, and the whole series
has been so highly approved of that we
nced add nothing in its commendation.
The Committee recommended the Juvenile
Presbyterian, which they hope may be
taken in all our schools. In its new form
it presenis a very attractive appearance,
and we are glad to learn that the subscrip-
tion list has increased to a very satisfactory
cxtent. It might casily be doubled were
teachers to use a little exertion.

—

We have been requested to state, that it
was at M. Farbes’ own special desire, that
the connection between him and the con-
gregations of Liceds and Inverness has
been dissolved.

In this number will be found a portion
of the admimable address on India, deliver-
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ed before the General Assembly of the

I
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On page 28, will be found a Circular

Church of Scotland by the Rev. Dr. Nor- from the Secretary of the Widows' Ifund,

man McLeod, which we have resolved to
publish in full.

‘

which was sent too late for insertion in its
proper place.

—‘;‘ﬂ-cins— of our Qilguttlgi

SCHEDULE SYSTEM.
The following circular has been issued
by the Church agent.
Monnrisnraeu, 2571 Drceyesn, 1848,
Dear Sm:

In compliance with a recommendation of the ;

subscribed annually.  Should he from any
reason whatever see cause io change his in-
tention, he must be left at liberty to increase,

_ diminish, or withdraw his subscription, but be
- will be expected to notify the Treasurer of any

Synod, the Temporalities’ Board have instruct-
«d me to supply all Congregations with print- |
ed schedules, designed to facilitate the collec- -

tion of funds for the several schemes of the
Church, by the introduction of a uniform and
systematic agency. [ now, therefore, send to
your address, so many schedules as judging
Trom the statistics of 1866—imay be necessary
for your congregation. You will also receive:
un account bouk arranged in convenient form
for the use of your Congregational Treasurer.
Both are sent to you free of charge, and a fur-
ther supply of either may be had, gratis, on ap-
plication.

The plan which it is proposed to introcauee
has for sowe years been acted upon iz many of
the parishes of Scotland, with re=uits, in every
case it is believed, satisfactory. In those Con-
gregations of our own Church also, that have
tested the system, the schedules have proved to
be a valuable auziliary.

The advantages of this metiiod zompared
with that of 3Sabbath-day collections in
Church are so manifest that it is not thought ne-
cessary lo enlarge on them. Confidently hoping
that each Congregation will for itself make fair
trial of it, and, committing the issue to Him
wpom we profess to serve, and who alone
¢ giveth the increase,” we regpectfidly submit
the following suggestions—based on the ex-
perience of oihers—for the guidance of such as
may be induced to adopt the plan for the first
UMC (e

(1). Itis proposed that each famils be fur-
nished with a schedule, and be requested to
piace in the several columns the sums which
they wish to contribute to the different schemes
of the Church, or the whole sum which they
may choose to give for all the schemes—leav-
wng the Session or Committee o make the ap-
propriation, as the case may be.

(2). There is implied a division of the Con-
gregation into districts, and the appointment of
collectors for cach, whose duty it will be to
call upon the subscribers at stated times for
the sums they have been plersed to name.

(3). The greatest possible freedom must be
concrded to each subscriber, to give whal, when
and Ao he pleases—without any interfercnce
on the part of colleclors, who are mere re-
ceivers of the bounty.

(4). Ttis to be understood that no pledge
whatever is given by any subscriber bryond
his honest intention at the time to pay the sum

such change.
I remain, Dear Sir, your obedicnt servant,
Javes Cron,
Nee. Temporalities’ Board.
PresevTery or Gressaay.—The induction of
the Rev. Neil MeNish, M. AL and B.D., as Assis-
tant and Successor to the Rev. H. Urquhart,
D.D., took place at Cornwall, or the 25th of
November. The Rev. J. & Mullan of Qsna-

- bruck, presided, and przached an excellent ser-

. good sprinkling from other ohurches.

mon from 2 Cov. 5: 20, The Rev. T. Mc-
Pherson addressed the young minister in affec-
tionate and suitable terms : and the Rev. Alex.
McKEay addressed the people, urging the strong
claims of their aged pastor in the continuation
of their esteemn and considerate regard, on ac-
count of his long and faithful services among
them, aund because of his valuable szervices to
his Church and conntry: also pointing out
their duties to their new minister, to one
another, to their vencerable Church, and their
daties to the Church in general.

The settlement was most harmonious: and
all concerned were manifestly pleased. There
was a large and respeciable attendance, witha
It is

. fondly hoped that this congregation, that bas

had the services of ihe Rev. Dr. Urquhart for
upwards of forty years, and among whom

¢ “uninterupted peace  reignad for so long a

period, shall yet prosper more and more.

Armugements were aiso made for holdin
Missionary meetings, during the month of Jan.,
in ali the congregations within the boands of
the Preshytery, in order to stirup & missionary
spirit, and likewise to securc means to meet the
responsibalitics of the Presbirtery for past miz-
sionary work.

A minnie was also recorded in the Records of
Presbytery. testifving to the worth of thelate F.
B. McLennan, long represeatative Elder from
the congregation of Willhamstown, Glengary.

PreESRYTERY oF Lovpox.—A pro re aala
meeting was held on the 4th November, to con-
sider the application of the Rev. F. Nicol 10 be
released from the pastoral charge of the con-
gregation of London. Mr. Nicol stated that
his reason for making this application was fail-
ing health, for which his physician has recom-
mended a residence at the sea side, and he bas
obtained an appointment from the Chureh of
Scotiand to do missionary duty oa the coast of
New Brunswick, which would afford the desired
change. After due consideration and an ex-
pression of sympathy with Mr. Nicol and re-



-

S THE PRESBYTERIAN,

gret at the prospect of losing his services, it
was agreed to cite the congregation on Sab-
bath first, to compear before the Presbytery on
the 18th inst. to which duty Mr. Gordon was
appointed. The Presbytery then adjourned
to meet on the 18th inst., which day the Pres-
bytery met according to adjournwent. Mr,
Gordon reported that he had duly cited the
congregation of Liondon. Messrs Cowan, Les-
lie and Hume compeared on behalf of the con-
gregation, and stated that they esteemed Mr.
Nichol bighly, but being satistied that he had
geod reasons for pursuing his preseat course,
they would offer no opposition. The deputa-
tion also acknowledged the deep obligations the
congregation of London were under io Mr.
Nichol for the aid he has procured for their
Oburch—testified to his diligence and zeal as
psstor, and assured him that the congregation
«wvould cherish grateful memorics of his resi-
dence among them, and that it was their
earnesi prayer that a gracious Providence
would restore him to health and Dbiess his
labours in other fields, Mr. Nichol adhering
1o his application. 1t wasunanimously agreed
10, that the pastoral relation between the Rev.
Mr. Nichol and the congregation of Liondon be
dissolved, that a certifizate of full ministerial
standing belgranted to Mr. Nichol with an expres-
ston of the high csteem in which he is held by
1he members of this Presbytery and their ap-
preciation of the valuable scrvices rendered by
him to the Church during the last ten years. Dr.
George and the Rev. Mr. Bell were appointed
1o draft the certificate and report at the pext
ordinary rceting.

Arrangementis were then made for supply-
ing the pulpit of St. James’ Church until next
regular meeting.  The Rev. J. Rannie was ap-
pointed to preach un the 29th of November,
and declare the Church vacaat. In the even-
ing of the same day the Preshytery of London
again met, having been previously called by
circular letters.

1. To take into conzideration the application
of tha Rev. M. MeNish to be transferred to the
Preshytery of Glengary, which was granted.

2. The application of the Rev. R. Stevenson
for Presbyterial certificate which was granted
in so far as the Presbytery could testify.

3. To mzke arrangements for the holding
of missionsry meelings during the winter. Mr.
Gordon cubmitted a programme that he had
drawn up by request. This was approved by
those present, but its adoption was deferred un-
til the regular mecling on the 3rd of January
whea the attendance would be larger.

VACANCIES I¥ THE PRESIVTARY oF Loxpoy,
Ostarto.—We beg to direct the immediate at-
tention of ministers and probationers to East
Williams, London, Kippen, and Norwich,
These cbarges require clergymen of great
energy, popular talents, a thorough missionary
spint, and unqualified devotion to the Church.,
in Williams there 35 a glebe, on which is crected
alatge and handsome brick Manse, that had
never been  finished, but  has lately been
thoroughly completed, and clegantly painted
and prepared, through the cfforts of the Rev,
J. M Mzacleod, now of Glencor, who has con-
triboted $460 towards the expenscs.  There is

now no debt on the Church property. Williams
is a good field for & Gaelic-speaking minister.
London, on the other hand, offers special in-
ducements to a hard working aud popular
preacher while Kippen and Norwich are very
promising fields of usefulness. We sincerely
hope to see the above charges soon filled by
faithful and able ministers.

Loxpox, Oxr.—We regret to Jearn that the
Rev, Francis Nicol has resigned his pastorate,
and accepted an appointment from the Colonia
Commitiee to Miramichi, New Brunswick. In
his removal from the bounds of the Synod, our
Church has suffered a heavy loss. We cannot
affurd to lose men of his greal and varied
atlainments, fine Christian character, and
genial disposition.  As the convener and vice-
convener of the Synod's examination cotn-
mittee for several years past, and specially as
convener of the committee on Hymnology, he
has readered signal service 1o the Church at
large, while his faithful and efficient discharge
of Ins ministerial duties proper in the face of
no inconsiderable discouragements, has been
the means of recovering 1o some extent the
ground which the Kirk lost in 1844, in the
metropolis of the West. Jt is to be hoped su
important a point shall not be long vacant.

Goperici.—It is always pleasant to record
instances of the liberality of congregations to
their ministers. It was only lately that the
people of Goderich thus distinguished them-
selves: and now again 2 section of that con-
gregation residing in Colborne, have been
evincing their appreciation of their new minis-
ter's useful services. On the first day of
sleighing, a few of them waited upon Mr.
Camclon, and presented him with a bandsome
cutter, although they had borue their share in
the procuring of the gifis formerly bestowed.

Woonwici.—As will be seen by the obituary
notice in other columns, this congregation has
been thrown into afitiction by the sndden death
of their much beloved and revered pastor.
Although not possessed of great intellectual
strength, Mr. Thom was a mau of considerable
acquirements; perhaps none of our ministers had
laid up in store so large a stock of quaint and
curious scraps of knowledge ; aud this, together
with his childlike simplicity, transparcucy of
character and unaffected picty, gave him great
influence over his flock, wio now mourn over
his loss with a sincerity thatis touching to wit-
ness. How much they were attached to him was
shown in 1564, when Mr. Thom requcested and
obtaiuned leave of the Synod to retire from the
active duties of the ministry. The people on
hearing of this declared intention immediately
waited upon him and requested him to recon-
sider it, saying that they would be satisfied with
such services as he could render them, but that
they wouid in no case consent to his giving up
the charge altogether. This was a touching
tribute of their appreciation of his excellence,
especially at a time when there is a shameful
impatience in the Church to shelve old minis-
ters, and he was so affected by it that he with-
drew his iniended resignation, and resolved to
di~ in haruess. It may be safely said that from
that date his ministry was signally blessed, the
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bonds which united him to the people having
become closer than ever. It is to be hoped
they shall soou obtain a worthy successor.
According to the latest statistics lhe‘re ace
about forty families connected with the Church,
and seventy communicants on the roll; but
their numerical strength does not indicate their
real strength, as they are mostly wealthy far-

|

mers in the very garden of Cavnada, who can |

casily salary a minister without rqmcrially
aftecting their own comfort. There is a com-
fortable stone manse and a small glebe belong-
ing to the congregation.
minister of greater bodily vigour than Mr.
Thom, would be able to find some out_lymg
station, which might be connected with Winter-
Lourae, and thus a larger sphere of activity
would be opened up. With a somewhat larger
congregation, there could be no more desirable
a spot for a minister with rural tastes than
Woulwich.

S7. Gaprier, Cutren Youse Mea's CurisviaN
AssociaTios.—Un the 10th ulto., the first an-
nual Soiree of the Young Men's Christian
Association in connection with St. Gabriel
Churcir was held in the Canadian Institute.
The Rev. Mr. Camphbell, Minister of St. Gabriel
Church, occupied the chair, and in opening
delivered an addiessexpressing his gratitication
at the progress alreauy made by the Assoc.aa-
tion, but explaining that it need notbe confined

the cise, doubtiess through misapprehension.
The address was of a cheering nature, as he
behieved n marked progress had been made

gregation,

Mr. Thom, Secretary, read the annual repurt,
which shows that tue Association began in
February last with twenty members and that
seven had joined during the year. The present
number is twenty-five, one member having died
and another resigned. Since the openiog 17
meetings had been held, essays had been read
by members and debates taken place. Two
lectures had heen delivered, one by Rev. J. M.
Giibson, and the other by Dr. Bell. The Trea-
surer’s report was very smiisfactory, showing a
balance in hand.

Tae Rev. Dr. Jeuking congratulated the
members of the congregation present at the
great contrast which could be scen in the state
of St. Gabriel Church from that which he re-
membered three years ago, when he and Dr
Matlieson bad opened it, after its restoration.
He delivered, afier some further preliminary
remarks, & very carnest address 1o the young
men on the ngcessity for reading works of a
high character, and for storing their minds
with useful information, instead of destroying
their intellect. and losing their time, in the
perusal of frivoions writings. He cxhorted

them te study as well as to read, so as to |

strengthen their minds.  The want of this he
held to be one of ihe great evils of the present
day. The address was listencd to with marked
attention.

Mr. Robinson, Mr. Hagar, Mr. Barret, and
members of the Assceiation gave music, reci-
taticns, and readings, which appeared to be
highly appreciated by the audience.

-
]

S1.GanrrieL Suypay Scuoor,.—The 3¢d annua
soiree of the Sunday School, came off in the
Mechanics’ IHall on 22ud December, and was
largely attended by teachers, scholars ard
friends of the school. An excelient tea was
served ont to them, and, it having been despat-
ched, the intellectual enjoywent of the evening
commenced. The chair was taken.by the Supe-
rintendent of the school, Mr. McPbail, After

_ singing, the chairman gave a briefbut neverthe-

Probably a new

less comprehensive address on the utility of
Sabbath Schools, the necessity of such institu-
tions for the rising youth, and the duty of sup-
porting them binding on all Christinng. He
then called upun the Secretary to read the
annual report.

Mr. Jas. Thom read the annnal report, which
showed that the school had had a decided in-

. crease in the average attendance, and in other

. previous years.

respects there had been an improvement ox
The average attendance ench
Sunday had been S3, with a number on the rol}
of 121. The school was closed during the
months of July aud August, and on its opening
again the managers had to report considerable
additions to the library, which now contained

. 176 volumes. of which about 40 were distribu-

ted cvery fortnight, the girls being supplied
one week and the boys the next. The plan of
Sunday school lessons adopted is that of the
Edinburgh Sunday School Cnion. Bateman's

. collection of Hymns wus sabstituted at the re-
to the young unmurried men, as seemed to be .

opening of the schooul fur the Montreal seiection
previously used, whicl: from theincreased inte-
rest felt in the exercise of singing by the

. scholars. mam:ests an appreciation of the
daring the past year in the afluirs of the con- |

cbange. The number of young persons attending
the Bible class beretofore conducted by Rev.
Mr. Campbell, and now divided into two
sectivns—s male and female division—under
the management of Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Campbell
bas counsiderably increased during the past
year. The receipts of the past year have
been $68.39, ard disbursements $37.44, leaving
a balance on hand of $31.93, against which
however have to be placed accounts for maga-
zines, ectc., and amounting to $49.19, showing
a deficit of $17.24 for the past year. The mis-
sionary subscriptions of the children up to the
31st Oct. amount to $31.90, being an increase
ot 31.10 on those of the previous year. Of this
S20 has been sent to the support of the little
Indian girl, Maggic Campbell, leaving a balance
of S11.90 to be voted away by the chiidren
this evening. The teachers desire, whilst, in
humble dependence on God's Holy Spirit they
seek to imbart to the children a knowiledge of
God's Word, that God wouid cause the iightof
his countenance to shine upon them and bless
their efforts to prominte his glory by estadlish-
ing the work of their hands.

Rev. Ma. Frazercongratulated the teachers
and scholars on the excellent report, which was
in every respect a great improsement 9n that
of the previous year, and hoped that the zche-
lars had made a year's progress nearer heaven.

The children then sang, * Children’s Hosan-
na,” after which the Rev. Dr. Irvine address-
cd them.

Rev. Dr. Irvine spoke of Sabbath Schools as
the nurseries in which weie reared those who
were afterwards to be the pillars of the Churck.
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He said that Sabbath Schools had been
most successful instrumentalities in God's
haads for the conversion of souls. He urged

upon the children the advisability of attending
to and profiting by the instruction given them
by their teachers, telling them that when they
grew up they would look back with great plea-
sure and satisfaction on the happy times they
hiad spent in the Sabbath School.

He exhort- |

ed the teachers to persevere in their labour of '

love, assuring them that their labours should
not be ia vain. Greatattention was paid to his
address, and being illustrated by anecdotes, it
wag very interesting.

Rev. Roeerr Caumpepeil exemplified the man-
ner of teaching a Concert Class of seven girls
and seven boys. The audience seemed very
much interested in this portion of the exercises.

Rev. Axprew PaTtox said he was sure that
the children bad spent a very pleasant time
this evening.
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labours ; and should he decline the invitation
it must be at a sacrifice of personal consider-
ations, the emolunents of the Newcastle charge
being, we are given to understand, nearly
double his present.

Srt. Axprew's Cygurcn, Havirax.—We under-
stand that the Rev. Chas. M. Grant, B.D, in-
timated to his congregation of St. Andrew’s,
Halifax, on the 18th of Uctober, thathe intend-
cd to resign his charge into the hands of the
Presbytery, and offer himself « the Foreign
Mission of the Church of Scotland in India.
This will cripple us in the city of Halifax, and
o the congregation of St. Andrew’s it will at first
be felt as a great discouragement. But still no
Christian can hear the intelligence without re-
joicing. What field so wide, and with such

 demands on the British Churches as India’

He was glad to see so many .

Sabbath Schoo! scholars, the bone and sinew of |

a Church. e said that if Christ had not come
about this time, 1800 years since, they would
not bave been so favourably situated. He would
like them in the midst of their happiness to
think of those who were not half so well off as
ihemselves, and to prize the privileges they
enjoyed, for which they ought to thank God
and his servants their minister aud teachers.
To tbe oldest members of the school—the
teachers—he would say, act kindly and think
kindly of those of similar institutions to your
own, though they be notof the same church,
for they all have one common object in view.
Dr. Beit then exhibited some magic lantern
pictures, which bad been kindly lent to the
school by Ar. D. Ross, of Yiew Mount. The
children were kighly gratified with the views.
Between the speaking and other exercises the
scholars sang several hymos, and the choir,

two pieces,under the leadersbip of Mr. Robinson. !

A Bazaar was lield in the afternoon and was -

very successful.
NOVA SCOTIA.

We take the fullowing from the Nova Scotia

Reeord :

The Rev. Messrs. "Anderson and McGregor—
the deputation from the Presbytery of Pictou
appointed to visit our congregations in Cape
Breton—rewurned from their labours in the carly
part of October, after spending three or four
weeks in ministering, along with our mission-
aries, to the large congregations that assembled
on occasion of the dispensation of the Lord’s
Supper.

Qur newly arrived Missionaries, the Rev-
Messrs. Campbell and McDonald, ‘are fulfilling
their appointments with much acceptance to
the people of oar vacant congregations in
Pictou Presbytery. The Rev. Mr. Fogo is do-
ing good work in supplying Truro and adjoin-
ing stations.

Welearn that the congregation of Neweastle,
Mwramichi, N.B,, haveresolved tocall the Rev. W
McMillanof Saltsprings,N.S. A unanimonseall,
coming from such a congregation, ministered
to0 by the Jate D=, Henderson for a quarter of a
ceatury, must be very gratifying to Mr. McMil-
lan, suowing, as it docs, an appreciation of his
worth beyond the imwmediate sphere of Lis

And it is cheering to any one, having in him a
spark of Christian chivalry, to se¢, not only un-
tried men, fresh from our Dirinity Halls offering
thewselves for the work, but men also in good
positions in the Church already—men who are
ready to cut assunder the ties that bind them to
attached and growing congregutions, because
they hear Christ saying: * 1 would have thee
fight on one of the high places of the field.”
Mr. Grant bas done much during the two years
he was minister of St. Andsew's. He took
it when heavily in debt, (over £1100) with a
balance against it in the Bank, with failing
numbers and prestige. le leaves it entirely out
of debt (and no other Presbyterian Church in
the city iss0), with a balance to its credit at the
bank, with anincrensed cldership and com-
munion roll, and every quarter some additions
were beingmade to its adherents. Let not the
coagregation lose heart, nor give their pastor
to Christ’s work grudgingly. They will then
be blessed in giving him as he will be blessed
in giving himself.

IN MEMORIAN.
EXTRACT FROM APDRESS DELIVERED BY REV. Dn.
MaTHigsox, AT FUNERAL OF LATE WiLLiAM

Duw, Esquirg, ox 10TB DECEMRER.
It hath pleased Almighty God in his provi-

. dence to remove from the labours and suffer-

ings of this sinful world our beloved brother,we
bumbly hope, through the mercy of the Diviac
Redeemer, to Ue a partaker of the inberitance of
the saints in heaven.  His soul bas returned to
God whko gave it. Thebedy we are assembled
to commit to the tomb—to consiga “ dust to
dust, ashes to ashes,” but not without the assur-
ed hope, that thatboedy, whatsoever be the forms
it may assum?, in the process of dissolution,
and bowever insensible it ma) now be to our
sympathy, shall hear the voice of the Son of
tiod, shall risc from its bed of dust, und in the
flesh ¢ shall see God.” In such & solemn hour
as this, it is natural to express regret for the
departure of one who was endeared to us by his
personal excellencies, and the breaking up of
the iatimacy which bound him inlove and fricnd-
ship to many ot us. The sorrow which fills so
man3 hearts fest.ies not only to the esteem in
which our lamented friend and brother was
held, bat also indicates that the stroke has
come home to their own bosoms, and individu-
aliy thes feel asif onc of the members of their
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own family was carried away into the land of
darkness and shadow of death,

1t bas been customary with the people of
many nations on such mournful occasions as
this to advert to the leading incidents in the
life of the deceased and pass encomiums on the
distinguishing features of character. Werelto
follow this practice—if the unbroken friend-
ship of upwards of forty years was to speak, it
would tell of the sincerity of his attachments,
the honour of his engagements, the confidence
to be reposed in his word. Of a highly sensi-
tive temperament, the ardour and tenderness
of his affcetions were to overflowing—fuil, gene-
rous, and kind when once bis judgment was con-
vinced ; his benefactions were many, unostenta-
tious and liberal. Naturally silent and reserv-
ed, he made no pretentious display of his faith,
but his devout look in prayer and the warm
gragp of his hand when Jesus and his love were
the themes, betrayed the feelings of a believing
heart. The last days of bis life were peaceful,
calm, and resigned to the will of his Heavenly
IFather, and so ardent were his desires todepart
that he might “be with Christ, which is far
hetter,” as almost to border on impatience, while
the firm faith and trust mavifested in bis last
moments were refreshing to the spirits of those
who surrounded bis bed. Few, I am persuaded,
who kzew bim, on reviewing their past inier-
course, who are not now ready to take up the
Lamentation of David for his friend and say, “ I
am distressed for thee, my brother! Very plea-
sant hast thou been unte me.” And were the
deceased now to rise up and address you, we
might believe the language of his love and
friendship for you would be expressed in the
words of the Saviour of men: % Q that you
were wise, that you would give heed to the
things of your peace before they be for ever hid
from your eyes.” But we come not to speak of
the dead but to the living ; we come not to eu-
logise departed worth, but to commit to the si-
lent grave the ashes of our friend and brother,
and to listen for a moment to the solemn and
important lessons taughbt us from the lips of
death. It teaches heavenly wisdom, silentlyin-
deed, but more persuasively than the most
thrilling eloquence from the living tongue. It
teaches most impressively the vanity of all
earthly objects of delight by exhibiting themin
the loneliness, in the unbroken silence and pa-
tresence of the grave. Look asit were into the
coffin of your lamented friend, justly estecred
for all that was bhonourable, affectionate and
kind! And what is itthat now remains of
him? A heap of dust, insensible to your love
and unaffected by the removal from him of all
that ever attracted his regard, or engaged his
pursuit, surviving only io the memory of his
fricnds !'—memories which advancing time will
inscnsibly but rapidly efface. Ab, what a les-
son of human frailty! How mournfuily are we
now reminded of the vanity of all carthly ex-
peetations! How impressively are we taught
that nothing can avert the shaft of death, and
that our fondest wishes and most zealous offices
of kindness cannot prevent those whom we love
from going down into the grave!

L4 L ] * . ] L] -

O then, brethren! T speak to you as reazon-
sble men, judge ye what I say. How ought
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you to appreciate the important privileges
which the gospel provides for promoting your
everlasting happiness. How ought gou to va-
lue the time given you to work out your salva-
tion! Let the lesson now given you by the
dead, be deeply engraven on your hearts! Let
not the reliques of your much loved friend
be laid in the dust without admonish-
ing you of your duty and your destiny! I
speak to you, as the professed followers of
Christ Jesus, and I adjure you by the love
which bis death displays, to live in the habitu-
al practice of those duties to which the love of
Christ constrains. O let this love now influ-
ence your hearts, and as you perform the last
solemn rites to your departed friend, letitreveal
to your faith the Saviour of men standing by
and saying, ¢ Whosoever liveth and believeth
shall never see death. Yea, though be were
dead, yet shall he live.”

At the manse, Woolwich, on Saturday
the 28th of November, the Rev. James Thom,
the greatly beloved Pastor of St. Andrew's
Church, Woolwich. in the 71st year of hisage.

Mr. Thom was & native of the parish of
Carnwath, Lanarkshire. He evinced a strong
desire, even in childhood, to devote himself to
Christ in the ministry of the gospz1, and would
not be dissuaded from it, though some of his
friends did not encourage him. At the age of
twelve years he went to the University of Glas-
gow that he might prepare himself for his fu-
ture work.

Perhaps there is nothing more beautiful
spiritually thau the prayerfulness of the “ babe
in Christ” in the early morning of life. At the
tender age referred to, when ourdeparted friend
was accustomed to scek communion with God in
secret prayer, the moors in the vicinity of his
dwelling, afforded him a closet where e wa3
wont to pour out Lis soul to his father in
heaven. .

After finisiug his collegiate course at Edin-
burgh and Glasgot, Mr. Thom was licensed to
preach the gospelin the year 1827 by the Pres-
brtery of Peebles. Subscquently and before
this, he, lixe many other young men in similar
circumstances, earned a livelibood by instruct-
ing youth. Tie taught for sowe time in the
High School of Hamilton. Hec officiated for
some time in 2 chapel in the midst of the great
mining district around Carnwatb. Having
come to America in the year 1833, he laboured
for four years in the State of New York, but
not finding the work congenial to him there ac
removed to Canada in 1813, and after serving
as a missionary for some time in the Presby-
tery of Montreal, was in the year 1844 set-
tled as Minister of the Scottish Congregation,
Tiree Rivers, Lower Canada, where he remain-
ed till the year 1854, when he was inducted by
the Presbytery of Humilton into the pastoral
charge of thc Congregation of St. Andrew’s
Church, Woolwich, Capada West.

Our dear fricnd who has been taken to his
reward, afforded 2 fine illustration of the words
of the inspired wise man : “ The path of the just
is as the shining light that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day” He improved
mentally and spiritually to the last. He evio-

~
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ced none of the garrulousness and weulkness
that are sometimes charged to old age. On
the contrary, during the last years of his life,
he advanced strikingly in vigour of mind and
in the graces of the Christian character. He
afforded to loving Christian friends a beautiful
example of the truth of the Psalmist's words:
<« The righteoas shall flourish like the palm
tree ; he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
‘Those that be planted in the house of the
Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.
They shall still bring forth froit in old age:
they shall be fat and flourishing.”

This much loved Pastor died after a short
and severe inflammatory illness of four days.
He was honourably interred by a loving people,
who, to evince a mark of affection and esteem,
carried bim from the manse to the Church
burying ground—a distance of about half a
mile. A large concourse of persons on foot and
in carriages formed the funeral procession,
which took place on Monday the 30th of No-
vember. He lhas left a widow and one son,
who is a doctor of medicine, to mourn a loss
that to them is irreparable.

The Rev. George Macdounell, of Fergus, in
accordance with the wishes of the family and
congregation of the late revered husband,
father and pastor, conducted Diviue Service at
Woolwich, on the Lord's Day following, the 6th
of December, and preached a funeral sermon
from Proverbs x 7: ¢ The memory of the just
iz blessed,” to an overflowing audience.

Died on the 16th November, at his residence,
Township of Sydenbam, County of Grey, (/-
tario, in the seventy-third year of his age,
William Lang, M.D,, L.R.C.P.S.

The deceased was born in the Town of
Hamilton, Lanarkshire, Scotland, in 1796,
studied for the medical profession in the Unij-
versity of Edinburgh, and graduated in 1S17.
His first situation was on . M. ship-of-war,
Duke of York, of which he was Surgeon for
nine years. Having retired from the navy, Dr.
Lang practiced for four yvears in the Parish of
Tuthwell, Dumfries-shire.

in the year 1831, he emigrated to Canada,
and settled in Toronto, where he had an exten-
sive practice. During the spring of 43 be re-
moved to the County of Grey, then, ahnost an
unbroken wilderness.

The deceased was a warm adherent of the
Church of Scotland, and while he lived in
Toronto was coanected with St. Andrew's
Church. For mauy years after his removal to
Sydenbam, he had not the privilege of enjoying
ithe means of grace in connexion with the
Cburch of his fathers. This he felt deeply:
and he was not of those whoresign themselves
to such & condition without an effort. e tried
in conjunction with some well-wishers to the
Kirk, to uefurl its banuers in Owen Sound:
this movement failed at that time, but not
through any fault of his. Detenmined not to
be daffled in his efforts to help his Church and
himself, along with o few others he inaugurated
the movement, which has resulted in the found-
ing of the congregation of Leith and Jobnstone,
of which he was a devoted and liberal mem-
ber. A short time before his death he expressed

P —
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his great satisfuction that the congregation
was free from debt, and prosperous.

As frequently as the demands of his exten-
sive practice would permit he occupied his
place in the llouse of God, an interested and
carnest worshipper. For eight or nine months
previously to his death, he know not at what
hour he might be called hence, from the peculiar
nature of his disease ; yet through his long and
painful illuess he manifested the calmness and
resignation of a Christian. He died a firm Dle-
liever in the forgiveness of sins and a comnlete
salvation through Jesus Christ. The congre-
gation to which he belonged will long remem-
ber his earnest vigour and never-failing liber-
ality.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

Meeting or Trusters.—A meeting of the
Board of Trustees was convened at the Coliege
on the 13th vlt. The business for whick it was
called was the consideration of the position of
the College, especially as affected by the recent
action of the Legislature of Outario, in discon-
tinuing the annual grant of $5000. The sub-
ject was very fully and anxiously discussed in
all its bLearings, as may be inferred from the

. fact that the Board did not close its zession un-

' til the afternoon of the following day.

Two
things appeaved indisputable—first, that no
legizlative assistance is hereafter to be obtained
so long as the College remains under denomi-
national contrcl; and second, that the continu-
ance of the Faculty of Arts is impossible un-
less from some reliazble source or sources & sum
equal to the sunount of the grant, thst is $5000,
be procurable annually. Should no new source
of revenue become available the reduction of
the estublishment to a Theological seminary
cannot be avoided. This, however, would be 2
radical change in the character of the Institu-
tion, affecting many iimportant interests both
public and private. and as the College was
founded by the Charch aud the corperation of

- the College includezs in its membership all

communicants belonging to the Church; the
Board felt that 1t would not be justified in
taking any procedure in that direction; with-
out cousuitivg the carporation, the rearrange-

. ment of whose affairs it holds only in trust.

——— o ——— s

The members of the corporation st large may
see cause 1o advise a different course. The
Moderator of Synod was accordingly vequested
to summon, and he has without. delay sum-
moned a pro ¢ nala meeting of Synod to be
held in St. Andrew’s Chureh, Kiagston, on
Wednesday, 6th January, at seven o'clock p.m,,
tur the cousideration of the whole subject. The
Board also reselved to meet in the same place
on the same day at half pastsix o'clock p.we.,
and to invite members of the Church to meet at
the same time. It is expected that the Synod
will accord to members of the Church, comply-
ing with the invitaiion of the Board, thougi
they may not be members of Synod, the privi-
lege of expressing their opinions, this being
considered the most practicabie way of getting
at the miud of the corporation generally.

Doxattons To TaE Liararv.—Alex. Buntin,

, Esq, Montreal, copy of the English Encyclo-

pedia, consisting of twelve large quarto
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volumes handsomely bound in half mor. ; Johu
Rankin, Esq, Montreal, Quarterly Review,
thirty-seven vols., with a former donation
completing the set in the Library ;the Do-
minion Government, seven vols,

Leirca MexoriaL Fuxp.—A few members of
Synod $8; Tossorontio Congregation $5;
Spencerville Congregation, $4; Whitby Con-
gregation, $8; Williawnstown Congregation,
$10. Farther contributions ave solicited to de-
fray a small debt of about $90.

QueeN's COLLEGE MiSSIONARY ASSOCIATION.—
At the regalar annual meeting of the Queen's
College Missionary Association, the following
officers were clected :—President, David .P.
Niven, B.A.; Vice-President, Joseph S. Eakin,
B.A.; Corresponding Secretary, Robert Camp-
bell, B.A.; Recording Secretary, Peter S.
Livingston ; Librarian, James Gray; Trea-
gurer, Joseph Gaudier ; Executive Cemmittee,
Cr.arles Doudiet, James Carnicie), John C.
Cattanach, B.A., Peter Macgregor, B.A., Dr.
Saunders, and Dr. Nesbit.

MONTREAL PRESBYTERY'S MISSIONARY
MEETINGS, 1869.
1st Group. .

Lachine, on Monday, 1st February, at 7} p.m.

St. Andrew’s and St. Paul's, Montreal, on
Tuesday, 2nd February, at 73 p.m.

Laprairie, on Wednesday, 3rd February, at
2 p.m.

St. Gabriel's, on Wednesday, 3rd February,
at 71 p.m.

St. Matthew’s, on Tbursday, ith February,
at 7} p.m.

Deputation.—Mr. Ross (Dandee,) Mr. Ross
(Chatbam,) and Mr. J. L. Morris.

2nd Group.

Hemumingford, on Mounday, 25th January, at
7} p.m.

Russeltown Flats, on Tuesday, 26th January,
at 73 p.m.

Georgetown, on Wednesday, 27th January,
at 7} p.m.

Beechridge, on Thursday, 28th January, at
i p.m.

Deputalion.—Dr. Jenkins, Mr. Fraser, and
Mr. McPherson.

3rd Group.
Huntingdon, on Monday, 25th January, at
73 p.m.
Dundee, on Tuesday, 26th January, at 74 p.m.
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Elgin, on Wednesduy, 27th January, at 10
a.m.

lAthelstum', on Wedneaduy, 27t January, at
73 p.m. ’

Ormstown, on “‘hupsduy, 281l January, at
73 pan.

Deputativn.—Rev, My, Gutnpball and Mr, An-
derson,

At {ironp,

St. Louis, ou Tuesduy, i February, at 11
o.om.

Beauharnois, on Tusaduy, 0t February, at
73 p.m.

Chateauguay, on Wediisr 4y, voth February,
at 1l a.m.

Depetution.—Mr. Luelwnd, and Mr. Fraser.

bth (iroup,
Chatham and Grenvijle,
Deputation.—Dr. Jenking and Mr. D. Ross,
Montreal.

MEETINGS OF PREsnyT8HIkS,~Tho following
Presbyteries will mecg at thy times and places
severally mentioned, during thiz montb:

Owen Sound, at Palsley, on Tuesday, the 5th.

London, at London, un Wudncsdny, the 6th.

Perth, at Perth, on 'l'uc.idn{, tho 12th,

Renfrew, at Arnprior, on Tuesday, the 12th.

Toronto, at Turonty, unt Pugsday, the 19th.

—— i rr—— i

BBOMIE MIAKION FUSND,

St. Andrew's, Montroal, por My, Jus. Barne.. $155.00
L'Orignal, per Rev. Georga ) Vergugon. . ... 20.00
Lochiel, per lev. Alexunider Molay.., .. 8.00
Dorchester, per Rev. Jutho: Gordon. ... ...  25.00
Ramsa{, per Rev. Jolwm Gordon, ,,, ... ... 37.13
Lochiel and Dalhousie, per lfuv, Alex. McKay  25.00
Arnprior, per Mr. A. Garrioos, ., .. 0.0, ..., 8.33
Smith’s Falls, per Hev. Solomany Mytne. .. ... 32.00
Osnabruck, per Itev. J. 8 Multyn. *...., 0 2232
Westmeath, per Rev {iugh Crnoron ... .55
Priceville, (udditional) per v, 1, Feaser, .. 4.70
Gwillimbury and Innisfil, por Buy, . Mcf{eco 7.00
Tossorontio, per Itev. Alex. Melsnvay. ... . 23.00
Clifton. per Rev. George Belloooo o Ll 50.00
Mrs. Machar, Kingston. ..., ,.,.. 10.00
King, per Rev. JohnTawse,. ..., ,............ 11.50
Galt, per Rev. . JJ. B, Muir,,,, , ,......... . 20,00
Thoral, per Rev. David Watson, ... ........ 40.00

. UR
JAMER CNHO1L, Treasuror.
Morrisburgh, 19th Decambur, 11404, asurer

IR ok

FRENCH MIBBION FUND.
Smith's Falls, per the Hev, Rolotnon Mylne.....820 00
Martintown, . 4. K, Buirnet 10.00
L'Qrignal and Hawkesbury, per Hev, (1, D,
Ferguson........ Ll

841,00
ARCH. PERGURON, Troasurer.
Montreal, 21st Decemnber, IKGH,

,

QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY.
(7o the Editor of the Presbyterian.)

R.EDITOR,—The with-
drawal by the Ontario Lse-
gislaturc of the grants to
Denominational Colleges,
and the necessity felt by the
Trustees of our owa Univer-
sity for calling a- special
meeting of Synod in order
to decide the question of
maintaining the College in

Corresyondene.

its present efficioney, will of course be made
known to our Chursh throngh the coluinns
of the Presbyterian,  While fully con-
vinced that both the frustees and the
Synod are earnestly desirous of taking the
best possible course ns regards this per-
plesing question, I ennnot but express an
carnest hope, that the gdherents of our
Church throughout the Dominion will
make a vigorous and united effort to pro-
vide them immedirtely with the means of
carrying on the College without any dimia-
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ution of its present equipment, till the
arrival of the time—1I am persuaded not far
distant—when the enlightened feeling of the
country shall constrain the ILegislature
cither to renew the former grants, or itself
to assame, together with the control of the
Taculty of Arts, the responsibility of main-
taining it in the efficiency which has
hitherto characterised its teaching.

Apart from the interest which we feel in
the University which has been the cherish-
ed nursling and hopeful stay of our Church,
few, I hope, of your readers require to be
convinced that the idea of making one
single University suffice for the needs of the
wide province of Ontario is assuredly illi-
beral ; that what our young country at
present requires is diffused education
within the reach of many, not concentrated
and highly stimulated education for the
few ; that to close the doors of a University
in cfficient working order, would be to
diminish in 2 certain ratio, the amouant of
University cducation throughout the Do-
minion.

It is something, in our new country, for

ao institution to have had a Aistory of more !

than a quarter of a century ; to have done
good serviee to the State in cducating
hundreds for useful and responsible posi-
tion; to havesent its students to distinguish
themselves in the academic arenas of our
mother country; above all, to have trained
so many able and laborious ministers for
the pulpits of our own Chureh. Al these
claims Queen’s College possesses, with the
additional one of having been established
and carried on through many aun adverse
fortune, at the cost of incalculable thought,
anxiety and toil, by some of the best and
wisest Fathers of our Church, whose legacy
it may be considered to be, to their suc-
£233015.

Let us, then, as Churclmen and patriots,
put forth cvery effort to sustain their
precious legacy for the Churchand for the
country, nor allow the work of so many
years, the price of so much toil, to be lost
t0 both ! '

Five thousand dollars. it is said, are re-
quired to sustain the University on its
present footing for one year. I know of
one or two, not rick, who would give fifty.
Have we not a hundred men able and will-
Ing to do as much. If so, the amount
were made up at once!  Or, if that be too
high an estimate, are there not a thousand
throughout the Church, who could give
five dollars each, without feeling the loss ?
And what if we did feel it alittle? It is
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sacrifice, after all, which tests what our
patriotism, our Church feeling, is worth.
We arc proud of our Covenanting fore-
fathers; are we worthy to call them so, if
we shrink from a small pecuniary sacrifice,
where they would have willingly spent sub-
stance,—blood, .fe -itself'? We can do it,
if we will ! 'Who is willing to stand in the
breach? Nay, rather who would stand
back in the hour of need !

I remain, yours, &e.,

A LAY MEMBER.

P.S.—One circumstance which the Sy-
nod might take into account in its deliber-
ations, is, that the district of country im-
mediately around Kingston is so far aware
of the importance and advantage of having
a University in its neighbourhood, that by
a judicious and fercible appeal, very con-
siderable contributions might be obtained
from people of all denominations, to avert
such a suspension of its action, as it is felt
would be a serious misfortune to the people
at large

1t should be an incentive to us also, that
the Methodists are going to rally round
thetr University and support it nobly.
Shall our enthusiasm and public spirit fall
behind theirs 2

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.
To the Editor of the Presbylerian.

IR,—Every friend, 1 shall
notsay of our Church alone,
but every true friend of edu-
cation and enlightenment in

o‘:; : this land; must be deeply grieved
r:’; at the straits to which Queen’s
"rg‘: College is now reduced, partially
¢ 2

e

\:g?: through the mishap of th: Com-
(/’;33‘ \ mercial Bank, and moc» reeently

% through the smllnsss of the
luppenny-ha-penny government at Toronto. |
never do or say anything that I can help by
way of belittling my own country or extolling
that of my neighbors: but I cannot forbear con-
trasting, on this occasion, the generous poiicy
of the State of New York in voting well nigh «
million acres of the public domain to supple-
ment the endowment of a seat of learning nobly
made by one of its citizens, with the sordid and
mean-spirited action of the Ontario Legislature
in withholding aid from the Kingston Univer-
sity, also founded by privale cilizens, in this the
hour of its need. It is doubly unkind to cast it
adrift at a time when it has been, by a public
calamity, largely shora of its ordinary sources
of revenue. Two classes of influence bave baen
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at work to produce this unhappy mood in our
‘Toronto Parliament, aud it is an evidence that
our local politicians cannot, as a rule, lay claim
to the high attributes of statesmanship that they
have given way to these. Mercenury feelingsaand
prejudices have been called into play, and the
Toronto press have known well how to appeal
to these in their desire to draw all thegood things
of the country into that Maelstrom, their own
city—this, however, in the name of patriolism.
There is, surely, great room for suspicion, when
the Gronk and Leaper have been found singing
in chorus on this question. And what notes
have they been harping upon? The two bug-
b2ars with which they have sought to frighten
the people of Ontario out of their right to have
Colleges elsewhere than at Toronto, are faz-
ation and seclarianism. Both base cries. What
wise man would for & moment say that it was
more important for the inbabitants of the Pro-
vince to have a few more cents in their pockets
at the end of the year (for that is all the burden
that a2 moderate annual endowment of the Col-
leges asking aid would entail upon the entire
population, even supposing they were directly
taxed for sustaining them), than that the bene-
fits of a liberal education should be generally
diffused ? The cry of sectarianism is baser still,
for it is an appeal to prejudice as the other was
to niggardliness. Those who raized it know
better than to enter into the merits of the ques-
tion—they rightly supposed that they would
succeed better by pandering to prejudice: to
every argument in favour of decentralizing the
educational machinery of the Province the
answer still was sectarianism. Sorry I am to
have to write that penuriousness and prejudice
have carried the day, and the saddest spectacle
of all bas been to see the myrmidons of the
remote country press, who are without brains
and blow hot and cold according as the Globe
and ZLeader do, ecstatieally applauding the
policy which is designed to inflict injury upon
their several communities,—or in other words
cut their own throats,

Bat what is of moment now is not to enquire
hosw the College goti info its present straits, but
how it is to get out of them. One conceivable
way would be to appeal to the people of our
Church for a new endowment, or ask them to
raise aunnually $5,000 in lieu of the amount
Government has withdrawn. It is sufficient to
answer that this cannot be done. The people’s
willingness (if not their ability) is aleeady fully
taxed in sustainiag the Synod's schemes; and
besides, although in other circumstances about
thirty years ago our people did well to found
zbis institation, they could not reasonably be

expected 1o begin the work anew uader altered
circumstances, secing that, us a church, we can
get our young men educated for the ministry
now without it. For it must never be forgotten
that the argument for denominational colleges,
that they educate all comers withoul asking after
theer religious peculiurilies, is one which has
two edges, and our people, without regretling
their past generosity, might, if now appealed to
to maintain « literary college, say, why should
we be solicited to support an institution for the
benefit of other people, for which purpose sta-
tistics show it has existed largely in the past?

Another conceivable way of obtaining relief,
and perhaps the best of all, if it werc speedily
adopted, would be for some wealthy citizens of
Kingston or Eastern Ontario, which has been
largely benefited by Queen’s Gollege, to come
forward now and endow it lLandsomely, so
that that section of country should remain
assured of a University without being at the
merey of the sordid and democratic readers of
the Globe in the West, who are taught to put
an inordinate value on their bawbees, and to
esteem charity of judgment towards those who
think differently from them a crime.

But if this plan be not spe«dily adopteg, I see
nothing else for it than ‘‘ accept the situation.”
It has been a matter of legitimate pride to our
Charch in this Province, and a source, doubt-
less, of influence to her, that she has had =
University of hier own. But if this happy state

£ things must come 10 anend, why then il must.
Of one thing we may rest assured—the people
of Eastern Ontario will not submit to be robhed
of the privileges of higher education, and send
their sons to Toronto. If they cannot obtain
these privileges from 2 denominational institu-
tion, the government will have 15 provide one
for them, and then, perhaps, John Sandfield
wiil find that he has been penny wise and pound

Jfoolish, in having to support a College at King-

ston wholly out of the public purse, whereas
he has been asked to do this only ir par{. Let
the people of Eastern Ontario, as one man, rise
and demand that therc shall be a College at
Kingston, and then the Trustees of Queen's
College shall be in & position to make terms.
Let the Board of Trastees be appointed by Go-
verament instead of by our Church, the charter
being modified to that effect, and let the name
of Queen’s College be retained in order to per-
petuate the value of the four hundred degrees
she has conferced. Then we, as a Charch, shall
have left to us at least the satisfaction of baving
maintained a2 Tniversity for thirty years; and
as, for the future, we could cither dispose of
our College property at Kingston for a valua-
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tion to the Government, for the newly consti-
tuted Queen’s College, or obtain an annual
rental for it, the proceeds to be employed in
equipping and maintainivg a thorough Theolo-
rical Hall, with a staff’ of at least fowr profes-
sors; and thus the Church would gain male-
rially as much as she lost sentimentally. If this
plan were carvied out, it might probably be
safely assumed not only that our Church would
continue to be well represented at the Board,
but that our present staff of professors would
have an excellent chance of re-appointment, if,
indeed, it were not made a preliminary of all
negotiation that the latter should be retained.

The vast importance of the subject to our
Church, and specially to those whose happiest
days have been spent in connection with the
College, and whose literary honours have been
derived therefrom, has led me to wriwe at greater
length than I intended when I sat down; but
this will be excused in one who sympathizes
with the trials of his Alma Maler.

A GRADCATE OF QUEes's,

UNSETTLEMENT OF MINISTERS.
o the Edilor of the Presbylercan.

Str :—I desire to cali the attention of the
Ministers of the Church to a1 matter which in-
timately concerns them. Among the provisions
of Book I. of the Form of Church Polity, which
was considered at the last meeiing of Synod
and which has the force of an Interim Act, we
find the following (paragraph 17 under the
bead ¢ Presbytery ;"—sce Minutes of Synod
for 1868, page 48) :—

“In the gemeral oversight of the ministers,
sessions and congregations within its bounds,
should it in any way come to the knowledge of
the Presbytery that a state of things exists in
any congregation by which the usefulnessor com-
fortofthe minister is seriously impaired, or the
cdification or prosperity of thc congregation is
seriously hindered by causes which do mnot
subject any ‘of the parties concerned to the
ordinary process of discipline for offences, the
Presbytery, if it see fit, shall without delay in-
vestigate the matter, by acarefullysclected com-
mittee, or by a Presbyterial visitation, and use
suitable means to bring about a proper state of
matters. Should the Presbytery be satisfied
that the continuance of the minister in bis
present position is not likely to prove comfort-
able or uscful for himself nr beneficial to the
congregation, it shall record its solemn judg-
ment a8 to the necessity of his being removed
from that position, together with the grounds
on which it has formed such judgment. Pro-
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vided that, before this judgment is prorounced;
the minister and two representatives of tire
congregation shall be heard for their interests.

The Presbytery shall then transmit Extract
Minutes of the whole proceedings to the Synod,
together with all Gocuments necessary for the
understanding of the case, and shall crave from
that Court permission and authority to separate
the minister from the congregation on such
conditions as the Synod shall appoint. Until
the judgment of the Synod is given, the statuas
of the minister shall not in any way be affect.
ed by the action of the Presbytery.”

1 suppose this regulation has been made to
meet & case which has only very rarely occur
red, in which a minister remains in a charge
long after the great majority of the people have
become dissatisfied and after many, perhaps,
have withdrawn from the membership of the
Church, It may well be questioned, however,
whetherthe remedy proposed in the paragraph
quoted above may not tend to produce diseases
quite as fatal to the health of the Church as those
which it professes to cure. What is likely to
be, in some instances, the practical working
of it? Aun opportunity is given to a few dis-
satisfied men in a congregation to ¢ seriousiy
impair” both the * usefulness” and ‘¢ comfort?
of the minister by representing to the Presby-
tery that things are not going on very smooth-
ly and that aa investigation would be desirable-
Then follow all thefussand annoyance of a Pres-
byterial visitation, whereby any ill feeling that
may exist is aggravated by being publicly ex-
hibited. Oiftensive personal remarks are made
by the malcontents ; disagreeable retorts fol-
low from the minister and his friends; and,
even if the minister be sustained, his position
is made so uncomfortable that he is glad to get
rid of bis charge, though he may really not be
in fault atall. Should he be separated from the
congregation, then, though no moral stigma
may attach to bis character, he is looked upon
by people elsewhere as atroublesome imprac-
ticable man, who had better be avoided, and
his chances of a good settlement are very slen-
der.

Would this sort of thing be tolerated in the
Church of Scotland? 1Is not the status of our
ministers low enough tbat we must seek to
make it lower by suggesting to evil-minded
men how they may most easily get their mini-
ster into difficulty? Is there not enough
of radicalism in the atmosphere in which the
Church lives and moves without necedlessly
importing the radical element into the very
constitution of the Church? Is it not enough
that the people have the power in most in-
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stances of turaing their minister adrift by stop-
ping thesupplies? Must we necdsenable them to
do the same thingmore decently and more legal-
lyby permitting them to come to a Presbytery
andsay: ‘ We have no particular fanlt to find
with Mr.——; but we are not edified; we are
not prospering; we think a change would be
desirable 7" Perhaps the miaister's gre:mtest
fault is that he is getting old and does not
preach so vigorously as he once did; or per-
haps he is too plain-spoken, and some casy-go-
ing christians feel uncomfortable under his
faithful rebukes; or perhaps he has thwarted
the plans of those who are endeavouring to
rule in an illegal and high-handed manner.

Of course I am supposing an extreme case ;
but extreme cases in one direction are not more
uslikely thap extreme casesin another. While
it may be desirable to bave some means of re-
moving men who are plainly out of place, it is
surely quite as desivable to do nothing which
will render a winister's position more insecure
than it is at present. As things are, the length
of a minister's stay in ~ charge depends on his

i thisiaw in all its bearings.
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to make laws, the effect of which will be to
repel young men of position and character who
have too much respect for themaselves to place
themselves at the mercy of an ignorant, pre-
sumptlous, self-satisfied clique in any congrega-
tion ?

What [ desive is that ministers shouid consider
It may become of
practical concern to any one of us at any mo-
ment, [ have endeavoured to point out some
of its objectionable features. Itis questionable
policy to make general laws to meet rare and

© exireme cases—cases, t00, which are much less

popularity witn the mass of his people; if the

law now under discussion be introduced, he
will be in many cases at the mercy of a dis-
satisfied aud troublesome minority. One of the
beauties of voluutaryisim is that if the people
do not like their pastor tiey can starve him
but it does seem needless to suggest to them
how easily tbey may do so under cover of a
Jegsl enactwent.

1tis hard enough in present circumstances
to get a sufficient number of talented and edu-
cated men to fill our pulpiis; is it wise in us

: less to benefit him.

likely to occar under the present systerm of
settling ministers than they were some years
ago, wiien a different sort of bond was given.
Had the Presbytery or Synod the power of ap-
poinling as well as of displacing, as the Wes-
leyan Confereunce has,—if either of these Courts
could find a new charge for the man who is
separated trom his congregation and furnish
the means of supporting him iu it, the law un-
der discussion might work well caough; but
this is not the case. The Church Courts have
the power of injuring a minister by turning
him adrift on the world with a slur upon his re-
putation ; but they are comparatively power-
'This might not at present

. be a very great practical bardship ; but vacan-
. eles, we trast, will not always be so numerous

as they are just now.
Trusting that you will kindly give these ob -
servations an insertion in the January number,

T am, yours trulr,

A MiNISTER.

Articles Commumieated.,

DIGNITY OF LABOUR.

Before 2 meeting of the working classes, un
der the anspices of the Montreal Working Men's
Mutual Benefit Society, at the Mechanics™ Hall-
thic following admirable lecture on the ¥ Dignity
of Labour,” was delivered by the Rev. Dr, Jen-
king, on the 27th November :

A working man myself, [ come to my brethren
in work to remind them of tileir elevation in the
scale of society, and to encourage them to up-
hold the honour of their calling. T'he Creator
shed dignity upoa labour when he commanded
the father of the human race to cultivate the
soil, making bhim, even in his sinless state, de-
vendent upon bis work for daily bread.

** 3fau hath his daily work of body or mind
Appointed, which declares his dignity,
Aud the rogard of heaven on all his ways.”
So our great English poet in bis matchless epic
sang, putting the words into the mouth of
an’s ¥ general ancestor.”

I have callied myself & “ working-man,” for I
claim, on beialt of the learned professions, an
equal dignity, throngh work, with the ‘men
whose lot it is largely to make use of muscle,
though not to the utter exclusion of brain, in
providing for the material wants of life. The
men who think and plap, who read hard, who
are earnestly setting themselves to work out
great problems in nature, who evolve theories
and schemes, who invent mechanical processes
and chymical combinations, endure as much
bodily fatigue as does the man who, at the close
of a Iong hard day at brick-laying or mortar-
carrying, or blacksmithing, seeks, exhausted by
his toil, the refreshmeat of food at his humble
fireside, and rest for his weary limbs upon bis
Jowly bed. It costs me as many hours of hard
labour to make & sermon, worth the name, as it
costs any carpenter here to make & door, or any
cabinet-maker a chair. And if I sit down to
the more pretentious work of writing & book,
who will say that [ am not undertaking labour
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which would cost me as many days of toil, and
occasion me as much fatigue, in the long run,
as would be incurred by the ten or dozen me-
chanics who should undertake the construction
of a steam engine, alweys supposing that my
Yook would be worth read’~g! Indeed, while
mechanical inventions are rendering more and
more relicf to the brain of skilled artizans, and
are therefore contributing to lessen the exhaust-
ing result of manual labour, mnudern progress
affords little or no reliet to the student: he
must toil on as students toiled on a century ago.
For him no reyal road operns by which he may
quickly, and without carnest work reach tke
goal of success. Thus much, it is but fair to
say on behalf of us wholabour within the work-
shop of thought, whose manipulations are
of the brain, rather then of the muscle and
hands.

Yet there bas arisen a conventional and well
defined distinction between the mere manual la-
bourer and him whosc pursuits are intellectual
and literary. The word « labour " is now ap- |

.
\

plied to the muscular and manual energy which
men put forth in effecting ¢ wnges in physical
<ubstances and tleir conditions. or to quote
Dictionaries, labour® is hard muscular effort,
directed to some uscful end, as agriculture, ma~
nufactures, and the like. A chief result of the
changes which labour thus effects in material
substances, is the augmentation of the comforts
and pleasures of human life—the advancement
in a word, of civilization. Munual labour, on
these accounts, bas becume valuable, and is,
therefore, largely resorted to by mankind as a
souree of provision fur the nccessities of life.
To those who thus Iabour is generally confired
the bonourable distinction of “ workingmen.”
Tt were scarcely needfi] to prove to an audience
as this that work is the naiural and legitimate
calling of every man, A man being rich does
not exonerate him from the obligation to work.
Decrepitude, dizease and a disordered mind, are
the only conditions which could be accepted as
an excuse for the non-worker. Industry isa
law universally binding upon maunkind. Itisa
law whose obiigation has been achnowledged
in all ages, under all orders of government,
by men of 0ll religious beliefs . and by so
much as a people as advanced in civilization.
have they been carnest and bard-working in
magual toil.  The most civilized nations in the
world are the most indusirions. In countrics
where the climate and the soil make no larze
demand upon theinhablitants for manufactares of
clothing or for thehighest modesof agricuiture,
and where the men throw the chief burden of the
work upon the shoulders of women, themale popu-
lation become cfferrinate,puny and siuggish. they
loze, in a word, theirmanhoad. Even amongs!
ourselves, how soon a man, any man, who lics
about idle, putling forth no effort of cither mus-
cles or bmin, sinks down into a weak listless
fool. Take for example a young man born to
werlth, who, on the gronnd of this accident of
birth, gives himself no duty, sets himself to no
work cither of body or mind. He walksa little,
he drives more, he plays cards, he smokes, be
loafs ; not content with wasting his own time i
he wastes the time of others . ke reads the sen-

timentxl trash of the day; he talks nonsense
10 wemen, and not much else to men.  He isan

——— e W . e e e a = s

. ¥iclding it netther benefit nor ocnament.

- lecting them.
" flint or iimestone, they would not be of greater
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idler, a gad-about, a drone. Trace him yeas
afteryearashe advances in life,degeneracy is the
result, moral and physical, lower and lower
down does he sink in the scale of intelligent
teing, and, instead of reflecting honour upon
the human race, as he wonld do were he indus-
trious, bie disgraces humanity. The navry who

- works upon a railway embankment for a doliar

a day, is a king compared with such a man.
He is fulfilling the law of his nature ; and, by

. 0o wuch, while his labour benefits mazkind he

reflects dignity upon our common mantood.
Avoid idleness as you would tle devil. Periods
will arrive in the history of every working man
when work will be difficnlt to obtain.  The de-
mand for labour will be cut of proportion to the
available supply. In these times of trial sit not
down in sloth, Take means to improve your-

* selves in the particular handicraits which you
1 pursue, read upon the gencral subject of trade,
: of mechanics, of merchandise, of architecture,

of building, as the case may be; improve, by
practice, your hand-writing, vour faclity lor

. reckoning, your spelling, vour knowledge of
« keeping accounts. By your sclf-improvmeni yon

will make your labour more desirable, 1t will
become more valuable, you will have better
chance of employment, you will gain higher

. wages. and you will have taken an important
. step towards advancement in your calling,

Labour dignifies man. for it heeps both his
mind and his body vigorous and healthfnl. A
lazy man becomes fat, languid, stupid, coarse,
inanimate, sluggish, grovelling, sensual. Heis
a man of socteiy. sucking aliment from it, but
Reis
more despicable than the beasts who perish.
But ti.oour is the great source of wealin to
Yoth communities and individuals. Labour
indeed 15 wealth: not gold and silver and

. precious stones. The precious metals and gems
. are of value because of their rareness, and the

consequent iabour which is demanded for col-
If diamonds were 25 common as

value than thestones with which we macadamize
our roads. Asa mere metal, iron is of higher
alue than gold; it can be put to wider and

- more helpful purposes than either geld or silver:

but if gold were to be found in as great plenty
as iron, it would cease o be the valuable thing
it is. it is doubtful indeed whether it would be
worth as much as even iron.  You may gather

. this from the fact that the moment gold was

discovered in larger quantities than before, and
was obtained, therefore, without so great la-
bour. it dropped in valae. This is why you
procure so much less with a golden guinea to-
day, than you did fifty years ago. And be-
causre diamonds are more scatee than formerly,
and more time and laboor therefore are de-
manded o find them, they have increased ia
value.

Now, for the reason that labour is the great
source o1 wealth. 1t lends digmty to him who
engages in it. For wealth, after 2li, is that
which confers upon man potwer, atlnence, sta-
tion, ease, honour, and the opportunity of phil-
anthropic and benevolent action. Mea who
think moncy an evil in itself mistake the ap-
pointment of Providence that riches shall be
the reward of patient indastry.  The wise King
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of Isracl held out wealth a3 an inducement w0
earnest faithful work. ¢ The hand of the dili-
gent maketh rich; but he becometh poor that
dealeth with a slack hand.” The pursuit ot
wealth by means of labour isat once legitimate
and honourable. It is the love of mouney, not
money itself, that is the root of all evil. The
love of it for its own sake, the covetous, hosrd-
ing love, the miserly grabbing after it, the

purpose to amass at all hazards, by all means,
bonourable or dishonourable, just or fraudulent. .

It demeans o man even to press after it from
these motives; and when such 2 m.n acquires
what he has been thus urgent to get, Le becomes
yet more degraded, and riches prove his bane
and curse. But for a man to strive honourably
after success in life, is for him to fulfil & duty
impored upon all men by both Providence and

society. Every working man who, by hard !

and earnest toil, advances his condition in life,
and steps up from the ranks to the position of
a foreman or an employer, reflects dignity
upon human labour, and becomes an ornament
to society.
selves. Some of the wealthiest of our citizens,
when they first came to this country, worked
with their own hands at mechanical Iabour, or
entered the counting houses of our merchants
as bumble clerks.
tune, of position, of influence, and many of
them speak with becoming pride, and not less
with grateful emotion, of their success in life.
Such men are not wont to be ashamed of the
humble position from which their industry and
thrift have raised them to what they notw are.
1t is their sons and daughters who Llush to be
reminded of what is to them a more honourable
inheritance than even the wealth to which, by
the mere accident of birth, they have fallen. |
will add thatthere is no power, in this country
at least, which can keep down a truly energetic
and industrious working man. He must get on.
Care, self-control, temperance, and cconomy,
combined with ordinary ability and good health,
will win for their possessor advancement, and
ultimately competence. Let me further say to
the young working man—aim high ! Strive after
great skill in your calling, strict integrity to-
wards yourcmployer, a pure tone of conduct and
conversation in your iatercourse with rour
fellow-workmen, cleanliness, neatness, and
respectability in vour personal habits and
dress ; and if you make up your mind to marry,
which I hope Fou will, choose a neat, thrifty,
mtelligent young woman, who wiil be a helper
1o you in your cfforts to rise, and who wiil be
worthy of you when you shall have succeeded
i life.  There are many such young women to

be found, if you will but seek afier them , only -~

don't take a wife until you can maintain her

deceatly, and until, in addition, yoa find your- |

self able to lay aside a portion of sour carnings

as the basis of your future success~the nest -

egg which will draw others to it, and he the
means, at ieagth, of giving vou a full nest and
prosperous brood.

1 once knew 8 man who, in early life, was
apprenticed to a watchmaker. After his time
was out he succeeded in setting up in a small
village in the United States 2 litde shop, be-
hind the window of which he used to sit éay
after day, tinkering at the incormigible watches

We have such men amongst our-

Now they are men of for- |
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trinkets of the village maidens. He was, by
nature, a mechanic, and, from early youth, he
cultivated his iaste and skill, first by reading
and then by efforts at invention. Steam was
becoming known at that time as & powerful and
available agent in the working of stationary-
engines, aund the Stephensons (father anl)
s0n) were ¢ ommnanding attention, by the efforts
whicls they are putiing forih 1o make it avail-
able as an agent in locomotion, This man of
vhom I am speaking. devonred every book.
article, and paragraph that reached the United
States on the subisct, aud at length set him-
self to constrict 2 model locomotive engine.
He had then never scen one ; but he succeeded
in his purpose, and his engine was exhibited in
| Philadelphia, in some mechanical maseum,

working and pufiing on its miniature railway
track. e then formed the purpose of establish-
ing 2 shop for the manufacture of lucomotives
proper. In the meanwhile, successes in Eng-
land in railrond engineering led to the con-
struction ofa short road in New Jersey, and two
locomotive engines were ordered from the Ste-
phensons to ply over 1t. They were delivered
in the United States before the road was ready
and deposited, cased over with wood, at one of
the stations. He bad been preparing his pat-
terns aod moulds, and was nearly ready to be-
£in operations, whez he heard of the arrival of
these English engines.  Gaining access to the
depot, he crept with a lantern under the wheels
of one of them, and inspected with wonder and
delight the ponderous machiune, took notes and
sketches, aad hastened back to his workshop
to corrcct and pursue his designs. His first
engine was made, and, for those days, it wasa
complele success. Pcople predicted failure,
even after this first locomotive was at work;
but my friend, from whose lips this bistory
came, persevered. Feor twenty long years he
worked against wind and tide, against preju-
dices and i1l fortune ; but he felt a power with-
in bim to accomplish what be aimed at, and,
by-and-by, he surmounted every obstacle.
He became 2 successful manufactarer, employ-
ing often a thousand workmen; his engines
were knowa all over the United Stales, es-
pecinlly in the Middic and Southern Siates, and
he died the other day. full of age and henour,
leaving to his family three millions of dollars,
and, what was of greater value than money, a
blameless name. But this amouat that I bave
named docs not neariy indicate the extent ¢f
his successes, for, during his life, he mast have
i expended in philanthropic deeds from fiv2 to
cight hundred thousand dollars. He de-
served to succeed, and the history of sucha
man reflects dignity upon human lahour.

1 would that every working man here shounld
reflect upon the fact that by the lahour of hiz
hands he is not only serving himscif, and mak-
. ing honoumbic provision for his family, but
that he is also serving socicty, advancing trade
and commerce in cxaci proportion to his con-
sumption of the commoditics of life, and help-
‘ng forward the car of civilization in its pro-
, gress through the conntry and the world,
- Every yard of miilway that is constructed,
‘ cvery bar of iron that is rolled, every wheel of

1 of the village men, and repairing the uncostly
i
1

..

¢ carriage or locomotive that is cast or wrought,
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overy brick or stoue that is laid in the con-
struction of a visduct, every boiler that is
rivetted together, benefits and blesses mankind.
So also the construction of a steamship, the
building of a sailing vessel, the digging out and
levelling of & canal, the building of a college,
« manufactory, a church or store, adds so much
to the comfort, the happiness, and the pros-
perity of maukind; and cvery man whose

them, does his part, and an important one, to-
wards the desirable and hounourable consum-
mation.

There is much that everyworking man may do
t0 make his calling honourable and respected.
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omitted to cultivate self-respect; and such a
man will never be truly prosperous. There i3
a nobler and more dignified work than that
which is limited by time. Man's destiny is im-

. mortal ; to prepare for itis his highest duty. Be

! pursunit every man's calling is one.
hands or shoulders help on the completion of

working men in this most glorious labour. To
strive against wrong, to do ever what i3 right
demands watchful, earnest working. In this
Here are
nc distinctions—every masn is a moral Jabourer,
and moral self-culture, self-control, self-denial,
is his present and paramount work : ¢ What-
ever thy band findeth to do, do it, with th,

{ might.”

Orderly habits in his fawily, a respectful bear- -

ing towards his wife, a faithful vet kind man-
agement of his children, the cultivation of a
deferential conduct towards superiors, (which,
let me say, is perfectly compatible with inde-
pendence) an cconomy of personzl outlay, the
securing for his children a suitable cducation.a
revercntial observance of the day of rest, a de-
vout reading of the Holy Scriptures, will do
much towards that which we now commend.
If any working man feels manual labuar an in-
dignity, he may blame bimseif forit; he has

You think you have been lectured enough.
So do I! Time was when a lecture was thought
sufficiently amusing or instructive, or both, to
fill up a whole cveping. We live in an age of
progress. Now, in addition to the lecture, we
must have the bagpipes and other music; and
songs comic, and songs plaintive; verily, our
grandfathers would not know us were they to
visit us from their graves! But thus must it
be, I suppose : s0 the lecturer will make way
for the music and the song, giving vou his
benediction after the old fashion, * Gop Brkss
you AtL.”

Che Eharches and the
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ADDRESS ON CHRISTIAN MISS1I0NS TO INDIA,
WITH SPECIAL REFEVEN ‘b To THE EDUCATIONAL MISSIONS OF THE CHURCH OF S OTLAND.

BY NORMAN MACLEOD,
MINISTER OF THE BARONY CHURCH, GLASGOW,

NoDERATOR,

HEN I iust appeared before this
Venerable Assembly, they did
me tiie honour of unanimously
requesting me to visit our Mis-
siens i jodin. They aiso at
the same tine authorized we
to select a cuapanion, win
wouid, as =a fellow-deputy,
share ¥ labours and my re-
sponsibiiitics. After patient
thought and praverful mquury
as 1o what my duty, pubhic

and personal, was in the whoele circumstances
in which I was thus placed, I resolved to ac-
cept the eall given me. 1 was the more fimly
persaaded, the more 1 counsidered all which
that call involved, that a deputation was ve-
quired for tiic sake of our missions abroad and
¢i our Church ai home: and thal whalever

difficuities I wmight bave in consenting to un-
dertake its duties, I had much greater difficul-
ies in refusing to do so. 1 then sclected Dr.

Watson as my companion, with the hearts con-
sent of the whole Indin Mission Committee.
and after long deliberation ae saw it right to
accompany me. And so we were united ; aund
1 must say that no newly-marsied pair were
ever more happy or barmonious in their mar-
riage tour through the Highlands then we were
in ous mission journcy through Hindostan. Most
thankfal ame 1 for that union! and the Church
svould folly stmpatluse with me could ! ade-

guately convey may own sense of all Dr. Wat-
son has accomplished, so wisely and so success-
fully, to forward her bestinterests in indiz.
And now that we have returned to give some
account of the work done during our compara-
tivelr brief =bsence, it is difficult to say whe-
ther our hearts are most touched by the remem-
brance of the cheering farewells with which
friends and brethren of every Church and par-
15, both in Scotland and England, sent us forth
on our mission—by the welcomes we received
from as wide and varied a circie on our landing
in India, and their unceasing Kindness until we
Jeft 1is shores—or by the wonderful mercy of
God, which has spared our lives to nicet again
our bzppy families. not one member of them
missing. and our beloved congregationst who
have acted so nobly, and who. in the perform-
ance of thel: duties, * have alwars obered; but
now much more in our abscnce, —all such
mercies being finally crowned by the enthusins-
tic reception which has now been given us by
sou, sir, and this Venerable Assembdiy. For
all this we thank God. and take courage!

And ! assure veu, Moderat w, I feel that con-
siderable courage is required, not only in calm-
Ir contemplating the work that is yet before

. US 25 necessanly growing out of our mission,
. but even in beginning that work by addressing

you on the preseat occasion. For the ques-
tions 1 have to deal with are so many-sided, so
complicated and delicate, and I am so unable,
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in an address like the present, to speak with
the fulness and exhaustiveness which they de-
mand, or to adduco all the facts that bave led
me to those conclusious which alone can be
stated here, and that so briefly, that 1 am more
disposed to sum up ..y Keport on this occasion
by simply sayiug that we did all we could, if
not all we would ; and that if we did little,
even that little was nevertheless, in our own
opinion, worth living and dying for. Butlam
very far from being unwilling, rather do I con-

sider it a great privilege, to address you at .

some length, casting myself upon your kind
consideration wkhile giving an account of the
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those interested in other societies that we were
sent to report as carcfully on their operations
also. This may give rise, if it has not indeed
done so already, to a feeling ot disappointment
on the part of other societies, or even to asense
of injustice as baving been done them, when

» their missious were not visited by your Depu-

tation. On the other hand, it is eyually ttue
that, in order to form any well-founded judg-
ment regarding tho:¢ of our vwn Church, it was
absolutely necessary, as far as our time and op-
portunitics permitted to examine, as instructed,
into ** the various methods which have been or

" may be adopted for the conversion of the hea-

work imposed upon us by yourselves, and beg- .

ging of you to measure it, not by your wishes
and -expectations in regard 1o i1, but by our
honest intentions and sincere endeaxvours tu
perform it aright,

In the Appendix to the Report of the India |

Mission Committee which bus been drawn up
and read this day by my friend Dr. Craik, who
has, with his usual kindness and well-known
ability, discharged the duties of Convener dur-
ing my abzence, you will find recorded at length
, the official instructions given us as a Depuia-
tion. These instructions, as will be observed,
described a large field for our observation, oun
the details of which I cannot at present enter,
though these will nccessarily be consiasred by
the Commiittee, and be formally reported upon
to the ensuing General Assembly. [ will; how-
ever, before I conclude, touch maore or less fully

on the more important of the topics to which, -

according to these instructions, our attention
was directed. Whatever dangers or defects may
arise from thus giving what may appear to be
a basty opinion or premature decision upon
them, yet, perhaps, those impressions first made
by a series of factsand observations, which will
soon, to a large extent in their details, pass

a5 those which are afterwards balunced and

corrected by information derived from bouks or |

reports, with their contlicting statements. But to
procecd :—

ROUTR OF THE DEPUTATION.

Qur route may be briefly indicated. We land-
¢d at Bombay on the 23d of Novemher; visit-
cd Poongh and the American 3Missions at Col-

gaum in the Ahmodnugger district :saiied frem -

Bombay to Calicut, and thence proceeded by
railway to Madras. Frem Madras we visited

10 Calcutta. From Caleutta we journeyed to
Delbi, visiting en roufe Grah (by Dr. Waison),
Patna, Benares, Allahabad, Cawnpore, Luck-
now; and Agra. Dr. Watson went to Meerut,
and thence to Sealkote in the Muniab, returning
to Bombay through Central India, while I re-
tarned to Calcaitr, leaving for home on the
23d of February, calling at Cevlon, and remain-
ing there for two days.

ISFORRATION TG BE ORTAINED REGARDING Mi1S-

SIONS.

One great object of onr mission was to obfain
mformation. This, no doubt, had special refer-
ence to our own Missions enly. Though it scems
almost unnecessary to notice this limitation to
our work, yet I desire 10 do so. inssmuch as it
scemg, very naturaliy, to have been assnmed by

- weemm—. -

then.” s

In order to save time, I corresponded before
leaving home with persons in this country who
were either well intormed themselves, or ear-
nestly interested in India and  its Christian
missions, receiving from them either questions
concerning or statements of those difficulties
and objections which most demanded a reply,
or of these features of missionary work to
which our attention should be specially direct-
ed. From the generai topics for investigation
suggested in our instructions, and from those
more private communications so kindly afiord-
ed us, we then arranged, while on the voyage,
a series of queries embracing the peoinis on
which information was nceded. We thus
knew, at least, very clearly beforehand what it
wis we wished to know.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION.

The sources wheace we derived the informa-
tion thus sought for incinded missionaries and
chaplains of every denowmination ; Christian na-
tives, whether ordained to the ministry or not;
European laymen, who, whatever their opinions
regarding missions and missionaries, bad yet
the intelligence and oppertunities for forming

. ¥S . an opinion on both ; and cultivated natives, ai-
from memory, are often as correct in the main -

ihough not Christian in their beliefl or at least
in their profession of belief.  With all such re-
presentatives of opinion we had as much {riend-
Iy intercourse as was possible for us during so
brief a visit.

And here I cannot deny myself the pleasure
of expressing along with my colleague, Dr. Wat-
som, the feelings of gratitude and affection with
witich we look back to the hearty reception we
met with from all those parties, and with which
we recall their sympathy with our work ; their
readiness to tell us all they knew, without any

Bonjeveram, Vellore, and Bangalore, and sailed | T65¢T¥¢: and their desire in cvery possible way
: i aod at any amount of personal inconvenience,

to further the objects of our mission ; feeling as

i they did that it was undertaizen. not for any

sclfish or sectarisan purpose, but with a sincere
intention to benefit India. 1 dare not trust my-
self tomeniion specially the names of any indi-
vidual where all were friends. although from
their position some were able to aid us more
than others. As to Churches, all differences
vanished in o far as we were concerned.  We
were welcomed ag friends and drethren by the
Secretarics or leading men and Missionaries of
the Church of England, Free Church, Baptist,
London Mission, American Missions, &c.: and
by nong more than by the venemable Bishops of
the Church of England in Madrasand Calcuita.
1 do not mention our own Chaplains and Mis-
sionarics or Corresponding Boarde, as we hada
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right to rely on their kindness, and were not
disappointed in doing so. We remember, too,
the impression made upon us by our brethren
the native pastors and native Christians, and
he slhees who must not be forgotten—native
gertlemen, who, though not as yet professing

hiristians, acted towards us with a kindness
and courtesy which would greatly improve
many who are so. Whatever differences may
exist in India, as they do elsewhere, among the
conductors of the press, let me add that we re-
ceived from them also most generous treat-
ment.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF KINDNESS RECEIVED IN
IND1A,

Though intending to speak at present only of
the sources of our information regarding Mis-
sions, 1 must be pardoned if I go out of my way
a little in also publiciy ackunowledging the re-
markable kindness and the bounteous hospita-
lities extended tous by our friends abroad. The
Apostle Paunl, in an imperishable record, says of
Publius the governor of Malta, that he * receiv-
¢d us, and jodged us three days courtcously ;”
and the Apostle John, ina very brief epistle, says
to Gaius, ¢ Beloved, thou doest faithfully what-
soever thou deest to the brethren and 1o stran-
gers, which have borne wiiness of thy charity
before the Church, whom if thou bringest for-
ward on their journey after & godly sort, thou
shalt do well.”™  In the same spirit we now ex-
press our thanks to the Governors, to whom as
¥our deputies we were recommended by the
Home Governmeni. fur their kindness, and for
the access they gave us 10 all the information
which could b+ afford=d by the several depart-
ments in their public offices. Above all, we
record. with decpest gratitude, ali we received
from the noble-minded Viceroy, who did all
that man could do for us—more like a friend
and brother than a high official merely. Of him
it might indeed b2 said, that “he honoured us
with many honours, and when we departed load-
¢d us with such things as were necessary ;” and
most heartily was be scconded by such men as
Sir Richard Temple and Sir Witliam Muir, who,
among all the civilians in India, could do, and
did, most to aid us. 1 must not howerver, at-
lempt 1o express what we owe to those whom
we have left’behind us.  But common justice,
a0t i speak of gratitude, demands some ac-
xnowledgment from us personaliy, and also as
vour deputies. '

. I we have not, therefore, obtained accurate
information, in so far as that could be commu-
nicated 10 usin India from those best acquaint-
¢d with the country, the blame or defect rests
with ourselves, and with ourselves, only. But,
in addition to such sources of information, vou
mmust take also into account all we saiz in the
several ~chools and native congregations which
we visited, and al! we learned then and since
from the many reports, pamphlets, ard other
tlocumcnts which we collected, the facts or
Jjudgments of which we were able to some ex-
tent 1o test on the spot, as well as since leaving
India, by what we ourselves had learned from
other sources. \When all this is considered,
Fou will not be disposed, I trust, to measure the
probability of our information or impressions
being on the whole correct by the time merely
which we spent in India. It is true that omr

kind friends of the Corresponding Board at Cal-
cutta, who first invited me to visit India, men-
tioned, when doing so, a period of not less than
one year gs being necessary for such a mission.
But, not to speak of circumstances which ren-
dered it impossible for us to do so, it appears to
us that devoting a year, or cven several years.
to inquiry, would not bave added materially to
our present knowledge, although it would con-
firm its aceuracy. Our induction would have
beea based on a greater number of facts, buton
the same kind of facts, and leading in the end
to the same conclusions. A long voyage across
the ocean does not necessarily increase the
knowledge of the ocean itself as acquired by a
shorter one : nor do we know so much even of
its depth or general temperature when experi-
menting for vears over one cf its banks only, as
if during a few weeks we measure the depth
and temperature of several. We bad in ourin-
vestigations advantages similar to those pos-
sessed by a Government commission, which
cites seiect witnesses and visits select districts,
and the value of whose conclusions is not tobe
estimated by time merely, or balanced against
those arrived at by “ the oldest inhabitant” of
any one village.

MISSIONARIES AND CIVILIANS AS SOUKCES OF IN-

FORMATION ON MISSIONS.

Now I wish here to remark, as what must be
taken into account both in this country and
India when seeking to acquire accurate infor-
mation on the Mission question, that mission-
aries, as distinet from English civilians, are as
a body to be most relied upon. They are, in-
deed, the only persons who really know mis-
sionary operations, witl: all their difficulties,
failures, and snccesses. 1 assume that both
parties, lay and clerical, are equally honest and
truthful, and that if a disposition exists on the
part of some on the onc side to exaggerate suc-
cesses, this is fairly balanced by a disposition
ou the part of some on the other side to exag-
gerate failures. Nor do I forget those distin-
guished laymen of India who have been and
are the stonchest friends and supporters of mis-
siong, some of whom have spoken and written
so ably mn their defence, and so cfficiently help-
¢d their advancement by personal labours and
sacrifices.  Bat;, remembering all this, it docs
not follow that honourable gentlemen, though
long resident in India. are by any means such
competent witnesses on the Mission question as
they are generaliy assumed to be. The civil-
ian’s datics are possibly in a district where
there are no missionaries, and he may never
therefore, have seen any at work all his life ;
or, if a mission cxists, it may be very weak
and incflicient, and in these or other repects ex-
ccptional ; or, should it be of a very dif-
ferent character, he may never have taken the
trouble to investigate its merits or even to be-
come personally acquainted with its agents.
Sach ignorance, where knowledge wes pos-
sible, may not arise, though I fear it sometimes
docs, from indifference to the spread of Chris-
tianity because of indifference to Christianity
itself, nor from objections to the doctrines or
creeds of the missionaries, but may be often ac-
counted for by more commonplace causes. The
civilian may be too much influenced by the
sensitiveness and reserve of officislism, which
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carefully avoids interfering with any other
man's work, more especially when, as in this
case, his doing so might seem to involve Gov-
eroment servants in the respoasibility of giv-
ing countenance to what is called ¢ prosely-
tising ;" or he may be influenced by the caste
feelings of personal or official aristocracy, and
consequent unwillingness to come into familiar
coatact with those who, /rom their social po-
sition, manaoers, habits of thought, or ccelesias-
tical status, are not congenial to him. Where-
ever separation exists on any such grounds, it
is & 103s to some extent to both partics, for each
might learnsomething from theother, and, with-
oat any compromise of duties, co-operate in the
civilization of the country. But so long as
things are so, one cannot wonder that gentle-

mea, well informed on other subjects, and
above suspicion as to character, may, neverthe-
less, live in India, and in districts, too, where :

excclleat wissionaries have long laboured with
great success, and yet be as ignorant of their

!

work as gentlemen in all our cities are of the .
same kind of work in their immediate neigh- : . :
* home in missions.

bourhood at hiome. 1 wwould therefore respect-

fally caution thnse who are in doubt regarding °
Iadia Missions not to accept as decisive of
the question the verdict pronounced against '

them by one * who has been long in Indiy,” on
ite assumption that it must necessarily be

'

grounded on trustworthy and unprejudiced : ) ]
: sults T shall now endeavour to give you. I

evidence. The “old lndian” may, on this topic,
be as profoundly ignorant as the old Hindoo.
And ungquestionably he is so, if he gives the

impression at this time of day that missionaries .
a3 2 body, are cither themselves deceived or -

deceive others. 1 have been informed, kow-

ever, that missionaries find mu~h more sym- .

patky from the older than from the vounger
civilians. Oa the other hand, 1 am willing to
admit that while missionary reports, daring
th-se later years ezpecially, are as a whole trust-
worthy, and most of them thoroughly honest
and scrupulously accurate, others have mani-
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the leading bodies working in Britisii India, re-
ported fucls regarding their several missions.
Such meetings had never been held before
They crowded the largest hails in those cities,
and were attended by leading civilians and
the highest European officers: including, at
Madras, the Governor; at Calcutta, the Vice-
roy ; and at both, representatives of the native
and European dress, with a large number of
the most educated native gentlemen, Hindoo
as well as Christian. 1 have never seen as yet
any contradiction of the facts thus publicly
stated, which, if erroncous, could easily have
been disproved; butl then heard the expres-
sionis of hearty applause with which they were
received. [t :must also be kept in view, that
not only are reports of the several inissions,
but reports of large conferences of missionaries,
published in India, challenging, on the battle-
field, discussion by the enemy. The fact, even
of many thousands 8f pounds—more, probably,
than is subscribed in all Scotland—being
given every year in India by European resi-
deats, should confirm the coanfidence of all at

I have thus stated, what for many reasons ]
think is demanded, but at a length and with a
fuloess which many perhaps may think un-
necessary and uncalled for, those sources from
which we sought and obtained such informa-
tion as we possess, and which in its general re-

know that I address an audience in which are

t several gentlemen, Loth lay and clerical, who

have lived in India, some of whom 1 had the
bappiness of meecting there but a few weeks
ago, and all of whom are mare or less intimate-
Iy acquainted with the whole of this difficult
and complicated question. I thus feel my in-
ability to state what to them i< new, bat, as far

- as I know, 1 shall state nothing which, accord-

fested a tendency to conceal the darker side, -

and to colour and exaggerate trivial successes.
For all this I believe that committees and di-
rectors at home may be to blame more than
the missionaries abroad, but, most of all, the sin
cere, though not the truest friends of missions
in our several Churches, from their inordinate
craving for stimulating and exciting narratives.
This manifests forgetfulness of God, who cun
bless the troth alone; aud also an unworthy

fear lest, if the whole truth were told, it might °

¢ discourage the friends of the good cause !
1 will undertake to affirm that there are no
men who will b more thankful than the mis-

sionaries abroad to have every barrier. however

plavsible, removed, which prevents them from

telling the Christian Church at home < the

truth, the whole truth, sod nothing but the
troth.”

of informing Europeans abroad as well as at
home, and of giving an opportunity for chal-
lenging statements made on the spot instead of
doing so in somec nook at home, where the
challenge conld not be accepted, that mectings
were held both at Madras and Calcutta, pre-
sided over by the respective bishops of those
dioceses, at which missionaries respreseating it

ing even to their obsurvation and experience, is
untruc.

WHAT HAVE MISSION3 ACCUMPLISHED.

What, then, it may be asked, bave missions
dune generally for Indian? What measure of
success have they had, or are they likely to
have? Or zuch questions may be summed up
in the more general and inclusive one:  What
15 the state and what are the prospects of
Christianity ia India ?

In attempting, in the most general manner,
to dval with questions which demand volumes
instead of a speech, however long, to reply to
them, I shall assume for the moment I am ad-
dressing here, or through the reporters, those
only who have not thought or inquired much
on the sabject.

I am sorry to be compelled. accordingly. to
adduce more preliminary matter, but 1 caunot
help doing so in order to give just impressions
of what missions have done and are likely to

It was chiefly, therefore, for the very purpose - do.

DIFFICTLTIES.

Recollect that we are speaking of a country
of cnormouas cxtent, with a popalation of at
teast 180,000,000, the Bengal Presidency alone
numbering more than the whole empire of
Austrin—that this great countr) is occupied by
various races from the most savage to the most
cultivated, having various religious beliefs, and
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speaking languages which differ from each
other as much as Gaelic does from Italian,
most of them broken ap by dialects so numerous
s practically to formprobably twenty separate
lunguages. Remember that the vast majority
of this people have inherited a religion and a
divilization, of which I shall have to speuk
afterwards, from a vast antiquity. Recollect,
farther, that the attempt to impart the trath
and life of Christiauity to this great mass has
been systematically begun by the Protestunt

i
|
1
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millions without « single missionary! Without
presuming to soive the problem when that
blessed period is to arrive in which, having no
more to do at home, we may be sct free to do
more for India, 1 wish you at present to under-
stand what is being done by us, along with other

© countries, for tie diffusion of Christianity in

Church in British India within the munory of |

living men; so that the age of our Scottish
missions is represented by Dr. Duff, who com-
menced them, and still lives to aild them in
connection with the Free Church.
you can, the difficulties which the missionaries
engaged in such a tremendous enterprise have

103!3:(‘, i

had to overcome in the ignorance and indiffer- |

ence, even the opposition, of professing Chris-
tians at home, and of timid European officials

abroad ; their want, for a time, of the very .

tools and iustruments with which to conduct

. sionalism,

their operations; their ignorance of the lan- .
guage, of the religious systems, of the mental |

habits and national idiesynerasies of the

people ; their wunt of a Bible which could be |
t thinking natives with a sense of the truth and

used, and of an educated people who could

read it, and of any Christian natives able and
willing to interpret it to their countrymen.
Remember, finally, the agencies which areat '
. from every quarter, fully realised our hopes
. that they were worthy of the Churches whick

present labouring in India before asking the
question as to results.  There are in India, say,
in round numbers, five hundred European and
American missionaries.  You will notice that
the members of this General Assembly, with

those of the Assembly of the Free Church

meeting in our immediate neighbourhood, rum-

ber more than the whole mission staff in British -

Indis. Yet these Assemblies represent two
churches only in all Scotland ; while all Scot-
land’s inhabitants would hardly be missed out
of one district of Bengal alone! Or, let us
put the proportion of missionaries to the popu-
lztion in another way: There are in England
and Scotland about 36,700 ordained Protestant
ciergy of every denomination, supported at a
cost of several millionsannually. These clergy
have, morcover, connected with them a vast
agency, amounting to hundreds of thousards
of Sunday-school teachers, local missionaries,
Scripture-readers, elders, and deacons, teach-
ers of Christian schools, and pions members of
cburches, who are engaged in diffusiog a know-
ledge of Christianity, and in dispensing its
practical blessings in ways and forms innumer-
able. Now, supposc all this great agency
taken across the ocean and placed in the Presi-
dency of Bengal alone, leaving all the rest of
India as it is, giving not one missionary to the

the Eastern, as compared with this, the North-
ern, portion of our greal empire. Nuw, assum-
ing us I do that the misstonaries abroad are
equal to our missionaries—or, what is the
same thing, ourministers at home—ryet, deduct-
ing from their small band of five hundred men
thuse who are advanced in years, and whose
day is well nigh done—those who are youny
and inexperienced, and whose day is hardly
begun—those who have not the gifts, or the
knowledge, or the mental bhabits, or the
spiritual power whichis required for thoroughiy

: efivetive vork—and deducting also, as [ pre-

sume we must do, a few who are unfit from
other causes, such as sloth or mere profes-
then we necessarily reduce the
number of such men as are able to cope with
the gigantic evils and errors of India—mern
able by the power of their teaching und of
their character to impress the observant and

glory of Christianity. In regard, however, to
the moral character of all those missionaries,
I rejoice to say that our informstion, derived

had sent them forth.  Hindoos and Christians.
natives and Europeans of every rank and class.
were unanimous in their hearty testimony upon
his poist, and fully appreciated the unselfish-
ness of their motives, the sincerity of their con-
victions, their intimate knowledge of and in-
terest in the natives, and the wholesomeness
of their influence upon the whole body of
Indian society. Awong these missionaries, too,
there are some cverywhere who, as regards
mental porwer, learning, and esrnestness, wouid

. do henour to any Chaurch, and who have largely

contributed to advaunce the interesis of sociul
science, Orieutal literature and history, as well

. as of Christianity, and who have » right to

deepest respect, sympathy, avd gratitude, from
all who have at heart the conversion of India.
It is gratifying and assuring to know, also,
that the number of missionaries and of their
stations is steadily on the increase, while con-
versions increase in & still greater ratio.

I have no!, of course, spoken hiere of the

. 1abours or influence of chaplains with reference

. to missious.

Presidency of Madras with a population of -

twenty-two millions: none to Bombay or

Scindh with twelve millions; none to the
North-West Provinces with thirty millions:
none to the Punjab with fourteen millions:
none to Qudh with eight millions; none to
the Central Provinces with six millions ; none
to other districts with fice millions—bnt giv-
ing all to Bengal, and confining their minis-
trations there to a popuiation equal to that
which they left behind in all England and
Scotland, there would still remain in that
Presidency a surplus population of fourteen

In numerous instances these have
been very cffective, but they might be greater
in many more. Nor have T alluded to the
Euglish Bishops, who, s a rule, have been, as
gentlemen of learning and highest character,
an honour to the Church aud to Christianity.

DIFFICULTIES OF THRE NATIVES.

Rut we have been taking into our calcuia-
tion the difficulties only on our own side, so to

© speak, in the way of imparting knowledge to

the natives of India. Ought we not also to

© consider the difficnltics of the other side in re-

ceiving our message? Of these, as peculiar
to Hindooag, I shall have occasion to speak
afterwards; but here T wonld have you remem-
ber that, in addition to the difficultics common
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10 inert, slothful, prejudiced, und self-satisfied
people in every part of the world,—in Christen-
dom as well as heathendom,—to change any
opinion, however erroneous or indefensible, or
any habit, however foolish or absurd, the natives
of Indin generally, among other hindrances,
have presented to them for their acceptance a
religion wholly different in Jend from all they
or their fathers ever heard of or believed in.
It therefore demands time, intelligence, and
patience to examine and understand it even
when preached to them. It is areligion, more-
over, which they bhave never seen adequately
cmbodied or expressed in its social aspects,
whetber of the Church or the family, but ouly
as a creed ; and this. too, of a strange peoble,
whom, as a rule, they dislike, as being alien to
them in langnage, in race, in feelings, and
manners, and who have conquered and revolu-
tionised their country by acts, as they think, of
cruelty, injustice and avarice.

But let us suppose that the intelligent and :

ed.cated Hindoo bas been cocvinced by Eag-

iish education of the falschood of his own re- ;
I beg of you to realise and to sympa-

liglon.
thise with his difficulties of another kind, when
Christianity, as the only true religion, is pre-
sented to him for his acceptance. He has
brought his Brahminical creed and practices,
we shall assume, under the light of reason,
conscience, and science, for their judgment,
auzd he has bad pronounced upon them the
svatence of coudemnation. He has discovered
that he has bitherto believed a le, and been the
slave of a degrading or chiidish superstition.
But must he not subject this mew religion of
Christianity, with its sacrcd books. to the
same crntiny, and judge of them by the same
light?  Unquestionably he must: and so far a
great point is gained, and one most hopeful to
thie accomplishicd and carnest missionary, when

his teaching is exawmined honeszily and sincerely .

in the light of trath, instead of being judged
Ly the mere authority of custom or tradition.
But suvh an investigaiion necessarily huplies a
irial of the sevirest and yet of the nobiest
kind, bothito the inquirer and his teacher.  Aud
w= need not be surprised if the first and most
general, indeed I might say, the universal, re-
sult of this scrutiny on thie part of the Hiundoo,
should be the impression that Christianity, asat
religion whose characteristic and cssential
doctrines are alleged facts, is but another form
of superstition, with false miracics, faise science.
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o harsh, distorted, one-sided, or exaggerated
light, proclaimed with little love, and defended
with less logic—we shall be the more prepared
to weigh the results of Christian missious with
sote approximation to the truth.

MISSION STATISTICS.

Tu so far as the results of missions in India
can be given by mere statistics, these have been
collected with remarkable care, and published
in 1864 by Dr. Mullins, himself an able and dis-
tinguished missionary. From these we gather
that there are in round numbers about 140,000
natives in Hindostan professing Christianity ;
28,000 in communion ; with upwards of 800
native churches, which contribute £10,000 an-
nually for the support of the Gospel. About
100 natives have been ordained to the ministry,
while 1300 labour as catechists, Upwards of
33,000 boys and 8000 girls receive a Christian
educetion at mission schools. As a means as
well as a result of mission work, I may state
that the whole Bible has been translated into
fourteen of the languages of India, including
all the vrincipal tongues of ihe empire; the
New Testament into five more; and twenty
separate books of the Old and New Testament
into seven wmore. These mission agencies are
scattered over all 1ndia, and shine as sources of
inteliectual, moral, and Christian light zmidst
the surrounding darkuess of heathenism.  Now,
surely some good and lustiug work has been
thus doune, and sced sown by these meaas,
which may yet spring up in the hearts of mes.

But 1 will by no means peril the results of
jmirsions on awy merc statistics.  Not that 1
have any doubit as to the care and honesty with
which these have been furnished or collected
but beeause of the impossibility of obtaining
by this methed a just impression of what has
Leen actually accompiished by Christian mis-
sions.  To soine they would seem 1o prove to¢
much. unless the races, the distriets, the beliefs
ont of which the conversions have come are
taken into account, along with the intelligerce
and character of the coaverts. To most “they

* might prove less than they are capable of prov

and false cverything. which professes to belong :

to_ the region of the supernatural.  These
i . . N 21
diiflicultics are moreover increased ani intensi-

fiecd by those schools of thought which at:

present, and as a reactiou from the past, exer-
cise such an infilucnee in Europe and Awmerica.

Their views and opinions are in every possible :

form reproduced in India, and take toot the
more readily, owing to the remarkableinability
of the Hindoo mind, whatever be its cause, to
weigh historical evidence, and to appreciate the
®alue of facts in their bearing on the grounds
of religions belief,

If 10 this is added the manner in which
Christi:mity, even as a creed, hes sometimes,
we fear, by truly Christian men, been represent-
€d, or rather misrepresented—with its doc-
trines, if not falsely put, ret sometimes put in

ing, as they afford no evidence of the indirect
results of missions, or of what is being more
and more effected by them on the whole tone
and spirit of Hindoou society, as preparafory to
deeper and more extensive ultimate results.
Nevertheless, the more the real value of the
work which has been accomplished is jndged
of by the individual history of those returned as
converts, mating every deduction which can
with fairness be demanded for want of know-
ledge, want of morai strength, or want of in-
fluence. there yet remains such a namber of
native converts of intelligence and thorough
sincerity, such a number of native Christian
clergy of acquiremen's, mental power, and
elogquence, and of strength of convictions and
practical piety, as commands the respect of
even cducated and high-caste Hindoos. Such
facts disprove, at least, the bold assertions of
those who allege that missions have done noth-
ing in India. Onec fact, most creditable to
native Christinus, ought not to be forgotten by
us—that of the two thousand involved in the
troubles of the Mutiny, ali proved loyal, six
only apostaiised, and even they afterwards
reiurned,
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GENERAL RESULTS.

But in estimating the present condition of
India with reference to the probable overthrow
of its false religions, and the substitution for
them of a living Christianity, we must look at
Tudia as a whele. Now, weare all aware of the
vast changes which have taken place during a
comparatively recent period in most of those
customs, which, though strictly religious ac-
cording to the views of the Brabmins, are now
prohibited by law, and have passed, or are
rapidly passing, away in practice—sach as
Suttee, infanticide, the self-tortures and deaths
of fanatics at great idol-festivaly, &c. We
know, too, of other reforms which must be in
the end successiul, such as those affecting the
marriage of widows, polygamy, the education
of females, &c. Such fucts indicate great
changes in public opinion, and that the tide of
thought has turned, and is slowly but surely
rising, soon to flcat off or immerse all the idols
of India, In truth, the whole intelligent and
informed mind of India, native and European,
is convinced, and multitudes within a wider
circle more than suspect, that, ccme what may
in its place, idolalry is doomed, The poor and
ignorant millions will be the last 10 perceire
any such revolution. They will continue to
visit and bathe in their old muddy stream, as
their ancestors have done during vast ages,
wondering at first why those whom they bave
been taught to follow as their religions guides
bave left its banks, and drink no more of its
waters, wondering most of all when at last they
discover these waters to be dried up. Others
of a bigher intelligence may endeavour for o
while to purify them, or to give a symbolic and
spiritual meaning to the very mud and filth
which cannot be separated from them, Men of
greater learning and finer spiritual mould will
seek to driuk from those purer fountains that
bubble up in the distant heights of their own
Vedas, at the water-shed of so many holy
streams, and ere these have become contaminat-
ed with the more earthy mixtures of the lower
valleys. But all are doomed. For neither the
filthy and symbolic stream of the Paranas, nor
the purer fountain of the Vedas alome, can
satisfy the thirst of the heart of man, more
especially when it bas once tasted the waters
of life as brought to us by Jesus Christ: or, to
change the simile, although the transition be-
tween the old and new may be a wide expanse
of desert filled up with strange mirages, fan-
tastic forms, and barren wastes, yet whether
this generation or another may reach the Lani
of Promise flowing with milk and honer, the
people must now leave Egypt with jts idols,
and in spite of murmurings, regrets, and rebel-
lions, can return to it no more.

EFPECTS OF RUROPEAN INFLURNCES.

When I thus speak of the destruction of
Hindooism, Iam far from attributing this re-
sult solely to the efforts of missionaries, though
these have not only taken a most worthy share
in the work of destruction, but have also la-
boured at the more difficult and more important
work of construction. The whole varied and
combined forces of Western civilisation must
be taken into acconnt. The indumitable power
of England, with the extension of its govern-
went and the jusiice of its administration, has,
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in spite of every drawback that can be charge+
against it largely contributed to this result.
Svu also, in their own way, have railroads and
telegraphs, helping to unite even outward’y the
people anl the seveirdd parts of India to each
other, and all to Buvope. The light which has
been shed by the Oriental scholars of Europe
apon the sacred books and ancient literature ot
the Hindoos, has been an incalculable advan-
tage to the missionary, and to all who wish to
understand and to instruct the people of India.
Nothing has so direcily and rapidly told upen
their intellectual and moral history as the eda-
cation which they owe solely to European wis-
dom and energy. The wave line which marks
its flow, marks also the ebb of idolatry. Thiz
influence will be more casily appreciated when
it is remembered that 3,084,000 Hindoos and
about 99,000 Muhammedans attend Governmen:
schools, and upwards of 40,000 of these atten:i
schools which educate up to a University en-
trance standard, in which English is a branch
of examination. These schoolshave been foun-
fault with because they do not directly teach
religion. It has been said thst they practically
make all their pupils mere Deistz. But apa:t
from tbe difficulties which attend any attempt
on the part of Government to do more, even
were it to assume the grave resnonsibility of
deiermining what system of theology should be
taught, and of selecting the men to teach it,
yet surely Deism isa great advance on Hindooism
If 2 man occupies a position half-way between
the valley and the mountain-top, that alon:
cannot determine whether he is ascending or
descending. We must know the point from
which he has started on his journey. Thus
departing from the low level of the Puranas,
it scems to me that the Hindoo pupil who uas
reached the Theism of even the Vedas only,
has ascended towards the purer and far-secing
heights of Christian revelation. Anyhow, the
fact is certain, whatever be the ultimate results,
that education itself, which opens up a new
world to the native eye, has destroyed his old
worid as a system of religious belief,

I know few things, indeed, which sirike one
more who for the first time comes into contact
with an edacated native, than hearing him con~
verse in the purest English on subjects and in
a wnanner which are associated, not with
Oriental dress and features, but with ail that
is cultivated and refined at home. You feel at
once that here at least is a way opened up for
communication by the mighty power of a com-
moen language, and of a mind so trained and
taught as to be able thoroughly to comprehenii
ana discuss all we wish to teach or explain.
The traveller sometimes accidentally meets
with other evidences of the silent but effective
influences of English education. I remember,
for example, visiting with my friend a heatben
temple in Southern India. 1t was a great
day, on which festive crowds bad assembled to
do honour to a famous Guru. There were
some thowsands within and without the temple.
While secking to obtain an entrance, we were
surrounded by an eager and inquisitive crowd,
but civil and courteous, as we cever found the
natives to be. Soon we were addressed in
good English by a native, and then by about &
dozen more who were taking part in the cere-
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-monies of tie place. After some conversation,
1 asked them, the crowd beyond this inner
circle listening to but not comprehending us,
whether they believel in all this idolatry?
Qune, speaking for the rest, said, “We do.”
But from his smile, and knowing the effects of
zuch cducation as he had evidently acquired, I
said kindly to him: ¢ My friend, T candidly tell
you that I don’t think you believe a bit of it.”
He laughed, and said, “ You are right, sir, we
believe nothing "« What 7 I asked ; ‘ no-
thing ? not even your own existence ?” ¢ Oh
ves, we believe that” he replied. “ And no
existence higher than your own?” I continucd
10 inquire. “Yes,” he said, ¢ we believe in &
erreat God who has created all things.” * But
it 8o, why then this idolatry 7" I asked again.
++ We wish {0 honour our fathers,” said another
of the group to my question. On twhich the
urst speaker addressec his countrymen, saying,
* What did your fathers ever do for you? Did
ihey give you the steam-engine ? or the rail-
way ? or the telegraph ?” Then turning to
e, be said, with a smile, ¥ Though we must
keep up and cannot forsake these national cus-
1oms while they exist in our country, and oar
people believe in them, yel, if you educate the
people, they will give them up of themselves,
and so they will pass away.” Whatever may
liave been the intention of the speaker, I be-
iieve this conversation gives a fair impression,
not of the deepest and most earnest minds in
Hindostan, but of the mind of the ordinary
pupil who bas received an English education, |
though little more. It is thus, however, that
all things are working together for the ultimate
conversion of India to the truthe.d life of |
Christianity, under Him who is the Iead of all
things to lis Church.

THE BRAHIMO SOMAJ.

In endeavouring to sketch, however rapidly
and imperfectly, the general results of all the
combined forces I have alluded to, I must not
omit to votice the religious school of the Brak-
mo Somaj. The educated and more enlightened
Hindoos occupy almost every position of reli-
gious belief between that of a little less than
pure Brabhmanism and a little less than pure
Christianity. Some defend idolatry as being a
mere outward symbolic wors hip of the one God
everywhere the same, and also as a national
cusiom ; and, without opposing Christianity,
they would bave it remain as one of many other
religions, asking, as has been done indignantly
and in the name of ¢ Christianity, which
preaches love to one’'s enemies,” ¢ Why should
the God of Jesus Christ be at daggers-drawing
with the gods o' heatheadom ?” Others are
more eul‘ghtencd and sincere. Of these the
greatest undoubtedly was the late Rajah Ram-
mohun Roy, one of the most learned and ac-
complished men ia India. In order to obtain
a religion at once true and national, he fell
back on the Vedas as embodying & pure mono-
theism, rejecting at the same time the authority
of all later Hindoo books, however venerable,
from the heroic Mababharat and Ramayan
down to the Paranas. He did not, howerver,
despise or reject the New Testament, batl
gathered from it and published ¢ The Precepts
of Jesus, the Guide to Happiness.' He called
his Church—for bis followers were organised
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into a society which met for worship—* The
Brahmo [the neuter-impersonal name for the
Supreme] Shabha,” now changed into ¢ Bomnj,"
or assembly. The position thu. otcupied by
the Rajah is yet to a large extent mnf,nmim-d
by the representatives of the ald lindoo Con-
servative party, whether theiy Chureh iz called
the “ Veha Somaj” or “Prathann Somaj.”
But the Vedas having been found utitensble by
others, as tending necessarily (o piite Panthe-
ism, a religious system with hettar foundations
was accordingly sought for, and ufier in vain
endeavouring to discover it in ¥ Nature,” or to
evolve it from ¢ Intuition,” the new movement
has, under the goidance of Keshub Chunder
Sen, approached Christianity, Afleyr having
heard that distinguished man preneh, and hav-
ing seen the response given to hiz teuching by
his splendid audience, nuinhering the most en-
lightened natives as well as Knyopenns in Cal-
cutta ; and after having ind a4 very pleasing
conversation with him, 1 cannot but indulge
the hope, from his sincerity, his enrt:ostness, as
well as from his logic, that in the end he will
be led to accept the whole trath us it is in
Jesus. But of one thing I feel profonndly con-
vinced, that the Brahmo Somnj, which num-
bers thousands of adherents, is (o be attributed
indirectly to the teaching and lnbsuts of Christ-
jan missionaries ; and its existenre, in gpite of
all I have read and heard agalnst ity brightens
my hope of India’s future,
(To be Continued )
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Baroxy Cuurcn.—The Chureh af Nevilund Re-
cord says : ¢ The annual report of this Church
was presented at & meeting of the congregation
beld in the City Hall, Glasgow, on the 12th of
last month. The meeting wug one of tiore than
ordinary interest, on account of {tg refereuco to
Dr. Macleod’s recent mission to indis

The report gave an encouraging necount of
the various departments of congregational
work.

As to education, a new schaol had been ercet-
cd at Parkhead, at a cost of £1400; in the four
schools under the charge of the Barony Session
thenumber of childreninaverngeatiendance was
1089 ; thenumberon the roll, 1300 ; and at even-
ing classes during winter thers was an attend-
ance of from 300 to 400, chiefly adults,

The number of Sabbathegchools wag 11, with
102 teachers, and an attendanes of 1,106 scho-
lars. The missionary collections it the schools
amounted to £18 8s, 9d.

The Parish Mission was raported on in very
encouraging terms. The ageney consisted of
two licentiates—Rev, Messrs Montelth and
Wilson—for the Mission (thapsl and district ;
Rev. John Hall, congregationn) missionary (for
a portion of the year); four laymen and three
female missionaries; fen in all, The expendi-
ture of the mission was £633, of which £496
10s was for salaries. The Genernl Assembly
Home Mission Committece had essistod with a
grant of £100.

At Barony Mission Chapel thare had been an
average attendence of 600, the pumber of seats
allocated (gratis) to regular attandors was 650 ;
communicants on the roll, 242, Twe contri
bution the cbapel congregation for the gupport
of the mwission has amounted to Li44.
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In the other mission stations the average
munber of vigits paid in one month was 1213;
the attendance at Sabbath meetings, 379 ; and
at work-day meetings, 148, Of the persons at-
tending the disirict mission meeting, 85 had
received the comnunion.

In the relief of the poor, by grants of money,
coals and clothing given at half price, the sum
of £244. had been expended,

For the Missionary and Edocational Schemes
of the Church the coutrivations of the congre-
tion had amounted for the year to LJux.

Other collections for special objects, such as
the Tndia Deputation Fund, Fenqnlp Iid.uc:uwn
in India, Glasgow Elders’ Association., &c¢., had

been made in the congregation, amounting in

all to £132 )

The following is a general. summary of the
contributions of the congregation for 1867-6S:
1.— For Purochiel and Congregalional Objecls.
Ordinary Church-door Collections.£219 13 ¢

Collections at Communions ...... 30 151
For Parish Mission—
By Parish Church
Congregation,... £237 16 ¢
Brought forward. .. £287 14 T  £281 v ¢
by Mission Chapel X
Congregation... 143 16 3
By Mission Stations 15 0 0}

' ————— 40 13 )
TFor Sabbath Scheols....... ceee. B2 31
For Clothing Society........... 13 9 9
FFor Church repairs and iszion

Hall....ovoonntnn e e 109 9 8§
For New Schools at Parkhead ... 16 12 0
For New Female School...... .. 3110 0
For Erening Schools............ 0 0

a
Private Donations for the Poor. .. 316 ¢

£1010 5 4}
o —Fur Extra-Parochial Objects.

Tor Mission Schemes of the Church . £367 14 1u
Mission Coliections in S, Schools.'. 13 8§ @
Chapel Collection for Freedmen’s )
Aid Society...... e, 201 7
Sundry Collect'ns as detaited above 132 14 ¢
£352 19 8

TOTAL .......X£15331 5 0}
In the course of the evening Dr. Macleod was
vresented with an address.

ExcLaxp.—A great ritualistic demonstration
has taken place at St. James” Hall.  Archdea-
con Devison was the chiefspeaker, and he treat.
ed the question righily as one affecting doc-

trines, aed not merely external practices.

- What,” he said, “are the fuacts of the case?
The first fact is this—we sec a vevival of high
ceremonial in churches and chapels of the

Church of England. according to what is be-

licved to be cither prescribed or allowed by
rubric of the Book of Common Prayer, thatis
by the law of the Church of England. What
that rubric exactly means is more or less r}':,:-
puted ; butthat it is a rule of high ceremonial,
of this there is no question made. The next
fact is, that such ceremonial is principally con-
nected with the administration of the Lord's
Supper, or Haly Communion. The third factis
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) that the revival has caused a great distarbance
i of the public mind; and that calls are made
upon the authorities in Church and State, and
a Bill introduced into one House of Parliament
to ‘ put it down’ with a bigh band., Now, what
is the meaning of all this? Ceremonial is no-
thing in itself.  What makes it to be much?
¢ That it is the expression of doctrine, and espe-
cially of the doctrine of the Holy Fucharist. It
is doctrine, then,of which ceremonial is the out-
watd expression; it is this that is the object of
tumult and assanlt.  There are in the Church
of Eugland, and have been since the Reforma-
ol lwo  sections, commonly called High
. Chitch and Low Charch.  Whatis the turning
buint of the division ? A qistinet difference of
belief on the subject of the sacraments. The
“ first bold, as declared by the Church to be re-
i vealed in Holy Scripture, that the life of Christ
in the sonl is begun in and by Toly Baptism ;
nourished, completed, and perfected in and by
Holy Communion.  That these are, therefore,
. the principal means of grace ; that all other
means of grace flow ont of Holy Baptism : and
tonverge 1o, and ceatre in, Ilolvy Commusion.
. The sccond does not deny that the sacraments
4re 10 be observed reverently: but assigns to
them no such distinet pre-eminence, regarding
*hei rather as seals upon the life of Christ. sl-
ready begun and established in the soul by faith
than as the means ordained of Christ himself for
the beginning. and the nourishing and perfect-
e of that life. The first then holds, as declar-
. ¢d by the Church to be revealed in Holy Scrip-
fure—regeneration in and by Holy Baptism ;
the Real presence in Holy Communion. The
second holds neither the one nor the other,
The firs. hus an exalted sense of the office of
" the Chureh as the means ordained of God for
the teaching and the kecping of the truth, and
as having, as such, tanthority in contreversies
of fuith ."and a like sense of the office of the
- ministers of the Church, as having received the
Holy Ghost in and by the laying on of hands :
. 2ud as <ent by Him to set forth by their life and
doctrine the true and lively word, and rightly
and duly to administer the Holy Sacraments.
The second, so far a3 T have ever been able to
understand its position, admits the authority of
the Church only where it coincides with private
" judgment.  Of these two sections the first dates
from the first century of Christianity : the se-
coud dates from the sixteenth century. The
first is apostolic, primitive, catholic ; the second
t5 buman invention in many shapes and under
man} names.  The first is revealed as declared
by the Chureh : the second 1s 2 thing of humsn
" development.”  Nothing could show tiore
strougly than these temarhs the vital nature of
the present strugeie and the thorouglily Popish
character and preiensions of the High Ciurch
pariy.

Lord Shaftesbary, at a recent meeting of the
Church Protection Sgeietn, stated thus his
views of the present position of the Church :—
‘ The Church of England was besct by wmany
dangers. Her dangers were not external. The
Church of England was strong enough to defend
herself from sny external danger. whatever it
might be, but ber dangers arose from within
er pale.  Heresies had grown up in her own
hosom, which were rending her very vital exis-
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“ence from her, and which unchecked and pre-
vented, would leave her a dead corpse upon
tne face of the earth. They were vressed and
in great danger from two conflicting parties in
the Church. They had the Ritualistic party—
that was the best term to give them now ; they
went further than the Tractarian party, and yet
embraced the Broad Church—and there was the
Neologian party, which he believed had more
strength than people were aware of. Then there
was a third party—the Evangelical party—
which, although strong within the bosom of the
Church, were not now so strong as they were,
either in clergy or laity, as compared with the
Neologians. The duty that was pressing upon
them was, theretore, very great indeed; and it
required the greatest cauntion, the greatest deli
cacy of appreciation, and the greatest carnest
ness to perform it. ‘They had, as he had said
three distinet parties in the Church. They had
also vast numbers in this country who were
wholly indifferent to one or the other. The
Church was in greater danger from the indif-
terence of those who protessed to be her friends
than from the aggressive policy of those who
openly professed to be her enemies.  The grow-
ing indifterence in the country to matters of re-
ligion was ore of thie most alarming features of
the present time.  They found it everywhere—
in small and in large populations, It was not
only in Manchester, in Liverpool, and in Lon-
don. They might go into the smallest villuge,
and every clergyman of experience would tell
them how his heart was rent by the real indif-
ference there was, if they cndeavoured to fa-
thom the great propertion of the people with
respect to religion.”

IreLaxp.—The bishops in their charges con-
tinue to deal with the present aspect of church
questions. In Dublin, Archdeacon Lee deve-
loped the principles on which he conceived the
threatened dangers could be faced, such as,
‘ the plain setting forth of the great truth that
the Church, as purified at the Reformation, is
the sole community in the land which preserves
in full measure both scriptural truith and apos-
tolic order.” He urged also unity and sympa-
thy within the Church, “even for those efforts
which may not be after onr own pattern.” The
Bishop of Down Dbelicved it was “no longer
possible, in the fullest measure of that charity
which suffereth long, toallow the doctrinal and
wsthetic aspect of Ritualism to pursuc its course
unchecked by public remonstrance, sapping as
it did in its subtle progress the teaching of our
Church, and removing the authorized landmark
of our Reformed Faith.” Rather than a deno-
minational system of education, he ¢ would pre-
fer to see a purely secular system supported by
tbe State, and permitting, though not requiring,
a religions base.”

Cardinal Cullen has been blessing bells at
Narraghmore, his native place, where the bless-
ing he bestowed upon the people was “the
same as if St. Patrick himself had given it to
them,” At Kantuck, in the South, he has open-
ed a new chapel with a ritual so strict that it
has not been observed in Munster for three hun-
dred years. He has also been addressing bim.
self to obtain money for the Pope. Catholic
governmzents, he admits, will do littlefor him.

Italy isin difficulties, Belginm and Portugal are
ruted by Freemasons, Spain is paralyzed by re-
volution.  Awustria is drifting into the hands of
infidelity and secret societies, T'here can be no
confilence put in France. It is a curious con-
fession, and the drift of it is that there is no re-
source for the chair of St Peter, but the pence
of the faithful, although, “like its divine found-
er, it is the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever.” A more energetic step has been taken
in withdrawiong the Rowmnnist children from the
model school in Limerick. Meanwhile educa-
tion is pushed forward more rapidly in the noria
than it iz condemned in the south. A largs
schoolhouse has been recently opened in Bei-
fast, one of many which are springing up amony
the dense masses of its artizans. It was al-
most entirely built by sixpences, cost £800, will
accommodate 600 children, will have evening
clubs for adults, and 240 children were waiting
to be brought into it on Sundays. The Rev.
Mr. Johnston, in whese district it lies, said that
during the 26 years of his mission among the
working-classes he had learned that what they
wanted wus education, and he was glad to re-
port that all the schools in which he bad taken
part were flourishing.

The Magee College in Londonderry has been
opened by an address from its President on
Collegiate Studies, and reports the number of
stidents to be far in excess of previous sessions.
The se-i.n in the Presbyterian College, Be'-
fust, has also been opened by an address of re-
markable ability on the limit and domain of
Christian Ethics. 1t was the inaugural lecture
of the new professor, Mr. Wallace; and by its
fullness, clearness and ingenuity of thought,
proved that au addition ofno common order had
been made to the teachers of ethical philosopby.

New Zearaxo.—The Bishop of New Zealand,
who has recenily shown his devotedness to his
own work, by refusing the Bishopric of Lich-
field, thus defeaded the natives of New Zealand
in a speech at Belfast:—

“It is the force of circumstance that has dri-
veu them into their present position. Do not
charge their present position and its evils upon
any peculiarities of race. I believe that my own
New Zealanders are as true-hearted, as kind-
bearted, and as hospitable a people as are you
yourselves in Ireland. But, under unfavourable
circumstances, they have been driven into what
seems rebellion. Aud let their position be whbat
it may, I can assure you that no murderous spi-
rit, no spirit of rancour or hatred—is in their
Learts. The people are full of desire to be unit-
ed t0 the Euglish nation. More thaa that, they
have given of their land to me; and, to take
one example, land was given me for a purpose
described by themselves in these words—¢ We
give this as a site for a college for the two races
to be brought up together as one people, in the
tear of God and in the love of Christ, and in
obedience to the Queen.'”

BeLGiom.—It is impossible not to see the hand
of God in the preservation of the independence
and liberties of Belgium. At present the Bel-
ginms are enjoying an amount of liberty, reli-
gious and civil, of which there has been no ex-
ample in any Catholic country.

The small band of faithful men who have de-
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voted the best years of their lives to make

known the glad tidings of salvation in Bel- .

gium, where the Bible hasbeen so longasealed
ook, have done ail they could to take advau-
tage of these favourable circumstances. TFor
the last thirty vears the Scriptures have been
largely circulated through the agency of the
British and Foreign Bible Society ; and many
liave been brought out of superstition, nnbelicf,
and indifference to receive the truth as it is iu
Jesus.  There is no inequality whatever before
the law between Catholics and Protestants, and
there isno work of evangelization which can-
not be undertaken without certainty of protec-
tion; while in England we look aghast at the
progress now making Romewards, here. Apart
from the swelling tide of opposition to Popery
which is rising in all Catholic countries, we
have evidence of a spirit of inquiry after betcer
things, and can discern the blessing of God
resting on the zealous labourers who have been
one after another called to preside over church-
es formed of those who have been enlightened
by the study of the Scriptures purchased of the
Bible colporteurs. But what deserves notice,
as a sign of the real interest felt in the work,
is the formation of a lay association for provi-
ding pensions for the widows and orphans of
the pastors, whose stipends are not such as to
enable them to lay anything by for the future;
and, while testifying to the affection and grati-
tide of the churches towards their pastors, it
does honour both te the pastors and their
flocks, and bears witness to the fact that the
Gospel is at last really taking root in Belgium.

UxiTep StaTEs.—A pettifogging lawyer and
manager in a new settlementin Wisconsin, gave
a missionary of the American Sunday Schuol
Union the following nccount of a Sunday-
school: “I orguuised the first Suuday-schoul
in this country, and ran it mysclf one season.
We came in here early, all Americans. We
wanted to draw in decent, itdustrions families,
and to keep out all foreigners and rowdivs So
I'said : A Sunday-school will atiract the folks
we want, and keep others out. It will be the

best and cheapest way to biow for the settles
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ment. There was not one of us that pretended
to have one grain of piety; so they pitched
upon me to carry out the plan. I did s0, and
sent to your Society and got a library, and ran
the school all summer. [t did the blowing for
us splendidly. Befure summer was ended,
some Christian families came in; and, as they
had a better stock of piety, [ gave over the
Sunday-school into their hands. It was a
grand thing for us. There wusnu't a foreigoer
of auny surt that ever stayed in the settlement
more than one night. We secured a good
American and moral scttlement. In fact, it
got to be su piuus ihat b ocouldn’t live there
myselt”?

WIDOWS AND ORPIIANS FUND.

MoxTreAL, 23rd December, 1863,
REv. axp Drar Siz,—[ am instructed by the
Board of Managers of the Minsters’ Widows’
and Orphans’ Fand, reéspecttul'y to remind you
of the collection appointed to be made in all
our Churches on the first Sunday in January,

. in aid of this very important Church Scheme.

The Board believe thav the Scheme meets with
the warm sympathy of nearly all the Members
of onr Church, 7They have endeavoured to
administer their trust in a prudent manner,
and bave the satisfaction of believing that the
principles by which they are guided have the
approval of the Church at large. The annuities
which they have been able to grant to Widows
and Urphans, have been the means of relieving
much distress, and they would gladly see these
annuities inecreased, did their funds permit.
They have greatly to acknowledge the liverality
with which their appeals have been met in the
past. They feel that nu otlier Church Scheme
cuuid so well barmouize wiih the kind and
genetous feelings which characterize all Cliriz-
tians at the beginning of a uew year, and they
therdfure would urge the propriety of making
the Collection on the day appoinied, if at all
practicable.
Yours respectfully,
AxpreEw Patex.

Atticdes Selected,

—

OUCT OF THE WAY.

,

Sy overa wide Australian plain,
J s rich with wild vegetation.
V™" Only one solitary hut gave
token of humaa presence. It
stood among some little ficlds,
fenced off from the moor. It was
a very rude place, built of rough
legs and mossy carth. The door
hung on leather hinges, and the
windows were glazed with coarse
A few white stones

~

green-knotted glass.
ormed a pathway to the entrance, ‘and some
patched garments dangled from a washing-line.
On the right of the door was a litile mossy

n . .
M}@z HE sun set in crimson and dun
3 -

mound, set round with pecled twigs. It look-

© ed strangely like a child’s grave.

i
i
'
i
!

Presently the master and mistress of the
house came out. and stood in the garden.
They seemed as homely as theirdwelling. The
man wWore a coarse grey blouse aund & battered
wide-awake hat, which dangled over marked
and sun-burnt features. His wife looked al-
most as masculine as hiwself, standing with
her arms folded, and a great speckled sun-
bounet flapping on her head. The red sunset
cast a ruddy glare over both,

“And so it's about dawn in old Inverary,
Aleck,” she said. i

“So they say,’ he answered ; “ but it upsets
my mind to think on't. T'd rather faney folks
at home were looking at the sunset, just:as we
are.”
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& Aweel, there’s no sunset nor sum:ise' in
heaven,” said the woman; “and Pm thinking
we'd better look forward to it, than backward
to bonnie Inverary. There's many we love still
there, Aleck; but the one we love best the
Lord has takeun to himsel.” o

« wish I could get some gowans for Willie's
grave,” remarked the husband, stepping to
the little mound, and setting up & fallen twig.
“ Do you mind the little singing bird that the
sailor gave him, and how he wept as it dwined
away ? Te buried it just there, only a month
before we buried him.”

Do 1 mind, Cameron ?” exclaimed his wife.
«fys little ye ken a mother’s heart, if ye
think she forgets the very finger-mark of a
dead bairn! Why, often when'm washingand
scrubbing some of Willie’s words comeup as fresh
as if he were saying them, and [ try hard to
say, ¢The Lord's will be done,—the Lord's will
is best;’ but I'm afeard T don’t always mean it,
Aleck !

«The Lord has aye pity on sorrow,” said
Aleck Cameron. ¢ The bruised reed will He
not break, Jean. But 1dread ye must often
be lonesome when I'm awa,'—are ye no, wife?”

% can bear that,” she said. ¢ Maybe "twouvld
be harder trial to have a guide-wife neighbour
looking in, and praising her ain bairns, and
pitymg me. But therc’s one thing pains me,
Aleck: we're so cut off from the Lord’s work.
So long as the child was here, it was serving
God to bring him up in the way he should go.
But now we seem like the poor cattle, only liv~
ing for food and steep. There's no bairn to
teach,—~no mourner to comfort,—nobody to
speak a Christian word to. And yet in the
world there'sthousands of bairns and mourners,
who've got no one to teach or comfort ‘em.”

« And still I think God guided us here,” said
Aleck, thoughtfully. “It's no use of fretting,
Jean. We've only got to do right. The Lord
does his ain work his ain way ; and whether he
will to use us or no, to Him be all the glory !

¢ There's some onc coming on horsebacs,”
Jean remarked presently, shading her eyes with
her hand. ¢ Who can it be, tow ? It's no the
month for Giles the pedlar.”

“ YWhoever it is, the darkness will catch him
on the moor,” said Aleck Cameron; for the
sun was quite of sight, and oniy one long streak
of gold remained in the sky to show where it
had gone down.

¢ He must,¢’en turn in with us, and stop for
the night,” observed the wife, as the horseman
drew nearer and nearer. e was a young man,
well dressed, with a knapsack siung across the
horse behind him. e slackened his speed when
he saw the Camerons standing at their gate.

 Is it far across this moor 77 he asked.

“Qver five miles,” answered Cameron,
“and tke tracks don’t go beyond this.”

¢t Is there no house whete I could get a night's
lodging 7" the traveller enquired, after gazing
down in the deepening wilight.

# We'd make you welcome in ours, sir,” said
Jean. “The nearest bouse is three miles off;
and it's not better than this, and more crowded,
because there's a family.”

“Can you take my borse as well 77 asked
the stran ger, tather suspiciously.

2%

“ Oh yes; there’s a good shed at the back,
and plenty of straw. Ifye’ll come in, sir, the
wife will set supper directly.”

The youngman followed his hosts with the air
of a personwhodoesnot know what better course
to take. Afier ho had seen his steed made com-
fortable he went into the house, and took & seat
by the fire. flewasa handsome youth, about
two-and-twenty years of age, with dark eyes
and hair; but his manner was formal and re-
pellant. e took careful note of the room in
which he sat; it could boast no furniture be-
yond a table, a stool, and two benches, together
with a great carved chest,'from which Jean
produced the humble crockery necessary for
their meal.

41 have made a nice bed for you in the other
room,” said the good woman, bustling avout,
« and you'll find a tubful of fresh water there,
if you'd like to wash your face and hands.
Maybe it would refresh you.

The young man entered. Ie found *“the
other room” a long narrow chamber, with a
window at one end which looked out upon the
moor, The bed was poor enough, but it was
clean; and still the youth did not seem con-
tent. After he had performed his simple toilet
he was about to return to the sitting room ; but
at that moment he heard his hosts whispering
togethey at the front-door. The only words he
overbeard were these ominous ones;

{No one but ourselves wad ken that was g
grave.”’

The young man quickly retired into the bed-
chamber, and going to the window, took some-
thing from his pocket, aud carefully examined
it by the fading light. 1t was a pistol!

When he reappeared supper was spread, and
Aleck and Jean were already in their places.
It was not a sociable meal. Cameron had lived
too much in seclusion to be well fitted for so-~
ciety, and his blundering attemuts to get at
the latest news of the world beyond the moor
were aot well received by his guest. Nor is it
strange that the guestwas not as conversible as
he might havebeen ; for he believed that in the
course of a few hours he should have to take
the lives of others or lose his ewn; and
such a suspicion is not calculated to awaken
one's wit and humour. There was bright gold
among the clothes in his knapsack, and this
moorland couple was certainly rough and
wild; and then—that speech about the grave
that. no one would notice! Tt made Paul Scott,
the stranger, think very sadly about a pretty
villa near London, in the oid country, where a
widowed mother prayed and longed for her
only boy. He did not thinlk muecii about her
generally ; but now, when perhaps bis grave
wag already dug, it was different 1"

¢ Wife,” said Cameron, solemnly, as the
three sat in sileace before their empty plates,
 wife, hand me the great Bible, and let us wor-
ship God?”

Paul felt a sudden relief, and forgot all about
the strange whisper he had overheard. He
could certainly trust people who cared to read
their Bible in that wilderness, and he listened
with quiet interest as tke wworthy Scotchman
lingered over the story of the Shunammite and
her son. Nor did he remember * the grave”
until, in the course of his simple prayer, Aleck
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besought the Lord “to send comfort to the
parents who had buried their only son before
their very doot in a strange land, so that they
100 shouid.be able to say, < It is well with the
child.”” )

« He'z wonderful beiter after - the exercise,”’
said Jean. as the stranger suid # Good night” with
frank warmth, very different from his former
cautious and almnost suspicious manuner.

Though all his fears were laid to_rest, and
though his limbs were very weary, Paul Scott
did not soon fall asleep.  * There must be
something in being a Christian,” he thought,
#when . who am not one myself, am glad to
find mysclf in the power of Christians. T wish

1 had taken more care of the little Bible my i
{ dare say they are not too !

mother gave me.
easily got in this wild ncighbourhood ; but to-
morrotw I swill ask my host.  And how content
they both are in this solinde, as if the presence
of God wasquite enough for them!  Why, I have

committed no crimne, but am rather what |

people call a geud sort of a fellow. and yet in
this wilderness I shonld go wild in a2 week.”
Karls next morming he prepared to depart.

Breakfast was a different affair from last night's

supper; but still Pau! was atthe gate,—eactluaily

holding his horse’s head, before ke could ven-
ture to Siammer out the inquirs about the |

Bible.

Sabbath

~
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~ “Wife,” said Aleck, “ the gentleman wants
a Bible, having misfortunately lost his own.
There's our Willie's ; but I don’t guess you'll—"

"t He shall have it, and welcome,” returned

- Jean, runeing into the cottage, and bringing
itout. “Ivs a little worn, sir; but he who
used it isanangel now.” And asshe turned aside
to dry her tears, Panl saw the little mound
with its neat fence of white twigs.

The Camerons watched him ride away, and
at the last point whence Le could see them he
paused, and waved his hat, and then he was

one.

* Maybe a blessing will rest on Willie’s Bible,”
t they said to each other, as they went back into
i their lonely cottage.
¢ But they never knew how he read that book
lin the night watches of his homeward voyage,
| —they never knew how : sweet peace—thal
1
I

peace “which passeth all understanding”—
came down and "blessed his restless young
They never knew of the joy in the little
! Liondon villa when the good widowed mother
; found that her boy hod returned to her, saying,
| as did the prodigal son, “1 have sinued against
heaven, and before thee.”

! No,—they lived and died in the wilds of
" Australiv; and to her last day Jean Cameron
sometiwmes regretted she was so much “cut off
: from doing the Lord's work.”

Aeadings.

THE INFLUENCE OF A HOLY LIFE.
(Exiracts from a Scrmon by Rev. W, C. CLARKE,
Ormstowa, Durhan.).
* The memory of the just is biessed.”- Prov. x. 7.

£ 1IE term just, as applicd

@fw in the Scriptures, means

one who fears God,—
a godly person, one who

is circumspect and consistent
= 1n his life, who is just and up-
@ right in his conduct, both to-
wards God and his fellow man.
Not that there is one among
God’s children on carth of whom it can be
said that he is absolutely and perfectly just,
but the terma is applied to those who are
relatively so.  They fear God, and make it
their first and highest duty to walk in the
way of his commandn:ents. They fear God
as the Supreme, Ruler and Lawgiver. They
Jove him as the Giver of all Good, and ve-
joice and trust in his salvation. They
realize their sins, they confess them, they
tepent of them and forsake them, and go
to him daily for pardon, and grace to help
them in their need, and hope in his sove-
reign merey.  God is in all their thonghts;
they acknowledge Lim in all their ways.
He is their guide and portion, their stay

i under all the burdens and trials of life, and
their hope and comfort in the trying and
solemn hour of death. Under the full
light of the Gospel, those who really believe
in and love the Saviour, who confess him
before men, and who believe in their heart
the great truths of his Incarnation, Suffer-
ings, Death, and Resurrection and Ascen-
t cension, and Mediatorial Intercession, are
Jsaid to be just, because to such, Christ is

the end of the law unto righteousness; and
: to such, because they are thus just in Christ
Jesus before God, there is therefore now
no condamnation, for they walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit. They know
their Saviour and believe in him; they ac-
knowledge his law and obey it; they live
in his love and feel its power. These are
perfect in Christ Jesus, and in this sense
are just persons. The Evangelists and
Apostles acknowledge the correctness of
applying such a term to those who arc emi-
i nentdy consistent in fearing God. The
I memory of the just is blessed in actively
inspiring the minds of others to prosecute
the same noble life.  Every just person
that lives in his uprightness and dies in
his Integrity and blessed faith is another
+ link in the chain of evidence that pro... to
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the world the fact and responsibility of' the ! knowledge the Divinity of the precept and
present as well as the reality and rewards '.
of the future, and the Divinity of our holy :

religion in its compiete aptuess amnd univer-
sal sufficiency to wmould and guide the

believer through the duties, trials, and

respousibilities of the present life, and se-
cure for him the blessings and the joys of
the life to come. Those who live the-lifc
of the godly are so many living, workieg,
tangible, rational,and sympathising witness-
¢s of the esistence of God—of his being and
perfections, and are the visible representa-
tives of his moral pature and holy and
pure character; and the life and death of
such do more to convinee a sceptical and an

irreligious world of the truths of a future -

state, human responsibility. the necessity
of Divine religion, holiness of character,
faith, virtuc, and purc morality, than ten
thousand volumes of speculative theology
and finely spun theories of personal ac-

countabiiity and sentimental religion. For :

who can estimate the silent yet powerful
influence which a consistent and godly life
exerts over the feelings. the conduct, and
the fuith of others. and also in restraining

from vice, and leading to virtue many who

yicld to no other power ?

What gave pre-eminent foree and power

to the Saviour's teaching and doctrine was
that he went about domg good.

This is

the sceret of all effective teaching, and in
this respect our Lord stands out in convin- |
cing contrast to all other teachers, delinea-

tors of life, morals and religion, at once
showing the completeness and sineerity of
his teaching, and the Divinity of his person,

doctrine, and work.

the correctness of the doctrine. It would
scem, in order to give greater prominence
and foree to this principle of action, to be
the nature and tudency of the human
wind, under the present order and law of
things, that the disinterested, holy and
pure character, never begins to exert its
full influence until after death.  The force
of such character is more powerful in its
fluence after the removal than during
the presence of the individual. Thus it
was with the great leading minds of his-
tory, the moulders and leaders of the hu-
man mind. It would scem  that the pres-
ence of the person is a clog to some extent
en the influence of the mind. The in-
fluence of Moses was more powerfully felt
after his death than during his life,—the
mennry of Moses was more powerful than the
presence of Moses. Tt is pre-eminently so
with the holy David, though by the force of
circumstances during his life he was able
to exercise much influence over mankind, he
was never able to command that regard
that he now does: for who can estimate
the influence which his life as delineated
in the Book of Psalms cxerts over the
millions who daily read thiese never dying
embodiments of all the phases of the real
Christian life. Tt is so with the great
worthies whose lives are recorded in the
Bible—of Abraham, Joseph, Joshua, Job,
Daniel. and kings and vrophets—men of
whom the world was not worthy—who had

| to wander in deserts. and in mountains

Chicf among the instrumental causes
which aided the propagation and wide- :

spread of the Gospel during the first ages
of the Christian Church, stands out in

well-defined prominence the disinterested, -

holy. and pure character of the Apostles and
Christian teachers and their followers. This
was onc agency which the Holy Spirit ac-
knowledged and blessed in the glorious
work of recliming a world sunk in Jewish
intolerance and heathen idolatry and super-
stition. and this is still an agency which
the same Divine Spirit acknowledges and

. seen light of truth. from

blesses for sanctifying and wmaturing the -
individual chamcter, and for commcu.dmg :
his own truth to the ungodiy and indiffer- .

ent. The world may twithstand precept

and oppose doctrine, but yiclds to the foree '

and power of a holy, pure, and disinterest-

ed life, if not at once, yet gradually and marked | :
tmpereeptibly; and is led vitimately to ac- @+ Christ and him crucified.

and in dens and caves of the earth, but
who wnow, through the remembrance of
their holy lives, exert more influence upou
the world than the unalterable laws of the
nations of antiquity.  This is equally true
of those noble souls who, under the palpa-
ble darkness of Henthendom. tricd to
cvolve the universally felt need of that un-
the finished
voiume of human error. who struggled with
ignorance,  superstition, viee and irre-
ligion, in endeavouring to lay before man-
kind a rule of faith and conduct. ard the
best method for ascertaining that rule.
During their life they were unappreciated,
scoffed  at,  despiscd. persccuted  and
slan. but after their bodies were consigned
to the dust, their spirits arose from the
dead and soared abowe the chaos of igmor-
ance and human passion, and exerted an
influence on postenity which eternity alane
will reveal! And is not this the most
and distinguishing  fature  of
In life he was
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despised and rejected of men, maligned,
betrayed, crucified and slain, and in death
cruelly insulted, but now who can describe
the influence of his name ?  His name is
the ark of refuge from Divine wrath, the
place of safety and the tower of strength
t0 the sin weary sons of men.—his life is
Toliness and goodness constraining scoffers,

infidels and unbelievers, to confess thathe
was the embodiment of nobility, zoodness

and perfection. Now with these it is not
the power hedisplayed in working miracles,
for these they reject and deny—that arrest
their attention and comwmand their sym-
pathy and respect, but his holy and pure
life, and the blessed and refining influence
which he subsequently exerted on man-
kind. YWho can read that most eloquent,
most sceptical and most paradosical writer,
Roussean, on the life of Christ, without be-
ing struck with this feature of the subject ?

Napoleon the Great confessed that Ceesar
and Alexander and he could commard |

armies, conquer nations and for the time

being be the idols of their soldiers, but that -

they weresoon for-otten, and in theirabsence
exerted no power; that their memory
would exert no influence, nor yet be retain-
cd in sweet remembrance.  But that the
pame of Jesus, though so humble and des-
pised during life, exerted the miol.tiest in-
fluence over nations, ages and individuals,

that although when on carth he had no

guard, nonc to defend him from his

cnemies, yei that now, and ever since his

death, thousands of the best of our race
would not only fight for his name but

cheerfully die for him; proving that he

was more than man; aud illustrating with
irresistibie force that “ the memory of the
just is blessed.”

There can be no doubt that it is the Iife of
the man Christ Jesus that exercises this
wwide spread and blessed influence over the

lives of his followers, in every age and !
clime. It is as our kinsman, “ boncof our !

bone and flesh of our flesh,” that Heis

held in such sacred remembrance; and it .

1s because he still retains in his mediatorial

relation:hip “a fellow fecling” with us'

that we love him. It is his tender human
relationship he now sustains towards us,
combined with the cndearing remem-
brance of the holy and pure life he spent
on carth, in our nature, while finishing our
Redemption, that is blessed in our estima-
tion and that draws forth our love towards
him and his cause; and =0 it is the re-
membrance of the holy and pure life of
the saint on carth that is blessed to us
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"and that exerts such a happy influence on

! our lives, as we call to miud, review and
' centemplate his.

The real Christian, the worker for God,
only begins to live for good when he dies.
Then he enters on his deathless existence
and begins the great work of influencing
minds and moulding character, involving
the welfare of men and the glory of God.
Influence never dies. It is imperishable,
immorial. Ah! how awfully solemn, and
¢ how thrillingly awful is the thought—the
. fact, that your influence, the influence of
your life here never dies. It is never ar-
rested in its endless onward progress. It
tends cither down, downwards to the lowest
hell, or up, upwards to the highest heavens;
you are daily creating and perpetuating the
, means whereby yourself and others will ei-
ther be the vietims of eternal death or the
recipients of cndlessglory. Ah! who can
fully realise human responsibility ;

. From what has thus far been said it is
. evident that the remembrance of the just
is not only blessed when viewed in the
« personal endowments and graces of the in-
_ dividual possessing them, but also iu the
; active influences exerted on others during
. life ta the reproduction of thesein the cha-
. racter of those who come under such influ-
‘ence. Not in waiting for some great
. or extraordinary opportunity for doing
some great work, but in doing faithfuily
and constantly the work that is at our
hand, and ever present with us, showing
* further thatievery Christian, no matter what
his position or circumnstances in life may be,
can make his life subiime by simply doing
vhat he can! Consecrating himself in
. faith and love to the Saviour, and thus, by

the force of example, leading others to

the same fountain of life. We are very
- apt, and frequently do mistake true great-
: ness, in a Christian sense ; we often conjoin
magnitude with true greataess. The wo-
. man who anointed our Lord’s hesd with
, the box of spikenard and wiped his feet
with her hair, did a great decd, for sie did
v what she could, and angels counld do no
wore. This is the limit of human duty and
- the measure of haman responsibility—small
as this act appeared to men, it was pro-
nounced great by him who knew the heart
and weighed the motives and predicted its
* future influcnce to be co-exiensive with the
knotledge of the transaction. O that Chris-
tians would study this truth and avail them-
sclves of the blessed privilege of making
their lives sublime, by being usefol and
* happy, doing what they can.



