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PREFACE
The author while a student at the Jewish Theological Seminary 

read the introduction of his doctor's thesis on the Yemenite manuscrit t 
of Pesahim (the property of Columbia University), to Professor 
Alexander Marx, who suggested that it might be well to collate the 
remaining Talmudic Yemenite1) manuscripts then in the Columbia Library.

In as much as the attention of the learned world has within the 
last quarter of a century been focused upon the earliest versions of the 
Talmud, the author while a Student at Columbia University decided to 
follow up Dr. Marx’s suggestion and employed his leisure hours in the 
collation of this work in order to throw further light upon the current 
text of the Talmud. This was attained by comparing the Bomberg edi
tion of Megilla with the Yemenite text of the tract as well as with se
veral other MSS. quoted in the following pages.

Permission for the use of the Columbia MS. was granted hy 
Prof. Gottheil under whom the author edited the MS. of Pesahim.

Owing to the unsettled conditions in the world today, the authorities 
at Columbia University refused to send the MS. to Canada, and as a 
result the author found it impossible to complete the work begun as a 
student. Reluctant to publish this unfinished tract, but realising that 
the dawn of peace was yet far below the horizon, the author gave way 
to the earnest entreaties of a Canadian Maecenas and allowed this work 
to be published with the daring hope, that his meagre results n ight be 
of some use to Talmudic scholars.

At the suggestion of Dr. Marx the author has omitted innumerable 
glosses which he varified in Rashi. The pagination of the Romberg edition 
is used, yet the order of chapters are similar to those of the MS.

1) See Student’s Annual Jewish Theological Seminary ot America New York 1914. pp. 248—2.18.
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VI PREFACE

In c inclusion the author wishes to express his gratitude to Professors 
Marx and Gottheil, to the former for his kindness in suggesting that 
the work be undertaken, to the latter for permission to use the MS. in 
question. The author also desires to acknowledge his indebtedness to Mr. 
Frederick W. Erb, supervisor of the Loan Dept, of Columbia University 
for the many courtesies shown him in connection with the present work, 
as xvf-11 as to the Publication Committe of Student’s Annual of the Jew
ish Theological Seminary of America for permission to reproduce the 
second chapter of this tract. Lastly he wishes to thank Miss Florence 
Cjoper for her kindness in recopying his results for press.

J. J. P.

Toronto, Sept. 1915.



INTRODUCTION
It ') has often been asserted by trustworthy travellers who have 

visited the Orient, that the Talmud is not to be found in the entire land 
of Yemen, and that few persons there are acquainted with this encyclopedic 
work of the Jewish mind. 2J In contradistinction to this statement. 
Neubauer, in an article dealing with the literature of Yemen. 111 called 
attention to the fact that Mr. Ephraim Deinard then travelling in Europe, 
had in his possession manuscripts of five Maseehtoth of the Babylonian 
Talmud, which he hoped some European University would acquire. The 
collection offered for sale by Mr. Deinard came from Southern Arabia 
and had been sent to him by his late brother-in-law who had travelled 
in that country for a number of years. The entire Deinard collection, 
to which Neubauer had referred, was acquired for Columbia University 
in 1890. 4) The existence of these MSS. proves that the Talmud has been 
studied in Yemen in the past. There is also proof that it is being studied 
there at the present time. SJ

Two codices of the Deinard collection, were written by the same 
scribe. One volume contains the Maseeh toth Bezah (pp. 1-331 and 
Pesahim6) (pp. 78—152). The other volume contains Megilla I pp. 1-33), 
Mo’ed Katon7) I pp. 34 —56 ), and Zebahim") ( pp. 56—1291. Page 130 is blank.

The name of the scribe is given in the following subscription found 
at the end of Bezah ohe’) n"l TIIPO p tH p H3V ifipn -|03
.;06tl ÎDN u'st? U*bl3 E>*3SW my.i “Blessed be the Helper of His ser
vant, the son of his Handmaid, David the son of Mended. May the spirit 
of God guide him. This is ended. And blessed be the Helper whose name 
is Peace. Blessed be He who bestoweth upon us happy life, peace and 
all good, Amen, Amen”. A longer passage at the end of Zebahim reads 
as follows: Kty^n xiED |Dtti pto pet onenr u'3ty C 'Si3 inin ivoi oSir:

Sx'e'nitK vivn n"3Y)n epv p yi'i myo p n'n rnyo p y'c m «yscci
VII



VIII INTRODUCTION

niscjE’ 'n3t3 'rjjo mon 'nscim *n$n:i ’rryoi ’mctr no b ^y ^ Sino* 
L"in josi jon yen 3npS) yynn niSsSi ycon onnb '’i'p3 nnno;o p3' ’C

- «V3V nrnoa nnoyA n'jnr.x n:c ppmo
“This is ended. And blessed be the Helper, who bestoweth upon us 

happy life, peace, and all good, Amen, Amen. A poor and miserable scribe 
[am I], David, a reader in the synagogue, son of Meoded, (may the 
spirit of God guide him), son of Saadia, (may he rest in Paradise), son 
of Joseph i may his soul be bound to God), who is known as 
May God forgive me for all in which I have erred or mistook, diminished 
or added, and for what was concealed from my sight; as it is written, 
‘who can understand his errors ? Cleanse thou me from secret faults’ 
Ps. XIX:13. To consume transgression and to annihilate wickedness, and 
to bring near salvation. Amen, Amen. The month of Mar-Cheshwan, the 
year 1858, according to the era of contracts I Sel. 1546 ) in the province 
of Sanaa.

From the subscriptions we learn (a) that the scribe’s name was 
David ben Meoded ben Saadia ben Joseph, (b| that he was a reader in 
the synagogue, (c) that the date of the manuscript is Mar-Cheshwan, 
1858 (Sel 1546), and id) that it was written in Sanaa.

Still another subscription, written partly in Arabic and partly in 
Aramaic, which Professor Gottheil has translated at the end of Dr. 
Margolis’s little pamphlet reads as follows: 5 "Was present and recog
nises us binding Musa ibn Said, that he has bought this portion of the 
Gemara from Abraham as-Sudi, its price being three Qurush. [The sale] 
was completed in the presence of the witnesses in the year two thousand 
and one, in the city as-Sud, which is situated by the lake called Ahsan. 
This happened on the eighteenth day of the month Tebeth. We witness 
and attest [it].

Musa berabh Zecharyah(? ? ) Halevy.
Nathan ben Shemarya 'Wy^N”.
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The MS. of Megilla which we have here examined is included in the 
volume which contains Mo'ed Katon and Zebahim, and is to be found on 
pp. l<z—33ii. The MS. is written on yellow paper 111, 2x8, 2 inches of 
which 9x5, 8 is written over by the text, i The outer and lower margins 
are wider than the inner and upper ones. The number of lines on each 
page is thirty five. At the lower right hand corner of each leaf of the 
MS. is written the first word of the next page, just as in the printed 
edition of the Talmud.

The marginal notes sometimes cover all the available space on the 
margin. Although in Mo’ed Katon the marginal notes as a rule are 
written in Arabic, in our text they are always wiitten in Hebrew. They 
are always introduced by the words -jnya (in the ’Arukh , or yT *n3!
I May the memory of my teachers be for a blessing! In the marginal 
notes and corrections two hand may be distinguished, one evidently that 
of the scribe himself. All the notes beginning with the words 1
have verified in the 'Arukh. Several notes introduced by the words 
S"f 'nil I have verified with comparatively slight changes in spelling 
in Alfasi.

On the margin are found also a number of passages which the first 
scribe originally overlooked and which he must have inserted latter.

On the whole the MS. seems to have been written very carefully. 
It contains only a few dittographies and mistakes which are of minor 
importance. We notice however, some inverted expressions and many 
transposed passages. These fortunately however, do not impar the 
meaning of the text.

1 have found in the manuscript a few explanatory passages fulfilling 
that purpose which the Talmudic commentary of Rashi does at the 
present time.

A careful examination of the text will reveal the fact that several 
text corrections are in a later hand, and in brown ink. The corrections by
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a second scribe were made for the purpose of making the text read in 

accordance with the printed edition of the Talmud. In two cases, however 

the second scribe was in error, the original reading being correct.

SCRIBAL PECULIARITIES.

The script of our manuscript is the Yemen Rabbinical script. One 

notes, however, following peculiarities. 11 The Sin is always pointed, in 

contrast to the usage in the MS. of Mo’cd Katon, which I have also ex

amined, where the Sin sometimes pointed and sometimes not. 2) The 

words tODJ and piVJno are always written in large script, and likewise 

in several cases the entire Mishna, as well as the voces memoriales ( D'3C*D I.

GRAMMATICAL PECULIARITIES.

The MS. does not seem to have any striking grammatical peculiarities. 

There are however some difference which are worthy of notice: 1) The 

MS C. always uses the emphatic form ttrqn in prefrence to the
regular form plus the suffix, Kfiyi XpSo. 2| Whenever the printed edition 

usually uses NO'b the MS. C. uses the form XD"3. 3) The Aramaic abs. 

Plu. ending is always used in prefrence to the regular Hebrew ending of 

the printed edition. 4) The MS. C. invariably substitutes a D for a L". 

5) In a number of cases the MS. C. uses the plural forms of nouns which 

the printed edition uses the the singular form. 6) Where the MS. C. Is 

usually deffectiva, the Bomberg is plene and vice versa. 7) There is a 

freqent interchanging of prepositions.

QUOTATIONS FROM THE BIBLE.

In quoting from the Bible, the MS. C. differs both from the printed 

edition and from the other MSS. The MS. C. differs from the edition of 

the Talmud, in so far as it gives the entire Biblical verse, where the 

printed edition quotes only the essential parts of the veise. Although in 

other MSS., quotations from Scripture are usually very inaccurate our
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MS., in every case but one, agrees with the wording of the Bible, and 
in the one exception the difference is not a serious one. It appears from 
this that the scribe copied all scriptural quotations direct from the Bible 
and not f-tom the Talmudic MS. which he had before him. This conclusion 
is supported by the fact that the verses are always vocalized, — and vo
calized, too, as they are in the Bible, except in one case >nmnbl TOr6\ 
where the Babylonian punctuation is used. Other differences are the ex
tensive use of the nns and the use of the matres lectiones where the 
Bible in our printed edition omits them.

I have here collated the first three chapters of Megilla with four 
other MSS. I the variations of which are given by Rabbinovicz in his 
Dikduki Sophrim, and the second Venice edition of 1538 . The four MSS. 
in question are the Munich MS. I Cod. Hebr. 95) of the entire Talmud 
written in France in 1369; and the Munich MS. I Cod. Hebr. 140-141 ) of 
German or French origin; the Oxford MS. Op. Add., foil. 23; and a London 
British Museum MS. The fourth chapter of the Yemenite MS. owing to 
the lack of time and books was compared only with the Bomberg edition. 
The following letters will be used for the four named MSS. and other 
codes used:

Munich MS. 1 = M.
Munich MS 2 = M'.
Hananel == Han.
London MS. = L.
Oxford MS. = O.
Alfasi — A.
Asheri = A'.
Rashi = R.

From the number of disagreements of the C. C. MS. with any one 
of the above sources, we may safely conclude as to its independent 
character. We notice that it gives a fuller version of the text, and 
contains readings not found in any of the other sources.



NOTES
1) This Introduction has been taken from the introductory page of 

the author's thesis for his Ph. D. degree.
2) Comp. J. Sappir 'Eben Sappir vol. 1 p. 53</
3) Comp. A. Neubauer, J. Q. R. vol. Ill p. 614.
4) Prof. Margolis of Dropsie College has originally examined the 

tract of Megilla and embodied his results in pamphlet form. Comp. Max 
Margolis, the Colmbia Ms. of Me Ghilla N. Y. 1892.

5) Yomtob Semach; Une Mission de l’Alliance au Yemen Paris 
1910 p. 68.

6) The author edited this Masechtah for his Doctor’s thesis, which 
was accepted in Oct. 1913 by the Semitic Dept, of Columbia University. 
Owing to the war however he has been unable to print his results which 
are now in the possession of Prof. Gottheil.

7) The author has also edited this Masechtah which is now in press 
with the Druglin Buchdrukerei of Leipzig, but which they are unable to 
send him owing to the war.

8) The author shortly hopes to publish the first three chapters of 
this tract.



Chapter I.
Bomberg

3a
2) J'DplOn

18) ponpo nvnS o'osn jopS

23) inr:pn
24) ny 31K

24) met :ppn
25) etn:pn 'ipyi
26) mSi3
26) K3K 13 )Cr 31
27) oni> 13pm
28) 13013 «S :K310 0'3D1 On'3Dl 'KO 

DÎV3DÎ «3113 D’3D1 NO'K :H1 Sr

:D’3dti men 
31) S'n "i3iS TiY «Si K’n SsS 

jot iry rSr
31)
32)

3'n3 mil' «Si 
”13lS 1'ix «Si

33) 3'J13 113V' «Si
39) .13013 «S*

C. C. Ma.

niepion
:0'D3n nj'jn *i io« ion'«i jopS 

.j'D'ipo virr 
13’pn 

1V31N u’pn 
m« '3'n :ppm «in 

«n3pn 'ipp

«13113 per 3i 
Han. M. o. o’osn onS 13pm 

:min L. ,i3’o npor :on'3Dt '«c 
□ n’301 KD'K : M'. 0. ni Sr 13D1 «Si

D3011 «*011 OH'301 :«31t3 
|D1 '03 '3H "13lS TIY :K'.1 SsS

A. A'. M. 113V' «Si Kip 'OK
nrSr :«n« 31 '’D "isiS tiy «Si 
A'. N. T. '3r :K’,1 SsS nS'.ip JOt IC’V 
3ri3oS 1'iY «Si Dn-ip3 D’im',1 iSnp' 
S«ir' 13 |'D33nor mpn ov «m

n'3pnS
M. 113V «Si Kip 'OK 

S'Kin '01S3 Ssnoo 'IE :.13DT3 kSn 
nS)o «ipoS m«ir3 o"3p Sr on'3'pi 
kSk nniR pup i'K iniyo 0.1S urrrs

A. Han. 113013
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Bomberg
3b

3) DlpO

r>) min’ '13 nb 'ini P'xi

10) bxx” ixin :xi> bps bbs popro
M3'3

11) : I'D pro 1D’31X3 '’HD

16) xip 'ox
17) n''t?vb ni'DT

18) |’3-I3

22) yenn' nroro noin nopro

23) rp'i tons 'ox xb ttmp p 
25) |tyity xbx 'oxp *3n me TiD

xbl D’t1D3 XP :jX03 'i3yi 
I'Dpros

30) nmp p venn' '1 pb iox
31) xin xemb xip xbx rb nob 

xin nb p yein1 '31131 :xnxi
'dxi xnxi

32) ,103 ip
33) b'O n'13ob 
33) smam xmomi :d'idx D'Div

C. C. Ms.
obiyn nroix ixi' iDibs mx 'ro 
i'V bp nsin D'ivro pny bxitye’ 
Dm j'X nox'i inx di'3 p'xi vyi 
I'x ps-ob :n:3D3 pxitr” 1X031 nnx 

■nrn jots inx dv xbx mix |*ny
M. Dlp03

X3’xi -.min' 'is nb *3xni xs'xi 
.min' 13 nb '3xm 

:iip'3 xi> Si?3 bbs nom niDpro 
in3'3 bxic>' îxb noin niDpro iox 

nom niDpro 
xip 'OX X31 'ox 

nr be1 oor ,i"ry no :n"pyb nrar 
nr bt? oor ni’Dr «jx mr b oor îxb 

;nr br oor ixb
D'313 f|X

mi'i nom mopro onm one 
ynn' mo'o L. 

p’i X3n3 'ox xb xoyo ’xo xnip p 
13'IOX Xp '3fi ixS xbx :'t1D 'no 

:;xo3 msyi ;tyity

yenn' '1 'ox 
xrxnb ni>i3 xbx m. xnx ’xoi> 
'dxi 'ib p vein' 'n xn :xnxi xin

nos iyi 
bro i3’m n’i3ob 

xm :nco xin d’dix :diiox D'Div
r'ms 40)
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Bomberg

mn mno px 
irpm

3371 yxoK3 I’mns 
mïcn 3bx «vid «iid 

trmb 37iv 
01333 

nytyiiii 
30X1

'3133b xbe 1'3B^ IhTI 'lb3 
X3K
xbe
31V1

oiose
X3t7 'XO

rxyîintx x'333xi :nvmtx xb 
X'3n :xnS’D xens’D X3"3ix3
b'D X3'X1 JBnB'03 'b'D X3'X

jonoon 
xinn xoi'3 

'3xboi 
xrn m’xi 

xrn xb
voc n'ip np’b n'njpn 'xo

•3'033 V31X
ntmb

'333 :33 'ox mw 33 'dxt 
jmi3y3 
'myo

C. C. Ms.

113 ii3'o xbx

M. onoxi
.3371 VYOX31 3371 t’X33 ;'313B 

niiYon nbx 73’x syiD =vd 

B’inS ’xen
0133331 

3pty3T3 M. 3J>r 331X3 
0. oblV be 13133 30X1 

•3133b M. xbl 

M. *371V K3X 3'3 

Xpe M. '33

0133e M. xbx 
X3e 'xoi

:xyij?3tx 'X'333X1 :XI?3X XyUHtD xb 

X3'X ’X’333X :’b’D |’L"3B'0 X3'31X3X

[03003

XI33 L. M'. X33’V3 
itxn xb 33X01 '3xboi 

XI3 ixb 13’X3

3-0 IT3 xb
b’T’b t'3'X X3'X *X3 T3*33p3 ’XO 

voe 3'3p X3pb P330 'XI ,3'33 

X3p'bl M. 31CX V33X 

X'3X3 X13 3tmb 

ibxioe OX 3313' 33 'OX '03 M. 303'X 

}33p3 3313V ''B D3313V3 D'333

X0C7I



4 THE COLUMBIA COLLEGE MS. OF MEGILLA

40)

43)

43)

Bomberg
pc ba «b 

ktd3 ppco 
abn'3

44) ’riK3 nny
44 poyn iina

3b
l) ibty

3) rm Km :D'3m kh

7) m33ipD Kb b3K HT31 HT3
9) pc» ba

11) bp

15) K’jmo spy mito no
21) îmnsb
24) spy m”30 ’n
27) no 'dki spy mvo no
30) B yK 'n3 :'nj 13'KC E'TK "POD 

"POD 13'KC’

C. C. Ms.
M. nno'ob :K'y3'D 

Kn'03 M\ 0. ”3K noK :’npco 
nb’bn iniK3 peon D'pn 'a obn'3 
nb’bn iniK3 'nr' ncK3i :i3’npn Kbi

c'ocna
'nK3 nmnbio'3 b’3C3 'b :*nK3 nny 
Kinn nb’ba ycim ib'i 'nai oyn -pna 

Tos. poyn -pna

'ni’BC’i pnKC jot bsc nooi nbnc 
I’iidk bKne” :|Dipo3 Kbc pnc 

M'. o. noon c'ocna 
mon D'3nn 1 2o'am Km rnn kh 

D'niBi nnuyoa bp mmi 
ni33ipo Kb mai nra 

noib I'iy j'Ki 
mobni nmay R. nniBi nnnyo bp 
‘mb'3o 'nc mnyi nmn mobn nmn 

;o'K nnK niYOi nb:o 
b--n t’baoo d :niYD noi nmn mopn 
yiocb pyai nmayo mon Kim nmn

bl’D p"D 
pnno mvo no 

mnnb 

spy M. jno nt'K

B'TK 11DD plOD 13'KC C"V’K HK13 
nK33 13'KC

1 S«n«” ptroS yin 'c.
2 Stne” bsv lor n’on nmn S"n e.
:1 Corrected by second scribe mwo Tr.
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Bom berg
:i4) bn33 mere

3k) 'oxyo n’b 'ybp’Dn syx
40) nom ib nett

C. C. Me.
;o’D bnjD X3nn 

:o’C’3 nib :3in :mry3 :*ipinr yo 
nuicn :nibxie’ 

Hen. xobyo nb into 3-yxi 
nin'oxb nom ib ntrx

la
6)

7)

8) 

10) 

14)

iTlfbtt h 'x 
3in n 

'n3VDC
xnp'yo nn onyn bbso 

IP'n nco nm

18)

20)

22)

27)
31)

xomn mo 
0V3 nrmc’bi mb’bs nb’ion nx 

nb’bs
HXT3

nvnb

nybx h 'ox o. xbx 
'snn’xi 

'-mrxBci

'33 bx ” nyio nx nt3>o i3Ti x'3m 
bs flip vn't? jmvD A. M. bxne” 

x*3m :i30i3 mxi nnx 
• M K3’0X xnyn xpbo 

nb'bs nnwbi :ov3 nb'3on nx 
xnnx3

M. itybx h 'ox nxi’3 
L. m*ey

lb
7) HD'33H OVD

io) t'0333 j'xn mco nnyn xpbo 'xi 
:j'313b mb 'TDBD 'C'Dn31 '3C3 
:J1TD1 O’D IpED'C' H3 XD'H xb 

'3BD XD'X xbx 
1« n3C3 '3C’3

17) D'P31 XC”1 X3ST 'XD

181 XB'D X3C’ 'Dl

nO’33H DVD xbx 
}'D333 |'xn lbbn dicd :mox 'xi 
nox nx 'X xbx :a'3"ob mjnDD’3 

d'ibdh by ibp’n o'osn -idx nx '3n 
:'3BD HD'33n Dvb ponpo m'r 

'3C3

M. xnp'yo X3C 'xd 
M. X3n X3C 'XD1

1 Inserted by a second scribe cn nSaxi ennam t.
2 Inserted by a second scribe.
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Bomberg

21) :’Dv ’an ’x :’an *x vac '’ano
’an -XD

27) inn’ xP
28) i’BpioS
28) pepicS
29) nc-B’x x^n xan ’axy
31) nan nay pan xoxi
33) 'nsai i’spiD
33) 'm”yb pomp papio px

36) ’Di’ 'nn noyta ’XD
38) no’aan o’p p’nn xb nn"y
40) :x’n nay naor onn xnyn ’an

oaor xam :inn’ innan Vsim
nay any

41) nam 'n 'ox
42) nayn
42) nnn’ nnnan ba xpx
43) janp xS naya n^ao xmo
43) nsiy ny’pnai
44) ih

xoyta i3”.m nsiyn xoyta ia”.ni
aSiSn

46) moxy -a py «ix
na

K nnoy
2) nnyya naora xSy

10) nay any <xd :xbx
ID •jopoo nm”y innai ^’xin 'oxn

rpmno 'aia 
K'n 'XD '■) 
wry kS 

non niBpoS 
non niBpoti 

nysx xin N3n :nc-Bxn '3-n ’S’D ’an
NON1

non mspio D".D3 
niBpie ionp*y wb ’ax M. o. nox 

nnvvfj non 
L. M. KDJftD *ND 'DV 'n 

jopoD mv’y inn’ «b 
Dao nay any «an

m’jDtn
inn’ pnnan ba :'oxp ’an xSx 

jrnp xb naya ba xn’D

lin ’pa u’xy *D 
nsiyn n’oyc irm a^ipn n’Dya irm

I’nn xt> ncvy nnoy 
xbtt nniN |nip px snaora x^y

nnrya 
nar any <xo 

pnnan ba 'oxn

C. C. Ms.
A, M'. 'n ix :’Di’ 'n ’x
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Bomberg
17) loona
18) oipo
21) nay' 8pi

23) 838 'l
23) i’aeno |’8e
23) aeno nn8
24) aeno nn8
24) pn8o Snpm mom asa 'yem

'OiipN 383 'yen :;'D'ipo bSi
’oipo nS 'nuyniB

28) ’H381
27) nS p'in80

27) IDT

27) 8'H '80
28) '30
29) pm
29) 310 ova
30) jot Sa
31) iSim
3i) jnnNn aio on iSia Sim Sa n«
23) pn8D 80V nm
23) I’llO

23) naea nvnS mvy Sn ose
nb

2) lS nm bSi 383 nyen

5) naen
9) noSo
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