
U W n I IRRUtA

<ïl)r

(E ntt ml (Elmrrii
[s“—j

1832-1919

HAY BAY CHURCH
The First Methodist Church in Upper Canada.



(I CI ÎJMMMVM SVNOIIX AHH

" :

r i ■
.



Bebication

®0

(Ehc mruturn uf oitr pioneer», 
^Ministerial anil (Cay,

lulioae boMes limn since miitrii Initli 
their mntlier bust ’iiratlr tlic“lieatiiim 

imnmiie" of “(fioh’s arrr," tulosr 
hebotrb srrtiire rnahe possible

Cl]e Central Churrli,

of to-bay, aub flic spleubib possibilities 
of its future, (tie rrsprrtfully bebi- 

rate this little history.

.IJohu Jiforrisou, H.D.

1

•> (•)—• -f'H't»-!’



CENTRAI. METHODIST CHCRCH



ali? Gkntral 
itti'thuiUii! (Eburrb

Narnia
(0ntarin



638a3



SARNIA METHODISM

ABORIGINAL INHABITANTS
"Lo, tin- poor Indian! whoae untutored mind 
Seen God In vlouds, nr In-art» Him In tin- wind."

HO were* the first inhabitants of America, and from 
whence came they? No mail knoweth. Did they 
come from the east, from Asia by way of the Aleu
tian Isles? Did they conic from the west by way 
of the lost At la ill us? Greek writers tell of this 

island, lying—“partly between, but mostly beyond the Pillars 
of Hercules”—and that beyond Atlantus lay other islands and 
still farther west a continent. Plato in two of his dialogues 
speaks of Atlantus.

Spanish explorers four centuries ago. found a wonderful 
civilization among the Aztecs inhabiting the central and south
ern portions of this continent. These had taken the place 
of the Toltecs, whose wonderful ruined cities in Honduras 
and Yucatan, forty-three in number, have been a wonder to 
all, who, in modern times have seen them.

Are our North American Indians descendants of any, and 
if so. which of these ancient people, from the east, the west or 
the south?

The first explorers in Canada found everywhere an ancient 
people, the progenitors of our present day Indians. The western 
part of Ontario was peopled by the Atawandarons who were 
farmers and manufacturers, rather than warriors. These 
Indians were by the French explorers nick-named ‘‘Thu Neut
rals,” as they held neutral the zone lying between the Ilurons 
on the north ami the Iroquois on the south.

When Champlain, April PI, 1(>()8, sailed from Ilonfleur, 
France to found a settlement on the St. Lawrence, there ac
companied him a sixteen-year-old youth, Steven Brule.

In Kilo Brule was sent by Champlain, to accompany 
Algonquin Indians to our Ontario, to learn the language, 
and spy out the land.

Brule became a great explorer. lie was the first white 
man to stand on the shores of Lake Nipissing, or to descend 
the French River. He discovered Lakes Ontario, Erie. Huron 
and Superior. He was the first white man to explore the 
western part of our fair province, and his feet may have trod 
the soil where stands our fair city. His canoe undoubtedly 
cleft the blue waters of our beautiful St. Clair.

—7—



SARNIA METHODISM

These explorations were largely made before the Pilgrim 
Fathers landed on Plymouth Itoek.

Saul whs the <IchIIi of our pioneer explorer. Somewhere 
in tin* Georgian lliiv region in KiiVJ. Pride wan murdered 
and his hotly eaten hy savage Imliams.

COMING OF THE PIONEERS
‘•|*luiiifiil l'loiv*vi>: Whitman.

Apart from a few explorers ami nivn in tin- military ser- 
viee, who were really nomads, not set tie is, I In- first white 
settlers of Western Ontario were members or ileseendants of 
mem hers of tin* Cadillne eolony of 1701. In 17-VJ there were 
twenty families on the shore lines of the present County of 
Essex. The first baptismal reeonl If. Vatholie) in that settle
ment is ilateil .Inly hi. 1701. the first marriage, •lannary 24, 
1700. ami the first burial. Mareli 20, 17(10. Some of the pioneers 
may have been haptizeil or marrieil in Detroit. Imt these are 
the firs! rerun lei l in Western Ontario.

Hy the proelamatioii of Loid Dorehester. .Inly 24, 1788. 
that portion of (jnehee now ealleil Ontario, was divided into 
four ilistriets. The fourth was ealleil liesse, its eastern hotin- 
ilary being a line run line noitli from the most easterly ex
tremity of Long Point. On Oet. !•">, 1702, these ilistriets were 
re-named, and Hesse heeame the Western Distriet.

In 1701 the Provinee of (jitehee was divided, heeoming 
Lower and Cpper Canada, and hy the proelamatioii of .lolin 
Graves Simeoe, -Inly Hi. 1702. the four original ilistriets were 
suh-ilivided into nineteen eounties.

The nineteenth enmity was named Kent, ineluded part 
of the present enmity of that name, and ineluded “all the 
land not being territories of the Indians, as far north as 
Hudson's llav: south to the Ohio River and west to the 
Mississippi." This vast area had also been ineluded in the 
Distriet of Hesse.

The first oflieial survey in Cpper Canada began in 1781. 
and between that and 170(1 surveyors aeting under government 
orders had surveyed some of the Townships in Essex County, 
and disbanded soldiers settled there. These eonstituted the 
seeotid iiieoming of white settlers to the western part of this 
I’rovinee. The first had been Freneh and It. Catholie. The 
'seeoiul were English speaking and ehiefly Protest a lit.

The next settlement was that of the Lord Selkirk settlers. 
In 1804 laird Selkirk sent 111 of his sturdy Highlanders who 
formed a settlement known as Haldoun on tile Cheyn Eearte
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or Ktiy Cartier. The trials and tribulations, romance and trag
ed y of this settlement if told in extenso would fill a goodly 
volume.

Sarnia and vicinity may lay fair claim to being the next 
settlement in order of time.

In 1827 the Indians ceded to the crown a large area in 
this part of the Province, reserving, and settling upon the 
reserves we still have in Lam lit on County.

The Township of Moore was surveyed by Roswell Mount 
under i list met ions dated April 8, 182b. Some light is thrown 
upon that period in reading his outfitting order, for one 
barrel of pork, one barrel of flour and one barrel of whiskey.

Sarnia township, in part, under the same date and sur
veyor : and the balance by IVter Carroll under date April 2-1. 
18:if>.

Plymptoii township, surveyed by Peter Carroll under 
ordeis dated May 2b. 18:12.

Following these surveys, settlers began to come in. and 
hew down the forest, laying the foundation of our splendid 
country-side as it is to-day.

Perhaps we should give the premier place of settlement 
in this county, to “Maxwell.” the communistic colony, founded 
by Henry • loues on the shore line of Lake Huron, in Sarnia 
township in the year 1827.

THE MISSIONARIES
And on the Sa him Hi we went out .... Iiy u ti venddi*. "

On Sunday morning. Aug. 2. 
182b, nine persons with camp 
etjiiip» lent in two birch bark 
canoes, paddled out of Lake Hur
on into River St. ( 'lair.

They passed the military post, 
Fort < I rat hit, d and spent a
few minutes at an Indian en
campment, where now stands the 
city of Port Huron, then crossed 
the river and stepped ashore in 
the Indian settlement, where Sar
nia now is.

Having secured food supplies, 
of which they stood sorely in 
need, they sought out Chief Wa- 
wauosli, who courteously in

vited them to his house, ipiite a large one built of logs. Here
REV PE I I l< J< INKS
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three other chiefs met with them and the missionary company 
stated thr object of their mission, viz. “to bring the gospel to 
the people of the tribe.”

The four chiefs listened with close attention, and prom
ised to bring it before their head chief, who resided on Wal
pole Island.

Withdrawing to the forest, the missionary company held 
a class meeting, to which as onlookers, Chief Wawanosh and 
others came, to see how the whites worshiped the Great Spirit.

At five o’clock a regular service was conducted. Chief 
Wawanosh and his people, together with a number of French 
squatters, the first white people on the ground, attending.

Peter Jones, the leader of the missionary hand conducted 
the service, lie preached first to the Indians in their native 
tongue and then to the French. The Chief was much pleased 
and said—“If the others will become Christians. I will.” 
Thus was Methodism and Protestantism introduced into this 
locality, for the missionary company were Methodists, sent 
by the Church to “spy out the land.”

The members of this pioneer missionary company were— 
Peter Jones (in charge), Win. Herkimer, Tims. Magee, Thus. 
Smith. Sr., Alex. Chief, John Thomas, one whose name is not 
given, and two ladies. Miss Parues and Miss Edwards.

At intervals other Methodist missionaries visited these 
parts, and preached to the Indians, and the advance scouts of 
incoming settlers, as yet few and far between, hut no definite 
appointment by the conference was made, and no regular 
church organization attempted until 1882.

THE FIRST APPOINTMENT
"The World In m.v Parish."—J. Wesley,

The Indians gathered together on the St. Clair Reserve 
in had as their first government agent. Win. Jones, whose 
records begin June 1st. 1831, and are a priceless compendium 
of our early history. The office was then fixed at Baldoon.

11 is first entry recommends ”a man by name of Harris at 
Caradoe, as a fit person to he a teacher to the Indians. He is 
a Methodist, and in the habit of preaching occasionally.”

“St. ( lair. Aug. 13, 1831. As the school house will in 
course he required to perform Divine Service in, 1 think if the 
end door should be made a little larger than common and fold 
in the centre, in the form of a Church door, it would improve 
the looks of the building.”

“Mr. Harris and family arrived on March 3, 1832.”
m -
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Another ancient record gives the following—“St. Clair: 
The Colonial (iovmmiviit failed to elevate, owing t<» nomadic 
hahits. these Indians. They then called upon the Wesleyan 
Missionary authorities of England. to undertake missionary 
work among them. In accordance with the invitation of the 
Canadian Government, they sent Thomas Turner in 1832.”

The ( hristian Guardian of Aug. 1, 1 832. gives the follow
ing item from Rev. Robert Alder, missionary secretary of the 
English Wesleyan Missionary Society in Cpper Canada. “The 
appointment of Thomas Turner to St. ( lair was made hy the 
Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Committee, before it knew 
of Sir John Colhorne asking such to he done.”

The appointment of our first stationed Methodist minister 
seems to have been a modern ease of Cornelius and Refer, 
two lines converging hy the guidance of God.

Indian Agent Jones records under date, “July 11, 1832, 
the arrival of Rev. Thomas Turner some days ago.”

Thus in early July, 1832, came the first Methodist minister 
by appointment of the Church authorities, to organize, estab
lish and build up a Methodist Church on the foundation laid 
by Rev. Peter Jones and others during three years of desultory 
labors.

For some time, Rev. Mr. Turner and family lodged on the 
American side, while Mr. Jones had “a log house finished as 
a dwelling, and an old log house repaired as a study.”

Rev. Thomas Turner labored and others gathered the 
the fruits. For two years he did hemic service, and in the 
end. had little to show for it. save foundation laying.

On Aug. 1st, 1 833. Mr. Jones gives the following testimony 
of Mr. Turner and his work:-—“I beg to assure 11 is Excellency 
that no intimacy is wanting between Mr. Turner and me, 
and I have no reason to disapprove of any measure that lie has 
heretofore adopted in his capacity of missionary to this estab
lishment.”

Not alone to the Indians, but also to the white settlers, 
did Thomas Turner minister.

Henry J. Jones, son of Henry Jones, founder of “Max
well,” the communistic settlement in Sarnia Township on 
Lake Huron, records in his diary in 1833. the visitation of 
Mr. Turner to their settlement, also when riding on horseback 
from Adelaide to Warwick “Met Mr. Turner, missionary, 
on my way. who had been thrown over the head of his horse 
into a mud hole.”

It is evident from these brief glimpses, our first minister 
magnified his office, and vindicated his appointment by enrry-
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ing tilt* gottpel widely among the early pioneers. Evidently 
In* laid the foundation not alone of Methodism, hut of Protest
antism, over a goodly portion of Lambton, then part of Kent 
County.

For two years, Rev. Thus. Turner, as one of the old “saddle
bag brigade,” did heroie service, not alone among the Indians 
on St. Clair Reserve, but following the “blazed trails” where 
isolated settlers were found, In* laid the foundations on which 
others budded.

THE RAPIDS
“As sotnv vast rlvw of unl'nlllng source, rapid, exhaust- 

less, deep."—Pollock-

“La Chute,” in English, “The Rapids.” was the name 
given to the site of Sarnia by the early French squatters be
cause of the rapids connecting Lake Huron with River St. Clair.

The original French squatters located along tin* river, 
south of Davis St. earlier than 1800. ,and when in the early 
thirties came tin* first English and Scotch settlers, orchards 
of old apple trees were there.

David Morrison, a pioneer in Plympton. of 18:14, gives in 
his diary this item : “ In 1 S:14 there were only five small houses 
in Sarnia, Geo. Durand had a small store, and one, Allan, a 
tavern to accommodate travellers who were earning to look at 
land of the Township of Sarnia.”

(îeorge Durand in 18:$:l. Commander Vidal. R.N.. in 1884, 
and Malcolm Cameron in 1835 were the men, whose names 
are inseparably joined in founding Sarnia, as each laid out 
a portion of his property in town lots.

The first town, or township meeting was held Jan. 4. 183b, 
when by a vote of 2b to lb. the village was called Port 
Sarnia.”

This vote was necessitated by conflicting opinions regard
ing names. The English wanted it named “lluenos Ayres,” 
the Scotch, “Glasgow.”

Sir John Colhorne paid an official visit while the con
troversy was raging, and the matter was referred to him. lie. 
as a wise man, suggested not one, nor the other, but Sarnia, 
same as the Township, being the ancient Roman name of Gurn- 
se.v Island, of which he had been Governor liefore coming 
to Upper Canada.

The Scotch die hard. They formed a procession on that 
municipal day, and carried a banner, inscribed “Let Glasgow 
Flourish.” but they suffered defeat, and Sarnia it has been 
ever since. Though defeated, tin* Scotch continued up into
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the fifties, to advertise their business houses as on “Trongate 
St.” (now Front St.) after their beloved Trongate in Glasgow, 
and we think to-day the unprejudiced mind wishes Hist old 
and historic name bail been retained.

The growth of Sarnia was slow, and when in 184b. Smith 
published his “Canadian Gazateer.” he gives “the population 
of Sarnia about 420 and five churches and chapels, viz.. Episco- 
pal, Catholic, Presbyterian. Methodist and Congregational.”

JAMES EVANS
“Tlieve wan a man Kent from (»«<!."—John 1:6.

The second Conference appointment was that of James 
Evans, a man destined to write his name high, and make that 
name great, in the missionary work of Canada.

In the Christian Guardian of Oct. 1, 1834, we find the 
following letter from him:

“St. Clair, Sept. 17. 1834”
“On Sat.. June 28, started from St. Catharines (my old 

circuit) for my present held of labor.”
'*Sun.. 20. we spent in Buffalo.”
“Mon.. JO. On board the General Porter on Lake Erie.”
“Tues., July 1. Passed Fort Malden.”
“ Wed. and Thurs.. 2. 3. Detained in Detroit for the boat.”
“Fri., 4. Leaving Detroit in the steamer, General Gratiot.”
“Sat., 5th. Through the Divine blessing, we this morning 

arrived in safety at our destitution, ami a more beautiful spot 
I have not seen in Cpper Canada.”

“Sun., bth. Worship with some Indians, who came to the 
Mission House.”

“Preached in the afternoon, on the shores of Lake Huron, 
twelve miles from the mission, to a small but attentive con
gregation, some of whom came seven or eight miles, and few 
less than two or three, through mud and brush.”

“Sept. 15. Now my labors are according to my instruction* 
principally confined to the Indians. However, l endeavor to 
preach on Sabbath afternoons at other places, and I have dur
ing the absence of the missionary on the American side, who 
is gone to Conference, supplied the appointment at Black River, 
opposite this station. Am asked also to go into the new town
ships which are now very fast settling.”

James Evans.
For four years, James Evans in truly « labors,

-IS -
4278



KARMA MKTIIODISM

Mazed tile way of the ( luireli for future years. Of the dis- 
eouraging features of the beginning, lie speaks thus :

In Christian Guardian under date, Kept. 24. 1884. Rev. 
>1. Stinson, missionary superintendent, reports .lames Kvans 
as saying “On my arrival at this station in duly. I found 
that the Indians were not very favorably disposed towards 
Christianity and that the greater part of them had obstinately 
resisted every solicitation from my predecessor to hear the 
gospel. I commenced by calling on the head chief. Wawanosh, 
who appeared somewhat pleased when I spoke to him in his 
own tongue.”

David Morrison, Commander Vidal. K.X., ( apt. Wright. 
R.X., Kroonie Ta 1 ford and others have left testimonials in their 
diaries of the remarkable work of dames Kvans among the 
Indians. In four years lie led almost the entile band from 
paganism to Christianity.

Not alone the Indians on St. Clair, but we have records 
from his own pen in which lie tellsi of ministering to the 
Indians on their newly formed reserves up Lake Huron shore 
on the Canadian side, and also to Fort Malden on the south, 
and from far north, delegations came to hear and interview 
him regarding the new religion. Also on the Michigan side 
from as far north as Saginaw Day. the Indians came to him to 
receive the gospel message.

lie accepted the invitation from “the new townships” 
as a genuine Macedonian call. Cp the shore line to the settlers 
of Sarnia and Plympton, down the river to those of Sarnia 
and Moore; east to Warwick where in the house of John Park, 
a large and commodious log building, on the corner of the 
concession, just north of Watford, lie held regular services.

To Revs. Thomas Turner and James Kvans. Lambton 
Methodism and Protestantism owes a debt difficult to pay.

During the last year of his pastorate here. Janies Kvans 
had as his colleague, Thomas Ilurlhurt. (one of six brothers 
to enter the ministry) himself being absent all summer and 
autumn on duty for the mission.

Following the conference in Toronto in June, he went 
from there, after much delay owing to poor transportation, 
to New York City, to superintend the printing of translations 
of hymns and scripture for the mission. It was almost mid- 
No vein her, ere this work was completed and lie turned his 
face again homeward.

The Christian (iuardian of Aug. 2!I, 1888. gives this item 
from James Kvans. “On Friday morning. Aug. 18, about
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11 o'clock. we left St. <'Init* Mission in our hark vanor—our 
company- -Kvans, lliirlhurt, Jacobs, his wife ami two children. 
Kvans and Iliirllnirt have supplies to last one year. ”
Tims ended the pastorate of James Kvans on St. Clair.

CHURCHES
‘Fortlrteil hx I*«*w»*r Divin»*, the f’liiirrh van invw fail

— Wesley.

We fail to find in any record, a school or church building 
in what is now Lamhton County, before 1831. so we feel safe 
in claiming tin* building erected by the Colonial Government 
in 1831, on the newly established Indian Reserve. St. Clair, 
to be used as a school and church, as the first building, other 
than a settler’s log cabin, in which Divine worship was held.

It was a frame building, and of it, Indian Agent Jones 
writes to the (îovernineiit office, Toronto under date ' St. 
Clair. Aug. 13. 1831. Now as the school house will in course, 
be required to perform Divine worship in. I think if tin* end 
door should In* made a little larger than common, and fob I 
in the centre, in the form of a church door, it would improve 
the looks of tin* building."

“St. < lair. Aug. 1, 183I think it a pity that so fine a 
building as our school lions»* is, should remain unpainted. 
It is admired as a convenient and handsome building by all 
who see it. It is now used as a Church as well as a School 
house.”

Smith, in his ‘‘Canada. Past. Present and Future." pub
lished in 1851, says in vol. 1, page 31»: "At the reserve in 
Sarnia is a large house built by the Government for the 
joint purpose of a Church and School-house.

To this mission in July. 1832. by the joint action of Lord 
Col borne and tin* British Wesleyan Missionary Board, came 
Rev. Thomas Turner, as tin* first regular appointment of a 
Protestant minister within the bounds of Lamhton County. 
In this School-Church lie conducted regular preaching services 
to Indians and white people.

•'The Mission,” as this building was commonly called, 
was in size about 26 by 36 feet, and stood north and south 
about 75 feet north of. and in line with the parsonage . The 
walls were about 14 feet high. It was a heavy frame building, 
clap-hoarded on the outside, and was painted yellow. The doors 
were double, opening from the centre and on the river or 
west side of the Church, a few feet from tin* south end.

The interior arrangements were, the pulpit and altar rail
-15
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in the rentre at the south end; on either side, a tier of short 
seats occupied by the minister's family and the white people 
who might come to worship.

In front of the pulpit one aisle extended to the north 
end, with seats on either side. These were occupied by the 
Indians. There was a gallery also, across the north end.

A son. still living, of one of the missionaries, gives as 
above, the interior arrangements when as a hoy he worshiped 
there during the later «lays of the “Mission.” Of the original 
interior arrangements when it served as school and ( hurch, no 
trace can he fourni.

An outer porch over the entrance door was built, adding to 
the convenience and comfort of the people «‘specially in stormy 
weather.

Surrounding the “Mission” ( hurch and Parsonage was a 
splendid garden with a tine variety of fruit bushes ami trees. 
Flowers also in great profusion addeil their beauty ami 
fragrance, making a most attractive bit. and stimulating the 
practical and aesthetic taste of all both white and Indian.

The “Mission,” with its two huildngs. church and par
sonage, grounds and burial plot, was surrounded by a picket 
fence, and between it and the river, close to the bank, was the 
road.

Here was the centre from which in its beginnings, radiated 
Methodism and Protestantism, and foundations were laid for 
all who followed, to build upon.

We infer by early records, the first person interred in the 
burial plot, was tin- grandmother «if the late Senator Y'hlal. 
Commander Vidal. K.N., in his «liary gives the item: ‘‘Nov. 
80, 1889. Mrs. Mitton «le par ted this life at half-past eight. 
Got leave from Mr. Com. Jones to open the ground by the 
school-house.”

“Dec. 4. All the villagers came, and at eleven started 
with the 1 »<ly carrieil by four soldiers, buried it at the school- 
house yard.”

“Dec. H. (hit a certificate of burial sign«‘«l by Messrs. 
Douce. Jones and Cameron.”

By the above item, it is it safe inferem-e that Rev. John 
Donee, Methodist missionary in charge, read the burial service 
at this, the first funeral.

About 1870, “The Mission” was purchased by J. C. Ilugh- 
son & (’«i.. ami became part of their planing mill and factory.

In March. 1887. Jacob Lawrence and Sons bought the 
plant, and in Sept. 1889. the mill, including the oh! "Mission,” 
was entirely tlestroyed by fire.
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WESLEYAN METHODIST CHAPEL
"Who huihls a Chuvcli to <«<•«! and not to fame." I‘ope.

Partly owing to an over-austerity due to the violent reac
tion from tlie pomp and ornate display of the Church of Eng- 
land. Methodism had from its beginning, a most foolish preju
dice against any attempt at architectural beauty or ornamenta
tion. The typical Methodist Church of early days, was gen
erally square like a packing box. and absolutely without either 
internal or external ornamentation.

Dr. Kdward Eggleston in “The Circuit Hitler,” says:—
“A Methmlist ( liureh was known by its general air of square 
ugliness. “

A steeple was considered distinctly un-Methodistic and an 
organ unspeakable heresy. Hishop Anbury in an old Con
necticut meeting-house said :—‘‘An organ in a Methodist 
Church ! The next thing will be a steeple, and the next a bell, 
and then good-bye to Methodism."

In 1887 the village had perhaps a score of houses, and 
settlers on land adjoining, a goodly number.

James Evans, then in the third year of his pastorate, 
launched the scheme for a Methodist Church, where the white 
people, apart from the Indians might worship.

The maiden name of Mrs. Malcolm Cameron was McGregor, 
and as a tribute to his wife, in the Cameron .survey, certain A** - " 
lots west of Mechanic, now •BMT’^treet, at the intersection 
and on either side of Loch ici Street, were thrown open and 
called “McGregor Square.” In this area directly on Loehiel, 
and just west of Mechanic St., the new Church was placed

From many sources we have dug up items which throw 
light upon it, but none of the original subscription lists or 
documents can be found, as many of the early records were 
lost in a disastrous tire which burned many buildings, includ
ing the one in which they were kept.

Commander Vidal’s Diary gives items as follows:
•• Feb. 17, 1887. Mr. Evans called and got $10, subscribed 

towards a church.”
“Aug. 81. Went to the village about the contracts for 

the chapel.”
“Nov. 80. Uode to see the chapel.”
This building was commonly called “The Chapel.”
From printed records of letters written by James Evans 

to his wife, we name the following:
“Credit Mission, July 4. 1887. I am anxious the chapel 

should be progressing as early as possible—we must have a
17
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good house immediately. If anything eau he done before I 
return, 1 shall be glad. We must go on with the suhacription, 
ami when the key is delivered, £100 will be available from 
the funds of the Missionary Society.”

‘ New York. Sept. 11, 18:17. I can say nothing almut the 
chapel until I return. Brother Hurlhurt must act according 
to his judgment, and do what he deems prudent. The first 
installment is one-ha If the subscription.”

Christian Guardian of Wed., 44Jan. 24, 18.18,” has the 
following:

“St. ( lair. Jan. 10, 18:18. I assure you we are far from 
being free from the turmoil of the present commotion. Last 
night seventy fine fellows marched into our village from God
erich, and eighty more will be in to-day. Our new Chapel 
is occupied by them as barracks, and we now muster about 
four hundred effective men.”

James Evans.
No record has been found as to the exact day of opening. 

It may be owing to the breaking out of the Rebellion, there 
was no formal opening, but the items given prove the com
pletion of this church in the closing weeks of 1837.

The Church was a frame building, standing on high posts, 
and under it in the summer sheep and young cattle some
times gathered and disturbed the service. There are those 
still living, who in boyhood were sent by the r, to drive
out the disturbing quadrupeds.

The building stood east and west, in size about thirty by 
fifty feet. The door was in the west end. which was sur- 

d by a belfry, but no bell. The seating was in three 
tiers, with two aisles, and the pulpit was at the eastern end. 
The lighting was by candles, the snuffing of which during 
service, was always a source of amusement to the small boy.

In the year 1854, on the 31st of July, the lion. Malcolm 
Cameron made a free gift, immediately adjoining the site in 
MacGregor Square, where the church stood ; of lot 51, being 

“ mt Invest corner of the intersection of Mechanic (now
MB and Loehiel Sts., to the trustees as here named—44 James 
Flintoft, Esquire, of the town of Port Sarnia, sheriff; John 
Watson, senior, of the same place, saddler ; John Watson, 
junior, of the township of Moore, saddler; John Wheatley, 
of the township of Moore; James Major, of the of
Moore ; Joseph Wilson, of the township of Moore ; and James 
Kelly, of the town of Port Sarnia, tailor ; all in the County 
and Province aforesaid, the Trustees of the Port Sarnia eon-

18—
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gregation of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada, in 
connection with the English Conference.’’ To this lot the 
( 'hnrch was moved.

Owing to an error in the designation of the original gift, 
a confirmation deed, exact in description, correcting tin* error 
in the first, was executed by Mr Cameron on the 28th of dune,
1K(>8, to the trustees as follows:—“dames FI intoft of the town 
of Sarnia, esquire; Joshua Adams, of the town of Sarnia, 
esquire ; Dyer Howard, of the said town of Sarnia, sheriff’s 
officer; William Holden, of flu* said town of Sarnia, lime 
burner ; James Major, of the village of Froomfield. mill owner; 
John Wheatley, of the said village of Froomfield, merchant ; 
James A. Smith, of the said town of Sarnia, Deputy Registrar; 
and Corney Sanders, of the said town of Sarnia cabinet maker, 
the trustees of the Sarnia congregation of the Wesleyan Metho
dist Church, etc.”

On this lot the front of the Church faced north on Loehiel 
Street.

In the spring of 18ÔÎI a vestry was added, and it is care
fully noted in the minutes of every official meeting after that 
time.—“Held in the Vestry.”

This Church accommodated the congregation until 18(14.
The following Trustee memo gives the end thereof :

“14th April. 18(»8.
“ The old Church building, the property of this Hoard, 

on which there was existing and in force, an insurance of 
$400, by a policy in “The Niagara Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company,” was entirely destroyed by fire, between one and 
two o’clock in the morning of the 14th April, 18t»8, and notice 
thereof was sent by me. by letter, to the secretary of that 
Company at St. Catharines, and to Mr. Isaac S. Farrell, their 
agent at Chatham to-day,

Joshua Adams.”

WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH
“Where once I went to (Miurch."—I'ope.

A larger Church was becoming imperatively necessary. 
Ground was secured on the east side of Vidal St., and midway 
between George and Loehiel Sts.

We quote from the specifications:
“Size to be forty feet by seventy feet, outside measure, 

and the side walls to be thirty-two feet six inches from foun
dation to the plates. The gable ends to raise eleven feet six
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inches from the pinte level to the pitch of the roof. A tower to 
he built in the centre of the front end. twelve feet square out
side measure, projecting live feet and a half outside the front

.-w *9*e.

WRSLRYAN MRTHOIUST CHVRt’ll

of tlw hiiiblinir mill to be fifty feet and a half high, inclusive
of the stone fofindafion.

Basement to he nine feet and a half above tin* footings, 
the walls to be built of stone, eased with brick on the outside.

Walls to be one and a half brick thick.
Pinnacles—Two pinnacles to be brick, one on the top of 

each front corner.
Completion—To be all finished and building ready to be 

occupied by the 24th Dec. next, 18(14.”
The corner stone was laid on duly (i, 18114, by Sheriff 

Klintoft. The inscription on the trowel, Presented to dames 
PI intoft. Ksq., by the Building Committee of the Wesleyan 
Methodist ( hurch. Sarnia, duly titli. 1 St»4.

The building was of white brick.
The Sarnia Observer reports the opening -March •'!. 18b."). 

“The new Wesleyan Church was opened for public worship 
last Sabbath, Feb. 2b. appropriate services being held in it, 
forenoon, afternoon anil evening. The officiating clergymen 
were the Kcv. W. Pollard. Chairman of the District (Toronto 
District) who officiated at the morning anti evening services, 
and Kcv. W. Stevenson, id' Si metre, who preached in the
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afternoon. All tin* services were well attended : tunny of other 
denominations assist ing to swell the timing.”

“(In Monday evening Hev. Mr. Stevenson leetiired on 
*Our Polities and Our roture.’ The leeture was a most elah- 
oiate affair, a disquisition on politieal economy and morality, 
abstractly considered, requiring about an hour and a half in 
its delivery.”

“March 10. The opening services in the new Methodist 
( luireli were continued on Sabbath last Mardi 5). Uev. Dr. 
Wood, of Tot onto, otliciating at the morning and evening ser
vices. and Uc\ l)r. Taylor in the afternoon, the Church being 
ciowdcd at all the services. On Monday evening a tea-meeting 
was held in the Church; about the hundred attended. Dr 
Taylor lectured on Italy. Hev. Mr. Ilnrlburt making a few 
leinarks on Canada. The amount realized on the two Sab
baths and by the Tea-meeting is over *000.“

“The lot cost *l$00: contract for Church. *4,000; furnishing 
and heating. *000. Subscriptions total *0,000, leaving a com
paratively small debt unpaid.”

Some light is thrown upon the business methods of that 
day by the following memo from the trustee records. “On 
Aug. 5, 1805. the truste» s exe« uted a mortgage upon the two lots 
and the ( Inirch thereon, to the Canada Permanent Iiuibliiig 
and Savings Society at Toronto, to secure a loan of *2.(HHI 
they obtained from the Society to aid them in paying off so 
much of the debt incurred in building said < liureli, which loan 
was made repayable by 120 monthly instalments of *27.00 
each, on the first Monday of each month thereafter.”

Some gallery accommodation had liven provided, but on 
Dec. IS. 1871. It. S. Oliver was instructed to enlarge the gallery, 
at a cost of *100, and on March 27, 1872, the work was accepted 
and ordered paid.

In the spring of 1874, plans were prepared by Robert 
MacKcnzie. oil the request of the Trustees, and side galleries 
were added. The work was done by Wenino and Oliver at 
a cost of *1.050. Other repairs were added, making the total 
cost *2.170.75. The Church was re-opened on tin* 24th of May.

At a Trustee meeting. Feb. 10, 1880. owing to the increas
ing need of more room to accommodate the rapidly increasing 
congregation, a committee composed of D. Clark, R. S. Oliver 
and «I. I). Beatty, was appointed to ascertain tin possibility 
of selling the Church property, and report an available site 
for a new Church. On dune 10, the Stead property, corner 
of George and Brock Streets, was purchased for *d,INN).
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THE PRESENT CENTRAL CHURCH
"The architect built his great heart into theae atones."

Longlellow.

On Jan. f), 1881. a trustee meeting was held, and a com 
mittee appointed, eomposetl of James A. Smith. J. D. Beatty 
and tilgin Wood, “to ascertain the feelings of the congregation 
in regard to the immediate erection of a new ( hureh on the 
Stead property, and the amounts they would he willing to 
give towards such new (’hureh. and report the result as soon 
as possible.”

In a few months, the usual differences in opinion having 
been adjusted, the decision was reached to go forward and 
build.

The old Church property was sold. The last sermon was 
preached by the Castor, Rev. T. M. Campbell, on Sunday. May 
11, 1882. from John 4, 1!l. For some months the congregation 
worshiped in the Town Hall.
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On August 21. 1882. John I). Ilea tty. Bw|.. laid tli<* corner 
stone of the new Church. The trowel bore tin* following 
inscription: “Presented to John I). Iteatty, Ksip. by the 
Trustees of tile Methodist Church, Sarnia, August 21st. 1882.”

The coirmodious school room was first completed, and 
in it for several months, the regular Church services were 
held.

On Sunday, Nov. 11, 1882. Central Methodist Church was 
opened and dedicated. Rev. W. .1. Hunter, D.D.. preaching in 
the morning from John (>-(>8; and again in the evening. The 
afternoon sermon was by Rev. T. M. Campbell, the former 
pastor. Ilis text was lleb. 1, 2.

The cost of the Church was a trifle over twenty-five 
thousand dollars.

It is not necessary to use space describing the present 
Church. It stands and we trust will stand many years, a 
splendid monument to the faith and courage of those who 
built it. The ornate beauty in architectural design, and splen
did arrangement of its auditorium, are surpassed by few 
churches being built to-day.

• . ■

THE FIRST PARSONAGE

Sir John Collmrne having asked fora Methodist Missionary 
to be appointed, lie deemed it his duty, through the “Depart
ment of Indian Affairs.” to provide a parsonage for Rev. 
Thomas Turner, sent by the Wesleyan Methodist of England, 
Missionary Hoard.
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We quote verbatim from the records otlicial of Indian 
Agent Win. Jones to 11 is Kxeelleney:

“ lialdoon, July It», 1KJ2: I intend going ti|> to the station 
to-morrow, to set* wluit arrangements can lie made for lodging 
Mr. Turner and family.”

Later- I have employed a joiner to (inisli one of the log 
houses for Mr. Turner, and to repair one of the old houses 
adjacent to it to serve him as a study, and a place to stow 
away some of his luggage, also to make some other improve
ments at the request of Mr. Turner, all of which will lie com
pleted in the course of five or six days, when he intends moving 
in.”

“St. < lair. Kept, li, 1KJ2. I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 20th illt.. which came to hand 
yesterday; when I immediately - aine up to communicate your 
instructions to me. to Mr. Turner, and to consult with him 
about tlie plan of a house to In* erected for tlie missionary of 
this establishment. Mr. Turner will, in the course of to
morrow, with the aid of Mr. MeCrac’s master carpenter, get 
the plan made out of such a house as he thinks will suit him. 
when I will do myself the honor to transmit same for JI is 
Kxeelleney\s information and modification.”

“Sept. 8, m2.
In obedience to your instructions of the 20th of August 

last. I do myself the honor of transmitting to you. for 11 is 
Kxeelleney*s information, a plan of the house ordered to be 
erected for the Missionary at St. Clair station and a copy of 
specification and advertisement for contract to build same.”

Later- “I have the honor to inform you that I have 
received four tenders for the building of the house for the 
Missionary at the St. Clair station, the lowest of which from 
Kemp and La Libestv of Amhersthurg, is for 075: 10s. cur
rency. I have requested the parties to come forward and enter 
into articles of agreement.”

“October ô, 1SJ2.
Owing to the contractors not having material on hand to 

make a beginning, the building of the house for the
Missionary is deferred until next spring.”

“Dee. 20, \M2.
I have the honor to be in receipt of your letter of Kith 

October (which came to hand only to-day) approving of the 
arrangements I have made for the accommodation of Mr. Tur
ner and ordering a re-advertisement of the contract for build
ing a Missionary house.” ,“Nov. 22, 18JJ.

1 have the honor to inform you that I. H. La La best ie
24—
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having completed his contraet for tin* erection of a dwelling 
house for tile Missionary of this establishment. I have this 
day certified the correctness of his account.”

This first parsonage, after eighty-six years of constant 
use (only part of them as a parsonage) still stands, a substan
tial house to-day. It is on the north side of the road dividing 
Imperial Oil from the Laidlaw Lumber Co., and quite close 
to the latter.

5 SL

THE SECOND PARSONAGE
Records of flic (Quarterly Official Board show the following 

item :
“Aug. Id. 18.13. Resolved that a subscription list be pre

pared by Rev. d. (i. Laird, and circulated for raising funds 
for building a parsonage and obtaining a lot for that purpose.”

At the Quarterly Board Meeting. Feb. 11, 18.14, the follow
ing were appointed Parsonage TrusteesJohn Watson. Sr., 
John Watson. Jr.. James Major, John Wheatley, Joseph Wil
son. James Flintoft and William Robson.

At the meeting held May 1. 18.14, a committee of seven 
was named to build a parsonage—John Watson. Sr.. Charles 
(loodall, William Robson. James Kelly, John Turnbull, James 
Wood and Ebenezer Watson.

Lot fit), immediately to the south of the Church, was se
cured and a parsonage built upon it. It was completed and 
occupied toward the close of 18.14.

On Feb. 17. 18.1.1, statements were made to the Quarterly 
Board that the parsonage had been furnished.
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Oct. 1. 1 si ill.—A ( v whs appointed—“To take steps
to I'cmove the parsonage from its present site, to the place 
occupied by the old Church, so as to front on Loehiel St.”

On March 14, 1870. the committee reported—“ The work 
of removal as complete.”

* * r

THE THIRD PARSONAGE
The present, which is the third paisoilage of the Central 

congregation, was completed in 1888. the second having been 
sold in 1887. The old paisoilage and ground sold for eighteen 
hundred dollars, the new was erected on part of the Church 
site, and the building cost between four and five thousand 
doll a rs.

THE CENTRAL CHURCH ORGANIZATION
"Ami tin* Lord addtd to tho Çlntreh daily aucli as should 

he savid." Arts 2:17.

Since the coming of Rev. Thomas Turner, in early July, 
18.42. Sarnia has had an unbroken < of Methodist
pastors. services and Met hot list Church organization.

First, as customary in all breaking of absolutely new 
ground, under the full direction and management of Conference 
and Missionary Board, and as soon as a membership was en
rolled. a local Church organization formed.

One or two fugitive items given earlier in this book, show 
Rev. Mr. Turner as having gone far afield among the first 
settlers.

Also, circumstantial evidence clearly proves lie had a regu-
2»
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I nr appointment nt ‘‘.Maxwell/’ t lie “Owen Settlement,M of 
Henry •loues, Ks<|.. tip the Lake shore, near the Perch, then 
railed “River Aux Perches,” rise .lames Kvans could not have 
preached the afternoon following his arrival, “to a congrega
tion twelve miles up the lake shore, sonic of them having come 
seven or eight miles.” “Maxwell” was the first Protestant 
settlement in Hamilton, being established in 1827 or 28.

There is no known record of any converts gathered in 
during Mr. Turner’s pastorate, in fact there is direct evidence 
to the contrary.

Indian Agent «loues gives this item under date “Nov. 20. 
1834. I have the honor and pleasure of stating that, on Sunday 
last. Nov. Hi, the Rev. -lames Kvans administered baptism to 
five of the Indians of this place, three adults and two children, 
which arc the first fruits of this mission.”

In the (’onfcrence minutes of 1835, in the annual address, 
we find this paragraph—"At St. ( lair, where the mission had 
been unsuccessful for two years, a very gracious work com
menced. and upwards of To (seventy) children and adults, 
have been baptized into the Christian faith, who furnished 
the evidence of a renewed life, and turning from dumb idols 
to serve the living and true Hod, that the gospel has come to 
them not in word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance.”

Conference mintes of 1830—St. Clair reports an enrollment 
of seven white and one hundred and one Indian members.

Local official records of that time we fail to find, but by 
eonferential reports as quoted, according to our Methodist 
economy, we can claim local Church organization since 1835.

The building of the Church on McGregor Square in 1837 
divided the mission into two congregations. Indian and white.

In 1844. the full membership of white and Indian was 23b.
In 1847 there were three class leaders. In 184!) there were 

four class leaders with two exhortera and seven stewards.
In 1800 there were seven class leaders, six stewards, one 

exhorter and one local preacher.
The present membership of the Church is (178, and 471 

families constitute the congregation.
I *ntil 1847. the Sarnia Church and congregation consti

tuted an integral part of St. Clair Mission. In 1847 an ad
vance step was taken, in which separation from the Indian 
work was forshadowed. In the appointment of ministers by 
Conference, Sarnia with the numerous outside appointments.
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covering the two townships of Sarnia and Moore, were consti
tuted one charge, and St. ( lair Indian Mission another, al
though for some years they were carried on under one Official 
Hoard.

On Nov. 22, 1847, a meeting was held for constituting a 
new Hoard. Rev. Thomas Fawcett, pastor and chairman of 
district, presiding. Some of those present were—Rev. Nathan 
Axtell, assistant to Mr. Fawcett; II. I\ Chase, interpreter; 
Nazonagnot, exhorter; Thomas Caldwell, Samuel Proctor and 
Thomas Johnston, class leaders;

Items of business were;—
“1st—The financial affairs were taken into consideration.”
“2nd—The following persons were appointed to act as 

stewards—James Flintoft, Peter Salt. Win. Featherstone. James 
Watson. James Major and Manuel Milliken.”

“3rd—James Flintoft was chosen recording steward.”
This Hoard was constituted for the entire mission which 

included Sarnia village, the Indian reserve and all the appoint
ments scattered over the two townships, Sarnia and Moore.

Available records give the following financial arrangements 
of Aug. 2(i. 1848, (we find none of earlier date);

“Financial Assessments—Proctor’s class, $20.00; Pt. Sar
nia class. $40.00; Hooth's class. $20.00; Featherstone’s class, 
$30.00; Johnston’s class, $12.00.” A total of $122.00 for that 
yea r.

The utterly absurd financial methods as affecting minis
terial support in that remote time is evidenced by the follow
ing. which are exact copies:

“Quarterly Official Hoard, Aug. 13, 18.13. Appropriation
for preacher’s salary:

£ s. d.
1 Year’s Salary .......................................... 50 0 0
1 Year’s Hoard ...........................................30 0 0
1 Year’s House Rent ......................................18 0 0
1 Year’s Horse Keeping ............................. 8 0 0
1 Year’s Fuel ................................................  4 10 0
Sundry Expenses ........................................... 3 5 0

113 1.1 0”

‘‘Aug. 12, 18;14—Financial arrangements as follows—Rev. 
J. (i. Laird, minister: salary, $200; board ami horsekeeping, 
$202; fuel and travelling expenses, $44; total, $440; Rev. Win. 
Hawke, assistant minister, salary, board and horse-keeping, 
$200. A grand total for both of $646.”
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We think wise to refrain from comment on such cheese
paring methods between a Hoard and the Minister.

Frequently the Hoard at the fourth Hoard Meeting, found 
itself short of the requisite amount, and had what dames 
Major facetiously called, “a fifth quarter.” with special appeal 
to meet the obligation.

Renting of pews was early established. On “Aug. 12. 1800, 
moved and carried, that Hro. J. Watson he re-appointed chapel 
steward, for renting pews.”

Sarnia Church service was at three o’clock, until at a 
Hoard Meeting held May 1. 1858, it was resolved, “to change 
to 10.80 in the forenoon.”

April 80. 1850—A vote of thanks was tendered “the ladies 
who had procured a sacramental service for the Church.”

In 1850 Sarnia went off the mission funds and became self- 
sustaining.

A Hoard meeting held Nov. 5. 1850. passed the following: 
“The meeting then, for the accommodation of casual hearers 
on the Sabbath, appointed Hro. John Watson to attend the 
east side of the Church, and get seats for any who want this 
accommodation, and Hro. Hitchcock to attend and perform 
a similar duty ou the west side of the Church.”

These were the first ushers of the Methodist Church.
At the Hoard Meeting held May 4, 1861. the invitation 

system was initiated by inviting “the stationing committee 
to send Rev. E. Clement of Chatham, to Sarnia.”

At a Hoard Meeting held Oct. 1, 1869, it was resolved to 
secure a plot for a burying ground. On Nov. 28, 1870, 
Joshua Adams, Ksq., reported to the Hoard, lie had bought 
in the “Maxwell Estate.” a plot containing two and one-half 
acres, for that purpose and had paid $70.00 for the same.

In 1878 Sarnia was separated from all the outside appoint
ments and became “a station.” The salary was placed at 
$1.000 and parsonage, and Rev. Frances Herry was the pastor.

At the Quarterly Hoard Meeting of Aug. 2. 1875. it was 
decided to adopt the envelope system in finances, and Hros. 
Elliott, Holden. Ashley, Calmer, J. F. Adams, Smith and Elgin 
Wood, were constituted a committee to launch the system, 
and on the 29th of the same month, it was inaugurated in the 
congregation.

At a trustee meeting, “Dec. 22, 1879. an expression is given 
of gratitude to God. for inclining the heart of the late Mrs. 
Skilbeck. who was for many years a member of. ami worshiper
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in tills ( hureli, in providing in lier will for a bopiest of $1,000, 
to go to help pay off the debt upon this Church.”

March 1. 1840, is tin* first record we find of a missionary 
meeting, and in 1844 Sarnia and St. Clair are credited in the 
report, as having contributed $72.94 to the Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Church.

RECORDING STEWARDS
"When fi.uml miikv a imle of"—Captain Cuttle.

No record of the office earlier than 1S47, has been fourni. 
The list of names and dates of service is complete from then till

dames Mintoft. Nov. 22. 1847 to Nov. 7. 1857. 
flames Kelly. Nov. 7, 1857 to Aug. li, 1859.
Joseph Wilson, Aug. (i, 1859 to Nov. 10. 1890.
•lames Flint oft, Nov. 10, 1890 to Nov. "1, 1872.
•Joshua Adams, Nov. 2. 1872 to Aug. 5. 1878. 
flames A. Smith. Aug. 5, 1878 to May 24, 1894.
Joshua Adams. . 1894 i-> Nov. I. 1902.
William K. Lawrence, Nov. 4, 1902 t<j Feb. 9, 1912.
John F. Fuller, Feb. 9. 1912—still acting.

AN OLD TIME ACCOUNT.
Fort Sarnia, January, ISIS.

THK MKTHODIST CHAPKL
To W. B. Cl ark & Co.:

1847 l)R.
Oct. 9 To 2 lb. Candles.......................... }A 8 31

23 2 “ " ...................... " 31
Nov. (i 2 “ " Matches, 2< “ 33

21 2 " " .................. 31
Dec. 4 2 “ Bioom 21c . 59

I84N
IS 2 “ “ ...........................i " 31

jan. 1 1 2 “ " ...........................I “ 31
15 2 " " ...........................! “ 31

1 *2 75

Received Payment.
Jan’y 28, 1818. W. B. Clark A Co.
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THE SABBATH SCHOOL
A I’liion Sahhath School, meeting in tin* Methodist ('liuivh, 

was the only S. S. in tin* village until 1857. when Si. Andrew's 
I ‘res. organized a denominational school. The I’niou School 
continued until when a denominational school was or
ganized in the Wesleyan Methodist Church.

An old retold hook <ontains the following "No. 2. Super
intendent s Kook. Wesleyan Methodist Sahhath School, Sarnia, 
Ont.. 17th Nov. 181)7. Note—This Sahhath .School eonnueneed 
on ltith April, 18115, with 47 scholars and a few small children, 
not aide to read. On the 10th Nov., 1> <7, the total number 
of scholars including infant class was MO.”

"On tlie 14th November. 1807. the Superintendent’s Book 
No. 1. containing the full record of the school from the com
mencement. with a detailed statement of each Sabbath's col
lection for library and mission purposes, and other informa
tion as to the work of this school, together with all the class 
books of the school, except Class Kook, No. 2, Girls, was 
destroyed by lire.

.Joshua Adams Superintendent.”
This < Id record was very accurately kept, and forms an 

interesting link with the past.
“The Harp” was the music book used in that S. S. of 

more than fifty years ago.
The beginning of Kabbah School work in Sarnia, was 

much farther back than the dates above given.
In a letter written fiom “Port Sarnia. Feb. 2, 1820,” 

to a friend at Perth, by Malcolm Cameron. Esq.. he says: 
"We have a good Methodist preacher here : I teach a Sunday 
School, and we have a Sunday evening prayer meeting.’

For eighty years, either Cnion or Denominational, there 
has been in the Methodist Church, of Sarnia, a Sabbath School.

Through all the yea is splendid men were found willing 
to give their time and labor, to act as superintendents of the 
school. More from the memory of the living than from the 
records, have we been able to compile the list. We trust it is 
complete. Joshua Adams; R. C. Palmer; Klgin Wood; R. K. 
Le Sueur; W. T. Smith ; Ed. Smith; Ralph Lawrence ; W. T. 
Marshall.

Evidently the school had been afflicted at some enter
tainment with long-winded speakers. At a teachers’ meeting 
held (lid. 28, 18t>8, the following humorous record was made : 
“Item 4—That the superintendent be entrusted with the speak
ing, and requested to see that speeches be few and short, and 
interspersed with appropriate recitations.”
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Lovai benevolence commanded tin* attention of the S. S. 
Hoard, as tlu* following memo shows:

“S. S. Meeting, Jan. 18. 1871.—S. S. Aid Committee re
ported—Mrs. Adams gave a very interesting verbal report 
of the doings of the above eommittee, from which it appeared 
that seventeen poor children had been clothed completely and 
two partly, and who had thereby been enabled to attend 
school. ”

W. F. Marshall is now superintendent, and Ilarry Bowen 
secretary. The total enrolment, officers teachers and scholars,

THE EPWORTH LEAGUE
Since the beginning of League work. Central Church has 

almost continuously had a League. James Kllenor is tin* Presi
dent and Bernice Montgomery, Secretary.

THE LADIES’ AID
"Was full «if g«i«i<l works ami almsileede,'*—Acts, 9:36

As early as 1852. there was an organization of ladies. 
The only available item pertaining thereto, is on the ffy leaf 
of the old pulpit Bible.

“Presented for the pulpit of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church in Port Sarnia, hv the Ladies’ Sewing Society, Jan. 
1st, 1853.”

The Ladies’ Aid Society was organized by Mrs. (Rev.) 
(i. N. A. F. T. Dickson, at a meeting held in the basement of 
the Church on Vidal St., Oct. 4, 187(>.

The aims of the Ladies’ Aid were—“to furnish the par
sonage and assist the trustees in liquidating Church debts.” 
Many other worthy objects have claimed the attention of the 
society, and now divided into five circles, the organization is 
doing splendid service for the Church.

WOMAN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY
Through tin* untiring efforts of Mrs. (Rev) Thomas Cullen, 

on March 14, 188!). a W.M.S. was organized, seventy-three 
women were enrolled as members. The first ofticerate—Mes
dames T. Cullen, J. D. Beatty. Win. Lawrence. Joshua Adams, 
W. J. Proctor, and Elgin Wood.

From the organization the following missionaries have 
gone out: Miss Margaret Armstrong, to Japan; Miss Ida 
M. Clarke, to British Columbia; Miss Ethel M. Virgo, and Miss 
Alice Estabrook (now Mrs. E. K. Simpson) to China.

The enrollment now is—Annual Members, 102; Life Mem
bers, 23.
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THE ALICE ESTABROOK MISSION CIRCLE
Thi* A.E.M.C. was organized Nov. 10, 1910. Miss Violet 

Marge is Mresidenl, Miss Mary Maxwell, Recording Secretary. 
The Mission is a healthy organization with fifty-seven annual 
and thirty-three life members.

THE CHOIR
No records have been handed down, but. by that most his

toric person—“The oldest inhabitant”—we are informed there 
was a choir and a musical instrument assisting in the services 
in the old Church, built in 18J7. It was a family affair—“The 
Watson family *—constituted the choir, and the instrument

- / xVrv\

A CHOIR OF 50 YEARS AGO
Read left t«> right.
Top Row — l>r. Lewis, choir leader; Have Robson ; J. F. Adams 

\V. J. I'roctor.
L'nd Row Miss Annie Adams: Miss Wood; Mrs. (I)r.) Lewis; 

Miss llnnnali M. I’ottlnger; Miss Annl<- Watson.
3rd Row Miss Jessie L. Clarke; Miss Sarah Hawkey; Miss Lizzie 

Uneasy, organist.

was a “Velio.” owned and played by Mr. John Watson, father 
of the choir members.

Many years ago we were told by one who was there, Mr. 
Watson played the “Velio” at the opening of the Congrega
tional Church, Aug. 17. 1845. That historic “Cello.” the first 
musical instrument used in a Sarnia Church, is now the prop
erty of Mr. John Poole Watson, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, great- 
grandson of Mr. John Watson.

The first organ was purchased for the Church built on 
Vidal Street, and Miss Lizzie Mressy was tin* first organist.
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Kioui memory. sonic mimes of singers anil players have been 
handed in Miss Whiffin. Miss Oliver. Miss Clarke. Miss Bot- 
tinger. Miss Watson, l)r. ami Mrs. Lewis. Mr. Dingnian. Mr. 
Airthorpe.

The organ now used, was huilt hv the eelehrated organ 
huildeis., Cm-sivant Bros., St. Hyacinth, Quebec.

The choir is a strong organization of about forty niemhers, 
and adds strength and heant.v to the Church services on the 
Sabbath Day.

MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES SENT OUT
"A minister, but still a man."—Pope.

A very small number of Ministers, and Missionaries has 
been given to the ( hureli by this congregation. Mere is the 
list:

Allen Salt, Ebenezer Robson. Julius C. Iliteheoek. Ben
jamin l*\ I !ili hi oek. Joseph K. Kerry, Charles l\ Wells. George 
W. Kirby, Margai< t Armstrong, Ida M. Clnike, Ethel M. Virgo, 
Al Le Est a brook and George W. W. Rivers.

Each one has done good service, but we selected three as 
win thy of s|:i* ial notice.

PEV. ALLEN SALT

At the Quarterly Board 
Meeting of M.fV s, 1852. tin- 
following resolution was 
adopted : “ Moved by Janies
Klintoft, seconded by Thom
as Johnston, that from what 
we know and have heard of 
Mr. Allen Salt, we most 
cheerfully recommend him to 
the District Meeting, as a 
suitable person to be received 
on probation for our itiner
ant work, and that we should 
he pleased to have him re
turned to St. ( lair next year 
as teacher, interpreter and 
assistant Missionary, with a 
salary sufficient to allow him 
to abandon hunting and 
farming, and devote all his 

time to the great work of saving souls.”
Allen Salt was a full-blooded Indian of the Mississaugas 

tribe at Grape Island, near Belleville, horn 1K18. Converted 
-34 -
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ni nn early age, then sent lu n mission school, lie en ri y became 
mie of its finest scholars, nml was also one of the eaily gradu
âtes id' the Hiovineial Normal School at Toronto.

One who knew him well, describes him thus : "A gentle
man in whom nil the qualities of a commanding manhood 
united, that is everything that relates to physical advantages, 
finalities of mind, and special adaptation to his appointed 
vocation.”

lie came to St. ( lair about 1HÛ0 as school teacher and 
interpreter to ti c Mission. Me was the first one recommended 
for the ministry by the Sarnia (Quarterly Hoard. I le was 
mariied and 34 yea is of age.

The Confeieiice received him on trial in 1-S.Vi. and sent 
him as assistai t missionary to St. ( lair. In 1SÔ4 lie was given 
special ordination and sent as one of an heroic hand of mission
aries to the then remote region of the Hudson's Hay Coun
try.” His station was at Lae La Hluie.

Lae La IMuie was in the Rainy Lake District, ami the 
nearest to civilization of the mission stations assigned. Not 
alone there, but in after yea is. among the Indians of Ontario, 
Allen Sail did a wonderful work in winning souls to Christ, 
fully vindicating the judgment of Sarnia Boatd, w hich launched 
him out. lie died at Harry Island, dan. *J'h 1!M 1. aged !W years.

In Harry Island cemetery, thex laid him to rest
by the side id" his wife, who departed this life two years 
hefoie. The funeral was largely attended, and was conducted 
by District ( Imirman Rev. ('. \Y. Watch, assisted by Rev. I). 
Meiiomene.

Ilis admiring friends have elected at his grave a beautiful 
monument to his memory.

REV. EBENEZER ROBSON
!n 1 Him he was appointed a steward, then 

licensed as a local pi cacher, and at the Quar- 
teily Hoard Meeting of May 17. 1 Hôfi. it was re
solved that—“ Kbenezer Robson be recom
mended to the District Meeting as a suitable 
person to lie received into the work of the 
ministry.”

11 is birthplace was Hcrtli. and the date. 
•Ian. 17. 18.MÛ.

The District Meeting ami Conference ac
cepted the recommendation of the <'entrai 

Methodist Church Hoard, and that same year, received him 
as a probationer.

-35—



SARNIA MKTIIODISM

lie was sent as one of a party of four missionaries, to the 
then very remote field of British Columbia.

On Dec. 10-17, 1858. the party was fa re welled in Toronto, 
and left immediately. Note the journey. By rail to New York, 
steamer to Panama, across the Isthmus to San Francisco, and 
Victoria by steamer, a journey of seven thousand miles, arriv
ing Feb. 10. 1859.

During that and following years. B. C. was in the agonies 
of the “gold fever,” when men and women, good had and 
indifferent, from the four corners of the earth, flocked there.

Fifty years after, at the •Jubilee of B. C. Methodism, the 
late Premier, Sir Richard McBride, in Jubilee address, declared 
that the moral situation of that day was largely saved, and 
B. C. foundatinned for higher and better things by Ebenezer 
Robson.

Central Methodist Church has just reason to be proud of 
the foresight of those officials in 185b, who measured up this 
21-year-old local preacher and sent him out to be an Empire 
builder in two senses of the word.

Ebenezer Robson passed to his reward in Vancouver, B.C.. 
May 4. 1911. aged 7b years.

BISHOP JOSEPH F. BERRY
The record book lias the 

following item :
At the Quarterly Board 

Meeting of Feb. 1. 1875.— 
“On the motion of Bro. C. 
Sanders, seconded by T. C. 
Wheatley, it was resolved 
that Bro. Joseph Berry be 
put on the circuit plan as a 
local preacher on trial.”

At the Board Meeting of 
May 5, 1875, this laconic 
entry was made—“Fully 
licensed as local preacher, 
Joseph Berry.”

Joseph F. Berry was the 
son of Rev. Frances Berry, 
pastor of the Church. lie 
was born in Aylmer. On
tario, May 15, 185b. He was 

converted in Collingwood, Jan., 1871.
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When the Cent nil Church (Quarterly Board licensed him 
as a lovai preacher. In* was a few days less than seventeen years 
of age. lie went out on eireuit near Hamilton the same year 
and was known as “The Hoy Preaeher.”

Early in his ministerial career. In* went across the line 
to the I'nited States. Thirteen years he served in the pastorate, 
four years as editor of “The Michigan Christian Advocate,” 
Detroit. Fourteen years In* was editor of the ” Kpworth 
Herald,” Chicago.

In May, 1904, at the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal ( hurcli. sitting in Los Angeles, California, in a class 
of seven. In* headed the poll and on the first ballot was elected 
Bishop, at the remarkably early age of 4S years. For eight 
yea is his residence was Buffalo, for the last seven. Philadelphia. 
He is senior Bishop, in which exalted ecclesiastical position 
lie may continue, if spared in life and health, nine more years, 
tin* age limit of a Bishop in active service, being 72 years.

Bishop Berry has always been a “ready wliter.” and his 
pen work finds great acceptance in the religions press.

We feel justified in saying In* is tin* most illustrious son 
of Methodism tin* Central Methodist Board ever sent out.

BRANCHES OF CENTRAL CHURCH
It is in one, a tribute and encouragement to Sabbath 

School workers, that the two branches of the parent < hurcli 
had their beginning in a Sabbath School. Parker Street 
began in 1872 and Devine Street in 187f>.

The mother Church has reason for pride in her children, 
as they for years, have been well organized, self-sustaining 
( hit relies.

PARKER STREET
A brief history of the Church:—
On February 4th, 1872. a meeting was held in the Wes

leyan Methodist Church, for the purpose of organizing a Sunday 
School in the north ward, to take care of the children of adher
ents of the Methodist Church living in that section of the city. 
Rev. Jos. Berry, pastor, presided and the following workers 
were present:—Messrs. J. Adams. Jas. A. Smith, J. F. Elliott, 
Geo. Ashley, John Dyblc, Elgin Wood and Misses Whiftin, Lake 
and Miss Thurza Lake, also Mrs. R. Clarke, Mrs. I>. Clark and 
Mrs. J. II. Wood.

A committee consisting of Messrs. Geo. Ashley. J. F. Elliott
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and -I. K. Adams were appointed to make tin- necessary arrange
ments. Rev. I*’nuit-VH Berry sud Joshua AiIhiiih were const i- 
I ut vil ai vmimiittvv to appoint h staff ut' officers hikI teachers. 
A house xviis rented from W. I>. Kegan ami tlit» kvIiooI opened 
xv illi tliv following stall" in vluirgv : Supt. Geo. Asldvy ; librarian, 
W. I>. Kegan: organist, Miss Lake; Teachers, Mrs. Mail, Mrs. 
Kcnny, Mis. Caldxvcll and Mvssrs. (iotllvy ami Broadbent. 
Tliv svlmlais mimlivml about 2(1.

Tl v svhool prospered to such an vxtvnt that within a yvar 
a site xxas secured ami a building vrwtvd tlivrvon.

Tliv o|>vning svrxivvs were vonduvtvd by thv Rev. George 
Goodson. of the Indian Reserve Mission.

Thv building haul tu hv viilargvd during thv superintend* 
vnvy of Mr. b*. Iv LcSuer and again in 1911.

Thv nanivs of thv Ivadvrs associalvd with tin* school in 
varlivr days arc : (Ivo. Asldvy, l{. (\ l,almvr. Peter (lallaighvr, 
(ivo. A. Ihoctor, Elgin Wood, U. K. LeSueur. .1. K. Elliott. K. I‘. 
Watson. Marshal Sandvrs. (*. A. McArthur, and many others 
whose naines have been lost.

Later superintendents: Walter Clark, W. K. Nelson. In 
coiusv of time other organizatiops came into existence, an 
Ep worth League and Ladies’ Aid.

Regular preaching services were opcnctl in 1912 when Ar
thur Sinclair, then student at Victoria College was engaged as a 
supply.

Marker street was constituted a separate charge in 1018, 
and Hex. A. Sinclair ordained that year, was appointed to the 
pastorate.

Ilis pastorate, which vxas most successful, terminated in 
191 ti, xx hen the present minister, Hex . C. K. Clarke, xvas ap
pointed.

The present officers of the church are:
Hoard of Stcxvards: Recording stexvaril, Joseph Dougherty.
Supt. of Sunday School, Win. R. Nelson.
I’res. of Epworth League— Blanch Beeson; Secretary, 

Kate Tlmrn.
Ladies’ Aid l*res, Mrs. K. I\ Watson; president of 

Woman’s Batriotic League. Mrs. J. Gilmore.
Present ( hurcli membership, 150 and 120 families in the 

congregation.
DEVTNE STREET

The earliest official record available gives this item. At
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ii (jnnrterly Board Meeting livl<l Feh. s, 1875 Moved liv 
Uni. Ashley, seconded liy Bro. Hutchinson. tlmt tlu* organ izn- 
tiou ami opening of the south ward Reserve Sunday School 
on tin* seventh day of February, inst.. under liro. Kuglish as 
superintendent, as a hianeli of tin* Sunday School work of 
this Church, he and the same is hereby approved and cou- 
tirmed. Carried unanimously.”

At a Trustee Hoard Meeting held ‘ .Ian. 1881,“ tin* 
advisability of building a South Ward School or Church came 
under discussion, and Rev. T. M. Campbell..!. F. Klliott. Adam 
Kuglish and .1. I). Ileatty. wore eonstituted a committee “to 
aseeitain the most available sites for a south ward Sunday 
School and tin* value of same, and also to prepare a plan and 
estimte cost of a building suitable for above purpose, and 
report the same soon as possible.*'

At a meeting held “.Ian. 21. 1881, tin* committee reported 
two sites on west aide of (jueeii St., as being available, the 
price of either being about $400.00.

The committee was instructed to procure plans and estimate 
of a building not to exceed $1,2*00.00.

At a Trustee meeting held “April 1. 1881. it was unani
mously resolved “to purchase lot 12. west side t^ueen St., 
canvass for subscriptions and proceed at once to tin* erection 
of a suitable Sunday School house.”

Before having a building of their own. the Sunday School 
met in the public school building in the south ward.

At the Conference in “.Itine 1801,” an advance step was 
taken and •!. C. Switzer, a probationer, was appointed, and 
regular preaching services established.

In 1802, the Church received as its pastor, Rev. I). K. 
Martin, (ordained that year) and became a separate Church 
organization.

The list of pastors have been :
Probationer *1. C. Switzer ........................ 1801 —1802
Rev. I). K. Martin....................................... 1802 —1805
Rev. (1. Willoughby ...............................  1805—1807
Rev. K. Mcdd........................................... 1807—1001
Rev. (1. X. I laz.cn....................................... 1001 — 1004
Rev. .1. W. Baird ....................................... 1004 1008
Rev. J. K. Holmes..................................... 1008—1012
Rev. W. .1. Ashton ...................................  1012—1010
Rev. il. X. Hnz.cn. l).l>..................................1010—1010
Rev. Dr. Knowles .......................................1010
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The present ofticerate of tlu* Church has the following:
Local Preachers—John Ferguson, Gordon Story.
Recording Steward—John Ferguson.
Sa him th School Superintendent—L. II. Richards.
Ep worth League President—George McIntyre.
Ladies’ Aid President—Mrs. J. II. Dyhle.
W.M.S. President—Mrs. G. X. Ilazen.
The Church membership is "»2H, the families number J15, 

and the total enrolment in the Sunday School. .">(>">.

PORT HURON METHODISM
We quote verbatim from the history of St. ( lair County. 

“It seems probable that the first Protestant minister to visit 
St. ( lair County was a Methodist preacher named Dickson, 
who visited the lower end of the county in ISIS. From that 
time until Oct., 1 S2">, the " District of Michigan,” along the 
St. Clair River, was attached to the Methodist Conference in 
Canada, and it was visited during that period at irregular 
intervals by preachers.”

James Kvans during his pastorate, makes record of min
istering to the Indians on the Michigan side, coming from as 
far north as Saginaw Day. John Donee, who succeeded Evans, 
writes him under date, March 1. 18JÎ). and reports—“10 mcm- 
hcis for tin* Michigan class." Whether white or Indian he 
does not say, possibly both were included.

OTHER CHURCHES 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND

To his everlasting honor, let it be said. Commander Richard 
Enteric Vidal. R.N., immediately on coming to where Sarnia 
now stands, made a regular custom of reading on the Sabbath 
day in his own home, the Church of England service, not alone 
to the members of his own household, but any neighbors who 
saw fit to come and join in the service, lie continued so to do 
through the years.

On two occasions. “July 1U and 17, 1842, in the absence of 
the Methodist minister. Rev. Win. Scott, Commander Vidal took 
the service and read public prayers in the Chapel.” (This was 
the Methodist ( Impel).

At intervals a minister came from across the line and held 
service, and in 1841. Rev. Mr. Pyne, a missionary then (or 
afterwards) stationed at Sutherlands ( Mooretown) came and 
conducted service. So also Rev. Mr.—afterward Dishop Wei by, 
of Sandwich, made an occasional trip here and preached.

—40-
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PRESBYTERIAN
The first was Rev. Mr. Chcync, who visited the ntieleii* 

of Sainia in 18:14.
Malcolm Cameron in a letter umler date. “Port Sarnia. 

Dee. 1H. 1S4UtM says “We have seiviee by a Methodist min
ister every Sunday, and a Presbyterian every second Sunday 
in the foiennon same house.” This would In- in the Metho
dist < Impel, completed toward the close of 18:17.

In another letter dated, “Port Sarnia. Dee. 5. 1S41 We 
had a Presbyterian preacher, hut he is now at Chatham 
Our ( Inin h is finished and was opened some time ago.

Will am M Gregor in I is diary says: “Sun.. May 1, 1842 
-Went to Port Sarnia, heard Rev. Mr. < haine, icturned that 

night.”
“Wed.. May 4. 1842 Went to Rapids, heard Mr. ('haine.” 

Mis spelling of' the rame is phonetic.
The first “St. Andrews Church” was opened November. 

1841.
B API 1ST

William McGregor’s diary, records: On “Sun.. March 27, 
1842 (ieorge Watson went to Sarnia and preached in place 
of Mr. Scott.”

Mr. Scott was the Methodist minister in charge.
“Sunday, Oct. it. 1842 Arrived at Sarnia. Heard Eben

ezer Watson in the Methodist Chapel.”
Thus as early as 1842, “the Watsons,” father and son. 

as Baptist preachers, held services here.
In the year 1849, the Baptists organized and for about two 

years held service from house to house. In 1851, on the present 
Church site, a frame building. 30x40 feet was erected and 
Rev. Geo. Watson preached the first sermon.

This Church building, before it was completed or plastered 
was used as a Immpiet hall, at the reception tendered the Uov. 
General, Lord Elgin.

CONGREGATIONAL
If fugitive items are reasonably correct, the Congregational 

Church entered Lambton County early in the thirties.
Rev. Mr. MeGlashan. it would appear, was the first in 

Sarnia and also east to Warwick.
Rev. Mr. Geikie settled on a farm on which the north part 

of Mooretown now stands. Here his family lived, while he 
scouted far afield on missionary work intent. He was father

-41—
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of .IoIiii (and Alexander (ieikie. the first, the Biblical com
mutator. tin- other, tin* eminent geologist. Following came 
Rev. Mr. Armour and Rev. das. Nall.

A Church of red hriek was built in Sarnia, on the site of 
the present Salvation Army Citadel. The diary of Mr. Win. 
Metirogor fixes the date. “Sun., Aug. 17—Went to Fort Sar
nia. Mr. Nall's Congregational Church was opened. Ministers 
officiating Mr. Wastall, Mr. Clark. Mr. Broughton, Mr. Tur
ner and Mr. liny.”

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Ueo. Durand gave the site of the present Roman Catholic 

Church “through loving respect for his wife," whose maiden 
name was doues. In 184(1 Rev. Father Duranquet, a desuit 
missionary being in charge, the first Church was built upon 
the above site, standing north and south, the front facing on the 
London Road.

The first ( hristian religious service held in this Province, 
was on Aug. 12.1l>1ô, near the present town of Penetanguishene, 
conducted by Father Le Caron, a Roman Catholic priest of 
the Recollet Order.

Apart from the Recollet and desuit Missions in the first 
half of the 17th century, in the new period of missions, the 
first ( hureh in the Province was “The ( hurcli of the 11 tirons,” 
at Sandwich, built between 1747 and 17fill by Father Potier, a 
Belgian by birth, a desuit by faith. In its belfry swung a bell 
to call the people, Indian and French, to worship. This bell 
was given to the mission by the British (Joveinment in 1784.

Major McKenny in his trip of the lakes in 182(1. wrote thus 
of it—“Sweetly over the water comes tin- sound of the bell 
from the Church of flu* 1 lurons at Sandwich.”

Why did not some “Whittier” immortalize it in poetry ; 
as lie did the Im-IIs of St. Boniface on Red River?

To-day that hell rings in the turret of the College of 
Assumption.

This old Church was standing until 1810, when it was 
destroyed by fire, resulting from lightning.

POT POURRI
The first Protestant Church erected in this Province. 

“The Church of tin* Mohawks." Anglican, on the Indian Re
serve. Brantford, in 1781*. is still standing and in service.

The next in time was “The Moravian Church,” where 
Amherst burg now stands. This was erected in 1701, continuing 
one year only, as the Indians using it, then moved on to 
“Fairfield on the Thames,” (Moraviantown).

—12—
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The first Methodist Church in Ontario whs the “liny Bay 
Church,' erected in 1702.

The tirst Presbyterian, at Niagara in 1704.
First recorded baptism of a white child in Sarnia, Emma 

Harriet Vidal, by Rev. .lames Kvans—Nov. 5, 180(1.
“Dec. (i. 1 S0(i —A Jubilee meeting was held to eonsider 

a railroad proposition.
On “April 27 and 20, 1807," Durand's mill was raised. 

This was the first sawmill, and was run by water conveyed 
from the Perch by “ Durand’s Drain." a canal dug the year 
before, immediately north of and paralleling Oeorge St.

On “Dee. 15. 1807, the first log was cut in Durand’s mill."
The first piano in Sarnia was owned by lion. Malcolm 

Cameron in 1808—possibly earlier.
Sarnia Post Office was established in 1807, and on Sept. 

10, 1800, became a twiee per week service.
An old memo says- “On Jan. 7. 1840. the stage route 

between Sarnia and London was started."
Early in 1840, John Dougall of “The Witness. Montreal" 

fame, accompanied by his brother, (James of Windsor, we 
think) launched in Sarnia and throughout the western portion 
of the Province, the temperance movement.

Malcolm Cameron certifies to the splendid work done, in 
a letter dated “Port Sarnia. Pec. 18. 1840—Our temperance 
society has progressed wonderfully, and we have driven in
temperance almost from us."

That such reformation was much needed, is evidenced in 
a letter by Rev. John Donee, to his predecessor, James Evans, 
under date “ Port Sarnia, March 1, 18.‘W—The swearing, drunk
enness and wickedness on tin* river, and especially in Sarnia 
village, frequently presses down my mind."

As early as 18:47. a Horticultural Society was under con
sideration and correspondence carried on along that line.

“On Monday. Nov. (», 184J, a meeting was held in Port 
Sarnia, in the interest of agriculture, and on Dec. 12, an agri
cultural society was organized with Win. McGregor as the 
first secretary. The first exhibition was held Tues., Oct. 22, 
1844."

Commander R. E. Vidal, R.N., was the first Collector of 
Customs, and collected the first fee from the vessel. “Mary 
and Jane, of Goderich, Oct. Id, 1840."

The first “Eire Brigade" was starh-d Sept. 1(>, 1840. when 
was held a public meeting to establish a “Hook and Ladder 
Company."
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MINISTERS STATIONED AT ST. CLAIR AND SARNIA 
1832 TO 1919

REV. PETER JONES
Peter .loin's was Imni at Burlington I leights, Jan. 1. I Si 12. 

Augustus Jones. fatlivv of Peter. was of Welsh extraction, 
his home was on the Hudson River. He studied land surveying 
in New York, and with high recommendations, came to Hov
el nor John (iraves Sinteoe. who appointed him Deputy Pro
vincial Surveyor.

Augustus Jones became very much interested in the Indian 
character, and married a wife from among them. Peter Jones 
was one of a numerous family, horn of that exceedingly 
union.

As a youth Peter received a lirst-class edueationo. Attend
ing a Methodist camp-meeting, held in Alienator in
June 1823, lie was converted, lie taught school for a time and 
began preparation for the ministry, to which lie felt called.

Peter Jones became a mighty exponent of “The Word” 
to hoth Indian and white. I lifs work was largely that of an 
evangelist missionary, travelling at large among the people. 
While on such a journey, lie came to where Sarnia now is. 
and preached the tirst Protestant sermon in this locality.

For thirty years lie served his Church and Master well, 
having access to all classes of Canadian society, including 
the representatives of Royalty and honored hv audiences by 
two British sovereigns, when on tours to Britain.

Peter Jones was of athletic frame, splendid intellect, clear 
perception, sound judgment, great decision of character, and 
a splendid preacher.

He passed away June 28. 18f>(i, at the early age of ">4 years.
lie was interred in Brantford cemetery, where a splendid 

monument marks his grave.
THOMAS TURNER 1832 1834 2 YEARS

Thomas Turner was born in Coventry, England, in 17119. 
In consequence of the death of both his parents, lie early be
came a resident in the family of an uncle, a godly mail. At 
sixteen years of age. on Newcastle-under-Line Circuit, by an 
earnest local preacher, he was led to Christ.

In 1822 lie was received on trial and labored on Hereford 
and Hammersmith circuits. In 1823 he was appointed to 
Canada.

In 1832 he was sent by the Missionary Society of the
-44-
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British Wesleyan Methodist < liurvli, us their first appointed 
minister to the St. Clair Mission.

In 1841 lu» removed to Kngland, continuing nearly twenty 
vein8 in the work.

Rev. -lolin ('hitoII, I).I)., the hiogtnphrr of Canadian 
Methodism up to 1S.m. gives this word pieture “Ile whs not 
lull, hml was slightly Imilt, hut trim uml sprightly. His nun- 
plexion was very fair with a high forehead, which gav«* him 
an intelleetual appearance. lie was tasteful an tidy in his 
person and very genteel in his manners. We would not pro- 
noinieo him very profound or original as a preaeher. his preach- 
ing was rather aphoristie. paragraphical, and aneeilotal, than 
profound and eontinuous, hut it was lively and 
Hut his eminent piety, cordial manners, and sprightly ways 
in the pulpit, made him both popular and well-beloved.” lie 
died ill IhtiO.

JAMES EVANS 1834 1838 4 YEARS

.lames Kv|.us was horn at Kiiigston-on-llull. Knglaml. 
1801. Ilis father was a sea captain, ami .lames desired to In* a 
sailor. Two voyages to the Baltic, when he was hut eight 
years of age. killed all such desire.

After several years in school, he was apprenticed to a 
grocer.

Cutler the preaching of (lideon Ottsley, he was converted. 
As a young man lie emigrated to Canada, and taught school. 
An old-time camp-meeting was the means Hod used, causing 
him to decide he would he a missionary to the Indians. lie 
began his work as teacher of an Indian school at Rice Lake.

lie was received on trial for the ministry in 18:10, received 
into full connection 1802 and in 18M, ordained.

To the St. Clair Mission. In- was the second appointment 
by Conference.

The greatest work id* his ministry a twofold work, but 
very closely related, was. 1st, when under the most rigid tests, 
lie and his Christian Indian in the Hudson's Bay region, proved 
to the Hudson's Bay Co. that more work could he done by 
working six days and resting on the Sabbath, than by working 
all seven, thus firmly establishing the Sabbath day as a day of 
rest -and 2nd. his invention of the Crée syllabic character, 
in which to this day. the British and Korcign Bible Society 
print the Bible for all the Indan missions of our far northwest. 
Lord Dufferin declared: “Many a man who did nothing com 
parable with this, has been honored with a burial in West
minster Abbey."
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Visiting Knglimd and speaking on missions, lie oil Tuesday, 
Nov. 2d. 1841), at Keilhy in Lincolnshire, after speaking to a 
large audience, retired to the home of a friend, and suddenly 
passed away. On Thursday. Nov. 2f>. his body was laid to rest 
in a vault in the Waltham Street Chapel, Mull, after 17 years 
in the ministry.

THOMAS HURLBURT 1837 1858 (1 YEAR.

Thomas llurlhurt was horn at Augusta. Cpper Canada. 
March J, ISOS, was converted Oct. 22, 1820, and for a few years 
as a lay worker and candidate under a chairman, taught an 
Indian mission school, and preached at Muneey and Kaugeen. 
At the (Conference held in Hamilton. 1 Sdô, lie was received 
into full connection and ordained. Cor seven years lie was 
chairman of district.

He became one of the most expert of all the missionaries 
in his knowledge and use of the Indian language of many 
tribes, and of him an aged chief said “lie is an Indian in a 
white man’s skin.”

His death resulted from a fall on the ice, causing con
cussion of tlni brain, and occurred at Little Current. April J, 
187J. 11 is age was sixty-five, lie spent forty-four years as a
missionary.

JOf N DOU6E 1838 1841 3 YEARS

John Douce was one of the men sent to Canada by the 
Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society of England.

He was received on trial at the Conference meeting in 
Kingston on the 11th June, 1SJ4, and ordained 1 Sdô for special 
purposes, and received into full connection in ISdS. was chair
man of Districts for fifteen years and treasurer of the super
annuation fund from 1 Still to 1S74.

In ISdS lie married and brought his bride to his new 
charge, St. Clair Mission, lie passed to his reward in Toronto, 
May S, 1SSI».

WILLIAM SCOTT 1841 1848 ( 7 YEARS)

William Scott was a native of Lincolnshire, England, and 
had received a most thorough and liberal education, lie was 
converted in early boyhood, and began preaching when a mere 
youth. A very early marriage barred his way to acceptance 
in the home church, lie emigrated to the Cnited States and 
there entered the work. At Toronto lie in 18d7 presented himself 
at Conference and was accepted as a probationer of three 
years’ standing, lie was one of the leading champions with 
voice and pen of the temperance work, and also against the
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insidious doctrine of Mormon ism. He received spécial ordina
tion in 18:W. and was received into full connection in 1840. 
For fourteen years he was a District Chairman.

Wm. Scott was editor of the Canada Tempera nee Advo
cate from 1851 to 1858. lie was tile author of Teetotalers' 
Handbook," and several “Tractates."

He was Conference President one year and also for one 
year (lovernor of Stanstead Wesleyan College. This in 1S77.

lie was an incisive debater and < " of the truth,
and upheld in a three day debate, the evangelical doctrine of 
Christianity, his antagonist being Elder Itorrowman, who in the 
40 s brought I lie insidious doctrine of Mormonism into the 
County of Lamhton, and in 184b led a goodly number to Nauvoo» 
then the rs of the Mormon faith. The debate was
held in the barn of «lames Chalmers, 2nd Line, Plympton, 
near Monda min. People from near and far attended.

He died in Ottawa, Oct. 5, 1801. aged Tit years.

THOMAS FAWCETT 1847 1860 3 YEARS

Thomas Fawcett was a Yorkshire man born in isos, 
physically described as “not tall, but strong and dark coni- 
plexioned." lie was received on trial in 1S:}:| and into full 
connection and ordained 1s:i7. lie came to his death by an 
accident on tin* (I.W.K.. March 1!Mh. 1859, aged 51 years.

NATHAN AXTLE 1847 1849 1 YEAR 
i Probationer and Assistant to Thomas Fawcett.

Nathan Axtle was a very young man, whose mother was 
a widow. He was a small man of very dark complexion, with 
wonderful gifts as a speaker, lie had been brought up to 
business and was expert in the business Held. The records 
state that he was “impulsive and changeable." which led to 
his being dropped after serving three years, the third being 
spent in Sarnia.

JAMES GRAY 1849 1861 2 YEARS.

James dray was a tall, fair cumplexioiied young man of 
liberal educ/ition at Victoria College, before entering the 
work of the ministry, lie was of Irish parentage and brought 
up in the vicinity of llowunanville, lie was received on trial 
in 1847 and into full connection and ordained in 1850. 11 is
first year at Sarnia was as probationer assistant to Kev. Tims. 
Fawcett, his second as the ordained superintendent of the cir
cuit.

He was for eight years chairman of districts, for two years 
-47—
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superintendent of tlic Mount Elgin Industrial Indian School, 
mid also Secretary and President of Conference, lie died in 
Toronto, Oct. 2!), 18!)2.

According to Conference minutes. Rev. Noble Franklin 
English was appointed to Port Sarnia. Evidently this appoint
ment was changed after Conference closed, as he served 
Bytown iOttawa) from 1S.11 to 18f>.*l and Edward White came 
to Sarnia.

EDWARD WHITE 1861 1853 <2 YEARS
Edward White was horn in Pennsylvania 1822. About 

182Ô the family removed to Canada, settling in Raleigh Town
ship, Kent County. At sixteen years of age he was converted 
at a player meeting held in his father’s home. lie was a large, 
strong and very dark complexioned young man. His educa
tional advantages were very meagre, but bis mental power 
was high, and he was a born preacher. He was genial, 
zealous and laborious, lie had a quality of voice whether in 
speaking or singing which made him very pleasing to his 
hearers, lie was received on trial in 184!), and into full con
nection and ordained in 1802. at « the beginning of his second 
year in Sarnia.

He was one id' four selected to go to British Columbia in 
1858, and open up work there, where the discovery of gold 
led so many thousands in one great rush. Our Church on 
the Pacific Coast, is built on the foundation work of that 
pioneer band of which he was one.

He died in Montreal, June Kith, 1872. aged 50 years.
JOHN GUINNESS LAIRD 1853 1856 3 YEARS

John 0. Laird was born in Fermanagh, Ireland. 1823 and 
emigrated to Canada in 1847. He had trained in the Normal 
School. Dublin, for the work of a “National School Teacher.” 
and had followed teaching some time. In his fourteenth year 
lie was converted and joined the Wesleyan Methodist Church, 
lie had been a class leader and local preacher for some years 
before coming to Canada. In his preaching he was richly 
scriptural, and very satisfying to those who loved the truth. 
He was received on trial 1848, and into full connection and 
oidained in 1852. and during his ministry, filled many offices 
of 11list and importance in the connection.

On the 24th of Jure, 18ÎI7. in London. In* passed to his 
rewa rd.

WILLIAM HAWKE 1854 1855 1 YEAR)
(Assistant to Rev. John G. Laird i

William Hawke was born in Lost with iel, Cornwall, Eng.. 
Aug. 21, 1832. In his eighteenth year was converted and was
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three years a local preacher before coining to Canada. Ilis 
year in Sarnia was as a candidate. At the Conference of 1855, 
he was received on trial and in 1858 into full connection and 
ordained, lie was a married man when he entered the min
istry. He died at Grimsby, April b, 1881. aged 57 years*.

THOMAS DAVIES PEARSON 1855 1866 1 YEAR)
Assistant to Rev. John G. Laird i

Thomas I). Pearson was the son ot an English Wesleyan 
minister, horn in Gloucester, England, and had been educated 
for one of the learned professions (which one his biographer 
tells not), including a full classical course. 11 is voice was good 
and lie excelled as a preacher, being tender and impressive 
in delivery, lie had been received on trial in 184b. into full 
connection and ordained in 1850, so that for the Conference 
year Sarnia had the benefit of two fully ordained ministers.

He died in New Westminster. B.C., Sept. VI, 1911.
FRANCES BERRY 1866 1868 .2 YEARS

Frances Berry was an Irish Canadian, of Wesleyan parents, 
and horn in the vicinity of Toronto, and was educated in one 
of the best select schools (private we presume) in the city, 
llis training was along commercial lines. He married, then 
entered the ministerial work of the Primitive Methodist Church- 
After some years, he re-entered commercial life in the town of 
Brantford and was very successful. There he joined the 
Wesleyan Church, closed up his business and entered the 
ministry, was received into full connection and ordained in 
1852.

SAMUEL DOWN 1856 1867 (1 YEAR i 
I Assistant to Rev. Frances Berry'

Samuel Down was born in either Cornwall or Devonshire, 
we « be sure which, llis was a commanding presence,
tall, intellectual looking, with light, curly hair. He had a strong 
bent for theological study, and became in that field profound 
and accurate. In speaking, he was calm, self-possessed and 
correct, lie was received on trial in 185b. having travelled 
the preceding year under the chairman. Received into full 
connection and ordained in 1859.

He lived to an advanced age, and passed away in either 
1911 or 1912.

WILLIAM AMES 1868 1661 (S YEARS'
William Ames was born in Frome. Somersetshire. England, 

Dec. 8, 1820. The family removed to Canada in 18)12, and
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sett led in the village of Peterhoro. In Jan.. 1 s:U», h<> whk con
verted. Under tlie* vlmiriiuni, lie began his work in 1842, re
ceived ou t rial I 1842. and into lull eonneetioii and ordained 1847.

Ile died at Woodstock, Oet. W). 1910.

EDWIN CLEMENT 1861 1833 <2 YEARS

Kdwin < lenient was horn in Plymouth, Kngland. and was 
eonverted at an early age. Married and emigrated to the 
Vnited States, where lie entered the ministry, laboring three 
years, lie then eame to Canada and after one year of sendee, 
he was reeeived into full eoiineetion and ordained in 185(1. 
lie was a man of medium size, with good preaehing ability, 
very studious and siieeessful in his work.

Died in Parkdalc. April 5, 188"».

PHINEAS D. WILL 1861 1862 1 YEAR

Phiucas I). Will was horn near the town of St. (leorge, 
Nov. 27, is: 12. Mis home was a piipis one. his father being an 
aeeeptahle loeal preaeher. lie was not eonverted until 22 years 
of age, and at 20 entered the work under the auperintendeney 
of the Rev. John (looilson in 180S, was reeeived on trial in 
1859. into full eoiineet ion and ordained in 1802.

During his ministry lie was known as a strong preaeher 
and pushed with great energy his eireiiit work. In 1882 lie 
superannuated, taking up his resideiiee in Toronto. Paralysis 
brought his life to a el ose Nov. 19, 1908.

ANDREW A. SMITH 1863 1836 3 YEARS'

Andrew Smith was of Seoteli Presbyterian parentage, horn 
in the vieinity of Perth. Vpper Canada, in December, 1824. 
lie was religiously brought up. and with a zeal for Dible 
knowledge, attended the Dible class in the Presbyterian and 
the Sunday School in the Methodist Church, lie attended the 
Perth High or Grammar School, had two or more years at 
Victoria University, ami completed his course under a private 
tutor, Rev. Robert Taylor. A.M.. of Trinity College, Dublin.

He taught school in Lanark County, and in the town of 
Peterborough.

In the great revival of 1841 in Perth, lie was eonverted. 
He was received on trial in 185(1. and into full connection and 
ordained in June, 1852, at the Conference meeting in Mi*Nab 
St. Church. Hamilton.

He is described as “low-set. stout and strong, with a clear,
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ringing voire, gond education, good fancy, and good preaching 
ability.”

lie died at Cornwall, Out.. Aug. !f, 1 HH.V

ALEXANDER LANGFORD 1866 1838 2 YEARS
Alexander Langford was horn in Kdinlmrgli, Scotland, 

in I HU.'». I lis lather was a captain in the ôt h Dragoon (iuards. 
tile regiment being stationed there at the time of his birth. 11 is 
parents were born in Mmintiuelliek, (Queen’s County, Ireland, 
lie was educated in private schools in England, and as a student 
for the ministry, in Victoria College. Cohonrg, I'pper Canada.

lie was converted at Birmingham, Kng.. in 184s and united 
with the Wesleyan Methodist Church. The family removed 
to Canada in 1 8.74 and settled in London Township, lie was 
received on trial and began his work in 1HÔ7. received into full 
connection and ordained in 18(11. lie developed great pulpit 
ability, and also filled many important offices in the gilt of his 
brethren.

lie still lives, a hale, hearty man.

MANLY BENSON 1866 1837 1 YEAR

Manly Benson, a tall, vigorous young man was assistant 
to Mr. Langford this year, lie was born in Prince Edward 
County, April 27. 1842'. lie received his education at Xew- 
hurg Academy, and then taught school for three years, lie 
was received on trial in 1H<i:t. and into full connection and 
ordained in 18ti7. lie developed strong pulpit power and 
tilled many important churches and also official positions in 
the Church. For fifty-five years he continued in the active 
work, and was superannuated in dune, 1!H8.

As a lecturer, he has covered the continent, and travelled 
extensively in Britain and Europe, and for fourteen years was 
manager of Urimsby Park Chatampia platform.

Dr. Benson still lives, a man who will not grow old, though 
he live the century.

GEORGE MITCHELL 1837 1868 (1 YEAR

Geo. Mitchell was assistant to Rev. A. Langford in his 
second year pastorate in Sarnia. I can find no biographical 
material, only a few Conference facts. He was received on 
trial 1 Hliô, and into full connection and ordained in 1 Stiff, and 
during his active ministry, filled by election many offices in the 
gift of his brethren. Superannuated and lives in Toronto.
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GEORGE GOODSON 18>8 1863 (1 YEAR.
(Jeorge Uoodson was the son of a soldier, ami as an orphan 

was brought up in, ami received elementary training in tin1 
regimental schools. Apprenticed in Kingston, lie at an early 
age experienced conversion, ami immediately began to use 
his gifts and graces to win souls to Christ. One biographer 
has described him thus—“ Pleasing in person, affectionate in 
spirit, gifted in prayer and speaking, and endowed with a most 
melodious voice for singing, in which In* took great delight, he 
soon became very popular.”

lie married, entered into business for himself at Kempt- 
ville, from which he was called out. to the work of the min
istry. He was received on trial 183fi, and into full connection 
and ordained in 1840. For thirty-eight years he did the work 
of a minister, tilling many official places, especially as District 
Chairman and died May 11. 18H4. aged 04 years. His grave 
is in Lakeview cemetery, Sarnia.

MATTHEW ROBISON 1868 1869 1 YEAR

Matthew Robison was the probationer assisting Rev. Mr. 
Uoodson during his one year rate in Sarnia. He was 
received on trial at the Conference of 1808, having travelled 
the previous year under the chairman at Kingsville. He was 
ordained for special purposes in 1809, and was sent to Red 
River as a missionary. After some three or four years he 
returned, and put in two years as a student at Victoria College, 
Cobonrg, and then resumed his itinerant labors.

lie died Dee. 17. 1878 at the early age of 34 years.

JOSEPH WESLEY McCALLUM 1869 1872 (8 YEARSj

Joseph W. McCollum was born at Smithville, Out., 1819, 
was received on trial 1841, and into full connection and or
dained in 184f>. Save the years of his service, we find very little 
concerning him. That little is nevertheless illuminative of his 
strong point in service. “The indefatigable Joseph Wesley
McCallum was a man it is not too much to say, did
usually as much pastoral work as two ordinary preachers.”

In Toronto. June 29, 1891, he passed to his reward.

GEORGE CLARK 1869 1870 1 YEAR
George Clark was Mr. McCallum's assistant the first year. 

We have found little concerning his life, other than dry facts. 
Conference data shows for nearly forty years, possibly
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longer, lie nerved, «ml in tunny important churches. “I'uiver
sifie* bintowed pro merito degrees upon him, also lie filled 
the vlmir of districts ninny years. 8upernniniate<l nml résiliés 
in St. Catharines.

ROBERT McCULLOCH 1870 1871 <1 YEAR.

Robert McCulloch was the assistant during tin* second 
year of Rev. Mr. McCallum*s pastorate. In 18117 lie was sent 
out under the chairman, received on trial 18118. and into full 
connection anil ordained in 1872. Superannuated and lives in 
Toronto.

ALFRED M. PHILLIPS 1871 1872 (1 YEAR i

A. M. Phillips was the third year assistant of Rev. Mr. 
McCallum. lie began work under direction of the District 
Chairman in 1870. was received on trial in 1871. and into full 
connection and ordained 1878. lb- tilled many of the strong 
churches and was a very able man.

Ills death came early, Dec. Hi, 1896, at the age of 49 years.

FRANCES BERRY 1872 1876 3 YEARSi

Fiances Berry, after an absence of fifteen years, was re
turned for a second pastoral term.

Died 1907, St. Thomas. Ont., aged 86 years.

JOHN V1POND SMITH 1872 1873 1 YEAR)

.1. V. Smith was assistant to Rev. Mr. Berry for one year.
lie was of Scottish extraction, born in Cumberland. Kng., 

in 1848. lie received a liberal education in his native land, 
and came to Canada tinder direction of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church in 1870, and was at once assigned to circuit work 
under the chairman. In 1871 lie was received on trial and 
into full connection and ordained in 1874.

J. V. Smith became one of the strongest pulpit men in 
Canadian Methodism. He held few offices, as lie had no leaning 
thereto—the pulpit was his throne, and there lie was a spiritual 
( ’olossus.

In the dialect of his native shire, the few fugitive sketches 
from his pen show an ability eipial to a Mark Huy Fierce, 
ami his poetic talent also was fine. Two of his hymns, the 
authorship being unknown to the committee when selected 
were given a place in the new Hymn Book, Nos. 424 and 045.

He died in Montreal, March 29. 191(1.
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G. N. A. F. T. DICKSON 1866 1877 ( 2 YEARSi
Mr. Dickson was horn at Templeiiew, near liallyshannon. 

Count.v Donegal. Irvlaml, Oct. 21, 1820. Mis parents were 
incinhcrs of the English Church, and lie was edueated for its 
minis! ry.

In 1S47 lie came to Canada and became head master of the 
“Madras” training school, for training teachers, a government 
institution at St. John, N.lt.

I Ms life had been blameless in the eyes of men. hut here 
lie discovered it was not so in the eyes of God. lie was eon- 
verted and in 18Ô1 entered the Methodist ministry, lie be
came noted for his extensive culture and intense spirituality, 
and his preaching, earnest and practical.

Ilis dying message to the Conference in session at Sarnia, 
was, “Tell my brethren and friends at Sarnia, I am dying 
in the faith which I preached unto them.”

On June 2. 1887, ‘‘lie was not. for God took him.”
i

WM. C. HENDERSON 1897 1880 iS YEARSi
Win. C. Henderson was horn in Huntingdon County, (Que

bec, Feb. 11, 1824. his parents also were Canadians. At the 
age of seventeen years he was converted. He was received on 
trial 18Ô7 and into full connection and ordained in 1800. For 
many years he was Financial Secretary, also Chairman of 
Districts. He specialized on Sunday School work and the hold
ing of Sunday School conventions.

lie was noted as an able pulpit man, and also filled many 
otlieial positions in the gift of his brethren.

lie died at Guelph, Sept. 19, 1917.

THOMAS METCALFE CAMPBELL 1880 1883 3 YEARSi

T. M. Campbell was of Irish parentage. He was horn 
at Ilawkshtirg. Ont., Nov. 9, 1829. The family moved to Dun- 
das. where at the age of fourteen years, lie was converted. 
Educated in Dundas schools and Victoria College.

He began his ministry under the direction of the chairman 
in 18tili. was received on trial in 1807, and into full connection 
and ordained by Rev. Morlcy Puushon in 1870.

As ( lia i man of District. Conference President, and Gen
eral Conference delegate, he has rendered much service in the 
offieerate of the Church.

It was during his pastorate and largely aided by his tintir-
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mg v Hurt s, flic congregation creeled tin- present church huild- 
ing.

SiipcrHiinuated and lives in Toronto.

WILLIAM MeDONAGH 1883 18% 3 YEARS)
Win. MeDotiagh was horn near Knniskilleii, County Fer

managh. Ireland, in is:VI. Ilis parents were Methodists and lie 
from infancy, attended all the services of the Church, and at 
the early age of seventeen years became a class leader.

The family emigrated to Canada in 1S47, the husband and 
father dying shortly after their arrival in Montreal. The family 
then took up its residence in Broekville. It was here at a 
funeral. Rev. .1. W. MeCallum said :—“The trumpet has fallen 
from the hands of one of Zion’s watchmen, who will take it 
up ?” From a weeping youth came the trembling, yet audible 
reply :—“I will.”

It was Win. MeDonngli who had spoken.
lu 18.V2. as a chairman’s supply, he began his ministry, 

on the Humber circuit, near Toronto. Mis superintendent of 
that year thus describes him—“He is like to a spirited colt, 
which, though requiring careful training at the first, when 
once accustomed to the bit. becomes the most serviceable and 
enduring horse; so when the exuberance of youth in our 
friend has received its proper direction, lie is sure to be one 
of the most energetic and efficient of men.”

He was received on trial 1 85J, and into full connection 
and ordained in IStiO. lie tilled the office of chairman in at 
least three districts, and once Conference President.

lie died in Toronto. March 21. 1015.

GEORGE RIVERS SANDERSON 1883 1888 <2 YEARS)
(1. K. Sanderson was born in Kingston. Out., in 181b. and 

was one of the first student class in the newly established 
“Cpper Canada Academy,” afterward Victoria I niversity.

He went out under the chairman in is:!7. was received on 
trial 1828. and into full connection and ordained in 1841.

In manner and pulpit delivery, lie followed closely the old 
school of Knglish Methodist preachers, of whose work he was 
a close student.

Fifty-one years lie spent in the active ministry, super
annuating at the end of his second year in Sarnia.

lie had been converted under the preaching of that man 
of sainted memory, Rev. Jos. Stinson, !).!)., whom in person,



SARNIA METHODISM

voire <iml lit*liner in lie whn n;ii«l to closely resemble.
For four years lie was Book Slewanl, and for five, the 

editor of the ( 'liristian Guardian, and filled at some time nearly 
every oflfiee in his brethren's gift.

He died in London. March 20, 1898.

THOMAS CULLEN 1888 1891 (8 YEARS)

T. Cullen was horn at Kderny. County Fermanagh, Ire
land. in 1880. When ten yeas of age lie eame with his family 
to Canada, lie was converted at an early age. and early felt 
called to the ministry.

hi 1801 lie was received on trial and into full connection 
and ordained in 1800. lie had little, if any, leanings to the 
oflieerate of the connection. Imt devoted most of his strength 
to his pulpit and pastoral duties.

lie died in London, Dee. 0. 18!If).

JOSEPH R. GUNDY 1891 1892 1 YEAR

•I. K. Gundy was a son of the parsonage, his father being 
a minister in the “New Connection Methodist Church.” ami 
four of his sons entered the Christian ministry. .1. It. Gundy 
was of Irish extraction and horn (we think) in Ireland, lie 
was regarded by his brethren as “a ministerial lawyer.” and 
when any really fine point of law led him to champion either 
side in debate, in an annual Conference, every man would if 
possible, be in bis place, for a feast of fat tilings was assured.

lie tilled, from early in his ministry, almost continuously, 
official positions in the gift of his brethren.

He was received on trial 1 StiO. and into full connection 
and ordained 18(14, and on March 24. 1916, in the city of St. 
Thomas, at the age of 78 years, he died.

JOHN LEAROYD 189? 1896 iS YEARS)

♦John Lcaroyd was born at Tadcaster, Yorkshire. England. 
April If), 1880. lie was a son of the parsonage, his father. 
Rev. Amos Lcaroyd, being a minister of the Wesleyan Metho
dist Church.

♦John Lcaroyd. in mind and heart, was early directed 
to the Christian ministry, lie preached his first sermon in 
St Peter’s Wesleyan ( Impel, Lecdst Eng. Ills texh was 
1 Tim.. 1:15.

He proved an able man in the ministry. Physical energy, 
intellectual vigor and spiritual power were united in him.
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in happy him! harmonious combination. Ile tilled many oflicial 
positions added lu liis arduous toils in largo and important 
elm relies. lie was fifty .wars a minister, having begun his 
ministry under tin* elutir in 1851». Received on trial 1857. and 
into lull connection and ordained 1st 10.
Ilv died in London, Kept, 80, 1900, aged 70 veals.

Only the name and pastoral period will he given of those 
who served from IS! 15 to the present, as all hut one - «lus. II. 
Oliver, deeeased) still live and are in the active work.

(leorge W. Henderson .................. 1895-1SU8 8 years)
Ueorge Daniel ................................. 1898-1901 8 years)
David N. Met 'amus ....................... 1001-1905 ' 4 years)
Joseph II. Oliver ........................... 1905-190!» 4 years)
William II. Barraelough ............... 1909-19LI 4 years)
Wiliam II. (Iraham ...................... 1918-1917 4 years)
Thomas Manning .......................... 1917-

MISSIONARIES ON ST CLAIR FROM 1847
From June, 1847 to June. 1850, Sarnia circuit ministers

served St. < lair.
John K. Williston................................................1850-.il 1 year)
William Herkimer ............................................. 1851->2 1 year)
Robert Brooking ami William Herkimer.... 1852-5:1 1 year)
Robert Brooking and Allen Salt ................... 1858-54 1 year)
Solomon Waldron ............................................. 18o4-o8 (4 years)
Thomas Ilurlhurt ............................................... 1858-05 17 years)
James Thornton < assistant ) ........................... 1859-00 1 year )
James Asquahe (assistant) ............................. 1802-08 i 1 year)
Wm. Briev and John Doel ............................. 1805-00 <1 year)
Erastus Ilurlhurt ............................................... 1800-08 (2 years)
Allan Salt ........................................................... 1808-72 (4 years)
George Goodson..................................................1872-74 (2 years)
Edwin Fessant ...................................... 1874-77 (8 years)
Francis G. Weaver..............................................1877-80 18 years)
Andrew Milliken ............................................... 1880-80 i 0 years)
James A. Iveaon..................................................1880-89 (8 years)
Abel S. Edwards..................................................1889-97 (8 years)
John A. Ferguson ............................................. 1897-01 (4 years)
Issae B. Aylesworth.......................................... 1901-05 f4 years)
Walter Rigsby ................................................... 1905-15 ( 10 years)
........ . E Elfortl.............................................. 1915
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(tirntral CEIutrrl? Üimior Soil
WAR OF 1914—1919

These Gave Their Lives
Dulre vt decorum cut pro imtiiu morl."

1
rtf. Albert K. Houston—Killed in aetion, May

24. 1915 ; Kestubert.

Pte. Char I es Major—Killed in aetion, Aug. 21, 
1917; Vimy Ridge

Rte. Charles Knight Killed in aetion. (let. 2(>, 

1917, Vassehendaele.

Bandsman Albert K. Potter- Killed in aetion. 
Aug. ti, 1918; Amiens.

Lieut. A. Roy Adams—Died of wounds, Get. 17.

Lieut. XV. Neil Manna—Died, Nov. 20, 1918;
Italy.

Pte. Alfred Corriek—Died of wounds, dan. 13, 
1919; England.
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Imuir lull
Andrews, Geo. A., Airman 
A«lams. Alfred Roy, Lient.

liaird. II. L. Pte. 
liait ley, S.. Sgt. 
lieehe. K. ('., Wireless Opr. 
liait let I, IV. IMe.
Itaikie. K. W., Pte. 
liritney, li., Spr. 
liarrie, W. .1., Spr.

Crawford, Art. W.. Lient. 
Crawford, J. S.. Medical 
Crawford. II. S., Corp. 
Chadwick, A., Sgr.
Corrick. A If.. Pte.
Cook, li. L., Lient. 
Crawford. K. G., Sgr.
Dyhle, R. IL, Sgt. 
Dawson, K. P., Lient. 
.Dench, Geo. II.. Sgt. 
Davis, John, Pte.
Davies. J., Pte.
Kl lis, W. J.. Pte.
Kl lis, John, Pte.
Kl lis, Geo. K., Pte.

Fraliek, G. W., Pte.
Fox, B l. Pte.
French, Karl G.. Ritlcman 
Findlay, Asa M.. Sgt. 
Foreman, Jas. IL, Pte. 
Foreman, Thos. A., Gnr. 
Glass, .1. W., Pte.
Gowie, John L., Pte.

Glass, Austin J. K.. Sgr. 
Gray, Alex., Saddler
Howard. K. F., Gnr.

I Howard. A. IL, Pte. 
Hopson, W. S., Spr.
Hunt, J. M.. Pte.
I lay ward. Win. I)., Spr. 
Hoyle, John, Cadet 
Hooper. Roy, Pte. 
Houston, Albert K.. Pte.

, Thos.. Pte.
Hanna, Win. Neil. Lieut. 
Ilolditzell, Fred, Pte. 
Holmes. John M., Gnr.
Jacket!, C.. Pte. 
Jaekett, John, Corp.
Heat, Chas. W.. Pte. 
Knight, (’has., Pte. 
Knight. W. K., Pte. 
LeSueur, N. L., ('apt. 
Lucas, R. J., Gnr. 
Marriott, Reg.. Corp. 
Moore. L. J., Driver 
Marriott, C., Major 
Marriott. Harold, Pte. 
Morrison, John R., Gnr. 
Morrison, L. li.. Sgr. 
Mavit.v, II. A.. Cadet 
Mavity, J. K., Lieut. 
Mavit.v. W. li., Lieut. 
Manning, T. P., Gnr. 
Moore, Geo. A., Gnr. 
Martin, Dawson. Cadet
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Major, (’has., l*to.

Xvison. Bert, Cadet

Osboilie. Geo., Pte.
Oliver, Fred W., Spr.

Palmer. W. S.. Pte.
Potter. Albert K, Baiidsman 
Potter, Win. ()., Trooper 
Palmer. John K., Cadet 
Peterson, Harry, (’adet 
Palmer. Walter. Pte. 
Paddell, II.. ( 'apt.
Phippen, L. (’., Lieut.
Palmer. II. W., Lanee-Corp. 
Proetor, (I. (’.. Lieift. 
Proetor, W. I)., Lieut.
Pole, Williard II.. Pte. 
Parsons, (’., ('adet

Roadhouse. Truman, Str.- 
Bearer

Rigsby. W., Pte.

Storey, (1. B., Sgt.
Storey, W. I).. Spr. 
Stinson. Harold, Pte. 
Savage, Reg. W., Brd. 
Sl’.arpe, Viet or, Pte.

Treiuer, (Veil. Pte. 
Tieliboine, K. F.. Lieut. 
Thorn. K. W.. Spr.

Wood, J. G., Major 
Walker. Curtis, Pte.
Woodrowe, C. S.. (’apt. 
Watson, Norman F., Pte. 
Walker, (’. K.. Pte.

Zink, I!., Pte.

• NURSING SISTERS 
Seott. Jessie K. 
Thompson. Jean 
Wood, Emma M.
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