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' MAMMON WORSHIP.

Without indulging in any sentimental de-
clamation against the pursuit and influence
of wealth, we may be permitted {o fecl, that
this is the guarter from whicl specifically, our
moral and religious sentiments ar¢ most in
danger of being vitiated. The habits which

~ produce the danger may be inevitable, forced
_uponus by a hard social necessity ; still in
- bare self-knowledge there is self-protection.
For, the danger of a vice is not like the dan-
ger of a pestilence, in which the most uncan-
_scious are the most safe; and the fear of con-~
- tagion, which in the one case, absorbs the
poison into the veins of the body, repulses in

_ the other the temptation from the mind.
" The excess, to which this master-passion s
carried, perverts our just and natural estimate
of happiness, It cannot he otherwise when
that which is but a means is elevated into the
greatest of ends; when that which gives
command over some physical comfortsbecomes
* the object of intenser desire than all blessings
intellectual and moral, and we live to get
rich, instead of getting rich that we may live,
‘The mere lapse of yearsis notlife: to eatand
drink and sleep : to be exposed to the dark-
_ness and the light : to pace round in the mill
“of habit, and turn the wheel of wealth: to
‘make reason a book-keeper, and turn thought
into an implement of trade,—this is not life,
_ In ali this, but a poor fraction of the conscious-
_ ness of humanity .is awakened :-and-the-sanc-.
 tities still slumber which make it most worth
while to be. 'Knowledge, truth, love, beauty,
‘goodness, faith, alone “give vitality 10 the
mechanism of existence 3 the laugh of mirth
- that vibrates through the heart, the tears that
freshen the dry wastes within, the music that
" brings childhood back, the prayer that calls
" theé future near, the doubt that makes us me-
ditate, the death which startles us with mys-
tety, the hardship which forces us to struggle,
"the anxiely that ends in trust—are the truc
nourishment of our natural being. But these
. things, which penctrate to the very core and
marrow of existence, the votaries of riches
" are apt to fly; they like not any thing that
““touches the central and immortal conscious-
“ness'; they hurry away from occasions of
. sympathy into the snug retreat of self ; escape
from life into the ][)rctended cares for a liveli-
. Yood ; and die atlength busy as ever in pre-
paring the means of living. * * * = '«

.'The despotic temper, which is-apt to be
engendered by wealth in one. direction, is

“ maturally connected with servility in the
opposite.
“regard those who are.beneath us almost as il
", thiey, were our property, we must regard . our-
“selves almost as if we were the property of
. tHose above us. There js. litile, T fear,: that
is intellectual or moral in that sort of independ-

" ence which is the proverbial characteristic of
“our countrymen ;. it consists either in mere
" churlighness . of manner, or in.overbearing
+ tyranny;to those of equal or lower. grade... 1t
. would be inconsistent not to yield that respect’
_'to the purse in‘others, which men are fond of
_claiming forit in themselves;. and/accordingly
it is.to be feared that in, few civilized coun-

: tries is there so much sycophancy as in:this:
T "0 many, creatures ready. to crawl .round:a
g o heap of gold ;.:s0 many. insignificant: shoals
: .gleaming around every great ship that rides
: over the surface of society. ,; It Jis a grievous
‘ v “evil arising ' hence, that the. judgments and
- : inoral feelings of society lose. their. clearsight-
‘edness_and: power ; that thesame rules:are

.nat applied fo the estimate. of rich and poor

“that there’is a tank which almost enjoys im-

munity from the, verdict.of a just public sen:
timent, where the most ordinary qualities.re-

.

“Venctating it foo deeply to love, it exoept fof
Atself, or-barter it for honor -or.for.gold;;: of a
heart enthralled by no conventionalisms, bound

For the very same reason that we'

believing, and not.teaching, that their viewrs
‘and ‘gpinions are hie 'sole™of ‘even infallibly
ithe Hesteway™of “éalvation }' ‘and ‘ot "Calling
every.man'a heéretié who does not-adopt them;

by no frosts of custom, but the perennial foun-
tain of all pure humanities ; of 2 will atthe
mercy of no lyrant without and no passion
within ; of a conscience ercet under all the
pressure of circumstances, and ruled by no
power inferior (o the everlasting rule of Duly ;
of affections gentle cnough for the humblest
sorrows of carth, lofty enough for the aspir-
mngs of the skies. In such manhood, full of
devout strength and open love, let every one
that owns a soul see'that he stands fast ; in
its spirit, at once humane and heaveuly, do
the work, aceept the good, and bear the bur-
dens, of hislife. TIts healthful power will
reveal the sickness of our seliishness ; and
recal us from the poisonous level of our lux-
urics and vanities to the reviving breath and
mountain heights of Ged, There could be no
deliverer more true than he who should thus
cmancipate himself and us. O ! blessed are
they who, for the peace and ornament of life,
dare to rely, not on the glories which Soiomon
affected, bui on those which Jesus loved;
glories which even God may behold with
complacency—nay, in which he shines him-
self ; glories of nature, richer than of man’s
device ; genuine graces, resembling the in-
imitable beauties of the lilies of the field,
painted with the hues of heaven, while bend-
ing over the soil of earth.—.J. Murtincau,

UNITARIANISM NOT A SECTARIAN
SYSTEM.
(Extract from Speech of Josiah Quincy, late
President of Harvard University.)

What is meant ‘by the term sectarignism ?
In common specch, we understand by this term
that exclusive spirit which inculeales a belief
in certain peculiar tenets in religion as afford=
ing either the only or the hest hope of salva-
tion.” "Now it is true, Unitarians do in general
entertain certain views relative to the nature

gathered them {rom the preaching of the cler-
gymen of that denomination, in the College
chapel and elsewhere, They insist on freedom
frgm creeds of men’s invention, and independ-
ence of all human dietation in the articles of
their faith ; maintaining the right of every
man to search the Scriptures for himselfy and
to < prove all things™ for himsclf, unbiased by
party names and technical dogmas. They
believe that every man must stand or fall, be-
fore the linal Judge, according to the faith he
has deawn from the Holy Seripturss by virtue
of his own research, and not by his belief in
creeds framed by other men, and taken upon
trust 3 il being every man’s duty, as well as
right, in the language of that father of New
lingland, John Robinson, < to think for him-
self, and not, like the Lutherans and Calvin-
ists, stop short where their leadas stopped? ;
—of conscquence, that a way devised by
otlier men is not to any man the way of sal-
vation, unless, independently of human guides
he has found that way by his own faithful
and prayerful research,

The Unitarian denomination, then, isin my
judgment, not only not chargeable with sec-
tarianism, but it is fundimentally opposed to
the whole spirit of sectarianism. The essence
of sectarianism consists, as U have said, in
holding and maintaining ene or other of two
principles,—either that a belief in the tenets
which the sect combine to-maintain is the only
Seripturdl weay of salvation, or that it is of all
wuys the most certuin of salvation.

['he bistory of the Church is illustrative of
{iicse views. The Romish church assumed
to itself the prineiple, that < out of the pale
of our {aith there is no Scriptural assurance of
salvation.”® - This was the great power which
enabled it for so many ages to govern. the
world. - That church, through tlie instrumen-
tality of this principle, possessed itsclf of the
position which Archimedes sought,—a place
out of the world, by which to move the world.
This power was figuratively expressed by the

and mission of our Saviour, which are notin
accordance with those held and maintained by
the Calvinists.  But did any man ever hear of
a Unitarian, who thought or taught that a
belief in that, or any other lenet of this deno-

term St. Peler’s keys, which alone were able
to open heaven’s gate. -

When the Reformation eame, and secets
multiplied, the leaders of every scet realized
the advantage the Romish chureh possessed

mination, deemed peculiar, afforded the only,
or would give a better, chance for salvation 2
Did any man ever hear a Unitarian say or
{each that a Calvinist conldnot he @ Christian ?;

in St. Peler’s keys : and as they could not de-
vest that church of those keys, they set them-
selves to work and manufactured little puss
keys, as like St Pefor’s as possible, and tanght
their converts to believe that they were quite
as good, if not a little betler, than the great

or that they who had adopled the (Z,’nlvinistic"ke‘_-S of St. Pefer : being made of the same

creed, after faithful and yprayerful research of;

the Holy Scriptures, were not full as likely.

to be aceepted by the great Master, in the
-lay of final retribution, as though they had,

material, a little lighter, not quite so burden-
.some, and altogether as sure.

. Now J cannot find that the sect called Uni-
tarian ever made. o itself a pass-key,—that

subscribed o every article of the Unitarianjit ever taught that a sincere believer in the
faith 7 I think not ; although it is possible|divine inspiration of the New Testament, re-
that some of that denomination, more valorousiceiving all ils sublime truths, all its mysteri-

than wise, may have been tempted to gather:
up. some of the spent-shafts of their adversa-
ries, and refurn them into the enemy’s camp. '

The foundations of Unilarianisnt, as I have
been taught and have surveyed them, are as,
broad as the New Testiment,: which it re-’
ceives as the inspiration of. the Divine Mind,i
neithier desiring to add any thing o it nor:

daring to subtract any thing from it. "All that!
is mysterious, miraculons, and-heyond the;

comprehension of the human mtellect, Unita-
rians receive, not to doubtful disputations, but
reverently, and prayerfully, as-an article of:
faith, Their belief in the birth, death,. and;
resurrection, and ascension of our Saviour is

they yest .their hopes of another life. on the;
‘cross, and look to him whe suffered upon it as
their Saviour, Sanctifier, Redeemer and final
Judge; with as much : confidence and trust as
any other sect. But the great distinguishing
characteristic of the Unitarian body is, .that
thiey profess to'call no man master upon earth ;
and-that they act up to that profession. Their
masier is. Chrigt. - Their:creed the new Tes-
{ament, sealed by. the blood of our Saviour,
whose teachings they receive and promulgate
iii’the' language in which he uttered them ;
not endeavouriiig to improve it by thé use 'of|
technical :terms,’ not-: perverting «it:to pavty
purposes with a:yiew; fo clerical power ; ;not

Such are the yiews, of ;Unitarians, as L. have

ous annunciations, all its recorded miracles,
the death, resurrection, and ascension of our
blessed Saviour, with a humble and child-
like faith, whatever mightbe his construction
and-peculiar views of the other parts of the
Sacred Scripiuves, was not quite as sure of
salvation as though he believed every fenet
of the Unitarian crecd.

Such are the grounds on which I said that
Unitarianism has not the vital principle of
seefarianism i.it.  And, yet I never did and
never will call mysell a Unitarian ; because
the name has the aspect, and isJoaded by the
world with the imputation, of sectarianism.

. It may here properly, and will naturally,

| as full and:perfect.as that-of any other seet ;.be asked, If you are neither a Calvinist nor

a Unitarian, of what seci are: you ? Ianswer
in the language of John Milton, whose con-
version from Calvinism was, according fo his
own account of ‘the process, effected in the
same way as was mine i— . S
:-e For my own part, I adhere {o the Holy
Scriptures alone ; I follow no ofher heresy, or
'sect, I had not even read any of the woiks
of heretics, so called, when ihe mistakes of
those -who dre reckoned :for. orthodox, and
their. incaulious. handling of Scripture, first
taught me {o agree with their opponents when-
ever those opponents agreed with Scriplure.
1f (his ‘be heresy, ‘I confess with' St Pabl,
Acts xxiv.i14, ¢ that after the way which'they
call heresy, so' worship: I the -Godof y:Fa-
thers, believing all things which ‘are.written
in the law and in the prophets,’—to, which 1
‘add, whatever is written'in the New Tt_:»s‘taif
ment.”? SAEREAE R

S e,

‘wholly and ullerly. I deny

Tanswer again in the language of Scripture,
Lo of the class of <« the disciples, who were
called Christiuns first al Antioch.>® Acts xi. 26.

Whenever men will he content with the
name which the Apostles seleeted and by
which they chose to be called, and will use
only the language which is to be found in the
Seriptures, and mn the conneetion, and with
the meaning, when it is clear, and when it is
dubious, with the Christian spirit, in which it
was used by those Apostles, there will be an
end of sectarianism, aml with it an end of
clerical ambition, with no diminution of eleri-
cal power ;—allmen will worship in the same
faith together, and be only, and altogether,
Christiuns.

THE SPIRIT OF INTOLERANCE.

The spiril of intolerance is far from being
manifested only, or chiefly, by such bloody
work as the massacre of St. Bartholomew. Its
more common resulls are interferences with
the social position, the property, or the civil
rights, of those whom we think in eiror, or
atlempts al subjecting them 1o various petty
annoyances, in order to mark our itl opinion of
them, ‘There is no iniolerance in believing
our ovn opiniens 1o be the best, and desiring to
call the attention of others to their claims.
The equality and indilference of all opinions
is an abswidity ; and enlightened benevolenee
is the natural ally and supporter of religious
zeal ; for truth musi have the greatest power
to make men good and happy. The intolerance
consists in the assumption that we ourselves
are infallibly right, making us forgel that those
opposed to us may have a beliel ag strong and
as conscientions as our wwn-—that reasoning,
dand the examination of evidence, can alone
do any thing towards deciding the question
and that in the meantime his 1ight. to do his
best for his views is as cerlain asours 3 and
his difference from us, though supposiug him
1o be really wrong, it must be to his disadvant~
age, is nol a moral offence hefore God, und is
cértainty no offence against us, or against the
public, ~ If men would think a little more of
the points in which they agree, and would
treat one another with mutual respect and
Christian love, in all their differeices, and
amidst.all their arguments, how much better
and happier woukf the world become !

He who, in the present state of sociely, in-
sults his fellow-Christian as a Socinian ora
Papist, and assures him of future damnation,
because he understands some things about the
Gospel differently from himself, would in all
probability, had he lived two or three centuries
back, have taken a willing part in the massa-
cre of St. Bartholomew, orwatched with satis-
faction an aulo-da~fe. . 1t is well he js so far
tamed down, but he deserves not much praise.

RELIGIOUS INVESTIGATION AND PRIVATE
" JUDGMENT. | ’

1t is the great, and indeed of all others the
most fatal calamity in the Church of Rome,
that while the people think they: cannot but
be very safe in following the unanimous opi-
nion of such numbers of very- learned men,
those learned men are not, in truth, at liberty
{o have any opinion at all, but are ebliged-to
employ all their leamning merely in defending
what the most ignorant men .in. former ages
have determined for them beforehand.—Dr.
S. Clarke. . N .

There is no henefit in emancipation from
the shackles of Rome to ‘men who set up a
Pope of their own making, or merely: substi-
Lute an unerring party foran unerring Church;
noy is anything gained by abstaining ffom:the
use of ihe. term Infallibility, by those who
believe in the thing. —Archbishop Thaley.

I deny’ the tight of li

7 thé right ‘of “any
secl fo depart orie atom from the- standard
which I hold to be ihe truth of Christianity.
—Rev. W, Sewelly: M. Az, Fellow, Turor dnd
ivinity Reader of Excter College, Oxford.
. Mr. Whiston, I pane, XOT. EXAMINE, 1 DARE
0T EXAMINE § for if we should examine, and
find ihatyou are’in {he right, the Church Lias

been in'an crior “so’many ' hundred * years
Bishop Smalridge. ~: i e




THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

PROTEST

AGAINST AMERICAN SLAVERY, BY
170 UNITARIAN MINISTERS.

We the undersigned, disciplesof Christ and

Ministers of his:Gospel, in bearing our solemn

- testimony against the sysiem of American
Slavery, deem it proper in the first place to
declare the grounds of our action.

“We owe to three millions of Slaves, our
fellow men and brethren, to do what we right-
{ully can to undo theirburdens.  The wrongs
of the Slave, however distant he may be, are
our wrongs ; for Jesus has taught us that every
sufferer whom we can relieve is onr neighbor,
though a stranger, of another race and in a
distant land.

We owe it o Slaveholders, our fellow-men
and brethien, whom we believe to be in a posi-
tion hostile to the influences of Christianity, to
speak a word of warning concerning the moral

¢-evil and inhumanity of the system with which
they are connected,

We are the more obliged to bear this testi-
mony because the Gospel of Christ cannot now
be fully preached in the Slaveholding States.
If it could, it might be less necessary to ex-
press our views in the present form.  But vio-
fent and lawless men, as is well known, and
as recent instances in our own experiente
show, have made it impossible for the Southern
minister to declare the whole counse! of God by
speaking freely of that particular sin with
hich the community he addresses is specially
concerned. Consequently Southern men of
Letter character, who would not, perhaps, them-
telves sanction such constraint, are neverthe-
less left without instruction as {o their duty in
relation to slavery.  And if neither religion
mor the instinets of humanify, nor the first
principles of American liberty have taught
them that the system is wrong, theirignorance
may notbe wholly their fault, but it would be
ours were we o soffer it to remain. That
they have been educated to believe that Slave-
holding is right, may be a reason why we
should not severely blame them, but it is also
arcason why we should show them the truth ;
since the truth on this subject must come to
them, if at all; from the free Stales, through
books, writings, and public opinion.

These Teasons wonld induce us to ‘speak
even if the North were doing nothing o up-
hold Slavery. But by our pelitical, commer-

~cialy and social relations with the South, by
the long silence of Nosthern Christians and
Churches, by the fact that Northern men,
.. going io the South, ofien become Slaveholders
and apologists for Slavery, we have given the
* Slaveholders reason 1o believetthat it is only
_the accident of ourposition which prevents us
_from engaging in this system as fully as them-
. selves. Our silence therefore is upholding
- Slavery and we must speak against it in order
not to speak in its'support.

Especially do we feel that the denomination |

which takes for its motto. ¢ Lihesty, Iloliness
and Love,” should be foremost in opposing
this system. More than others we have con-
tended for three great principles,—individual
liberty, perfect r' = teousness, and human bro-
therhood.. Al of these are grossiy violated hy
the system of Slavuy. We contend for men-
tal freedom ; ‘shall ave.not denounce the sys-

~ tem which fetlers hoth mind and body 7 We ]

have declared righteousness to he the essence
,of Christianity ; shall we not oppose that
-system which is the sum of all wrong 2 We
-claim for all men the right of brotherhood be-
fore a universal Father ; ought we not to tes-
tify against that which tramples so many of
.our brethren under foot ?
These reasons would lead us to speak indi-
vidually ‘and separately. But our combined
voices'may be heard more widely and be more
‘re.gardétl 5;and we therefore speak in company.
As we do not, as a denomination, combine in
subscribing creeds and fixing systems of the-
tology, the more should we he ready to unite
in practical endeavor tb remove moral evils.
‘As our principles of religinus liberty do not
permit us'to exclude our hrelhren who are
‘Slaveholders from our Christian fellowship;
the more should we testify against the. Slave
* Sygtem itself, ' Some individuals may think
“thiey hold Slaves for the good “of . {heir.hond-

men, in order to give: them their liberty under
more favorable circumstinees. We cannot
regard such Slaveholders as we do those who
hold their fellow beings as property for the
sake of gain or personal convenience. Leav-
ing to God to decide on the comparative guilt
or innoeence of individual Slaveholders, we
pronounce the syslem unchristian and in-
human. :

And nore especially do we feel bound to
Iift up our voices at the present time, when
the South has succeeded in compromising the
nation to the support of Slavery; when it has
been made a great national interest, defended
in our national diplomacy, and to be upheld
Dy our national arms; when the nation has
by a new measure solemnly assumed {he
guilt and responsibility of its continuance ;
when free Northern citizens, without any al-
leged erime, are thrown inlo Southern prisons
and sold to perpetual bondage : when ouraf-
tempts to appeal respectfully to the Federal
Courts are treated with contumely, so that the
question is no longer whether Slavery shall
continue in the Southern States, but whether
Freedom shall continue in any of the States.
Now, therefore, when our reliance on potiti-
cal measures has failed, it is time to trust more
fully in the power of Truth. To the schemes
of party leaders, to political majorities, to the
united treasures, arms, domains and interests
of the nation, pledged to the extension and
perpetuation of the system, let us now oppose
the simple majesty and omnipotence of Truth.
“Tor who knows not that Truth is strong,—
next the Almighty 72

We, therefore, ministers of the Gospel of
Truth and Love, in the name of God the Uni-
versal Father, in the name of Chyist the Re-
deemer, in the name of Humanity and Hu-
man Brotherhood, do solemnly profest against
the sysiem of Slavery as unchristian and in-
Jmsn,—

Because it is a violation of the law of Right,
being the sum of all unrighteousness which
man can do to man, depriving him not only
of his posscssions but of himself. And, asin
{he possession of one’s self are included all
other rights, he who makes 2. man a slave
commits the groatest possible robbery and the
greatest possible wrong. : ;

Beeause it violates the law of Love, which
says, © Whatsoever ye would that men should
do unto you, do ye even so to them.”

Beeause it degrades man, the image of God,
intoa thing ; changes persons info property
and, by violating the dignity of the humaa
soul, is a ronstant sacrilege against that soul
which the Scriptures declare to be the «Tem:
ple of the Holy Ghost.” l\

Because it necessarily tends to polluie the
soul of the Slavey,—producing all vices, ant
fostering habits of indolence, sensuality, falset
hood, treachery, theft, moral stupor and per:
petual childhood,—by taking away Ho])(’;
which God has appointed as the lightener of
{0il, the spur to exertion, and the seed of pro-
gress, and by destroying the sense of rcspon-’
sibility, which is the bond that connects the
soul with God. A

Because it tends to defile the soul of the
master, as unlimited power must gencraﬂu\}
produce self-indulgence, licentiousness, cruels
ty, arrogance, and a domineering spirit,—
qualities ullerly opposed {o the humility,
meckness, and self-denial of Christ. We
cheerfully admit that some, hoth of the Slave-
holders and Slaves, have nobly resisted thes
influences and shown us virlues which e
should be proud to imitate. But we know
that the prevailing tendency of the sysiem is
nevertheless evil, and that it must always of-
fer manifold {temptations and inevitable occa-
sions to sin. :
Because this system, as the indispensible
condition ofits conlinuance, must restriet edu-
cation, keep the Bible from the Slave, make
life insecure in the hands of.irresponsible]
power, deprive femalé innozence of protection,
sanction adultery, tear children from parents
and husbands from wives, violate the divikncx

institution of families, and by hard and hope-
less toil make existence a burden. - :7 % ¢
‘' Becausé Slavery; as all history iéstifies;
cats ont the heart of nations, and fends every
'year more and more fo sear {the popular con-

science and impair the virtue of the people.
Tt neutralizes the influence which we ought
to exert on the world as a nation whose mis-
sion it is to extend the prineiples of political
freedom. It degrades our national character,
making us appear before mankind as solemn
hypocrites who declare ¢ that ofl men are
equal,€? and yet persist in holding a porlion
of them as Slaves,—who declare {hat ¢ all
are endowed with certain inalienable rights,
among which are life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness,” and yet take these rights
from a sixth part of their own community.
Constantly to profess one thing and constantly
practice another must destroy the sinews of
national virlue,

In pure obedience to these principles which
no circumsiances can obscure and no time can
change, we protest against any aliempt io de-
fend this system on the ground thatthe Slaves
are often treated kindly. It is not a guestion
of {reatment, but of right ; and the greatest
kindness would be no compensation for the
rights which are withheld.

We protest against any attempt to defend
the system from the Ietler of the Scriplures
or from practices recorded in the Old Testa-
ment, as a libel on God and Christ, which
would tend, so far as the attempt succeeded,
to destvoy our confidence in the Bible.  Ifthis
system was not prohibited among ancient na-
tions by positive law, it was not for the reason
that it was right, but that, Jike pelygamy and
other evil practices, ¢ it was suffered for a
time because of the hardness of their hearts.”
And if, from the imperfect knowledge under
the old dispensation, ¢ the time of this igno-
rance God winked at,” yet now in the light
of the Gospel, ¢ he commandsall men every-
whete to repent.?

Finally, while we prescribe no man’s course
of action, we carnestly implore all to put
forth their full energy, and in the most cffici-
ent modes, to show decidedly their sympathy
with the Slave, and their ubhorrence of the
system of oppression of which he is made the
vietim,

We implore onr brethren at the South, es-
pecially -those who hold the same faith as
ourselves, to show their faith hy their works
to come ‘out from all participation in this sin,
and, in the way they deem best, ¢ to undo
the heavy burden and let the oppressed go
free.” : )

We implote our brethren at the North, who,
may go to reside in Slaveholding regions, to
2o determined to make every sacrifice of pro-
{it or convenicnce rather than become ihe
ahettors of this inhuman institution.

We implore all Christians and Christian
preachers {o unite in unceasing prayer to God
for aid against this system, {o lose no oppor-
tunity of speaking the truth and spreading
light on this subject, in faith that the truth is
strong enough to break every yoke. We pray
them to remember those whose hearts were in
this canse, who have ascended.on high. If
Channing, Follen, Worcester, and Ware, are
still mindful of what is passing below, they
must be looking to us to take their places and
do their work. Wherefore secing we are
compassed by such witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and do the work of him who
sent us, while it is day.

And we, on our part, do hereby pledge our-
selves before God and our brethren, never lo
ba weary of labouring in the cause of human
rights and freedoin! {ill Slavery be abolished
and every Slave made free. ‘

[Here follow The names of One Hhindred and
Sevenly Ministers of the Unitarian Deno-
minclion.]: -

THE COURAGE OF JESUS..
[For the Bible Christian.]
There was courage in our Saviour’s unfurl-
ing his kingly glory before the jealous lords of
Jerusalem. It was daring the Pharisees- lo
do-their worst. Tt was arraigning theirpower

before their own iribunal. It was: bidding
their crouching slaves look up from a taper’s
glimmer to the noonday radiance of the royal
sun. Assuredly the priesthocd keenly felt

| his triumphal éntry into their seat of despofic

power—and twice they: called, upon -him to
rebuke- that excessive joy in his - disciples

which made the welkin ring with the anntn-

cintion of the present reign of the Messiah.
It was necessary he should thus appear before
the promised subjects of his kingdom. 1t was
necessary that their true Lord should be offer-
ed them in all the humility which character-
ized his spirit, and the peaccfulness which
illustrated his reign ; ingorder, that their wil-
ful rejection of him might- be.more. conspic-
uos, and their dooni in providence be authen~
ticated by themselves. e

But it was like bearing into the tiger’s lair
the very lamb for which he had long sought.
It was raising the nole of defiance on the
very ground where his ambitious and intrigu-
ing foes had set up their old thrones ; like his
alfusion to the resurrection, it precipitated the
Saviour’s fate ; it effaced the last vestige of
irresolution from his encmics’ councils—it de-
cided 1he hesitating, nerved the timid, gave
teins o the malicious, put the argument of
necessity into the mouths of all who wished
to employ it. .

Again, the ravest powers of enduring, ifnot
of daring, of passive, if not active courage,
are seen al the arrest of Jesus, :

Tt was that oppressive hour, when an m-
stinetive awe hushes all hearts—the season
of weakness and repose—the only scason
when popular sympathy would have penmit-
ted violent hauds to be laid upon the Redecmer.
At this propitious scason for the deed of dark-
ness, the traitor disciple Icads on his armed
band, and by a conecrted signal, directs them
to their victim. Our Savicur might have done
one of three things. He might have sunk back
into the shelter of the surrounding wood, he
might have escaped by a brief resistance on
the pari of his disciples, or he might have put
forth his miraculous power in self-defence ;
but the last supposition, my view of his teinp-
tation would oblige me to reject as morally
impossible. Instead of any of these, Jesus
acfually throws his fate into his enemies’
hands, he twice announces himsell, e claims
merely the safety of his timid followers. The
guards are at first relnciant to seize him ;- they
knew not against whom they had been led';
they dreaded some such judgment as befel
these who laid vielent hands on prophets
inolden times.” But alone, without resistance,
nay, in entire acquicscence in all the tragedy
thus hegun, - Jesus obliges them to bear him
away their prisoner,

Again, his intellectual daring. Could you
find such a thing to-day as an idolatrons infi-
del, you would understand what Jesus had to
encounter in showing any sympathy for the
worshippers at Monnt Gerizim. ~ A rival tem-
ple is always espeeially detestable.  Aneigh-
bouring, yet differing ‘creed, awalkens' the
bigot’s hearty hormr, and that horreris apt to

becumes slighter. "Claiming to believe with
the Jew, the Samaritan would render him no
assistance in troubles, no relief in suffering.
So heated was this mutual bitterness, that,
it excluded Jesus {rom one of theiv cities, be—
caunse his face was sct towards Jerusalem,
And how did the Saviour meet this bigoted
wnbelief ?  The parable of the good Sumari-
tan, where one of this hated sect, becomes the
immnortal image of a divine benevolence, an-
swers us. The pointing out' to his disciples,
that, of the ten lepers cured at one tiine, but
a single man, and he a Samaritan, evinced
any gratitude, answersus. The conversation
with the Samaritan woman at the well, and
the revelation of himself to her, hefore it was
made to others. answers us. The command
of the Saviour on parting from his disciples,
that they should not-overlodk” Samaria; but
testify to him ther¢, as well ds at Jerusalem,
answerg us. Aud this was the darling preju-
dice of his country, yet thus was it protesied
against, thus was it secretly undermined, thus
was it cloven down by all the power which
resided in his life, death, and resurrection.
Every motive of worldly policy would have
tnined him away from 'this detested seet.
Just so far as he identified himself with them,
he sacrificed neecessarily, the Jewish, favour.
¢ He is 2 Simatitan, he hath a devil,” ‘was
the Pharisecs’ syllogism, ‘was the Pharisees’
catchword to estrange the people. ‘Bt to
deal kindly and fraternally with the Samari-
ian, was the: expression of a'great Chiristian
doctrine—the équality of all men in the eye
of God, the universal brotherhood of humanity,
the accéptance alike in‘every nation of whoso
feareth God and'worketh righleousness.” ™"
In‘my view Jesus put forward this yet un-
recognized inith in its least attractive form,
when he embraced the Samaritan within the
pale of his privileges ‘and proinises.” %'An
thing but this 1> the jealotis Rabbi:would ery
out—=<¢ any forcigner, enemy, heathei, save
this dog of a Samaritan. v -0 i
We are all, ever'ready’ enough “to enibrace
an abstract printiple,: 1o admit the "obligation
of a.duty’ wlier nobtdy is at’ hand'requiring
its performavice.”” We may be ready” enough
to feel very loving'to' énerriies in generalyif

only somé particuldt éne can be spared; ak an

exception. "And -1liisiidted Tact, “give
Saviour’s conduet suchian'dir 'of. boldness, ‘ds
‘cannot e patalleled aniong any of thoses, o,
¢ven-in his riame  have soright ‘o’ introdude

be greater as its difference from hisown'creed -

i
unwelcome truths among theé roatéd prejudices’
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of mankind. I have nevermet with anything
in ancient or inodern history, in allits circum-
stances, approaching to this sublime fearless-
mii;ld, to pass over other illustr_ations of a
similar kind, was there not h_oth intellectual
and moral bravery in theit highest measure,
in our Saviour’s relying solely upon the con-
sciences of his na.\'\on.—'m h}s torhuldl_ng every
appeal lo arms— in his denying and disowning
brute force in all its applications,—in offend-
ing the people’s settled expectation of a mil~
itary Messiali, by declaringin deeds that were
trumpet-tengued, ¢ Were my kingdom of ﬂu’:
world, then indeed would my servants fight.
In all the French Revolution there was no
nobler picee of bravery than the defence of
Louis X1V. by a few uoblesbefore those who
had already pre-jmiged his cause ; onc of
these fearless advocates had heen, we know,
far trow friendly to his Sovereign, or to the
idea of monarchy ; and yet he cared more [or
justi an for life. ) )
J“bl“:\cl(t: \Q']hc\\ our Suvieur committed hiwsell
only to the defence of Providence, the qnct:-
trine ol ¢ peace on earth” found no ?m;utuq
confess, no life to obey it Brute foree \-\T
every where triumphant; and the :1'll-cont|c') -
ing sceptre of Rome, wis circled with lm‘m.m
sculls,—his own nation had seemingly been
guided to the bloodiest wars, by Omnipotence
fself—the revered code of the people was,
blood for blood, and blow for Dlow. .
‘And thus it was; withall precedents against
him, with a national antiquily deeply dyed

in human gore, with the uniform custom of

international warfare, among the civilized as
the savage, that Josus said, € Put up thy
sword ! All they that take the sworil, shl:\ll
perish by the sword.” This it was he d(:c_lmed‘
by the manner of his entrance intv the kingly
city, by the ready forgiveness of every oﬂepcot
and the immovable gentleness of his sorely
tried spivit—thathe volied on none of the usual
reliances of carth—{hat he despised the ap-

peal o the right of might, the conviction of

superior strength @ that he 1'\\..1'\'0(1, and that we
are to rely on God, and God’s h'uth——u’n are-
gencrated humanity, and a future age!

The moral bravery displayed, we shonld
say, expressed, in his majestic silence l)lcinlc
Pilate, and his refusal lnt grz}tlll ¥ lntx_l):],] (}\Vl lre-

in fi dderation at a luture n
main for COX]&](]LI’{\U?H e .

REASON AND REVELATION.

Let us understand what we mean by these
{erms, reason and revelation. The fqrmm: may
be, correctly stated to be ¢ that, inspiration of
God which has given. man understanding,—
that facully or power by which man is enabled
tosee right from wrong, and to discern truth
from error.”? "o reveal is to make known :
revelation, therefore, musi be a making known
of something before unknown or imperfectly
understood.  New reason is the test to which
revelation must be applied.  To use the words
of a leamncd dignitary of the Church, Dr.
Bulleck, formerly Dean of Norwich, IrI

cannot depend upon the plainest dictales of

reason, how can 1 be assured that any doctrine
is a Tevelation come from God 7 IfI receive
it withoul consulting my reason, then, for
aught I know, it may be an imposture 5 and
[ am every way as liable to embrace an error
as the truth. - But if T embrace it upon the
irial and conviction of my reason, then, ilis
plain, T admit the principles of reason are to
bedepended wpon 3 which, if I do, [ cannot
consistently admit any thing as true which
contradiéts it.”” ; ) .
On this principle, the soundness of which
isself-¢vident, I must contend that a revelation
which cannot be fathomed by reason is no
revelation. It is an abuse of ferms to say that
anything is made known or revealcq which
reason cannot comprehend. Apply this to our
belicf in the existence of God. The fact of the
exislence of one great self-existent almighty
power, is so far from heing contrary to reason,
that every exercise ol our rational powers
must inevitably lead to this conclusion, - That
what is made nust have a maker, is a truth
which commands our beliefs and this is what
is revealed of €ad. - Revelation tells us that
¢ in.the beginning God created the heavens
and the edarth? not how. There is nothing
said-about the process by which creation was
effected;—the simple “fact is revealed :' that
fact commands the assent of our redson; and
further than this we believe nothing, because
we know nothing. As to the manner in which
God exists we know nothing, and we believe
nothing.’ 'Heré” Revelation is silent. The
subjeet is too vast for the grasp of finite minds.
Poor weal mortals have tallced about essences,
and hypostases, and subsisiences, and told us
that ¢ God_doth infinitely transcend not only
a predicamental substanee, but a metaphysi-
cal entity ;' and when they have invented
this jargon, ‘they ‘call upon us to prostrale our
understandings‘and believe it. They are riot
cornitaiit ' with"Reévélation, “which tecaches us
that ¢ God 45,77, but they, must tell us how.

v

The former proposition being a revelation, we
can understand and betieve 5 the latier being
un addition of men, we neither undersiand nor
believe.  When Paul suys, ¢ T'o us there is
but One God, the Father,” there is nothing in
the proposition which we cannot understand 3
but when we vead in the Athanasian Creed
that ¢ the Father is God, the Son is God, and
Holy Ghost is God 3 and yet there are not
three Gods but one God,” we have no con-
ception of what is meant.  We have certain
words presented to our view, but they no
more convey any idea to our minds than if
they were written in unknown characters.
Can we, then, be said to believe these words ?
1f the creed had said « the Father is God, the
Son is Gad, and the Yoly Ghost is God,” 1
might say ¢ This is an unscriptural doetrine,
but 1 can understand your proposition. 1 do
not believe ity but T know what you mean.”
But when i is added, < and vet there are not
three Gods, but one God,” Tam quite ala loss
to know what is meant. The two propositions
are self-desiructive, and become nothing more
than a heapy of unmeaning words o whicli no
idea can be aflixed. )

How widely different is this sort of language
to that which was employed by our Savieur
and his Apostles ! Their teaching appealed
to the wnderstanding and heart,  Clear, «im-
ple, sublime, ennobling : everything that could
better the hmman heart 5 ¢very thing that
conld remove the mists and clonds of supersti-
tion, that conld reveal God in the most en-
dearing of relations, that could clevate and
dignify the character, and canse the graces
and virtues of which humanity is capable o
blossom and bring foith fruit 3 all these marks
of benevalent and divine orizin were stamped
upon the words they uttered.  Tow ditlerent,
how opposite, has been the language of human
creeds ! ’

instead of regarding, asa heavenly institn-
tion, designed to perfect our whole nuture——
to offer awakening and purilying objects to the
intelleet, imagination, and heart,—to develop
every capacity of devout and social feeling,—
to form a vich, various, generous virtue,—
divines have cramped and tortured the Gospel
into varions systems, composed in the main of
theological riddles and contradictions: and
this religion of love has been made to incul-
cate a monkish and dark-visaged piety, very
hostile to the free expansion and _full_enjoy-
ment of all our faculties amsocial affections.
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UNITARIAN PROTEST AGAINST
AMERICAN SLAVERY.

We may be pardoned when we say thatit
is with feelings of pride and gratification that
we refer to the Protest against American Sla-
very which will be found elsewhere in our
present number. Tt is signed by one hundred
and seventy Unilarian clergymen of the Uni-
ted States. 1t is an admirable document,—
plain, earnest, and argumeniative, and has
attracted considerable atiention throughout
the American Union.  The Protest with the
signatures in full have been published in the
journals connected with the Unitarian deno-
mination in the United Stales. Our limited
space forbids us fo give the signatures, but in
presenting the Profest itself, we carnestly re-
commendy it to the attention and perusal of
owr readers. ' 1t contains a calin, dignified and
decided testimony against the Giant Sin of
the age.

We join with other public prints, religious
and secular, in hoping that such an example
will be followed by clergymen of all denomi-
nations.  That it has been imitoted and will
be followed to some extent will be pereeived
from the subjoined extracts from the official
documents ot two other bodies of those com-
monly styled Liberal Christians.

€ At a session of the Rhode Island and
Massachusets” Christian Conference in New
Bedford, the 9th, 10th, and 11th inst,, the
¢ Protest of Unitarian Ministers against Ame-
rican Slavery® was referred to the Business
Commitice, and by them reported entire to
the meeting.  On the question of iis adoplion,

the members of the Conference all rose and
voted unanimously as follows :—

¢ Resolved, that this body cordially approve
of the sentiments of tie above Protest, and
wish that this action of the Conference shonld

De forwarded for publication by brother Wm.

Coe i 5 _
i And ata General Convention of the Uni-
versalist-denomination lately held in Boston,

the following Tesolution was passed —
[ T S N P L B R A IR R CIT

¢ That « Commilice of five be appointed
to piepare a solemn, camest and plain Protest
against 4 merican Slavery, and when prepared,
to present it to every Universalist clergyman
in the United States {or his signature, respect-
fully requesting those «who are not willing to
st it 1o give a reason for refusing : and when
it has heen fully circulated, and they have
waited a reasonable time for answers, they
shall publish the Protest and signatures with
the reasons offered by those who do natsign it.”

UNIVERSALIST DENOMINATION IN
. THE UNITED STATES.

During the last month (Sept.) a General
Convention of the Universalists of the Unitad
States met in Boston. Tt was the largest
mecling of the kind ever held before.  There
were move than two hundred clergymen, be-
sides the lay delegates, present on the ocea-
sion.  The number of Universalisis in Boston
during the twe daysof the Convention proper,
issabd 1o have exceeded len thousand. ‘The
nature of the topics discussed was highly
inferesting and important—ca'culated o cle-
vale the character and augment the usefulness
of the denomination generally. The proceed-
ings of the Convention were marked with

Stieet Church, by the Rev. E. ¥. Chapin,
and repeated by request inthe Warren Street

the necessity of an educated ministry. A
considerable share of the discussions of the
hody was connected with education; and

tion. So great where the numbers in attend-
ance that meetings where held in three or
{our churches al the same time. The occasion
was one of great congratulation among the
members of the denomination, notonly beeause
of the numerous attendance, but also on ac-
count of the business transacted and the spirit
which prevailed. The oflicial document states
¢ it was the largest and happiest meeting of
their General Convention™

The Universalist body in the United Stafes
are not only inereasing in numbers but like-
wige elevating the standard of their aims ®
the former is well—the Iatfer is better~The
following are the statistics of the denomina-

fion 1—

Soeieties, Yrenehers, Meot'z_11%s
Maine, 126 68 98

bily

New Tlampshire, 5] 31 50
Vermont, 100 42 73
Massachusefts, 5 131 118
Rhode Island, 9 6 4
Connecticut, 31 23 21

Total in New Engl. 507 304 351

New York. 350 139 152
New Jersey, 5 1 9
Pennsylvauia, 44 a5 19
Ohio, m 76 57
Michigan, 26 15 2
Tllinois, 32 21 2
Indiana, 52 27 8
Kentucky, 13 18 3
Al other States, 32 34 &X7
British America, 202 12 10

Total in NoAmer. 1094 676 640
Gain in fen years, 312 318 389

Among the Meeting-Touses are several
built in union with and partly owned by other
denominations,  The otherinstitutions of this
body are—1 General Convention. 1 U. 8,
Historical Sociely, 18 State Conventions, 79
ociations, (beside 4 Sunday School Asso-
ciations) 1 State Missionary Society, 2 secti-
onal do. 1 Stale Tract Society and one or
two less Associations for shinilar purposes, 22
Potiodicals, most of them issued weekly, and
6 or 8 HMigh Schools. The nel gain of the
last year is 4 Conventions, 9 Associations, 44
Socicties and 22 Meeting-Houses.

In looking at the increase of the Universa-
lists last year and comparing it with the intel-
ligence conveyed in the following paragraph
from the Purilan, one of the organs of so-called
Orthodoxy, we think we can perceive a sig-
nificant < sign of the times .»*—

« Tt appears from the statistics of the Con-
gregational (orthodox) churches of Massachu-
setts, now publishing, that the dismissions,
deaths, and cxcommunications, exceed the
admissions by 325. Was it ever so before 2
Ta this resnli, the churches of Wobum, Essex
North, and Suffolk South. Association are not
included. - Their statistics will probably in—
crease its number to 400 more. e

|
\

1
!

We know that Calvinism has been lor a
long time held in wholesome check in Mas~
sachuseits, bul we were not prepared for so
large a numerieal decline in the midst of an
increasing population.  One of our Boston pa-
pers of a1ecent date, brought the intelligence
of the total closing up of one of the orthodox
churehes in that city, which is now to be sold
to any one who will purchase it.  Thus it is
that sterm ol Calvinism with its iron heart
and iron hands is seftening and loosening its
hold before the advancing light ol an tmprov-
ing age.

DEDICATION AT SOMERVILLE, MASS.

The town ol Somerville isin the immediate
vicinity of Boston. It was formerly the agri-
cultural part of Charlestown, but owing foita
inerease in prosperity and population was in-
carporated about three years azo as o dis-
tinet municipality.  In the spring of Tast year
a Unitarian congrexation was gathered there.
A commodions and beantifl churel has heen
ereeted for their accomadation which was
dedieated on 3rd Sept. last. The following
is the order ol the services 1 —

Introductory Prayer, by Rev. My, Stet-

T 9 s . T T ey N . y A
c.un(..~(nos:&, harmony, .m.d L]ldl’{t) . A very | gon of Medford 3 Reading o Seriptures, by
elopuent discourse was delivered in the School | Rev. Mr. Newelf of Cambridge 3 Dedientary

Prayer, by Rev. My, Hodees of Camliidge :
Sermon, by Rev, Mr. Tllis of Charlestown :
Concluding Prayer, by Rev. Mro Gray of

Church. Tn this discourse the preacher urged § Boaton.

The subjeet of dMr. Ellis’s disconrse was,
¢« The Reason, the Assuvance, and the Use of
of Worship” @ ihe text was from I Kings viii.
27 ¢ ¢ But will God indeed dwell on the earth ?

there was also an acknowledged necessity {or | gohold, e heaven, and heaven of heavens,
a more perfeet organization of churches and ; cannot contain thee 3 how mueh less this
societies, which reecived a good deal of atten~ | house that 1 have buikled.?

Dentcation AT Poyrner, Vo—The new
Unitarian meeting-house in Potdvrel, Vi, was
dedicated on September 11, 1845, The fol-
lowing was the order of services :—Introdne-
tory Prayer, by Elder Flazen of Woodstock ;
Reading of Seripture, by Rev. M. Streeter
of Woodstock ; Prayer of Dedication, by Rev.
Mr. Willis of Walpole, N. 1. ; Sermon, by
Rev. A. A Livermore of Keene, N, H. 5 Ad-
dress o the People, by Reév. Mr. Willis 5
Coneluding Prayer, by Elder Kidder of Wood-
stoek 3-Benedietiony by Nev, Mr. Daggelt of
Woodstock.

The discourse was preached from Genesis
xxviti. 17, ¢ And he was afraid, and said,
How dreadful is this place! this is none olher
hut the house of God, and 1liis is the gate of
heaveny? and Timothy it. 5, «TFor there is
one God, and one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus.”  The officiating
ministers of these services belonged {o three
different denominations—Unitarians, Christi-
ans and Universalists,

DrpicaTiox AT Dosrox, Mass.—The large
and beandifully finished House of worship in
Tanover Street, Boston, built by the proprie~
tors of the Second Church, and standing on
the same ground occupied by its predecessor
for a hundred and fifty years, was dedicated
on Wednesday, Scptember 17, 1845, The
serviees were as follows i—Introduetory Pray-
cr, by Rev. Mr. Robbins of Chelsea 3 Selec-
tions from the Bible, by Rev. Dr. Pierce of
Brookline 5 Hymn, written for the occasion
by Rev. Dr. Frothingham ; Prayer of Dedi-
cation by Rev, Dr. Parkman of Boston 3 Chant
of Dedication ; Sermon, by Rev. Mr. Robbins,
Pastor of the Second Chureh 3 Hymn wrilten
for the occasion by John Thomton, Esq. 5 Con-
cluding Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Barrett of Boston;
Benediction by the Tastor.

The discourse was deeply interesling and
impressive.

NoTticr 1o CorrESPONDENTS.
Communications from G. H. and J. N,
Carlton Place, C. W., have reached us, and
shall he attended to in our next.

DEDICATORY SERMON.

Fust Publishey. e
rysiiE FATTIT OF THE UNITARIAN
CHRISTIAN, Exrnasen, JusTIFIED
AND DisTiNGuisneD. ‘ o
: A DISCOURSE . _
Delivered at the Dedication of the Unitarian.
Chureh, Montreal, on Sunday, May 11,1845,
BY THE REV. DR, GANNETT, _
DMinister of the Federal Street Church, Bos’t‘on.v

For Sale—price 7id.~—at {he ' Bookslores of

M. C. Brysox, St. Frapedis Xavier Street,’
and Mr, McKay, Notre Dame Street. . =
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POETRY.

THE SLAVE'S APPEAL.
¢ \Who shall avenge the slave 2’ I stood and cried.
4 The Earth, the Farth,’ the echoing sea replied,
I turnéd e to the ocean: but each wave
Declined to be the avenger of the slave.
<~ Who shall avenge the slave ?’ my species ery,
¢ “The wiads, the raius, the lightuings of the sky.’
1 turned to these : from them one echo rin,—
« The tight nvenger of the slave is men.’
Muan was my fellow—in his sight T stood,
Wept, and besuught bim by the voice of bload,
Sternly he looked, as proud on carth he trod,
Then said ¢ The vight avenger-of the slave is God.’
1 looked 1o Heaven in prayer—awhile ‘twas still ;
And then inethought God's voiee replied, ¢ Zwill’

THE TRIUMPH OI* TRUTHL

Mr, Elwall was a member of the Seciety of
Friends,
in defence of the unity of God, the elergy of
Wolverhampton procured an indictment against

Flaving written and published a bouk

him as w Dlasphemer. He was arvaigned before
Juidge Denton, at the Staiord Assizes in the year
1726.

person.

My, Blwall pleaded to the indictineut in

His munner was characterized by that
Plainness wrd firmuess which generally mavks the
seet to which he belonged.  The following is his
‘own aceount of the trial e ’

Becanse so many persons have carnestly de-
sived 10 1end this winl, 1 have here published a
third edition of it, in ovder to encournge all
honest men, who have the eternal law of God on
“their side, vot to Tewr the fuces of priests, who
are genervally the geand adversaries of liberty and
struth, and the bastiens and bulwarks of a1l ceve.
monies, fopperies, and absurd doctrines that ave
in the world,

Y do this for the glory of the Most High Gud,
-and tor the honour of his sacred law, and for
the good of ull my tellow-zreatnres ; that they
anay obey Gad, aud not man; Christ and not
“the pope 3 the prophets and  apostles, and not
“prelates and priests ;3 and God kueweth this is
my sincere desive, that all religion and spivitual
things may be perfectly free, neither foreed nor
hindered, this being the true liberty of the gospel of
Jusus Christy who said, * ‘Uhe kings of the Gen-
tiles " exereise authority, but it shall not beso
.with you.”

_ About fourteen yearsago, 1 wrote a book, en-
“titled, ¢ A Troe Testiwony for God and his
- Suered Law ¢ beitg a plain, honest Defence of
the First Cominandinent oft G, against all the
Triniteians under Heaven, ¢ Thou :ha't have no
other Gods but me,” ™ -1 lived then at Wolver-
“hampron,- fu Staffordshive,” where ‘my aneestors
bave lived sbove eleven hundred years, ever since
_the Saxoens conguered the Britons,

© When this buok waus publishel, the priests in
‘the conntry hegan to rage, especially the priests
wof Wolverhunpton, who had a great hund iu the
sevetal troubles I undersvent.  Io short, they
never ceased till they had procured a large in-
«ictment inst e at the Stafford assizes ;
where L fele the power of God, enubling me
to speak before o very great number of people,
being aceused of heresy, &o But I traly an-
swererdy, as my beloved brother Paul did in his
duy, viz. © In that way which some call heresy,
w0 choose [ toserve the God of my - tuthers, be-
lieving all that is written in the Jaw and the
prophets.” )

T Atter the Jong indictment was read, T was
nsked it 1 pleaded guilty, or not guiley. I said
I was not guilty of any evil, that I knew of, in
writing that book 3 but it they meant whether
T wrowe the buek or nmet (for they had quoted
many pages of the book in that indictment), 1
oivieil T did write it 5 und that if { might have
diberty to speak, I believed I should mike it
ananifest to be the plain wath of God.

Then the Judge stomd up and said, # Mr. El.
wall, 1 suppuose you have had a:copy of your
fndictment 2" I told him I had not had any
copy of it. " Upon which he. turned towards the
priests, and told ihen that I ouglit to bave had
copy of it.  But they not answering, he tarned
2o e, aud saidy that i 1 would give ball, and
be bound to appeat’at the next assizes, he would
defer my treial il then, But 1 told bim, I
wouald not wive bail, veither should tny man be
bound for me; that if the Prince of Wales him-
self would, he should not ;° for, said [, I have
a0 inuotent brenst aud I have - injared no maan
and thevelore I desive no other fivour, but that
L may have liberty to plead to the indictment
myself e - - .

Upont which he said  very courteously, You
may.  The Judge baving. given we lberty of
plending o the indictment, [ began my speech
with the sucred first commandment of God, viz.
“Fhon shalt have to other Gods but me.”’ | 1
insisted upun the word Me being @ singulur  and

that L was plain and cerinin’ that Gud spake of )

himsell’ av' one single persun or being, and not
thrue ‘distinet persons. - “And .that it was mani-
Sfest, that all she 'chuveh of ‘God, which then
beard thoga- wotds, understood: it jn the same
plain vbviovs sense as I do ;. as Is most evident
from he words of the prophet Moses, who suid
to Isruel thus 3 * Unto thes it was sheweil, thit
thou wightest know thut the Lord he is God,
there Is 1ou2 clse buside him § 'out “of heaven he

made thee hear his voice,”’ &e. I told them that,
from the words He, and Him, and His, it was
certain God was but one single person, one single
He, or Himy or His. I told them, that all the
putriarchs from the beginniug of the world, did
alwiays address themselves to God as one single
being 3 ¢ O thou Most Iligh God, possessor of
heaven and exvth.”  And Abvaham said to the
king of Sodom, ¢ T have litt up wy hand unto
the Lord, the Most High God, the possessar of
henven aud earth,” &e¢.  They knew nothiug of
a Trinity, noe of God’s being a plurality of per-
soha; that monstrous doctrine was not then horn,
nor of two thousand years after, till the apostacy
and pupery besnn to put up its Hlthy head.

Then [ told them, that all the prophets wit-
nessed to the truth of the same pure uncorrupted
Unitarian doctrine ¢ of one Gaody and no other
but he ; have we not ril one Father 2 Uath
not oue God created us 2°' Then I told thew
the words of God to Abraham, * Tan God Al-
mighty, walk before me, and be thou perfect ;7
and by the prophet Isaiab, *¢ To whoem will ye
liken me, or shull 1 be equal 2 saith the Holy
Oune, nat the Holy Three. T told them that the
words Me and Qnedid utterly exclude any other
person’s being Gad but that One single Me;
amd that God himself often testifies the same
truth, by snying, © Is there uny God besides we ?°
And then tells us plainly, *There is no God
1 know not any 3 1 am the Lord, and there is
none else 3 there is no Gud besides me” (Isaiah
xiv. 5.)

Now, said T, let God be true and every man a
linr, that is, every man that contradicteth him ;
for he is the God of truth y he suys ¢ X lift up
my hand to heaven, I say, I live for ever.”

After T had pleaded many texts in the Old
Testament, T began to enter the New, and told
them, that our Lord Juesus Christ, the prophet
like unto Moses, leld forth the same docteine
that Moses bad done ; for when a certain raler
came to ask him which was the first and great
commandment, or huw he expounded it, he told
him the same waords that Moses had said, < ITear,
O Israel, the Lord thy God is one Lovd (not
three,) and thou shale love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart,”’ & And the seribe said,
¢ ‘Thou hast answered right, fov there js bat one
Ged, and thees is no other but he.”  Then I
mentioned the words of Christ, in John xvii. 3,
as very 1emarkable and worthy of all their obser-
vation 3 ¢ This is lite eternnl, to know thiee,
the only trae God, and Jesus Clirist whom thou
hust sent.”  And then [ turned my face divecily
to the priests, my prosecutovs, (whao all steed on
the right side of the Judge,) Now, said L, since
the lips of the blessed Jesus, which always spolie
the truth, say his Father §s the only true God,
who is be, and who ave they, that dure to set up
anather in contvadiction to ey blessed Lovd, who
says his Father is ¢ the only trine God™?

And I stopped to sce if wny of them would
answer 3 but the power of God came over them,
‘so that all their mouths were shut up, and not
oie of them  spike u word. 8o that I turned
abinit “pver ‘my - left ‘shoulder, and' warned “the
people in the fearof Gaod, not to take theie reli-
givus sentiments from men, but from God ; not
from the pope, but from Christ ; nov from pre-
lates nor privsts, but {von the prophets sud apos-
tles.

And then T turned towavds the Judge, and
told him, that T was the more conviveed of the
trath of what I had said, from the words of my
blesserd Lord, who said, “ Call no man Father
here upon earth 5 for oune is your Father, even
Gmle  And eall noman Master 3 for one is your
Master even Christ.”  From bhence, said T, I
deduce this natural inference, that, in all things
that are of aspiritual nature, we ought to take
our religion from God and his prophess, from
Christ and his apostles. It will be too long to
mention all the texts and proofy that I made use
of 3 I will only add ong’or two, as that of Paul,
} Cor. viii, 0, where the apostle tells us,
“ There is no God but one ; for though there be
that ave ealled gods (:ls there be gods many, amd
lords many), both in heaven and earth : but to
us there is but otie Gud, the Father, of whom
are all things :*  so that T told then here was a
plain demonstration, for he says there is but one
SGod, and tells us who that one Guod is, thatis,
the Father.” And therefore, no other person
could be God but the Father ; and what I had
written in oy book was the plajn troth, and
fonnded on. God's own words, ' ¢ Thou shalt
have no other Gods but me."

Iu short, I could plainly perceive there was a
general convincement through the eourt.  The
Judge and justices of the peace did not Yike the
prosecution 3 but saw plainly that, * out of envy
the priests had done it.”' I then began to set be-
tore them the odious naturve of that hell-born
pringiple of persecution, and that it-was hatched
in hell 5 that it never came from Jesus Christ ;3
that be and his folluwers were often persecuted
themselves, but they never pévsecuted any - that
‘we haid now a flagrant indtanee of it in the Pa-
pists at Thorn 5 where they first took away
their schools where our brerhren the Protestants
edneated thefr childedn 3 then they took away
the places of their veligious worship ;. then they
put them in prisons ; then confiscated their es-
ates 3 ound, lust of all, took away their lives.
~ Now we ean ery dut Jowd enough against this,
and shew ‘the infiumanity,. cenélty and birbarity’
of it ; but, it we,'who call ourselves Protestants,
shall be found acting in’ the suine spirit agninst
others, the ciime will-‘be greuter Tn us than in
them ; becaunse -Wweé have attained’ to greater de-

grees of light than they. . :

Howeéver 1 tuld thém, that T had put my

all men ns near as I could ; and that as I owed
no man here anything, so 1 would not pay u
penny towards this prosecution. And that I
was sure of it, that whatever fine they laid on
wme, or whatever hole ov prison, said I, you thrust
e into, I shall find God's living presence with
me, as I feel it this day ; and so ended wy
speech.

Upon this, a Justice of the pence, one Robert
Humpateh, got up, went to the Judge, Jaid bis
hand upon the Judge's shoulder, and said, ¢ My
Lord, 1 know this man to be an honest man, and
what I say, I speak not by bearsuy, but experi-
ence, for | was his next-door neighbour three
yeavs,”  Also another justice spuke to the smne
effect,  Then the Judge spoke to e  Mr,
Elwall, T perceive you have studied very deeply
into this controversy, but have you ever consulted
any of our reverend ¢lergy and bishops of the
Church of England 2 1 answered, Yes T have,
and, among others, the Archbishop of Canterbury
bimself, with whom [ have exchanged ten letters,
viz four | buve had from him. and six he had
from me. (At which words all the priests stared
very earnestly.)  Well, says the Judge, and was
not the Aprchbishop able to give you some satis-
faction in these points, Mr. Elwall 2 T said, No;
bug rather the reverse 5 for that in all the letters
U sent to the Archbishop, T grounded my argu-
ments upon the words of God and his prophets,
Christ and bis apostles ; but in bis answer to me,
he referred me to wets of parlinment, declarations
of state, &e. : whereas I told the Bishop, in ove
of my letters, that | wondered a man of his na-
turitl and acquired abilities should he so weak as
to tarn me over to human authorities, in things
of a divine nature ; for though jn all things that
are of a temporal nature, and concern the civit
suciety, ** 1 will be suliject to every ordinance of
man fur the Lord's sake,” even frow the king
upon the throne, down to the meanest officer jn
the land § yet in things that are of a spiritual
nature, and concern my faith, my worship of
God, and futuve state, I would * call no man
Father upon earth,” nor regard cither popes ov
councils, prelates or priests of any denomination,
vor convocations, nor assemblies of divines § but
obey Guod and his praphets, Christ and his apos-
tles . Upon which the Judge answered, ¢ Well,
il his Grace of Cunterbury wus not able to give
vou satistiction, Mr. Elwall, | believe ¥ shall
not 3 and so he sat down and Tested him ; for
i think he had stood up an hour and a quarter

Then he stood up aguin, and tarning to the
priests, talked softly to them. I did not heat
what they said to him 3 but [ guessed from what
the Judge suid next § for, says hey, ¢ Mr, Elwall,
you eannot but be sensible that what you have
written, being contrary to the commonly recoived
dectrines of the church, it has given offence to
some of your neighbours, and particularly to the
clergy ¢ are you willing to prowise, before the
face of the country here, that you will not write
any more on this head ?*° 1 answered, God foy-
bid that I should make thee such a promise 3 for
when I wrote : this book, " Udid it in the fear of
God 3 and 1 ditt not write it to please the church
of Rune, nor the charch of England, nor the
chureh of Scotland 5 but to please that God who
gave me breath, aud thevcfove, if atany time !
find myself drawn forth to write in defence of
this sacred first commandment, or auy other of
the ten, 1 hope T shall do it in the sune spirit of
sincerity as 1 have this.” And 1 perceived the
Judge was vot in any wise displeased at my hou-
est, phnn, bold ‘answer ; but rather his heart
seemued to be kaitin love to me; and he soon de-
ed me acguitted 5 then the clerk of the ar-
ns or assizes, stood up awd said, ¢ M. Elwall,
you are acquitted ;5 you may go out of court when
you please,”

Sv 1 went away through a very great erowd
of peaple (for it was thought there was a thou-
sand people at the trial). aud having spoken long
I was athirst. so went to o well and  drank.
Then 1 went out of town by a river-side and
looked nbout, sud seeing no one near, 1 kneeled
down on the bauk of the river, and seut up my
thank-offering to that good God who had deliv-
wred e out of their hands.

By the time 1 had. returned to the town, the
court was up and gone to dinner; a justice of
peace and avother person met me, and would
huve me to eat and drink with them, which !
did ; and afurwards, as 1 was walking along
the streeg, somne persons hove up a great sash
window, and invited me up to them ; and when
! entered the vovm L found ten or a dozen per
sons, most of them justices of the peacé, and
amongst them a priest, whem they called Dog-
tor.  Oune of the justices took me by the hand,
and said, Mr. Elwall, 1 am heartily glad to see
you, and I was glad to hear you bear your testj-
mony so holdly. as you did,  Yea, says another

yjusticn, and 1 was glad to see Mr. Elwall come

off with tlying colours as he did ; upon which
the priest sabl (in o viry bitter manner), * He
ought to have been hungeds” T turned unto him,
and said, Friend, 1 perceive thou dost not know
what spirit thou art of ; fur the Son of Man
came not- to destroy, but io save : but thow
wouldst have me destroyed. Upan which one of
the justices said, * How now, Doctory, did not
you henr one oft the justices suy, that he was an
Lonest man, and that what he said was not by
hevesay, but by experience ; and would you have
honest tnen hanged, Doctor 2 1s this good. doc-
trine 2" So that the priese suid but little more
tor soms time’; so 1 took leave of the jusxicl“s,
an took horse for Wolverhampton, for | kuew
there would be’ great joy in my family, for the

‘| common people 1ill; expected to lear of my being

fined and imprisoned, . But: a: farmer, that lived:

house in order, and mode up my. accounts with
1

near> who bad been upon the jury ‘at Stafford,

got to town before me, and the people went all
up and asked him, what have they done to Me-
Elwall 2 Have they put him in prison ? He
answered, * No ; he preached there an hour to-
gether, and our parsons could say never a word.
Whut must they put him in prison for ? . I told
our foreman of the jury Mr. Elwall was an hon-
est many, and his futher was an honest man, X
knew him very well o they were all damped.
But there wns great joy in my family, and
amangst all my friends.  Praises, living proises
be attributed to that good Ged who delivered me
out of their hands ! .

Christ never told us of that new invention, of
his buman nature praying to his divine nature ¢
but, like a true obedient Son of God, subwnitted
to death, even that eruel death which the hatred
and covy ol persecuting, wicked priests inflicted:
on him, beeause he had so pliinly and truly told
them all their blinduess, covetousness, prid:-.', and
hypocrisy.  And therefore ** God raised him
from the dead 3 awd for his faithfulness God has
exalted him to be a prince and a saviour to all
thase that obey that pure doctrine which God
gave him to tench—that, denying ungodliness
and sinful lust, we should live soberly and righte.
ously In this world”  Then are we his disciples
indeed, when we shall do thoss thingy that he
bath commanded.  Then shall we be saved, not
by the merits of Christ,—that is another human
invention ; for he never did any thing but what
was his duty ta do, and therefore could not merit
any thing for others 5 but be taught us the true
way to find acceptance with God, and that was
by ¢ doing the will of his Father which is in
heaven,” and therein he is the way, the life, be
vause no one cometh unto the Father bat by
that way,

Neither did he make satisfuction unto God
for us, Tt was impossible, and what God never
vequired 3 but “ he who had no pleasure in the
dealy of sinners, but vather that they should turn
from wickedness and live,” out of the immesura~
Ule beight and depth of his love, directed our
Lord Jesus Christ to teach mankind a never-fail-
ing way of being reconciled to God 3 and that
was by sincere repentance and reformation. This
wias the gospel, or good tidings, of Jesus Christ
‘ Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is al’:
hand.”  He tells us “ I am not come to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance ;7 and by
that beautiful, excellent parable of the Prodigal
Son, he illustrates the tender mercy of his God
and our God, of his Fauther and our JFather,
without auy satisfaction,  The compassionate
Father required none at all, but humble confesn
sion and submission, with sincere repentance, and
veformation, and then comes * the best robe, the
ring, the shoes, and the fatted ealt,” to demons-
trate the paternal acceptance without satisfaction
or sucrifices “but a broken and a contrite heart,”
which he will never refase, for he can s soon
cease to be God, as cease to be merciful

As to the Trinitavians, nothing s more plain,
than that they feed upon ashes ;. a deceived heart
hath turned them aside,” because they will not
make use of those rational faculties which God
hath given them. nor say, s there not a lie in
my vight hand 2 Otherwise they would never
flatter the humble Jesus, nor make the most high
God to be a plurality of persons,

For as to the Holy Ghost, it is evidently no
distinct person from God, any more than 1 man’s
spirit is a distinet persop from the man j so that
the Spirit of God is God’s Spirit, a8 is manifest
from Scripture tnd reason. Gen. vi, 3. ** My
spirit shall not always strive with man s And
the spirit of God maved upon the face of the wa-
ters;  Aud God said, Let there be light, and
there was light ;5 And God suid, Let there be a
firmament in the midst of the waters ; And God
made all things by the wovd of his power,” . So
that the word of God, and the spivit.of God nre
not distinct persons from God, but the power of
God. and the energy of Gud, :

The sume degree of blindness that Ieads Trini
tarians to call the word of God, snd the spirit of,
God, destinet persons, would Jend them to call
the . wisdom of Gud, the love of God, the good-
ness of God, the peace and wiercy of God, distinet-
Personis 5 and make God a Trinity of Trinities;
for it is certain that Ged js expressly ealled by
all those names, o '

But whosoever goes about to father this ab-'
surd aud contradictory doctring of the Trinity.
upon Jesns Christ, does egregiously’ abuse him,
who told us pluinly, * his Futher wis groater’
than he, and that he could do nnlliing of hime:
self 3 which is a demorStraiion that he is not
God ; for we are sure’ God iy omnipotent, and
can do"all ‘things of himselt; being self-existent’
and indeépendent, the supreme Crentor of the uni=’
verse ; and in this it is. that the Unitminns®
triamph s unanswerable believing - in- Jesus-
Christ, who told us his Futher was the anly true:
God, (Johin xvil. 3.) 4 Father this is eternal
life, that they might know thee, the only true.
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thon hast sent.”.. -

NOTICE.
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