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What Mcancth This?

It was the immediate visible reiultt of the detoant
of the Spirit of God in Jerusalem and on tlie day o£

Pentecost, Acts 2 : 4, that caused the earnest question
which we have chosen n. the title of this book;
"Devout men out of every nation under heaven were
all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another,
What meane.h this!" ver. 12. That a satisfactory
answer to this question is not generally recognized
and accepted by the Evangelical Churches of these
days will be made evident by the following utter-

ances of representative clergymen of the present
or the recent past.

From the late and well-known Rev. l. H. Spur-
geon. Baptist: "I believe in the Holy Ghost." This
is one of the articles of the Creed, but is scarcely
believed among professors so w to be acted 'j**.

From the "Baptism of Fire and c. .jr Sermons,"
a book by Rev. Wesley Johnston, IT. S. Methodist:
"There is no phase of our common faith regarding
which there is such vagueness, such xmcertainty, such
indefiniteness, as that relating to the Holy Ghost.
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And although this is the dispensation of the Spirit,

the last days spoken of by the prophets when the

Spirit is to be poured out on all flesh, and though
the church is loud in its protestations of dependence
on the Spirit for light and power and guidance, and
though many of our most familiar hymns are full

of the most intense desire for the Spirit's help and
presence, and though many of our most fervor t

prayers call for the Spirit's life and energy, y t

withal we fail to understand the real nature of the

Spirit or rightly to appreciate His place and func-

tions in the economy of grace."

From the Introduction to an edition of William
Arthur's "Tongue of Fire," by Wm. Taylor, D.D.
(Harper's, New York)

:

"Though we are living under the dispensation of

the Spirit, it is remarkable that the work of the

Holy Ghost has not received anji;hing like the atten-

tion that it demands and deserves. Few sermons are

preached upon it, few treatises are written upon it,

it does not enter into the thought and prayers of

the people of God, and in this perhaps, more than in

most other things, we may find the explanation of

the comparative feebleness of modern piety."

From "The Holy Spirit Outside the Christian

Church," in the Canadian Methodist Review. May-
June, 1894. R€v. T. Sims, D.D., Congregationalist

:

"No Scripture doctrine is of more importanoe
than that of the Holy Spirit, yet relatively to its ira-
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portance, no doctrine has been so much neglected.
There are aspects of the subject which are a 'terra

incognita' at the end of the nineteenth century of
the Christian era. What Athanasius did for the
doctrine of the Son, and Augustine for the doctrine
of the Church, and Anselm for the doctrine of the

Atonement, and Luther for the doctrine of Justifica-

tion, still waits to be done for the doctrine of the
Spirit. A really great and complete statement of
the doctrine in all its aspects, harmonized with re-

lated doctrines, particularly with the Scripture
teaching concerning the Father and the Son, is

to-day the desideratum of theological science."

From "Creed and Conduct," Dr. A. Maclaren,
Baptist, Manchester, England, pages 145 to 147:
"Is the Spirit of the Lord straitened? Look at

Christendom. Look at all the churches. Look at
yourselves. Will any one say that the religious con-
dition of any body of professed believers this moment
corresponds to Pentecost? Is not the gap so wide that
it seems impassable? Is not the strained and imperfect
fulfilment a miserable satire on the promise? If the
Lord be with us, what is the meaning of the state
of things that we see around us and must recognize
in ourselves? Do any existing churches present the
final form of Christianity as embodied in a society?
Would not the best thing that could be done and
the thing that will have to happen some day be the
disintegration of the existing organizations, in order
to build up a more perfect habitation of God



6 WHAT MEANETH THIS?

through the Spirit? Ask yourselves the question
whether the standard of devotion and consecration
in this church with which most of you are con-
nected, or in any church to which you may in-

dividually belong, looks like the presence of the
Divine Spirit. A little handful of people, the best
of them veiy partially touched with the life of God,
surrounded by a great mass about which we can
scarcely, in the judgment of charity, say even that—
that is the description of most of our congregations.
Do the relations of modem Christians and their
churches one to another look like the presence of a
unifying Spirit? We have all been made to drink into
one Spirit, says Paul. Alas ! alas ! does it look like
it? Look around professing Christendom. Look at
the rivalries and the jealousies between two chapels
on adjoining streets. Look at the gulfs between
Christian men that are parted only by some com-
parative trifle of organization and polity, and is

that all that the one Spirit that is to make all the
members into one body has been able to do? Look
at the comparative impotence of the church in its

conflict with the growing worldliness of the age.
Mark how in our big towns t' > populace knows
nothing and cares nothing aboi your Christianity,

and has no share in your hopes any more than if

they lived in Central Africa, and that after eighteen
centuries of nominal Christianity. If God be 'with
us,' why is all this come upon us?"

This Dr. Maclaren, of Manchester, is one of the
ablest of the living expositors of the "Word," and
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a man of the highest reputation for spirituality in

teaching and in personal life. Yet his moans be-

cause of the absence of the Spirit from church life,

including his own, are the loudest and most em-
phatic of any that we have quoted.

The general ignoring of the Holy Spirit by the
Christians of to-day is shown with emphasis by the
fact that in connection with the Parliament of Re-
ligions held in Ch: ago in 1893, in which several ad-
dresses intended to set forth the claims of Christian-
ity to be the Absolute Religion were made by able
and representative Christian speakers, only one
address, that by Rev. James W. Lee, D.D., recog-
nized the supreme place of the Holy Spirit in God's
plan. No other speaker discussed the subject at all.

It appears as though the leading minds connected
with that Parliament felt that the Holy Spirit does
not amount to much anyway. The Report of that
Parliament covers 1,582 large pages of rather small
print.

A book by Dr. Watson, of Liverpool (Ian
Maclaren), entitled "The Mind of the Master,"
deals, as its name imports, with the teachings of
Jesus Christ. There are 337 pages 'n the book, but
he does not give his readers as much as one whole
page on the teaching of Jesus concerning the Holy
Spirit, although Jesus put Him in the place of the
highest importance to His people.

A recent book by Rev. J. Gregory, of Edinburgh,
Scotland, on Puritanism, contains 390 pages. The
Puritans have stood out on the pages of history as
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araonff the most intense of those who have borne the
Christmn name. The book gives a very candid and
Hpparently full account of their general character
but Its author never speaks of the relation of Puri-
tanism to the Holy Spirit in any way whatever. He
never speaks as if he were aware that such a Person
exLsts. Hls name occurs only once in the book, and
tliat is in a quotation, the sentiments of which Mr
Gregory disapproves. The book proves that Puri-
tanism was as really a legal system as Romanism,
although not in the same manner. Thev the Puri
tans, lived by rigid rule or law. Paul s^iys, Gal. 5:
18: If ye be led of the Spirit ye are not under the

Volume after volume may be found on the .shelves
of religious libraries, containing .scores of published
sermons The man who publishes a sermon gener-
ally feels that the subject he discusses is very im-
portant toward the enrichment of religious thought
or the correction of Christian experience. In many
of these volumes not one sermon on the Spirit can
be found. And if in some of them one or two may
be discovered, they do not treat the subject as if
the preacher was as much at home in its treatment
as he appears to be on other themes. The Divine
Supremacy of the Indwelling Spirit in the believer's
heart is scarcely ever asserted in these discourses
so as to correspond with the teaching of Christ

'

When the Spirit is so ignored and slighted by
the prominent spokesmen of the churches, is it anv
Monder that Ilis absence should be so glaring a fact
as Dr. Maclaren sadly admits it to be?
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The writer of this book is not troubled with any
vagueness, indofiniteness or uncertainty of opinion
as to the Holy Spirit, such as is complained of by
the writers cited above. And there is no valid reason
for such unsatisfactory state ot mind in the case of
any Christian believer. For in that authenti rec-

ord of God's dealings with men that we call the
Bible, the evidence in the case is abundant and the
teaching not at all ambiguous.

The Spirit of God in Antediluvian Times.

Lookmg at the history of antediluvian days we
find the Spirit of God mentioned in the first sen-
tences .)f the narrative of Creation. "In the be-
ginning God created the heaven and the earth. And
the earth was waste and void ; and darkness was upon
the face of the ;Ieep: and the Spirit of God was
brooding upon the face of the waters." Gen 1: 1, 2.

It would appear that His work was to produce life

and order .ather than mere matter, and we have in

this record that which shows that God's highest
work is done by the Spirit, and creation cannot be
complete without His operation.

Again, when man had not only lapsed from orig-
inal perfection, but had sunk so morally low that
"every imagination of the tlwughts of his heart was
only evil continually," it is the Spirit that is said
to have acted on men's minds in order to cure them
of that apostasy. God says, "My Spirit shall not
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strive with man for ever, yet shall his days be anhundred and twenty years." Gen. 6:3. The brood

for t wa. exercised on insensate matter, but thes r.v.ng was not, for it was resisted Oy 'th^w ,1of fallen men. That resistance was a world-wide

2 H^-amst the Holy Ghost, and was followed by hnsignal and terrible retribution of the Deluj^e

The Spirit of (}od in i^BKAHAMic and Mosaic Times.

V^JTf^^'lT' '^ '"'"^ '""*""«« the Pharaoh ofEgypt found himself in an unprecedented predica-
ment. A strange dream had disturbed him, and

prTd'thV'"'
^"

'r^"*
^^^"^ Abraham/inLr

preted the dream, predicting seven years of plenty,
fo lowea by as many of famine. He also suggestedthe wisest course to be taken in the circumstances.

ti^lVTT^ ^^''''^' ^'*^ '^' ^^'^ th«t J««ephwas the fittes man m Egypt to manage the situa-
tion He exclaims, "Can we find such a man as
this IS m whom the Spirit of God is?" Mingling with
the Idolatry of the age there still was a^raSition-
ary belief m the Spirit of God, and that it was
possible for man to possess Him, and that the manwho possessed Him was thereby gifted with a higher
mtelligence than any other man possessed. Josephwas appointed cHef ruler of Egypt and was a grandand co„,piete success. So it always is with thosewno like him are inspired by God.
The Israelites were building a tent of meeting or
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tabernacle, for sacrificing in, as they were on the
march through the desert of Sinai. It was needful
that in its ornamenting and furnishing those forms
and colors that were identified in their minds with
Egyptian idolatry and sin, should not appear, but
every symbol and shape should agree with Jehovali's
will and thereby promote Israel's moral welfap'. So
(i()(l inspired Hezidcl hikI OholiMh for that work of
furnishing and ornamentation. The record is in Ex.,
35th chapter. It is by His Spirit that tfod lifts and
educates man away from lies and sen. ualism.
At an interesting point in Israel's march, seventy

elders are appointed to assist Moses in the govern-
ing of the nation. The Spirit came on them and
they "prophesied." This gave them p^-estige, and
indicated a divine authority in their words. They
prophesied only once, however, but IVIoses did so
continually. Num. 11 : 25.

A singular case is tiiat of Balaam, who spake ly

the Spirit of God although i ot of the chosen seed.

God is sovereign and choo.ses His agents to accom-
plish His own purposes. P .laam's prophecies were
valid and true because they were the utterances of
the true inspiration.

When Joshua was to take h's place as successor
to Moses, God's order to Moses was: "Take thee
Joshua the son of Nun, in whom is the Spirit, and lay
thy hand upon him." The fact that the Spirit was
in Joshua is the only reason given by God, why
that out of all Israel he should be chosen and ap-
pointed. Num. 27 : 18.
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The Spirit of God in the Times of the Judges
AND After

''The Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and
he b ew a trumpet; and Abi-e/er was gathered after
h.m. Judges 6: 34. This visit of the Spirit begins
tor Gideon a remarkably successful career as leader
ot God s people in the restoration of the true wor-
ship which had been displaced by the idolatry they
had adopted. That he did not maintain the high
evel of h,s earlier loyalty to God simply illustrates
the fact that God's spiritual favors to individuals
are forfeitable. He giveth the Spirit in fulness only
to those who obey Him. Acts 5 : 32
The Spirit of the Lord began ,!-. "to move

Samson in IMuhaneh dan between Zorah and Esh-

fih' '^l''u""
'^

=
^'- '^^'^ '"^^'''"^-^^ '^^ the putting

torth of his prodigious strength are mentioned in
the record, and in each case the Spirit of the Lordcame upon him to endow him for the effort
Kwig Saul was told by Samuel that "the Spirit

of the Lord shall come mightily upon thee, and
thou Shalt prophesy and be turned into another
man, which prediction was fulfilled. Samuel fur-
her told him. "Let it be when these signs come unto
inee that thou do as occasion serve thee for God is
with thee." Rules or limits are not needed by tho.sewho are filled with the Spirit of God They are
needed by all others. That Saul "fell from grace"
IS another case that shows that God never forcesman to be loyal. 1 Sam. 10:6.
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When because of Saul's disobedience the Spirit

departed from him, he "came mightily on David
from that day forward." Of that endowment David
was fully conscious, for some of his last words were,

"The Spirit spake by me and his word was upon
my tongue." 2 Sam. 23:2. And in sore dread of

Ilis possible leaving him, he prays in Psalm 51,

"Take not thy Holy Spirit from me." The writer

of 1 Chron. 28 : 12 states that David had the pattern

of all that he had designed for the temple by the

Spirit. 1 Sam. 16:13, 14.

The wonderful godliness of Elijah was attributed

by his servant and successor, Elisha, to th Spirit of

God, for at the translation of the former, Elisha asks

and receives a double portion of that Spirit. 2 Kings
2:9.

Isaiah avows, ch. 48: 17, "Now the Lord God hath
sent me and his Spirit," when he "bore messages to

Israel." And in the prophecy quoted by Jesus in

Nazareth, he gives as the reason for his own preach-

ing and that of the Messiah then future, this, "The
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me because the Lord
hath anointed me to preach," ch. 61:1. Speaking
in God's name of the Messiah, he says, "I have put
my Spirit upon him and he shall bring forth judg-

ment to the Gentiles," and again, "The Spirit of the

Lord shall rest upon him. the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the

spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord," ch.

11 : 2. That in consequence of the Spirit of the

Lord resting on the Messiah, he should bring forth

I
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in nerH .
"' "^''* ^^'^^''^'f *« ^^e Gentiles, i.

PnrnI ^T'"^ ^''^ ^^'^ ^^'"^
'« ^-^rk alwaysFor national boundaries and racial distinctions are

him'^n^'
\'"' '' *'' ^'^'''*''' P^'^^"^! «»"tact withh.m and act.on toward him. The Spirit "lifted him

"Li . ' f/^'
^^ = ^' "*°°J^ him up/' 11:24-

fell upon h,m," 11:5. Was it not beeau e He wasBO emphatic a reality with him. that he saw «oclearly as he did the true order of the Gospel sla-tion process, wh.ch he prophetically describes in 2.36? He ,s lookmg toward our dispensation, and he

whthW-
'""

f .*'^ cleansing of consciencewhich forgiveness of sins produces, and then the new

Swell rif ' '""'i'"'''''
*^^ '''' °^ '^^ spi^rt:dwell m that new heart, which completion of the

It IS Ezekiel, too. that had the vision of the vallevof dry bones. He says, "The hand of the Lord wasupon me and carried me out in the Spirit of The

oftneT' ^Th"^ 'r""
^" ''' ^^"^^ ''^' -s fu"

eves ,. d cL ^t"''7'''
reorganized before hiseyes, a,id God says to them, "I will put my Soiritin you, and ye shall live," ch. 37.

^
Micah the prophet, says of himself, ch. 3- 8 "But

unr/M-"'^"" '•" *^^ ^P''-^* «^ ««d to decile

15 26 16 l1
"^"^^ "/^' ^P'"* ^* t'-"**^' J«hn 14: 17,

9 '± \'\l'
^°*^ ^''*' *h" «P^"t of utterance Acts2:4, and Micah as inspired by Him could not bu
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speak plainly of what he saw of Israel's sin. His

inspiration impelled him to a testimony of the same
kind as that of John the Baptist, in an after age, and

of Jesus Christ himself, a faithful protest in the

name and by the power of God against the apostasies

of the people of God. It needed courage and wis-

dom of the highest kind to bear such a testimony,

but these are never lacking in men who are filled

with the Spirit of God.

Zechariah. as he contemplated the second temple,

as yet unfinished, but very near to completion, says

of the enterprise, "Not by might, nor by power, but

by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." No glory to

man with him, but all glory to God who had in-

spired Zerubbabel for the work He had appointed

him to do.

IIow manifold and various were the ways in which
the Spirit of God touched and ennobled men in the

pre-Christian ages! He gave wisdom more than
human to Joseph, Joshua, Saul and David. He gave
artistic ingenuity to Bezalel and Oholiab, muscular
might to Samson, predictive power to Isaiah, Jere-

miah and Ezekiel. moral courage and spiritual il-

lumination to Micah, and architectural skill to

Zerubbabel. Even in that preparatory twilight and
imperfect dispensation of types and shadows, men
were divi^ °ly empowered for many forms of effort

to the achie 'ement of such results as showed the
hand of God. The Spirit was a personality, distinct

from His agents, working through them so that the
work these men did was really the work of God.
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When John the Baptist in the uudnt of hi« fervid
exhortationi, to repentance and righteousne«« de-

wmMh"""""*u"""-" '••"* '^' coming MessiahHould hapr,^e w.th the Holy Spirit, those intelligentJews who received his testimony, might well per-
ceive that a great, mighty and unprecedented ex-
tension of divine bounty was about to come to Uod's
people. John bapti/ed with water every one with-out exception who in the temper of repentance came.him .or baptism. It was rea.sonable to expect
that Jesus would admini.ster His bapti.sm as freelv
as John had admini.stered his. And yet now, afte'r
the Hbundant pouring forth in the founding of the
Church, a pouring forth that va.stly enlarged the
contact of Ood with men. the popular thought I
the Church of to-day is that the Spirit's work is con
fined to the rendering some .-ny-sterious aid to tho.sewho preach, occasionally prompting to some extra-
ordmary religious enterprise, in which as in a
miracle the hand of God is .seen by those who have
a taste for the wonderful.

Prophecies op the Spirit's Epochal Coming.

These are found in Isa. 44:3, Jer. -U : 33 Ezek
36:27. and Joel 2:28, 29. "For I will pour^ water
on him that is thirsty and streams upon the dry
ground. I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed and
ray blessmg upon thine oftspring. I will put my lawm their inward parts, and in their heart will I write
It, and they shall all know me from the least of them
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unto th3 greatest of them, saith the Lord. I will put
my Spirit within you and cause you to walk in my
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and do
them. And it shall come to pass afterward that I

will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons
and your daughters shall prophosy. your old men
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see
visions, and also upon the servants and upon the
handmaidens in those days will I pour ut my
Spirit."

In view of those niagnificont predictions, is it not
evident that wha. was iiidivichml. special, tempor-
ary and local in the times when these prophecies
were uttered, was to he general, free, perpetual and
world-wide in the times of their fulfilment? And,
as the unprecedented doings of God in the mani-
iestation of the Christ have become fact, the out-

poured Spirit has now material to use which is much
grander in quality and greater in quantity than He
had in the pre-Christian ages; His influence on
human welfare must be vastly increased. See also

the end that is now in view : the extension and est.".b-

lishment of the Kingdom of God in all the earth
Not saving the people of an Egypt from starvatic »

merely, not the oniamenting of a desert tenc, not
carrying away the gates of a Gaza to a hill, not oven
building a new temple in Jerusalem, but saving the

uncounted billions of the w^orld from moral and
eternal perdition.

We are nov prepared to consider:

2
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The Spirit op God in New Testament Times.

thP^!' V^^'^^T'^f
"""' "^ ""'^ "''^•'^ '^ '•'"htly called

n ,^7,?f
"™^"* "^ ""'• I^»'-^l and Saviour Jesus

Chnst. If Jesus Christ had not appeared the bookwould never have existed. All its peculiar value
comes from the information that it gives about Him
and Its witness to His pre-eminence as the great
Saviour, Teacher, and Judge of mankind. It be-
hooves us therefore to exhibit from its pages,
What the Spirit op God was and is to Jesus Christ

Matt. 1: 18 to 21, "Now the birth of Jesus Christwas on this wise: When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together shewas found with child of the Holy Ghost. And Joseph
her husband being a righteous man, and not willing,
to make her a public example, was minded to put

^177 y!"?!'^^- ^''' ^^^^ ^' th^'^^ht on these
thmgs, behold an angel of the Lord appeared untohim m a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David
fear not to take to thee Mary thy wife, for thatwhich IS conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And
she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call hisname Jesus, for it is he that shall save his people
from their sins." Luke tells of an interview of the
angel Gabriel with Mary, when Gabriel said- "TheHoly Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of
the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also
that which is to be born shall be called Holy, the
Son of God.

'
Luke 1 : 35. Chapter 2 : 7 tells us that

she brought forth her firstborn son." Matt. 1:25
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says, "She brought forth a son and he called his
name Jesus." From all this we see that the human
nature and person of Jesus was produced by the
Holy Ghost. If there had been no Holy Ghost there
could have been no Incarnation of God, no man
Jesus, no God manifest in the flesh.

The first person outside of His reputed parents
that recognized the infant Jesus as the promised
Messiah appears to have been Simeon, of whom it is

recorded in Luke 2 : 25 to 27 : "The Holy Spirit was
upon him. And it had been revealed unto him by
the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before
he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came in the
Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought
in the child Jesus, that they might do concerning him
after the custom of the law, then he received him
into his arms and blessed God and said. Now lettest
thou thy servant depart, O Lord, according to thy
word, in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salva-
tion." Simeon was in the Spirit and he could make
no mistake among the infants that were presented.
The learned class, the priests and scribes, were not
there to recognize and receive Him. They appear to
have ignored His parentage and His birth, and when
He grew up they rejected His testimony, and put Him
to death. They were not in the Spirit. But those
who are in the Spirit always recognize the Christ
from among all presumed rivals. John 10 : 5-14.

He who identified the adult man Jesus as the
Messiah is reported by John the Evangelist. 1st
chapter, thus: "On the morrow John (the Baptist)
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seeth Jesus coming unto him and saith, Behold the
Lamb of God which taketh away the gin of the
world. I have seen and have borne witness that this
IS the Son of God." Of this John the Baptist it is
said, Luke 1:15, "He shall be filled with the Holy
Ghost even from his mother's womb." How thst
unprecedented inspiration came to pass mav be
learned by the reading of the paragraph that begins
with verse 39. The herald and forerunner 6t the
King Messiah must needs be filled with the Holy
Ghost, that he like Simeon may be secured against
making any mistake i nong the crowds that came
t.) his baptism. Frorii the first beginnings of this
glorious dispensation in which we live, the Spirit is
present that man may not lose the Christ, and thp
Second and the Third of the Divine Three are never
separated in their manifestations for human salva-
tion.

This opens the way to look at the baptism of
Jesus, which took place at the time of John's bear-
ing witness as noticed above. Why was it that Jesus,
although conceived of the Holy Ghost, and having
lived a spotless life, and now being thirty years
old, was not fully qualified to take His place before
men as the ^lessiah? The men of former ages that
were anointed for special work, had that work out-
lined before their minds previous to their anointing.
Christ's work was outlined for Him by the angel
that spoke to His reputed father, by Simeon and by
John the Baptist. But the work of the men
alluded to above was not by them attempted until
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after they had been anointed for it. So Jesus neither

preached nor wrought miracles until after the Holy
Spirit descended upon Ilim. This descent of the

Spirit is in Acts 10: 38 called an anointing by Peter,

and it was that anointing that added the title Christ

to Ilis name Jesus. Had there been no Holy Ghost

:[ there had been no man Jesus. Had not the same
Holy Ghost come \\\nm Him, and abode. \vh n Jesus

., was a man, there had been no Christ.

I Luke informs us. Acts 1 : 2, that Jesus gave com-

I mandment to the apo.stles whom He had chosen
throng' the Holy Ghost. Jesus himself states. Matt.

12:28, that He cast out devils by the Spirit of God.
and the author of the EpLstle to th. Hebrews says,

ch. 9: 14, "How much more shall the blood of Christ

who through the Eternal Spirit offered •himself

without blemish unto God. cleanse your conscience

from dead works." The atonement made by His
death as well as the works of His previous life was
made through the Spirit. Everything of Him that
was peculiar to Him.self was through the Holy Ghost.
They are never disunited in the relations of God to

man.

The true Godhood of the Spirit is evinced by tiie

terrible finality of the sin against the Holy Ghost.
See Malt. 12: 31, 32, Mark 3: 28, Luke 12: 10. This
shows that at the time when Jesus uttered those

words, the Holy Spirit was of greater importance
than tlu Incarnate God. The Godhood of the Spirit is

shown ,dso by the association of His name with those

of ihe Father and the Son in the formula of water
baptism as given by Jesus himself. Matt. 28 : 19.
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Jesus, in John 16: 7, tells His disciples that He is
going away from their sight in order that the Spirit
would come to act in His place. It would not be wise
for Jesus to remain as a visible person after the
Spirit came, for then there would be a rivalry of
leadership between the visible and the invisible
guides. It is absurd to think that Jesus would re-
tire in favor of one inferior to Himself. The Baptist
retired in favor of Jesus, because Jesus was so super-
ior to himself. "He," said he, "m-st increase, but
I must decrease." John 3:30.

In Acts 5:3, 4, it is definitely shown that when
Ananias and Sapphira lixl to the Holy Ghost, thev
lied to God.

What the Spi.-it op God is to Believers; the
Words of Christ Himself.

It would appear that one of the great reasons why
the model and pioneer man Jesus was filled with the
Holy Ghost VIS that He mi-ht be the medium and
agent through whom the Holy Ghost should come
to the whole human family. John the Baptist whom these thin^rs could make no mistakes, appears to
have thoufjht that Christ's relation to the Holy Ghost
was His greatest distinction. Every one of the four
evangelists reords how he said that Jesus would
baptize with the Holy Ghost, and only one of them
tells what John said as to His relation to the sin of
the world. Before He could use that prerogative of
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baptizing with the Spirit, He must needs live Ilis

life befoH! the Jews, die the death that lie died, rise

again and aseend to His Fatiier. Whatever, therefore,

lie said as to what the Spirit would he to the be-

liever was prophetic of benefits then future. His
words of promise; may be found in John 14th, 15th

and 16th chapters, in Luke 24:40, Acts 1:8. and
John 7 : 38, :}!>.

These are not tl. words of one of the prophets,

but of Him to whom all the prophets give witness.

They are not words of one of the apostles, they are

the words of Him whose commission gave to the

apostles all the special authority they claimed or

wielded. They are the words of Him to whom, and
to no one} else, all authority has been given in he?iven

and on earth, in whom dwelt all the fulness of the

Godhead bodily, and to whon^ all angels and glori-

fied saints in heaven bow, because he is King of kings

and Lord of lords. He is head over all things to

His church, for He has purchased, washed and sanc-

tified it to Himself. It was of Him that the Father
.spake in the presence of Moses, Eli.jah, Peter, James
and John, saying. "This is my beloved son, hear ye
him." He is llim.self the Word of God, John 1 : 1-14.

And of His own word He says." The wor ' that I have
spoken, the .same shall .judge men at • 'ast day."
John 12:48. Such finality of auth is never
attached to the words of any, even of lae men who
are believed to have been inspired by God.
And they are words that were uttered to His

choicest friends, and have in them the solemnity,
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pathos and weight of last words, for they were
spoken with the shadow of the cross on His heart,
and with the knowledge of the momentous issues for
Himself, for them and for the world that depended
on the events of the very near future.

In comparison with many even of His own words,
they are beautifully free from ambiguity, indefinite-
ness, or indirectness of any kind. There is in them
no allegory or hyperbole and the least possible of
metaphoi. We do not find in them the gorgeous
orientalism that characterises some parts of the Old
Testament. The strange figures and images of the
prophets are absent. The subject was so unique in
its immense importance to all the world and all the
ages, that His words become divinely simple, positive,
categorical, and in the highest degree oracular. It
is the Second of the Divine Trinity giving intelli-
gence such as He alone could give, of what the
Third would be to all who received Him, throughout
all the future years.

These words were uttered some fifty or fifty-one
days prior to the epochal event toward which they
pointed. That epochal event began an era in which
God's dealings with man took on a much grander
although simpler form than ever before. They were
intended to enable the disciples to understand the
epoch and to enter fully into the glories of
the era. It is the manager of that epoch, the Person
who is the central glory of that era who thus pro-
spectively unfolds its unique beauty, and furnishes
the glass through which its grandeur may be seen.
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By these words it will be seen how Jesus made
much greater effort to reveal the Holy Spirit and j

explain the meaning of His coming than He did 10

explain the meaning of His own death. His allu-

sions to the vicarious character of His death seem
more like suggestions than revealings. To tell the

meaning of His death He left to Him who "teacheth
all things, who guides into all the truth and who
takes of mine and declares it " unto the believer.

Scores of divines who never were filled with the

Holy Ghost, and, therefore. Iiad the "Hesh" in them
not completely overcome, have tried to form a
satisfactory theory of the atonement. We are now
in the twentieth century of Christian thought and
development, and such a theory is not yet discovered.

Christ's teaching of the Holy Spirit, although very
brief, is comprehensive and not fragmentary, is de-

liberate and not incidental, and as literal as the
nature of the subject allows it to be. We begin
our comment with what is found in John 14: 16. To
His eleven faithful disciples who had become sad
because He had spoken of leaving them soon, He
said:

"I will pray the Father and he shall send you
another Paraclete that he may be with you forever
even the Spirit of Truth."

We have written the word Paraclete instead of
Comforter, because with Campbell Morgan, and many
others, we think it would have been better if it had
not been translated, as no one English word repre-
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sents its full meaning. Certainly the word Comforter
is not broad enough to express all that lie is to those
who receive Ilim. He was to come as the Father's
response to a defiuite prayer offered by Jesus the
Son. This fact constitutes one of the ties which bind
the Son and the Spirit tof^ether, as they are always
conjoined in the processes of hinnaii salvation. The
Spirit, althouf^h truly divine, is the F.itlier's gift iti

answer to the Sou 's prayer.

Paul in his Epistle to the Galatiaus appears to
connect the gift of the Spirit with the crucifixion
tragedy as a direct effect from its proper cause.
Chap. 3:13, 14 gives us this: "Christ redeemed us
from the curse of the law. having become a curse
for us, for it is written. Cursed is every one that
hangeth on a tree, that upon the Gentiles might come
the blessing of Abraham in Christ Jesus, that we
might receive the promise of the Spirit through
faith." But that "blessing of Abraham" was ju.sti-

fication and that only. See verse 6 and Rom. 4 : 3,
9, 22. The curse of the broken law being removed
justification is possible and is received by faith. Rora.
;")

:
1. This passage in Galatians corresponds with the

fact that the Spirit was poured forth after the atone-
ment had been made on the cro.ss. That atonement
character of Christ's death had also been ratified by
the resurrection and ascension of the Atoner. If He
had failed at any one point in his peculiar work. His
prayer for the Spirit wonld have been useless, if it

were ever offered. It was. therefore, needful that
He should perform the whole series of mediatorial



WHAT MEANETH THIS? 27

acts successfully, in order that the Spirit might be
given in answer to His petition. In the words we
are now looking at, Christ connects the Spirit's com-
ing with His own prayer for Him, as the cause, and
with nothing else, and we accept His words as in-

fallibly true and sufficient. He had been long enough
among men to see how the Baptist and Himself
differed from the best of those who had not been
filled with the Spirit, and the great need of human
nature thus exhibited and accentuated, prompted the

wish that His brethren might be endowed as the

Baptist and Himself had been. Note that the Spirit

in the passage in Galatians, is not the Spirit in the
partial measure enjoyed previous to the Pentecostal

outpouring, but the Spirit as He had been promised.
We have quoted that promise as given in prophetic
predictions on pages 16 and 17. The Spirit as thus
promised was not given in measures or degrees, but
in fulness. Acts 2:4, 4:8, 7 : 55. 9:17, Eph. 5 : 18.

It is evident that in Paul's mind this gift of the
Spirit is the grand finality of blessing for man, in

relation to which, as well as in the bestowment of
remission of sins, all are on common ground of
possibility and privilege.

The fact that Jesus only could be successful in

asking for .so divine a gift, is not the least of those
relations to human redemption in which He alone
was qualified to act. It lifts Him immeasurably
above other men and even angels, "high over all,

in hell, or earth, or sky."
This Paraclete. Jesus says, is to be "with you
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forever." He cannot be betrayed into the hands of
His enemies. He will not be crucined. There is to
be no dying in His career. And the need that. He
so fully supplies will always appear among men, for
it is a defect in human nature that no evolution can
remedy. This promise guarantees that in undimin-
ished power and divine virtue He shall continue
while men and women are on earth doing battle with
sin. He shall never be beyond the reach of those
who need Him, no, not to the end of time.

"Whom the world cannot rccdvr, for it bcholdctk
him, not, irrither knoweth him: i/e know him, for he
abideth with you, and shall be in you."

Although no organ of knowledge pos-sessed by
those whom He calls "the world" will bring to their
minds any true knowing of Him, yet He was to be so
closely identified with believers as to be in them, a
living, real personality. The disciples knew of the
Spirit, for He had spoken through them when they
preached the kingdom of heaven as at hand. They
saw the effect of the Spirit In His fulness, in the
characters of the Baptist and their Master. Thus
they knew Him to such a degree that when He came
upon themselves in His fulness He was not as a
stranger to them.

The indwelling promised by these words makes
all the difference between the pre-Penteeostal and
the post-Pentecostal hemispheres of blessing. In the
dispensation before the advent of the Christ, the
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general aspect of divine action toward man might

be described as God for us. In the short transitional

dispensation covered by the life of Jesus, it was
Immannel God ui'.h us. But the promise now before

our thought Heciin's God in us to every believer.

That indwelling makes possible all the endowments
and enrichments, which appear in the further pro-

mises contained in this discourse, and some other

sayings of Christ. The vcilh experience was great

blessing, t n experience is perfect moral victory.

"But the Paraclftc, even the Holy Spirit whom the

I'uthrr will srnd in nvj rntnc, He shall teach you all

things and bring to your rrnuntbrancc all that I said

unto you."

Many dread the absoluteness of this double pro-

mise, and would so explain it away as really to

negative the "all," especially in the phrase "teach
yo all things." When we remember who the men
weie to whom those words were addressed, and the

work they were destined to do, we can understand
what the "all" includes, and how its meaning is

conditioned. Its universality on the one hand, and
its limitations on the other, are similar to what
appertains to the "all" in Rom. 8.28, where Paul
says, "To them that love God all things work
together for good"—all things that happen to them,
and in Phil. 4: 13. "I can do all things through him
that strengtheneth me"—all things that God re-

quires me to do. It may be remembered that Jesus
Hinself had said, "All things are possible to him
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that believeth," on a previous occanion. He that
believeth becomes united to Christ as the branch is

united to the vine, and go sharps in the wisdom and
power that is in Chri«t Himself that he makes no
wild mistakes in attempting wliat is inherently im-
possible on the one hand, neither does he fail on the
other through the cowardice of unbelief.
The teaching that is here promised is a way of

causing the pupil to know that is absolutely pe-
culiar to the Spirit of God. He communicates truth
directly to the mind, thereby giving a sense of cer-
tainty that satisfies because it is Divine. "It is

written in the prophets, and they shall be all taught
of God." Isa. 54:13. And the context describing
the situation indicates that the teaching is direct.
We cannot be persuaded that God taught men
directly in the pre-Christian ages, as He certainly
did. in orr* > prepare for a state of things in
which there should be no learning of Him, except
what might come from the rulers of an ecclesiastical
organization or the thinkers of metaphysical dogma.
In these words of promise Jesus says nothing of l •

book or of any human teacher. At that time the only
book that could make valid claim to contain the
teaching of God was that which is now called the
Old Testament of our Bible. But it was in very
few hands, and most of these were the hands of
"Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites," who would ex-
pound it in the most anti-Christian sense possible.
And even when read by a lover of truth, it would
be found that God's messages therein contained



WHAT MU.WETll THIS? 31

W('n» given to special individuals in the far back
patriarchal age. or else to the iBraelitish nation, a
peculiar people, living in on. country, with Levitical
laws and institutions pressing on their lives, and so
th(»se tfiichings do not Ht a pt'ople who are expected
to live up to "the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ." The grandest and the sweetest
things in Old Testament teaching are found in its

predictions of tht- spiritual richness of the dispensa-
tion on which the disciples were about to enter. He
who littered these words had, '

1 the Sermon on the
Mount, claimed superiority to ' teachers that were
before Ilini. In this promise of the Paraclete as a
Teacher, it is implied and involved that although
from that higher level of intelligence and authority
He had been teaching them for three years, yet that
teaching was not final and complete, and that they
should need, and they should be supplied with, a
Teacher whose teaching would be all that they
would need from hour to hour. When this Teacher
came to them, according to this promise. He taught
the significance of all that had entered into the
career of the Christ, who had not appeared when the
latest of the Old Testament Scriptures were written
and whose redeeming work wac far from being
finished when He uttt -ed this promise. That the
disciples greatly needed such a Teacher is evident
from what is recorded in the first chapter of the
Acts, their materialistic view of the kingdom of
God. and their attempt to learn the will of God by
casting lots. The ancient oracles were necessarily
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insufficient and unsuited to give the kind of truth
that witnessing to Christ required. Would a teacher
of astronomy in these days recommend to his pupils
the earnest and consta^-t study of the Ptolemaic
system? Men who teach chemical or electrical

science now, say that books written on these sub-
jects farther back than ten years ago, are now of
no use. The Old Testament as a teacher of God's
best for man is out of date.

But can we not learn many grand, moral lessons
from its pages, especially from the character of its

prominent personages? Undoubtedly we can, and
such studies make Old Testament literature the most
profitable of all literature except that of the New
Testament. But the mission that presses on every
Chriftian believer is not to search for moral lessons
in ancient literature, and to spend time and energy

teaching them, but to -proclaim, and to press upon
iS fellowmen the mighty grace of the One who is

"able to save to the uttermost all who come to God
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession
for them."

That the teaching of the Spirit was a familiar
fact in Paul's time is evident from 1 Cor. 2:9, 10:
"Things which eye saw not, and ear heard not, and
which entered not into the heart of man, whatso-
ever things God prepared for them that love him,
but unto us God revealed them through the Spirit,
for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God." That this experience was common
in the apostolic age is certain from the matter of
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course way that John speaks of it in his first epistle
chap. 2:20-27. "But ye have an unction from the
Holy One and ye kn( -v all things. And as for you
the anointing y- roeeivcd of him abideth in you,
and ye need not that any on- .each you, but as his'
anointing teacht.Ji you crnt rning all things, and
IS true and is no i.t. a^iJ wei as it hath taught you
ye abide in him."

This teaching of the Spirit is independent of all
the limitation and arrangements of man. All grades
of culture, all varieties of nationality, sex, climate
or language are welcome to its benefits. It may be
enjoyed by emperors, millionaires, peasants, pau-
pers, philosophers. Crusoes. bond or free, '*

in the
void waste or in the city full."

"And bring to your remembrance all thai I said
unto you.

The Spirit of God in the soul attracts, intensifies,
and arranges all the peculiarly Christian truths
that have been lodged there, and makes them potent
for His purpose. Do the pulpit artists who depend
on a written document before their physical eves
for their ideas, believe this promise of the Master?
If It is the Gcspol, and that only, that thov mean
to set forth, they have full right to the fulfilment
of this promise. If it is something that is not
gospel, then the manuscript may be needed.
This promise of divine invigoration of memory is

only said to apply to Christ's own words. This is
3
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another fact that shows the intensely intimate union
of the Spirit and the Son. The words that fell from
the lips of Jesus expressed the thoughts of Jehovah
unmodified by any bias, and undiluted by any
weakness resulting from depravity. Jesus, because
of His divine conception, was entirely free from
such defects, and was, therefore, fit to speak such

thoughts of God as none ever before Him spoke.

Having been also filled with the Holy Spirit, His
fitness to speak the thoughts of God was enlarged
and intensified. It is His words only that the

Spirit is promised to bring to the remembrance of

believers. And no other words are so worthy to be
used by the Spirit for they are the words of the

Saviour of men.

The terms in which these t\\^ promises of teach-

ing and of aiding the memory are expressed, show
how the Incarnation of God needs the Spirit of God
to make men realise its meaning, its demands, and its

blessing.

"When the Paraclete is come, whom I will send
unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth

which provecffcth from the Father, he shall bear wit-

ness of me,''

Already the disciples know that the Spirit is to

make the words of Christ luminous and living to

them, and also to be their teacher of things beyond
the plane of human teaching, now they hear that

the absence of Christ from material visibility is to

be relieved by a consciousness of His presence in
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spiritual fact and form. This is a secret of the
secrets, the most sacred of spiritual miracles. This
is what gladdened and strengthened Paul at Corinth.
"And the Lord said unto Paul in the night by a
vision, Be not afraid, but .speak and hold not thy
peace, for I am with thee, and no man shall set on
thee, to harm thee, for I have much people in this
city." Acts 18:9, 10. And in Jerusalem, after his
defence made on the castle stairs to the excited
mob, and also in presence of the Jewish council,
"the night following the Lord stood by him ani
said, Be of good cheer, for as thou hast testified
concerning me at Jerusalem, so must thou bear wit-
ness also at Rome." Acts 23 : 11. And the history of
the true church of Christ since Paul 's day is bright
with many a., instance, even araong.st the humble-
minded and obscure, of the appearance to them of
Christ in person, annihilating all doubt forever, and
giving to the beholder a sense of certainty that is

absolute. Such appearances illuminate and' accentu-
ate the promi.se r' ^t. 28 : 20, "Lo, I am with you
alway, even untc nd of the world." It was
when John was "i uie Spirit on the Lord's day."
that he was favored with that vision of the glorified
Jesus, that is described in Revelation, chap. 1. Out-
side of vision possibilities, the outcome of the Spirit's
indwelling is "the mystery wliieh was hid from ages
and generations, which is Christ in you the hope
of glory whom we preach." Col. 1: 26, 27.

The longer passage in the sixteenth chapter adds
a revelation of what the Spirit would ],l- to the
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world, and also gathers up and repeats the ideas
already communicated, in somewhat different form.
There are also some new ideas. It covers nine verses,
beginning with the seventh. His words are:

"Xevn-ihdcss I trll you the truth. It is expedient
for you tliat I go away, for if I go not away the
Paraclete will not come unto yon, but if I go I will
send him unto you. And he when he is come tvill

convict the world in respect of sin, and of right-
eousness and of judgment, of sin because they believe
not on me, of righteousness hecause I go unto the
Father and ye behold me uo .-•«. c/ judgment be-

cause the prince of this world I., n been judged. I
have many things to say unto you, hut ye cannot
bear them now. Howbeit when He the Spirit of
Truth is come he will guide you unto all the truth,

for he shall not speak from himself, hut whatsoever
he shall hear that shall he speak, and he shall declare
unto you the things that are to come. He shall glor-

ify me, for he shall take of mine and shall declare it

unto you. All things whatsoever the Father hath are

mine, therefore sa^d I that he takcth of mine and shall

declare it unto you."

The promises of this passage begin with the de-
finite assertion that it would be better for them
that He should leave them. As an intense affection
and respect toward Him had been growing during
all the time of their intercourse, it was difficult for
them to fully realize this. For they were not yet
fully possessed of their mission to convert the world.
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The ideas their Master gave them were prophetic,
and prophecy is never really appreciated and under-
stood until it is fulfillec. Now He tells them that
not only were they to be prepared by the Spirit for
their mission to the world, but by the same Spirit
the world is to be prepared to receive their mission.
This would create wonder and provoke thought and
expectation in them.

Conviction of being wrong must come to men be-
fore they will change their attitude to what is

right. So it is predicted that, "When he is como,
he will convict the world of sin because they believJ
not on me." That is precisely what is needed by
those who would preach Christ to the world. This
promise guaranteed that at the same time when the
Paraclete would come to them. He would come also
to the whole world of men—so Peter asserted. Acts
2:17. The reasons why His coming to them pro-
duced such unprecedented moral results in them
and not in the rest of the world, were first, the
conviction concerning Jesus was in them already;
second, they were in the temper of consecration and
obedience, and third, they had heard from the lips
of Jesus Himself the promises of His coming. So
they were completely prepared to receive Him in
fulnes.s when He came, and the rest of men were not.
The general neglect of the theology of the Spirit

by the churches is illustrated by the general ignor-
ing of the fact that the Spirit has been poured out
on "aU flesh." Acts 2:17. When the preacher
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recognizes the truth that the Spirit has been before
him, iu some way, preparing the hearer for the
message, his faith must receive a great reinforce-
ment. Another fact is that every person who is

filled with the Holy Ghost is thereby filled
with the Spirit of Christ, and whenever he
testifies of Christ, Christ is brought close to the
conscience of the hearer, and the contrast of the
perfect man with the unregenerate condition pro-
duces a keen sense of wrongness and sinfulness
which is intense conviction. The individual feels
that opposition to Christ is the greatest wickedness
possible, and the rejection of Him the sin that
swallows up all others. Jesus had taught a similar
truth Avhen He said of the Jewish authorities, "If
I had not done among them the works which none
other did, they had not had sin ; but now have they
both seen and hated both me and my Father "
John 15:24.

Campbell Morgan truly says: "With the coming
of the Spirit on all flesh sin had a new centre,
henceforth sin consists in the refusal to accept the
divine provision of healing and power. No longer
is the root sin that of impurity, or drunkenness, or
lust, or pride, or even law-breaking

; the root sin is
refusing to believe in Jesus. The Spirit declares that
the sin lies not in the fact of passion, but in the
refusal to let the Master master the passion." Tt
is he that having heard the divine gospel and be-
lieveth not, that is, refuseth to believe, that shall
be condemned. Mark 16 : 16.
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"He will convict the world of righteousness be-

cause I go to the P'ather and ye see me no more."
How? By Christ's leaving the earth and going to

the Father after He had finished the work the
Father had given Him to do, the Spirit could pro-
duce a conviction of Christ's perfect righteousness
throughout His whole -areer. While Jesus stayed
upon earth His incarni^te career was not perfected,
Luke 13 : 32, and that work of the Spirit could not
be done. Again, the radiant righteousness which
the pouring forth of the Spirit produced in the
lives of those who received Him would convict every
observer. For the standard of righteousness
erected by Jesus when He said, "Blessed are the
pure in heart," and, "Except your righteousness
shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and
Phari-sees ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom
of heaven," was realized then, and never until then.

Pentecostal believers exhibited complete godliness,

purity, truthfulness and philanthropy in their

righteousness. All this was salient fact in A.D. 57.

when Paul sent his second epistle to the Corinthians
enabling him to say: "Ye are our epistle, known
and read of all mon, being manifest that ye are an
epistle of Christ ministered by us. written not with
ink, but with the Spirit of the livinjj God." Thiis
was the world convicted of righteousness by the
pouring out of the Spirit of God.
"He will convict the world in respect of judgment

because the prince of this world has been judged."
Just before He began His public ministry, Jesus had
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His ascension to heaven and by the pouring forth of
the Spirit from heaven, His victory over the devil
was made complete, and it was demonstrated in view
of the inhabitants of the spiritual world that the
devil had been the actinj? author and inspiring
manager of the whole movement that led to the
crucifixion tragedy. Thus was the prince of this
world judged, and by being so thoroughly defeated,
thegreatest of Christ's enemies need be no longer a
cause of dread. The way was thereby cleared for
the bringmg back of the prodigal world to its right-
ful King and Father.

"I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye
cannot bear them now." Well did Jesus know how in
the future they would need fuller instruction, and
more complete guidance than He had been able to
give them while He was with them, because they
were not in a fit condition to receive, and the new
needs had not yet developed. Now the hour of His
removal from them was close at hand, and in full
view of what their future needs would be, He would
commit them to the care of the Paraclete in all things
bo He now reveals a further function that the
Paraclete was to fii], f.. Re says: " Howbeitwhen he, the Spirit of truth is come, he shall
Simle you into all tin- truth." This is the third
time in thus discourse that He calls the Para-
clete the Spirit of truth. Was not this rep-
tition m order to impress His disciples deeply w h
the fact that the real work of the Spirit, the tirst
and largest fact of His influence on men, is the de-

J
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truction of falsity by the revelution of reality! He
provides man with such truth as man's limited and
obtuse intelligence could never discover without His

inspiration.

It is the habit and the preroKntive of human reason

to go on observing, searching, and inquiring, and the

same Spirit who tenches directly when such teaching

is necessary, and who brings iip what of the past be-

longs to Christ, becomes also an infallible guide to

that reason in its investigations of what is not yet

fully understood. The mind of man is so limited,

dull and depraved that it cannot fully meet the

needs of the situation. "The heart is deceitful above

all things and desperately sick." says Jeremiah, ch.

17: 9, and in view of that sad fact his confession is,

"0 Lord, I know that the way of man is not in

himself, it is not in man that walketh to direct his

steps," -^b 10:23. "The carnal mind is enmity

agains* (fi. ," says Paul. Rom. 8:7. The carnal

mind is simply the human mind when it is not

dominated by the Spirit of God. and, therefore, its

leading is away from God's wil! always. All this

demonstrates the need for the Spirit's indwelling

and consequent guiding in every act of life. When
man is filled with the Spirit of God. who is the Spirit

of truth, his mind is rectified, clarified and elevated

so that error is detected and rejected spontaneously.

The Holy Spirit destroys that sympathy with sin

which is the constant consequence of depravity.

To suppose, as some da, that "all the truth" in

tiiis promise refers only to theological theory, such
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B8 Paul unfolded in his Epistle to the RomanH, or

what is found in the Epistle to the Hebrews, or to

the future fortunes of the church, such as the

Apocalypse of John is supposed to describe, is to

destroy the iniversality tnat is in the word "all."

And to assent that the expression does not cover the

whole of responsible life in its every act and con-

scious moment, is to deny its truth. For if the guid-

ance is in any way partial, who is to tell us in what
we are to be guided, and in what we are to be with-

out that guidance? The denial of complete guidance

may be expected from a darU-minded skeptic, but

not from one who believes in the immanence and the

paternal love of our God.

The word truth in this promise carries in it the

idea of correctness, as that quality may be attributed

to an arithmetical product or a geometrical shape,

also the idea of Tightness, or harmony with the

will of Cjd, and again, the quality of fitness, or

adaptation to the needs of one whose life-work is to

witness for Christ. The promise guarantees that the

witness shall not lack any benefit that absolute truth

affords.

For what purpose is a guide needed anywhere?
The enterprising tourist who e.ssays to ascend Mt.

Blanc, or to explore the JIamraoth cave of Kentucky,
will not be wise if he attempts the feat without the

companionship of a skilled and experienced guide.

He may have thoroughly studied the best maps and
guide books beforehand. But everything cannot be

put in a book or a map, and the unexpected often
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happens, and numberless are the possibilities of
choosing some p.»th that may lead to disaster and
death. The future of any life is entirely unknown
to the wisest of men. It is known to God only, but
to Him perfectly. It is. therefore, indispensablethat
we have the guiding He alone can furnish. That
guiding is promised in this saying of Christ.
When divine guidance is discussed the memory of

a Bible-reader is apt to recur to that splendid and
unique instance furnished by the march of Israel
from Egypt through the wilderness of Sinai t>
Canaan, The way.s by which God touched Israel
during that march were, first by Moses, as His
highest human agent. Then came the law spoken
by God from the top of Sinai, written by His finger
on stone, or by Moses on parchment, by His order.
There was also the system of sacrifice and the priest-
hood centring in the tabernacle. But above all was
the direct and personal guiding of God, by the con-
stant miracles of the manna, and the pillar that was
a cloud by day and a fire by night. God resided in
that pillar, and by it directed the march of the nation.
The guiding was God's own peculiar work, in which
no person or thing had any partnership. Moses him-
self was as much the .subject of that guidance as
any child of the millions of the nation.
For our guiding there is no visible localising of

God, and we need no visible miracle. For ours is the
dispensation of the Spirit, a fact asserted, with
authority, by the Master of the dispensation in His
conversations with Nicodemus and the woman of
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Samaria. Our aiding does not merge the individual

in the mass of the guided. It is primarily of the in-

dividual who may or may not be a unit of a nation

or a visible church. There is a visible church and a

tangible Bible, both of which are of great use and
importance. But above all, using or superst'ding

either or both as He sees fit, is the God of our life

on His throne in heaven, and also in the heart of

him who is filled with the Holy Ghost.

It is a misuse of words to call any book n guide.

A book may contain statements which represent facts

to the mind of the reader, thus furnishing matter
whose attributes and relations miiy be considered by
him. and a judgment formed as to the proper rela-

tion of the render to Iheni. Another rpiidcr of Inrircr

intelligence may view the same statements and form
a better judgment, and may communicate that judg-
ment to others. Such a person may he called a
guide. For a guide must be a person, not a thing.

Our guide is divine, and because divine, an infallible

guide. "If nny of you lacketh wisdom." .says James
1

: 5, 6, "let him ask of God who giveth to all liberally

and upbraideth not. and it shall be given him. But
let him ask in faith nothing doubting."

The Church, the Bible and the Spirit are not rivals

in the guiding of the individual believer. The
Church is simply an aggregate of individual believers,

to each one of whom individual divine guidance is

a privilege and may be a fact. The Bible is an
authentic record of how God guided and taught men
in past ages, and that constitutes much of its unique
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value to every age since the canon of Scripture was
completed and accepted. But the indwelling of the
Spirit 18 what we learn from the Bible to be the
privilege of all, and to be indispensable to the being
or a genuine believer.

No one of the Bible writers calls that book a
giMde or any part of it. Jesus never spoke of it as

t'hf^ /V'.^u'
^P'"*' ^"^ *^^ ^P^"' ^"•.V' that

the Son of God has revealed to be the divine guide

^rir^r^u'^'''^''-
^^^'^'' W««^«y '«^«d the Bible

and the Church most intensely, yet did he teach the
Aletnodists to sing:

" By thine unerring Spirit led,

We shall not i: the deewt stray;
We shall not full direcUon need.
Nor miss our providential way.

As far from danger as from fear,
While Love, almighty Love, is near."

If Christians are filled with the Spirit, will they
make no mistakes? The history of Christendom is
full of the fearful mistakes made by nominal
Christians who certainly were not filled with the
bpint Christian churches absorbing pagan lies
into their doctrinal .system and pagan rites into

eir vv.rship. Christian kings endeavoring to con-
vert pagans and heretics by the edge of the sword
or by the machines and prisons of the Inquisition!
Mistake of hundreds of millions who through more
than thirteen centuries have bowed their minds and
lives to the sway of the Papacy. Mistake of the
same hundreds of millions in accepting the fiction
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of Purgatory and the unthinkable absurdity of
Transubstantiation. The compulsory celibacy of the
Christian clergy, the hundreds of monastic institu-

tions in which thousands of inmates practice sense-
less asceticisms to the glory of God. The great
crazes of the Middle Ages, known as the Crusades,
which sent tens of thousands of Christians to the
Holy Land to wield the sword in the name of Him
who said, " My kingdom is not of this world: if my
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants
fight." And these Crusades were sanctioned and
endorsed by the highest church authority. Turning
to the churches which call themselves Reformed,
and boast that they are founded op the Bible and
on that alone, we find a fatalistic theology taught in
the name of onr heavenlv Father by learned pro-
fessors, and believed by many millions through two
or three centuries, which represented God as irresist-
ibly sweeping uncounted billions of his oflFspring into
eternal torments. And in the communities where
Biblical theology prevailed, witches were burned at
the stake, and persons were imprisoned and tortured
because they dissented from the teaching of certain
Christian dogmatists. In more modem times
human slavery, that "sum of all villainies." was not
only tolerated but sanctiontd by the men who con-
stituted the governing assemblies of Christian
churches. If these men had been filled with the
Holy Ghost they would have hated that abomination
intensely, and by the exertion of that power that He
gives, Luke 24:49, and Acts 1:8, would have
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of this glory which shines in the spirits of those
who in this latter day of privilege are the "called
according to his purpose."

"He shall declare unto you the things that are to

come." Notice that the universal word "all," is

not in this promise. For the sight of some things in

the future is not in all cases useful to man, but
teaching and guidance for the present is always
needed. But as the Spirit conferred predictire
power on the prophets of preceding ages, it would
be an anomalous and incredible reversal of the up-
ward growth of privilege, if this endowment were
entirely withheld from God's people in this, the
dispensation of fulness and fruition. It is given but
in limited range, for to see all the events of the
future is possible only to Omniscience. The "bowing
of some of the things that are future may sometimes
be useful in order that the guided one may adapt
his movements to his environment. And as such
revealings demonstrate the supernatural, they are
helpful to faith. Prediction was a restricted power
even with Jesus, for He said of events then future

:

"But of that day and hour knoweth no man, not
even the angels in heaven, neither the Son, but the
Father only." Matt. 24: 36. Yet did Jesus predict
His own death, and its preceding circumstances of
betrayal and mocking, in its form, the time spent in
the grave, and His resurrection. The directions He
gave about the beast on which He made His trium-
phal entry into Jerusalem, proved that He possessed
for some things the power of prediction. We have
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who was filled with the Spirit. He, the Spirit, is the
supreme and final theologian. His theologies are not
bound in cloth or leather, they are not sold by the
publisher, or piled on library shelves, or phrased in
the learned prelections of a "professor." He teaches
the believer the true theology of the Father and the
Son. To a crowd of unsympathetic Jews, Jesus said
I and my Father are one." in character, design

and act "He that hath seen me hath seen the
leather was His word to the inquiring Philip Henow asserts that the Spirit will make that mystery
of identity and duality a matter of consciousness
with the believer. The name of Father suggests and
stands for Providence, the Son's great work is Media-
tion irovidence and mediation are so interwoven
that neither can be properly appreciated apart from
the other. The Spirit is the Interpreter both of
Providence and Mediation to the individual believerm whom He dwells.

We turn now to the words of the same Jesus
which were uttered after His resurrection and
immediately preceding His ascension, Luke 24-49
reports Him as saying to His chosen disciples "when
he himself stood in the midst of them," ver 36 "And
behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you-
but tarry ye in the city until ye be clothed withpower from on high." It appears to have been inhe same interview that He said, as reported in Act-
^0, Ye shall be baptized with the Holv Ghost
not many days hence." Finally on the Mount of
Ascension, Ye shall receive power when the Holy

k
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Ghost 18 come upon you, and ye shall be ray wit-
nesses. This poweF which they were to receive is
purely spiritual, because it is of the Spirit, and it is
truly divme, because lie is the Spirit of God That
promise secured to them an ample supply of what
they needed more than anything else. For He had
commissioned them to engage in the most difficult
of a 1 enterprises, that of changing radically the
moral condition of men. Whoever has tried to
change the religious opinions of men will agree with
the opinion expressed above. But when such change
of opinion brings after it the complete surrender
of self, and the acceptance of a new and invisible
master of the soul, the difficulty is immensely in-
creased Their work, to disciple all nations re-

wnere. But this promise guaranteed the precisethmg required. Power is that which moves things
It was to be their work to move and remove from
the Jews their prejudices, and from the Gentiles their

Z7Z" T.t
P"'^'*^^'""^' «« «^ to bring both to -seethe hght of the knowledge of the glory of God in the

face of Jesus Chnst." The gifts promised in the pre-
crucifixion discourse would add to their moral powerby breaking mental fetters and dispelling moral
darkness, thereby giving them liberty, for libertv isa necessary condition of power with any being that
possesses a will. But this promise of power fn the
spiritual world is analogous to the intrinsic power ofhigh health m a man. This is an energy for. and animpulse to, aggressive action by which sin would be
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successfully assaulted. Christ's whole mission was
one of war against sin and sin's entails. These men
were to be His agents and representatives to continue
that war. They needed, therefore, to be clothed with
the same power as that with which He was clothed
by His anointing with the Holy Spirit at the time
of His baptism. They would have weapons to wield,
swords of the Spirit which He could not wifld, even
the facts on which the completed gospel is based,
and because the.se events had taken place, they would
do greater works than He had done. John 14 : 12.
The power promised was "from on high." It was the
Holy Ghost, and as it flowed out from them in their
witnessing, drove the truth in through crusts of
prejudice and lips all the way to the conscience of
the hearer, so arousing the spirit that the man felt
himself in the presence of God as never before.
No student of Paul's writing would for once think

that he held a lov opinion of the ideal system of
Christianity. And yet, see how he realized and
appreciated its power. He speaks as though that
power is the first necessity and its possession the
highest glory of the Gospel. Here is a catena of
passages: "God has not given us a spirit of fear, but
of powerr 2 Tim. 1 : 7. "False men have a form of
godliness but deny the power thereof," ch. 3 : 5. He
desires that the Ephesians may "know what is the
exceeding greatness of God's power to us who be-
lieve," Eph. 1: 19. For Christ, he declares, "is able
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think according to the power +hat worketh in us,"
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not lawful to imitate, Ex. 30:22-33. Those wko
attemptod to imitate it were to be cut off from God's
people. Thus was its exclusive s^credness guarded
by divine order. The oil for the spiritual anointiufj
of our dispensation cannot be imitated. The Mosaic
oil was a combination of the choicest ingredients
known to man. The oil for our anointing has in it
all the precious gifts that Jesus specified, including
the power that we have been considering. It comesot from the hands of the apothecary, it descends
from on high." It is never originated in any

earthly atmosphere, for it is exclusively divine Other
powers that might be put in competition with it are
developed, this power is bestowed and received
Other povers are natural, this power is supernatural."
All other powers may be used to the detriment of
man, this power can only be put forth for his benefit
.and It 18 the only power of which that can trulv be
said. It IS the only power by the use of which thekmgdom of God is extended among men It is re
ceived only by those whose consecration to God ib
complete.

To send forth the disciples to the enterprise of
converting the world without the power would be
like pending the boys of a city school to clear the
forests of the North American Pacific slope, armed
only with the toy axes of their juvenility, or to mar-
shal the invalids, cripples and mere convalescents
of a military hospital to storm the strongest citadel
of an enemy's fortifications.

^

This gift of power completes and crowns tho body
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biRotry in some and skepticism in otheni, are ex-
hibited in largest form in these years, in which the
pliancy of adolescence or the senility of old age
exert no modifying influence, Yet this sudden en-
trance of the Divine Spirit into their hearts com-
pletely conquered their natural depravity. Luke's
description is brief, but very graphic, becatise it is

so definite and decisive in its terms. *'They con-
tinued steadfastly in the apostles' teaching." That
teaching would be the echo of what their Master
tittered in the Sermon on the Mount and at other
times. "And fellowship." the fellowship flowing from
that love of one another that He had enjoined, and
that was now a joyful glow in all their hearts. "In
the breaking of bread," in memory of their Saviour's
death. "And the prayers," not the long prayers that
Pharisees made for show, but prayers that were
always in faith, and, of course, always answered, for
the Master had said, "Every one that asketh re-
ceiveth." And as they were offered to the Father
m the name of the Son, John 14: 13, 14, 16-23, 24, and
were suggested by the Spirit, John 14 : 26. Rom" 8 : 26.
they could not be careles.s. formal, liturgical or in-
definite. They thus fulfilled the first of the two great
commandments, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy
mind, and with all thy strenjrth."
"And all that believed were together and they

had all things common: and they sold their posses-
sions and goods, and parted them to all. according
as any man had need." Again, "And the multitude
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of them that believed were of one heart and houI-

Whin;" ''
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"'' *'"* -*^^^ "^" ^'^ thiwhich he ,OH,es«ed was his own. but they had allthm^j. cor,,rn<. And with great power Ue the

ZTrT: '-'' "' *'- -urreetion of the dJdand great
.

a.e . as upon them all. For neither was
" •> P them that laoked, for as manv as

'
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; lands or houses sold them "and
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'ostk ' feet and distribution was
' s any man had need."
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'Thou Shalt love thy neighbor
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Here th-n is exhibited Christian Perfection An IIts record ,s in every c-opy of the NW Testament
H.nc.e the book was first published. But protrona
^.oologians have generally avoided or ignored "Lm.;an,ng and signifi-anee. And eeelesia^tics havt
>"'lt up struetures of church government L if thinarrative of Penteeost an.l the promises of wl
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he church of Pente.«t was the f„lfiln.ent had nexis ence whatever. Thousands upon thousand
"

heological bo.>ks and paoiphlets have been wrTtteby Christian authors in which no noti-e h^IwH
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Uken of this srreat epochal aud immenaely significant
act of the triumphant Christ. Most Christian hooka
are largely speculative, hortatory, aspirational. en-
deavoring, with the author's best rhetorical abilities,
to present a theory of unrealized ideals. Often they
are the literary moan.s of those who "see from far a
beauteous light and inly sigh for iu repose." These
Jerusalem believers possessed the repose and very
much mor.'. and the beauteous light was all arourrl
them in noontide glory, Yes, they hud realized
Christian Perfection, and that not in anv wise the
result of semi-Pharisaic labor of years, years of go-
called self denial, and Ion ir-coii tinned euHure toward
a self-mad^ ideal; but the immediate const quence of
a sudden reception of God by IL jse who simply be-
lieved what His Son had promi.^ed. r-faurch of
Christ! you have believed in the culture that un-
healed and uninspired men have given to themselves
o.- to their llowraen, and you have slighted and
Ignored the magnificent, spiritual miracle that your
God wrought in A.D. 33, at Jerusalem, and is more
than ready to work to-day in every human heart!

Is there any valid n-ason why believer of to-day
should be poorer in expcriene . less clear in spiritual
knowledge, and less efficient in promoting the r-mn-
dom of God than those Pentecostal Christians were '

There is. none whatever There is no reason in h.

nature of God. His power and His lov. to ma can-
not change. This is true of Father, Son an*. Holy
Ghost. There is no rea.son in the natu^« . man.
The more eioseiy we l<K,k at facts, the n. >rv cert,;in
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It will appear that human nature is unchanj?ed as to
Its needs and in its possibilities of good and evil
There is no reason in God's plans, for the improve-
ment of the human race. The work that Jesus didwas done for all time and for all men, and His
promises, offers and conditions apply to the whole
dispensation that b.^ars Ilis name. He said that the
bpirit shall he with His people forever. He is there
fore, as powerful to purify and empower to-day asHe was m those days. Why is it that so few in these
days live up to the Pentee...stal .standard? Because
there are so few that are as earnest as the men of tho.se
day.s were. When men are intensely in earnest and
the truth IS vnthin their ivaeh, they jrn.sp it ea,'erlv.
they hold It fa.st, they live into it and thev reali;e
ite meaning quiekly. What is the crucial .;ecret of
the failure? It ,s in the lack of real consecration and
absolute 8ubmi.ssion to God. He who was God
"wm.test in the flesh spoke finality when He .said

Jt any man will come after me, let him deny him-

TuK Pen'tkcost.vl Gift .vxn KKoENER.^TION.
The spiritual change whieh the l>enteco.stal gift

producedJwjs by .s„me been identilie.l with thatwork of the Spirit that theologians call regeneration.
Such regeneration is n ba.sal fact in the change inman s relation to t.he Gospel that in evangelical com-
nuinit.es ,s ealled conversion. And some haveassumed that the Pentecostal change, becau.se it wasa work ot the Spirit, is the same thing as that con-^crsmn by whieh a man passes into the kingdom of
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God. That it included what is known as conversion
is certain, but it is equally certain that very, very
few cases of conversion in modern times develop or

illustrate a change so remarkable and complete as

that which became manifest in the lives of Pente-

costal believers. An examination of the facts in

the case will show that the opinion noted in the
former part of this paragraph is not correct.

Regeneration is the name given by theologians
to the New Birth, or Second Birth, or birth of the

Spirit which Jesus pressed on Nicodemus an an in-

dispen.sable necessity, in His conversation with him
as recorded in the third chapter of John's gospel.

Without this birth there can be no sight of, still less

entrance into, the kingdom of God. It does not
appear in the narrative that in this conversation
Jesus had in vi-'w the great spiritual change conse-
quent on the u».scent of the Spirit in His fulness.

As Nicodemus was a Phari ee, he would be so far
from sympathy with the highest ideas of Jesus tliiit

it is not probable tha* he would presei t such a
consiunmation before Ilim.

The change pressed on Nicodemus is called a birth,

and the fact of its being a birth rather than the
consequences of the birth was that which startled

and puzzled him. Now the gift of the Spirit as

predictetl by the prophets, and John the Baptist,

and promised b,v Jesus, and as actually bestowed,
is nowhere spoken of as a birth, nor in such words
as would convey the idea of a birth. If it were
a birth, it is strange that it is never .so described.

I'il

r•'I
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?oX lif r ''! ''"'P'^"*'' ^"^«*^'°^ additional

ipJ.
^'^'/^'""^y ^° them. Now. birth is the

gift of he Spint that came to Jesus at the time of

addre^r ^tV '""'^ '" ^'^^'°*'"^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ hi.

SDoCof h tT"'
""''' '^^''' «°d the anointing,spoken of by John as universal in the church of hist^me was unquestionably the same as what Paulmentions as universal in the church, 1 Cor 12-13Now, no one was anointed priest in Mosaic times*but one who was of the tribe of Levi and of the

rn^lld'""' ' *f^ «°^ ^ ^-"^ -hich hadbeen already specially consecrated to God andone who had been cleansed by a dh;ine"y
ppointed washing. And no one was anointed

to tLt'diinit';\; G^d" Tr'' ^^^^^^^^^

Pdi^r o ,^ ^y ^^^- ^'»sha was undoubt-

EnfahtT
™^^.^^f«'-« he was anointed byElijah to be a prophet in his place. Jesus was aperfectly pure man before He was anolZ. pTft^

'
All«d

''"' '"""'"^' «« ^^'d to His disciples,Already ye are clean." John 15:3. In chap

no all Fo^hT ^"^'^ ''''' "^' ^^ «^-° ^utnot all. For he knew him that should betray him •

therefore said he. Ye are not all clean." This proves
that a change equivalent to what is called in Ezekiel

ther^ T."''' T '°^ " "^^ «P'"* had come tothem. This IS what David praj 3d for in Ps. 51-2
7. 10. hut in verse 11 he contemplates an addiHonalendowment when ho prays. "Take not thv Holy
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Spirit from me." According fully with these facta
is the brief summary of the normal Christian experi-
ence of his times that Paul gives to Titus when he
says, "When the kindness of God our Saviour, and
his love toward man, appeared, not by works done in
righteousness, which we did ourselves, but according
to his mercy he saved us. through the washing of
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which
he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our
Saviour. "Titus 3 : 5, 6. It puts no strain on the latter
part of this passage to see in the expressions "wash-
ing of regeneration," and "renewing of the Holy
Ghost," two acts of God. Washing and renewing
are not identical operations, and it is remarkable
that the same Paul urged a renewing on the brethren
to whom he sent the message of Rom. 12:1, 2. The
renewing of this Titus passage took place when the
Holy Ghost was poured out " richly"—" abund-
antly " is the word in the Authorized Version—in
Pentecostal days. Paul could not forget the day
when Ananias laid his hand upon him and he was
"filled with the Holy Ghost." Acts 9: 17.
The eleven disciples who were already clean, as

we have seen, were still in need of a great something
that had not yet come to them. Hence the prayer
of Jesus to the Father, "Sanctify them in the truth-
thy word is truth. '

' John 17:17. The Father 's latest
word which was the promise of the Spirit in Hi.
fulness had been given them, but the fulfilment had
not yet come. When that fulfilment came they were
sanctified in that truth, for they became possessed
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of what was promised and they were committed to it.

In that way the Israelites were sanctified in the truth
that God spake by Moses to them.
That which was set before Nicodemus as a

necessity was an initial change and blessing. It was
truly a birth, and its result is always a child of God,
with a child's feebleness, innocence, immaturity and
dependence. That which camp at Jerusalem and
elsewhere after the ascension of Christ was fulness
of indwelling God, and its result was stalwart man-
hood in Christian life.

Christ is our Pattern, according to apostolic state-
ments. His own utterances indicate that wo are to
live on the same plane of free communion with God
as He did, and be able to show to the world the same
victory over sin that His life so triumphantly ex-
hibited. If that IS achieved by us, a similar action
of the Spirit must come to us as that whi'h came
to Him. Because He was conceived of the Holy
Ghost, and that conceiving was followed by His
birth, it may be truthfully said that He was born
of the Spirit. Matt. 1 : 21-25. Luke 1 : 35. 2 : 7. We
must be born of the same Spirit. John 3:5. Though
He lived untainted by sin during the years of His
youth, yet when He had grown to manhood He
realized the need of the baptism of the Holy Ghost.
If our lives are to be like His we must be baptized
with the Holy Ghost also. His personal purity of
character fitted Him to the needs of His Nazareth
hfe in those days of preparation and transition.
But He was destined to be the file-leader of the sons
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of God, the foremost of those whose mission 's to
bring the prodigal millions of humanity back to the
heart and the home of God. If we would take our
places in that company and be worthy followers of
our Leader, we must as children be born of the
Spirit, and as responsible adults be baptized with
the same Spirit.

Holiness and the Pentecostal Gift.

Wp come now to the question of a state of holiness
as an experience, the Higher Christian life, the
rest of faith, the full assurance, the rest from inbred
sin, the full salvation, the second blessing, the pure
heart, the perfect love, the entire sanctification

;

that has engaged such earnest in(juiry, called forth
so much earnest prayer, and withal, too, has pro-
voked much controversy in the churches. There
would have been little or no controversy on the
subject if seekers for light had placed themselves
beside Him who is the light of the world, and who
is Himself the Word of God. He settled that question
when He procured the Holy Spirit for His people, and
poored Him forth so richly that those who tarried
for Him were filled—filled with Him who teacheth
all things, guides into all the truth, and teaches
Clirist's ethics over again that the learner may live

them out, and if he finds him.self too weak to do so,

fills him with power. All this was lone eighteen
years before the first line of the New Testament was
written, and more than a century before it was com-
pleted. Why should the argument for holiness take
its central hold on the words of the servants instead

5

' I
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of the words and acts of the ^Alaster? He that is filled
with the Holy Ghost cannot but be himself holy All
the spiritual needs suggested by the descriptive
phrases found in the first lines of this paragraph, and
much more that those phrases do not suggest, are in
Him fully met and satisfied.

Those who have put before themselves as prizes
to be won, states or experience such as have been
described, and have not so consecrated and believed
as to become filled with the Spirit first of all, have
desired an efl-ect, while overlooking the divine cause
which alone cm produce the true effect. Being with-
out the tenching and guiding that the Spirit in the
fulness of His indwelling furnishes, their ideal.s will
in some way be wrong, and not what God desi-ns^e have no right to form such ideals, and we "are
not capable of forming true ideals beforehand of
what our experiences may be when we are "filled
unto all the fulness of God." Eph. 3: If). The di.sciples
who listened to the words of Jesus in His pre-
crucifixion discourse were rot encouraged to form
any such .deals. Having described, as He only could
and as fully as it was necessary, what He would dom them and for (hem. He told them to tarrv untilHe came He thnt was coming would com'pletelv
satisfy all their need, for He would be in.lwelling
God \Jiy has He been .so ignored and misunder-
stood ?

The profound religious excitement of 1766 in Lon-
don. England, out of which grew the Holiness move-
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raent in eiprhteenth century Methodism, was
mainly due to the infltience of Thomas Walsh whom
Wesley greatly admired and brought over from
Ireland, of which country he was a native. lie was
a man of great force of character, and great in-

tensity of religious feeling. He accepted eagerly
the popular theory in Protestantism as to religious
life, namely, that study of the Bible as a whole is

at least one-half of those means of grace by the use
of which holiness is attained. He was so earne.st a
student on the one hand, and so intense in prayer, on
the other, that it cannot be told in which hemisphere
of life he was most ardent. From the movement of
which he was the centre the experimental holiness
of Methodism largely radiated, and in time its

dogmatic expression became formulated. But after
a few years the movement abated and almost sub-
sided because the tests of a holy condition became
very largely emotional. So when excitement waned
an unavailing regret, mingled with a practical, if

not a dogmatic, doubt, prevailed. The fundamental
fault was. that it was not grounded in the acts and
words of Chri.st Himself. "Every plant." .said

Jesus, "which my heavenly Father planted not shall
be rooted up." Matt. 15:1:}. Mrs. Phebe Palmer's
work as a reviving of Holiness was also very largely
evanescent because Christ's own way. definitely laid
down by Him. was not taken, but an experience was
sought for, and not obedience to the new !^Iaster for
whose ruling Jesus made preparation, and that His
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influence might not be interfered with, ascended to
Hig Father.

A few years after the American Civil War of
1860-64, a number of earnest ministers in the United
States banded themselves together and formed the
National Association for the Promotion of Holiness.
They published Holiness literature and held several
Holiness camp meetings, which were largely attended
and were grandly successful to all appearance at the
time. But they one and all put the experience in the
forefront. That was the main aim of the sermons.
That made the fire of the experience meetings, that
was the burden of the literature. Consecration was
urged in view of it, faith was to be exercised in order
to possess it. All this required a strain on Nature,
and nature revolted and a reaction came. If the ap-
parent success of this prent movement, for a great
movement it was. had been the outshining of a really
divine work, there could not have been that sad
decadence in spirituality, to remedy which so many
profes-sional evangelists have been employed. Not-
withstanding this multiplication of extra revivalists,
a widespread lukewarmne.ss took hold on the churches
everywhere, from about 1880 until 1904. The men
of the Holiness Associations did not intend to slight
the Holy Spirit, hut He was ignored and dishonored
because lie was not allowed His due place. Hodge,
the professional theologian, calls the Spirit the
"executive of the Godhead." Certainly He is the
sole author of that holiness whf h is said to become
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the house of God, and without which "no man can
see the Lord."

Divine Healing.

The healing of bodily disease by faith in our risen
Lord has greatly interested many believers, seeing
that the Master healed so many thousands when He
was in His incarnate form. Many have been thus
healed, but many more have earnestly sought for such
healing and failed. One of the prominent exponents
of faith-healing doctrine in late years was the late
Dr. Cullis, of Boston. He is reported to have said
a siiurt time before he died that the whole question
of divine healing by faith needed light that had not
come to him. If he had submitted all his opinions to
the Holy Spirit implicitly, he would not have realized
any ditTiculty. lie who teaches all things, and guides
into all the truth, and teaches what to pray for, Rom.
H

:
26. will always show those who are loyal to Him,

wheu one may pray in faith for one's own healing!
or for the healing of others. The apostles were thus
taught and guided, and they healed many, but not
all that they came into contact with. The elders of
the church such as James .speaks of, James 5 : 14,
being genuine Christians, would be so taught and
guided that they would not pray in mistake, and
thereby promote unbelief. Accepting the words of
Christ concerning the Holy Spirit settles this
question, as it settles all difficulties in Christian
lifp.

) .!]
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TiiK Second Coming of Ciiriht.

The expectation of whut is called the Second
Coming of Christ to the earth, has given rise some-
times to the wildest fanaticism, and by the stark
failure of such expectations, which were apparently
based on Hible words, has sometimes produced a sad
rebound into infidelity. Now it is certain that in
some sense, and for some purpose, Christ did come
again, and some of the predictions of his Second
Coming have been fulfilled. That some great mani-
festation of Cod in Christ will soon take place for
the good of mankind, many of the most sober among
believers expect. Hut the Spirit of God has charge
of this as well as all other of the things of Christ,
and will declare or show them to the true friends
of Christ according to His own infinite wisdom, and
not to gratify a wondering curiosity. That kind of
curiosity was exhibited by the disciples before they
were filled vvith the Holy (ihost. and was rebuked by
the Maste-. as we learn from Acts l:tj, 7. "They
therefore, when they were come together, asked him,
saymg. Lord, dost thou at this time restore the king-
dom to Israel? And be .said unto them. It is no*, for
.vou to know the times or the seasons which the
Father hath .set within his own authority. But ye
shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be my witne.sses." As if He
had said. Do not allow yourselves to be switched off
into a useless prying into the future, thereby losing
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time anJ alienating cncrj.^ from tlio blessed work of
witnessinff to Me us u pru.iont Saviour to tli' utter-
most for every sinner cf mankind. The words of
Christ, if any there be, that certainly point to a
coming that has not yet taken place, are to be in-

terpreted by the Holy Spirit. John 14:26. 1G:14.
So whatever is in the future of that coiniii};. '"we
have an anointing from the Holy One. and we shall
know all thines." 1 John 2:20. We shall, therefore,
be ready for the event, and all the better iittod to
receive Ilim becau.se ue po.^usess the best benelits of
II is first coming.

Modern Follie.s and Fanatici.s.mr.

If the clergymen of the various dononiin:itiMiis that
call themselves orthodox were filled with the Holy
Spirit, and would open out and exliibit to their
h.'arers the rich spiritual treasures of this Holy Ghost
dispensation, their hearers would not only prow in
grace and in the knowledge of God. and "become
saints of the true kind, but they would not be drawn
away from the truth by tiio shining of tl.o tinsel gems
that Theosophy. Christian Science s(»-called. and
Spiritualism .spread before tli-ir eyes. For the Chris-
tianity of Jesus far .surpas.scs any of these systems in
the prodigious wealth of blessing it contains. When
people see and understand what su|)orior value there
is in gold, and gold is offered to them, they will not
choose copper in preference.
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Concomitants and Emkentiai^.

The "sound as of a miKlity rusluiiK wind.' the
tongues parting "asunder like as of Hre," the 'speak-
>ng with other tongues." and the eommunitv of goods
were none of them promised by Jesus as certain
results or necessary coneomitants <»f the gift of the
Spirit. These phenomena had each (.f them a local
or temporary utility, which is not of universal need
or fitness. It was not to produce such things that
the Spirit was given, as it is not to produce the fla«h,
the Bound or the smoke that cannons are fired in
time of war, but to demolish the enemy's defences
and bring victory to the aggressor. These mir-
aculous or extraordinary precursors or accompani-
ments waked up attention and attracted interest
That interest and attention broke the habits of ordin-
al thought and made openings for the Spirit to enter
These temporary developments soon sunk into the
casket of memories, but the essential benefit* re-
mained. These benefits were .seen in the purification
of character and enrichments of soul that came to all
who received Him. Tho.se believers realized the
Ideals which appear in the questions of Thomas
Philip and Judas, John 14. And beyond what those
ideals included was the constant communion with
Ood, the complete victory over sin, the oneness of
spirit with their Master, and a glowing love of men
as men, and power to convert them. This love ofmen fiamed up into a fervent, brotherly affection
among believers. All these were promised by Jesus
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as |»ermanerif benefits, for lie said iiat the ' iraciete

would produce them by His indwi*iliug and h would
ke with them forever.

Pentecostal CoMMUNtsM.

The fact that a collection of alms was made at
Antioch, in AD. 41. and another general one in A.D.
60 to relieve the poor among the sai- ts in Jerusalem,
has been used by some to prove Ihnt the form of
communism that followed the I'eiiKCOKtal gift was an
excessive and imprudent fruit of ,i sudd* n efithus-

iasm. But it is not probable that the surr*?nder of
wealth by those who sold th. ir pt-ssessions and g« oda
for the benefit of the needy whs to any lars;*- extent
the cause of the poverty that nuiu •<uer« .oUecti.ms
necessary. The earlier of these oil. tioiiH v nn made
at least seven years subsequent to the initiation of
that state of things which is supposed to lia\e been
the cau.se of the poverty. It is recorded in Acts 8: 1,
that there arose on that day (the day when Stephen
was Mujrdered) " a great persecution atrainst the
church at Jerusalem, and they were all scattered
abroad throughout the regioas of Jiideii inid Samaria,
except the apostles." This scattering appears to
have occurred about one year after the founding of
the church. Of necessity it broke up the communistic
arrangement b.v the dispersion of the individuals
concerned in it. and also whatever form of social
life existed among them. The author of the E[>i8tle
to the Hebrews (and these people were Hebrews)
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congratulates those to whom he writes as follows-
;in the former days in which, after ye were eu-
Jightened. ye endured a great conflict of sufferings
ye took joyfully the spoiling of your possessions,'
knowing that ye yourselves have a better possession
and an abiding on.." Heb. 10 : 32, 33. The account
of the contribution sent from Antioch shows that the
immediate cause of Jerusalem poverty was the
famine that had been predicted by Agabus. As there
IS no hmt m the record that the great exhibition of
brotherly love in the earliest days was any part of
the cause of the poverty, it is a mere' assumption to
Bay that it was. Starvation never results from any-
thing that 18 done in obedience to God's will The
object lesson intended to show Christianity in per-
feet form, and in the holy city of the Jews, would
have been fatally incomplete if there had not been
produced a community in which the commandment,
Ihou Shalt love thy neighbor as thyself" was

visibly obeyed.

The Spirit op God and Prayer.

The Spirit of God is not specifically connected with
prayer in any statement found in the Old Testament
Neither is He so connected in the pre-Pentecostal
part of the New Testament, unless an exception is
made of Luke 11:13, where Jesus speaks of asking
for the Holy Spirit. This asking was appropriate
during the short dispensation which immediately
preceded His epochal and final coming. It was a
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distinct and notable advance upon the past in that

it showed that the Spirit might now be asked for

and received. The words under notice are found

at the conclusion of a suppositious case presented by
Jesus, which puts the mafur in this form. When-
ever any one who attempted in those days to supply

the spiritual needs of another found that, like the

householder in the story, he had "nothing to set

before him," he might ask and receive the Holy

Spirit for the supply of that special need. Since the

Spirit's final coming. He is an pver-orcsent Friend

to be counted on and trusted, and to whose presence

and power the believer adjusts himself.

As true preaching comes from the preacher's mind
being dominated by the Holy Ghost, so also is the

praying of all believers. When Jesus said, "He
shall teach you all things." the "all" certainly in-

cluded the prayers that are offered by His people.

So we find Paul saying, with great distinctness,

"And in like manner the Spirit helpeth our infirmity,

for we know not how to pray as we ought." The

common version has it, "what to pray for as we
ought." Since it is the Divine Spirit that is spoken

of we may include both the how and the what. Rom.

8 : 26. And in writing to the Ephesians, in the famous

gospel armor passage, ch. 6:13-18, he puts "all

prayer and supplicatior>., praying at all seasons in the

Spirit " in a prominent place among weapons of

spiritual defence and aggression. Writing to the

Philippians, he says, ch. 3:3, " We are the circum-

ft

j:a
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cision who worship by the Spirit of Qod." Prayer
IS a mam part of relijjious worship.
In the short, but valuable, Epistle of Jude, we

have a description of certain deceivers who are
terribly wroriR because they are " sensual not having
the Spint," ver. 19. His advice to believers as tohow they should protect themselves from the evU
influence of these men is. "Prayinj? in the Holy
(xhost.

1 rev'ous to His final coming He might be
prayed for, but now that He has come, prayer as
shown by those five passages is to be in the Spirit if
•t is to agree with the teaching, of Christ and His
apostles. The normal thing in the early days of
the church was for its members to be filled with the
Spirit^ Acts 2:4. 1 Cor. 12: 1.3. Eph. 5: 18. In thisNew Testament light it is ea.sy to see why so many
millions of "prayers" are never answered.

ONENES.S OK Authority.

During the history of God's dealings with our racewe find constantly one supreme agent or message-
l^earer of Hks mirul to the rest of men. There was no
rival to or a.ssoeiate with N'oal. in his testimony to
antediluvian sinners. Abraham had no rival or
associate as God's spokesman. Every person in
li-gypt had to heed Joseph or die. Moses was vindi-
cated against Korah, Dathan and Abiram, and even
against Aaron and Miriam by signal miracles. All
Israel obeyed Joshua implicitly. Samuel's word was
accepted as the Word of God. Daniel, of his own



WHAT MEANETH THIS? n
single but inspired wisdom, ruled the many pro-

vinces of the empire of the east in the name of God.

There was just one forerunner of .Jesus Christ, and
during the months of his mighty ministry he had
no associate, deputy or rival. Jesus Christ is the

only begotten Son of God, and all the ages since

His incarnation bear witness to the sublime single-

ness of Hie. merit and authority. He is the peerless

Man and the peerless Teacher. "There is one medi-

ator between God and man. the man Christ Jesus."

"Neither is there salvation in any other, for there

is none other name undt^r heaven given among men
whereby we must be saved." Acts 4:12. In all

things He has the pre-eminence, for in Him dwelt

all the fulness of the godhead bodily. The Epistle

to the Hebrews demonstrates the high imperial

singleness of Jesus in His relations to man because

of the exclusive closeness of His relation to God.

Remembering all this, read John 16:7, where this

one supreme Man and Mediator promises to move
out of the way in order that as man. even as divine

man, He will no longer speak to His fellowmen

except through that other Paraclete, the Holy Spirit.

Thus does He transfer or co-ordinate His exclusive

oneness to or with, to and with, the Holy Spirit, in

the future govcrnnicnt of Ills people.

And does He, so intimately related to, and so

mysteriously one with, the Son, need assistants in the

work He has undertaken? If the Son has trodden

the winepress of mediatorial sufl'ering alone becau.ie
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no one coud share His exclusive work, must the
Spirit be only one of a company to do His work!
Anintensely pious and deeply learned Doctor of

^Ik!"".'''/" t\ ^^'"*'^ ^'**«*
'^ ^«^ y««" «°ce

published a book entitled "The Gospel of the Holy
Ghost, m which on the subject of guidance he
places the word, the opinions of pious frends, andthe indications of Providence on the same height of
authority as he does the Holy Spirit in the guiding
of a believers doings! Those other three presumed
puides are all of them creatures, but Dr Steele
thinks the Creator cannot do His work properlv
without their assistance. A strange Divinity it is
surely, of which he is a Do.tor. He does not appeal
to believe that the Spirit is able in these days to
make His meaning plain, ns He made it plain to
Philip when he said. "Oo near and join thyself to
this chanot." or as when He said to Peter "Behold
three men seek thee, but go thou with them for I
have sent them." or when He said to a companv of
prophets and teachers in Antioch. "Separate' me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have
appointed them." Has He. as men are apt to be-
come dull, deerepid or obtuse by the accumulation of
years?

This idea of the inefficiency of the Holv Spirit to
do H,s guiding ,vork alone, and. therefore, to need
associates or assistants, dishonors Him and robs the
believer in a similar way as the Komish idea of
saints, angels, and prie.sts as mediators, dishonors the
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Son and rohs tli»' siiuuT. The Reformation of the

sixteenth century aboiwhcd the latter of the two
errors in all the churches that are called Protestant.

There is need of another Reform;itiori in the twentieth
century to abolish the former error j»nd restore to

believers what backsliding and unbelief has robbed
them of.

The Spirit ok (Jon and the Scriptires.

There are many who. in the mntter of guidance,
would combine the Word with the Spirit, meaning by
the Word what is contained in the English Bible.

Their thought appears to be that these two are to

be accepted coiijointlj so that the believer may have
a dual or double guide. And with that idea is gen-

erally combined the thought that the Spirit's teach-

ing must not deviate in any way from Bible words,
which practically amounts to this, that whatever
the individual hafipens to believe to be the meaning
of the Bible, must be the ruling idea always, and the

Spirit's teaching nuist not go beyond it. Which
means, the Bible being inspired, that the Author is to

be eotiditioned strictly by Ilis own pa.st productions
!ind must not produce anything more. This is at-

temptiiigto put limits on the Infinite One. An opinion

that goes with the above very largely is that the

S|)irit always uses the written word in His teachings.

But the facts reported in the records of the first

years of the church's existence tell a diflferent tale.
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There is no evidence in the preaching of those who
spake as the Spirit gave them utterance that the
Spirit used the Old Testament, which was the only
Bible then existinff, except to prove that Jesus was
the Christ. When lie spoke to Philip. Acts 8:29
when He spoke to Peter, ch. 10: If), when He spoke
to certain prophets and teachers in Antioch. ch.
13:1, 2. He used no Scripture word.s whatever.
When Ajrabus prophesied of the dearth, ch. 11:28,
and again when he predicted Paul's fate as recorded
in ch. 21

:
10. he simply prophesied as Jeremiah or

Hosea might have prophesied had they been there.
In the two cases mentioned in chap 16, when the
Spirit prohibited Paul and Silas from preaching in
Asui Minor, of course no text was used. When the
Spirit witnessed to Paul that in every city bonds and
aniictions awaited him, ch. 20:23, tlie me.s8age needs
no comment. When the Spirit taught the council at
Jerusalem, ch. 15, how very few of the Mosaic
ordinances were to be binding on Christian believers.
It was a great narrowing of the authority of Holy
Scripture, as Holy Scripture was then acknowledged.
The mandate of the Spirit was again.st the autlioritv
of the Scriptures. So did Jesus put Him.self above
Holy Scripture when He uttered what i.s rcconlcd in
the fifth chapter of Matthew '.s gospel. Here are
nine cases of the Spirit's teaching and in every case
He showed His divine independence. His word is

the Word of God, and He does not need to quote even
from Himself.
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Inspiration or the Bible.

This, like every subject that interests men, is

investiKated and discussed in modern days with
preat freedom. The old view, that an equal in-

spiration obtained throu{;h all its books and chapters,

has passed very largely away, for it was not founded
in the patent facts of the case, or on any certain

Word of God. A new view of the Bible has found
place in Christian minds amonfj all the churches.

The drift among theologians and thoughtful men is

toward a freer treatment of the Bible. Many
scholars of this class, both in Europe and America,
are men eminent in Christian faith, character and
work. This change in attitude toward the Book
synchronises with a great growth of the Christian

church in numbers, in various benevolences and in

general influence. All this seems to show that divine

revealing and influence on humanity is not insepar-

ably identifled with a book which is supposed to be
infallibly inerrant in all its statements. Yet nothing
has been established by modem study which in any
way diminishes the essential glory of the Bible. The
criticism that is predetermined in its course by
positive disbelief of spiritual facts, and is often

guilty of astounding mutilations of the sacred text,

establishes nothing and does not influence lovers

of truth. And lovers of truth are those that do all

the real good that is done in the world.

An able modern writer, in view of these facta,

tenders the following advice: "Let the Bible student
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be hIow to yield opinions held by generations of

Christian HchoJHrH, let him InHiNt on ndequate proofs,

but let him not refuse new light if it shall come,

nor anchor himself to an immovable past." Another

ays, *'An important condition of wise Bible study

is a living faith in essential Christian verities, a faith

which delivers the whole man continuously and

gladly over to the law and love of God. The rule

and criterion for assessing the value of every part

of the sacred writings is the Christian soul."

Now the "Christian soul" of the Roman Catholic,

the old-time Calvinist. the Salvationist, the Christian

Scientist and the Unitarian, will eaeh one use a differ-

ent criterion from all the rest in assessing the value

of the different parts of the Bible. Where is the

satisfactory finality open to all men which by settling

all such questions will leave the Christian believer

free to use all his powers in their fullest energy in

the promotion of the kingdom of God 1 That finality

was shown by the Supreme Master of Christianity

when He said to His most intimate and trusty friends,

"The Paraclete whom the Father will send in my
name will teach you all things and guide you into

all the truth." That Paraclete came, but the average

theologian does not bow to His teaching nor honestly

accept His exclusive guiding. Even those writers

whose words we have quoted, though they pose as

Christians, do not seem to be aware of His existence

And it is a sad fact that not one of the leading Chris-

tian cliurches * to-day insists on its members be-

coming docile pupils of the teaching and followerg

.
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of the frnidiiiR «»f that ruraclote. ('hang«'s in the gen-

eral attitude of man toward the sacred book do not

disturb tliose wlio are indwelt by Him by whose in-

spiration of any of its writers the value of the

writing is determined.

Throujyh the teaehinj? of the indwellinff Spirit the

relative value of the ditVerent parts of the Bible is

assessed and valued. The Old Testament contains

the beautiful and inimitable stories of Joseph, of

Ruth, and of Daniel. It tells also of Judah's incest,

of Saul's suicide and of Solomon's m(»ral failure, and

of Israel's frequent apostasies from Ood. It con-

tains such splendid statements as "lie that dwelleth

in the seeret place of the Most Ili^'h shall abide under

the shadow of the Alminlity," and "Thou wilt keep

him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee,

because he trusteth in thee." It also has this, "And
Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria," and "Solomon

sent ships to Tarshish every three years, which

brought back gold and silver, ivory, apes and pea-

cocks." It contains the fortieth and the fifty-third

chapters of Isaiah and also the three last chapters of

the book of Judges, and those Psalms in which are

the most fearful prayers for the destruction of the

enemies of the Psalmist. The indwelling Spirit, being

pre-eminently the Spirit of Truth, shows the relative

value of those varieties of narrative and dcclaratifiu.

lie savv s from the folly of those who would fain read

into some passages, such as the li.sts of the furniture,

and the descriptions of the architecture of the taber-

nacle or the temple, spiritual lessons they were never
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intended to teach, and also frui i reading out of the

words of JesuH the prnmiHes of fullest inspiration

which they contain.

The Bible asi a book, like all other bonkfl, is valu-

able for tht» truth that it contains. There is a diflffr-

enee between a lantern and th« li^ht that radiat*-<

from it. There are those who al nost adore the Bible

lantern, but profit vi^ry little from its light. A casket

is valued mainly on upcouiit of the perns that it con-

tains. Many think m<is* of ilic Uihlt- casket. A man's
body is of value only win-ii the s; irit is in it; without

that spirit it is only a corj^e. So I'anl says that

the letter evt-n of the Ni w Testuiiuiit kill«>th, but the

spirit pivcth life, 2 Cor. 3: 6. Tens of thousands of

professint? Christians are in tht-se days study idj; the

letter for one who seeks with all his heart to be tilled

with the Spirit.

The Hible is an entirely authentic account of how
(lod inspired men in days that are loiip past. It also

contains much, if not all. of what God tauj^ht men
in thewe inspirations. That is its supreme and un-

paralleled value. The Old Testament tells in more
than seven hundred places of how flod plainly spoke
unto men. No record at all approachinj; that in

value is fountl in all the other literature of the world.

And from that record we s( e that in this better ape
we have the ripht to hear God speak directly to us,

so we need not be dependent entirely on the words
which record what was .said to other men. The New
Testament is this, "God, havinp of old time spoken
unto the fathers in the prophets, by divers portions
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and in (iivfrs maiincn, hath at the eod of theac days

spoken unto \\h in hin Son. whom he appointed heir

of nil thin^a, through whom altu) he made the worlds,

who iH the efTuitrence of hin g\ory and the very image

of his HubHtance." Heb. 1 : 1, 2. 3. Tiie words of that

Son when He was leaving ua, revealed and asserted

the fflorious priviletjp of universal inspiration, that

"the communion of the Holy Ghost mi^ht be with us

all." The (guarantee Riven for this favor is the

highest value of the book of God. The book shows

that the proper state of thintiH among men is, when

"one slmll not Hiiy to another. Know tli.' Lord, for

all shall know him from the greatest evt-n unto the

least of them."

The two p«s.s«jres in the New Testameii* on which

the belief of the perfect inerrnney of the P.ible in all

its wonis has mainly depended are. first. Paul's as-

sertion concerning Timothy. "From a child thou

hast known the Holy Scriptures which are able to

make thee wise unto salvation through faith that is

ill (.'lirist Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration

of God. and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,

for instruction in righteoustu'ss. that th»' man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good

works." 2 Tim. :J:15. 16. 17. The .second is that

in 2 Peter 1 : 21. "For the prophecy came not in old

time by the will of man. but men spake as they were

moved by the Holy (Jhost. " In neither of these

passages is the perfect inerrancy of every statement

contained in the canonical books asserted or implied.

Divine inspiration is claimed for the prophets and not
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for any others. It was because God was believed
to speak through them only that they were called

prophets.

Any theory of biblical inspiration that goes beyond
what is taught in these passages is baseless and
fictitious, and because fictitious, is mischievous.
Gladly and even enthusiastically we accept what
is said in these passages of the transcendent
value of what is written in the Scriptuies,

but the same love of truth that underlies that
feeling demands that we must not attempt to

go beyond the truth. The Revised Version of the
passage in Timothy has it thus: "Every Scripture
inspired of God is also profitable," etc. As there
were many scriptures or written documents that were
not "Holy" Scripture, this emendation made by the
revisers of 1881 discriminates between the one class

of documents and the other. The historians who
chronicled public events are not anywhere said to

have been inspired, and, therefore, their work may
be handled and .iucTged as the work of Jther historians

is judged. This true view of things relieves the
situation of difficulties that have pained many a pious
mind, while it preserves the unique glory and in-

comparable value of the book of God.

Subsequent Year.s and Centuries.

The history of the first years of Christianity shows
that with the apostles and their immediate friends
and coadjutors there was little if any deviation from
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loyalty to the Holy Spirit. They recognized fully the

fact that the obedience which of divine order was

due to the man Jesus and had been rendered to Him
was now of the same divine order due to the

Paraclete. Let the reader trace it out as he peruses

the wonderful record of the first days of our religion.

And in one hiindred and eight passages which can

easily be found in the Epistles and the Apocalypse,

mention is made of the Spirit in such relations to

Christian life and experience as agrees with what has

been presented on preceding pages of this book. But

before the apostles vanished from earth, apostasy

sadly set in. Corinthians were forgetting the sacred-

ness which the believer's body had gained by be-

coming the temple of the Holy (Jiiost, and had in

some cases permitted fornication. They had also

begun to divide into parties, each party being the

special admirers of some favorite preacher, thus de-

stroying the unity of the churca and fixing attention

on the human agent rather than on the Divine

Master. The Galatians who, like all believers of those

days, had begun in the Spirit, 1 Cor. 12 : 13, were

aiming to be made perfect in the flesh. Gal. 3: 3, and

were going back to such fleshly things as circum-

cision and the keeping of "days and months and

seasons and years." Gal. 4:10. Whether Paul's re-

monstrances corrected the errors of these two

churches to any great extent does not appear, but

what does appear is that soon after the apostles

passed away there came to be a lowering of loyalty

to the Spirit, and a taking of other teachers and
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guides into attempted association with Him. So gen-
eral and real was this defalcation that after some
centuries had passed, the Holy Spirit as teacher and
guide became practically supplanted, and the pagan
philosopher, Aristotle, took his place. We give the
testimony of history to this saddest of all historic
facts.

"In the history of European thought and know-
ledge down to the period of the revival of letters the
name of Aristotle was without a rival supreme. He
treated of every subject which came within the range
of ancient thought better than any one elst

.
'
'—

Encyclopedia Britannica, article Aristotle. Euro-
pean thought and knowledge during these centuries
was mainly the thought and knowledge of the Chris-
tian clergy.

"Aristotle has exercised for a long time a con-
trolling influence in the development of Christian
philosophy, and on Christian literature in general.
The influence of the philosophic system of Aristotle
on the intellectual development of the human race
has been more extensive and more lasting than of
any other except Plato. Aristotle made experience
the basis of all science and reason the architect. Plato
made reason the basis."—McClintock and Strong's
Cyclopedia.

"The scholastic aga proper extends from the age
of Anselm, who died A.D. 1109, to the outbreak of the
Reformation. Alexander Hales, who died A.D.
1245, wore the title of Doctor Irrefragible. He makes
large use of Aristotle. Thomas Aquinas shared with
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the older scholastics the conviction of the absolute

truth of the official orthodoxy of the church."
—Encyclopedia Britannica. That official orthodoxy
had been framed and fixed by men whose minds were
trained in Aristotle's methods and axioms of reason.

McCosh, in his "Intuitions of the Mind." page 410,

says: "In the scholastic a^es the lofjical forms of

Aristotle were employed to mould into a certain

shape every known truth of relijjion as well as of

secular knowledge, and may be traced at this day
in not a few distinctions and technical terms of

theology. '

'

This Aristotle, whose ideas have so greatly in-

fluenced the leading minds of the church through so

many centuries, was a pagan. We freely admit that

his was a mind of most extraordinary power and
acuteness, and that his love of such truth as he was
able to disco\<>?- was heroic. Yet, as he lived in the

fourth cerl iry ',efore Christ, it is reasonable to be-

lieve that his discoveries or speculations formed a
large part of the wisdom of the Greeks in the time of

Paul. And how energetically Paul protested against
that Greek wisdom being worthy of comparison with
the wisdom of God which was embodied in Christ.

See 1 Cor. 1 : 20 to 30, and 2 : 4, 5, 13. Brought up as

Aristotle. was, he was one of a people whose whole
development was in the atmosphere of pagan dark-
ness. He could not help having fundamental ways
of thinking that are alien from those that underlie

Christian faith and experience. The Greeks cher-

ished little respect and no love for contemporary



90 WHAT MEANETH THIS?

Jews and would not care to absorb their distinctive

ideas. The Hebrew Monotheism and experiences of

the converse of God with man were entirely beyond
the horizon of their thought. One of the Cyclopedia

writers quoted above, says that Aristotle made ex-

perience the basis of his science; he never had the

smallest share in Christian cxpori. ace. His phil-

osophy is entirely devoid of any idea that is distinc-

tively Christian, for not even the latent or embryo
Christianity of Judaisni had any influence on his in-"

tellectual life. His ethics shows that he knows
nothing of sin, as the Bible puts it before us. and, of

course, he knew nothing of a (rod incarnate, who
makes atonement, or a God indwelling, wlio confers

inspiration. But these are the great revelations that

make Christianity what it is. And if apostles who
had been bred in Judaism, waked up to earnest god-

liness by John the Baptist and taught by Jesus
Chri.st Himself during three years or more,
were not fit teachers of Christianity until they were
filled with the Holy Spirit, what kind of a teacher of

the teachers of the Gospel was the spiritually empty
and benighted heathen, Aristotle ? The Church threw
away her crown of supreiaacy over the mind of

humanity when she allowed this pagan to direct her
thinking instead of that Divine Teacher to whom she
had been introduced by her Founder. No wonder it is

that error and sin paralyzed her power and poisoned
her life until she lay on the face of Europe a corrupt-

ing carcase, when she ought to have been a purifying

energy and a healing power from God to all people
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as she was at the first. And although the Reforma-
tion cleared away much of the pagan poison, and
Puritanism. Quakerism, and Methodism still more,

yet there still remain in the theology of Protest-

antism, traces, as McCosh says, of this Aristotelian

leaven. And it will remain until the Soteriology* of

the churches centres at Pentecost, and the Holy
Ghost is allowed to occupy His true place in Chris-

tian thought and faith.

Objections Answered.

If the Spirit is to bo direct teacher and guide to each

individual believer, would not such a state of things

destroy the authority of the church as a society,

which it is evident from Matt. 18 : 5 to 20, that Christ

designed and authorized? Answer. The act of dis-

cipline contemplated in this case is to be exercised

toward one who by his own contumacy put himself

outside of the brotherly love which is normal in a

Christian society. This church action is simply the

society taking cognizance of the wrong acts of an

individual, and acting in self-defence. It is not at

all the kind of action that makes ecclesiastical law.

When the church would consist of those who are filled

with the Holy Ghost, the action here ^njoined would

*
" Soteriology " Is a word invented by some modern

theologian as a name for the science of human salvation,
as eschatology Is a name for the science of the last things
and theodicy for the science of God himself. Each of
these names represents a section or branch of theology In
its most comprehensive sense.
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be almost spontaneous. This all accords with the
fact that in every instance recorded of the epochal
coming of the Spirit, except that of Saul of Tarsus,
He came to a company of persons. It was plainly
the plan of Jesus that there should be a church. So
the gift of the Spirit had its collective as well as
its individual sigiiiticance and value. In a spirit-

filled society, as in every society, there will be super-
ior minds as well as those that are relatively inferior,

and the inspiration common to all, beiufr one form
of divine work, will not obliterate the variety found
in human nature everywhere. But the indwelling
Spirit, by destroying egotistic conceit, and producing
humility in each, makes collective action easy and
church authority an exhibition of brotherly love.

If the Spirit was to be the direct teacher and guide
to every individual believer, why did Paul and others
write epistles for the teaching and enlightening of
the churches as to doctrine and life? Answer. It is

certain that a large proportion of those who com-
posed those churches did not havp the advantage of
knowing the precepts and seeing the example of
Jesus, as many of the first Judean converts had. The
best results in a witness for Christ could not be mani-
fested unless the witness knew what those precepts
were and how his example illustrated them. One of
the promised things of the Spirit was that "He shall

bring to your remembrance what I have said unto
you." Remembrance involves that something had
been lodged there before the descent of the Spirit

into that mind. If the precepts of Jesus had not been
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lodged in any mind previously, it was well that they

were taught afterward. The Jews who "gladly re-

ceived the word" of Peter, and were baptized and
added to the hundred and twenty on the day
of Pentecost, had been "devout men," Acts 2:5, and
were, on the average, superior to the average of the

people who in Gentile cities were converted. Again,

the doctrines taught and the precepts enjoined in

those epistles are all of them in perfect harmony with

what always results from the indwelling of the Spirit

in human hearts. The overwhelming probability is

that as these apostles prayed in the Spirit, lived in

the Spirit, and preached in the Spirit, so they also

wrote as they were moved thereto by the Spirit. That
being the case they certainly did the will of God in

writing those epistles, whether we are able to see

good reason for their action or not. As inspiration

powerfully stimulated verbal testimony, it could not

be otherwise than that those who wrote epistles to

their brethren should fill their letters with just such

matter as we Snd in those that we have. Notwith-

standing all this it may be observed that as no really

new mora'; ' but little new doctrine additional

to what I taught in earlier years is found
in the epi e do not find that the churches to

which thosi aes were sent developed any grander

quality of character, or became more mighty as wit-

nesses for Christ because of their being read to them.

Yet no doubt these epistles were at the time im-

mensely useful in warning and teaching.

The purposes of God in the continued manifestation
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of Himself for man's salvation and uplifting could
not, as far as we can see, have been carried out had
not the records of His Son's life and the reasons for

His incarnation and career been written down for
the information of successive generations of men. A
powerful influence in the advancement of our race
has been that of literature which has recorded the
most significant happenings of life and the best

thoughts of great men. No literature approaches in

value that of the "New Testament of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ" in its uplifting influence on
man. For it records what are the most immensely
significant happenings that ever occurred on earth,

and also the best thou-hts of the greatest of all men.
The life of Christ would probably have been -argely

forgotten, or its lessons spoiled by traditionary

myth, and the descent of the Spirit also ; and possiHy
in the course of the centuries the Church might have
ceased to exist, had not the records of the evangelists
and the letters of the apostles been written and pre-
served as they have been by the ever-watchful provi-

dence of God. We could not do without the New
Testament.

Sects and the Truth.

Two unquestionable facts stare us in the face when
we contemplate Christianity as it now is. One is that

the Founder designed that it should be a Unity, that
it should be represented by one society in which
antagonisms do not exist. Every precept of His looks
toward that state of things, because obedience to such
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precept teiula to produce it. Anil He aJlo\^'8 no rival

to Himself as Teachei and Lord of the sot-iety. The
proclamation is "One Lord, one faith, one baptism."

His purpose of unity is indicated by very decisive

words found in His last prayer as reported in the

seventeenth chapter of the Qospel of John. It was
actually realized in the first Christian society, which

was a beautiful sample and illustration of the "unity

of the Spirit in the bond of peace." That is one of

the two great facts. The other is that the visible

Christianity of the world is, and has been through

all the ages since the first one, divided into a number
of mutually opposing parties. Christ's design was
unity. Man's manipulation and development is a

multiplicity of antagonisms. God's comment on
similar facts in olden times is this, "My people have

committed two evils, they have forsaken me, the

fountain of living water, and have hewn them out

cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water."

Jer. 2 : 13. Christ told the woman of Samaria that

"the water that I shall give him" (him that believes

in me) "shall be in him a well of watfT springing

up into everlastin;. 'e." To the assembled Jews at

the Feast of Tabor, ^les He said, "He that believeth

on me, out of him shall flow rivers of living water;

But this spake he of the Spirit." And when that

Spirit came, when His coming provoked the question,

"What meaneth this?" a fountain was opened in the

city of David for sin and all uucleanness, and he who
washed in that fountain was cleansed from all self-

will and self-assertion, was filled with God, and God
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ii lore, tind love produces unity. The Spirit's dom-
ination produces no sects, for that '% what produced
the original Christianity, and sects have arisen as the
result of disagreement with the Spirit's ruling. All

this was perceived by Jude when in describing mis-

chievous teachers, he said : "These be they who make
separations, sensual, not havin? the Spirit," ver. 19.

The denominations at their best stand each one for a
part of the truth; they who are entirely guided by
the Spirit are guided into all the truth. It w<t8 so
at Pentecost, it might be so to-day. It would be so

if professing Christians would become real Christians
by being filled with the Holy Ghost.

Judaic and Christian Religion.

The religious experience that was enjoyed by men
in the ages before Christ, as compared with that
which is common privilege to-day, was shallow,
meagre, narrow and much mingled with that which
was not spiritual. Rites, ceremonial, offerings, sacri-

fices, persons, localities dominated it very largely.

It was very much a religion of patriotism. God was
worshipped as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
the God of our nation. The Deity is spoken to or
spoken of most frequently in the Psalms as He who
giveth deliverance or salvation from Moabites, Philis-

tines, Syrians, Assyrians, and Egyptians.
But our God as revealed in Christ "saves his people

from their sins." He is no longer national. He is

international and universal The sacrifice made on
Calvary was not for Tsr«»v.. ^nly, as the sacrifice was
that was made annually by the Jewish High Priest,
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but in the propitiation for the sins of the whole
world. John 2:2. It needed not to be made ^ ear by
year, for "Jesus after he had offered one sacrifice

for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of Qoil."
Heb. 10 : 12. To the Jew of the former day this nacri-

flee had not been made, and the Rlory of that great
fact he could not enjoy. The object-lesson of *

divine life lived by a man on the earth, such as Chri.

lived, was not in those times thought to be possib'o

The Sermon on the Mount, explaining how all men
are expected to live the perfect life. Matt. 5 : 27, had
not been preached by divine direction, and above all,

the Holy Spirit was not yet t ven, John 7 : 39, by
whose abundant outpouring on a believer the fruitu

of the Spirit are brought forth in his life, showing
"love, joy, peace, long-suffering, pentleness, good-
ness, faithfulness, meekness, temperance." Gal. 5:

22:23.

AjQd yet, the Psalms, every one of which was
written in the twilight days of preparatory revela-

tion, and adapted to the Jew in his condition of
spiritual defectiveness, are ;he favorite text ' ook of
tens of thousands of professedly Christian believers.

Indeed the ordinary dialect of Christian experien.o
to-day is m'lich more largely taken from the PdaJT s

and other devotional words of the OIH Testame. {

than it is from the rapturous expressions ^' spiritual

victory which abound in the utterances of Paul, the
oracular deliverances about Christian Perfection that
John has left to the Church, or the manly, spontaneous
words of the Apostle Peter.

7
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Why those that fear the Lord when they speak

often one to another should in our day of perfect

privilege prefer to use the phrases proper to an in-

ferior time, is a problem. Why remain in the com-

paratirely bare and cheerless vestibule of God's
house, when the library with its treasures of wisdom,

the picture gallery with its collected beauty, and
the banqueting hall with its tables loaded with all

that is luscious and refreshing, invite you freely?

Why do people who chronologically live in the years

of the Christian dispensation, allow themselves to

live practically in the dispensation of David and
Rosea, or at most in the atmosphere of John the

Baptist and of the puzzled and inquiring Philip,

Thomas and Judas? John 14: 1 to 22. Our answer

is definite and certain and will be anticipated by
some readers. It is because they have not accepted

the gift of the Spirit.

The immense superiority of our privileges as be-

lievers in Christ is based on the wonderful words of

Christ Himself. We will begin with John 7 : 17 to 19.

In reply to the Jews. He says :
" If any man willeth to

do God's will, he shall know of the teaching whether

it be of God, or whether I speak from myself. He
that speaketh from himself seeketh his own glory,

but he that seeketh the glory of him that sent him,

the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him."

Here Jesus classes Himself and "any man" who will-

eth to do God's will together as of one kind of per-

sons, and declares a negative holiness of such

characters. Again in verses 37, 38, 39, He puts "he
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that believeth on me" on the same level with Him-
self as to being a source or fountain of living water.

For to the woman of Samaria Ke had said, "The
water that I shall give him shall be in him a well

of water springing up unto everlasting life.
'

' And in

this seventh chapter passage, out of the believer

"shall flow rivers of living water."
In chap. 10. that in which He calls Himself the Good

Shepherd, He says in verses 14, 15, "I know mine
own, and mine own know me even as the Father
knoweth me and I know the Father." Here is a
parity in the intimacy of mutual knowledge—even as

I know the Father shall you know Me.
In chap. 12 : 26, being part of His discourse to the

"certain Greeks who had come up to worship at the

feast," He says: " Where I am there shall also my
servants be." This is equality of environment and
perfect freedom of communion. The promise is an
assurance of, and an uplifting to. an honor not be-

stowed on others, and not previously enjoyed by any
one whatever. In chap. 13:20. He says: "He that
receiveth whosoever I send receivcth me." Here
He so thoroughly endorses His servants as to identify

Himself with them in most positive and definite terms,
In chap .14:8. His words are: "I will receive you
unto myself, that where I am there ye may be also."

They were to be as high in honor and as perfect in

advantage as He could make them to be. That
being the case, we are prepared for th.- otherwise
incredible assertions of verse 12, "He that believeth

on me, the works that I do shall he do also, and

If-

11
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greater works than these shall he do, because I go
unto the Father," an equality in the first promise
to Himself in the matter of power, and in the second
promise an increase of that power. In verse 20 He
enlarges the idea of union and identity previously

expressed, when He says, "In that day" (the day of

Pentecost and after) "ye shall know that I am in

my Father, and ye in me and I in j'ou." This parity

of relations, and the consciousness of those relations

between the Father, the Son and the believer is very
significant and wonderful, and is only to be appre-
ciated by experience. It exhibits a condition and
an elevation of humanity as much above anything
found in the Old Testament Scriptures, as the char-

acter and doings of Jesus transcend all who lived in

the ages that preceded Him.
The metaphorical simile of the vine and the

branches in the 15th chapter exhibits the identity

and all there is of difference between Christ and
believers very fully. The vine and any one of the

branches are, of course, two entities or things, but
as one and the same sap circulates through them
both, there is an identity of nature and quality. And
that the union between believers and Himself is on
a par with the union between 'imself and His
Father is quite positively asserted in verse 10, "If
ye keep my commandments ye shall abide in my love,

even as I have kept my Father's commandments and
abide in his love." A certain equality and fulness of

intelligence is implied in verse 15, "All things that

I have heard from my Father, I have made known
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unto you. " The statement of verse 20, "If they have
kept my word they will keep yours also," is on the
same line. In His address to His Father, which fills

the 17th chapter, it would seem as though the one-
ness of His brethren with Himself which in its com-
pletion must wait until the £*araclete came, was the
master idea. How grandly it appears from verse 8
and onwards. "The words that thou gavest me I have
given them." "I am gloriC.d in them." "That they
may be one, even as we are." "They are not of the
world, even as I am not of the world," words that
occur twice in the address. " As thou didst send me
into the world, even so sent I them into the
world." "That they all may be one, even as thou
Father art in me and I in thee." "And the glory
which thou hast given me, I have given unto them
that they may be one, even as we are one." "I in

them and thou in me, that they may be perfected
into one."

He who has heartily appreciated these words and
has entered by faith into their blessing, and who will

afterwards seek to feed his soul on the manna and
quails of the former time, acts as a finished college

graduate would, if he wasted his hours on th( lessons

of a kindergarten school. That Jesus did not intend
such retrogression is evident from the fifth chapter
of Matthew's Gospel. That the early Christians did
not so live is certain. And the Epistle to the He-
brews is an earnest and complete argument to the
same effect. Those who appreciate the Son, and
who are filled with the Spirit, are lifted into heavenly

I
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places, and "are come unto Moiint Zion and unto

the city of th? living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,

and to innumerable hosts of angels, to the general

assembly and church of the firstborn, who are

enrolled in heaven, and to God the Judge of all,

and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to

Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the

blood of sprinkling that speaketh better than that

of Abel."

He who believes in the sense in which Jesus con-

templates His brethren as believing, lives into these

conditions, and realizes their truth, and when he

does so, not only do the Old Testament scriptures fall

back into their right place of inferior value to him,

but a large part of the most valued devotional litera-

ture of these days is left behind. In much of that

literature, emotional fervor seems to be the great

desideratum. Christ's way is not dependent at all

upon emotional fervor, and is not forfeited or an-

nulled by its absence. "If ye love me, ye will keep

my commandments" is His description of the life

of a believer. That, as the personal condition in

us, and then the Paraclete from above as the divine

gift. John 14 : 13, and after.

What is the Word op God?

Three times during the utterance of the words by

which Jesus introduced and promised the Paraclete

to His disciples He called him the Spirit of Truth.

A few hours afterwards, when on His trial, and in
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the immediate presence of Pilate, Tvho represented

Imperial Rome, Ke said: " To this end have I been

born, and to this end am I come into the world,

that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every
one that is of the truth heareth my v.ice." John
18 : 39. His coming into the world for that purpose,

and the coming of the Spirit for the same purpose,

demonstrates that in the view of Jehovah the great,

the all-inclusive, need of humanity was truth Satan

had, as the father of lies, succeeded in putt g man
into the shadows of sin and death. Now, man, living

in these shadows, cannot see the truth. The Para-

clete is the Spirit of Truth, and being God, He needs

no assistant, an i therefore is the sole and only source

since He came of the truth WiJch Jesus came to

witness to while He lived, and to fill the world with

after His departure. Those, therefore, who refuse

to receive Him will be more or less under the influ-

ence of lies. One of these falsities which prevails so

generally to-day is the confining of the phrase,

"Word of God," to the written or printed matter

which is contained in the books which have become

parts of the Bible, being adjudged and entitled can-

onical by the church. Turning to the contents of

that book, we find tl»at in the books of Isaiah, Jere-

miah, Ezekiel, and the minor prophets, the expres-

sion, " the Word of the Lord came unto me," or

unto the prophet by name, occurs some eighty times.

The expressions, "Thus saith the Lord," or "Hear

ye the Word or words of the Lord,
'

' and synonymous

words, occur so often that the total of these asser-
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tions of the possession of a divine message by those

prophets amounts to over one hundred and fifty. But
the fact that such forms of expression were used

shows that these messages are distinguished from all

other words whatever. In no one of these cases is

there any reference to any book existing at the time.

More than eighty times in the Pentateuch does the

expression, " And the Lord spake unto Moses," or

unto Moses and Aaron sometimes, "saying," occur.

As it is the relation of such facts that makes the docu-

ment, and as no other such document existed before-

hand, there can be no question concerning these in-

stances. The 119th Psalm is the only place where
" Thy Word," in the author's address to God, prob-

ably means what had been written. As Ezra is by
many believed to have been the author of that

Psalm, it is not difficult to account for his love for

the written law. See Ezra, 7:6 to 10 ; Nehemiah,

8:1 to 8.

In the New Testament, Word of God is a title

given to Jesus Christ by John. John 1 : 1 aud 14

;

also Revfilation 19 : 13. His relation to JehoA'ah as

distinct from and yet identical with Him is similar

to the relation subsisting between a man's word aud

the man himself. Christ did not begin to utter the

mind of God to men until after He was anointed with

the Holy Ghost. That was what constituted Him
the "Word" of God But the expression, Word of

God or Word of the Lord, as it appears in the

great majority, if not all, of the passages, simply

means the testimony or word of one who at the
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time was filled with the Holy Ghost. These passages

are at least twenty-eight in number. In the Gospels,

Lnke 3 : 2, 5 : 1, 8 : 21, and 11 : 28. In the Acts, 4 : 31,

6:27, 8:14. 11:1, 13:7, 13:44, 46, 15:35, 19:20.

In the Epi.tles. Rom. 10:17, 1 Cor. 14:36; 2 Cor.

2:17, 4:2, 1 Thess. 1:8, 2:13 4:15, 2 Thess. 3:1,

1 Tim. 4 : 5, Titus 2 : 5, Heb. 4 : 12, 13 : 7, 1 Pet. 1 : 23.

In Revelation, eh. 1:2, 9, 6 : 9, and 20 : 4. In uU of

thoMe passages the expres.sion under notice can have
no other meaning than that above stated. Any one

through whom the Holy Spirit spokt in those primi-

tive days spoke the Word of God. "If any man speak-

eth," " speaking, as it were, oracles of God," is

Peter's statement showing how those matters were
regarded in his day. And Peter is he who wrote
of some part of the Scripture then existing. "Men
spake from God, being moved by the Holy Ghost."
Luke's account of Pentecostal inspiration is: "They
spake as the Spirit gave them utterance." This

is an inspiration as positi\e and fuii as that attrib-

uted to the prophets of a former age.

The book which has come so e'^clusively to be
called the Word of God is the authentic history

of how the Word of God came to men in former
ages. Happily, too, it contains what God said to those

men, for our benefit as well as theirs. 1 Cor. 10: 11,

Heb. 11 : 40.

The crying need of our times is that the words
that come from our thousands of pulpits shall be
without question, as it was with the preaching of

apostolic days, the Word of God. That is the kind

i :

?
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of preaching that Christ connnanded. It is what
those who hunger and thirst after Ood's righteous-

ness love to hear. If it should become the general

fact, the kingdom of Ood would advance among men
tenfold more quickly than it now does. God through

Isaiah said: "My Word shall not return unto me
void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." The
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews asserts that

"the Word of God is living and active and sharper

than any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the

dividing of soul and spirit, and quick to discern the

thoughts and intents of the heart." It thus be-

comes conviction, calling man to the salvation God
has provided for him.

Evolution.

In that magnificent book, "The Ascent of Man,"
by the late Henry Drummond, the process and pro-

gi.ss of that ascent is traced and described with

great power, beauty of language, fulness of infor-

mation and brilliancy of idea. Splendid indeed is

the culmination of his argument, when near the close

of the book he says: "Christianity is not an excres-

cence on the evolutionary process of man's develop-

ment, but its efflorescence. It is not a side-track

where a few enthusiasts live on impossible ideals;

it is the main stream of history, and of science, and
the only current set from eternity for the progress

of the world and the perfecting of a human race."

Page 441. In all Drununond's religious works he
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shows that he did not realize the true place of the

Holy Spirit and the signiQcance of His epochal

coming to mankind in A.D. 33. In that failure of

his he is at one with almost all the theologians of

all the Christian centuries since the first. So, when

he uses the word Christianity, he thinks of that

whose great central power is what he does not

understand in any definite or satisfactory way. This

is shown by the fact that he so largely ignores Him,

and when he mentions Him he gives Him only a

casual and incidental sentence or two, never writing

as if his heart is interested in Him—as though he

believes intensely in Him or is even in earnest to

understand Him. The ascent of man by evolution,

he rightly thought, culminated in Christianity, but

he failed to see that the evolution of Christianity

itself, which he thinks is the higher environment, the

spiritual environment, and the environment fit for

man because he is man, had its culaination in the

gift of the Paraclete. For, as we have seen, ancient

prophets predicted it as to come in what was to them

a far futurity. John the Baptist predicted it as that

which was then "at hand." Jesus promised it in

the name of His Father, prayed for it as a specialty

in itself, and as a specialty with which He was per-

sonally identified, and as the supply of what was

needed to complete the equipment of his brethren

for their work of witnessing to Him. And then, too,

He voluntarily retired from human sight, that this

gift might irradiate, heal, purify, empower, and

elevate man as no other power or system ever did.

1
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Not only did He entirely disappear in order that the
Paraclete should come upon them but He expressly

forbade His disciples from entering upon their life-

work of preaching in His name, until the Paraclete

should come upon them. When He came upon them,
so rich and abundant was their equipment that the

success which attended their preaching was miracu-

lous both in quality and quantity. Pentecost is the

divine crown to the evolution Drununond so ably

describes, but who.se shining he strangely failed to

see. It represents the power that demonstrates

Christianity to be from God. a fact that is made
only probable, by the sight of that evolutionary

process and progress, which it has taken ages of

intellectual evolution to make evident to him. He
believes that evolution in its main facts ceased when
perfection was reached. Certainly there has nothing

been added to man 's spiritual environment since the

Paraclete came, for He is perfection.

He acknowledges that there have been exceptional

degeneracies. Certain it is that there has been a

very general degeneracy in the appropriation by man
of tise magnificent environment which original Chris-

tianity provided.

Professor Drummond's books give us a brilliant

exhibition of some of the main elements in Christian

experience, and with eminent ability does he show
their agreement with the truth of nature, but he fails

to bring the Holy Ghost to the front, or, rather, he

fails to see how the Master and Maker and Founder
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of Christianity puts Ilim in the front, t>n an epochal

and sudden bestowment, given in order to make
Christianity a positive and unmistakable success.

Summary.

Most of the acts of the men of God, which ex-

hibited supernatural wisdom or strontilh, as noted

in the Old Testament, and which wore done in the

interest of God's people, and lonsequently were
God's manifestation of Himself, are attributed to the

Spirit of the Lord. Such were the words and acts

that came from Joseph's wisdom, Hozalel's skill,

Samson's strength, the superhuman knowledge of

David and the prophets, the heroic testimony of

Micah and the like. These acts and words demon-
strated a real and true inspiration in the actors and
speakers.

The case of Pharaoh, who recognized the Spirit of

God in Joseph, and that of Balaam, who obeyt d the

Spirit of God in himself, shows that the belief in

Him was a part of the religion of the earliest times,

since even in Egypt and Jloab it was so indigenoiuj

as to prove that it was part of original revelation.

But the mission of John the Baptist, being truly

unique and exclusively his own, required a peculiar

inspiration. In him culminated the inspiration of

the prophets, ...nd as his mission was to herald the

coming of the i^essiah, his work was not to perform

miracles, but simply to identify the Messiah and to

utter predictive testimony concerning Him. He also

i
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preached the necemity of repentance in order to

make ready to receive the Messiah ari(;ht. He was
therefore filled with the Holy Ghost even from his

mother's womb. Luke 1 : 15. That gave him an in-

spiration, fuller, deeper, and more intense and com-

plete than had been enjoyed by any of his predeces-

sors. He it was who said :
" I indeed have baptized

with water ; he that cometh after me is mightier than

I: hf shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost." As
the baptizing by water was the distinguishing fea-

ture of his own ministry, so it was to be the distin-

guishing glory of the ministry of Jesus, that He, and

He only, should baptize with the Holy Ghost. Every

one of the four men who each wrote a biography

of Christ recorded that predictive assertion of John.

And, although some other of John's notable utter-

ances were not recorded by all of them, this one was

not omitted by any one of them. They agreed with

John as to what was of the highest importance.

2. Christ put the Holy Ghost in a higher and more

deci.sive relation to human salvation than He him-

sflf (H'f'iipied by what He said, as recorded in Matt.

12:32, Mark 3:28, 29, and Luke 12:10.

3. Christ prayed for the gift of the Holy Ghost.

John 14:16. We pet therefrom the belief that if

He had not prayed for Him He would not have been

given for our benefit.

4. Christ revealed the supremacy of the Holy

Ghoet by declaring, as He did in John 16:7, that He
was about to retire to make room for Him, that He

If



WHAT MEANETH THIS? Ill

should have opportunity and liberty to teach what
He himself did not teach.

5. Christ aacended to the Father in order that

with other important mattera He might receive the

Holy Ohost, and then pour Him forth upon all men.

John 15:26.

6. Christ Himself actually poured Him forth. Acta

2 : 33, in such abundance that those who were tarry-

ing, as they were directed to do, were filled "i'ith

Him.

7. Those who were filled became perfect Chris-

tians; that is, they received all that Christ promised

to them, and consequently lived up to Christ's stand-

ards of life. They thereby became worthy witnesses

to Christ, as He had predicted that they should be.

8. Christ authorized Peter specially and individu-

ally to open the kinj?dom of heaven, Matt. 16 : 19,

when He said: "I will pive unto thee the key.s."

Peter's words. Acts 2:38, 39, were the putting in

of the first of the.se keys (see Rom. 1: 16), the Key

by which the kingdom was opened to the Jews at

Jerusalem. In that opening word of his. takeu in

connection with Chri.st's own words, found in John

A: 16. it is shown that all the spiritual enrichments

..hat came to Pentecostal believers are fully provided

for believers of to-day.

This great gift, whose immediate results in those

who received, provoked in others the query, "What
meaneth this?" is so closely and in so many ways

identified with Christ—it is so truly and exclusively
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of Christ—that no person can make valid claim to be

a Christian who fails of being filled with the Holy
Ghost.

Our answer to the question, "What meaneth this?"

is as follows :

It meaneth that every one who believes all that

Christ said concerning the Holy Ghost, and receives

all that Christ promised in connection with His in-

dwelling, will possess a plenary inspiration for the

whole depth of his being and the whole breadth of

his living. The Spirit of God will pervade and
dominate his spirit as truly and fully as his own spirit

pervades and dominates his bodily system. His

works will be works of God. His wdrds will be

words of God. Acts 19 : 11, 1 Pet. 4 : 11.

It meaneth that this new divine indwelling is from

henceforth God's genuine force, agency, method, and
representation on earth. All law, rule, personal

leading, teaching, or governing is to be absolutely

subordinated to the indwelling Spirit. Acts 13 :

1

to 4, Rom. 8:3, 4.

It meaneth that from thenceforth and because of

the Spirit's indwelling, Christ shall be known and

glorified as He cannot be in any other way. As
thus revealed. Ho will melt and destroy the selfisli-

ness of human depravity. He will dispel man's

spiritual ignorance and folly, and His power over

nature ard devils w:ll be shown in the overcoming

of all the forces that resist the progress of the king-

dom of God.

It meaneth that all this wonderful enrichment of
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soul is intended and provided so as to be received

and enjoyed from the very beginning of the Chris-

tian life. It was so with the 3,000, and with the Sam-
aritans, Acts 8 : 17. It was so with Saul of Tarsus,

ch. 9 : 17. It was so with the Cffisarean converts,

ch. 10:44. It was so with the disciples that Paul

met at Ephesus, ch. 19 : 6. And there is nothing

against our asserting that it was so everywhere in

those days. 1 Cor. 12 : 13.

It meaneth that thus the kingdom has now come
—that kingdom of which Christ's herald, Christ Him-
self, and Christ's disciples had said during previous

years that it was "at hand." After that day it was
never spoken of as at hand, but as existing in the

present.

What it meant was exhibited on a sufficiently large

scale by the Christian community that it immedi-

ately produced. The extensive and long-continued

failure to produce similar communities within the

bounds of Christendom has been owing entirely to

the slight regard shown to the Holy Spirit and the

reliance placed on human devices. "We are reminded

of the complaint God makes through Jeremiah of the

Israel of that day. "My people have committed

two evils; they have forsaken me, the fountain of

living waters, and have hewed them out cisterns,

broken cisterns that can hold no water.
'

' Jer. 2 : 13.

One thing more. This book seeks to present the

state of things in the dealings of God with man
that existed immediately after the Pentecostal gift

came to the Church, and before any of the books of

8
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the New Testament were written. During those early

years, the life and words of Jesus in the memory
of His friends, and the power of the Spirit in them
and their word, were the forces which promoted the

kingdom of God among men. The literature of the

New Testament did not then exist, and could not,

therefore, have had any influence. We have used

that literature because it is the undoubtedly authen-

tic record of the words that fell from the lips of

Jesus Christ, who is the supreme Word of God, and

the history of those events which exhibited God's

action in the production of the era that began at

Pentecost. The reference ; i'nd assertions made by

Paul and others concerning the Spirit and His work

agree beautifully with what we have asserted in the

former part of this chapter, but they could not have

had much influence on the Church's life before they

were written, and not much afterward, until p.tter

the canon, as it is called, was settled. According to

the opinion of those who have examined this matter,

the first written of the New Testament books was

not written until about A.D. 52, nineteen years after

Pentecost, and the last about A.D. 97, and not till the

end of the second centurj' was there any general con-

sent of the Church to call what we now know as the

New Testament the Word of God. And even then

there were some of the books not generally so re-

garded. The canon, as we now know it, was not

universally accepted until about the end of the fifth

century. So there were at least five generations of

Christians who were without the Word of God, con-



WHAT MEANETH THIS? "5

tained in the New Testament as a literary authority,

in the shape and in the relation to Christian experi-

ence that is prevalent in the Reformed Churches of

to-day. Christian life and the process of the king-

dom of God resulted in those days, not from the

study of "the letter" of any book which killeth,

but from the Spirit which giveth life. And when, as

it gradually and generally did, the basis of the

Church's faith changed very largely from inspira-

tion to scholarship and literature, the power of the

Church to promote the kingdom of God became sadly

impaired, until in proportion to ita numbers it is

not now a hnidredth part as effective as it was in

the first decades of its existence. It was perceived

by the Jewish literati in those days that Peter and
John, the foremost Christian preachers of the hour,

were "unlearned and ignorant men." But we
know that they were full of the Holy Ghost. The
church authorities of our day do their best to keep

out unlearned and ignorant men from the ranks of

the Gospel ministry. How they act as to the qualifi-

cation that Peter and John possessed we leave the

reader to judge.

Samuel IMorris.

A few years ago, a young negro man came to New
York, U.S., fruiii the neighborhood of Cape Palmas,

in Liberia, Africa. In Africa he had learned of Jesus

through companionship with another negro boy,

and had sougut and found Him as his Saviour. Some
time afterward he came under the influence of one

I
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of Bishop Taylor's lady missionaries, who had

learned the truth of the Holy Spirit from Rev.

Stephen Merritt of New York. He eagerly absorbed

all that she taught him of the Holy Ghost, and

hungering for more, she told him that if he wished

to know more he must go to Stephen Merritt. With-

out a dollar to pay his way, he started for the sea

coast, where God had provided a ship, in which he

became engaged for the voyage to New York. His

work one day was in the captain's cabin, and he

soon got the captain converted, and before the voy-

age ended, one-half of the crew also. Meeting Mr.

Merritt in New York, Mr. Merritt left him for an

hour or more at a mission hall, and when he came

back for him he found him on the platform, with

seventeen men around him, who were rejoicing in

the salvation of Christ, having been preached to by

Samuel in the meantime. This was on Friday. On
the following Sunday he addressed a Sunday-school,

and by a few minutes of his talk he had the altar

rail crowded with young people weepint; and sob-

bing on accent of their sins. "I never," says Mr.

Merritt, "could find out what he said, but the pre-

sence of God was so manifest that the entire place

was filled with His glory. Again, I took him in a

coach with me, I said, 'Samuel, I would like to

show you something of our city and Central Park.'

I began to explain matters, when he said: 'Stephen

Merritt, do you ever pray in a coach?' I answered,

'Yes, I often have blessed times while riding

about.' He placed his great black hand on mine.
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and turning me round upon my knees said: *We
will pray.' He told the Holy Spirit he had come
all the way from Africa to talk to me about Him,
and I talked about everything' else; then asked Him
if He would take out of my heart 'things' and fill

me with Himself. Bishops have placed their hands
on my head and joined with elders in ordaining ser-

vices, but no power came in comparison. James
Caughey (the famous vangelist) placed his holy

hands on my head, and the fire fell and the power
came, but the abiding Comforter was received in

the coach with Samuel Morris, for since then I have
not spoken a word, nor written a line, nor preached
a sermon, but in the Holy Ghost." Soon after he
was sent to a college, and it is said that he revolu-

tionized it. Rut his career in scholastic study was very
short, for after a few months he died. (Condensed
from "Sketch of the Life of Samuel Morris," by Rev.
T. C. Reade, A.M., D.D.)

The extraordinary soul-converting power that this

ignorant "Guinea nigger" possessed was entirely,

only, and exclusively of the Holy Ghost in him. He
was, when he got the captain and others converted,
and when he got the seventeen men into the king-

dom of God, entirely devoid of any of those so-called

helps and advantages that are so much trust in as

qualifications for doing the work of God t he
was "clothed with power from on high." , uough
he was grandly useful while at the college, it does
not appear that his studies did in the slightest

degree increase his soul-converting efficiency. He

•:
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was God's object-lesson to popular Christianity,

which has almost forgotten that the Holy Ghost has

ever come to help our needy humanity.

Rev. Charles G. Finney.

As we have given the case of Samuel Morris of

the neuTo race, we will present also that -A the emin-

ent American minister whose name appears above.

He waf. a native of Connecticut, born there in 1792.

During the years of his youth, his surroundings were

not very favorable either to literary culture or re-

ligious life. He, however, made such progress on the

lines of ordinary education as to be able to teach a

common school at the age of sixteen. When about

twenty-six he entered on the study of law in the

village of Adams, New York State. He says of

himself: "When 1 went to Adams I was almost as

ignorant of religion as a heathen. I had been brought

up mostly in the woods." However, he became a

.steady attendant on the Sabbath preaching of an

old-style Calvinistie minister, and also the weekly

prayer-meeting. He was accepted also as the leader

of the church choir. Religious questions began to

interest him, especially his own personal relation to

llod. He tells that "on a Sabbath evening, in the

autumn of 1821 (he was then about 29 years of age),

I made up my mind that I would settle the question

of my soul's salvation at once, that if it were pos-

sible I would make my peace with God. North of

the village lay a piece of Avoods, and on a certain
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morning, instead of going to the office, I bent my
course toward the woods, feeling that I must be
alone so that I could pour out my prayer to God.
I recollect to have said: 'I will give my heart to

God or I never will come down from there.' " He
earnestly pressed his case before God for some hours
with varying states of emotion, until, he says, "This
passage of Scripture seemed to drop into my mind
with a flood of light, ' Then shall ye seek me, and
find me, when yt shall search for me with all your
heart.' I cried to God, 'I take thee at thy word,
I do search for thee with all my heart, and thou
hast promised to hear me.' Very soon I found that

my mind had become most wonderfully quiet and
peaceful. The thought of God was sweet to my
soul, and the most profound tranquillity had taken
full possession of me." Undoubtedly he there and
then made his peace with God, became a son of God,
and the relation of God to him as Father became a

matter of personal experience.

Further on: "In the evening, being in the office,

the utterance of my heart was, 'I want to pour out

my whole soul to God,' and I rushed into the room
back of the front office to pray. There was no light

in the room, but it appeared as if it were perfectly

light. As I went in and shut the door after me, it

seemed 'as if I met the Lord Jesus Christ face to

face. He said nothing, but looked at me in such a

manner as to break me right do\vn at His feet. I fell

down at His feet and poured out my soul to Him.
I wept aloud like a child, and made such confessions
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as I could with my choked utterance," This ex-

perience was the acceptance of Jesus Christ as his

Lord, and was very similar to that of Saul on the

way to Damascus.

Qlorious as all this was, it was not all. " As
soon as my mind became calm I returned to the front

office, and as I turned to take a seat by the fire I

received a mighty baptism of the Holy Ghost. With-
out ever having the thought that such a thing was
for me, and without recollection of having heard

the thing mentioned by any one, the Holy Spirit

descended upon me in a manner that seemed to go

through me, body and soul. It seemed like the very

breath of God. I wept aloud with joy and love,

and literally bellowed out the unutterable gushings

of my heart.
'

' Thus was he brought into right rela-

tions with the Third Person and with the whole
Trinity.

By this baptism of the Spirit he was placed on
the same platform of relation to God as the men and
women who in Jerusalem and at Pentecost were

filled with the Holy Ghost. Like as it was with

them, the gift came at the beginning of his Christian

career. Like as it was with them, he bore no witness

to Christ until he had received that baptism. Like

them also, when he began to bear witness his word
had in it a marvellous power.

Twenty pages of the book to which we owe our

information tell of the extraordinary success that

attended his witnessing in the days immediately fol-

lowing. After some who had called at the office
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had been converted through his word, he says: "I
soon sallied forth from the office to converse with
those whom I should meet about their souls. I

spoke with many persons that day. and I believe

the Spirit of God made lasting impressions on every
one of them. I carniot remember one whom I spoke
to who was not soon after converted. I gave up
ray time to labor for the conversion of the young
people, of whom I had been a leader, and the Lord
blessed every effort that was made in a very won-
derful manner. I was every day surprised to find

that a few words spoken to an individual would
stick in his heart like an arrow.

Thus began a career of soul-winning and sin-

vanquishing which, for the spiritual prowess ex-

hibited and the true success achieved, has had few
equals, and no superior since the days of Paul. It

covered fifty years of .strenu»)us life. Ilis victories

were won not only over skepticism, immorality, and
irreligion, but also over a fatalistic theology every-

where prevalent, which distorted the sense of re-

sponsibility to God in them that accepted it, and
caricatured the Deity, although preached in His
name, while it -assumed to wear the garments of the

Gospel of Truth. Theology and ungodliness were
equally against him. But whole communities, by
the score in number, made godly and pure by but
a few weeks of his labors, gave divine attestation to

his work. In his evangelistic campaigns all classes

and kinds of people were conquered. Children and
their parents, judges on the bench, advocates at the
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bar, physicians, farmers, nierchuiits, university

students and professors, fashionable ladies,

degraded drunkards, and blasphemers, the sane and
in a few instances the insane, were everywhere swept
into the kingdom by the power of his word. The
truth preached was the only weapon employed, for,

although he was a man of more than average musical

susceptibility and culture, he used no trained choir

or accomplished soloist to co-operate with his

preaching. Unseen by the public were the extra-

ordinary private interce.s8ion8 of himself and others.

But the power of that praying came from the Holy
Spirit. Rom. 8 : 26, Phil. 3 : 3, Eph. 6 : 18. Jude 20.

Let him tell the secrets of his power himself: "My
mind is always pondering the truths of the Gospel

and the best methods of using them. Let no man
think that those sermons which have been called so

powerful were productions of my own brain. They
were not mine, but from the Holy Spirit in me." In

connection with one of his greatest successes, " I

had taken no thought with regard to a text, but

waited to see the congregation." Again: " The
Lord gave me a text and I went into the pulpit

and let my heart out to the people." Previously,
" The Spirit was upon me and I knew that I should

know when the time came what to preach." "In
those days I was obliged to speak without premedita-

tion, for I had not an hour in the week to arrange

my thoughts." At Auburn: " I had no time what-

ever to arrange my thoughts or even to settle upon

a text." When apparently a crisis contest greater
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than usual was imminent on Sunday, " I gave myself

to prayer on Saturday." " Unless I had the spirit

of prayer I could do nothing." "For some twelve

years of my earliest ministry I wrote not a word, and
often preached without any preparation whatever,

except what I got in prayer." Even after those

twelve years he still persisted in not writing as a

preparation for preaching, but sometimes wrote a

synopsis of wb^t, he had recently preached. This

was so like the .. ;tolic way. Acts 6 : 4.

Some of his general reflections are: "Great ser-

mons !ead the people to praise the preacher, good

preaching leads the people to praise the Saviour."
" Preachers sKauld keep their hearts full of truth

and full of the Holy Ghost. " "All ministers called

by Christ to preach ought to be, and may be, in

such a sense inspired as to preat'h with the Holy

Ghost f^nt down from heaven." Of a minister

with •^ lose chronic lack of success he was very

familiar, he says: "He had failed to receive that

divine anointing of the Holy Ghost that would make
him a power in the pulpit and in society. He had

fallen short of receiving the baptism of the Holy

Ghost, which is indispensable to ministerial success."

"I have often been surprised and pained that to this

day so little stress is laid upon this qualification for

preaching Christ to a sinful world." These words

were penned by him in 1867 or 1868. How much
have matters improved since thent

That Finney was a " chosen vessel," there seems

no doult. But, like Elijah, he was "a man of like
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passionM " to those of ffeneral humanity. Our
spiritual environment and poMsibilities are the same
aa his. We may live in free, happy, and conscious

communion with the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, just as he did, if we will to do so. Our
opportunities are not the same as hi.s were, and
our adaptations to the achievement of great success

may be less than his were, but it is open to us to

win what for us will be as (;reat victories over sin

as his was for him. No doubt there are, and have
been, many preachers whose equipment as instru-

ments were equal to his, but whose successes have
not been a hundredth part as great. The clay

under the hand of thf potter, the saw in the hand of

the carpenter, are similes which illustrate Finney's

relation to God the Spirit. The clay and the saw
have ip ^em no will that raJKht resist the will of

the mai. wno uses them. Finney's conversion and
con.secration annihilated all resistance to the Spirit

that might be in him naturally. The baptism he re-

ceived filled him with divine power, and that power
it was that gave him his great success, ^"^.l3moirs

of Rev. Charles G. Finney," written by himself. New
York: A. S. Barnes and Company. 1876.)

Personal Experience.

In July. 1886, being twenty-eight years after my
entrance into the Christian ministry, my attention

was specially drawn to the place of the Holy Spirit

in God's plan for man's welfare, and I preached
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upon the subject. One day, when in my garden, the

following words were formed in my mind with as

much prt'cision as though sp'iken to my ear: "You
and the CJhuroh iu general have been baptized into

the nnmo of the Iluly Spirit as truly iis into the

names of the Father and the Son. but neither you
nor the Chureh in gi-neral have given en\ui\ honor
to the Spirit, as you have to the Father and the

Son." I saw and felt at once that the words were
true, and that the message was from God. I went
into my study and read the - ords of Christ con-

cerning the Spirit in the f teenth chapter of

John's Oospel. The verse, "It a man love me he

will keep my word, and nij P'ather will love him,

and we will come unto him and make our abode with

him," confronted me. This promise, guaranteeing a

permanent consciousness of the personal presence of

the Father and the Son to the believer, had for many
years smitten me with a sense of emptiness, and un-

familiarity with God, when I read it. There had
been also some feeling of guilt, because I had not

realized in myself what I thought to be its meaning.

I saw that my attitude to the words of Jesus must
decide my case. Realizing that I had come to a

crucial hour in my spiritual hi.story, I placed my
hand on the promises 'hrist had uttered concerning

the Spirit. I then told my Father that at the risk

of all things I must now have what my Saviour had

promised to me. A view then came of what I must

give up, and I saw that to take the Holy Spirit

as my law and law-giver, above churches and man-

'A
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made theologies, might cause the severing or severely

straining some ties of natural and religious kindred,

and walking in loneliness with God as my only real

companion, I surrendered with those possibilities

before me, asked and trusted, and He came and
"rested" me, as the original of Matt. 11:29 ex-

presses it. As by a crucial consecration I had
passed over the line that God had shown me, I

found myself in a place where His way of dealing

with man was seen as never before in its simplicity

and completeness. The defect shown me, when in

my garden, no longer existed, and I realized not only

the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of

God, but also the communion of the Holy Ghost.

God required much more of me in the testing of my
consec»'d,tion than I have had to meet in my experi-

".e. I have had the benediction with but little of

cross. That benedicti a is now more radiant

^ satisfactory than ever. This book has come out

of that change in my relation to the Divine Trinity.

—B. Sherlock, Toronto, Ont.
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The Great Success vi the FiBi-r Day.

The nximber added to the first hundred and twenty

by the preaching of the one day of Pentecost, we
are told by Luke, was about three thousand souls.

Counting every one of the 120 as a preacher, there

were twenty-five converts made in a few hours for

every preacher. Such marvellous success has never

since been recorded in the history of evangelizing

effort, and it is not unreasonable to ask why. It

will not do to say that the disparity between that

great success and the comparatively small successes

following the best efforts of the times that have since

elapsed is a fair measure of the difference between

the zeal of that day and the zeal of any company
that since that time has attempted to convert men.

For there were helping facts and a unique situation

that day that existed nowhere else, and have never

been duplicated.

1. There was the character of the audiences ad-

dressed. They were "devout men out of every

nation under heaven." The list of nations or nation-

alities given in verses nine, ten, and eleven of the

second chapter of the Acts shows from what a

variety of lands these Jews had come to Jerusalem.
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As they were devout men, they were neither im-

moral nor skeptical, but mostly loyal and patriotic

Jews, who were religious enough to bear the expense,

and spend the time that was necessary to keep the

national feast or feasts at the ancient and sacred

" City of their solemnities." Probably they were

most of them merchants whose intercourse with the

world had somewhat broadened their views, so that

they would be to some extent free from the narrow

bigotry that was so prevalent in Judea. They were

not likely to be either dogmatic and punctilious

Pharisees or latitudinarian Sadducees. They were

more likely to receive Christ as the prophesied Mes-

siah if properly presented to them than any company

of men that could be gathered anywhere else.

2. There was the recentness of ihe death of Christ

in the city. Every person in Jerusalem must have

been a witness to or have abundantly heard of that

dying, with its supernatural accompaniments. And,

according to the report of the disciples. His resur-

rection had come to pass, and His ascension to glory

only ten days previous to the feast. The super-

natural was "in the air," and was in everybody's

thought.

3. There was the fact that this was the inaugural

day of the New Dispensation. Such days are always

greater days than those which follow after. There

never afterwards were such "thunderings and light-

nings and voice of the trumpet and the mountain

smoking " at Sinai, as on the day when the law was

given. There never afterwards was such a "glory

i



APPENDIX. 129

of the Lord filling <he tabernacle" in the wilder-

ness, as on the day of its dedication. Ex. 40: 34, 35.

"The priests could not stand to minister by reason

of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the

house of God." at the dedication of Solomon's

temple. 2 Chron. 5 : 14. That glory was not re-

peated. When Jesus was born there was a soloist

angel who sung, and an immense angel choir that

responded in the heavens above Bethlehem. These

were never heard during His subsequent life. These

temporary and sensational phenomena of inaugura-

tion introduced and established in each case an era

of permanent blessing, and were the acts of God

for that purpose.

4. The coming down of the Holy Ghost was a

sudden surprise to all outside the hundred and

twenty who believed the promises of Christ in that

behalf. It was like " a bolt out of the blue," and

there was no prepared opposition to meet it. It was

as the onset of an ambushment. It is always right

to take men unawares "'
• you bring with you un-

mistakable blessing. ;urprises are always of

that kind. "The sound } ... the rushing of a mighty

wind," which, it would appear, was heard for a con-

siderable space around the house where He de-

scended, and the tongues of fire, which may have

remained on the heads of the hundred and twenty

for some time, were very extraordinary phenomena

indeed, never repeated and were peculiar to that

day. Looking at these things, we may see that the

unpa'-lleled success of that one day is not a model
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in such a sense as to humiliate us when our success

is not its equal.

But we cannot so speak of the days following,

when so quickly the three thousanol became five, if

not eight, thousand, when, notwithstanding the

aroused and active opposition of the priests and

elders of the Jews, "the number of the disciples in-

creased greatly," and even of the priests them-

selves, many "became obedient to the faith." The

successes of these days, when each succeeding day

made the impression produced by the miracles of the

first day fainter, show what our /"esses m'-];ht be if

we, like as they were, are "clothed ». power from

on high.
'

' They had needed to tarry ten days ; that

is, the original persons who had heard Christ's pro-

mises, until He came. Now that He has come no

more tarrying is in place, for, as the Gospel feast

is fully spread, "all things are now ready." There

was no tarrying for the three thousand, none for the

Samaritans, nor for Saul of Tarsus, nor for the Cesar-

ean Gentiles, nor for the twelve that Paul met at

Ephesus. There is, therefore, no need for tarrying one

hour in the case of any one who in these days would
receive the br.pt ism of the Holy Ghost.

Additional Paragr-vphs.

Jesus Christ diffused complete physical health in

the beginning of His Messianic career. Matt. 4 : 23,

24, Mark 1:22 to 34, Luke 4:40, 41. At the close

of that career He diffused complete moral health, by
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the gift of the Holy Ghost. The first demonstration

was consequent on the anointing He received on

earth at the Jordan, the seitond demonstration was
consequent on Ills receiving in heaven from the

Father the promise (that is, the Gift promised),

Acts 2. 33, that lie might pour HIM forth upon men.

Both of these benefits are indicated by the words He
uttered at Nazareth. Luke 4: 18, and are included in

His promise and invitation. Matt. 11 : 28-30. See

1 Cor. 15:46.

To the true Christian, who is really one with

Christ, there are no moral problems, for that which
otherwise might be a problem is made plain by
the indwelling Spirit. And t'lere is in him no moral

weakness. He who is full of the Holy Spirit is full

of power. Whatever God requires him to do, he has

abundant power to perform. The perfection that is

in any wise other than the doing the will of God is

of the flesh and is not Christian perfection.

Greed, or the lust after wealth, is the cause of

most of the social wrongs under whi»h countless

millions suffer. To the eye of the average publicist,

and even to that of the ordinary Christian, no cure

seems to be in sight. It was fully conquered in

thousands of people, suddenly at Pentecost. It has

never been so conquered by any other person, power,

influence, or thing. High and unselfish "principles"

of altruism have their place in human thinking, but

of themselves they are only opinions* It is true

that back of those opinions the feeling of "I ought"

is often realized intensely. But ii is only when one
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is filled with the Spirit of God that he can triumph-

antly say, not only I ought, but I can, and I do.

Rom. 7 : 22, on to 8 : 5. E/.ek. 36 : 20. Why do not

the people who think they believe in God and in

Jesus Christ lay hold on the cure God has provided

by Jesus Christ?

All moral wrong is in reality and in God's light a

lie. The Spirit of God, who is called the Spirit of

Tnith three times by Jesus Christ, destroys the lie.

He is the Spirit of the Truth that Jesus came into

the world to witness to, John 18 : 37, the truth that

makes man free from all fetters and bonds of sin,

free to all holiness and grandeur of character. John
8:32.

The action of the wealthier converts at Jerusalem

after they had been filled with the Holy Ghost is the

only instance in all history where a number of men,

of their own accord and only from the impulse of

love, poured out of their abundance to supply the

lack in those that were poorer than themselves. The
gift they had received made them to care as little

about world wealth as John the Baptist did, who
lived in a desert and whose food was locusts and
wild honey; as Je«us Christ, who had not where to

lay His head; as the twelve who left their nets and

their business offices to follow Him ; as Peter, who
although he was the greatest Christian of his day,

could say, " Silver and gold have I none"; as Paul,

who averred that for Christ's sake he had suffered

the loss of all things.

jVIauieheism, Montanism, Nesloriauism, Ariauism,
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Pelagianism, Paulinism, Patripassianism, Sabellian-

ism, Tritheism, Calvinism, Arminianism, Socinian-
ism, are a few of the names which represent opinions
concerning what Christianity is that have been held
by numbers sufficiently lar^e to secure a place in

Church history. And in our own time, besides the
churches or sects vvhich still represent some of these
varieties of opinion, there are Universalists, Anni-
hilationusts, Christian Scientists, Christadelphians,
and some others which profess to speak in

Christ's name. But no one of them, any more than
do the great orthodox churches, accepts the Holy
Spirit as the one Supreme Revealer of God's mind
and Ruler of God's people. But Jesus Christ, whose
mind every one of the.se schools of opinion believes

that it represents, did certainly so speak of the Holy
Spirit. And so they are all of them minus the
power that Jesus promised, for they ignore the true
claims of the Person in whom that power resides.

The New Testament tells of two men whose rela-

tions to the Holy Spirit were more close and com-
plete than had been the case with any before them.
Of one of them, John the Baptist, it is said that he
was filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother's
womb. This filling came to pass when "it came to pass
when Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, that
the babe leaped in her womb and Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Ghost." Luke 1 : 41. When he
grew up his mission was to press the need of repent-
ance, to show what men should give up and discard.

The other man was Jesus Christ, who was conceived
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by the v Ghost, and at thirty years of age was

baptize th the Holy Ghost. It was His mission to

show 1 after they had obeyed John the Baptist

what they were to be, and what they were to receive.

The Baptist was no model man, for his work was
preparatory and incomplete. Jesus Christ was a

model, because a complete man, so complete that He
became a representative man, and as such His place

was vicarious for the human race. To fill the place

that He filled, it was needful that the Holy Ghost

should occupy Him more fully than any one else,

which He did, as we have seen. No one was to be

a brother of John the Baptist; every believer is to

be a brother of Jesus Christ, because every believer

is to be baptized with the Holy Ghost, as He was.

In no place, at no time, under no circumstances,

is Jesus Christ a rival to the Holy Spirit, or the

Holy Spirit a rival to Jesus Christ, for they always

act conjointly. From the time that Jesus was bap-

tized at the Jordan, when the Holy Ghost came upon

Him, until the day of Pentecost, God's highest teach-

ing to men was the word of " Jesus full of the

Holy Ghost." From the day of Pentecost, when the

Holy Spirit was poured out on all flesh, God's high-

est teaching to men is from the Holy Spirit full of

Jesus Christ.

The gift of the Spirit, which came at Pentecost,

was the last of the great acts of Jesus which were

in the plan of His manifestation to men, and was as

much and as truly His own act as was His submis-

siofl to the death of the cross, His resurrection, or
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His ascension. For lie prayed the Father for HIM,
He promised Him to His disciples, He told those dis-

ciples to tarry until He came, and He pouied Him
forth. This act of His was of an importance fully

equal to that of the previous important acts, and
if the effort He made to show its importance and to

explain its meaning be compared with what He did

in regard to the other acts, it would appear as if

He regarded it a.j ol" greater importance.

Archimedes of classic fame thought that if there

was a fulcrum somewhere, and he could place a lever

on it, he could move the world. To move the world of

human minds both lever and fulcrum were revealed

and furnished by God in Jerusalem, and on the day
of Pentecost. Though so little used, they still remain
in fullest magnitude, adaptation, and efficiency. The
visible Christian church to-day is in as close contact

with, and has as much libt^rty of action upon, the

world everywhere, as the Church that was formed on
the evening of Pentecost had on the world that en-

vironed it. And there are vast advantages on the

side of the Church to-day which did not exist on the

day after Pentecost. ^hat would happen if the

whole Church of to-day were clothed with the power
that made the Chu; h of those days so successful?

It is evidently the will of Jesus Christ that every

Christian is to be, above all things eke, a missionary

or a witness for Christ. He is to seek, first, the ing-

dom of God. Art, music, literature, science, com-

merce, law, wealth, social prominence, philosophy,

eloquence, popularity are to be secondary, never
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the supreme business of life with him. And to live

thus and to enjoy such life, it is, above all things,

needful co be filled with the Holy Ghost. All moral

reform is to be the outcome of being baptized with

the Holy Spirit. All attempts at moral reform that

ignore HIM are n jt truly Christian, for it is by that

gift that God seeks to reform mankind. The deepest,

truest, moral reform evt»r accomplished was when
"they that gladly received Peter's word were bap-

tized, and the same day there were added unto them
about three thousand souls."

Just before this book was printed the reading

world was startled by the New Theology of the Rev.

R. J. Campbell of City Temple, London. Neither in

the book he has put forth, nor in the notable criti-

cisms whi h it has evoked, is any serious notice

taken of that final and decisive manifestation of God
in whii '( Tie inaugurated Christianity by taking pos-

session ji men as never before He had done. Jesus

Christ, the Divine Man, was God's mediatorial Agent

to bring about that manifestation, which occurred at

Jerusalem and elsewhere in the first days of our era.

But men are not willing to accept that manifestation,

although it was, and is, so unspeakably glorious and

satisfactory. The Holy Spirit, who then came to

be the supreme theologian for every man, teaching,

revealing, guiding, and endowing with spiritual

power every one who allows Him to enter him, is

amply sufScient and efficient, because HE is the full

and final manifestation of God. He makes of every

one who does not resist Him a saint, a philantL.'opist,



APPENDIX. »37

and an evangelist. Hut men \>lii> call thi'iuselves

Christians do resist IIIM, and hence have arisen

theologies, so-called, wordy channels made by man,

which confine the How of God's water of life. These

theologies nave succeeded one another through the

ages, and as each one fails, becaiise being man-made

it must fail, it is followed by another, and this of

1907 is the newest and last. Christianity as it came

from God is altogether an evangel, and it is |)ro-

vided with an ever-pre.sunt divinity, who is Wisdom,

Impulse, and Power to insure its success; and a

theology is for it a handicap, a fetter, anti an in-

cumbrance. Isaiah heard the voice of (lod when, as

His mouthpiece, he said: "Por ray thoughts are not

your thoughts, neither are your wavs my ways, saith

the Lord. For as the heavens are high above the

earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and

my thoughts than your thoughts." Isa. 55:8, 9,

The t'aaos of matter was brooded over in the be-

ginning of creation by the Spirit of God, and life

and order was the result. The same Spirit is needed

now, who by the production of life and order will

end the chaos of man-made theologies and theories

of God's procedure. At creation's morn there was

no man to ask of the Supreme One for the Spirit's

coming. There are many now, and the promises

uttered by the incarnate Word are such as to encour-

age those who would ask for His incoming.

Some kinds of presumably miraculous work have

been done, and are being done, in modern days by

those who are not believers in the Christ of the New
Testament or t'i Holy Spirit whom the Christ pro-
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cured for His people. These doiuys fri'(|uently simu-

late, and to some observers appear to equal, the best

work done by the Church to-day. In Ex. 8: 16-19 is

chronicled how Moses and Aaron worked miracles

80 much superior to the work of the magicians that

those "magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the

finger of God." The immense moral miracles of

Pentecost so confounded "the world" that at tl e first

"fear fell upon all," and so defeated did the authori-

ties find themselves to be that they soon resorted to

persecution in order to silence the witnesses for

Christ. In this twentieth century there are few

places where persecution need be feared, and the

Church of God should everywhere and constantly

overcome "the world." For, like the immeasurable

store of electric energy which exists in the atmos-

phere and elsewhere, waiting to be utilized by the

skilled hand with the proper apparatus, the power

wherewith miracles of salvation may be wrought is

provided in unstinted affluence by God, and waits

to be possessed and used by those who believe the

word of Christ, and who know that these are the

days wherein the Spirit has been "poured out on all

fiesh."

A familiar fact in modern life aptly illustrates

the value of the Pentecostal gift. An audience as-

sembles in some auditorium in the evening. The ar-

rangement for lighting the room may be by gas or by

electricity. The people have come a few minutes

before the time announced for the exercises of the

evening to communce. The light in the room is not
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full, but sufficient for the needs of the moment.

When the exercises are just bet^inning some cue

presses a button or turns a tap and the room is

suddenly filled with an immense increase of light,

enabling all who are present to see with intense and

agreeable distinctness the persons and the things

essential to the occasion. So when the proper

moment in the progress of the divine proceedings

came, when the holy life of the ('hris^t had been

lived, the great words of Ilis high teaching had

been uttered, the strange tragedy of His death hud

come to pass, the luiprecedented miracles of His

resurrection and ascension had astonished His

friends; after a few days to allow the immense sur-

prise of those wonders to pass away from their

sensibilities; upon all these unique and mysterious

facta there suddenly shone a divine light, by which

their meaning was perceived with a distinctness

never before i)ossible; and the vision transformed

those who saw.

That everything appertaining to human salvation

took on a new, a grander, and u freer aspect after

the epochal comintr of the Holy Spirit is indicated

in the words quoted by Peter from Joel, when he

said: "And it shall be that whosoever shall call on

the name of the Lord shall be saved." Acts 2: 21.

When Peter made that a.«sertion he had upon him

and in him the fulness of the Spirit in exuberant

freshness, unmodified or lessened by any influence

whatsoever. The assertion meant that from that

moment onward, temple and priest, altar and saeri-
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fice for the Jew, and priest and philosopher for the

Gentile, had lost all their value, and in all the

future every man was to be free to commune with

his God personally, for He had come down so as to

be to every man a present, personal, and almighty

Friend. Thus there was made possible a true, a

divine democracy. Previously, democracy had

never been a real success, because the demos had

not to any sufficient extent been cured of his deprav-

ity. But that indispensable was supplied when in

3,120 persons on the day of Pentecost, the inborn

selfishness of human nature was triumphantly over-

come. As there is nothing ia the plan of God to pre-

vent the same victory to-day, why should we not

have an ideal democracy now? Such a democracy

would be ideal because it would be also a true

theocracy.

Within the compass of the eleven verses which

contain what Jesus said of the Holy Spirit in His

pre-crucifixion discourse, He called Him the Spirit

of Truth three times. If the destruction of lies and

the prevention of error was not to be the supreme

w'^'-k which the Spirit was to do, why this emphasis

..lid reiteration? Previously He had said to a crowd

of Jews who had partially believed on Him, John

8:32, "Ye shall know the Truth, and the Truth

shall make you free," and of Himself He said to the

same people: " I am a man that hath told you the

Truth, which I have heard from God," verse 40. To

His chosen friends, who believed Him more intensely

than those above mentioned. He said, in the begin-
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ning of His last discourse, "I am the Way, the

Truth, and the Life." And with the same great

thought on His mind in the same evening when
standing before Pilate this was His assertion: "To
this end have I been born, and to this end am I

come into the world that I should bear witness unto

the Truth. Every one that is of the Truth heareth

my voice," John 18:37. Thus did He identify

Himself with the Truth before the people, before His

choice disciples, and before the Roman Emperor.

And by what He said of the Spirit guiding believers

into all the Truth, teaching them all things and

dwelling in them, did He not guarantee them against

all error?

By all that on that occasion He said to His friends,

and by all that He said to His Father, as recorded in

chapter 17, He divided mankind into two classes,

and only two—"the world," and those who would

become attached to Himself. Of the world, He said

:

" They cannot receive the Spirit," ch. 14: 19, and of

a portion of that world, and they not of the worst.

He said: "Ye are of your father, the devil," ch.

8:44, and the devil " stood not in the Truth, for

there is no tnith in him, as he is a liar, and the father

thereof." Those who accepted the Spirit would be

led into all the Truth, and those who would not

accept Him would be under the power of lies, being

of "the world." So it has been ever since. Men
who did not surrender to the Spirit in His fulne-ss

have invented theologies which, not being the Truth,

have not met the real needs of humanity. Romanism

it.
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enforcing Pelagian theology has not made the na-

tions under its influence holy. Calvinism revolts

human nature by its fatalism and eclipsing of the

universal love of God toward man. Universalism
hides the justice of God and the danger of sin.

Unitarianism is only a philosophy with religious

sentiment and admiration of the man Jeods included.

Arminianism is a theoretical denial of what is revolt-

ing in Calvinism only. Second Adventism draws
men's minds away from present sin and its present

cure, and sets men to tracing an imaginary map of

an uncertain future. Christiara Science is a form of in-

sanity. But the Holy Spirit, as the Divine Re-
vealer of Truth, Witness to Truth, and Enforcer of

Truth, is never defective or wrong, ant His teaching

meets the needs of humanity, because when men
accept Him, they are healed of that depravity whose
fruit is sin and error. In his fulness of saving

power He is always available.

Joseph, " the man in whom the Spirit of God
was," as Pharaoh rightly judged, Gen. 41: 38, was a

uniform success, and in no enterprise a failure. He
managed matters in Egypt so that all the land be-

came the property of the State, and the tillers of

the land were given full freedom to cultivate it, and
to enjoy the fruits of their toil on condition of their

paying one-fifth to the State. Gen. 49:26. Thus
did this inspired man anticipate the ideas of the

single taxers of our day, by establishing the state

of things they wish for in the law of that nation.
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The oppressions of money lenders and feudal lords

were thus put an end to, and the temporary evil of

the seven years' famine opened the way to a perman-

ent benefit.

Joshua, one of whom God said, Num. 27:18,

that he was "a man in whom is the Spirit," seems

never to have done anything wrong in his whole

official career as leader of God's people. He was

wonderfully successful as a preacher to Israel. See

Josh. 24th chapter.

Zerubbabel was a faultless success in his enter-

prise of the building of the second temple. This is

what Zechariah the prophet has to say of him, Zech.

4:6: " This is the word of the Lord unto ZerubLabel,

Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith

the Lord of hosts."

John the Baptist, Jesus Christ. Paul the Apostle,

and many others were each one a grand and un-

qualified success, because they were "filled with the

Spirit." Which does the reader now choose to be,

a Divine Success or a dismal failure?

"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of

God, and the COMMUNION of the Holy Spirit, be

with you all." 2 Cor. 13: 14.




