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REPORT ON PUBLIC DEPARTHMENTS.

e TR R, T

ADDRESS OF ASSEMBLY.,

T'o His Excclicney S1r Georee ArRTHUR, Knight Communder of the Royal Hanoverian
Guelphic Order, Licutcnant Governor of the Province of Upper Canada, Major
General Commanding Her Majesty’s Forces therein, . L{C. 4e.

AY IT PLEASE YOUR EXcELLENCY,

We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Commons of Upper Canada,
in Provincinl Parliament assembled, beg leave to thank Your Excellency for the careful
investigation which has heen made into that branch of the public service, connected with
the offices of the Provincial and Private Sccretary, and for the zealous desire shewn by
Your Excellency to put those Departments upon an effectual footing. '

We bea leave to inform Your Excellency, that we are of opinion, that a similar
investigation, and close scrutiny into the business, conduct and organization, of every other
_ Public Departnent in the Province, will be productive of great advantage to the public

service.

We therefore pray that Your Excellency will be pleased to erploy some fit and disin-
terested person or persons, to make such an investigation and scrutiny as would enable them
to report on the state of each Department, and to reccommend such changes in the system of
conducting the putlic dutics, as they may think will be beneficial; and that their report
should be transmitted to the Legislature at the next Session; and we assure Your Excel-
lency that we will make good the necessary expenses attending such proceeding.

ALLAN N. MACNAB,
Speaker,
Commons House of Assembly,
Ninth day of May, 1839,

e S e

@ HIS EXCELLENCY’S ANSWER.

c———

GENTLEMEN

This Address is most gratifying to me, and I shall, with great readiness, endeavour
to comply with your wishes, by instituting an carly investigation into the state of the several
Public Departments under this.Government, in order that a particular report of their actual
conditions, with suggestions for such changes and improvements as they may appear to-be
" susceptible of may be laid before the Legislature at the next Session.
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COMMISSION.

——Byo—— -
- T Tpper Canada, )

GEO. ARTHUR. L _

VICTORIA, by the Grace of GOD, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ircland,
QULEEN, Dcfender of the Faith, §c. Se. e o

To the Honourable Robert Baldwin Sulfivan ; the Honourable William Allan; the
Honourable Awugustus Baldwin; the Honourable William Ifcnry Draper ; the Honourable
Richard Alexander Tucker, Members of our Exccutive Council, in and for our said Province
of Upper Canada ; the Honourable Rober: Sympson Jameson, Vice Chancellor of our Court
of Chancery, in and for our said Province ; the Honourable Jokn Henry Dunn, our Receiver
Geaeral, in and for our said Province ; the Honourable John Macculay,, Inspector General
of Provincial Accounts, in and for our said Province ; the Honourable John Simcoe Macau-
lag;, Atember of the Legislative Councily in and for our soid Province; the Honourable
Lo vius Peters Sherieod, the Honourable James Buchannan Macauniwy, the Honourable Jonas

. Joises, tie Honourable Archibald Mcl.can, Justic:s of our Court of Quecn’s Bench, in and
for our said Provine>; Christopher' Alexander Haogerman, Esquire, our Attorney General, in
and for our said Provincgs Charles Chichester, Esquire, Colonel in our Forces; Henry Sher-
wood, izquire 5 the Reverend John McCanl, Principal of Upper Canada Coilege ; the Rev-
erend fleory J. Grascit 5. Sumucl B. Harrison, Esquire, Civil Secretary to our Lieutenant
Governor of cur said Province 5 Willieon Hepburn, Esquire, Registrar of the Court of
Chaucery, in and for our said Province; James Hopkirk, Lsquire; and to all to whom these
Presents shall come— :

R GREETING : .

Wiraernas the Honourable the Commons House of Assembly, of our Province of Upper
Canada, did, by their Address to our Lieutenant Governer of our said Province, pray that
he would be pleased to employ some fit and disintercsted person or persons to investigate
the business, conduct and organizution, of tiie several Pablic Departinents in our said Pro-
vince ; and that the person or persons so cmployed should report on the state of the said
several Departments, and what changes in the systemn of conducting the public business in
the said several Departments would, in tlic opivion of such person or persons, be beneficial =
which Report,{the said Housc of ‘Assembly further prayed, shiould be laid before them, at
‘the next meeting of the Provincial Pariiament :

Now g~ow YE, that we, in conpliance with the said Address to our Lieutenant Go-
vernor of our said Province, and reposing trust and confidence in your loyalty, integrity
and ability, have constituted and appointed, and by these Presents do constitute and ap-
point you, the suid Rohert Baldwin Sullwan, William' Allan, Augustus Baldwip, William
Henry Draper, Richaid Alexandcr Tucier, Robert Sympson Jameson, John Iicnrj;f ‘Dunn, John
Macaulay, John Simcor Macaulay, Levius Peters Sheriwood, James Buchannan Macaulay,
Jonas Jones, Arclibald Mcl.ean, Clrizicpher Alezander Hagerman, Charles Chichester, Henry
Shermood, John McCaul, Henry J. Grasett, Sumuel B. Harrison, and William Hepburn, to be
our Commissioncrs, tQ investizate the business of the scveral Departments of our said Province.
and the system of conductiny the public business in the same, and the organization thereof,
and to report to us upon the szild scveral matters, and whether, in your opinion,any change
may be made in tie system of conducting the public business in the respective Departments
of the Government, which would be to the advantaze of our Subjects ;—hereby, charging
and commanding 2}l persons to be aidieg and assisting you, our Commissioners as. afore~
said, in the performance of the dutics, by these our Letters Patent, assigned to you.

AND ENOW YE FURTIIER, that we do hereby give full power and authority to you, our
Commissioners as aforesaid, to call beforeyou all and every such person and persons as
you, our Commissioners as af'oms):ugl, may think proper; and to send for and examine all
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‘such papers, records and documents, of every description, as you, our Ccmmissioners. as
aforesaid, shall judge necessary, witha view to obtain such information as you may deem
requisite for yowr guidance and assistance in investigating the several matters and things as
aforesaid, in the respective Departments of the Government. - : ~

AND KNOW YE FURTHER, that reposing trust and confidence in’the loyalty, integrity
and ability, of you, the said Jumcs Hopkirk, we have constituted and appointed, and by
these Presents do constitute and appoint you, the said James Hoplirk, to be the Secretary to
our Commissioners as aforesaid, hereby enjoining you, as such, to fulfil and perform all
such lawful dutics and commands as you, the said James Hopkirk, may from time to time
receive from them, the sa’d Robert Baldwin Sullivan, William Allan, Augustus Baldwin,
William Henry Draper, Richard Alexander Tucker, Robert Sympson Jameson, John Henry
Dunn, John }acaniay, Johin Simncoe Macaulay, Levius Peters Sherwood, James Buchannan
Macaulayy Jonas Joacs, Archibald McLean, Christopher Alexander Hagerman, Charles
Chichester, Henry Sherwood, Jchin McCaul, Henry J. Grasett, Samuel B. Harrison, and

" William Ilepburn, as our Commissioners as aforesaid. '

In TEsTIMony wnereor, We have caused these our Letters to be made Patent, and the
Great Seal of our said Province to be hereunto affixed. Witness our trusty and well- >
beloved Sir Grorce ArTHur, K. C. H., Lieutenant Governor of our said Province,
and Major General Commanding our Forces therein, at Toronto, this twenty-first day
of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand-eight hundred and thirty-nine, and
in the third year of our Reign. - ‘ '

G. A,

C. A. HAGERMAN,
‘ Attorney General.

By Command of His Excellency.

R. A. TUCKER,
Secrctary.

LETTER. S Y

(Cory.) . - Government House,
, 22nd October, 1839.
SIR, . . - .
In accordance with the address of the House of Assembly, during the last
Scssion, I have this day caused a Commission to be issued, under the Great Scal, directed
to certain Commissioners, of whom you are one, to inquire inta and investigate the several
Departments of the Public Service. : ,

Being anxious that proceedings should, at as carly a period as possible, be taken under
the Commission, I transmit the Commission to you, and have caused the several members
of the Commission to be notified to meet at the Council Chamber, on Friday morning next,
at 10 of the clock in the forenoon, in order that the Commission may be opened, and the
course of business determined upon.

"I can only add the carnest desire I feel, and which I beg toAimpress upon all the Cor-
missioners, that the utmost despatch should be used, which is consistent with a careful dis-

charge of this important duty, so that the Reports may receive my consideration, and be -
prepared for the House of Assembly at its meeting, : : .

I have the honour to be, &c.

- - (Signed)” GEO. ARTHUR..
The Hon. R. B. Struivax, &c. &c. &ec. :

———————— e s ‘¥

MINUTE,

With a view to-institute such an enquiry into the business, conduct, -and organization,

-
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of the various Public Departinents of this Province, as was requcsted by the House of
Assembly, in its Address, at the close of the last Session, and for the information and
satisfaction of the Government, the Lieutenant Governor has been pleased to issue a
Commission, and to appoint the following Committecs from the Board of Cominissioners so
constituted :— : '

e L
INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE.

Coxrurzee No. 1.

&

MEMBERS:

The PresipeaT or THE ExecuTive Couxciv,

The llonorable Aveustus BaLpwin,

}His Honour the Vice CHANCELLOR.

Hexry Sinzwoon, Esquire, Q. C.
- N

P [
PRI

"I'o this Commitice is assigned the inquiry into the duties of the Inépector General of
Public Accounts, and the svstem pursued in his Oftice.

The Committee wiil ascertain—

First—The particular nature and extent of the business which is, and for some time
past has been, transacted in this Department. '

Seccond.—Whether the business be such as should properly devolve on this office, or

whether any portion of 1t might be benelicially transferred to other Departments; ox, on

the other hand, whetlicr any additional duties might be advantageously assigned to this
" office.

S

Third—Whether the sysiem of Accounts pursued in this office be satisfactory, or
whether it be capable of improvement iu any respeet.

Fourth,—Whetier the ditferent Public Accountants transmit ti‘zcir_Rcturng to this office
puiictualiy, at regular stated periods; or, if not, whether a sufticient power at present
exists, for compelling a prompt and regular transmission of accounts. :

Fifth.—Whether the information necessary Tor u strict scrutiny into’all money trans.
actions, be promptly afforded by public Accountants, and whether any improvement of the
present form of rendering accounts to the Inspector General, or in preparing the Public
Accounts of the Province, be requisite,

Sizth—Whether the Inspector General has sufficient means of ascertaining that the
several Collectors and Reccivers of the public Revenne, faithfully and truly account for all
monies for which they arc responsible. ‘ :

Screnth.—V7hether there be mgans of knowing that due diligence is observed by the
respective Officers, in the eollection of dutics on imports, and on shop, tavern, stills, and
other licenses; as also in punishing ,such persons as may be detected in attempts at’
fraudulent evasions of the Revenue Laws. ' "

Lighth—Whether returns be duly made, of fines levied by the warrants of Magistrates,
and paid to the Recciver General, for the public uses of the Province, by virtue of any law
now in force. : '

Ninth.—~Whether the returns be made to this office, of fines levied under the authority
of statutes enjoining their appropriation to local purposes ; or if not, whether there be any
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means by which the Executive Government may learn periodically, the amount of fines so
levied, and nscertain and check the manner of their application, to the ends prescribed by
statute, '

' Tenth.—Whether the accounts of moneys expended by Commissioners appointed un-
der Acts of the Legislature, be duly cxamined at this office. ' . :

Elcveuti—~Vihethier the -rents of Ferries and Mill-seats, which should be regularly
paid to the Reeeiver General, be returned in-uny form of -account to the Inspector General,

Tiwelfth—\Vhether reiurns- of fines, estreats, &c. be duly made to this office, by
Sherifls, Clerks of the Peace, &c.; or if net, whether there be any other means of check-

ing and conirolling tiic receipts and payments of this class of public Accountants,

Thirteenth—-%"hat means cxist, whercby payments made from time to time by Re-
_ ceivers of public inongy, may be verified as the full amount for which they ought severally
to account, ’

- Fourtcenth—3V hat balances remain due by lelectors, Inspectors, and all othet Publ}
Accountants, after the lapsc of the. period within which they should have been accounted
* for, according to existing laws and regulations. . :

‘Fifteenth.—Whether, under the sanction of Legislative enactment, and for the purpose
of placing Public Accountants beyond the possible temptation of seeking private advantage,
from the use of public moneys, temporarily accumulating in their hands, it might or might
not be expedient to conclude an arrangement with one of the Chartered Banks, by which
that institution would become the sole depository of public moneys, and the medium of pay-
ment of all public debts. . o, '

Sizteenth.—Whether it be practicable to simplify the public accounts, by reducing the
number of distinct funds,among which, as now classified, the receipts and payments on ac-
c¢ount of revenue and expenditure are distributed. - : :

Seventecnth—Whether the method hitherto pursued, of issuing a separate warrant for
cach payment, might or might not, on account of the public sérvice, be advantageously mo-
dified, so far as relates to fixed and regular heads of expenditure ;—a single warrant, for
instance, being issued to the Chief Officer of a Department, for the aggregate amount of all
sums required at a particular period, and. payable to the individuals of that Department.

 Eightcenth—Whether the office of Inspector General, as-at present organized and
constituted, be adefjuate, or more than adequate, to the effectual examination and control
of all the accounts and returns of public receipts and disbursements, rendered to this De-
partment. : ST -

Ninelgenth.—'\Vhethcr the salaries allowed in this Department are sufficient, or more
than. sufﬁcxent,. as a compensation for the duties performed ; and whether there be any ne-
cegsity for an increase, or a reduction of the assistance at present afforded.

Twentieth—Whether every item of receipt and cxpenditure, in which the public have
“-any interest, be regularly and duly brought under the review of this Department ;—if not,
the Committee will state the particulars of any failure or omission, “with their suggestions
thereupon. ' : '

As the object of the "appointment of the Commission is to investigate generally, all-
matters of public interest connected with the scveral Departments, this Committee will un-
understand, that they are not restricted to limit their inquiries by the strict letter of the -
foregoing queries; but that, in the full spirit of the same, they are to pursue any course of
investigation which may appear to them expeglient. N -

1 4
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RECEIVER GENERAL'S AND OTHER OFFICES.

> ' ' -, CoxmirTee No. 2.

MEMBERS.

. . The Honourable WiLrLiaM ALLAN.
~ The Honourable V. 1. Draprer.
s The Provizcivn SECRETARY.
The Inspecyon GENERAL.
The Honourable 3. S. MacavrLay.
The Honouruble Xr. Justice JovEs,
Hesry Suerwoon, Esquire, Q. C.

‘T'nrs Comnittee will inquire into the present state of the undermentioned offices, und
the nature of the duties performed in cach of them, viz. the offices of—

1st—The Receiver General of the Province ;
2nd—The Commissioner of Crown Lands;
3rd—"The Surveyor Geaeral of Woods and Forests ;
4th—"The Scerctary of- the Clergy Corporation ;
Sth—The Surveyor General of Lands ;

. 6th—"The Chicf Agent for Emigration ; »
Tth—Agent for sale of Clergy Reserves;
8th—School Lands.

The Committee will direct its attention t6 the following points 3

First.—The manuer in which public monies, including fees, are received and accounted
for, at all the above-mentioned offices ; the present state of the receipt, and the manner of
appropriation of such moneys.

Second~The checks, whereby the accuracy of the money transactions in each of
those offices is tested ; und the mcthod (if any) whereby they may be rendered more ef
fective, ) v :

Third.—The baiance in the hands of each of the above-mentioned officers, under
every ‘head of serviee, and its place of custody : that is, whether it be in the personal cus-
tody of any officer of each Department, or placed in some Bank, as an ofticial deposit, or
us8 an ordinary one, biended in a common account with private funds, or kept in some other
place of suppozed security, - - : '

Fourth.—The out-standing accounts which may be due, or about to become due to the
Crown, or to any public trust cr institution; whether the same may arise from sales of lands,
interest duc on sales, re:ts of lunds, or any other source whatever. g

. N .
Fifik.—The names of the Accountants who may be in default, and the amount and
cause of such default ; whether the arrcars in such cnses be in course of liquidation and
collection ; and whether proper means have been 1-ien to prevent, as far as possible, the . .
recurrence of similar irregularitics, by means of strict checks, and (with reference to the
sale or-lease of lands) by u closc adherence to estabiished regulations.

Sizth.—The system generally, upon . which the Receiver General's Office is con-
ducted: more cspecially with respect to thedistribution of business among the Clerks
ot that department—in which, it is obvious, that the duties of Cashier and general Book-
keeper should rigorously be kept separate and distinct from each other.

Seventh.—~The mode adopted in the management of the Public Debt, and whether
the issue «and redemption of Debentures be conducted by the Receiver General upon
tie most corract, convenient and satisfactory, method.

l“
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Eighth.—The system gencrally pursued in the’ office of the Surveyor General of
Lands ; and whether any modification of it be expedient under present circumstances, for
promoting the convenience of Settlers, and facilitating the genceral transaction of business,
connccted with tiat Department.

t
Ninth.—Whether any improvement be, or be not, practicable ini the node of con-.
ducting that branch of scrvice; now entrusted to the Secretary of the Clergy Corporation.

Tenth—\Whether the salaries allowed in the several Departments hereinbefore specified,
be sufficient, or more than sufficient, as compensation for the duties performed; and*
whotlier there be any nccessity. for an increase or a reduction of the assistance at present.
afforded. . ' - —

ae

As the object of the appointment of the Commission is to investicate generally all
matters of public interest, connected with the several Departments, this Committec will
understand, that they are not restricted to limit their inquiries by the strict letter of the
foregoing querics ; but that, in the full spirit of ghe same, they arc to pursue any course of
investigation, which may appear to them expedicnt.

. e.

%% o
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. cot

Commitree No. 3.

MEMBERS:

The Honourable Mr, Justice MAcAvuLAY.
The Receiver GeXERAL.

i The ATTORNEY -GENERAL.
The Civir, SECRETARY.

This Committee will consider the constitution of the Executive Countil ; and after a
due investigation of the business and dutics of that Body, will report—

L4

First.—Whether the Council, in its constitution, be adapted to the transactions of the
business which now devalves on it ; or whether any change in that respect, be practicable.
and expedient.  ° : : .

Second.—Whether any additional duties should devolve on this Board ; or whether on_
the other hand, any duties now performed by it,-should be transferred to other Danether oa
of the Public Service. - . .

Third.—Whether, in particulay, the Council, in its character as a Board of Audit, be,
in all respects, suited to predent exigencies, and the increasing pressure of public business,

Fourth —What may be the nature apd description of the accounts, and claims upon
the public chest, which are usually submitted to the Council for final audit ; whether they
previously undergo due investigation, in any othcr.\Departrqent; and if not, whether such
previous investigation be deairable, and in what manner it may be most satisfactorily
performed. C

Fifth.—Whether it bc expedient to make any change in the mode and form of sub-
mitting matters of public business, to the final review and determination of the Lieutenant
Governor in Gouncil. ~ ' '

v

Siath—Whether the nccommodation-provided for the Council, be -sufficient for the
convenient discharge of its duties, <
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Seventh.—~Whether the salaries allowed in this Department be sufficient, or more than
sufficient, as compensation for the duties performed ; and whether there be any neccessity
for un increasc or reduction of the assistance at present afforded.

As - the object of the appointment of the Commission is to investigate generally all
matters of public interest connccted with the scveral Departments, this committee wiil un-
derstand, that they are not restricted to limit their inquiries by the strict letter of the fore-
going queries; but that, in the full spirit of the same, they are to pursue any course of in-
vestigation, which may appear to them expedient.

N .BL-—-’[‘ he vacancy occasioned by the death of the late Clerk of the Exccutive Council,
will remain open, until the Committee shall have reported how far; in their’ judgment, the

Council, under its present organization and systcm, can efficiently dispose of the important
details of business which must continue to claim its aitcntion, :

—<o— |

INDIAN AITFAIRS.:

CosxtnrTeE XNo. 4.

MEMBERS :

. - N -]
His Honour The Vice CHANCELLOR. >
The Honourable Mr. JisTict Macavutray.
WiLLian HerBory, Esquire, - ’

This Committee will take'up two subjects = First—They will endeavour to ascertain the
present condition, both ina moral and political point of vicw, of the diflerent Tribes,
forming tl:e- Indian population : also, what lands or annuities of any kind they posscss; and,
Sccondly—They will consider what alteration and amendment may be beneficially intros
duced in the mode of conducting the Indian Department. :

With respect to the First division of this subject, the Committee will ascertain, as far
as it can be done, the number both of those Indians who arc scttled amongst the white
,%opulation in this Province, qnd those who are resident in the uncultivated portions' of the

ritish Empire, on this Continent, ‘

Second,—The Committee should endeavour to ascertain the number of births, deaths
and marriages, among the various Tribes during the last few years: with a view to
detérmine, from such data, how far an increase or a decrcasc of population may have been
the effect of civilization. : _

Third —What arc the distinguishing characteristics of the different Tribes, in regard
to habits, manncrs, customs, &¢; and what are the chicf difficulties to be overcome, in the

way of improving their sociul condition.

. Fourth.—~Among which of the Fribes theretexists the greatest degree “of similarity, so
* ag to warrant the conclusion that they would associate amicably together, if settled . in .one

locality. .

- Fifth—The present state of these scttlements of Indians in the midst of the white
population : _ with_ reference particularly to the benefit or injury to which the. Indian
character is subjected by proximity to the whites ; whether any change “in™ tlie' system of -
estgblishing scttlements of Indians amongst the whites, might, or might not, be beneficially
made. ‘
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Sirth~~The present state of the Ihdian Settlement ,a'i the Great Manatoulin Isfand, ‘
both as regards the actual comfort and advantage, and the probable future prospect of their
advauce in civilization, by means of their settlement on that Island.

Serenth.—The means of subsistence possessed by the unsettled Indians, and the best
manner of engaging their attention to agricultnral and commercial pursuits, particularly the
manafacture of sugar, and the curing of fish, to an extent beyond what may be wanted for

~their own consumption: and to facilitate their means of doing so.

Eighth.—Whether it might not be desirable to take any steps to prevent improper
advantage being taken of the Indians, by Traders and others with whom they have dealings ;
and what i3 the effect of the communication of the Indians with the Fur Traders in the
north-wesat parts of Upper Canada.,

Ninth.—What is the extent of the present means of affording education and religious
instruction to the Indians. Which of the tribes have shewn the greatest aptitude in bene-
fitting by the instriction afforded them. . '

Tenth.—What measures would appear best adapted to effect the education of the In- -
dian youth generally, and particularly with a view to the dissemination of Christianity
amongst the unconverted Indians, by means of ‘teachers of their own race, educated by the .
whites, , - :

Lleventh.—By what means might the Government, with propriety, lend assistance in
furtherance of the Missionary system. ' )

As to the Ixpiax DeparTHENT, the Committee will consider—

First.—The system adopted-in paying the annuities to the several Indian Tribes; and
whether it be not susceptible of inprovement, ~ -

Second.—The mode of taking care of the Indian Reserved Lands, at j)resent adopted,
and whether great alterations and improvements might not be effected, much to the advan-
tage of the Indiars,

~ Second.—The course to be adopted with Fespect to squatters upon Indian Lands,
whether altogether without authority, or under colout of recognized titles obtained from in-
dividuals amoagst the Indians; and how far the Act recently passed will be likely to afford
cfficient protection to the rights of the Indians. - '

Fourth—Whether any',,..and what, alterations may be beneficially introduced in the
mode of proceeding, at present-advpteq‘, as regards the annual Indian Presents.

Fifth—The present cburse of conducting the business of the Indian Department,
and whether in many respects beneficial alterations might not be made.

* Sixth—The present system of paying moneys on account of the Indians, by warrant
of the Governor, directed to the Commissariat Department, alone, without any check on
the ﬁnrt of any other Department of the Government ; and whether some system of check
mught not be advantageously introduced. @~ - o :

< Seventh~—~Whether the salaries allowed in this Department are sufficient, or more than
sufficient, as a compensation for the duties performed ; and whether there be any necessity
for an increase or a reduction of the assistance at present afforded. :

As the obf'ect of the appointment of the Commission is to investigate generally, all
matters of public interest connected with the several Departments, this Committee will un-
understand, that they are ndi restricted to limit their. inquiries by the strict letter of the

. foregoing queries; but that, in the full spirit of -the same, they are to pursue any course of
igvestigation which may appear to' them expedient,- o ’

: *c
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EDUCATION.

CoxurTTee No. O.

'.

MEMBERS:

The Reverend Joun McCavt, D. D.
The Reverend H. J. GraseTT.
The Civir. SECRETARY.

This Committee will ascertain the state of all School Funds; the extent to which they
may be made available for their legitimate objects ; and will state thieamdunt of such ad-

ditional aid as may be requisite to carry into effectual operation, an enlarged scheme of po-
pular Education. -

They will examine into the past abd present state of Education throughout the Pro-
vince, and into the efficiency of the means for promoting it which have been heretofore
emploved. .

They will frame such a plan as will appear to them to be the best caleulated to afford
-the best possible kind of Education to the conununity, at the least possible expense ; and

will prepare the saine, so as to allow of a bilt which shall embody 1t, being submitted to
the Legislature at their next meeting,

_ They will institute an inquiry with reference to the constitution of King’s College
University, and also to the lands torming its endowment—the revenuc derived from them,

and thq objects to which it has bcen applied ; stating also, how, in future, it may be most
benefictally employed.

As the abject of the appoirtment of the Commission is to investigate gencrally all
matters of public interest, connected with the several ‘Depurtments, this Committce will
understand, that they are not restricted to limit their inquiries by the strict letter of the

foregoing querics; but that, in the spirit of the same,sthey are to pursue any course of
investigation, which may appear to tliem expedient.

: - .
SHERIFFS, AND CLERK OF THE CROWN AND PLEAS.

Coxyirtee No. G.

MEMBERS:

- 'Their Honours Tne Jobces. -

This Committee wiil inquirc into the manner in which the duties of these important
offices bave been performed.

They will consider whether aty alteration is required in the amount and description

of the sccurity furnisked by the Skeriffs, under the existing law, for the due performance
of their duties.

"~ 'They will further consider, whether the moneys of Suitors coming into the hands of
Sheriffs, or their Ofticers, when not promptly paid over to the parties to whom they. belong,

might not advantageously be placed in deposit in one of the Chartered: Banks,. instead of°
being left in the Sherifis possession.
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Thcy will ascertain if moneys collected by the Sheriffs on behalf of the Crown, are
regularly and promptly transmitted by them to the Receiver General ; and if not, they will
suggest such arrangements as will best ensure punctuality and exactitude.

They will inquire into the mode and expense of conveying prisbners from one place to
_another ; and will suggest any measures of improvement that may seem to them expedient.

In connection with the duties of the Sheriffs, the Committee will report génemlly upon
the state of the public Gaols, and the system of discipline pursued in them.

As regards the Office of the Clerk of the Crown and Pleas, the Committee will in~
quire into the nature and extent of the duties appertaining to it; and will report any
changes of arrangement which they may-thihk advisable. ,

. They will consider also the extent and nature of the emoluments ; the assistance ne-
cessary for the efficient performance of the duties of the Office; and the advisability of
substituting fixed Salaries for Fees, as the mode of remuneration. '

_ As the object of the appointment of the Commsission is to investigate generally all
.matters of public interest connected with the several Departments, this committee will un-
derstand, that they are not restricted to limit their inquiries by the strict létter of the fore-
going queries; but that, in the spirit of the same, they are to pursue any course of in-
vestigation, which may appear to them expedient.

. ‘ *
COURTS OF REQUEST, AND COMMISSIONERS OF THOSE COURTS.

CommiTTee No. 7.

MEMBERS: -
The Law Orricers.

This Committee will examine the constitution of these Courts, in their present state,
and consider their efficicncy as at present constituted ; and whether some alteration in the
law might not be made, by which they would be rendered more useful to the community.

Whether some mode of investigating the conduct of the Commissioners, upon coms
plaints being made against them by the public. might not be rendered effective.

Whether it would be practicable or beneficial to do away with the present system of
compensating the Commissioners by fees, and to substituté a fixed but moderate annual sti-
pend, levied either by assessment on the District, or by a tax on each suit, collected by the
Glerk, and paid to the commissioners by.the Treasurer of the District; or whether an. im«

" provement 1n the system could be effected in some other and better manner,

Whether it might-be Eracticable to provide for the recovery of small debts in & man-
ner more consistent with the fixed principles of law and equity, by dispensing with the sers
vices of the numerous Commissioners now sitting in the Courts of Request, and by substitu~’
ting a 8ystem of occasional Circuit Courts through each District, by the Judge-of the
District Court, with summary powers of decision to the extent of £10, and Tiberty of
appeal ta a Jury, at the ensuing regular term of District Court, in all cases above £5, or
by some other system. :

As.the object of the appointment- of the Commission is to investigate generally, all
matters of public interest connected with the several Departments, this Committce will
understand, that they are not restricted to limit their inquiries by the strict.letter. of the
foregoing queries ; but that, in-the spirit of the same, they are to pursue any course of
investigation, which may appear to them expedicnt. o
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MLLITLA.

CoxyITTEE NoO\ 8.

L4

MEMBERS. -

“'The Honourable Mr. Justice Mcl.eanm
CoLoNEL CHICHESTER,
Hesry Surrwoon, Esquire.

Turs Committee will inquire generally into the state of the Militia Service ; the effect
of the present Militia Laws ; and will suggest any improvements, of which, as it may ap-
pear to them, those Jaws may be susceptible. )

<

They will inquire into the extent and nature of the duties pertaining to the office of
Adjutant General of Militia, with a view to consider whether any, and if so, what improve-
ments may be introduced in the mcthod which has been hitherto pursued, of conducting
the business of that Departinent. -

The Committee will further ascertain, whether regular Returns are made to the Adju-
tant General, of fees and _fines paid and levied under the Militia Law; and whether they
Eppcarlto be duly paid to the Recciver General, and: accounted for to the Inspector

eneral.

They will also ascertain whether the salarics allowed in this Department are sufficient,
or more th."m sufﬁcmpt, as a conipensation .for the duties performed; and whether there be
any necessity for an increase, or a diminution of the assistance at prescnt afforded,

As the object of the appointment of the Commission is 'to investigate generally all
matters of public interest, connected with the several Departments, this Committee will
understand, that they arc not restricted to limit their inquiries by the strict letter of the
foregoing qucrios.; but that, in the spirit-of the same, they are to pursuc any course of
investigation, which may appear to them expedient.

: - (Signed)  GEO. ARTHUR.
By His Excellency’s Command,

(Signed) S. B. Harrison,

LIST OF COMMITTEES,

No, 1-Inspector General’s Otfice. No.4—Indian Affairs.
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"REPORT

Of;fl,w} Commissioners appointed to investigate and report on the
state of the several Public Departments of this Province.

€. POULETT THOMSON. _ The office of Shens,

Public Gaols, and
Clerk of the Crown

The GovErvor GENERAL transmits for the information of the House and Ploss.
Recciver Genperal’s

of Asscmbly, in compliance with his Answer of the 18th instant, such of the oce. e Eares:
Reports of the Commissioners appointed to_inquire into the Public Depart- SO A

ments as it has been possible, up to the present time, to transcribe. O of e S ocy:

' . and Forests.
, . o Office of the Agent
POYOH[O,_QOtll Janunr) ’ 1810. for the Sale of Cler.
Reserves.
) : fice of the- Secre.
— S ~+ tary of the Clergy
. Corporation
Office of the Chief

THE OFFICE OF SHERIFF, PUBLIC GAOLS, AND ~ Agmt for Emigra
CLERK OF THE CROWN AND PLEAS. ~ -

Tue Committee appointed?‘ inquire into the office of Sheriff, and of the
Clerk of the Crown and Pleas, begs leave to report as follows :— '
'The following are the instructions communicated by the. Executive

Governmeut for the guidance of this Committee : :
’ Instructions given by

. . T . e . . s : Executive Govera.
“ The Committee will inquirc into the manner in which the duties of these important SX2( %5  ~orerse

offices have been performed. teo,

« They will consider whether any alteration is required in the amount and description Sherif’s secarity.
“of the security furnished by the Sheriffs under the existing law, for the due performance
of their duties. R . -

. They will further consider whether the moneys of suitors coming .into the hands of gﬁﬁ:{?gﬂﬁg"gi“
Sheriffe, or their officers, when not promptly paid over to the parties to whom they belong, be deposited in Chas.
might not advantageously be placed in deposit in one of the chartered Banks, instedd  of tered Banka.

being left in the Sheriff’s possession.

“ They will ascertain if moneys collected by the Sheriffs on behalf of the Crown are It moneys collcted
regularly and. promptly transmitted by them to the Receiver General, and if not, they will ary promptly paid to

suggest-such af-aﬁgen}ents as will best insure punctuality and exactitude® Receiver General,

« They will inquire into the mode and expense of conveying prisoners from one place Asto modo and ex.

to another, and will suggest any measures of improvement, that may seem to them expe- pease of conveying
dient, v >~ Prisonersd ;

v

« In connexion with the duties of the Sheriffs, the Commuttce will report generally upon-asto ' blic
the state of the public Gaols, aud the system of drscipline pursued in ?hem{;e d \p Guote of Fubli

“ As regards the office of Clerk of the Crown and Pleas, the Committee will inquire A20 changes nelcci-
into the nature and extent of the duties appertaining to it, and will report any changes of of Crown and. S,:,ﬁ‘ :
arrangement which they may think advisable. ' . ‘ )

« They will consider also, the extent and nature of ‘the emoluménts—the assistance A?to extent of emol.
necessary for the efficient performance of the duties of the office—and the advisability of 2ate 83d need of

VY N . astistance.
substituting fixed salaries for fees as the mode of remuneration. - :

* As the object of the appointment of the Commission is to investigate generally all To inve'ﬁtﬁm gene-.
matters of public interest connected with the several departments, this Committee will &%, o0 il yastiers .
-understand- that they are not restricted to limit t?xeir‘ inquiries by the strict letter of the Pgblic Departmonta,
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foregoing qucries, but that in the spirit of the same they are to pursue any course of
vestigation which may appear to them espedient.”

Iaquiries cxtended as

tie would porinit. In pursuing the line of investigation marked ont for its,gnidance in the

instructions of His Lxcellency the Lieutenant Governor, this Comnittee has
extended its inquiries as widely as the time at its disposal will admit.

Whother additional The subjects refeired to the Committee naturally divide themselves

ey, Senfi: into three heads. It is proposed under the first to consider the office of
Sherifi, and how far the present system and management may be susceptible
of imaprovement, and whether it may not be found necessary to éxtend addi-
tional protection to that officer when acting in the due and faithful discharge
of his duties. - - )

S B Gk Wil Under the sccond head, the state of the Public Gaols and the discipline

Committee, by which they are governed, will claim the attention of the Committce, and

Wiethor _bencficial Thirdly, the office of the Clerk of the Crown and Pleas will be noticed

inade w department with a view to the general system under which that departmient is regulated,

of Clerk of Crown | . . . ; .

and Pleas. —and whether any modification can be adopted therein, with advantage to
the public service. ' . :

o In relation to the important office of Sheriff the Committee has from
Fint division. various causes felt much difficulty in determining the precise merits and
" demerits of the system by which its dctails are usually regulated.

Were it necessary for the Committee to report fully on the manner
Not practicable toin- in which business has been conducted by the several Sheriffs, particularizing
stitute local inquirivs e . . . ] ¢
in the severaldistriews the various merits or imperfections of the several offices of the Department,
into tho office of it would be absolutely necessary to insfitute local inquiries in the several
Y . . . . . . e . .
Districts, or to depute some qualified individuals to prosecute the requisite

investigations on the spot.

Such a course being at present impracticable, the Committee is con-
strained to act on the materials which it has been cnabled to collect, arid
the gencral information which its men(l)bcrs possess. > :

It is not doubted that the duties. of Sheriff are performed in the several
Credt due to some 4. | . L1 - . . .
others chargud with Districts with different degrees of comparative efficiency, according to the
haxity and irregulari- character, zeal, and ability ‘of the several incumbents and their necessary
" assistanis—that in some great credit is due, while in others great laxity and
9 irregularity have prevailed.

Various causes might be assigned for the existence of irregularities in
an office, the details and operations of which are so extensive and over which
a vigilant and increasing superintendence is required to prevent derangement
and confusion. ‘

A perfect analogy Between the oftice of Sheriff in England and in this Province a perfect
toeen e e e analogy docs not exist.  In England the Sheriff is appointed to office by
Sheeifl in thus Pro- systemt of selection differing widely from the method that prevails here.
vinee andm England rpp o 6 the individual when nominated is compellable to serve in an office not

cexpected to yicld emolument, but from which' expense, risk, and inconve-

nicnce, are gencrally anticipated. Here the appointment is cagerly sought
aafter, and when gained, is considercd as a permanent provision for the incum-

“tent.

w

Ducies of Elerifl. 'The dutics in this Prdvince are almost wholly ministerial, with the cx-
ception of partition of Lands. (Act 3rd Wm. 4th, chap. 2.)~ The Com-
mittee is not at present aware of any judicial services required to be rendered
by that functionarv—the sclection of Juries fer the various Civil and Crimi-
nal Courts is intrusted to him, his discretion being limited only by the quali-

]
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fication lists and the exemptions to which particular statutes or recent service
entitle parties otherwise compcetent and liable. :

Asan officer of the Crown, the Sheriff attends to the collection of fines
and amerciaments, enforces process,—is intrusted yith the charge of prison-
ers—tlre appointment of Gaoler—the superintendcz;ge_pf the Gaol—the due
execution of the Law, and owes other general du imcidental to his char-
acter as a high peace officer and guardian of the interests of the Crown.

The duty, however, which principally engages his attention is the ser- Principal duty duo
. . L. . (=Rt exceation of civil
vice and due execution of civil process, including the care and custody of jrocess.

Debtors, and the seizure and sale of their cstates real and personal.

In this branch of his duties the conduct of the Sheriff is most open to
exception, and any want of punctuality or vigilance being soonest discovered
and most immediately felt, is liable to form the subject of prompt and, too
often, of well-grounded complaint.

~ Each Sheriff’ gencrally employs a Deputy to whose management the ratire business of ho
entire business of the Department is very generally confided, and in all cases §epartment generally
where the principal, from any cause, may not personally superintend theyy. d
working of his office, it is obvious that the regularity or derangement of his

duties will be found to depend on the ability and attention of the Deputy.

Where the District is populous and the duties correspondingly numerous Deputy indispenable.
a Deputy with’one or more assistants is indispensable, and the Law appears
in all cases to contemplate, if it do not positively require, the appointment -
of such an officer. '

From the statcments that have been laid before the Committee in the wen.grounded com-
progress of its investigation, and the knowledge and experience of its mem.- Plints existin rogard
bers, the conviction is entertained that in the execution of the Sheriff’s Moneys. . *
duties in relation to the callection of moneys, the most frequent and well-
grounded complaints of abuses proceed, and remedial measures are most

loudly called for.

In enforcingthe collection and payments of moneys uuder judicial pro- conrout of Sherie
cess, the present system of controlling and coercing “the Sheriff is thought susceptitle  of ~im.
susceptible of improvement, and if placed on a more cffective footing, it is PrTome*
concceived would greatly conduce to the interest of suitors, and eventually of
Sheriffs themselves. ) '

As in England, a_strong and summfiary power of interference exists
in the superior Courts here, whenever in the execution of process the
conduct of the Sheriff is made the subject of formal complaint.

The peculiar circumstances of the country, the state of society, the in- 1
attention of those to whom process is directed when a necessity exists for
coercing the Sheriff, together with other causes combine to render the
remedies at present established for the prevention and correction of abuses,
as inefficacious in practice as they are apppareutly formidable.

~N

When judicial process is placed in the hands of a Sheriff against the
cstate of a Debtor, the object of a Plaintiff must be presumed to be, to ob-
tain, with-all the expedition which legal forms permit, the amount which has
been awarded to him by the judgment of the Court; and it is doubtless the
duty “of the Sheriff to whom such process is directed, to proceed with due
diligence to collect the same, and to hand over to the party interested the _
amount to which he is entitled. It is much feared, however—nay, it is Lo o ore; G
beyond a doubt, that instances occur where grievous and injurious delays Seraggs, J. H. Ce-

take place in consequence of an indulgence beyond the legal period granted gy ™ * & Per-
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by the Sheriff to the Debtor, sometimes as it is. al]edged on the understand-.
ing that all extra costs and' damages which that officer may sustain shall
be defrayed by the individual accommodated by the delay.

Under the present system the Court can cnforce a return by a perem-
tory order, but on that return being-made its truth or falsehood can only
be deterimined by the verdict of a Jury, after the costs and formalities of a
regular trial. A mode_ will be hereafter (f)omtcd out, which, in addition to
cxisting provisions, the Committec is induced to. think may be adopted
\uthout being exposed to the charge of undue severlty, with a view to ob-
viate C\ustmﬂr mconvenlences. .

Wiificutions requi- - Consxdermg ‘the Sheriff as the receiver of large sums_of money, the

' property of the Crown and of individual _Suitors, the Legrslature some years’

since enacted that he should be requlred to possess.certain property.to ren-

- der him eligible for that office, and to give.certain securities that he would

duly perform his duty.  The Statute 3rd Wm.' 4th, chap. 9, dlrecta the
ainount and nature of the quahﬁcatron and securn) requlred

. By the 8th section it is prov1ded that no person “shell be appomted to
Sheriffx moet poseess 611 the ofﬁce of Sheriff in this Province, whe shall not-be possessed of real
mouat of £130.  estale within the same of the value of seven hundred and fifty pounds above

all incumbrances, and who shall not file an aflidavit of that fact in the ofﬁce
of the Provincial Secretary before be receives his commission.

*  The Commlttee is of opmron that the evtensron of Commercial transac-
iligher scale of qual. tions and the general circumstances of the country, wowld now warrant the
ieation required.  establishing of a higher scale of qualifications than the present, and wou]d

therefore recommend 1ts bemg ratsed in the following manner :

That each person previous to being appointed to the office of Sheriff, i
shall be seized in fee of real estate in the Province, to the value of one thou-
Recommended quali- sand pounds over and above all incumbrances, 8 and shall file an affidavit in
fieation. the office of the ‘Provincial Secretary, that he ‘is worth-that-'sum in real
) estate over and above all incumbrances, and particularize in such affidavit
the parcels of land composing, and the extent, situation, and nature-of such
. property, and he shall also “with such’ affidavit file an abstract of his title
thereto, all which shall be submitted to the Attorney General, and be ap-

‘ proved of by him if the title be found correct.

Security to the crown The moneys received on account of the Crown bemg much less in
amount than the receipts on account of Individuals, the Committee is dis-
posed to recommend that the Sheriff’ shall furnish security to Government,
himself in. the sum of five hundred pounds, and twq gureties in the sum of
two hundred and fifty pounds each, to be approved of by the Inspector Gen-
eral of Public Accounts, and to Justxfy by affidavit, to be filéd as before sug- -
gested—in which affidavit shall be specified the property from which the
qualification i3 derxved ‘in the sums for which they respecf“ ely"becam\
bound. ,

‘ As a guarantee for the due per[‘ormance of the dutles of the office, so
far ag the interests of private suitors are involved, . the Committee recom-
mends the required securlty to be as follows :— : .

Civil security.

A personal obligation of the Sheriff in the surh of one thousand pounds,
and sureties not exceeding six, and not less than two in number for the like
sum of one thousand pounds, to justify by affidavit in the manner prescnbed

" for the suretlesrequlred to Government .

At the end of each year durmg hlS continuance in office, the Committee
recommiends that the Sheriff be required to file an affidavit, similar in pur-
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port and tendency ip that sworn by him on his first entering upon office, and
when produced to the Inspector General, if the property on which he justi-
fics be not the same as in the prior affidavit, the value shall be proved and
the title be examined and approved of by the Attorney General, as on his
first appointment to office.

The Committee is diiposcd also to recommend that the office of Sheriff Tenurs of Office four
shall be vacated at the end of every four years from the appointment of any Y**™
individual thereto, and that such person shall not be reappointed unless, in
addition o his perfecting the various securities and affidavits already recom-
mended, Her Majesty’s Court of Queen’s Bench shall certify to the Exccutive
Government, that it appears to that Court, so far as it may have come to its
knowledge, that the Sherifl during his ternf of office hath faithfully and truly
discharged the various daties devolving on his Departnjent, and that so far

as had been ascertained all claims against him as Sheriff were satisfied,
inoneys paid over, writs executed, and the general business conducted to the
satisfaction of the Court. :

And the Court should be empowered to require the Judge of the Dis- -
trict Court to make a report of the state of the business transacted through
the Sheriff’s office for his Court, the better to enable the Court of Qucen’s
Bench to grant the mecessary certificate to be laid before the Executive
Government. ‘ .

If this course should not meet approval, the Committee would recom-
‘mend the adoption of some other salutary method for ensuring the attainment
of the objects contemplated.

It has been suggested to the Committee from various quarters entitled Eigibility to Parlia-
to much consideration, that to ensure the personal superintendence of the ™"
"Sheriff in the various important duties whicﬁ he has to perform, and to pre- g, appendic: Lat.
vent an abuse of the powers with which his office invests him in the execu-tersof W. W. gad.
‘tion of process, it would be expedient that he should be rendered ineligible [S: 5, T, 3-
‘o represent in the House of Assembly, any County or Town within his own
District during his continuance in office, :

The Committee is aware that many cogent arguments may be urged in
favor of such an exclusion, but forbears offering any recommendation on the .
subject, leaving it to the wisdom of Parliament to adopt such course as may
secm meet on this head, - ) oL

In attempting to swggest improvements in the system which for many
- years, both here and in the parent state, has guided the saperintendence of
the Courts of Law over the exccution of their various processes, by the
Sheriffs to whom they are respectively directed, the Committee is fully sen-
sible of the exceeding difficulty of the task, -

It is easy to propose amemdments calculated to coerce and bind down Eary ¢
the Sheriff’ within limits much narrower than are at present prescribed, and mondm:al}:.r Tt dne
to offer gredter facilities to suitors in proceeding against that functiopary : °g:rd should be hed
yet it is absolutely necessary that a due regard should be had to the rights ~ * o = Pen
and claims of all parties to be affected by the measure.

While the suitors on the one hand call loudly for legislative and judicial
interference to correct abuses, which with apparent justice they assert to exist,
on the other hand, the many difficultics in the way of a rigid and unsparing
cnforcement of legal process on the part of the Sheriff, under the peculiar
sircumstances of the country in refcrence to its pecuniary resources, seem to
require that,tho Committee should pause before it decides on recommending

. changes which the most mature deliberation and the most rigid necessity
should alone induce it to advocate. '
. B .



G Repbrt on Public Departments, [5th Sess. 13th Parl.

It has been already stated that, in the execution of those writs by. which
Mont tulures arsing mopeys are directed to be levied within prescribed periods, the most impor-
ety oo™ °F tnt failures are observed where the officer entrusted with the execution of

the progess is wanting in attention, principle, or ability.

Many instances occur in which obstacles;':'(.iiﬂicult to be surmouqted,
stand in the way of immediate and implicit obedience to themandate of the
Court. .

S . The property of the debtor may be so situated, among the new settle-
gx’;ﬁf&?ifﬁ%i’ﬁ?ﬁ ments of a thinly-peopled. country, as to render it gllﬂicqlt and.sometl.mes‘ :
tion of their duticsglmost impossible to convert it into money for the satisfaction of the creditor.
hardtoremeis At other times, conflicting claims, growing- out of assignments or sales,
sometimes bona fide, but too often fraudulent, embarrass the Sheriff, and
involve him in great perplexity and responsibility.

eod
Rie

But, in legislating for the well-being and advantage of the community,
it is impossible so to frame enactments as to prevent the occurrence of
cases of individual hardsh}p and o'c‘(:asion?.l mmeonvenience ; and on this
principle, the Committee, after much reflection, feels bound to recommend
the adoption of additional measurcs calculated to ensure the peremptory
enforcement of legal process by the ministerial officers entrusted with its
execution. :

It is almost universally admitted that the means now at the disposal of

the court, for compelling speedy and correct returns of the processes it may

.award, have, in many instances, failed to answer the ends for which they .

were designed, to the great delay, expense and disappointment of parties
seeking the legal enforcement of their just demands,

The Committee therefbre, under these circt_xmstances, and with these
impressions, feels called upon to suggest the following remedial measures :

It proposes that on the return of any writ of execution into Court, the
Summary power of PAYY considering himself aggricved or delayed by such return, shall be at
qoosninf hise Re liberty to apply, on affidavit, to the Court, stating his objection to such
tuzns. - return, and to move to set it aside as false, wherenpon a rule nisi may be
issued, calling on the Sheriff to show cause ; and,if, after the usual time
allowed, no adequate cause be shown, then the Court from whence the pro-
-cess issued should have the power to set aside such return as false, and
make such order-on the Sheriff, respecting the costs and payment of the

original sum or otherwise, as may in 1ts discretion séem just. -

In the event of contradictory statements being advanced on oath, or in
doubtful or intricate cases, the Committee would advise that the Court
should have the power to direct an issue to ascertain the truth or falsehood
of the points in dispute, or to cause a special case to be entered of record.

The Committee is of opinion that by thus arming the legal tribunals
with additional powers, many of the evils now complained of by suitors may
be obviated, o :

It would only be in cascs where the falsehood of a return was made to
appear palpable by unrebutted testimony, that this discretionary interference
would take place. No bona fide return ought or would ever be subjected to
this summary proceeding, nor any Sheriff be condemned as guilty of a vio-
lation of his duty without being fully and openly heard in his defence. -

. _ :

The Committce would further recommend, that for the purpose of avoid-
iﬂl‘.’:f"é‘ﬁi“,f&““iﬁﬁ ing the formalities and expense of an action at law, and to render more effi-
sreuritics, cacious the security put in for the Sheriff, that the Court should be enabled

on hearing an application to that effect clearly substantiated by affidavit, to
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order a rule to issue calling on the Sheriff and his securities, to shew cause
why a judgment should not be cntered and an execution issuc thereon against
them for the amount of any money proved to be due and unaccounted for by
the principal, and on hearing the partics by affidavit to order cxecution to is-
sue on the judgment accompanied by a direction that the personal estate of
the Sheriff shall be exhausted before recourse be had to the real or personal
property of the sureties. )

And further, that on a return of nulla bona to any writ against the She-
rifPs effects, duly certified by the proper ministerial officer to whom its exccu- 5,%‘.1?:32251,2:15“,?&’,‘3
tion was entrusted, and notified by the Court into which such rcturn was .
made to the Executive Government, such Sheriff should be immmediately
removed from office unless he could show that such fetun was false or made
by consent of parties. =

And further, that in any action or procecding instituted against the se- -
curities of any Sheriff, such Sheriff being alive and in the Province, should be &oin vnuet 6o -
a party to the same and be primarily answerable. party 1o suit,

The Committee would further recommend that on the decease of any
Sheriff’ duting his tenure of office, the Deputy be required and empowered Decease of Sheriff.
by law to complete the exccution of all writs which shall have come to the
hands of his principal, and to execute, scal and deliver, in his own name as
Deputy, all deeds and assignments requiring to be executed, and which the
deceased Sheriff; if living, would have been called upon to execute, and to
act to all intents and purposes as Sheriff until a new appointment be made,
and a writ of discharge be regularly served upon such Deputy, according to
the form prescribed in England on a charge of Sheriffs,

From the information received by the Committee in the course of its
investigation, it is induced to recommend the propricty of introducing into
"any new cnactment on the subject of the oftice of Sheriff, a clause requiring
all Deputies, Bailiffs, or other Sherifis” officers, previous to taking upon
themselves any ministerial duties, to take certain oaths, to be prescribed by

M aken

Statute, to the general effect, that they shall not under any pretence, directly Depni ot bene?
or indirectly, purchase any thing exposed at Sheriff’s sale, or take in any :
shape or form any extra fees, costs, or charges froni any Defendant or De-  Sec Appendis:
fendants beyond the legal charges at present allowed. or postpone sales with- ué?ﬁgog,hlii:'
out good and sufficient reason and due notice being given,  And further, that Dougall, M.
every Sheriff, Deputy or Bailiff, shall, at each and every sale, deliver to the oo 24 -
Defendant or Defendants a schedule of the debt, interest, costs and fees
chareed by them. And to enforce the due observance of these provisions,
the Court should have the power of interfering summarily and imposing fines
and sentencing to imprisonment, when, in its judgment, the conduct of the

party complained against may deserve such punishment,

Ramae

The Committee having thus suggested several alterations in the existing
laws relating to the oftice of Sherift, which it considers desirable to guard gecommendations i
the interests of suitors, and which it is disposed to think may also prove fevour of Sheruf,
heneficial to Sheriffs, (inasmuch as those officers will be thereby in a
great measure deprived of the power of exercising a discretion, the too fre-
quent tudulgence of which, in the exccution of process, has heen principally’
mstrumental in producing diflicultics, embarrassments, and expense to these
oflicers,) now deems it necessary to, offer some sugzestions of measures
which shall protect them in the fair and proper discharge of their duties.
The laws which enable persons arrested to give bail on mesne process, or
for the limits, scem to the Committee to require some amendment and relax-
ation m favor of Sheriffs,

That officer in accepting bail is at present obliged to rely very much
upon the representations of parties of their own responsibility, and it often
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Taking Bail. occurs that from a doubt of the sufficiency of such bail, the Plaintiff refuses
to take an assignment of the bond, preferring to look to the Sheriff in case -
of an escape from the limits or failure to enter special bail.

It may sometimes happen too that Bail, who are in good circumstances
when accepted by the Sheriff, may become insolvent, and there are no means
by which a Sheriff can compel a person on the limits to renew his securities,
or by which he can be relieved from his responsibility in case of an escape.

The Committee, without interfering with the discretion of the Sheriff in
the acceptance of bail, would suggest, that if any reasonable doubt should
be entertained by him as to the circumstances of any person offering to be-
come bail, he should not be compelled to accept of such person untd, if
required, he has justified in the usual manner and given the Sheriff due notice

¥ of such justification.

Tt should also be in the power of the Sheriff, in the event of the deathor
insufficiency of any bail for the limits, to apply to tbe Court or a Judge in
vacation, on an affidavit of facts, for an order to take the Defendant into
custody, and if necessary to keep him in close confinement till the bail shall
‘have justified and becn allowed by the Court or Judge, or until such new
bail may be given as shall be satisfuctory to the Sheriff.

The- Committec having recently had under consideration judicially
Becops on fim) pro- several cases of extreme hardship arising from escapes from an 4nsufficient
som- Gaol, where the parties were in execution, feels called on to suggest the
justice and fairness of confining suits against the Sheriff for escapes through
constructive negligence, as for prison breach or escape under circumstances
in which no culpability attached to the Sheriff, Jailor, or other Keepers, to
actions on the case according to-existing laws, when the escape’is on mesne
process, but leaving the present remedy of debt, when the escape shall be
voluntary or positively negligent..

The Committee would further recommend that, in all actions against
Action formoneyhad the Sherifl’ for money had and received, especial request should be laid and
mdmeeived. . proved as part of the Plaintiff’s case. o ’

Pepositiag of moneys With respect to the third head of its instructions, the Committee ‘can

ia Chartored Banks. but express its opinion, that the moneys of suitors, coming into the hands of
Sherifts, should be promptly paid over to the parties entitled, and that but
few instances are likely to occur to warrant such moneys being deposited, as
suggested, in one of the Chartered Banks. .

Monsys collested for In pursuing the investigation required by the fourth head of its instruc.

Srown, tiops, to ascertain if' the moneys collected by the Sheriffs, on behalf of the
Crown, are regularly and promptly transmitted by them to the Receiver
General ; and, if not, to suggest such arrangements as will best ensure punc-
tuality and exactitude, the Committee has not beem able to arrive at the
actual state of this head of Public Accounts.

With respect to fines and estreats, the Committee has availed itself of

Sw Appendiz:  the only means in its power of obtaining the necessary information, and has
f,“,,”ﬁ,‘,’,’;f,f:)'fgﬁfk attempted, by prosecuting inquiries in the offices of the various Sheriffs of.
of Crown, & Retumns the Province, in the Receiver General’s Department, and in the office of the
Sfvurious Sberif. Clerk of the Crown and Pleas, to ascertain the manner in which these con-

templatéd aids to the Public Revenue are levied and accounted for.

By an Act, entitled “ An Act for the more convenient recovery of
Estreats,” 7 Wm. 4th, chap. 10, certain regulations are cnacted which, if
rigidly observed, the Committee has everysreason to believe would have
ensured clearness and punctuality in this branch of the Public Resources.
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It is*much to be feared, however, that the salutary provisions of this
Act have been but very. partially observed, and that great laxity and irregu-
larity have crept in, to the injury of a system wise and beneficial in its original
conception.

* The plan laid down under this Act is as follows: Within a certain period Roll in duplicate of
after any Court of Oyer and Terminer, or General Gaol Delivery, or Courtgy. . 0"
of Assize and 'Nisi Prius, the Clerk of Assize shall make out a Roll in dupli-
cate of all fines, iysues, amerciaments, and ‘forfeited recognizances, set,
imposed, lost, or forfeited at such Court, one copy of which Roll is directed
to be transmitted to the office of the Clerk of the Crown and Pleas, before
the first day of the following Term, and the other sent.with the writs directed
hy the Act to issue, to the Sheriff of the District. The fines 8o imposed at
the Quarter Sessions are likewise directed to be entered by the Clerk of the
Peace on a Roll in duplicate, one copy of which, with the same writs, is sent
to the Sheriff to enforce collection, and the other copy remains in the office
of the Clerk of the Peace. The Sheriff is required by the Statute, without Sherifftopay moneys

ovorto Heceiver Gon.

delay, to pay over all moneys by him collected to the Receiver General,  eral.

Now it would appear that were these provisions carefully observed, but
little difficulty or derangement would be experienced in the collection and
payment of estreats, fines, amerciaments, and other similar impositions. But
the terms of the Act do not appear to have been complied with. Returns
therein directed to be made by the Sherifl’ to the Clerk of the Crown and
Pleas, and payments to the Receiver General of the Province by the same
officers, seem but rarely to have been considered necessary.

The Committee recommends that the various clauses of the Act above Committes recom.
yuoted, which directs certain acts to be done by the Clerks of Assize, Clerks fend® penslty in
of the Peace, Sheriffs, and other Ministerial Officers, should be accompanied vance of provisions of
with an adequate penalty for the non-observance of any of its provisions, and **
that in addition the Clerk of the Crown and Pleas be directed to furnish semi-
annually, copies of all rolls of fines, estreats or amerciaments transmitted to
his oftice, as by law now directed, to the Inspector General of Public Ac-
counts, and that the Clerk of the Peace in each District shall also, under a
penalty, be directed to return in like manner, to the Inspector General copies
of all rolls of fines, estreats, &¢., from the Quarter Sessions of his District;
and that each Sheriff should likewise semi-annually'transmit to the Inspector
General a copy of all rolls sent to him for collection, noting on each what had
been done, whether levied according to the exigency of the writ placed in his
hauds, or remitted or stayed by the intervention of some ¢ompetent authority, .

In this inanner, it is conceived that any abuses in the system of collect-
ing fines, estreats, and amerciaments may be more easily detected, by giving
to the Inspector General an opportunity of checking the returns from the
various Sheriffs and those received through the Clerk of the Crown and Pleas,
and by a reference to the office of the Receiver General at once discover the
cxistence of any want of punctuality, neglect or error.

~ The fifth head of instructions to this Committee, requ'u;es it * to inquire Transport of rison.
into the mode and expense of cairying prisoners from one place to another, ™

and to suggest any measures of improvement that may seem to them expe-

dient.” ’ ' :

From the various Sheriffs in the Province, the Committee has obtained §°° Appendix:
eturn of several

considerable information on the subject of the conveyance of prisoners. Sheriffs.

Those sent by sentence of a legal tribunal from the Public Gaols to the
Provincial Penitentiary, constitute the chief subject of the Committee,s in-
quiries. B
*C : :
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" From the returns laid before the Committee, it appears that great and
hardly reasonable expensc attends the periodical transport of ‘the very few

-

feions sent from cach District. _ : :

The Sherili or his Deputy, with one or mcre assistants, attends the
prisoncrs on their passage, and the charges of each individual by the ordi-
nary n:cans of conveyance by land and water, forming in almost every case
i most serivus aggregate of expense, are Frcsented by the Sheriff for audit
to the Magistratesof the District, and defrayed by an order from them on
the Disirict ‘Freasury. : 4

IHeavy as those charges certainly appear, the Committee finds a great
difticulty in sugeesting any means of controlling excess. . ‘

District  Magistrates The District Magistrates, as guardians of the local funds, are doubtless:
guirdians of local  the proper persons to examine, detect, and refuse any extravagance, and
must be presunied, in the absenée of testimony to the contrary, to execute
their duty impartially and with sufficient exactness. ) '
The Committce would, however, venture to recommend, that the Ma-
gistrates of each District should be dirccted to prepare a tariff of fees to be -
allowed to the Sheriff for the conveyance of prisoners generally, and on all
occasions, when accounts are submitted for audit, to.allow such reasonable.
charges as strict cconomy and justice would scem to warrant.
ond Diviston.  Fublic By thessixth head of its instructions, the Committee is directed *to

report generally on the state of Public Gaols, and the system of discipline
pursued in them.” - - : . :

In pursuing its investigations on this important subject, the-Committec. -

_“has been necessitated to ground its report on the information collected, by

administering interrogatories to, and requiring returns {rom, the various:

public functionaries entrusted with the controul and regulation of the Gaols,.

and from the personal knowledge of its constituent membeérs, acquired. on.

their periodical circuits, on which occasions the condition of -those institu-

- tions 1s gcnerally made the subject of a Report from the Grand Inquest of
the District. N S

Gacleshoutd be plac- - The Committec is deeply sensible of the imperative necessity that exists
cdunder weli.re . . - A A

& disciphinc. 8% of placing those receptacles for crime and misfortune under a well-regulated
‘ and wholesome discipline, and subject to the .constant superintendence of

some active and efficient inquisitorial power.

A full and satisfactory exposition of the present state of the Public

Guols, and an abstract of our Prison Discipline can only be obtained by the

- _ operation of an active and zcalous system of local inquiry, conducted with

) ability and regularity, and armed with sufficient power to prosecuic its inves-
tigation with impartiality and effect.,

After a brief commentary on the present state of the Gaols, so far as
may be warranted by the information before the Committee, it is proposed
to give the outline of a plan calculated to effect the desired object of calling
into existerice an efficient system of superintendence over those most impor-
tant Public Institutions. oo .

As the members of the Committee have frequently, though not uniformly,
visited the several Gaols of the Province when on circuit, the folloiving may

be taken as an epitome of their general knowledge of their accommodations
and conditions: :

Gaol. “‘Aps;':,‘f,'{jf“- The Gaol at Sandwich, in the Western District, is reported by the

Letter of #herif, Sheriff as too-sthall and insecure. But it has always been considered to be
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well managed by its old and respectable keeper, and has been found clean
and in apparently good order on personal inspection.

The Gaol at London is small, incommodious, and, as the Committee Go! at London.
helieves, unsafe, and so inadequate that the complaints of* persons therein
confined, of tlie loathsome cells in which they are incarcerated, need create
no surprise in those. acquainted with its actual condition. A new Gaol is,
" however, about being erected.

The'Gaol at Simcoe is new, and sufficient for the wants of that Dis- Simeoe.
trict. '

The Gaol at Hamilton, in the Gore District, is much too small for the Hamilton.
accommodation of the numbers therein confined, so much as to preclude
any attempt at classification. Its management has been generally repre-
sented as tolerable. . :

The. Gaol at Niagara is offensive and insufficient ; the site may be con- Niagara.
sidered as ineligible, making drainage difficult if not impossible. It is remote
from the Town. The Committec 1s of opinion that a new Gaol, on a well-
, designed plan and favourable situation, is highly desirable.

A new Gaol is being crected in the Home District ; the present one is Toronto. -
quite insufficient forgthe proper accommodation of its numerous prisoners.
‘There is reason to believe, however, that under the present keeper it is well
" managed, and the comfort of the prisoners as carefully atténded to as cir-
cumstances will permit. .- :

The Gael of the Newcastle District is new, sufficiently commodious, Newcastle.
and well managed.

The Gaol at Picton is reported as sufficient for the wants of the District Ficton Appendix:

of Prince Edward. Letter of Sherif]

The Gaol at Kingston is reported as sufficiently large to accommodate liigz-txn- dies
the average number of prisoners confined; clean, well ventilated, and healthy; S APpedix
but of such defective construction as to preclude proper classification.

The Gaol at Brockville has been always well managed, but its accom- Brockville.
modations are much too limited, and the erection of a new one is much to.
be desired. '

The Gaol at L'Orignal is small; sufficient for the present accommodaxb'gﬁzx"- ndix
tion of prisoners, though represented by the Sheriff as being insecure. o0 fppondit:

The Gaol at Cornwall is reported by the Sheriff as sufficient for the C°sm'i“- dixs
accommodation of prisoners. . o0 Appendix:

_ The Gaol at Perth is reported to be sufficient for the proper accommo- g:;‘kpm dix
dation of prisoners. : . .

P

, The erection of Gaols is at present regulated by the Provincial Act, 1st
Vict. chap. 5. By that enactment it is provided that the plan of every future
Gaol erected in the Province shall be approved of by a Board of Commis-
sioners created by that Act;. the Commissioners are empowered to frame
rules and regulations for the management of such Gaols, to be transmitted

« by them to the Lieutenant Governor, and by him laid before each branch of
tIExe lLegislature; they are also required to report annually to both Houses of
arliament. -

~ The provisions of this Act, so far, do not seem to have been regularly
complied with. The absence of any provision in the Act for the appoint-
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ment or payment of a Secretary or Clerk to the Commissioners may assist
to account for the apparent omission. . L :

Appomtment of Scc If it be desirable to render the Board of Commissioners appointed by
relary or Clerk 1< this Act efficient, the Committee would take this opportunity of represent-
of Commissioners, ing the necessity of such an appointment as an indispensable preliminary to

the usefulness of the enactment.

It is proper, however, to explain that the Commissioners under this Act
have frequently met to consider and approve of pluns submitted for proposed
" Gaols in the new Districts, and that several are now being erected under the
approbation of this Board, as at Woodstock, in the intended District of
Brock ; at Goderich, in the District of Huron, and at Barrie, in the District
of Simcoc; and a plan is at present before its consideration for a Gaol at
Rytown, in the contemplated District of Palhousie.’

Under the provisions of the st Vict. chap. 5, no building could be used
as a Gaol without the approbation of the Board of Commissioners to whom
allusion has just been made. The Committee is not aware of any Gaol now
used as such that has been built under the provisions of that Act.

Many of e oldGaols Many of the old.Gaols in the Province are insufficient in accommodas:
insuflicient. tion and other requisites; sofic are sufficient, and some could doubtless, hy
judicious alterations, be made adequate to the wants of the Districts,

The Committee, therefore, in addition to the amendment it has already
proposed to the 1st Vict. chap. 5, would venture to recommend ‘the follow-
ing course to be pursued, for the purpose of supplying the present palpable
deficiency .of an active and vigilant Prison Superintendence. ot

Commissioners for To. It recommends that the Executive Government should be authorised y

fgalo‘inzszggﬁi::dczftlxe Legislature to.appoi.nt a Commissioner, or Commissioners, to prosecute
“a system of local investigation of every Gaol- in this Province now in use ;
and for that purposc to examine on the spot the kecper of such Gaol, or his
assistants, or any person or persons from whom information relevant to the
subject of " his inquiries might be obtained; and from such a process of ex-
amination, and from personal inspection, to draw up a correct report of the
plan, size, situation and construction of the Gaol buildings—the cells used
for the confinement of criminals—the accommodation for debtors—the sis-
tem of internal discipline pursued—the hours observed—the allowance of
food, bedding, and other necessaries—the salaries of the Gaol keepers and
assistants—and generally every thing relating to the moral and physical con-
dition of the inmates. '

Commissioners o re- It should then be the duty of sich Commissioner to transmit such repox{t
gg:;;’efg:““““m-to the Executive Government respecting each separate Gaol—and therein

suggest any improvement of which the existing system could bé found sus-
ceptible. , o

To render his means of investigation complete; the act should inflict a
penalty on any one obstructing the Commissioner in his labors, or refusine
to attend him to give evidence, and give summary jurisdiction to one or
nore Justices of the Peace to hear the complaint and proceed 1o conviction
of the party offending. ' L :

The act should also prescribe the manner in which the -expenses and
remuncration of such Comnissioner should he provided for. :
: [

The Report of the Commissioner on each Gaol should then be trans.
mitted by the Executive Government to the Commissioners appointed under
Ist Vict. chap. 5, who should forthwith- return their written opinion on_the
propricty and practicability of the altcrations suggested. a
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The Exccutive Government should then have the power to direct the
Magistrates of the District in gencral Quarter Sessions assembled, wherein
the proposed. altcrations are required, to procced to the carrying into effect
the same, and they should be empowered and reguired, if necessary, to im-
pose a rate not exceeding a certain fixed amount on the District, to defray
the expense of the meditated improvements. :

Such an amendment to the existing law, if resolved on, 'gnight be sub-
mitted without delay to the consideration of the present session of the le-
gislature, and no time be lost in attempting its enactment.

e

THIRD DIVISION.
CLERK OF THE CROWN AND PLEAS.

With respect to the last head of its instructions, relating to the office of
‘the Clerk of the Crown and Pleas, a majority, of the Commuittee is not pre-
pared to recommend any change in that Department which would substitute
tixed salaries for fees. , oo

By the following rules ordered by the Court of Queen’s Bench in last
- Michaelmas Term, it is conceived that a salutary change can be effected in
that Department, and that an.adherence to the method of obtaining annual
returns from the Clerk of the Crown, will enable the Court periodically to
make any advisable alteration in the amount or pature of that officer’s emolu- - -
ments: ‘

1. #Itis ordered by the Court that the Clerk of the Crown do, on the first day of Rules of Michaelmas
‘Baster Teim, annually lay before the Court a return of all fees received by him in his Torm, 1839

- office, with an account of the respective services for which they are reccived ; and also ‘
an account of the Receipts of fees by hiks respective Deputics 5 and also an account of the
Disbursenents of his office for Clerks, Stationary, Printing, &c, and a return of salaries
or allowance to Deputies and Clerks.

2. «1tis ordercd by the Court, that the Clerks of Assize and Marshals do, on the
first day of Easter Term, annually return an account of all fees received by them res-
pectively, with an account of the services for which they arc received. :

- 8. “Itis urdered by the Court, that from and after this present Term, so much of
the rule of Court as regulates the fees of the Clerk of the Crown, and Clerks of Assize
and Marshal, be rescinded, aifd that from thenceforth the following fees, and no other,
shall and may be taken by those officers for the services respectively rendered by them.”

.Thése rules were accompanied by a new tariff of fees by which a sce Appondix:
considerable reduction was made in the fees of the Clerk of, the Crown,  Tariff of foes.

_ Tothe auswers of that officer to the interrogatories administered by seq Appendix:
direction of the Committee, and appended to this report, it is referred for a Answors of the Clerk

view of the duties of tlie department. | A Seane Cromn and

Some idea may be formed of the alteration produced by the new tarif,
from the following extracts from those answers: : '

Amount of Fees received during August, September, October;an’d,No,-' £ s d
vember, 1838, preceding the late alteration.c.ceeeeeavnsureaaiall 1005 0 0
Amount of Fees for the same period, 1839, since the alteratiog....... 589 0 0

LesSieserssssioenivensosnsens sl 416" 0 0

Sufficient time, however, has™not yet elapsed to enable the Committee
to form a decided opinion as to the effect produced by the operation of the
new tariff, P

oD . A , .

. 9\
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It appears to the Conumittee that sufficient accommodation is not aftord-
cd to this Deparunent, and that the important Public Records deposited there
cannot be cousidered as sufficiently protected from accidents by fire.

Camnittee  dechin-s While the Committee must decline for the present recommending such

substitating malacics 4 jnaterial change in the Crown Office as the substitution of fixed salaries for
«the syslcn%)ow prevailing of rcimbursing the incuinbent by fees, it is antici-
pated that the Court of Queen’s Bench will find no difficulty in, from time to
time, cffecting such judicious alterations as will prevent either unreasonable
excess or diminution in the amount of tho emoluments of that Depart
ment.

" CONCLUSION.

In drawing to a conclusion the result of the investigations of the Com-
mittee, it may perhaps be well to remark that, had the time devoted to those
“inquiries been of a longer extent, some additional modifications and amend-
ents might have been suggested from a more minute and protracted exami-
nation into the constitution and working of the Departments brought under-
the scrutiny of the Committee..,

Cunclusion.

It rests, however, with the wisdom of the Legislature to estimate the
practicabilitv and anticipated usefulness of these suggestions, and through
its intérvention alonc can the test of experience be applied to the many
alterations recommended in the course of this Report. .

All which is respectfully submitted.

(Siancd) L. P. SHERWOOD, J.
. .. J. B. MACAULAY, J.
“ 3. JONES, J.

“ A. McLCAN, .

Juncis® CHAMBERS,
Toronto, December 28th, 1839.

———<>©:>—-—-

-.RECEIVER GENERAL'S OFFICE.

.

I'he Committee, from the Board of Commissioners constituted by virtue
of a commission under the great Seal of the Province of Upper Canada,
appointed to inquire into the state of the undermentioned offices, and the-
naturc of the duties performed in each of them, viz : the Offices of the Re-
ceiver General of the Province,—the Commissioner of Crown Lands,—the
Surveyor General of Woods and Forests,—the Secretary of the Clergy
Corporation,—the Surveyor General of Lands,—the Chief Agent for Emi-
aration.—the Agent for the sale of Clergy Reserves, and the subject of

chool Lands, beg leave to report their proceedings for the information of
the Board.

The Committee, after a careful inquiry into several of the subjects to
which their attention was called, by the instructions issued for their guidance,
Report tranematedto heg leave to submit the following Report for transmission to His Excellency
Wi Exceliney thethe Governor-in-Chief and Captain General of the Province of Upper

Canada, &c. &c. &c. . o v

-,

YA
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THE RECEIVER GENERAL'S -OFFICE.

The state of the receipt in this office, on the 31st October last, was as follows:’

, I £ s d.
From the Collectors of different Ports of Entry,eveeeevesaiessrencnes 7,906 ‘1 3%
From Inspectors of Districts,s eveevececnenss cesreessesases veeeessn]|2058 5 6
From Sheriffs,e cevevvecveasss teresacscensonseanse Ceoeenes eevessfl R55 5 43
From District Treasurers,e ceeeceseceesssnsevasssissscesssaessereaf 18 2 1
Premium on Drafts on Montreale sevsiverinneiresoioccsaransanses 201 14 10

Trom the Secretary of the Clergy Corporation, on account of Rents of
Clergy Reserves,cees coseenscerensiervsncorsoascacesncsescsf 850 0 0

From the Honorable the Commissioner of Crown Lands, for Interest on
sales of Clergy Reservesiceseseisiinvenrecicconcsnanesasess| 815 11 10
From ditto, on account of procceds of Sales of Crown Timber,. c.s.....[}6,661 1 0
Procecds of Sales of Government Debentures sold in. Upper €anada, on
account of the Macadamized Road from Kingston to Napanee,......[/ 1,988 17 94
- From the Hon. the Secretary of the Province, for Fees on-the seal to '

commissions of appointment to places of honor and emolument,....|| -49 0 0
Ferry Rents, e ceeennioniisninroceniieionerrreearnenansesaaceasf 18 0 0
Fines from:Magistrates,cevveeanes e | IR - A I
From the Trustees of the Kingston and Napanee Roads,ccseeevvqesasf| 302 0 0
From the do. West Gwillimbury Road and Bridge,ecccvovveiveeiveadl - 5510 0
From the do. Johnstown Distrlct Roads, .seseseecssscercsesceansadd - 80..0 0
From the Land Board of the Newcastle District,ee e veeeccoetsoscans 713 6

sFrom the Honorable Mr. Vice-Chancellor Jameson, being the unexpended : :
balance of moneys paid him on account of contingent expenses of]
the Commission of Enquiry, instituted on the late outbreak,........ 14 18 10
From the' Trustees of the West York Roads,eeeeerceeceorerccnnssesdl 340 0 0O
Militia CommiSsions,ceeessecessscoessoesscssnsscnsassssnesecoael] 157 0° O
« Esxcmption Moneys,eeoveeeies. reecestenecn Cecessencense . 68 10 0
“  TINES, coersvecscsccascsnssecassnccssaces esesesressennas 49 18. 8
From Magistrates, for Ale and Beer Licences,ecceveceteeresiansceas 8 0 0
Land fees under all regulations, cecoaveciocaass ersercastaeranonan J 864 11 6
Proportion of Import duties from Lower Canada,sseceieancanss ter04.]|36342 0 8
£ 159115 0 10

The Receipfs from Collectors and lnspéctors of ‘Districts are not cre-
dited to their proper funds until a distribution thereof has been made at the
office of the Inspector General of Public Accounts.

The Receiver General cannot, therefore, at any time inform the Govern- Recoiver -Genaral.
. . ... ,cannot give informa.
ment of the state of the Receipt under the separate heads of Provincialtion as to receipts of

Revenue, or Casual and Territorial Revenye, should such information be Foyincial Rovenae
desired. ’ . . under soparate heads,

The payments made by the Commissioncr of Crown Lands, the Agent *
for. the sale of the Clergy Reserves, and the Secretary of the Clergy Corpo-
ration, have hitherto been irregulai ; the officers in charge of those several
offices have usually waited to make such payments until a large Sum had.
accumulated.

The Revenue received from Lower Canada is carried in gross to the
public credit, and the premium on Exchange is afterwards credited when the

‘same is drawn for ; in the meanwhile large balances remain in the hands of Large balances ze,
the Agent appointed by the Receiver -General, at the personal risk of that ypen ;"ppfi:'{fj f;
office. . - : . Receiver General. ~

"The Provineial funds are approﬁriated under the authority of acts of the
Legislature, L : : '

[ The Crown funds are subject to the orders of the Treasury, Colonial
ﬁepartment, and-Lieutenant ‘Governor in Council, all payments being made
under warrants of the Lieutenant Governor ; excepting the Lieutenant Go-

.vernor’s allowance in lieu of fees, the percentage to the Agent in Lower -
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Crown funds sulject Canada, and agency for the receipt and payment of the Canada Company
Culonial Department fritd, which payments are respectively made under His Majesty’s warrant of
wad Gov'rin Council- 291 September, 1812, the 1st. Win, 4th, chap. 15, and the 'T'reasury esti-

mate and letter dated 31st August, 1827,

The gencral cheek established at present in the office, is, the balance
sheet of all the diflerent public funds compared periodically with the Day or’
Cash Books. ™ - -

The returns of sub-accouniants to the Inspector General, endble that
officer to clieck the p;i_\mcnts made under the head of Provincial Revenue,
but no returns are made of Land Fees, Fines, I'erry Rents, Militia Fees,
and various other sources of Revenue. . - o :

It appears necessary, for the more effectual checking all such payments,
t Returns of the amounts levied, or which ought to be paid to the Recei-
» ver Generad, should be transmitted to the Inspector General, by an authority
other than the-onc making the payment; thus, for instance, payments to be
made by the Sheritf may be checked by a return from thie Clerk of the Peace.

Paymonts mado 1o},
quire a chock. i

The Balance in the hands of thé Receiver General on the thirty-first
of Cciobier, was L£141:86 0 41, of which sum £4299 6 1, was lodged in
the Bank of’ Upper Canada, at the credit of the Honourable John Henry
Dunn, “subject to the Drafts of the First Clerk, then in charge of the office, -
and £367 19 11} remained in the office chest, -

. ' The Receiver General claims 'a deduction of about £10560 from the
- balance of £36.828 14 4, on account of a payment, said by that officer to.

have been made to Messrs. Glynn, Halifax, Mills & Co., of London, about
one vear since ; but which does not appear on the Books of the oftice, nor
has any acknowledgment of its receipt been yet officially made by those
centlemen.  ‘T'he remainder of the balance, viz: £26268 remained in the

Receiver  ceneralss Hands of the Receiver General's agents in Montreal, as stated by that officer,

transcetions with A who Las declined to produce evidence thercof by exhibiting the account

gents of o personal . . . . . . .

eharactor. - current of his agents, alleging that his transactions with those gentlemen

. arc.cntirely of a personal character. . S :

* Pressnt systom re. The Committce are of opinion that the present system under which the
quires amendiment:  hole of the public moneys are permiticd to stand at the credit of the Re-
ceiver Geueral, as a private individual, without having in his office any book
or account which would shew. where the balance due to the public, or any

part thegreof, was deposited, requires prompt amendment. .

As regards the mode of managing "the business, and keeping'the ac-
counts in futurc in the Recciver General’s office, the Committee fully concur
in the sugeestions contained in the report of Mr. T. C. Patrick, which accom-
panics the minutes of evidence taiien by the Committee. - -

__The several conclusions to which tlie Committee-have been led, after
a full consideration of the subject upon which they have deliberated, may
briefly be thus set forth: : :

should be paid to Re. ,. . .
eeivor-Goncral, dircctly to the Receiver General.

Al public - moncys Ist."That all public moheys should be, as far as practicable, paid -
2nd. That a system of Book-keeping, on the principle of Double Entry,
as suggested in the report of Mr. T. C, Patrick, should be introduced into

the office of the Receiver General. - S '

3rd. That so much of the 1st Wm. 4, chap. i5, as authorises the pay-
ment of a per centage on moneys received in Lower Canada on account of
this Province, should be repealed. '
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- _. 4th. That a secure place of deposit should be selected by the Executive
Gpvernment, wherein the Receiver General should be required to deposit,
at least once in every week, the moneys received by him.

5th. That sub-accountants making payments to the Receiver General Subuccouatants .
should be required to state on what account such payments are made, in ;’:‘:;’udn::“"p‘;;m‘:‘;ﬁ
order that they may at once be credited to the proper fund. . are made.

6th. That all future money transactions shall be directly under the Money tranmctions
under control of Ex-

controul and direction of the Executive Government. ccative Governmont.

7th. That all agents employed by the Receiver_General to dispose of
Debentures, pay dividends thereon, or transact any public business connected
with his department, shall be required to transmit a half yearly account cur- (*}f yeerly sccosts
rent to the Inspector General of Public Accounts. Imspector General.

8th. That no moneys whatever shall at any time be disbursed by the
Receiver General excepting under the authority of a warrant from Her Rectiver General to

] . ‘e . . . . to d. b I
Majesty or Her Representative within this Province. et ree omly on

_9th. That the first clerk in this office shall do the duties of cashier, Fi"".ef"’"‘ to be
conduct the cqrrespOndence, and generally, under the orders of the Receiver ’
ieneral, superintend the business of the office. '

10th. That a Book-keeper be added to the present establishment of the Book-keeper.
Receiver General's office. :

11th. That in.the event of a Bank being selected as a place of deposit,
the officers of the Bank shall be instructed not to ¢ash any draft or check In eashing dr:ﬁ;.
drawn by the Receiver General, in his public capacity, unless the same shall jgotag.

quote the letter and number of the warrant covering the payment. -

12th, That a half-yearly payment of interest on the Debentures issued 23:::";..-0;@0?3?

within this Province be made on the 30th June and 31st December. ~  yeuy.

As regards the mode of issue of Debentures and the general management
of the Public Debt within the Province, the Committee have no recom-
mendations to ofter,—that branch of business appearing to be conveniently
and satisfactorily performed. i

The Committee are of opinion that the Debentures yet unsold in Lon- &::I“;“‘:;“m“g
don ought not to be disposed of; exceEting under the direct sanction of the disposed of only on
Executive Government, and that if a Bank be ‘selected as a place of deposit conditions.
for the public moneys, such Bank should be required to furnish funds in Eon-
don for the payment of the interest due on Provincial Debentures at a fixed
rate of exchange, as compared with the price obtained by the Commissary

General.

“

The Committee, having ascertained’ from the Report of the Inspector
General of Public Accounts, that not more than £15,000 of securities, other
than the personal Bonds of:the Receiver General, are now held by him on
behalf of the Proyince, and that £5000 of that sum is of a doubtful validity, fteition ¢iled 1o

Receiver

beg to call the attention of the Executive Government to this point. security.

The Committee ave of opinion, that the sum of £15,000, together with £15000 saffici¢nt,as
his personal bonds, is a sufficient amount of security to be given by the Re- liabilitios are dimin-
ceiver General within the Province, the more especially, because, if the sug-
gestion of the Committee be carried out, the liabilities of the Receiver Gen-
oral will be greatly diminished, and the responsibility of the office:equally

reduced.

The Committee cannot close their Report, on the Receiver General’s
Office, without calling the attention of the Executive Government to their
e .
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Reports to the Lieutenant ‘Governor, and to the Governor General, dated thé
14th, 19th, 25th, and 29th November. : : :

~ 4l which is respectfully submitted. '

(Signed) W. ALLAN,
‘ Chairman.
‘ INvESTIGATION 'Commsmxv.
, Couyirree, No. 2,
Oth December, 1839. .
——-{3@:>-s-—-
. OFFICE OF THE

.t » SURVEYOR GENERAL OF LANDS.

Fu anforuation ob- "The Committee have obtained such complete and full information touch-

ing the business of this office, from the answers appended hereto, that they
prefer referring to the evidence of those gentlemen rither than, by giving a
summary of their answers to the questions prepared by the Committee, pre~
vent their careful perusal.’ ¢ e

~ The Comnmittce, however, deem it proper to call the particular atten- -
tion of the Government to the third, fourth, seventeenth, nineteenth, twenty-

fifth, twenty-sixth, and thirtieth answers of Mr. Spragge, from which they
submit the following exfracts :— ‘

Extracts of answors “ Locations were witil within the last few months exclusively the duty of Mr.
to querios :’fg°;‘;~m';- Spragge—many of them are now made by Mr. Radenhurst, whose interference with that
o Surreyor Generas branch of duty has had for its object the bestowing, on favoured individuals, lands direct-

Ulitee, tI?d by Order in Council to be disposed of at public sale by the Commissioner of Crown
.ands. . A

“ 1 cannot regard the organization of the Department as by any means satisfactory..
With a thorough knowledge of the books and documents as they are at present, time is
unnecessarily consumed in obtaining information on points cennected with the claims of
individual inquirers, and which, when procured, is far from affording on all occasinns the
information desired, and uncertain in the results they might be expected to exhibit.

“ The statements of persons applying have, to iave trouble, oftentimes when busi-
?ﬂ?:::ggl;n:;;uoﬁi ness pressed been assumed as correct when a careful examipation would have yielded a
being wo. different result; copious indexes of‘a permanent nature are requisite, and a compilation
of other books of record from the books and plans now in use, should, it appears tv me, be
formed without further delay.—1I also find it necessary to remark on the necessity which
exists for the inggoduction of system in the gianagement of the office.  Mr. Acting Sur-
veyor General Chewett, and afterwards Mr. Macaulay, used their endeavours to appor-
tion the duties and establish an improved system; but on both occasions, impediments.
were thrown in the way of the intentions of these gentlemen being carried into effecs

. “ Furthermore, nothing is more imperatively called for, than a continual and rigid,
Rizid supervison re. SUpeTvision upon the transactions of the Department, to prevent a continuance of prac-
quired. tices ‘discreditable to the Department and prejudicial to the interests of all but a few.

Probity and impartiality are among the necessary qualifications of a public servant.”

_ Query 17. Are the same conditions exacted from the claimants under the
Heir and Devisee Commission, in respect to the terms of the Grant, s the
original Nominee or Grantee would have been required to comply with?

Lands deseribed with- “ Answer. Without any authority permitting such a proceeding. lands allowed under
eut authority, the commissisn have of late, with scarcely an exception to the contrary, been allowed to
go into description without the original requirements being exacted.
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“ Many years since, names were entered on the plans without the location being en-

tered in the warrant book, or endorsed on the authority. This mode of proceeding, of

course, had the effect of excluding many persons wishing to locate from lands which they -~

ought to have had, if they desired them; as there was no method of ascertaining whether

a person was or was not entered for the lands he was entitled to, the same name fre.

quently remained on the plans when the party had taken up his complement of land else- [ ouble entries.

where.—1I have been told that official persons had memoranda of these double entries, ind

took off the names as they were prepared to put others on.

«These double locations are continually going out under the commission. Some
months since I completed a return of all lands located prior to 1833, which had not been _
described for patent, and found many names entered on the plans without any authority N‘t““’:h"‘.“"‘ld ‘;‘“"
to cover them. Parties pretending to claim them under the original nominees of the 1ots grgm.. 7 oo o
before the Commissioners or. the Council, have, nevertheless, succeeded in obtaining patents
by means of the incorrect reports of the office,

“The brief period which has elapsed since the passage of the boundary line act, is .

. s e . . . . . oundary Line Com.
scarcely sufficient to justify an opinion upon its practical effects, especially as the Sur- p;gioners Act,
veyor General's Office has not bees furnished with copies of the awards of the Commis-
sioners appointed under the act; dissatisfaction has in some instances becn expressed by
individuals affected by their decision, but this is unavoidable. When the bill was under
discussion in Parliament, it appeared to me that a clause should have been introduced -
requiring the Commissioners to obtain trom. the office of the Surveyor General such infor-
mation relative to original surveys, as would-have enabled them to adjudge in all matters
in dispute conformably thereto. The number of applications for such information up to
the presens time has not exceeded five or six.

« It appears to me that an uniform mode of proceeding on the part of the Commis-
sioners is particularly desirable, but few of the gentlemen appointed can be conversant
with practical surveying, or acquainted with the manner in which the original surveys -
were conducted, and they would doubtless have derived material aid from the circum-, " hould
stance, had the act authorised the Surveyor General to issuc general instructions to each jsyuq 1o ?},‘;,m:,,‘;g,'l_
Board of Commisgioners, guiding them in regard to-disputed surveys within their respec- ers.
. tive spheres of duty. :

“ The business of the twogdepartments of Surveyor General and Commissioner of
Crown Lands. has remained as” perfectly distinct as they were previously to their being
placed under one head in charge of both—it amoints to but a nominal union and conse-.,
quently has in no material way affected the business of the Sarveyor Gereral's Office.—
Having had the best opportunities, almost from its first establishment, of daily observing Crown Lands Offics
the manner in which the business of the Crown Lands Office was conducted, it is impossi- ot much improved
ble to speak in terms of commendation of its management under Mr. Robinson ; since H';gi'n’:‘::“'db’ Mr.
which time, many circumstances have intervened to- prevent any very considerable )
improvements being cffected, and I could never perceive the possibility, that beneficial
results could arise from the project of incorporating the Surveyor General's Office with
a Department so constituted ; and with reference to the Department to which I am
attached, I can say, that the constant supervision of the Surveyor General is at all times
needful. and that the duties of the office have been adequately performed, and affairs of
individuals faithfully attended to, under thos¢ gentlemen only, who have been gnabled to
devote their whole attention to the office. ~The manner in which the business is at
present managed, is the maqst irresponsible that can be conceived ; and I cannot believe .
that the Crown Lgnds’ Officc can less require the immediate control of its chief, than the
Surveyor General's Office, and I am perfectly convinced that the public scrvice will
derive material henefit, if the Departments be again separated.

“ Were the further consolidation of the offices to he determined on, the only way in Farthe lida.
which it could be accomplished that | am aware of, would be to plaée the sales under the oy, ¥ comso
Surveyor General’s Office, which the plans and the Doomsday Schedules and other books,
with trifling additions, would enable it to undertake, and purchase money might be paid
into the hands of a Special Recciver, or into the hands of the Receiver General direct.—

I believe the attempt, however, to continue the two offices under one Head of Departmeat

will eventually prove to be the worst species of cconomy which could be attempted.—

Tho preceding queries having been framed with the view of cliciting information relative

to the practical working of the Surveyor General's Department, as at present constituted,

I should not be justified in withholding any particulars which may throw light on the

subject. The experience of the last cleven vears, and minute examination and inquiry Partiality. favoriti
into the former organization and management of the Department, convince me of the ;a0 vorreption exist.
existence of a system of partiality, favoritism and corruption, begun at an carly day and ing in the Depart.
continued with but few interruptions up to the present time. The who!some regulations meas.

lntroduced by Government to promote the settlement of the Colony, founded on principles



20 - Report on Public Dcpzix'im'en'ts. [5th Sess. ,1‘3th\‘Parl-.

— — = —

Xelf interost a stun.
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justify.

of general utility, have been defeated by the encouragement afforded by the Surveyer
General’s Departinent, to monopoly and speculation, and the assisjance rendered to those
who desired to evade such restrictions as interfered with their projects for” personal
aggeandisement, at the expense of the resident proprietors of land. Personal residence
and cultivation, it was declared by the Royal Instructions-of 1783 and 1787, and Orders in,
Couucil of February 1789, were the only conditions upon which grante of land were to
be permitted, and forfeiture of the grant was announced as the penalty of d non-compliance
with these prescribed conditions. ' B .

“The terms and conditions of scttlement were of general import, and from which it
cannot be shewn that it was ever intended that U. E. Loyalists or their children should
be relieved. To carry into effect the measures of Government ip relation to the settle-
ment of the public lands, was the duty of every individual who accepted an appoint-
ment in the Land Department ; but self interest has been with too many a stumbling block -
in the way of duty. : ;

k3

“ The only means of information possessed by the Licutenant Governor and-Council.
relative to the statement of individuals, is the report from the Surveyor General’s Office :
and it was, therefore, essentially necessary that these reports should be prepared by per-
sons in no way intcrested ir-the issue of the applications. .

«Instcad of this being the case, from an early day o the present moment, they have
been reported on by the paid agents of the parties whose hopes of future employment
would cause them to feel a strogg interest in the success of the business thev had “taken
in hand;- and I say it with a knowledge of the facts, that in numerous instances a colour-
ing has been given and statements made which the circumstances of the case would not

~

* The senior Clerk continues to conduct a very considcrable business in. carryin
through claims before the Heir and Deviseec Commission, examining into the state of the
lands claimed, and framing the certificates which should contain the facts of the case, is
his particular duty. In every instance the certificate should state the authority under
which the location was originally ¥nade, and the conditions to which it was liable. In-
stead of this being done, the report is made merely-to certify that the name of the party
under whom the lot is claimed 1s entered in the plan, and that no description has issued,
This is not the way in which such important business should be done ; the authority ought
to be examined, and it should be ascertained whether the party may or may, not have re-
ceived all the land he was cntitled to, and before any description be allowed to issue, it
should be satisfactorily proved that the original conditions have. been complied with.

« It is my duty further to state, many lots situated in old Towships, which, under
Orders in Council of 15th October 1833, and 19th November, 1835, were subject to
disposed of at sale by the Commissioner of Crown Lands, have been located by the senior

Senior Clerk has Jo. Clerk to individuals without any special authority permitting the same. These are of

cated Lands without

apecial authority.

Dutjes of Department
will never be properly

performed without

course a part of his agency transactions, practised.in the face of the Lieutenant Governor’s
order of 14th June, 1808, and the Order in Council of 19th November, 1835, which for-
bid, in the most positive manner, agency being transa¢ted by Clerks in Public Offices;

* The power assumed by the gentleman alluded to, while it has heen profitable to
himself, has been unproductive of any good that would justify the daily. infraction of rules
and regulations established by @overnment for beneficial purposes, to ensure impartiality
in the disposal and scttlement of the public lands. : ,

“ The official favour which he distributes, is such ‘in its nature and amount as no
head of the Department has ever excrcised or pretended, pertained to his.appointment;
his policy has secured for him a numerous band of partizans, as the list of names he was
nble to command, when soliciting at the hands of Sir Francis Head—the appointment of -
Surveyor General sufficiently testifies. Some.of the gentlemen who lent him their. influ-
ence on that occasion, did so without any knowledge of his merits or demerits, believing
the representation of others in his favour, but the major part were individuals upon whom
he had conferred personal obligations in matters connected with the Departments. What
I have said proceeds from no unkindly feeling towards the senior Clerk, but will account

the constant superin- fur the firm conviction I entertain, and am bound to express that the duties of the Depart.

dendence of a Sur.

veyor Gencral.

ment will never be faithfully administered; until the office is placed under the charge and
continual supervision of a Surveyor General.” ' .

The Committee have not received any answers to the queries transmit-
ted to the Surveyor General—they have only further to observe, therefore,
that the grave charges contained in the answers quoted from Mr. Spragge’s
replies are corroborated by the testimony of Mr. Chewitt, to a certain"
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extent; the nature of the charges preferred and the consequences of them, if
cswblished, to individuals are so serious that the Committee feel themselves
prechided from offering any opinion with regard to them, orto-the changes
which ought to take place if the system. prove to be such as those charges
would shew. They, therefore, abstiin from submitting any suggestion on Committeo bstotn
the conduct of public business in this Department, in the expectation that the f{l‘go:;'i‘;‘::“iag ny
matter will receive an examyination beforea tribunal possessing more extensive medy.

power of inquiry and determination than arc invested in the Commission.

'The Committee cannot, however, refrain from recommending, after the Committce rocom.
. 7 . . . . . mendsthatthe Offices
information they have received, and which is attached to this report, that the of Survesor Goneral
otfices of the Surveyor General of Lands and Commissioner of Crown Lands, and Crown Lands,
<N : 4 . Comrpuszgner be not
should ceasc to be held by. the,same person, inasmuch as the Committee are combincd in one.
satisfied that the duties to be performed in the former Department will require '

the undivided attention of one efficient public officer.

Al which is respectfully submitted.

(Signed) W. ALLAN, Chairman.
: “ W. H. DRAPER,
i . “ R. A. TUCKER,
IxvesticaTion Coxmission, “ JOHN MACAULAY,
Conmrrresn, No. 2, “ J. S. MACAULAY,
28th December, 1839, “ H. SHERWOOD.

OFFICE OF THE
SURVEYOR GENERAL OF WOODS AND FORESTS.

-

Tue Committee have to observe, with reference to this office, that the
instructions of the Lords of the Treasury for its Government have been s
wholly neglected, and to submit the following extract from the answer to their '
6th query appended to their report on the Commissioner of Crown Lands
fiice. . Instructions of Lords
« | also-enclose, herewith, the printed instructions issued to my predecessors, on the :fg?;:‘::;“'y wholly
Department ot Woods and Forests: they have not ever been followed, nor can they be )
consistently with the good of the public service. ’The system pursied has been reported
on to the House of Assembly by Mr. Shirriff, whose son was appointed Collector. .
# Mr. Charles Shirriff was said to be the founder of the Ottawa Timber Trade; he Fatract.
is a very intelligent man, and 1 believe the Government consider itself under many obli-
gations to him on that account ; in fact, almost the whole management of the Department
was left to him without question of interference.

Mr. Shirriff founder
of

_ “He, by entering into private speculations, such as building mills, &c., beyond his of the Timber Trade.
private means, involved himself in debt, and on the failure of the House of Gates & Co.,

and in the Commercial crisis of 1837, he became a defaulter.

«T shall transmit to the Committee a copy of my report u?o'n this subject, which I

made on placing the matter in the hands of the Attorney Genera Mr. Shirrifl defaalt.

er.

“When 1 iyas directed to assume the charge of this Department, I found an approved
system in operation, and I only altered it as regarded the money transactions, and in requir- .
ing the'new Collector-to give security to the Government, which he has doge.”

The Committee are of opinion that the instructions before mentioned, Iastractions skvuld

should not have been set aside without a distinct authority ; and they recom- 2ot hsvo been ret

mend that the proceeds of sales of Crown 'Igmber, should in future be paid aathority.
* . :
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to the Receiver General, in the form in which it may be found convenient to
reccive it at Bytown; and that the promissory notes so taken, should be
handed for collection to one- of the Chartered Banks, with instructions that
all such notes not taken up at maturity, should be forthwith placed in the
hands of the Attorney General for collection. The Committee offer this
sugreestion under the assumption that the present mode of conducting the
business of this Department may be continued, but they are of opinion that
Paguent of dutics on payment should be rigidly exacted at Bytown, and that no timber should be
ot B permitted to pass that port until the dutics were paid.
In consequence of the Surveyor General of Woods and Forosts having
become a sub-accountant eontrary to the instructions of the Lords of the
Treusury, and not having required periodical payments and accounts to be
Agent become 2 de.rendered by the Agent at Bytown, a large defalcation has occurred in the
tavlter. casc of Mr, Shirriff, which has been fully reported on by the Surveyor
Gieneral of Woods and Forests, to Her Majesty’s Attorney General, a copy
ot which report is hicreunto annexed. :

All which is res;pcctfully submitted.

(Sigred) @ W. ALLAN, Chairman.
“ . W. H. DRAPER,

o R. A. TUCKER,
InvesTicaTion CoMmission, . w JOHN MACAULAY,
CommiTTER, No. & o J. S. MACAUIAY,
28th December, 1839- - H. SHERWOOD. -
S
OFFICE OF THE N

AGENT FOR THE SALE OF CLERGY RESERVES.

——

Tiis Office having been hitherto held by the Commissioner of Crown

Lands, the Committee have no observations to make thereon, excepting that

Samo faulty system the same faulty system of Book-keeping adverted to in their Report on the

. of Book-keepinz.  ()ffice of the Commissioner of Crown Lands prevails also in this Office, and

conscquently a complete re-statement of the accounts from the commence-
ment is equally required. '

All which is respectfully submitted.

(Signed) W. ALLAN, Chairman,
w W. H. DRAPER, .
T " R. A. TUCKER,
[nvEsTIoaTION CoMMissION, “ JOHN MACAULAY,
* ‘Comwrrree, No. 2, “ J. 8. MACAULAY,
28th December, 1839, “ HENRY SHERWOQOD.
————Q@&————-

' QFF[CE OF THE
SECRETARY OF THE CLERGY CORPORATION.

s

om——

Tar Committee having made due inquiry into the nature and extent of the
business transacted in this Department, and, having ascertained that, although
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the Clergy Corporation still exists, its action as a body has long ceased, Gargo. of keoping

recommend that the general charge of keeping the accounts relating to the of Clorgy Rosorves to
sale of Clergy Reserves should-be henceforth coupled with the duties of Scc- b coupled with the

retary to the Clergy Corporation, and that the Secretary’s Office, as an inde-
pendent establishment, should be no longer continued. The Committee
submit the above recommendations because they conceive that to retain a
Secretaryship to a quasi non-existing corporation is unnecessary, and that
the duties of the Secretary are insufficient to occupy the time of the gentle-
man now holding that office, with whose mode of conducting the business of
the office they are perfectly satisfied.

A statement of the receipts and of the debts now due the Clergy Corpo-,
ration is hereto appended. .

The great amount of rents due to the Clergy Corporation cannot fail to

arrest the attention of the Government, and to call for the adoption of prompt

measures to insure its liquidation.

- All which is respectfully submitted.

(Signed) W. ALLAN, Chairman.
" W. H. DRAPER,
. . ! “ R. A. TUCKER,
InvesTigaTioN CoMuISSION, “ JOHN MACAULAY,
Cousrrree, No. 2, “ J. S. MACAULAY,
‘ 28th Dccember 1839, ¢ HENRY SHERWOOD.
P
[ +]
P~
=

OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF AGENT FOR EMIGRATION.

Tue Committee, having addressed certain queries to the Chief Agent,
submit the same, together with his answers, for the information of the Go-
vernment,

duties of Secrotary, -

The duties of the Agént at present consist chiefly in keeping the accounts Duties of the Agent,

of the persons authorised to distribute the bounty of the British Government

to distressed commuted pensioners; these duties are both laborious and res.

ponsible, and in the absence of any business directly pertaining to his office
as connected with emigration, sufficiently employ the time of the Chief
Agent.

The Committee recommend, therefore, the continuance of this office
on its present footing, hoping that at no distant period his services as an
Agent for Emigration will again be required.

All which is respectfully submitted. )
ALLAN, Chairman.

. (Signed) W.
P " W. H. DRAPER,
) t “ R. A. TUCKER,
Innxsricarion Cotaussion, “ o« - . JOHN MACAULAY,
CoumiTTeE, NoO| 2, “ J. 8. MACAULAY,

28th December, 1839. “ - HENRY SHERWOOD:

-
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 COMMITTEE NO. 7.

Ve

Tie Committee appointed to, in'vestigate and reportupon the COURTS
OF REQUEST, and the Commissioners of those Courts, have the honor to
submit the following REPORT : :

The Courts of Request are now constituted under the authority of the
3rd Wm. 1V, ch. 1, amended by 7th Wnu. 1V, ch. 12,

Divisions of Districts Under the authority of these enactments, each District is separated into
~ divisions, varying in number according to circumstances, in the discretion of
the Justices in Quarter Sessions, within each of which divisions a Court of
Requests is to be holden by two or more Commissioners to be appointed by
the Governor, The place of holding these courts rests with the commis-
sioners.

Extent of their juries Their jurisdiction extends over all matters of debt and contract, not
diction and their de- oxceeding the sum of Ten Pounds, with power to award execution against
' goods and chattels, and their decisions are final between the parties.

Modo uf proceeding. The process is a summons, to which -is attached a statement of the
Plaintiff’s account or demand. If the demand is under Forty Shillings, ser-
vice may be made by leaving a copy of the summons at the Defendant’s resi-
denee ; if over Forty Shillings, personal service is requisite, unless the De-
fendant absents himself to avoid service ; when, in cases not excceding Five
Pounds, service at the dwelling house is sufficient. Defendants may be
suminoned from any part of the District in which they reside to appear in
the division in which the debt was contracted."

‘f::‘;'::i’i&nfﬂe om- The "Commissioners have authority to take evidence on oath; and if
donceon Oath.  they desire it, in like manner to examine the Plaintiff or Defendant.

Defendants are allowed the privilege of setting off their demands against
the Plaintiffs'. '

ek and Bamis T officers to every such Court are a Clerk and a Bailiff, who give
security. security for the due performance of their duties.

Witness, Witnesses may be summoned who reside out of the division, and the
allowance to such witnesses 18 in the discretion of the Commissioners.

Executions. Executions may be enforced against the property of a debtor within any

part of the District in which judgment was rendered against him. When
the judgment is for a sum exceeding Forty Shillings, exccution (with certain
exceptions) is to be stayed forty days. '

Builifs  romunera- — 3The Commissioners, Clerks and Bailiffs are paid by fees, a table of which
is contained in the Statutes. oo
Baliff and Clerk sub- : . . L . . .
ject to an action in An action lies by the party injured against the Clerk or Bailiff for mis-
certain cases. . . . .
conduct in office upon the security given by them respectively.

Appendix A. .. . .

o No.of Courto of Re- - Under the provisions of this Act there were, in the year 1838, through-
sonors in the Pro. OUt the Province, one hundred and seventy-three Courts of Request, and one
vinco in 1838. thousand and sixty-eight Commissioners, ' .

Appendix B. - ' . .
No. of Summonscs Within the same year the number of Summonses issued was in round

issued and Judgment :
s numbers forty thousand, and the number of Judgments given was twenty-five

r
1838. thousand,

»
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'The costs of these suits and proceedings your Committee had not time
to-ascertain by a reference to every Court of Requests in the Province. They
however wrote for a Return of the costs for the six months ending the 30th
Jun~ last, and from the replies given by the Clerk of one Court in nearly every
District in the Province, they ascertained the average cost of a Judgment to yooaie cont of =
be Light Shillings and Three Pence Three Iarthings. Judgment, 8s. 314

£ s d .
The Expense of 25,000 Judgments at this rate will be..esciaeiaeess,]/10,338 10 10 Total of Judgmentss
The Espense of 15,000 Summonses. allowing Sixpense for the Clerk, One Expense of Sum.
Shilling for the Bailiff on serving, and Eight Pence milage, at an mof,.._.., &c.
" average of two miles on cach, will be..oovieiianieiaieeieia il 1,625 0
——making the total amountof. e vieivinecieaiencnens ..........£lll,963 10 10
as the Expenses of these Courts in the year 1838, .

I'rom the manner in which the returns are made out, it is not quite clear Manner of making
that the aggregate of costs is not given on the whole number of Summonses®™ "~ "
issucd, in which case the average would be Five Shillings and Two Pence
Haltpenny per Suit, and the expense of forty thousand Suits £10,416 13 4.

The great object of establishing these Courts was, in the opinion of Objcct for estallish.
vour committee, to combine a speedy remedy for the recovery of debts with 8 ‘"*° €**"**
cheapness ; in other words, to afford a quick method of collecting, a satis-
factory and impartial Court, and a rate of expense as low aswas possible un-
der all circumstances. :

No objections have been made, so far as your committee are aware;,
arainst the time within which debts may be collected within these Courts, and
although they think the system capable of some improvement, they believe Systemcapableofims
that its working in this respect is far more satisfactory thaw in almost any proveinent.
other. :

Against the conduct of many individual Commissioners, agamnst the le. Complints againat
gality of their proceedings as exceeding their jurisdiction, against the justice Commissioners.
of their decisions in particular cases, and against the costs allowed and ad-
judged by them, many and great complaints- have been made.

A considerable number of sucli complaints have from time to time been . .

. . . E . . Complaints against
preferred to the Executive Government, in some instances charging the Com- the Commissioners
missioners with corruption and partiality, in others with ignorance and inca- f’°‘; “"‘°h ‘°Ex“ﬂ°
pacity—in some cases the conduct or decisions of the Commissioners have :lilv‘eeG;:e:n:nent.c )
been brouht in question before the supreme tribunals, in others the Executive
Government have made the best investigation in their power into the circum-
stances—a proceeding, however, which is found alike mnconvenient and unsa-
tisfactory—but in the great majority of cases the parties who have felt them-
selves aggrieved, hive gone no further than to express their dissatisfaction in
general conversation, or sometimes in the public prints.

Your Committee see no reason to doubt that a large proportion of these
complaints arise from the disappointment naturally experienced by the losing
parties in contested claims. hen both Plaintiff and Defendant think them-
selves right, let the decision be ever so just and equitable, one or other of
the parties will be discontented. :

This feeling will, however, be doubtless greatly increased whenever
there is a want of confidence either in the ability or integrity of the Com-
missioners, and your committee believe that this cause occasionally operates
in producing complaints against these Courts. .

And your Committee cannot avoid the conclusion, that there may be
found some instances in which dissatisfaction' has been justly excited, by an
G
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" abusc and improper excrcise of the very large discretionary powers which
the Statutes vest in the Commissioners. There is reason to apprehend that
there have been cases in which Commissioners have acted as Agents for.
creditors, ‘an office which is more usually discharged by the Clerks of the
Courts. ~ . :

Sources of com. The most common sources of complaint ]mv_e___ligqp_; that the Commis-
plaints. sioners have cntertained suits not legally within their jurisdiction—that they
' do not command that degree of respect which would enable them to preserve
necessary order and decorum in their proceedings, and that it happens conse-
quently, the solemnity of an oath is not sufficiently regarded by parties or
witnessés in a suit, because, not respecting the tribunal, they treat with a
greater or less degree of levity every proceeding—Dby it.

Nor does the conclusion afford any just grounds for suprise, or imply
a want of care or caution on the part of the Executive Government in the
Toolarge a number selection of Commissioners; the fault rather is in_ the system itself, which
of Commissiwners re- requires so large a number to carry it into execution. Many of them must
2;‘;{22, ey tos unavoidably be sclected in remote and thinly-settled portions of the country,
where it is always difficult, and frequently impossible to find a sufficient num-
ber of individuals possessing the requisite qualifications; and vour commit-
tee are awarc that great difficulty and embarrassment have been experienced

in filling up the appoiniments from time to time required.

In estimmting tiic expense of attending these Courts, your committce

think it alvo right to advert to time spent by litigants contesting claims ;3 and

Systom of adjuuming the very [requency of the Courts increascs the loss of time, as a system of
o 11® ¢ adjourning from Court to Court prevails in many places, and inevitably adds

to the expensc of witnessess, as well as to the loss of time_of the parties.

Your Committee, however, cannot leave this part of the subjeet without
stating their couviction that, in a great many cases, the Courts are most
respectably constituted, and their mode of conducting business gives satis-
faction to the suitors over the trial of whose causes they preside.

4 Having thus endeavoured to explain the present system in its effects and

The law regnlating mode of workipg, yourConm\ittqe have only to state that, in their opinion,

thoss Conris’ might the law regulating these Courts might be altered, so as to render them more

bo alterod, useful and ctlicient, and, at the-same time. reduce the expense attending the
administration of Justice in these and tie District Courts.

20d Branch of i . . . . v
quiry u.',,,,i;‘,,i,,_'" This conclusion has rendered it unnecessary for the Committee to report.

upon the sccond branch of inquiry entrusted to them, namely, whether some
mode of investigating the conduct of Cominissioners, upon complaints being
made against them by the public, might not be rendered effective.

3¢d & 4:b branchos. The third and fourth inquirics will be best a_llswereé by an explanation
' of the system which the Committee propose should be established for the
collection of small debts: :

Aholition f Courts They recommend the abolition of the Courts of Request ; that, after a
of Request recom- day to be fixed, no Summons shall be jgsued from any of those Courts; and
meaded, .
that after some subsequent day, to be also fixed, no Judgment or other pro-
ceeding shall take place. ,

Exccutions which on such subsequont day are in the Bailif’s hands may
be acted on till satisfied. Executions may be issued {rom the new Courts on
Judgments rendered in the old. C

Conrrs to sit once n .. . . ey further recommend that every District in the Province should be
wowomba.  divided into six'Divisions, in each of which a Court for the recovery of debts
. to the amount of £10 should be holden once in cvery two months.
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That the Judge of the District Court (or in his absence, from sickness A Burister may pre-
or other inevitable necessity, a Barrister, of not less than. threc years stand- uin oo
ing, to be appointed as occasion requires by such Judge) shall hold such
Courts, exercising similar powers and authority with those now possessed
by the Commissioners of the Court of Request, with power also to the
Judge, under certain restrictions as to time, to order. payment-of a debt,
by nstalments, and with an appe4l, in all cases over Five Pounds, to a Jury
“at the regular sittings of the District Court next after the Judgment appealed -
against shall have been rendered. -

It may be objected to this plan that the Courts will not be held . often

enough, and their infrequency will occasion an inconvenient delay in the col-

lection of debts. Except as regards suits for sums under forty shillings, this

objection is morc apparent than real, for under the present law in all cases

where judgment is given for a larger sum than forty shillings, no execution

can issuc under forty days, unless it is shewn that the debt is thereby endan-

gered, and the discretionary power which it is proposed to give the Judge Plaintiff may recovor
" to order payment by instalments, being restricted by the length of Notice mon as under the

which the Defendant has had from the service of the Summons, will do away present systom.

with the necessity of staying execution for forty days, and thus enable a ‘

Plaintift’ to recover his debt nearly as soon as under the present system.

In support of the proposed change may be urged the strong probability Benefit of the pro.
of uniform principles of decision, not only in each District, but throughout the powd chenge.
Province ; that the jurisdiction of these Courts will be confined within the ‘
limits intended by the Legislature—which limits are at present very often
overstepred by the Commissioners from a want of clearly understanding
technical distinctions, and the observance of well established rules of ewi-
dence and law, as regards the responsibility of parties, a competent know-
ledge of which may be reasonably assumed to exist in the different Judges of
the District Courts. But another and important benefit which your committee
anticipate from this change, is the placing the administration of justice, both
in the Courts of Request and the District Courts, on a more respectable and
independent footing, as regards the payment of the Judges. At present the
remuneration of Judges and Commissioners depends on the amount of busi-

--ness transacted by them respectively, and without pausing to inquire what
may have been the effects, the tendency of such a system to encourage liti-
gation is sufficiently obvious, and indeed one ground of accusation against
Comunissioners, which has been urged is, that they are inclined to, favour
those parties who'bring the greater number of suits before them for adjudi-
cation. To substitute a fixed salary for the services required from the Judges
in both Courts would accomplish the objects alluded to, and would, in the
opinion of the committee, instead of increasing diminish the expense at
present borne by the community. : ' '

In order to establish that opinion, the Committee will assume the full
amount of expensc which would accrue for several years if all the eighteen
Districts erected, or the erection of which is sanctioned by law, were at once
created. - ’ A :

Your Committce propose a scale of salaries graduated according to

population. In Districts wherein the population exceeds 30,000, they would sasios proposed.
- recommend the Judge’s salary to be £350 per annum ; where the population

i8 under 30,000, but exceeds 20,000—£300 per annum, and where the pop- -

ulation is under 20,000—£250 per annum. ‘

_ Looking at the iast population returns, and bearing in mind the effect
which the erection of new districts will have in reducing the population
of the old, the effect may be calculated as follows :
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Nix Districts at £350 per annum.. ... .. Ceesecenescssrasscnanann £:2100

Nix Districts at £300 per annun.. oo v..... Cheereieaees ceeaens . 1800

Six Districts at £250 per annum......... Cetretteaaaa Cereeees . 1500
v .

£3100

Fxpensc per aanum And if all the Districts reached the maximum of salary by increase of
£6000. population, the total expense would be £6000 per annum, with a population
of 510,000, allowing cach District to be equally peopled, but in all probabil-.
ity before the more thinly peopled Districts shill have reached the number

spreposad, as conferring the maximum of salary, thosc at present having such
a population will have increased in a similar degree, and the population of the
Province will, when the full amount of £6000 shall De required, exceed
650,000, :

o

Taking the return of 1838 as affording a reasonable average for the fu-
ture, and requiring a fee ot Gd. on cvery Summions, and of Is. 6d. on every
Judgment, to be collected and paid over to the Receiver General, a fund of
£2875 will be created towards the payment of these salaries, and by collect-
ing a moderate fee pn each Writ of Capias, Summons, or Execution, and on
cach Judgment in the District Courts, the requisite balance would be readily
provided to mc;}:t/l_he pivment of these salaries. The fees now authorized
would at once e diminished, and an increase of business and of population
would, in lieu of increasing the general expenses of these Courts, render prac-
ticable a further diminution. A different regulation of the fees to the Clerks
Feex of the Clerks & and Bailiffs of the Courts of Request, particularly as respects the milage of
Banffs. the latter, would afford an opportunity of further reduction, as from the in-
creased size of these divisions their remunecration would bé*greater than at
present, even at a reduced scale of fecs.

"In order to fix the amount of charge on the different enumerated items
in the District Courts, it would be necessary to procure returns of the num-
ber of Summonses, Writs of Capias, Judgments, and Excqeutions within a
aiven period, say the vear 1838, and the proper scale might then be readily
established. ' . '

In conncction with this alteration, and in order to insure its success, the
committee would carnestly advise that no person should hold the situation of
Judge of a District Conrt who is not a Barrister of at least three years stand-
ing, and that he be resident in the District for which he is Judge. They are
also of opinion that a revision of the system of practice at present in force in
the District Courts might be advantagcously made at the same time with the

o =]
. proposed changes in the Courts of Request.

‘The Judge of 2 Dis.
trict to be a Burrister.

Should His Excellency be pleased to approve of these suggestions, Bills
to carry them into effect could be prepared in order to be submitted to the
Legislature. ' " :

‘All which is respectfully submitted.

(Signed)  CH.-A. HAGERMAN,
g WILLIAM H. DRAPER.

Decemser 11th, 1839.
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THIRD REPORT OF .GENERAL BOARD.

—

Uinto the Rr’ght Honourable CaARLES PouLerT THoMSON,,
Governor General and Captain General of British North
America, §ec. §e. ge. '

'Tne Commissioners, appointed to investigate into the business, conduct,
and organization of the various Public Departments of the Province of Upper
Canada, beg lcave respectfully to Report :

That the Committee of their number, to whom,was intrusted the Inves- Third Report of Gen.
tigation of the “Office of Inspector General,” haying inquired into that De-*"*' ®**
partment, have made the Report hereunto appended, which having submitted
to the General Board of Commissioners, has been examined, approved of,
and udopted by them; and is now respectfully submitted to your Excellency
as their Third Report.

* Signed in name and by authority of the Board.
R. B. SULLIVAN,
e President.

InvesTiGATION COMNISSION,
Toronto, 14th January, 1840.

e —————, 755 S —

* APPENDIX TO THIRD REPORT.

REPORT.

The Committee assigned to inquire into the duties of the Inspector Ge-
neral of Public ‘Accounts, and the system pursued in his office, beg leave to
report as follows:

Previous to entering on the result of the investigations of the commit-
tee, it would refer to the instructions of His' Excellency the Lieutenant Go-
vernor, communicated to it as the ground work of its contemplated inquiries:

“ To this Committee is assigned the inquiry into the duties of the Inspector General To, inuire into the
of Public Accounts, and the system pursued in his office.” . T Gones f Inspector
’ ' 1

The Committee will ascertain—* First, The particular nature aid extent of the
business which is, and for gome time past has been, transacted in this Department.

« Second—W hether the business be such as should properly devolve on this office,
or whether any portion of it might be benéficially transferred to other Departments, or Whether any part of
on the other hand whether any additional duties might be advantageously assigned to the business might be

. transferred,
this office. -

« Third—Whether the system of accounts pursued in this office be satisfactory, or
whether it be capable of improvement in any respect.

« Fourth—Whether the different Public Accountants transmit their returss to this
office punctually at regular stated periods, or if not, whether a sufficient power at present
exists for compelling prompt and regular transmission of accounts. :

s ‘H

amr - t -2

<
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' -

Ganoral querit‘; on 1o « Fifth—Whether the information’ necessary for a strict scrutiny into all money
::L".f:}““l";" ?::p:c:;; wansactions be promptly afforded by Public Accounts, and whether any improvement in.
Ganeral for the right the present form of rendering accounts 1o the Inspector General, or in preparing the-

conduct of the affairs Public Accounts of the Province, be requisite.
pertaining to his of.

ico, and whther pro. . : < .
’r',f,‘: Rotains are nhide “ Sizth—Whether the Inspector General has sufficient meaus of ascertaining that

to bim to enablo him the several Collectors and Receivers of Public Revenues faithfully and truly account for

rightly to fulfil tho 3]l moneys for which they are responsible. :

dutics of the samo v : ) .

Culloction of {dutivs. « Neventh—Whether theré be means of knowing that due diligence is observed by
the respective officers in the collection of duties on Imports, and on Shop, Tavern, Still,
and other Licenses, as also in punishing such persons as ipay be detected in attempts at
fravdulent evasions of the Revenue Laws. '

« Eighth—\Vhether returns be duly made of fines levied by the warrants of Magis.
* trates, and paid to the Receiver General for the public uses of the Provinge, by virtue
of any law now in force. : - :

Retarns of Fines.

f‘_'l'n“t lovied undvr « Ninth—Whether the returns be made-to the office of fines levied under the autho-

Sistutos. rity of Statutes enjoining their appropriation to local purposes, or if not, whether there-
be any means by which the Lixecutive Government may learn periodically the amount of
fines so levicd, and ascertain and check the manner of their application to the ends pre-
scribed by Statute.

Monica expended. “'~Tenlh—thlhqr‘1hc accounts of moneys expended by Commissioners appointed:

' under acts of the Legislature, be duly examined at this office. ,

Itents of Ferries, &e. & Fleventh—Whether the rents of Ferries and Mill Seats, which should be regu-
larly paid to the Receiver General, be returned in any form of account to the Inspector
General. . . o .

Ratreats, &e. « Twelfth—Whether returns of fines, estreats, &c., be duly made to this officeby

Sheriffs, Clerks of the Peace, &e:, orif not, whether there be any other means of check-
ing and controlling the reccipts and payments of this class of Public Accountants,
Tablic Monogs. « Thirteenth—What means exist whereby payments made, from time to time, by
receivers of public moncy may be verified, as the ull amount for which they ought sever-.
ally to account. .

Exllance.due by Col.

lectorn. « Fouricenth—What balances remain due by Collectors, Inspectors, and all other

Iublic Accountants, after the lapse of the period within which they should have been
accounted for, according to existing laws and regulations. ’
Chartered Banks de. « Fifteenth—Whether under the sanction of Legislative enactment, and for the pur-
positary of public pose of placing Public Accountants beyond the possible temptation of seeking private
monies. advantage from the usc of public moneys, temporarily accumulating in their hands, it
might or might not be expedient to couelude an arrangement with one of the Chartered.
Banks, by which thatinstitution would become the sole depositary of public moneys.and
the mediun of payment of all public debts. ’

“T'o sinplify tho Pub. « Sizteenth—\Vhether it be practicable to simplify the Public Accounts by reducing
hie Acecuntsly redu. the number of distinet funds, among which. as now classified, the reccipts and payments.

- l, ) . .
dirtnct fund. her of ,n account of revenue and expenditure are distributed.

Mode of irsuing war. # Seventeenth—Whether the method hitherto pursued of issuing a separate warrant
rants. for cach payment, miglit or might not, on account of the public service, be advantageously
. modified, so far as relates to fixed and regular heads of expenditure ;—A single warrant
for instance, being issued to the chief officer of a department, for the aggregate amount of°
a!l sums required at a particular period,and payable to the individuals of that dcpartment.
F.2amination of PPub., : . i ’
lie Receipts and Dir. « Eighteenth— W hether the Office of Inspector General, as at present organized and
barsoments. constituted, be adequate, or more than adequate, to the effectual examination and control
of all the accolints and returns of public receipts arnd disbursements rendered to this de-.
parm’xcm, > : : - :

Bulasios. ¢ Ninetcrnth—Whether the salaries allowed in this department are sufficient, or-
' more than sufficicnt, as a compensation for the duties performed—and whether there is-any,
necessity for an increase or a reduction of the assistance at present afforded.

« Twrnticthk— Whether every item of receipt and expenditure, in which the public.’
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N et et e

have any interest, be regularly and duly brought under the review of this department—if Regeip:l‘ &e. brougmf

C 1 1 i i teal : YIS under the review o
not, the Committee will state the particulars of any failure or omission, with their sugges- *- Departent
twns thereupon. R

« As the object of the appointment of this Commission is to investigate gencrally all Commissionera to in.

matters of public interest connccted with the several departments—this Committee will Testigate all matters
understand, that they arc not restricted to limit their inquiries by, the strict letter of the pefied with the seve.

forcuoiny querics, but that in the full spirit of the same, they are to pursue any course of ral Departments.
investigation which may appear to them expedient.”

When this Committee was first organized for the purpose of following
out the line of investigation prescribed by the above iastructions, it hecame
an indispensable object to understand, from a careful analysis of their con-
tents, the precise nature, cxtent, and limits of the inquiries necessary to be
prosccuted, to enable it to.answer the design of the Executive, by reporting’
with effect and exactitude on the important department subjected to its con-
templated investigations.

After a mature consideration of the scope and bearing of those instruc-
tions, and for the purpose of condensing its jnquiries into fixed and ascertained
limits, the Committee has resolved, under three distinct heads or divisions,
.o ecmbrace the various objects to which its attention has been directed.

First Division.—It is proposed in the First Division to comprise the . - ...~
several contemplated inquiries of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th and prises 1, 2.3 16, 17,
20th heads of the above Instructions, by prosccuting an investigation into the 18,19.and20th heads
Department of the Inspector General of Public Accounts,.and the Sy SLeIn ting to InspectorGan-
pursued in his office ; ascertaining the nature and extent of the business there- ! of Fublio Ac.
in transacted ; the method of checking and controlling the Public Receipts '
and Expenditure ; the efficiency or inefficiency of that Department as at pre- _
scnt organized; and generally whether the system, by which the same is now

rcgulatzd, be susceptible of any improvenent.

‘Second Division—Under the Second Division it is proposed to follow up second Division, on
the inquiry suggested by the Seventh head of Instructions, by instituting ancollecting duties on
inquiry into the present system of collecting the Duties on Imports, and on b i et ome:
Shop, Tavern, Still, and other Licenses; and, considering the sufficiency or Laws
inadequateness of the Revenue Laws by which those duties are intended to

be enforced and violation or evasion of their provisions punished.

Third Division.—Uunder the Third Division a general inquiry is pro- TR Divisicn, em.
posed to be instituted, calculated to embrace the 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th, 9th, 10th, instructions from No.
11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th heads of the Instructions, into the present 41 15 inclusire, pro-
system of transmitting Returns to the Inspector General by the various Public mitting roturas to 1.
Accountants; the power. of that Officer. to enfore the prompt and regular jecior Geroral by
transmission of such Returns from all Officers entrusted with the receipt of countants
collection of public moneys, Inspectors, Collectors, Sheriffs, Magistrates, or '
other functionaries ; the means that exist of checking the expenditure of pub-
lic moneys entrusted to Parliamentary Commissioners. 'To ascertain the
balances due by Public Aecountants for which they are in arrear ; whethera
Chartered Bank might not advantageously be made the Depository of all
public moneys, and the medium of payment of all public debts, and generally

te guggest any improvement of which the present system is capable.
——<S -
PIRST DIVISION. '
OFFICE OF THE _INSPECTOR GENERAL.

__In cntering on the discussiorig incidental to a consideration of the Tst
Division of the ir.::eded investigation, the committee has first sought the in-

-~
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 formation necessary for a right’ understanding of the system under which the

oftice of the Inspector General is conducted.

As the natural means of clucidating the nature and organization of that
important Department, the committee has caused a series of interrogatories,
grounded principally on the Instructions from the Exccutive, to be adminis-
tered to the head of the Department, and also to his Senior Assistant.

In deciding on the linc of inquiry to be adopted-in framing these inter-
rogatories, duc consideration was had to the nature of the office, of the inter-
nal condition of which information was required.

It was recollected that the Inspector General of Public Accounts, with

.one small and somewhat anomalous exception to be hereafter noticed, could

considered 0 Pudlic not himself be considered a Public Accountant.—lIIis office was not the me-

accountant fwith one
cxception.

Duties of Inspector

Geaeral.
\

dium through which moneys were reccived or disbursed on account of the
public service. It was his duty to check and control the accounts and returns
‘of others to whom such moneys were entrusted, and to see that punctuality
and correctness were duly observed by them, but personally that officer was
unconnccted with the responsibility or custody of public moneys.

It was on the system under which hé had to control the accounts of
others, and the sufficiency of that system to answer the ends for which it was
designed, in ensuring method and punctuality in the management of the Public
Accounts, and detecting error or defalcation where such occurred, that the
committee was desirous to be fully informed, and, to obtain such information,
decided on the course of inquiry to which allusion has been made. |

To these interrogatories a series of answers, drawn up with great appa-
rent candour and attention, has been received from the Inspector General.
From the senior Clerk in that Department, answers have also been received.

As the best means of developing the various duties of that important

office, the committee would refer to the following lucid epitome of the same,
extracted from the answers of that officer. | '

, DUTIES OF INSPECTOR GENERAL.
« It is his duty,—

« st To see that all accounts or claims against the Government are fully supported
by vouchers and authoritics, and that all public moneys issued are duly applied to the

“purpose for which they were intended, and regularly and truly accounted for.

«2nd. To sce that the Revenucs of every kind are regularly and in due form brought
to account, and to call upon the officers respectively concerned for all necessary docu-
ments and explanations. :

«3rd. To be careful that no deductions or diminutions in the receipt of the Revenue,
and no expenses, take place which are not established by law, or by tEe authority of the
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, or by order of the Licutenant Governor. =

“ q:h. To examine, enter, and countersign all warrants for the issue or cxpeuditufe
of public moncy, previously to their recciving the Lieutenant Governor’s signature.

“ 5th. To report upon the Petitions of persons applying for privilege in respect of
grants of Iands as U. E. Loyalists, or their children, or as Military claimauts, or as settlers
under certain restrictions, froni the Secretary of State,

-« 6th. To prepare and report statements of the Receipts and Expenditure of the
Public Revenue, and submit estimates relative. to the public service when required, for

. the use or information of the Executive Government or the Legislature.

“7th. To provide for the maintenance of the Light Houses, and to pay their
keepers. - : ; "
>
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“8th. To report, as occasion myy require, upon all matters relating to the Revenue,
which may be brought under the netice of the Lieutenant Governor, by appeal against
the proceedings of Revenue Officerg, or in any other manner.

« The superintendence of the coljection of duties of customs, and the duties on licenses .
of various descriptions, devolves on this office, and is embraced in the foregoing state- ¥
ment.” . ;

e ' .
From the above abstract 3 correct idea may be formed of “the nature
and extent of the business, Which is, and for some time past has been, trans-

acted in this Department.” '
) i

1t will be seen of what vity}] impo\‘tapce to the proper working of the %&p:::le;t of vita
whole machinery by which the public business is transacted, must always be '™ '
the regularity or derangement of this superintending Department.

Any laxity or carelessness permitted to interfere with its checking and
controlling functions, must sooper or later most seriously affect the interest
of the public, while, on the other hand, a vigilant and rigid superintendence
must insure method and regularity in the various branches subject to the
scrutiny of this office, and error, negligence, or defalcation, be rapidly dis-
covercd and corrected. :

It would appear from the information before the committee, that, with the
exceptions above being noticed, the business now transacted in that Depart-
ment is of the nature that shoyld cause it properly to devolve thereon, and
that no portion of it could With gdvantage to the public service be transferred
to any other. '

With respect to the assigning new duties to this office, the following
parts’of this Report may be foynd to suggest altcrations on the existing sys-
tetn, which, if adopted, may cayse certain additional duties to devolve on the
Inspector Genera}.’

— i

;g. E. LOYALISTS. .

By a reference to the foregoing abstract of the duties of that office, it U- B Loyalisu.
will be found under the 5th head, that “ To report upon the Petitions of per- fand basiness for
sons applying for privilege 1n yespect of grants of land as U. E. Loyalists or part of dutios of that
their children,” forms a part of the ordinary duties. office.

From an attentive consideration of the resent state of the claims of the
U. E. Loyalists—the time that has elapsed since the issuing of the Royal
Proclamatnon:ﬂ promising lia.nds to that meritorious class of subjects—the ex- .
ceeding difficulty under the present system of equitably dealing with the de- Gtsoting Lanistou,
cendants of the original settlers—the committee is induced to recommend R clom. " TrOUER to
the adoption of some plan calculated to bring to & close all granting or trans-

ferring of land to any claimants of the Royal Bounty to U, E. Loyalists. o

At the time when thé firgt regulations were promulgated, a reasonable
and generally certain method was observed in identifying any applicant.—
From the personal knowledge of the Justices of the Peace in each District
was sought a_certificate that the individual presenting himself was indeed
entitled to a share in the boupty of the Crown. For many years sufficient
certainty was thus ensured. But as, in the natural course of things, theold . ..
Magistrates, familiar with all the early settlers in this thinly peopled District,
ceased gradually to exist, and it became necessary that.their successors of
another generation should equally certify as to the identity of the descen-
dants of the first Loyalists, the inadequacy of the 'ystem became apparent.

) ] .
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Increans of popals. - 'T'he increasing population and number of persons in each District of
teon crused doception .. 2 A v qe et
namnes sinilar to those in the U, E. lists, it is to be feared, opencd a door-
* to much attcinpted deception. . >

The Inspector General, in a Report oni those'claims lately made to the
Licutenant Governor, has clearly pointcd out the difficulties that pervade
the present systen.

Tle constant recurrence of similir names in the Iists is \yﬁeﬂ perplex-
ing and deceptive, and, before existing tribunals, mistakes, asfo the weight
and admnissibility of evidence adduced to support a disputed pedigree, may
sortctines be presumed to oceur. ' __— ‘

Plan  mgaested by Fram the time that has elapsed sinee the date of the Proclamation, and

“Inspector General foe from the reflection that almost ail the children of the old Loyalists must

ot U T v have attained to years of discretion, the Committee is induced to submit
for consideration, a plan suggested by the Inspector General for finally clo-
sin the U. E. Loyulists’ Accounts, in a manner cqually creditable to the
original generosity of the Crown, and just to that meritorious class of sub.
*jects and their surviving descendants.

By this plan it i5 proposed to establish in cach District a local tempor-

District Doards  to A ~. . .
e esiablished. ary Board, composed of individuals named by the Exccutive, and possessing
knowledze and experience adequate to the task of hearing and justly deter-

mining adverse claims,

Fach to sit threo Each Board shall be directed to sit and adjourn three times, giving am-

b ple notice through every public channcel of the appointed time when claims
for privilege, in respect of U. E. Lovalists or their children, should be
heard. :

After the last public meeting of the Board the U. E. lists should be

After lam mocting U- finally clozed, and all unproduced claims for ever barred.  The Judge of the
omcd 0 District Court, or other functionary acquainted with the ordinary laws of
' evidence, anight form one of ,the Board in anticipation of the occurrcnee of

questions demanding some legal knowledge.

A similar conclusion could be arrived at in a much less complicated or

Notico 1 bo puttish. CYPENSIVE, though perhaps not equally popular way, by dirccting the publica-.
od. tion of Notices over the Province that, after a certain reasonable period to be
decided on, no application for a U. I. claim would be entertained by the.

Exccutive Council; and thus, by a slight alteration, might be brought to

a close thiese long protracted and perplexing clainis.

LIGHT HOUSES, ~.
__ Ina preceding part of this Report, an exception was néticed to the rule:
“that the Inspector General could not be considered a Public Accountant.

In ehat o Lusnce. Supcrintending the various Light Houses, contracting for the necessary

tor General s ¢or. SUpplics and paying the salaries of their Keepers, forms the exception; and

sidored 2 public “ac- the committee, while recognizing the propriety of continuing that Officer in

sountant. his present duty of inspecting those places, is inclined to recommend such
a change in the existing system as would transfer to another department the
payment of moneys necessary for the due maintenance of those indispensa-.
ble protcciions to navigation. : . '

The Inspector General could give the ordinary certificates of the suins
required, and the Receiver General be properly deputed to disburse the ne-
cessary amount from the Public Funds. It is thus proposed to relieve the
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Inspector General from the onl)‘Y duty, by the performance of which he can
be regarded as a Public Accountant, '

INSPECTION OF LIGHT HOUSES.
ght Houses should

. . Li
It has been recommended to the committee, and appears desirable, thatbe periodically in. -
the various Light Houses should be periodically visited and inspected by *rected: '
some competent person to be deputed for that service.

SYSTEM OF ACCOUNTS.

From the information obtained by the committee, it is enabled to sub- System of Aceounts.
mit the following statement of the manner in which the Accounts of the In-
spector General's Department are distributively arranged, referring to the
answers of that Officer appended hereto for further information on the
subject.

LIST OF OFFICE BOOKS.
1st—Warrant Bool:s.

A. Duties 14 Geo. 3d, chapter 88—transferred after passage of 1 Wm. 4,
chapter 14, to Provincial Fund, and Book therefore closed.

B. Provincial Fund.

D. Canada Company Payments. ’

. Clergy Reserve Rents.

I*. Certain Crown Land Salesy

G. Sums voted for Civil Lists, closed.

1. Provincial and Crown Fund—Civil List, closed.

I. Produce of Sale of School Reserves. o

K. King’s Rights.

I.. Law Society Fees,

- 2nd—Confiscated Estates—(closed.)
3rd.—Law Books.

Book containing the U. E. List—Minutes of Examinations on Land Patents
—Reports of Commissioners under Heir and Devisee Acts.

4th.-——Corrcg;onJencc.

Authorities Book, in which are entered the Orders or Instructions sanctioning
disbursements and regulating the Inspection of Accounts and Claima.

Opinions Book, in which are recorded the opinions of the Law Officers of
_the Crown upon questions touching the just construction of the Lawsa
-relating to the Revenue and the Duties of the Department.

Letter Book, official. Letter Book, demi-official.

Report Book, recently introduced,

. Sth.—Accounts.

Book for cntering of all Public Accounts. )

Book for entry of remarks on Public Accounts preparatory to Audit.

Book for entry of Crown Lands and Timber Account.

Book for entry of Clergy Reserves Sales—~Accounts.

Book containing the Returns and Accounts-current of Colléctors of Customs.,
Books containing the Returns of Inspectors.

Books containing the Accounts Current of Inspectors.
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Book containing various Accounts Current. - :
Book containing Accounts of Proceeds] of Sales of Articles Seized and
Condemned. ‘
Book containing the Returnsof Duties on Imports collected in Lower Canada.
Book containing the distribution of Money paid to the Receiver General and
%erigdically carried to the credit of the several Public Accounts or
unds, ‘

In addition to these books, among which the accounts of the office are -
now distributed, a book has been commenced ¢ in which separate accounts
are to be opened for eacfi advance of public money by Act of Parliament,
as appropriations or loans which are to be refunded to the Public Treasury
with interest.” ' '

BOOKS FOR PUBLIC DEBT.

Booksfor PulicDett 1t i8 proposed by the Head of the Department, and the proposition meets
recommended to be with the decided approbation of the Committee, to open a set of Books for

ket the various Debentures now composing the Public Debt, and in which every
thing relating thereto, should be regularly entered, so that at any time the
fullest information of the actual state of the Public Finances, the amount of

~ outstanding Debentures, the interest thereon, and the periods of their res-

pective contemplated redemption, could readily be afforded from that office.,

352:52?‘2‘:’ P, The Receiver General has always been regarded as the superintendent

porindont and mana. and manager of the Public Debt; but there 18 every reason to anticipate’
per, o the Public improvement, or at least additional perspicuity in the working of the ma-
. chinery of the same, were this Department enabled,” by keeping an account

Tho above proposi- Of everything connected with that debt, to form a check on any possible de-
tion vould form & rangement in the regulation of the same arising in.the Department, to whose
' management it. i3 now solely entrusted. : '

Further assistanco in To carry into effect this contemplated improvement, and-also to ensure
:*::sgf;ce may be ne- the performance of certain additional duties which may devolve on this De-
’ partment in the event of the adoption of alterations hereinafter to be suggest-
ed by the Committee, it is not improbable but that further assistance than is

afforded by the present establishment of the office may be found necessary.

SIMPLIFICATION OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

Under the sixteenth head of instructions, the Committee is directed to
J6th Hoad. inquire, “whether it be practicable to simplify the Public Accounts by re-
ducing the number of distinct funds, among which, as now classified, the
receipts and payments on account of Revenue and Expenditure are dis-
tributed 7 -

. In pronouncing an absolute opinion on the practicability of any pro-
posed alteration or amalgamation of the several distinct funds, it would
perhaps have been necessary for the members of the Committee to have
personally experienced the effect of the present system of distribution,

Experience alone can The question is one purely practical and equally ill-adapted for the cen-

test thesysiem  gure of theoretical objection, or.the suggestions of speculative improvement
—actual experience alons can test” the sufficiency of the system and origi-
nate and mature judicious alteration. ' -

+ Funieshoudne 1t i8 recommended by the Head- of the Department, and also by the
contommed, “ld-hs?nior Clerk therein, that a condensation of thlzzegeveral funds should take
place. ' th

.
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In a preceding part of this Report, a statement of the several distinct Yarious Accounts to
. . . . e Gencral
Funds is givems It is suggested that when the proposed surrender of the account.
Crown IFunds to the disposal of the Provincial Legislature shall have taken
place, that the accounts now separately known as Funds K. D. F. and B,
may with advantage to the Public Service be consolidated into one Account,
to be denominated “ The General or Provincial Fund.” ’
'The Fund marked D, composing the Canada Company payments, and
now kept separate by order of the Imperial Government, must soon become

extinct, as the engagements of the company shall be fulfilled.

Fund F, created by the sale of certain Crown Lands, is now capable of ;‘l‘l'n“”‘n‘j;;‘ in ar-
being merged in Fund K. 1Tt is also suggested that Fund L need not be con- tige, funds,
tinued in the hands of the Receiver General, as being made up of Fees and .
helonging to the Law Society ; it might now with propriety be kept by the
Treasurer of that corporation. C : :

- In the event of those alterations being.effected, it appears from the in-
formation before the Committee that there would remain the following Funds :
A, the General or Provincial Fund; B, the Clergy Rents Fund; C, the
Grammar School Fund. There might also be occasionally some special
I'und to comprise Accounts temporarily kept for any particular purpose of
periodical occurrence. : '

In the answer received from the senior Clerk in that Department, that
zentleman divides the number of “distinct Funds into.which the present divi-
<ions may be condensed into four, thus: - ik

The Provincial Revenue,
" 'The Casual and Territorial,
The School, - o
. The Clergy.

It is presumed, however, that the first statement is predicated on the ces-
=ion of the Casual and Territorial Revenues to the Provincial Legislature.

The proposed simplification certainly bears on its front every appear- L
ance of practicabillty agd probable utility., 1If, on being put to the test, it ,‘,2*.’233";';5?3;"&?5
be found to equal in practice its theoretic advantages, much perspicuity and cipsted:
improvement in, the present system .of keeping the Public Accounts may be
fairly anticiptifed. ’

—————

ISSUING OF WARRANTS.

After making the necessary inquiries to elucidate the workings of the pgun syetem of s
system under which Warrants are now issued, the Committee cannot hesi- saing Warrants ob.
tate to assert its opinion, that many objections may be reasonably taken tolctionsbl:
the same, on the several grounds of unnecessary labour, intricacy, and de-
lay. Under the present system it appears that semi-annually a separate .= -
warrant in duplicate is required for the payment of every individual haying a
claim against the Government for services done in any department or capa-
city. The body of this warrant must be transcribed no less than thirteen
times in the different offices. . ' ‘

A reference to the printed statement of Public Accounts furnished to Labour beatowed us.
the Legislature will give an idea of the amount of labonr that must be bestow=1em. "
¢d under the present system on the issuing of warrants, when the number of
persons there appearing to be paid is taken into consideration, and the for-

mulas and work actually required for each case.
. 1474
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Tho plan of the Ia.
spector Gencral
desarab'o.

Pay Limms to bLe ren.
dered in qua dupli-
cato,

See Appendix.

Sb0 Appen-hx.

Paymentof Su'arivs.

~3
T

Coalingoncies.
!
-

Objoction to the pro.
posed plan.

Objocti.n abviated,

w

A plan has been submitted by the Inspector General which, if adopted,
there 1s ever. reason to believe, would be found t be exempt from the incon-
venience, complicated lubours, and delay with which the present system may
fairly be charged.

Itis proposed that at the end of each period at which payments are to be .
made, the head of each Department shall transmit to the Inspector Generala
Departmental Pay List in quadruplicate, according to the form laid down in
a paper miarked X. appended to this Report.  In this list would be specified
thie several amounts due to individuals in the oflice. It would be signed by
the head of the Department, who would hand it to the Inspector General.

A acicral Abstract (according to the form of the paper marked Y, ap-
pended to this Report) would then be compiled from the Departmental Re-
turns in duplicate, and be transmitted. by the Inspector General to the Pro-
vincial Secretary.  In this would be set forth the individuals to whom por-
tions of Salarics might be due, departmentally divided, and opposite to each
name in that abstract would be the signature of the individual acknowledging
the receipt of the sum opposite his name, as in full of the amount due him on
account of his Salary in his particular office. A general warrant (according
to the form of the paper marked Z, appended to this Report) is then pro-
posed to be sent from the Exccutive Government to the Receiver General,
by which that functionary is directed and authorized to pay to the several
persons named in the accompanying abstract, to which reference has been
already made, the several sutus set opposite their names, in full of their Salaries
for the periods therein mentioned, on their signing their names to the same.
Accordmyg to this systein one warrant would answer the purposes of about
thirty now required. : '

It is also submitted that a similar course could be pursued with respect
to the contingencies of each Department, and.also that perhaps a more advi-
sable plun would be to make up warrants prepared from the separate returns
of each Department.

The Inspector General considers his plan open to theé objection, that,
‘it would render cach Head of g Department an Accounting Officer quoad
the payment of his clerks, which by the other method is avoided.”

The Commitice is, however, of opinion, that this objection could at once
be obviated by so fur modifying the proposed arrangement, by providing that
the Head of the Department should receive only his own salary, and each
of his subordinates, on signing the Pay List in the Receiver General’s Office,
could obtain his own proportion,

———

" ADEQUACY OI' DEPARTMENT. ;

The Committec has already alluded to the probability of additional
assistance being required in the office of the Inspector General, in the event
of the adoption of alterations herein recommended.

The improvements suggested by the Head of the Deﬁartment to carry
out what .extra scts of books might be required, would perhaps render such
assistance indispensuble.

As at prescnt organized, without any of those contemplated additions to
its dutics, the Department may be considered adequate ¢ to the effeetual
examination and control of all the accounts and returns of public receipts
and disbursements rendered thereto.”
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SALARIES. -

'The salaries in this Department seem to be according to the same scale Salarics of the De
that regulates the other offices, and the Committee is not prepared to offer P*=>*
‘any remarks on the propriety of effecting any alteration in their amount.

The Committee is of opinion that so far as the present state of Legis- Prosent Legislatire
Jative enactments will permit, that “every item of receipt and expenditure, in ®actinonts.
which the public have any interest, is regularly and duly brought under the '
review of this Department.” | _

" In the subsequent parts of this Report, the committee will venture to Alterations suggest
suggest certain alterations, which, if thought worthy of adoption, will, it igd by theCommittes
hoped, have the effect of rendering the Department of the Inspector General
more adequate to it original design of being the means of effectually check-
ing and controlling the Public Accounts of the Province—detecting error,
neglect, or default, if any exist, and insuring method and punctuality in the
various offices subject to its superintendance.

'SECOND DIVISION.
- THE REVENUE.

By the 7th head of its instructions the committee is directed to inquire .. aetions to Com.
% whether there be means of knowing that due diligence is observed by the mittee.
respective officers in the collection of the duties on Imports. and on Shop, fmport daties and
Tavern, Still, and other Licenses, as also in punishing such persons as may licenses on shops, -
be detected in attempts at fraudulent evasions of the Revenue Laws,” stills, &s. .

In prosecuting the inquiries necessary for an exposition of the present
system of collecting the Revenue, and of punishing infractions of its regu-
lations, so far as is required by this head of its instructions, the committee
is awdre of the great extent and importance of the subject submitted for its
investigation. o '

. A much more protracted inquiry, and a wider range of examination
and reflection than present circumstances will admit, would perhaps be desi-
rable, were a full review of the whole Revenue Laws of the Province, and
an analysis of their apparent merits or imperfection, with a;()fropriate sug-
aestions of alteration and improvement, required at the hands of the com-
mittee. ' '

In adherring, however, to the spirit of its instructions,”the committee
has prosecuted its inquiries as far as possible, considerably beyond the letter
of its directions, but not further than a correct understanding of the subject
would demand. '

In inquiring into” * the duties on Imports and on Shop, Tavern, . Still, Duties on imports &
‘and other Licenses,” it will be found convenient to divide the subject intothops and other L.
two parts,—one relating to the collection "of duties on Imports,—the other™ ‘
comprising that branch of the Revenue exclusively Provincial, under which
Shop, Tavern, Still, and other Licenses are rcgulated. :

COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS.

In commenting on the first part of the subject, it will be necessary to
advert to that class of accountants intrusted with the enforcing of the duties

on Imports.’



40 Report on Public Departments. [5th Scss. 13th Parl.

—— = e e — - B - e e

Ports of Entry, In this Province there are-now thirty=six Ports of Entry-and Clearanee,
over cach of which a Collector of Customs is appointed - by the Executive
Government.  ‘The duties of the officers are prescribed by acts ef the Impe-
rial Parliament, and also in part by Provincial enactments,

The Imperial Act 3 and 4, Wm. 4th, chap. 59, regulates thc amount of
imposts charged on goods imported, and makes sundry general regulations
for the collection of these rates. Tl Provincial Act 4, Geo. 4th, chap. 11,
imposes certain regulations, and points out the nature of the Collector’s
remuneration and when and how his returns are to be made. Each Collec-
tor is bound to make rcturns to the office of the Inspector General within
. forty days froin the expiration of cach quarter,—~31st. March, 30th June, 30th

September, and 31st December, in each year.—Within the same period he
is bound to remit to the Receiver General the amount,of Revenue by him
collected, otherwise he forfeits his allowance. ,

/

Pruties of Collectors,

_;illowancc to Collectors. - /

/

He is allowed 50 per cent. on sums collected until his stipend amounts

:—‘3"“0" remunera: to £100 ; but in the event of collections exceeding £1000, he 18 allpwed 124

“ per cent. on £1000 and 5 per cent. on all sums above that, till his compensa-
tion shail reach £300 per annum. '

D ——

HAWKERS AND PEDLARS.

:;"”t‘f“’i:uimz‘e"‘;‘:; By Statute 56, Geo. 3rd. chap. 34, Licenses to Hawkers, l’cdlaré, and
Licenses. Petty Chapmen are directed to be issucd by the Collectors.
AUCTIONEERS..
By Statute 58. Geo. 3rd, chap. 6, Licenses to Auctioneers are also
issuable by these officers. C
PROHIBITION OF CERTAIN ARTICLES.
Jmporiation of cer By the authority_of the Imperial Legislature, certain articles were

tain articles into this declared contraband and prohibited from being imported into these Provinces.
E;°‘{;l';°°m5:g:;;‘;“g‘}.To give cffect to this provision of the Parliament, a great change in the sys-
the Inperal Farlia- tem of collecting the customs of this Province would be imperatively required.
ment. With a frontier of many huridred milcs in extent, accessible in” nearly all
parts by water, and in many places only separated by a river or conventional
line from a foreign nation, a Collector of Customs in each Port would find

; areat difficulty in the way of enforcing the present Revenue Laws,

A Frontier Establish A numerous and well-appointed establishnient, under the superinten-

mentnecomaiy: dence of active and intelligént Officers, and adequate to the duty of constantly
guarding™the Provincial fronticr, from the St. Lawrence to Lake Huron,
could alonc ensurc a tolerably rigid observance of the ordinances of the Im-
perial and Colonial Parliaments, : o

When articles of ordinary and nccessary consumption, which can be
mlungd;lg:;mls fr held at & low rate in one country, are forbidden: to_be introduced into one
closely bordering on it, where the same articles will bring a much higher

price, strong and generally irresistible inducements are held out to the prac-

tice of smuggling 5 a crime in all countries looked on as onc of no very

heinous moral guilt, however subversive it be to the well being of society in.
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“diminishing the resources of the State, and bringing into contempt the .
autherity of its Laws, ,

No preventive service, hlowever formidable or vigilant, has ever been
fonnd adequate to the totul prevention of illicit ‘traffic. The commiittee
would instance the South-eastern shore of England, which, from its propinquity
to the Continent, will furnish a striking illustration of the truth of this position. -

"There, with probably the most efficient and numerous preventive service
in the world, between Portsmouth and London Bridge, more infractions of
the Revenue Laws are said to occur than in any other part of England; and
contests are perpetually yroing on between the officers of the Crown and the
daring and often successful violators of the Law. T

No successive failure can deter these attempts ; one successful run is
held to compensate for three abortive schemes, so great is the gain by elu-
ding cither total prohibitions or exorbitant duties.

The higher the duty imposed by law, of course the greater the tempta-
‘1on to clude its payment ; when the article is contraband, the inducement is
rommonly heightened by the general anticipation of the high price to be ob-
tained by its successful introduction.

Now, to apply those gencral remarks to this Province. It is a -fact,
+qunlly notorious and lamentable, that infractions of the Revenue Laws are g ,oice 1ows ovaded
of duily and hourly occurrence, and the loss to the Public Treasury propor-
dionately great. :

Smugibde

‘SMUGGLING OF TEA.

The article of Tea, for instance, which is declared contraband by the :
Ymperial ‘Act, will furnish a ready illustration. It is a fact of which every smupgiing of Tes.
‘observant mind is fully cognizant, that at ieast nine-tenths of the Tea con-
sumed in the Province are brought in by illicit traffic from the United States,

There it can be had at a low rate ; here it will bring a lighly remunerating
price.

‘-

The fair Trader purchases at Montreal the article imported through the
legitimate chamnels; his neighbour supplies his store from the cargo of the
successful smuggler at a much lower rate; sells at the same, or perhaps lower
price than the honest tradesman, and thus obtains a decided advantage by
eluding a law which defeats, by an over strictness, its own design, and an
almost irresistible temptation is held out to the injured Merchant to joih in a
profitable though unlawful traffic, from which great gain and but trifling risk
may be anticipatcd, and to which society seems to attach no moral turpitude.

Its injurious effects,

So Jong as the relative prices of Tea in the United States and in Canada Inequality of prices
remain as they are, whether occasioned by the difference of expense in the fctis the U. 8.
carriage, or of the taxes imposed at the Sea-ports, so long will the present '
laws be evaded with impunity.. '

In the first place, our extended frontier would require for its adequate
protcction an enormous preventive establishment, on somewhat the same
footing, and perhaps at a greater expense than that maintained in England,
which this Province would never be willing, or, in fact, able to maintain; in
the second place, additional checks should be placed on the venders of the
articles, and further inquisitorial power be given to the Revenue Officers, to
enable them even with an-increased establishment to detect and punish

transgressors,
sL
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f:;:{;i;‘i;ﬁ“f;“c‘l‘}' of the Considering how completely the exceeding rigour of the Imperial Sta-

) tute, in declaring this article, with others, contraband, has defeated it origi-
nal intention, and that an immense loss to the .resources of the country is
occasioned by the delay in adopting a more judicious system—the commit-
tec would strongly urge the propriety and expediency of placing before the
British Legislature m its true light the positive results and experienced in-
applicability of its former enactinent. . .

It might be submitted tlmt were 'l'icr) moderate duty put upon the now
[)thlblt(‘d articles, not high enough to render its evasion worth encounter-
A modeste duy ing the risk and inconvenience of smuggling, a very large addition would
T s " he made 1o the Revenue of the Province from a quarter from whence no-
thing i= now contributed, and where a moderate tax would be equzﬁl) cqun-

uble and remuncrative.

This would be the surest method of correcting what there can be no
hesitation in designating as a crying abuse, and w ould at once strike at the
root of the O\Mmrf evil, :

But in the event of no alteration being attainable in the Imperml Sta-
tute, it may he roqmrcd of this committee to devise some plan by which the
dignity of the law, as it now stands, may be more effectually \mdlcated

\

In atiempting any amelioration of the present sy stem by Provincial Le-
vislation, the committce cannot disguise from itself the exceeding difficulty
of the task. Any fresh prousxon which it may recommend will, it is feared,
involve as a neeessary incicent to its efliciency, an increase in tho Custom”s
cstablishment, and it is then to be considered whether the increased expense
‘would not neutralize any anticipated benefit.

Activity of Cullectors - From the information laid before the committee, it ¢ pears that in ge-

:,'l:nilcs].“"u “muggled peral the several Collectors are very active in the seizure of smuggled goods ;
~but the local causes before noticed, must render even the most unwearied
perseverance and industry almost umvmlm(r, and every day brings a fresh
instance of the successful result of smugzgling and the mefﬁcnency of the
bafiled laws.

Sufiosent powors ot "1t would appear, however, that sufficient power is not given to;the Collec-

rren to Coleetors. tor of Customs of prosecuting the searches necessrlry to detect and seize
sroods suspected of being contraband or of having evaded the payment of the
lcg'xl dutics. -

“allectors led astray Collectors are constantly led astray by the differences that exist between
:"{;:J dx'l'.’:"l':.'.;.lrl:'u the Imperial and Provincial Acts regulating the Customs. The Provincial

and Provine.. Ams. €Nactment prevails so far as it may not be repealed or super=eded by the pro-
-visions of the Impcrial Act. '

bt ruttions, S . The Committec adopts the opinion that every Collcctor should be ﬁlrnNh—

bo-tfurnivhed Cnilee. €d from the office of the Inspector General, with a carefully drawn manual of

s by the Tuspestor jnstryctions and epitome of the ‘anous coactments rclcvant to the perfor-
mance of his duties. -

S
.

Reywsion of the Re. In proposing any alteration in the laws the Comimittee is aware of the
venus Lavs neces necessity of great caution being used in any attempt at change. There is
sary,
strong ground for assuming that the present state of the Revenue Laws calls
. loudly for revision. If this, however, were not effected with due care, and a
careful adaptation of any fresh provisions to"the wants and circumstances of
the country, it would possibly be productive of more detriment and confusion
than any contemplated advantages could possibly counterbalance.

It is also to be considered that a rl%ld excise law, with extenswe inquisi-
torial powers, if introduced, would be almost certain to become the object of
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yiopular dislike and serious complaint. In the Parent State its pressure is
often severely felt and made the subject of violent animadversion.

From information received by the committee, it appears that the prin- Ten and Fish Oils
cipal objects of illicit traffic in this Province are Tea and Fish Oils, of which JR2o z2uees ©

large quintities are constantly being imported. )

As to the extent to which this traffic is carried on, the committee finds
it impossible to form any sure calculation. -The discontinuance of the bounty
to the Oils of British Pisheries within the last few years, by raising the price, ..
. . . e . Sy . v . . . induce.
of that article ‘has, in all probability, given higher inducements to the intro- ments.
duction of the cheaper Oils from foreign states. . , '

It is suggested from an experienced quarter that not less than Three Amount of Tez an.
e - . X . nually smuggled.
I'housand Chests of Tea are annually brought in smuggling to the Port of ™7 *sE%
‘'oronto alone. ' ' : : : '

H-is suggested to the committee, that a permit should be required for all , pemit should bo
foreign goods carried from one British Port to another, and that forfeiture required on Foreign
<hould punish a breach of this direction. At present Collectors are required ~*°™
and obliged to give this permit, but the regulation is rendered nugatory by
the absénce of any penalty for its infraction. It is also stated that no check
exists in goods arriving coastwise, and that in consequence numerous frauds
on the Revenue are committed. . , .

~ At the Port of 'Toronto the want of a Wharf, or Storehouse, complete-
Iy under the controul of the Revenue Officer, is frequently felt, as,  under
the present system there is no controul over the Wharfingers, and Goods arec -
frequently delivered without any authority from the Collector.” From the
same cause, also, difficulty, is stated to exist in the examination of packages gutiiso of a plan for
in the presence of the public on the open Wharves. The committee would the protection of tho
heg to call attention to the following outline ofia plan laid before the Inspec-
tor General, and by him transmitted to it. It|is drawn by an intelligent in-
dividual, being on or near the frontieér, and may be taken as a fair specimen
of the many schemes for the protection of the\ Revenue necessarily predi-
cated on the existence of active and well-organized customs and excise esta-
blishments.  After proposing the appointment of a new officer, to be called
i General Surveyor or Inspector, to whom certain Districts or limits should
be assigned, “ whosefirst duty should be to examine frequently the Collector’s
Books, and check the articles and charges entered by them ;” doing so at
iliregular periods to ensure constant checks on those officers, it is-proposed
that— : o o

Revenuo Stores.

“ Every clearance apd permit be duly registered, and only sufficient time allowed
to convey the Goods to their place of destination, each of those permits to be sent to the
Inspector of districts immediately on the arrival of the Goods, who would thus in many
cases have an opportunity of inspecting the Goods on their arfival, and likewise of doing
so when he met them in transitu. Let the Inspector register and file all such permits,
:ll)“dkon"his visit carefully compare them with the duties charged by the Collectors in their

OOKS. : )

-

With respect to the illicit trade in Tea, the same individual remarks,— &« regardsTen.

“Same as in England, hawking of Tea should be prohibited, and Merchants deal-
ing n Tea should be obliged to enter their names with the General Surveyor sending in
their permits. He to duly register the stock they thus legally get in ; and all teas sold
in quantities exceeding Ibs. to be accompanied by a printed ticket, suﬁplied by
_ the Inspector—a certain number of which to be supplied once a quarter to each Tradegr,
and those not used to be returned and to fill up the counter parts thereof, which should
at all times be open to the inspection of the General Surveyor. The Trader likewise to
be compelled once a week;to enter the total amount he has disposed of irr smaller quan-
tities. Thus a balance of stock could atany time be made, and any introduction of
smuggled Tea to fill up the vacuum made by retail be effectually checked, while smug-
gled Tea in transitu would no longer be able to elude the officers.” ‘ '
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In declining to recommend the adoption of any scheme like the above,
the committee «n addition to its former objection on account of its certain
expense, would desire to call attention to-the fact, that were even an effec-
tive svstem in, active operation, no corresponding benefit wpuld accrue to the
Revenue.

Ter contrabind Ly "The Imperial Act declares Tea altogether contraband, and, therefore, tlic
binnrial, Act - ereation of a large establishment to prevent its introduction would, it eftici-
ent, deprive the Revenue ol the only aid it now derives from that article

when brought from the United States, namely : the produce of sales of Tea

seized and condemned by rendering attempts at smuggling hazardous, and
. consequently of rarg occurrence. '

—a—————

HAWKING OF TEA.

Hawking of Tea Hawking of Tea, however, under any circumstances should be totally
skould bo furhidden. forhidden, and thus some difficulty be thrown in the way of disposing of it in .
‘ small quantities throughout the country. ) :

The Revenue at present derived from Goods imported from the United
ates, is stated to be cven “ under existing regulations, an increasing Fund.”
The nett procceds thereof for the year 1838 amounted to £13,500 3 54,
forming no inconsiderable item of the Provincial Resources.

~ Revenun from Im. St
ports from U. 8. N

Many asticles free of Many articles from the United States arc allowed free of duty into this .
cuty- country, while the same brought from here to that nation enjoy no recipro-
cal exemption. Hence may be instanced in illustration. There is a tax of
considerable amount on Canadian Wheat and Flour at an American Port,
though- admitted frec into these Provinces. One alleged reason is believed to
be the desire to draw through the great highway of the St. Lawrence the pro-
duce of the northern part of this continent, instead of compelling producers
to seck an outlet through the channcls provided by the cnterprize of our
American neighbours. It has often been doubted however, if experience has
justified the wisdom of this measure, or if something of a nearer approach
Reciprocaty of duties to reciprocity of duties between this country and the neighbouring nation
: would not be productive of more positive good than the present arrangement.

Those important national questions are not however within the sphere
of the inquiries of this committee—the combined wisdom of the Imperial and.
Provincial Legislatures can alone find a remedy for evils proved to exist.

It may be here noticed, that a system has been introduced in England, .
which is said to stand the test of experience for the collection of certain duties.

; In certain districts the duties ofa particular class are put up for compe- -
Farming of duues in tition annually, and are farmed by the purchaser, who gives adequate secu-
- Englend. rity to the Government, and of course for his own interest makes every
' exertion to detect and prevent violations of the law : he acts as the Informer,
and the Government enforces the law against offenders.  Some taxes difficult
of collection are said to b¥ advantagcously farmed in this manner.

. Iy ¢ L
The farmers are often large contributors themselves, and experienced
in preventing fraud or cvasions. '

Such a system though at present unknown in this Province, might not
Tho farming of duties L€ Wholly unworthy of consideration: and could be easily tried in one of the
wight bo tnod. - P’Orts near the Fronticr, and its results fully ascertained. It is noticed here
merely as a method found to answer in the Parent state for the collection of
cer:iam dutics difficult to be rigidly enforced and comparatively easy to be

cvaded. -
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In this Province ample room exists for the imposition of additional du- Amely room for im.
ties, and for the enacting of salutary provisions to dispose and regulate the duties. =~
collection of customs, und so to mmnnage this most legitimate source of
Revenue, as 1o be most conducive to the best interests of the Public Ser-

VICOs,

" 'The Committec having thus commented on the present state of the Re-
“venue derived from duties o linports and noticed several imperfections ap- *
parently existing in the system of its collection, has but to express its con-
viction, that no relief from those deficiencies can be obtained till the Legis-
lature shall have decided on the cxpediency of incurring the serious expense g, roiiut but bysigia
_necessary for a rigid enforcement of the law and punishment of those attempt- enforeement of low.
ing to violate its provisions.

~

INSPECTORS OF DISTRICTS,

Inspectors of Districts were created in the first instance by the Provin- Inspectorssf districta
cinl Act 43, Geo. 3rd, chap. 9, the duties of these officers may be summed Mo fnt eresied:
up as follows: To receive applications for, and to issue Licenses to Inn-
keepers, Shop-keepers, by whomespirituous liquors are retailed in quantities y;0, auties.
not less than a quart.—Keepers of Stills and Proprietors of Billiard Tables
and Stcam Boats. Licenses to Inn-keepers are issued on the production by How licens to Ins.
the applicant to the Inspector of the Certificate of the District Magistrates ke stuinsd.
in General Quarter Sessions assembled by whom the amount to be paid for

the License, ranging according to circumstances from £3 to £10, is settled.

Owners of Shops, Stills, Billiard Tables, and Steam Boats receive their ,
Liccnses from the Inspector on presenting a requisition describing the object e licenses.
tor which License is required.

The Inspector is limited by Statutc 4,.Geo. 4th, chap. 13, to the annual How Iaspectors com
compensation by per centage on monies collected to £100.—There is n0 pematedr
provision for the employment or remuneration of a Deputy, nor is any allows
ance apparently made for any extraordinary expense incurred in attempting
the upholding or vindication of the law. 'Thus the whole business of the
District, no matter how populous or extensive, is thrown on one man alone,
and unassisted in his labours. It might reasonably be supposed that every

- lnwful means would be placed at the disposal of a functionary so situated and
every facility be afforded him of detecting any attempted evasion of the law
and of bringing the delinquent to summary punishment.

STATE OF LAWS.

The Committee is obliged to confess that the present state of the Provins
vial Acts relating to the' duties of these officers, seems to preclude the possi- Present state of laws
bility of an efficient discharge of their important functions, and. that most f fmfacis. =
serious injury is inflicted on the resources of the country by the many in-
fractions of the law which there is every reason to apprehend are of daily

occurrence in almost every district of the Province.

By the earlier epactments the Inspector was allowed a per centage of
five per eent on moneys collected ; afterwards, as we have seen, his yearly
stipend was limited to £100, and he had to depend almost completely on the
inducements held out to informera to prosecute infringers of the law, aud re-
ceive a moiety of the penalty recovered. -

. .M
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MOIETY TO INFORMERS.

Moiety to iformers But as if to complete the series of disabilities under which. tle- officers:
" laboured, it was directed by the statute 6 W. 4, chap. 1, that *no.part of
the fines levied under this or any former act should be paid to any informer,™
thus virtually taking away the only means which existed of enablipg a solitary
individual in an extensive district to.attempt the enforcement of the laws.
which he was aware were constantly violated. :

With whatever dislike or disfavour the Legislature or tlie public may
regard that class of persons called informers, a sound policy would never
prohibit their use a3 instruments in the hands of the Revenue officers, or de-
prive thein of the only inducement they hud in assuming a disagreeable ang:
ur)popuhr character. , &

Let the Home District be taken as an illustration of the working of the-
yresent system.—The office of Inspector is filled by the Hon. Alexander-
&1cDouqll, he has no deputy, clerk, or assistant of any description, no pro-.
vision 18 made for the payment of any such, and his own per centage of
£IOQ? per annum precludes his being able to remuncrate any such assistant.

Working of the pre.
sont nystow.

“I'his extensive district with a population of upwards of 60,000 extend-

ing from Toronto te Penctanguishine, and from Whitby to the township of

Homo Ditrivt fice TOTONLO, is utterly free from any local inspection, and the rssuing of Licenses-
fromn theinapectionin:is left almost exclusively .to the parties interested. If they come forward-
offect. and require the necessary license it is given, if not they carry on their busi-
ness without it, and from the constant impunity thus enjoyed by violators of

the law, its provisions have become almost nugatery, and the Revenue is

defrauded to an alarming extent which the present state of the Provincial

finances would but ill seem to warrant.

From the information obtained by the committee-in the progress of 'ils

System of issuing; L jnvestigation it would appear that the present system of issuing Licenses is
et ' capable of great and immediate improvement. It is proposed, therefore, to
: review the various kinds of licenses, the manner of issuing them, and the

checks,. if any that exist to ensure regularity or-correctness.

p———————y

' p:
INNKEEPERS' LICENSES. v

The Licenses to Innkeepers which in every District constitute the bulk
of the aggregate annually issued, are subject to the following regulations.

The applicant goes before the magistrates of the District in Quarter
Repibiuea. Sessions assembled, and obtaius a certificate to the effect that he is allowed
to keep an Inn on obtaining a license, and paying a certain amount therefor,
and giving certain security, after which the party is expected to proceed to
thre District Inspector to whom he pays the fixed aniount and obtain-the
necessary licensc. :

To this system two important objections are instantly apparent, Ist. Do
Tha spstem oigec.0ll persons in the District who keep Taverns apply to obtain certificates ?—
tionstle. »d. Do all persons obtaining such certificates proceed to the District Inspec-
tor and obtain the Jegal license ? ‘To the first of these objections the Commit-
.ee finds some difficulty in yielding a suitable answer, no means being at its

disposal by which the actual fact can be ascertained.

Lcasoning, however, from the analogy of simila? cases where parties
under the like circumstances certainly do infringe the law, it may fafrly be
presumed that omissions occasionally occur. .

.
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The second objection is easily answered, and the Committee from the
informnation laid before it, can unhesitatingly declare that many persons ob-
taining certificates from the Quarter Sessions, do not take out hicense from J
the Inspector. Many also after obtaining certificates delay for many months
applying to that officer.

Midland Distric{.~Thus in the Midlapd District the number of -certifi- -
cates granted for the year 1838 was 159, the number of licenses actually
issued was 139, shewing a loss to the Revenue of the duties on 20 licenses,—
out of the number issued 38 were during the Jast month of the year.

bl . . Y, ) .
Newcastle District.—In the Newcastle District for 1838, 91 certificates
were granted; |56 licenses were issued-—loss 35.

Home Dis{rid.—-;lu the Home District including the city of 'Toronto, 222
certificates were granted—number of licenses issued 180—loss 42.

Gore District.—In the Gore District 173 certificates were granted; 124
licenses wert Tssued—loss 49,

] | | A
In the Eastern, Talbot, Johnstown, Batlurst and London Districts, it is
reported to the committee that similar evasions of the law take place, con-
victions are but rarely obtained, and the penalty still more rarely is en- -
forced. .

~

Inspeetors of Districts make strong complaints of the difficulty of con- .
victing violators of the law, one of the principal of which is that no power f,;'f;:“;;m:;;:;";}
seems to be in the Magistrates of awarding a sufficient punishment on wit- couricting offendera.
nesses, declining to obey the summons to appear. A difficulty also exists of

procuring the attendance of Magistrates to hear the complaint of the Inspec-

tor. ‘ .

‘ .
(By Statute 2, Vict. chap 4, sec. 2, power of imposing fine and im;\)'ris-
onment is given to Justices,—not a3 to amount of fine.) :

"It is also complained that the proof necessary for a conviction fOr See this report, page
breach of the laws regulating Taverns is unnecessarily strict. - It is at all ¥ S
‘times difficult to procure credible witnesses to swear to the fact of spirituous
liquors being actually sold on the premises, and offenders frequently escape
through the want of evidence, legally unobjectionable though their guilt may
be apparent to all. ‘

COSTS.

No provision exists whereby the Inspector ean be re-imbursed for his No provision to re.
costs incurred in unsuccessful prosecutions, and the dread of being compell. imbamo Inspsctors
ed to disburse them from his private funds may frequently deter that officer ~ ' "™
from proceeding against offenders. '

The absence of suﬁicieht inquisitorial power in Inspectors is also com-
plained of, and it is suggested to %Une committee that additional powers of en-
tering and searching suspected places would be attended with advantage.

To incroase the pow-
or of Ipspectors.

After reca[pitulating the above objections to the present system of issu-
ing Tavern Licenses, the committee would now venture to recommend some
practical alterations which appear calculated to remove or at least alleviate
the present difficulties. The committee would, however, premise any parti-
cular recommendations by expressing its decided opinion, that it is absolute-
ly necessary te digest all the enactments on the subject of the internal Re-
' venue, and recast the various disjointed and contradictory provisions inta

one harmonious, and cquitable code. -~ S
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PROPOSED ALTERATIONS.

TAVERN LICEN SES.

- As a remedy for the first objection—whether all persons keeping Ta-
verns apply for certificates to the Quarter Sessions, the only course that oc-
curs to the committeo would be to have it provided by -luw that a amall tax

JTax rocommended to (3 pominal one would suffice,) be placed on ell Taverns in the District.—
rrrme, The Assessors would then be compelled to teturn the number of such places
in their lists and a chock would thus be obtained by comparing the number -

of applicants for certificates with the number thus returned.

'I'o remedy the 2nd objection, the validity of which appears from the
statistical information collected by the committee, viz: Thatall persons who
obtain approvalg do not regularly take ont their licenses from the Inspector,
the {ollowing regulation is recommended for adoption:

That on a persoii obtaining his certificate or approval, from the Clerk
Persons ohsining of the Peace, he shall be bound to take-out his license within one week (or
Clorks of tho Peace, tw0) ftom the Inspector, or in default thereof that the certificate be declared
bound to take oot li- yoid, and'the holder be liable to a prosecution,.on which the issuing of the

censo within 3 or 2 ) . . e
mecke, certificate should be held sufficient evidence to ensure a conviction.

~Nothing_yhreasonable or over rigorous could result from the adoption
. of ‘this- course, as any one applying for and obtaining a certificate would
keep or purpose to keep a Tavern,

From the experienced difficulties of obtaining convietion, the Committee
would strongly urge the expédiency of introducing into-any new enactment
full directions as to the method of proceeding, the manner in which the tri-
bunal should be constituted, that 2o many Justices should hear the complaint,
receive certain fees ‘whith might tend to induce a-more regular attengzmce,

: that a summary and explicit power of enforcing the attendance of wit-

In my oew v nesses, and Xunishi.ng contempt or disobedience by fine-or adequate imprison-
gi-mtcowponnish o. ment, should be given to such Magistrates, which fine should in all cases
fendera by fine orim- gmount to a greater sum than is paid for the license, to obviate the chance
prsonment. of bribery by the defendant, that the nature of the proof necessary for con-
viction be explicitly defined, that every relaxation of the ordinary rules of

evidence consistent with common justice, be admitted in favour of the prose-

cution, and the “ onus proband™ as much as possible be thrown on the
Defendant. *

In every welldigested and-practical system of excise this principle pre-
vails, and is generally found best calculated to answer the ends of justice, and
punish offenders. In some parts of the empire it is held to be sufficient proof
of the sale of liquors in a house, if measures,vessels, glasses, and other ordi-
uary incidents to that business be found. ' '

nmpsmticks

COSTS.

* Lospsctors 1o ba T It is also recommended that provision be made to reimburse the Inspec-
imbarsed costs toF for.Costs cetually incurred-when he fails in' obtaining -a conviction and
the. fault rests. not with: him, .

MOIETY TO INFORMERS.

The an;uxgttee- would now wish to_call attention to.,d.defect, in the, pre-
sent system already noticed which it would respectfully submit-has. undermin-
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ed the efizirney of the Revenue Laws, to.an impertant extent. It is unne- Moicty restoredtoin-
cessary 10 make further comment on the expericnced impolicy of taking the )

moicty ol the penalty from informers and the committee most strongly would
urge the propriety of at once restoriny that inducement by repealing the 2nd
clause of the statute of 6 Wm. 4, chap. 4, so far as 1t prohibits such neces-
sary stimulanis to unpopular exertions. ' ' -

SHOP LICENSES.

" With regard to the system of issuing Licenses according to statutary
regulations to Shops in which spirituous liquors are sold, the committee has
found no means of ascertaining whether the law in respect thereof is enfor-
ced or evaded.

Licences arc issucd by the Inspector on the party applying giving certain Fystem of iesing
information s to the situation of his shop, and paying the prescribed amount, % ******

By a return made to the Housc of Assembly of the number of merchants
whops in the Province, and a comparison thercof "with the returns of the
various Inspectors, it appears that in the year 1836, there were in all 1163
Shops, out of that number 455 were licensed to sell spirituous liquors and
wines, but whether any of thé¢ remaining 708 shops, by law, should have had
licences, the Committee has no means of discovering. In the Home District
the number of shops licensed in 1838 was 43, no decided opinion is advanced
as to the probability of the law being rigidly enforeed. ' ¥

It is recommended however, that these places should be returned by the 14 impose & tex o
assessors (which can be effected by putting a small tax on them) and. thus sertain shops, &e.
afford the district Inspector, some check on the number of licenses that ought
to issue. ' - -

- The Committee would of course apply its former recommendations as
to proceedings against offenders, evidence, costs, witnesses, &c. &c. to the -
present case, suggesting in addition that a more explicit description of the
liquors to be sold should be given, as evasions have taken place- in conse- -
quence of ambiguity in preceding Aets, respecting liquors distilled, and not
distilled—spirituous and not spirituous. I

~ Adfter commenting on the remaining duties of the District Inspectors in
issuing Still, Billiard ‘T'able, and Steam Boat Licenses, the Committee propo-
ses to offer some suggestions on the propriety of increasing.the efficiency of
that officer’s DcYartment so far as may be consistent with the pecuniary cir-
cumstances of the country and the value of the object to be gained by the
proposed alterations. ' AN

STILL LICENSES. ,

By the Statute 34 Geo. III, Chap. 11, a'duty was first imposed on stills, ,
and a license directed to be issued on requisition by the Secretary of the Itming of still lissa.
Province. By asubsequent Statute, the granting of such licenses devolved on ™
the District Inspector, and succeeding enactments. have prescribed various’
regulations concerning the amount of duty, the method-of estimating the dut
and the penalties for an infringement of any of the legal provisions, - |

Froi the informqtion .laid’ before the Committee, and an examination
into the Statutes affecting this branch of the Revenue, it may with confidence Reform requaed.
‘be asserted that in no part of the Public Accounts or of the Statute Law of ‘

"the Province is reform more peremptorily required.
8 . eN
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Under the cXisting regulations no means are available except personal.
excrtion and Jocil scarches, to detect a violation of the laws on the part of.
the proprictors of Stills.

'+ The Inspector issucs the license to the party applying on perusing his -
requisition, und receiving the amount of duty.

Applicamis required In 'Ju; requisition the applicant states the nnmber of gillons which hisl
to state tho numh'rr still contains, and the Inspector must ciilier,take for granted the truth of
requeaitions the such stateme:nt or travel on his own expense to wiatever purt of the district

the =tii! is kept to test s uccuracy.

Tnspertars  goturns By cxamining the rctarns of the various inspectors for the year 1838, it
for 1838. e A . .
appears that in all the districts in the Province (except that of London for
which no returns had been received) the number of licensed stills was 75.
In the Home District the numbers of stills paying duty was 11,
Cellastion of datics The Committee does not hesitate to express its opinion which coincides

on stills ant onturesd.

with that of persons well acquainted with the country, that in the samc Dis-
trict above 75 stills or as many us pay duty in the whole Province are at
woric, : o -

The immense loss o the Revenue under this head must be apparent to
even casual observation.

CONTENTS OF STILLS.

‘But it is not in the number of the stills alone that the Revenuc s de-
frauded. As before remarked the duty is calculited on the number of gallons.
Jampretors have trre- the stil] is cipable of containing. In” nearly all cascs the Inspector has to-

iy on th . > : .
o applicaatn, trust to the honesty of the applicant in stating the contents truly and fairly.

Itis certainly an invidions task to charge a large body of {raders with
dircet and systematic falschood in the Requisitions they furnish unless such
charge be substentiated by positive testimony. '

, It is however the duty of the committce 1o point out discrepancies or.
o distortions apparcit on the face of the information lnid before it.

Thus in the books of the Inspector of the Home District the respective
eontents of nine stills are set down according to the requisition of the owners
as follows: 80 Gallons—97—80—15—11¢—30—S80—100—86:

It is considered that a still containing 150 aallons is under the average
size,—some running up to 400 gallons—the average perhaps might be meo-
derately culculated at 200 gallons, ' :

Inspector hes no por- In this District the lnspcctor does not pretend to a personal knowledge
sonal huowledye of e el s d e e e e . N bef tated
fhe Distiiones o 1w OF the several distilieries in his jurisdiction, so that-as has been before state
Juciediotion. the present condition of theulavi, and of the department of the District In-
T gpector leaves it completely in the-power of the Distiller to return the capa-
city of the still as he pleases, o ’

N

Injezy to tho Revanue A glance at the above statement of the contents of stills, as opposed to

the notorions fact of their general capacity, will afford some idea of the ex-.
tent of the injury inflicted on the Revenue. : -

Yemols uwd in i 1118 proper to notice also another method by which the Distiller is en-
silling. abled to evade paying the full amount of the duty prescribed by law.

The Statute 4, Geo. 4th, chap. 13, dirccts, “That every Wooden Still
Liaving an additional tub or vessel whether placed on the top or in any other
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manner attached to such still, serving the purpose of a cap or recciver of
steam, and also every tub or "wooden still which shall be separated into dif-
ferent divisions for the purpose of receiving or running the low wines or for
heating or prepuring the beer or wash for charging such' etill, or that may be

go divided as aforesaid for any purpose whatsoever, every such tub or wooden
still shall be liable to and charged with the payment of dunes upon the whole -

capacity of the same.”

Additional fubs or
caps should pay.

By a subsequent clause of thc same Act (6) it is darected ¢ That the
tub or recciver of the beer or wash only shall be' deemed - and taken to be
a still and subjected to the payment of dutics according to the mlent and
mecaning of this Act.”

This Act seems to contemplaté the use of but one vessel on which duty
is to be charged, but provides for imposing a duty on “every tub or receiver
of the beer or wash,” in no casc does it appear that the Distiller returns
more than the one vessel, but it is reported to the committec that nearly all
" the Distillers in the country adopt the practice of employmg a second or p,,g,m from Ta-
‘even a third vessel called the faint still, doubler or other name, and carry on #koctor of Gore Dia.
the process of distillation in both with additional rapidity and capacity, By rees
“areference to a dingram returned by the Inspector of the Gore District, and
appended to this report, it will more readily be secn how the provisions of a
nomcwhat ambiguous statute arc generalb cither construed or evaded.

Some doubt has been cxpressed as to the precise construction of the 4, 2::":;;:‘::::{:‘?'& .

. Geo. 4th, chap. 13. Some of its clauses apparently involving a_contradic- the Act 4 Goo, 4, ah.
tion, but it cannot be reasonably believed that the intention of the Legislature 1
could ever have been to permit the use of additional vessels by. which double
: (I)r treble the quantity of spirit m'xy be produced than is accounted for to the
{evenue.

The Statute a]so directs the Inspector to allow for the operation of the
stcam in wooden stills half the contents-of the vessel in calculating the duty, -
but as 1s, 3d, extra per gallon is imposed, the actual amount remains as be-
fore. It is feared that by using a cap or receiver of steam placed over or
attached to the main. vessel the Revenue is also injured.

To these several objections it may be answered, that the District In-
nywers of Im oo
spector is directed and empowered to test the accuracy of the Distillers re- of Midland Ditrict,
quisition, by personally examining, gauging, or measuring the still, It has
‘been already noticed that great difficultics lie in the. way of this actual in-
_spection, from the small allowance granted to the Inspector, the want of ade-
quate assistance, and the msuﬁimency of the means of obtammg conviction,

It is also complamcd that the Inspectors are only empowered to enter-
into licensed Stills for the necessary searches, and that an unlicensed Still
may be in full operation, without that officer being able by entry to obtmn
the required proof.. \ . -

By Statute 4, Geo. 4th chap. 13, it is further dlrected that if the Still Measaring and gue-
be stated in the requisition to contain so much by gauging, the Inspector must ¢ivg-.
gauge w—if by admeasurement, he must admeasure it—here is a difficulty. . If
it be necessary for the Inspector to gauge the Still, he will have to procure
the attendance of a scientific gauger to bear tesitmony to the result, and bear
the expense of bringing such & persop. to any part of the District where the
Sull may be situated.

Deeply sensible of the necessity of effecting an immediate change in this
much deranged branch of the public revenue, the committee has declded on
suggesting the following alterations in the existing system. ~

In the first place, it is much to be desired that the Dlstrxct Inspector
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Atrations mggented s|yould have some means of ascertaining, independent of his own department,
by the Comwkico- 41e number of Stills in his jurisdiction, such a check might be obtained by
adopting the fornicr recommendation of the committee, as by placing a sinall
tax on Stills, compel the tax gather or assessor to return them in his lists.
Previous to the suggestion of any further alteration, the committee must ex-
press its decided opinjon of the 1inperative necessity of increasing the effici-

ency. of the District Inspectors’ Department. ‘ - 0
It has been already noticed that no provision is made for the payment of
a deputy. The committce is of opinion that to prevent:the Juws becoming
nugatory in many parts of an extensive District, additional assistance must
be afforded. . . ' ' 1
3’:0‘§$°‘°¢° fo In. It is rccommended that so much of the Statute 4, Geo. 4th, chap. 13, as’
’ limits the percentage of the Inspector to £100 per annumn. be repealed, and a
certain scale adopted giving that officer per cent. on sums collected
till he received £100, then a decreasing percentage on further collections
till the annual amount sliould reach a certain limit in the discretion of the .
Legislature. '

. Thus would a.stimulant be given to the exertions of that officer, and he
would both be induced, and cnabled to take active personal steps to detect
and punish fraud and not content himself with remaining in his office to await -
the requisition of those sufficiently honest to desire to obtain the legal
Jicense. ' '

Depaty Inrpector. As an increased amount of business may be reasonably anticipated,
simultaneous with the restored efficiency of the Revenue Laws, the commit-
tee is of opinion that provision should be made for the remuncration of a
Deputy or Assistant Inspector when required by the exigencics of the

- District. -

The Commi . L . ' o .
roi:I:od well 3:::4. As any incrcase in the number of paid servants of the public should be
vantages before daci- corefully considered before carried into effect, the committee has weighed
ing on recommond- = . e
ing s Depaty. well the advantages to be gaincd by the employment of an additional officer
hefore decidi.ng on recommending such a step, which, however, it fully con-
ceives to be justified on the strictest economical principles,

An active deputy could certainly, at least once a year, make an inspeet-
ing tour through the district, make accurate lists of the number of places
which ought to be licensed, enter, search and examine all suspected places,
and by obscrvation and actual admeasurement test the accuracy of the requi-
gitions, scnt in to the Inspector’s Office..

It is in vain to propose alterations however salutary, if persons be not
appointed capable to see them duly carried out, and no more advisable or

economical plan has occurred to the committee than the appointment above
recommended. ‘ :

Oath to necompiny It would perhaps, be some, additional check on Distillers ot applicants

TequsLIon. for shop licenses wcre they compelled to swear to the correctness of their re-
quisition with the pains and penaities of perjury attached to any violation of
the oath. It would also be desirable that cach requisition should specify the
exact location of the place for which a license was required.

Powses of Eatry. Full powers of -entry atall seasonable hours should be given to the Dis-
trict Inspector, and those acting under him, into all suspected plices licenséd
or unlicensed, for the purpose of making searches or of measuring the contents
of the vessels used in-distillation, and strong penalties should be provided,

to be levied in a summary manner on all persons obstructing the officer in
“his lawful duty. : . B .
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The observations previously made respecting the attendance of Magis-
trates, to hear complaints, the compelling the attendance of witnesses, and
the necessity of relaxing in favour of the Crown as much as possible, the
strict rules of evidence will apply ecqually to the collecting of the duty on
stills.

“  The Committce is induced torecommend the introduction-into any new

enactment on this subject, of an explicit and positive direction as to what

vessels are to be considered as liable to the duties. Either the present law

is ambizuous and defective, or distillers cvade its provisions. it should be ,
provided, that the duty should be levied on every Beer Still, Faint Still, Duties should boleid
{Joubler, or other vessel of any kind or description whatever, in which the sifiing.

Beer or AVash is heated or prepared, or in which the low wines are received

or run, or which may in any wisc act, or be used as attached, connected

with, assistant or ruviliary to, the vessel ordinarily denominated the Beer

still—or any vessel, by the use of which the process of distillation is carried

on, with greater facility or productiveness than would be effected by the use

of onc Beer still only ; and also that care be taken that no cvasion of the pro-

visions of the law take place by the use of Cap or receiver of Steam placed

on o attached to any still in calculating the capacity of such still.

It must be recollected, that so long as the duty is levied in the manner
at present prescribed, the owner of a still by working extra hours can make
double the quantity than can be produced by another of the same capacity in
the ordinary working hours, without paying extra duty.

It has been suggested to the committee, that by levying the duty on the Daty on fermenting
fermenting tubs advantage would arise to the Revenue, and fraud be made "
more difiicult. But such an alteration is open to this objection, that there:
are two methods of working, in one of which, the wash is of double the con-
sistence of the other, and consequently of much additional strength.

Another method has been mentioned, which is certainly deserving of Doty on Grais.
attention though not altogether free from objection, viz: To levy the duty on
the grain consumed in distilling, and thus do away with all labour of measur-
ing or gauging Still or Beer Tubs. :

It was proposcd to compel every Distiller monthiy or quarterly (as agreed statement to be far-
on,) to furnish a statement under oath to the District Inspector of the quan- ®itbed of grain used.
tity of grain used in his Distillery, on which, that officer should charge the
legal duties. It was considered that by imposing a very heavy penalty with
forfeiture of Distillery, &c. it would ensure a faithful return, especially as it
would be in the power of any workman in the Distillery to inform on the
owner, and make him liable to the fine. His return might specify the vari-
ous parties from whom he bought grain, and thus if he omitted any one name,
the individual so omitted might also, perhaps, come forward and by proving
the sale, convict the infringer of the provisions of the law and the sanctity of
an oath.

_ Although the Committee be not prepared to recommend the adoption of
this plan, it has deemed it right to submit its outlines as worthy 'of attention.

It is recommended that any penalty or forfeiture for violation of any Vidtion of the law
clauses of the law relating to stills should be accompanied by a prohibition feisy given to the
ngainst granting a license for the space of: years to any person COn- pemoa infringiag.

victed.

By the Statute 50, Geo. 3rd, chap. 6, a duty of £40 per annum is direct- Billiard Tables.
ed to be levied “on all and every person or persons having in his, her, or -
their possession, custody or power, any Billiard Table set up for hire or gain
directly or indirectly, whether such person use or permit the same to be used
or not,”
0
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Sen appendix, paper It is notorious that scveral Billiard Tables are used in the towns of the
marked O, b . . . « e .
' . Province for gain, yet it appears from the Returns of the District Inspectors,
that for the ycars 1836, 7, 8, 9, only two licenses were issued of this descrip-

tion. .

(Ses answers of In. Inspectors complain of the difficulty of procuring legal evidence of the
spect.r r)ﬂ‘ Une Dis. Table beirg ‘used for gain, no person being willing to give the necessary testi-
1Strict.
mony.

It is recommended that such an alteration should be made in the law as
would render every Billiard 'Table liable to duty, if kept by the owner of any
Tavern, Ordinary, Victualling House, Confectionary, Ale-house, or other
place of public resort, or entertainment, or Boarding house, or in any attached
to the same; in short, cvery table unless kept in a private house. '

And under the peculiar circumstances of this country, the “onus probandi”
might very justly be thrown on the proprietor of any Billiard Table. The
fact of the public being admitted to the room might also be declared prime.
facic evidence of the table being vsed for gain. :

: STEAM BOATS. '

{

T The Duty on Stcam Boats according to the answers of the Inspector

not prperty celtaiea General, ¢ has not been collected, except in a few instances, either in the

preseut or in the previous year.,” The committee cannot forbear strongly
animadverting on the apparcent neglect of this branch of the Revenue.

(dm-ners of Tuspec. It is complained * that no particular Inspector has any defined jurisdic-
o Madlan i District ) o, for the reason that no boat is attached to any prescribed District,” and

any purticular  Dis. further that no provision was made for the levy of fines on the premiscs of
trict. the Boat, evading the duty.

It is suggested that this could be simply remedied by declaring each
Boat within the jurisdiction of the Inspector of the District in which she
' wintered, and by giving the requircd power of entry on the premises.

Remedy propased,

Ifan ters and Pe Mura The Statute 56 Geo. III, chap. 34, devolves the duty of issuing-licenses.
to ITawkers, Pedlars and petty chapmen, on the Collectors of Customs.

It is suggested to the Committee, and certainly appears to it rcasonable
and advisable, that the District ‘Inspector should issue such licenses, their
jurisdiction being more conclusive than that of the Collectors, who generally
confince their observations to their respective ports, S

AUCTION DUTIES.

Auetinn 40ty L s The law authorizing the levy of this branch of the Revenue is reported

4 REiL . W [1°® . . . o .

cxpireds to have been reccntly allowed to expire, a rencwal of it as affording a legiti-
mate aid to ths Provincial Resources is of course desirable. * -

“3rd. Division ) It now remains for the committec, in accordance with its proposed sys--
_tem of inquiry, to enter on the investigation prescribed by the 4th, 5th, 6th,
8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th heads of its Instructions.

tAwwors of Juspee- . ]t appears that Public Accountants may be regularly divided into three
dixy o PP glasses, 1st. ‘The Heads of Departments at the Seat of Government—The

- Receiver General—The Commissioner of Crown Lands—The Surveyor
Public  acconntants r . . "
divided into 3 classes General of Woods and Forests—Secretary of Clergy Corporation,
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All these functionaries with the exception of the Surveyor General of
Woods and Forests, are required to submit their accounts to the Department
of the Inspector General for examination and audit. ~

The Head of that Office reports * sufficient regularity does not appear (Answer of luspector '

to have been observed in this particular, and I also find that delays have oc- §oprh) regularity
“curred in their inspection in this office, after their transmission to it, when notobserved.” |

other business has intervened,”

The Committee cannot proceed without animadverting on the occur-
rence of any irregularity or delay in the transmission or audit of Accounts of
such importance as those just alluded to.

With respect to any delay occurring in thre office of Inspector General, Nothing shauld pre-
itis to be remarked, that nothing, if possible, should be permitted to inter- ey 1nto udit
fere with the immediate audit of thesc Accounts.

If the assistance at present afforded in that office be insufficient for the
punctual despatch of business, it would be advisable to allow such extra aid
as would obviate the recurrence of such detrimental delay.

As is suggested those officers could be directed to furnish their accounts
and vouchers, for audit to the Inspector General,. within days after
the expiration of the semi-annual period appointed for their return.

It is also remarked, that the instruction“sitfrom the Lords of the Freasury,
do not scem to contemplate the Surveyor General of Woods and Forests surveyor Generat of
acting as a public accountant, yet withou any change in these Instructions, YVqeds not included
t]hat officer has, nevertheless, apparently from necessity, always been a -
tecciver., ’ . K

e ——

COLLECTORS AND INSPECTORS.

Under the 2nd class of, Accountants are comprized Collectors of Cus- Collectors & Inspec.
tonis and Inspectors of Districts. tors.

As set forth in a preceding part of this Report, Collectors are allowed Timo allowed for
40 days. Inspectors one month after the cxpiration of their respective quar- their returns.
ters, to make their returns. .

Some unnecessary confusion takes place in consequence of the Fiscal Fiscal Year
year ending at periods, with different accounts,

The Committee would strongly recommend the adoption of one common Ose common termi.
termination for the year, when accounts are to be closed, and that 20 days, ag hation of sear noces.
an ample sufficient period, should be the time allowed to all these officers to
return their accounts, ' .

r—————

SHERIFFS, CLERKS OF THE PEACE, MAGISTRATES, &c.

Under the 3rd Class, are ranked Sheriffs, Clerks of the Paace, Magis-
trates, Colonels of Militia, &c. , . .

a

Great irregularity has occurred in the transmission of returns of Fines, trrogularity in Re-
and Forfeitures, by Sheriffs—Clerks of the Peace, are open to the same turas.
charge. : : .

A method of ensuring regularity in the return of fines, &c. by Sheriffs,
and Clerks of the Peace is believed to form part of the Report of another
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committee, to whom the Sherifi’s Department was especially submitted for
uquiry. ' ' '

Coloncls qf‘ﬁlili[idncci)rding to the cxisting law, ‘make their rcturns to
‘ the office of the Adjutant General. :

o

———

MAGISTRATES RETURNS.

Magistrales make no

roturns. It appears that Magistrates « do not scem to consider that they are

required 10 make any return to this office of Iincs or Forfcitures or Duties
on Ale and Beer Licenses, collected by them, and payable to the Receiver
General.” ' .

3

It is much to be feared that great irregularity has prevailed In the levy-
ina, and paying over to the public usc, of this part of the Revenue.

in an cxtensive and thinly settled country, it is most difficult to-ensure

the constant superintendance of an active correcting power over the ill kept

accounts of such an unorganized body as the Provincial Magistracy—whom

the Enactments of Statutes have converted into Public Accountants,  They

Fhough dirocted 10 are directed to pay over moneys collected to the Receiver General, but it is
needless to remark on the latitude allowed to the will and pleasure of the

partics themselves, by the apparent absence of any inspecting or_coercive

power by thc intervention of which, luxity might be prevented, and default, if -

existing, be discovered and punished. Co

e vl A reference to a statement of moneys received from Magistrates by the
ofice appendix)  Recciver General from the 1st January 1838, to the present period, in the
appendix to this Report, will show the paucity, and very small amount of

Reveunc derived from this source.

The Inspceetor General suggests the possibility of placing some check

Chaock recommended OR the receiving of fines, &ec. by Magistrates, by dirccting them' *to send
k7 Inspector Genoral quarterly returns of the fines levied by them, with the names of the partics,
and the nature of cach case to the Clerk of the Peace, who might then pre-

pare two abstracts, one of which, after having been read in open Sessions,

should be transmitted to this office, and the other posted up conspicuously in

the Sheriff’s office, or in some other pub]ic place. -

Recormmendations of This method might possibly effect some ameclioration, but the Commit-
Committce. .. - . . S qe

tee is induced strongly to prefer the adoption of 'some system by which the

Justicé of the Peace would cease altogether to be a Public Accountant, as it

‘ is necdless in the present social position of the Province to expect unerring

regularity and cxactness in his accounts, while his situation is (or at least ought

1o be) merely honorary and not designed as a source of positive emolument.

e At ter i, . Some advance towards cffecting this object might be made by acting on
by laspectors. ‘the recommendation of the Inspector General, and transferring the issuing of

Alc and Beer Licenses from the Magistrates to the District Inspectors.

With respect to Fines, Penalties, &c. now collected by the. Justices, a
new system might be adopted, by whieh cither the District Inspector or some -
other regularly paid officer, from whom sccurity is required, might become -
the sole receiver of moneys arising from sentences of Magistrates ; thus on

Rocommendatioares. & finc or penalty being imposed by a Justice or Justices, he or they might
»octing fines. notify the Inspector or stipendiary Magistrate (if such an officer were created)
of that scction of the country, of the particulars of the finc so imposed, and
that functionary under dircction of the Magistrates might then be cmpowered
to procced 1o levy the samne, and thus become the Receiver and responsible
Accountant, for all the moneys collected under the warrants of Justices of
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the Peace—in place of there being a number of accountants, difficult to be
rhecked or controlled, scattered over the country. '

Moncys directed by present enactnents to be paid by Magistrates or
other local officers might, it is submitted, be with af least equal propriety and
rewralurity, disbursed to those Regeivers, when levied as above suggested by
the Inspectors or stipendiaries under the general superintendance of\the In-
spector General, ' - .

L )

MILITIA OFFICERS.

1t is suzgested that Militia Officers might be required to send quarterly MilitiaOfficorsshould
veports of fines and exemption money collected, to the Clerk of the Peace, s ofare s, ™
who, after reading.them openly at an appropriate period during the Quarter
Sessions, should forward them to this ‘Department. They might also, if
thought advisable, be posted up in the Sheritt’s Office, and thus form a double

check upon the Accountant.

As a similar inquiry is directe;d by the instructions of another Commit-
“tec on the Militia, it is not considered necessary further to comment on
existing regulations. ' .

It appears from the information laid before the Commnittee, that so far Suficient power ex.
as Collectors and Inspectors are concerned, “a sufficient power at present s Premp: rane-
exists for compelling prompt and regular transmission of accounts,” and also
that reasonable means'are in the power of the Inspector General for ascer-

taining the fidelity of their returns.

That officer suggests the possibility of providing a check on Collectors Compho:ile; might ut:e.
of Customs, by appointing a Comptroller at each Port, but the expense of gfropae, " &

such an office must render its creation at present inexpedient.

With respect to the form in which accounts are rendered to the office Fom of rendering
of the Inspector General, the Committee is informed by that funetionary, ***""**
that as far as Collectors of Customs are concerned, he “has commenced
certain regulations which when matured and fully introduced, will accomplish
:(1)llmneedful improvement with respect to the returns of that class of Public
cers.”

In the event of the adoption of the recommendations contained in thig Alterations may be
report, further alterations in the form of rendering accounts may- be found "*****~"
necessary. :

In answer to the inquiries of the Committee “whether the accounts of
moneys expended by Commissioners appointed under acts of the Legislature ‘
be duly examined at this office,” it appears that these accounts are not gen- Aweent of Farlin
crally transmitted to the Department of the Inspector General.. The generalen.
imrression seems to have been, that these Commissioners were only answer-
able and bound to furnish their accounts to the Legislature, by whose vote’
their duties were created. Some of these Commissioners transmit their
returns to the Lieutenant Governor—others directly to the several branches
of the Legislature, these returns are also made at itregular intervals, some-
times in the middle, often at the close of the sesssion.

) Under this system it would seem, that no other means exist of checking
theseymportant returns, than the laborious process of a Parliamentary Gom-
ittee, a circuitous, and not always infallible method of eliciting the true state
of complicated accounts. ‘ ' '

The Committee-is induced strongly to recommend some more expediti»
sp
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i . g . :
::L"jm‘gg;“o;:rl:gg- ous mode of controlling the receipts and disbursements of the large sums fre-
trolling receipts and quently in the haunds, and under the orders, of Parliamientary Commis-

didbureements of gioners.
cominissioners  1c. :

commended,

The Inspector General suggoests, “the most expeditious course would
sugeestion of 1n be to direct all returns’of public expenditure by Commissioners, to be pre-
specior General. * pared in triplicate, and sent to the Provincial Secretary.” The Lieutenant
Governor could then cause one copy to be sent to the Inspector General’s
Office for examination, while the other two copies might be laid before the
Legislative Council and Assembly. To this oftice it would be merely neces-
sary to furnish the accounts and vouchers.”

Grent  umprovement By the adoption of this method. certainly a great improvement would be
by the adnption_ of At ONCe introduced, and crror or carelessness be less likely to pervade these

tiis method. 1mportant returns.

A board of Works - The appointment of a Board of Works has often been discussed, and

s be the -test doubtless if once in active operation would afford the most complete check

upon disbursements on account of Public Improvements. The committee,
however, i3 not at present prepared to enter into the discussion of this impor- -
tant subject, or give a decided opinion on the advisability of creating such an
Institution.

FERRIES AXD MILL-SEATS.

No Returns made of It appears that no Returns are made to the office of the Inspector Gen-
tenis of Ferries and ora] of the rents of Ferries and Mill-Seats, 1t appears to thc committee, that
. -such an alteration is most advisable, as would bring under the review of this
Tiue branch of the department. this branch of accounts, as the Head of the Office suggests he
accuunts rhould be | 1d be “duly furnished with such inf : spectine th f all
Cieozht under  ro. ShOu (3 uly furnished with such information respecting the terms of a
view of Inepector Jicenses, und that all lessecs who full in arrear to the extent of more than one
(enera1. periodical payment should be proceeded against, and be liable to a forfeiture

ol their license or licenses.”

And all branches of - In accordance with the principle that this department should uct as the
thoult I andred vy general comptroller of Public Accounts, the committee feels bound to recom-
4im, without eserpmend- that no exception should be allowed to exist to the general nile, “that
i . this office should see that the Revenues of every kind are regularly, and in

due form, brought to account.”

FEES'ON PATENTS.

Sagestinus of i "The Inspector General has suggested a method of providing an additional
etng Goneral = cheek on the accounts of the Receiver General with regard to the fees on
teats, Patents, “ By requiring the Surveyor General of Lands to make a semi annual
report to this oftice of fees paid to the Receiver General, founded on the re-
ceipts brought to him from that officer, by personis obtaining Patents for

Lands subject to the payment of fees.

Reconer General *The Receiver General might also be required to produce vouchers
cwetld produce - Jiewing the premium paid by the purchasers of his Bills of Exchange, as
vouchers shewmng =} <] >

preemn e ex  Checks upon the accounts relating to that branch of his receipts.”

Vhianee

COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS.

The same officer has alzo suggested another plan of anticipated improve-
ment refating to the Commissioner of Crown Lands, which the committece feels
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hound t6 notice, without joining in any.tecommendation of it, more especi e ol e,

ally as the officer to be chiefly affected by the change is not deputed by the specting Commis.
local Government, but the appointee of the Lords of the Treasury. gioner of Crown

“The Commissioner of Crown Lands for example—under a new system
might hand to an individual, offering payinent of an instalment due on Land,
a certificate of the amount to be paid, addressed to the Receiver General,
upon which that officer, after a due entry in his Books, might write a receipt.
—The certificate thus receipted, when returned to the Crown Lands Office,
might then form an authority to the Commissioner for giving an acknowledg-
ment of payment to the purchuser of the Land, and serve as a most satisfac- B this suggostion
tory voucher to his accounts as well as a_check upon the accounts of the'Re- Crown Lands and
cciver General.”—The two officers would in fact to this.extent mutually Becoiver General
check each other, and the risk of loss or misappropriation of public money otter.

be effectually guarded against.

\
The Committee has obtained several statements shewing the amounts Bulances due by ac-
due by former Collectors and Inspectors, and the balances due by officers “**™*™*
now holding those appointments.

" By a reference to a paper marked D, appended to this report, will be at To o sen in ap.
once seen the various balances due by officers once holding the situations of? T
Collectors and Inspectors, the date of cach balance accruing due,—and other
information connected with each separate transaction.

. It is much to be regretted that these outstanding balances form in the 2,‘,2,“‘{’8",‘.}“"“5,"‘“;!
aggregate the sum of £5425 16s, 94d. The earliest of them appears to have sent Inspostor Gene.
been due in 1821, and the latest seems to have accrued anterior to the time ™ took office.

of the present Inspector General entering on the duties of his office.

The statement marked F, in the appendix, obtained from the office of Procoedings institu.
ted for recovery of

- Her Majesty’s Attorney General will exhibit an epitome of the proceedings the same.

instituted by the Crown for'the recovery of these debs.

The statement marked E, in the appendix, will shew the balances now Balunces ountanding
outstanding in the hands of the present Collectors. tore, r oL ROTE
&

CHARTERED BANKS, DEPOSITORY OF PUBLIC MONEY.

The Inquiry directed by the 15th head of instruction to this committee, imp9mneo of the
as to the admissability of making one of the Chartered Banks the sole deposi- "%y reahonns
tory of public moneys, and the medium of payment of all public debts, is one being depository of

.of such deep importance to the best interests of.the community, that the most P**ie meeer.

mature reflection alone would warrant the pronouncing of any opinion likely
hereafter to influence the fate of any measure calculated to effect the change
above submitted for consideration,

It is not doubted by the committee but that substantial benefit would Benefit would resul
result to the public service by the adoption of a change like that above sup-}gfrom io cuss of

. . . . . . . ’

posed, necessarily predicated on the existence of a Banking Institution of in- Bask of indisputable

disputable solvency, and credit, with which the contemplated arrangements *°"**7

could be prudently entered into.

It must be obvious however, to the least reflecting mind, that any tem- Any dorangement of

" porary derangement in the monetary affuirs of a Bank which had once been *irs of such Baak

| . J 4 : would alarmingly af.
made *the sole depository of public moneys; and’ the medium of payment fect the publio eredit,

of all public debts,” would necessarily have an alarming and dangerous effect
on the credit and resources of the Government with which it was thus closely
connected.
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The present charac. . While the Banks of this Province retain their present character of In-
tor of Bunka would stitutions upheld solely by their respective private resources, it is most diffi-
Jespardiz u'l':“'lfr'j‘ cult for the committee to take upon itself’ the recommendation of a change
vineo. <0 complete and organic, as 1o jeopardize the whole financial affuirs of the
Government of the Country on the anticipated stability of any institution,

how high soever may be its individual reputation.

Stababay of 2 Baok Additional stability and credit would of course be attached to the cha-
hy boung a deponitny Tacter of a Bank whose resonrces had been so materially extended by being
of public moucys.  yyade “the sole depository of all pnblic moneys,” but the peculiar organiza-

tion of the Institution would remain the same, and open to the objections

above noticed.

A difficulty might also arise in respect of the security required of the

A dificulty migit- Public Accountants. There is little doubt but that most of these ofticers
e f;;ﬁ',,},'}“ pewtwould prefer having the moneys for which they are respectively accountable, -
Public acconntants. in a safe Banking Institution, but perhaps their securities might not be willing
to encounter the double risk of the possible insolvency both of their Princi-

pal and the Bank thus made “ the sole depository of public moneys.”

;’iiﬁl;‘z;“c‘:"c"n;“; fa. Iuthe answers of the Inspector General will be found the opinion on
this subject, which the knowledge and experience of that Functionary have
warrianted his advancing. : :

- Lommitico can net Without a much more protracted and. extensive inquiry than any which

eure without 2 fur- it 15 now in the power of the committee to bestow, itmust hesitate to express

ther inquiry. any, decided recommendation on this most important question.

This sutjeet a fit une The wisdom of the Legislature may fitly be employed on a subject of

f\;’l“’:fé’g“;‘,‘i‘:;‘c’.°" such moment, while the opinions of individuals, in the capacity of members
of a committec like the present, shonld only be advanced when based on the
most accurate calculation, and presented as the fruits of combined research
and experience. ‘

CONCLUSION.

Concludig remarks. 1 e result of the inquiries of the Committee may now approach to a
concliision. If presentedina form unexpectedly voluminous, it is expected that
the great extent, and important nature of the many ‘subjects submutted to its
review will be remembered, and the difficulty of condensation considered,
before the charge of prolixity is advanced. Speculation has been but sparing- -
lv indulged in, unsubstantial censure or animadversion carefully avoided.

M:m_v' of the views of the Committee arc, of course, open to objection,
and many of the subjects introduced might have been commented on at
grcater lengthy and doubtless with greater perspicuity, had time or circum-
stances permitted. It may, however, be reasonably anticipated, that no alte-
rations are recommended in the course of this Report, to which the test of
experience maynot safely and effectually be applied.

Adl whicl is respeetfully submitted,

. (Siexen.)  * R. B. SULLIVAN,

No. 1, ConmrTEE Rooy, . b A.. BALDWIN, ,

"ToroxTo, Jannary Gth, 1840, o RonTt. S. JAMIESON,
, ‘ “ Hexry SHERWOOD:
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OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN. LANDS.
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‘The Lands returncd to this office for sale, consist of portions of the Lands underhis man.
Crown Lands, and «f the Military Reserve at Toronto. agement. '

“The Lands of the Six Nations Indians, and of sundry Tribes of Indians :
are also placed under thc management of the Commissioner. )

The mode of disposing of thie Crown Lands is regulated by 7, Wm. 4th Mode of disposing of
chap. 118, which authorizes Land Rights to be taken in payment, both for Cro®n Lende
Crown Lands and Clergy Reserves; the Crown Land Iund béing charged

with ail the L.and Rishis so absorbed.

S . L,
The effect of this arranzement has been to benefit the Clergy Reserve Boneficial to Clergy
FFun:l at the expense of the Crown Fund. The quantity of Clergy Reserve fesorves Fand.
lLand authorized to be sold i3 now nearly exhausted, but in the cvent of any -

additional portion being brought into the market,-it is certain that such

Lands will from their mote favorable situations, command a ready sale. The

eifect then of the practice adopted in the Commissioners office of taking . )

Land Rights in payment on - Clergy Reserve Sales will be to charde the '

Crown I'und with a large sumn on account of the Clergy Reserves, winle the

amount rcalized by the sale of Crown Lands will be wholly inadequate to

meet that charze.

The business of this office, so far as regards- the disposal of the Public Sate of Lands weil
Lands has been well conducted; but the system of accounts has been sooonductd:
confused and irregular, that large deficiencies have been discovered to exist, Bpt *occunts confas.

while the books furnish no mecauns of readily detecting the cause. - Large deficiencies.

‘T'he commitice transmit a statement of the Receipts and Balances made Statement of recsipts
“to the 3lst Gotober 1839, and continued to the 14th November, but they ¢ b2knees
plice no great reliwice on the accuracy of this statement, being satistied: that Butsoreliance placed
uothing less than a carcful revision of the whole of the accounts will enable thereon.
the Lo renovt the true Balances due to the public.

"The bulince appearing due by the Comunissioner, is reported by him as
now deposited by hita as a public officer, with the Bank of Upper Canada.

The commitice beg to observe, that the arbitrary mode of charging the A dofinte modo for

“sarviees of the Clerks in the Oflice of the’Commissioner of Crown Lands, BIng, ‘he Olerks
on the several funds accounted for by him, does not appear to have been au-
thorized 3 they recominend, therefore, that some definite arrangement should

be made roygwding the sange. :

The Committee having recommended in their Report on the Receiver
Generals Oilice, that all monices should be paid to that officer, suggest in pur-
suance thercof, that in futurc when'any sale of public land is made by auction, -
.the person uriking such sale, shall transmit the proceeds to the Recciver Persons purchasing -

iener: ther with such f such sales, to be filed in hi B it eocoaia 10
Genceral, together with such a statement of such sales, to be filed in his office, {rpamit proceeds to
a similar statement being forwarded to the Commissioner of Crown Lands, Receiver Ganoral.

el -

or agent for the sele of Clergy Reserves us the case may be, by whom the L

O . .
game will be carried to account.

o Payments made in ‘Toronto should be on a requisition in duplicate, one to Requisition for pay-
be feft at the office of the Receiver General, the other to be receipted, and ;‘;"3:;};:;':""’“"

returned to the Commissionet or othier officer, as a voucher of the payment
-{mving been duly made. C : :

These vouchers transmitted periodically to the Inspector General, will
cnable that officer to check the accounts of tht;l Recciver General. - [
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"""‘l’ l“l”“ '“gl“l“ :‘:' - The Commx tec are of npmlon that too. hlt]e ronard has been paxd {o the
. nstruclions ol Lores
of Troasury. - - instructions “igsved by the Lowds ‘of the I‘ncasury to..the Commissioner -of

" Crown Lands; had those instructions been carcfully followed out, no_sucly
deétalcation ‘13 the. Commissioner complaing of; in; his ans“er to thc thll‘d
quu‘v ot the committee, could have occurred,

Answers of Nessts© b fhres courses of - their Investigation, ithe commlttce addrcsch certain
¥ ‘:;’"\"‘““ 1"'-{";(‘,’;("101!(* to, Mesérs. Thornhill,"Tod, Dean and. Bticrs, whose replxes particular-
an Il.l's, l'l.' cr

SUREE lv. lnavnc thre wtteintion of the bm criaent,

. l)cﬁu«‘ncv - {m th L .10 chiel ¢hieet of the Coninuttee in. mdi\ma lhosu cnqumcq, was’ 10:as-
zibl’;,h"l:d "10*‘4‘"‘((:{‘::::, if pow!)’ low the deficiency in the . cash- complained. Qf by the
w Consinizsicper of (_xm\n Fands.could Tave arisen;: they regrot that little light
s Been thirown on this suluccl. yet the fact of a Eertain Joan having been
Partly perhaps- octa. Ko zodrby Ui Commissioner (0 one of the- clorks, which was from time to
Bt ‘f l‘;" a ’j;'“‘ 0 time ndvaneed by fhe-Casliier, out of money received in the Office on publie
PR Lecount, dnay to-that exient at Jeast have been the oecasion of thie. deficiency
x.llm toly discovered in the aincunt of cash at the cchxL of the Comm lOllCI

ui Lw’: .Ax“k of ¥ ppnr Lcmda.-

- Explamtion ~o.mm 'In C-vmn o0 ‘Omrm to olnmn from tlic Commissioner such explana;
for rom ‘ht’::“;:‘t jon of the traniaction i question as might have.confirmed or eliinged that l
cmed opinion, but ihe Commissioner noll..uxxw Turnished any such explanation, the

commiitée. fiuve, afily“to call the. a‘ucnuol. of thic Government to the irregular -

pmuu‘.:wﬂ which appear 6 luve Leen: perinitted ‘in” the’ Crown- Lands

(ll{lb('
Revison mecemsaryin . “I'lie cutire wani of eflicient cheeks in the offi¢e of the Commissioner of |
.3‘;“;,},‘;{, renducting Crown Tands, togetlier: with- the confused -mode: of keepmg the.accounts,.

~ render necessary in the opinion‘of the coiinittee, an immediaté- and more :

tiorough Tevision of the systemr under which that office js at present. con-

Usthodmentloncd i in ducted, than tlie comwmitice have béen enabled to muke, and that the method
,,H,,m,”‘,f,oj repost o f keeping aecounts in- future, recommended. in the Report of Mr. 'l" C Patn '

_nd\, her to “vme\u] bc for tlmlth lntroduced
- o
\'l of whmh isres pcc!lhl'v fubﬂ}ﬂt(‘d; :

(Signedy” . W. ALLAN, Chairmai.;
e % V‘/“]I DR&PE:R :

R. A. TUCKER,
1«;\' STIGATION Co*xr.uqsm\, S J: MACAULAY,
“Comyrrree No. 2, o J. 8. MACAULAY
- "81&_,Decehibcr, 1839,.- S HL\TRY qHI‘]RVV'OOD

APPENDIX No. 7, OF SECOND ‘RE,P'(?R",F OF GENERAL BOARD..

PI‘I’ORT OF 'J‘HE IVVLS‘I‘IGA'I'ION CO\iMIT’FEE No. ‘3

To the. Lmrd of 60111m1551orxers consmutcd by vzrtue of' a Commxsclon under.
‘the Great'Seal of the Province of Upper. Canada, appomted to mquxre
mto thc prcscnt state of cert:un Pubhc Oﬂicet, e &e. '

Comimittes liave for, -~ 'I‘lxc Commxttee in; thcu‘ several Reports havm(r forborne oﬂ'cnng any
horuo to rucommerid mmgcsuons as to. the future salaries of Public, ()ﬂ‘lcers, orasto the necessity..
of saluries. - - of 1 any increase or reduction of - the: assistance at present afforded, ‘the more
Raasonis: ' eqpvcnllv because by the Resolutions respecting ‘the Union of* Upper and

Lower Canada, adopted. bbf ‘the Legislative Council and House'of Asseffibly,
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the determination of the amount of the Civil List, and consequently the rate
of salaries to those Officers, is left for the consideration of the Imperial Par-
liament, independant of which, the changes which that reunion necessarily Reasoas.
involves and those which have been suggested by the committee, if carried
out will require many altcrations of the present system of salaries, for the de-
termination of which the committec have not the requisite data, nor do they
- conceive that their opinion on this subject, connected as it now is, with a
arcat political change, was sought to be obtained.

With reference to the subject of the School Lands, the committee have Necomary: inforses.
not yet been able to acquire the information they have sought for, NOr is it yor nersst g "%
probable that they will be enabled to report thereon during the present Ses-

sion of the Legislature,

Throughout the whole of their proceedings the committec have been Committcs folt tho
strongly impressed with the importance of completing their several Reports it oo sore;
in time for them to be laid before the Provincial Parliament during the pre- before closs of sos.
seut Session; and this feeling has naturally induced them to bring their ™
labours to a closc with less attention to some of the minor objccts of their
investigation, than they would otherwise have felt disposed to devote to

them,
All which is respectfully submitted.

(Signed) W. ALLAN, Chairman.
“ W. H. DRAPER,
INvesTIGATION CoOMMISSION, “ R, A. TUCKER, .
CommitrEE No. 2, “ JOHN MACAULAY,
31st December, 1839, «. J. S, MACAULAY.
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lNVESTlGATlON COMMlSSlOV

Appendiz to the Report '.oj Committec JVo. 2,
ON '-l'“E

RECEIVER GENERAL'S OFFICE-

Evidcnee of lB. Turquand, Esq.

1. What is the date of the present Receiver General's commission*

Date ot the Receivor Ans. The commission of the Hon'lle John Henry Dunn, the present
Gonerul's Commiv- Roceiver Generql, bears date the 12th April, 1820,

. What sceuritics are given by the Receiver General?

Awmount of Recerver Ans. The sccuritics given by the Recciver Generalare £30,600 sterling
General Socurities. ) Pyusland, £10,000 in Upper Canada, and £39,6€2 personal bonds.

3. In what manner arc Public Monics, mc]udm'v I‘ccs, received and
accounted for by the Recciver General ? .

CMede o seceving Aans. l’unhc Mounics are rccewed cither by Post, or from the party in
.!.:':’.l.ful‘c{;;:.‘f gxiperson. 'When by Post the messénger receijpts them at thie Post Oflice, in
receipt thereof, the first instance, as toney I.cl.on:,—tncg are then credited in the Dav book -

or Journals, (nnc of “Iucn is kept by the Receiver General and another by

the Se mor Clor \), end wlso in tie Ledger, and ackacwiedired by Letter.

\\ hen pridd i by kand, the momcs are cntcred us above, and the receipt
aiven on the spot

L.uul Fees are generaily paid in by the grantee in persen or by Jns'
aoent § ihﬂv are enicse il as shove, and mn.lh-.rcd under their respective reg-
ulation, and receiptsl on i Location Ticket or aut.xorny cxhibited by the .
party. :

Provimcial Retnensto At the closoof mo-) sit months, viz: on the 27th June, 2st D0cc‘mbcr.-

Incpoctar Goneral. ) genern! sttement o retern of Public Recepts iz tranemiitied io the Inspec-
tor Geaeral, in dets |l, they sre afterwards entered in the diiicrent Public’
Aceounts, u'r'v" thweir resncciive licads of servize, .

“Retners of D o A Ree anitulition in det:il is annually “submitted to both 1lctzes bf the
ctares mule bt L l‘lmmu.xl Lewt liiure of Debentures is: aied; the amount 3 on wiat account;

mslatespe.

ot the date of redenpiions . the amount redeened, und the amount ou!°tanduw )
as W ol. in Sterling us Cuncncy :

Pabise .\-,c.,:’;.‘,:.o " The Publie ‘\ccoux'ts are nudited in council within the Provinee half

andised,

ye ur.v, and by the: (,omunks.o..cn of the Bourd of Auditin England, unzually,
by whom and the rlC.laUI‘), they are, -after ex: waination, dccl‘*rcd und by
.ho‘x’u the certificutes and de c..‘a.r.mons ‘ure granted, from time to tlmc, to
Jhie accountants. . :

4. What is the state of-thc.Receipts made up to 3!§t October last. .

Ans. The public monirs received since the 1st July last, ﬁp to 31st ult,
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inclusive, amount to the sum of £39,115 0 10 P’rovincial Currency, and may 3;“;‘3’;252}3:;37::
be-stated as {cllows, viz ¢ . Ootoner 1839,

£ s d Accountb{!{ucu’pu

From the Collectors of the different Ports of Bntry.....veevvanessl| 7906 1 3findetail. |
Inspectors of Districts, cveeeeririeeiiiiiaieecnsanened 2058 5 6

4 Shertflseeevssseceeeasnssvotresosaacscesssssosassssasns 255 5 44

«  District Treasurersees covesscecssevscensssasse onnssas 18 2 1
Premium on Drafts on Montreal, tver s S it iineneernenneeananasfl 201 14 10
From the Sceretary of the Clergy Corporation, on account of Rents of] | '
. Clergy Reserveseereeeesvies cinetioneesoreceaesscaraesessslt 830 0 0
From the: Hon the Commissioner of Crown Lands, for interest on sales
. of Cleray Reserves..cveeivesiieeteeesieiaisecsasennsesses 8151110 - .
Fronmst Do, on aceount of proceeds ot sales of Crown Fimber.v.o.. ... 6661 1 0 -

Proceeds of sales of Guvernment Debentures sold in Upper Canada, op'!

account of the Macadamized Road from Kingston to Napance....;; 1988 17 9
From the Hon. the Scerctary of the Province, for fees fur the Seal to| |

Commissions of appointment to places of honour and emolument.. 9 0 o
Ferry Rents vevveerenienreeeroioerearonsocasasosssosassssanss 13 670
Fines from Magistrates........ Creteeerececiacatenserobannaasnsl 8 0 0
Prom the Trustees of the Kingston and Napance Road...ovveveevisff 302 0 0
I'rom the Trustees of the West Gwillimbury Road and Bridge........ i 55 10 0
From the Trustecs of the Juhnstown District Roads..eeveevevenaial 80 0 O
From the Land Board of the Newecastle District.coeceecceacnesens.. 713 6
Irom the Hon. Mr. Vice Chancellor Jameson, being the unexpended, £

balance of monies paid him on account of contingent expeases of)

the commission of inquiry instituted on the late outbreak.......s 14 18 10
From the Trustees of the West York Roadse ceveeevieineerecseacas| 340 0 0
Militia CommissionS.sseeesscsssssesorsccarosssassscsesntnsanes 157 0 o -
Exemption Monies.ceeceseesiesessscserorassssaistsssssssonses 6810 0
Fines.............-.........-.......--........u......»..... 49 16 8
From the Magistrates for Ale and Beer Licensese.eveciercens ouses 8 0 0
Lanud Fees under all regulationse veeevevespooscccsnseccacerecares 864 11 6
Proportion of the Import Dutics from Lower Canada......v........]] 36342 0 8

£ || 59115 0 Yo

5. How are the Receipts appropriated ?

Ans. The moneys appertaining to the Provincial Funds are appropriat- appropristion of the
ed under the authority of different acts of the Legislature—and those belong. Receipta.
ing to the Crown, under orders of the Treasury or Colonial Department, or -,
by His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor in Council. In all cases they
are paid out under warrants of the Lieutenant Governor. The Lieutenant
Governor’s allowonce in lieu of Fees,—the per centage to the Agents in
Lower Canada,—and the Agency for the receipt and payment of the Cana-
da Company Fund, are exceptions from this rule. These warrants issue in
duplicate. They are acquitted by the party, by signing in the margin of each
warrant, and giving three additional reccipts. :

The preparing these vouchers for the Public Accounts form-a heavy
portion of the dutic3 6T thy office ; the body of each warrant being copied at
length eleven times cvery half year. :

6. What are the checks whereby the accuracy of the money transac-
tions in the Recciver General’s Office are tested ?

Ans. The general check whereby the accuracy of the money transactions Accuracy of the

in the Receiver General's Office are tested, is, the Balance Sheet of all differ- 577 ‘gsictions
ent Public Funds compared periodically with the Balance produced by the day testec R
or Cash Books, which are kept in Dr. and Cr.~—similar to an.account cutrent,

and also the Statements and Returns made by the different sub-accountants

to the Inspector General, of moneys transmitted to or paid into the hands of

the Receiver General within each period—and the Receiver General’s nu-

werical return, or account of Land Fees and Debentures. :

R :
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.The Returns of Militia Commissions, Fines, and Exemptiqns paid in,
arc made by the several Colonels of Militia Regiments to the Adjutant Gen-
cral of Militia. ' : o

The moncys received from Trustees and Commissioners under the:
denomination of Tolls aud Interest accruing from different Public Works,
Ferry Rents, &e. &c. may be checked by the respective accounts.

7. Can you sugaest any method whereby: those cliecks may be render-
cd more effectval? ' :

Ans. Under the present system, in which the business of the Department
is conducted, I am: rot aware that more effective. checks eould be adopted
cenerally; but in the event of its being distributed amongst the Clerks, it is
possible that a more concise method might be introduced. In this case, I
rezpectfully beg leave to refer to the Receiver General.

S. What were the balances on hand on 31st Octob‘e’r under cach head.
of service? T ' ‘ ~

Falane of Tublic Ans. The balance of all public moneys on hand on 31st ult., was £19,564

optons ou band oo currency 5 but until the receipts between the st July last and that date, are

o At Detvber Bt gictributed by the. Inspector General, the balance of each respective fund
cannot be correctly ascertained. - :

9. Where are those halances kept, that is, whether in the personal cus-
tody of some officer of the Department, or placed in some Bank as an official
depnsit, or, as an ordinary one, blended in a common account with private
funds, or kept in some place of supposed sccurity? ' ‘

Futwes ¢ Tullic  Aps, I .can only reply te this query, in-respect to.the balances of public
Monrrs, whee dec . i = DA . :

erts moneys at present under my charge, they are deposited in the Bank of Up-
Vartly iz Clarer. ner Canada, or in the Commercial Bank M. D., in this city : to the ordinary

t wha el City, o .
-‘“l"o?u:nu Y*account of the Honorablé John Henry Dunn.

Partli 2t Muzitzoal. The portion of Import duties due to this Province from Lower Canada,
from Revenues collected at the Port of Quebec, are in the first instance re-
ccived by the Receiver General's Agent there, for which service he is allowed
one half per cent. commission, by Provincial Act 1st, Wm. 4th, ch. 5, and are
withdrawn as required by the Recciver Generals draft on Montreal, which
usually bear a premium, and of which this Province receives the benefit, the
sume being credited in the public uccounts, .

10. What outstanding accounts are due to the Crown, or to any public
* - “trust or institution ? s -
The-Pable Works in Ans. The Public Works, with but few exceptions, are more or less in-
B T eer debted to Government for interest on Joans and moneys advanced towards.
&c the same under different acts of the Provincial Legislature.

L]

—_—

Tnterest an +iwvern. Nore.—The Interest accruing on Government Debentures in this Pro-
fj:i'_::])":;i-‘\';’l'l‘:‘._’a‘"fd"c- vince is regularly discharged at the Receiver General's office with the party
? © presenting the sume for payment, they signing Pay Lists therefor in du-
plicate. , . . S

11, What are the names of the. Accountants' who may be in default,
and what are the amount and cause of such default ? are the arrears in such
cases in course of liquidation or collection? Have proper means been taken
to prevent, as far as possible, the recurrence of similar irregularities by
means of strict checks, and by a c]o/sg‘ adherence to established regulations ?

Ans. "The Sub-accountant's returns Leing made to the Inspector Gene-

[

*>
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ral, this office is not in possession of the necessary mformatlon to answer :‘:::::; ;ﬁio‘thi;‘
satlsfactonl) this interrogatory, but a statement of such arrears due to Gov- properly answered. |

ernment as it is capable of affording, shall be furnished with all despatch

- 12. What is the system ﬂenexally, upon which the Reccnver General's
Office is conducted, more especially with respect to the distribution of bus-
incss among the Clerks of the departmcnt ? ‘ :

Ans. The dutics of the Receiver General's Department arc, to reccive R
all public monies, and to account for the same under the respective heads Dutics of the }’,g;‘;‘,';
of service comprised in the scveral different funds: to make all public pay- ment—how arranged
ments therefrom duly authorised and under the Licut. Governor’s warrants, 2{:‘3,;,3 whom dis.
and to account for the sainc: to ncgotiate the sale of all public debentures
and exchanges dirccted by acts of the Provincial Legislature ; and general- -
ly, to'manage all money transactions of the Provmce appertammu to the

De partmenls

- The public accounts are made up periodica]ly, as stated in reply No. 3.

T he Funds consist as follovss, ViZ i— L

4

L o - ' e,

RO und B. Currcncy, Provincial Revenue, ‘ ' Dosignation of the
“ I “ School Lands, These Funds are under the con- soveral funds.
L. o Law Society, trol of the Provincial Legislature.

“© W, o« War Losses ;. of :
which each Instalment forms a separate account. :
. 'This an extra service.
Fund D. Sterhng, Canada Company’s Fund.
~ «_E. Currency, Clergy of the Established Church.
“ ¥, Currency, Crown Lands. ' .
. % K. Sterling, with its auxiliary account C, of Land fees. This fund is
commonly denominated “Kings Rlohts,” or Casual and Tem-
torial Revenue. :

— A

For each of the above funds an annual Account Book, and also a half- Rooks of acongnt
yearlyAccouht Book is kept. "The following Account Books are also kept : kep;.o and " for what

2 Day Books, Journals or Cash Books, in which are noted the general and
daily receipts and payments in Dr. and Cr. similar to an'Account Cur~
rent. Onc of these books is kept by the Receiver General himself,

1 General Ledger. :

2 Letter Books, one for correspondence with the money housesin England,
and one for correspondence in Upper Canada generally.

2 Registry of Debentures as issued under the different acts of the Leglsla-

' ture, and each head of service entered dlstmctly o

2 Numerical Registry of Debentures, payable in England, and payable in
Upper Canada.

Land Fees under different reculatnons-.

Bills of Exchange. ~

Ferry and Mill Rents,

War Loss Account. :

Do. Check Account.
‘Do.  Debenture Book of Reg:str3

- Do. ‘Pay List in duplicate for each msta]ment separately. -

Pay Lists of Militia claims.

Pay Lists of Clergy of the Estabhshed Charch of England ; these are paid
‘by negotiable drafts drawn on the Receiver General, .

Pay List of Presbyterian Clergy.- United Presbyterian Synod of Upper '
Canada, in duplicate.
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Pay Lists of Interest on Government Debentures. The payment of these
together with the. endorsement of interest on cach Debenture as pre- -
gented, as directed by the acts of the Provincial Legislature, forms a
heavy portion of the dutics of the office. They are also kept in du-
plicate. Of these there are upwards of 900. '

. Numecrical Lists of Warrants.
. Book of Public Works. :

Interest Account Books of Ditto. '

Crown Lands sold by Colonel Talbot.

Official Return and Statement Book.

Book of obscrvations on the Receiver General’s public accounts, made by
the Commissioners of the Board of Audit in London on their examina-
tion at Somerset House, and the Receiver General’s replies thereto.

The Receiver General’s Department is comprised of :—
Persons composing .
the Departmor:t. Receiver General.
Ist, or Chicf Clerk.
2nd. Clerk.
3rd. Clerk, occasionally assisted by
1th. or Copying Clerk.

Thoir several duties. The Clerks duties at present arc as follows :—

Ist. Clerk in absence of the Receiver Gcnera{ has that officer’s duty to per-
form, and the gencral superintenidance of the office : receives and pays
all public moncys, ncgotiation of Debentures and Exchanges, Debenture -
Registry, Public Works with their intcrest accounts, Day Book, Ledger,
Correspondence and Receipts, Militia Payments, Church of. England
Drafts, Presbyterian Ministers, Auxiliary Books & Land Fees, Returns
and Statements, and attends to the Accounts generally.

2nd Clerk. Provincial Fund and Accounts, Warrants, Receipts, Assists in
public receipts and payments, Numerical Registry of Debentures,
Warrant Lists, Lists of pavments to Public Works, and assists gengral-
ly in getting up the Public Accounts. ' ‘

3rd. Clerk.—Crown Funds and Accdunts, Warrants :1'nd Receipts, tﬁe dif-

ferent Pay Lists, & assists generally in making up the Public Accounts.
i

In considering the nature and cxtent of the general duties of this Depart-
OG:"fh':‘ d°b.‘°“‘~“i°"° ment, it will be remembered that much time is consumed in the examination
uties of the . e .

office. of powers and vouchers prescnted by Agents and others establishing their

¢ claims upon the Government. These powers and also all letters on public
business, when received, are endorsed and filed.  All acts relating to grants -

of moneys and other matters connected with this oflice, are continually under

investigation, and make a further inroad upon time. And here I would take

the liberty of suggesting the importance and necessity of copies of all money

acts being supplied to this office, as soon after they become Laws as-prac-

ticable—reference to the originals in the Secretary’s Office being an obstacle

to that despatch in business which scems at all times desirable.

13. What is the mode adopted in the management of the public debt 7

Poblic Debts,—man. Ans. No public debt is contracted except under the authority of an act
rg meat of— of the Legislature, and the issue of Debentures under the orders of the. Licut.
Governor: in all cases of issue or redcmption they are duly advertized in-the

- Government Gazette, agreeably to the acts, &c. :

14. Can you suggest any mode whereby the issue- and redemption of
Debentures may be conducted on 2 more correct, convenient, and satisfac-
tory systcm than the one now followed ? g . \
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Ans. T think, with submission, the present mode of issue and redemption
of Government Debentures, is not susceptible of any essential improvement.

No. 1. Upon what authority or information is your statement of the
- gecurities given by the Receiver General, founded ?

Ans. From the Report of the Receciver General himself, made some
time since. to the Legislature or the Licutenant Governor.

3. I'rom your answer to this query, the committee infer that moneys
are received in the office of the Receiver General from persons tendering
pavment of the same, without any accompanying document to establish the
accurracy of the mmount of such payment, and thatin point of fact, it is
not considercd any part of the duty of the Receiver General to inquire into
the particulars of such payments. Are the committee correct in drawing
this inference ? S
Ans. Certainty, in respect to those from Collectors and Inspectors, Further obeervations
‘Those for Land Fees are regulated by Orders in Council under different re-fyn 3 o *° %
vulations made in respect thercto from time to time. In other respects the
particular head of service is stated by the payeec.

- No. 4. A. Might not all the othier public moneys, such for instance, ‘as” .

instalments on Crown Lands, Clergy Reserves, Rents of Clergy Reserves, . .

. . s public mo-
Payment for Timber sold from Crown Lands, be paid at once into the Re- neys migit be paid
ceiver General, without paying through the Commissioner of Crown Lands [fiothe Kseirer Ce-
ot other public offices at Toronto, without creating any confusion in the stance, with sdvas.-
system of conducting public business, thereby making the Receiver Genera '8¢ tothe public sor. .
the only officer at the scat of Government through whose hands the public '

moneys pass?

Ans. I think a system adopted on this as a general principle, would be
found beneficial to the public service, if introduced and established by coun«
ter check,—but it would greatly increase the duties of public service in the
Receiver General’s Office. -

No. 4. B. Aniong the items of revenue enumerated in your answers, :
there is a credit of £201 14s. 10d. for premium on Bills of Exchange on Mon- Amount of preminm
treal. Is there any method by which the accuracy of such credits can be 32 pille of Exchange
checked, or do thcy depend entirely on the honor of the Receiver General? certained.

Ans. None. The certificate of the Bank or party to whom such bill |
is sold, 1 apprehend, would be satisfactory in this case. ,

No. 4. C. Is there an interest account kept between the Recciver Gen- g, . :
. . . . interest avcomnt
eral and his Agent in Lower Canada, on account of the public moneys re- kept with Agent in
ceived by such Agent? Lower Caneda,

Ans. Not that I am aware of, I believe not.

No. 8. A. You say the balance in hand on 31st October, was £19,564 alanco on hend Jlee

. ct. last, where di
——where is that balance? positat t, o

Ans. In the hands of the Receiver General's Agent in Montreal, and in
deposit in the Bank of Upper Canada, viz :—

£16,342 with the Agert, and’
£ 3,222 in the Bank. ’

No. 8, B. Had Mr. Dunn drawn no bills against. the revenue, payable
to his Agent at Montreal, previous to his depa;tm‘e?

Ans. Not that I know of, .
. : . ‘S
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No. 8. C. Who is the Agent of the Receiver General in Montreal?

;mba?ﬂo Zgout l?f Ans. In the absence of the Receiver General, I draw upon Messrs.
oceviver General in g . - :
Moctroat, o Forsyth, Richardson, & Co. 1 therefore conclude that they arc the Agents

of the Receiver General.

No. 8. D. Did Mr. Dunn leave any Bonds or Promisory Notes, or other
funds to be collected, and when collected to be held by you as a part of tho
- public funds to pay any balance which might be due the Government?

Ans. ch, and tb.ey were applied accordmgly.

No, 8. E. To what amount? N
Begs that this ques. Ans. The total amiount "placed in my hands to carry on public service.
ion may ke with-\wag £16,980, the particulars of which I'consider strictly confidential, and so

I stated to the Hon. Mr. Macaulay, when exhibiting my books. 1 therefore
respectfully request this iuterrogatory may be withdrawn, or suspended till
Mr. Dunn arrives, who is cxpected every hour—and I couId not answer it
without v101atmw such confidence.

Whether public and No. 0. A. You say that the balances of public moneys are deposited

povate funds om gy the Bank of Upper Cunada, or in the Commercial Bank, to the ordinary
ended in banks by

ccoivor Coneral. ~ @ccount of Mr. Dunn.—Are the Committee to understand from this answer,

that the public and private transactions of the Receiver Gencral with the

Banks are blended together, and that checks by him for the public service,

and for his privatc use, are drawn on one fund common for both purposes ? ?

- »

e Ans. T understand that Mr. Dunn has but one account there. -
Average chily pay. No. 12. A. What is the duily average number of payments made to.
menty Lo Recciver you ? : .
Generat, .

Ans. About three.

ty Recoiver Genoral,

Dauly payments inad No. 12. B. What is the daily average payments which you make ? .

Ans. About ten.

-
«

What chock exie. . No. 12. C. What check cxists upon vou in accounting for Receipts of
Land Fees, moncys paid by the Land Dcpartments of Dlstrlcts, premium on
Exchange, &c.

Land feos chechedby Ans. The Land Fees arc checked by the Receiver General’s numerical
. account C. it is the auxilliary account always accompanying account K. I
No checks in respect know of no checks in respect to the Land Board, the premium on exchange,
to Land Board.
&c. may be checked by Bank certificates—answers to these two questions
will be tound in the former part of my examination.

I. Tn your last account rendered to the Committee, in which you make
a balancé duc by Mr. Dunn to the Government, of the sum of* £1,496 0 43,
you charge as having paid, the sum of £49, 305 17 1}, what does this last
sum consist of ?

Sum of £45.305 17 Ans. Warrants ......... I ST ceeeieeen....£40,304 11 9%

1 how disposcd of. Militia Pensions. ...... cieeetasicesaeneseses 1,166 4 8%

: Interest on Dcbentures..covvevveeenenes eoee 2862 19 51

War Losses....... R NP 7 P2 U P

i £45,305 17 1}

Ihotber sccount is 2. Is there any account kept in the Receiver General’s office with the
pt with agent in

Montreul. Agent in Lower Canada, who is appointed to receive the proportion of

Duties due Upper Canada ?
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Ans. On recetving advice from the Agentof his having received the
proportion of Import Duties due to this Province, the full amount is at once
credited to the Public and the moneys are drawn for afterwards

. 3. Is any account opened in any of. the books of the Recelver General’s
office, debiting the Agent with the sums so received by him, and giving him
credit for the amount of Drafts,—so that by inspection of the books, the

- balances due and the place of its deposit would appear?

Ans. There is no account in the office of this descrlptlon that I am
aware of. lt is I believe with the Recelvei'\ General,

4. Can you inform the Committee where the balance of £41496 0 43, Whero is tho bal,
duc this Provmce, now is, or any part thereof? ance.

Ans. The whole of the balances due to the Public are in the hands of é“en,,",:?";nﬁf.}f&"{:

the Receiver General, with the exception of the monies statcd in my memo- exceptions.
randum of Balauce on 30th June-and 31st October-1839;-. -

5. Can you, as Chief Clerk in the oﬁice, either from personal know-
ledge or from your books, give information as to where the balance of
£41496 0 4} is deposited ?

Ans. This remains entirely with the Receiver Gencral ; 1 have no book
ntatmg the fact. , : :

Mr. Turquand produced the Cash Book kept by him dunnc Mr. Dunn’s cagh Book producod,
absence, which upon examination the Committee found had been correctly .
described by Mr. Turquand in his answers to the 3rd, 6th, and 12th Queries
of the Committee. The Committee also found on examining the Cash Book
kept by- the 1st Clerk in the Receiver Generals office, that two Bons of a
Commereial house in this city amounting nearly to £1500, and a Govern-
ment Debenture for £2000, were cntered as part of the’ funds handed over .
~ to the 1st Clerk to make payments on the Public account during the tem-
porary .absence of the Recelver General.

Mr. Turquand also furnished a correct statement of the Balances of the A;:;:;;“ Balaoocs
various Funds on 30th June last, shewing a sum total in the hands of the® ' '
: Receiver General at that period of £27016 9 9} Provincial Currency.

Mr. Turquand produced a statement entitled ** addenda to the statement
of public Balances on hand the 30th June 1839, as furnished to the Com-
mittee of Investigation,” shewing the total amiount of Balances on hand in
the Receiver General’s office on  the 31st Oct. 1839, to be £41496 0 4},

. Mr. Turquand again also produced his Day Book, Journal, or Cash Dsy Book produced.
Book, to give further information respecting the sum of £16980, left in his
hands to meet the exigencies of the Public service, and it appeared that a
portion of that sum amountmg to £5000, consisted of Debentures, instead of
£2000, as formerly understood by the Commlttee, and instead of £16980,
available Funds left with him, the sum appeared to be only £12558 8 114,

Ques What was the balance at the credit of Mr. Dunn with the Bank
of Upper Canada on the 3lst October last, and the amount of cash in the
till at the same date? .

Ans. 'The amount of Mr. Dun’s credit in the Bank of Upper Canada on crvdita on e et
the 818t October last, was £4,299 6s. 1d. currency,—and the amount of cash “;n':;“‘g: ﬁf;:’l}lm'
in his till £367 19s. 114d. currency,—and £10,583 63, 8d. in Debentures on, Doben:ares on hand,

of, and purchased by, the School Funds.

Ques. Give the ‘number of Debentures, of which the £5,000 left by Mr. No. of Debontm-
Dunn with you was composed? ‘ ,
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What isthacharzcier -

of Fuud !

‘This question refir-

':ggr”::”lhc Inspector audd Mohawk River, “Tyendinaga.” 'Fhe Honorable the Inspector Gen-
- eral can furnish some cxplanation of these moncys. The account is kept
— separate by order of Sir Peregrine Maitland, dated 19th December 1820,
State of IRoceiver State of the Recciver General’s Balances on'the 30tk June, 1839, .
Goneral's balances . ) .
t;gsgtho 30th June : T T T e T e e = T £
: l l Ix Abvaxce. O~ Haxp, -
Fund, l ! Sterling i Currcncy " Sterling Currency
. [ i . A
B [Provincial evulesereeesereanaleseresncennnenllonsieasoaniel| 11459 9 333
D Canada Com.j...... vessenealeracensenenes-|l92200 10 5}
E Clergy.eeeeitesesenseaneaes| 1859 10 73}
¥ Crown Land.leeeseeecseccccfoocssacsassscsflossracasecaas 530 b 43
| SChOOI‘-....!.............. séerescsecasss|{sessscsccnasns 1133 12 li
K Crown Cas. &/ I
Ter. Rev'e.[79557 0 6}]5,-4 . '
L Law Socicty. [seeeesscsesosaivnsosossssraeslliaoraceaceaes) 218 11 10
W 32} {War Losses. loeessosneceess| 387 15 1135
WW3I§ Do.l‘..il.lll'l'u.l." P L 2008 0 04
| = -
79557 0 61 1046 7 6312 l9‘.)?.5)9 10 54| 15349 18 8} %
| 8839 13 413, : 10351 1 133 -
————"ls8306 13 11 102510 11 7}
90344 0 6} " Total,..£]117860 10 - 833
———H Advances,..] 9:344 0 6}

“ 23,

« 99, Kettle Creck ITarbor,

do.

Ans. No. 22. Burlington Bay Canal,. ...

do.....

ceeves .. £1000
1000
2000

s r e e e

£5000

(Ques. In your account current, you credit Fund F, with £530 Js. 44d.
—will you state what the character of the fund is, and whether it ought not
to be carried to-the eredit of the Casual and Territorial Revenue Fund !

[4

Ans. Sales of lands credited to the Crown

—

by the I

nhia’ns‘on the Credit

Total on hand, 30th June 1839, in Provincial Currency, £

AR. G. O, 16th Nov, 1839,

E. E.
(Signed)

27516 9 944

B. TURQUAND,

Senior Clerk,

Ezplanatory Remarks.~In consequence of a communication from Messre,
Glynn, Halifax & Co. requiring remittance, the sum of £8365 10 7 Sterling,
‘was paid to those gentlemen, not yet charged in the Public Accounts, wait-
ing for their own account against the Government of this country, which

will shew the receipt.

The charge will then be made accordingly, together

~with the premium at the current rate of Exchange at that date.

be placed in the hy
Lieutenant Goverior.

The whole amount of the warrant £12,000 to purchase Debentures on
account of the School monies, is charged in the Public Accounts, and £10,-
583 6 8 has been invested. The Debentures lay with the Recciver General
until the whole sum of the Debentures: called in be redeemed, and will then

s of the Bursar of King’s College by direction of the

N vBo To
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. Addgnda to the Statement of public Balances on hand the 30th June
1839, as furnished to the Committec of Investigation.

. . , : : £ s d.

Balkinee on hind 39th Jine 1839, at night, as per Statement rendered. . !'37516 0 9% Addenda to the st
" . tenni] e B s . Qs 1 enda ° -
lotalamount received from Ist July to 31st October 1839, inclusive....|59285 7 8} <eriaiorme sste-
e hand 30th June 1839.
' ~ £'80891 17 6
Total amount paid up to 31st October 1839....... cereeerereensiess 10305 17 1}

Total amount of balance on hand........~........................:’.‘.i:/il-l()(} 0 44

LCrrors excepted,

Receiver Generai’s Oilice, (Sizned) B. TURQIi\ND, )
Toronto, Nov. 20th, 1839, ' Scuor Clerk

Subject to tire clinrge of the £8365 10 7 Sterling, paid Messes. Glynn,
Halitax & Co. together with the premium on kxchange as betore stated, and
the warrants that have issucd of previons date to the 31st October, not yet
presented for paymeni, amounting to £281 7 1 Currency, and £1000 to the
Receiver General under the act. . ‘

B. T.

Ezamination of G. S.-Boulton, Esq..

No. 1. In what particulﬁrs do you conceive the Public Accounts sent to
the House of Assembly to be deficient ?

Ans. T am not particularly acquainted with the duty of the Receiver
General, but supposcd that the accounts and cstimates sent down to the . . . .~ -
House of Assembly. were preparcd by the Inspector General. I consider Boulton,Esq.,M.P.P.
they have been defective heretofore in not setting before the Legislature the
sum which, according to various acts of Parliament, might be requircd from
the Receiver General, which no funds remained in his hands to liquidate. I -
recollect a grant for £16,000 was made for the inprovement of the navigation
of the Inland Waters of the District of Necwcastle, to be paid out of uny moneys
in the Receiver General’s hands, or which might come into his hands for the
usecs of the Province. Very great difficnity has been experienced by the
Commissioners appointed to superintend this work, in obtaining money on
account thereof; and they were informed some months since, that no more
could be obtained. That grant, T believe, was not included in the estimate
of last year or the year betore, and the Legislature were not called upon to
provide that sum if they could have done so.

D e —

Cory, ' . INVESTIGATION Commission,
No. 14, . ’ CommrrTeE No. 2,
' : ’ 11¢th November, 1839.

Sir,

~

) 1 am directed by the Committee No. 2, to t'ransmit; 10 you the Letter from Commit.
following: queries, in order that you may be prepared with the information teo requiring an an-
required, when next called upon to attend the committee, to state the parti-ges, ~
culars of the sum of .£16,980 left with you to be applied to Government dis-

bursements, under the following heads :—

Cash in Till.
Bonds and Promisssory Notes.

Receipts on account of Salaries.
*T
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‘I
|

Deposit in the Bank of Upper Canada.
Deposit in the Commercial Bank.

At your credit in Ylontreal,

Deposits clsewhere,

I am, &e.

(Signed) T. W. BIRCHALL,
B. Turquand, Esq. Secretary,
Recgiver Ucylcral's'Oﬂlcc.

Rcecriver Gryerav’s OrricE,
~Toronto]11th Nov. 1839,
Sin,

Ansuor of Mr. Tur- I have shewn your letter of this date to the Recciver General,

uind to the s . . . - . .

e fote &M and am insructed by him to say, that he considers the matter to which it
relates as strictiy private between himself and me.

I merely undertook that business as Xr. Dunn’s private agent, with his
dircctions, that all monics coming into fay hands should be applied on his
aceount, xid to producze the bulince due to the public whenever required,
which was, und is ready accordingly. '

I have, &ec.
(Signed) B. TURQUAND.
T. W. Birchall, Esq. Sccretary, §c. &c.

- IxvEsTicATION CoMMISSION,
No. 18. CoxmitTee No. 2.
12t/ November, 1839,

Cory,

Sir,

Letter from Cotamit. The Committee No. 2, of the Investigation Commission, are
e requiring the pro- Josirous of sceing one of the Books in your office, will you therefore have

ction of a certiia R=] .
bonk in Recviver Gen- the gooduess to instruct your chief clerk, Mr. Turquand, to produce before
oral's Office. the Committee, the “ Day Book, Journal, or Cash Book,” which is kept by
humself, (alluded to in his reply to the 12th query, transmitted to him res-

pecting your oflice,) and to explain the entries therein,
I have, &c:

(Signed,) WM. ALLAN,
. . ' Chairman.
The Hon'’ble John Ienry Dunn, &c. &c.

Recetver Generar's OFFICE,
Toronto, Nov. 12th, 1839.
Sin,

Mr Dunw's snswer I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
thezezo, this days’ date, requesting to be furnished with a certain book bept by Mr.
Turquand during my absence. In reply, I have to state for the information
of ithe committee, that this book is more for my private use than for the
public ; that the public books of the office contain all my public transactions,
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and which boois I am rcady to submit to any ini’estigation you may please
to direct.

I have, &ec.

(Signed) JOIIN II. DUNN,
The Hon. Wm. Allan, Recciver General,
 Chairman of the Investization,
Coinmittee No. 2, Committce Room,

Cory. InvesTitaTION CoMmissioN,
No. 21, Coymirree No. 2, )
12th November 1839.
Sir,

The Committee appointed to investigate into the conduct of the Conmittes again re,
Receiver General's Office, are unwilling to believe that you intend to refuse f,f',;;‘:i;*;‘;é"°°k~b°f°"
the production of any book kept in your office containing public matters.—
They therefore reiterate their requisition-for the production of the Journal,
Ledger, or Cash-Book kept by vour Senior Clerk during vour absence, the
production of which they deem essential to the prosccution of their inquiry.

I have, &c.

(Signed) Wn. ALLAN,
‘The Hon. John H. Dunn, ' Chairman.
Receiver General,

P, 8. 'The Committec request that a positive answer may be returned
to this communication, before 12 o’clock to-morrow, the usual hour of the
meeting of the committee. W, A.

———

Receiver GENeErAL’s OFFICE,
Toronto, 13th November, 1839.
Sin, . . .
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yester- Reccirer General
day’s date, and to state for your information, that I am ready to hand over 2§z deelines produ,
to you or your order without delay, all the public accounts and documents foru-to give upall the*
in my office from the commencement of my assuming the duty of Receiver Sihor - pablic doco.
General in 1820, to this present time, and will fecl great pleasure to explain cortain conditions.
and offer cvery information in my power connected with thosc accounts, in
order that the balance of public money in my hands may be ascertained ;
and when the same is so ascertained, I am quite willing and shall be happy
that some more sate placc of deposite be directed by the Government,—rely-
ing on the justice of Government to rclieve and give up alLmy bonds and
securities, which have been given by me in virtue of a ReSolution of the
House of Assembly, originating with Mr. Win, Lyon Mackenzie, about the
year 1830—reserving the securities named i the Royal Letters Patent
which have just issued to me from Her most Gracious Majesty.  Should the
Public Balances, however, be deposited with the Commissariat of this place,
I bave no objection whatever that my own Bonds should remain in full force.
With respect to the book of memorandums to which you have refercuce, 1
consider it to be quite for my private use and-satisfaction. It is similar to
others in the possession of Mr. Turquand, hept by him on three or four for-
mer occasions in my absence on the Public Service. Mr. Turquand acted
for me-as my public and private dgent. I was the Accountant, and dlone
responsible for the public money passing through his hands ; and as 1 had no
security whatever from Mr, Turquand, or any of the gentlemen employed in
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my office, my arranzements were made for affording cvery accommodation,
and the puyment of “ihe balances whenever called: for, with .a?. much sccurity
as I couidy under the eircumstances of the case, for mysclt. | I arrived here
from i fand, on the morning of the I1th, and am very mu\,.l engaged in

setling «ae transactions of l!xC ofiice whilst absent.
1 have, &ec.-

: (Signed)  JOHN IH. DUNN,
The Lion, Wine Allun, Chairiman, §ec. : R. G.

Cory, InvesTicaTIeN CoMinssion,
No. 28. Comxirres No. 2,
181/, x‘fou:hzbcr, 1839.
Sim, : «
The Conmmittce No. 2 of*the Inv(‘st. oation COlllmlSQIOH, are
l’;?"ﬂ’c‘:f:'c'f“:_‘fr‘]‘o" desirous of seeing your last accounts current with the ageiis in Montreal,
rals Azent in Men. Who are appomtc‘d by you fol ‘reeeiving the proportion “of Revenue from

teeal, required Lower Canada.

Will you therefore have the goodnc s to transmit the same to the Come
Imittee.
I have, &c.
- (Signed) WM. ALLAN,
The Hon. John 1. Dunn, : Chairman.
Recciver General, §e. &c. ~

Recerver Generat's OFFree. ™
_ Toronto, 19th Nov. 1839,
Siw,
E{ltl\lcewcr ngq:ﬂ de- In reply to your note, 1 have the honor to state, that I have
chines trapsmitng o .,c“.unh with Forsyih, Richardson & Co. except such as relate to'my

tho same,
personz; transations with them, and these I decline transmitting to the Com-
mittce. )
I have, &c¢. ,

. : ' (Signed) JOHN H. DUNN,

The Hon. Wm. Allan, Chairman, §e. . R. G.
. ! . . 3

ol

Cory. . INVESTIGATION Comﬁsson,
I‘, 0. 36. CommrTEE No. 2,
e : . 21st November, 1839.
s Sm, ‘

Wh It appears by examination of the accounts produced by the

oro ia_the balance _

ot £41,496 0s 4442 senior clerk in your ofiice, that a balance of £41,496 0 4} was due by you
to the Government on the 31st October last, and-it-al§o appcars, by his an-
swer to a question put by the. Commlttec, that he is not aware where this
balance is deposited.

The Committee now request that you will inform them, without delay,
where the said balance is, whether it 1s in your personal custody, in any or
\\h‘lt Bank, or in what other place of supposed security %,

1 havc, &ec.
- (Signed) WM ALLAN,
The Hon. John H. Dunn, , ' 4 Clzazrman.
Receiver General, &c. &ec. ' :
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Receiver GENERAL'S OFFICE,
. Toronto, 22nd Nov. 1839,
_ SIR, ) ‘
. In reply to your communication of yesterday's date, stating .

that o balance remained in my hands of £11,496 0 4% on the 31st October Recciver General's

lst, and requesting to know where it is. In reply, Lliave the honor to state fteiemont in snrwer

that £8365 10 7 St'g was paid to Messrs Glynn, Halifax & Co. to enable them ° going

to pay Dividends on Debentures equgl with -Exchange to about £10,560 Cly, — -- - — — -
£10 580 odds paid to redemption of Debentures,
L£12, 558 B 11 left in Mr. Turquand’s hands. The balance, Mr. Tur-

quand had in my abscnce authority to draw, countersizned by my son, on

Messrs. Forsyth, Richardsen & Co. where it is deposited, and subject to my

order. I have no means of proving this, than by either writing {o those

gentlemen, to know the fact for the committce’s satisfaction, or by bringing

to this city the specie, (in which case, the risk and cxpense cannot fall upon

me) or to draw for the amount in favor of any of the Banks, or in.favor of

any individual His Excellency nay please to direct by warrant.

+ I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHIN H. DUNYN,
. ’ R. G.
The Hon. Wm, Allan,
Chairman, &e. &e.
Corv. InvesTicATION COMMISSION.

No. 37. . . Commirtee No. 2.

23rd November, 1839.
Sin, . .

Upon examination of your letter of 22nd, the committec regret Receiver Genenl
'to find that it is not an answer to the communication which was addressed to 22778, g
you on 2lst inst., requesting you would state the place or places in which furthor explaastion is

was deposited the balance of £41,496 0s. 43d. due by you to the Govern- "¢
ment on 31st October last,

To this inquiry you have replied, by mentioning certain payments for
which you had been allowed credit before the above mentioned balance was
struck. It thus appears that you have misapprehended the object of the ques-
tion proposed to you.

1 have now to request that you will transmit to the committee as soon
as your convenience may permit, a full explanatory answer,

1 have, &c. . :
(Signed) ~ Ww.-ALLAN,
The Hon. Jobn H. Dupn, ..~ -+ =~ Chairman.
&c. &e.
Recerver GENERAL’s OFFICE,
Toronto, 23rd November, 1839.
Sir,

, In reply to your letter of this date, I regret exceedingly that . . .
I should have misa;?pzrchezded your letter of the 21st inst. I wus very much (l,lxe;l:;:{io(:?nenl "
indisposed and confined to my bed and unable to attend to business of any’
kind. ‘I have not been able to investigate the accounts since my return from
Eogland ; but presuming that the Sentor Clerk is correct in his statement
of the balance on the 31st October, viz: £41§96 0 4% currency, exclusive
. . :
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of the invested School moncy of £1416 13 4 it 15 accounted for in the fol-
lowing manncr.

Aboui £1i4,360 prid Glynn, Halifax & Co.
44466 Mr. Tvrquand states to have had in his hands,

Halince £96,370. " Tl balance is in the hands of Messrs. Forsyth & Richardson, at my
risk, and 1ealy io be drawn for. )

. ) 1 have. &c.

) (Signed)  JOHN I DUNN, = -
Reeciver General.
'The Hon, Wm. Allan,
Chairaen, §eo Se.

Cory. . InvesTicaTioN Commissios.
2 ~No. 39, Coxmrrter No. 2.°
25th November, 1839,
Suz,

In your letier of this day, you state that about £10,560
In what manner and ha= heen pogd to Mesers, Glyun, Halifax, & Co.  Will yoy imdorm the com- -
B et e 1o IitCE “h.':') this amount was paid, no evidence of such payment appearing
Giynn. Halifuz &t o. in your official bouks. ‘

2. THave yvou any letter acknowledging—account current, or receipt
shewing thc paymnent? -

3. Wasit transmitted by a Bill on Englund from this country, or how
was it paid /

4. If it was paid in England, by whom was it paid for you—and was
itpaid out of funds belonging to the P’rovince raised by Debenture there ?

I have, &c. ¢
(Signed) Wm. ALLAN,

* The Hon. John . Dunn, Chairman.
Qe &e. &

k)

Recoiver GenNeraL’s OFFICE,
Toronto, 25th November, 1839.
Sir, 2v

In reply to your communication T have theionor to state to
Reccirer  General's you for the information of the Committee, that the moncy alluded to was
nnawers paid about February last, to Messrs. Glynn, Halifax & Co., and that I am
waitinz for their account current as an acknowledgment of the fact, to ob-
tain Hi¢ Excellency’s Warrant, and when the day on which the payment is
credited to Upper Cantada shall be ascertained, 1t was my intention to pro-
cure a certificate of the lowest current rate of Exchange., This money does
not appear in the accounts at present in any shape or way whatever, 1de-

clare this to you, and am prepared to make oath to the whole matter, _

I have, &ec.

(Signed)  JOHN H. DUNN,
Receiver General, ‘

‘The 1lon. WmoAllan, ° -
Clairman, &c &é.
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Cory. INvEsTIGATION CoOMMISSION, '

No. 40, CommrrrEE, No. 2,
i - 26th November, 1839.

Sir, .
- - Your letter of 25th instant, in reply to the communication of A direct answer ‘re-
the same date, addressed to you by desire of the Committee has been laid q‘;::;:fbo}gmﬁgﬁz
hefore that body, who regret to find that the following queries are not therein sod to the Receiver
answered. ' eacml.

3. Was it transmitted by a Bill on England from this country, or how
was it paid?

4. Ifit waspaid in' England, -by whom was it paid for you—and was it Q.
paid out of funds belonging to the Province, raised by Debentures there !

The Committee request a direct answer to each of these queries, which
they await in order to close their present proceedings as regards your office.

I have, &ec.
(Signed)  Wm, ALLAN,
. Chairman.
The Hon. John H. Dunn, .
&c.  &c. &
Receiver GeNerALS OfFICE.
Toronto, 26th November, 1839,
Str,

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of this day’s .
date, in reference to the sum of money which was remitted to Messrs. Glynn, ceiver Generat in
Halifax & Co., at their earnest wish, to enable them to pay Dividends on answer.

Upper Canada Debentures due in January 1839. I beg to state that the sum

was remitted from New York in Noverber 1838, and that it was not the

proceeds of any Debentures sold or belonging to the Public,

fhavc,&c. T T T e SRR T
(Signed) JOHN H. DUNN,

Receiver General,

The Hon. Wm. Allan,
Chairman, &c.

INVESTIGATION COMMISSION.
No. 42. CommitTeE No. 2.
27th November, 1839.

Cory,

Sir .
, In reply to the queries transmittted to you yesterday, you o, gy whom was the
state, that the monies paid to Glynn, Halifax & Co., were remitted from mosey remitted?

New York in Nov. 1838,

Will you now be pleased to state for the information of the Committee,
(as previously requested) by whom the money was remitted and at what
rate of Exchange ?

I have, &c.
(Signed) - Wm, ALLAN,

Chairman.
The Hon. John H. Dunn,
&c.  &Ge.  Geo -



80  Rcport on Public Departments. [5th Sess. 13th Parl,
———e e

<

Receiver GeNerar’s OFFICE.
Toronto, 28th November, 1839.
Sir, - : ~ :
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
Recoiver Genenal's Of yestorday’s date, and in reply, I beg to inclose two Exchanges, making
snawer. £8365 10 7 sterling, Premium &c. at 10 per cent. I mude enquiry at the
Bank here, and fonnd the rate of Exchange about 13 or 14 per cent, and not
drawing. The Exchange on New York was I think about-4 per cent—
Thesc particulars may be had from the Banks. The Committee may call
to mind, that it was about Nov. 1838, that there was a considerable agitation
in the Provinces from a threatened invasion from the United States, and I
did not like to delay sending all the means 1 could, to sustain our credit in
London. [ thiuk I informed the Hon. Mr. Sullivan of the transaction at the

time.
I have, &c.

(Signed) JOHN II. DUNN,
s Kecever General.
The Hon. Wm. Allan,

Chairman, &e.

Cory, INvesTiGATION CoMMIssioN,
No. 1. CommitTee No. 2,

28th Norvember 1839.
Sir, N
In reference to your communication of this day’s date, enclo-
sing two exchanges making L8350 10 7 Sterling, the committee desire to

1s that sum placod to, T 1.5 > : ey 1
tho crodit of the Tro. UC INformed whether or not you have in your possession any letters of advice
vince? addressed to yoursclf or any other party by Messrs. Glynn, Halifax & Co.
stating that the above sum was placed by them to the credit of this Province,
and if you have, will you be pleased to transmit the same for the inspection

of the committce,, o

The two bills of exchange urc encloscd herewith.,

I have, &c.

(Signed) WM. ALLAN,
The Hon. John Henry Dunn, Chairman.

&c. & 4.

Recerver GeneEraL's OFFICE,

Toronto, 29th November 1839.
Sir, .
n reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, T beg leave to state,
That sum hs been DAL L have no letter or account which acknowledges the receipt of £8365
placed to the credit 10 7. 'This money however, has been reccived, and it has been placed to
of tho Frovince.  the credit of the Government of Upper Canada. So I was personally in-
formed by Messrs. Glynn, Halifax & Co. whilst in London in July last. Tam
under no pecuniary obligation whatever to those gentlemen, or they to me.
I have no privatc account with them. Ientertain for. those gentlemen a very
high respect and esteem, for their exertion and expression of willingness

for the prosperity of the Province, and which I hope may long exist.

1 have, &c.

: (Signed) JOHN H. DUNN, .
The Hon. Wm. Allan, , Recciver General.
&c. &c. &ec. -
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Cory. ' InvesTicaTION COMMISSION,
No. 47. Coxmirree No. 2,
, 2nd Deccember, 1839.
N,

, The Committe appointed to investigate the Recciver General’s under what authority
and other oflices, are desirous of ascertaining, under-what authority you :;l:ﬁi::ﬁ:gﬁ;g;;
charge agency for the receipt and payment of the Canada Company Fund. ¥and?

Will you have the goodness to furnish the committec with this information,
I have, &c. : :

The Hon. (Signed) Wm. ALLAN,
John H. Dunn, &c. §e. §c : Chairman.

ot——

Recciver GENERALs OFFICE.
Toronto, 3rd Dcc. 1839.
Sin,

T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of p, Lutmority of e
vesterday's date, and beg leave to enclose a copy of s return made to me by LortsCommissiogers
command of the Risht Honorable the Lords Commissioners of His Majes- °f the T‘”"""\?
ty's (Georae 4th,) Treasury, dated 31st August 1827,

I have, &c. .
. ' (Signed) JOHN H, DUNN,
"The Hon, Win, Allan, Chairman, §c. R. G.

UPPER CANADA.

Estimate of the charges of defraying the Civil Establishment of Upper
Canada, from the 1st day of January to the 31st day of December 1826.

£8590 5 © :
- £ g d
Salary to the Licutenant GoOvEInor..vesess cveessivsossssrssienssasf] 2000 0 O .
’ s Chicfjusﬁcc ® 0 2000 8000 0000000000000 0000000000 RSN 1100 0 OEnimt. o‘flﬂ]om! :
“ Attorney General. e cvveenvreereenecscssnnssensonanes 300 O O todefray the expen.
“~  Solicitor Generalssieueesues.ns evreseraiiiasinnaa.fl 100 0 020 oftho Civil Eata-
o 2 Judges .of the Court of the King’s Bench, at £750 per an- - blishment for 1646
num, €ach coveevenvenase Cevesecrentsesnisncnen 1500 0 o
. Clerk of the Crown and Pleas.vseveresesnsssecennnsos 100 0 0
“ 2 Sheriffs at £100 pcr annumeach ¢vevvvvveinnennn. 200 0 0
- ——-#_. _ Secretary and Registrar. ceeceeeccesesesssisacssonses 300 0 0
“ Clerk of the Council vseseedeivesraiininiviocismesl— 100_.0_Q.
«  TReceiver General of Revenues. coveeee secnasoscvscesass 200 0 ¢ T
“ 5 Executive Councellors at £100 per annum eache....... 500 6 o
“ Surveyor General of Lands..cceverrenserecracsaesees 300 0 ¢
“ 3 Schoolmasters of the Roman Catholic Church,e evvsv.. 300 0 0
“ Arch Deacon, of York ceveeessesccccscorsasecconcses 300 0 o
“ Arch Deacon of Kingston s oeceevsvnnreseercsocosenss 300 0 0

Allowance to the widow of the late Colonel Campbell, Governor of the
Bermudas, in reward of his firm and judicious conduct, and able
services at the Myamis, and in consideration of her straightened
CITCUMSLHUIICES & e o 0o noveos vovssssscasssosssesasancsnos ooas 250 0 0

Allowance to the late Surveyor ‘General of Lands, in consequence of his :

long services, and of his infirm state of healthevievuianernn.... 200 0 0
Allowance to the daughters of the late Major General Shaw, recommended
by the Lieutenant Governor, for some provision on account of the :
services of their late father in different public situations. «veevas. 100 0 ©
Agent...u-..-..--o-.n...-.--...--.......'..u.ol............ 200 o 0
. 8550 0 0
Account of Fees for receipt and audites s soeeteesseesrerrencososes 40 0 ©
' - s £} 8590 0 o0
A true Copy, (Signed) JOHN H. DUNN,
Receiver General’s Office, : . R.G.

York, U. C.3rd Dec. 1839.
A . -
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Corvy, InvesTicaTioN CommissioN,
No. 29. Commitree No. 2, =~ .
: 18th November, 1839.
S“‘, . - - .
The Committee No. 2, of the Investigation Commission beg
LKeport °""°'.’"“li]“'° leave te: transmit yvou a copy of a Report, which has been drawn up by the
i Recerenr Camend person Liiey appointed as their accountant, which they request you would be
tur romarks thereon. v ;IUO(I as to mile uany remarks upon that may occur to you, and cause the *

same to be returned with the report, with us little delay as possible.
T have, &c.’ n S
(Signed)  Wu. ALLAN,
The Hon, John I, Dunn, Chairmare.
Je. l;"'o ("(‘- '

RECEIVER GENERAL'S OFFICE.

"I'iie business of this department is to receive from the sub Collectors
Prevent buswess ot aid others ail public moneys, whether appertaining to the Provincial
e frepartment. - ovenus, or to the Crown, and io make such payments as may be dirccted,
by warrants sizned by the Licutenant Governer and in accordance with the

enisting davs uldd reguiations, '

e . . A4
Ii.e vonduct of the oflice in so far as relates to matters of account,
,':’“ ""'l?""'f”":"»' appears to have been unifurm and regular, according to the system hereto-
« Capali . dlae . . . . . . .
pravement, fore in usrbat it appears to me that the organization is suscepiible of con.

siderable naprovement which shall be treated of under distinct heads.

Receipts—Moncys are usually reccived by the Receiver General him-.
sclf, when present, aml in his absence by the first clerk, who, in all cases,.
zccounts to kim for the swuns which may have come into his hands.

Iy witd perticulate, The Receiver General takes into his custody and enters ‘into what is
called the prirzie eash book, the moneys paid or remitted to him delivering
tire particulars to the first clerk, who immediately places the several amounts
to the proper accounts iir the Ledzer without entry in any intermediate
book. This course is at viriance with all well arraigned methods of book-
heepiny ; ithe catry of the subject matter in a day book, cither in detail or in
a Torm adwiiting extension into detail, in the journal (where both day book
and journz) are hept) being the first and most cssential step, and onc almost,
universally taken as the introduction of transactions into books of acéount.-
roin the day book or Journal the amount is posted, in concise form, into
the ledzer, wheuce.tiere is a reference to the folio of the primary book for
the detail.  Thus, bulk in the ledger; which it is-desirable should be as con-
densed as possible, is avoided, and an essential and effective check upon its:
accurucy is established.  On the occurrence of error in the accounts in this
office (and crrors will occur in book keeping even with the most careful) the
detection is often dependent on the private cash book of the Receiver Gene-
ral which, in his absence, is not accessible. ‘The method of book keeping in
practice in Banking houses in Englard is well adapted to the business of the
Receiver Gieneral's department.  Its recommendations are simplicity—a per-
fect test of accuracy—and a capability of embracing acccunts of any number
and amount. The primary books are two cash day books, in ordinary debtor

Now spstem recom-qnd creditor form, for alternate days, that the entries in one may be posted

saenine into the ledzer while the other is inuse. These scrve as Journals, and in them
all transactions relating to account are entered. Each day is commenced
by bringing torward the ascertained balance of cash at the close of the pre-
cediny one. Receipts are entered on the debit side, to the credit of parties
and to the increase of the cash. While on the other hand payments
sre. charged on the opposite “side, to the debit of those by whose
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order or for whose account they were made, and in reduction of the
cash. At the close of the business of the day, the balance of the day book
is tried, and if the cash in hand be found to agree with it in amount all is
right.  The balance is struck and ready to be carried forward in the book
next day. I‘rom these books the entries arc posted into the Ledger, under
the respective heads of account to which they apply, and at the end of every
half year, the balance of each account is ascertained and brought into a
balance sheet, having debtor and creditor sides, and the balance of cash being
also introduced, the columns of the balance sheet will correspond in amount,
if the postings and additions be corréct. If they do not correspond it is
proof that error exists, and, in 'that case, search is made until it is detected,
and the test made complete.

. This is not exactly double entry, but the principle is preserved, and
where money, or the representative of money, only enter into account, it is
preferable to the cstablished system of double entry, in use by merchants,
from the greater simplicity of the detail. '

Books—The books in. the office arc necessarily very numerous, from the
areat mass of business which is transacted, and the details which are required

~

Books.

83

for making up the public accounts, and for the audit office in England. AsThow ia use ia Re.
ceiver General'soffico

not sufficient.

auxiliaries, the books in general are well conceived, and well adapted to their
several purposes ; but they are still mere auxiliaries, and though the particu-
lars contained in them are very proper to be set forth and shewn, they do
not supply that general dnd comprchensive record of all matters of account,
which it is the peculiar province of the journal and ledger to exhibit, and
these two very cssential books are wanting. There is indeed a ledger, but
it is defective in form, and its valuc and usefulness are much diminished by

the absence of its coadjutor, the journal,

Checks—The accuracy of the yearly and half-yearly accounts of the
Receiver General, is tested by their accordance with the ageregate balance
of the accounts in the Ledger, added to the balance of the private Cash
Book. 'There is also a check upon the general receipts in the returns made
to the Inspector General, by the Collectors of Customs. and the Inspectors:
of Districts, and this check is capable of being further extended, to the
sums received by Magistrates for Ale and Beer Licenses; Fees on Militia
Commissions; Fines, &c. &c. But if the system of Book-keeping before
mentioned were adopted, a half-yearly balance sheet (the most perfect test
known) would not only prove the correctness of the books, but bring into.
view the balance of each separate head of account. :

Clerks.—Upoua the qualifications of Clerks, their diligence and applica-
tion, and the judicious distribution of business among them, the order, good
regulation and general efficiency of a Government office chiefly depend.
Under-the present system, in this office too great a portion of the business
rests upon the first clerk. . He keeps the ledger, principally conducts the
correspondence, and fills up and registers all debentures, and pays the interest
upon them ; examines into the correctness of all warrants presented for

Chocks,

Clerks.

Dutiu.too onorous on
the chiof clerk.

payment, prepages and takes acquittances for the amount, assists in making — —

out the yearly and half-yearly accounts, and exercises a general supervision,
over the whole affairs of the department. ‘

It is considered that the duties of Cashier, (which would embrace all
that relates to debentures and warrants) the correspondence and the super-
intendence of the business of the ofiice, would give full occupation to this
gentleman, '

—_

It strikes me most forcibly, that a Book keeper is required in this A book keeper recom.

department, whose exclusive attention should be directed to the care of the
Journal & Ledger,—the Books of the different Funds, (which arein fact so

monded,
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many account current Books, containing statements of accounts drawn from
. the Ledger) the preparing and making out yearly and half’ yearly accounts,

and such others as may be at any time wanted. It is an important oflice,

and should be filled by an experienced, stcady, and well qualified. person.—

'The charge of the other auxiliary books might be committed to the Junior

Clerks, whose services in general the Iirst Clerk should be empowered to
" direct and control, under the authority of the head of the Deparunent.

With the preceding remarks, the observations on the internal manage-
ment of the Receiver General’s office are concluded ; there are however,
some other points connected with the Department which 1t is thought
proper to mention.

Obsersationson rome In the investioation of the affairs of the office, the accounts of Deben-

other matters cor. (yres issted and Exchange sold, have come under notice, and both-of them

:i:{:;f,.,‘{,‘”‘ the ber bespeak great regularity and correctness. In respect to the interest on

Debentures it is however, descrving of remark that its not becoming due

ard payable, at certain fixed periods, is attended with inconvenience and

considerable increase of trouble. The interest up on each Debenture, com-

mences on the’day it bears date, and being issued when ever applied for and

Debentures. -the Interest stipulated to. be paid half yearly, the payments spread over

almost every month in the year. By a classification of the Debentures,

according to their dates, this.inconvenience is capable of remedy, without

infringement upon the rights of holders. The Receiver General hus only to

. give notice that the Interest on_Debentures payable in Upper Canada, will,

in future, be paid athis office on the firstvday of April, and the first day of

+ October in each year. Those Debentures dated in the month of October,

November, December, January, February and March, on the 1st day of

April ; and those dated in the months of April, May, June, July, August and

Scptember, on the first day of October. On the next eusuing day of pay-

ment, after notice of the new regulation, there will be an anticipation of the

payment of the Interest, for the broken periods, short of six ‘months; but

cever afterwards the half year’s interest on all Debentures, would fall due, and
become payable at the fixed periods, :

[

The lusiness in tho The extent of business is very great in the Receiver General's office,
Heet et Cenmaein, and as regards the Land Fees, I would submit, the duties arc discharged by it,
which belong to another Department. Land Fces are Payments made by
Duties appertaining parties who, having Locations Tickets, are in a situation to claim a Patent,
o med <" The Fees vary, according to the regulations existing, at the date of the
Location Tickets, the number of acres, &c. &ec., and although the office ma
be in posscssion of the diflerent regulations, and a‘table-of Fées, it takes
considerable tinie to make the examination necessary to ascertain the amount
to which each Location Ticket is liable. - As the whole matter has relation
to the land granting Department, to which the Recciver General acts as
Treasurer only, the receipt of the money alone I would submit, falls within
his province, and the Surveyor Gencral of Land’s office, where the Holder
of a Location Ticket must adduce proof of the performance of Settlement
Dutics, and ultimatcly apply for his Patent, is the one where the amount of
the Fees payable by him should be ascertained.  An endorsement of the sum
payable on the back of the Location” Ticket would be an authority to the
Receiver General to receive it, and the Ticket when exchanged for the
Patent would be an additional check upon the Receiver General’s office,

Tho number of war. Again it appears to me, that the warrants on the Receiver General, for -
rants on the Receiver the payment of moneys, might be much reduced in number, without preju-
_ Gerneral might be . I bli . d h o _6f the ti dt : bl
greatly-reduced, and dice_to the public service, and to the great saving e time and trouble
3 gTent mving of time of His Excellency, the Lieutenant Governor, and the office of the Inspector
& otber Drpartmonts General.  Let a pay-list setting forth the salaries and contingencies of each
-theroby effctod.  department be prepared, at the expiration of every quarter, ‘or half-years-

and trapsmitted to the Inspector General: who, after ascertaining its cor-
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rectness, will dircct one warrant for the sum total of each pay list to be filled

up.  ‘The warrants, with the pay lists attached, after having been submitied

for the Lieutenant Governor’s signature, should be lodged with the Receiver

General, who- would take the acquittance of the several parties, for the pay- A
ments in the useal manner. By the adoption of this plan, one warrant in should be avthorised
the place of ninc, as at present, would make-ghe payments in the Executive by one and sumo en.
Council oftice; and carried through the various departments of the Govern- Fetments

ment, an unnecessary multiplication of warrants would be avoided. It should

he constantly borne in mind, that the payments included in a single warrant,

must be authorised by one and the same cnactment.

In framing this report, I have endéavoured to render it commensurate
with the importance of the objects to which it relates ; and if] ultimately, it
shall be found, neither so comprehensive, nor so perfect as may be desired,
I trust that its deficiences will be attributed to the very limited time, which
could, under the circumstances, be dedicated to so extensive an inquiry, and
not to a want of dilizence or zcal, on the part of the Committee’s

Most obedient humble -serva.nt,

) (Signed)  T. C. PATRICK,
* Committee No. 2 of the Commission
for investigating the business of
the Public Departments.

.'l‘oronto, the 14th Nov. 1839,

- -
———in,

Receiver GENERAL's OFFICE.

' Toronto, 22nd November, 1839,
Sir, '
, The only remark-1 have to-offer on the subject of the inclosed Romarks by the Re.
paper, now-returned is, that a vast deal of business has been done, and is f /¢ Senors! enthe
now doing in the office, involving great responsibility and difficulty. That - pert
I experienced no inconvenicnce from the present system of keeping accounts No inconvenienes i
—that I have never had any complaints from any persons paying money, or ‘;’,‘2:;:,‘;“‘.-;‘1‘2':;";;’:-
receiving money in my office,—that all receipts and payments of every kind sucdin the office, and
whatsoever, are duly rendered to the Inspector General, and also to the "ge Ther lave
Secretary of the Board of audit in London ; and these accounts are approved agumstit.
of -and established,—that in all my transactions with the various Sub-
accountants for the last 20 years, no dispute or difference has-arisen in our
mutual accounts, and the Public is, duly credited with every shilling that has
come into my hands. This is susceptible of being proved by the -Inspector
General—by the number of Location Tickets, upon which Fees have been
paid, upon Militia Commissions by the Adjutant General, and by the publi-’
cation of the annual accounts, in which those who are concerned, may have
the power to investigate. With regard to the Fines, and Ale and Beer Ii-
censes, collected by Magistrates and others, they are accounted for when Rocower General
received and returned to the Inspector General, but there appears to be no would give Lis sup-
check upon this system. The Receiver General will feel:very happy tofem that an b Te.
give his support to any better system that can be devised by the committee, vised:
whereby the .dutics of the office may be simplified and reduced.

- With regard to the Clerks in my office, I beg to'say, they have each gyocierke have very
various and laborious services'to perform, particularly the senior Clerk, Tisborious * dutios 1
consider that no Public Department can be conducted upon more economical ****"™
principles. S S '

With regard to the Debentures, the interest is paid every six months Tie management of

‘respectiv_ely,%q complying with the various laws under which they havetho Debentures not
an

Ny . o R - . .« . . susceptible of
been ‘issued, and the various holders receive their interest on presentation of improverent,

- W

—_— .
—_—
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their Debentures, on which the same is endorsed. As regards this, it is
admitted to be a very troublesome duty, but the method I conceive, would
not be simplified by any alteration.

I have, &c
(Signed) ~ JOHN H. DUNN,

Receciver General.

Isspecror GEnNEral’s OFFICE, |
Toronto, 21st November, 1839.

SIR,

In reply to your note of this date, T have the honor to state
f;“,“(,’fn:f;’,"m{":gca‘?, for the information of the Committee of Investigation, No. 2, that the;
recounz of Mr Duun's gnount of the securities held by me from the Recciver General oflhe Pro-
soeurity. vince in hehalf thereof are as follows :

Mr., DUNN'S PERSO\'AL BONDS.

1st. His Bond dated 28th Octobcx, 18"0 “for all pubhc o
TNOMCYS «evecrascasacsanesanssotsnssensnnss [ 10,000 0 O

2nd. His Bond of 7th Scptember, 1824, for duly receiving
. and paying ovcr all public moneys under the autho-l
rity of the | Legislature, which are subject to appro-
priation by the Lems]ature .................... 10,000 0. 0

g Cy....£| 20,000 00

The present Sureties are as follows :

. 1st. Samuel Street’s Bond dated 22nd August, 1824... eoefl 5,000 00
Sursties. 2nd. Thomas Markland’s Bond dated 161h April, 1838....£1 10,000 0 O

This Bond appears to have been accepted by a minute in Coun011
« dated S5th April, 1838, in the stead of one given on 13th July, 1829, by the
latc Honorable John Richardson for a similar sum.

There are besides in my possossnon the Bonds of the late. Honorable
Thomas Clarke for £3,000, dated 4th January, 1832, and for £5,000, dated -
30th December, 1834 ; the latter seems to have been intended as a substl-
tute for Mr. Street’s Bond, but according to Mr. Dunn’s letter to L:eut.
Colonel Rowan, dated 31st May, 1835, Mr. Street scems not to have per-
sisted in his desire to witlidraw the- secunty which he had given.

According to my understandmg of the case, the Government of this
Province hold The Receiver General's personal security for £20,000, and the
Bonds of two other gentlemen tovether for the sum of £15, 000.

| 1 have, &c.

(Slgned) ~ JOHN MACAULAY
o ) L Inspeclor General.
The Hon. Wm. Allan,
Chairman,
. Committec of Investigation, No. 2,
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To Ilis Exccllency Sir GEorGE ARTHUR, Kmght Commander of

Report of Committee

the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order, Licutenant Governor of pPy o< Licuton,
the Province of Upper Canada, Major Gencral Commanding antGovemor.

Her Majesty’s Forces thercing &e. &e. &e.
May 1T PLEASE Your ExcrLLENCY,

The Committce appointed to investigate the Receiver
General's and other oftices beg leave respectfully to report to your Excel-
lency, Thatin the course of their investigation .they proposed certain ques-
tions to Mr. Turquand the scnior Clerk in the office of the Receiver Gene-
ral, in the abscnce of Mr, Dunn the Principal: and from Mr. Turquand’s
answers to the said questions, the committee learned that among the Books
kept in the Recciver General's Office, were two Day Books, Journals, or
Cash Books, one of which was kept by Mr. Dunn and the other by Mr.
Turquand. Subsequently and after the rejurn of Mr. Dunn, the committee
addressed a lctter to Mr. Turquand, requesting him to state the particulars
of the sum of £16,980 left with him to be applied to Government Disburse-
ments, under the following heads : : . ‘

Cash in Till,

Bonds and Promissory Notes.

Receipts on account of Salaries.

Deposit in the Bank of Upper Canada.

Deposit in the Commercial Bank at his credit in Montreal.

Deposited clsewhere.
Which information he declined furnishing under the instruction, as he alledg-
ed, of the Receiver General, and as the committee were made aware that
the Cash Book kept by Mr. Turquand, would probably furnish the required
information, they addressed through their Chairman the following letter to
Mr. Dunn:

e InvesTricATION COMMISSION,
CovmitteEE No. 2,
12tk November, 1839,
Sir, :

. The Committee No. 2. of the Investigation Commission, &re commites roqaest a

desirous of seeing one of the books used in your office : will you therefore certain book i Re-

have the goodness to instruct your chief Clerk, Mr. Turquand, to produce g,
before the committee, the * Day Book, Journal, or Cash Book”. whick is
kept by himself, (alluded to in his reply to the 12th query transmitted:to him
respecting your office,) and to explain the entries therein.
I have, &c. '
' : (Signed)  Wm. ALLAN,
The Hon. John Henry Dunn, . , - Chairman.

&ec. &ec. &e.
to which he returned.the following answer :

-RECEIVER ‘GENERALS OFFICE,
Toronto, 22nd Nov. 1839.

Sir, '
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of this day’s g, .iver
date requesting to be furnished with a certain Book kept by Mr, Turquand snswer.
in my absence. In reply 1 have to state for the information of the Commit-
tee that this Book is more for my private use than for the public, that the pub-
lic Books of the office contain'al?my public transactions, and which Books
['am ready to submit to any investigation you may please to direct.

‘ I have, &ec, . .

(Signed)  JOHN H. DUNN,

The Hon. Wm. Allan, , . Receiver General,
Chairmnn, &c. &ec. -

ceiver General's of.

Goneral’s
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And though the Committee inferred from the forcgoing answer a refusal
on the part of’ Mr. Dunn to produce the book required ; they, neverthicless,
apprehcnsive that Mr. Dunn might not desire to be understood as distinctly
relusing. to produce the same,addressed a second letter to Mr. Dunn of which
the following is a copy. :
' InveEsTIGATI0N - COMMISSION,

- CommrrTeE: No. 2,
121k Noveniber 1839,
SIR, - v
: " The Committec appointed to investizate into the conduct of
The request of the . e . rt e s . .
Commutteo fora cor- the Receiver General's offico are unwilling to believe that you intend to
tain book repeated.  refyse the production of any Boolk, kept in your ofiice containing public
matters, they thercfore reiterate their requisition for the production of the
Journal, I.edger, or Cash Book, kept by your Scnior Clerk during your
absence, the production of which they deem essgntial to the prosccution of -
their inquiry. j ° '

‘ . ' (Signed) . Wm. ALLAN,
The Hon. John Henry Dunn, Chairman,

&ec. &eo Ko

and to which he rcturned an answer as follows:—

I have, &c.

Recewven Generav’s OFricE,
~ Toronto, 13th November 1839,
Sir, ' ‘
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
Generals of yesterday’s date, and to. state for your information, that I amn ready to
hand over to you or your order without delay, all the I'ublic accounts and
Documents in my office from the.commenccinent of my assuming the duty
of Receiver Gencral in 1320, to this present time, and. will fecl great pleasure
to explain and offer cvery information in my. power connccted with these
X accounts, in order tliat the balance of Public moncy in my hands may be
ascertained, and when the same is so ascertained, I am quite’ willing and
shall be happy that some more safe place of deposit be directed by the .

Government, relying on the justice of Government to relieve and give up all
my Bonds and sccurities which have been given by e in virtue of a resolu-
tion of the House of Assembly originating with Mr. William Lyon Mckenzie
about the year 1830, reserving the sccurities named in the Royal Letters
Patent, which havesjust issued to me from Iler Majesty ; should the Public -
balances however be deposited with. the Commissariat of this place,. T have

no obicctions>whatcver thut iny own Bonds should remain in {ull force. -

Roceiver
ansscr.

With respect to the book of memorandums to which you have reference,
I consider it to be quite for my private use and satisfaction; it is similar to-
others in possession of Mr. Turquand, kept by him on three or four former
occasions, in my absence on the public service. Mr. Turquand acted for
" me as my public and private agent. I was the accountant, and alone res-
ponsible for the public money passing through his hands, and asI had no
sccurity whatever from Mr. Turquand or any of the gentlemen cmployed in
my office, my arrangements were made for affording cvery accommodation,
and the payment of the balances whenever called for, with as much security
as I could, under the circumstances of the case, for mysclft !

I arrived here from England on the morning of the 11th, and am very -
much engaged in settling the transactions of the office while absent.
' I have, &ec. _ E :
(Sigred)  JOIIN H. DUNN,
: . AU " R G
The Ion. Wm. Allan,
&c. &c. &c.
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Since the receipt of Mr, Dunn’s last unswer, though containing no dis-
tinct refusal, the committee can no longer doubt his intention of withholding
from them the book in question. :

They therefore humbly submit to your Excellency, that it will be im-
possible to conduct their investization with advantage to the public, or satis-
faction to theinsclves, unless they can have access to any book or books
they may require, in which any transaction is entered connected withi the
public service, of the Departments into wiiich this commiitce are called on
1o enquire.

All which is respectfully submitted.

LSigned) Wm. ALLAN,
‘ Chairman,
) Committee No. 2.
Cowwitrie Roox, No. 2,
14tk November, 1839,

To His Excellency Sir GeorGe: ARTHUR, Knright, Commander of Report of Committes
the Royal HZnovcrian Guelphic Order, Licutenant Govcrnor of No 21e the Lisuteny
the Province of Upper Canada, Major General Commanding *™ Govomer. -
Her Majesty’s Forces thercin, &e. &e. &e.

Mav 1T pLEAsE Your ExcEiLEncy,

The Committce appointed to investigate the Re-
ceiver Gencral’s and other oftices, beg leave respectfully to report to your
Excellency. .

The Committce have ascertained that a balance of £39,516 9 9}
was due by Mr. Dunn, as Receiver General, to the Government on the 30th
day of June last. '

That out of this sum, £16,980. has been stated by Mr. Turquand to
have been transferred to him by Mr. Dunn, to meet the exigencies of the
public service.

~

The Committce were desirous of ascertaining where the balance
amounting to £22,536 9 9} was deposited—whether it remained in the per-
sonal custody of Mr. Dunn, or whether that amount was in the hands of the
Agent appointed to reccive the proporiion of duties belonging to Upper
Canada ; and therefore addressed a letter to Mr, Dunn as follows :

InvEsTIGATION COMMISSION,
-~ CommrrreE No. 2,
18th November, 1839
Sir,
The Committee No. 2, of the Investigation Commission' are Request for ueopi}
desirous of sceing your last account current with the Agents in Montreal,:;'g:ﬂ‘ "Ii}h Roceiy
who are appoiaied by you for receiving the proportion of revenue from Montrenl; = ("

Lower Canada.

. Will you therefore have the goodnéss to transmit the same to the

committec,
I have, &c. .

L " (Signed)  Wwu., ALLAN,
The Hon. John H. Dunn, . " Chairman.
Receiver Generaly, &c. §e. &e. .

to which’ they received the following answer ':X
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RECEIVER GENERAL'S OFrICE,
: Toronto,x19th Novcmbcr, 1839,
Sm, - a -

. - In reply 40 your note, I have the honor to state that I have no
“This daclined. accounts with I orsyth, Richardson & Co. except such as relate to my per-
No nfaratr accaunt sonal transaciions with them, and these I dechine lransnuttmﬂ to the Com-
with Forsyth, Rich.
stdson & o, mittee.
B . ' I have, &c.
S " (Signed) <JOHN IH. DUNN,

* The IHon. Wi, .\lhm, Chairman, &c. R. G.

Neceuwity of Racciz. The Committee being aware that by an Act of this Provmce, the agent

,’;F:’,ﬁ,’i‘,?f:;ggl; appointed to receive the ‘uties in Lower Canada, is recognized,and an al-

ufthecomnutieo. lowance of } per cent. is made to hio upon all meneys he shall receive as

such agent, could not for a moment doubt the propucty of requiring Mr. Dunn

o pr oducce his account current. ' -

Unless Mr. Dunn complies with the reqticst of the committee, they feel

~ that it will be imposssible to carry out that part of your Excellency’s instruc-
tions which requiresthem to ascertain the balance in the hands of the Re<
ceiver General, under every head of service and its place of custod)

All which is re~pcctfully submitted.

- (S 1gned) W' ALLAN,
InvesTicarion CoMMMISSION, Chairman..
Coywmirrer No. 2, R
1944 ,Vo'{cmbcr, 1839,

~ { ) . -

To Ihs Excellency The Ricar. Hox, Cnarcres PouLerT Tnonsow,, :

Jeport Lo Hia Execl. Captain Genergl and Govemor-m-Clngf qf the Prozmce of
Gonoral -  Upper Candda.  §e. &e. Ge.

My 1T PLEASE Your ExcELLENCY,

The Committee appointed to investigate thé Recciver-
Geperal's and other officers,—Dbeg, lca\e rospccttu]l) to mport to Your
Excelleney,—

[

That after 2 minute and careful investigation, they have. with some.

difficulty ascertained that the bulance due to the Province by the Receiver

Balanco duo oz 31t General on the 31st October last, was £41,496 0 43, since which time the
Detoor last, Chicf Clerk of thie Departiment hes mformcd the Committee that the receipt
and expenditure have about balanced.

~

{ the amount above mrrmoncd the sum of £4,299 6 1, was lodged
in the Banl\ of Upper Canada at the credit of‘ the Hon. Jchn Henry Dunn,
How ualence dispo- gubject to the dialts of the 1st Clerk, then in charge of the department, and

-wd

’V the Receiver General, £308’S 114,

The Committee in pursuance of tl.cur mstructnonsﬁave made. eve:y ‘

inquiry to learn where tie alove balance is now uopos;tcd whether it .is in
it the personal custody of M. Duan, in some bank, or in some other place of
balencein haud wzssupposed sccurity 5. but the chief -clerk of the department could not either
depositod. from personal knowledue, or by any refcrence to'the books in the office,
Committeo  address affrd the required information.” T liey in conscquence, addressed a letter to
Recciver Gonaral u‘,: M=, Dunn, requesting him to state where the bu.lance due by him  is kept
Latince: : and have reeetved the follomng answer.

t

-

of £367 19 11} remainicy in the office T1ll, lca\mv in the- possession of
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Receiver GeNERAL's OFFICE.
Toronto, 22nd November, 1839, .

In reply to your communication/of yesterday’s date, stating
|

Sir,

that a balance remained in my hands of £41,4 % on the 31st October Recsiver Genenl's
last, and requesting to know where it is.  In reply, I have the honor to state, 3swer thersto.
that £8,365 10 7 sterling was paid to Messrs. Glynn, Halifax & Co. to
enable them to pay dividends on debentures, equal with Exchange to about
£10,560 Currency, :
£10,580 odd, paid to redemption of Debentures,
£12,5568 8 11 leftin My, Turquand’s hands.

The balance Mr. Tu;'quand had, in my absence, authority to draw,
countersigned by my son, on Messrs. Forsyth, Richardson & Co. where it is
deposited, and subject to my order.

I have no means of proving this than by either writing to those gentle-
men to know the fact for the committec’s satisfaction, ar by bringing to this
city the specie, (in which case the risk and expense cannot fall upon me) or
to draw for the amount in favor of any of the Banks, or in favor of any indi-
vidual His Excellency may please to direct by warrant.

I have, &e.

: (Signed)  JOHN H. DUNN,
The Hon, Wm. Allan,
Chairman, &c. §c.

~Y

upon which the following letter~was addressed to the Receiver-General,

InvesTIGATION ComMissioN,
Commrrrtee No, 2, :
23rd November, 1839,
Sir, . . :
. Upon examination of your letter of 23rd, the Committee regret &‘;’;:;‘"}, misppre.
to find that it is not an answer to the communication which was addressed to General, xod & full
you on the 21st inst, requesting you would state the place or places in which §hangiory saswer

was deposited the balance of £41,496 0 4} due by you to the Government
on 31st October last. . :

To this inquiry, you have replicd by mentioning certain payments for
which you had been allowed credit before the above mentioned balance was
struck. It thus appears that you have misapprehended the object of the
question proposed to you. ) .

I have now to request that you will transmit to this committee, as soon
as your convenience may permit, a full explanatory answer,

I have, &c.

: (Signed) Wn. ALLAN,
The Hon. John H. Dunn, o Chairman.

&c e, &c.
and the following answer has been received :

. Recewver GENERALs OFFice,
- ) . Toronto, 23rd Noyember 1839,
Sir, . : . . :
In reply to your letter of this date, I regret exceedingly that I
should have misapprehended your letter of 21st instant. I was very much Anwergiven by the
indisposed, and confined to my bed and unable to attend to business of any aeer Seawnl ia
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kind.  Thave not been uble to investizate the accounts since my return from
Englund, but presuming that the senior clerk is correcet in hiis statement of
the halanee on il 30 Ocohery vizs £11,496 0 4} Cy. cxclusive of the
muivested =chool money of £1,;116 13 4, it is accounted for in the follow-
ing manner.,

)
aLout £10,560 paid to Glynn, Ialifax & Co,
L14,666 Mr. Turquand stated to have had in his hands.

"The Lalar:ee 13 in the hands of Messrs. I'orsyth & Richardson, at my
risk, and ready to be drawty for. :

‘ « I have, &c.
: o (Signed)  JOFIN H. DUNN,
. The Hon. Wm. Allan, ' R. G,

&c. &ce. &e.

No evidonce of tho 'The Committee can find no evidence of the payment of £8,365 10 7

payment 1o Messrs. sterling to Messrs. Glynn, Halifax & Co., mentioned in the ’f{vrcgoing.rcply,

e ' and have in the meantme addressed to Mr. Dunn the following queries. to
which no answer Lus yet been received.

Investication Coxmissioy,
Commrree No. 2.
: 25th November, 1839,
Sig, ‘ o
In your letter of this day you state that about £10,560 has
Final lottor eddrossed D01 patid to Messrs. Glynn, Halifax and Company ; will you inform the com-
to Recciver General ppiiice when this amount was paid ; no evidence of such payment appearing

to which no answer . ~ .
hixs beon rocoived,  1m vour Official Books.

2nd. flave yvou any letter acknowledging account current or receipt
stating the paxwent?

3rd. Was it trunsmitted by a bill on Englund from this country ? or
how was it paid? : .

Ath. If it were paid in England by whoin was it paid for you >—and was
it paid out of funds belonging to the Province raised by Debentures there ?

N J have, &c,

: . oo (Signed) Wm., ALLAN,
: Chatrman,
The Hon. John . Dunn,

& oo e

4.

Under theso circumstances the Commissioners feel it their duty without

Fonclurion of Report 1,4 of tinic to report the facts for the information of your Excellency.

All which is respectfully submitted,
\
\ (Signed) Wm. ALLAN,
' : Chairman.
InvEsTIGATION COMMISSION,
ComvirTre No. 2, .
2ath Noveniber, 1839, -



3rd. Vie. 1840.] Receiver General’s Office. : 93
To His Ezcellency The Ricnt Hox. Caarres PouLeTt THOMSON,

Cuptain General and Governor-in-Chief of the Province of
Upper, Canada, &c. &c. . )

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

" The Committee appointed to investigate the Re-. - .
. . eport of Committes
ceiver General's and other offices, beg leave respectfully to report to your respecting tha Re-
Excellency. : ceiver Genonl.

That since their report to your Excellency on the 25th-day of Novem-
ber instant, they have received a communication from Mr. Dunn, purporting
to be an answer to the last questions submitted to him by the committee, and
referred to in their report, which is as follows:

Recerver GENERAL'S OFFICE.
Toronto, 25th_ Nov. 1839.

Sir, : ' .

. Inreply to your communication, I have the honor to state to communicationfrom

you for the information of the committce, that the money alluded to_was Recoiver Genaral al-

paid about February last to Messrs. Glynn, Halifax & Co., and that T am pdecio Sore:

waiting for their account current as an acknowledgement of the fact, to ob-

tain His Excellency’s Warrant, and when the day on which the payment is

credited shall be ascertained, it was my intention to procure a certificate of

the lowest current'rate of exchange. This money does not appear in the

accounts at present in any shape or way whatever. 1 declare thisto you -

and am prepared to make oath to the whole matter. -

I have, &c.

(Signed) JOHN H. DUNN,
' R, G.
The Hon. Wm. Allan,
&ec, &c. &c.

The committee conceiving that the above letter was not such an answer
as should have been returned, addressed through their Chairman the follow-
ing letter to Mr, Dunn: :

INvEsTIGATION COMMISSION, ;
_.Coxmirree No. 2, d
26th November, 1839,
Sir, _ ) L .
Your letter of the 25th instant, in reply to the communication gegueu for a direst
of the same date, addressed to you by desire of the committce, has been laid snswer to ecrtain
before that body, who regret to find that the following queries are not there- ¥

n answered.

3rd. Was it transmitted by a Bill on England, from this country, or
how was it paid ? ' .

4th. If it were paid in England, by whom was it paid for you? and was -
it paid out of funds belonging to the Province raised- by debentures there?

The Committee request a direct answer to each of these inquirieé, which
they await in order to close their present proceedings as regards your office.

I have, &c. )
. (Signed)  Wm. ALLAN,
The Hon. John Henry Dunn, Chairman..
dc. &eo Ge.

To this last letter the Committee receiveg the. following answer:,
. . ;

ne
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RecErver GenrkraL’s OFFICE.
Toronto, 26th November, 1839,

Sir, ;
Recsiver Genoral's I have the honor to acknowledge your Letter of this day’s date in-refer-
answer, ence to the sum of moncy which was remitted to Messrs. Glynn, Halifax, &

Co. at their earnest wish, to enable them to pay dividends in Upper Canada
Debentures, due in January 1839, I beg to state that the sumn was remitted
from New York< November 1838, and thut it was not the proceeds of any
Debentures sold or belonging to the public.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN H. DUNN,
R. G.
The Hon. Wm. Allan,.
&2, &e. &ec. g

-«

. The Committec dcemed it of importance that Mr. Dunn should inform
thers by whom the amount of £8,365 10 7 sterling, was paid, inasmuch as
no entry of the payment has ever been made in any of the official books in
thic Receiver General's Office ; no letter received acknowledging the receipt
of the sum by Glynn, Hulifax, & Co.; nor has any account current been
rendered in which such payment is credited. They therefore addressed
another letter te Mr. Dunn, as followss -

InvesTicATION COMMISSION,
Comyrrree No. 2,
27th November 1839,
Sir, _ ) . i
o Tn reply to the queries transmitted to you yesterday, you
y whom was_ the . . . d
money paidto Glnn, State that the moneys paid to Glynn, Halifux, & Co. were remitted from New
Halifax & Co. York in November 1838. :

Will you now be pleased to state for the information of the Committee
(as previously rcquested) by whom the money was remitted, and at what
rate of Eschange?
I have, &c.

(Signed)  Wm. ALLAN,
The Hon. John Ilenry Dunn, Chairman.
&c, &c. &ec.

To which Mr. Dunn replied as follows :—omitting to furnish the name
of the individual by whom the amount was transmitted from New York.

Recerver GENERAL's OrFICE,
Toronto, 28th Nov, 1839.
SIR, . .
Mr. Duno's answer, I have thé honour to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter
omitiing the name o of yesterday’s date, and in reply, I beg to inclose two exchanges making
e parly transmite - . . . .
ting tho same, £3,365 10 7 sterling, Premium &c. at 10 per cent. I made inquiry at the
bank liere, and found the rate of exchange about 13 or 14 per cent. and not
drawing. The cxchange on New York, was 1 think, about 4 per cent.—
These particulars may be had from the banks. The Committce may call to
mind, that it was about Novewber 1838, that there was considerable agita-~
tion in this Province from a threatened invasion from the United States, and
T did not like 1o delay sending all the means I could, to sustain our eredit in
london. I think I informed the Hon’ble Mr. Sullivan of the transaction at
the time.
’ I have, &c.
(Signed)  JOHN H. DUNN,
'The Hon. Wm. Allan, ot R. G,
&ec, &c. &e.
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The Committce feel it to be their duty to call the attention of your

Excellency to the period mentioned by Mr. Dunn, viz. November 1838, .
when he asserts the said sum was transmitted to Messrs. Glynn, Halifax &
Co. about three months anterior to the time at which Mr. Dunn’s accounts
were laid before the Provincial Legislature, and Mr. Dunn having since ren-
dered an account to the Government, which has been audited, without making
any charge against the Province of the amount for which he now claims
credit.

The Commiitec-have further to state, that Mr. Dunn has laid before , Recsiver Gonrate
them, two Bills of Exchange, amounting to the sum for which. e claims action with Glynn &
credit, drawn by the Bank of the United States on their agent'in Fondon, ¢ o not ratafactory.
and made payable 1o onc of its officers and cndorsed by him to Messrs.

Glynn, Halifax & Co. These bills respectfully bear date in November and
December, 1838, ‘and do not exhibit upon them any evidence to shew that
the transaction was on ac¢ount of this Province.

On the contrary the Receiver General, as will appear by the following
letter from him, ha: never been apprised of the payment of the said bills at
maturity by Glynn, Halifax & Co., us he ought to have been in the ordinary
course of business, ,

Receiver GENprALS OFricE,
- Torontoy, 20th November 1839,
Sir, :
In reply to your lctter of Yesterday’s date, I beg leave to say,
that I have no letter or account which acknowledges the receipt of the
£8,365 10 7. 'This money however has been received, and it was placed
to the credit of thc Government of Upper Canada—so I was personally in- -
Yormed by Messrs. Glynn, Halifax & Co. whilst in London in July last, 1
am under no pecuniary obligation whatever to those gentlemen, or they to
me. I have no private account with them. I entertain for these gentlemen
avery high respect, and esteem t[lcm for their exertion and expression of
willingness for the prosperity of this Province, and which I hope may long

exist,
I have, &ec.

(Signed) JOHN H. DUNN,

The Hon. Wm. Allan, R.G.
&e. &e. &
All which is respectfully submitted.
(Signed) Ww. ALLAN,
N Chatrman,

InvesTicATION COMMISSION,
CommirTEE No, 2,
29¢h November, 1839
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APPENDIX TQ REPORT OF COMMITTEE
| No. 1.

Answer to Question No. 1.

N busi The nature and extent of the duties of the Inspector General may be
retgro ut business ¢ ollected from the following statement of the heads under which they may
be classed. s '

Statement of duties It is his duty—1st.—To scc that all accounts, or claims against the

in the Jopecior Ge- Govermmnent, are fully supported by vouchers and authorities, and that all
public moneys issued are duly applied to the purpose for which they were
intended, and regularly and truly accounted for. ' g

 2nd.—To see that the revenucs of every kind are regularly and in due
form brought to account, and ‘to call upon the officers respectively concern-
. ed, for all necessary documents aund explanatiops. : '

3rd.—To be carcful that no deducticns or diminutions in the receipt of
the revenue, and no cxpenses take place which are not esteblished by law,
or by the authority of tlie Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, or by

-

order of the Ljeutenant Governor. :

ath.—To examine, cnter and countersign all warrants for the issue or
expenditure of public muney, previously to their receiving the Lieutenant
Govcernor's signature. '

5th.—"To report upon the petitions of persons applying for privileges
in respect of grants of land as U. L. Loyulists, or their children, or as
military claimants, or as settlers under certain instructions from the Secre-
tary of State, o

6th.—To prepare and report statements of the receipts and expendi-
tures of the public revenue, and submit estimateés relative to the public ser-
vice, when required for the use and information of the Ezecutive Govern-
ment or of tle Legislature. B :

7th.—To provide for the maintenance of the Light Houses, and pay
their Keepers.

gth.—To repert as occasion may require, upon all matters relating to

the Revenue which may be brought vnder th uotice of the Licut. Governor,

by appeal against the procecdings of Revenu: Ofiicers, or in any other man-

ner. . The superintendence of the collection of duties of customs, and of

dutics on licenses of various descrip:iong, devolves on this oftice, and is em-

. braced in the foregoing statement.  As the province has advanced in popu-

lation and wealth, 1is increasing inceme and expenditure has, in a correspond-

ing degrce, added to the weigzht and responsibility of the duties to be per-
forined by this department, o

Answor to Question 2.

I do not think that any portion of the busincss now transacted at this.
Office, should devolve upon any other except in the particular hereinafter

mentioned. ‘ R
+ <

The duties assizned to me under the fifth head specified in my answer

to the first query might, in my opinion be brought to a close by means of a

commission appointed in cach district to inquire into and report definitely on

CE G all U. I. claims not yet produced. As a generation has passed away since
the proclamation was issued. promising a truly Royal bounty in lands, to the

sallant assertors of the iritegrity of the Empire, and to their children, the

e
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time seems to have arrived when the proccedings under ‘that proclamation

may appropriately be wound up, and as scarcely a’magistrate who had per-

‘sonal knowledge of the heads of the privilexed thnuilies, now survives, the

forms under which claims were originally, with great propricty, directed to

be investizated and recognized, have become ineflicient and unsuitable.” It

is thercfore with a view of guarding against fraudnlent practices, for which

great facilities now exist,that I would sugzest th:e institution of local Boards, Local Boards.
to inquire fully on the spot where the partics live, into the merits of claims . :
yet . be preferred,

Afier a certain period publicly notificd, tlese Boards should refuse to
entertain cluims, which should thenceforth be considered-as forever barred.

With respect to the daty of superintending the Light Houses upon the Lighe fiuawes.
consts, Ido notsuppose it can be advantageously transterred to any; other
existing department. 1t is probably most convenient that the general duty
of superintending and contracting for the supplies, necessary to maintain the
lights, should rest with this oifice, whicii1s' specially connccted with the
trade and Revenue of the Province 5 but it does not scem fit that the Inspec-
tor General should continue, in the manner hitherto pursued, to receive and
disburse public moncys in providing supplics of Oil and other necessaries,
and in paying the Kcepers' siipends. Fxamining and reporting upon all the
returns of all public accountants, the Inspector General should not, according
to my impressions, be himself an accountant for moneys disbursed in any
general service.  Henee it seems to me that my duty should be limited under
this hicad; to a superintendence of the conduct of the keepers of Lighthouses,
and to the making of contracts, and providing of the oil and other supplies :
annually required, while all payments to contractors and Keepers should be Gharge nessanty in
made by some other officer, upon the production of my reference or - P Y
certificate, ' . : V
‘ T

Probably the duty of making these payments, and thus becoming a pub-
lic accountant for this service, may with most propriety be transferred to the
Receiver Gencral. [ am not aware that this alteration wouldpositivelydemand
the sanction of o special cnactment. It may be that the Executive
goverament alréady posesses, under existing laws, the power of effecting the

proposed change.

In the cvent of the passing of any furthei acts for the construction of
Light-houses on the coasts of the Province, it would probably be useful to
grant to this officc sum control over the fitting up of the Lantetns, and the
quality and deseription of their Lamps, reflectors and all other furniture.—
Inferior and defective furniture has, I understand, been purchased in some
instances, by Commissicners, who, though well meaning, were without
experience or knowledge of the proper mode of supplving Light-houses. It

+would be well if' it could be so arranged, as to provide for occasional visits
”of inspection by some competent official authority to all the Light-houses, |

. Answer.to Question No. 3.

The former part of this question, Thave answered in my reply to the
second interrogatory. 'With respect to the latter part of it, I beg leave to
say, that I am not aware of any transfer of business which can be made from -
other departments to the Inspector General’s department as now constituted
with advantage to the public service.

Answer to Question No. 4.

The system of accounts which has been pursued in this office seems
open-to little objection. ‘It is plain and simple, and, when fully applied to
every branch and detail of service within the proper sphere of the depart: -
ment, will be efficient and satisfactory. . S

-
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Office Baoka.

Boeks.

tp——

The Books of the Office are as follows :
1st, WARRANT BOOKS.

A. Dutics 11 Geo. 3, ch. 88. Transferred after passage of 1 Wm. 4,
ch. 14, to Provincial Fund, and book therefore closed.

B. Provincial Fund.

D. Capada Company Payments. : ‘

g E. Clergy Reserve Rents.

F. Certain Crown Lard Sules.
(;. Sums voted for Civil List, closed.
I{. Provincial and Crown Fund.

Civil List, closed.
I. Produce ot sales of School Reserves.
K. King’s Rights.
[.. Law Socicty’s Fees.

2xp. CONTISCATED ESTATELS, CLOSED:
3zp. LAND BOOKS.

Book containing the U. E. List.
Minutes of examinations on Land Pztents.
Reports of Conunissioners under Leir and devizce acts.

4tn. CORRESPONDENCE

Authoritics Book, in which are entcred the orders or instructions, sanc-
tioning disbursements, and regulating the inspection of accounts and claims.

Opinions Book. In which are recorded the opinions of the Law Officers
of the Crown upon questions, touching .the just construction of tho laws
relating to the reverue, and to the duties of the department.

Letter Book, Official. or
Letter Dook, Demi-offictal.
Report Dook, recently introduced.

5tu. ACCOUNTS,

-

Bool: for entry of all Public Accounts. :
Book for entry of remarks on public accounts preparatory to audit..
Bool: tor entry of Crown Lunds and timber accounts,
Book for entry of Clergy Reserve sales accounts, - :
Book containing the returns & accounts current of collectors of Customs.
Book containing the returns of Inspectors.
Book containing the accounts current of Inspectors,
Bool: containing various accounts current, :
Bool: containing accounts of proceeds of sales of articles seized and
condenined. : .
. Book containing the returns of dutics on.Imports collected in Lower
Canada.
Bool: containing the distribution of moncys paid to the Receiver Gen-

“eral, and periodically carricd to the credit of the several public accounts or

funds.

In addition to these books, I have recently éommcnced a book in which
separate accounts will be opened, for cach advance of public money by act

of Parliament, as appropriations or loans which are to he refunded to the
Public Treasury with interest.

I intend to carry out this plan as soon as possible, by providing a set

of books in which.accounts shall be kept with every Receiver of public
money. .
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" I also propose to open books upon a pian, which is at present under
consideration for the various debentures now composing the public debt.

The reason why this has hitherto been omitted seems to have been,
thdt the Recciver Genceral has been recognized as the sole manager of the
debt, and in that capacity required to render the accounts respecting the
debentures, and the interest thereupon accruing, to the Legislature at
every Session. -

" It is, however, my impression that my office should be capable of fur- Debentures.
nishing at all times, and at any moment, the fullest information respecting
the actual amount of debentures outstanding, and of the interest thereupon
aceruing, and periodically payable in England and in the Colony.

The magnitude of the debt, and the necessity of providing for the re- Public debt an objeet
gular payment of the interest thereupon, are among the first objects of con- °f considerstion.
sideration at the present moment ; and the most effectual means-should
without delay, be'provided for sustaining the public credit.

To carry into effect the plans to which I have just adverted, I am aware
that much labour will be requisite, and 1 fear I shall not succeed without an Incresso in the esta.
increase in the office establishment, in the granting or withholding of which, o 3™
the value of the object in view will, I presume be duly weighed. v

Answer to question No. 5.
There are three classes into whicl: public accountants may be divided.

The first class consists of Heads of Departments at Toronto, compris-tesds of Depart-
ing these Officers, i. c. : N merks.

The Recciver General.

The Commissioner of Crown Lands.

The Agent for the sale of Clergy Lands.

The Surveyor General of Woods and Forests. -

To which class may be added, the Clergy Corporation, whose Secretary
_collects and accounts for the rents of leased Clergy Reserves. T

. With the exception of the Surveyor General of Woods and Forests,
the officers above mentioned are required to submit their accounts semi-
annually for inspection and audit. : . .

I am bound to say, that hitherto sufficient regularity does not appear guggien seguturity
to have been obscrved in this particular. I also find that delays have oc- aot observed.
curred in their inspection in ‘this oftice after their transmission to it, when
other business has intervened. It is my impression that an instruction :
should be issued requiring these Officers to return their accounts and vouch. A5euntsand veneh.
ers to this Office, for the usual preparatory inspection, within days ¢d to this offico semi.
after the cxpiration of each semi-annual period. 1 should then have no*™™%" -
doubt, that uniformity and regularity would be obscrved on this point by all
the Departmeants.

It does not appear, upon examination of the instructions from the Lords i}
Commissioners ot the Treasury, that it was ever intended to make the jureyor Genenl of
. . R . oods, a recviver of
Surveyor General of Woods and Forests, a Recelvqr of public moneys.— pablic moneys.
T}}at officer has nevertheless, apparently from necessity, a]ways been a Re-
ceiver, although his instructions remain without modification on that point,

as well as on others, in which they. have not been carried into effect.

‘The second cluss of accountants consists of Collectors of Customs,
and Inspectors of Districts, who are specially under the superintendence of
this Department, oo :
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-~ The law allows Collectors, 40 days, and Inspectors, one month, after the
expiration of their respective quarters for the preparation and transmission
~of their returns to this office. : ‘

More speedy roturns Twenty days would, I apprchend, be a most ample allowance fo.r this:

";,'fc';f,z i purpose 3 and it would in iy opinion cssentially improve the system, if the

tors., tiscal year for all public accounts, and for all licenses und branches of Re-
.venue were the same. - ' : ;

L

- A reference to the revenuc laws will shew that such is not now the case.

'The third class consists of Skeriffs, Clerks of the Dcaccy ,’liagi.cliaics,
Coloncls of Militia, &c.

eturns of fines and forfeitures are occasionally. made Ly Sheriffs, but
not with any regularity. The same remark is applicable to Clerks of the
Peace. - ‘ :

PN
Returna i-regular.

Roturns of finen &e. Magistrates do not secm to consider that they are required to make any
not made by Magis- return whatever to this oftice, of fines or forfeitures, or duties on ale and
trutes, . . . : . N

Bcer Licenses, collected by them and payable to the Receiver General.

Colonels of Militia make their retiirns to the Adjutant General, 25 by
law directed and not to this office. ‘

Answer to Question No. 6.

Law sufiicient. 1 think the Law as it now stands, affords abundant means of compelling
collectors and Inspectors to make due returns.

I am not aware that any new law .is required for the purpose of
enforcing exccutive control over other accountants ; but to this point pro-
fessional persons are best qualified to speak. S : '

My impressions however, are, that regu]ations; for the duc respoﬁsibi}ity
of certain classes of Receivers: of Public money - night be framed to the
following purport,

Regulations ruzgeat. . 111, instruction might issuc to Sherifi®s directing them to report to this

ed for responsibility Office within 20 days after the 30th June and 31stDce. in each ycar, whether

of recoivers. _  they have collected or not, any fines, issues or amerciaments, stating, if they
have, the amount thercof, which_ they should be required within 30 days to
pay over to the Receiver General. . ‘ : »

The Clerks of the Peace should be instructed to make corresponding
teturns of all fines and estreats within the same period.

The Clerks of Assize should be required to observe a similar regulation
with respect to fines and gstreats, within the several Districts in which they
may be present at the Courts of Assize. : oo ’

These returns from the Clerks of the Peace, and of Assize, accompanied

“by certificates from the proper quarters, of cases in which fines &c. are not
for many rcasons actually levied, would effectually check the returns of the
Sherifl’s and be the means of bringing regulurly into the Treasury ull -sums
collected by these officers, ' T ’

Those who are more conversant than I am with. judicial proccedings
may be able to suggest a simpler mode of controlling the accounts-of the
Sheriffs than the foregoing. '

Tt is more difficult to devise a check upon Justices of the Pecce imposing.
and levying fincs, ~ :
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Possib]yq’% might effect the end proposed, were Justices to send quar-
terly returns of the fines levied by thend; with the names of partics, and the | Quarterly rotarns
. N R . . om Justices roquic.
mrture of each case, to the Clerk of the Peace, who might then prepare two ed.
abstracts, one of which, after having been read in open scssions, shopld be .
transinitted to this office, and the other posted up conspicuously in the

sheriff’s Oftice,-ér in some other-public place.

The Licensing of Ale-houscs now assigned to ie Magistrates, might ;n,mto,; might li-

with advantage be transferred to the Inspectors ;” hut an arrangement of thig conso Ale-houses.
natuzre could only be made by an amendment of the existing law.

With regard to fees on commissions, fincs, 2nd exemption money, under
R 3 tols Jhe : wi : Jp— Semi.annusl returas
the Miliiin Act, it miglit perhaps be sufficient without altering the law, to gomaGe Bl
issue a direction that the Adjutant General should semi-annuully make an al of exemption me-
abstract return to this Ofiice, compiled from the returns transmitted to him 7™
by Qlficers commandiag Militia Regimentz, with a certificate that it corres-

ponds vth Lis bookr, so far as the commissions are conceraned.

-

Officers in command of Regiments might be required to send quarterly
reports of fires and cxemption money collected, to the Clérk of the Peace, b gy 2o poed vp
who aficr reading them openly at an appropriate period, during the quarter '
sessions, shonld forwurd them to this department. They might also, if
thought advisable, be posted up in the Sheriff’s office, and thus prove a
«double check upon the accountant, s

If this altcration should not be considered practicable under the present. -

Act, it-might form the subjcct of a short enactment at the ensuing session ¢
of the Legislaturc. : .

With respect to ferries, I am not aware that any other check is required
than to provide that this office should be duly furnished with information
respecting the terms of all Jicenses, and that all lessees who fall in arrear,
to the extent of more than one periodical payment, should be proceeded
against, and be liable to a forfeiture of their leases or licenses.

Ferties,

Similar regulations might be made respecting mill seats when leased.  Mill sos.

With regard to the fees on patents, collected by the Receiver General, ,
in which particular he may be regarded as performing the functions of a sub- Fees on patonts,
accountant, a check upon his accounts might be provided, by requiring the
Surveyor General of lands to make a semi-annual report to this Office, of
fecs paid to the Recciver General, founded on the receipts brought to his .
from that officer, by pcrsoas obtaining patents for lands subject to the pay-
ment of fecs.

The Rcceiver General might also” be required to prodice vouchers
shewing the premium paid by the purchasers of his Bills of Exchange, as
checks upon his accounts, relating to that branch of his receipts..

. Answer 10 Question No. 7.

I do not believe thatany information is ever witheld that is called for. 1’1'1’5“ formation witk-

- Answer to Questiont No. 8.

The formg in which accounts are rendered to this office, are doubtless
susceptible of improvement. )

_ In the accounts of collectors of customs, I have not found that uniformity
which is desirable, but I have comnienced some regulations which, when oeouns of Colles-
matured and fully introduced into practice, will accomplish all needful '
improvements, with respect to the returns ff that class of Public officers,
*A2
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The collection of duties on Imports by inland navigation from Foreign
States, is principally régulated by the Imperial Act 3rd, & 4th Wm. 4th
chap. 59, but the provisions of the Provincial Act 4th Geo. 4, chap. 11, are.
also observed, so fur as they have not been superseded by the former
Statute. - '

It scoms cxpedient, that the Provincial Law should be repealed, and
that only so much of it should be re-enacted, as might be thought consonant
with the Imperial Act, for I find that collectors arc continually misled liy the
Provincial Aci in matters wherein its authority has been_ overruled. ‘

Colicctots nisled,

Mamnil of Tntme-  For the correct performagice of their dutics, collectors should be fur-
tions necessary  for

ol crogs, nished with a manual of instructions, and a Tariff of dutics, together with a
e reprint of all the acts Imperial and Colonial, which relate to their offices.

A compilation of this nature would however be a work of considerablo
labour ; and could only be accomplished by a person possessing adequate.
leisure, -combined with expericnce and legal knowledge.

4

- ) .. -
Loaves mitieate. At present it is. by no mcans easy for any one to ascertain what laws
' actually bear upon the collection of duties of Customs, and the services of'
the Collector, - '

The arcater number of the British Acts, which were published a few
vears ago, in the volume of revised Provincial Statutes, have subsequently
‘been cither wholly repealed or else re-enacted, or modified by recent acts,
which have never obtained publicity in this Province.. '

. The returns of the Inspectors are simple in forin and-object, and requira
Ll inepeetens Jitle if any alteration, not so the Jaws prescribing their duties. Indeed I
ton. : doubt whether any scrvice more beneficial could be rendered to the country,
at the ensuing session, than the substitution of a well considered and com-
prehiensive: Act for the various Acts and remnants of Acts, now in force for

the licensing of Shops, Inns and Stills, : :

fawa wtpresent had ~ But unless the new measure were well digested,’and drawn up with dué

biteriensinancther care and circumspection, it wouldibe better that the present laws, with all their

; defects, should remain for another year, untouched. I aninot prepared to
suggest any improvements in the present form of making up the Public Ac-
cqunts, although some might be likely to resujt from such a reduction,in-the
number of accounts inte which the Revenues are now. distributed, as will be
consequent on’the approaching cession of the Crown Funds, und their being
merged in the general Provincial Fund,

-

ty

AN

Answer to_question No. 9. > : -
. _ With reference to Collectors.and Inspectors,.it appears to me that rea-
;jfc'";;:;;‘_Z;"a;";}"i;c‘ sonable means are at the disposal of the Inspector General for ascertaining
Laspector General for the fidelity of their returns, which are made under. the sanction of an oath..
neerteding G0y It is always expected, that the returns will contain an account of every

article imported, and of the duties thereupon levied: = ‘

Comptrallers st each The only additional check on the Colicctor-that can be-devised, would
Portwouldbeacheck he the appointment of a Comptrolier at each Port, which, however, appears
to be.a measure too expensive for present adoption in this country.

"The returns of the Inspectors are also mdde under oath.  Their receipts

may be ascertained, by a.comparison-of their returns to this: office, with.the

How 1 sscenain the TCCOrA of. Licenses of various ‘kinds sent to them for issue, and with their

resnipts returns to the Sessions, whenco after a presumed examination by the Jus-
‘tices, they are transmitted to this Dopartment. ’

~
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; 3 Truth and accuracy
The truth and accuracy of the returns from other receivers cannot be s #02¢ secumey

so casily ascertained, as will appear from my answers to former questions, not be so casily ascor-
. tained,

- Answer to Question No. 10.

The means which this Department possesses of forming an opinion of fpsser to Question
the diligence and fidelity of Collectors and Inspectors, consists in the perio-
dical returns made by those officers. In general, T am safe in saying that Coliactors of Custome
the Collectors of Customs are not wanting in attention to their daty, though j2i reeting their
‘:ome of them may occasionally be found in error, or fail in point of form.

.

Of the dutics which should arise from the sale of Licenses by Inspec- muchloss occasioned
tors, 1 fear that considerable sums fail to be collected. In some cases it by duticson liceuzes.
may be that Inspectors are not sufficiently vigilant and alert ; but a princi-
pal cause of the imperfect collection of this branch of Revenue, is, T appre-
hend, to be found 1n the defects of the Statutes. Several of the Inspectors
more cspecially complain of the inefficiency of the laws respecting Still and Tie 1awes respecting.
‘Tavern Licenses, and shew that with regard to both of these branches of Stilt & Tavern licen.
Revenue they demand, as I'formerly remarked, great amendment, some ment, e SRt
very stringent provision is, for instance, required with respect to persons,
who apply at the annual Sessions in January for a certificate of their quali- Some pereons fnske
fications for keeping an Inn, but who on obtaining it take it home a8 if it for liconso . suff
were an authority to keep an Inn, instead of carrying it to the Inspector ag gient for koeping-an
the ground for the issue of d License, and thus manage to evade the law,” = -
as it is difficult to convict them of an actual breach of it. Such persons such persons atiould
should be liable to a fine, upon proof being given of their having failed to b utlo to  fiue.
pay for a License within a weck after the date of the certificate issued by
the Justices, in their name, and applied for, either by themselves personally ¢ mpensation to in.
or by their agents. The former provision also for the compensation of " in- formera should be
" formers should be restored, as the present law is found, in this respect, to restored,
work very unfortunately. '

Statutes defective,

Regarding: stills, Inspectors should be enabled to afford deputies a.h?:,S“Li :Zf,.p;:,tﬁ:'

reasonable compensation for looking after such as are unlawfully sct up or tod for looking after
used, for remote parts of their districts ; and.sufficient authority should be "™ >
aranted- for entering into any places, where there was ground to suspect that

illicit distillation was carried on. -

Inspectors are at present limited to a compensation of £100 per annum, ... should 1o
but sound policy would seem to suggest that they should be stimulated to paid by = regulated
continual diligence-and exertion by an allowance of a regulated commission ™08
upon all the revenue they might collect; admitting that it may be proper to
stop the-allowance at the rate of ten per cent upon their- collections after ¢ ., oranomancs to
their commission had in any one year amounted.to £100, it would neverthe- Inspectors
less appear but reasonable to allow a reduced rate of- commission of 5 per
cent until the compensation reached £200 and of 3 per cent to any subsequent.
amount, or.in any-other proportion. . '

Many other amendments are obviously required, upon which 1 shall n0t ouoer amendments
trouble the committee with any remarks. ) requied.

Answer to Question. No..11. -

There are no'grounds for doubting the activity and vigilance with which Auswer to Queation
collectors endeavour-to detect.all evasions of the Revenue laws under which cojiector vigilent in
they act, their scizures of those contraband goods which form the chief dotocting ovasions of
subjects of illicit trade, and of other admissible articles smuggled ioto the thoeTennetavs:
couritry, afford evidence, more especially " at the. principal Ports, of the
vigilance of the collectors, while at the same time they unfortunately indicate Smaggling provails
the greatextent to which the practice of smuggling prevails, and shew: thatte s grouer oren
the facilities for this unlawful practice which the Frontier presents, arc such ™" <* ™"
as no watchfulness or activity can fully countervail. v
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Nffender« agaiu-t the ‘The punishment of persons offending nvainst the laws under which the
laws not sufliciently

punishod., Inspcctors act in their several Districts, is not 1 fear, so carcfully attended
to, as it might l)e cven under l‘lc custma laws,

Billiard Tables, Stills For instance. it is manifest. by the state of the rcturns of the issue of
}:,’,iy',‘::;fni’sf‘" 2t Jicenses for Billiard ‘Tables, Stills‘a:d Steam Boats, that the laws do not pro-
duce their mll resulta,

8omo Inspectors dia It is but just towards some Inspectors, to add that they appear to be

courayed rather dizcournged by the unsuccessful results of former attempts oi convict.
11 offinders, and 1y the i imperfictions ef the statutes, froni new endeavours
10 enforee the penaltics, intended for the repression of illegal practices.

Arswer to Question No. ]2.
Answrr to Qicstion

No- B reon - I Lave no mcans of eomparing documents in my office with the Books

ring dacumonts in OF TeCOT(S nt'tho‘suhordmuto_ Departiments, to which Tunderstand the Com.

};‘;::c‘;;} ‘i}‘gf; *:nullcc to refoer, viz : "the oflicers of collectors and lncpcums, and I canrot
2 1 Lhoy

doputive, &e. attempt to institute the comparison proposed in the lattcr part of this

ques stion.

Duffsrenco betwesn T may however ohserve with respect to Tun- keepers, tlnt the difference

soi iy e andbera- | i cen the number of that cliss of persons who obtuin certificates in the

od. Quarter Sessions, in ¢ mparison with the number of such as fail, clter getting
the certificate, 1o fake out licenzes, micht be determined by bringing together
fhe refums made hy the Inspectors, of their actual issues of Tavern  Licenses,
and the returns which it is in the power of the severhl Clerks of the Pcace

to furnich to the Committee.

“Table A, alrmured. By referring 10 the Returns of the District assesssments, printed in the

- \mwndu to th:ic Journals of the Assembly for the gear 1836, and by
_cxmination of the returns of all the Inspectors of the Provinee made 10 this
oflire for the same period, I have been enabled to prepare the Table marked
A. which I now submit, -

Rosalt of Tuble A. This table which may be taken as a fair average for other years, thus
shows, that of 1163 merchants shops, 435 only were licensed to sell wines
» and spirits. In how many others of the remaining 708 shops, wines and
spirituous liquors may havc been actually retailed without Jicense, 1 have no
+  means of cstimating. - :

s ) B: .
pectmz e o With respect to Stills, I submit the statement marked B. from which it

is manifest, cither that the home distillation of whiskey has hecome incon-
Tho law forlicensing sideruble, or that it is largely carried on without license, I am apprehensive
¢ " that in point of fact, the law for licensing stills, is cvaded to a degree which,

is most prqudxcml to the Public Revenue.

Statemert C. rexpeet. T . . . )
ing Biliard Tutler. - I also beg 1o hand the Committee, a statement respecting licenses for

keeping Billiard Tables, Marked C. which will shew that, if the severity of
the enactment has not actually suppressed their use in this Pravince, it has
- induced a general cvasion of its provisions,

Duty on Eteamboate The duty on Stenm Boat Liccnses has not been collected, except ina -

Lac partially callect- fewy instances, cither in the present, or in the previous year.

Collection of the dute “In answer to a letter which I have addressed to the Inspectors upon this

catirely_ -overlnoked Subject, it is shewn‘that the collection of this duty has been entirely over-

s of the In-Jooked by some of them, and that it was not attempted by others, on account
of the supposed insufficiency of the-Act, :

Answer to Question No. 13.

Answer to Quostion . :
13, c I receive no such returns.
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Answer to Question No. 14, ' N

1 am not aware of any. ' Aniwer 1o Question

P’robably a means of scrutiny on the part of the Executive Government, Serati

.- L. . . . crutiny by the Es.
into the application of fines levied for local purposes, might be provided by ecative into the ap.
an cnactment requiring the Courts of Quarter Sessions, or the corporate plication of fiaes.
authoritics of Towns and Cities, to receive and audit all accounts of fines lo-

cally appropriated, and aficrwards to report thereupon to the Government at

stated periods; whether a regulation of this nature could be made to work -

well or not, is of course a question for consideration. :

1 must, however, confess that the departure from the old principle of Recomments ll nee
paying all fines into thehands of the Receiver General for the uses of the Gauras Koot
Crown, which has become frequent in the course of Provincial l.egislation,

socms to me of doubtful advantage to thie public intetests.

Answer to Qucst:ioh No. 15.

It has not been the general practice to do s, pamwer te Questise
The form in which the Acts usually express the will of the I:egislature, Understanding  of

has, I believe, been understood by some Commissioners, as conveying an fome Commissionun

idea that their accounts are intended to underszo no other examination than ¢

such as it may please the House of. Assembfy, through its Committees to

institute. . , :

T understand that while some Boards of Commissioners.send their Re-
ports and Accounts to the Lieutenant Governor’s Sccretary, there are others, ::,‘,‘:; ‘}:{"“,':2’_"_
who, guided by their construction of the law, are accustomed to transmit sioner to make thel
them direct to the several branches of the Legislature, and it is well known, ®*%™"
that the Reports and Accounts are returned at uncertain periods—many of
them reaching the Legislature in the middle, and even near the very close
of the Session. ,

Some better regulation in this respect, seems undoubtedly called for.

Perhaps the most expedient course would be to direct all Returns of Retaras 3¢ Commis
public expenditure by Commissioners to be Erepared in triplicate, and sent *ioe™ in triplisste.
to the Provincial Secretary, the Lieutenant Governor could then cause one '
copy to be sent to the Inspector General’s office for examination, while the
other two copies might be Jaid before the Legislative Council and Assembly.
To this office it would be merely necessary to furnish the accounts and
vouchers. ' o :

Answer to Question No. 16,
They are not returned to this ‘office in any form of account.
Answer to Question No, 17. .

Clerks of the Peace, make return of fines &c., occasionally. It isfiewerte Qualen
'desirable that they should make returns at each Quarterly Session of the
Magistrates, whether fines &c., may have been imposed or not, for in Buch Clerks of the Pesss
manner only can it be ascertained that they duly Teport all fines, amercia- g.'.‘:“z“':,_";:'
meats &c. ' :

lA.uvu to Quastien

Some Clerks of the Peace are véry regular, and their returns shew DOt 5ymg very regataria
only the number of Estreats, but the cases in which fines are paid to the their retarns.
Sheriff in open ‘Court. =

] Shlzriﬁ's make returns, but pot with u'much‘re.gulayitj as ‘a'ppeifrs oy ot
*B2 o T

[ .
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Mothod of ascernine I conceive it practicable to cstablish some method of certifying the
Storifls roturus, accuracy of Sheriffs returns at the offices of the Clerk of the Peace, and of

the Depuiy Clerk of the Crown, in the several districts. :

But as this is-a question connected with thé proceedings of Courts,
and tl:e administration of Justice, I think a check upon the receipts of
public monies by Sheriffs might perhaps be suggested by the Law officers of
Her Majesty. , L :

Answer to Question No. 18.

Answor to Quoation 1 beg to refer to my answer to the precedihg Question,
18. . .

Answer to Question No. 19. -
Answor to Question I am not aware that I can, in areply to this Question, add any thing

-

material to the suggestions made under previous heads of inquiry.

Answer to Question No. 20,

.

Answer (o Question The accompanying statements marked D. and E. will supply the princi-
3 oracnts D. & E, pal information desired by this Question.

. A more specific statement might, if requisite, be compiled in the place
of that marked E. shewing the quarterly periods, at which several of the
present balances of arrcars were partly due, but its prcparation would occupy -
a good deal of time.‘l T T » s

_ Answer to Quelstion No. '21.. ’

Answer to Question would certain e a most desirablc.improvement in the present.
Anwer b0 Quost It would certainly b t desirable-imp t in the present
A ‘Bak to deposite SyStem, if it were fo*nd practicuble to make a Bank, the only depository of
Public monsy. - Pyblic monies. : '

The advantages which would result to a Bank, from holding Public
balances would be grkat, and there can be no doubt, that an arrangement for
receiving and paying out Provincial moneys might casily be effected with one
of the charterod Institutions. '

An objection to such an arrangement, might however be urged on the
Obiection o | ground of the uncertainty which it may be alleged, attend Banking opera-
jection to such an 2 .. . . X .

arraignment  con.. tionS.  This is a difficulty which a few years since, would not have becn
scived. thought of ; but it has unquestionahly acquired some claim to be noticed
: since the memorable occurrences of the year 1837, and the more recent
monctary cmbarrassments of that extensive and populous country, which
touches on our whole southern border, and the viscitudes of whosé commer-
cial and banking affairs, exert a.continually increasing influence on our

interests, ' .

Rago for Banking It is well known what a rage for the cstablishment of new Banks pre-
Esavlisbmeats:  yailed in this Proviace,, and what a mass of Charters, framed according to
all sorts of Banking principles, not three years since, were forced by the
excited temper of {he public miud, through both Iouses of the Legislature,
threatening disastrous tutations in the value of property of every descrip-
acceatad by the Royut HiON  Happily for the 'people of Upper Canada, the iripending ruin was
Perogative. averted by a prudent o.\'frmse of the Rayal Prerogative, on the reference of
the Bills to Engluud, for the expression of the Royal pleasure. N
It may happea that'the passion for multiplying Banking Institutions will~
again possess the public mind, and every wherc succeed in producing an im-
moderate expansica of the Currency in Canada, as well as in the adjoinin
States. In such a case, there may follow Bank suspensions, and even B
- failures, for all will maix%ly depend on the degree of prudence with which
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Banks -are condiicted, and” when they happen to be unduly multiplied, the Jarksuspensionsand

" .\ . N s ailares would ss-
chance is, that some of them will be badly managed, serious inconveniencc riously injuro publio
might, in such a state of things, ensue to the public service if the cntirc findswhon beld by
funds of the Colony were held by a bank, compelled perhaps to suspend '

specie payments, and materially curtail, if not wholly stop its issues.

But it might be urged, that in order to make a sure provision aggainst A Bank supported by.
. . . o Government
such a contingency, a Bank supported by the Government might be esta- might be establisbed.

blished.

The diifrculty in such an event, would arise from the jealousies of the
people. Lxperience in this country has already shewn, that a Bark con- A Gorerament Bask
nected, even in a slight degree only with the Executive, becames. obnoxious f},’{{‘;";?“{&,‘_"’ hos
to the hostility of party. How much more likely then, would it be, thata -
Bank wholly a Government Institution, would suffer incessantiy under the
assaults of such, as would never weary in denouncing it as a dangerous’

Executive Engine, and a mere instrument of corruption..

I am fully convinced, that charges of this nature could never have been Tnes_ charges not
at any time jusily applicable to any of the chartered Banks of this Province, sppiicable_io _the
and that they never could be true, with respect to any Bank conducted under *7*¢ Bsak
the influence of the Government. I am, moreover, inclined to concur with A chartered - Bagk
those, who think that an arrangement by which one of the existing Banks wo’d might be 12 agency
be constituted the agent of the Government in- all' its money transactions, ianeactions.
would be safe and advantageous. Yet it must be admitted, that the subject The eubject & .
is a most weighty one, and before any steps arc-taken, they should be care- shogia’be carofally -

fully and maturely considered ’ considered.

Whatever decision may be ultimately arrived at, with respect to the .
employnient of a Bank as a financial Agent, 1 am fully impressed with the i) Piolio, monize,
importince of making vrovision, that all public moneys shall find their way into the Rveasary. -
in the specdicst manner to the Provincial Treasury. ' ‘ ‘ .

" There, at present, are some officers, who receive and hold considera- S;:m: &ﬁ?:}h;{;i:t
ble sums of money for uncertain periods, but who might, I think, be relieved migbg bo reliovod v
from great responsibility, in a manner which at least bears an appearance L‘E‘; their responsi-

of convenience and simplicity. : ‘

"The Commissioner of Crown Lands, for example, under 2. new system, Ex:mple.
might hand to an individnal offering payment of an instalment due on land, A eortifioata ‘of pay.
a certificate of the amount to be paid, addressed to the Receiver General, j 1t Somoas ooy
upon which that officer after a due entry in his books, might write 8 receipt. ral sndgisoazecaipt,

The certificate thus receipted, when retirned to the Crown Lands ;"o weoid s
Office, might then {orm an authority to the Commissioner, for giving an-ac- missionsr 10t a0,
knowledgement of payment to the purchaser of the land, and serve as al’,',';,‘,‘uf,"f'::g' W
most satisfactery voucher to his. accounts, as well asa check upon the ac- viucher to his see's:
counts of the Receiver General. The two offices would in fact; to this[i5, cheek seos !
extent, -mutually check each other, and the risk of loss, or misappropriation Geseral.

of public meney be effectually guarded against. - ‘ | .
" “Answer to Question No. 22. _ V ' .

As spon as the Crown funds shall have been placed, in the manner re- 5, ver to Question”
cently proposed, at the disposal of the Provincial Parliament, the accounts Noog
now kept separate, and known as funds K. D, F. and B. might be brought b u‘,:P,f;’d":t
together into one consolidated account, under the denomination . of - thetlu-r-pphn-lgfrum.:
General or Provincial fund,” at least I may be permitted. to.say, that no{,"% ‘& 4 ekt

solid objection to such a measure has occurred to my mind. bu consoided.:

. Fund D. consisting of the payments for land made by thef.Cﬁnada-Gom--f;‘;,‘;f,’,b"cx:;fff;@&
pany; and kept separate from other accounts of Crown Revenue, by order, B
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.of the Imperial Government, will soon, in the courst of the fulfilment of their
engagements, become extinct. : . '

¥und F. might be Fund.F. which has heen created by the sale of -certain Crown Lands,
merged in fund K- miafit even now, if I mistake not, be conveniently merged in fund K.

{:;‘db;‘ Temught be There seems to me no longer occasion for continuing the fund L, in the

Law Society. hands of the Recciver General, as it is made up of fees, and belongs to the
Law Society. I think the accauni might now be kept by the Treasurer of
that Corporation. T : : .

There thon would be iyl . . . )
Jett Pande & B, &C. On a supposition that the foregoing suggestions were carried into effect,

on the cession of the Crown Revenues, there would then remain the follow-
ing separate funds: ]
A. The General, or Provincial Fund:™
B. The Clergy Rents Fund.

C. The Grammar School Fund.

Sepurate Fund . . i i ‘ .
might be temporarily There might also be occasionally separafe accounts temporarily kept

kept- for some special fund ; such, for instance, as that provided by a recent Act,
for the erection of a Lunatic Hospitah-

Answer to Question No, 23.

Answertoquation?3 It appears to me, that it is practicable to avoid much of the labour now
Huch dabour it incurred in the issue of warrants, for the payment of Salaries and contin-
Warranis for pay. gencies in the Public Departments. Under thep resent system, a scparate
ment of Salaries an . H : . . A v g
contingenciesof Pub. Warrant in duplicate, is semi-annually required, for the payment of each per-
lic Departments.  son in the several offices. : :

Plan for paying tho I submit a plan for paying the Departments, which I am inclined to
public departments in

papers X. ¥.2.  think would be found convenicnt. It is shewn in the papers marked X. Y. Z,

Paper X. The paper marked X. is a Department pay list, transmitted at the end
of each period by its head, to the Inspector General, in Quadruplicate.

Puper ¥. The paper marked Y. is a gencral abstract, compiled in duplicate from
the Departmental Returns, and transmitted by the Inspector General to the
Provincial Secretary. .

The paper marked Z. is the warrant, sent in duplicate, to the Receiver
Pape: 2. Gencral, dirccting him to pay the several individuals, on their signing the
pay lists, .

By this simple method, one warrant would serve in the room of about
Ono warraut 1n«tead , . . .
of thirty, thirty now 1ssqed.

A similar course for A similar course might be pursued with respect to the contingencies of
sentingencics. the Departments. : ' '

Or if it were considered more advisable, warrants founded on the.
separate returns from the Departments, might be made out in the name of
cach of them. This plan, however miﬁht be thought liable to objection,
Thoogh moro objec. ON the ground that it would render cach head of a department an accounting
tionsble. officer quoad the payment of his Clerks, which by the other method is

avoided. . :
Cangot say whether . : )
the abova plan would Whether a plan of the character now suggested, would be approved by
Lords of the Treass. the Lords Commissioner of Her Majesty’s Treasury, I cannot pretend to say.
”y * .

Anothor suggestion.

. The importance of saving any unﬁecessary preparation of warrants, may
craeeied 13 "m?.'}‘ be inferred from the fact, that the body of each warrant for a paymc;nt of
’ ' Public moacey, is transcribed not less than 13 times in the several offices,
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Answer to Question No. 21.

Answer-to. Question

My experience as Inspector General is brief; I have not yet discovered
eny thing materially defective in the constitution or organization of the Experioncs as ln-
. . _ . rpector General but -
Department, cxcept in so far’'as may be gathered from my statcments In brict. .
reply to former questions. 3"
. t ¢
I entertain noa.doubt, that if provided with due assistance, I shall find No doutt of introda.
myself enabled’to introduce order into the manner of accounting for public Fr8 & beller sstom
moneys in all quarters, where it may not hitherto have been properly public wouics.
observed. s

y .

Answer 10 question No. 29,

. o . f“,A“,nnwr to Que;lin
I offer no remarks with respect to my own'salary. The allowance to my Gy .10

. , . lariesto I
First and Second Clerks are such as have been allowed to others of the same tor General & Ulerke,

class in the several Departments.

<

I could not reasonably desire more efficient assistants than they are, Present Clerks effci-
but if the business of the Department is hereafter to -be conducted in the
manner which the state of the fiscal concerns of the Province seem to

require, additional aid will be necessary.

Answer to Question No. 26. : Answar to Question
Nothing further o

I am not aware that I can add anything to my former statements respect- add to former ate-
ing the mannér in which Public Receipts and expenditures are subjected t0 L receipts, &e. ©

the scrutiny of this office.
The Committee will, I trust, have in recollection that in unreservedly fa2 nét hed oppor-
. o . . s . . unity of forining ms-
replying to their inquiries, while under the pressure of other duties, 1 liave tare opinicns on the
not had the opportunity of forming- mature opinions on the various andJiricy; matters re-
important matters embraced by their interrogatories, and that after further
reflection and greater experience, I may find cause to modify my views in
many particulars.

(Signed)  JOHN MACAULAY,

: Inspector General,

Ixspecror GeENERAL's OFFICE, '
Toronto, 30th Nov. 1839.

Emae 0 —ge
Co y. ' "
Y . InsPECTOR GENERAL'S OFPFICE, '
} Toronto, 17th October, 1839. .
SIr,

In cbedince to the Lieutenant Governor's Commands, conveyed Loysr frem Inspes-
to me in your letter of 12th ultimo, by which I am notificd that His Excel- tor Generul en the
lency is desirous of ascertaining whether any circumstances within my.gbfg‘,;,‘? daties
knowledge, lead me to consider that alterations might be beneficially introdu-
ced into the mode of conducting that branch of the public seryice, which is
committed to my supcrintendance, I now have the honor.to submit the fol-
lowing report, containing such observations as I feel warranted, under the

circumstances of my recent assumption of Office, to make.

The duties of the Inspector Gennral appear to .range themselves under Dutice ofthetaspes
the following general Heads: tar General.

oo . . : 1. T that all
1. To see that all warrants or claims against the Government are fullyehim: “apiset e
y Gorvernment are gup-

supported by vouchers and authorities, and il&g all public moneya isued are ported by veuchars, -



110 Report on Public Departments. [5th Sess. 13th Parl.

— = ' s—

T

and the amouts pro- dyly: applicd to the pwrposes for which they were intended, and regularly -
o appliad. - ! ot .. . o °
by en accounted for.

2. Tu sce that the Revenues of every kind are regularly and in due form
- brought to account, und to call upon the officers respectively coacerned, for
all necessary documments and explanations. -

To bo coreful of ths 3. 'F'o be careful that no deductiens or diminutions in the Receipt of the
Revenus, . Revesue, and no expenses tuke plice, which are not established by law, or |
' by the autherity of the Lord= Commissioners of the Treasary, or by order
of the Licutenunt Governor. -

To rxamine & erune 4. To_examin, and couvntersign all warrants for t!lc'CYC;,cndiiurc‘&of
tormenwerzntn public moncy before they re issued by the Lieutenant Governor. b

N - s ., . ~ . Re N . o y
To report npon feti- 2 g‘o rf?pm't'npc‘m the petitions ()f persons for prmhgg m respect of
tiona, grantz of land as U, 1. Loyalists, or children of U. E Loyalists, or Military

Climants, -

To niake out elute. -~
menta of pablic rev- N
_ouvo. 6. To prepare and report statcments of the Public Revenue and

“expenditures andestimates, when required for the use of the Exccutive
Govemment, or for the infurmation of the Legislature. : :
To provide tor Light . . ) . .
Hovsses. . 7.V provide for “the maiatenance of Light Houszes, and poy the
Kecpiers tiereof. ' C
To report ez o 'Tmat. A ' .
v ceiing toreve- 8. Fo report as cosasion may require upon all matters relating to the
e Revenne, which may i brought under.the notice of the Licutenant Governor
by appeals agains: the preceedings of Revenue efficers, or in any other,
manner.

. For many years the imited receipts of Revenue, and the corresponding

Forseaeser daties character and extent of the Public Expenditure rendered the duties of the

«ma: L. *" Inspector General comperatively light and simple. But as the Province.
advanced in population weilth and ‘T'rude, jts financial resources began to
extend and swellinto importance, and the Legislature excite:! by the spectacle
of the rapid improvements cffected in the internal comniunications of the
neighbouring States, was impelled to incur "a considerable debt for the
purpose of exeeuting some great works, which in their character were Pro-
vincial, and of at the same time, aflording aid* in the form of loans to
prejects, undertahen by private enterprise, which promise general benifits to
the conmumurity, S

of fur more bfnc,;x;lf It Las Lenee arisen that the duties of this office have Lecome far more

tance. itnportant than they formerly were, and are attended with a corresponding
increase of labour and responsibility. '

Prezsure of bubdlic v g . e )
dett by internal - In consequence of the pressure of the public debt, which has been

provoments makes it crcated in the promotion of public improvements, it has become an object
A ‘“;’%“:;Zfof prunary considerztion to cultivate most carcfully the Provincial resources,
vinee tozneal increas- ANd endenvour to augment the Public Income, ir order that it may be equal

g aeancs. to the annaally increasing demands upon it.
"Fliis income is derived from the following sources. .

1. From the funds hitherto known as Crown Revenues, which are
Seusces of provincial about to he made over to ‘the Provincial Legislature, and which consist of

incomo. the proceeds of sales of Crown Lands, and Crown T imber, ' Rents, “Fines,
Forfeitures, &c, . - '

.2 From the proportion of Revcnue from time to time awarded to Uppor
-Canada, as accruing from duties levied upon imports by sea at Quebec and-
_ Montreal. ' o SRR Tha o el
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3. From duties levied upon I.mports iato this Province from the United
Btates. '

4. From dutics levied upon Licenses, for vending Wines, and spirituous
Liquors for Distillation, for Hawking and Pedling &c.

_Upon the continued productiveness of the principal services of Revenue
indicated under the first of these heads, the Department charged with the piminotion of reve:
management is best qualified to submit an estimate ; on the cessation of the tue must take placo
annual payments by the Canada Company,-a certain diminution of Revenue ments by Canad
must tuke place which may however be counterbalanced by a studious cul-tewes2s

tivation of the income derivable from other sources.

The Revenuo aceruing under the second head cannot be increased by Duties on imports by.
means of any-augmentation of duties, unless with the consent and co-opera-e2 cannet be asg-
tion of the Legislative authority of Lower Canada. It however continues sent of Lower Cazs.
annually to grow with the growing tride by way of the Gulph, although its®
progress is not so rapid; as the financial necessities of this Province now
plainly require. :

The Revenuc adverted to under the third head, and which is the produce Intorconrse with U
of the intercourse with the United States, is an increasing fund, cven under 5 2 increasiop fud
existings regulations, 1 obscrve a growing taste for goods and wares, ... .. .
imported from the United States, and have no d.iubt that the variety and vedfor §o0ds import
churacter of the articles introduced from thence will rapidly extend. ~This edfrow United Siates
tevenue may be improved, at the will of the Legislature by means of addi-
tioual dutics on specified articles, and potwithstanding the repugnance which
.may be felt at this course, the duc maintenance of public credit mnay render
the imposition of new duties imperatively nocessary.

Were ihe prohibition imposed by the Imperial Parliament. in the Ifcertain probibitiene
importation of certain articles removed, and their admission in payment’ of Jor, Fone"ed e
moderate dutics conceded, a most important improvement of the Revenue
derived from dutics of customs upon our Trade by inland navigation with the

United States, would immediately take place,

The Revenue derived from licenses which like that uuder the foregoing T
. . . . ~ evenuo on Licensws
head, is especially under the superintendence of this office, depends entirely depsnds eutirely oa
upon the pleasure of the Legislature and may doubtless be improved thotigh Legislaturs.
it does not offer the same scope for extension as our Foreign Trade. - °

The class of Accountants respecting whom Ishall first submit a feve
remarks are the colleetors of the customs.

There are at present established in this Province thirty-six ports of §6 ports of Eatry.
Entry. Each of Which is in charge of a Collector. : _

The duties of this officer are presci'ibed.partly by Provincial (indeédmghoﬁl'y prescribing
chiefly) and by Imperial Acts. , d ~ duties of office.

The Schedule of Imports, and sundry general regulations are established
. by the Imperial Parkament. ’

- The Colonial Legislature has provided for the compensation-.of. the
eollectors and prescribed the mode and periods of making their returns.

They are required to make up their first account to the b}l.et March Perioda of makiog wp
inclusive, and regularly afterwards on 30th June, 30th September, and 31st
December in every year. ' .

Forty- days:after.the end of each qngrlermeéllowed to them for render-
iog their acconnts to-thisofficei. They are. bound within the same periodto-
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remit the net Revenue in their hands to the Receiver General, and in all
cases of failure in the observance of this rule, they suffer the loss of their
compensation which is limited to a commission of fifty per cent upon the
gross amount of the Revenue collected until it reaches one hundred pounds,

Collectars eompeuns. €XCEPL 10 cases of collections exceeding £1000 when the officers are allowed

Hoa. . 12} per cent upon £1000 and five per cent on all sums above that amount
until the total compensation for any one ycar shall amount to the sum of
£300.

There are some collectors who account to this office, as ‘well as to the
Reme Callecton ac. Receiver General for their quarterly receipts of Revenue considerably before
gount befor pepwed the expiration of the time limited by Statute, and it would be well if all wero

by law. equally prompt,and punctual.

o In the seizure of smuggled goods, the collectors generally appear to be
2‘{2‘,’,‘:":;::;12{“ alert and active, but such is the extent of the Fronticr, and so great the
goods but camnot fycilitics which. it presents for illicit Trade, that it does not scem possible for
protact atall points- h¢ collectors cven by means of the most unitiring vigilance to protect the

Revenue in an eftectual manner at all points,

Collectors are usually careful to make returns of seizurcs, as well'as of

Uniformity in form Sales of condemned goods, but a more complete uniformity in the form of

of returns required. yoturng under this head as well as under that of duties of customs is desirable.
and this I am now endcavouring to bring about. '

The duties on Licenses to Hawkers and Pedlars and to Auctioneers, as

: well as on sales at auction, are collected and accounted for by the collectors

Auction duty coased. of customs. The auction duty has however Been rccently. allowed | to
expire. :

Pat With respect to the duty on licenses to Hawkers and Pedlars I find it
y on f{lawkoers p . . .

sad " Pedlars rightly ‘accounted for with as much regularity as other Revenues for which collectors
scounted fr. ©  gare responsible. ' '

Tam not aware of the circumstances by which- the Legislature was
guided in referring this branch of service to the collectors of customs, while
‘the Inspectors of Districts were at the same time charged with the issue of
the licenses sanctioned by other laws. : :

The attention of collectors is usually confined to the limits of their res-
Kective Ports, while the eye of the Inspector ranges over a whole District ;
ut as the law relating to the collection of these branches of Revenue has

been long in force. Ido not undertake to suggest any alteration with respect
to it, . '

The next class of Accountants is the Inspectors, who have been
‘appointed since the year 1803, to perform the duty formerly assigned to the
Secretary of the Province in issuing licenses for the distillation and sale of
spirituous liquors within their respective Districts, and for keeping Billiard

“Tables. .
c uew of In. . Lhese officers receive in compensation for their services, a commission
spesters. of ten per cent. upon the sum they actually collect, until the amount of their

remuneration reaches the fixed limit of one hundred pounds, There are also

certain small fees which are specified in the acts by which their duties are
prescribed. : ’

Quartorly Ratwrns to They are bound to make quarterly returns .to this office as well as to
s onder pen. d . . % . . -

-alty of L108. the Recciver General on pain of forfeiting £100 in case of failure.

) Their official year comrhenceg on the 5th day of January, and the law
allows them one month after the close of each quarter to render their accounts

’
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to this office and two months to pay over the net amount of Revenue collected

within the quarter to the Receiver General.

. . '\ : .
, Inspectors of Districts, as well as collectors of customs,.are understood  Inspectors of Dis-
as being in a particular manner connccted with this office, as they receive :’;"‘(‘;u‘;“fmf°;’:;}::
from 1t instructions respecting their dutics, communicate through it with the larly conpeeted with

Government, and transmit to it their quarterly Returns and their reports,  thi office:

The Revenue arising from the branches of service to which they Revenuo strictly pro.
respeetively belong has always been strictly Provincial, and subject toech
eppropriation by the Legislature.* o ' ' '

The Jaws regulating their duties are susceptible of many amendments, Lawa regulatingtheir
by which I am inclined to think that the receipts of Revenue might be mucl dutics susceptitle of
improved, but upou this subject I am not at present prepared to enlarge. '

There is however onc point to which I may for 2 moment advert, viz : One common termin.
ation of fiscal yoar

the propricty of esiablizhing onc common termination for the fiscal year, . gesirable.

According to cxisting laws, there are threc different fiscal years

observed in the collection of the Revenue.

1st. With respect to the dutics of customs levied on the Trade with the
- United States, Pediars Licenses &c., the ycar “for which the Returns are
made, terminatces with the natural onc on the 31st December, -

2nd. With respect to the duties on Still, Shops, and Tavern Licenses, Dif;ire}n termination
the.year closes on thic 4th ddy of January. . of fiscal accoants.

3rd. With respect to the proportion of duties levied upon Imports by
soa, although it be payable under the award of Arbitrators pursuant to the
Canada 'T'rade act, on Ist January, and 1st-July, it is collected in Lower
Canada for 2 year wwhich closes on the 5th day of January.

The Inspectors in general are -punctual in making their returns and |
. . . . . e poctors genenlly
anticipate little deficiency with respect to the accounts of this class of punctonl. =~ -
officers in future, ‘ ' R :

~ The next class of Public Accountants to be noticed consists of, such as
receive fines and forfeitures, either under Imperial or Colonial Acts, rentsof
Mill seats and Ferrics, Estreats &c., all. forming portions of what has been King's rights in ma.

usually called the Cr6wh Fund or Kimg's Rights. . king rojurn of, great
' . ) nm;:irovement ey be
. . . . LB
’ Under this head their secems to be great room for improvement, for the b
returns of such moneys are not made to this office with that degree of”

regularity which would secm requisite. . '

Clerks of the Peace make returns of Estreats from the quarter session,
but it does not appear that subsequent measures for their recovery and

Returas of estreats.
payment to Receiver General are systematically enforced. ;

- Sheriffs are not always regular and punctual m making their returns Sherifs not slways
rclating to fines &c.,. Magistrates are required tn the execution of certain [*€lsr 2 makiog re.
Statutes to mmpose. fines which are payable to the Public- Treasury, but - C
there is no means at the disposal of this Department for ascertaining that No moans for ascer.
fines thus imposed are duly accounted for. In some cases fines when col- 2;“;3{‘,:{‘:.‘ f,';'}:,; .
lected, are applicable to objects within the Districts, in which they may have accounted for. ‘

been recovered, but I believe the Courts of Quarter Sessions do not at
present possess a sufficient official check over the Justices of the Peace who"

-~

® Tho duty of £1 16 0 Storling imposed by the British Act 14, Geo. Srd. waa cansidered s part of tha
Crown fand, until the eesaion of that fund a fow y&ars sincs to the Logislature. -
) )]
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may levy fines in a summary manner, directcd by law to be applied to locaf*
purposes,
;‘,f;’}?,fj,u?,ﬁ:f,f;’,ﬁ’; Upon the manner of accounting for public moneys, pursued by the great
loft to Lo remarkid Public Departincnts, I abstain from any remark as it is daily open te
W avestigaion, | Exccutive review ; and will probably become the subject of especial Inquiry
by the Board of Commissioners, which, in conformity to” His Excellency’s
dircctions, is about to commence an investigation. '

Tiie mode of conducting the business of this office, which-is the special

Mods of condneting SUDjECt Of Teference an the present occasion, .is not open to any important
husinoss in oflice of Objection that 1 am aware of. The principle upon which the varfous
",',',;‘{gﬁé‘l‘fomf,‘cﬁ"°“':xccmmts have been Jeng inspected and kept, is good, and enly requires to be
fully carried out. “If thihas not yct been done, it is clear that it should be

Sywen pusmned st agtended to withoutfurther delay. Atan carly period, the system pursued may
have anameed me have fully answered its purpose, but if it did, the annually increasing extent
gf;l‘rz:gh“m dees net of public business had outstripped the -progress of that system, and it has
' beconie necessary (o open new sets” of books for new heads of account, and

thus maintain that strict check upon all receipts and Expenditures, for which

the departinent was chiefly instituted. :

. o According to my impressions, an account should be opened in this office

:z;"e';i’,fo:,f, Jublic \ith. every Receiver of public money, whether it be for money collected

count to this office-ind payable to the Reeciver General, or for money obtained from that officer
for application to any public object.. ' ‘

1 do not find that accounts have been thus opencd in all cases,—not even

. in all casesof Receivers of thie Revenue, collected for payment into the publie
Poards of Commis 1TCASUTY ; while in no case of Expcnd‘iturc upon public works, or f:og' other
ionera under l.ogi- public purpose by Board of Commissioners acting ~und.er the provisions of
keep no dirtinct nc. Legisltive Enactments, has a distinct account becn Kept at this office. Iam
caunt with this office. pow taking measures for remedying this defect as fast as circumstances will

allow. :

Again, with regard to the Provincial debt, I discover that this office has

: not hitherto adopted such a course as (independently of a reference to the
This office hax not Receiver Geuneral's office) would cnable it to make a return of the actual
the power of giving syate of the Provincial liabilities—the number amount and object of the

the provincial finan. Debentures issued, and the amount of intcrest annually due, or the amouut
clalafluirs, at any stated period in arrear. ~

Proposcs a set of new I have therefore proposcd to open a set of books, especially connected.
oks fur the pusposo . ith the Provincial debt, which, when brought up to the current transactions
of the time will enable this Department at any moment to supply full and

satisfactory information upon this important subject. ‘

I do not observe scope for- any material improvement in the Books of
account actually kept in the office. ‘

Namber of books In addition to those which ¥ have already inroduced -it is not probable
e aaguired may ' that any other will be required. Indeed on the cempletion of the arrange-
" dating publie resour. ments for the transfer of the Crown Revenues to the Provincial funds, it is
cox not im:probable that the Books of account relating to those Revenues may

‘be reduced in number by the consolidation of the public resdurqe's.

“Setontion of Govern. It has always 1 believe, been the wish and intention of the Executive
mant that oll punlic Government, that all accounts whatever relating to the expenditure of public
:jﬁ‘;ﬂ;ﬁ‘:ﬁiﬂ fubjeet money, should undergo minute scrutiny at this office, and when ordered for

audit by tho Executive Council, they usually. have been subjected to such-

examination. :

‘But therc is a large and most important class of accounts, whichdo not
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scem on any occasion to have been submitted for inspection here. That f::" Comm’stioners
. . . s ounts mnot seat

¢class comprises the accounts of the various boards of Commissioners heso for inspection.

appointed by name in Provincial Acts, or under their authority, for the

expenditure of grants of public moncy on Roads, Bridges, Light-houses &e.

'These accounts are by law required to be laid before the Legislature, and

are then supposed to be investigated, yet it would appear proper that they

should also undergo a previous examination at this office. If the sums here-

after to be appropriated for the prosccution of public improvements should

‘bear any proportion to the great Expenditures of recent years, it would

certainly seem a useful precaution against neglect or misapplication, to

provide that the accounts of Expthditurc should be ascertained, in an official

manner,to have been rendered in due forn and sustained by proper vouchers,

‘T am fully sensible of the ncw responsibility and the additional labour
which would %hus devolve on this oﬁice‘: and whiych only could be performed oy ndﬁ?&:ﬁngu
in a satisfactory manner by an increase of Clerks, especially when taken in o3 reaviro mors
connexion with the more extended systcm of Book-keeping which T am
anxious to introduce ; but I look upon it as a matter of the first considera-
tion that this office should faithfully and cfficiently perform its essential duty
in checking all receipts and disbursements of public moncy.

In my rcport dated 31st August last, T have submitted, for His Excel- Vamti .

. . . . . .. . .+ Unsatisfied claims
lency’s consideration, my views respecting the unsatisfied claims for privi- for priviliged graate
leged grants of land from the Crown which may yet be made to the Govern- of 1and. N
ment, and I am not aware that I can add to them on the present occasion.

If His Excellency should not determine upon bringing to a close the claimg - o
of the U. E. Loyalists, by means of a Commiission in cach District, some D E.Loylists claims
new regulations for the more perfect identification of claimants at the Quar- setiled by a District
ter Sessions will be indispensable. It remains for me to advert to a branch Som®ision.
of duty which has but rccently dovolicd on the Inspector Geuneral, viz:—
that of paying the stipends of tho Kecpers of Light Houses, and of provi-
ding by contract all the supplies requisite for the due maintenance of the

Lights.

Much yet remains to be done towards the due regulation of this branch
of service to which I shall not fail to give attention.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

S. B. Harrison, Esg.- (Signed) JOHN MACAULAY,
&c. &C. &CO : Iné])ector Gmralo

P. S. Ifind that the Militia Law does not direct anyreturn to be made,, ,
to this office of fees on Commissions, and fines collected by Commanding ** iet. cb. 3.
Officers and paid to the Receiver General; cither the Adjutant General, 0 sgutant Generat
whom the returns are made should, after comparing them with his books, should refer to this
refer them to this office, or the returns should be made to this office in the ™"
first instance, and referred for a certificate to the Adjutant General, in order
that an effectual check on the payment to the Receiver General may be

provided. ‘ : :
(Signed) M

___c@e____

No. 1. I am of opinion thai no portion of the present duties of the Inspeetor _ I
General of accounts can, with advantage to the Public service, be transferred Jaues, of Ispectis-
to any other Departmient, nor do I'think that-any duties of a different nature transforred.

can with propriety be assigned to his office ; the constant increase of the

duties of the department rendering further assistance indispensable.,
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:;:::'I:g JDesounts 2, The system of accounts pursued in the office appears to be prOpcr
and suitable to the business transacted, no doubt such improvements in the
detail will be adopted by the present head of the Departient as may appear
nccessary, but the system cannot be carricd out in such manner as to be
considered efficient and satisfactory under the -present establishment of - the
oflice, and here it may be proper to re'nark thiat, while the iucrease of public

Buisbishmont the LUSIDESS has rendered it necessary to cmp oy adm!noml assistance in all the

mwe for 30 years, Other public offiecs, the establishment of ‘this office hus n,mmcd the samne
for the last 30 ycars. . :

Irregularity in some 3. The Public Accountents with some exceptions do not ‘rausxmt their
Putlrc Acoountants
"% accounts with strict regularity,

4. Tam of opinion that sufficient power exists for cnforcing from the
proper oflicers a regular transmission of their accounts,

5. I am not aware of any instance in wluch it has bccn refused. -

6. Defeets in the form of Returns to this ofiice may be rcmedled by
wmstructions from this Bepartment.

Laosecter Eenceal 7. 1 am of opinion that lho Inspeetor General possesses sufficient means
ppecter Gemesl for the accomplishment of this objeet, except in the cases of Magistrates,
power over Mazie. who receive fines, and \\]1" are not reguized by law to make returns to this
brates receiving unee OHICC‘

. Tcanmnot say that suflicient means for this object are in po;sessxon of”
the ]n speetor General,

Anewers to sundry 0. Very few prosecutions have been instituted, althourrh oﬂ'cnccs against
33 o,
Question the Revenue Laws are freguent,

'The Inspector General has not the means alluded to in this ques-
tion, of ascertiining whether the Law in that respect js rigidly enforced.

11. No returns are made to this office.

12. I beg leave to refer to the report of the Inspector General, in whose
suggestions, mth regavd to tlus query, I fully concur. .

13. nccmmts of this description arc not transmnlcd to this office.

14. They arc not returned to this office.

’

15. 16. 17. 18. I beg to refer the Committec to the answérs of the
Inspector General on these subjects, in whose observations and suggestions 1
concur, '

19, It docs not appear to me that such an arrangement would secure
the ochct sounht. Where a Public Accountant furnishes satisfactory securi-
ty, and rcnuhr quarterly accounts, I am of opinion’ that the public interests
are suﬂicxeml} protected. _

20. The number of public funds, may, with udvaum.ge to the pubbc
service, be reduced to four, viz
The Provincial Revenue,
The Casual and Territorial Revenue,
The School Revenue,
The Clergy Revenue.

N 21. I am of opinion that it would be an improvement in the system if
Pey lisa roem fived salaries and allowances were paid by pay? ist, and would. simplify the
public accounts, S
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'22. It is not, as before ddverted to in answer No. 2,

23. The accountants who are required by law to make returns to this
office, do so at stated periods ; Wth regard to Collectors and Inspectors, the
law imposes a penalty in case of failure, but-as before mentioned, they are ... ¢ snesiss
not made with strict regularity, and the returns of Sheriffs are very irregular, very irrogular.

. ' (Sigoed) JAMES NATION.
T oronto, 4th December, 1839. :

—D
Oqo ) A ’
Comparative Statement of Shops assessed, Licensed and unlicensed, compiled
from Assessment Rcturns, and Relurns of Inspectors of - Licenses for the

year 1836. D ‘
| 3313 |
DISTRICT. @ g § Rexarxs
& .2 =
< N | S5
BasterNe. ceeseveeccssonssencasd 88 | 57 31 .
OtAWA svevseacranaresasaseres| 20 *7 13 || * L'G. O. Returns to
Bathurst ceveeecesecessseoscsnsl 75 40 35 5th July only.
JOhNSIOWN s oassesaraosnnns ceeey T8 42 36

Midland ceeeeeeccavsssvroerees] 120 36 84
Prince . BEdward.cseceereseeeeres 33 20 18

Neweastle coeee onns eesseessesss] 83 43 40 . <
Home.ooveeornenenaneess 103 ) o0, 80 .| 124 ;)xaet;:ezagnrﬂ:uf:
City of Toromo....cvve. 1014~ ’ 18367

GOTC teovsansonnsvasosssssaseas] 143 42 | 101
Niagardu.ceeseereeeosscanranss| 133 50 83
Talbot seveeveeeiaesonnsrasaoes
LOndOﬂ...-...-.‘.....--..'.-\.... ,133 14 119
WCStCrn.-.-........-i....-... 53 24 29

Total........|1163 | 455 | 708

I G. O. Toronto, 22nd November, 1839,
D
R Bo' ¢
Statement of Still Liccnses issued by Inspectors of Districts for the year 1836.

'_—|No._d@lleS -
DISTRICTS. license((li at . REMARKS.
: ’ 21, 6d.
OUBWA s e escrassrvearosssescesa 120 Returns to 5th July 1836.
Bathurst..-......-............. 430
"Fastern seeesesesecscressesssees) —— . . .
Johnstowp,...n-........u-.... l22§ )
Midland sevss eV et O ss RSN P00 ]0594 .
Prince BEdward « cceevevaccsscees 1253 . Stotement in regard
Neweastle « coeesrensosestsacass 213& . ;%,%'m Licenses for
JOME ¢ eovvrecsassosssnsssssase 168 . y
3:3:2" 12034 .
Nia%am X AR AT E AR ,'. sessanece ;g(l) } Returhs tos‘hFe.b. 1886, & ﬁ.ém
Londoneeev el e sth Oct, 1896 to 5th Jan, 1897,
‘ .| swosy |

) InspECTOR GENEREL’S Orrick, 22d Nov, 1839,



Report on Public Departments. '[5(11 Sess. 13th Parl;

118

C.
Statoment of Billiard Tablc licenses issued by Inspeeors of Districts for

839,

and 1¢

REMARKS.

the years. 1836, 1837, 1838,
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Z.

Governor’s Title, &c.

To The Hon. John H. Dunn,
' " Receiver General.

You are hereby djrected and required, out of such moneys as are in, or
shall come into your'hands for defraying the Civil Expenditure of this
‘Province, to pay or causc to be paid unto the several persons named in the
foregoing (anncxed or accompanying) account, the sams sct opposite * their
respective names, being in full of their salaries for the periods therein stated.

Perm of Warrant

Amounting in the fwhole to the sum of Provincial
Carrency. Aud for so doing, this, with the acquitance of the said parties,
or their assigns, shall b¢ your sufficient warrant and discharge.

Given' under my hand at
this day of -

By His Excellency’s Command.
S

Return of moneys reccided from Magistrates on account of Ale and Beer
L;’ccnscs Sfrom 1st Janhary 1838, to the 31st December 1839, inclusive. '

‘ Currency.
1838, £, 8 d
Jan’y. 11th. From Griffith lowell, Esn. J. P. Demorestville .....fl 0 10 0
March 2nd. « William| Simpson, Esq. J. P. Penetanguishine ...{| 010 0
March 26th. * «John Mikburn, Bsq. J. P, Queenstonesesaeasl] 010 0
April  9th. « do do. 1 00
April 16th. “ George Ham, Isq.J. P. Cobourg «eeeveuee] 20 0 0
August 21st.  « J. Coopef, Esq. J. P. Nelson.v.eu.... eyl 010 0
1839. .

Jan’y. 14th. From 8. Thomas, Esq. J. P. Johnstown District.|l 1 0 0
¢ Retarn of moneys L €0 ¥+ 23rd.  «  Robert Reynolds, Esq. J. I Western District ..f 2 0 0
racoived by Recorvur Mar(l:h Stll:. . Willi:im Anderton, Bsq. J. P. do. 210 0

somerel from Magi il 17th, « ) .3 -
s . ;:::-Ap il 1 .‘38}:: Sif:n ;:g).ag‘.(slquires. 3.p.{ Tenctanguishine ..| 0.10. 0
June 6th. Magistrates at Woodstock « .. .. vevaes tessesasencsassies] 2 0 O
March 23rd. « John Mewburn, Esq. J. P. Quecenston ...l 010 0
June  26th. Magistrates a:j\Voods:ock.........................~.... P 0 0
July « 2nd. « R. Reynpolds, Esq. J. P. Amherstburgh ....{l 2 0 0
July 25th. « Henry Webster, Esq. J. P. Talbot District....{{f ¢ 0 ©
Sept. 20th. « Jacob Keefer, Bsq. J. P, - Thorold.eveessees]i 4 0 0
Nov. 20th. Magistrates at Woodstack .cu.veedviiiiiecirenacanaedfl 010 0
' Total in 1838, and 1839.....£ 41 0 o0

E. E.

Recrrven GExgrAL's Owrice, Toronto, 31st Dec. 1839,

(Sigoed)  B. TURQUAND, 1st. Clerk.
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Statement of Fines received

to 31st December 1839.

from Magistrates from the 1t of January 1838,

| Currency.
1838. £ s do
April 16th. From H. Jones, Esq. J. P, ‘Western District..]]l 5 0 o0 -
May 12th. *  Wm. Hatche, Esq. J. D, London dd....| 5 0 0
« 15th. « D. Thompson, Esq. J. P. Niagara  do.... 3 5 1
Sept.  4th. “  John Mewburn, Esq. J. P. do do.... 015 0
Qct. 8th. «  Major Balton, R. E. Rideau Canal...... 50 0
“ 8th.. «  John Mewburn, Esq. J. . Qucenston yeeeesss 0 5 0
DCC.' 28!h. . dO ) dO : sseernee 0 b5 0
« 17th. « C. H. Sache, Esq.J. P. Bathurst District...l 210 0
1839. : ‘ : .
Jan. 10th. « C. II.Sache. Esq. J. P. * * Bathurst District. .. 210 0
Jan. 15th, « Paul Glassford, Esq.. J. P. Brockville.oooeee. 5 0 0
Feb. ~ 28th, « .. do ' ©do eeeeses 1 0 0
May 20th. « Charles P. Tréadwell, Esq. J. P Longueil ..cov.c.ff 2 0 0
Nept.  5th. ¢ David Thompson, Esq. J. P. St. Catharines....i 8 0 0
Dee. 30th, «  G. C. Swan, Esq. J. P. Drummondville.... 4 0 0
Total....£| 44 10 1
E. E. |——
R.G. O. ’ |
(Signed) B. TURQUAND, ‘Ist Clerk.
31st December, 1839,
—SS—
[Copy] Custon Hovuse, PorT or ToroxTo, -

December, 18, 1839,
Sir, ‘

I have the honor to receive your communication of the 17th Leter from Thomas
instant, ann?m' g certain interogatories respecting the method pursued in Corfrac, Esg. Celiec-
the collectior” of the Revenue of Customs, to. which I beg leave to subjoin routa, | F e
_the following answers for the information of theCommittee assigned to

inquire therein, under the commission appointed to investigate the system of

conducting the public business within this Province.

T have the honor to be, Sir,
"Your most obedient humble servant,
(Signed) THOMAS CARFRAE,
John H. Hagarty, Esq. :
Secretary to the Committee, &c. &c. &e. .

1st. Ido not consider the Revenue Laws arc observed as they should py .0 1awe ‘nof
be, nor do I think the evasions are in most cases detected. The want that observed.
is felt at this Port of a' wharf and storehouse, completely under the direc-
tion of the Revenue Officers, is one cause of this, there is no control over jemi = >
" the wharfingers in the present system, and-goods are frequently delivered . .
without any authority from me ; it is also found altogether impracticable to Fack ges ‘:;';“;5'."'
search packages of goods or baggage as strictly as should be done, in.the ;::f:né c'tepnbuc."_l
public gaze, on the public wharves, , ' -

With regard to the evasions by false invoices, the Imperial Statute 3rd Respectiag evasions
and 4th Wm. 4th, ch. 59, sec. 23, points out a sufficient means of correct- "7 “!* ="
_ ing themn by causing all parties to declare, and if thought necessary, to swear .7
to their invoices, but as I am aware this course ig not pursued at other Ports - . *
in this Province, it would be inviduous to place the ‘merchants of this place v

on a different footing from- other Ports,
| *F 2
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Teas and fuh ol In answer to the latter clause of the first question, I should say that the
licit trada. principal articles in which illicit traffic is carried on to any extent, are those

that are prohibited by the Imperial Statute ; these are Tea, and Fish oils, of
Revenaa Catter .. Which large quantities are constantly being imported. It would be im-
commended. possible to put a stop to this without a sufficient guard on the Coast, of which
guard, I think a Revenue Cutter would be the cheapest and most efficient -
form. I have no data from whence to form a correct estimate as to the
extent of this traffic, but I should think that there cannot be less than 3000
chests of Tea annually brought into this Port alone.. :

3000 chests of tea
annually smuggled,

2nd. There is sufficient power given by law to Revenue Officers to
search for smuggled or contraband goods, both before and after being landed
from any vessel, and also after arrival at their destination.

Oficers .umc;,nu', The proof lies with the owner or claimant of the goods seized, and
protected. officers are quite sufficiently protected from the consequences of any erro-
neous seizure, by the 72nd sec. of the before recited Act.

3rd. It would have been advisable to have increased the seizing power
of Revenue officers, could it have been done by authority of the Provincial
Powers of Revenue Legislature; but it has been declared by the Attorney General, that section
‘;ﬁf:;g::al‘g’t;'l':::j’ ®7 14 of the Provincial Statute 4th Geo. 4th, chap. 11, although only a little
stronger in this respect than the Imperial Statute, on a seizure made under
it, and laid before him for his opinion, to be altogether nugatory : 1 would
suggest that all forcign goods carried from one British Port to another should
be accompanied with a permit, and that forfeiture should accrue from neglect
Peemit should be ro. Of PATties to provide themselves with this precaution.  Collectors are now re-
quired from one Brit- quired when called upon, to give such permit, but o penalty follows should
ish pert to another. tho aoods be unaccompanied with it, as there is now no check upon goods
arriving coastways, it will readily be conceived how easily frauds upon the

Revenue may be constantly carried on in this manner,

< KinasTon, November 23rd, 1839,
IR,

Letter from ) In compliance with the desire of the Committee appointed to -
er from James. . . . h
sampron, Esq. In.inquire into Public Accounts, &c., I have the honor to annex hereto, my

spector of Midland answers to the interrogatories transmitted with your letter of the 18th inst.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your mOst'obcdfent Servant,

John Hagerty, Esq.  (Signed) = JAMES SAMPSON,
Secretary to the Commiltee. - Inspector Midland District.

Answer to the First Interrogatory.

Licoares jriod: The number of Licenses issued by me during the ‘last annual period—
namely from 5th January, 1838, to the 4th January, 1839, were Tavern 139
Shop 25, and Still 6, Tavern Licenses are issued on the production by th

applicant of a certificate signed by the Chairman of the Sessions, grantiny
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the pc-rmissio.n, and on the payment of the legal dﬁty and fee—Shop Licenses
on the payment of the duty solely, and Still Licenses on the production of
the prescribed Requisition and payment of duty and fee.

Second.—I am certain that Licenses are not issued to all, or even @ Licsnseunot ssusd 16
majority of those who sell spirituous liquors by retail, in Shops, Taverns 5] fing Fin.
and Tippling Houses. : : tuous Liguors.

Third—It is impossible for a District Inspector under the present laws -
which give him no official power to that effect, to ascertain the particular
persons who evade the laws in question. Suspicion from appearances, and
moral certainty from hearsay are in general lus only evidence.

Fourth—The only means now in my power to detect persons evading Inspector has 2o
I i . : power to obtain evi.
the laws are to invite and encourage individuals to procure or give evidence 507 .0 acin.
against them ; for.since the passing of chap. 4 of 6 Wm. 1V, (vide Sec. 2) quonts.
no means are at the disposal of the Inspector or public informer to create a
fund for the purpose of rewarding those who could secretly furnish him with ,
sufficient proof. Iam not by law allowed a Deputy, therefore no person e deputy sllowed.
acts under me. o
Fifth—From the foregoing answer, it will appear that my department .,,322??::32;:&’.“'
is insufficient for such detection, in other respects it is adequate to the due ?
performance of its duties. R
Sirth.—Attempts are c(gntinually made to evade obtaining Licenses, as Attemptscontinually
will appear by answer to No. 2, even of those persons who obtain certifi- [os of tiemamen.
cates from magistrates, and who, almost in all instances continue old or open
new Taverns thereupon, there is at the close of every annual period a
number who have failed to comply with the law ; while others put off to a
late period of the year their.application at the Inspector’s Office. I would
instance the last year, when out of 159 permissions granted by the Bench, the
number who actually took out Licenses was 139, and of these no fewer than
38 came forward within the last month of the year. I also adduce the
state of the current year; when of 193 holders of certificates” up to this
date only 148 have obtained Licenses, while it is morally certain that nearly
all the remainder are Innkeepers. In one instance only last year and ano-
ther this have I been able to convict offenders of this description.

Seventh.—I consider that considerable improvements might be made in
the present system, and that much improvement in the laws which govern Moiety of fines to in.
the duties of District Inspectors is required. ‘The withdrawal of the moiety ed:
of fines imposed, from the informer, as adverted to in my reply to No. 4,
deprived the Inspector of the only means which he possessed of obtaining
by reward such information as frequently enable him to succeed in bringing

offenders to conviction ; and of retaming a fund for such contingencies.

Another dbstacle has occurred to frustrate my attempts to prosecute wiecmes rofusing to
offenders successfully, and this is the want of power in the Magistrate toattend and give. cvic
punish summarily and sufficiently, witnesses who treat with contempt sub- ooy thould bpun.
peenas to appear and give testimony ; a fine for such contempt ought to be
authorized, or in default of means, imprisonment ; each to such extent as to
afford no.object in the primary offenders buying the witness or for the wit-
ness to be so bought. ' :

With respect to the holders of certificates above noticed, I think that
to remedy the.evil alluded to, it might be enacted that they should on pain
of forfeiture, avail themselves of the same by a certain day, or it might be
provided, that the issuing of such, certificate by the Clerk of the Peace, be
taken as sufficient _proo? that the holder thereof was a Tavern keeper, and -
retailer of wines and liquors, . . - ~ . C : R

4

*G2
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In reverting to my answer to No. 3, [ would observe tliat a deficiency
of what I would designate Tnquisitorial power has been felt in the perform--
ance of ny departmental duties. :

Taspoctors should bo The Inspector ought to have the authority of law at any scasoneble .
authorisad to onter hour to.cnter the premises of suspected persons, to compel all those found
. promixos. therein to give him their names, and to make such other inquiries as might

. to him appenr necessary, ‘'with a view to bringing offenders to justice. He
: ought morcover ta be empowered with the appointment of deputies, to act
| for nm in this and various other cccasions. - . : -

t’:’;"gg';‘l:;:« ioregul- With regard to Stills, 1 beg to notice that the Inspector is liable to
' meet with many difiiculties in regulating them ; and I have, in a communi-
cation to the Honorable John Macaulay, in reply to his letter to me, dated -
20th last Sceptember, given my views ai some length thercon; and I res-

pectfully refer the committee to this paper.

Although not referred to by the Committec on that head, I take occasion

Remady required for ¢ ohscrve that a remedy is much r&uired for the deficient manner in which
collocting duties on (Mtitics on Steam boats are necessarily collected, under the present system.
Btoar:.bo :ta. On the 23rd of last October, I was addressed by the Inspector General of-
ficially on this subject, and in reply to this communication, I submitted my

view of the subject; fo which document I would also most respectfully di-

rect the attention of the Comumittee. N

(Sigred) JAMES SAMPSON,
: Inspector Mid. District.
Kingston, November 23rd, 1339. . _

—E® 2 .

) Kineston, March 21st, 1839.
Mt pzar Sig, , :
"I am much obliged for the perusal of Mr. Wilson’s petition

on the affuirs of his departinent, his course for fulfiling the object of im- .
provenient in the laws regulating the business of the Inspector, is probably
- the best. For the session of Parliament of 1836, I drew iip the sketch of a
Bill, which, when purged of its-crudities, might have improved our condition
- Lotter from Mr. s . . ; . .
Sempron tolaspector MUCh, thouzh I am aware it was far from complete. I suspect the Bill
Coacral. "~ now before the house is either the same, or a modification of it. Had you
been Inspector General at that time, it would have been submitted to you; -
nor woufd I have allowed the present session to pass without communica-
ting with you cn the subject, had I not been led to infer from personal con-
versation, that you did not sec a prospect of soon being able to.give your
attention to the affairs of your late appointment. ' I shall now give.you a -
fletail of the sevcral provisions which seem by me to be required, and

,
.

e -
1st. With respect to 6, Wm. 4th, ch. 4, it appears to me to have done
as much mischief as Mr. Wilson attributes to it. The depriving the pros-
ccutor of a moiety of the fine, witldraws frcm the Inspecter the only means
which ke had of procuring funds for the payment of sccret information.

Fvils of 6 Waa. 4ih.
ob. 4. s

.By me, with a fcw cxceptions of donations to certain purposes, all the
moneys I returned were appled to that, and the detrayiug of other expenses
incident to prosecutions, and not provided for by law. The object of the .
Legislature in having thus altered the law, was doubtless to remove the odium
of lucre from the oflice of informer, but when it is recollected, that this kind
of information is scldom if ever tendered from motives of patriotism, but on
the contrary, if not for gain, to indulge revenge, or some other unamiable -

_ feeling, it is evident that in withdrawing the most inviting, and not the most-
vicious incentive, you neither improve morals nor subservo the laws,
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2nd. A remedy is required for what you are aware has long proved a
great obstacle to the successful prosecution of offenders: of late in fewin-
stances have the witnesses subpeen®d come forward to give testimony, and P o on required by
unless a provision be made by law to compel them to ebey the Magistrate’s ces to givo tostimony
summons, Inspectors must relinquish all hope of laying information before

Magistrates with the prospect of success.

|

The penalty for contempt ought obviously be as large as that for the pri-
mary offence: in order tnat no advantage will exist in buying off the witness.
It may be objected to the necessity of such a provision .as this, that the
Magistrate has the powcr of issuing his warrant, against the recusant and
committing him; but as it may prove no easy matter to bring the witness
and defendant together at a given time after the first attewpt has failed, the -
latter gains his object and the former gets off with a reprimand, or at most:a

D
few -hours confinement.

3rd. The law imposing a duty on Steam Boats has cxpired, but. even
while it did exist, it was cvaded by the wajority of owners, it was a very
legitimate sourcc of revenue, and ought, I think, to be revived. But the late
law was defective in asmuch as, that no particular Inspector had any defined
Jurisdiction : for the reason, that no port is attached to any prescribed Dis- - -
trict, nor does any Boat that I know, ply solely in ore. To remedy this, I Law imposing de '
think, that each Steam Boat ought to be declared under the controul of the on Steam boatsdefor,
Inspector of that Distict in which she lays up for the winter season,—another v
defectin the late law, was that it does not provide for the levying of fines on
the premises of the Boat, on which the offence might be committed By
reference to the returns, you will perceive that a very small proportion of the
Steam Boats plying within this section: of thc Province took out licenses
during the existence of the law imposing duties thereon.

4th. In the draft of the Bill which ‘T submitted, it was made obligatory
for persons who had obtained permission to receive Tavern Licenses from ,
the special sessions to take them out before the expiration of a given time provisions recom
from the date of the permission so granted (say two months) whether the mended in drafof
certificate bad becn obtained sooner or later during that period : and that if®'™
the applicant failed to do so accordingly, the permission or certificate, as
the case might be, should become a non-user or void, and the Inspector
restricted from issuing the license so allowed. No year passes with me, that
the Revenue does not lose, by the advantage which persons who thus obtain
peratission, take of the same, under the pretence that having done so, is prima
facie proof of their qualification or at least of their bona fide intentions,.— -
In this District, I think there is an average of twenty annually who cvade_oo,';d:':h,';:{;? »
the duty altogether ia this way, at present assuming the difficulty of bring-
ing such persons to justice, the only check on them is to refuse them ' re- Romedy propossd.
newed certificates at the following sessions ; but this is no check or punish-
ment on those, who ' set out at the commencement of the year to kee
Taverns, but do not continue them for another year, nor on those who ob- 110m° case nofi.
tain a remewal under the indulgence of a Bench of Magistrates, who are:
casily overcome by the plausible supplications of such as are reported by the
Inspectors as defaulters. : : '

oth. In the Draft of the Bill before mentioned, it is proposed to repeal ropoat the 5th See.
the 5th section of 34 Geo. IlI. and to make a better provision for the trans- 34:;' Geo. 3td, snd
fer of license which is a form now much abused : and in case of the removal 3?.,{2}5?3?:‘3:&’:
‘or death of the original incumbent, to render it necessary that the person of Licensea.
applying for an assignment, should obtain the same from the same Tribunal
which granted the previous permission, namely the sessions ; and that the

Clerk of the Peace should notify the samo to the Tnspector of the District. *

6th.—Under this head I would propose an amendment in the still duty -
acts. At present the law empowers the Inspector to enter the premises-of
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Amendment in the }; Qti ’ 1sit1 ish-
present Still Daty licensed Stills, when he sugpects a fraudulent requisition to have been furnish

Acts proposed. ed him, and after certain preliminaries to measure the same ; but there is no
' provision arming him with the necessary power in cases of unlicensed Stills ;
. a Still may thus be in opcration, and the Inspector perfectly awaro of the
N provision in eatcs iy ct, without being able to obtain that legal proof necessary to the convic-
at prosent. tion of its owner. In cases where such stills are working at a distant part
of the District, it has ‘been found most diflicult to serve the owner with a
g, frauds commit: symmons, either from Lis name not being known or from his being able to
elude the service until the day named in the summons was passed ; evidence

is likewise diflicult in many instances, to be coine at in such cases.

How they anight bo The Inspector therefore, should be indued with power to enter and

preventad. seize 1n such cascs, and a fair opportunity be given to the defendant to

: prove his innocence ; in defuult of which his preperty should be confiscated
after a certain period. '

It would further be desirable that in all requisitions for Stilllicences the

Inspector should o the term admeasurement alone be used; it is casy to measure a still with a

soned oo samtant stamped meusuring vessel, and to procure a person to accompany the In-

inforner and witness, SPCCtor to assist.in the operation, and who afterwards could give evidence

in the premises; but it would be diflicult, i’ not impossible, to procurc the

attendance of a scientific gauger for such purpose, & as the law now stands it

is incumbent cn the Inspector to measure and gauge as the contents may be

stated in the requisition—were the Inspector himself skilled in the latter

practice, his knowledge would be useless in as much as that as informer he
becomes’incompetent as a witness. '

Restriction of In- Wish respect to Mr. Wilson’s difficulty of ¢ making brick without
spector's salary tostraw,” it may be easily, and I think ought to be, removed, by repealing a
o dshould beromo- elause in the Act now under consideration, which restricts ‘the Inspector’s

per centage to £100 per annum; the process would be as simple, as the

measure would be just and salutary. -

Tth.—It would be important that all licences for Taverns, Shops & Stills
The exagt location of SHOUld express the ezact location for which such licences are granted, instead
each Tusern should of giving the latitude of the whole “-Township” as at prescnt.  The number
conee, and no trans. Of the lot in the Township, or the designation of the house, if in a town,
fer aliowed without by number, or the name of the owner of the premises should always be ex-
suthority. pressed, and no fransfer from one house or premises to another “tolerated

except by authority. ‘ .

e Sth—There is something deficient in the facilities afforded the Inspec-

Greater * lacilities : . > . :
sliould bo afforded 1n tOr Or other informér fo carry on prosecutions. There ought to be some
caces of prosecutions. fixed and obligatory tribunal to apply to in such cases, something analogous
No special tribua 10 that which the Collector of Customs can resort to. At preseat the In-
-to which tho luspee- SPeCtor obitains as it were by favour or condescension the attendance of a
for ean resort. quorum of Magistrates, to hear the complaint, and it.ofien happens that con-

© viction and judgment are not followod up by execution.

Accounting for fincs, This requires a remedy as weil as the accounting for fines occasionally
levied under the acts relating to the Inspector’s duty. '
g Inmectorehould . 9th—Something more inquisitorial is required in the authority of the
groater authoritythan Inspector than now exists.  This officer I think should be armed with power
by b Pe=e=dto make entrices into suspected houses, by deputies or in person, and on find-
ing proof therein of illicit dealing, have the means of compelling persons to
Some beuer modcattend and give testimony in the case. I have observed that in some of the
;L{Z;tﬁg"gggffh;’; Colonies all measures, glasses, and other indubitable signs of the trade found
existeat present. - MV Certain situations, are taken as evidence of the fact of carrying it on—
but this is too vigourous for us, some efficient but more constitutional mod
might perhaps be devised for our benefit. - . '
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Y have put down in & hasty and rather slovenly manner, in the above e n e

sketch, the principal items, which at present occur to me, as improvements hope that the mater
in what may be termed our excisc laws, which I anxiously wish to see ren- 27 be well dizested,

dered efficient, . at onee as perfuct ae
) circamstances will

sdmit.

I hope therefore before any general law is passed for their melioration "
that the matter may be well digested; for I should rather suffer for a time
the inconvenience of imperfect laws, than have such tinkering of them as’
would render them constantly in nced of remodelling. It occurs to me that
it would be well for the Legislature to requirc the attendance of a certain
number of such District Inspectors as the Inspector General might sclect to
uttend any Committee of either House which might be named, to digest the
laws in question.

“ I remain, dear Sir.

“Faithfully yours, .

| * (Signed) JAMES SAMPSON.
The Hon. John Macaulay, ‘

&e. & 4
’ — S
Moiety to informers taken away, 6 Wm. 4 chap. 4, being the chief
mcgntxve. ) ’ ' " Abetract of imperfec.
. : . . . tions, and amend.
Witnesses though subpeenaed will not appear. . ments recommended.

Penal% for contempt ought to be as great as primary fine, that no

inducement might exist to buy off witnesses, ;
’ ans.

Steam Boat . licenses act—expired—when renewed—should put Boat
under Inspector where she winters—also power of distress on the premises of o

the Boat, tsam Doats.

Tavern Kecpers ought to be compelled to take out Licenses within fixed
time after certificate—about 20 defraud revenue annually, in Midland
District, not continuing the year, ought-to be refused renewed certificates.

System of transferring licenses should be altered. :
) Stila.

: STILLS,
Inspector has o power of entering unlicensed Stills to examine,
Difficult to serve summons in distant places.
Inspector should have more power of entry.
Measure or Gauge.~Should be measure only, as Inspector cannot give Taspector.

evidence and may not have gauger,
Salary should not be restricted to £100.

_ License ought to describe exact location of place—ought to be regular
tribunal to prosecute. : .

—S——

o : Su.'rrx;ss'r, 25th Novem?;er, 1839,
1R, ' .

. . Incompliance with the request of the Committee assigned t0 Answer from Hon
inquire into the duty of the Inspector General of Public Accounts, and the join Wisom I
system pursued in his office, I beg to transmit to you for the information of Gore.

*H2
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the committee, the following answers to the several interrogatories contained

(=}

in yours of the 18th instant.

I have honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient and
* very humble servant,
(Signed) . JOHN WILSON.
John H. Hagarty, Esq. : )
Secretary to Committee, &c. &c. '

First. The number of Liceneses issucd by me for 1838 was 166, of
which there were for '

?ﬂ:&géié."””‘"“"‘  TaVEINS.eererereenenen.. n 124 :
. Shop Licenses............... 28 > Amounting as above, to 166.
- Still Licenses .oovovenveee.. 14 o

Tavoras how licensed Tavern Licenses are granted to cvery person producing a certificate
from the Court of General Quarter Scssions of the Peace, and signed by
“the Chairman thereof—stating that such person is allowed to take out a
license upon his paying the sum of ——— pounds, —— shillings, &c.

8hop Licenses how Shop License is issued upon the personal or written application of the’

isaued. party, or any person for or on their behalt, who at the same time presents the
5 , money, if for a license in a Town, (having been recognizesd as such in grant-
ams paid. - ing certificates by the Court,) £7 10 0; 1f beyond the limits of such town,

£5 0 0. ,

- . 8till Licenses, upon requisition of the party as per form (sce 4, Geo. 4,
Btill Licenses how is. . " : . . . S,
ruod. chap. 13, sec. 2ad,) Bat upon the party stating verbally or in writing that it is

the stune as formerly liconsed, no new requisition is required, unti! informed
that a new still is erceted or the old one altered. T

Those in wo nctali ~ Sceond. T am convinced that Licenses.are not issved for all shops. inus
Hoausud. and stills that should Eave the same, (for further explanation, scc No. 2.)

Third. . 'The enly means I have of ascertaining the number of Licenses
that oucht to issye, is by making nquiry as opportunity may oficr, concern-
ing shops, siills or taverns kept in townships, towns or pinces, or on-or along
certain roads, &c. s ulso by comparing the lists entered on my books for
previcus vears. Tormeriy 1 made it a rule to muke frequent excursiops
throush the district, in different directions, to sce that no-fraud was prac-
tispd, and somectines sent other persons so to do.  Thave once beer furmshed
by the Clerk of the Peice with a list of persons having oltrined certificates
from the Court; and I have now by me a list of the ceriificates granted in
the carly part of the presont year, but no more. I have also strove to get
ns ot boon days the names of the persons having cc_rtiﬁcntes frpm thp Court, but who had
neglected or refused to take out a license published in the newspapers, but

succesuful,-sen No.2 7% : ) i
failed in the attempt, as may be scen also in.No. 2.

Meaons used to detcct
fraud.

Parthor means umod Fourtl.—! have used cxertions in various ways to dctect persons who
to detest offerdors. 5y evade the law and omit-obtaining the necessary license. 1 offered one
person a list of twenty rames in the town of Hamilton, with the promise of
820, or one collar for each person against whom sufficient evidence should
be furnished to produce convictions, over and above his allowance as witncss,
- but that he would get no part of the penalty. This was declined, although a
person who had formerly scrved my purpose. I made the same offer to
another person who I had formerly uscd, but he also declined. I find, .that

e
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for any reward I can feel myself justified in offering out of my own’ pecuniary

means, is totally insufficient. I have mentioned the names of persons in See No.2.
Hamilton who are unlicensed, but without cffect ; this question with almost

all the others are more fully answered.in No. 2.

Fifth—The only inadequacy to the due performance of the duty assigned
of which I am aware besides the total insufticiency and derangement of the Total inddoquacy of
Law, is the lack of legal power in the Inspector to appoint a Deputy or‘he Promest eysiem.
Deputies; a measure attempted during the 10th.or 11th Parliaments, or
both, but failed., .

_Sirth—It is my opinion there is a very great disposition in many per- Frasicns amoant to
sons to cvade the Law—and that the Law because of it weakness is cvaded probably one thint of
N . . . thuss who sell,
by probably one third of the number of persons who ought to take alicense,
—this also is further cxplained in No. 2.

Seventh—I consider the system under which I now act totally insufficient, ¢ g0 tho s
. . . . ystem
and the whole foundation of the internal revenue undermined by some of the whally inofficiant, &
enactments of the 6 Wm. 4 chap. 4,—the difticulty of Inspectors is further fmerd se b the
increased by the 2nd Vict. chap.24. It would be unworthy of belief were I
to assert, that generous compensation producces no excitement to exertion.

The Inspectors are restricted to ten per cent (enough) until it amounts Disproportion of al.
to £100, after which they get nothing, mean tiine the collectors have their lovance to Inspec.
compensition greatly increased by being put in the receipt of 12% per centanother cause of the
until it winounts to £123, after that they are in receipt of 5 per cent until it ineficieacy of ne
amounts to £300. Collectors and others wishing to maintain the law and 7"
prosecute ofkenders are entitled to half the penalty which affords the meuns
of.compensating deputies and others who make scizures or bring informa- Inspecters  without
tion. 'L'lic inspectors are left without any mcans whatever of procuringthe mesns of com-
. . . v . . . peasating infurmers.
information or of compensating those who otherwise might be induced to
furnish it, this is making brick without the usual allowance of straw. The
revenue laws when revised, amended and framed, so as to be cflicient should
be made permancnt.  ‘The laws'that effect the exercise of Judiciul power for
the suppression of crime and those that effect the collection of revenue for
the maintenance of the Government, are always endeavoured to be disturbed
or deranzed in their due course, in Huctuating tines, and the disposition of
those Puriiainents that are given to chunge. :

Fecling deeply the insuperable difficalty with which I had to contend in syement of these
the dischargze of my duty as Inspector, induced me to draw up a statement difficulties and din-
 t] . and R His E 1! he Li G conragements drawn
of the sime and transmyt 1t to Ihis kxcellency the Lieutenant Governor on up 2nd transmitted to
-or about the 8th March last, and which I atterwards understood was sent tothe Lieutenant Gor-
& committer of Finance, and upon my suggestions main'y, a Bill was founded, °™n (No-2)
a printed cnpy of which wus sent me, in the margin of which I offered various
amendments and alterations and returned it to a member who ‘gave it to onc

of the committee, but unfortunaiely it did not become a Law.

Copy of No. 2 en.

Having been at some pains in drawing up the said statement to His 287, G oon

Excellency the Licutenunt Goverrnoz, I have cnclosed herewith a copy of
the same, which is No. 2, as containing more {ull information on the subject
referred to in the several questions, 'There are contained in it several state- .
ments that appear personal ; they were not intended to be accusatory, but
they are true in all particulars, and I could not tell my tale without stating
them as they are. '

Since the time of making that statement or petition, I have made some Billierd Tables, at-
further discoveries and observations. During the time of holding the Spring consin kespors of 1o.
_ Assizes I made an attempt to prosccute the keepers of Billiard Tables in the effeetual.
town of Hamilton by way of Indictinent, but the presiding Judge, Mr. Justice
Sherwood, was of opinion that such procedure was not in the contemplatibn

of the law. I therefore had to relinguish,it altogether. o
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I noe:d not Liere repeat the evils this ensnaring branch of gambling pro-

‘ducns, but | have beea toiled in-every attempt to procure the requisite infor-

niatica or 1o induce any one of them o take a license, and in addition to

vt 1 heve said o No.o 2, 1 would add, that in mny opinion such persons

shiould he Jiable to be tried cither by Leadictacnt at the Quarter Sessions or

by fnfurmation before two or more Justices of the Pezce..« I'-bag further to

stat that in the Town of' Humilton (no doubt in other Towns also) the

Grocers ave in the praciice of seiiing not oaly Wine as stated in No. 2, but

Grosn evenans oft o ui.u) alinost wil sorts of compounds under the nume of Cordlals, Mials, Noyeau,
hwin several ouraeas d0aspherey Winey Currat Wiae, €22,y some of wiiich are half or more than
fais balt Braudy, ilam or Wiiikzy, as'the case imay be s and all this donz under
: a Beer. License, which is another reascn why thé laws should be more
efficient, and the Beer as well as spirituous Liquor License placed under the

charge and inspection of the Iuspector. '

(No 2.

Copy.
‘ To His Exceliency Stk Groree Artnur, K. C. H. Lieutcnant
::;;;n::: lt;:;::::r Governor of the Province of l?gper Carada, and Major General
t-tho Lt Guvornor— - Commanding Her- Majesty’s Forces therein. &c. &e. Ge.

May 1T PLEASE Your Excrrrryey :—-

The petitior of John Wilson of Saltflect, in the County of Wentworth
and District” of Gore, most respectfully represents. h

That your Pectitioner -was appointed Inspector of Shops, Stills, and
Inn-keepers Licenses for the District of Gore in the year 1816, Thatin the -

discharge of the duties of that office your petitioner always using every degree

of forbearance compatible with his duty, has becn enabled to pass through-

every change of law-and pressure of times without being met by any insu-

' , perable ditliculty, until & Iaw was passed in the 2nd Session of the 12th
The whate foundv pypliament or 6 Wm, 4, ch. 4, by which, as if by design, the whole. foundation
Revon se undermined of that branch of internal revenuc becanie urdermined, & the incfficiency of the
:’,’,’o"’.f,,':,“s';;’,‘f':giﬂ Law has become maniiest by that branch of the revenue becoming stationary
Pari: (6 Wm. 1) or perhaps falling o'l that would otlicrwise have greatly increased. In the 2nd
clause of the above named actit is provided—¢ that no part of the fines which

may be levied urder the authority of this or any former act shall be paid to

" any informer, any provision in any former statute of this Province to the

contrary notwithstanding.” By this measure an entire change has taken

place, the practice had obtained for a length of time, for any person to

become the informer and claim hismoicty of the penalty, instead of requiring

e~ moiety of the the prosccution in all cascs to be conducted by the Inspector, and prosecu-
Penaky ritheld orin, tions were conducted in both ways. Your Petitioner always taking notice of
cipal cause of fuilore proper and well founded cemplzints, and the liability that dealers in and
of detections. retailers of Liquors, feel themselves exposed to, had the effect of producing
some tolerable degree of punctuality. ~ But no sooner was the above change

in the Law made known, than all complaints ceased and no person could be

. found offering information cither to the Magistrates or Inspector. .Your

Petitioner has offered small pecuniary rewards to such persons as he thought

would be most likely to accept.of the same, but such mcans being inadequate,

Coils arising from individuals will not-come forward to prosccute for thcmsglves, or gﬂ'er to do
ths alteration of the it through the public ofiicer, and thus the Inspector is left without the
Lew. means being afforded for ‘the procurement of the information necessary to
enforce those highly penal statutes’ on which a fair and inereasing item’ of

internal revenue so entirely depends, and the abuse or neglect of which to' a

large extent decply affeet the public morals. That such an act should have

been passed is the more extraordinary as in the provision made in the same
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act to regulate the manner of licensing ale houses, no such change in the B\il:i'?:lﬂm in the
disposition of thie penalty has taken place—nor yet with the seizures made '

under the authority of the collectors of customs, or licenses to pedlars, or

in respect to any other penalties for offencesagainst the Law, with which your

petitioner has been acquainted. Your petitioner has endeavoured notwithstan-

ding the difficulties thrown in his way tohave the law carried into effect, and fospectors mot bro
in the ‘winter of 1837, procured one person in the town of Hamilton 10 be fili- vecly backed by 'the
ed; but no stops were cven taken by the Magistrates for the collection of the Magistrates in b
ine or the enforcement of the penalty, in any othér way. The same person ¢

went into another house in a conspicuous part of the town and opened ‘a

Tavern, which has been kept ever since as notorious as any other Tavern in -

the District, and witliout any License for the years 1837 and 1838, and u

to this time in the present year. This circumstance prevented your peti-

tioner from proceeding regularly through every town and Towaship in the Another cort made
District, as he bad intended.  Your Petitioner made one cffort more to sus- by the Inspeotor to
tain the law, and in the hope that the exposure of the names of such of the sutain tuo law.
defaulters as had taken out certificates from the Magistrates to cnable them

to take out a license, but had neglected so to do. might be the meansof ,
causing some of them at least, to take out their license. Your Petitioner mado for the parpose,
procured an order of the Court of Quarter Scssions on the 9th October

1838, (similar to one made and carried into effect in the City of Toronto

for the Home District some time previous), that the Clerk of the Peace

should cause to be published in all the Newspapers of the Town of Hamilton,

the names of all persons in the District who had obtained certificates but

had neglected to take their licenses. Let it be remembered, that the Clerk

of the Peace is furnished quarterly with a list of all persons having taken

out u license the year previous, so that he is the only person in possession

of both dicensed and unlicensed persons. This order was never complied , comhed
with, and your Petitioner making enquiry in open Court, in January last vim by the cicrt of
past, the Clerk of the Peace answered, “ that it was not his duty to comply tbe Fesco. ‘
with the order, and that it was a point at which he meant to make a stand.

'T'hus has your Petitioner found himself beset with many difficulties in every

attempt to carry the law into effect.  Another difficulty which is local in its

nature has arisen. ~ In enumecrating the powers granted by the 18th section

of the 3 Wm. 1V. chap. 17, cntitled « An Act to define the limits of the

‘T'own of Hamilton; in'the District of Gore,and to establish a police & public

market therein,” it is among other powers granted, ¢ to regulate and license
victualling-houses and ordinaries, where fruit, victuals and Liguors not distill-

cd shall be sold, to be eaten or drunk in such houses or groceries.” And Furtbor deficionoy in
the first police was headed by the late Judge of the ‘District Court, a gen- the law pointed oot
tieman learned in the law where licenseswere granted to houses of the above

description, asalso to houscs sclling ale, beer, cider, &c., the partics were

informed that they might sell wine without any further license, it being a

liquor not distilled ; and thus has one unintentional and isolated expression

defeated the whole spirit and intention of the law in that behalf; for every

one that has chosen has sold wine under such license without let, hindrance

or molestation. - Your petitioner rather wishes to have the'law amended,

than to _come into collision with such opinions, l'acked as they would be by

the prejudices of others, - ' ' :

Your petitioner begs leave to stite his opinion;

1st. That the law should be altered so as to give the informer one.moi- Seversl. alierations
oty of the penalty. : : R IR recommended by the
Al S ., Lo : P Taspector. :
~2ndly. That the penalty should be so far fixed as that it;should ‘alwWays pensicer. srecans of
exceed the'amount of the license fixed by the magistrates to be_ paid in' the ' '
same city, street, town, towhship, village or road, in, on, or along which the

offence may have been committed. g e
- " . : - L .I . 1 “te R
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Hamilion Polioe Law. Srdiy. The alteration of the- Ham lton Puhw L'm so:that the beer and
“ale hcon:o should be brought under the same :vstematlc renulatmn, and their

license passed t ﬂr ou*h the bands of the Inspector IR f e

~p

- 4thly. The Justices in (heir ¢c .eral divisions ShOU]d nge 1ero'nmondatorv :

© eertificates to all applicants for a Tavern or Beer License, which: apphcanb
~ should carry to the court, where the merits of the same might again be dis-
cussed, if thought pr oper, and the sum to be paid fixed, and then, as now is

he case, the certificate to the. Inspector. to issue, for which the Justices

Fer 1o Justicos re. should have a fec, as this province affords no wealthy class that can afford
conmended. -their services for notliing ; and they are ucmtered lhroughout the District

s that seldom more than from 7 to 15 are in attendance 1n court at once,

Henehta oi tain plan. 2 1iho® pot loss than 100 i the- Dlsmct Sucha r(wulatxon would give a-vast
o “emht of influence to the Justices which they do not now possess. - Too
‘miany taverng, beer shops and groceries, and little: clse than demoralizing

o
" tipling houses in their several neighbourhoods, and if they can get their h-

censes independent of the, newhbourmc Justices, they will nelther brool\‘

their ro')rnol nor stand- 1 awe ot thelr threats.

A, fien A, C;f'”' . Stily. Tho 4th Geo. IV. ch. 13 fntxtled “An Act p*cscnbmv the mode
;;‘iéélfz;‘:}gzt«x:;),‘ of measuring the contents of \Vooden utlll%, and also for fixing the rate of
o duly to be pud on all Stills "used for the distillation-of spmtuous liquors

‘within this Provinee,” and which cxpires with this session, should be made

permanent, as ithas Leen sufficiently tested for sixteen years, \Vlthout luu ing

‘undergone any alteration, or ever lmnnrr been attempted.

Rilr {Tabies fn the Sour I,scd]enf‘) 3 petmoner further repre:cnta, that there are “at this

pren ot (aikon ot gine, as hie verily believes, two or more Billiard Tables kept in the. town “of
o Hamilton, one of which your petitioner believes has been in operation for
two years, kept by Tavern-kecpers as an appendage to their Taverns, and

1or the purpose of drawing custom thereto, and they are not licensed aste-

uired by the 50 Geo. 11T, chap. 6, and absolutely treat with contempt all

tareats of prosccution or attempts made to cause them to take a license.

Your petitioner has not heen able toobtain such information as in his OplnlOll‘

would ‘warrant a prosecution  although - their constant ‘and public use is -
‘notorious to all,  They are ensnaring and demoralizing beyond most other

gpecies of Gambling and should be prevented by all proper-and lawful means

and are theresort of Tradcsmen, and Merchants Clerks, who learn there to

Inwlat conante the wrong their masters ; and suchi merchahts as sport upon other mens capital.,

dflicalty of  conaric. 1 [

Van, “The dnﬂxcu ty at comingat them consxsts in the enactment ofhanucr any:
“Billiard Table sct up for, hire or gam, dnrecl]y or mdlrectl'” a3’ by tho

second section. of said Act

Rowady in thiseas (ifh —The Iaw s.xould thereforc: be- 50 amendcd that anv Lceper of a

jropored.

louse, out-house. room or building, conaected with  or attached thereto,

Tavern, Ale house, Ordmar), Victualler, Grocer, Confectloner, Recess,-and |
all and every- other person or persons kecping honses of entertainment,
‘accomodation or boarding, who shall Lave or keep a Billiard Tablé in such -

should be subject, as by tho said act is enacted, For what elsc. are. -they

* kept, bat for'gain or hire ; direct as to price per game, or indirect as to

~ draw custom to their houses, but penal lqws are. construed strictly ;. hence

thc dxﬁicultv. L . %,

Yajoation to tho Ja. \Vhllst alt thesc dlﬂ"lcu!ues havn bccn nccumuhtmo rcspcctmb the mter-_'w

tore from:the
mout-goas ot presnt Ntk revenue, and -the Inspectors curtailed, narrow ed and limited in their

3Ha ved. ‘pecuniary reward for their sorvices, the collectors have been authorised by
Ry ~ the 7th W 4th’ chap. 25, to retain twelve and a half per centum until their, .

allowance amounts to one hundrcd and’ twenty-five pounds ;. afterwards to.

retain five per centum until the whole shall amount to three hund:ed pounds

per annum. -The Inspectors in the mean time are restricted to ten per cent-
u until th{ ir a]lowance shall amount to one hundred pounds, a8 b) the lOth
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section of 4th Geo. 4, chap. 13, and nothing beyond. Your Liscellency’s Allowance should be'
Petitioner therefore respectfully states, that in his opinion it would be u very
convonient thing for the Inspectbrs, and just and reasonable: towards the
public, that this restriction should 'be taken off. a '

It i3 also th2 opinion of Your Petitioner that. if the different Provineial
enactments referred to were altered and amonded 50 as to.accord with the Frepble dncream of
rbove suggestions, the energy thercby infused would immediately increase ulterationa.
the revenue more than twenty-five per centum, - ' - S

Your Petitioner formerly delatled several of the matters of complaint
to the Attorney General and the Jate Inspector General—but the great pres-
sure of weighty matters prevented the former fromn giving that attention to
the-subject that he otherwise no doubt would have given.

2 .

Your Petitioner therefore prays that Your Escellency’s attention may y;. p,cciopeys at.
he drawn to examine into the merits of the matter of complaint and that tntion solicited to
such mcasures may be recommended to- the proper quarter, as in Your tiese mettors.
lixcellency’s wisdom may be thought fit and proper, and your Petitioner as
in duty bound will cver pray.

(Signed)  JOHN WILLSON,

Naltflee:, 8th March 1839.

Jot A be the Boiler for gencrating steam for heating the beer in the peipion of 1bs
tubs, B the comnmon beer tub upon which the duty is levied, 1 the doubler m:ctidory.
for receiving the low wines, and L the flake-stand containing the worm. It
wiil be seen that by erecting a seccond Beer-tub C, having steam pipes con-
nceting with A & D, and also a tube a, connecting immediately with B, the
charge in the tub B may by turning a cock be forced into C, which is
aenerally done after the strongest of the liquor has run off.” A’ fresh charge
is then put into B, and thus the operation is carried on with nearly double
the rapidity as by the common method contemplated by law. The question
then 13 whether the first act referred to embraces this description so as to
make the tub B liable for duty on its whole contents ;- if it is not so em- ,_ .
braced the law should be made to bring it within its purvicw, as it i3 88ys g o s Foon
tem of double distillation and a very great fraud upon the revenue ; and to the Reveaus.
iny no small surprise I found nearly all the distillers have adopted the prac-
tice, and when the charge in B is only one half distilled, it is forced into C
und so the process of distillation i: carried on rapidly in both tubs,

Mode of working.

In o late tour through part of the Counties of Wentworth and Halton 1
dizcovered scvoral Stills in operation with additional tubs,.which I know not
better how to describe than by the diagram of the opposite side, but of which
I took no official notice, having very. scrious doubts -whether the provisions
of 4 Geo. 1V,, ch. 13, section 5, really embraced this description, knowing
aleo that thoy are not exactly of the sort contemplated when the act
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was passed, and it was my intention to have communicated this particular,
with many more, to the Inspector General, now that that office is filled by a
Gentlemen with whom I feel I can freely communicate.  Another difficulty
also prevented me from taking any decided measures with any distiller, was,
Doubts as to tho ap. the inexplicability to me of the 2 Victoria, ch. 24. 1 believe myself fulir
plication of the sull ingtified in receiving Still Licence duty under the old still licence-laws, but
100080 las S v .
have doubts whether I could succeed in prosecuting under them, for defalca-
tions or frauds committed against laws that have been passed specially for:
another cluss and description of Stills and under which I know 1 could sne-
tain no action. ' :

——— e o~

. : Toronro, 9th December, 1839,

Sir,
Yettor tromn the Hon. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
‘I‘. ‘;::kour“br'}“'x'n' 18th ultimo, transmitting by direction of the committce assigned to cnquire
tetrict containing 1110 the duties of the Iuspector General of Public accounts and the system
wnaweis to certain pursued in his office, certain interrogatories to be answered by me, as Iu-

dd It N . .
v by Commuee pector of the Lastern District.

Xo. 1.
Your letter was rcceived but a few days previous to my departure for
this place to attend my duties in Parlinment, and consequently I had not
time to comply with your request until the present moment.

I now have the honor of herewith enclosing my answers to vour severat
Interrogatorics.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
P. VANKOUGHNET,
Joux H. Hacerry, Esq., Inspector Eastern District.

Secretary to Commuttee,
No. 1. Toronto.

o
&

(Answers to the 1st Interrogatory.)

For the year 1838:—

Answore.

o

la the Fasirn dus. IADS vt vvervevneececononaceesvsosonsseasesnas B0
trct. Shops ..... eeeseoaennan f e eeseeee e ... 29
Steam Boats «vcvevvennn.. e S |
T 11 ) PP 1

Brston of praating. , . . . .
The system of granting Licenses is as directed by the laws of the
Province.

2nd. I do not.

lanl.eepers licenses,

e o o 3rd. The only way that I have of ascortaining the number.of Innkeepors’
ovetained. Licenses that ought to issue, i8 by applying to the Clerk of the Peace for

the number of approvals that have boen taken out—and by whom.—Yes
}{:l'; Servon w tare the law does not compel a person to take out & license after-taking oat bis
eat Lo lieouso after approval——consequently I-have no.way of ascertaining if- he sells without 4-
{okieg out hinaPPTe° | joonge, except by information and procuring witnesses to-prove-the fact

—and it frequently happens in prdceccﬁng to prosecution;- notwithstanding’
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all tho vigilance and excrtion that I can bestow, the offender escapes con- Pificulty of coaviot
viction from the impossibility of drawing froin the witnesses the real facts of ¢ )
the case, sorcluctant are they to be the instrument of bringing him to punish-
ment. ) -
Ehop aud Still Lison-
With reaard to-Shop and Still Licenses, there is no other way of ascer- **
taining, excepting by information and endeavouring to prove the fact.
. Ry enquiry from
4th. T make cvery exertion by constantly inquiring of such persons whom these  resorting  to
I suppose frequent the hauses of those whom I suspect of selling without ™" houses.

license, but 1 have seldom been successful
Thinks not.

5th, T think it 13 not. 1o satisficd that maoy

. : . : X : it withost
6th. I am satisfied that many do scll without license, and such is theteenscs.

opinion of many others in the district, but the difliculty is to obtain witnes- Weaconduct of wit
scy who are honest enough to prove the fact. I have in the prosecution Of nosses ofioatimes
offenders, scen witneszés evade the questions put to them, and prevaricate to prevents conviction.
auch a degree as to shock the feelings of all present, so satistied were they wo way of compel.
that they were swearing to what was false,—besides there is no way of com- lingthc,ir attondares,
pelling the attendance of witnesses, (the issuing of a warrant for that pur-

pose 15 questioned by some gentlemen of the law.) and some instances have o0
occurred when a witness has refused to give testimony, and the only remedy tempttoo amall.
the Magistrates had was to commit him for contempt, during the sitting of

the Court, or for four and twenty hours, thisis but & small punishiment, and

it may some times happen that the conviction may tike place ata great dis-

tauce from the Gaol

. ) Momapprovals taken
7th.—More approvals are gencrally taken out than Licenszes, and thosc out than liceuses.

who omit to tuke out their Licenses after receiving their approvals, no doubt .

sell.  ‘The purchaseris led to believe that they have a right to do so under

the authority of the approval. .

Remedy proposed.
'The only suzzestion that I can offer to remedy the evil, is, for the Clerk

of the Peace to publish the names of those who have taken out approvals— -

and the Inspector those who had taken out Licenses.
Licenses should be

. 1thi n
All approvals issued for which Licenses shall not be taken out within ZE.“&Z i’fiifl’;ﬁtﬁ.n‘.
four and twenty hours after, to be null and void. The parties to whom they o rone orocecdod
may have issued to be debarred receiving a License for the next threc yecars against ahould be re-
or to be fined in the sum of ten pounds. Offenders proceeded against should :‘f,’;;“,,:",:",f:{ﬁﬁ
if required by the Magistrates or the Inspector, swear that they have not without ticense.

dircctly or indirectly sold Spirituous Liquors without License,
. Costs should be cov.

.. . - . . di f -
Provision should be made for covering the costs in case offenders should vietion. -

not be conticted.
Certain persons

All Justices of the Peace, Coroners, Militia officers, Sheriffs, Bailiffs, g mrorass. '

and other Peace officers should be enjoined to give information against all
selling without License,

Yonce, Nov. 23, 1839,
(Copy.)

Sir,
1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the | tor .
18th inst., and beg leave to transmit to you for the information of the Com- w..m:’:d,"‘fr:{

X . . ; ; : e
mittec my reply to the several interrogatories therein contained. e i,

First.—The number of Licenses issued bl)é2 me a8 Inspector of the John-
L
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Yotal number of , tetr : as . Ty - .
Libmas e SLOWD District in the last yecur for which my returns have been made up,

1838, were 73 Iunkeepers, (1838) 35 Shops, 4 Stilis, ‘Total 112, 'The system of
granting Licenses to Innkeepers is upon certiticates presented by the appli-
Sy of granting cant from the Chairman of the Quarter Se- wonz, wpecifying the name of the
' individual, Lis residence and amount to L paid.  Shop, Still, and Steam
Boat Licenses arc granted wpon appliceiion 1o me and paying the sums

stated in the statate for the same.

Sccond.—1 consider that Licenses are issued for all Shops and Stills, in
this District, but not for ¢ll Inns and Steam Boats,

low aumbers of Li- Third.—1 cen ascertain the number of Inniieepers Licenses that ought
ounsos, issucd, ascer- . . o ' . . o
tained. to issuc from my ofitce from the number of certificates issucd by the Chair-

man of the Quarter Sessions. Those for Shops, Stlls, and Steam Boats can
only be ascertained by vigilant enquiry. :

Fourti.—Xvery cxcrtion in my power is used in obtaiing information

that may leud to the detection of any person or persons who may cvade tho

. Law, ifi not obtaining the necessary License; yet 1 find it extremely dithcult

"i‘;;“l:z"';';‘ °vt in bringing oflenders to justice, since the law holds out no remuncration to
complainants,

Gonvaction difficult.

conmcorabinDepart. 4 /th.—1 do not consider my Department fully adequate to the duc per-
mcot metheent tor - formance of the duties assigned to it, and, as at present organized, suflicicnt
gy cgeleet R . . . . .

wocctection ofel- s Jotect uny evasion of the Law respecting the granting of Licenses.

tandors.
Gonadera that tho Sixth~—1 do consider that attempts are made in this District to cvade
Lamm taam viany <40 obtaining Licenses. and that the number of Licenzes iszucd by e do not

correzpord with the number of plices which are by Law required.

de tho eysiensiv in. Scventho—~1 consider the system vnder which I now act insufficient for

ey, VP M thie rigid enforcing of the Law, and would beg leave to make such suggestions

S . as in my huinbic opinion would, in some measure, remady existing deficiencies,
v ’ =]

pamely :

Ramuneration to That a sufficicnt remuneration be held out to complainants,
cuoiplainants.

Gortificates o bo That certificates obtained by Innkeepers from the Chairman of Quarter

void efter o linated  Sessions within a limited time, to become void, and the person holding such

gisae. certificate held liable for the amount specified in the same, to be collected in
a suninary way. )

;,‘,’;]’,b’,’ﬁ:,”:_“ﬁg;}ﬁ’f,":ﬂ, That any person or persons publicly cxhibiting spirituous Liquors in a

liquors, thougivnot ~ bar, or other public place, be held liable to a penalty, notwithstanding it may

4o beli SR .
:ﬁ}:iﬂ’;‘;ﬁnﬂfﬁ“ * ot ba proven they take sale of the same.

I have thie honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient humble scrvant,

(Signed) JOHN WEATHERHEAD.

John H. Haggarty, Esq. Inspcctor Johnstown District.
Scerctary to the Commiiltee of Inquiry,
Toronto,
S O

A fi Anth. . . .

Lersiior E;:f‘rn,?m Answers to the questions put by order of the Committee of Inquiry.
wor Bnthun*ﬂi)lmick
Numpes of Hceacs, Lirst Query.  * Answer”—For the year that commenced.the 5th day

8hop Licens ; . i irty- Licenses, Seven
Shiop Licensoe o of January 1838, therc werc issued by me thirty-three Shop Licenses,

easts. Still,. and: fqriy-six, of Innkeepers.  Lissue Shop. Licenses to all that apply
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. . . . . totel ~d; Still Liconses tothose
for them, Still Licenso to all that furnish me with a requisition according to Sy Licen wea Lo thom

Law, provided they have not taken out a retail License. Innkcepers Liceness out a retail liccose.

~ P Innkcopers do. to
1 those that produce a certificate agreecable to Law. thoro proriling cor.
tificates.

Second. Qz'lcr.z/..—-l am of opinior! that there are many houses ar)d SOTE Thinks there wrs ora-
Shops that retail Liquors without License, and probably some Stills thatsions of all &inde
work without License, '

Third Query—1Yam not awareof anyflawful means by which an Inspector Ia-not wurmro of Ay
could ascertain with any certainty what numnber of Licenses ought to Dbe certaising the nam.

issued in his District. ber that ought (o bs

Fourth Query.~In various indirect ways I have oceasionally caused DifGicalty of convic-
persons that I suspected of cvading the License Law to take out License, but tion.
very seldom could obtain sufficient proof to have convicted them, had I
brought them to t'rial. That three gallons and upwards may be lmjfully 30ld Ono great eaue
without License i3 a great cover to many that wish to evade taking out a thereot.
License.

Fifth Query~It is almost impossible to procure evidence to detect Difficult to prove evi.
those desirous to avoid the Law. e

Sizth Query—1I should think those that sell without License wilkiqy: v, stont 105
-average about one to five that take out. sell without Lioense.
Sceenth Query~The present syatem 1 think would be much improved M, gereons sdlliag,
by passing Laws to the following effect, that all that sell liquors, whether by
wholesale or retail, be obliged to be Licensed ; the present form of License '
would do by stylinz them “wholesale and retail " it wasfound not to answer Liconeo.to bo chatg-
to have Licenses for wholesale dealers and another for retailers. All persons reti,
distilling or sclling liquors should be assessed by a small tax so as to_have )
their names inserted in the ‘Township Roll, and that the assessor might be Q,':J,’ﬁ’;'g',’; eelling or
brought forward to give evidence if requirced, and on a conviction the agses- cd inthe townabip
sor that did give evidence, to have a moiety of the fine. rolt.

(Siened) ~ ANTHONY LESSLIE,

. Inspector Bathurst District.
Pertn, 27th November, 1839. '

——-c@&——-

Copy.

InsPECTOR OF LicENSES OrFICE,
, Pacton, 26tk Nov., 1839,
Sir, ¢
: 1 am in receipt of your letter of the 18th current, and for the 8
: . , N From Adam Hibbe,
information of the Committec of Inquiry, beg to hand you the fol- E-;nm:i’c’: of
lowing answers to the interrogations contained therein. Thiseo Edward.

First—In answer to the first interrogation, I'beg to state that there has
been issued from my office, from the 5th day of January last to the 4th day
of October, both days inclusive, for which I have made returns to the In-
spector-General, the following licences, viz :— : .

25 Innlecpers, , Noamber issavd ia
-8 Shops, and Distriet of Prince

1 Still.
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System followod. The system I have followed is principnlly, laid down in the followi
acts, viz :—43rd Geo. 1IL., chap. 9-—46th Geo, I1L, chap. 3—59th Geo. HL,.
chap. 2—4th Geo. IV.,.chap. 13, and 6th Wm. IV., chap. 4th, '

Baliovas that Ligers Sccond.—1 believe that licenscs have been issued for all shops, taverns

to all who ought to and.stills, which by law should have tho same in this district.
have them in that '

District. _ Third.—In answer to the third interrogation, to ascertain the number-
Reference to tho  uf licenses that ought to issuc from my office, I generally refer to the Clerk
e e rewerof the Pcace, or myself attend the Quarter Sessions to ascertain to whom-

* danceat the Quarter tiic magistrates order certificates to be granted to keep an-Inn, and my.
Semious, toasceriain jistrict 1s 80 small that it is hardly possible for any person to sell spirituous
we gnnted. - liquors without license,;unless I have information of the same through some

channel. o

By parsontl inspoc. Fourth.—My business leads me- into almost cvery part of the district,
tion and inquiring and also by making inquiries of persons from different parts of the district,
and immediste prose- ¢, ascertain if any person is infringing the laws by selling spirituous liquors
eution of the aggres. . . N . ] ] infii d -

wor. without license, and if 1 ascertain that any person has infringed the law, I

immediately prosecute the aggressor. :

,?,:’,’,:',’:u';"u,t:‘;‘_ﬂ‘; Fifth~1 believe my department is fully adequate to thedue perforinnnce
to dischargaits du.  Of the dutics assigned to it, and as at present organized, sufficicnt to detect

tea and 5 dolect 817 any cvasion of the law respecting the granting of licenses.

Bolieves attompts 13 - Sixth.~1 belicve that attempts are seldom made in this district to evade
tyado the law arn . ebtaining licenses, andalso believe that the number of licenscs isued by me..

of Ticonees required  corresponds with the number of places in this district for which licenses are-
by lawam taken outs yy Joy pequired.

Consideras his present . . : .
systom porfoct'y ef. ~ Screnth—1 consider the system under which I now act to be sufficient.

siont. for the rigid enforcing of the law.
; R I have honor to be,
Sir,
Jobn H. Hagarty,»Es'q. o Your most obedicnt

| Secretary to Committee of Inquiry, humble seﬁant,. ‘

§o. o oo (Signed)  ADAM HUBBS.
‘ Toronto, : Inspector Prince Edward District;'
| ¥
. -~ HaNivToN, 24tk Nov., 1839
* Anawers from H F. Six, '

.’I:nn. Inepecior : Your letter of the 18th I received on the 24th ultimo, and in
ST TTES answer to the interrogatories I have subjoined the following : S

. I ‘h‘ave the hohor, &ec.. o
J. H.Hagerly, Bsq. | H. JONES, -

Secretary, &c. &ec.. ‘ S . In.s;'mrl»or'.‘

Nombva of Licenses First.—The number of Liccnses issued: by me for the year 1838, are

114, fifty six af which are tavern licenses, thirty seven shop licences. and,
twenty one still licences. : -
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So— s
My system of granting is by :}pplication.. o ‘ Bywtom of granting.
Sccond.—I consider that all the shops, taverns, and stills within m).r. Considers all aze

district are licensed. ' liconsed.
'Third.—By persons appointed by me for that purpose. pr Re parprointed
Fourtla.-;By inquiry and by information. - By inquiry aad infor.
Fifth—1 think it is. . ‘ —_—

Sirth.—] think the number of liccnses issued by me corresponds with Thinks the numbor

the number of places in my distrist for which licenses are by law required, "';f:f“;g::; b‘;‘gw.

I

, ToronTo, 19th November, 1839,
Slgy : . ~
In compliance with your communication of yesterday which Anawers of the He.
came te hand last evening, I beg to transmit my answers to the interrogato- 4/ Meonell
ries of' the committee, and have the honour to remain, e

Yours, &c.
Mr. John H. Hagerty, ALEX. McDONELL,
.Sccrcta'ry to the Committee. - Inspector Home District.

Licmses ismd in 1838. Number of Licenses

issucd.
1st Question—Innkeepers 180, issued upon the recommendation of the .

Magistrates in Special Scssion, that the individual named is a proper per- Inkeepers—180—
son to keep an Inn, they fixing the duty upon such licenses. Shop-keepers
43. If unacquainted with the individual applying, and if he has not been Shopkeepors—iz—
. : 1 inf him that he must pr d oi Modo of licensing,
licensed the preceding year, 1 inform him that he must procure and give me Me%
a certificate from the merchant, from whom hie has purchased his groceries, paid far do.
as he must have such previous to his being licensed. The duty upon such
license is fixed by law, agreeably to the situation, from £3, to £7 10. Dis- Distiliora—11—laro.
tillers 11, issucd upon the individuals requisition for a still license, stating ¢4 o pares, &,
that the still is capable of containing gallons and no more, duty 1s, 3d. b :

] uty 1s. 3d. per Gal.
per gallon. lon.

Tt
2nd Question—1 cannot take upon myself to answer that'question, When On information re.
information is given to me that any individual is not licensed to sell by re- f;;';‘i;;;'fg::: o
tail, wine or spirituous liquors, I immediately complain thereof to the ma- Polico offce.
gistrates at the Police Office. o

. 3rd Qucsti_on.——l cannot ascertain the Ijﬂmber of licenses t}lat ought to ﬁ:,';,ﬁt :b'f:':‘;““"
issue, as it varies from year to year. My answer to the remainder of the toissus, as it viries

question is the sameas that to the second question. ) from yoar to yoar,

4th Question—~Having no deputy or other person under me, it is not Havin
. . . AR . g no deputy,
possible for me (in so extensive a district as this) to detect any PETBON OF eannot posaibly da.

' taini i tect any evasion of
persons who evade the law by not obtaining ‘the necessary licence, unless ¢ Taw, ontes tnfor.

information thereof is given to me, aation’ giren.
. ion.— ' ion. Anvwerto 4t
5th Question.—My answer to the fourth question: Anrwer to &b Q.

6th Question.—Certificates for obtaining Innkeepers licenses given by CeiScatas given by
the magistrates to many individuals who do not apply for such until the ex- ::m::&‘ >
pirntion of fhe -year, or perhaps wlxi 2never appl.y. Last year there were ﬂi‘.’i}’.‘.&‘:: ool
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yoar, or who porbaps 94 dofaulters who paid, some in January, and some in February of the pre-

novor apply. _ d A i

Qortif pwy‘ sent year. I know of no place for which licenses are required by law.
(] Ra - . . - . . - . .

gistrates his guide for 1 ¢ certificate from the magistrates is my guide for issuing such.

isauing sach.
ALEX. McDONELL,
Inspector. Home District..

= ) —< S

PorT RYERSE, 3rd Dec. 1839..
. Inspcetor’s Office.

© SIr, ' “ :

First—The nuinber of Licenses issued by me as Inspector of

No. wauedn 1938, the Talbot District, during the year 1838, arc ninctéen to Innkeepers, five

Innkeepers 19, distil. to Distillers, and two to Shopkeepers, "To Innkeepers 1 issue a License by

tore 5, shopkespers 2. thoir first presenting a certificate agreeable to the Act of 11 Geo. IV.ch. 9.

Undor whatauthority T Shopkeepers under 2 Will. 1V, ch. 20, To Distillers by 4 Geo. 1V,

chap. 13. . : ‘

1u tares cvaca nnly,

but informmtion nas Sccond.—1 have of late understood that there were as many as three
given tao la‘o fo #. cazes where Spirituous Liquors were sold during the year 1838, within the
curt the punemet imits of this District, that never applied for or obtained any license. They
were all Innkeepers residing near the extremeties of the District; but
No other cvasion this information I received too late to come within the limits of the law for
T * their punishment. But no cvasion in other respects to the best of my
koowledge. .
f?,?’i-‘ei’é‘é ﬁ::p?cu Third.—From the Clerk of the Peace of the Quarter SessionsI geta
lunkoepers. list of Inns. I visit all the Distilleries in the District, and whenever I hear of
AT visits .0 Shopkeepers wishing to vend Wines or other Spirituous Liquors, 1 immedi-
" ately call and request their taking out License.

Fourth.—~—The cxertion used by me to detect persons selling Wines and
other Spirituous Liquors without License, is by strict inquiry and visiting -
the different establishments, .

Establishment equal Fifth—1I belicve the establishment sufficiently adequate to the due per-

o i f - . . L.
o deries @0 o gormance of the duties thereof, But as respects this District, the former

_ Tospector thereof very frequently deferred issuing License until the close of
Couse of somo dill-  the vear or to suit the convenience of the applicants, wherein I have found.
T much difficulty in getting Innkecepers and Distillers at once to comply with
Wants of witnossess the law, It ‘18 truc some difficulty attends in detecting such as evade the-
anotber difficulty.  |aw for the want of a witness.

* Sizth.—You will pérceive by what I stated in answer to your second
question, that some have succeeded in cvading to take out’ License, conse-:
. . quently the number of Licenses issued did not correspond to the number of
Bsing appointed to . . .
offioa only in March places for which Licenses are by law required, but whether these persons
) oot vy evading, had obtained a certificate from the Clerk of the Peace or not I
: cannot tell, ag I was not appointed to the office until 14th Marck,‘1838.

, . Seventh.—Having been so short a time in office, I cannot judge of the
Being so lntely sp. Sufficiency of the law, but apprehend as I become fully acquainted with its
powated to ofice,  requirements, and with the district I shall be enabled to enforce its claims as

e huigosomecl far as the nature of the caso will admit. I can suggest no remedy.
Can syggest np re. ' .
m..ﬁ;.u“" : - T have the honor to be,

&e. & &e. . '
~ (Signed). EDWARD P. RYERSE.
Joax H, HacerTY, Esq., : :
No. 1, Committee Room, Toronto.
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Qucrics proposed by Mr. Secretary Hagerty to Joseph B. Clench, In. Avswers from Jes. .

! ; . v, A Clench, Inspector
apector for Liccnses 1 and for the District of London. Dirtrict of London.

First.—You arc requested to state the nuinber of licenses issucd by you
as Inspector of your District for the last year, for which returns have been
made up ; for what such licenscs were required, and your system for grant-
ing the same ?

:

I beg to state that I commenced my duties as Inspector on the 5th of
January last.

Sccond.—Do you consider that licenses are issued for all the shops,
taverns, stills, and other places in your district, which by law should have the
same ? :

I issue tavera licenses upon the production of certificates from the (Poe T¥iew msen-
Clerk of the Peace. Still licenses on requisitions from the party who apply, snd Shop Liconses
and shop licenses to those who apply ; the certificates and requisitions are vre" epplicstion.
filed and entered, stating daites, names, places of residence, description ot'Qmmﬂy rotarns of
license and- amount recewved, 1 file quarterly roturns of all licenses issued Licenses transmittod
with the Clerk of the Peace, and transmit quarterly accounts to the Honor- i3, \° af!f‘{‘n;p‘;c“g‘:

able the Inspector General. Geacral,

Third—How do you ascertain the number of various licenses that
ought to issuc from your office, or whether each person having a shop, still,
tavern, or other place, requiring a license, actually obtains a license for the

?
same !

‘I use the utmost vigilance to prevent an evasion of the law, as ¥ fear y,, . wtraost vigil.
therc are many who vend without a license, for there are many who do not anco and personal ex.
come forward till threatencd with prosecution. I ride through the country, f,’,':f:"‘;mm":;'n"_
bearing my own expenses, and write confidentially to individuals in difforent cerned comply with
parts of the district, soliciting information, and I give notice through the 2%

London Gazette that I will prosecute all those persons who evade the law.

Fourth—1Is any—and what exertion used by you or those under you
to detect any person or persons who may cvade the law and omit obtaining
the nccessary licencs ?

Answered in No. 3.

Fifth.—1s your department fully adequate to the due performance of mo s aterate &

the duties assigned to it and, as at present organized, sufficient to detect tho datics assigncd to
any cvasion of the law respecting the granting of Licenses? . B

No.

Sizth.—To you consider that attempts arc ever made in your District .
to evade obtaining Liccnses, or that the number of Licenses issued by you, conion, *™" this
corresponds with the number of places in your District, for which  Licenses
are by law required ? ..

I cannot answer thig question with respect to numbers..

) 1 : .. What remedy would
Seventh~If you consider the system under which you now act to be in- Jt. proposo-for the

aufficient for the nigid enforcing of the Law what remedy can your experience inoficioncy of your
suggest for the existing difficulties ? establishment ?

To render my Dcpartment adequate to prevent the evasion of the law, Should bo allewsd
I should be authorized to uppoint & Deputy and the Law revived giving one- P .
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Unc hallof tho fine hiaif of the fine or forfeiture to the informer, or party complaining as, with-
shouald be paid to the o

informer us formerly, OUt proper encouragement, persons will continue to defraud the revenue,
And the Tupectors And J heg to add that my I'ces should be increased to 33, on every License

Fees shoull be in. .

creavod. 1ssucd, » ‘ ‘
(Signed) J. B. CLENCH.
Inspcctor,
IxspecTors's OFFICE, g
Loxpon, U. C.. 7th Dec., 1839.
S ——

LY
InspecTor’s OFFicE.

Sandwich, W. D, 12th Dccember, 1839,

Answer of W. G.

Ha'l, Jospoet.t of
tho  Western Dia Sk,
ket I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu-

nication of the 18th ult., and regret that in consequence of my absence from
this place for some time past, I have been unable to reply to the same atan
carlier date. 1 now however beg to submit the following answers to the
interrogations therein contained, for the information of the Committee as-
sizned to nquire into the duties of the Inspector General of Public accounts,

and the system persued in his office.
Number of Licenscs

. H a2 ' . .
roded in 1532 Fir:ti—1In regard to the number of licenses issued by me for the last
To Taverns 45, vear, for which my returns have been made up, that is to say, for 1838—
gl{(‘)lp;lg. there were fifty-five issued, forty-five of which were required for taverns,
t .

nine for shops, and one for still, and during the present vear, up to the 4th
of October last, the period of my last quarterly return, there were seventy-
five, fifty-«ix for taverns, and nineteen for shops, nine for stills, &c. The
cause of there being no issue for still licenses during the present year 1
would here mention, is in consequence of an error in the priiiting or reciting
. _of the act, as renewed during the last session of e Legislature, and on this
gf:;':i’,;q‘:,',:,",‘,fu,',t ground cousidered void by distillers in general.  The system by which Tam
of Liosnses. regulated in ¢ranting licenses is as follows, viz :—for taverns, by certificates
from the chairman of the Quarter Sessions and the Clerk of the Peace;
the first showing the approval of the individual by the court,as an Innkeeper
and the amount of duty required to he paid; and the other that recogniz-
ance has becn duly entered into to keep the required regulations; and for
shops, stills. and other places agrceably to the statutes regulating the same.

Thioks nearly all Li Sceond.—1 belicve that with few exceptions, licenses have been issued
croer | required by f5p g the shops, taverns, stills, &c. within this district, which by law should
law have bocn isuuced.

have the same, with the exception of stills for the present year, as above
stated. .

Third.—The number of various licenses that ought to issue from this
office is ascertained partly by lists from the Clerk of the Peace, in regard
s o ve®® to taverns, and for shops, stills and other places, by lists obtained from the
“ained, differcnt towns and townships throughout the District, by which lists and
my own general knowledge of the thing, I am enabled to ascertain whether
cach person having such an cstablishment, requiring license, actually obtain-

ed the same.

Peresnal obssrvation Fourth.—Exertion is certainly used on my part as far as lies in my
ind wlormation ob- power to detect persons evading the Law or omitting to take out the neces-
T sary License; but I am confined in a great measure in that respect to my

own observations and such information as ¥ am enahlad tn phéain Lar nawafinl
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inquiry it being seldom that assistance can be got through agency in such
cases,
Fifth.—I am not aware of any inadequacy in the Department to the due, ,,, aware of ab
: : . . - ) ] y
discharge of the duties assigned it, or of any insufficiency to detect eva-inudequaey in tho
sions of the law in regard to the granting of Licenses, further than what 3,1”,}0"'3:":,:{;, dis-

may appear herein.

Sirth—There has not been .to my knowledge many instances in this Thosamber of Licen.
District of attempts to evade obtaining Licenses, and generally erc the 8ce required by Law,
=] . = geuerally fally taken

close of the year the number allowed and required for Taverns, Shops,du.

Stills, &c. are with few exceptions fully taken out.

Seventh.—The system under which we act however I do not consider sgstem however
altogether sufficient for the rigid enforcement of the Law, particularly in re-not considered per.
gard to cvasions, in as much as it cannot be but to operate on delinquents foé Mt ™iER b
without previous information on oath and which information is scldom volun-
tarily given ; it would possibly therefore be well if the .law were extended
aiving the Magistrates in General Quarter Scssions as well as at any Special
Seszion within each District, the power to adjudicato in all cases duly repor-
ted by Inspectors as deficient of the necessary license and suspected of eva-
ding or violating the Law and to summon such witnesses as they may deem
qualified to give evidence. I would also suggest in regard to Shop Licenses,
that it would no doubt materally prevent attempts at cvasion in that branch
of the Department were the law to cmbrace the sale of Liquors in any

quantity less than the barrel and not less than the quart.
I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient

.

Humble Servant,

Jonx H. HacarTy, Esq. W. G. HALL.
Secretary to the Commttee, Inspector Western District,
&c.  &eo e
Toronto.
.___.Q@<>___

Orrice oF CLERK or Prace, Gore DistRICT,
Hamilton, 20tk December, 1839.

SIR.
Herewith I send to you enclosed for the information of the F .
. . . i rom Robert Berris,
Committee of Inquiry a list of all the apg)rovals granted by the Magistrates Clerk of tho Pasco,
of this District in their several Quarter Sessions to Innkeepers in the year Sors Disict, wita
. . . . e st of Innkceporsap.
1838, also copies of the lists of Licenses issued by the District Inspector proved of for 1638,
i that year—which I trust will afford the Committec the information they

desire,

There appear to be no Ale and‘Beer Licenses issued in this District,
at least no document respecting such licenses has ever been sent to me dur-
ing the ten years that I have held the office of Clerk of the Peace.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your very obedient
Joux H. HacarTy, Esq. ’ Humble Servant,
Secretary to Committee No. 1, ROBERT BERRIE.

&e. &e. &
*M2
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GORE DISTRICT.

List of approvals granted by the Magistrates in the sceeral Courts of Quarler
Sessions of the Peace, to Innkecpers in the Gore District, in the year
1838, with the sums whick suck Innkecpers were ordered to pay.

NAMES. RESIDENCES. Suus,

List of apprevale - £ s d.
zranied by the Mo Charles O'Dell.svvvevennnen. Brantford 50 0
trict of Goro fur the R. Cl‘ySIICF ---------------- Do. 5 0 0
vear 1833. Henry ODelle oo cvanaanes. . Ancaster 5 00
Andrew Eadiceoieoveeennnn Mount Pleasant 5 0 ¢
Richard McAllister «........ Do. do. © 5 0 0
Henry Crystlereceueniieaans Brantford ! 5 0 0
William McKenzie...ootn Esquesing '3 00
Charles Duffv..ceesneenns. Paris 710 0
Thomas Murray...eoeeeeses Do. I 710 0
William Simnons..eseeeess .o Eas: Flamboro’ l 5 0 0
William Hobsolleseewevennre Wilmot , 3 0 0
John Martineeee cvvenerene v Waterloo i3 00
William Henrye.voovianes . Do. l 300
Peter Bambterger..oovuv..e . Dundas 710 0
James Ramsey..oovivenones Paris ‘ 710 0
John Weaver....... vessaees Beverly (3 00
Thomas Pearson..c...oovee Brantford , 710 0
Delman Tyler.eoevveveeiaane Hamilton ] 10 0 0
J. Terrybury. o vieeiieeans. Glanford , 3 00
John Greeniveveveeneaninan, Guelph Township 300
William Daily..cooeeiienennn Hamilton 10 0 0
John Westbrook...... senens Governor's Road 5 0 0
Peter Bamberger........... Ancaster 5 00
George Rousseat.voevess cere Do. 710 0
S. Brown.seeese. ceesrnaons Do. - 710 0
PeterCame.vevevecenceccnns Do. 5 0 0
James McKeereeerrverenees Hamilton 10 0 ©
chry Erb....e.. et esesscnns Bcvcr]y 3 0 0
John Greggesby........c.... Waterloo 3 0 0
Samuel Gregesby.. «...... . Dundas 710 0
J. McKinlay teesesnsescssse West Flamboro® 5 0 0
John Frederick. ..ovaunes ves 0. 5 0 0
Henry Carpenter.cececeee... Trafalgar I 5 0 0
B. YcostCeveervraerrrneans Berlin [ 710 0
W. Babcoek covveeeivannnes Beverly f 5 0 0.
W. Manly covevecerarenss . Dumfries i 3 00
W. McCallevevinevinnnen Trafalgaf 3 0 0
W, Avlenyers,eeeeevenenn. . Beverlv 3 00
W. McDonelleevieeeinennss Dundas 710 0
Alexander Matthews. . .oveues Woolwich 3 0 0
G. Mortimereeve soeeeess ceos Hamilton 10 0 0
M. Terribury «cvovvnionnsns Barton 30 0
‘Vl"l{lm Bullockeoeeve.ne. ) West Flamboro® 5 0 0
Martin Martin.....ooivvas . Nichol 3 00
Frederick Gawkello.o.vv.tse Berlin 71 0
Jacob CO]USky.- secccssscran Waterloo 5 0 0O
Henry Cookeveeveveninennsn Do. 5 0 0
i William Clement. .o cveeeanns Bevcr]y 3 0 0
E. Robertson........ ceveane Do. 3 00
Joseph Moyer.eo.voene. vers Dundas 710 0
William Black.eeeiceeveeans . Puslinch 3 0 0
C. W. Wallace.cesvevonnnss] ’ Hamilton 10 0 0
Betsy McGeeooveerenvaanan. Salifleet 5 0 0
Charles D'Friend.vvevivecsns Dundas 710 0
Thomas Pinkett ........ . .{ Barton 3 00
Thomas S. Powell.....co0ins! Do. 4 0 0
J. B.Englisheseernnnn.. ol Hamilton 10 0 ¢
George Mickleburgh........0 Guclph 710 8
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LIST OF APPROVALS, &c.—Continued,

NAMES. RESIDENCES. Sums
B £ s d
Robert Patlerson.eeecesss vos Flamboro® West 3 0 0
Stephen Odell covoveeniaann, Brantford Township 5 0 0
A.Comell eveeevenecosenass Bevcr]y 3 0 0
E.POSt....Qouoobnotooooco Tra‘a'gar 5 0 0
JohnPeer.cceeeeencevenaneas Nelson 5 0 0
S, McArthurveesevecsvavees Hamilton 10 0 0
Robert Swann...ccovivaeees Beverly 390 0
Thomﬂs WiISOH ssoene e ‘e Hami]ton 10 0 0
Alexander W, Blythe........ Guclph 3 0 0
~John W. Secord veveeeeaanes Cross Roads 5 0 0
John Tidy sessse0sssessenes Ancanstcr 710 0O
Robert Brown..eeeeees. ceee Barton 5 0 0
Thomas Wo0ods +veeeesevans Guelph 710 0
S.Duncan ceeeverncecananss Flamboro’ East 3 0 0
Thomas Shaw.eeecesos. ceoe Glanford 3 00
S. W. Rykeman ,....... cees Do. 300
C.Rolleeesieseeanens Puslinch 300
JOhD Gl'CCn Cees 0000 trn0 0000 Guelph 710 0
JohnFord ....... cecsennne . Wilmot 3 0 0
John Mitcheleeeseveonensnes Hamilton 710 0
Po Kcating I REEERES cav ssm Guc]ph 7 10 0
Hugh Black.yesveeeven.. aes Nichol 3 0 0
PhillipD. Bates cevevevnnses Wellington Square 710 0
James Hamilton ceveveeeenn. Puslinci 3 00
Andrew McLean,.veveeeanss Beverly 5 00
John Young..ooveivvinnsns. Galt 710 0
D.Brownic «ovvveree ceresnn Dumfries 500
H. Rusiter ..... teevecescnn Do. 5 0 0
James Robinson.eesssa. eveen Brantford 7 10 0
Abraham Bradley ........ . Do. 710 0
W. Walker evereeverreennes Deo. 710 0
Richard Hull ..... cesenanas Trafalgar 5 00
Andrew Groff v.vvvevennens. Waterloo 4 00
Richard Davise..vevvesnns, Esquesing 3 00
John Frank vveevevevece oos Do. 3 00
Alexander Fair voeveeenenens Brantford 5 0 0O
James Markell voevevrnnvnas West Flamboro® 3 00
Richard Fish veevvvennnenn, Hamilton 710 0
Joseph Gardner.veessenacnss Brantford 710 0
James Down ....... cvevens Do. ~ 3 00
Joseph Rains cvveveasiecens Nelson 3 00
William Daily.......... coee Hamilton 3 00
Thomas Holding...v..v.t.s, Brantford 300
Robert Hughson cvvveevnann, Hamilton 710 0
Edward Everett ....... ceees Wilmot 38 00
A, Hollyer «ivveveennnnnnen Trafalgar s 00
Charles McTague vivevneens Guelph 700
M., Kinset covrevecosoanion Ancaster 5 00
John Bradley eievueveerennss Hamilton 10 0 0
John Kennedy...ovvueevonas, Do. ff 10 0 0
William Napper «eoceune .o Trafalgar 3 00
Henry MeNally cvevvinenas Waterloo 3 00
William West vevveneennnnn. Do. 300
J. Salyards ccecvvecenensoan Preston Il 710 o
Moses Weaver «vevocsesees Do. 710 0
John W. Tyson, ..... ceecees Waterloo 310 0
Thomas Robertson..oevenese Woolwich 3 00
Joseph Meeklin «.oveneesens Do. 3 0 0
Sam. Woodruffe.veeeeenonns Hamilton 10 0 0
D. Dansy ..vvvieinncnnnn, Do. 10 0 o
D.Farleye.ce.ceeeerneennans Do. 10 0 0
Arthur Fingall..evevu.u..... Hamilton 1000
George Bush .......000eln, East Flamboro’ 300

\
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LIST OF APPROVALS, &c.—Continued.

NAMES. ) RESIDENCE. Suxs.
. i £ s d
P. Smithurst cevececceasnces _ Oakville 710 ©
B.Griggs ececoccrccssconss Trafalgar 5 0.0
Edward Devlin cecevseccese Hamilton 710 0
J. W.Crachan...... Do. 10 0 O
H.G.Bal’low..u-.......... Ga]t 7 10 0 .
Theo. Sampson  «veeeeeese| Do 710 0
John Fostereeesereedecaanss Hamilton 10 0 O
James Reido.--o-n...--... Do- -7 10 0
J.C.Greswoldesecveesonease Do. 10 0 0
W, S. Summer ceeceerecers QOakville 710 O
John Carr eeevcececerncens Dumfries 5 0 U
John Nelson .coeeviceveens Nelson 5 0 0
Samuel Anderson ..cccoeeee Waterloo s 00
TR John Mcintyre ceeveveencnse Hamilton 700
D. F. Tewksbury coeecevese Do. 10 0 0
E.B.Place eeeieeerncoanens Saltfleet 5 0 0
Thomas Gillespie eceeeeessese Hamilton 10 0 0
Henry Clintonscesseinaneess Governor’'s Road 3 00
D. Kempenburgh..eeeeeenens Saltfleet "8 0 0
John Mcllroy.eee coveensnas West Flamboro 5 0.0
William Jones...... censsene East Flamboro’ 5 00
James Stewart..iccecceerane Glandford a 4 0 0O
© William Ford «ovoveennanenn Hamilton v 10 0 0O
Patrick McClusky ...... cans Do. - . i 10 0 O
William Russellceveeeeancans . Trafalgar 300
Edward Ackerman..........|  Hamilton 710 O
Seth Davis...... cecererses . Saltfleet 3 0 0.
William Mason +vevveveenss Hamilton 100 0 0
Thomas Powell cevevvseieie Cambrican House 100 0 0
James Pantim 4veevreeneesen Hamilton 10 0 O
James Squires e.ccceciecns Brantford . + 710 0
John Bloom..... tecressenne Hamilton ‘710 0
John Dew ......... coereees * Trafalgar ' i 5 0 0
N. Devereux c.ccvivienees Stony Creek ; T100
\V* Stephenson «.eevesscese Do. | 710 0
Riellyereeseeeenennses - Nelson - . ’ 5 0 0
\ﬂ‘hropVall............ coee Hamilton y 710 0
W. K. Bronson.....coeeesss Ancaster .4 710 0
A.Smith,................. Saltfleet : g 5 0 0
J.H. Duno...... cecsecessssl = Hamilton . 1 10 0 0
»* Charles Brown .covscereense Do. - 110 0 0
- JYoseph Baker ...%..%..v500.{" ~ . ‘Burlington Beach v 3 00
Alexander Carpenter ........ Hamilton : ] 10 0 0
RH.Le coviianeniansnns . Brantford ! 5 0 0
Shoemaker & Wys]cr Waterloo 15 0 0
William Dalmage........... Oakville - : I 710 0
J. 8. Diamond +.evnvnnesnne Do. 710 0
William Chupman .......... - Wellington Square 710 0
Caleb Marlett veveveeene.os| - Saltfleet : n 5 0 O
W.J.Comfort .oovevenenns . Stony Creek 710 0
M. Finlay ..civeanvenecnnn Nelson 5 0 O
William Grant «ooeeeseesena! Hamilton 710 0



3rd Vic. 1840.] Inspector General's Office. 149

»

Orrice oF THE CLERK or THE PEACE.

Toronto, 22nd Nov., 1839.
. ¢
SIR, . .
I am in receipt of yours of the 21st inst., containing certain From € G
mterrogatorics to me respecting the issuing of' licenses for thig District, the new, Clerk®. Pesee
answers to which I give you below and which I have numbered in the same Home  Distric:.

order as the questions are put.

I have &ec. &ec.
Your obedient Servant,
GEORGE GURNETT,
Clerk, P. H.D.

Mr. Johin Hagarty, Scer'y. &c.

First.—The only description of Licenses for which I receive applica- .
tions, arc those of Innkeepers. The system pursued in granting certificates Systcm pursucd 1n
for obtaining the same, is as dirccted by Statute, namely, a certificate from §aqyig 'feoees in
the chairman of the Quarter Sessions, stating that the party named had been
ordered to reeeive a License to keep an Inn, on paying a certain amount
and entering iato recognizance to keep an orderly house, after which the
party appears beforc me and enters into such recognizance, and I certify to
his having done so, which, together with the certificate of the chairman, is
handed to the party who proceeds with them to the Inspector of Licenses.

Before a party can obtain such certificate he must produce a certificate from
the nearest Justice of the Peace of his being a loyal subject ; and in the case
of an application for a licensc for a house never before licensed, in addition
to this certificate, another signed by 12 of the frecholders in the neighbour-
hood must also be produced, stating that an Inn is required, and that the
party applying has the necessary accommodations, and that he is a sober,

respectable person.

Second.—The number of certificates granted in 1838 was 129, and 123 No. oflicentes grant.
only were taken out by the parties. ed in 1838

Third~—The department of Clerk of the Peace has nothing whatever
to do with the licenses issued in the city of Toronto. -

Fourth—~The only means ofascertaining that licenses have actually been
tuken out, is by returns from the-Inspector of Licenses.

Fifth.—As a Justice of the Peace, several cases have tome under my
view, of persons selling liquor without license, and although I am not per-
sonally aware of the fact, still I have reason to believe, that in many instan-
‘ces the laws are evaded. '

Belicvos the law is
frequently evaded.

Sizth—The only steps taken in this department for the conviction of'sips takea for con.
parties selling without license are. obtaining the names of informant and viction of peraons of.
witnesses, which are transmitted to the Inspector of the District, and by him ending.

a complaint is lodged against the defaulters.

Seventh.—1 am of opinion ‘that the present system of issuing licenses is
‘a8 effective as, in the present state of the country it could be, but I think
that the only means of effectually preventing the sale of liquors by persons ATravsilog Inspoct.
unauthorised te do so, would be the employing a person as travelling Inspec- means of dectecting
tor for cach district, whose duty it would be, to go to the different parts of °%cnders.
the district, for the purpose of detcc‘til\r}z the offenders, and he might be paid
. n \
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‘a salary out of the amount raised by the Licenses ; and in addition to that he
might' be allowed a certain proportion of the fines imposed on the parties
convicted, so that it would be his interest as well as duty to search out the
partics offending.

I

'

. CLErK'’s OrrICE,

I S City of Toronto, November 30th, 1839,
SIR, ' . .

Co I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu-

nication of the 23rd inst. conntaining certain interrogations for the informa-

tion'of the committee assigned “to inquire into the duties of the Inspector

Answers of Charles ** Gencral of Public Accounts,” my answers are accompahied by 'some ob-

Daly, Ulerk of the servatious which I have ventured to add in explanation.
City of 'I'otanto.

I have the honor to be,
’ Sir,

| Your obedient
'l Humble Servant,

. ' (Signed)  CHARLES DALY.
John I Ilagarty, Esq. Clerk of the Peace, City of Toronto.
| Secretary, &c. &e. &, '

Mado of cranung hi.-
censes. .

{
. I Fire.—You are requested to state what steps must be taken in your
Desenptiou of licen* fyopartment by individuals requiring a License ?—Answer. Petition the ‘Ma-
granted. >, . N N o . § .

-istrates of the City in Session or adjourned Session of the Mayor’s Court

of the Quarter Sessions of the City. Question—Ior what description of ,
- Systom pursued 1w’ Licenses do you receive applications? Answer.—Licenses to Innkeepers,
Franiioy lieenses in [ jcenses to retailers of Ale and Beer, and Licenses required by acts of the
I Common Council.— Question.—Your. system of granting certificates or re-
" commendations for the saine? Answer.—Certificate of the Mayor and the
Clerk of the Peace of the City, that the License has been granted by the

Némber of cortif. Magistrates and that the security rcquired by law is given.
cates'sranted in 18!’9. .

Sccond.—SVhat was the number of certificates or recommendations for
cach description of License granted through your Department for 1838 7—
" Answer. 93 Certificates to Innkeepers, 49 Licenses to retailers of Ale and
Becr. ’ ' ' : )

Mode of ucermiling Third.—After granting certificates for Licenses of any kind, have you

whetlor petsons 221 any, and what means of ascertaining that Licenses arc actually taken out

scs, ; from the proper officer for granting the same ?—.Answer. By frequent appli-

{  cation to the Inspector of Licenses for rcturns of Licenses issued to Inn-

+ keepers and comparing the returns with the nuinber of certificates granted-

and by application to the Camberlain of the City to ascertain if retailers of
, Ale and Beer have taken out their Licenses. ’

Tle proper numbes : ..

of licemes is mot to — Fourth—Are you of opinion that the number of Licenses actually is-

exertion s mado 1y sucd within your jurisdiction correspond with the number of places within

enfurezthelaw. the same for which Licenses are by Law required, and that the Law is

: rigidly cnforced respecting the same?—Answer. The numbers I am persuad-

cd will néver quite. correspond *. )

’ *
Principal’ reasons * I give this snswer to the first part of the fourth Question because the following among

wluch operateaguinet . . .
s+ due compliznee MANY reasot.s operate agatnst it.

with tho law, . ..
}st.—The derire to evade the tax payable to the Provincial Revenue.

P 5
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Fifth.—Are any and what steps taken in your Department for punishing
any person detected in attempting to evade the Law, and avoid procuring Stere taken to duict
the regular License 7—Answer. The greatest exertion is made in the City gy, "
to enforce the Law rigidly. _

Informations are constantly  being made against persons' detccted in
attempting.to evade the Law—they are prosecuted by the City. Inspector,
an officer appointed by the Common Council, to sce the Provincial and'City
Statutes enfarced.  Question.—Cim you give any information of the manner
of procceding against offenders or defaulters ?—Answer, The manner of
proceeding in the City is that laid down by the Statutes, assisted by the
exertions of the officer above named and the surveillance of the City Police.

Sirth—Are you of opinion that the present system of granting Licenses
is adequate to detect any attempted cyasion of the Laws, if not in what par-
ticular do you conceive it defective, and what remedy would you suggest
for its deficiency.

I do not think that the system of granting Licenses has anything, or qic cacstions of 1o
but, very little to do with such detecting any attempted evasions ; that must magistrates and other
depend upon the exertion of the Magistrates & other Peace Ofticers, which is of dotection
tound fully adequate in the City, but I would suggest that if any alteration is to
he made in the Law, the provincial funds would be benefitted by giving the Number of tavorn -
City Magistrates a controul over all descriptions of Licenses issued to per- fﬁgﬁy %:::ﬁr than
sons in the City in support of this I would refer the Committee to the fact for any dusteictin the
that the number of Tavern Licenses actually taken out for the City, equals

if not exceeds that of any District in the Province.

CrerK oF TnE PeAcr’s Orrice, NewcasTtLe DistrIcr,

Hope, Deccmbcr\l2, 1839.
SIR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 9th Instant, and in reply to state to you for the information of the Com-

i i the number of the certificatss iong Asswe: from Thos.
mittee of Inquiry, that or recommendations Werd, Clark of the
FPeaco, Nowcastle dis-
trict. .

2nd.—The frequent refusal of Magistrqtes to grant certificates to improper persons who
neverthelesa retail Spirituous Liquours, and risk the chance of a convictiou.

3sd.—The case with which Licenses to retail Ale and Beer may be obtained, and the dife
ficulty of proving upon oath, although the fact may bo plain as possible to the Magistrates,
that ‘partics are scling Spirituous Liquors by retail, under a Licenss to scll Ale and Beer

nuly. . ’

Ath.—The difficulty at all times of proving an cvasion of the Law, owing to the reluctance
ol the public to become as they term it [uformers, .

5th.—Tho large sums required to be paid for a Liccase for a Billiard Table ; the difficulty
of proving, in this case n breach of the Law, as well as in cases of selling liquors without
Liccnse. There nre now four Billiard Tables being played in the City of Toronto, and
lthough frcquent informations are laid, parties when summoned before the Magistrates to give
evidence invariably declare upon oath that they do uot pay, although the Magistrates are fully
sure that the owners havo no other means of existeuce than the profits arising from the Tables.
The large amount of License, £40—makes them risk a conviction, as the penalty®£100, has I
believe never yet been recovered, nor I believe ever will, for a breach of the Laws in this par.
ticular.

6th.—The many ways of escaping the payment of a penalty even afler conviction beforo
the Magistrates,
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. | granted by the Magisﬁates in this District for Licenses to Inake rs for
- the year 1838 (no Ale-house Licenses were applied for this year)! are as
follows :— .

At the Adjourned Session 5th January, 1838,........ e 49

?\r\-m;?%:n::-l;:r::ffi At the General Quarter Session 9th January, 1838.......... 27
tn 163, At the do do  10th April, 1838.......... .. 13
) Atthe . do do  10th July, 1838............. 2

: Making in the whole 91 certificates granted by the Magistx"ates in the
District of Newcastle, to enable the persons therein named to apply to the
Justices of the said District for their Licenses as Innkeepers.

I have the honor to be,

Sir,
' Your obedient Servant,
To Jot H. Hacearty, Esq. (Signed)  T.WARD,
. Scerctary to the Committee of Inquiry. . " Clerk of the Peace.

TovrT Housk,
. Niagara, Deceember, 12, 1839.
Sir,
. In reply to your‘letter of' the 9th Instant just received, I have

the honor to state for the information of the “ Committee appointed to in-

A e “ quire into the duties of the Inspector General of Public accounts and the

Distriet, « gystem pursued in his office.”

That upon referring to my Minute Book 1 find that 125 certificates

Number of ccrtifi- n . . e v
canumber of cortf- were granied by the Magistrates of this District, to applicants for Tavern

censer, grnted o Licenses, during the year 1838 subsequent to the rules and regulations -
1838. established on the 5th June of that year pursuant to the Statute,

— ..I have the honor to be,
Sir, ‘
Your most obedient
"Humble Servant,
~ CHAS. RICHARDSON,
Joun H. Haceerty, Esq. Clerk of the Peace,

Secrclafy to the Cummittee of Inquiry. Niagara District. .
.
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Ntatement of Monies duc to the Government by former Inspectors of Licenses-and Collectors of

D.

usloms.
IVSPFLTORS OF LICENSES..
B T B T S
DATE. | NAME DISTRICT. to Reczv]| OUFSTARD- || REMARKS.
'l ' R GENERAL! :
' £6 dil £ 6 dil £ 8 doflpees G sateds
5 Jan. 1821, 'George Ryerse...|London.cesssss /203 3 1130288 5 3% 9 18- 8jjn.
o 1239. IF. G. Anderson..|Drummond Islund)| 45 10 6/ 37 9 74 8 B 10¢{iin suit— thls includes
¢ « (lsanc Swazyo....|Niagara . ese oo fi857 11 63107 9 2 | 550 3 43) 70 e, Cus o Lrgn
Joh 320 18 si“ 0 0 0| 32018 pyfmeder e
“ « \Oliver Everts....[Johnstown. . .o ee.fj32 , 2 vg. d
" 1830. [John Cumming..|Midland «vavess fi8IT 2 01y 0 Q 0 817 . 2 o0} 5“;,2‘3‘::’2“;‘,1,“““”‘
5 July, 1832, |Mich. MacLean..|Fastern.coeveee. 100 03 000 10 0 0 ]c.y.ns-,,.;, Tedobat
5 April, * |Thomas Mears...[Ottuwa.eeesiens, o ey afuts P
. . deceasc.
5 Oct. 1833. [Alex. McDonell..! Do. .uvvean[l4l 6 0 fieviiuiiaddl 141 6 0 Jinsur
5 Jan. 1835. [John Claus.s ... |Niagara eevees,.}j608 3 Off....cc..00lf 608 3 0ffjin st
. 1887, ames Mitchell.,.|London. «ssvss..[i791 8 S}526° 0 0| 266 & Sif|iariaomiormsdihian.
i £ 2732 8 93
COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS.
N = § 1 ISINCE ralv|| -
DATE. NAME. PORT. * ro Recerv. Oursraxpine.f REMARKS.
| eRGENERAL
' ' 5 d|£ s df| £ e d
31 Mar. 1823. 1Alex. McMilian, J{Prescott cvaeees )t 38 8-11 38 911
a1 Q'ec. 1825, [L. P. Sherwood..|Brockvillecesseeef 35 2 1 ‘ 3 21
#1 o« 1827, John Wilson.....|Amherstburgh ...{187 15 04)i 25 0.0 1} 162 15 43 Nofetamn from lat Dec.
1832, [Robert Smith, ,..|Bellville ..oeucv0fy 6 11 5} 6 11 5}
5 Oet. * |John Warren. .. .|Fort Eriec.acs..f105 16 2 10515 2,
30 June, ¢ ¢{Wm. D. Denant ¢ [Brockvillecoeao. ot 58 14 11 7813 8
“ « §1D'ty. Collector. § Johnstown ......l| 10 18 93 i
31 Dec. 1833. |W. M. Bullock..[Now Castless..|337 7 33 1 a3r 7 33
1 Jan. 1838, |Andrew Deacon..|Hallowell'ssae...|677 12 0} ‘ 677 12 9}
20 Feb. ¢ |Wm. Tauds.....[Sundwich....... 10 0 1} 10 9 14)Batdssvaisnes of £33
31 Dec. 1835, |George Savage..|Yorkeeeseseos. o313 3 10 il 313 3 10 llioeun
30 June, 1836. {Wm, J. Crysler..JCornwall ,eesesafi i A 4144 bat
“ “  Dougall CampbellCobourg.seesaastd 11 114 l 344 11 114115610 June. e
31 Dee. * iJohn Webster .. .[Johnstown ......]| 20 14 11} 20 14 1ypjlesue
31 Mar. 1837. [Felix Hands.....|[Sandwich.....0.ll 27 17 4} | 2717 43{fio shnssnnan A%
30 Jung, ¢ James Mitchel...|Turkey Point,,..|| 23 1 0 23 1 0 (D& JunelSHio 3% 1a
'H Dcc 1838, |Edward Beeston..|Hallowell ......}1160 0 0§ l 160 0 9) Toru
« |Robert Brown.../Cobourg........{l370 19 114li 60 0 0 I} 319 10 11jjlasmi
30 Sopt. 1831, |Wm. Jones .....[Jobnstown ......|| 11 10 10 I 111010
I s‘ 2693 8 O}

InspECcTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE,
2nd. December, 1839,

‘02
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Statement of Balances in the hands of Collcctors of Cusloms on the 14th Novem=
ber, 1839, being over due, qnd n defaull.

»Ingfector General's Office,
‘oronto, 14th Nov, 1839.

——EP T

F.

PORT. COLLECTOR. REMARKS.
£ & d. No retarn to 30th Septem.

Amherstburgh .o oevsoe. |Francis Caldwellieoweoo ol 172 15 44 !:’ﬁ)’;} 2;3:&::‘0‘2 fé’(:o‘:'"i'l:

Bathessssesensserees..[Colin McKenziessess.o, 7113 2 1S

Bellevillo vovseeesassessfilenry Baldwin ,sevece., 4 14 3§l [‘,’;Z?%’,f‘g’;"&e°mm‘"“

Brockvillo esesenesseeo.|Richard D. Fraser...... 89 18 2 |IReturn of Scizures to

Burlington s« ivevecsaofJohn Chisholmesoeaass.. 30th Sept'r. wanting.

Chotham veeevrensecess|Williom Congrave.oeess.

Chippawa soerseecscsss|James Secord.iavaranans 46 1t 113

CobourgesessesseesasssWillinm H. Kitson.oooeail 221 9 4}

Cornwall vevsreessnessolGeorme 8. Jarvis.eo oo, 6 23

FOrtEfio evveeennssass.|Hon’ble James Kirby....[| 550 10 44 fncluding £263 13 113

Gananoqueseessssessss.|Ephraim Webster. ... 1 7 14 due Crown Fund.

Goderich covivveeseseoJohn Galtiecaevenenens

HallowellossseovessasefWilliam Rorkoesoeorass 47 8 63}

Kingston +.evseeeeeso..fThamas Kirkpatrick..... 3 03

Maitland +veevoevreone|dlexander McQueen., ...

Maria Town v4vssessss.]dlexander McDonald....

. Niagara ..vieesesoesss./Thomas McCormick..... 54 11 113

Newcastle & Treot Port..|Bernard McMahon......[| 164 8 8i|/Allowance forfeited.

Oakville..e.veessssseeo{William Chisholm,.... ... 295 17 113

Penotanguishene oo ovvoo [T G. Anderson....cvuunfl 79 5 5%

Prescott eveeevesasensssfdlpheus Jonesioveaoses,

Port Burwell.veeeeseosofdobin Burwelliowasaassaf] 200 10 74 lAllowanco forfeited, in.
“ Colborncesssesasss|W. B, Sheehanseienns.. 0 94 cluding £35 7 10 duo
“ Creditecesssessrss|James W, Tayloriea.... ’ Crown Fund.

“ DalhousiCeessseses|John Clurhesceeceeeress 413 6

“ Dover.eeesversesaiGeorge 8. Ryerse.voaas, 514 4

“ Hope «esrseensss.Willian Kingsmill, ..., 83 0 6 |Allowance forfeited.
“ Stanley veeseosesso|John Bostwickeveseoaaad]| 57 0 2§i

“ TRlbOte s seveersoeeM. Burwell Jovoconeena, 9 113}

"QUECNSION «uass- vosasa s Gilbert MeMicking o.ue.. 1 34

Riviere aux Raisins......[John Cameron.eeceassss i

SandwiCile.eeseeevessese William Andetton v oo....ff 312 11 53 Hasaclaim for remission -

Toronto. ..vvvuune e.seesiThomas Carfrae eveoess.. 61 8 63 ' of duties on goods im. "

Turkey Point...v..voes.|Donald Fisher.co.v..oe ported for the Com-

Windsor veveeesooeposs|Henty Boys cove covrens ' missariat £213 17 0,

2 1523 18 mJ

- 8tatement t;/ prosccutions commenced at the instance of the Inspector General of
Public Accounts, by C. A. Hagcrman, Esq. Attorncy General, remaining un-

satisfied.

- e - —_—

A

NAamEs oF DEFENDANTS, ‘

Persons Unknown,

~

StaTE oF PROCEEDINGS.

!lnformation filed for the condemnation of the

Schooner “Sir Robert Peel.”

This vessel

was delivered to the owrers upon their Fiving

!
“ security for her re-delivery in case o

demnation.

con-

Judgment was obtained, and
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Naxas or DEFPENDANTS, ~ STATE oF PrOCEEDINGS.

civil suits instituted against the Sureties for

the penalty -of the bond who are now on the

limits under writs of ca: sa: The Govern-

ment has released its share of the praceeds

4 of this seizure. S .

Wm. M. Bullock, Inspector of Licenses, Presqu’ Isle, Writ &gainst
. lands not retarned. -

John Claus, Proceedings stayed by order of the Crown.

Goorge Savage, deceased,/Collector of Customs for the Port of Toronto,
1 Writ of diem clausit extremum, returned no

oods or lands.
Persons unknown. Scho%ner Prosperity, proceedings stayed by or-
der of the Crown. -

Collector of Customs, Riviere aux Raisins, stay-

Alex. McMartin, ed by order of the Crown.

.John Cameron, g
.John McGillivray,

ja;neSBM'ﬁ}ﬁ;’ Collector of Customs, Turkey Point and Sureties,
Doaln[;cl :;foss & an extent will issue immediately.
, , :
Persons unknown, Schooner “Indiana,” for next Assizes Newcastle -
District.
Robert Brown, )
John Crawford, g Collector of Customs, Port Hope, in suit.
Alexander McDonell, : ,
Peter Chesley, Penalty for harbourinﬁ smuggled goods, for next
. Assizes Cornwall,
Persons unknown, For next Assizes, Kingston, 8teamer Dolphin,
Persons unknown, ~ |Seizure by Collectors of Cobourg, for next Assi-
zes,
Francis Gore
Swayze and 2 Bond £550 2 43, in suit.
-James Shoff, | ’

(Signed) CHRISTOPHER A. HAGERMAN, -
Attorney General,
Attorncy General’s Office,
Toronto, 16th Dec, ‘1839,

155



156 Report on Public Departments. [5th Sess. 13th Parl.

—— et 4t — R
No. 2.

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS,

— S ——

——

Evidence of Gro. S. Bovrron, Esq.

1.—Have you had occasion to transact business in the office of the-
Compissioner of Crown Lands? :

Answer.—Ycs.

9.—Arc there any difficultics interposed in this office to the prompt’
despatch of publi¢ business ? and if so be plcused to state the particulars of
those difficulties.

Answer.—I think great unnccessary delay has occurred in_obtaining:
k'n";;:gff:;"{p‘;‘;."‘c‘{"‘l‘; answers toapplications to purchase the P'ublic Lands—and in many instances-
for parenascs and after a purchase has been made months, if not yearg, have elapsed, without
giving ttlee. the party entitled obtaining his Deed,  This I mean particularly to apply to-

Seymour where 2 number of lots were granted to I'rancis Beatty which were

subsequently sold and paid for to tho Commissioner of Crown Lands whoge-

duty it was before making such sale to ascertain how the title stood and to

o take steps to procure the titles for the purchasers. Mr. Beatty has lately

Ve Beakyvesse currendered this Land, and I suppose the titles will soon be furnished, which

ought to have been done years ago. I believe the Lands in Seymour have

been sold for the Taxes i consequence of being described to Trancis Beatty,

and if not redeemed shortly the Government may be unable to give a title to

_ the purchasgers frofn the Commissioner of Crown Lands. Lands are

Jands of ::,' dererib g dvertized for sale frequently, and on the day of sale withdrawn—very

same price. valuable Lots are put ap at the same price a8 others which are not worth

the upset price. Lands which have been reported to the Government,’ as

been unfit for cultivation on account of being in a river or other insuperable

i:“; o Jands sold. gifficulty, have been offercd to the public, and strangers sometimes might be
* induced to pay their money in this way for nothing.

I am awarc that in several instances of sales by the Commissioner of

Crown Lands, such sales have been rescinded and the Land sold to ardother

person without the knowledge or consent of the first purchaser. This 1

Lands someince im. CONSider extremely improper, and if such a power can be exercised without

properly rcaold.  the intervention of the Court of Chancery, 1 think mecans should be adopted

to prevent a repetition of such a proccedings which is so calculated to shake

Thee catentaed ., the opinion generally cntertained by the public that a sale by the Crown is

ob