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ANNO VICESIMO-SECUNDO

VICTORIÆ REGINÆ.
.c. p. 

. c. p.
illor.
illor.
illor.

An Act to Incorporate the St. George’s Society of 
Toronto.

"Vt/" H E R E A S, John Beverley Robinson, Thomas 
' ' • Br<>wn, George S. Jones, Robert Dodgson, F. W. 

Coate, George T. Walton, George Bilton, George Thomas, 
Hemy Godson, Julian Sale, Isaac Faulkner, B. Saunders, 
Frank John Joseph, and others, have, by their petit! . .. 
to the Legislature, represented that the Association, of 
which they are members, known, as the St. George’s 
Society of Toronto, has for many years been formed for 
the benevolent purposes of affording pecuniary, medical, 
and other relief to such natives of England and Wales 
and their descendants, as may from sickness or other 
causes have fallen into distress, and have prayed that for 
the better attainment of the objects of the said Associa­
tion, it may be invested with corporate powers, and by 

-, of the good effected by the Association, it is 
expedient to grant the prayer of the said petition : There­
fore, Her Majesty, by and with the advice and

on
Chancellor.

I
reason

consent
of the Legislative Council and Assembly .of Canada, 
enacts as follows :

L.

1. The said John Beverley Robinson, M.P.P., Thomas 
Brown, Geoige S, Jones, Robert Dodgson, F.W. Coate, 
George T. Walton, George Bilton, George Thomas,
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7ACT OF INCORPORATION.

shall be managed by a Committee of Management, con- 
8iatingJ of a President, a first, second, and third Vice- 
Presidents, a Secretary, or Secretaries, a Treasurer, two 
Chaplains; three Physicians, and seven other Members, 
to be elected annually at a General Meeting of the mem­
bers of the Corporation held in conformity to the By-laws, 
thereof, and any five members of the said Committee 
shall be a quorum for the dispatch of business.

3. All deeds, sealed with the Common Seal of the 
Corporation, and signed by the President or Vice- 
Presidents and by some othir member ot the Committee
6f Management, and countersigned by the Treasurer, and ) /

\jione other, shall be held to be deeds of the Corporation : 
i Provided always, that the Treasurer, for the time being, 

may receive all monies payable to the Corporation and 
grant valid receipts therefor.

4. It shall be lawful for the ^aid Coloration to make 
By-laws for the admission and expulsion of members, and 
for the proper administration of the property and affairs 
of the Corporation, and to repeal or amend the same 
from time to time ; and such By-laws and amendments 
shall be proposed and seconded at a previous Quarterly 
Meeting. No number of members less than one-fifth of 
the Corporation (including the presiding Officer) shall 
form a meeting for the purpose of altering such By-laws, 
nor shall any alteration be made therein unless two-thirds 
of the members present agree to it.

5. The General Meetings of the said Corporation shall 
be held in such manner, after such notice, upon such 
requisition, and at such times in the City of Toronto, as 
shall be directed by the By-laws of the Corporation then 
in force. -

6. The usual place of meeting of the said Corporation 
shall be held to be the legal domicile thereof, and service 
at such place of any notice or process of any kind,
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9ACT OF INCORPORATION.

recovered in any action brought by him in the name of 
the Corporation in any Court of competent civil juris­
diction : Provided always that nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to prevent any member from with­
drawing at any time from the said Corporation after pay­
ment of all arrears due to the funds thereof, including 
the annual subscription for the year then current.

11. The said Committee of Management shall yearly 
jn the month of January, insert in some newspaper pub­
lished in the City of Toronto a statement of the amount 
of the funds and property, debts and liabilities of the 
said Corporation,--Certified by the Treasurer and two 
Auditors elected at any General Meeting of the Corpo­
ration.

12. Nothing in this Act shall affect any right of Her 
Majesty. Her Heirs or Successors, or any party or 
person whomsoever, such rights only excepted as are 
herein expressly mentioned and affected.

13. This Act shall be deemed a Public Act.
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11BY-LAWS.

VI. The General Annual Meeting of the Society shall 
be holden on the third Friday in January each year. In 
each year there shall be holden four Quarterly General 
Meetings, viz. : 1st. The Annual General Meeting, and

each on the first Friday of the months of April, 
July, and October. Monthly Ordinary meetings shall be 
held on the first Friday of each month throughout the 
year, excepting in January, April, July and October, as 
otherwise provided.

VII. Any gentleman desirous of joining the Society 
shall, at a General or Ordinary Meeting, be proposed and 
seconded by members, and may be elected by a majority

- pf such meeting, on payment of the first year's subscrip­
tion, and not otherwise.

VIII. The Annual Subscription of members shall be 
Two Dollars. The Subscription year shall be from 1st 
January to 31st December. Any new member elected 
between the 1st of January and 30tli of September shall 
pay the full subscription for the current year; any 
elected on or after 1st October, may be admitted on pay­
ing for the carrent quarter only.

IX. A Subscription of Ten Dollars shall be a Life 
Subscription, and the same shall be invested at interest 
and form a portion of the permanent fund, the yearly 
interest on which only shall be applied to the Charitable 
Fund of the Society. Life Members shall have all the 
privileges of ordinaiy members.

X* The Annual Meeting shall order the investment of 
such proportion of the surplus funds (if any) as may 
appear desirable, and in such manner as may be then 
determined, and the annual subscriptions, with the 
interest of investment, shall constitute the ordinary funds 
applicable to the charitable purposes of the Society.

XI. The Treasurer shall be authorized to advance to 
a distressed individual, a sum not exceeding Two dollars,
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General Meeting of the Society, upon requisition (stat­
ing the purpose thereof) from any five members, and the 
Secretary shall call a special meeting of the Managing 
Committee, either by direction of the President, (or, in 
his absence, the Senior Vice President,) or upon the 
requisition of any two members of the Committee.

XVI. The Chair shall be taken thirty minutes, pre­
cisely, after the hour appointed for meeting, and if there

/be not then a quorum of at least tgp members present, 
the meeting shall be forthwith adjourned.

XVII. Any member in arrears of subscription for two 
years shall be considered as having withdrawn from the 
Society, and his name shall be erased from the list of 
members without further notice, and it shall be the duty 
of the Managing Committee, to sue and recover the 
amount due, in any Court having competent jurisdiction. \ 
No. member shall be entitled to vote at the annual election 
of officers, or at any subsequent meeting, who shall not 
have paid his previous year's subscription.

XVIII. The annual subscription shall be considered 
due and payable in advance, on or before the 23rd day 
of April in every year.

XIX. Any member elected to .fill any office, refusing 
to serve, shall be fined one dollar—and any member of the 
Managing Committee absent from the regular Committee 
Meeting three times in succession, (unless absent from 
home, or in consequence of sickness,) shall be fined One 
Dollar,, and it shall be the duty of the Managing Com­
mittee in all cases to see the fines collected.

XX. The duty of the President will be to preside and 
preseAre order at all the meetings of the Society, and 
generally to watch over and superintend its concerns to 
the best of his ability. In his absence, the senior Vice 
President present shall exercise the authority and duty 
of the President. In case of the absence of the first

BY-LAWS.
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15BY-LAWS.

facing or speaking on suck subjects he shall pay a 

fine of one dollar.
XXVI. The members of this Society shall faithfully 

observe and conform to all the rules and regulations that 
shall be made by the Society, and entered in the Books 
thereof, on pain of being dismissed from it and having 
their names erased from the list of members.

XXVII. If the majority of all-the members present at 
any general meeting shall vote for the expulsion of a 
member, his .name shall be erased, and he shall never 
afterwards be admitted to any meeting of the Society, 
unless again elected by ballot, as in the first instance : 
provided always, that no proposition for the expulsion of 
a member shall be in order, unless one clear month’s 
notice has been given of an intention to submit it at the 
then next ensuing quarterly meeting.

XX VIII. The Banners and Flags of the Society shall 
not be used except on occasions where the Society, as a 
body takes part in the proceedings, or where the Society 
is represented by its OEcers.

XXIX. That at any Quarterly or Annual Meeting the 
members present may, on one month’s notice previously

^ given, elect any one of its members an Honorary Life 
Member, in considération of services rendered the 
Society, and als6 may elect any distinguished person 
eligible to become a member, in like manner for services 
rendered either the Society or the Country, and such 
honorary member shall be entitled to all the privileges of 
an ordinary member.

XXX. An Obituary Record shall be kept by the 
Secretary of any member of this Society who may here­
after die ; stating his birth and parentage, if known, date 
of admission as a member, his position, general charac­
ter, and such other facts in regard to him ap may be in- 
teresting to chronicle. Such Record to be published & 

with the Annual Reports.
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FOR 1863.

The recurrence of this season imposes upon the Com­
mittee of St. George’s Society, the duty of presenting 
their Annual Report. They consider themselves justified 
in congratulating the Society on its present prosperous con­
dition, and on the general efficiency of its interior economy. 
During the past year the Committee have met weekly at 
4 o’clock, at the Society’s Office, in the Victoria Build­
ings, which as a rule was kept open from eleven until four 
daily ; so that parties desirous of obtaining assistance in 
their business, and men in distress, or in search of employ­
ment could make their wants known. It is however not 
impossible, that further improvement may be made in the 
organization, and the Committee 
appointment of 
various duties of the officers generally, would result in 

benefit—that of the stewards being exceedingly ill-

>

are of opinion, that the 
special Committee to consider the

some
defined—and possibly other offices might be increased in 
efficiency by their responsibilities being established. They 

i believe also, that it would much assist the working of the 
society, if monthly statements of the Receipts and Expen­
diture were furnished by the Treasurer in detail. Were 
ruled forms prepared, the labour would not be serious •. 
and the information which these statements would convey, 
would enable any member of the Committee to examine

1
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advancement.
The funds of the 

follows
Stock in the British America

Company.........................
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Total.........
The total number of members on
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Kelly, H. J. Kirby, J. Moor, J. D. Ridout, Dr. Scadding, 
Jas. Worthington, John Worthington, and Jas. Gooderham 
Worts.

îad been neg- 
iture could be 
the amount in

t

Such cases of sickness as it was necessary to refer to 
the Physicians of the Society here received immediate and 
careful treatment; and the physicians, Drs. Hodder, Bovell, 
Hallowell and Berryman, deserve our thanks for their 
services on all occasions gratuitiously given.

Tne annual ball in aid of the charitable fund was held 
in the Music Hall, on 20th February. It could not but be 
gratifying to the members to note the general interest 
which was taken in it by the whole community, and by 
the officers of the garrison and other guests who did us 
the favour to attend. The pecuniary result was an 
increase to the fund of $76.45. The experience of the 
Committee suggests to them the propriety of making some 
remarks on this point. As this annual ball has become an 
established practice with the Society, so it becomes pru­
dent to consider, how it can best be made successful. 
Some discussion on the subject has taken place at more than 
one meeting of the Society, and it may be said, thtifrt has 
received no little attention. It must be evident that when 
the object in view is to aid the charitable fund, no elabor- > 
ated splendor is desirable* But on the other hand by 
care in decorating the room, by attention to those who 
are good enough to attend, by system and proper arrange­
ments we may meet all the requirements of fair criticism, 
Likewise it is desirable to obtain the attendance of as 
many as possible. Hence to- establish the price of the 
tickets is a matter not without difficulty. In no way to 
bind their successors, in no way to pledge the society to 
& future policy, but simply as an opinion which they 
communicate from a sense of duty, and to some extent as a 
guide to their successors in office,, they would place on 
record what they consider the price of the tickets should 
be, viz. :—
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some years past the practice of members assembling and 
dining together has fallen into desuetude. In other parts 
of Canada, that mode of observing the national day of 
their fatherland is pertinaciously adhered to ; and in our 
o#H city the Irish and Scotch Societies follow it with 
laudable regularity. We can see no reason why this 
Society should be an exception to this rule. We therefore 
hope that on the next 23rd of April, the members will 
come together in the kindly spirit which ought to ani­
mate them. For such events do good. Many meet on 
these occasions, who have little intercourse elsewhere. 
Henée prejudices are softened, and asperities are toned 
down. We learn to know and understand each other 
better. A spirit of kindliness is engendered. We listen 
to differences of opinion with more respect. And 
this attrition of mind with mind leads us to unlearn 
many errors, and to think in a more wide, tolerant 
and catholic spirit. » We consider that meetings of 
this character celebrated with moderation and tem­
perately obtain these results j and we trust that the 
St. George’s Society will hereafter act in that spirit of 
goodwill which marks the sister societies, and, as they do, 
will celebrate their national day by some festive com­
memoration.
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It having been the custom during Her Majesty’s happy 
reign, to observe her birth-day as a holiday in every part 
of the British Empire, it has been usual for this Society 
to play a prominent part in the festivities which have 
annually taken place in the city. As it was the Queen’s 
express command that no demonstration should mark the 
birth-day of last year, it became the duty of us all to 
acquiesce in her wishes. Not merely in compliance with 
the request, but from the powerful feeling of sympathy 
we all entertain of the loss which the Empire equally with 
Her Majesty had sustained in the death of the PrinceFor

&
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distribution commenced at one o’clock, on the afternoDn 
of Christmas Eve, and was completed by half-past six, by 
which time the following provisions were given away :—

Beef, Mutton, &e., 7,224 lbs. ; Geese, 4; Pigs Heads, 
3} Potatoes, 156 bushels; Turnips, 156 Bushels; Cab­
bages, 84 heads; Apples, 1 barrel; Flour, 1 barrel; 
Quartern Loaves, 542 ; Tea, 15 lbs. ; Coffee, 6 lbs. ; 
Sugar, 10 lbs.

Of those relieved a very large number were not English. 
But as the store of provisions entrusted to us was suffi­
cient to meet every call, the geographical question of birth; 
but rarely raised at any time by Englishmen, was entirely set 
aside. It was enough that the applicant was in distress 
and considered worthy of assistance. Our object, so far 
as lay in our power, was to diffuse some ray of content in 
that season of peace and good will. We venture to hope 
that we did not entirely fail in our purpose, for so far as 
we know not an applicant went away unsatisfied.

The Committee look back with some pride to the part 
which the Society took in inaugurating the subscription 
for the Lancashire operatives. When the fact became 
known of the terrible distress in England, it was felt to 
be the duty of every portion of the Empire without regard 
to its latitude and longtitude on the earth’s surface to 
contribute towards solacing it. Some movement had 
already been made to this effect in Eastern Canada, and 
as no appearance of similar exertion could then be seen 
in this city, ythe members of the Society felt that, as 
Englishmen, with great propriety they could make use of 
the organization at their disposal and collect subscriptions. 
A meeting was therefore called and a committee appointed 
to solicit subscriptions. It was by no means wished that 
the movement should be limited to our own members. 
The books of the collectors engaged in obtaining sub­
scriptions especially set forth that the sums were “collected

23
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Ïhè duty and that the St. George's Society were quite 
ready to merge their more limited operations .«wider and 
moi extended efforts. The matter thus pointedly brought 
before the community attracted immediate attention, 
the fee in-t once became quite general that he coUee-
ion should be taken up by the City. A public meeting

ailed, at which the Mayor presided,much enthusiasm
was-manifested, and the result has been that $18,647 00
have been collected for this purpose in Toronto and the 
neighbourhood. And we may claim without exaggeration 
that to the exertions of this Society ^success m no 
limited degree may be attributed.

The constitution of the Society 
Act of Incorporation declare the intention and objects we 
fboidd have in view. It is there stated, that the Society
fit "for the benevolent purposes of affording pecuniary

T ill other relief to such natives of England and

5=552^58=5-air-s'rjrs-Jfvt
infirmity and age to earn their bread, or incapaciated 
from poverty to seek work elsewhere-it is not simply 
hese whom we pretend to aid; but we hkew.se profess
o list with our advice and help any newly arrived 

English immigrant who may appeal to ns. With some, the 

opinion has been entertained that our dutl=s "of 
immediately with the immigrant. But such a limitation ot 
onr interference is not warranted by our constitution ; nor
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ffit suggested by'any principle of feeling and expediency. 

, Why should we listen unmoved to that suffering, the very 
progress of which has been made within

!
our experience, 

when we would solace the same misfortune in one arriving 
from the mother country 7 Generally speaking there is 
always a field for labour for able bodied and,industrious 
men of good habits, in some part of the province even if 
not in onr immediate neighbourhood; and not the least 
among the good offices which we can extend is the dis" 
semination of correct information on this point, and tho 
bestowal of aid towards reaching the district where labour 
is in demand. But even in a country like Canada, where 
a certainty of future comfort and prosperity awaits the 
agricultural settler ; where land yet widely unoccupied is 
obtained with ease, and a few years’ steady toil 
tainty will ensure independence ; even here in the cities too 
often we find much distress. We must bear in mind, that 
as in older communities we have no legislative provision 
for the poor. Neither our provincial nor municpal govern- 
ments have attempted to meet that great problem of 
modern civilization, which for the last five centuries has 
been the perplexity of statesmen and philanthropists—the 
case of the distressed poor. It is very evident that those 
men whose wealth lies in their strength are divided into 
two classes : those who can obtain work on which they 
can exert it, and those who cau find no employment. So 
far as our history has gone, this division of the able 
bodied labourers has not existed. 'There always has been 
eventually a livelihood for such as these, however for the 
moment they may temporarily undergo privation, either 
with ourselves or in the United States. Even the female 
portion can without difficulty find service with the farmers. 
Indeed on this point, we believe that the demand exceeds 
the supply. But there must ever grow up in cities a 
certain number of the population, decrepit, stricken with
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what little assistance we could tender was really given to 
relieve actual distress. Fortunately such cases hitherto 
have been neither of a number nor of such frequent 
recurrence, as to make a consideration of this view of the 
question paramount. It is not without interest in the 
examination of this problem to find, that in England, 
nearly two centuries after want and poverty had become ^ 
the subject of statutory enactment, and before the first 
compulsory assessment for the relief of the, poor (1562) 

established by authority, means similar to those 
adopted by the national societies of Canada, were inculca­
ted by statute for the relief of the poor of that day, (27 
Henry VIII.Achapter 35,) in 1535. The Magistrates were 
ordered that they should “in good and charitable wise 
take such discreet and convenient order by gathering and 
procuring of such voluntary alms of the good Christian 
people,” “as the poor, impotent, lame, feeble, sick or 
diseased people not being able to work may be provided 
holfen and relieved so that in no wise, they or none of 
them be suffered to go openly in begging.” That the 
act itself was inoperative to meet the mischief is not an 
argument why wd should relax our efforts. The altered 
circumstances under which we live, the general prosperity 
growing from our free institutions, the illimitable territory 
of good soil with its forests standing untouched, within a 
few hours’ distance, have spared us from the presence of a 
large unemployed class ever on the verge of starvation.
Wé rather offer homes to the homeless. All public men 
whatever be their political views fully recognise .that 
much of our future strength and prosperity must to no 
little extent be developed by a judiciously conducted 
immigration. Therefore however numerous may be the 
cases of individual want and how frequent soever the 
call upon us for assistance, a long period of time must 
elapse and great changes occur, before legislation will be 
demanded.
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little by the example of our fathers if we degenerate into 
mere sentimentality, and recognise only what is pleas­
ing to our vanity or useful to our interests. Such patriotism 
is well stigmatised as. mere geographical selfishness, 
rather should shew
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the examples of the illustrions men of our 
race who have lived before us. Our memory may appeal 
to mght to^ the form of that gallant Englishman, who, 
having received a mortal wound at Zutphen, when raising 
to lus fevered lips a cup of water, met the eyes of a dying 
soldier fixed on his with agonising longing, stayed his 
hand to give the drink to his poorer comrade with the 
words, “ friend thy necessity is yet greater than mine,” 
So let every .Englishman in Canada feel, that it is his duty 
to md as best he is able the suffering and distress, with 
which any of his blood may be afflicted. Every man 
according to his power can scatter abroad some sunshine 
how small may be the ray, and so far as his power lies 
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WILLIAM KINGSFORD,
1st Vice-President.

w. H. WARNE,
Secretary.Toronto, 16th April, 1863.
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STATEMENT OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS <
RECEIVED BY THE ST. GEORGE’s

CHRISTMAS DISTRIBUTION TO THE

SOCIETY, IN AID OF THEIR 

POOR—VIZ: —Ëiâ
|93 \donation in kind.

IsSSFPFEts1 Morse?' K S^sSsssrks;aeo-L' Alla”' W™!
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