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INTRODUCTION.

F not already arrived, the time is not far distant when the re-
proach so-ofien flung at this country, that we have no antiquities,
will lose even the appearance of truth, and the- world will look with
interest and awe on some of the mightiest monumerYts of anthuxty
which stand above the surface of the earth, as they are opered to
view in the western country. The grandeur of Egyptian ruins and
" pyramidal tombs will cease to attract the undivided attention of those
who look after records of the earliest times. The ruins of Nineveh
and her neighboring cities will not be the only memorials of the men
who lived in the age of Semiramis and her immediate successors. It
“can not be any longer doubted that there has been a day when tkis con-
tinent swarmed with millions of inhabitants, when the arts and sciences
flourished, when men lived, and labored, and reigned, and fought, and
were in turn conquerors and conquered, subjects and kings, where now
the deep silence of the forest has overcome all such evidences of life
_and civilization. Nineveh, and Egypt, and Greece, have left, in almost
imperishable stone, the relics of their magnificence. The Ameri-

can nations have left their record in the soil, and have written their |

history in legible and ineffaceable characters on the hills and valleys
of their beautiful land, from Labrador to Patagonia.

From looking at these relics with silent wonderment, and reaard-
ing them as entirely inexplicable, antiquarians have begun to investi-
gate more closely the plans of their formation, and gradually find
evidences that indicate their design, and explain their origin. But
as in the Egyptian hieroglyphics, a keystone and a Champollion were
needed to open to the eyes of the world the stories of the Rameses,
so there is yet needed in this country a key to the history which the
mound-builders have left recorded in their works.

And from the very nature of the subject, it does not appear prob-

able than any better key can be obtained than that afforded by tradi- -
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6 INTRODUCTION.

tion. . The successors of the mound-builders, either more or less re-
motely, were the North American Indiang. ‘Through them,should
it be possible to recover any fraditionary history, there might be a
dim and uncertain, but still a welcome light thrown into the dark-
ness of that oblivion which has hitherto enveloped the men who
built the great works of the Scioto, Miami, and Mississippi valleys.

And such traditions do exist. Itis the object of this volume to
present them in a form that may make them valuable for antiquarian
pirposes. The author has had opportunities for examining the
mounds of North and South America possessed probably by no other
person, and, as will appear in the course of the volume, has devoted
many ‘years to the examination of them.

In the course of these examinations, I became acquainted with the -
remarkable man, whose name appears on the titlepage of this
volume. ]

In the spring of 1840, I resolved on making some explorations in
the valley of the upper Mississippi,with the design of gratifying a
curiosity that I had long indulged in the survey and examination of
certain tumuli located in that neighborhood. I had recently devoted
some time and attention to the interesting valley of the Scioto, which
never fails to furnish its visiters with matter of surprise and admira-
tion, in view of the vast amount’of labor by unknown hands, in the
excavation of deep ditches, and in the construction of massive walls
and herculean mounds of earth whose origin is hitherto inexplicable.
Many of those grand and wonderful works, however, had been pre-
viously interrupted, and some almost entirely obhterated in the prog-
ress of agriculture;-and the building up of towns and villages ‘that
are continually rising with magic speed on the ruins of an unknown
and extinct race. I, therefore, resolved to seek the evidence of their
origin on the broad spread plains of the northwestern prairies, and
in the dense, dark shade of the forest, where the track of the plough
had not been seen, and the sound of the axe had not yet intruded.

Thus prompted solely by a love for.the investigation, without any
design of publishing to the world a volume on the subject, I proceeded
to St. Louis, Galena, and‘,Pfairie du Chien, the latter place being then
a frontier military post Within nine miles of the line drawn between
civilization and barbarism. Here I commenced my far-western re-
searches by excavation and survey. I soon discovered that the In-
dians were displeased with my interruption -of the graves of their
departed friends, many of whom they had here, in_imitation of their
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white neighbors, deposited in mounds. Some of them tendered
their services to guide me to works equally mtcrestmg to me, and
less-sacred to-them. I accepted their offers on several occasions,
and discovered that I gave no offence to any, in the excavation of
such as they pointed out to me. After becoming somewhat familiar _ E
with some of them, I resolved to proceed up the river. Having pro- T
vided myself with a small sail-boat and outfit for a tour through their J
- territory, I set sail for the interior.

On my arrival at Cappili Bluff, I formed an acquaintance with a
young chief of the De-co-ra family, who marifested some interest
in my mission, and furnished me with an interpreter, and we pro-
ceeded on our way. On our arrival at Prairie la Cross, I learned

“that an aged Indian acquainted with the history of th¢ mounds,
whose name was De-coo-dah, a man of undoubted veracity, revered
and respected by those that knew him, had arrived at the lodge of
Wah-con De-co-ra, and would tarry some days to participate in tho
enjoyment of an annual festival. I resolved to seek an interview,
and learning that the feast was to be held in the vicinity of Prairie
la Cross, concluded to wait his arrival. I commenced the survey
of some fnounds in the. neighborhood. De-coo-dah being informed
that 'thére was a white man making pictures of the mounds, im-
mediately visited me, accompanied by Wah-con De-co-ra, whose
-~curiosity becamhe somewhat enlisted at seeing me survey, and de-
hneate on paper, the mounds in their. relative local position. From
my notes, without the presence of the objects, I endeavored to con-
vey to him® an idea of the power of figures in giving distance, alti- -
tude, and posuum, but he-did not seem to comprehend my meaning.
De-coo-dah silently Tlistened with deep and thoughtful interest, and
soon realized their use and power. - Addressmg himself to De-co- :
ra, he remarked that those figures were signs "that conveyed. ideas .. -
in their various forms or shapes, designating difference in dlstance s
through their change in formation, and that their different significa-
tions could only be known by vocal instruction. He then gathered
ten pebbles and laid them in a pile on the ground, and desired me
to give the figure denoting 1. I did so. He laid one down, and
called for the figure 2, and continued his line until he had laid all
in a row, distant a few inches from each other. He then counted
them, and beginning at the. first, he “pointed at the figure 1, and so
continued to count, designating the figure that represented each "
number up to 10. He thus conveyed the idea of the use of figures

A A
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8 INTRODUCTION. .

to De-co-ra, that I had failed to convey by the use of language.
Thus I discovered that he was a man of no ordinary talent and in-
telligence among Indians, and I determined, if possible, to secure his
friendship, and in token of mine, presented them some trinkets. They
received them with an air of dignity, and De-co-ra, on their de-
parture, gave me an invitation to visit him the next day, and par-
take of Indian hospitality. I did so, and was cordially received,
and bountifully fed. The conversation soon turned to the subject
of the mounds, and De-coo-dah desired to know my -object in
making pictures of works that were almost everywhere to be seen,
adding that white men cared little for them, and were in the habit
of destroying them, wherever they came in contact with their con-
~ venience, or militated with their imaginary interests, or excited their
_ curlosity. ‘ .

I replied, that it was in consequence-of that fact that I gave my

time and attention to the investigation of their form and arrangement.
" That coming generations might know that this great country had once
been full of people whom their fathers knew little -or nothing about.

“ But why,” said he, “ does not the white man leave the record
on the earth where it belongs ?” — « Most of white men,” said I,
% care but little about things -that are not directly connected’ with
their real or imz;ginary pecuniary interest ; but there are some white
men that delight in promoting the welfare of others.”

He then, with a scrutinizing air, fixed his eyes steadfastly upon
me, and looked me full in the face for a minute, turned to De-co-ra,
and exclaimed, “ A good man—a good white man!” Again fixing
on me his eyes that now beamed with benevolenee, he added, “ The
red man’s friend,” and extended his hand. - I received it witha
cordial grasp; he drew from his belt the big pipe of friendship, of
antique structure, formed with a double tube for the admission of two
stems, and asked for tobacco. I handed him a small plug, which he
-took, and after mixing it with bark, and rubbing them well together,
filled the big pipe, introduced two stems, each about two feet long,
sat down in front of me on a mat, and asked me to smoke with him.
De-co-ra lit the pipe, and we soon filled the wigwam with the
fumes of friendship.

This being my first formal Indian introduction, the exercise on my
part was rather awkwardly performed, and gave rise to no little mer-
riment among the females of the De-co-ra family, which was prompt-
Iy rebuked by De-coo-dah. This was a new feaiure to me in the
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manners and customs of Indians. I had never before heard a re-
buke to mirth under any circumstance, and it very much increased
my admiration for De-coo-dah.

As soon as the ceremony of smoking was dispensed with, the con-
versation turned to the mounds, and De-coo-dah spoke of many
singularly-formed works, some of which I had previously visited,
surveyed, and retained the drawings. Of such, I presented .the
draughts for his inspection, and was delighted with his immediate rec-
ognition of them from position and relative arrangement. In several
of the draughts, however, he noted omissions of works that he repre-
sented as standing in connection with those presented in the draw-
ing.

I then informed him that I designed surveying ‘all the mounds on
and in the vicinity of Prairie la Cross, and those of Wa-ba-shaw
Prairie. - He very kindly tendered his services to aid me in the -
work, and was of much service to me, not only in directing my
attention to works partially obliterated, but also in pointing out
others along the second terrace of Black river. The leading topics
of conversation in the progress of our survey at Prairie la Cross and
Wa-ba-shaw Prairie, turned on the genealogy of the Indian tribes.
I was much interested in the detail of the life and adventures of De-
coo-dah as related by himself; but the genealogical descent that he
claimed for himself, he reserved for future detail.’ '

The intimacy which subsequently existed between us, has left an
impression on my mind never to be effaced, and I am glad of an op-
portunity to make as imperishable, as paper'and type can make, the
stories which the old man had treasured as sacred. He would be
glad himself to know that they were recorded as they are in this
; volume.







ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES.

INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

THE author in presenting this book to the public claims
for it at least the merit of novelty and originality. There -
“are but few of the kingdoms or countries of the old world that
have not celebrated, in poetry or sober history, the mighty
relics of their ancient empires. This is true of Greece, Rome,-
Babylon, Egypt, Hindostan, Tartary, Africa, China, Persia,
Europe, and even of many of the smaller islands of the ocean.
But it yet remains for America to awake her story from sleep,
to string the lyre and nerve the pen, to tell the tale of her an-
tiquities, as seen in the relics of nations, coeval, perhaps, with:
the oldest works of man. ‘

This curious subject, althongh it is obscured beneath the
gloom of ages, of which but little record remains, has never-
 theless that record written in the dust, in the form of mighty

mounds, aboriginal fortifications, and complicated tomuli, to-
gether with strange paintings, ancient skeletons, earthen effi-
- gies, and antique scalpture, that we imagine are worthy of
* rank among the most wonderful antiquities of the world.
~ And the subject is curious, not only on account of their
number, magnitude, and complication of arrangement; but
also on account of their obscurity of origin.
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Place the monuments, and secret repositories of the dead,
together with the innumerable groups of complicated tumuli,
and monstrous embankments, resembling fortifications, that
abound in America, in any part of the Old World, and how
would the virtuosi examine them, and the antiquarian fill
volumes with their probable histories! Their fame would be
conveyed through learned bodies, and made imperishable in
costly volumes, while the inquiry would never cease until
completely answered as to who were their builders, what
their age, whence their origin, and whither they have gone.
Every gleam of rational light would be welcomed with avid-
ity, and research would in time be amply rewarded.

It would seem that no less ought to be expected at this day
in America. While the trave]ler grows weary in Asia with
tracing the time-worn trail of the centuries, or breaks the
hard lava that encrusts the evidences of volcamc ruin, or sifts
the dust in the desecrated: catacombs of Egypt; or while the

linguist reviews the history of primeval literature on the

broken tablets recovered from long entombment in the vaults

* of time, why should less interest be manifested in the equally

ancient relics of this broad country, which lie scattered in
every state, and whose history is legibly written onthe sur-
face of her soil, from the Alleghany to the Pacific, in mighty

‘mounds, strange effigies, and Herculean embankments ?

Forewn travellers have not unﬁequent]y complamed that
Amenca presents nothing like ruins such as are seen in other
quarters of the globe: no dilapidated Walls, moss- covered
turrets, or crumbling abbeys.

" But what are moss—clad turrets, or crumbling abbeys, that
bear on their bosoms the impress of era and natlonahty, com-
pared with our everlasting artificial hills, that have outlived
history, tradition, and era—the workmanship of hands un-

- known, the alpha of primeval monumental effort— whose

origin in the absence of historical fact, must necéssarily rest in
conjecture, traditional history, and circumstantial testimony ?

That those mounds or monuments interspersed over por-
tions of every continent of the globe, are the work of human
Lands, we presume can no longer remain a matter of doubt
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in any enlightened or well-mformed commumty Even a

superficial examination of their form and relative arrange-.

ment, can not fail to impress the mind of the observer with
full conviction of a design.in their construction; and, in

taking an extensive view of the various groups, comparison -

will prove an equally manifest plurality of design. :
The first and most important query that presents itself to the
mind of the inquirer of the present day, seems to be, at what

era, and by whom were the mounds originally constructed ¢
In answer to this query, aided by the sacred historian, we re- _

mark, that ‘during the lifetime of Cain and Abel, in tho days

of Adam, sacriﬁce was offered unto the Lord ; and the offer-

ing of sacrifice presupposes a place of offering, or an altar on

Wlnch sacrifice may be offered. It may scarcely be pre-

sumed that mechanical knowledge, at so early an era in time,
could have extended beyond the construction of the earthen

mound. And, again we read, that as soon as the waters of .

the flood were assuaged, Noah built an altar, upon which to
offer sacrifice unto the Lord. And this being the first work

of Noah in his advent frem the ark, fairly 1mphes the custom

to be of antediluvian origin, brought with him from beyond

the flood, and not only sustains the idea of the extreme an-.

tiquity of the earthen mounds, but most rationally accounts for
their appearance throughout portions of every quarter of the
globe; if we admit that from' the family of Noah, the whole
earth was repeopled, as recorded by Moses, who declares
that, in the days of Peleg, Noah divided the earth between
his three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhet. In the examina-
tion of this geographical division, we find that all Africa was
.-set apart to Ham, the temperate zones to Shem, and the frigid
zones to Japhet; and in all those zones we find, in great va-
riety of form and arrangement, the earthen mounds ' _

We read again, that as recently as in the days of Lot and
- Abraham, in thelr migrations, at each place of sojourning,
where any circumstance of 1mportance occurred, there they
~ built an altar. And that altars of earth, by dlv,me authority,
were built in those days, we learn from the 20th chapter of
.Exodus, 24th to the 26th verse inclusive: — -
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“ An altar of earth shalt thou make unto me; and shall
sacrifice thereon thy burnt-offering, and thy peace-offering,
thy sheep and thine oxen. In all places where I record my
name, I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee.”

Here we perceive that the altar of earth was not only rec-
ognised" as a holy place, but was also nsed as an abiding
record But even in those days we imagine that the reveren-
tial respect originally cherished for the mound had ceased to
be general, and their desecration had become common ; for
in the 33d chapter of Numbers, and 53d verse, we read
that the deacendan’cs of Ham, the cursed of Noah, in the days
of Moses, were idolaters, that built high places, and worship-
ped pictures; that the Israehtes were commanded to pluck

down and destroy. . Now it is in those days that we find evi- .

dences of the deposite of statnary in the mounds representmg
the gods of India, and idols of almost every land ; for it is
most evident that in the expansion of the Israelites, the idola-
ters who have ever been attached to, and more tenacions of
their ceremonial rites than Christians, were reduced to the
pzcessity of entombing. or hiding their gods in the sacred
mounds, that they might there secretly worship them.

The spirit of Christianity and the love of idolatry, even at h

that early era of history, during the personal intercourse of

God with man, and from that time to the present day, have

never ceased to wage an unceasing war; and, in the dawn
of theology, she seems to have enlisted in ber train all the
trappings of idolatry—such as images and pictures. The
sun, the moon, and the stars, bave all been objects of ‘adora-
tion from the earliest ages-of the world. In the 17th chap-
ter of Deuteronomy, we find Moses imposing the penalty of
"déath on those that Worshlpped the sun, the moon, or any of
the heavenly bodies. ,
From the earliest era in. time known to history, sacred or

-profane, there would seem to be something like an innate pre-

disposition in man to indulge in symbolical worship; and the
symbols of every age savor much of the refined taste or

- savage passions of those that employ them. The brazen ser-

pent, the golden calf, the heathen statuary, and the painter’s

<
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pencil, have, each in their turn, had their admirers and de-
votees; and, although the subject of American antiquities
is everywhere enveloped in mystery, we indulge the hope
that future investigation will yet bring to light much matter,
that will not only be interesting to the present age, but vi-
tally important to coming generations. For if it is pleasing
as well as useful to know the history of one’s country, to feel
a rising interest, as its beginnings are unfolded, its sufferings,
its wars, its struggles, and its victories, delineated, why not also,
when the story of its antiquities, though of a graver and more
majestic nature, is attempted to be unfolded or rehearsed ?

Traits of ancient nations in the Old World are everywhere
seen in the fragments of dilapidated cities, pyramids of stone,
and walls of immense length ; baut here, in North America, is
found the wreck of empires, whose ending, it would seem, is
older than the beginning of pyramids, and whose history may
only be read in the: imperishable relics of tumuli, and such
great records.

We may be permitted, however, to presume that a literal
or hieroglyphical record was once used by the Greeks and
Romans, more definite than any known to us, that was buried
in the flames kindled by the Goths and Vandals, who over-
ran the Roman empire, destroying. their accounts of discov-
eries, and history of antiquities, and casting over the regions

they subdued, the gloom of barbarous ignorance, congenial \

with the shades of the forest, whence they originated.

This presumption is predicated on the fact, that mankind
have, from the earliest eras known in history, continned to
keep a record of events, either literally, hieroglyphically, or
throngh tradition, in every age of the world; and we advert to
‘Greece and Rome, not only because they were the most en-
lightened nations of their age, but because a national amalga-
mation, calculated to concentrate the knowledge and science
of both nations, actually existed. Alexander the Great was
.a Grecian, and flourished about three hundred years before
Christ. The origin of his nation is said to have been J. apetus;,
who descended from Japhet, the third son of Noah. Now
let it be observed that the Macedonian kingdom, of which
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Alexander was not only the last, but the greatest monarch,
commenced about eight hundred and fourteen years before
Christ, which was sixty-one years earlier than the Romans;
consequently the annals of this nation must necessarily bave
run baek to the flood, and may have reached beyond; but
revolution after revolution has left the world to discover-over
again many arts and sciences familiarly kndwn to them ; and
we are among those that believe, that North and South Amer-
ica were not only known to the Romans and Grecians, but
were formerly taken possession of, and colonized by them.
Nor is this opinion founded in mere conjecture; on the con-
trary, it is sustained by an antiquarian record of literal im-
port, discovered by a farmer of Monte Video, in Brazil, in
1827. In one of his fields he discovered a flat stone, upon
which, to him, strange and unknown.characters, were en- .
graven ; and beneath this stone he discovered a vault formed
by masonry, in which were deposited two ancient swords, a
helmet, dnd shield. This planter caused the flat stone and
deposite to be removed to Monte Video, where, in spite of

" the ravages of more than two thousand years, Greek words

were easily made out, which, beinig translated, were as fol-
Jows : —

“ During the Dominion of Alexander, the son of Philip,
King of Macedon, in the sizty-third
Olympiad, Ptolemaios.”

On account of the ravages of time it was impossible to de-
cipher the rest; but on the handle of one of the swords was
the portrait of a man, supposed to represent Alexander him-
self. On the helmet there was sculptured work, executed
with the most exquisite skill, representing Achilles dragging
the corpse of Hector around the walls of Troy.- From this
discovery, it is evident that the soil of Brazil was formerly
broken by Ptolemaios, more than a thousand years before the
discovery by Columbus. But in North America, with which
we are-more familiar, we conceive the evidence of a Roman
and Grecian population to. be equally conclusive. On the
bank of the river Desperes, in Missouri, was found by an In-
dian and presented to Governor Clark, a genuine Roman




INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 17

coin. A Persian coin was also found on the bank of the
Olio river. We are not, however, of the opinion that the Ro-
mans or Grecians inhabited, either singly or jointly, at any
era, this entire continent; but that Asia, Africa, and Europe,
have each contributed to swell the population of the western
continent at different eras. Some of our reasons for enter-
taining tlh:is idea, arise out of the great similarity existing be-
tween the tuinulous. ruins of those several continents. Many
enclosures, similar to the Roman camps deseribed by Jo-
sephus, may yet be seen in the valley of the Mississippi. He
represents those camps as being four square by measure,
adorned with towers at equal distances, with gates or places
of entrance on every side. At Marietta, in Ohio, may yet be
seen the remains of one of those camps, with its elevated
squares at each corner, more than one hundred feet square,
and nine feet high; and various other earth- -works, similar
in construction, may be seen north to the lakes, and west to
the Mississippi, west of which, we doubt whether the Ro-
mans ever held empire.  The same historian also tells us that
the Danes and Saxons reared their military works in circular
form. This fact admitted, we have at various points along
- the Ohio and Scioto rivers, the works of both —sometimes
*isolated, and sometimes in union. Notwithstanding the cir-
cular and square enclosures chiefly abound, there are, never-
theless, many large enclosures that are meither round nor
square. This fact wonld seem to be indicative of a still
further distinction in nationality, such as is recognised in the
earth-work of central Africa—enclosing villages and cities.
That those structures have not originated with the present
Indian tribes, or their aneestors, is abundantly evident, in the
fact, that they never have used thein, either as enclosures or
places of defence, nor are they recognised as snch in their
traditions. Composed as they are of materials imperishable
as the base upon which they rest, they continunally present to
view, in form, maumtude, and strncture, so singnlar an ap-
pearance, th.xt they coald not possibly fail to attract attention,
and elicit inquiry from the most thoughtless of human beings.

And as it is wellknown to all idmllmr with the Nortb
P
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American Indian character, that there are none in the family-

of man that retain a moeire sacred reverence for ancient

nationality, it is utterly impossible that they ever could, under
Y such circumstances, have lost sight of their use and origin:

The circular works of the Danes and Saxons so frequently
found in England in connection with the Pentagon or Doom-
ring of Denmark, stretching in a continuous line from Browns-
ville, in Pennsylvania, throngh Wisconsin, Canada, Green-
land, and Iceland, to Sweden direct, we conceive to be strong
‘'evidence of the migration of the Danes, Belgians, or Saxons,
at some unkno‘&n.ela in time. -

There are other cor roboxatmo' circumstances tbat go to
prove the correctness of this presumption: first, we find no
cohesponding earth-works south"of"Pennsvlvania and, sec-
ondly, we observe a mich greater variety in the hysical
formation of the aborigines of the north, than is seen in the-
same race in the south.

This we conceive to be indicative of international amalga-
mation between distinct races, and one quality of that distinc-
tion carries with it the general outlines of the Anglo-Saxon
family, while the characteristic form and feature of the Asiatic
Tartar is universally preserved in all the tribes of the south.

Should we be snddenly transported into the desert of Libya,
in Africa, and should we there behold in the dense forest a mas-
sive temple, with trace of no human existence within a thousand
miles. of its location, with towering spires bearing a cross, sur-
rounded. by urns’ or, should it even be found among savage
nations, that were utterly ignorant of its primitive design,
‘what would be our conclusion as to its origin and use? Would
we not recognise in such a structure, the crucifixion of Christ,
-and attribute its origin to the hands of his followers and wor-
‘shippers ? we certainly should.  And why? because the
cross is the symbolical representation of that erucifixion. Yes;
P with one accord, without a dissenting voice, we would at-
o ‘tribute the origin of this temple to the Christian church.

. Then when we find on the shore of the Monongahela, or the
- highland of the Kickapoo, the identical Doom-ring of Den-
o ‘mark, why should we hesitate to ascribe its origin to the an-
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cient Dane? If the Dane, the Roman, and the Persian, may
in the early times, have miade their way to America, is it not
rational to conclude that other nations may have done the
same ? :

Ancient Egypt, first in science and famous in art, has also’
left her impress here. In 1775, some of the first settlers in -
Kentucky, whose curiesity was excited by something remark-
able in the arrangement of stones that filled the entrance fo a
cave, removed them, and; on entering, discovered a number
of mummies, preserved by the art of embalming in as great a
state of perfection as was known by the ancient Egyptians,
eighteen hundred years before Christ, which was about the
time that thie Israelites were in bond'we in Egypt. This cus-
tom, it would seem, is purely Egyptian, and was practised in
the eallnest age of thelr natxun_al existence.

A customn so peculiarly characteristic of that people being
found here in a state of perfection, not exceeded by the

mother-country, most evidently leads to the conel nsion, that a

-colony from Egypt, or some nation of Africa, acquamted with
the art, at same era inhabited that region of country.

For a trait “of national practice so strong and palpable as is
this peculiar art, chould lead the mind w1thout hesitation to
the belief, that wherever it was practised, its authors or their
pupils existed. And if. the Egyptians may indeed be reck-
oned among the first nations, as history plainly indicates, if
from them was derived the art of navigation, and the knowl:
edge of astronomy to a great degree, and the unparalleled in-
vention of letters, with many other arts useful, and almost
necessary to the very existence of society, it certainly requires
no great stretch of imagination to believe the authors of the
antiquated works of Kentucky to'have been, indeed, the work
of a colony from Egypt. '

But the antiquarian recgrd of those regions has not left us
entirely dependent on this art. The sculptor’s chisel, and the
painter’s pencil, have also contributed their part to record the
history of American antiguity.

In a cave or cavern on the nérthern Qhoxe of the Ohio
river, about twenty miles below the junction of the Wabash,.
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the interior walls are smooth, and covered with paintings and

sculpture, grouped in sections and clusters, that bear the evi-
dent impress of primitive design. On the rocks of Digltgn,

ln Massachusetts, near the sea, bave been discovered Phdzm—
cian letters, legibly engraved ; a strong evidence of the pres-
ence of Pheenicians, or their descendant g, on this continent,
at some unknown time. On the island of Malta, in the Med-

iterranean, we learn, from various, historians, the Phoenicians

once held dominion, and were in the habit of depositing their
dead in caves. Near the junction of the Illinois-river with

. the Mississippi, we discovered and entered one of those

Pheenician depositories, containing a mass of dust 1esembhng
the decomposition of animal matter, equal to the remains of
thousands.” And in various earth-w oxl\s of the west, we also
find, in deposite, the murix-shell— a sea shell-fish fxom which
the ancients procured the famous Tyrian purple dye, used in
coloring -the royal, robes of km(rs. This shell is known to
have been highly esteemed by the Hindns,.and is used by
their Bramins as the musical instrument of theu gods.

‘Thus in the Losom of the turf-clad mound, in the hidden
caverns of the earth, in the remains of the soil, in the customs

of . nations buried in time, aided by art and science, by the

scnlptor’s chisel and painter’s pencil, we are enabled to trace,
amid the gloom of barbariar rule, the ancient-existence of the
Roman, the Grecian, the Persian, the Egyptian, the Pheeni-
cian, the Dane, and the Hindoo.

This continent, sitnated as it is, embxacmg a]most every

- habitalle climate of the globe, with snch an immense amount

of fertile soil, susceptible of so dense a population, has been,

" and is deitined again to become, the great hive of nations.

All Europe is pouring forth her swarms, and America is

hiving them ; the towering forest of the north bows down be-~

fore them, while the wide-spléad plains of the prairie in the
west are continually receiving them, but the red man’s days
are numbered. And when we contemp]ate this diversity of
population; dxﬁ'enno' in manners, customs, habits, and re-
ligion, it no longer remains a matter of wonder that his total
extinction bLlOUld be the resuli.

3
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Little less than three centuries ago, North America was
exclusively occupied by the red man of the woods. The very -
‘0il on which we tread and toil, three centuries ago sustained
its millions of human beings without the aid of axe or plough.
But whither bave -they gone? Forty-two tribes, familiarly
known in the history of this countrysasithin one century and

_a half| have become entirely extinct, an(frinve scarcely left a

_trace of national existence behind them. Philanthropie
“statesmen may fold their arms, and tell us they are moving
them west; but forty-two tribes bear mournful testimony to
the fact, th‘\t we are moving them to eternity. Two centuries
from the date of our mdependence will leave our most

- remote western frontier without an Indian-trail. Five centu-:
ries from the date of the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth,
will have extingnished and buried in oblivion the entire .

_nationality of unnumbered millions. And if such be the fate
of nations that have once possessed this magnificent country,

“if such-utter extinction be the manifest destmy of the lordly
race thiat- have made their homes and their graves on and
under the soil-we now tread upon, certainly the American
will value resear cheswhlch have been made with a view to
perpetuate the memory of Tiations that have preceded those
that are now falling into ruin.

The author has opened their sepulchres and viewed the al-
most incredible masses of their dust, has entered their cata-
combs, and handled their embalmed bodies, has traversed
their funereal caves entombing thousands of their dead, and
now offers to the public a portion of the results of his investi-
gations, with the earnest hope that his labors have not been
altogether vain, and that he may at least reap a reward in
ﬁndmo attention aroused to the great works of American an-

tiquity.
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CHAPTER 1

CONICAL STONE CEMETERIES.

Aboriginal Cemetery.

IN Frederic county, in the state of Virginia, in the spring of
1812, my attention was arrested by the remains of an an-
cient stone-work that bad previously been partially demol-
ished by the removal of about four hundred wagon-loads of
stone, used in the construction of a mill-dam in the vicinity.
(See plate H, figure 1.) This work was situated on or near
the summit of a prominent elevation of undulating land that
commanded an extensive view of ‘the lowland, or second ter-
race of the Oppequan creek, where, as we judge from the
many relics that have been found scattered on the surface of
the earth, and laid bare by the share of the plough, there
once stood a populous Indian village, now represented by the
infant village of Wadesville, situated about nine miles north-
east of Winchester.

This stone-work was located about one fourth of a mile

b
§
b
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southwest of the village. It occupied a base of about seventy
feet, and previous to the first work of demolition, towered to
the height of thirty feet. The work was of circular form,
gradually contracting from base to summit, terminating in a
sharp cone, resembling in general outline the common form
of the truncated earthen mound of the west; tlre exterior

structure was firm and compact, being laid with care, and
-composed of stone of various dimensions and natural form,

bearing no mark of tools. The main body, or interior portion
of the work from near the base, seemned to have been formed of

stone of various sizes, of from four to fourteen inches in diame-
_ter, promiscuously thrown together to the summit, mingled
with fractured bone, apparently in the last stage of decompo-

sition.

Having become a resident of the farm on which it stood,
we frequently visited the premises for the purpose of examin-
ing its contents and primitive design, until ultimately we’
came to the conclusion, that it was an Indian cemetery, and
for several, years our reverence for the dead permitted it to
remain without further desecration, and we visited it on]y as
a place of contemp]atwe resort. Finally, however, in con-
versation with an antiquarian friend, Doctor Johnson, he re-
marked, that he viewed it not as a cemetery in common, nsed
for the interment of the dead at the time of their death, but
thought that it had been formed in the deposite of the bones
of the dead gathered together from distant and remote points,
and that it had been a monument of national import.

He further remarked, that his great-grandmother had been
many years in captivity among Indians, and became ac-
quainted with many of their ancient traditions; among which
they beld one relative to the origin and use of the stone
mound, representing it to-be of ancient national import, dedi-
cated to the great, containing only the relics of great kings,
prophets, and chiefs of signal renown, that were gathered_ {o-
gether periodically, and deposited in strata from time to
time until the monument was full, when a new cemetery was
commenced. After receiving in detail the foregoing tra-
dition, my curiosity became so much excited that reverence
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faltered, and I recommenced the work of desccration. The
work being yet about six feet high, I resolved on penetrating
the centre to the base ; and, at the cost of much labor, removed
the stone. Opening a space of about five feet in diameter, I
descended, occasionally finding some small or broken decay-
ed bones, until finally I came in contact with a flat rock that
I was unable to remove without additional aid; I, however,
soon secured the assistance of some schoolmates, and raised
the slab, when we discovered a vault of three feet in length,
two in breadth, and fourteen inches deep; this vault con-
tained a considerable quantity of dust, mingled with small
particles of bone that were brittle and easily broken.

On examination it was readily ascertained, that this rude
stone vault was first erected onithe surface of the earth,
and covered with stone promiscuously thrown around and

upon it. The work remained without further molestation for -

several years, until, finally, in the construction of a railroad
from Winchester to Harper’s Ferry, it was totally demolished,
the track striking its centre, and an excavation of several -feet
being reqnired, no vestige now remains to mark the” spot

where the dust of ancient heroes lay. .

This vaulted place of deposite so rationally according in -

its contents with the doctor’s tradition, engendered a desire
for the acquisition of Indian tradition that thirty-five years
has failed to entirely satiate, and the author indulges the hope
that before the red-man’s inevitable doom of total extinction
is consummated, many of the mysteries that now becloud the
antiquarian page, may be rationally made clear,

" The stone mounds or cemeteries of North America are evi-
dently of Indian origin, and were copied from the more ah-

cient mound of earth. Abundant evidence of that fact is
had, not only in tradition, but also in the fact that they uni-

versally present themselves as cemeteries, wherever they are

found, which is most evidently not the case with earth-works
of other and varied forms. But wherever the earthen mound
is satisfactorily recognised as a cemetery, it appears in the
conical form. The entire absence of earth-works in large dis-
triets of country where the stone mounds abound, is evidence
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of distinct originality, that is also further sustained in the
fact, that the stone mound has not yet been known to contain
in deposxte, any article indicative of art more refined than
those common among savage nations. Nor do they present -
the various modes of deposite indicated in the mound of carth.
In the total and partial demolition of many stone cemeteries,
we have only discovered one that retained indications of fire.

SACRIFICTAL STONE CEMETERY.

About four miles west of Winchester, in Virginia, on the
premises recently in the possession of Doctor Gray, may yet
be seen the relics of the only stone cemetery that we have dis-
covered - bearing the impress of fire. The greater portion of

_its naterial having DLeen removed, it now appears in the
stricture of stone fences enclosing the Jand over whicl it once
lay promiscuously strewn. (See plate H, fig. 2.)

This cemetery although of small dxmenswns compared with

many others of similar furm, presents features distinct from all
others that appear east of the Allegany Mountains. Al-
though similar in exterior form and arrangement, the interior
central base bears the evident impress of intengé heat.

The primitive base diameter of this work was about twenty-
five feet, and the perpendicular altitude eleven. In reinoving

- the upper portion of this work, we discovered nothing singu-
" Jar in the arrangement of material, but found maiiy fragments
of decayed bone as we descended, until we approached the
base. About fourteen inches above the surface of the primi-
tive earth, we came in contact with a stratum of small stone,
mingled with earth and small particles of charcoal, about six
inches in depth; on removing this stratum, we discovered
that it rested on a firm, solid pavement of sandstone,
that was regularly arranged and difficult to remove. The
body of this work was formed of blae limestone. Our in-
creased curiosity dictated the entire removal of the upper
mass, and this being done, the pavement presented the inte-
rior form of a basin, eight feet in diameter, and seven inches
in depth, curbed around with flat stone placed on edge, in-
clining slightly inward. On removing this pavement, we dis-
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- covered that the stones bore the impress of fire, and as we

advanced to the centre, indicated great heat; some of them

- erumbled in removing, and others were easily broken.

Some suppose this basin to have been used in the offering -
of sacrifice, others, that it was designed for a furnace to smelt
metal, and some of our frontier Indians, with whom we con-
versed, represent it to have been used as a festival oven, in
which ‘animals were roasted whole. This latter seems the.

most rational idea, as the ceremony of roasting the festival--

dog whole, is yet observed by some tribes who dig a pit and
fill it with heated rock, the animal being enveloped, and the
pit covered with earth to retain the steam. The dog-feast
being a sacred feast, the oven would consequently be held
in reverential esteem, and may have been used as the sacred
repository of the last relics of a migrating nation, or as a
sacred cemetery by their conquerors. '

That this spot was esteemed sacred, is further attested in the
appearance of six ancient excavations running in a due west
line from the cemetery, resembling those now seen west of the
mountains, traditionally represented, by some of the abori-
gines, to have been used in the ceremonial preparation of the ~
festival-dog. * , :

That those excavations are of very ancient origin is attested
in the presence of timber of several centuries’ growth firmly
rooted in the embankments formed in the excavations.

The superficial observer, however, may not be esteemed al-

- together chimerical in fancying that he recognised mineral

Pits, inasmuch as they do resemble in relative position, the
excavations that are found in the lead regions of the North-
western territory, and known to be old Indian lead-diggings ;
but the more ecritical observer will readily find manifest

- dissimilarity in form ; the excavations termed  Old Indian-

diggings being circular, while these are- oblong, preserving
the form of the Indians’ festival-oven. From ignorance of this
peculiar distinction, the unpractised prospector in newly-dis-
covered mineral regions, frequently bestows much toil in vain,
Thus in view of all the circumstances, we ¢an not but ree-
ognise in Doctor Gray’s Indian grave, a sacrificial cemetery.
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STONE CEMETERY.

In the vicinity of the upper source of a small stream called
the Cow-Pasture, in Bath county, Virginia, on a prominent
‘elevation, surrounded on all sides by precipitons declivities,
we discovered a medium-sized stone-work, having thirty feet
Jbase diameter, and eight feet in Leight, of conical formn, and
which remaining unmolested, presented a rare invitation to
critical research. ~ (See plate I, fig. 8.) It being formed
of small stone, we commenced the work of demolition at the
summit, and continued to descend to the depth of about two
feet; we there came in contact with a thin flat stone about
‘two and a half feet sqnare, and three inches thick, bearing no

maxL of tools except the rude outline of the form of the deer.

sculptured on the lower surface; after carefully removing the
stone above, we raised the s]ablocl\, and readily percelved
that it was intended as a cap, or covering, to a singularly-
formed vault, evidently designed for the reception of a hu-
man body in standing posture. It was about six feet in depth,
and in form resembled an inverted- churn, or firkin, being
widest at the top; it was constructed of flat stone, rudely ar-

ranged in circles, without slime or mortar, and presented a -

tolerably smooth interior surface. It contained some frag-
ments of bone mingled with dust, with no other perceivable
deposite. On~further examination we discovered on either
side of the vault, fragments of bone appareutly deposited in
two stratums, as leplesented in cut 8. This work seems to
oceupy an 1so]ated position, there being no other stone-works
of ancient origin in the vicinity, and in the examination of
many stone-wmks in various portions of the country, we have
discovered but one similar in construction.

P
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CEMETERY OF EARTH AND STONES.

This is a singular work, sitnated in the midst of the Alle-
ghany mountains, about twelve miles south of the National
road, leading from Cumberland to Wheeling, in Virginia, on
or near the great Crossings river, and on the west side of the
same. My attention was called to it by J. Smith, an aged
pioneer, and old hunter in those regions, with whom I acci-
dently entered into controversy, about the existence of
earthen mounds in the mountains, and by whom I was kindly
piloted to, and aided in the examination of this one. It pre-
sents a novel and singular feature in the ahpals of tumulus
record. (Sec plate II fig. 4

On approaching the wm],, it presented to view a regularly-
formed truncated earthen mound, having a base diameter of
eighteen feet, and a perpendicu]ar altitude of seven and a
balf, being clad with dwarfish lanrel and other diminutive
shrubbery and herbage thinly scattered over the surface.

I ascended to the summit and commenced an excava-
tion in the centre, while the old man, aided by his two sons,
started a drift at the base. After penetrating to the depth-of
about fourteen inches, I came in contact with a smooth, flat
stone of black slate, of about thirty inches in diameter, and
two and a half inches thick: This arrested the attention of
my companions, and they ascended to aid in disinterring it.
In removing this stone, we opened a vault precisely similar
to that discovered near the Cow-Pasture, containing a skele-
ton, or parts of a skeleton, much decayed; the skull, how-
ever, retained form sufficiently perfect to warrant its identifi-
cation with the human species, but too much decayed for pres-
ervation. The body was evidently interred in an upright po-
“sition, but the decayed bone bad tumbled into confusion. I
proposed putting the cap on.the vault, and replacing the
earth; but the old man responded, that “it was a d—d In-
dian, and he would never show them any quarter, dead or
alive; they murdered his mother, crippled his father, and
had shot at him, but he had bored nineteen holes in their
hides, and he would now mash that skull, and make it an
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“even score; and he raised a large stone and hurled it
with force to the bottomn of the vault, crushing the little mass
of Lone to dust.

On’ further examination, we discavered that the coat of
earth that concealed the interior stone cemetery was much
thicker at the lase, presenting a body of four feet from the
surface to the stone-work; thus it is ascertained that the
stone occupied a base of ten feet, and a perpendicular altitude
of about six, that was probably covered when first formed
with a stratum of earth of about two feet in depth. This,
from the wear and wash of time, would necessarily increase -
the body at the base. At what era, and by what people
this cemetery was constructed, yet remains to be ascertained ;
but I imagine it to have been a freak of fancy, indulged by
some eccentric individual of notoriety among the stone-mound
builders. This being the only one of that order of construe-
tion with-which I have come in contact, I am yet unwilling
to attach to it a national character, independent of the earth
or stone-mound builders, but leave it as I find it, an amal-
gamation or union of both.

And I remark that in the examination of stone-mounds in
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Olio, and Indiana, much
the greater number present bones generally dispersed thr'ongh-
out the body of the work. In some, however, system or order
is apparent in the appearance of Lones indicating regular
strata of deposile one above the other, and about fifteen miles
northwest of Lafayette, in Indiana, I find a large number
of small stone piles adjacent to each other, indicative of single
- deposite. Thus’ I have discovered in the progress of exam-
ination, five various modes of deposite observed by the stone-
mound builder. ’ ‘

And yet I do not believe the deposite of the dead in

-stone-mounds, ever was practised in America as a general or *

common mode of Lurial by-the masses, even of the stone-
mound builders. The isolation alone forbids the indunlgence
.of the opinion, even in regions where they abound most; inde-
pendant of the fact that_large territories of country are en-
tirely destitute of them.

.
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CHAPTER II.
MODERN ABORIGINAL CEMETERY.

A MONG the North American Indians of the present day, va-
rious modes of depositing the dead are practised ; almost
every tribe has its peculiarity in mode of burial; I design,
however, to treat of those only with which I am personally
familiar. I would observe, in this connection, that most of
the tribes that linger.along the lines of civilization occa-
sionally inter the dead in imitation of .theit white neighbors,
but they rarely sink their pits more than eighteen inches
or two feet deep, and manifest an aversian to deep graves,
especially mothers in burying their departed infants.

Along the lines of our frontier settlements the mother, in
depositing her infant, seeks the most secluded spot in some
narrow vale near a stream of living water, on the second ter-
race of the stream, that is not subject to inundation, where
she imagines the white man will never fix his babitation.

To such a spot she bears her babe, accompanied by a few
near relatives, and with ber own hands removes whatever
may chance to occupy the spot of her choice; then, with a
small hoe or hatchet, scoops out an area sufficiently capacious
to receive the body. She then gathers dry leaves and makes
& soft couch upon which she places the child, snugly folded
in a skin or small blanket, around which the mother and near
relatives form a circle, to give vent in grief, in singing a
death dirge, all in sitting posture. They weep freely, beat-

. ing the earth with their hands for the space of about one hour;

then arise and, all except the mother, retire to gather bark or
guitable sticks, to form a, covering for the corpse. When
gathered; she places them around and over the body in such
manner or form as her fancy may dictate, then all unite in
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covering the pile with leaves and earth to the depth of about
four inches. They then cut small poles and make stakes that
they drive in the ground in a circle as represented in Fig. 5,

plate H. They then obtain a stake from which they remove
the bark, and make it as white and smooth as possible, about
five feet long, and drive it in the ground outside of the en-
closure, near the grave. On this stake they place a white
flag. This flag is desmned to act as a guard or protection
against the encroachment of carniverous animals, and answers
the purpose admirably, for no ferécious animal will approach
it; and thus the body is protected,.and permitted to decay
unmolested on the surface of the earth. -

If the infant be a male, entitled to hereditary chiefdom, or
other honors, hieroglyphical characters are impressed with
vermilion on the guard stake, indicative of that fact; but if
a female; the wlnte stake is dispensed with, and several white
flags are appended to the Jonger stakes t}nt enclose the grave,
as represented in Fig 5, p]ate H. 1In the spring of 1842, 1

witnessed the funeml ceremonies of a male infant, near a

small stream called Sly-magill, a-tributary of the Mississippi,
in Clayton county, Iowa, near a large spring of pure water,
that rises within a few poles of the stream on its south side,
about two miles distant from the river. The child was a
member of the family of Wah-con De-co-ra, principal chief of
-the Winnebago nation, and a great number of hieroglyphical
characters were impressed upon the stake of protection, indi-
cative of lineal descent; but my endeavors to obtain a literal
rendering, were vain, my acquaintance with their language
being limited, and most of the party being in a state of intox-
jcation. I a]so witnessed the funeral of female child in-
terred with similar ceremonies, about seven miles distant,
near a small stream denominated the Bloody-run. In this
case there was no hieroglyphical stake, but many white rags
were pendent on-the stakes, constituting the enclosure repre-
sented in Plate H. fig. 6.

- The mode of interment of children that can claim no genea-
logical descent from chiefdom is similar to that above de-
scribed, except as to the manner of enclosure, their graves
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being gecured by a pen covered with small poles, and the
white rag being suspended from a small pole placed at the
head or foot of the grave.

In the funerals of adults, I observed four modes of deposite
of which figures 7, 8, 9, and 10 are descriptive. Fig. 7

& represents a body placed on the ground at the root of some

favorite tree, designated by the individual previous to death
the body is sustained in a sitting posture by means of bark or
cords that are drawn around the trunk of the tree, pressing
the body close to the same, and is gnarded by flags until, in
decomposition, it falls to the earth. The bones are then re-
moved by the surviving friends, and deposited in piles, with
those of their nation that have died before them.

Fig. 8 presents a view of the body of an Indian suspended
in his canoe between two trees, where it Temains until the
canoe decays and tumbles to the earth. His bones are then

removed as above. Fig. 9 represents a body laid on the

ground, and enclosed in a pole-pen.

Fig. 10 represents-a body lying on a scaffold formed by
setting posts or forks in the ground, wpon which poles are .
placed The body, rolled in skins or Llanket, is laid thereon
where it remains until the structnre de‘?ays, and the bones

" fall to the earth: they are then heaped together, and decay

in mass.
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CHAPTER III.
SOUTH AMERICAN TUMULL

HAVIN G presented- the reader with a sketch of some of
the circumstances that prompted us to an early investi-
gation of this subject, with the results in reference to the stone

c8meteries of North America, I now proceed to detail the’

incidents that finally led us to the critical examination of
tumuli.

Previous to my exploration of the great va]ley of the Mis—
sissippi, I resolved on visiting South America. On the 3d
of March, 1826, I secured passage on board the Douglass,

Captain Fowler, bound from the city of New York for the

island of Curagoa, and in twenty-one days we arrived at that
port, where I again shipped on a small schooner for the
continent.

The wind being fair, and the weather fine, we, soon came
in sight of the towering peaks of the majestic mountains
that skirt the coast, and on the morning of the second day,
found our vessel safely anchored in the harbor of Porto Cabel-
lo, a strongly-fortified commercial city, inhabited by a motley

mixture of nations, varying in color from a pale sallow white,

to the blackness of ebony. After spending a few days in this
city, I resolved to visit the interior of the country, and for
that purpose purchased a mule, and engaged an interpreter.
About the 1st of April, I set out with Antonio, my inter-
preter, for Valencia, a small inland town on the plains, dis-
- "—tant from the sea about twenty- five miles. After proceeding
a few miles, we began to ascend one of the lofty spurs of the
Andes, by a crooked and narrow way, winding around the
points of frightful precipices ; but we reached the summit in
safety, and found ourselves perched on a pinnacle several
3
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thousand. feet above the level of the ocean, of which it com-
manded an extensive view. Here we dlsmounted to enjoy,
for'a short time, the luxury of the mountain breeze.

* Seating myself on the®summit of a huge rock that com-

manded 'an extensive view of water and land, I cast my
eyes on the sea, and beheld, with varying emotions several
sail that were homeward bound. ’

Turning to the land, a prospect the most sublime that I bad -
ever beheld, greeted my vision, in view of an unbroken chain
of lofty mountains on my left, clad in shrubbery and grass,
greén aiid ripe, presenting the rainbow shades of green piled
up in rolling waves as far as sight could scan. On my right
lay a vast plain in graceful undulation on which the horizon
seemed to rest, and in their midst the little fresh-water lake
of Valencia fanned by gentle zephyrs, presenting a bosom
that resembled molten silver bordered with graceful green.

After enjoying the cool, refreshing breeze for about an
hour, we resumed our journey, and soon reached the village
of Valencia, where I found an old school-mate with whom I
had previously spent many days in youthful pastime. He
welcomed me to his home, and introduced me to his wife, a
tidy, little, dark woman—heiress, however, to a wealthy
Frenchmanswho resided in the vicinity.

Thence, in company with my friend, Mr. R. Rey, and’
others, I proceeded on a visit to the battlefield of Carra-
bobo. - At that place a vast number of human bones remain
to bleach on the earth, and present a nielancholy feature in
the landscape.

Observing in the vicinity a large earthen mound,.our at-
tention was arrested, and we proceeded to examine the struc-
ture, and soon perceived that it resembled in form others that
I had previously noticed in North America. On our return
to Valencia we visited a group of truncated mounds, more
diminutive in size; but, on critical examination, we perceived
apparent order and relative - arxangement—the entire group
oceupying a square aréa:of ‘about ten acres, with a mound in
the centre, larger than any other in the group, surrounded by
a circular range of small ‘works. The novelty of the arrange-
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ment induced me to enter in my diary a descriptive note,
dated, May 9th, 1826. On my way from Valencia to Ca-
racas, I observed some small works that were partially de-
stroyed, and tarrying at St. Philippi, where we passed the
ﬁight, we were informed by a padre that there was a singu-
Jar arrangement of earth-work about thirty miles south of the
lake -of Valencia, and from bis description, I was led to
suppose it a fac-simile of the works of Circleville, in Ohio.
On my return from Caracas I visited the premises, and

discovered that while it retained the outline of Circleville

in Ohio, the mode of construction was entirely different. (See
plate AA, BB))

. The work consisted of two circles (as seen in the plate), the
interior circle being formed of truncated mounds connected
by a wall of about tlnee feet high] entirely around the circle,
except at the point of entrance. The truncated works had a
base of about thirty feet, with a perpendicular altitude of
about six, while the base of the wall nowhere exceeded fif-

teen feet. This wall was surrounded by a ditch about twelve:

feet wide, and from two to three in depth bemg full or level
at the entrance of the circle.

In the centre of this circle, which enclosed an area-of about

three acres, there is a square work of sixty feet base, and
three feet in height, and on this work there is a truncated
mound of thuty feet base, and six feet in height, giving the
whole work an altitude of nine feet.
. About forty poles distant from the ditch, there is a circular
range of flat truncdted works surrounding the whole, situated
equi-distant, thirty feet from each other, having an altitude
of four feet, and a base diameter of sixty.

About cne mile southeast of this circular work, there is a

" work similar in construction, but differing in form, as repre-
sented incut A A. This work, occupying a square area of
about three acres, presents in the centre a square earth-work
of fitty feet base, and four altitude, being smooth and flat on
the summit, surrounded by a wall with a twenty-foot base
four feet high, but with no vestige of a ditch within or with-

out. The wall is surrounded by truncated works of twenty
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feet base, and four in height, distant from base to base, about

— twenty feet; these are also flat and smooth on their summit.

~In travelling many hundred miles in various portions of

P the country, and viewing many works, we discover none
similar to those above described, nor did we observe any
elongated works like those which are so common in various
parts in North America; but the conical or truncated works
abound in many parts of the country.

The works that most attracted our attention we found on -
the plains of Appura. They are of pyramidal form and of va- '
rions dimensions. Some of them present a smooth and even
surface, while others, of large dimensions, are formed with
stages one above the other ﬁom near the base to the summit.

Those of the largest order generally stand aloof from other
works and alwa)s appear on extensive undulating plains oc-
cupying the highest points in the v1c1n1ty of thelr erection.
(See plate BB.)

On the plains of Appura there are several of the ]arger
order of those pyramidal works, some of which are several
hundred paces in base circuit, the general form of which is
given in plate BB, fig. 2. Not having at that time in con-
templation the pubhcatlon of a Work on the subject, we
regret that we failed to survey with critical accuracy any of
those stupendous works. - The stages are in general arranged
from eight to twelve feet above each other, presenting a level
base of from five to seven feet.

When we take into consideration the simplicity of imple- .
ments used in antiquarian warfare we are ready to conclude

~ that this mammoth mound was once the Gibraltar of the
plains, and nothing of warlike character could exceed the
g grandeur of a b(attle maintained from the base to the summit
: of this herculean pyramid. Always located on an undulating
rise, commanding the highest natural summit in its vicinity,
it ia 50 admixably adapted to the defence of its occupants,
that it can scarcely be 1macvmed to have been erected for any
other purpose. .
alits The visiter, seated on the summit of one of these pyramlds
5 looking over a vast and luxuriant plain. can not fail to see, in
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imagination, the scenes which have taken place around his
point of vision in former times. His fancy fills the distance
with the habitations of a great people; the fields teem with
grazing herds, and all around the land is rich with cultiva-
tion and plenty.

The pleasant scenes of domestic life, the watchmg patri-
arch, the proud matron, the youthful lover, the group of glad
chiidren all are before him. Anon the scene changes, and
Le perceives the tide of battle rolling over the beautiful land-
scape, and all its waves centring at his feet. On the lowest
stage, the tight with lance, and sword, and club, is fierce and
deadly ; from the second terrace pours showers of arrows,
backed with stones and missiles from above, while the feeble
and the women and children, on safeheights, view the doubt-
ful battle from the summit. . But the flood of battle slowly
rises from terrace to terrace, till the last blow is struck, the
last arrow leaves the bow, and the remorseless waves of war
sweep a nation from the face of the earth. The bones of the
slain are gathered in a pyramid, and the fortress and the
mound constitute the only relic of the extinet tribe. Such,
we have no doubt; was the origin of many of the massive
heaps of human dust that are scattered abroad on this con-
tinent.

Nore—See Frontispiece for a view of plate B B, figure'?, on a larger scale.
This plate represents the author’s conception of the design of this form of mound.
Such structures are found in greater numbers, and of larger and more imposing
appearance, in Central Ameries, .than elsewhere. They deeresse in size and
number on coming northward, and are scarcely known north of the mouth of
the Ohio. Considering the weapons of war most in use by the mound-builders,
their peeuliar habits, and such other testimony as appears in these pages, the
plate may be considered a fair view of a battle-scene on one of those mighty
fortresses. The author’s conception was fully confirmed by De-coo-dah, who re-
peatedly informed him that such was the tradition of the object of these ter
raced mounds, as hagded down by his fathers,
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CHAPTER IV.
FIRST TOUR OF THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI

HAVING observed many singular works and strange ar-

- rangements of tumuli in South America, in which I
became much interested, but without coming to any satisfac-
tory conclusion respecting their use or origin, after my return
to the United States, I devoted much time and attention to
this subject. In the spring of 1829, I located myself in
the Miami valley, in the state of Ohio. This region, abound-
ing in tumuli, presents a field of investigation worthy the at-
tention of the antiquarian and archesologist. The diversity
of form, complication of arrangement, and amount of labor
bestowed in the construction of these works, can not fail to
arrest the attention even of the casual observer; but my do-
mestic relations and limited pecuniary resources forbade the
prosecution. of extensive researches for several years. I
did not, however, become indifferent to the subject, but con-
tinued to improve every opportunity for investigation that
time_and circumstances pfesented, occasionally visiting the
valleys of the Muskingum, Scioto, and Miamis, and carefully
noting all pecuharxtles Whlch I observed in form, arrange-
ment, material, and mode of deposite, in various works.

Being permanent]y located in the vicinity .of Fort Ancient

(one of the most stupendous and wonderful works of the Ohio
valley, and which is described in another portion of this vol-
ume), my thirst for investigation was continualy augmented
by frequent conversations with antiquarian and curious
travellers who visited the premises, as well as by the ravages
which the progress of civilization and agricultural improve-
ments were from time to time making, upon what I was ac-
customed to regard as the sacred tombs of the ancient fathers

" of the aborigines.
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The truncated works were, by common consent, recognised
as cemeteries or Indian graves ; and the enclosed areas, as for-
tifications or military ramparts.  This being the generally-ac-
cepted and popular view of the subject, researches for the
most part were conducted with the sole view of proeuring evi-
dence in confirmation of that belief, while the diversity of
form, relative position, and complex arrangement, either
wholly escaped the notice of antiquarian observers, or were
regarded as matters of comparatively little interest or 1mport~
ance.

In 1837,1838, and 1832, business pursuits led me to the im-

mediate valley of the upper Mississippi. There I soon observed

. that the mound-builders, in the construction of their works,
had indulged in innumerable freaks of fancy, wholly unlike
anything I had hitherto seen in the religious or military

- structures erected by ancient or modern nations. Perceiving
that those mounds which were most remote from civilization
retained their primitive form in greatest perfection, I re-
solved to make a tour of exploration in the unfrequented
wilds of the west; and, in the spring of 1840, I repaired to
the city of St. Louis, whence I embarked on the steamer
Illinois for Galena, in the early part of April.

As soon as the sun had dispersed the dense mists of the
river valley, I seated myself on the hurricane deck, the bet-

-ter to observe the scenery on either side. As our boat moved

- rapidly on, I perceived that the extensive plain known as the

American Bottom was gradually narrowing down, and the

rugged hills beyond were closing in toward the river bank. -

Soon we passed: the mouth of the Missouri, whose turbid
waters, freighted with sand and mud, hastened to mingle
their dark streams with those which ﬂowed from the e )stal
"fountains of the more northern hills. .

In regular lines, on either side, were seen the traces of the"

waters that in ancient time had washed the rugged bosoms
of the valley, making clearly evident the fact.that the
proud waters that now roll in the gulf below, once gently
flowed through a vast, broad plain, hundreds of feet above
their present level
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It is worthy of remark, that wherever a solid rock-surface
is to e seen extending from the water to the highest summit,
the lines run precisely parallel with each other; and the same
number of lines are invariably found in the same given alti-
tude at all points on the river, from St. Peter’s down to the
upper 1ap1ds, a distance of sev elal hundred miles.

After passing the mouths of many small tributaries, we ar-
rived at the termination of the lower rapids, where we were
under the necessity of unloading our cargo, to be transported
in tow-boats to the head of the same. There being but two
feet water in the channel, and the current strong, it was with
gome difficulty that we succeeded in getting over with our
empty boat, but we did so in safety; again taking in our
cargo, proceeded. Meeting a rise in the river, we passed the
upper rapids without difficulty, and soon drew near the min-
eral regions. '

Here, Nature apparently fond of variety, seems to exhibit
a change of features, for here the towering rocks, with varie-
gated colors, present a less regular arrangement, with here
and there a huge mass, or mountain pile of shapeless frag-
ments, that seem to have been thrown together with a care-
less hand, or hurled from their deep beds by some volcanic
eruption.

Do not the ravages of water on the face of these rocks bear
testimony to the existence of matter, in form, thousands of
years before all human record? And may not the volcanoes
and earthquakes that are now rending the Eastern hemis-.
phere once have done their work in the West? " If so, may
they not again return? Who knows but this ence-beau-
tifal plain was inhabited by civilized and intelligent beings

“that have gradually passed away by the ravages of war, or

convulsions of nature?

This world is, indeed, a wonderful machine, and its primi-
tive construction incomprehensible! Man may form his
globes, and fix their spheres, but the reins of eternal motion
are held alone by Deity. Man may look back as far as tra-
dition or history reach, and a fertile imagination may give
ideal form to chaos, but the original production of matter
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bids defiance to all bis researches ; himself formed of matter,
he may only reason on formed matter with certainty ; he may
soar aloft on the wings of imagination, or sink in fancy to the
depths below; yet beyond the natural or artificial vision,
there must still remain for him one great eternal void which
God alone may fill. »

While thus musing in my hammock, my attention was sud-
denly arrested by a call from the pilot to lower the steam,
and I immediately repaired to the hurricane-deck, and saw
that we were closely hedged in by the banks of a natural
canal, formed by the back-water of the Mississippi, tracing
the channel of a small stream called the Fever river, narrow,
deep, and crooked.

After advancing about seven miles, we came in swht of the

~ far-famed little (nty of Galena. Here the scene changed and

instead of the noise of the escaping steam, my ear was saluted
with the more agreeable din and sounds of the bustle of busi-
ness. I soon found myself in the midst of a flourishing in-
land city, situated on the banks of a stream that, one mile
above, would scarcely float a canoe. It was built in semicir-
cular form, closely bedged in with rugged bluffs, whose sides
were here and there literally excavated to make room for
stately mansions. Three semicircular streets, gradually rising
one above the other, formed the thoroughfares of commerce.

I'might have been almost persuaded that I was in the midst

England, Ireland, France, Spain, and Germany—a truly
motley mass of various creeds and tongues, yet all bound to-
gether by a common pecuniary interest, and by commercial
and social ties. Agucultural pursuils were partlally neglected,

'nevertheless, the city is surrounded by a fertile soil that Wlll

in coming time, yleld a surplus.

Havmg taken a view of this infant city and its v1cm1ty, I
secured a passdge on board the steamer Otter, bound for the
shot-tower at Helena, on the eastern shore of the Wisconsin
river (which enters the Mississippi seventy-five miles above
the junction of Fever river). In passing up the Mississippi,

- of Jerusalem on a pentacostal day, for here were Jews out of -,
almost every nation under heaven, together with natives of
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we touched at Dubugque, a flourishing village on the western
shore, in the territory (now the state) of Iowa. This village
is situated on a beautiful plain of some thousand acres of fer-
tile soil, and bids fair to become the centre of commerce for
an extensive and fertile region at the west. There is proba-
bly more taste displayed in the arrangement of its mansions,
shrubbery, and other ornamental appendages, than can at this
time be seen in any village on the upper Mississippi. The
large piles of lead stacked up on the bank of the river, bear
ample testimony to the fact that it is surrounded by deep and
rich mineral-beds.

- ‘On leaving Dubuque the current gradually gains strength,
the river being partially filled with many timbered islands
that are annuaﬂy inundated by the northern floods. These
floods usually occur in June or July, being created by the
spring rains, and the melting snow of the Rocky mountains,
or northern regions. In consequence of these annual inunda-
tions, logs and snags abound in the river, frequently chang-
ing the channel by gathering around them large sand-bars.

\ The bluffs continue rugged, and gradually rise as we advance.

We at length entered the Wisconsin whose crystal current
ﬂows buskly down, over moving beds of brilliant sand, with
a continually changing channel that renders the navigation
somewhat difficult. We soon, however, arrived at Muscoda,
the ancient location of a large Indian village, but at present
occupied by a few white families. This village is situated on-
an extensive plain of sandy soil, on the surface of which may
be seen relics of many an ancient mound, varying much in
size and form; some resembling redoubts, or fortifications,
others presenting the forms of gigantic men, beasts, birds, and
reptiles, among which may be found the eagle, the otter, the
serpent, the alligator, and others pertaining to the deer, elk,
and buffalo species. The highland in the vicinity of this vil-
lage abounds with monuments that bear testimony to the an-
cient existence of an immense population in those regions.

I remained some days in the examination of those remains,
and then returned on the Otter to Prairie du Chien, an old
French village situated about four miles above the junction
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of the Wisconsin, on the eastern shore of the Mississippi, and
in the territory of Wisconsin. It is located on a handsome
plain containing several thousand acres; the buildings bear
a somewhat dilapidated -appegrance, with the exception of a
few modérn structures. The back country is rough and bro-
ken, abounding in tamuli of various kinds and s}npes The
American Fur Company have a trading post at this place,
and the United States keep np a garrison for. the protection
of the frontier settlements. The majority of the village popu-

lation were French and half-bred Indians; they were social -

and friendly, and I resolved to tarry a while with them for
the purpose of making myself better acquainted with the In-
dian language. There were many Indians encamped on the
islands in the vicinity, and I visited them frequently, and
attended several of their feasts ; they were fond of mirth and
music, and indulged much in feasting, dancing, &e.

After becoming acquainted with many of them, I resolved
to penetrate the country to the west; and having progided
myself with a rifle, tomahawk, and blanket, I crossed the
Mississippi nine miles below the Indian boundary-line. After
advancing about seven miles, my vision was greeted with a
prospect transpoxtmg]y beautiful, in the view of a country
richly mterspersed with verdant lawns and shady groves, with
cooling springs and crystal rills, rising and flowing through
the most luxuriant plains of rich prairie, and which seemed
to be calling and entreating -the industrious cultivator of the
less fertile east to bestow his labors whererthey would meet a
more ample reward.

Lk
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CHAPTER V.
EARTHEN DEPOSITE, EXPLORATION, &C.

AFTER traversing that beautiful country drained by the
channel of Turkey river, I returned to Prairie du Chien,
and during the summer months I spent much time in the ex-

- cavation and examination of numerous mounds, and groups

of mounds, in the vicinity. I discovered many recent de- _
posites, and several that I termed primitive. Among the latter
was an earthen urn, that contained about thirty gallons’; this
urn was deposited in a large mound near the junction of the
Wisconsin with the Mississippi. It was in the form of a
large jar, with a cap or cover, neatly fitted on; it was full of
ashes, mixed with small particles of charcoal and burnt
bones. This vessel appeared to have been well burned, and
resembled the potter’s ware of the present day, of good qual-
ity, except that it appeared to have been formed within a
bag, or sack, made of coarse materials ; the impression of the
threads were apparent on the outside, while the inside re-
mained perfectly smooth. It had become very tender and
much decayed by time, so much so, that I was unable to pre-

. serve it whole. I however retained some parts, or pieces,

that, after being thoroughly dried by fire, became hard and
firm. (See Fig. 1, Cut W.)

' Being under an engagement to meet De-coo-dah at St.
Peter’s, or Lake Pepin, as might best suit my convenience,
in the fall, I returned to Galena where I built me a small sail-
boat; and, after providing myself with provisions, ammuni-
tion, and a few Indian trinkets, I launched my craft and set
sail for St. Peter’s. In three days I again arrived at Prairie
du Chien. T tarried there a few days endeavoring to obtain
a companion, but finding no one that was willing to accom-

- n
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pany me in my contemplated tour, I again set sail and de&
parted alone. The river being crooked, and the wind change-
able, I progressed slowly ; but there being many Indians on
the river fowling and fishing, I generally had one or two on
board, during my passage through the Winnebago nation. I
proceeded cheerfully until I began to draw near the Sioux
territory, a nation of whom I knew but little, and of whose
language I was entirely ignorant. '

My spirits were now somewhat depressed ; bnt, having de-
termined to make the tour'at all hazards, and finding many
groups of singularly-formed tumuli, I kept on my way. After
penetrating the Sioux country some thirty miles, I was much
rejoiced at finding, near the river, a neat-looking log-house,
_and was still more pleased to find within it a generous-heart-d
Kentuckian, who insisted that I should partake of his hospi-
tality during my pleasure. I consented to remain with him a
few days. Ile had my boat secured, and conveyed the con-
tents to his house. He being a permanent resident of the for-
est, I was agreeably surprised to find him intelligent, and a
good talker. His beds and furniture were not exactly such
as those we generally find in Kentucky —the former being
composed of well-dressed buffalo-skins; his table of a slah or
puncheon, dressed from a large cotton-wood tree; his chairs

. made of the¢ same material (and in the form of what he «aid
Kentuckians generally called stools). His table was well-fur-
nished with Indian butcher-knives; forks not being fashionable
in that region; he had dispensed with the use of them. There
was plenty of fowl, fish,.venison, honey, bread, and pork, ard
he appeared to be happy and contented.

When I inquired how he happened to locate himself in,
that wild region, he replicd, that he volunteered as a soldier
during the Black-Hawk war, but that, during his term of ser- -
vice, he became convinced that the Indians were an injured
people, and were treated with injustice, and he therefore de-
termnined to become acquainted with their trne character.
¢ During my term of service,”? said he, “I had an attack of
bilions fever at Prairie du Chien, where T hecame acquainted
with a young Chippewa squaw, who treated me with =0 mnch
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kindness during my sickness, that I grew much attached to
her. After the war, I sought and found her; and I took her
to be my wife, thmkmg that I would live thh “her a while,
and then return to my friends in Kentucky. We commenced
trapping, at which she was very expert,and we were very
successful. . :
. “I'soon became fond of trapping, but still thought that when
I had made a good raise, I would return to Kentucky. After
the lapse of one year, my wife presented me with a daughter;
it was a healthy child, and I soon became very fond of it. I
however did not yet think of remaining permanently with
her, and when the child was six months old, I made up my
mmd to.go back to my friends in Kentucky.

“T sold my fur to the American Fur Company for four
hundred dollars, and furnished my wife with blankets and
such trinkets as she desired. Ihad mever intimated to any
one my intention to return. I took my rifle and put it in
good order, about the first of June.” The morning that I had
set apart for my departure was a beautiful one — the sky was
clear and bright, the birds in unusual numbers appeared to

be flocking around our wigwam, and filled the air with their

sweetest notes ; but my mind was full of gloom, and my coun-
tenance wore a shade of sadness. My wife discovered that I
was not so cheerful as. usual, and inquired if I was unwell; I
forced a smile, and assured her that I was quite well. When
I started, the baby began to cry, which was something very
unusual for it to do, I did not turn back; yet, as I proceeded
on my way, I fancied that I heard the child crying continual-
ly, and before the evening of the third day, I became so much
distressed that I made up my mind to return. That night I
slept soundly, and in the morning when I awoke, I found my-
self surrounded by the same birds that had sung the song of
my departure ; now they seemed to vie with each other in
sounds of melody. I returned to my wigwam, and I never -
thought of leaving wife or child again.

“Shortly after my return, I removed to Prairie du Chien,
built a house, and commenced keeping a tavern. I remained
there three years, and succeeded well in business ; but I.did.
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not enjoy as much pleasure as I had formerly enjoyed in the
forest, I therefore let my house and returned. I love the
forest, and intend to live and die in it.” :

After passing ten days with my Kentucky friend (who de-
sired that I should not use his name in my diary on account
of bis relatives, whom he represented as men of high stand-
ing in Kentucky), I launched my boat, and. set sail for St.
Peter’s. I was accompanied by the son of my host, a boy of
ten years of age, wha spoke the Sioux and English languages
well ; he was a sprightly youth, and of much service to me
as an interprefér-— On our arrival at St. Peter’s, we tarried
several days to examine the tumuli of the surrounding coun-

" try, but found none in the immediate vicinity.

There-being a party of French traders about to ascend the
St. Peter's river, I resolved to go with them to examine a
singular group spoken of by De-coo-dah, as being located in
those regions. The traders travelled in canoes propelled by
poles and paddles. The wind being fair, we hoisted sail and
were soon out of sight of them. 'We however still ¢rowded sail,
and made abont twenty-five miles that day, against a strong
current. In the evening we landed, struck a fire, and pre-
pared our supper, after which the boy shouldered his rifle
and went in pursuit of some deer that we saw feeding near
the river above ; and, in about an hour, he returned \Vlth the
hams and skin ot a fawn - '

Our company not coming up that evening, and the wind
still continuing fair, the next morning we again setsail. That
day, the current not being so strong as before, we made about
thirty-five miles, and dlscovered that we were in the neigh-
borhood of an Indian village. We came'to anchox struck ﬁle, )
and feasted on our fawn. The next morning, the wind not
being fair, my boy went to see if he could find the village;
and, about three hours afterward, he returned with nearly a
hundred Indians, old and young; they were friendly, and in-
vited me to their village, the chief leaving his two daughters
to take care of my boat. The village was some two miles..
from the river, and was composed of thirty wigwams,
‘We were hospitably entertained, and remained there over

4
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night. In the morning the chief and some others returned
with me to the place where we had left the boat. On ap-
proaching the river, we discovered that the boat was gone;
and, on our arrival at the spot, we perceived that the French-
. men had camped there over night. The old chief appeared
to be somewhat alarmed, and immediately raised the war-
whoop; and in a short time twenty young warriors were on
the spot; but while he was giving directions to them relative
to the course they should pursue, looking down the river, I
saw an Indian running full speed toward us. The chief
looked and said it was his daughter; he then paused in si-
lence until she came up to where we were, and told wus.that
the boat was down the river; adding, that they being” -
willing to remain with the Frenchmen, had attempted to cross
the river, and seeing no paddles or oars on board, supposed
the boat was propelled by the helm. - After her story was in-
terpreted to me, all burst out in a loud laugh, except the girly - -
she appeared to be much displeased that. her misfortune °
should be made the subjéct of merriment. - We, however, all-- ...
went down to the boat, and found the other girl sitting in it; ="
the wind now blowing fair up stream, I prevailed on the girls
to remain on board, and then unfurling sail, we returned;
the girls now in turn, commenced langhing at those on shore,
'celhno* them that ¢Zey could afford to rxde, “but you are poor
and compel]ed to walk.”
After we reached the landing, the old chief mfcnmed me
<fc}&at in three days they should hold a triumphal war-dance,

and invited me to attend. I consented to doso. He then
rdered a family to raise a wigwam, and take charge of my
boat, and his order was immediately obeyed. I inquired
- through my interpreter whether there were any mounds in
that neighborhood. He told me there were some up the river,
not far distant, and that there were many of them, and that
next day he would show them to me.

Early the next morning the old chief and about twenty
others accompanied me to the spot. I soon discovered the
title mound of the Black Tortoise (Cut E), and commenced
taking its dimensions, aided by my boy. They all appeared
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astonished at this, looking in silence at each other, in amaze-
ment; when I discovered their surprise, I drew from my

pocket a plat that I had previously drawn from the descrip- .

tion I had received from De-coo-dah of this group, and its
correspondence with the group before us seemed to increase
their astonishment. They viewed it with great interest, and
one of the chief’s daughters exclaimed, ¢ We-ru-cun-ne-
gah,” which is the name of an old Indian artist of whom I
shall treat hereafter. When I rolled up my draft, the old
chief inquired if I had been there before ; being answered in
the negative, he resumed, ¢ Where did you see a group so
much like the one before us ?”

I then informed him how I had obtamed it. When be
heard the name of De-coo-dah, his eyes brightened, and his
countenance flashed with joy. I told him, through my intér-
preter, that De-coo-dah was my friend, and 'was yet living.
He then aided me cheerfully in taking the dimensions of the
entire group; the next day he conducted me to several treaty
mounds (Cut O), and one large battle-burial mound. He
seemed to look upon all of them with personal indifference,
walking over artd upon them, as though he regarded not their
use or contents.

On the evening of the third day, a company of twenty war-
riors arrived at their village. They had lately returned from
a scout among the Chippewas, with whom they were at war.
They bore a tlophy, over which they designed that night to

bold a war- dance ; it was the skin of the entire head of an’

apparently old Chlppewa. squaw. This scene appeared to be
an interesting one to them, many Indians, male and female,
fantastically painted, coming in at intervals all day from the
neighboring bands.

The skin was stuffed with moss and leaves, and was per-
fectly dry. In the evening they built several fires in a circle
‘and formed a ring, in the centre of which the captor stood,
and harangued’tiiose around, with a loud voice and vehement
gestures, holding in one hand a blood-stained knife, and in
the other the trophy.” At the close of his barangue (which
consisted of a repetition of the wrongs or insmlts imposed
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upon or offered to the nation by the enemy); with a violent
effort he dashed the trophy to the earth, brandishing his knife
in the air, and going through the gestures of a scuffle, or
fight; he then kicked the trophy to the ring, wheré it was
received and kicked back to the centre, followed by an Indi-
an from the ring, who after going in turn through the gestures
of a fight, kicked it back to the ring again, where it was again

. and again received and returned until all had kicked it; in

the meantime war-songs .and dancing were going on around
the ring, accompanied with the most vehement gestures by
each of the captors who in turn entered the ring. ~When all
had thus insulted the trophy, it was seized by the original
captor, and thrown about from one to the other, amidst the
most horrible shrieks, and finally it was trampled upon until
it was mashed flat; it was then again taken by the captor
who introduced a small leather bag of powder among the re-
maining moss and leaves, and after they had surrounded a

fire by joining hands in a circle, he threw the trophy into the

fire ; they continued dancing until the explosion took place,
and then retired in confusion, amidst the most indescribable
whoops, shrieks, and yells. In the morning I returned to my
boat, and found everything safe. '

Having found the funeral mound that I was in search of, I
resolved to go no further at that time. The wind, however,
blowing up stream, I remained all that day at anchor. In
the evening was presented by an Indian with a rich treat of
honey in the comb, for which I gave the donor a few trinkets.
The next morning, the wind proving fair, we descended the
river. We remained one day at St. Peter’s, and then at-
tempted to ascend the Mississippi. We proceeded to the
falls of St. Anthony. I there concluded to leave my boat in
charge of my boy, and employed three Indians with a canoe
to ascend further, for the purpose of discovering, if possible,
the burial group of the six kings.- After a diligent search
of six days, we succeeded in finding it. (Letter T, Cut 32.)
I took the dimensions, position, exact location, &ec., of the
group, and returned to my boat; then weighing anchor, we
floated slowly down the stream, frequently stopping to ex-
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-amine the adjacent country. This bears in géneral a, rough

and broken appearance, and does not appear capable of sus-.
taining, by 'lglicultuxal pursuits, a dense population. In de-
scending the river, »bethen the falls and the lake, I dis-
coveled many mounds on both sides; these were principally
treaty and battle-burial mounds. It is worthy of remark that
at or about the junction of the Mississippi of each of its larger
tributary streams, from the falls of St. Anthony to the Obio
river, there appears anciently to have been a dense popula-
tion drawn thither, as is probable, by the advantages such
points present for fishing and hunting.
Near the junction of the river St. Croix, on the eastern

shore of the Mississippi, we discovered an apparently unfin-

ished group of tumuli representing an animal with horns re-
semblm«r those of an ox, with unfinished foreleg, as seen in
Cut L, No. 26, together vnth a small circular emban]xment
that was formed by throwing the earth from within; this em-
bankment measured forty feet in diameter, and was elevated
four feet above the surface of the surrounding earth without
the earth within being scooped out to the depth of four feet in
the centre, forming a bowl or basin eight feet in depth. The
third was a long, flat embankment, seen at Fig. 4, Cut Z, No.
41, elevated to the height of six feet at the east end, and pre-
senting an oval surface twelve feet west, presenting thus far
the usual finish of a national monumental mound, but gradu-
ally descending thence to the west, bearing at that point an -
elevation of two feet. The unfinished condition of this gronp
serves to explain the method -of construction, and, perhaps,
enables us to account for the unusual solidity and firmness of
the earth, which always characterizes the national monument
mound. It is probable that after the embankment had been
raised to the height of several feet, the operatives carrying
small portions of earth, ascended at one end of the mound
and walked to the other to deposite their load, thereby pack-
ing and hardening the earth under their feet, during the en-
tire process of construction.

We are of the opinion that the Mississippi, ﬁom the lake to
St. Peter’s, was anciently, and for a long time, the boundary
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line between two warlike nations, from the fact that on either
side of the river may be seen large battle-burials. We also
incline to the belief that the nation on the east side were the
conquerors, from the additional fact, that the greatest number
of treaty-mounds are found on that side of the stream; and
from the frequent appearance of unfinished groups we are led
to the conclusion that the extinction of a nation was consum-
mated in this region.

At the lake I formed an acquaintance with several half-
breed Indians, who accompanied me on a visit to some
mounds in that neighborhoed, which had been previously de-
scribed to me. On our arrival at the spot, I found that the
description had been accurately given.

I passed some ten days in the examination of the lake shore
and its vicinity. I found several unfinished groups, one of
which nearly resembled the one which I have already de-
seribed. It contained the representation of an animal similar
to that represented in Cut L (excepting that the hind leg of
the latter is imperfect). The circular embankment was twen- -
ty-five feet in diameter, with-an elevation of only two feet,
formed by throwing up the earth from within, there being no
apparent removal of earth from without. I opened this cir-
cular embankment. in three places, but found no indications
of any deposite. I then sunk a hole in the centre to the
depth of five feet. “Eighteen inches below the surface, I
passed through a stratum of ashes, of about four inches in
thickness, mingled with small particles of charcoal and porous
earth. Beneath this stratum, I found nothing but the native
earth.

On a high pinnacle overlooking the lake, I discovered an
unfinished embankment of one hundred and eio'hty-four feet

. in length, the east end being thrown up six feet in height,

and twelve feet in breadth, reo'ulally formed for seventy feet
then gradually sloping to the west, to the height of three feet
and breadth of seven feet at 1ts western termination, with an
uneven surface.

I also discovered, on a conspicuous point of a high .bluff
west of the lake, a ﬂat .embankment one hundred and thirty
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feet square, with an oval mound on the top, having an eleva-
tion of fourteen feet, the flat embankment being two feet and
a half high. On sinking a spade in the small mound, I dis-

" covered that it was composed of ashes, small particles of

" charcoal, and sand similar to that found on the lake bluff.

Here was something novel, in the progress of my discov-

eries, and I resolved to probe it to the foundation, in the an-
__ticipation of finding some precious relic of antiquity. Throw-
ing© oat and rolling up my sleeves, I began to"
throw up the sand and ashes With more than Hibernian ar dor,
and very much to the amusement of my Indian friends, who
sat grinning around me. The digging was easy, and I made
rapid progress. On coming to a level with the flat embank-
ment, I discovered that it was formed .of.clay unlike any in
the vicinity, around the small mound ; and yet, in sinking, I
discovered no change in the centre. I became yet more ex-
cited, but being much fatigued with my labor, I retired to
the shade of a small tree which grew near by to rest myself; :
and, while sitting there, wondering within myself what the an- i
ticipated relic would prove to be, an aged Winnebago squaw,
whom curiosity had drawn to the spot, ascended the mound to
view the excavation. She shook her blanket, and approached
me; and, perceiving that I was fatigned, she presented to me
a bladder filled with whiskey, and desired me to drink. I
drank sparingly, and returned to my labor. She followed me

- to the pit, and looking into it, she thus addressed me— Ah, s
how-she-mo-ko-mon, wah-wonk; cow-ean shu-rah; she-mo-ko-
mon, sketch-ah-waw-wonk;” being interpreted, o, white
man, you are a fool! There is no money there. White man,
you are a very great fool!” and she went away, amid peals
of laughter from the suwrrounding group. I, however, con-
tinued digging until I struck the surface of the surrounding .

- earth, but without discovering any deposite, or any change of 5
soil. I then penetrated the surface-soil to the depth of two i
feet; when, finding no change nor indication that the earth’ i
had been formerly moved, I abandoned my unsatisfactory

- labors, and returned to my boat. There, to my great joy, I
found my old friend and adopted father, Dé-coo-dah; and the
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fatigues of the day were soon forgotten, in recounting to him
my adventures. He manifested some displeasure at my mode
of examination of the mounds, and requested me not again to
disturb the ashes of the dead. I took up my spade, and de-
liberately threw it into the lake; and he then immediately
became cheerful, and we smol\ed together the plpe of friend- -
ship.

He remained with me for a few days, and I learned that
be intended to visit a Chippewa friend. He asked where I
designed to spend the winter. I informed him that I pro-
posed to trade with the Winnebagoes, and should locate my-
self near the junction of Root river with the Mississippi; and
then I invited him to pass the winter with me. He said that
he could De of little service to me in trading. I told him that
it was not his services, but his company that I desired. He
gave my hand a cordial squeeze, and said, “I will come.”
He then went away, and I set sail for the residence of my
Kentucky friend, and two days afterward, landed at his
house.

——After p’lsqmrr a few days with him, I again set sail for
Prairie du Chien, at which place I 1a1d in winter stores, em-
ployed a ernchman _as an assistant, and returned to an
island a little below Root river. We procured a yoke of cat-
tle to aid us in building a cabin;-and when our cabin was

. completed, we opened trade with the Indians.

RETURN OF DE-COO-DAH.

In three days after we had opened trade, De-coo-dah ar-
rived. I was not a little rejoiced at his speedy return; for,
notwithstanding, he had already communicated to me many

traditions, I had since discovered many groups, 1eqpectma___,,_,....- e

which I had no traditional knowled ge. ..

De-coo-dah now.informed-nre that ‘at a very early age he
received the title of Mocking-Bird (in the langunage of his
forefathers, De-coo-dah), in consequence of being able to
speak fluently five languages ; and, that from his infancy, he
had been in the habit of migrating from nation to nation;
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that he claimed no lineal kindred with any nation now in ex-
istence, but was a descendant from the Elk nation, now ex-
tinet; that they were a mixed nation, claiming descent from
those ancient Americans, the mound-builders; and that their
traditions were sacredly kept by their prophets, from a fami]y
of whom he was descended.

De-coo-dah was of low stature, nunusnally broad across the
shoulders and breast, his complexion somewhat darker than
the Winnebago, with alarge mouth and short chin; his limbs
were well-proportioned, and he possessed undaunted courage.

"I furnished him with food and shelter from the inclemency

of two severe winters, and he, in return, imparted to me
many traditions not held or known by Indians of the present
age. e remained several months with me before he spoke
of traditions, using many stratagems to ascertain whether I
was trustworthy or not. After satisfying himself on that
point, he introduced the subject-of traditions, by asking -of
me whether white men held tradition sacred. Itold him that
some white men possessed secrets which they did not tell to all.
He then informed me that the ancient Americans had na-
tional secrets which they held sacred, and that these were
handéd down from generation to generation thW
prophets, who were thus enabled, through their-sfiperior
knowledge, to do many wonderful things. _H¢ said that it
was once a universal custom observe /If all the nations, to
consume the bodies of the deaya'ﬂéidre; but that, at a cer-
tain time, in ancient days;a great mation from whom his
fathers descended, assembled to celebrate the obsequies of a
great and good-King, and while they were engaged in burn-
ing__bls/bcfd_y, the sun 1efused to shine, althouwh there was not

~"a cloud to be seen; in consequence of “}nch event the
prophets passed a decree, that kings shonld thenceforth be

memoralized without fire. And then, he added, “ The mound
you opened at the lake contained the ashes of thousands.”
He said, too, that it was a custom_for the friends or relatives
of the deceased, after the burning of the body, to give a feast;

and that the custom of feasting at the death of a relative con-
tinued long after that of bummo the body had ceased.

~
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3 : Ie then observed that his ancestors bad spoken of an an-
nual-feast, that had not been observed within their lifetim

and that his great-grandfather was one hundred and-fifteen

years old, and died when he, De-coo-dah, was eleven years

of age. “I am now,” said he, “p sm/t‘ﬁouo'h my elghty-

ninth winter. great-gr dthel had a gréat reverence

for mounds; and § ld/hat a new mound was erected at

each nation}lfesnv)al ; that national festivals were frequently
attended-and held in union by several nations; and that at

) -he/place appointed for those union festivals, each nation
erected a national monument significant of their number and

e et SETRE SO JE N

: dignity.”
: I then inquired of’ him, why those feasts were not held in
5 " the days of his Jmmedxate ancestors? He replied, that long

anterior to the days of his fathers, a general war had been
waged among the nations, of long continnance and bloody
c_halacter, in consequence of whlch those feasts were neg-
lected, until their observance became obsolete. Havmg
told me thus much, he shouldered his rifle and left me alone.

I immediately comrmtted to writing the substance of our
I + conversation; and feeling much interested in the rehearsal of
: " these traditions, I ‘determined to draw from bim all the in-
] formation that I could respecting this matter.

Having prévioxlsly, in company with Mr. Taylor, of the
land-office at Muscoda, made drawings of some singular em-
bankments in the vicinity of that place, I laid them before
De-coo-dah, and was not a little astonished at his description of
form, position, location, &e. I had also many other drafts, taken
in various places remote from each other, which I showed to
him at various times. He generally gave me the traditional
history of each group on presentation. Havmg taken but one
draft-of each similar group, it was truly wonderful to see with
what ease he could (ﬁustmouxsb their various arrangements,
and account for their pecuhantles of form, location, and gene-
ral design. :
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CHAPTER VL
AMALGAMATION MOI'TND.

IS remarkable earth-work is sitnated on the nortbern
high land of the Wisconsin river, about fifty miles above
its junction with the Mississippi.

It is traditionally represented to have been constructed as a
pational hieroglyphic record, to commemorate an important
event in the history of two ancient nations. These nationg,
once great and powerful, had become greatly reduced in
numbers and resources by the adverse fortunes of war against
a common enemy. DBeing no longer in a condition to main-

tain separately their national existence, they resolved to unite

their forces, subject to one great head or Sovereign Ruler.
And this earth-work was constructed asthe great seal and
hieroglyphic record of their union and amalgamation.

It is built on the summit of the highest peak in the vicinity
of its location, and commands an extensive view of the sur-
rounding country. It occupies a position which has a singu-
lar natural formation ; the highlands, whose general course is
east and west, make at this point a sharp angle to the south ;
“and, after running about three fourths of a mile in that direc-
tion, gradually curve to the west, preserving a uniform
width, and giving to the whole the appearance of having
been artificially constructed ; presenting a slightly oval sur-
. face of about eight poles in width at the base, and having
precipitous declivities on either side.

But notwithstanding .the interest which the -nataral pecu-
liarities of this place possess for the observer, the remarkable
memorial which occupies it is far more interesting and im-
portant, presenting in outline the forms of two gigantic beasts,
together with a well-delineated human effigy.

The figures of animals, thrown up large and full, lie in an
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east and west line, measuring, on the.centre of the summit,
one hundred and sixty feet in length ; separated in the centre
by a conical mound of twenty-two feet in diameter at the
base, and eight in perpendicular altitude, as seen in the ap-
pendeéd cut of the amalgamation mound. The front portion
of this work has a base of nine feet, with a general elevation
of three feet. The hinder part has a base diameter of
eighteen and a perpendicular altitude of six feet, presenting a
smooth and oval surface; a projection from this part of the
-work running eastward, eight feet in length, may be easily

suppose represent a tail, and another projection running

to the sofith, eighteen feet, forms a leg. To this leg is at-
tached a singularly-formed earth-work, eighty feet in length,
and eighteen in its greatest breadth, gradually becoming nar-
rower and lower, from an altitude of six feet, until it termin-
ates at a point in connection with the imaginary foot of the
beast. We may here remark that this singular species of
earth-work is frequently met with, in connection with other
works in Illinois, Towa, and Wisconsin, but is never found
isolated or entirely alone; and is, generally, of smaller di-
mensions than this. .
On either side of the union mound, or central work, there is
a truncated mound of eighteen feet in diameter at the base,
and six feet in perpendicular altitude. These mounds have
flat summits, and bear the marks of fire, in the presence of
bits of charcoal, mingled with earth and ashes, to the depth

 of about fourteen inches.

From the breast of the animal effigy, another elevated pro-
jection runs south, twenty-two feet, terminating in a small
“conical mound twelve feet in diameter at its base.
Immediately west of this projection, there is a sudden con-
traction which gives form to the neck of the figure, .and con-
nects with a flat, oval swell, somewhat resembling the form
of an egg, from which ‘proceeds a representation of horns,
with branching antlers, as shown in the diagram. The main
stem of the front horn is eighteen feet, while the other, which
Jinclings backward, is only twelve; the longest antlers are six
feet, and the shortest three feet in length.

~—
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In connection with this imaginary head, i3 an earth-work
running south, one hundred and sixty feet, and about three
feet in helght which we recognise as a humqn eﬂigy, with a
base diameter of ten feet across the breast,and eight across
the loins ; with one arm somewbhat elevated, and the other in
a declined position. This work, at its southern extremity, is
attached to another which runs parallel with the main work,
on an east and west line, eighty feet in length, and twenty-
seven in base breadth, having an altitude of six feet; and farther

east, in a line with this last-mentioned work, are seven conical
mounds, the central of which is the largest, having a base di-
ameter of twenty-seven feet, and a pelpendlcular altltude of
six. The mounds on either side of this central one diminish
gradually in size, to the east and west, contracting the base-
diameter about three feet, and diminishing in height one foot,
at each remove from the centre, terminating at each end in a
mound of eighteen feet base, and three-high.

Having thus given a brief description of the superficial
form and dimensions of this remarkable relic of the ancient
world, we now proceed to give its traditional, hieroglyphical
import, as received from De-coo-dah, an aged son of the for-
est, who (as I have before stated), represented. liimself as a
. descendant from, and one of the last remaining relics of the
ancient Elk nation, now extinct. He represented that nation
as one of very ancient origin, and as descended from a tribe
of the mound-builders which had long before been swept
away by the tide of war. He often interested -me in his re-
hearsal of the traditionary history of their wars and struggles,
and the causes-which led to their final dispersion, ending in
their total extinction as a nation, at the fall of their last king,
or absolute sovereign, tradltlonally known under the name of
De-co-ta, the Gxeat

Defore giving me in detail, the traditional explanation of
the import of this remarkable earth-work (from a drawing of
the premises I had previously made), he told me, that when
this great continent was inhabited only by the wild man,
game was abundant, and easily taken; so that he having
- much leisure, wrote his history on the ground ; tbat a knowl-
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edge of that history was preserved by tradition, and perpetu-
ated by the gradual erection of various groups of hieroglyphi-
cal earth-works, commemorative of national events, titles, dig-

4
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3 nity, royal marriages, royal buths valorous %hxewementb
A national treaties, &c.

1} “This work,” said he, “is more singular and complicated

in its order and form than most others known to tradition,
being the last hieroglyphical relic of international sacrifice.”
But few locations were to be found strictly adapted to the
construction of these works, a law having been universally
recognised by the mound-builders, that national sacrifices
should only be offered on the highest pinnacle of the adjacent
region ; while another law imposed on all that assisted to
rear the mound of amalgamation, an obligation to observe, in
construction of the hieroglyphical figure, an east and west
line, the position occupied serving as a general key to the de-
Slgn.

The hieroglyphical figure, when thus constructed on an
east and west line, was emblematical of the rise or fall of na-
tions, as prefigured in the rising and setting sun.

The front or head of the figure pointing to the west, was
recognised as a monnmental seal to the departed power and
setting sun of thuse who reared the monument ; and fhe same
ﬁwme reversed, or Jooking toward the east, Would have thl-.
ﬁed a nation’s prosperous estate and rising sun.

The hieroglyphical human figure, being of equal length
with the combined animal effigies, records their united or
concentrated power; and, facing the meridian sun, in the po-
sition of its greatest strength, disclaims the acknowledgment
of any superior national power on earth.

Thus the aneient mound-builder could read the national
prosperity and dignity “of Lis ancestors, in the position ob-
served in the construction of their works; while the body, or
parts of the body, not only record their name, but alsg per-
petuate the knowledge of the ancient existence of A#fions
long extinct.

Horns appended to effigies represent warriors. One horn
being longer than the other, shows one nation to have been
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the stronger of the two; and one horn having more prongs
_than the other, repr esents one nation as having more celebra-

" ted chiefs than the other, while some prongs, being longer

than the others, represent some of the greater and more dis-
tinguished chiefs. The front horn pertaining to the front
effigy, in this arrangement, bears record of the superior
power of the front or ]eftdmg natxon at the date of amalgama-
tion.

The central work, in which the two bodies unite, records
the union or amalgamation of the two nations; and, not on]y
this, but at the time I visited the work, it bore the unmis-
takeable record of more than four centuries, which had gone
by since its construction, in the preserice of a stately oak
firmly rooted in its bosom. (The tree has since been removed
and converted into shingles; and, in 1844, it formed a canopy
over the drunken revels of Muscoda.) This oak numbered
four hundred and twenty-four concentric lines of growth. 1Its
wide-spread boughs gave a worthy shade to the pxoud memo-
rial of a vamshed nation.

The truncated works on either side of the union mound,
were sacrificial altars, on which national sacrifice was annu-
ally offered, and bore record of the union, in sacrificial ser-
vice ; on these altars were offered by fire the heart of the elk,
and the heart of the buffalo, the symbols of the two nations
“designed to be represented in this work; and the fires were

« kept burning until the smoke from both altars united in one "
~ column over the union monnd and ascended, bearing the in- . -

cense of sacrifice to the sun, which was in those days the
primary object of sacrificial adoration.
That the sun, moon, and stars, were regarded as obJects of

- worship by the mound-builders, is evxdent from the fact that
tumular effigies, representing those luminaries, are found im -~

relative connection, on the high land of the chkqpo in 'Wis-

consin, and in groups and lsolated positions at various other

points where mounds abound ; but the strongest corrobora-
tive testimony is supplied by the fact that to the depth of
fourteen inches bencath the alluvials that now cover those. -
altars, the evident impress of fire is seen in the remaing

5 :
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of burned earth, charcoal, and ashes; though on the most
critical examination, in a long series of excavations, I
could discover no such deposite in any other portion of the
works. ‘

The earth of which those sacrificial altars are composed dif-
fers in texture or material from that of the remaining por-
tion of the work, which is formed of soil siifiilar-to that of
the adjacent region ; the altars are formed in mingled strata
of sand, gravel, and yellow clay, with the exception of the
upper stratnm, which in the altar on the north side, is formed

-of a tough earth resembling pipe-clay, of -a light color, min-
gled with ashes and charcoal; while that on the south is of a
blue cast, with a similar mixture.

I will now proceed to a more minnte traditional descrip-
tion of the hieroglyphical import of the human figure seen in

" connection with the great effigy. This figure being equal in
length to the united lengths of both the animals, represents
and records the strength of both nations united in.one body;
and having the feet attached to a national embankment of

- even leno'th with the body to which it is directly attached,

records the union of nationality as centred:in that body, and
giving name to their fature nationality.

The left arm, pertaining to the buffalo, in its declension
and connection with the foot of ‘the elk, is emblematical of
the resignation of a former national name; and, both being
attached to one national seal, record a voluntfu'y and w1llm°'

“union; while the uplifted right arm, pertaining to the elL,
xecords his reserved sovereignty and noht to rule.

The singular earth-work, txadxtxonally denominated #he -
smound of extinction, pointing to the buﬂ'dlo, shows the cx-
tinction of his nationality. :

The seven truncated mounds running east from the national -
mound, are traditionally represented to be matrimonial
memorials, recording the international marriages of seven
chiefs, which occurred during the erection of the work. The"
central matri.ionial memorial being the largest, and its loca-
tion in the midst, commemorates the international marriage

. of asovereign or chief in higher authority than the others;
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and the three smaller ones, on either side of the:large me-
morial, gradually declining in size as they recede from the
centre, record the international marriages of three grades of

chiefs from each nation, in final ratification of the national -

union. )

The Union being monumentally confirmed, and matrimo-
pially sealed, the Buffalo became for ever one with the Elk
nation.

Tan N
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CHAPTER VIL  *
NATIONAL MONUMENTS.

HE singular earthwork shown in the Cut W, Fig. 2, is
located on the highland of the Wisconsin river, and is
traditionally recognised as a natconal monwument.

Such memorials of a departed race possess a peculiar inter-
est, for the reflecting observer. From the remotest antiquity,
nations and their 1ulers have vied with each other in their ef-
forts to erect memorials of themselves which should withstand
the ravages of time, and, by their colossal proportions, costli-
ness, or rare beauty, impress coming ages with a conviction
of the greatness and power of the builders. The pyramids of
Egypt, the mighty columns of Balbec, the palace walls of
Yucatan, all tell the same story.- DBut it has not seldom hap-
pened, in the world’s history, that the monument has outlast-
ed the memory of its builder or its tenant, of the nation whie
erected it, or of the event it was designed to commemorate.
The sculpture or the paintings upon its wall, and the hiero-
glyphics which are supposed to record its history, speak an
unknown tongue, and only dim tradition can aid us to guess
their origin and import.. It is only within a very recent

__period that the attentive study of the Egyptian antiquities has
~ been rewarded by a discovery of the key to the hieroglyphic
writings ; and, yet more recently, the sculptured walls of
buried cities are beginning to reveal secrets lost for ages, and
to tell of populous nations and mighty sovereigns, whose very
names had been unknown for centuries. But while the an-
tiquities of the Old World are deservedly attracting so much
attention from scholars and antiquarians, ought those of our
own country to be forgotten or overlooked ? And ought not
the earth-work memouals of the mound-builders, presenting
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(as we believe) some of the earliest and primitive forms of hiero-
glyphic records, to receive their due share of attention, as the -
sources of all which now remains to us of the history of an
extinet race ?

Amalgamation monuments (one of the most remarkable of
which. bas been described in the preceding chapter), are
found in northern Illinois; and more frequently in Wisconsin ;
presenting in outline the union of beasts, of birds with beasts,
and sometimes of the human figure with that of a beast. We
have alreadv expressed our belief that these remarkable com-
binations had their origin in the union or amalgamation
of nations, and that they were designed to preserve the his-
tory of such events.

A careless observer of the ama]«’mm‘xtxon—mound which has
been described, might suppose that the designer bad taxed
his imagination, for the production of a strange and non-
descript animal figure; but a closer examination, with the
assistance to be derived from traditional history, recognises
in this wonderful figure, the union of the Elk and the Buffalo;
and the mystery is then explained. Such a symbol, at the
time of its construction, was probably well understood by
every one; but now, except for the vague traditions which
preserve 1ts history, its origin and- swmﬁcatmn would be
wholly and irrecoverably lost

And now, when history presents enly a blank, where the
labors of the antiquarian lead to no certain result, and the
conjectures of tbe scholar and the man of science are all at
fault—we must again have recourse to the illiterate savage,
who by the dim and fast fading light of ancient tradition, de-
ciphers the hieroglyphies of the natxonal monuments, as he
has already done those of the mounds of amalgamatmn

The great body with outstretched arms represents dommlon
over an immense territory. '

The one horn represents the union of warriors; and, it
being large and long, shows strength and numerical power.
The four prongs show that these warriors were under four
great chiefs.

The great human effigy represents their king or sovereign,

P
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whose body is represented of equal length with the monu-

ment, thereby indicating his unlimited sway throughout his
vdomxmons.

The mounds extending in a direct line from the head of
the king are four matrimonial memorials, recording the mar-
riages of four chiefs with members of the royal family. The
two smaller memorials diverging east from the first of the
matrimonial memorials, record legitimate royal offspring, in
the birth of two male ¢hildren in the family of that chief; and
the three small memorials, diverging from the third matri-
monial memorial, record the birth of three children, leaving
the second and fourth without issue.

The body of the king, attached at the loins to the head of
the animal effigy, prefigures international legitimacy.

The great length of the arms of the human figure, not only
represents immense territorial dominion, but their evon eleva-
tion records the common right of royal honor, independent of
any anterior national dlstmctxon

The arm, which in the amalgamation memorial is repre-
sented as fallen, being raised to a level in the monumenfalﬂ_
memorial, symbolizes an equal future national dignity in the -
surviving royal remnant of the Buffalo nation.

Thus aided by tradition, we read in the hieroglyphical
mounds of the earth, the dignity and destiny of nations un-
known to- writter: history.

These monuments being - several miles distant from each
other, and both oceupying summit heights, would, by the su-
perficial or careless observer, bardly be recognised as differing
in form. In fact, I was told, previous to visiting them, that
they were identical in form. Dut, when carefully surveyed
and drawn side by side in diagrams which exhibit the ar-
rahgement and exact proportion of their parts, the distinetion
is clearly perceived —the one being a great national memo-
rial rests, as it were, on nothing, half-buried in extinction;
while the other, as a great national monument, stands stead-
fast, on a firm foundation. The one facing the setting sun is
symbolical of departing grandeur, while the otlier hails his
rising as an omen of increasing glory.
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I entertain the opinion, that if a comparatively small por
tion of the funds expended in superficial surveys were appro-
priated to excavation and the acquisition of Indian traditions,

from the more secluded sons of the forest whose dispositions .

and passions have not yet been soured by the inroads of civi-
lization, that we should obtain knowledge that would lead to
more rational and satisfactory conclusions than any yet at
tained relative to the origin and use of American tumauli.
At present the personal privations essential to the acquisi-

tion of traditional knowledge, are too great to be willingly in--

curred by literary men unaccustomed to the hardships of a
forest life; and the illiterate pioneer, feeling but little interest
in the matter, will seldom give it time or attention. Thus an
interesting history of the past is being lost to present and fu-
ture times.

If we would attain the much-desized knowledge, we must
geek for men whose natural inclinations and antiquarian taste
impel them to the work, and who are stimulated rather by a
thirst for the acquisition of knowledge than for gold.

The extent of my own labors, in the excavation and ex-
amination of some four hundred earth-works in the north-
western territory, is, I am well aware, comparatively small.
Yet, in connection with a limited knowledge of ancient his-
tory, it enables me to arrive at the conclusion that a large
number of the conical mounds in North America were reared
as sepulchral memorials of illustrious dead.

The antiquity of the conical mound, or tumulus, bears even
date with the most ancient historical records, as marking the
* spot on which the invincible warrior fell, or as serving to pro-
tect his ashes, and to preserve the memory of his name and
exploits. :

Innumerable deposmes, resembling decomposed animal
matter, are found in conical mounds everywhere from the
Alleghany to the Rocky mountains,

‘We presume that the primitive mound was originally ren-

dered sacred by the deposite contained within it; and that
the love of monumental commemoration gradually increased
with the increase of reverence until, in the fullness of time,
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tumuli were everywhere regarded with reverential respect,
and consequently became the safegunard of sacred places
which they encircled.

That the conical mound was the original object of rever-
ence, is also attested by the fact, that within all the circles
traditionally recognised as sacred, none other than conical
mounds appear, while many works enclosing large areas, tra-
ditionally represented to have been designed for other than
sacred purposes, enclose works of various forms.

b Structures similar in form and general arrangement to the

a earth-works of North and South America, are said to have

“\A . been found in various countries of the Old World ; and these -
4 were probably constructed under the influence of similar su- . A
: perstitions, although they may have had their ougm in widely- "
separated eras. :

Some modern travellers assure wus, that in the mteuor of
Africa, on the river Niger, many large towns are, at: this
time, smrounded by Wal]s of earth. ,

p R. Lander, in his travels, speaks of entering a town of
i great extent surrounded by a triple wall of earth nearly twenty
| - miles in circuit, and again speaks of; entering a town called
‘ Roos-ga, that he represents as being a mere cluster of huts,

i surrounded by an earthen wall.
L Thus a striking resemblance is apparent between the walls
3 that now enclose small villages in Africa, with the time-worn

- ruins of Fort Ancient, in Obio.
; So that while, witlr the gradual extinction of the Indian
i race, the last relics of pagan superstition are disappearing
P © . from the face of our prosperous and happy country, and the
‘ ' advancing footsteps of civilization are fast levelling to the
earth the walls of ancient cities, the sepulchral mounds, and
the altars of an idolatrous worship, the mound-builder may be
yet permitted, in other and  remoter climes, to dwell within
his earthen ramparts, and to pursue his accustomed labors, as

ignorant and as superstitious as those who have gone before .
him.

e
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CHAPTER VIIL

THE MONUMENTAL TORTOISE.

THE extensive gréup of tumuli and embankments (seen in
Cut E), was designed to commemorate the title and dig-
nity of a great king or potentate; and ‘its erection was evi-
dently a work of great time and labor.

The central embaanent representing in its form the body
of a tortoise, is forty feet in length and twenty-seven in
breadth, and twelve in perpendicular height. It is composed
in part, of yellow clay, which was evidently procured at some
distant place. The mounds of extinction (north and south of .,
the central tortoise), are formed of pure, red earth, covered
with alluvial soil, and are very perfect in form, each being
twenty-seven feet in length, and six in greatest height, grad-
ually narrowing and sinking to a point as seen in the cut.

The mourning mounds, occupying the four corners of the
group, were each twelve feet in height, and twenty-seven in
base diameter, composed of soil resemb]mnr that of the ad-
jacent region.

The points of royal honor on the east and west suies of the
group, were sixty feet in length, and eight in height, with a
base diameter of twelve feet; these likewise were composed
of soil common in the vxcmxtv \

The prophets’ burial- mounds on either side of the central
efficy, and between it and the points of royal honor just de-
scribed, were twelve feet long, four high, and six in breadth,
composed of sand’ mixed with small bits of mica in" the in-
terior to the depth of two feet, covered with white clay to the
surface, excepting a thin surface soil.

The war-chiefs’ burial-memorial, at the south (Fig. 2), was
twelve feet in height, and twenfy-seven in diameter, com-
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mlxt'me of sandy soil and blue clay; it contamed eight dis-
tinct strata, or deposites, in a state of decomposition, of from
six to seven feet long, and from two to two and a balf in
breadth, arranged as shown in the figure.

The council-chiefs’ memorial at the north, was of similar
formation, twenty-two feet in diameter, and four in perpen-
dicular height, containing five strata, or deposites, as shown in
the Cut, Fw

The thuteen small mounds, on the north and south, and
adjacent to the chiefs’ bunal—mounds, record the number of
chiefs whose bodies are dep051ted in each.

FORT ANCIENT.

This name has been given to an interesting and remark-
able earth-work erected upon a prominent neck of land on the
eastern bank of the Little Miami river, about thirty-five miles
portheast of Cincinnati. It is not only the most extensive and
magnificent work of its class in the state of Ohio, but it bears
the marks of higher antiquity than most others.

- The terrace upon which it stands, presents precipitous de-

7 clivities on all sides, except toward the northeast, where a

neck of land, of about forty poles in breadth, slopes eastward,
gradually widening as it recedes until lost in the common un-
dulation of the surrounding country. From either side of this
neck, or ridge of land, two deep ravines diverge north and
south, through which flow two small streams tribataries to
the Little Miami. That river is separated from the higher
embankment by a narrow terrace, and is about two hundred
feet below the general level of.the fort. (See Cut V.)
Various conjectures have been advanced as to the grigin
and design of this work, all, however, tending to the same

conc]usxon—that it was deswned for a mlhtm y fortification,

and for purposes of defence. The situation and general out-
line of the embankments, similar to those of modern fortifica-
tions, would seem to render this view a very probable one, in

‘the absence of all authentic history or reliable tradition. But

when we reflect how few and simple were the implements of

A
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ancient warfare, we can not easily convince ourselves that so

- great Jabor could have been thus needlessly expended in the
construction of a work which could not bave materially con-
tributed to the protection of its inmates, or supplied ‘them with
any additional resources.

Any detailed account of this work is regarded as unneces-
sary, in view of the many notices of it which bave, from time
to time, been published by visiters whom curiosity, or a love
of antiquarian research, have drawn to the place. These
writers, who hLave been generally governed by the judgment
of those who had preceded them, have contented themselves
with a hasty and superficial survey. The best and most lucid
description that I bave yet seen, is to be found in Dr. E. II.
Davisfs Researches in the Valley of the Mississippi, made in
connection with Mr. E. G. Squier, and accepted by the Smith-

_sonian Institution for publication, in 1847. While I cor-
dially congratulate those gentlemen on the general interest
manifested in the extensive surveys they have personally
made of some of the most extensive and complicated earth-
works in the immediate valley of the Scioto river and tribu-
taries, I can but regret their failure to investigate, personally,

this mammoth among earth-works. And this is the more to .

be regretted in view of the exact accuracy and truthfulness
manifested by Dr. Davis, in his surveys and delineations of
many intricate and extensive groups of earth-works, the traces
of which are rapidly disappearing, and which can only be
preserved in diagrams. :
~ In the adoption of Prof. Locke’s survey, however, we were
secure from error, for all of the more recent surveys confirm
its accuracy. Many of the minor details represented in Mr.
E.G. Squiye’s plan, have escaped my observation  in several
protracted examinations which I have made of the premises.
His plan presents a very pretty picture; but the traces of
living water represented as diverging from the apertures or
breaks in the embankment, I have failed to discover, and au-
tumhn frequently finds those which are shown in the appended
cut, without water. -There are, however, several ravines that
enter the enclosure, through which the surface water from

)
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heavy rains and melting snows are discharged ; and this has,
to some extent, chanvcd the' surface and demnr*ed the ionn
of the interior.

The extreme antiquity of this work is evident in the mag-
nitude of the embankment situated as it'is on the very brink
of a precipice where no obstruction is represented to its rapid
wear, by the work of rain, and the annnal upheaving of the
ear th by frost, &e. In view of this fact, the almost incredible
magnitade of the original work is also apparent. Notwith-
standing Dr. Locke, and others whose opinions are worthy of
much consideration, suppose the earth used in the construc-
tion of the wall to have been taken from the pits within the
enclosure, we must dissent from such a conclusion. In a re-
cent examination of the premises, by boring, we discover at
points along the interior base of the wall, distant twelve feet

. from the same, and where interior excavation is least ap-

parent,stratified alluvial to the depth of eighteen feet, while
at the distance of sixty feet from the wall) no such stratifica-
tion is to be observed. The depth of alhmals at this point,
evndently formed by the decomposition of vegetabl e!matter,
is strong evidence of the former existence of a deep ditch
around the interior of the whole work, except where the em-
bankment crosses the peninsula or nd(re of high land, at
which point this alluvial formation is fonnd by bonno' along
the exterior base of the wall, and to the depth of six feeb
within, It is, moreover, wor thy of remark, that the work en-
tirely across this peninsula is not only much higher than any
other portion of the structure, but retains a uniformity of fin-
ish not to be observed to the same extent, at any other point
of the structure. At all points where the exterior declivity is

most precipitous, the magnitude of the walls is proportionably

less, and at several points does not exceed six feet in perpen-
dicular altitude, while the line across the peninsula towers to
nearly eighteen. The wall on the isthmus connecting the two
great compartments, retains a more uniform height than any
other portion of the work ; the stratification of alluvial does not
run so deep along this isthmus as at other points, and we pre=
sume the wall to have originally been less high than elsewhere.

3
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Additional evidence of the existence of a deep interior ditch
is drawn from the fact that where the excavations mentioned
Dby Dr. Locke and others are most.apparent, the embankment
“is highest and most perfect ; and the additional wash from the
same which would- reduce the magnitude of the wall to that
of the other portions whigh present no superficial indications
of a ditch, would suffice te.fill those apparent excavations to
the surface level. We, hbwever, incline to the opinion that
the mound-builders availed themselves of many natural un-,
dulations and irregularities presented in the interior of the
work ; and Iinfer this from the fact, that an even surface is al-
most everywhere apparent within their enclosures ; and, within
this enclosure, where the draughts of the ravines that enter the
enclosed area are not apparent, the indication is equally evi-
dent. "In view of all these circumstances, in connection with
aboriginal tradition relative to the origin and use-of this great
work, I believe the wall, as: on«mally constructed, to have
,fcnmed an unbroken chain on the summit, within which was
- a ditch of great depth, from which the water was drawn by
subteuanem channels issuing at the points indicated in the
cut at the figures 1, 2, 3, that there were but two points of in-
gress or egress indicated at figures 4 and 5; and that all the
breaches now observed in the wall were caused by the uproot-
ing of timber, or the wear and Wash of time. This conclusion is
sustamed by the fact, that on the western side of the southern
compartment, in 1847, there appeared, several feet above the
general base of the wall, an opening extending entirely
through the same. This opening was at a point where one of
-those supposed excavations appear, in_ which a considerable
quantity of water collects in the spring season, from melted
snow and rain, forming a pond ‘that retains the water until
midsummer. This pond becomes tenanted by frogs, and
these attract to the place the musk-rat, whose favorite food
they constitute. These animals burrowing through the wall,
‘have opened a passage through which the water of the pond
finds egress-whenever it is lalsed above its ordinary level by

heavy rains, or other «acmdental causes. Thus the breach is .

. rapidly enlal ging and “will soon destroy a portion of the wall.
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at that point, and present anotker location for a block-house
as perfect as any of those which now appear.

We suppose this diteh to have remained unobstructed for
a long time after the abandonment of the work, and until
much of the surface of the wall had been gradually removed.

- The first general obstruction was probably occasioned by the

uprooting of large trees, whereby large masses of earth were
deposited ‘in the ditch, and the free passage of water im-
peded, thus giving rise to the formation of ponds at numer-
ous points along the wall. These ponds were subject to such
casnalties as we have already referred to, and occasioned
many of the breaches which now appear. Others of these
breaches have been produced by the uprooting of heavy tim-
ber which formerly grew upon the wall; for it is apparent
that in many instances the removal of trees now occupying
the summit of the wall, would result in similar breaches, and
of equal magnitude with those which now appear. -

The embankment is formed of tough clay, resembling that

found at the depth of from five to twenty feet beneath the
surface alluvial of the enclosure and the surrounding country.
This clay resists saturation to such a degree, that surface
water is in many localities retained in the spring untit taken
up by evaporationy it is of an oily texture and so solid and
compact that the lighter alluvial, formed by the decomposi-
tion of vegetable maiter, is annually removed, and the sur-
face covered with moss, which affords additional protection
to the wall, and retains mioisture sufficient to sustain vegeta-
tion. The strong resistance afforded in the nature of the ma-
terial of which the wall is composed to the action of the ele-
ments, partially accounts for its remarkable preservation, as
compared with other and. similar works; for there is no struc-
ture found in the entire valley of the Ohio, composed of simi-
lar materials, while many are found enclosing larger areas,
but which have been almost entirely obliterated by the rava-
ges of time. This successful resistance of the wall to the ac-
tion of the elements satisfactorily accounts for the heavy de-
posite of vegetable mould apparent in the interior ditch.

oy
B
3
;
i




-
AN

HNIEROGLYPIUICAL MONUMENTS,

Cour E.

<

Seale, 80) fret to the inch.

MONUMENTAL TORTOISE.

i
b

TR S RS, R N R S e+



By




WISCONSIN AND MINNESOTA. 81

’ CHAPTER IX.

‘ WISCONSIN AND- MINNESOTA.

THERE is probably no portion of the United States that

presents so great a diversity of tumulus form as that -

known as the State of Wisconsin. Although works of much
greater magnitude frequently appear in Ohio, and the regions
south, yet the eartherreffigy is'of rare occurrence in the im-
mediate valley of the Mississippi south of Wisconsin and Il-
linois, and is not often met with east of those states.

In Indiana, Ohio, and that portion of the states .of Penn-

sylvania and Virginia lying west of the Alleghany mountains,

various groups of earth-work appear; and in some parts of
this territory earth-works of colossal proportions, and adjacent
to each other, abound, especially on the leading tributaries of
the Ohio river, the Muskingum, Scioto, Great Miami, &ec.

A general similarity in form and manner of construction
characterizes the whole ; the circle and square being of most
frequent ocenrrence where extensive areas are enclosed by
earthen walls. Heavy works, however, are sometimes seen
enclosing large areas, that seem to have been formed with
reference to the position they occupy, as Fort Ancient, on
the Miami, and others on some of the tributaries of the Sci-
oto, &e. : :

The conical or truncated earth-work, together with elonga-
ted embankments of various dimensions, isolated in position,
yet similar in form, abound throughout the whole valley of
the Mississippi, and on most of its leading tributaries.

‘While we recognise the same forms and figures in Wiscon-
sin, we also discover a much greater variety of material em-
ployed in the constrnction of the work, together with remark-
able identity in the relative arrangement; an identity that

we have rarely discovered east of the state of Illinois, except
. 6. ‘
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in the lineal ranges diverging from Circleville, in Olio, of
which we shall treat in another place.

Many of the earth-works of Wisconsin being thrown up in
the form of effigies representing men, birds, beasts, fishes, and

~ reptiles, isolated, connected, and amalgamated, can not fail
to enlist the attention, and challenge the investigation of the
curious observer.

Even the illiterate savage has not been entirely unmindful
of them ; although long and familiar acquaintance has served
to render him generally indifferent to them, yet his most an-
cient traditions make mention of these works; the degree of

'probability which some of these traditions possess, entitles
them, in view of the approaching extinction of the Indian
race, to consideration, and makes them worthy of record.

The importance of such a record becomes more apparent.

. when we reflect that the advance of civilization threatens the .
total demolition of many of the most singular and interesting
ancient works of man, unknown to written history; and, if
prosperity in the future is best secured by the attentive study
of the past, the completion of such record becomes a debt due
‘to posterity.

MIN\TESOTA CIRCULAR CEMETFRY, AND SACRIFICIAL MOUND.

In that portion of Minnesota Whlch lies south of the St.
Peter’s river, and west of the Mississippi, we find, not only
¢ in the number, but in the magnitude, diversity, and compli-
cated arrangement of the works of the mound-builders, evi-
dences of an ancient population more dense and numerous
~  than probably existed north of those streams. ‘
About twenty-seven miles southwest of the junction of the
Blue-Earth river with the St. Peter’s, on the summit of a
beautiful natural elevation in the midst of an extensive undu-
lating prairie, and commanding an exceedingly interesting
landscape view of many miles in circuit, is a large, artificial,
truncated mound, apparently designed to give finish to a nat-
ural circular hill, which rises to the height of fifty feet above
the adjacent undulations, and occupies an area of about six
acres.
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This mound (See Cut G, Fig. 1), is composed of various
strata of clay, sand, and gravel, evidently procured from a
distance, at the. cost of much labor; and it is so skilfully
adapted to the general form of the hl]l that, were it not for
the diversity of material, it would be extxemely difficult to
recognise it as artificial, it being covered with an alluvial
soil, and thickly clad with a luzuriant growth of grass.

In sinking a shaft at the summit, after removing the allu-
vial surface, we came in contact Wlth a dense stratum of clay,
bearing the marks of intense heat; this rested on a stratum
of sand, ashes, and charcoal, of several feet in depth, beneath
which lay a compact hearth or pavement, regularly formed of

round water-washed stones, that were evidently obtained-at <~

some remote place, as none of similar form are found in the
vicinity. On further examination, I discovered, on removing
the contents, that this pavement lay in the form of a basin
eight feet in diameter, and about two in depth, and rested on
a stratum of clay which continued unchanged in texture to
the depth of about eight feet; it there became mingled with
clay resembling that found beneath the common alluvial of
the adjacent plam.

At the base of the hill are twenty truncated mounds, of
various dimensions, from twenty to thirty-five feet base, and
* from four to six in perpendicular height, arranged equi-distant
in an exact circle around the hill. All of the small mounds
are composed of clay mingled with ashes, which seem to have

been deposited in small parcels, interspersed throughont the

body of the work, being most dense and compacb near the
centle

" After examining, by thorough excavation, four of these

" small works, and discovering then' identity of material and
general arrangement, I came to the conclusxon that all were

umform in deswn :

Having dlscovered works exhibiting a sum]ar arrangement
~in Wlsconsm which were tladltlonally represented by De-
coo-dah as sacriﬁcial depositories (the central mound being

the altar, and the surrounding works formed by depositing

relics of sacrifice), we discontinued further examination.

g
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MINNESOTA SPIDER. /

Although it has been urged by some early traveller in what
is now known as the territory of Minnesota, that no artificial
earth-works were found within its borders, yet a more recent
and critical survey of the premises, abundantly disproves such
a conclusion.

All must concede, however, that these works are less numer-
ous in Minnesota than in Wisconsin and the territory south
and west of the Wisconsin river, yet they may be occasionally
seen north and west of St. Anthony’s falls, on the Upper Mis-
siesippi. K

Most travellers in their exploratlons of those northern re-
gions, have mainly confined their researches to the immediate

- vicinity of the navigable water-courses; most of which an=
nually inundated the lowlands adjacent. But when we con-
sider the fact that the mound-builders in every part of this -
continent yet explored, were singularly careful in the location

‘\ of their works, to place thém, almost unwersa]ly, in situations

\not exposed to inundation, it no longer remains a matter of
-surprise that early trav ellels in those regions fa.lled to dlscover,
them.

While it is conceded that in explorations heretofore made,
the earth-works found north of the Chippewa river are few
and far between, yet their strange forms and singular rela-
tive position render them abundantly worthy the attentxon of
the antiquarian.

Inasmuch as artificial ealth-wmks are found in each quarter
of the habitable globe, a careful comparison of relative posi-

_tion and of form, we humbly conceive, may yet lead to con-
clusions more satisfactory and rational than any yet attained -
relative to their origin.

In exploring that portion of the territory of Minnesota lying
‘west and south of the Mississippi, above the falls of St.
Anthony, and south of the junction of the Crow-wing river, to
the junction of the Blue Earth with the St. Peter’s river, the
appearance of artificial ‘earth-works is extremely rare ; we dis-
covered one, however, that we suppose to be about,sixty miles
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north of the junction of the St. Peter’s with the Mississippi,
which we deem worthy of notice, not so much on account of
" the magnitude of the work, as its strange and peculiar con-
figuration.

This work (see cut P, Fm 4), presented in well-defined out-
line in a connected cluster of embankments, with a perpen-
dicular altitude of from two to four feet, is located on a promx-
nent emmence, in the midst of an extensive undulating prairie,
and occupies an area of about one acre. An o\bserver occupy-
ing the summit or centre of the work, at the point of its greater
elevation, will readily recognise the outlines and figure of a
mammoth spider, and as such we class it with animal effigies.

Having received nothing traditional relative to the use or
origin of this work, we-must leave the reader to exercise his
own fancy, with such assistance as the faxthful delineation in
the drawing will supply.

TRIANGULAR WORKS, MINNESOTA.

These works, of rare occurrence in Minnesota, are more
abundant in Wisconsin, are in general of small dimensions.
They are sometimes seen in the form of solid embankments
(as shown in cut P, Fig. 8), but more often consist of walls
enclosing trlangular areas, with sides of from thirty to sixty
feet. The wall seldom exceeds a perpendicular height of more
than three feet, with a-base of. from four to six feet composed
of earth similar to that of the adjacent country, and destitnte
of any apparent depog}te. They are traditionally represented
by De-coo-dah, to have been used as cemeteries, and to differ
" from the small circular mounds so common in inois, only in

their triangular form ; that form being indicative of a distirfet
nationality. The interior of. these works (as shown in cut L,

_Figs. 3 and 4), is represented as containing the dust of the
dead. When the entire area enclosed had been superficially
occupied, the space between the several bodies being filled in
with earth, a second tier, or layer of bodies, was commenced
above those previously interred, and so on, one layer above
another, until the interior was filled. The work was then
levelled on the summit, and a new wall created.
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The correctness of this tradition is abundantly verified by
an examination of these works in their finished and unfinished
condition, as we now find them; some having but few deposites,
while others are in a more advanced stage of completion.

~ ENCLOSED CEMETERY, MINNESOTA.

This singular arrangement of earth-work, represented in Cut
N, Fig. 7, oceurs' at or near the junction of a small stream or
trxbutal y of the Crow-Wing river, within about twenty miles
of the junction of that river with the Mississippi, but is more
frequently observed on the highlands. bordering on the St.
Croix and Chippewa rivers, in the intermediate space between’
those streams. We have not yet discovered it south of the
Wisconsin river. - _ -

It consists of a conical or truncated mound, of from thuty-
to sixty feet in base diameter, and from six to twelve feet in
perpendicular height. The interior of this mound is composed
of earth that bears the impress of fire, mingled with ashes

and particles of charcoal; the exterior is alluwal mlnfrled

- with clay. .

This central mound is surrounded by an earthen wall, of
from two to four feet in height, and from six to ten feet base,
forming a perfect square ; and this is surrounded by a ditch,
or depression, at the base, of from one to two feet in depth,
and from four to eight feet wide. From the exterior brink
of this ditch, radiate four elongated triangular embankments,
varying in dimensions from twenty to sixty feet in length, ac-
cording to the magnitude of the work enclosed, genelally
arranged as represented in the cut; but sometimes in the
smaller works of this class, the radlatmg embankments diverge
from the four corners of the enclosing wall. Similar 1ad1atmo-
embankments sometxmes surround txuncated works (see Flg
3 in the cut).
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CHAPTER X.

|}

SACRIFICIAL PENTAGON.

HIS remarkable o'roup, to which we have given the name
‘\ of the Sacrificial Pentagon, has probably elicited more
numerous conjectures as to its original use than any other
earth-work yet discovered in the valley of the Mississippi. -

. It is situated on the west highland of the Kickapoo river,
in ‘Wisconsin, and about thirty miles northeast of Prairie du
Chien ; and- consists of a grand or outer circle, enclosing a
pentagonal, or five-angled wall, seven truncated mounds of

. various dimensions, and a small inner circle.

' The work is somewhat defaced by the ravages of time, and
by the uprooting of trees; but all its parts may yet be clearly
traced. It is covered by a dwarfish growth of oaks, with
smaller shrubs and under-brush.

The outer circle is more than twelve hundred feet in
circumference, the wall being from three to five feet
in height, with a general base diameter of from twelve
to sixteen feet. The successive removals of trees from
the summit, and other causes have much defaced this wall
and broken the regularity of its outline. The pentagon has
retained a more perfect form, although this, too, has euffered
much from the wear of time, as its altitude now varies from
four to six feet in height. The small inner circle can be but

~dimly traced, its greatest elevation being about twelve inches.

. The five bastions or small mounds within the pentagon, and

-between it and the small circle, seem to have their original

form, having an equal altitude with the wall.

The bastion within the entrance of the outer circle is some-
what larger than those within the pentagon, and its form ap-
pears to be yet perfect.
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The central mound of about thirty-six feet in diameter, and
retaining a smooth finish, seems to have suffered but little
from the wear of time. It is nearly flat on the summit, with
a slight depression at the centre. .

This singular arrangement of earth-work is traditionally
represented to have been designed for a sacred national altar,

‘at which human sacrifice was offered ; and this tradition is

sustained not only by the fact that the summit of the central
mound still retains the traces of fire, in the remains of burned
clay, charcoal, and ashes, but also by remains of the same de-
posite found near the surface of five flat mounds adjacent to,
and south of the main work, the deposite being more abun-
dant in the central mound of the range, than in the ‘other

four. (These mounds are not shown in the cut.)

The central mound is represented to have been the most
holy sacrificial altar known to tradition; and the peculiar
form of the surrounding works show it to have been of the
highest order of sacrificial monuments, and dedicated to the
offering of human sacrifice only.

The head being the only part offered in human sacuﬁces,
the peculiar form of the pentagonal work was symbolical.
The ancient American recognising, in the five angles of the
work, the five senses—seeing, hearing, feeling, tasting, and
smelling; the head, being the recipient of, and fountain
whence flowed the manifestations of all those senses, was rec-
ognised as the representative of them all, and was conse-
quently set apart as thé highest and holiest oﬁ'ermg, known

" to the ancient sacrificial service.

Tradition asserts that human sacrifice was offered at this
altar by the ancient Ameucans tw1ce a year—to the sun, and
to the moon. )

The sun, being the great fountain of light and life through
all creation, was supposed to hold the supreme power of the
universe, and, as supreme ruler, to be worthy of the highest
and holiest.adoration. ) »

Without the light of revelation, and looking only to nature
and its analogies for his views of God, it was hardly possible
that the ancient American should_have entertained the pos-

~
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sibility of intelligent existence without the distinction of sex.
Naturally, therefore, the moon was adored as a goddess—a
subordinate deity, and exercising peculiar dominion over the
destiny of females. She was supposed to be assisted in her
government by a great serpent, whose form was recognised in
the circle that sometimes surrounds her -orb, which was be-
* lieved to have especlal charge of refractory spirits. -

Thus the sun, in his diurnal course, was.supposed to be en-
gaged in gathering together the spirits of men,-while to the
moon, an’ inferior delty, was intrusted the care and keepmg
of the weaker and less worthy sex.

This great altar of sacrifice was regarded as the holy of
holies, or inner sanctuary ; and no foot save that of a prophet
might pass within the sacred walls of the pentagon, after its
completion. The. prophets having thus the supreme control
of this sanctuary, resided on mounds in the vicinity and im.
mediately adjacent to the work.

The five small mounds within the pentagon were denom-
inated oracular mounds; and one being set apart to each
prophet, they frequently retired there to receive oracular
counsels, which, from the summit of the mound at the en-
trance to the great circle, they subsequently delivered to the
people. The five prophets set apart for this service were in
continual attendance; their wants being administered to by
the people.

The times of offering sacrifice were in the spring and fall.
An offering was made to the sun in the spring, as soon as
vegetation began to put forth, with much feasting and great joy.
Then when first the willow showed its early leaves, the aged
of the nation assembled without the pentagon, and it was the
privilege of the oldest male present to offer his head in sacri-
fice ;' or he might unite with the four who were next in age,
and, with them cast lots for the privilege. ‘Then, the victim,
self -appointed, or determined by lot, as the case mlght be, re-
paired to-the tent of the senior plophet who, aided by his
four junior associates, painted the face and adorned the body
of the favored victim with a covering of the mistletoe, that
 being the ‘holiest and most rare of evergreens.
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They then condict him to the oracular mound, at the en-.

trance of the great circle. The elder prophet: and the victim
ascend its summit, and there stand erect until the people
arrange themselves on the summit of the wall. Meantime
the younger prophets continue walking around the mound,
chantinfr songs of sacrifice.

‘The spectators all being otderly arranged, the senior proph-
et-takes the victim by the hand, and they proceed around
between the circle and the pentagon the younger plophets
following behind. They walk hand in hand in pairs, chant—
ing the du ge of sacrifice.

The people on the wall continue to strew evergreens at its
inner base within the circle, that the victim may wa]k thereon,
until the procession has passed five times around the pentagon.

“ On their arrival at the oracular mound, at the termination .

of the fifth eircuit, the younger prophets arrange themselves
around its base.

‘While “the senior prophet and the victim ascend to the
summit, both standing erect, the prophet draws forth the knife
of sacnﬁce This is a signal for universal silence.

' He presents the mee to the victim, who kisses it, and-

returning it to the prophet, kisses the hand that receives it. /
“ The,_prophet then points the knife at the sun, while the
victim voluntarily prostrates himself on the summit of the
moupd, with his face upward, gazmo’ at the great god of day.

The younger prophets each seize a hand or a foot; holding
the victim close to the ground. The great circle of specta’cms
who line the outer wall, in perfect sﬂence Wa.lt; the. consulx%ma.-
tion of the sacrifice.

The prophet then severs the head ﬁom the body, and con

. veys it bleeding to the altar, when a umversa.l shout arises
from all present.

There placing it in the same posmon as before, facmg the
sun, he descends to the inner circle, where he continues walk-
ing around the altar until the younger prophets arrange the
fuel upon and about. the $acrifice. They then seat themselves
at the base of the altar, and the senior prophet, ascending to
* the sacrifice, points his blood-stained knife at the sun, and
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- waits the return of the younger prophets, who go to his tent,
to bring each a brand of fire from the holy hearth.

Wlth these he kindles the fuel, and again retires to the inner
circle, where hé continues waleor about the gifar,“while the.
other prophets feed the flame untll the sacrifice is' consumed.

While the fires are burning, all those in attendance on the
summit of the outer circle, occasionally pointing with one hand
at the sun, and with the other to the altar, solicit their god to
receive the sacrifice, and to bestow his blessings upon the -

" nation.

These ceremonies contmue until sunset, then all retire.
ZEarly on the morning of the next day, all resume their posi-
tion on the circle and about the altar, to salute the rising sun.

If the sky is clear, and the sun rises bright, the fire is again
lighted, and bountifully fed with fuel for several hours; it is
then suffered to burn without further supply, until the sun

. reaches the meridian, when the prophets, having gathered . .

together the evergreens that were strewed at the base of the
circle, place them on the fire, that their smoke may ascend to
the sun as a national incense. After these have been con-
sumed, the senior prophet uncovers the body ‘of the victim, .
_ places the mistletoe on the coals, that the smoke of this, too,
may ascend as a sweet savor, and disseminate the prmcxples
of life, that all may inhale and live.

The younger prophets then carry brands of the ho]y fire to
their tents, and return each to convey a- live coal to the tent
“of the senior prophet, whose hearth alone must supply the fire
to kindle a sacrificial blaze meet for that holy altar; a hearth -
whose fire is always fed, and neyersguffered to be extxnomshed

If the sun rose clear, a pomon of the sacrificial ashes was
delivered, with the body of the victim, to the friends or rela-
tives, for monumental commemoratxon a part being reserved\\
for deposite by the prophet in the omcular mounds, to secure
intercourse with the dead. But if the sun, at its rising, was

'oliicured by clouds that were considered ominous of some
" national calamity, or as indicating the disapprobation of the
sun, or his refusal to accept the sacrifice, then the ashes were
retained on the altar, that the sun might daily lock upon them,

Re
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and thus be propitiated ; and the body was delivered over with
wailing. If the sun remained obscured for five successive
days, a second saguﬁce wasg offered.

During these geremonies, ari unbroken fast was strictly ob—
served by all who were in attendance, and in the event of a
second offering, the nation was required to fast for five days.

In autumn, immediately after the first blxghtmg frost, the
same ceremonies were observed.

But now, the victim being a female, the. selectlon was seldom
made by lot for their love of monumental commemoration
was so great, and this being the-only means through which .
they could obtam it, that the privilege was considered too -
precious to be placed at the risk of chance. : )

This sacrifice, being dedicated to the moon, was always
offered at the full moon ; and if at that time of offering, tbev
moon was surr oundgd by a serpent, or circle, two victims were
offered at the same time. .

After all the ceremonies of sacrifice were observed, the
fast was succeeded by a sumptuous feast at the Festival Cir-
cle. (Cut G.)

This circle is formed by five crescent-shaped earth-works,
surrounding a central work of circular form, with a smooth
level surface, surrounded by radiating triangular projectioris.
These projections are regularly arranged equi-distant from

‘each other, with spaces between of sufficient width to admit

of convement ascent. '
~ In a work of this description, seen on the low lands of the
Kickapoo, the central work, designed to represent the sun,
has a base diameter of about sixty feet, with a perpendicular
- altitude of about three. It is traditionally represented to
. have been occupied only in sacrificial festwmes consequent
“upon the offering of human sacrifices.

The five crescents, or lunar circle, also present a flat sur-
* face, with an elevation of about two feet.

Immedlately after the propitious offering of human sacri-
fice, the people assembled at this p]ace to mdulve in festivi-
ties, that were celebrated with singing and dancmg. In the
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festival dance, the males occupied the centlal mound or sun,
and the females the crescents, or lunar circle.

T bave discovered but ﬁ\'e of these festival circles, and
but two pentagons; and have not_found in any of them any
deposite whatever, except that found at the pentagon, in the
remains of burned clay, mica, char coa] and ashes. )

Tradition declares that the fire used at the pentagon in sac-
rificial service was received from the sun by the most holy
prophet on the summit of the altars. Does not this assist us
in finding an explanation of what has hitherto given rise to
much specnlatxon and conjecture, namely, the frequent oc-
currence of mica deposited-in tumuli, at places remote from
any natural locality of that substance? The tumuli in which
we have discovered these deposites, are those which tra-

dition has indicated as the burial'mounds of prophets. Now
we know, that from the earliest ages, and under every form
of idolatry, the pretended miracle of calling fire from heaven
to consume the offering wpon the altar of sacrifice, has been
a favorite device with which to impose upon the credulity
and superstition of an ignorant people: Especially has this
been true of those nations who have regarded the sun as the
supreme object of idolatrous worship. Zoroaster taught his
followers that the sacred fire which he intrusted to their
care, had been brought direct from heaven; and the altar of
the modern fire-worshipper must burn with no flame lesg pure
than that which the rays of the sun itself serve to kindle.
Tradition informs us, as we have before stated, that this de-
vice was not unknown to the prophets of the ancient Ameri-
cans. It seems not-improbable that mica was made use of
by them, for the concentration of the sun’s rays, in effecting
this apparent miracle, of kindling the sacred fire; and that
consequently it became to be 1e0'a1ded as itself sacred, and
to be set apart for the exclusive use of the prophets.

Therc are many circular enclosures (without a pentagonal

-, enclosare, however), larger, smaller, and of nearly the same
dimensions as this; but in none of them do we find any )
similar central deposite. This seems, at- least‘ to indicate

(f
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some peculiar and marked desngn in the construction of this
singular work.

Cuclevxlle, in Ohio, enclosed within a double wall, has a
central work of similar form to that énclosed by the penta-
gon; yet no traces of ashes, charcoal, or earth, bearing marks
of fire, were discovered there. This work however, con-
tained some rare spemmens of mica. Fmt Ancient, and
many other enclosures in the Scioto valley, are entirely with-

-, out mica.

&

CIRCLEVILLE, IN OHIO.

While there are many embankments of great extent, vary-
ing in form and relative connection, which tradition rec-
ognises as the enclosures of ancient.cities, and places of
refuge, the works at Circleville, traditionally denominated the

- Temple of Peace, and those which enclose the pentagon, just
" described, are the only ones which are regarded as exclu-
sively sacred. (See Cut L, fig. 2.)
On presenting to De-coo dah a drawing which I had pre-
- viously taken of the earth-work of Circleville, his eyes beamed
with delight, and he exclaimed, “Seci-otee!” DBut when I
informed him that a populous village now stood within the
walls of the ancient enclosure, his frame trembled with emo- .
tion, and his visage grew dark with anger. I observed his
excited state, and sought to change the subject. But my ef:
forts were in vain, for memories of that ancient work seemed
to engross all his thoughts. He soon, however, became more
composed, and again 1epeated as 1f to himself, ¢ Sci-o-tee!”
Soon he mquued whether those sacred works remained un-
m.)ured2 I hesitated for a moment, before replying. He
raised his voice to a louder tone, and with an apparently un-
conscious movement of his hand toward the handle of his
knife, he asked, “ Do the bones of my fathers rest in peace %’

My reply in the affirmative apparently re-assured him; he
regained his composure, and soon began to rehearse to me - .
the traditional history of the place.

Notwithstanding his advanced age, for De-coo-dah had
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then numbered more than fourscore and ten years, his recol-
lections were vivid and clear, and I was astonished at the
accuracy of his description of form and arrangement,
“Seventy-six winters,” said he, “have passed away since
last I visited that place, where the bones of my fathers lie;
and well do I remember that the oldest of our tribe often

boasted that the blood of man or beast had never sfained the.

earth within that circle.
“The great Spirit rested on the central mound and thence

gave oracles to the prophets at the appearance of ‘each new -

moon.
* “Once a year the neighboring nations.met together to sing
songs about the sacred circle and to receive, through the
prophet, the blessings of their fathers.

“So great a samed temple is not often seen; but this was
erected by the union of four nations that hved for many
years at-peace with each other, and met annually in festive

union. This circle occupied the geographical centre of the

territory belonging to these four great nations, and lineal
ranges of artificial mounds diverging from this common cen-
tre, marked the bounds between them. Each nation, at the

- annual visit, occupied its own soil, except only the great

chiefs. To these was assigned a position south of the circle,
on an eminence commandmg a full view of the whole work ;

and the four oldest chiefs of the several nations occupied one
tent, of a semicircular form, north of the circle. -Thjg tent
was open to the visits of all who had occasion to co mum-
cate with the chiefs: In it all national business pertaining to

the general welfare of the people was adjusted, royal interna- -

tional nuptials ratified, and titles of honor conferred.
" There were five matrimonial mounds appended to this
sacred work,located within the enclosures, four within the

festival-square, one of which was dedicated to the matrimo- -
nial service of each nation; and one, at the entrance to and
within the sacred circle, to the matnmomal serv1ce of proph-

ets. (See Cut L.)
" At this temple the order of circular matnmomal celebra-
tion was first instituted, it having been the custo in ‘more

A o
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ancient times, for parents to bestow their danghters without
their consent. The prophets perceiving that unwilling matri-
monial union engendered strife, instituted this ceremony, that
females might have power to escape unwilling thraldom,
without infringing on the right of the parent to. bestow his
child, it being easier to establish new customs than 'to abro-
- gate old ones. :

The ceremonial consxsted in running the ring or circular
trail around the matrimonial mounds that were shghﬂ) ele-
vated, and made level and smooth. ‘

During the annnal feasts, the resident prophet occupied the
gummit of the proplets’ matrimonial altar, from day-dawn to
sunrise, and from sunset until the close of twilight, and at
these times, those wishing to unite in matrimony mm'ht ap-

_pear at the matrimonial a]tm dedicated to the nation of

“which they were members. On the appearance of a male

at the base of the altar, the prophet xepaned to and ascend-
ed it. ‘

If a female then appeared at any other altar, the ceremony
was international; but, if not, it was national. In the latter
case, after questioning the individual about his matrimonial

engagement, his family, name, &ec., he was commanded to

sing a nuptial song. This was the signal for the approach
of the female. If she came accompanied by her parents, it
was a national evidence of parental approval; but if she ap-
peared alone, their disapprobation was apparent, and the
chanting of the matrimonial song by the surrounding guests
‘was in accordance with the circumstances. _
In either case the parties were entitled to the privilege of
the ring. ' The suitor takes a position east of the altar, at its
centre, and the female tukes hers on the west; all being now
ready, the prophet commands him to pursue his bride. They

both start at full speed, and if she is overtaken before she

makes three circuits of the altar, she is his bride, otherwise,
he may not receive her in marriage.

If the ceremony was 1ntemat10nal, each party appeared at
their respective national matrimonial altars. If the female

desired to retain her nationality, she remained steadfast at -
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her place, 1e0a1d]ess of the matrimonial song sung by her
snitor; that she might thus secure for her .issue the privilege

of acknowledged descent from her own nation.

But if she forsook her matrimonial altar, at the call of her
guitor, she relinquished her nationality, and betame for ever
after one with the nation to which he belonged. N

“This form of marriage,” said De-coo-dah, “during its
strict observance; was of great national importance. It not
only debarred the eripple and effeminate” from nuptial union,
but secuxed the succession of an athletic and bealthful pro-
geny.”

Now if this system of matrimonial union was estabhshed at
the temple of peace, as _represented by De:coo-dah, does not
the appearance of the same form of earth-work more than a

‘thousand miles northwest, in the regions of the blue-earth, in

connection with the lineal range of pentagons extending from
the coasts of Labrador to mensvﬂle in Penm)]vanm, fur-

‘nisit strong evidence of-a- x‘mo‘latxon of the mound-builders,

at some remote era, i}%m"‘tbe north to the south? And does
not the vast dnnensmns of these works in the south, compared
with the smaller works found at the north, testify to the con-
clusion, that from a mere colony they became a great and
powerful people?

The retention of some of their original txadmoml customs
among the Indians of the present day, who are farthest re-
moved from civilization, is indieative.of the ancient connec-
tion or amalgamation of the two races. But that the present
Indian, and the ancient mound-builder were of distinct na-
tional origin, is equally evident. It is evident. from the fact,
that a population so dense, as the works of the mound-builders
indicate, conld not have subsisted by fishing and hunting;
and, besides, the known aversion of the Indian in all ages, to
labor, forbids the possibility of their construction by that race,

“This,” said De-coo-dah, ‘“is one of the most ancient sa-
cred structures known. He:e was the great storehouse of
ancient tradition; lere many sacred rites and ceremonies

‘had their_origin; and the wilful transgression of laws and

edicts here promulgated was punished with death.

T
R .




7102 ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES.

“ Many moons were spent in the construction of this great
work. With the earth of the central mound were mingled

—_the ashes of dead prophets, gathered together from the four

-7 ~nations. The ashes of infants helped to rear the matri-

» monfal mounds, and the remains of many generations formed
- a part of the wall of the inner circle. Thus was the work

)

rendered sacred, by the materials employed in its construc-
tion. But the exterior wall was formed of earth thrown from
the ditch which surrounds the inner circle.”
Notwithstanding this work is generally regarded as a mili-
tary rampart, or fortification, yet its contiguity to high ground

" which commands 4 full view of its interior, seems of itself suf-

ficient reason for rejecting this conclusion. The traditionary
history as given by De-coo-dah, is more probable. Had the
work retained its ancient form, I should have endeavored
to induce that ancient son of the forest to revisit with me the -
tomb of his fathers..

Shortly after this 1nterv1ew, I showed De-coo-dah a draught
which I had previously taken of a circular work near Cincin-
nati. After looking attentively at it for some time, in silence,
“Tell me,” said he, “ what is your opinion of its use?”

I told him, in reply, that white men held in high estima- .
tion the art of war; and that when they viewed these ancient
works, which seem to have required so much time and la-

~ bor for their construction, and noted the similarity of their -

outline and general arrangement to their own ancient mili-
tary fortifications, they naturally inferred that these were de-
signed for the same purposes. '

“ Ah!” said he, “the white man, with all his wisdom, is
‘liable to be decewed' The tradition of my fathers recog-
nise this circular work as the scene of mirth and festivity, not
of war and strife. It was a national festival circle, the prop-
erty of a single nation, subject to be used in common. Once
a year it was occupled as the theatre of national festivities.”

This work, enclosing about twenty acres, is surrounded by
an earthen wall of light structure. It has suffered much by
the ravages of time.

De-coo-dah, being eld and given to reﬂectlon, used some-
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times to fall into melancholy moods, and at such times seemed
to think only of bis ancestors, and his departed wife and
children. He would recount the many kind offices of his
wife, the sudden death of his children, the fall of his last son
at the battle of the Bad-axe, and other incidents of his do-
mestic }nstory

One evening, as I sat hstemng to his monrnful recnta]s I
unconsciously shed tears. He perceived this, even before I
was aware of it myself. He immediately filled his pipe of
friendship, and affectionately addressed me: “ Brother,” said
he, “I am very old, and .must soon sleep with my fathers, to
- be remembered no more. :

“I have no son to perpetuate my memory, or transmit to
posterity what yet remains of ancient tradition. 7

“I have never trusted any white man with the traditions -
‘that I have imparted to you; receive them as the words of
trath, and keep them as a sacred trust.

% You have treated me with kindness without the hope of
reward. I have nothing to leave you in return that will call
to your remembrance our mutual friendship, save those an-
cienit traditions. Treasure them, then, in your paper-book,
and keep them as the dying gift of De-coo-dah; and when
you return to your father, your children and fuends, these
will furnish-matter of interesting conversation for you all.
And when you or they look upon any of these ancient works,
‘they will; perhaps, recall to your remembrance your friend,
the old Mocking-Bird.”
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CHAPTER XI

TRIODMPITAL MEMORIALS.

o

IN the states of Illinois, Wisconsin, and Iowa, there . are
many earth-works which resemble in form the bodies of
men of gigantic proportions. These are frequently met with in
pairs; but in various relative positions. Sometimes the effigies
are constructed side by side; at'others, the heads are contign-
ous, while the bodies diverge, and the feet point in opposite
directlons; -some have outstretched arms, interlocking, or in
cross-work ; and others are without any appearance of arms.

~ These’ works are generally accompanied by long, narrow
embankments, with triangular or pointed extremities; these
are traditionally denominated points of honor.

My attention was drawn to a couple of these colossal effi-
gies constructed on the second terrace of the upper Iowa
river. These figures were not placed side by side. “The
usual points of honor were appended to each; but the one
had extended arms, while the others were without arfns. On
subsequently revisiting this gronp in company with De-coo-
dah, I inquired of him, what was the reason of this differ-
ence, and what signification was designed to be attached to
the presence or absence of arms in effigies of this clags. :

He replied that those monuments, the triumphal memorials
of great war-chiefs, were erected after the cessation of hostili-
ties (as was indicated by their relative position), and by mu- "
tual consent. Tad they been erected during the war, they
would have been placed side by side. Those memorials were
seldom visited in times of peace; but, in time of war, they
were never passed withont a war-whoop salute to cheer the
spirits of the departed chiefs. The long, narrow embank-
ments, on eitber side, are points of honor; and these are
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never attached to memorial monuments which do not pertain
to commanders-in-chief.

Chiefs that fall without leaving male issue, are memorial- .
ized with closed arms; but those leaving a son, or sons, have '
their arms extended. Thus you can learn that one of the

chiefs in this group died without issue.

He afterward pointed out.to me the memorial monuments
of two brave chiefs, not commanders-in-chief, which may be
seen a few miles west of the group just descnbed “Those
chiefs,” he said, “you perceive are both memorialized as
leaving issue; but they have no points of honor, arid ‘being
memorialized during the existence of war, they are placed

‘by side. (See.Cuts M and N.) v

The chief memorialized in Cut M, was the last chief heredi- -~
tarily entitled to chiefdom in his family, leaving no male issue . -
living at the time of his fall, but having had male issue that
fell with-him in battle, it was memorialized in deposite at his
feet, as seen in the cut. His antagonist memorialized in
Cut N, leaves issue, male and female, as prefigured in the

" crescent and circle on either side of his memorial monument,
and a national monumental mound running from the circle

. to a birth-memorial mound, records the lineal suceession of a
son, while the two remaining memorials, one at the feet and:
the other near the head, are left in charge of a mother, as
prefigured in the crescent between. " The small national
mound located near the head of the effigy, and pointing to
the female birth-memorial, sanctions the future national mat-
rimonial disposition of that daughter. - Near the blue mounds
in Tllinois, are the memorials of two chiefs who fell in oppo-
‘sition to each other, but not in personal conflict, as appears
from their relative position, being placed head to foot. Both
left male issue engaged in active service, which is indicated
by the sharp points at the extremities of their extended arms.

The memorial monument of two chiefs who fell under simi-
lar circumstances, but leaving no issue, may be seen about
four miles north of Terre-Haute, on the lowland of the Wa- .
bash river, in Indiana.’
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CHAPTER XII
TITLE MOUNDS. -

IS order of memorial monuments abounds at various
A places, from the Alleghany mountains, north and west, to
the Rocky mountains “and ice-bound regions of the north.
South of this range, we are not aware of the existence of any
of this particular class of tnmular embankments. :
- There is another kind of memorial monument, pertaining to
title, which resembles, in general form, the war-chiefs’ memo--
. rial, seen in the Cut C C. A casual observer would be
~ likely to regard them as the same, but on critical examina-
tion, it is easy to discover a difference in the construction of
the head, in the oval protuberance presented in the broadest
end of the work, and also in the additional appendage of a
national monumental mound. There are sometimes two and
sometimes thrée of these title memorials attached to one
national monumental mound, as represented in Cut D D. ,

Having previously observed many of these memorial and
title monuments near the banks of the Wabash, Rock, and
‘Wisconsin rivers, and having preserved some drawings of
these, I laid them before De-coo-dah.

After silently regarding them for about half an hour, he ob-
served, repeating in substance what he had previously said to
me, that when this country was inhabited by his early ances-
tors, game was abundant and easily taken, and, consequently,
they having leisure, in times of peace, used to write their his-
tory in figures on the earth. There being many nations, and
each nation very populous, a small amount of jndividual labor
would suffice to make an important record. “ You observe,”
he continued, “that on examination you have found many
embankments, composed of soil unlike that which surrounds

2.
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them —this is owing to the fact; that in ancient days, it was
the practice with some nations to take small.portions of earth
from sacred places, and carry it with them in their migrations
- from one region to-another, to be deposited in a national pile,
sacred to the memory of their departed friends. This earth
was sometimes carried for many days’ travel, and formed the -
base of a national monumental mound, being placed in a regu-
lar stratum upon the surface of the ground, and covered with
earth gathered from the vicinity, to form a finished structure.

“]t was also a custom in ancient times, when it was not:
uncommon for healthy men to survive thirteen hundred moons,
for aged chiefs to retire from chiefdom when they became in-
firm or forgetful ; and it was the privilege of such, on retiring
to bestow titles on whomever they might select, with or with-
out the consent of thé national council : but in all cases where
national consent was obtained, a symbolical mound was erected,
‘which became indicative of the origin of the chief thus honored
by the deposite of a nut or acorn in some part of the monument
after its completion. -

“If the chief designated was a Iegltxmate son of the chief

who bestowed title, this-nut or acorn was planted in the imagi-
nary loins of the monumental figure ; but, if he were illegiti- -
.mate, it was placed below. the loins. If txtle was conferred
. upon a grandson, the deposite was made in the breast, that it
might.take root in, the heart, and bear testimony of family
affection.. If the party was not immediately related to the
family of the chief, the acorn was planted at the head, to -
indicate his supposed wisdom.

“But the commemorative trees which sprung from seed
thus planted, have all passed away, blown down by the wind,
destroyed by fire or decayed by age, and not having beeu
renewed, these monuments have lost their former peculxar
sxgmﬁcanee, yet, on many of them, where the trees grew to
a large size before they were uprooted by the wind, the traces
of theu' former existence may yet be observed.

“ Every long national monument with ova' ends, had origi-
nally two trees standing upon them, as the emblems of war
and peace. The latter was usually an evergreen, the pine,

.
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cedar, &c. To mar the trunk or break the limbs of this tree
of peace, was regarded as a formal declaration of war; and
~ to mar or break the tree of war, denoted the-cessation of hos-
tilities ; but at the final ratnﬁcatlon of peace, each nation pros-
trated its tree of war, and planted a new one in its place.

“Every nation had one monumental mound, at which no

o.her ceremonies than those jigt described were ever observed;
and so sacréd was the soil of “which they were formed, in the
estimation of those who reared them, that all game was suﬁ'ered
to rest unharmed upon ‘them.” To stain that 3011 with the blood
of man or beast, incurred the penalty of death. - No medicinal
herb or root that chanced to’ grow upon these mounds, was
suffered to be removed ; thus they have, until recently, retained
their original forms.. But now, could ‘the spirits of the great
departed be permitted to revisit the land of their birth, to wit- '
" ness the ravagesof the white man among these sacred mounds,
they would mourn ard wail; ay, they would proclaim an

endless war against those whose rude or careless hands have
~ thus done vxolence to holy places, and msulted the gods of the
old world.”

De-coo-dah paused, and for half an hour remained silent,
apparent]y lost in profound reflection. ‘He then recovered a
cheerful air, filled his pipe, and voluntarily resumed the con-
versation by inquiring if my father was yet alive. On being 3
answered in the affirmative, he inquired where he resided.
I answered that he lived near the eastern shore of this great
continent, and that I was born near the bank of James river,
at the mouth of which the first white men settled.

- ¢ Are there any monuments remaining in that country?”
he asked. I told him that on my father’s farm there was a
great pile of small stones thrown up in the form of a conical .
mound. “That,” said he “was the resting-place of some great
war-chief or chiefs, placed there by national order, to be honored
with a funeral pile, in anticipation of leaving the country.”
I then informed him that the pile yet remained undisturbed
and entire. He clasped my hand, and exclaimed, with much
apparent emotion —* The con of a good man!” Then,: passuw
the pipe of friendship, we retired to rest. :
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CIIAPTER XIII.

-

THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS.

AVING thoroughly explored the eastern shore of the
. Mississippi near the junction of the Wisconsin, and dis-
covenno- many monumental designs similar to those gener'ﬂly
found on the opposite shore, I resolved to cross the river for a
more critical and extended examination.
~ Soon after crossing the Mississippi, at the junction of
Turkey river, proceeding up that stream, I discovered, on the
farm of Mr. H. F. Lander, an isolated triangular group, par-
tially destroyed by the progress of agricul tuml innovations,
which, on a careful inspection, I recoo-msed as an unfinished
group of residential embankments. (See Plate Y, Fig. 1.)
After taking the form and position of this group, on being
informed by Mr. Lander that the highlands in that vicinity
abounded in tumular embankments, I ascended a precipitons
Dbluff terminating near the junction of Tarkey river, and soon
discovered a serpentine range, or series -of mounds. After
observing their position and order of arrangement, I traced
them two and a half miles, and found them to represent the
body of a huge serpent, with his tail entwined aronnd a na-
. tional monumental mound, to which were appended two sae-
rificial altars (Cut H. Fig. 1); and on the opposite or south
side of the serpent, twenty poles distant from the altars, T dis-
covered an embankment representing in form the body of a
~huge tortoise. About midway of the body of the serpent, on
_the same side, and distant about twenty poles, was crected
another national monument, with two sacrificial altars. . On
further examination, I found all of these sacrificial altars to
be covered with an alluvial soil, to the depth of about four
inches, under which was a stratum of ashes, earth, and char-
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coal commingled, to the depth of from twelve to fourteen
inches. -

After removing these two strata from above, I came in
contact with a bed of clay burned until it was as hard and
firm as well-burned potter’s ware. 1 then entirely removed
the two upper strata, when the summit of the mound pre-
sented to view a large earthen basin (See Cut W, Fig. 2), re-
sembling in form a baking dish, eight feet in diameter, and
fourteen inches in depth; but it was so brittle that it could
not be preserved and removed in its original form. On sink-
ing down beneath this vessel, I discovered that-the interior
of the mound was composed of sand, surrounded by clay of
two feet in thickness, which formed the centre outer surface.

I then commenced an examination of the long embank-
ments, and found these to be composed of earth resembling -
that which immediately surrounds them; the mounds which
. give form to the body of the serpent, are composed of similar
materials, and I discovered nothing like a primitive deposite
in any of them. I observed a lineal range of mounds run-
ning northwest, -which I afterward traced to the Spring
Grove, a distance of about one hundred miles, running west
from an altar near the tail of the effigy. (See Cut.)

I had previously received from De-coo-dah, a drawing rep-
resenting an earth-work in the form of a serpent, with which -
was connected a tortoise and sacrificial altars. He asserted
that these were worshipped by the Black Tortoise nation, in
the days of his ancestors, and that on those altars they burned
the bearts of their enemies. Since then, I have discovered
many works of this kind, agreeing with De-coo-dah’s repre-
sentation, given in Cut H, Figs. 2 and 8. And as no other’
animal effigies are found in their immediate neighborhood,
there can be little doubt that this mountain, now peopled by
Christians, devoutedly worshipping the true God, once pre-
sented scenes of idolatrous worship, when the great tortoise
(according to the traditions of De-coo-dah), was placed there
as a national intercessor with the serpent god.

I have never regarded with much favor the views of those
who "regard the primitive inhabitants of North America,
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as the descendants of the lost tribes of the children of Israel.
But I confess that this curious earth-work, thus raised on
high, on the very summit of the loftiest hill in that region of
country, and in full view of several extensive groups of resi-
dential mounds scattered along the shores of the Mississippi,
does, indeed, torcxb]y remind the observer of the Brazen Ser-
pent raised up in the wilderness. ' :

But this subject belongs rather to the province of the theo-

“logian, and to his consideration I willingly surrender it.

In traversing the high lands of Turkey river, I saw many
‘monuments commion to the western shore of the Mississippi,
but took no drawing until I descended to the low lands of
the Mississippi, and arrived at Gottenburg, a thriving little
German village situated on the bank of the Mississippi, on a
high prairie bottom, with a good landing for boats. The
country west is fertile and capable of sustaining a dense pop-
ulation, The immediate location of this village was formerly
called Prairie Laporte. This beautiful prairie, surrounded
by mountain scenery of the most romantic description, pre-
sents a very extensive group of ancient monuments, among
which we recognise the forms of two large serpents, traced by
a series of tumuli, as seen in Cut U. To one of these ser-
pents is attached a monumental tortoise, much defaced (on
which account it has been omitted from the drawing), which
is situated just within the village.

In this whole group, we read a record of the dominion of

twenty-two successive sovereigns or great. chiefs, indicated
by that number of national memorial monuments , appended to
the effigy, and twenty-four lineal memorials, appended to a

national mound. We have also a record of the extinetion of
that line, in the presence of the titular monument (in the form
of an animal), to which is attached the mound of extinction,
pointing to a battle-burial mound. T was very careful in
my enumeration and dehnewtxon of these mounds, as it is evi-
dent that the whole group will soon be demohshed by the
rapid growth of the village.

This series of mounds congists of residential, monumental,
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matrimonial, memorial, burial, and titular, thrown up in na-
tional, lineal, and hlelorrl\plucal order.

On the towering summit of an adjacent bluff, are two sacri-
ﬁcxa.l altars, wlnch bear an appearance of having been used
for many ages. On examination, I found the summit of both
these alt‘us, of similar form with those formerly described, as
found in connection with the serpent effigy. These altals,
however, seemed to have been .exposed to a much hotter fire,
the crockery basin being much thicker, and as hard as a well-
burned brick. I labored hard for six successive hours, with
a good steel-pointed pick, to make a hole in the centre. The
basin proved to be twenty-seven inches in thickness. The
sand beneath was perfectly dry, and had probably been so
for many ages, as the basin was impervious to water. We
suppose this to have been one of the eternal altars spoken of
by De-coo-dah, upon which the fire was always kept burning,
and where the punishment of death was occasionally inflicted
by burning. -

Having been traditionally informed that hieroglyphical me-
morials of the revolt of De-co-ta the Great might be found in
thowe regions, on the east side of the Mississippi, and baving
spent much time in search above this point without success, I
crossed the river to Cassville, with the intention of:examining
the adjacent country. Being informed by my host that there
were many monuments about three miles below that village,
I immediately repaired to the place indicated, and soon dis-
covered that this 1dentml spot had been spoken of by De-
coo-dah.

In the first group examined (as seen in Cut P), I found the
representation of an animal resembling a lion, and" having
been previously informed by De-coo-dah that the royal resi-
dence of the Elk Lion would be found below the junetion of
the Wisconsin river; I commenced a critical examination of
the entire group, and <soon discovered, in the vicinity, monu-
mental representations of the tortoise and alligator. Being
satisfied that this was one of the three residential groups de-
seribed by De-coo-dah (See Cut R), I had immediate recourse
to my traditional notes, which read as follows: * This group




THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS. 119

presents the figure of an animal resembling a lion, and is rep-
resented to bave been the royal residence of an Elk chief|
who bore, as his title, the name of that animal. This chief
had added to bis train two great chiefs that had revolted
from the Black Tortoise nation; and the four memorial
“mounds running in a line from the head of the tortoise to the

hind foot of the Lion, were constructed in memory of the skill .

_and blavely of the t01 toise, who pelsonally commanded in
" four successful expeditions into the enemy’s country. Asa
result of these expeditions, five tribes were added to his na-
-tion by the Elk chief; these are memorialized as being com-
manded by the’Alligator as shown by the erection of five
memorial mounds running in a line from the. forefoot of the
lion, to the head of the alligator.

The tortoise and alligator being the two principal conspira-
tors against the great b]ack tortoise (the ruling chief of their

,natxon), and afterward subject to the Elk onn, are repre-
sented in the group standing beneath him; and the represen-
tation of a tumular cross erected immediately below, records
the event of their having crossed the boundary line of nations,
and stand as seals of their loyalty to the Eik'nation. (This
cross is shown in Cut P.)

The main memorials with which the Elk Lion is mcrouped
record him as victorious in nine battles, commanding an’in-
ferior force; and the two memorials standing between the
three national embankments, in the same range, record bhis
victories in two national pitched battles. The triangular lo-
cation of the tortoise and alligator with the lion, shows them
to have been meritorious allies in all those achievements.

The three national mounds, in a line with the tortoise, with
their three memorials, record his 'victories in three pitched
battles, with three different nations, as commander-in-chief.
The three memorials in a direct line with the alligator, bear-
ing a central position to the three national monumentals ap-

" pended to the lineal range of the Elk Lion, record-the Alli-
gator’s meritorious deserts in engagements with those three
several national enemies.

The fifteen memorials, which run in a line from the battle-
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burial group of five large flat mounds, mark the deposite of

a portion of fifteen tribes lost in five defensive battles fought .

at that place. The large memorial north of the lion exhibits
a retrospective record of numerous feats of valor achieved by
the Elk chief before his promotion ; and that memorial being
constructed in the form of a residential, shows his promotion
to have been based upon signal services previously rendered.
The semicircular group of eight memorials appended to the

line of the Elk lion diverging from head and tail to the cross,"

.“ represents him as having won bis royal laurels in eight tri-
umphant victories. This group is situated about two miles
south of Cassville, near the Mississippi, but has been partially
‘destroyed by the ravages of the plough. About one mile
south of this is another residential group (Cut P), differently
arranged.

It is traditionally represented to have been the permanent
place of residence of the great Red lion; who the same tra-
dition declares to have been a man of blood This title mon-
ument is known to be his from its being covered with red

pebbles. The extent of his power is read in the twenty-two "

tribular monuments appended to his residence. They are

known to be tribular mounds from the position they occupy

with respect to the national monument to which they are ap-
pended.

. These twenty-two tribes are memorialized as divided into
three independent divisions, by the erection of the three na-

tional monuments ; they were commanded by fourteen chiefs, -

memorialized in the erection of their fourteen residentials en-
closed within the titular mounds. The five battle-burials,
located north of the title monuments, record the repulse of
the enemy in five battles fought at that place, but are not
given in the cut. - The monumental T, or three fourths of a
eross, record the decapitation of two chiefs of royal descent
at that place (this form of monument universally bears record
of decapitation) ; the position these monuments occupy, being
entirely surrounded by tribular memorials in this group, bears
record that the decapitated chiefs were conquered by the
whole united forces of the Red Lion.
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This sovereign chief united, in after-time, with others, in

the erection of a much larger group in the vicinity, more com-

plicated in construction, to which is appended the national
pacrificial altar, the pinnacle mound, the matrimonial circle,
and the grand national residential. (See Cut R.)

From the traditional description of the two last-mentioned
groups, the reader will more readily comprehend the order
and design of this more complicated and extensive work,
which comprises, in all, one hundred and fifty-five tumuli; of
which ninetysix are memorials, fourteen sacrificial, six na-
tional monuments, seven hicroglyphics-titular, ¢ight matrimo-
nial, six festival, ten battle, vue pinnacle, and one residential.

The ninety-six memona]s extending over an area of about
eighty acres, in an oblong square, record national events that
occurred during the lule or reign of ninety-six sovereigns, one
memorial having been erected at the inauguration of each

king or ruler. These ninety-six sovereigns were descended

through the legitimate lines of six distinet families, shown by
the six nfxtxonal monumental effigies. The twelve sacrificial
altars appended to the six monuments, record the observance
of sacrificial service; there being two altars to each monn-
ment, one dedicated to the sun, and the other to the moon,
testifies to the universal adoration of those two luminaries
thronghout the entire reign of all the sovereigns commemo-
rated in that record.

The six titular monaments are constructed in the form of
the several animals that gave titular name to the six families
hierogltyphically memmmhzod having no altars appended
to them, shows them to 11‘1\ ¢ continued steadfast in the
faith of their fathers. Dut the two sacrificial altar con-
structed on either side of the tortoise, bear record. that he
became a proselyte to the sacrificial service of the nation into
which he was adopted; and being destitute of a national
monumental ‘memorial, shows hun to have been without
lineage in that nation.

The six festival monnds were reared in commemoration of the
ushering in of these six distinet families of royal lineage. Six
matrimonial mounds were erected for the accommodation of
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these six families, and two for the common service of the na-
‘tion, and stand memorialized as such within the matrimonial
group.’ ' '

The ornamental mound (not seen in the cut), one hundred
and sixty poles in length, and. four in breadth, situated on the

-east side of the group, and extending its Whole length, ap-
pears to be partly natural, and partly artificial. It is cov-
ered with heavy oak trees, while all the other embankments
. are richly carpeted with a luxuriant growth of grass.
The pinnacle mound, towering above the others to the
_height of eighteen feet, commands a handsome view of the
Mississippi river, and the country adjacent.

The ten battle-burial mounds contain the ashes of the dead.
This people, being worshippers of the sun, consumed the
bodies of the slain by fire, and as worshippers of the moon
also, they erected two sacrificials at each-place of residential
oﬂ"erma They offered sacrifice to the sun by day, and to the
moon by night.

There is no appearance of serpent Worshlp in t}ns or in
any of the neighboring groups east of the Mississippi in this
region, notwithstanding that the tortoise, and probably the
alligator chiefs were originally of that faith; the alligator,

‘hewever, being memorialized as of regular national lineage,
was, probably, the offering of international amalgamation.

There is, however, about thirty miles north, and in the vi-
cinity of Prairie du Chien, in the residential group of the
Eagle, a small serpent which is the only one known to us in
those regions, represented in Cut S.

This group is traditionally represented to have been the
permanent residence of a king who bore, as his title, the name
of the Eagle. The pinnacle mound was the seat of royal resi- -

- dence, and his title mound being constrncted in the form of
~ an eagle, in a line with two national monumentals, records
- :xhe reign of two sons. The four small mounds connected by

embankments with the pinnacle mound, show the births of
four'sons; and the four detached mounds, in a line running

- gouth, the births of four females, whom the long embankment

" of national order records as baving been offered in natio%al

»
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sacrifice. The four mounds running north, from the pinnacle
to the national square, were assigned to birth-day festivals,
and present indistinct traces of the festival, or matrimonial
ring. The national square is formed of four national embank-
ments connected together, wluclx record the joint dominion
of the four sons.

The figure of an animal, constructed on the east side of the
national square, records the eldest son as hiaving signalized
himself, and thereby rendered himself worthy of titular
commemoration ; and three small mounds running west from
his birth festival mound, show the birth of three children;
the other three birth-festivals, having but. one memorial, re-
cord the birth of one child each. The serpentine range com-
prises twenty memorial mounds, commencing within the angle
formed by the two national embankments, and proves the
serpent to have been an object of reverence, or worship, to
“those sovereigns; and the number of the memorials shows

nineteen ammal oﬁ'enngs to have been made by them. Two .

of the memorials being connected by an embankment, record
an offering of twin children.
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CHAPTER XIV.
NATIONAL FESTIVITY, AS DESCRIBED BY DE-COO-DAH.

N the Little Miami river, about twenty-five miles north-

east of Cincinnati, in the state of Ohio, i3 to be seen a
grand national circle, enclosing a small circle and central trun-
cated mound. The large circle is about one mile in eircum-
ference, with an embankment about eight feet wide at the
bottom, and about three feet high at those places where it has
remained apparently uninjured. *The inner circle is about
forty poles in circumference, with an embankment about two
feet in. perpendicular height, with a flat surface, and twenty
feet in thickness. It is mnch defaced, and in some places
nearly destroyed, by the uprooting of timber which formerly
grewupon it. The central mound, also, is mnch defaced from
- the same cause ; but the small mound, located at the entrance
of the outer circle, still retains its original form. -

This group, standing at a considerable distance from any
other, is said by De-coo-dah to have been erected for the pur-
pose of enclosing a plot of ground which had been consecrated
by the prophets, and set apart by royal command, for national
festivity. It belonged exclusively to one nation, and was
rarely occupied withont the presence of some representative
from each branch of that nation.

It was the ancient custom, in the construction of a national
circle, to enc]oée land enough to admit of the erection within
it of one tent for each family belonging to the nation.. When
a nation prospered and increased in numbers until their na-
tional circle hecame too small, a new one was erected, ¢ You
thus,”said De-coo-dah, “can form some idez of the numerical
strength of a nation, from the dimensions of its festival circle,
You will observe that where a circle has been vacated, the
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TRIANGULAR GROUP. , . 129

pass-way, or place of entrance, has been filled up, so that the
outer embankment forms an unbroken ring.” :

De-coo-dah then gave me the order of occupancy as follows:
The central mound was occupied by great national functiona-
ries ;. their tents were placed around the inner circle surround-

* ing the central mound ; andthere, once a year, free intercourse
was secured between the governors and the governed, friend-
ships were strengthened, and national union cemented and
confirmed. -

The great chief occupied the south centre of the circle,
representing the meridian sun, who sends forth his greatest
‘warmth at mid-day ; his council, in the north, to represent the
sun’s rays ; the prophets, in the east, direct hig rise; and his
subjects, on tHe area of the great circle, guard and defend
the whole. “ The order of ceremony in the festivities at the
national circles differs but little.

These feasts not only served to strengthen the ties of friend-
ship and of national union, but afforded an_opportunity for
consultation about the occupancy of territory for the ensuing
geason, 8o as to'secure to each band or tribe a sufficiency of
game for their sustenance; in this allotment, large districts
were held in reserve, to admit of the propagation and increase
of game for future supplies.

The national circle is of very ancient origin, and gradually
increased in size with the advance of nations. So small,
indeed, were some of them, originally, that they were after- -
ward levelled. fo form circles of celebration, and then enclosed
with a national circle of larger dimensions. °

8till later, as nations became more numerous and more
populous, union festivals were instituted, in the celebration
‘of which two or more nations united. These gave rise to new

“forms of construction and arrangement of the festival circles,
and to changes of order and ceremonies.

TRIANGULAR GROUP.

- This group (Cat J), representing the union of three nations
in union festivity, may be seen in Jowa, about twenty miles
west of the Mississippi, on the Root river. It stands in 8
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grove of timber-trees, partially overgrown by dwarf shrubs.
The circle of celebration, in.the centre of the group,
nearly obliterated, but the festival mound enclosed, is twelve
feet high, and thirty-six feet in base diameter. The national
embankments are three, four, and five feet in height; each is
twelve feet in diameter, and one hundred and forty-four feet in
length. Iz will be observed that the combined heights of the
national einbankments are precisely equal to the vertical height
of the festival or central mound; and these combined heights,
multiplied by the vertical height of the central mound, give
the exact ]exm‘th of each national embankment. ’

The matr nnomal mounds, at each entrance, three in number,
are in a good state of preservation, being formed of blue clay.
They are thickly coated with grass, but, unlike all the other
embankiments, have no shrubbery on ‘them. The order of
occupancy differs from that of national circles, but is similar
to that In the union of four nations, a description of which
follows.

N

FESTIVAL UNION OF FOUR NATIONS.

On an open prairie, near a small grove, about twelve miles
east of Mount Trumbull, in Wisconsin, may be seen a very
remarkable arrangement of mounds and embankments, repre-
sented as the festival union group of four nations. (See Cut K.)

The festival, or central mound, with the circle of celebration
which encloses it, was composed of clay, which could not have
been procured in the vicinity ; but the long embankments are
composed of earth similar to that of the 1mmed1ate vicinity.
The matrimonial mounds are composed of blue and white sand.

. The national, or long embankments, of unequal height, indi-
cate the comparative strencrth and 1mp01tance of the nations °
to which they severally Delonged. :

The central mound towers up to a height equal to the com-
bined heights of the four national embankments, one being
three, and another four, and the other two five feet each,
making in all seventeen feet, the precise vertical height of the
central mound. b
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FESTIVAL UNION OF FOUR NATIONS. 133

The circle of celebration that surrounds it, has a slight ele-
vation, compared with the other embankments. Its embank-
ment is seventeen feet broad, and perfectly flat and level on
the surface. The space between the central mound and the
circle of celebration is thirty-four feet, being exactly equal to
the width of the circle and the vertical height of the festival
or central mound.

After taking the exact measurement of these several parts,
I could but admire the nice precision of arrangement observed
in the constrnction of these apparently snmp]e monuments.
But the simplicity of occupancy, as narrated by De-coo-dah,
was not only probable, but highly amusing.

After having given me a draft of the embankments, he-
undertook to draw upon the ice for me, a representation of
the mode and order of their occupancy. He stated that the
great body of each nation occupied, in rows of tents, the out-
sul(, of its proper national embankment. Each row cont'uned
the same number of tents, so arranged that four of these rows
‘sufficed to fill the circle of celebration, and thus all might
en]oy the dance in regular rotation.

"The chiefs and plophets of each nation, were located within
the embankments, and between.them and the circle of cele-
bration. They occupied, during the dance, the space betw
the circle of celebration and the central mound, the eldet chief
of each mnation occupying the summits of the central mound,

' to give signals of order.

The chlefs and prophets who were within the cuc]e, would
sometimes give place to the aged, and take their places in the
circle, to join in the dance with the younger men.

SN T e % S RN T BB

R R T 4

B ;q-r.i,wq;.@ .

%
£y
2
H



© 134 ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES.

CHAPTER XV.
CELEBRATION OF THE UNION FESTIVAL.*

NCE a year, the nations nict together. Before the de-
parture of each from its own territory, bands of hunters

were designated to procure supplies for the coming festival,
and these, at an appointed time, all went forth in search 'of
game. The rest of the hunters, together with the old and
young of their nation, set out in ‘detached parties, and took
up their line of march for the place of meeting, providing sup-
plies for themselves by the way.

The festival was held at an appointed full-moon. The time
of beginning the journey, was determined by.the distance
cach nation had to travel. On their arrival at the place of
‘meeting, they pitched their tents on the outside of their re-
~-gpective national embankments, and new tents were erected
at each annual festival. [It appears to have been a custom
with the ancient Americans, yet observed by the Indians of
modern times, never to occupy the same wigwam a second
time. A superstition is universally prevalent among the north-
western Indians that live in tents, that when a place of abode
bas been deserted, an evil spirit enters and dwells there.]

When the bands of the festival hunters lrad all arrived, the
“oldest chief of the nations ascended the central mound, and
sang a song of union. The four nations joined in the chorus,
each in its own language. The clash of voices, and the ab-
sence of all harmony in this wild song, with its returning
echoes, struck the ear in a confusion of harsh sounds, that
-seemed almost to make the trees of the forest shake.

Then began the preparations for the feast. When the game
had been cooked, and all had eaten sufficiently, the oldest

* Traditional,
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chief of each nation, accompanied by the prophets, repaired
to the union mound. The aged and infirm, with the small
children, assembled at the several matrimonial mounds, lo-
cated at the four places of entrance. These” preparatory
arrangements being made, and the signal given, those who
oceupy the first rows, or line of tepts, dividing in the centre
of each line, take up, in single file, the line of march, moving
right and left to the place of entrance, where they promiscu-
ously unite. by joining hands, and walk in doulle-ile to the
matrimonial mounds. There they separate, and marching
around, meet on the opposite side, where they again join
hands, and march to the circle of celebration. There they
arrange themselves in-order for the dance until the circle is
full, when the dance begins.

After the circle is full, the residue of the nations take, their -
seats promiscuously on the national embankments, to chant
airs and make melody for the ring. The old men, old women,
and children, having previously assembled at the matrimonial
mounds, amuse themselves with the appearance of the unequal
pairs as they pass along; that inequality constituting one of the
chief sources of festnal amuzement. To see aged mothers
escorted to the dance by bashful striplings; the bright-eyed
maiden by the old and white-haired chiefs; here two males
taunting each other with effeminacy, and there two females,
each claiming for herself the honor of manhood, leading each
other to the merry circle, gave-oceasion for many mde jests.
All, however, passed off in good- humor; for -to have been
angry on such an occasion, would be the hmhest breach of

.pnh%nc& known to the ancient Ainerican. \

The first dance being concluded, the ring was vacated for
the reception of another circle of oceupants, the same~order
of promiscuous mmfrhno- being-observed throughout the first
three days; but on the morning of the fourth, those intending
to unite in matrimony, arranged themselves in the line of
march, 0 as to meet at the entrance, joined hands, and passed
the matrimonial mound together. This was considered a pub-
lic declaration of marriage contract. Then they dance together,
they feast together, and, the matrimonial mound being vacated
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at evening, they run the marriage race, while all the nations
assembled within and upon the national mounds, circles of
celebration, and central mound, unite in singing nuptial chants
and songs of rejoicing.

The groups which have been particularly deseribed (Cuts J
and K)), were constructed for international festivities only ; but
sometines they were so arranged as to permit of their occasional
occupancy by a single nation of the union. ' In works of the
latter description, the distance between the extremities of the

_several embankments, was equal to the entire length of each.
When a feast was held by a single nation, their tents were
erected in a circle outside of their national émbankment,
around the tent of the oldest chief or prophet, located in the
centre of the residential circle, around which they danced.

_Single mounds were sometimes constructed by single bands

or tribes, for ordinary feasting. These were sometimes cir-

cular, sometimes long, according to the taste or national custom
of the builders. Those of circular form were surrounded by
the circle of celebration; but this kind of festival monuments
were not entitled to matrimonial altars. ,
At these festivals, an abundance of food was provided,
including all the dainties of the forest; nothing was used
sparingly or with grudging hand, but band vied with band, and

nation with nation, in the bounteousness and variety of the

preparation.
In describing the mode of construction of these national
circles, and explaining their arrangement, De-coo-dah re-

marked (as he had done before), how much the white man
had been mistaken in supposing them to have been erected -

for warlike purposes or for national defences. ¢“The tradi-
tions of my fathers,” said he, “show them to have been only
the scenes of mirth and festivity. At a given time the nation

provided with a supply of provision sufficient for several

days, repaired to the circle (which had been alread y marked
out by setting stakes), and erected their tents within it. The
great chief stood in the centre, and each member of the na-
tion brought thither a basket of earth and spread it around,
to form the base of the central mound ; this done, e was sur-

f
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rounded by subordinate chiefs, warriors, and hunters, to wait
the orders of their great head. He next selected the leaders
of the hunting-parties ; these gathered their respective bands,
and then repaired to the prophet for advice and direction;
they were ordered to return within a given number of days,
and each hunter was accompanied by a'nimble-footed squaw,
to dress and bring back the game. They departed in the
midst of the joyful shouts of the whole nation. During the
absence of these hunting palties, the time was occupied by

the residue of the pation in gathering earth and placing it.

around the circle to form the wall; the children meanwhile
being employed, under the d1rectlon of the aged, in construct-

ing the matrimonial mounds. Thus the embankment re-

-ceived annually an addition to its mateuals untll it eventu-
ally became a towering wall.

On the day appointed for the return of the hunters, a
general fast was observed by all, and fuel was gathered to
supply the fires for cooking the game, and for glvmo- light to
the circle.

At the setting of the sun, the hunters retnmed, and were
greeted with joyful acclamations. Then the feast was speedi-
ly made ready, and- all ate until they were satisfied. The
dance followed. Feasting and dancing were coptinued at in-
tervals, until all the provisions were consumed - Then, the
great chief, marched at the head of the nation around the
summit of the embankment, to render its wall firmer and
more compact, and afterward led the way to the entrance.
There he ascended the mound of pubhc address, and pro-

claimed to each band, as it left -the: cuc]e, its loeatlon and .

territorial limits for the coming year
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CHAPTER XVL

PRIMITIVE DEPOSITES.

WHEN we treat of primitive deposites, we mean those de-

posited at the time of the erection of the monument;
as there are also many deposites found in mounds that have
evidently been pladed there within the last century, such we
term recent deposites; some of those were probably made by
the first- pioneers of civilization, and some by Indians of mod-
ern times. We are not aware, however, that tribes of the -

~pure Indian race ever practised, to any consxdelable extent,
the custom of tumular deposites.

Human bones, pipes, beads, and other ornamental trinkets,
common to Indian tribes of various national origin are some-
times found, not only in burial moundg, but in other embank-
ments not ono'maﬂy designed for burial purposes; and it is
now becoming more common than formerly, for Indians of
various tubes along our frontier lines to deposite their dead
in mounds, believing that white men view these with some
degree of reverence.

It is worthy of remark, that in the cutxcal examination of
more than four hundred embankments by excavation and re-
moval, I have-universally found the primitive deposite, when
such existed, to be placed either on or below the natural sur-
face of the earth upon which the mound was originally erect-
ed; while recent deposites are usually found near the sur-
face of the mound or embankment, particularly where the

~embankments are large.

The want of knowled ge necessary for a correct discrimina-
tion between primitive and recent deposites, may frequently
lead the antiquarian astray in forming correct conclusions
relative to the original design of the monument.
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Well-made earthen-vessels are sometimes found deposited
in the same mound with other articles, which are evidently
of simple and savage origin, and evincing no indications of

civilization, or progress in the arts ; but the finer ar txcles are
invariably found beneath.

In primitive burial-mounds, traditionally represented as’

such, with the exception of prophetical memorials, we have
found no primitive deposites of any article whatever, while
recent deposites are not uncommon ; and even the decompo-
sition of animal matter'is so complete, that the smallest ves-

tige of flesh or bone 48" rarely perceivable ; the only trace of
* the deposite which remains, is seen in a thin stratum of earth
-of different color and texture, from that which surrounds it.

Where the mound is composed of sand (which is frequently

the case along the shores of rivers and lakes), those strata of
decomposition are much more plainly marked, frequently pre-
senting the forms of men varying in stature from five to
seven, and sometimes eight feet in height; sometimes de-
posited singly, and sometimes in a circle with their heads
pointing to the centre. But in recent deposites where bones
are found they are usually deposited without respect to any
particular order of arrangement. ‘

In mounds traditionally represented as containing the
ashes of prophets, we bave on examination invariably discov-
ered more or less mica, a deposite not found in any other
order of monument, except such as are traditionally repre-
sented to have been oracular or sacrificial. The oracular
mound (which is traditionally known as such, by its relative
~ position in the group of which it forms a part), frequently
contains large quantities of mica. This favors the conjecture
already advanced, that mica was an article exclusively em-
ployed in religious rites. Respecting the probable use made
of it by the plophets we have already ventured a su«cestxon

%
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CHAPTER XVII

= ‘ VISIT TO THE ANCIENT METROPOLIS.

NEAR the junction with the Mississippi of a small stream
-called the Bad-Axe, in the state of Wisconsin, there is a
complicated group of earth-works occupying a surface of

nearly forty acres. (This region is more particularly de-

scribed in another part of this volume.) I resolved to re-visit
the place in company with my old friend De-coo-dah, for the
purpose of ascertaining from him, as accurafely as possible,
the traditional origin and use of the earth-work. Being at this
time located at the distance of two days’ travel from the place,
I freighted a.canoe with provisions, camping equipage, &ec.,
and set out on our journey. At evening we stopped with
some Frenchmen who had commenced a small settlement on
the eastern shore of the Mississippi; they had Indian wives,
whom they seemed to regard almost as slaves, for they treated -
them harshly, beating them cruelly for trivial offences. I re-
monstrated with them upon the impropriety of such treat-
ment; but they took the matter very lightly, and appeared -
to be much amnsed with what they termed my ignorance of
the Indian character, arguing that physical force was the
only means of securing obedience and subjection. Ihad al-
ready discovered that. this was the only means resorted to in
the Winnebago nation, with a few honorable exceptions
among the aged whose babits had been formed previous to
their association with white men; these scarcely ever made
use of the rod, even with their children.

Notwithstanding the persevering efforts of pious mission-
aries to ameliorate the condition of the Winnebagoes, they
are daily sinking deeper and deeper in degradation. Drunk-
enness, theft, and almost every species of debauchery, are on-
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the increase. Yet now and then we discover among thém
some of the nobler traits of their original character” These
become less rare as we recede from the line ofthe frontier
settlements. The more remote from the whjt€ man, the more '
virtuous and the more honorable is the Indian, with more of
kindly feeling, less of vice. This may in part be accounted
for in the fact that most of those with whom they are bronghit r
into intercourse in the white scttlements, are of.degraded
character and Jax morals, who set hefore them both the ex-
ample of, and temptations to vice, over-reaching them in
trade, defranding them of their money, fur, and blankets.
The Indian, wanting in proper discrimination, learns to look
upon all white men with suspicion; and not even the mis-
sionary, however devoted to. his work,wcan hope to exert a
salutary influence among them, until by a long residence in
their midst;and an undeviating course of honesty and kind
treatment, he has removed their prejudices against his color
and race. . S '
 Having satisfied myself respecting the motives and charae-
ter of my hosts, I continued my journey with De-coo-dah to-
ward the group of mounds I proposed to visit. We entered
the Bad-Axe river at its mouth, and proceeding up its stream

" about a mile and a quarter, redred our tent on the north side
near a cold spring of pure mountain water; we prepared our
supper, passed the pipe of friendship, and retired to rest.

The next morning, we visited the metropolis. We entered
the east corner of the group (see Cut), and passed through to
the wést corner. At the base of this mound my conductor
stopped suddenly, and placing his right hand on his heart, and
his Yeft-on his foreliead, muttered, inaudibly, a short sentence,
with his face westward. He then faced the south, and raised
his hands toward Heaven; then procceded in a southeast
direction, with uplifted hands, until we arrived at a mound of
similar size and form to the one we first visited, where he
again stopped, as though he hesitated to go further. But in
a few moments he proceeded around to the south side, and
stopped again; then proceeded to the east side and stopped
again; then moved slowly to the north side, and standing
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erect, facing the south, with uplifted hands, he uttered a short
sentence, audibly, but in a language unknown to me, “ Alla
Sha-lah,1u-lah ; Alla Sha-lah, me-nah,” which being afterward
interpreted, means in the ancient Elk langnage, ¢ Great Spirit,
save the king; Great Spirit, save the people.” He then as-
cended to the summit, uttered a shrill war-whoop, and, with a
quick step, as though he were in pursuit of a flying enemy, pro-
" ceeded in a northeast direction, until we arrived at the place
of entrance. Here he unhesitatingly ascended the mound,
- and seating himself on the summit, leaned his head on his right
hand, and, for a short time, seemed to be engaged in silent
prayer ;then resting upon his left hand, with his eyes inclined
to the south, he continued to sit in silence some four or five
minutes, when he suddenly sprang up with all the vigor of
youth, and, at one bound, nearly reached- the base, a distance
of twelve and a half feet; then, proceeding in a northwest di-
rection, he sung a song of mourning, until we arrived ata mound
of similar size with the three we had previously visited. This,
too, he ascended, and stood erect on the summit, facing the
centre of the group. Here he sung a song of rejoicing, and,
at its conclusion, beckoned me to follow him. Then he ran at
full speed to the centre of the group, and ascending a large
mound, began tosing and dance ; at which he continued until,
quite exhausted with exercise, he fell on his face and lay mo-
tionless. When he had rested himself he arose, drew his
blanket close around him, and- started for our wigwam, and
not a word wag uttered between us until after our arrival there.

Passing his pipe to me, he thus addressed me—* Brother,
X am very old, and must soon depart to the home of my fathers
I long to be with them; I have no pleasure here; I have seen
the end of four nations, and, should I live much longer, I shall
have to mourn the fall of a fifth ; a few more moons, and the
once powerful Winnebago nation will have passed away.
They were once strong, they are now weak ; they were sober
and industrious, they are now drunken and lazy; they were
wise and honest, now they are foolish and roguish ; they have
lost their traditions, and know nothing of their fathers ; they
revel in holy places, and the Great Spirit has forsaken them ;

.
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they have no pleasure in those mounds that were erected with
much care and labor. The red-man now knows little about
them ; the white-man cares not for them. You, enly, ask of
me who made them, and for what were they made? As they
have not been used in my time, I can tell you but little about
them : I can only give the tradition that.I received when young.
= “The face of the earth is the red-man’s book, and those
-~ mouinds and embankments are some of his letters: I am but a
~ poor scholar, but Iwill try to read for you as well as I can, the
letters we have been viewing to day. You are aware that
when the white-man reads, he begins at the edge of his book;
when you read the red-man’s book, begin in the centre.

“You observe in the centre of t]us group, a large mound
with no small'mound near it; this once stood in the centre of
an ancient city, the home of a great king. The space between ,
it and the smaller mounds, was once covexed with wigwams. ‘
This central monument was called the king’s tower, and was ; '
daily unsed as a place of look-out. The smaller mounds, with
the exception of the four that we first visited, are national
memorials ; the inuer circle -memorializes the race of legiti-
mate sovereigns, ancestors of the founder of this metxopohs
the second circle memorializes, numerically, the great cluefs
that signalized themselves during the reign of those sover-
eigns; and the outer circles give-the number of loyal tribes
under the control of the founder of the metropolis at the
time of its erection, each tribe constructing its own monument:
Thus you read in these letters the rise and progress of a great
nation under the sovereignty of twelve kings, sustained by six-  °

" teen great war-chiefs, commanding forty-four tribes. The four
residentials, or Jarge mounds, that surround the inner circles, i
were occupied by dignitaries in power during the primitive
occupancy of the metropolis. The north residential was oc-
cupied by the king, the south by the commanding war-chiefs,
the eastern by the prince entitled to suecession, and the western =
by the holy prophet.

“The monument first noticed on the west side, was the -
prophet’s tower. You perceived that I did not set my foot
upon it, althouﬂrh T am the legitimate son of a prophet. During
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the primitive occupancy of that tower, no foot of .man or:
woman, save that of a prophet, ever pressed that god, which
was set apart for prophetical sérvice. The prophet there re--
"ceived and delivered oracles at the appearance of each new.
moon, and the four small mounds that surround it, were occu-
pied by those in attendance to hear him. These, also, were
considered holy places, and it grieves me to see them polluted
by unholy footsteps.

“The second, or southern mound, was the tower of war,
and was occupied only by valiant clnefs, whose feats of valor
had secured for them the favor of the king, and the four small
mounds about it, were occupied by younger or untried chiefs
of different grades. Those mounds were dedicated, in time

- of war, to councils. All war-parties assembled there previous
to their departure, to be addressed by their sovereign in per-
son, and to declare their loyalty and their determination to
conquer their enemies or die in battle. The king then sounded
the war-shout, and taking his leave of them, retired to his
tower, amid the shouts of the people.

“ During those ceremonies, the great prophet was engaged
on the west mound, invoking the favor of the Great Spirit.
The squaws occupied the small mounds about him, to sing of
the feats of valor performed by the nation in former days.

The prophet, after invoking the Great Spirit in favor of the
king and nation, utters the signal for attack, which is echoed
by the squaws and answered by the warriors, who then take
up the line of march, and go out in pursuit of the enemy.

“ The king, prophets, old men, hunters, and squaws, then’
-assemble at the eastern mound of dedication: the king, on the

. summit, surrounded by the prophets, the old men seat them-

selves around the base, and' the wives of the absent warriors
.occupy the smaller mounds, surrounded by the hunters. 'When
all are in order, the oldest prophet gives thanks for past vie-
tories, and receives such offerings as are presented to be sacri-
ficed at the nmext mew moon. The great pipe of friendship
being filled by the elder propbet with the dried leaves of

_evergreens, was handed to the king, and kindled from the

-sacred-fire : he smokes first himself, then passes it to the
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prophets, who, in their turn, pass it to the old men, who smoke
together ; the hunters continue smoking throngh the whole
ceremony, at the close of which all unite in a song of vxctory,
and retire to their tents.
"“ The north mound was called the royal council tower, and
was used previous to engaging in war with any nation. The
councils held there were attended only by the king, prophets,

head chiefs of bands, and orators, or chief councillors. The -

tower was occupied by the king, seated in the centre, on the
summit, surrounded by great war-councillors and prophets, the
orators occupying the small mounds. The council-chiefs first
addressed the sovereign relative fo the grievances of the na-
tion ; the orators then spéak iii-turn, until all have spoken.
The orators and councillors then retire, and the king, in pri-
vate, takes counsel with the propbets, and pronounces his de-
- cree, which is by the oldest prophet communicated to the
. people, from the summit of the central mound, or king’s tower.
- During the sitting of this council, the whole city was Wrapped

“='in silence.

“ All war-parties returned to the city by way of the‘ royal
council tower. Previous to entering, the commanding chief
ascended the tower to announce victory or defeat. At a given
 signal, the prophets repaired to-the tower to receive the news,
then they immediately retired to the king’s tower, around
which the people assembled, and the eldest prophet proc]aim-
ed the tidings. In the meantime, the king repaired to the
council tower, and, standing erect thereon, saluted the warriors
as they entered. If prisoners had been taken, they were con-
ducted to the king’s tower, to witness the triumphal war-dance
of their captors, after which they were placed under guard to

await their destiny. Each succeeding new-moon one was

offered in sacrifice, unless they. W/exe satisfactorily redeemed.
«If the warriors had been sifécessful, and taken much plun-
.der, feasts and war-dances were kept up for many days.”
Here De-coo-dah paused, and sat in silent reflection; for a
long time, he appeared unusually solemn. I saw that the old
man was much agitated throughout this interview ; tears flowed

copiously down lus furrowed cheeks; but aftex passing the

10
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pipe of friendship, he became more composed, and very soon
he very affectionately addressed me, as follows : —

¢ Brother, I am very old, and mustsoon sleep with the dead ;
I shall be remembered no more ; I have no son to perpetnate
my memory, or transmit to posterity these lingering relics of
ancient.tradition. The Winnehago listens to them as idle tales,
the Chippewa receives them as fictions; and the youthful
Sioux laughs them to scorn. Brother, you have nourished me
a8 a declmmv father, shall I now Qdopt you a8 a faithful son #”
I gave him my hand, he grasped it affectionately, and ex-
claimed, ¢ My son! my white son!” and he added, “I have
never intrusted any white-man with the traditions I have made
known to you, will you receive them as truth ?” When I had
answered he resumed, ¢ Reteive them freely, and keep them
sacred until I am gone, then tell-them to the red-man, proclaim
them to the white-man, and I shall sleep in peace!” He
paused a few minutes, apparently absorbed in reflection, then
continued —“ You have treated me with kigdness, without
hope of 1ewa1d I have nothing to leave in return, that will
awaken in your remembrance our mutual friendship, save these
traditions. Since you appear to be interested in them, I shall
hereafter take pleasure in making known to you Whatever of
them I may clearly recollect. When you return to your fuends,
knowing that I am no more, they will furnish a theme of con-
. versation interesting to your children ; and when you or they
Jook upon any of thoee ancient monuments, you will bear in
‘remembrance the existence of old De-coo-dah.” We then again
passed the pipe of friendship, struck our tent, and returned.
‘He assumed a more cheerful countenance, and ever after
-familiarly addressed me as a confidential son.

The idea of total annihilation was, probably, to this old
‘man, the most gloomy thought that had ever entered his mind,
‘it was one from which he seemed to shrink with terror. Yet
; it was vain to speak to Lim of the consolations of Christianity.

‘He would at once point to the Christian world, representing
them as double-tongued, double-faced robbers. He chal-
lenged their right to the territory they occupy. He viewed
-all missioparies as -impostors, and would have no dealings
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with any of them He would receive no part of the Indiank
annuity, but strenunously contended that it was the prxce of
" robbery.

Shortly after the interview just described, I proposed to
talk with him on the subject of Christianity ; he readily con-
gented, and we had a long and free conversation, but it was
not attended with any apparent result. He was fond of hear-
ing the Scriptures read alonud by me, and used to appear
much interested in the Old Testament narratives—the his-
tory of the creation, of the flood, Pharaoh’s dream, the feats

" of Samson, &e.

GENERAL REMARKS,

This ‘group which tradition represents to have been the
ancient residence of a great warrior chief, or king, bears evi-
dent signs of having been vacated centuries ago; the growth
of timber with which it is covered, being promiscuously
“gtrewed over the ground ; many of the mounds presenting a
* broken appearance, as thongh they had received injury by
large trees having been torn from their summits, while other
trees of ancient growth now occupy their place. A casual
observer might pass through and among these mounds with-
out observing their true arrangement. The four large corner
mounds, being somewhat remote from each other, when
viewed from the centre appear to form a circle; but in pas-
sing direct from one to the other, it will be seen that they
fonm a regular square; and all the small mounds; except
those suu_'onndmg the corner mounds, will be found to be
within the lines of that square. The centle mound, or king’s
tower, having no'small mound near it, appears, at first view,
to have an irregular location ; but when the order of occupan-
ey is understood, it will be discovexed that, with a view to
its easy defence, a strong and secure position had been se-
- lected for it. '

A double circle of tents being formed within the group,
gecures protection from an assault made with arrows from

w1thout, while the memorial embankments afford points
k .
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of elevation, from which the archer would be able to send
his arrows with certain aim to a greater distance than could
those without. Besides those mounds are so arranged, that
they form a regular breastwork for many of those engaged in
defence of the tower, which, occupying a central position, the
commander-in-chief would not only have a full view of the
enemy, but would be able to command personally the whole
force in defence of the city. I am of the opinion that the
labor performed in the construction of ths group was under

the supervision of the artful usurper, known in the annals of

tradition under the title of De-co-ta.

" The king’s tower, occupying the centre of thé.métropolis, _

measures thirty-five feet in base diameter, and eightcen in
surface height. The four corner mounds seem to have been
erected with reference to the four cardinal points, together
with the four small mounds that surround them. These large
corner mounds were twenty-five feet in base-diameter, and
twelve feet in height; and the four small mounds surlound-
ing each of thém are thirty-six feet distant from the large

: mound from centre to centre.

The oracular mound, or prophet’s tower, is said to be
formed of earth collected at various points, frequently con-
veyed many miles, atheled from places where the dead bad -

~been deposited ; and at those mounds the prophets were
‘said to hold intercourse with departed spmts at certain in-

tervals.

After the death of De-coo-dah, my curiosity led me to ex-
amine, by excavation, this singular group; and being aided
by some Frenchmen whose curiosity had led them to the spot,
we cut a channel five feet wide entirely through the prophet’s
tower. We discovered that it was originally composed of sand,
gravel, and alluvial soil, to the height of about five feet; that
was placed over a thin suiface-deposite of mica; above this
bed or stratum was another, five feet in depth, composed of
mixed earth and soil of every variety known in those regions;
s a third stratum of two feet in depth, com-
posed of sand, gu&e], ashes, shells, and fine particles of char-
coal ; a portion of this stratum resembles that which is found
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on the shore of Lake Pepin, sxtuated about one hundred
miles distant, being mixed with "shells, and with mauy
pebbles that 1esemble cornelian, with thch the margm of
that lake abounds.

~ We also examined, by excavation, the council tower, the
tower of war, and the tower of dedication. These were all
_ composed of alluvial soil resembling that of the adjacent low-
land, and contained no perceiveable deposite of primitive
order. On further examination, I discovered that the pros-
pective, or central mound, thch is much the largest in the
group, was composed wholly (with the exception of a thin al-
Iuvial surface) of a red, or what is sometimes termed a mulat-
to soil, unlike any that I could disdover in those regions,
and which must have been brought from a distance. It con-
tained no deposite whatever. This earth resembles that
thrown from pits where lead mineral is now obtained ; but,
after careful and critical examination, by washing, I dis-
covered no traces of mineral in it. I did not succeed in ma-
king any further discoveries of peculiar interest in the vast
group that surrounds the king’s tower, except their.singular
order of arrangement.

Noththstandmg this entire group forms a perfect square,
they..are, nevertheless, so arranged as to leave a circular
‘space in the centre, by throwing a circular line around the
tower, at a distance of about twenty-five ‘poles; and the
second, third, and fourth lines, gradually increasing in size as

they recede from the centre, are so arranged as to break

-spaces, thereby, formifg a regular breastwork for the defence
of those within the cirele. When I remarked to De-coo-dah,
that I could observe but little advantage gained over an at-
tacking enemy by the occupation of this work, he replied that
an advancing army, with breasts exposed.to missiles, would be
unable to throw arrows with as much force and precision as
could those who were elevated above them; and that while
one half of those engaged in the defence of the tower, were

shielded by the embankments, the enemy were entirely ex- o

posed. Thus we see that a strong military organization was
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provided for in the construction of this simple, yet remark-
able earth-work. )

We imagined tbat, notwithstanding the great anthmty of
this group, it yet embodied the latest improvements in military
organization known to the ancient Americans of these regions ;
it being a consolidation of residential groups, many of which
geem to bave been constructed thh an especial eye to their
capability of defence.
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CHAPTER XVIIL
THE BATTLE OF THE BAD-AXE.

HAV.ING provided myself with a small boat and freighted
- it with provisions, at Prairie du Chien, I prepared to as-
cend the Mississippi to Lake Pepin. But my progress was
arrested by the early setting in of winter; on the 20th of Oc-
tober came a very heavy fall of snow, which in a few hours
covered the river with a flow of slush-ice, against which we
found it impossible to make head, and were under the neces-
sity of seeking a harbor.” After drifting down stream about
half a mile, we moored our boat at the mouth of a small river
call the Bad-axe. This stream enters the Mississippi near
the last battle-ground of the Drave Black-Hawk. Near its
mouth, on the north bank, between the bluff and the lowland,
lies an elevated plot of ground upon which.stand the remains
of the large group of earth-work described in the preceding
chapter as the ancient metropolis of a great nation. The soil
is good, but the oak-trees which grow npon the place (some

of which are thirty inches in diameter), are low and stunted,

with wide-spreading branches, forming a dense and gloomy
shade, as if even the sun refused to lend his light to re-illu-
mine the spot whose ancient splendor has so long departed.
On the opposite side of the stream is an exteusive river-bot-
tom, covered with a handsome growth of tall and straight
timber-trees, of varions kinds. DBetween this bottom and the
bluff, lies an elevated and beautiful prairie. The bluffs on
bothr sides are high and rugged, presenting great variety of
color, with here and there a dwarfish cedar springing from some
crevice, and stretching out its ever-green arms high in air.
About half a league below the junction of the Bad-axe lies
the small island upon which Black-Hawk, hard pressed by
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his enemies, sought a temporary respite to recrnit the forces’
and revive theé drooping spirits of his half starved army.

In accordance with a promise made to We-ru-cun-ne-gah,
an old brave, I insert the account which he gave me of Black-
Hawk and his last battle.

After having had some conversation with him upon re-
ligious sub|ects, I perceived that his eyes were fastened on
the little island to which'I referred, and in a few moments I
saw a tear glide ‘down his furrowed cheeks; then he suddenly
fixed his eye on me, and with a look solemn, yet somewhat
scornful, he exclaimed : —

“Bmthex I perceive that we do not worship the same Great
Spirit.”  « How do you see that? I asked. Again fixing
his eyes on the island, he resumed : “Indians never fight
unless'they are. imposed on; Indiins never fight for more
. land. OQur Great Spirit told us, through the plophets, that
we had land enough, but none to spare; and when white
men come to take our land, our Great Spirit tells us to fight.
Your Great Spirit tells you that the Indians have too much
land, and that you have not land enough. Now one of these
Great Spirits must lie.” Here he paused, and I inquired
which he thought told the lie.. He replied, “ The Indian’s
Great Spirit don’t lie; but the Indians being unmindful of
what the Great Spirit said, let the white man have some land;
then the Great Spirit got angry with the Indians, and left
them to take care of themselves, ‘

“Black Hawk got angry too, and gathered his warriors,
and went to fight. The white men were too many; they
- drove him back to that island ;. he ran from Wisconsin river;
old men, warriors, squaws, and pappooses, all ran. They had
no meat; they ate bark from the trees; they were worn out, .
and could get no further. But the white men came to kill
them. Black-Hawk sent some young warriors to tell them
he would not fight; the white men shot the young warriors, -
and then began to shoot squaws. Zhen the warriors began -
to fight. The squaws threw logs and brush in the river to
form rafts; the old men and squaws got on the logs and
brusb, and started down the river; the warriors drove the
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ponies into. the stream, and these following the squaws, reared.

upén the rafts and logs, and squaws and pappooses sunk down
to the bottom. Then the white men comne with his fire-cacoe
(steamboat), to shoot Indians in the water.

“ Black-IIawk and a few warriors and squaws got over the

river, and hid among the rocks till dark; they ran all night;.

but the Winnebagoes joined the white men, and caught Black-
Hawk. Then the white men took bim away toward the sun-
rise, to show him their warriors, more than there are trees in
the woods.”

"« And what,” said I, “had the Great Spirit to do with all
that ?’—« Nothing,” he answered; “tle Great Spirit was
angry with the Indians, because they did not obey him. Had
the Indians always remained obedient to the voice of the
Great Spirit delivered to the prophets, they would have held
all the land from sunrise to sunset. But thonghts of the past

overcome me,” said he; “I will talk with you more another

day.”
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CHAPTER XIX.

INDIAN FESTIVITY.¥

a

E-COO-DAI having remained with me several ‘months
) after adopting me as his son, which was in the latter
part of August, 1840, manifested a desire to visit some
friends of his who lived on the upper Mississippi about
- forty miles northwest of the place where we-then were. DBe-
fore his departure, I informed him that I should slanghter
some cattle I had with me, in about fifteen days, and asked
him to bring some of his aged friends to partake with him of -
a feast. He promised to do so, provided I would permit them
to slaughter one of the cattle at a mound about four miles
dlstant. I consented to do so, and he departed, the ice then
being hard and safe to travel upon.

On the evening of the fourteenth day,I discovered ata
distance, on the ice, a long train of Indians advancing, pre-
ceded by twelve ponies which seemed to be well loaded.
They soon, however, changed their course, and proceeded to
the mound before alluded to, which was located near a large
spring, on a small prairie bottom, containing about four acres
entirely surrounded by tall txmber (this was in Jowa, about
twenty miles below the junction of Root river with the Mis-
sissippi): :

Early in the moxan’ of the next day, twelve mounted In-
dians, with a white pony handsomely equipped with an orna-
mented French saddle, appeared at my door. They pre-
sented me with De-coo-dah’s large pipe of friendship, in
token of their errand; then havmcr selected an ox, they in-

““vxted me to mount the white pony, and accompany them to

* Tradition,
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their camp. I assented, and we started with a joyful shount
from the Indians, that caused tlie ox to scamper off at fall
speed ; the snow being deep, he took their trail, and kept his
speed until be arrived at the camp. There he was immedi-
ately surrounded, until De-coo-dab, coming out with bis rifle,
brought him to the earth. ‘

The young hunters soon stripped off his skin, and tore ont
his entrails ;- these were quickly distributed, roasted, and de-
voured by the women and children. In the meantime, I was
conducted by De-coo-dah to a large tent, and introduced as a
good white brother, to a circle of twelve grave-looking, aged

men. The pipe was then passed twelve times round,.and

- the feast began.

Two lawe wooden bow]s, one filled with boiled beef, and
the othel “1th _honey in the comb, were placed in the cen-
tre of the cuc}e, and each one helped himself. As the beef
“had been cut into slices before boiling it, the useless encum-
brance of knives and forks was dispensed with, and all fell
to with as mueh -apparent rapacity as the same number of
hungry wolves might be supposed to exhibit over the carcase
of a single lamb. We had none of their snarling, however,
for universal cheerfulness pervaded the camp.

After our appetites were fully satisfied, we became more
ceremonious, each one licking his ﬁnwers until the traces of
the feast were all removed:without the aid of water or soap.

This being the signal= fm the' commencement of the cere-
monies, the great festlmlﬁ pipe was filled and lighted. De-
coo-dah took three dranghts, and then passed it alound the
circle, each one taking three draughts until it had passed
twelve times around; as it passed the twelfth time round,
each one filled his own pipe.

The bowls being then removed, De-coo-dah seated himself
in the centre of the circle and chanted songs until twelve had
been sung. He then arcse, and again passed the festival-
pipe to the circle, and after it passed three rounds, accom-
panied with three songs in solemn tones, he received it again,
placed it in the centre of the circle, and walked slowly to the
summit of the mound, which was surrounded Dy a circle.
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The snow having been previously removed, ke stood erect
and uttered a shrill whoop, at which all came running toward
him, and promiscuonsly placed themselves in pairs about the
circle. Then, De-coo-dah, facing the east, drew from his belt
a white weasel-skin, and_as he waved it three times around,
each one uttered a shrill squeal similar to the cry of that ani-

- mal. e then commenced singing and dancing; all joined

D
in the dance, occasionally chanting a chorus at the top of

their voices, which made the surrounding woods ring. After
singing and dancing about half an hour, he gave a signal for
retreat; and all retired to their tents. The old man then
walked with slow and stately steps to his tent, to regale him-
self with the fumes of the pipe. In about an hom, he again
ascended the mound and whooped them together, then drew
from his belt a spotted fawn-skin, waving it as before, and a

" bleating arose which all the fawns in the forest could.hardly

bave surpassed. They then resumed their exercise as before,
and afterward again retired to renew the feast. All the
former ceremonies were strictly observed in each tent, after
which De-coo-dah, a third time ascended the mound and
called them around him. This time he waved a young wolf-
skin, and the howling and gnashing of teeth that followed, are
indescribable. The singing and dancing were again repeated,
and then all retired. The evening was spent in hilarity and
glee. The old recounted the exploits of their youth, and the
young indulged in plays and sports. I was escorted home
by a joyful band of young warriors, who chanted festival

-songs by the way. They returned to the camp that night,

and the same ceremonies were kept.up for three successive
days. The party then departed to their homes, and De—coo-
dah, well-pleased, remained with me. w

" Iinquired why he had selected that particular mound for
the festival ceremony. He replied that it was a festival-
mound, and asked me if I did not observe mear it a long,
sharp-pointed mound (Cut W, Fig. 3). DBeing answered in
the affirmative, “ That,” said he, “is the mound of extinc-
tion. .
. “That feast. being held in ancient order, I saw no impro-
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priety in ocenpying that place on such an occasion. I am

very old, the last relic of a great nation, and during all my
intercourse with white men, I have never before reccived a
festival treat. I concluded it merited the ancient order of
celebration, and for your gratification, I selected and trained
that party prewions]y The exercises were awkward y per-
formed, but were in the ancient order. .
“ That mound was erected by a single tribe that was govern-
ed by three chiefs, called the \Vlnte»\Veasel the Spottcd Deer,
and the thtle-Wolf who are all memorialized’ near .the lake
[Pepin]. -
. “You observed that the first dance was dedicated to the

that of the Little-Wolf. One day of h,stlvxty was dedicated
toeach chief. The twelve rounds of the great pipe, were dedi-
cated to the twelve tribes of the great De-co-ta, to one of which
tribes this festival mound be]on ged. The tw elve songs were
to the memory of their twelve: commanders-in-chief,

“The three rounds of the festival pipe, with their three -

songs, were sacred to the memory of the three chiefs who
erected that monument.

“The squealing of the weasel, the bleating of the fawn, and
the howling of the wolf, were designed to cheex the sleepmtr
spirits of those three chiefs, if they should chance to be hover-
ing about the mound.”

Being much amused with the convivial enjoyments of those
aged sons of the forest, and having become somewhat familiar-
ized to their manner of living, I came to the conclusion to
penetrate their country far into the interior, and returned to
St. Lonis, to furnish myself with the necessary outfit. = De-
coo-dah, in the meantime, paid a visit to his Chippewa fr lends,
and othem who resided in the vicinity of Lake Superior. He
accompanied me to Prairie du Chien, where I furnished him
with new blankets, legzings, moceasins, trinkets, &c., and he
then departed, in company with some Menominee friends, by
way of a ridge of high land, which runs from the Wisconsin
to the vicinity of the lake. This ridge abounds with lineal
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and other monuments. I procceded to the head waters of
Rock river, having been previously informed by De-coo-dah,
that its banks abounded with monuments. Obtaining a small
boat, or skiff, I descended that river through a fertile and
populous country. I discovered many mounds and groups of
mounds, some of which were much defaced by recent culti-
vation, but others remain entire, and are noticed in their'order
in this work. After I entered the Mississippi, I traced the
western shore of that river, occasionally ascending its western
tributaries from ten to forty miles, into the interior of Iowa,
and discovered many monuments, differing much in construe-
tion and form from those I had previously found on the eastern
shore. C ’

£
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CHAPTER XX.
GENERAL DISPERSION OF THE ELK NATION.

DE-COO—DAH, after giving me many draughts and deserip-
tions of various.groups of ancient monuments, being in-
formed that I designed visiting my friends in the spring, no
longer exhibited the hilarity that he had occasionally indulged
in. He seemed to give up all hope of seeing me again, nor -
could I prevail with him to accompany me. He was wholly
absorbed in meditation for several days saying little on any
subject.

At length he remarked one evening, that he had been en-
deavoung to refresh his. memory respecting the first and
‘second dispersion of the Elk nation, believing that it would
be interesting to me. ¢ The first dispersion,” said he, “I can
not satisfactorily recall the traditions of, but the second being

a topie of common conversation with my grandfathers, and one
in which T was much interested when very young, I can rec-
olldct many things that I desire should be placed on paper.”
I immediately prepared for the record. »

"He commenced by observing that this country (meaning the
immediate valley of the Mississippi), was, by his great-grand-

father’s grandfather, traditionally spoken of to his grandfather .-~ ‘

as hdvmo‘ been the primitive residence of their nation, four
hundred winters before the birth of his father, which took place :
two bundred and thirteen winters gone by “ 8o you perceive,” -
said De-coo-dah, *“it is more than six hundred winters since’
~ this ]ast.dlspersmn At the time of this general dispersion,
the primitive Elk natxon, originally a branch or tribe of the
ancient American, had become mingled and amalgamated
with the race of the red men from the south, A portion of
the original Elks, however, yet remained pure in blood, and
1 '
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returned to the east, to unite with a remnant of the nation that
occupied a territory bordering on the rocky hills [meaning the
Allegany mountains]. This emigrating remnant had em-
bodied themselves, at the time of the last dispersion, for the
purpose of joining their brethren of the east, who had main-
tained the occupancy of their native homes through the war
'which gave rise to the first dispersion.

“The second dispersion occurred during the reign of the-
great De-co-ta, who was a usurper, descended from the Black
Tortoise nation, which came from the south. It originated in
contention for domlmon in that family. My ancestors belong-
ed to the Elk nation who came. originally from the North, and
once held dominion over all this country, from the MlSSlSSlppl
east and north, to the great waters. I have frequently heard
my great- grandsxres speak of the great” ‘metropolis, and of its
ancient order of occupancy by the great De:co-ta, who was
said to have grown in power at that place, until he became an ,
absolute sovereign, and pushed his conqests north and west,
far beyond the original claim of the Elks.

“ De-co-ta, being brave and ambitiou:vahen young, attempt-
ed to usurp power over his pative nation, but being over-
powered by the loyal forces of the lack: Tortoise, he was
forced to seek refuge among the Elks, who had long waged a
defensive war against the Tortoise. His first attempt to de-
throne his sovereign, the great Black-Tortoise, having thus
failed, driven from his native territory with many followers,
Le became an ally to the Elk nation, to aid in their war agamst

his own race.

“ Being well- acquamted with their mode of Warfale, loca-

“tion; &c*he rendered valuable service to the Elks. He en-
gaged their enemies at their weakest points, cutting them off
band by band, and aided by two warlike sons, and two
brave grandsons, he ultimately succeeded in conquering the
Dlack-Tortoise, whose ashes were honored with a funeral pile on

e therha the St. Peter’s river, to which is attached mounds
of extinction. 7 ended the reign of the great Black-

Tortoise.
¢ De-co-ta, having thus succee

in his design to overthrow
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the ruling. power of his native nation, now became supreme
raler over an immense territory. So extensive was his-domain,
that it became necessary for him to patcel it out in petty
monarchies.

.“In order to secure supreme power to himself, he estabhsh-

d one son on his right, and another on his left, below the
junction of the St. Peter’s with the Mississippi fiver, and lo--
cated himself between these two rivers. Having decreed the
Mississippi to be the boundary line between his two sons, they =
stood independent of each other in dominion; but a large -
territory south of them having become depopuldted by the‘
ravages of war, the red men h om the south began to occupy
it. They not bemor subject to the government of De-co-ta, he
conceived the 1dea of locating two grandsons south of the ter-
ritory of his sons, dividing theu' dommlon by the same line,
and making them mdependent of each other, but subject to
the control of his two sons. :

“ Bat in De-co-ta’s old age, having a great-grandson (also
called -De-co-ta), on whom he. deswned to bestow supreme
power, he located him still farther south on a rock in the
middle of the Mississippi, (now called Rock island), giving
him independent dominion on both sides of the river, to the
junction of the Missouri. He being a wise ruler and brave
warrior, was looked upon by his northern allies as interposing an
impenetrable barrier to the intrusions of their southern neigh-
bors, and thus they enjoyed uninterrupted peace for a long time.

“DBut the young De-co-ta, iriheriting the ambition of his
great-grandfather, ultimately determined to bring into abso-
Inte subjgetion his northern allies. He called to his aid, two
mighty prophets from the south, and throngh tbeir influence,
was enabled, without the shedding of blood, to bring to his
standard an imposing army. This done, he sent a deputa-
tion of chiefs to the two grandsons to secureg if possible, their
aid and influence in his undertaking, without any unnatural
effusion of blood, with the promise to them of independent
kingdoms. The grandsons being brave and loyal, bnt unam-

- bmoue asked for the lapse of two moons to consult and con-
sider the matter, which was granted them.
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¢ In the meantime they repaired to their fathers, to inform
them of the conspiracy that was meditated against them, and
in company with them, visited thé great De-co-ta. But De-
co-ta, placing implicit confidence in his great-grandson, refused
to hear them, and charged them with being engaged in a mu-

tinous Jeague against the young De-co-ta. - The latter, being-

informed of these movements, and baving his arrangements
all made, saw that there was no time to be lost. The four
kings, who had been unjustly accused, immediately held a

private council, and came to the conclusion that De-co-ta the.

Great must be killed, for the general safety and good of the
nations. They cast lots for his executioner; the lot fell to the
Little-Otter, the younger grandson.. He repaired to the royal
residence, and at midnight, when De-cota the great was
asleep; with one blow of his axe, he severed his head from his
body, and the murderer, with his associates, immediately fled.

Atthe dawn of day the deed was discovered, and with the rising

sun, the news went forth throughout the nation, and all assem-

‘bled to rear the funeral pile. General anarchy ensued, but
De-co-ta the great having many old and well-tried chiefs, they
agreed to divide the power among themselves, and thus were
oro'amzed many independent tribes.

“In the meantime, the four kings gathered torrether their

warriors, each commandmor in person lns own forces, and went
~ forth in union to meet the young De-cota. They found him
on an island, in which was a large lake, where bis canoes were
safely harbored, waiting to receive them. :

“The four kings were permitted to land unmolested ; and,
in the meantime, De-co-ta formed his line for battle in the
middle of the lake, out of reach of their arrows, and having
decoyed them down to the lake-shore, he moved forward and
gave them battle from his canoes. Having his forces concen-
trated and well-arranged, he made great havoc at each on-
slaught. The four kmgs then began to surround the lake, that
they might intercept his retreat, intending to hold him in the
centre until they could man a portion of their canoes, and give
‘him battle by land ‘and water. But De-co-ta, having pre-
viously foreseen such an attempt, had secreted in the willows,
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on the island, a sufficient number of men to man many of their

canoes, and move them around fHito the lake, and thereby cut
off their retreat ; which charge had been faithfully performed

-during the first onslaught; and by the time the four kings had .

despatched forces for this service, a large number of their

canoes were seen entering the lake in possession of the enemy,

while many others were seen upon the opposite shore of the

‘narrowest-channel of the river. .

“ This movement so terrified the army of the four kings,

that they immediately commenced a retreat in great confusion.

The narrow channel being occupied by the enemy, they were
forced to swim the broad channel. De-co-ta, perceiving their
consternation, vigorously pursued them, and slanghtered many
in the water. But the four kings, having yet much the ad-

- vantage in numbers, rallied on the shore, in a large prairie,

and again gave battle. The strife was fierce and the carnage
great. The Little-Dog personally engaged the young De-co-ta,
and fought valiantly, but was finally slain. They continned
the fight until, at last, De-co-ta was driven back to the island
and ]ake with the loss of many men, but in possession of much
plunder.

“ He subsequently retumed to his kingdom, and contented
himself with dominion from the junction of the Wisconsin
south to the Missouri, waging, however, a continual border war.

“The three surviving kings, having lost many men and
canoes, and a large portion of their baggage, after burying
their dead, returned, by land and water, taking with them the
body of the Little-Dog. On their return to their usual places
of dominion, a funeral pile was erected over the body of the
Little-Dog, and his command united with the immediate sub-
jects of De-co-ta the great; and after dividing themselves
into families and bands of families, they chose thelr leaders,
and each—bwd—gommd—ﬁselﬁ&ese > two commands, equal—
ing the concentrated forces of the three kings, the
the Black-Wolf, and the Little-Otter, were permitted to en_]oy
their favorite form of government; and the three kings being
located between them and the mutinous De-co-ta, they lived
at peace, and prospered for a long time.

2
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“The young De-co-ta, having an extensive border, was fre-
quently harassed by his southern neighbors, and was unable
to cope with the united forces of the three kings ; but he waged
an occasional border-war with the Little-Otter. But, in pro-
cess of time, the Little-Otter died, and was conveyed by his
subjects to the funeral-pile of his fathers, and deposited there,
and his subjects also adopted the government by chiefs.

“Shortly after the death of the Little-Otter, a national
quarrel took place between the Red-Deer and the Black-Wolf,
relative to the occupancy of the territory vacated by the volun-.
tary removal of the subjects of the Little-Otter, and they
waged war with each other until the Black-Wolf fell in battle,
near the spot where his father, the Little-Dog, had fallen by
the arm of De-co-ta. The Black-Wolf was conveyed to the
faneral-pile of his fathers, and his  subjects adopted the gov-
ernment by bands. The Red-Deer being very old, called for
a union of all the bands, to go out against De—co-ta to avenge -
the death of De-co-ta the Great ; but‘ the bands, many in num-
ber, were scattered over an immense territory, and could not
~ be brought together. De-co-ta, being informed of the propo-
sition nmde by the Red-Deer to the scattered tribes, was much
enraged, and sought revenge in single combat. He challenged
the Red-Deer; they met, foucrht and the Red-Deer fell, and
he, too, was conveyed to the ancestral mound.

“ Shortly after De-co-ta himself died of wounds 1nﬁ1cted
by the Red-Deer, leaving no male issue. He was deposited
with his fathers, and his command was ruled by chiefs, aided
by prophets. Thus ended the reign of thesovereign De- co-tas,‘
and thus began the rule of prophets The subjects of De-co-
ta divided into independent bands, sustained their nationality
" for a long time, retaining many of their ancient customs and
ceremonies.

“The Little-Otter, being the younger of the grandsons of
De-co-ta the Great, and }ns executxoner, was esteemed by his
nation a brave warrior. " Occupying the southeast frontier of the
territory of the four kings, he was frequently harassed by the
wandering war-parties of the young De-co-ta, for the posses-
sion of a small portion of territory that lay east of the Wis-
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consin: river, near the junction of Blue river, which was the
place of his birth and home of his childhood. He sustained
the occupancy of 'it, however, until death. [This territory
embraces what is now called the English Prairie, upon whxch :
stands the village of Muscoda.]

© ¢« After his death and removal to the funeral-plle of his
“fathers, his nation, in commemoration of his fidelity and
bravery, erected, on the spot where he was born, a monu-
mental representation of the body of an otter, which still re-
tains it original form.

“The descendants of the tht]e—Otter were probably the last

in the great valley of the Mississippi to relinquish the ancient
form of hieroglyphical record. After his death, his kingdom
being divided between two chiefs only, its power and re-
sources were not, greatly impaired ; those -two chiefs, the
‘Black-Bear and the Big-Buffalo, being highly honored and
esteemed, lived at peace with ‘each other for a long time;
and their people not being divided into small bands, con-
tinued to erect memorial, matrimonial; and title-mounds, so
long as they remained united.

“ It was not until after this ehanue in their form of govern-
ment had taken place, that fesnval mounds were erected by
single bands. The bands being generally small in com-
parison with the nations to which they had formerly belonged,
the erection of mounds became more difficult in consequence
of the increased amount of labor required to be performed by
each indi¥idual. Changes i form of government necessarily
lead to changes of manners and customs. Being no longer
able to meet in great national festivals, they adopted the cus-
tom of holding feasts by bands; and the ceremonies requisite
for the preservation of order in large bodies being less essen-
tial in small assemblaores, were neglected and forcotten and
it was not until after the observation of these ceremomes had -
become obsolete, that band again -began to unite with band
in festival celebrations.

“Having lost sight of ancient order, those more modern
union celebrations frequently engendered strife, and some-
times gave rise to murders that called for revenge. Thus the
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seeds of war were again sown. In the resuscitation of an-
cient festivals; the relics of old traditions were again con-
sulted, and title-mounds began again to be erected in com-
memoration of great warriors. The long cessation of national
hostilities led to the increase of the population of the forest,
and it again became necessary to fulm national compacts for -
preserving order.

“In process of time, a per sona] quarrel took place between
the DBlack-Bear and the Big-Buffalo, which was finally de-
cided by personal conflict, that terminated in the fall of both.
That event is memorialized west of Lake Pepin. This conflict,
however, did not result in the further dispersion of those
bands, for the ruling power was then confided to the Bald-
Eagle and thtle-Bear the immediate descendants of the
Black:Bear and Big-Buffalo, and they lived in peace with

-each other. The Bald Eacrle being pacifically disposed, his
people prospered and became powerful. But the Little-Bear,
who:was more gunarrelsome, frequently engaged in war with
his neighbors, until he was at last slain by the White-Weasel,
and his tribe united with the Bald-Eagle, as memorialized on
the highlands of the Kickapoo. [Cut W, Fig. 4] The Bald-
Eagle was succeeded by lineal succession of Eagles through

- six generations, monumentally recorded on the highlands of
the chkapoo and Wisconsin.

« The sixth Eagle, however, was lain by the Big-Weasel,
who succeeded him, and divided the command wﬂ:h the Red-
Lion, his t&vin bxothel ; they ruled in harmony until they be-
came old. Bat, in process of time, a quarrel arose between
them about the exclusive occupancy of territory, that did not

-result in the shedding of much blood for many moons; in

testimony’ whereof, there yet remain many small treaty- °

mounds within ‘the territory occupied, by them. The Wis-
consin river, by mutual consent, was their original divis-
ion line, and the lowlands of that stream present more
treaty-mounds than any other stream in those reglons (Cut
I, Fig. 3.)

« They at length resolved to settle the matter in a pitched
battle between their whole forces, and assembled on the




______GENERAL DISPERSION OF THE ELK NATION. = 169

banks of the Wisconsin, near the junction of Blue river, each

heading, in person, his own army. The conflict began, and
being nearly equal in number, the strife was desperate and
the carnage great, as is apparent from the size of the battle-
burial-mounds that accompany their memorial monuments.
Both chiefs having fallen in personal conflict, both armies
withdrew, and entered into a treaty that enabled them to
bury and memorialize their dead. They then dispersed in
small bands to join one or another of the scattered tribes of
their forefathers. @ :

“ After this final dispersion of the northern tribes, monu-
mental commemorations ceased. The mound being the hier-
oglyphical sign through which the traditions were tanght,
and the knowledge of past events preserved, gradually losing
its importance, came eventually to be looked upon with cold
indifference. And thus the great fountain of tradition being
dried up, it'is by no means matter of wonder that its streams
have ceased to flow. The great valley of the Mississippi

~ having buried its last sovereign monarch in the person of the

4

young De-co-ta, its inhabitants dispersing over an immense ter-
ritory abounding in fish, flesh, and fur, were enabled to feed and
clothe themselves, enjoying peace for many ages. Until the
pale-faced men of the ocean visited their borders, breaking
up their soil and laying low the forest, thereby destroying
their hunting-grounds, they never having known the want of
territory or the scarcity of game, incautiously permitted the
stranger to remain until he became strong and powerful.
Then, with his iron bow and leaden arrow he began to deal
death to all that opposed his progress west; and having great
advantage by the use of firearms, he soon gained possession
of all the land borderingmon the great waters of the east. The
red man reluctantly gave way from river to river, from
valley to valley, and from mountain to mountain, until at
Jast he was driven across the great hills which had, for ages,
been the dividing line of nations. There the red man-of the
south .was compelled to mingle with a people differing_in
language, manners, and customs, who made him ‘serve them
as a bredst-work against the pale-faced intruder, until all the
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red men east and south of the great hxlls became nationally
extinct.

“These are some of the tradxtlons of my fathers, as I re-

ceived them when young—the history of days unknown to
-De-coo-dah.” , e

FORT MEIGS AND ITS8 ENVIRONS.

EXPLANATION‘ or ENGRravING.—q, grand battery; &, mortar battery; ¢, 4, o, mor
tar batteries; 9, battery, commanded by Col. Gaines; ¢, magazines; black
squares, or heavy lines, block-houses; dotted lines, Walls of earth raised as a
protection against the-fire from Bnt.xsh batteries.
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CHAPTER XXI.

TREATY MEMORIALS. |

N the lowland adjacent to the Wisconsin® river about-

twelve miles above its junction with the Mississippi, is
a group of seven long, narrow, flat embankments, with six
small round mounds, not very near each other, and with no
apparent systematic arrangement. When I had shown a
drawing which I had made of .this group to De-coo-dah, he
informed me that it was composed of treaty memorial-
mounds, exhibiting the usunal features of works of that class
found throughout the valley of the Mississippi, but occurring
rarely south or east of the Ohio.
They are sometimes seen in groups, but more frequently

‘single and isolated, unless when appended to residential

groups; there they are laid in regular lines, some with,
and others without, matrimonial mounds between them. The
marriage memorial mounds which sometimes accompany
them, often appear to have been thrown up without regard
to order or arrangement, wherever fancy or conscience dxc-
tated.

Treaty memorial marriage mounds differ from other matri-
monial mounds, being low and flat upon the top, with a circle
at the base which is slightly sunk below the surface; this
circle baving been formed by the removal of the earth around
the base, out of which the mound was constructed. All other
matrimonial mounds were formed of earth brouvht from a dis-
tance.

Treaty mounds were formed in. a similar manner, and have
a-slightly depressed or undulating surface around them. The
ends’are oblique or levelled, forming, with the sides, acute
angles or points diagonally opposite to each other. They
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were never constructed in north and south, or east and west

lines, but always deflect, at a greater or less angle, from the

cardinal points. They are found scattered through the coun-

- try, at various places where treaties were entered into, or

ytified ; and frequently contain deposxtes of blue and white
afrow-heads, &c.

PLAN OF ST. CLAIR)S BATTLE-FIELD.

\\\\WWWMWWM MWWSHT i

ExprANATION.—A, encampment of the militia ; B C, encampment of main army ;
D, retreat of the militia; E, trace of the retreating army: F, the grave of
Genl. Butler, and others; H, the site of Fort Becovery, built by Gen. Wayne,
1, brass?cannon disinterred in 1830.

-
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CHAPTER XXIIL

UNF: SHED EARTH-WORES ON STRADDLE CREEK, ILLINOIS.

ERE is, at the junction of Straddle creek with Plumb
river, four miles west of Mount Carroll (Carroll Co., I11.),
a group of mounds some .of which“arc apparently complete,
but many others are in an unfinished state. _
De-coo-dah represents these works to have been constructed
by a people who were accustomed to burn their dead. The
rings or circular mounds, shown in theCut,*are from twelve
to twenty-five feet in diameter, and about two feet in height.
The earth appears to have been thrown from within, formmg
the ring and leaving the interior in the form of a basin.
. Each family formed a-circle that was held sacred as a
family burial-place, or funeral mound; and when one of the
family died, the. body was conveyed to this place, and fuel
being prepared, was placed in the basin and there burned.
After the body was entirely consumed, a.thin covering of
earth was spread over the ashes. The next death called for
similar ceremonies, and so on, until the enclosure was filled.
Then the ring was raised about two feet, and thus prepared
for further use ; and this process was repeated as often as be-

came necessary, the diameter of the circle being gladually

diminished at the erection of each addition to the ring, gmng
it, finally, a conical form. Some of the rings shown in the
Cut, are full, and present a flat surface. There are also two
battle-burial mounds attached to this group; I sunk a shaft
in one, and was fully satisfied of the correctness of the tra-
ditional history, from the fact that after sinking about ten
inches, I struck a bed of earth and ashes mingled with par-
ticles of charcoal, extending to the bottom of the shaft which

I sunk some twent) inches below the surrounding surface.
* See page 59.
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This mound was constructed in the form of a tortoise without'
head, tail, or feet, and I presume it to contain the ashes of
a portion of that nation. I examined the other mound of
the same class, and found it to be composed of the same ma-
terials, and so of several others which I examined.

In the vicinity of this group, and about forty poles south
of it, there is another completed -group, where tumular-burial
was practised without fire. The traces of bodies in' decom- -
position are evident.

Doctors A. and J. L. Hosteller sunk shafts in two of those.
mounds, in one of which they found the jaw-bone, with the
teeth of a human Dbeing apparently of gigantic proportions ;
they still retain it in their drug-store at Mount Carroll. I
presume, however, that this was a relic of some recent de-
‘posite, as there were also other bones in a better state of pres-
ervation in the same mound. The other mound adjacent to
it was found upon examination to contain nothing more than

_the usual strata of decomposed matter. Aftera thorounrh ex-
amination of the group, I was satistied that there had either
been a change at some past era in the common mode of buri-
al, or that this region was inhabited . by an-immense popula-
tion, at different eras, who practised tumular burial in differ-
ent ways. The traditions of De-coo-dah sanction the latter
conclusion; and it is further corroborated by the fact that,
west of the Mississippi, as far as our researches have extended,
we have found in all burial-mounds examined, the traces of
fire in a ‘deposite of charcoal and ashes; while on the east
side of that river, from the junction of the Missouri to the
falls of St. Anthony, we have only found an occasional iso-
lated mound of that description, with the single exception’of
the group on Plumb river.

From these facts, in connection Wlth the traditions of De-
.coo-dah respecting the ancient inhabitants of those regions, as
-of various languages, customs, and color, we are led to the.
conclusion that at least two distinct races of men have ocen-
pied this territory at different eras, and that both became na-
tionally extinet anterior to the occupation of the present In-
dian race. And we presume the era is not far distant when
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time will add to the catalogue of extinct races, that of the
North American red man. Not three centuries have passed
" since he ranged the forest of the east, roamed over the prairies
of the west, basked in the sunshine of the genial south, and
- vigited at pleasure the regions of the far north, undlsputed
master of all, and with none to make him afrald But the
white man, greedy of territorial extension has, by gradual ad- ;
vances driven the Indian farther and farther west; war, dis- |
ease, and famin® have rapidly diminished his numbers the
- vices which c1v1hzat10n brings, have done their work m the
degradation of the Indian character, and the extinection of all its
nobler traits ; game has become less abundant, and already ..
the forest, the river, and the prairie, refuse to supply the means - .. ,
of a comfortable subsistence ; the miserable remnant of a
great people must fly to wilder and more remote regions, or
continue to drag out a wretched. existence upon the scanty
pittance dispensed by their conquerors. A few more years,
and the red man, like the mound-builders, will have passed
away..
Such were frequently the reflections of De-coo-dah. He'
was aware of the condition, and mourned, the doom of the
Indian race; but would occasionally take comfort in the ex- -
ercise of a faith that the Great Spirit, or God of his fathers,
would at some future day, pour out his wrath in retributive
vengeance, to the total extermination of the white man,
Let us now examine more particularly the evidences of
a plurality of nations anterior to the occupation of North
* America by the modern Indian race. We suppose the Mis-
sissippi_to have been the point at which those different na
tions came in contact with each other, from the fact that at
that point a marked difference appears in the general forin
of their tumular monuments, and, moreover, the amalgama-
tion or mixture of forms in the constructwn of those mounds
or embankments exists to a greater extent along this nver
than in any other region. This circumstanee probabl
nated by the chances of war, in conguest;
nations would necessanly, from tir
one anotbers borders in
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ime, advance over
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and during thelr intervals of occupancy, each would erect
 monuments according to their own taste and demgn The
fact that both nations were in the habit of rearing tumular
_ monuments seems to militate with the belief that either was
. nationally connected with the North American Indians, as
the latter have never been in the habit of erecting tumuli at

, any era known to history or tradition. That those nations,
differing in customs, came first in collision with each other-
at or near the junction of the Missouri with the Mississippi, is
evident from the fact that as we go south from that point, the
tumuli gradually partake of the pyramidal form, resembling
those found in Mexico, South America, &c., and representing
in miniature, the tumuli of Africa.

On the contrary, as we advance north and east, the pyr-
amidal form gradually sinks to the low conical, or ﬂat mound,
presenting many circles, squares, and triangular groups and
embankments, resembling those found in the north of Europe.

. These facts seem to carry with them thé rational probabili- -
ty of the former presence of nations which derived their
origin from two continents. And if I may be permitted to
indulge in speculation sustained by lingering tradmons
come to the conclusion that these two great n
waged war with each other for m es (as the immense
tumular monuments_er y each seem to indicate), until
; eatly reduced in numbers and strength. - Thus
eebled they fell an easy prey to the wa.ndermg hordes
(probably of Asiatic origin), who assailed them from the
south, were wholly subjugated, and lost their national .ex-
istence by amalgamation with the race of their conquerors.

- These two powers thus united, would find but little diffi-
.culty in overcoming the tribes of the north (probably of Euro-
pean descent), who are tradltxonally represented to have been

B . engaged for more than a century in one continual scene of in-

= ternal war ; -and after the cessation of hostilities, international-

amalgamatxon would gwe rise to numerous nations, with their
peculiar manners, customs, and language. The wandering
~ habits of the conquerors being adopted by their tributaries;
they became dispersed and seattered until the lapse of a few -
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centuries rendered them forgetful of their ancient monu-
ments ; and as those monuments were the only memorials of
the past, and the visible record of many of their traditions,
with them the more ancient nations in this triune amalgama-
tion buried for ever much of the history of the two great races
which had gone before them.

FORT HAMILTON, OHIO.

Fort Hamilton was erected by Genl. St. Clair, in September, 1791.—Explanaticn,
A, the old fort built by St. Clair; B, subsequent addition; g, officers’ quarters;
&, mess-room ; ¢, magazine; d, work-shop, ¢ 7, g, block-houses; C, the present
bridge that spans the Miami.
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CHAPTER XXIII.

\

BATTLE BURIAL-MOUNDS, &C., NEAR. PRAIRIE DU CHIEN.
PAINTED ROCKS: |

THAT the ancient Americans were very numerous, there
_ can be no doubt. Their battle burial-mounds show that
great numbers must often have been engaged in conflict, in
the meeting of hostile armies. Near Prairie du Chien there
. are not less than nineteen monuments of this description.
One of these now bears upon its summit a large and splendid
mansion, erected by H. H. Dousman, a gentleman well known
in that region, who had ‘accumulated a large foxtune in the ~
fur trade. The location is a beautiful one, When considered
without reference to its association, as the once-hallowed soil
of a funeral mound. During the excavatlon for the cellar of
this building, I frequently v1s1ted the place, in the hope of
discovering some relic of primitive deposite; but we found
nothing, except the presence -of a large quantity of decom-
posed matter, resembling a mixture of lime ag,d ,ashes, with
no appearance of charcoal, or other traces of fire. This strat-
um was, at the centre, about five feet in depth, and after
the excavation was completed, it presented a plainly-marked
line entirely around the cellar, of about ten inches in width.
The laborers informed me that they had taken out about four
hundred cart-loads of this earth.
The embankment is sufficiently-extensive to form a hand-
some,oval yard entirely around the building. '
It was near this place I presume that the traditional battle
between De-co-ta the Younger, and the united kingdoms was
fought; and it was near here that the White-Deer fell, and
yet stands memorialized in a tumular monument representing
the body of that animal.
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Opposite this. prairie, in the MlSSlSSlpp] is a Jarge island,

with a ]ake, which answers the /fladltlonal history of that bat-
tle, as given by De-coo-dah.

. One of the most singular tumular representations in this

part of the country, is that of four eagles, located at the inter-
section of four lineal ranges of mounds, on the head waters of
Bad-Axe river, and about seventy-five miles northeast of
Prairie du Chien. (See Cut F, Fig. 1.)

The eagle in the north bemg represented as headless, shows
the decapxtatmn of that sovereign; and one in the south hav-
ing two heads, records his sovereignty over two nations. The
other two, represeuted as in natural life, appear to have main-
tained their dominion over their people during their respect-
ive lives.

There are many representatwes of birds and animals to be
seen in this region of conntry, not only of the tumular class,

but also in painting, on the face of the river bluffs. At the

junction of Paint creek, on the west shore of the Mississippi,
about nine miles north of Prairie du Chien, is a large rock
" upon which many singular paintings have been executed, in
colors which seem to be proof against the action of frost or
rain; and similar paintings occur, at intervals, along the
western shore, for several hundred miles north. About thirty
miles from this rock (commonly known as the Painted Rock),
north, there is another called the “Paint Rock.”

Thls presents a pyramidal form, standmo- about five feet
above the surface of the earth, gradually tapering from the
ground upward ; it is literally covered with painted niches,
and small figures of various kinds. Many of the Indians re-
tain a superstitious reverence for it, and never pass near it
without leaving tobacco, or some small trinket, as an. oﬁ'grmg.

The arrangement of the paintings indicates some knowledge.

of the art, and the rock has a smooth surface, without the
mark of any tool being apparent.’ Its primitive use is un-
known to the traditions of De-coo-dah, and remains matter
of conjecture. In conversation with an aged Frenchman, who
had been in the habit of occasionally passing by this sacred
-rock for forty years, he remarked that there had been no addi-

,/;,‘,




~are accurately drawn, but the colors are much inferior in dura-

* of We-ru-cun-ne-gah.

"duty, innocence, sincerity, wisdom, and devotion, or religion—

“comrse with the other sex.

" by pairs ; love and duty, sincerity and innocence, wisdom and
‘devotion, occupying tents together. He divided his time
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tional painting on it since his knowledge of it, and that the
colors were yet as bright as when he first beheld it..

In imitation of those paintings, the Indians of the present
day occasionally indulge their taste for painting, and their
paintings may frequently be seen on the bluff-rocks of the St.
Peter’s and Blue Earthrivers. They, however, are easily dis-
tinguishable from those of the antient American ; the figures.

bility and brilliancy. My attention was arrested in view of
a group of paintings on a bluff rack of the St. Peter’s, that I
learned had been recently executed. I sought the artist, and
found him-rfear the junction of the Blue Earth river. He was
an aged man, and he informed me that he had recently
finished the last memorial of his art ; but after furnishing him
with oil, paints, and brushes, I prevailed on him to execute for
me a few drawings on canvass. He was known by the name

He appeared to be endowed with a lively imagination, was
passionately fond of female society, and had six wives. In
conversation on the subject of a plurality of wives, he con-
tended that no woman could be found possessing all the graces
which properly belong to the female character— to wit: love,

and that man was entitled to the enjoyment of all these. - He
admitted that more than one of these graces might exist in
one woman, and that no female was destitute of.them all. He .
believed that there were men incapable of appreciating any
of these graces, and consequently not entitled to social inter-

He bad three tents, or wigwarﬁs, in which he kept his wives

among them, and had twenty-four children, and many grand-
children. - They all appeared to dwell in harmony, and lived
plentifully. He had, also, a small lodge or tent, made of well-
dressed elk-skin, in which he kept his paints and paintings.
The interior of this lodge was literally covered with paintings,
representing men, birds, and beasts ; one circle of the lodge,
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however, was set apart for the works of inamimate nature.
The sun, moon, and stars, with a well-shaded rainbow, in bril-
‘liant colors, enclosed by a circle of deep green, occupied about
one-third of the space within the lodge, forming a rude but
interesting dome.

I passed about one month with We-ru-cun-ne-gah at this
lodge, in which time he painted nine pictures for me on can- -
vass. He was a native of the Rocky mountains bordering on
the head-waters.of the Mississippi, and he gave me descrip-
tions of many groups of mounds that he had often seen when
young ; but he retained no traditions of their primitive use or
origin.

FORT GREENVILLE, OHIO.

The above is a plan of Fort Greenville. Traces of the embankment indicated
by the black line; blocks in fine lines indicate the squares of the town,

¥

g

T

. .
o s ki TRaeE



186 ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES.

CHAPTER XXIV.

THIRD TOUR OF EXPLORATION.

AVING devoted  about two years, accompamed by De-
AL coo-dah and others, to-the superficial surveyof tumular
representations, and being much interested in their traditional
history, I resolved, in the spring of 1842, to fest more
thoroughly their. probable authenticity by a more. extensive
survey of the lineal ranges. Having promised to meet my
aged friend and adopted father, De-coo-dah, at Lake Pepin,
by the first or second boat after the opening of navigation, I
secured passage on the steamer Otter, Capt. Harris, of Galena,
" bound from St. Louis to St. Peter’s, and proceeded directly to
the lake. .

On my arrival, I was informed that De—coo-dah had not

been seen since my departure.in the fall, and that in conse-
quence of his failure to return at a given time, he was sup-
posed to be dead ; for his most aged friends were unable to
" call to mind a smgle instance of his having failed to perform

" a contract or fulfil a promise, and he had promised to return

" and preside at a feast, to be held in the ancient order, at the
funeral-pile of the Spotted-Deer, in commemoration of the
* great festival treat of white men, celebrated at the festival
circle of the Wolf, Deer, and Weasel, the preceeding winter.
He had given the order of arrangement for this feast, previous
to his departure ; which consisted in procuring twelve deer, to
be roasted whole, in honorable commemoration of the twelve
~ De-co-tas; the feast to continue three successive days, in honor
of the three chiefs last memorialized ; four deer to be con-
sumed on each day ; the feast to close with a bountiful repast
of honey, sacred to the memory of the white man who fur-
mshed the ox for the ancxent feast at the tribal circle.
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. ‘The mention of these circumstances, in connection with what
De:coo-dah had told me, previous to our separation, of a great

feastwhich he hiad in contemplation, where my company would =
afford, him much pleasure, very much increased my fears for *
his Wehare, and I resolved to ascertain the truth. I imme-.

~ diately purchased a canoe, and returned to Mount Trumbull,
to the residence of my Kentucky friend, to consult him as to

_ed me that Dandy Jack, a rambling Menominae sportsman, -

the best cErse of action in relation to the matter. -He inform-

" -was in the vicinity, and he, being a relative of the family
“with whlch\ De-coo-dah went away, when we last separated,
would be mo#f likely to procure whatever information that
tribe possesied as to the whereabouts or probable fate of De-
coo dah. ¥ friend immediately despatched a messenger to
seek Jack, and infarm him that I desired an interview with
him. - Early mext morning, Jack, accompamed by three Me-
nominees and six Winnebagoes, came in. We learned from

him that a rumon was current among the Menominees, that

De-coo-dab was dead ; but he was not aware that any one had
any positive mforxnatlon about the matter. . Jack, however,
- very kindly offered to aid me in procuring certain informa-
tion ; said that he knew De-coo-dah’s point of destination, and
) had some knowledae of the family which he was to visit. We
then held a council relative to the matter, and concluded that
it would be most satlsfa.ctory to all to appoint a delegation to

go and seek De-coo-dab, althouvh it was the prevailing opinion

in the council that' he was dead 1 immediately volunteered
my services, and  was soon joined by seven others. I then
informed- them that I contemplated an examination of the
mounds, going and' returning ; in *consequence of which I
should tla.vel slowly ;\and that I designed to compensate those
that accompanied me, and. should prefer as small a party as
would be most comfortable. I was requested to make a selec-
tion of companions in accordance with my own wishes. I
inquired who had the best knowledge of the country through

thch we must pass, to Whlch a half dozen voices responded '

% Poket.”
Poket, being an eldcr]y Wmnebago, and havmg two squaws

\
4
\
\
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ity that were lrale and mlmble-footed with a spnght]y daughter
m‘iiﬁ ' (to whom Dandy J ack was making matrimonial overtures), T
3B L‘ : decided on taking the whole faniily, and anticipated a pleasant
n party. The selection was cordially approved of, and the
i council adjourned.

Having deposited my stores at Prairie du Chien, T pro-
ceeded to that place, and furnished each of my companions
with an additional red blanket, obtained a good rifle and
fowling-piece, with a full supply of ¥mmunition and other-
small stores, and started for Lake Supeuor ‘We ascended
the Wisconsin to the junction of the Kickapoo, and thence
ascended that river.about seveqty miles. Here we landed,
finding some Winnebago lodges, with the occupants of Whlch
we ]eft our canoe, to be returned to Prairie du Chien, intend-
ing ourselves to return by another route. Thénce we visited
the monumental eagles (previously described), at a pom“t on .
the highland of the Kickapoo, which I have mentioned as.’”
the terminus of four ranges of lineal mounds, diverging
thence to opposite and remote points (as seen in Cut F). We
traced the north range to the vicinity of the Chippewa river, -
where we discovered an arrangement of earth-work differing
in form from any we had previously seen; these were trian-
gular enclosures, of various dimensions, some of which enclosed
interior structures similar in form, but of various arrangement.
(Cut M). . We also found several triangular works, thrown np
in solid mass (Cut P, fig. %3), but made no excavations. We
then proceeded in a course a little east of north, with the de-
sign of approaching the western shore of Lake Superior, and
passed but few mounds of any description, until we came
within about thirty miles of that lake; there we occasionally
discovered an isolated truncated work, generally of small di-
mensions. 'When we approached the immediate vicinity of the
lake, where the friends of De-coo-dah resided, we soon learn-

- ed that he was dead, and was deposited in a mound about
eighteen or twenty mlles west of thie lake.

Obtaining a guide, we proceeded to his grave which
we found located on a prominent elevation. I procured from
a peighboring brook a flat stone, and on it rudely cut his

’
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name, with the initials of - my ow_n, and placed it at his
head.

After learning the partlchlars of the death of my old frlend

and adopted father, we retraced our trail to the head-waters
or upper tributaries of the Chippewa river ; and then turning
to the south some twenty miles, again shaped our course for
the monumental eagles. By the way, we passed several iso-
lated crescent works, of large dunensxons, and two groups,
arranged in the order shown in Cut O, figs. 1 and 2.

After our arrival at the monumental eagles, we “traced

thence a lineal range, that terminates near the junctiorof the

Bad-Axe with the Mississippi. On our arrival at that river,

we obtained a canoe, and ascended to Prairie la Crosse. In °

the vicinity of this place, the Winnebagoes belonging to the
band of Wa-con De-co-ra, to which my companions belonged,
were located. On receipt of certain tidings of the death of
De-coo-dah, there was much mourning among the aged of the
band ;" but the whisky dealers ‘at-this place having recently
replemshed their stock, the greater number of the band, to-
gether with their chief, were indulging in that kind of festxvxty
familiarly termed a ¢ big drunk;” and Poket, who was very

fond of whisky, joined the banquet to drown his grief in -
- revelry. The steamer Otter touching at that point, I em-

barked for Prairie du Chien.
Having devoted several years to the examination of the sur-
face of earth works in general, without making wafly excava-

" tions, in consequence of the aversion mamfested by De-coo-dah

to the desecration of the monuments of his remote ancestors, I

~ resolved now to test freely the truth of the traditions respecting

such mounds as were traditionally represented to contain de-
posites, and with that design first visited the pentagon, and
made thorough excavations at various points of the work, but
discovered no deposite except in the central work. In sink-
ing a shaft at the centre of the summit of this, we passed
through the alluvial several inches in depth, and then throngh

a stratum of earth mingled with charcoal, and evidently .

formed of ashes at some era, to the depth of nearly two feet,

. when we came in contact with a stratum of earth scmewhat
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resembling potter’s clay, of grayish color, bearing the impress

of fire, in the resemblance of decayed earthen-ware. This,

stratum contained mica ; it was about twenty inches in depth,-
and rested on another, mingled with sand ; among which we '

'_ discovered ‘several small pieces of mica, but found no other
deposxte in any other part of this singular work. ’

" We then proceeded to an examination of the great crescent

~works in the vicinity (shown in Cut G), and sunk a shaft in

each of them, but without discovering any stratification other
than that common in the vicinity, except a small thin stratum
of blue sand, evidently occupying the surface of the primitive
earth; but in sinking a sbaft in the centre of the central work

_ (traditionally said to represent the sun), mica, in small sheets,

was abundantly interspersed through a stratum of about twenty
inches in depth, arranged in circular form, and occupying a
space twelve feet in base diameter, surrounded by earth similar

* to that of the sub-soil of the adjacent low-land.

The earth of this circular stratum was evidently obtained

at some remote point, it being a mixture of white-clay, blue-

sand, and mica, apparently rendered firm by pressure; it
rested on earth similar to that of the adjacent region;and was
cevered by alluvial of from ten to twelve mches in depth,

which had either been gathered from the surrounding,soil, or
formed by the annual decomposition of vegetable\ matter,
through the lapse of many ages. Had this surface soil been
removed with care, and the stratum beneath been washed by -
a few heavy showers of rain, so thoroughly studded was it

avith small particles of mica that, under the sun’s rays, it cer- .
tainly would have presented no unapt symbolical representa-

tion of that luminary.

After making, by thor. ou<rb excavation a satisfactory exami-
nation of the pentagon and its traditional appendage, the
festival circle, we revisited the amalgamation mound, located
in the vicinity of Muscoda, on the high land of Wisconsin
river (partially described in chapter vi.), to re-examine it by
thorough excavation. Aftersinking several shafts in the main
body of the effigy, without making any additional discovery,
we proceeded to an examination of the sacrificial altars, by
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sinking shafts from the summit to the centre of the base. In
addition to the stratum of charcoal and ashes, before men-

tioned, near the surface, resting on strata of blue and white-

clay, we discovered on the surface of the primitive earth, cor-
responding deposites of blue and white sand, placed in oval
piles, or small truncated mounds, of about four feet base and
two feet high, in arrangement the reverse of that of the blue
and white clay of the summit: the blue sand lying beneath
the white clay, and the white sand beneath the blue clay.)
‘We néxt proceeded to an examination of the national monu-
ment (treated of in chapter vii.), but on a critical examination,

by sinking four shafts in the body of the imaginary effigy, we

discovered no further change of material or well-defined strati-
fication. 'We then descended to the plains or lowland of
Muscoda, but found no deposite or stratification in any of the
numerous works on that extensive and beautiful plain, although
. effigies of men and beasts abound there, with many truncated
works of small dimensions, and several groups of elongated
embankments, that resemble redoubts on small fortifications.
The body of these works being composed of sandy alluvial,

easily peﬁetrated many excavations had been prevxous]y made
by the passing antiquarian or curious pioneer, we therefore
resolved to return to the Mississippi river.

We afterward descended the Mississippi from the Junctxon
of the Wisconsin to the junction of the Macoqueta, a small .
stream, that enters the Mississippi opposite an extensive plain,
designated as the Sand Prairie. This plain is in Illinois ; it
presents on its bosom many small_earth-works, principally of
small dimensions, among which we discovered one that con-
tained & rude stone vault, but with no perceivable deposite.
About twenty miles north of this plain, we discovered &.very

extensive range of truncated works, commonly known as -

Jacobs’ Mounds, some of which are of huge dimension, being
raised to the altitude of twenty-five feet. Extensive excavas:
tions have been made in these mounds by the Mormons, some
of the large works being nearly demolished. Many rude im-
plements have been dxsmterred of savage origin, found m@r

spersed among human bones. ad

13
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This group of works appear to have been nged by the Indian
~ aborigines of the existing race as a common cemetery, for
many years, and contains more bones in various stages of de-
composition than are to be found at any other place in that
region of conntry. Bones, which are nearly decomposed, are
found mingled with thoge which have been more recently de-
posited, and that seem to be but little decayed. In the
. examination of these works by excavation, it is everywhere
apparent that the earth of which they are composed has been
frequently broken or upturned, being mingled with alluvial to
“the depth of many feet, and not presenting the compactness
and solidity common to mounds in‘the vicinity. These mounds -
‘are located near the river, on an elevated fertile alluwal but
are composed of sand, evidently obtained at some’ dlstant
“point, probably about three miles north of their location ; for
at that point may be seen a very extensive excavation on the
‘summit of -an undulating elevation, which commandg an ex- -
‘tensive view of the smrrounding plain, and which is composed
of sand similar to that of which the mounds are constructed, .
‘to the depthof from nine to sixteen feet. There are several
of these excavations-adjacent to each other, which are now
from eight to ten feet deep. They are partly filled in by the
wash from the embankments which surround them. The
]argest occupies an area of about one acre, is twelve feet decp.
‘in the centie, and is surrounded by a slight elevation, that
"-wears the appearance of an artificial wall, designed to-enclose
the area within.
Jacobs’ Mounds are smlated on an exceedingly fertile plain
“of great extent, yet they seem to occupy & position:specially
marked out as the resting-place of the dead ; for notwithstand-
ing the site presents no natural features mdxcatlve of the
prevalence of pestilential disease, yet all attempts to occupy
it have hitherto failed.
Mr. Jacobs, at first sight, became so fascinated with the
beautiful scenery of the surrounding landseape, and the fer-
" tility of the plain that, in the early settlement of those regions,
he determined to make -a permanent residence in the imme-
dla.te vicinity of the mounds, -and erected a commodious
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dwelling-house in the midst of them, but he was soon com-
pelled to vacate it and retire, in consequence of the death of
his wife and several children.

And it is worthy of remark, that in the first settlements

made in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, in the immediate vicinity
of large groups of mounds which seem to have been con-
structed for the deposite of the dead, pestilential disease pre-
vails to a much greater extent than elsewhere. I do not
suppose this result to be chargeable to the presence of the
monnds, but to natwral causes connected with the locality :
for it is evident; that where masses of vegetable matter, so

located that they are not subject to removal by water or ﬁre,A

‘are permitted to decompose in large quantities, in positions
where there are natural obstructions to a free circulation of
‘air, a deleterious miasma must exist, bringing with it disease

and death. Such localities are of frequent occurrence in the

sudden curves and great bends of many of the western rivers,

surrounded by unbroken highlands that obstruct the free cir- -

culation of air, yet where the deepest and most fertile alluvials
invite the early pioneer to rear his abode in their midst. This
fact partially acconnts for the frequent appearance of large
burial mounds in sach localities; for if the mound-builders

were an agricultural people, as their works in some regions

‘evidently indicate, the same causes operating in earlier eras,
would furnish material more abundantly than higher and more
salubrious lands, for the construction of those cemeteries. It
may also be remarked, that in the vicinity of extensive ceme-
teries, it is not uncommon to see large tracts of marshy land,
stagnant water, &e.; and in the re-ocenpancy of these de-

populated regions, the pioneer will find his safety in avoiding -

such locatxons in the selection of his place of abode.

That this and the surrounding country has atsome era, sus-
tained a population which could not possibly have subsisted
by fishing and hunting, is most evident from the remains of
tumuli, On all the vast plains, for many miles above and

below, bordering on the river, the truncated mound and

elongated earth-work, with here and there a strange animal
effigy, are to be met with ; they are also seen in great abun-
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‘dance, tracing the smaller tributaries, far into the interior, east
. -and west of/the Mississippi ; nor, are the highlands exempt.
“*'On the summit of the lofty bluffs along the ridge of their

craggy spurs, and even on the -mountain side, the mound-
builder has left his record. About nine miles north of Jacob’s
mounds, near the junction of Plumb river with the Missis-
sippi, on the lands of Messrs. L. Davison, Cooper, Bowen, and
others, in the v:cnmty of an extensive marsh, annually inun-
dated by the spring floods of the Mississippi, extensive groups
of burial mounds, of small dimensions, arranged in lines,
clrcles, gquares, and triangles, abound, and many of the early-
pioneers of the vicinity have contributed to swell the number
on the adjacent highland. But the indomitable energy and
enterprise of those gentlemen in draining the marsh, has very
much contributed to the healthfulness of the vicinity, and it
now seems likely to attam entire exemption from the in-
ﬂuences which formerly unfitted it for human residence. -

- Near the junction of Apple river, a few miles above Plumb

. river, are also many burial-mounds, among which I discov-
. ered several that bear the marks of fire, and one that presents
‘a circular deposite, on the primitive earth 1esemblmg decom-

posed animal matter, covered with-a strafum of nearly two
feet in depth, of pure clay, on which rested another, of five
feet in depth, composed of sand and ashes, mingled with char-
coal, beneath an alluvial surface ten inches deep.

This being the first work of this description that I had no-

ticed in those regions, I examined it with much attention.

After sinking a shaft from the centre of the summit to the
base, we shaved, with a sharp spade, a section eighteen inches
in width, from the top to the bottom of the shaft, and found
that the work appeared to retain uninterrupted solidity. At
the point where the two strata unite, appeared a well-defined
line of pure. ashes, resting on clay and covered with sand.
There being five strata at the bottom, with no conespondmg
memorial mound adjacent, and the entire work presenting in
outline the common form of the traditional battle burial mound, .

Iresolved on a more thorough examination, and commenced a

drift tracing one of the strata outward from the centre, until
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I finally lost sight of it; I then run a drift in an opposite di-
rection, with a similar result, the entire length of the two
drifts being about sixteen feet. Having been previously in-

formed by De-coo-dah that there was a time when all bodies

were consumed by fire, and that a partial change took place
long before the general custom ceased, in consequence of the
refusal of the sun to shine during the time of burning a great
and good king, when .it was decreed that the great and good
should no more be consumed by fire, we concluded that this
was a battle burial-mound, where the bodies of the chiefs.
were interred in accordance with the decree, and that the
faneral-pile of their followers was made over their bodies, that

all might lie entombed together. There being no effigy, title, -

or memorial mound, in the vieinity, indicates, aceording to
tradition, extinction by conquest. This mound stands isolated
and alone, having a base of one hundred and five feet,and a
perpendicular altitude of about eight feet, with a flat summit,
slightly depressed in the centre.

About one and a half miles east of this mound, on the sum-
mit of a high hill; there is another battle burial-mound of
smaller dimensions, which bears no marks of fire. It is com-
posed of a gray-earth, unlike any in the vicinity, covered with
a sandy alluvivm. In the vicinity of this work is another,
composed of two elongated works, relatively located, as shown
in Cut C C. The smaller work appears to retain its primitive
perfection and regularity of form, but the Targer, on which
the tree appears, has been injured by the uprooting of timber
at a point near the north end. This peculiar form of earth-
work is traditionally represented to bave been-erected as a

title memonal and the individual here memorialized was a

selected or chosen chief, as described in Chapter 6.

‘About sixteen miles east of this work, on the south side of
Apple river, on a second terrace of the stream, is a *similar
group, composed of three embankments, where discrimination
in title is very evident,in the interruption of the works (seen
* in Cut D D, figs. 1 and 2). The interruptions are apparent
at the points where the trees, or the rupture occasioned by
their removal, are presented, and bear record of legitimacy
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and illegitimacy. These works, also, are isolated and alone.
There are several other works of this description on the
second terrace of Plumb river, and one near Fevre river,
several miles northeast of Galena, but they most abound on
Rock river, about thirty miles above Dixon; they also abound
on the second terraces of thé Illinois river, and there are two

_about twenty miles below Terre-Haute, on the Wabash.

There is a singular work on a small tributary of Apple river;

" in Jo. Daviess county, IIl., about nine miles from the village

-

of Elizabeth. It Bomewhat resembles some of the works of
the Scioto, in the state of Ohio. It consists of an oblong square
enclosure with sides of fifty and sixty feet. The wall is about
two feet high and eight feet thick at the base. It is formed
of clay that bears the marks of intense heat, in all its’ parts,
and is supposed by some to be the remains of a brick structure;
but I pxeenme that it is earth burned in a mass, as it now
lies, as the impression of ‘fire can only be traced to the depth
of about ten inches. ‘

This square is enclosed by a cxrcnlar wall of the same
dimensions, connected with the square at each corner, and is
formed of sandy alluvial, mingled with water-washed pebbles
and broken shells ; the area enclosed is level,and presents no
feature dxstmgulshmg it from the surroundmu surface of the
earth. This enclosure stands isolated, there beirig no other
enclosures of a similar class within many miles; We suppose
it to be an anfinished work. (Cut Z, fig. 1)

About two miles northeast of this Work is another enclosure,
in the form of an oblong or ellipse, enc]osing' in the centre
the remains of an animal effigy. (See Cut Z, fig. 4) The
work has been much broken by curious investigators, and
presents ai very dilapidated appearance.
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CHAPTER XXV.

LINEAL RANGES,

AFTER devoting about six months to the exploration-of the

lineal ranges of mounds east of the Mississippi, and be- ’

coming fully satisfied that their arrangement and relative po-
-.-sition was not accidental, but the result of design, I resolved

torebrace to its terminus a line of mounds which I had pre-

vxogsly followed about sixty miles, on the west side of the
river.

This line, dxvergmg from a serpentme range on Eushs’s .

Point, at the junction of Turkey river, Iowa, runs about five

degrees south of west, crossing Turkey river, at or near the -

junction of Otter creek, thence in a continuous line to a large
grove, distant from Eustis’s Point about eighty miles. This
grove is surrounded by an undulating prairie of great fertility;

and in its midst is a beautiful boiling s’p'ring of pure water.
- About eight poles north of the spring, is a large ‘truncated
- mound, surrounded by eight human effigies, diverging out-

ward, ﬁom the central work. (See Cut 'V, fig. 5) I re-

mained here two days, and discovered that there. was arm in-
tersectional range diverging north from this point. I con-
. tinued to follow the main line west, for three successive days,
passing occasionally a mound, at a distance of from five to

seven miles. On the evening of the third day, my atten-.
tion was drawn to an effigy somewhat resembling in form

the body of alarge fish, surrounded by small truncated works,
as represented in Cut K, range 2d. This work appears on
the east bank of a small stream which abounds with white
bass, pike, and other fish of fine flavor; it is much frequented
by the Indians. There is but little timber.in the vicinity of

* this work, except that which grows along the margin of the ~
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stream. About fifteen miles west, there is a large groveof .

dwarfish timber, in the midst of Whlch is another group of
earth-work, consisting of a large truncated mound surrounded.
by four long embankments diverging to the four cardinal
points. (Cut K,fig.2.) We found no water in this grove, and
proceeded on our way. west, until I arrived at another group,
as shown iff the game Cut, composed of a large truncated
mound, surrounded by eight small conical mounds, arranged
in a circle, in- the order of the effigies first described : this
group is located-in the vicinity of a small grove near a brook ;
-the central mound bears the traces of fire on its summit, to
the depth of three feet, remaing of coal and ashes being min-
gled with the clay This grove is about three miles east of
the Missouri river, and I discovered no other Works between .
1l; and the river.

Then I proceeded up the Missouri for four successive days,
travelling about twenty miles 4 day, passing many trancated
mounds of various dimernsions. Among these I noticed one
constructed in a serpentine form (Cut H, fig. 2), about a
central effigy resembling a tortoise. In this I made three
excavations. The central work presented, near the surface
summit, coal and ashes; but the serpentine work contained
no deposxte I found no other work in the immediate vicin-
ity ; but, about twelve miles northwest, I discovered a group,
the ananvement of which is shown in Cut V, fig. 4. - I bave
fxequently.dlscovered this arrangement in Indxana and INi-
nois, destitute, however, of the elongated mound which is
here appended. There are many serpentine effigies of small
dimensions in those reglons their .common order of arrange-
ment is represented in Cut H, figs. 1 and 8. Figure 1 rep-
resents the range of truncated mounds west of the Mlssmsxppl

_ river, in an arrangement which I have found nothing exactly
resembling on the east side of that river, a]though the serpen-
tine effigy is found far east, in Ohio, in the intermediat
space east of Illinois. They are, however, exceedingly rare.
Diverging mounds, or effigies, arranged around truncated
works, as are seen in Cuts N, K, and V, are of common oc-
currence west of the Mississippi. East of that river, they are




S LINEAL BANGES. . ° 203

found appendéd to enclosutes in Illinois, Indiana, and Wis-
consin. In the country lying east of the Wabash, and south
of the Ohio rivers, they are exceedingly rare, if mdeed they
appear at all, a fact not yet established.

In theﬁvxcmxty of serpentine’ effigies, those of quadrupeds
are rarely seen west of the Mississippi: At Gottenburg, how-
ever, in the vicinity of several serpentine works, there is an
eiﬁgy of an elk, in connection with a group which embraces

two serpentine arrangements (Cut U, fig. 3), and at Prairie

du Chien there is a group containing the effigies of a bird,
and a quadruped, connected with a serpentme arranoement
.(Cut 8.)

Three months were exclusively devoted to the examination
of the lineal ranges- connected with the Turkey river range.
During that time I travelled, accordmg to my reckoning, at
twenty miles per day, more than nine bundred miles, examin-
ed by excavation seventy-six earth-works, and surveyed four
hundred ‘and forty-nine mounds. I succeeded in establish-
ing, to my own entire satlsfactlon, a conclusion which I am
confident that future investigations will corroborate, that the

lineal ranges were designed as and constructed for national

or international landmarks and boundaries.

In my excavations west of the Mississippi, I discovered no
deposxtes indicating any greater advancement in the arts than
is common among savage nations, notwithstanding the exact-
ness of outline, correctness of proportion and symmetrical ar-
rangement.of many of the works. This leads me to the belief
that the mound-builders of the north were not in the habit of
- making deposites such as are found in Ohio; and the regions

south, to Mexico, and indicates the prevalence of differing
customs, if it does not attest distinct nationality. Many de- -
- posites found at the south presenting the known forms of the

“symbols of ancient idolatry, favors the conclusion that a

change of religious belief, or the forms of idolatrous worship

occurred among the mound-builders of the south which those
at the north-did mot experience.

That many of the forms of earth-work of the north are sym-

bolical, that they were connected with or related to the pre-
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vailing religion of the country, and that they were designed
as symbols analogous to those exhibited in sculpture at the
south, b entertain no doubt. This belief finds confirmation
in'the fact, that in those regions where effigies occur, sculp-
tured dep ites nowhere abound; and the deposite even of -
pottery is very rare. In all the mounds excavated by me west.
of the Mississippi, I discovered only one deposite of earthen
ware, consisting of a large jar, or urn, that contained ashes.
This was disinterred in Dubuque county, in Iowa, about
twelve miles southwest of the ¢ity of Dubuque. It was taken
from a small truncated ‘mound in the vicinity of 2 large coni-
cal work that still retained the traces of fire on its summit,
and which is located on the summit of a high hill command-
ing an extensive view of the surrounding country. This urn
was much decayed, and fell in pieces on its removal.
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OHAPTER XXV
MOUNDB IN WISOONSIN.

design, in this chapter, to call the attention of my readers

to the mounds of Wisconsin, representations of which will

be found in the appended cuts.
Cut D, fig. 2, shows. a remarkable effigy which is tradi-

tionally represented to have been constructed in commemora-.

tion of the union, or amalgamation of two nations, the one
bearing the name of a bird, and recognised in tradition as
the Young-Eagle ; the other, called the Bear. The head of the
Bear being lost in the body of the bird, concedes to the latter
nation, or its chief, the honor of conquest. The absencé of
wings to the body of the bird, shows that the chief or king of
that nation was yet in his infancy, at the time of the subjuga-
tion, an hereditary sovereign, but yet unfledged.
Fig. 1, Cut D, was found in the vicinity of fig. 2, both'
occupying summit heights on the highland of the Kickapoo
_river. Itissaid to have been erected as a triumphal monu-
ment, in commemoration of conquest, and in honor of a youth-
ful sovereign who succeeded to-the dominion of the Bear.
He is represented as standing on the head of the Bear, indi-
cating the wisdom of the son in following the counsel of his
father and predecessor. The arms extended horizontally, or
with equal elevation, record the adxmmstratxon of eqnal Jus-

7 tice to both of the united nations.

Fig. 3, Cut;Q, represents an effigy found in the same vi-
cinity thh the other, but which records a reverse of fortune.
Here the so’vereign, no longer standing erect on the head of

the Bear, is seen suspended below it, with drooping arms, -
and his Liead pointing to a funeral clrcle, to which is ap-.

pended the mound of extinction. .N ear by is another funeral
' 14 :

el e i
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circle, with a crescent-shaped mound, representing the new
moon, and symbolizing the advent of a new sovereign after
the extinction of the race of the vanquished king.

Fig. 1, Cut Q, represents a huge effigy, on the plains
of Muscoda, said in tradition to be the king of beasts, in
the days of the mound-builders. Fig. 2, shows their in-
crease by herds, or pairs; while the hindmost animal, por-
trayed as if in pursuit, was highly esteemed for his power and -

..success in destroying young herds. .

Cut W, fig. 1, presents the view of a sacrificial deposite
in a mound in the vicinity of the blue mound, twenty-two
miles north of Galena, and near the state line between Wis-
consin and Illinois. This earth-work is situated on a slightly -
undulating prame, in the neighborhood of another mound a
section of which is shown in fig. 2. The vessel found with-
in it contained about half a bushel of ashes; it was composed
of ‘clay, and was easily broken, being much- decayed Its
shape was nea.rly that of the common earthen jar as now
made for use in the dairy. The neighboring mound, fig. 2,
bore. the marks of fire, in the remains of a str atum of bumed
clay, as shown in tlie cut.

Fig. 3, Cut W, represents a circular ealth-work seen in
the vicinity of that shown in fig. 2. This circle has a diame-
ter of three hundred feet, and encloses a truncated mound of
forty feet in diameter at the base, and six feet in perpendicu- -
lar height. The summit of the truncated mound is nearly flat,
with a slight undulation at the centre. A mound of extinc-
tion is appended to this circle.

-Fig. 4, Cut W, represents an earth-work located about
twenty-five miles east of Mineral Point, in Wisconsin. It is
situated in a small grove, and clad with shrubbery. There is
also a similar work on the highland of the Kickapoo. The

. work presenting the combined effigies of a bird and beast,
records the change in title or name of a sovereign line of
_rulers. The bird having conquered the beast, offered in sac-
rifice the male and female lineage of the conquered ruler, as
is recorded in the erection of a sacrificial altar on either side
of the body of the beast. The effigy is one hundred and.
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eighty feet in length, and forty-four in its greatest breadtb e
with a general altitude of three feet; and bears the marks of ’
great antiquity. It has suffered much by the ravages of time

- and the uprooting of heavy timber, the remains of which may" g
yet be traced in the alluvial with which the work is covered. 1
The whole work was formed of clay of a reddish texture, ‘
which was evidently brought from a distance; but it is now e
covered with a black alluvium to the depth of about twelve i
inches. :

Cut Z, Fig. 4, presents a view of an unfinished group of
‘earth- wost located about twelve miles from the village of F

» Ackeron, or Rock river, in Wisconsin. It conmsists of three
separate works, the relative position of which is shown in the
drawing. The central mound has a base diameter of eighty
feet, with an un_equal altitude of from two to four feet. The
outlines of the effigy north of the central work may be dis-
tinctly traced ; yet the surface wears a rugged or broken as-

- pect, and the fore leg is less perfect than the restTof the
figure. The southern moundalso has a broken and “un-
finished aspect. :

We have discovered several works on Rock river which.
Aappear to have been deserted or forsaken in an unfinished(,
condition ; and also several in Jowa and Nebraska, and many
in Illmoxs. ‘ - o

group of natxonal mounds seen in’ the v1cm1ty of the Four

Lakes, in Wisconsin. This arrangement is common in Wis-

consin, and the northern part of Il]inois west of Rock river;

it also appears on the second terrace of the Wabash, near
- Lafayette, in Indiana.

Fig. 6, Cut Z, presents a view of the tribal festival circle,
to which is. -appended a mound of extinction. This cut was
taken from an earth-work on Sauck prairie, in Wisconsin,
which was very perfect in 1840, but cultivation then threat-
ened its demolition. It is one of the largest order of tribal
festival circles, being abont six hundred feet in diameter; the
wall has an eight feet base, with an elevation of about two;
the central mound having an equal elevation with the wall,
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‘has a diameter of about - elgbty feet. . This is the most exten-
.sive work of this order that is trad.xtxonal]y recognised as tri-

bal. There are many of those circles in Illinois, Wisconsin,
and Towa ; few, however, have the appendage of the mound
of extinction. One of small dimensions, near the junction of
Root river, in Iowa, retains singular perfection of form and
propormons. ,

Cuts L and M comprise views of the triangular works-of
Wisconsin which are traditionally represented to have been
designed for national cemeteries. The triangular form of
works corresponds with the boundaries of the territory they
occupy, as defined by lineal ranges of small truncated earth-
works - enclosing or surrounding triangular areas of great ex-

‘tent. They abound in Wisconsin, and appear also in the
‘southeast portion of Minnesota. Fig. 8, in Cut L, presents a

view of the wall of a triangular cemetery unoccupied, but
ready for the reception of deposntes Fig. 4 sbows an en-
closure partially eccupied by deposite. Flg 5, Cut M, pre-
sents a view of three central deposites, in union; and Fig. 6,
presents a view of three distinct families. The deposite of
Fig. 5 denotes, by its central position, the resting-place of the
royal family, while Fig. 6 presents the royal area unoccupied
by its destined tenant but containing the remains of three .
families of royal relatives. We have not yet discovered
any of those triangular enclosures beyond the limits of the
territories enclosed by triangular lines, or lineal ranges of
earth-work ; but have found several in finished condition in
Wisconsin, as represented in Cut P, Fig. 3, of Minnesota.
Cats C and O show the various forms and relative position
of groups of elongated works frequently seen in Wisconsin,

-and the northern part of Illinois. Cut O was taken on the

south side of the Chippewa river, about sixty miles above its -
junction with Lake Pepin, and differs from a group of similar
works on the shore of the Wisconsin river only in its connec-
tion with crescent works. - These works are traditionally
represented to have been formed for monumental treaty-me-
morials, and differ from national mounds only in the triangu-
lar form- of the ends of the embankments. The crescents
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here presented, are said to be of religions import erected in
commemoration of treaties entered into at the close of a re-
ligious war. '

Cut C, fig. 1, shows the forms and relative “position of a

~ range of natnonal mounds extending in a continuous_ line

along the Black river, in Wisconsin, near its junction with

the Mississippi. This line is composed of seven works that
are from thirty to forty poles in length, eighteen feet in
breadth, and two and a balf in height, and are distant from
each other about sixty poles, occupying a straight line for
nearly two miles. They appear isolated or unconnected with
other works.

Fig. 2, Cut C, presents views of the different forms of
mounds or embankments which symbolize extinction. Figs.
5 and 6 symbolize- family extinction, presenting at the larger
end of the work a square terminus. The enlarged dimen-
gions of fig. 6 is indicative of deposite —the portion of de-
posite being marked by a slight elevation near the centre of
the work; the round dots in the cut present the points of ex-
cavation made in the examination of the work. Fig. 4
presents the form of the national, mound of extinction, dxﬁ'er—
ing from the mound of family extmctlon by the oval form of
the larger end of the work. Fig. 2, by its peculiar form,
records a change in government, and - the deposite of a con-
quered monarch.

Fig. 3, Cut G, shows the Trelative p0s1txon of a range of

‘elongated works with flat summits, traditionally recognjged

as national residentials, occupied by chiefs or rulers,*and
known as such by the presence of intermediate truncated

- works. - This arrangement is seen in connection with groups

of truncated works, and not isolated or alone. They are
sometimes found in Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, but abound
most in the southern part of Wisconsin.

Cuts O and T present views of groups that are not seen
south of Wisconsin. They occur most frequently in the north-
eastern and southeastern portions of Wisconsin and Minne-

sota. Crescent works are found in Illinois, but not in the

relative connection here presented; they are also seen in .

et g el e e e :
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Michigan bordering on the lakes. An isolated group of cres-
cents, such as is presented in Cut O, fig. 2, we have only
discovered on the waters of the Chippewa river; but the
relative arrangement presented at fig. 1; occurs on the high-
land of the Kickapoo, and in the vicinity of the Delve, on the
Wisconsin, and in the neighborhood of Mount Trumbull,and
- east of the Cappili Bluffs of the Mississippi. We have heard
no tradition relative to the arrangement of fig. 2; but fig.
1 is represented to have been a national altar of sacrifice,
dedicated to the service of females only, at which the de-
vout assembled to offer sacrifice at the appearance of each
new moon.

Fig. 1, Cut T is trad1tlonally represented to be a royal
cemetery.” It is" seen, in a dilapidated condition, on the
waters of the Crow-Wing river, is portrayed in painting on a
bluff of the Chippewa river, occurs in an unfinished condi-
tion near Cassville;. and the form of the main stem of the
work is seen near Dixon, on Rock river, in Illinois; but in
the finished condition represented in painting, I have only
found it in Minnesota. ,

Fig. 2, Cut T, is traditionally represented to be-a sacri-
ficial altar of national character, where the nation offered
annual sacrifice to the sun. This arrangement is seen in
‘Wisconsin, and Nebraska. The central work was dedicated
to rational sacrifice, while the émaller works were designed
for the use of individuals by whom they were erected ; and
the four remote and larger works were held sacred to the use
of the prophets. The drawing from which the cut was made
" was taken from the regions of the Blue Earth, and was the most
extensive group among many that we have surveyed,-a de-
tailed account of which has already been given.

Cuts V and N represent arrangements which abound most
in Wisconsin, but figs. 4, 5, and 8, are seen in Jowa, and
fig. 4, in Nebraska. These cuts, however, are taken from
works in Wisconsin. The central-work enclosed by a circu-
lar wall (fig. 4), is traditionally represented to be a national
sacrificial altar, where a thack-offering was consumed an-
nually, and is known as such by the double circle that sur-
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rounds it, of wall and conical mounds. The small conical
mounds bear the impress of fire, and are said to have been
used for the offering of sacrifices by individuals or families. 1 ;
The elongated work, or national monument mound, is the I
symbol of natlonahty This-arrangement of earth-work some- '
times appears with two national monuments.appended, as at
the west end of Lake Michigan, and south of Chicago, in Illi- - ik
nois. The work presented in the cut was taken about seven- .
teen miles south of Madison, in Wisconsin. The.circle of !
truncated works enclose or surround an area of about four
acres. This is not so extensive as one seén in Nebraska in
the regions of Blue-Earth river, but it is evidently wholly ar-
tificial in its construction, while that of the Blue-Earth is
partly of natural formation as heretofore mentioned in the
details of exploration.

. Fig. 5, Cut V, also appears in Towa and Illmoxs but this
cut, taken from a second terrace of Blue river, about nine
miles above its junction with the Wisconsin, was preserved
on account of its symmetry and perfect retention of its original
form, and of the unusual number of human effigies appended,
the numbers six and four being of much more frequent oc-
currence ; the number five (as seen in Cut N, Fig. 8), I have
only recoamsed at one pomt as mentioned in the details of ex-
ploration.

Fig. 7, Cut N, was taken from a gentle undulation in the
midst of an extensive prairie east of White-Oak grove, in
 Wisconsin, and is the only well-preserved work of this iden-
tical relative arrangement that I have yet discovered. It is
surrounded by four national points of extinction diverging -
from the centre of éach side wall to.the four cardinal points
of the compass. I have, however, discovered several trunca-
ted works within square areas enclosed by solid walls, with
points appended, or adjacent to the angles of the work; but’
in no other instance have I discovered more than three points
in connection with this arrangement. I have heard no tra-
dition respecting the exact mode of arrano-ement here repre- -
sented. :
Cut K is a view of a group of earth-works about twelve
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miles east of Mount Trumbull, traditionally represented to
have been dedicated to international festivity in the union of
four nations. This species of earth-work is seen in Wlscon-
sin, Illinois, and Indiana.

Cut J, taken south of Root river,in Iowa, represents a
group which is also traditionally represented to have been
dedicated to international festivity ; and this relative arrange-
ment is seen as far south as St. Louis (Mo.), where a large
work of this order has been totally demolished. These works
abound most in Missouri, but appears on Root river, the Lit-
tle- Iowa river, and the Big Cedar nver, in Towa. East of

the MlSBlSSlppl I have nowhere diséGvered it. It is fully

described in the previous detail of exploration.

Cut K, figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4, shows the relative position,
form, and order of arrangement of two lineal ranges of earth-
work with their hieroglyphical appendages

Figs. 1 and 2 represent a line of works running from

* Turkey river, in Iowa, to the immediate vicinity of the Mis-

souri river, in Missouri; and figs. 3 and 4 represent a con-

. tinuous line running from the Wisconsin river to the Chip-

pewa river, intersecting another range running east from the

Mississippi, about seventy or eighty miles east of Lake Pepin. -
-These are more fally descrlbed in the detail of ei:ploratlon

(Chap. XIIL)

Cut R presents a view of unfinished works, traditionally
represented as a royal residential ‘group, seen in the vicinity
of a small stream in Wisconsin called the Bad-Axe. This
group has been préviously described in detail of explorations.

Cut A, figs. 1, 2,3, and 4, represents .detached groups of
earth- Works, descubed in the detail of_explorations, whose
order of arrangement differs from any:others I have yet dis-
covered in the valley of the upper Mississippi. The same
forms here combined are met with in other groups in Iowa,
Tilinois, Wisconsin, and Minnesota; but I have not found
these peculiar ¢embinations or mode of arrangement else-
where, among the thousands of earth-works I have inspected.

Cut R and Y comprise groups in which angles, triangles,

‘and semi-circles occur, the relative position of which, and

RNt
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their connection with parallel lines have been carefully pre-

served. The groupshown in Cut R (which has already been -
described in the detail of exploration as the Cassville group),

is especially remarkable for the number of its earth-works,
presenting, on an area of eighty acres, more than one hun-

dred and fifty mounds or separate works, disposed in several -

groups, but all mutually related, as is evident to any one
- who is familiar with the general arrangement of works of this
. class in those regions. ‘ . ) :

Cut Y, Figs. 1, 2, and 3;shows the relative position of

mounds in" semicircular and triangular groups traditionally

represented as residential mounds.. In such. groups 1 have
never discovered either stratification, or traces of deposite;
and yet they are of frequent occurrence in northern Illinois

and Iowa. '

ENGRAVED STONES,

* This engraving represents rude etchingﬁ upon what appeared to be the re-
mains of a stone column found in Lorain county, Ohio, 1838. '

15
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CITAPTER XXVIL
HTEROGLYPHICAL PAINTINGS.

UT X presents a view of a singular group of paintings

seen on the surface of a LIuff .rock which overhangs a
pleasant spring of pure water, some llmtvﬁve miles south-
west of the junction of the Om“ “Wing river with the Missis-
sippi. This spring rises at the head of a deep ravine shutin
by eraggy bluffs which are thinly covered with dwarf shrubs.
The rude figures painted on the rock are relatively arranged
as in the cut. The various forms composing the group are
such as often ocenr in earth-works; but the hieroglyphical
characters appended to the several cfﬁaxcs, are very remark-
able, and challenge investigation, :

Cut Wrillustrates the geneml character of the painted rep-
resentations frequently to be met with -on the surface of the
bluff-rocks along many western rivers. Some of these,
though covered \nth moss, retain great brilliancy of color,
when stripped of their covering; others have suffered much
by long exposure to the weather, and can not be easily
traced. The cut presents a view of all the figures which
could be clearly made out, on the walls of a eavern in Indi-
ana, about twenty miles Lelow the junction of the Wabash
with the Ohio. The cavern was commonly known to the
early settlers as Wilson’s Cave. (See a vrevious reference to
these paintings, in Chapter L)

Cut P, fig. 3, presents a view of three triangular cemeterles,
‘traditionally represented to be in a finished comhhnn which
appear in the northern part of Wisconsin, and on the south-
.eastern horder line of Minnesota, Figz. 4 represents a singnlaﬁx‘;‘;g‘
work, resembling a spider in shape, found in the northeastedfr-
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part of Minnesota, an acconnt of which is given in the details
of exploration on. the npper Mississippi.
Cuat I comprises views of four groups, adjacent to each other,

on the south side of the Little Vermillion river, in Vermillion -
county, Illinois, about seven miles west of the Wabash river. .

Fig. Iris seen on Sauck Prairie, in Wisconsin; Figs. 3 and 4

are seen on the American botton, seven miles east of St.

Louis; and Fig. 2 is of common occurrence on the second
terrace of Rock river, in Ilinois.

Cut E represents the royal cemetery of the Black-Tortoise,
on the north side of the St. Peter’s river, about sixty miles
above its junction with the Mississippi, in the territory of
Minnesota. This gronp is particularly described in the tradi-
tions of the Tortoise, given in Chapter VIIL :

Cut B presents a gunex«ll view of hieroglyphical effigies,
which, in 1840, ocenpied the present site of the village of
Muacuda, but which bave since been demolished.

Cut U is a view, or plan, of the Serpent city, at Prairie la
Porte, in Towa, as it appeared previous to its partial demoli-
tion Ly the building of Gottenberg; and Cut S shows the

-arrangement of an extensive gronp at Prairie du Chien, in

Wmconsm, now partially demolished.

Cuts M and N, are views of two huge effigies found in the
vicinity of Cassville, i in Wisconsin. This form is seen on. Rock
river, and the Wabash river, and abounds in Wisconsin and
northern Illinois.

‘Cuts P and X show the mr‘mrrement of two e\tensxve
groups in.Carroll county, Illinois. - Cnt P is a traditional resi-
dential group, found south of Savannah. Another group, of
exactly similar arrangement, and comprising the same num-
ber of works, occurs north of Cassville,in Wisconsin. Cunt X
represents an unfinislied group of fire burial-mounds, on Plamb
river.

Cut G is & crescent circle, enclosing a central mound, seen
on the high land of the Kickapoo, in Wisconsin, and tladl-

_ tionally replesented to.have been a sacrificial festxml circles
It has been previously described.

The cut on p. 96 presents a view of the sacrificial pentaﬂ'on,

—
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which is seenr in the vicinity of the festival circle, which has
been already described in the ceremonies of the pentagon.

i Cut J comprises plans of four distinct groups, which occur
3 ' in the order and relative position here indfeated, in the vicinity
of the great cross-work seen on the head-waters of the Kicka-
poo river, in Wisconsin, and at the intersection of four ranges
of lineal mounds. These groups are traditionally represented
i as hieroglyphical, and as beauno- record of war and’ peace,
P conquest and extinction.

Toward the southeast are two effigies, separated by 4n’inter-
mediate mound, and surrounded by truncated works. This
records the mediation of a third party between' the two prin- -
. cipal combatants ; and as the form of the area enclosed by

the truncated mounds, corresponds to that of the intermediate,
or central one, the mediation is shown to have resulted suc-

" cessfully, in.a compromise or division of territory. The con-

tinuation of the lineal ranges diverging from this centre, marks
the limits or boundaries of the divided territory. /

The group seen toward the northeast, bears record of treaty, -
in the presence of treaty memorial mounds, between which
appears an effigy erected in honor able commemoration of the
successful mediator.

The northwest group records national extinction. A royal
effigy, behind which is a national monumental mound, is rep-
resented movmg, with extended wings, full upon the sharp
pomt of the national mound of extinction.

We may here remark, that this traditional explanation of‘
the hieroglyphical recmd receives confirmation from the fact
that this same form of effigy is represented as Aeadless in this

. same division of territory, in the group of the four eagles
‘(shown in Cut F), where the mediator is presented as double-
‘headed, in the southeastern division of the territory there de-
fined ,yand also occupies a corresponding position at this place;
in the presence of the oracular, or prophet’s mound of peace, re-
sembling in form and deposite the traditional, oracular mound,
found in the temple of peace, at Circleville, Ohio, and on the
Blue Earth, in Nebraska, remarkable for the unusual quantity
of mica found deposited within it.

ne s AR Yo i FER




Cor J.

© 606000600

b0 0€cCE0QRD

0 o

®

] oac

L4 ]

O use (B T oo

° . . 9
e

e @
©

® 500

POOOOOOOSE

NATIONAL SYMBOLS.



T T Lt




. : B N P . i aE. .Is‘WMum.nF.l gnmfﬁ%ﬂ»mﬂ‘u&ﬁ“ll.?kmq]‘ﬁmu
e it rms e W L ; H tEmend za . k.m.ﬁﬂ ity

° 1
» w« .
M %
i 1
i
~
— =
(@] | B
&
9 .
: g
N 5]
} <
! A
R 1
»
5
B .







EIEROGLYPHIOAL PAINTINGE. 28}

~ This" werk, situated in the stite of Wisconsin, has beei
before mentioned in the details of exploration.

Cut F, fig. 1, shows the relative position of the temtond

smounds at and dxvergmg from the group of monumental-eagles

of Wisconsin. These effigies are traditionally represented as

monumental memorials of sovereign rulers, ocenpying distinct

- and Separate domains. They have ‘been already partially
described in the details of exploration, and we have only-te
add that the double-headed effigy is traditionally-recognised
as that of the conqueror ruling two nations speaking different
dlalects, with both of which he made himself familiar. This
is shown by the transfer to this effigy of the head 'of the ¢on-
quered -or decapitated eagle.

Cut G, fig. 1, shows the arrangement of a gronp. prewons!y

descnbed and the stratification of the central mound. Fig.

2 gives views of what are traditionally represented as fire-

cemeteries, or funeral mounds, in an unfinished condition.
The three connected circular works, were fonnd on the margin
of Straddle creek, Carroll county, Illinois, while the circle,
with appended crescents, which were evidently demgned to
form circles when complebed occurs at least three hundred
miles north of that point, in the territory of Minnesota. This
- identity of form and arrangement, furnishes strong evidence
of early national migration, or extensive territorial dominion,
in the existence of corresponding customs and funeral ntes in
distant localities.
Cut L, fig. 1, represents, in their relative position, monu-
mental effigies found upon the second terrace of the upper
Towa river, about thirty miles northeast of Fort Atkinson, in

the state of Iowa: they are traditionally denominated monu- -

mental heroes. Fig. 2 is a view of the earth-works of Ne-
braska, on the plains of the Blue Earth river, nearly resembling

those of Circleville, Ohio, tra.ditionally denominated the tem-

ple of peace, and described in the detalls of exploration
(Chapter X.)

Cut H, presents views of the forms and arrangement of ser-
""pentme works in Jowa and Nebraska. Fig.1 was taken from
a series of earth-works upon the highland of Turkey river;
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fig. 2, from the plains of the Blue Earth river; and fig. 3,
from a second terrace of Big Cedar river, south of Fort A tkin-
* #on, in Jowa. There are, in those regions, numerous small
‘works, of gerpentine form, of which the cut presents the most
‘common types. : ‘

~Cuts AA and BB, are Plans and views of some of the most .
interesting’ tumuli of“‘“’V eneznela, in South America, already
described under the head of South American tumuli, These
present, ag will be observed, in their general arrangement,
:striking resemblances to.many of the earth-works of North
America. : ' o

-~ Cats CC and DD, are views of monumental title memorials
48 seen in Illinois, Iowa, and Wisconsin, They Lave been
‘particularly described in Chapter XIII.
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CHAPTER XXVIIL
THE EARTH-WORKS OF OHIO. T

HE number, variety, and vast extent of the earth-works-
fonnd within the state of Ohio, arrest the attention of

every thoughtfal observer, and have long been regarded with
especial interest by all American antiquarians. Yet it is sur-
prising how few there are, of all the thousands who now dwell
on the wide plains or fertile highlands of a region so rich in
the relics of the ancient v&o,rld,m*.i;go regard these mighty labors
of the mound-builder otherwise than with cold indifference, or
at best with bLlind, yet unquestioning wonder. :

In Europe, it would not be thus. Were mounds and em-
bankments like those which crowd the Olio valley, to be dis-
covered in England, or on any part of the continent,ythe
discovery would at once call an army of diligent investigators
into the-field. Hundreds of untxquanans and alchaeologlsts
would devote their time and ener gies to the elucidation of the
origin, design, and history of woxks of so remarkable a charac-
ter; and it is probable that the spirit of inquiry would cross
the Atlantic, and induce American scholars to lend to the
-antiquities of another country, that degree of earnest atten- _
tion whicli it has hitherto been so dxﬂicult generally to. awaken'
in them for the antiquities of their own. :

The extensive earth-works which are scattered alonn' fhe im-
mediate valley of the Scioto river have elicited moreattention,
.among modern inquirers, than most others of similar character. -
~Thr0ugh the exertions of Doctor Davis, of Chillicothe, Ohie,"
aided by the funds of the Smithsonian Institution, well-executed
diagrams of these works have been given to the world. Buta
more extended and critical investigation is yet desirable, com-
prehending a much larger area. This wonld lead us to move
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satisfactory conclusions respecting the original design and use
of these works, and perhaps assist us in accounting.for their
peculiar arrangement, and the variety of materials employed
- in their construction. Most of the sirveys heretofore made
have been of detached groups, or isolated single works; these
have served rather to exhibit some. peculiarities of structure,
or complicated arrangement of the several parts,-than to lead
to any general knowledge of their primitive use, or to explain
the relations which the several groups bear to each other, or
“to the whole system of . works of which they constitute the

parts.

The dlscovery of numerous points of resemblance or of
identity, in the arrangement and form of earth-works, in’
groups remote from each other, scattered over an extensive
territory, aids to determine their common nationality, so far
as respects the region over which such observation extends.

That these works were not all-constructed for-one purpose,
or with one design, is evident from the variety of materials.
-employed, the diversity of stratification, and from the numer-
ous and dissimilar combinations into which the same forms of
single mounds ‘are found to enter in groups adjacent and re-
‘mote ;-and this conclusion i further established by the dis-
-covery of extensive ranges of mounds, extending sometimes in
direct and continuous lines for several hundreds of miles, con-
‘sisting of small triincated mounds; occasionally varied by ef
figies, or works of singular form and arrangement.

" These small mounds, destitute of stratification and of all
‘traces of primitive deposite, and tuniversally constructed of
earth similar to that which immediately surrounds them, in-
dicate unity of design in the lineal ranges in which they are
“disposed. - And there is little doubt that these ranges were
-constructed as division lines, or land-marks between adjacerit
‘territories, kingdoms, or tribes. This is evident, not only
from the vist extent of territory which these lines include,
but from the character of the symbols or effigies which are
always found at points where the principal lmes ‘intersect
each other, or are joined by lines dlvewmg laterally, as:seen
‘in Towa, Wxsconsxn, and Circleville, in Ohto.
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The distance between the seyeral mounds composing these
lineal ranges accounts in some measure for the fact that their
mutual relation had hitherto remained unobserved until, in
the month of May, 1842, the traditions of De-coo-dah first
drew my attention to the subject.

After having, in company with De-coo-dah, traced several
extensive lines of mounds, through Wisconsin and Iowa, in
the fall of 1849, I visited Circleville, in Ohio, with the design
of testing the truth of tradition 1espectmg the union of lineal
ranges at that point. The rapid increase of population, and
the inroads made by cultivation having already occasioned
the destruction of many of the smaller earth-works in the-vi-
cinity and in the surrounding regions, rendered certain iden-
tification of the works of that place extremely difficult. But
the junction of the Great Miami river having been tradition-
ally named as the western terminus of one of the diverging
ranges, we assumed a geographical line between that point
and Circleville, and soon succeeded in discovering a well-de-
fined mound about two miles north of Paint creek, in Fayette
county; proceeding on a due west line to a small stream
called the Rattle-Snake, and discovering no works on the line
traced, we examined the vicinity for several miles south, on
both sides that stream. About one mile and a half south of

.our line, we discovered a work resembling in form a lineal

mound, but of larger dimensions than the one previously ex-
amined. We, therefore, resolved, before making any exca-
vation, to examine the region north of the line; and we sue-
ceeded in discovering, about three miles north on the east
side of-the stream, a mound of the size of the éne observed at
Paint creek. We made an excavation in it, and found it to cor-
respond in construction with lineal mounds in general. We

_proceeded west, to the head waters of the east fork of Todd’s -
“Fork of the thtle.Mnamx where we discovered the third

“work of the range, in a cultivated field about one half of a

mile southeast of Wilmington, Clinton- county; thence we

proeeeded west to the junction of Todd’s Fork with the Mi-

ami, about ene and a half miles north of which, on the west

sxde of that river, we found the fourth work. We then, with
- - 18

.
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the assistance of a pockebcompass, retraced the line, and be-
came fully convinced that it was, in fact, a lineal range. We
returned to Circleville, and about seven miles east of that
place, we found a well-defined lineal monnd. Then tracing
a line two degrees south of east, in about five miles, we dis-
covered a second, and a third about seven miles farther on,
following the same course. 'We then retraced our steps, and
were convinced that this too was a lineal range. A
- Having become fully satisfied as to the concentration of
lineal ranges at or near this point, and in the belief that fu-
“ture investigations will abundantly substantiate the correct-
ness of m§ conclusions, I proceed to lay before my readers
some diagrams.of the more local works of that valley — plans
_of which I had previously exhibited to De-coo-dah. For a
more extended notice of the antiquities of the immediate val-
ley of the Scioto, I refer my readers to the first volume of the
published contributions of the Smithsonian Institutien. 3
Cut U, fig. 2, is the copy of a sketch drawn on the ice by
De-coo-dal, and by him represented to be the plan of a royal
cemetery formerly to be seen on the east side of the Scioto
river, north of Circleville. I suppose that this has been par-
tially, if not entirely destroyed, in the progress of cultivation.
This work is traditionally repxesented to have been designed,
when complete, to receive in deposite the remains of eight
kings ; but it was abandoned when yet unfinished.
. The outlines of the main work, as seen in the drawing,
present the exact form of the great cross seen at the intersec-
tion of four lineal ranges in Wisconsin. The latter, however,
is not accompanied by the smaller works which are seen ap-
pended in the cut. These are represented to have contained
the remains of eight prophets, presented in the order of their
burial (in the unbroken union of monumental points), as de-
scended in one common genealoo'lcal line, through successive
generatlons :
. Fig. 1, Cut U, represents a remarkable effigy found near
Glanwlle, Llckmg county, Ohio. This work is situated on a
prominent point of -the highland, commanding an extensive’
view of the surrounding. country. Various names have been

T
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assigned to it, such as the lizard, the alhgator, the - baboon, ,

&e. We leave it to the conjectures of our readers, assurmg

them that a faithful delineation of the figure is given in the

cut. There is a small pile of stone near the work, which

some suppose to be an appendage to it; but my excavations

having shown me that the interior structure of the effigy it-

gelf is of stone, I supposed the small mound to have been

formed of surplus materials provided for the constructxon of
* the larger work.

‘The entire length of the effigy, fo]lowmnr the curve of the
tail, is one hundred and forty-nine feet. The legs are each
about thirty six-feet in length. The breadth of the body is
about forty feet, and its greatest altitude six feet two inches,
sinking at some points to two and a half feet, and_near the
centre and end of the tail it is even less. :

This is the only effigy of the ninety-two I hdave examined
by excavation in the Mississippi valley, that presents an in-

_ terior structure of stone works bearing marks of order in its ar-

rangement. There is an effigy in Towa, near the upper sources

of Turkey river, and in the immediate wclmty of an abundant

supply of stones, which resembles this in its general out-

line ; and another, on the second terrace of the Wapsapxmca,

not very remote from stone; but neither of these works pre-
sents any stonework in any part of their construction.

Fig. 3, Cut U, is a view of a serpentine effigy seen near the
three fmks of Brush "creek, near the north line of Adams
county, Ohio. This effigy is well-delineated in the cut; its
entire length, tracing the centre and following the curve of
the coil of the tail, is one thousand and four feet; in the cen-
tre of the body it is nearly thirty feet in width at the base,
and about five in perpendicular height,gradually narrowing

and sinking toward ‘either end of the work, being lowest at

the imaginary tail. Works of similar character frequently
occur in Jowa and Nebraska. - .

. One of the most singular features in the appearance of this
work, is the peculiar form of the work appended to the head,

traditionally said -to represent the body of the tortoise. The -

serpentine effigies that abound in Towa, Wisconsin, and Ne-
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braska, whether constructed of solid earth-work, or portrayed
in the arrangement of truncated mounds, are universally ac- -
compamed by one or more of these elongated oval works ;
and wherever they appear in solid earthrwork, this figure is
appended to the head or at the larger end. Now hexe in
Ohio, at a point not less than seven hundred miles distant
from any known work of the kind, this singular feature is
faithfully preserved. - I first visited this work in the year
1832, and revisited it in 1849, with a view of satisfying my
curiosity in regard to this feature which was represented by
De-coo-dah as an inseparable appendage; he stated that this -
union of symbols originated in the fact that both were insep- ..
arably associated as objects of worship, and that works of this .
kind were always constructed in bigh places where sacrifices .-
were offered. '
And this representation is abundantly verified here, not
only in the remaining impression of intense heat on the stones
that lie adjacent to the work, but also in similar impressions
apparent on the surface of the interior structure. In conver-'
sation with De-coo-dah relative to this fact, he observed that
when the worshippers of reptiles weie reduced by the for-
tunes of war,’and compelled to recognise the sun, moon, and
Ireavenly bodies as the only objects worthy of adoration, they
secretly entombed their gods in the earth-work symbols:
which represented the hcavenly bodies; and that those
earthen symbols were arranged in the relative position of

those selected in the heavens; and that the selection of deities

was granted to all, and that when a sufficient number united
in choice of the same stars, they constructed their symbols’in -
conformity with that choice. And he then remarked, that he
supposed that a large number fled before their conquerors,
. L
and established themselves for awhile in-that remote region,
where they were permitted to-indulge in:the use of their fa-

_ vorite symbols; but upon the advance of their enemies, when

the hope of retaining their favorite form of worship could no
longer be indulged, they buried their gods and fled, leaving
many behind who buried theif deities, and were thus enabled
secretly to worship them in the midst of their conquerors. .
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CHAPTER XXIX.
THE EARTH-WORKS OF OHIO (CONTINUED).
RULING PROPHET’'S RESIDENT CIRCLE.

HIS work is situated in Ross county, Obhio, and is near
the Scioto river, four miles distant from Chillicothe. " A
plan of it is given in Cut T. The main body of the work is
composed of a circle and a square. The perpendicular alti-
- tude of the embankment forming the square, in 1840, was
A twelve feet, with a base dxametpr of forty feet, enclosing an
area of twenty acres. ‘The perpendicular altxtude of the em-
bankment that forms the great circle, was six feet, with a base
diameter of thirty, and enclosing-an area of little less than
twenty acres. There are five small circles in the vicinity of

. the main work, varying in diameter from two hundred and
fifty to sixty feet; these are similar in form, with the excep-
tion of one that presents, at its entrance, &n elongation or
inner extension of.wall. ;

Adjacent to one of the small circles, we find a twin ot
double circle, with an adjacent conical mound. There is also
a small cirele attached to one of the long walls, presenting a
rare and singular arrangement. The two long walls running
parallel with each other and communicating with the water,
are four feet high, two thousand féet long, with a base of thir-
teen feet, and distant from each other fifty feet.

In presenting the outlines of this work to De-coo- -dah, he
remarked, that the great circle enclosed the residence of a
ruhno' prophet who first resided in the lalger of the small
cn'cles adjacent to the twin circles; and that, during the erec-
tion of the great circle, his wife presented him with twin sons
in honorable commemoration of which he ordered the erec-
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tion of the twin circles, to which he appended as nursery
circle, the old residential; that in after time he attached a
residential circle to the festn al square, for diis first born, that
he might aid him in the government of the people. e also
erected a circle for the second born, to which he appended
the seal of succession, set in the inner curves of lis circle.
And to the one of long walls of secret seclusion, he appended
ihe sacred circle of prophetical widowhood, in lonor of the
mother of the twins.

L

HOLY CITY.

This stupendous earth-work (shown in Cut Z, fig. 8) is tra==" =
ditionally represented to have been the encircling safegnard,
or rampart of a holy ¢ity. This, like the former, is s1tnated o

" in Ross county ; but it enc]oses a much larger area, and is of -
more complicated form. ‘,

The large circle is thirty-five hundred feet in diameter,
with e]even exterior openings; and the small circle exght
hundred feet in diameter communicating with the large
circle, but having no exterior entrance.

The whole work, as will be perceived, comprises two circles,

a semicircle, and a square. Within the semicircle there is an

embankment resembling, in outline, a crescent, or a new moon ;
and there is a sacrificial altar appended to a national mound

within the laroer circular enclosure, and between it and the
square.

The smaller circle is traditionally 1epresented to have sur-
rounded the secluded residence of the ruling prophet. The
larger circle enclosed holy or consecrated ground, where daily
intercourse was had with the prophets; and it was occupied
by such as bore rule, and were highly favored by the people.

The square appended to a circle wds universally set apart
as a place of public resort, where all might join in feasting
and merry-making.
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CELESTIAL CITY. *

The earth-work to which we have given this name is also
sitnated in Ross county, near Paint creek. It is somewhat
smaller than the work last describéd, but so nearly resembles
it in general outline and arrangement, that I have deemed it
unnecessary to present a separate diagram.

- _.The square is twelve hundred feet in diameter. The ob-
long octagonal enclosme, which in this work is substituted for
the larger circle,is twelve by eighteen hundred feet in di-
amefer. The small circle appended to the .octagon is six
hundred feet in diameter. o

. It is worthy of remark, that many of the. squares in these :

earth-works contain equal areas, which favors the conclusion
that they were designed for the same use. -

The elongated, partially octagonal enclosure, is traditionally
represented to have been dedlcated to the stars ; and we per-
ceive the representation of the two clusters, or groups of
stars, in its vicinity, one of which extends within the circle,
and terminates mear the altar. The outer stars were dedi-
cated to the use of such as were not allowed to enter the

circle, and were regarded as the 1epresentatwes of mfemor‘

deities.

Within the octavonal part of the circle, I find the residen-
tial circle of the senior prophet Those residentials are never
found enclosed by large circles, but are frequently surrounded
by sacred octagons, where senior prophets (whose residential
required a true circle) rule.

The small circle attached to the octagon and semicircle
seems to sancnon the WOI‘shlp of the moon, as well as the
stars.

FESTIVAL CIRCLES.

Another work, in Ross county, presents in outline two
cncles, a semxcxrcle and square, differing from the holy city
in the manner in which the circles are connected together.

The two circles adjacent to each other are sepamted by an
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unbroken enbankment. While they thus remain unconnected
with each other, they are yet both connected with the square,
They have neither altal, residential circle, nor ensign of roy-
alty, enclosed.’

This auancrement is traditionally replesented to be exclu-
sively festlval, the larger circle dedicated to feasts of the
sun, the smaller to the moon, the semicircle to the stars, and
.the square to ordinary festivities. :

The walls enclose an area of about twenty-seven acres.
They are much defaced Dy the ravages of time ; their plesent
perpendicular altitude being about six feet.
~ There are many smaller works near by, and several larger
ones in the neighborhood. That which seems to have at-
tracted most attention, is denominated mound city by the
surrounding inhabitants; many curiosities. have been ob-
tained from it, with specimens of sculpture of a higher order
than is often executed by savage nations.

- 'Within this octagonal enclosure we find an elongated sacri-
ficial altar, surrounded by representations of the seven stars.
This indicates high reverence for that group.

In the vicinity we find a prophets’ residential circle, a fu-
neral circle, four conical residentials, and six burial mounds,'
three of which are engrouped.

The sun, the moon, and the stars, with the ancient Ameri-

© can, were all objects of adoration ; and all had their temples

and altars, of divers forms, and various dimensions. .

Thus arranged, they presented to view by day the represen-
tations of those deified luminaries, as the objects of universal

- adoration ; and they were made the receptacle of holy relics,
_many specimens of which have been procured from them by
excavation. It is to be regretted that the reckless hand of the
curious antiquarian had not been stayed before such havoc
was made in this once beautiful group.

This work is in the vicinity of Chillicothe. It is enclosed
by & wall, now much defaced. The area enclosed is neither
round nor square, but partakes of both forms, and contains
about thirteen acres, with an east and west entrance ; and it
surrounds twenty-three earth-works, that are traditionally de-
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" nominated the tombs of the gods (with. the exception of one

elongated ‘sacrificial work); the remainder of the enclosed
WOlks being truncated or conical mounds.

v

ROYAL UNION CITY.

This large and\,-interesting monument of antiquity is also
situated on the north fork of Paint creek, a tributary of the.

Scioto. It encloses an area of one hundred and twenty-seven
acres, its general outline being that of a parallelogram in con-
nection with a sqnare.

% There,” said De-coo-dah, pomtmg to the semxcu'cle work,

enclosed Wlthlﬂ the great parallelogram, ¢ on the summit of
tlnge great embanl\ments dwelt-in state three Tuling mon-
archs. The four smaller mounds enclosed within the crescent
stand as birth memorials of thelr male issue.

“Two of these sovereigns-offered sacrifice to the stars on

the altars in the southeastern corner of the parallelogram,
while the other sacrificed to the moon, in the vicinity of the
prophets’ residential circle. - This prophet, being one of the

“most holy known in the order of prophets who ofﬁmated in.

the offering of sacrifice alone, was permitted to dwell upon a
royal mound within the sacred circle. ‘

“The entrance to the parallelogram adjacent to the sacred
circle, being consecrated to the use of prophets only, is also

- guarded by a sacrificial altar. The nine mounds in the vi-.

cinity of the semicircle were located with reference to the rel-
ative position in the heavens that the deified stars bear to the
meridian moon ; they are composed of and contain the ashes
of the offerings made to those deified luminaries. The mound

* located without the walls, near the junction of the square
with the parallelogram was formed from the grosser parts of

such offerings.”

The festival square is of ordinary dimension, and much im-

paired by the ravages of time. The large clnster of burial
mounds in the vicinity, is indicative of a numerous popula-

tion. The crescent work, enclosed. within the parallelogram,.

enclosing the three residentials and four memorials, differs

114
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from other crescent works by the addition of an unbroken
wall running across, and connecting ‘the two horns or points
of the crescent, thereby enclosing the area within, with an
entrance near the centre of the semi-circular wall. The-area
enclosed within the majn wall of the parallelogram, is twenty-
eight by eighteen hundred feet in diameter.

- This’ great work, being in a very broken ‘and dilapidated
condition, and my survey of the premises being a partial
one, I refer the reader to the plan given by Dr. Davis and
M. Squiers, in their published contribution to the Smlthso- ’
nian Institution. .

PROPHET’S METROPOLIS.

| - This work is situated near Newark, Licking county, Ohio,
A and occupies an-area of nearly two miles square. Its arrange-
ment will be comprehended by reference to the diagram given
in Cut Y. . It consists of three pnncxpanlv:sxons, connected
by par allel walls and smaller works. The parallel walls and
detached portions of the works generally, as well as the small
1 circles, are very sllght rarely exceedmg four feet in height;
i but the embankments of the principal or regular portions of
o the work, are much heavier. Those d¢f the larger circular
E . work, are generally about twelve feet high, and fifty feet in
: thxaness at the base, enclosmo an interior ditch seven feet
deep by thirty wide. :

At the gateway or entrance of this large circle, however,
the walls are much higher than at any other point, being not
less than sixteen feet in perpendicular altitude, with a dxtch
L _ of thirteen feet in depth, giving, from the bottom of the ditch-
I to the top of the embankment an actual height of thirty feet
v at this time. What a towering wall must thxs once have been!
i The walls of the lesser cixcle are in'general about six feet
high, and are without a ditch. The walls of the octagonal
enclosure, as well as of the square, are about five and a half
feet high, and these, too, are without dxtches either mteuor
or exterior.

- The larger circular structure is one of the best-preserved
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>

‘and most imposing in the state ; there are many which enclose
larger areas, but none whose outlines are more clearly defined.
At the entrance, the walls curve outward one hundred feet,
leaving a passage eighty feet wide between the deep dxtches
on eithér side.

In entering this ancient avenue for the first tinme, the visiter
can not fail to experience a sensation of awe, such as he might
feel'in passing the portals of -an Egyptian temple

The area of this circle is something over thirty acres. It

is perfectly level, and thickly clad with the timber-trees com--

mon to the surrounding forest. In the centre of the circle,
_there is a large embankment or rather a union of four mounds,
forming an.unbroken outline. ‘

About one hundred feet distant from these, there is a curved
embankment, of slight elevation, about two bundred feet in
length, presenting the outfine of a new-moon or crescent.
There is also another lunar circle connectmg the octagonal en-

closure. with a residential circle, which is also appended to

one of the secret avenues leading to the unfinished octagon.

- The circle appended to the octagon, and the festival square,
each enclose an area of twenty acres ; the octagonal enclosure
containg fifty acres. The most extensive avenue measures six

thousand feet in length, and the other four thousand five hun-- .

dred feet. The great circleis dxstant from the festival square
one thousand two hundred feet, while the unfinished octagon,
ewdently designed, when ﬁmshed to enclose a heavenly
cluster, is exght hundred feet. v

Thls entire work is traditionally represented to have been a
prophet’s metropolis, or holy seminary of priests or prophets,
with its holy circles, festival square, secluded walks private
~avenues, sacred, 1es1dent1als, heavenly clustexs and funeral-
piles.

The five residential circles were the permanent abodes of
the senior fathers, who were appointed by the people to. ira-
part instruction to the junior prophets. Thege latter inhabit-
ed, in common, the pyramidal mounds within the octagon,
To the octagon is appended a holy festival circle, known as

‘such by its peculiar manner of constructxon bemo' formed
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with two avenues, the one from without, and the other com-
municating with the octagon. Upon the pyramidal altar,
adjacent to the cluster of symbols of deities, was consumed
the evening sacrifice offered at the appearance of each new-
moon.

SACRIFICIAL TEMPLE (UNFINISHED).

Fourteen miles from Chillicothe, on a beautiful terrace of
Paint creek, is an earth-work, traditionally. represented as an
unfinished temple of sacrifice. It consists of two circles and
a square. The larger circle smrrounds an area of twenty-seven

“acres, and has a diameter of three thousand five hundred feet.

The wall is much impaired by the ravages of time, its greatest

perpendicular altitude not exceeding four feet, while the thick- .

ness of the embankment at the base, at various points, is over
forty feet. The small circle is more perfect, it has a diameter
of three hundred feet. The square is one thousand two hun-
dred feet in diameter, and in a better state of preservation.
“Comparison with similar works in other places, show thxs to

be in an unfinished condition.

This region abounds with earth-works of this descnptnon,
more than any other explored in North America. This seems
‘to indicate the former presence, at this point, of a very dense
population. Works of this class are too numerous, and too
nearly adjacent to each other, to admit of the supposition that
they were constructed as fortifications, or for military pur-
poses, even were it not that many of them occupy localities

whol]y inappropriate to such a design.

UNFINISHED SANCIUARY.

This work, also situated in Ross county; presents an un-
finished appearance within. The embankments, however,
appear to have been complete, and only differ from many
others in having no common- entrance except by way of the
square.

This may be classed with sacred circles, but as to its special
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use we have no tradition. We regard it, in connection with
others, as designed, when completed, for a secluded sanctuary,
being formed of two circles and a square, of similar dimen-
sions with those works traditionally represented as such, with
interior works corresponding; so far as they appear.

FORT ANCIENT.

Notwithstanding this great work hags already been described
at some length in the preceding pages, it would hardly be
deemed proper to pass it without notice in our present enu-
meration of the more remarkable earth-works of Ohio.

Fort Ancient occupies a high bluff on the eastern shore of
the Little Miami river, in Warren county, Ohio. It has an
elevation of about two hundred feet above the level of the
streams which partially surround it. (See Cut V.) *

The earthen wall which encloses it, exposed as it has been
for many ages to the wear of time and the action of the el~-
ments, yet retains a perpendicular height of from eight to
eighteen feet, with a base of about ﬁfty feet.

It: is neaxly surrotinded by precipitous ravines, but on the

~eastern side, a narrow terrace connects it with an undulating

plain which gradnally widens as it recedes eastward.

The area enclosed within this wall or embankment is found,
on a critical survey, to be about one hundred acres. It is
thickly covered with trees, the appearance of which differs
little from those of the surrounding forest. If, then, the area
" enclosed was once clear of trees,and the residence of man—

a fact which there seems little reason to doubt —the surround- -

ing country may have becn equally free and clear, and have
been inhabited by a numerous and dense population.

‘We have already expressed our conviction of the error of
those who suppose these enclosures to have been constructed
by the ancestors of the present race of Indians. The natural
indolence of the Indian and his averseness to any kind of
manual labor are well known. But these works bear testi-
mony to a degree of enterprise and of patient industry, that
would bring no discredit to any race or nation known to history.
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Some have imagined this work to have been .designed to
| represent, by its outline, the general form of the continent
- of North and South America, to which it does indeed bear a
considerable resemblance, but there is little to render such a
conclusion probable. My old friend, De-coo-dah, on viewing
a drawing of this work, expressed an opinion that the southern
enclosure was constructed and occupied at a date long anterior
to the addition of the northern part. “For,” said he, “the
southern enclosure bears, at the place of entrance, the indica-
tions of having been originally complete in itself; and also
testifies, by the presence of the two conical mounds, on either
side of the entrance, to a change subsequently made in the
original work.” These mounds were probably formed from
the earth which had formerly rested above the primitive gate-
way : for the traditions of De-coo-dah represent the entrance -
or gateway to have been originally constructed by setting up
timbers endwise, inclining together at the top, so as to form a
narrow triangunlar opening, through which men could easily
pass, but so small as to completely exclude beasts of huge
stature, such as are supposed to have roamed the suuoundmo
country in the days of the mound-builders. De-coo-dah added
that these walls were constructed by the successive labors of
a long line of kings or rulers, whose pride of dominion led
them to enlarge and extend the original work. -

There are at this time twenty-five breaches or openings in
the wall of the southern enclosure. These are supposed by -
some to have been designed for gates or passways; by others,
to have been the sites of block-houses, or places for lookout or
of defence. But-it appears evident to us, as we have before
stated, that these openings have all been made by the ravages
of time, aided by the uprooting of trees which formerly grew
upon the embankment, the wash of water, and the trail of men
and Deasts. -

We suppose this embankment to have been, originally, not
less than-thirty feet in height. Even this estimate falls far
short of tradition; some portions of these walls are represent-
ed to have towered above the tops of the highest trees.

Tradition assigns to this remarkable work the name of the
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Moon Crry. As to the origin of this name, we can only ven-
ture a conjecture: the ancient Americans are traditionally
represented to have worshipped the moon, and, moreover, to
have regarded it as the elysinm or place of refuge for the de-
parted spirits of obedient females, where they might indulge
at their case the passion of curiosity, in a ceaseless journey

-about-the world. The lofty site of this ancient city, and the-

safety secured to its inmates, by its high embankments and
inaccessible position, may have suggested a comparison with
the moon. The moonlike or erescent-shaped work, in front of

the original entrance, strengthens the probability of this sup- .~

position. :

. The reader will discover, from an inspection of the -dia-
grams representing the general or prevailing configuration of
the great works in the Scioto valley, that but little affinity is
apparent in general outline between those of the Ohio valley
and those of the upper valley of the Mississippi; and yet there
are some striking coincidences which seem to indicate a com-
mon Ollo'lﬂ ’

In noxthern Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan, wé find the
triangle, the square, and the pentagon enclosed by the circle;
we also have the crescent, the serpent, and a multitude of gi-
gantic effigies. In the valley of the Ohio, we have the cres-
cent, the serpent and other effigies, isolated and in miniature,
as seen in Cut Z, fig. 2. This work, so clearly delineated in
the diagram that htelal description would be superfludus,
51tuated on the west bank of the Scioto river, about five mll(.s
from Portsmouth, Ohio. It not only conesponds in configura-
tion with effigies comimnon in Wisconsin, but it also contains

deposites of mica, an article which is always discovered in .

the traditional cemeteries of the prophets. In Cut Z, fig. 1
we have the square entlosure in connection with the circle,
presenting, in the area enclosed, the forms of the circle,
square, and the crescent, separate, yet in conjunction or rela-
tive combination, as seen in the cut. This work appears in
"Pike county, Obio, on a second terrace of the Scioto, and only

~ varies from the enclosed triangles of Wisconsin and Min-
nesota, in the shape of the area enclosed.
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i CHAPTER XXX.
| |
: EGYPTIAN SANCTUARY.

5 IN a cavern situated about twenty miles bélow the junction
jil of the Wabash river with the Ohio (in the state of Indi-
L . ana), are found some very remarkable relics of ancient art, in
the paintings and sculpture which cover large portions of the
smooth walls of the interior. This cavern is commonly known
as the Robbers’ Cave, from having once been made a place
of resort by a band of marauders, who, in the time of the
?ﬁf " . early navigation of the Ohio, used to plunder the boats pas-
i sing to New-Orleans, and oftentimes murdering their crews.
] The length of the cavern is about two hundred feet, and its
4,;' breadth eighty. At its farthest extremity a well-like passage
! extends upward to the height of fourteen feet, and gives en-
trance to a dark and gloomy recess or chamber, sitnated di-
Tectly above the main cavern, while the mountain still towers
1 far above all. (See cut GG.)

The floor is nearlylével at the centre, through the entire

4

3 lIength of the cavern, rising at either side by regular grada-
4 tions, g0 as to form rude seats sufficient to accommodate a
i numerous assembly. .

A large portion of the side-walls being smooth and even,
are covered, as we have already stated, with singdtar paint-
ings and figures cut in the rock; these are grouped in clus-
ters and sections, the arrangement of which exhibit evident
marks of design. These paintings are much defaced, and
some of them are almost wholly obliterated. But those which
yet remain, can ot fail to be regarded as highly interesting
and mlportant relics of antiquity. Some of these are depxcted
in"Cut W, where will be observed the fg gure of the sun, cut
in the rocL and paintings of the moon in various phases, and

PR




T ey e

Cut N.

ul
=[o])=

Scale, 200 feet to the inch,
!

CEMETERIES OF WISCONSIN.

.

ingad

a8 \\\f.\\ R
QRN

B g

\\\\\\‘\‘)\1: il

Scale, 135 feet to the inch.

Y ACRIFICIAL PENTAGOXN,




»v




EARTHEN WALLS OF OHIO. 265

stages of increase and declension; the serpent, in the form
of an orb, or as if swallowing its tail; the viper, with dis-
tended jaws, in attitude of.attack upon the scorpion, the
tongueless crocodile, the double-headed serpent, and the seven
stars, On the opposite wall is presented the figure of a huge
monster of the same description as that seen in tumular ef-
figy on the plains of Muscoda, in Wisconsin, together with a
smaller but yet more remarkable animal of a species wholly
unknown. Itis represented-as conveying food with one of
its paws or feet, to its mouth, which appears to be placed in
the centre of its body.

‘There are many other drawings upon the walls less cleally
defined, resembling the buzzard, eagle, owl, quail, &c.,together
with tropical and other animals. There are also several figures
of men and women distinctly traced, clad in ancient costumes.
There are emht of the figures much defaced, however, that
appear in Cut 0, fig. 1, aud three resemblmg those of fig 2;
we remark that those forms appear of earth in great perfection
. onthée plains of the English prairie in the vicinityof Muscoda,
and at other points in Wisconsin in comparative miniature in
connection with those presented at figs. 3 and 4.

EARTHEN WALLS OF OHIO.

The fall extent of the lines of earthen walls or embank-
ments that have been thrown up by the mound-builders in
the great valley of the Mississippi, apparently designed for
covered pass-ways, will probably never be fully ascertained,

in consequence of the passed and progressing” demolition of -

them. The remaining relics, however, thit inay be traced in
the Ohio valley alone, indicate enterprise and energy among
the mound-builders that would compare favorably with the
present advancement of internal improvement, and show a
national character for energy unknown in the annals of savage
nations. The extent of this class of works alone forbids the
idea of Indian origin. Near the confluence of the Scioto and
Ohio rivers, we have twenty-one miles of embankment of
this deqcuptxon twenty feet wide, and from three to six in
altitude, connecting various works scattered along the Ohio




266 ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES.

!

river, and embracing a section of about eightf miles. The
main body of the work is presented in the appended plate.

!

PORTSMOUTH WORES, OHIO. |

*ROIUNL O B[R0S

Exrranation.—AA, Walls.af Earth; B, Highlah—r}‘; CC, Wells; D, Alexandria;

E, Portsmouth; mmm, Mounds.

Works similar to these are found in great numbers through-
out the Mississippi valley, and in the valleys of the Scioto
and Miamis there are many of them, evidently disconnected
and yet contignous to each other; some connecting . en-

closures, some leading to watering-places, and others isolated

and unconnected with other works, extending many miles,
and running on parallel lines. There is also a single line of
embankment running in a northeast direction from =a point
near the Scioto toward Lake Erie, that may be clearly traced
seventeen miles in length, unbroken except by water-courses,

e

yet in many places almost obliterated by the uprooting of

large timber that formerly grew on the work. ¥The most per-
fect- remains present-an altitude of from four to five feet with
a general base of about twenty-five. Three hundred and six
miles of-this_arder of earth-work, in the state of Ohio alone,
may yet be clearly traced, and yet this order of form and ar-
rangement embraces but a small portion of the earthen re-
mains of antiquity in that state. It is also-worthy of remark
that the magnitude of area enclosed is not always a correct
index of the amount of labor expended in the work. In High-
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land county, Ohio, there is a work, with little less than one

mile and five eighths of heavy embankment, enclosmg a frac-

tion less than forty acres of land, and Fort Ancient, in Warren

county, Ohio, bas a fraction over four miles of heavy embank-
merit, enclosing only one hundred acres.” The entire group :
of enclosures at the mouth of the Scioto, with more than twenty . '
miles of embankment, encloses less than two hundred acres.

.GREAT MOUND OF MIAMISBURG.

Eﬁ!ﬂ!ﬂr
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This grand colossal earthen structure is sitnated in the vi-
cinity of Miamisburg, Montgomery county, Ohio, and is sixty-
eight feet in perpendicular altitude, and about eight hundred
and fifty in base circumference, containing three hundred and
eleven thousand, three hundred and fifty-three cubic Teet of -
earth. Mounds of this form abound throughout this valley,
and are of all sizes and dimensions, towering upwald from the
— mole-hill to the miniature mountain. At the junction of .
~~Grave creek with the Ohio, in Virginia, we find another,

séventy feet high, with a base circumference of more than a

thousand feet. At Cahokia, in Illinois, there is another, tower-

ing to the height of ninety feet, with a base circumference of
over two thousand feet, and a level top, with an area of more

“ than two acres. -

*Mounds of these extraordinary dlmenswns abound more in
the south, and with increased dimensions. Near Salvers-
town, Mississippi, there is one that occupies: an area of six
acres; but in the upper valley of the Mississippi, from the

¢
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junction of the Ohio river north, a base diameter of from
twenty to ninety feet, and an altitude of from three to thirty
is most common.

And yet there are many groups in the north arranged in
circles, squares, triangles, and lines, together with others that
present no apparent regular order of arrangement that would
require for their construction the labor of a thousand men many
months, aided with all the modern improvements in mechani-
cal implements in their construction. Others are seen isola-
ted and alone, occupying summit heights of ]arge dimensions,
formed of earth in strata, ev1dent1y obtamed in different and
distant localities. A splendid view of many of the last de-
scribed may be bad from’the heights of the hills west of the
town of Dubuque, in Iowa,koccup_y ing the points of lofty spurs
that grace the eastern shore of the MlSSlSSlppl. They seem

_to have been designed -to give an artificial finish to a most
beautiful and romantic natural scenmery. Indeed, some of
* those works are of such colossal proportions, that many per-

sons hesitate at first view to ascribe them to the hand of man.
But they are -uniforinly placed in such reference to the ad-
Jacem: and smroundmv hills, and their confirmation is so
unique and similar, tbat few observers hesitate long in referring
them to the hand of art.

ANCIENT WORKS ON PAINT CREEK.

ExpLANATION.—A, an enclostre, econtaining seventy-seven acres ; B, do., eighty-
four acres; C, do., one hundred and thirty-six acres; D, wells in Paint creek;
E, an area of t-wenty-seven acres; F, do., twenty-seven acres; a, a, wells; m, m,
truncated mounds.

This plate exhibits a section of nearly five miles of Paint
creck, a tributary of the Scioto river. Within this limit are
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embraced three extensive works, designated by letters A, B,
and C. These works combined, present npward of six miles
of heavy embankment,and enclose areas of from twenty-seven
“to one hundred and fmty acres each. The work marked B,
is about fourteen miled distant from Chillicothe, and is a well-
preserved structure. The gateways, or places of entrance, are
“ wider than those penerally seen in similar structures. This

form or arrangement of earthen-wall, is'seen at three other .

points in this valley, but none are so well preserved as this
onc. There are several elliptical elevations in the vicinity,
and a well-portrayed crescent work, resembling those found in
Wisconsin and northern Illinois. ‘

The work marked A, is situated -2 few .miles_ nearer to
Chillicothe, and on the opposite side of Paint creek. This --

work presents an uncommon feature. It occupies two terraces,
the square being phced on the second, while the main body

- of the work occupies the third terrace of the creek. Within .

the larger work, near the centre, there is a large elhptlcal
mound, the largest elliptical work in this valley ; its length is
two hundred and forty feet ; base width, sixty ; height, thirty.
The interior is composed of earth résembling the sub-soil in
the vicinity, but the surface, covering to the depth of eighteen
" inches, was evidently obtamed flom some water.course, as it
is“-gomp_psed of sandy clay, loam, water-washed pebla.les and
stonss of warious small dimensions. This work is suu‘mmded
by a slight wall, or elevated work, that resembles the matri-
monial ring so frequently seeft in Wisconsin. DBut the inter-
mediate space between the ring and the raain body of the
work, is nearly filled with the w'tsh from the sides, and now
presents -the form of a low stage or flat terrace. There are
geveral large truncated, or comcal mounds, adjacent, that are
formed of clay, there are also several deep pits in the vicinity,
from which it is believed the earth was obtained for their con-
‘struction. Adjacent to the great circular work, or wall, is a
small circular wall, enclosing an area about two hundred and
fifty feet in diameter, with a flat circular mound in the centre,
the facsimile of the matrimonial circles that appear on the
waters of the Chippewa river, not less than seven hundred
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miles northwest from this point. This work will soon disap-
pear in the cultivation of the prémises. =There is also a cres-
cent work in the vicinity, formed of earth and stone that bear
the impress of fire; and many small mounds are in the
vicinity, appearing to retain no deposite whatever.

The work marked C, exhibits the form of a dllapldated
arrangement of stone- WorL, on the summit of¥g high hill,
overlooking a narrow valley, through which a small tributary
of Paint creek, denominated the Blaek run, flows, and where
other similar works appear. The body of this work pre-
sents an elliptical form, and the lines may yet be clearly
traced, notwithstanding much of the material bhas been re-
moved by the first settlers in the construction of chimneys
and buildings. The purpose of this strange work in the valley,
is cons1dered by many inexplicabler ~ The position occupud
together with the siall area enclosed; entirely preciudes the
idea of defensive origin, it being locabed in a narrow valley,
where the natural hills would command far greater advantages.
The material, however, seems to have been pxomiccuously
thrown together, and there is no evidence of any other arrange-
ment formerly than is now seen. There is, however, a featme
in connection with this work, that may afford an aid to con-
jecture: it is the singular construction of five walls, starting

within ten feet 6f the unblolxen line of the elliptical enclosme.

extending north about one hundred feet, slightly diverging, but
running in nearly parallel lines.. These walls are about ten
feet distant from each other,and twenty feet broad at the end
nearest the enclosure; they diminish, as they recede, to ten
feet at their extremity; but if extended one hundred and fitty
feet, the five walls would terminate in one connection, and
present in form the precise outline of the éarthen mound of
extinction that abounds far west; its Jocation on low land is
also a corresponding feature. Thxs work is totally unlike any
stone-works that are located on the highlands in the vicinity.

The great stone-work of Paint cr eek, two miles distant (letter
(), that overlooks this work, bears no resemblance to it what-
ever; both WOlks, however, may have originated with the
same people. - It is a reasonable presumptwn in view of the
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fact that neither possesses, in any of its parts, the regular
finish that is frequently seen in truncated, or conical stone-
works, occurring in similar localities in the surrounding regions.
Our own conclusion is, that these strange stone structures.
present to view nothing more than a large collection of mate-
rial, gathered together and conveniently arranged for’ the
structure of great works, that were from some cause per-
mitted to remain unfinished. Many earth-works, here and
elsewhere, present the same feature. The form of the work,
C, is well given in the cut. It conforms to the ground on
which it rests, the land falling off precipitously all around, ex-
cept at the north, where it connects with the receding-high
land. Its location is similar to that on which Fort-Ancient
appears. This huge mass of stone; colleéted at the cost of
much labor, presents no appearance of a completed artificial
wall, although the arrangement of the material favors such a
design. The area enclosed being about one hundred and forty
acres, and the material being very equally distributed in the
circuit, favors the idea that the construction of a wall was
anticipated. ,
‘ ANCIENT WORKS AT MARIETTA.

===

ExpranatioN.—Heavy black lines, a, ¢,'q, ¢, a, walls of earth; b, 2 mound; ¢,

a mound, thirty feet high; e, excavations; £, a terrace, eight feet high; g, a ter-

-race, nine feet high : %, the former bank of the river; black dots indicate trun-
cated. mounds.

This interesting group of ancient remains, briefly noticed in
“another part of this work, is situated on the second terrace of

i
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the Muskingum river, near its junction with the Ohio, on a
sandy plain, elevated about one hundred feet above the present
bed of the river, and is probably one of the first works that
arrested the attention of the early explorers of the Ohio valley.
It was noticed by Mr. Harte in his travels of 1791, and more

~minutely deseribed in Mr. Harris’s published tour in 1805,

Several surveys have since been made, with much care and .
critical accuracy at the time of their pmsecutxon. The con-
tinuous demolition of p01t10ns of the work, in the march of

civilization, has given rise to some small discrepancies in the

several delineations of the works in diagram, while the lead-

ing outlines have nevertheless been well preserved by all, and

attempted to be faithfully, given in the appended cut. This

plate is from an eprly survey of the premises made by Mr.
Harris, in 1804. The works consist of two irregular, but
somewhat similarly-formed squares, the larger enclosmo an
area of little less than fifty acres, while the smaller embxaces
about half that area. The town of Marietta being laid out
over them, the progress of improvement is annually reducing,
and a few more years wil{ probably entirely destroy the last
remains of this once magnificent work.  The walls of the
largest enclosure, where least interrupted, yet retain an alti-
tude of about six feet, with a base varying from twenty to
thirty feet; and it is worthy of remark, that the greater the
altitude, the more contracted is the base. * This general feature
in the wall, sustains the conclusion that a uniformity in height ~
once plevmled for it is evident that the wear of the wall by
the wash of rain, would increase the base. The same feature
is also seen in the smaller work, the walls of which, from
present indications, never were so massive as those of the
larger work. The similarity of form, in the general construe--
tion of these great works, presents the. feature noticed by De-
coo-dah in the enlargement of Fort Ancient. The apparent
appendages to the smaller work indicate a more thorough
Ainish, while the additional pyramidal works within the larger,
sustam the idea that the advancing pride of a prosperous
nation, was fostered in the enlargement of their national
fmtxess. They also present features of a striking character,

0 -
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showing the unfinished condition of the enlarged work, by the
absence of bastions at each place of entrance, -which appear

.in the order of arrangement in the smaller work.

That this larger work was of more recent structure than the
smaller, is not only evident from the unfinished condition of
interior appendages, but also from its singular configuration.
It is unlike any other enclosed structure in the Ohio valley,
and is entitled to classification with the improvements of the
era in which it was constructed.

The pyramidal structures, designated by f and’ ¢, within the
larger enclosure, are colossal woxl;s, and bear some resem-
blance to the pyramidal works of Central America. The
largest work (g), is an oblong square, one hundred and eighty
feet by one hundred and thirty, with a general altitude of ten

- feet. Midway, on each of its sides, are graded ways, tyventy-

five feet wide and sixty feet long, of gradual ascent, which
are the passage-ways to the top. The work aiked S, is

similar in-form, but of smaller dunensmns indicating an un-

finished condition in the absence of one gr aded way, it having

but three in all. There are two parallel ear then walls running

from the wall of the larger enclosure’toward the Muskingum"

six hundred and eighty feet, with a covered passage between
one hundred and fifty feet wide. LEvidence of a similar
passage at the southwest corner, is pelceptlb]e in lineal undu-
lations of the earth yet app'ucnt This is also am improve-
ment of which the smaller enclosure is destitute ; that having
but one embankment, which seems to have been designed as
a connecting link between the small circle and the square.
The relative arrangement and general form of the exterior
works being given in the plate 'md the many notices and- de-
seriptions which have been pubhshed heretofore, render an
elaborate description of this wprk superfiuous.

A short distance west of Chillicothe, on the north branch
of Paint creek, there are two énclosures connected with each:
other. The largest contains ah area of about one hundred
and ten acres, sunonnded by §m earthen wall, partly encom-

passed by a ditch twenty teet} wide. Wlthm this enclosure

there is a group of six conical mounds that are also surround-

—
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ed by a wall and ditch. These conical works seem to have
attracted the attention either of the first pioneers or French
occupants, or possibly of the Indian tribes of that region, and
were evidently used by them as cemeteries. They not only
contain many skeletons in different stages of decomposition,
but the earth of which they are composed gives evidence of

having been recently disturbed by the mlxtm'e of vegetable

mould, and by the lack of solidity,in the earth lying direcfly

above the deposites as compared with the earth elsewhere,

The small enclosure appended to the larger on the east side,
contains an area of about sfkteen acres, enclosed by a wall of
earth, with several p]aces of entrance, but with no sxgns of a
diteh or other appendages.

Near Somerset, in Perry county, Ohio, may yet be seen the
fragments of a wall, enclosing about forty acres, formed of
earth mingled with fragments of stone and rock promiscuously

“thrown together, sufficient in quantity to form a wall of five

or six feet in height, with a proportional base. The principal

" opening to this enclosure is protected by a rock of sufficient

size for that purpose. Near the centre of the enclosed area,
there is a large tguncated ga;ennd composeﬁ of earth contzun-

~ ing no apparent deposite.” Near the southern extremity of the

enclosure, there is a slight circular wall, resembling the matri-
monial rings heretofore described.

FORT HILL. __

~

4
Near the south line of Highland county, Obio, about-twelve
miles south of H]llsbomuvh is an isolated hill, unlike any in
the vicinity, its sides being steep and dlﬁieult of access, ex-
cept at its northern and southem angles, and its top level and
smooth, with an area of about fifty acres, densely covered

with heavy timber. This plot of land, with an elevation of °

about five hundred feet above the level of Brush creek that
washes its base,is surrounded by a ditch of considerable
‘depth, that has been partially filled by the wash and wear of
its own sides, and the decomposition of vegetable matter.
Along the exterior edge of this ditch, extending in an almost

’
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unbroken line around the summit of the hill, there yet re-
mains a huge. mass of stones that bear 1o maxks of mecham-
cal arrangement, but which were evxdently thrown promiscu-

ously towethel by the hands of man. Being partly covered

by a portion of the earth thrown from the ditch, and the ac-
cumulation of vegetable mould for many ages, they now
present a wall of earth and stone, more than one mile and a
balf in length, interrupted at intervals by breaks, supposed

by some to have been designed for gateways. DBut these

breaks occur frequently at points naturally inaccessible, and
this fact conflicts with such a conclusion. By sinking shafts
in three different places along the interior of the wall, I dis-
covered, that on the surface of the primitive earth; the stone
was not mixed with earth as at or near the surface, but had
been buried by earth thrown from the ditech, and thus I
arrive at the conclusion, that the collection of material, and

" #ie excavation of the-ditch, were prosecuted at one and the

sare time, and that those imaginary gateways were left for
the convenience of persons engaged in the collection of ma-
terial, designed to form a wall, the foundation of which should
rest in the ditch, and be protected from the upheaving of frost
by-the replacing of the earth along its interior and exterior
base. It is evident that a wall composed of so great a quan-
tity of material, built on the surface of the earth, would be
annually d1sturbed by-the frost, and in the constructlon of

such a wall out of undressed material, a wide foundation was
indispensable to secure strength and stability. It must of
necessity rise at an angle of several ‘degrees, and thus have
in the finish a narrow summit, 1f'°suﬁ'101ent]y elevated to se-
cure protection from man or beast. The quantity of material
at many,points of the work, we suppose to be adequate to the

construction of such a wallv not less than ten or twelve feet
above the surface of the area enclosed. The height of the

wall, medsuring from the bottom of the diteh, varies from six

“to-fifteen feet, and its base width, from thirty-five to forty feet.

There are thirty-three breaks or openings in the wall, twenty-

7 two of which are irregular and narrow.; several of them ap-.

parently designed to drain the ditch, having cvhanne]s cut
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through that answer that purpose, “There are eleven canse-
ways across the ditch, where the primitive earth ebows no
evidence of ever having been moved.

The points most easy of access appear at the northern and
southern angles of the area enclosed, and at these points the
openings and causeways are most spacious. The.wall, at first
view, seems to have been formed a little below the’ brow of -

the hill, but a cr}txqal survey of the work presents conflicting
features. It is observed. that at several points around the

‘work, where sand-stone forms the original surface on which
the loose materials were laid, the wall i8 most dense, and
towers highest, and at those points presents a uniformity
. which is less apparent in other portions of the work, This
circumstance sustains the conclusion that the wall, in its
orlgmal formation occupied the brow of the terrace, and that

water produced by the melting of snow (which would natu-
rally be_drifted by wind around a-wall in such an elevated

“locality) Y continued annually to wash and wWear the brink of .
“ the precipice, thus gradually undermining the wall. With
its own Welght it continued to give way, and slide down the
hill, until in the lapse of time the obstruction was removed,

" the snow passed off, and the fractured wall remained in its
position.” It may have- required the lapse of many ages to
give the supposed result, and we have the evidences of an-

" tiquity furnished in the general aspect of the forest, abund-.
antly sustaining the presumption of time. We find the en-
closed area thickly covered with aged trees, some of which
are also found growing in the earth thrown from the diteh,
and lying on a portion. of the stone that fo\ugfad the interior
base-of the wall. This fact was disclosed by the uprooting
of an oak that: grew on the interior edge of the wall, whose
trunk measured twenty-three feet in circumference. There .
was also a chestnut-tree of twenty-two feet in circumference -
occupying a similar position. This tree was ascertained to -
have nearly six hundred rings, or concentric growths, gwmg/
evidence of about six centuries since its germmatlon The:
oak having been blown down many years previous to its
measurement, and the barknand surface sapwood having de- -
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cayed and fallen off, may safe]y be’ estimated as at least

eight centuries old, giving ample time for the presumed
-change in the form and position of the wall.

We have not only advanced the idea that.thls work, to-

gether with the great, stone work previously deséribed in
Ross county, was abandoned previous to their completion,
but I have also glven my view of the designed mode of con-
struction. These views, founded on personal research, I con-
“ ceive to be amply sustained by the occurrengesofsn sxmllar

‘work of smaller dimensions near the town of Hamilton, in .

Butler county, Ohio, that appears in all its parts to retain a
perfect finigh ; this work is also situated on a high eminence
corlespondirxg in many respects with those already described.
It enclose§ an area of about seventeen acres, with 4 well-pre-
served wall of edrth and stone in mingled mass, giving great
solidity and firmness to the structure. It skirts the brow of
_ the hill, and generally conforms to its outline, each place of
entrance being well fortified within by lines of embankment
of earth and stone of singular and intricate description. They
are interlocked: with crescent-formed walls, and unlike any
found in this valley, and are appended to works composed

entirely of earth. The entrance most easy of access is also -
secured by the erection of an exterior crescent-formed wall -

of great strength and "solidity. There are but few woiks in
" the Seioto or MlaIIII valleys that seemed to have better with-
stood the ravages of time.

There is also another work in this valley formed of earth
and stone of similar dimensions. It is situated ‘on the great

Miami near Piqua, in Miami county, on a high peninsula

that is bounded on three sides by small streams, tributaries
of the great Miami. The embankment is carried along the
boundaries of the peninsula, and presents in conﬁornratxon an
oval form, resembling in outline the earthen eﬂi«y tradition-
ally termed the tortoise. .This embankment surrounds an
“area of about eighteen acres. The stones used in the con-

struction of this work are water-worn, and “were probably

taken from the béd of the Great Miami, as-there are but few

remaining in that stream within several miles of the work. It
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_ commands a view of many singularly-formed earth—woxks in .
“" % the adjacent valley, some of which resemble the works of
_ northern Illinois, Towa, and Wisconsin. Some of these are in

small circles, ellipses, and crescents. * The work on the penin-
sula, however, does not present the solidity in structure ap-
parent in some other works of the same class. Having:in its
original proportions more earth, it has consequently suffered
more from the wash and wear of rain and frost.. It is a re-
markable fact that wherever the smaller works composed of
earth and 'stone appear in the Ohio valley, they generally
bear the features of a better and more thorough finish than
those of the largest proportions. I have not yet been able to
discover any of thh class of works in the great valley of the
Mississippi, enclosing areas of over twenty-five acres, that re-
tain the features of a regular or final finish; from which I in- -
fer that the mounds of stone and earth were the last works of
the earthern mound-builders; that they were erected for de-
fence, ini anticipation of an assault from a foreign enemy,
deemed ‘more potent in means of assault than those with
whom they had previously contended, and by whom they
were finally conquered and reduced to the servility which- °
resulted in the total extinction of their nafionality.

It appears to me apparent also that the valley drained by
the Ohio river, from the Alleghany mountains to the Missis-
sippi was the place of collision. This eonclusion is sustained
by the fact that nearly all the works of earth, or of earth and
stone, that seem to have been designed for nnhtax y purposes,

~and-which are of any consider able magnitude west and north
of those mountains, are found in this valley; and there is prob-
ably no part or portion of North America in which the evi:
_dences of a more numerous ancient population are more defi-
nitely marked ; not only in the appearance of works of great
magnitude’ desmned for defence, but also in the immense
number and -complicated arrangemernt of extensive earth-
works adjacent to each other, and evidently designed for
other purposes, as well as the innumerable small works that
adorn the hills and' the plains from the Mississippi to the
Mononvahela ’

s
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MOUNDS OF MIGRATION.

Having obtained from De-coo-dah what I esteemed the in-
teresting and reasomable explanation of the design of the
amalgamation mound of Muscoda, I soon discovered a cor-
responding degree of "plausibility in his traditions of the orlgm B

" and use of othels, among which I number the moun\(:}S of mi-

gration. ‘

Those mounds, of various forms but regular in arrange- -
ment, we discover interspersed throughout the entire vale of
the upper Mississippi, funning from the north to the south,
and from the west to the east, frequently diverging from’ those
lines by following the highlands, or dividing ridges between -
. leading streams- or large water-courses. Elongated embank-

ments, with intermediate conical mounds of small dimensions, -
abound most in this order of arrangement. These are some-
times accompanied by small effigies, but are more frequently
without them. The migration memorial ranges differ from
national lineal ranges, not only in the'irregularity of distance
between groups, but-also in their more distant and remote lo-
-calities. Their migrating import, however, is better known
By their relative position, as seen in each group, and by the
-variety of size and form preserved in a.ll the groups of the
sawme range. .

Having been informed by De-coo dah that thele were
many ancient works of divers import in what he termed the
‘holy land that surrounds the four ldkes in Wisconsin, I pre-

- vailed on Lim in the beginning of the autumn of 1842, to ac-
company me on a visit to those regiong> We-descended the =
Mississippi from my trading post on Root river, to the west-
ern terminus of what he termed - the highway of nations, but
better known in modern time as the old Indian trail, running
from Lake Michigan to. the Mississippi river. I have bu(:
little doubt, hOWev er, that this trail occupies the best natural
line for travel between those two great waters, and has been
used for very many ages by the ancient mhabltants of those
regions, and will continue to be used. as the great thoroughfare
in time to come to the full consummation of its ancient and’

P
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dignified title; that it will lead along through the holy land
the sons of all natwns, presenting to their view the remaining.

_relics of a custom once umversal but now to-all alike un-

known.-—__ -

In pursuing this trail, even the most indifferent. traveller
can not fail to observe and feel an interest in the mysterious
ruins presented to view, in the greatest diversity of form, and
by their numbers indicative of an industry and energy be-,
coming the most energetic and ambitions nations of the earth.
Havinor previously given the forms and figures of the most of
those relxcs, as seen in relative positions at various other
‘points,; I may now proceed to notice such figures of the holy
land as are rarely seen in any other region with which I have

-heretofore been personally familiar. Among these the,mounds

of migration stand most conspicuous. They present” 2ggroup .
or range of animal effigies, unlike any that I had prekusly
observed in physical form, with®the exception of one seen in
the valley -of the Scioto, differing, however, in relative ar-
rangement from all effigies heretofore noticed.

They are sometimes-enclosed within an oblong circular
area, swrounded by an earthen wall, with no other appen-
daoe as represented in Cut Z, fig. 2. This group is scattered
alono- the trail, forming an unbroken range of nearly three
hundled and seventy—ﬁve poles in length It commences

with a conical mound of about fifty feet in base diameter, and

four in height, composed of sand and ashes mingled with
small bits of charcoa] resembling in size, form, and material,

- others found in the adJacent country, and along the Rock

river, in Illinois, and on the Wabash. It was recognised by
De-coo—dah as a funeral pile where the body was con-
sumed afte1 death. The second noticed in the range was an
elongated work or wall about fifty-one -feet in leno'th twelve

' W]de_ and three in height, and was composed of elay, similar

to that. found beneath the surface soil in the vicinity. Itis

* traditionally represented to be.a national mound. The third -

is presented-in the form of a human figure .one hundred and .
forty feet long, thirty-one feet broad, measuring across the
body, with projections on either side seventy feet in length,
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‘representing arms. The legs diverge from the body, forty-
five feet in length, and at their extremities are seventeen feet
apart, thus presenting the form of a prostrate human figure,
with arms and feet expanded at full length. The head of the
effigy is well-proportioned with the body, being about twenty-
five feet in base breadth. The fourth and £ifth works in the
range are similar in form and material to the second, but of
‘larger proportions; the one being eighty, and the othex one
hundred and twenty feet long. _

The sixth work is a cucu]ax wall, enclosing an area of about

seventy-five feet in base diameter, w1th an elevatlon of about ~

two feet, and is located about fifty feet north of the lineal
‘range.’ It was represented by De-coo-dah as having been de-
‘signed to form the base of a second funeral-pile of larger
dimensions than the first, but it was deserted and left in an
unfinished condition by its projectors. The sewenth work in
the range is an' animal effigy, about one hundred feet long and
twenty-two in breadth, with a general elevation of nearly three
feet, and resembles in form those found in the vicinity of Cass-
Ville and on the east side of the Mississippi, from the junction

£ Rock river to the junction of the Wisconsin. It also re-

sembles the enclosed ahimal effigy of the Scioto valley in the
absence of a tail, which is also a singularity that characterizes
the entire group of animal. effigies at this point, and distin-

gmshes them from many others that are found in the surround-
‘ ing country. But there is yet‘ra more strange peculiarity in
t‘le relative position of this effigy to the remaining effigies that
~ form the range, which we have failed to. dzscover in any other
range heretofore examined. Its arrangement in the group is
transverse. ‘National mounds in lineal ranges, freqnently
* occur in transverse position, while effigies in these lines are
pever so found. The eighth and ninth Works in the range are
similar in conﬁrrulatlon to the second and fourth descrxbed
- but are of smaller dimensions, occupying interchanged posi-
tions, the larger work being placed. in thesrear; both works,
however, have uniformity in order. The tenth, eleventh,
twelfth, and thirteenth works in the range, are ammal eﬁimeq
and the first, second, and fourth, of these have general uni-
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formity in form. The third, resembling the transverse effigy,
differs in the form of the head from the three with which it is
" directly associated. -The fourteenth work is a national mound,
similar in-form to those previously described in the range, and
occupies”a position between the fourth and fifth regularly-
arranged lines of effigies, separating the fifteenth from the
thirteenth work in the group, the fifteenth work being an ani-
mal efigy. The last in the line presents perfect identity in
general configuration with the transverse and fourth effigies
. in the animal range. These three differ in’physical form
~ from the other three, in the protuberance of the body beyond
the hinder-leg, and in the general configuration of the head,
while the other three present uniformity in the natural propor--
tions and form of the head of aquadruped. The transverse,
or first animal effigy, in connection with the fourth, sixth, and
last effigy in the range, present in the general canfiguration
of the head, an elongation that resembles the beak-of a bird.:
While those effigies preserve general uniformity in base width,
they vary in length' from ten to twenty-six feet; the smaller™
being ninety feet in length, occupies a, front. position in the
- range. The sixteenth work being ‘a national mound, similar
in form and dimensions to the last described of that order, is
located a little south of the main line, diverging from the same
to the southeast.

Having described the e‘ztent and relative position of the
effigies in this group, the reader is referred for form to Cut Z,
fig. 2, for quadrupeds, and to Cut M, for the form of the _
human effigy, where a faithful delineation will appear, omit-
ting the funeral-pile that is portrayed between the feet of that
ﬁome ‘We may now proceed to detail the traditions of De-
‘ coo-dah relating to the origin and use of those strange symbols.
Having been ﬁequently noticed and partially described by
“various writers in periodicals and other literary communica-
tions, a dlaoram of the work is deemed superfluous in this
connection. The reader is referred to the faithful delineation
given by Mr. R. C. Taylor, and" published in the first volume
of the Contributions, &c., by the Smithsonian Institution, on
page 126 of that work.

-
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" “These,” said De-coo-dah, * are memorials of migration
3 Earl D ?

" and belong to a portion of the ancient inhabitants of the great

city in the vicinity of Cassville.”[See Cut R.] Here we be- .

hold the six animal effigies, shwhtly differing in form, sym-
bolmmo' the migration of the siX tribes, and absence of the
tall to each effigy, records the circumstance that a portion of
“each tribe was dismembered and left behind. In their migra-
tion south, they tarried inthese regions until after the death
of their Ieade1 as indicated in the human’effigy. Three of
- the, tribes descended from the arcient Buffalo nation, as rep-

- resented by the natural form of that animal, but the remain-

ing three descended from tribes that were govemed by the
govereign eagles that frequently appear in.effigy on the high-
lands of the Kickapoo, and at Prairie du Chien. [See Cat S ]
Their genealogy is indicated in the beak attached to the head
of the three biped effigies. - Their ruler, or leader, was de-
scended from the eagle tribes, as prefigared in the transverse
position of the blped animal effigy ; that position also is the

“record of his death, in connection with the human effigy.

The national, or oblong mounds situated between the trans-
verse effigy and the continuous range, being unequal in length,
the longest being adjadent to the dep'uted ruler, indicates his
superiority, “hﬂe the shorter work .adjacent to and in range
with'the oblong work and continuous line of effigies, relates to
bis successor, and records his youth at the time he became
ruler of the tribes.; The third effigy in the advancing range,
having the bird’s head, memorializes the continuous distine-
tion between the umted tribes, and the-teading effigy being

- of the biped race, indicates that the descendants of the eagles

retained -the lulmg power in their migration. The increased

length of the oblona or national mound . separating the -

goverrior from the governed, bears record of the growth and
rising influence of their ru]ex during their sojourn in the holy
land ; the oblong mound in front of the leading effigy di-

veraino south, recoxds the course observed in thelr final mi-

gration or depaltme from the holy land. The mingled "posi-
tion observed in theerection of those commemorative monu-
ments, indicates matrimonial amalgamation among all the
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tribes belonging to this consolidation of power, and “it ig
thus,” said De-coo-dab, “ we account for the strange and un-
natural configuration of birds and other animals, seen in paint-
ing and sculptme on rocks, in caverns, and secluded places,
whexe they have been protected from the wear of time in the
positions they occupy.” : -

There are many effigies of various f01ms in the regions
bordering on the four IaLes but we only recognised the blquld
effigy at the aforesaid point I have, howevef, since discover-
ed two groups of that form in connection; three resembling
those near the blue mounds, about twelve mlles below Lafay-
ette, on the Wabash. They were located three on.either side
of that river. The groups, being about three miles distant
from <ach other, occupy a southeast line, with the head of
each effigy pointing eastward, but are much sm3ller in con-
struction, the longest being only thirty-six, and the. shortest
twenty-seven feetin length. Located on cultivated land, each
season tends to deface, and a few years will entirely obhterate
them. East and south‘of these groups, I have discovered no
works similar in configuration, except that found enclosed in
the Scioto valley (previously DOtlced), and represented as the
faneral-pile of the last chief of the six migrating tribes.

That a migration from the valley of the upper Mississippi
to that of the Scioto,did oceur at some era, is further attested
in the appearance of the remains of the symbolical serpent,
so common in Jowa and the territory west, in connection with
the traditional Tortoise and sacrificial appendages, as well as the
triangular works and the crescent form. On a hill in Adams
county, in Ohio, in the vicinity of the three forks of Brush
creek, my attention was called to a view of this remarkable
work in the spring of 1832, by Mr. James Black, a celebrated
bee-hunter, resident in the vicinity. This group of works is
located on a high crescent-formed hill, occupying a position
that commands an extensive view of the lower land and allu- .
vial terraces of Brush creek, above the base of which it towers
to the height of about one hundred and fifty feet. The visit
being accndenta] I was unable to obtain the accurate dimen-
sion of ‘the Work = plan of which has, however, been since
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given, and published, by the Smithsonian Institution. This
crescent-formed hill presents -a convex, or slightly-oval sur-
face, of about fifty paces in width, and three hundred and.
forty in length, measuring from -its connection with the main
land to its extreme terminus. On its summit may be seen, in
efligy, the form of a huge serpent, to which- is appended, in
effigy, at or near the point of the hill, the body of a tortoise,
measuring about fifty paces in length, by twenty-six in breadth,
its greatest perpendicular altxtude being about four feet, pre-
senting an oblong oval surface, conformmo in figure to the
back of that ammal Diverging from this eﬁigy and conform-
ing to the curve of the hill, in graceful serpentine undulations,
'hes the effigy of a serpent, running back about two hundred
and thirty paces, with a central base diameter of about.ten.
paces, with a slight contraction to the head and tail; its cen-
tral altitude is about five feet, gradually descending.to the
bead and tail.- Itcan not fail to present tothe eye of the most
skeptical observer, the form of an anaconda or buge snake,
with wide distended jaws, in the act of devouring its prey. On
the back of the tortoise was a sacrificial altar, bearm«r the im-
press of intenseheat. This altar conformed in its construction
. to the body on which it rested, presenting an oval figure, form-
ing, in comparative miniature, a stone tortoise. The surface '
was composed of water-washed rock, evidently obtained at some
distant point, and beannc no 1mp1 ession of fire. - On removing
the surface-covering, I came in contact with a more solid struc-
ture of larger stones, bearing the impress of intense héat, and
my first impressions were that it had been constructed by the . ;
" Indians, and used as a furnace to smelt ores of some kind. i
. Under this impression, I obtained a crowbar and some hand-
spikes, and at a cost of much labor, succeeded in 1a1s1ng the
entire stone-work hopmcr to find some relic of metal in confir- .
mation of my opinion ; but in this I failed, and was compelled . - &,
to leave without coming to any satlsfactory conclusion relative
to the origin or use of the work. . i
The serpent terminates in a triple coil at the tail, nearwhlch S }m
there is another tortoise, of much smaller dlmensmns, howewver, - F -
than the other, that presents no stone-work, or other indica- {n

e
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tions of fire. Near the centre of the isthmus that connects -
the main.land with the crescent, there is a large truncated
mound that was formed of earth and sand mingled with char-
coal and slaked ashes. - On either side of the head of the

_ great serpent, there are triangular works of small dimensipns,

~ but in figure the same with those fouhd in Wisconsin and Min-

nesota. (See Cnt P,fig. 3.) The Minnesota works only differ
from those presented in the appended Cut U, fig. 3, in the
more perfect retention of original form. Thé curious traveller
may view with astonishment, and the antiquarian describe

- with accuracy, the singular forms and extent of those strange

relics of antiquity, with an intervening space of hundreds of
miles, and thus form some idea of theu extent and magmtude
but it is not until they have been faithfully portrayed in dia-
grams, and placed side by side, that we realizé their affinity
or probable uniform design. : .

Let the reader contrast the .serpentine r'mge of conical
mounds located on the heights of Eustice’s point, in Iowa,
conforming to the serpentine range of the high land on which
it rests (as seen in Cut H, fig. 1), with the figure seen in Cut
U, fig. 8, situated on a towering crescent-formed hill in Adams
county, Oth, and he will not ﬁul to recognise a striking affinity
in form, position, and relative arrangement, in those strange
and far-separated works. While figures, 2 and .8, Cut II,
present identity in structure and symbol, differing slightly in
relative position, so striking, indeed, is the sifni]arity be-
tween all of those works, that were they all adjacent to each
other, common consent Would at-once concede umty of origin
and use. '

And, in connection with these, we have only to advance a
few miles north to the vicinity of Glanvﬂle, in Licking county,
Ohio, and we perceive, situated on a high and beautiful
natural mound, resembling in fignre the greater artificial
truncated wans of the west, the eﬁigy of a huge animal, re-
sembling’ the traditional alligator of Iowa, Wisconsin, and .
northern Illinois. (See Cut U, fig. 1.) Adjacent is an altar
of stone, similar in form and feature to that previously de-
scribed in connection with the Brush creek serpent and tor-
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toise. The elevated position of those strange works, together
with the unity of their appendages, we conceive, at least, en-
titles them to identity in classification and national origin,
and goes far to sustain the traditional history of ancient mi-
gration. ' .

>

FORT DEFIANCE OHIO.

Expranation.—At each corner is a block-house, constructed-as at A ; B, port-

holes; D, chimney; C, Pickets; ww, a wall of earth; e, gateways; F, wall of
earth: G, a draw-bridge; H, officers’ quarters;’ I, storehouses; K, pickets; M,
a sand-bar at the junction of the rivers, where water was obtained.
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CHAPTER XXXI.
THE ANCIENT AMERICANS® FISH-TRAP.

T is supposed by some, tliat a portion of the mound-builders
subsisted much on fish, and this presumption is sustained

by several facts urged in its support, to wit: many of their
greatest works are located along such water-courses and lakes
as abound most with fish of ﬁne flavor and large size, while
in the vicinity of water-courses that fail in autumn, where

" fish are rarely seen in abundance, few earth-works appear. It

has also been argued ‘that they were an agricultural people,
with an equal show of reason in some localities, such as those
of the Miami, Scioto, &c., where these works appear sur-
rounded by an exceedmoly fertile soil; but a view of some
great and extengive works bordering along the northern lakes,
surrounded by a sandy, barren soil, remote from their more
fertile Jands where none appear, Would seem to conflict in
some degree with the latter opinion; that they were extreme-
Iy fond of fish is, however, additionally attested in the dis-

- covery of their traditional fish-trap, that would seem to have
‘been formed at the expense of much labor; this trap, omfish-

pot, was formed by cutting a hole in the solld rock, in the
bed 6r bottom of a llvmg stream of water, from thlee to five
feet in diameter at the month, or surface, and from five to six .
at the bottom, presenting the interior form of a churn or firkin.

" These traps are from eight to twelve feet deep, and are made

smooth around the top or rim, covered with a thin flat rock
fitted on, with a round orsquare hole in the centre of about
twelve mches in diameter; this hole is closed at will, with a
stone stopple perforated with small holes, and dlessed to fit -
neatly; I discovered four of those ancient fish-pots on a
small trxbutary of the St. Peter’s river, that flowed from three
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large springs, all of which rise within one mile of the river,
‘and unitéabout midway between their sources and confluence.
About ten poles below their junction they flow over the sur-
face of a soft slate rock in which four excavations as before

described appear, and a short distance below, I discovered a -

stopple as before described, that fitted neatly the cap of one
of the central wells. The sheet of water flowing over the
wells was about ten inches in depth ; De-coo-dah being with
me at the time of the discovery remarked, that many of those
wells could be found in other streams that were now filled
. with mud and stone, and thus remained unobserved; and
that they were anciently made and-used as reservoirs to secure
fish for winter supplies; that those fish were obtained by de-
positing large quantities of food, or bait,.in the well to which
the fish gathered together in the fall, and when a large hum-
ber had congregated, the stopple was introduced, and thus
prevented the escape of such as could not pass through the
holes; those were fed and retained for winter supplies, and
were easily taken in the use of a net made for that purpose;
on the discovery of similar wells in Paint creek, in Ross
county, Olio, they became the subject of much conjectural
-speculation, somé supposed them to have been formed in dig-
ging for salt, others for paint, mineral, or precious stones;
while others attributed their origin to natural causes, but none
assigned to them any particular design ; ‘Dbut, without stopping
t6 make further inquiry, I deem the traditional history of De-
coo-dali most rational, and recognise in it the discovery of a
long lost art, in the economy of fishing, that may again be

profitably adopted by any that are in the possession of good *

" springs, or brooks of living Warer,ﬁ: a small cost.
N - o ) 19 *
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CHAPTER XXXIIL

DEPOSITES . OF METAL. .

THE anthmtles of the race, whose dominion under the rule-
and reign of civilization is fast declining, inevitably doomed

. to speedy extinction, lie shrouded in the dark veil of the for-
_ gotten past, the subjeet of conjectriral speculation, of whom we

know but little beyond the era of the personal intercourse of
European nations within the past three centuries, save throngh
the uncertain lights of fading tradition. The origin of the
North American Indian is even more mysterious in the ab-
sence of antiquarian relics of art or enterprise than that of the
mound-builder, whose dominion stands recorded in monu-

. mental effort, in one unbroken belt around the globe. Yet

each have in tlxen‘ turn left memorials characterizing distinct
nationality ; but those memorials mingled, mixed, and scat-
tered abroad on or near the surface of the earth throughout
this entire continent, entombed in the motnd, or buried by
avalanches, or huge landslides from the hills or mountains in
our western vales, render satisfactory discrimination exceed-
ingly difficult; and, in addition to this, the early pioneering
of three nations, to wit—the Spaniard, the French, and En-
glish, each jealous of the other, and speaking different lan-
guage, and occupying distant localities, with varions theo]ogx-
cal emblems that, under the prevailing customs within their
several localities were entombed with their bodies, or per-
mitted to accompany their bones that bleached the earth;
then add to these the various trappings of their military cos-
tumes, and it no longer remains a matter of wonder that great.
diversity of art, form, and finish, should pervade among the
relics that in modern times are disentombed. In the onward .
march of improvement, agriculture, art, science, and litera-
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ture, we have only to compare the relics found with the
known emblems and costumes of those several races within'
the last three centuries to account rationally for-the presence
~ and appearance of many of them ; great caution, however, is
necessary in arriving at correct conclusxons respecting the an-
tiquities in question, lest the remains of one be mistaken and
attributed to another; a corresponding discrimination in the

form, construction, position, and adaptation of the various ar-~

rangements of earthen structures, is equally necessary in ar-
riving at correct or reagsonable conclusions relative to their
origin and use. This fact the reader will readily realiz¢ in
view of the cuts previously inserted in this work, representing
military fortifications of the present age, that 1f permitted- to
remain unmo]ested, in a few centuries their corresponding
form and relative arrangement would transfer and identify them
with the works of the mound-builders of eras long, gone by.
- The remains of Fort Necessity on the Laurel hill, erected to

cover the retreat of Braddock’s defeated army, now wears the

aspect of antiquarian origin, and in the absence of historical
record, would now be classed with the mounds. This cir-

cumstance, in connection with the foregoing remarks, would

seem to sustain the traditions of De-coo-dah relative to the
amalgamation ‘and extinction of ancient nationality, and
“strengthens the conclusion, that diversity of form and identity
of 1e]at1ve arrangement originated in distinct nationality, of
which the amalgamated eﬁimes bear record.
There is also so str kao a resemblance between the modern

~ structures of Fort Hamllton and -Fort Meigs, on the Miami

and Maumee rivers, and many of those earth-works in the same
regions whose origin is entirely lost in the lapse of time, that,

in the absence of literal record they would soon merge into, * °

and be reasonably recognised -as: having originated in com-
mon with the mound-builders. And when we bring into ac-
count the beauty and fertility of this fascinating vale, so well

adapted to the wants of man civilized or savage, in the pro-
duction of vegetation or the propagation of game, it no longer _

remains a matter of wonder that it should have teemed with
contention for occupancy in past ages, and in the change and

i
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variety of manners and costumes, would necessarily give rise
to diversity in form of symbols in sculpture, and relative ar-
rangement in monumental record. And thus it is that many
of the relics that have been discovered belonging to remote an-
tiquity, have become merged with those of more recent origin, *

~ that find a general disclaimer among the present race of In-

dians relatwe to origin or use with them or their ancestors.
The rich va]ley of the Mississippi seems long to have been

- the fcwoute, abode of the Indian, but is now becoming the

home of a portion of the surp]us population of many nations
that are blottmg out the most ancient trail of the Indian, and
levelling swith the earth the last remains of an older race of
nen, dlsmtemng their idols, and such other relics as were
formed jof materials indestructible-in their nature, together
with others susceptible of corrosion, among which we find
specnnens of art unknown among savage nations, as presented
in the/appended cut.

/ Front view, silver. * Back view, copper. " Copper plumb,

f( In removing the earth that formed a conical mound in the
town of Marietta, in Ohio, the two articles here presented

| were disinterred ; they appear to have been buried with the

/

body of some person whose remains were yet apparent in the
presence of liuman bones sufficiently perfect to warrant their
identity as such. The circular plate was formed of copper,
overlaid on one side-with a thick plate of silver; the copper was
nearly reduced to an oxyde, or rust; the silver was black, but
not anuch correded, and by mmbbing became bright. The
front or plated side of this article is slightly:convex, with'a
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depressed centre, and measured two and a quarter inches

across the face, on the back side opposite the depression. -

There was a copper rivet passing through two separate plates,
that, seem to have been designed as stays or supports in fast-
ening the plate to leather, as there was a small piece of
leather found between the plates that somewhat resembled the
skin of a mummy, having been preserved by the salts of the
copper. . There was also around the rivet a substance that re-

sembled flax, in a tolerable state of preservation; this article -

resembled the bosses, or ornament appended to the belt of
broad-sword of the ancient Briton. This plate lay on the
face of the skeleton, preserving the bone as it did the leather
and lint. Near the side of the body was found a plate of
silver six inches in length, and two in breadth, that weighed
about one ounce, ornamented with three longltudmal ridges,
having four holes as seen in the cut.

There were also several pieces of a copper tube filled with
iron rust found near this plate. -These ar ticles are supposed
to have been attached to the equipage of a sword ; but no
. other indication of such a weapon was apparent, save a small
quantity of what was believed to be iron-rust. Near the feet
of the skeleton was found a bolt of copper, weighing about
three ounces, in the form of a plumb, or clock weight of the
present time, with a groove around the small end.. This ar-
ticle seems to have been designed for suspension ; but whether
it was used as an ornament of dress, or as a weapon of de-

fence, is left to conjecture. It was covered with a coat of ..

green rust, and was much corrdded. There was also found in
this monnd a small piece of iron ore, that seemed to have
been subjected to great heat, it being partially vitrified, and
of about the specific gravity of pure iron. -
The body of the person here burned, or buried, lay upon
the surface of the primitive earth, and the mound seems to Lave
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been. reared over his 'asbes "The skull lay with the face up-
ward, and from the appearance of several pieces of charcoal,
and some bits of partially burned fossil coal, the black color

‘of the earth, and mingled with ashes, it would seem that the -

funeral obsequies had been celebrated with interse heat; and
after the body had been well-burned, there was an ‘arrange-
ment of the remains, over which there was placed a covering
of flat stones, of about .cight feet in diameter upon which the

. earth that seems to have been taken from the adjacent sur-

face was placed. The mound containing no other perceiv-
able deposite, being formed of sand, clay, and coarse gravel,
similar to that of the surrounding ealth’s gene’ral surface, was

* about six feet high, and thirty- ﬁ\ e in base diameter; and was,

LN

at the time of the" ﬁrst settlement made by the present occu-
pants, covered with a heavy growth of timber.

Doctor Hildreth, whose early attention was arrested in the
examination of tumuli in this vicinity, queries thus with the

antiquarian world: “ Of whatage;.or of what natlon, were

this mighty race that once inhabited the territofy drained by
the Ohio? Of what we see of their works, they must have
been acquainted with some of the fine arts, and sciences.
They have left us perfect specimens of circles, squares, octa-
gons, parallel lines, on a grand and noble scale; and, uniess
it can be proved that they had intercourse with Asia or
Eulope, we must attribute to them the alt of working metals »

Doctor Hildreth, in the prosecution of his researches, ob-
tained a plate of copper taken fiom a mound on the Liitle
Muskingum, that exhibited the appearance of having been
attached by rivets to leather, somewhat similar to the one pre-
viously noticed, being perforated with holes distributed as
seen in the cut.

- This plate was also found lying on the forehead of a'skull
that was deeply tinged with green, being preserved by the

BN
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Balts of the copper. The remainder of the skeleton, if other
remains were then deposited, had entirely disappeared. This
skull was also deposited on the surface of the primitive earth,
and attendant circumstances in the absence of other deposite -
‘of animal matter, entitles it to a much higher claim of anti-
.quity than many others discovered under somewhat analo-
gous circumstances. He does not, however, inform us whether -
this mound bore any marks of subsequent interruption since
its original construction, a circumstance that is mot uncom-
mon among the truncated mounds along the margins of the
Obio river, and its leading tributariés; it is, however, fre-
quently difficult to determine whether those interruptions oc-
curred in making deposites, or were the work of the antiqua-
rian pioneer of Spain and France, in their early exploranons
in the Ohio valley. : )

We Dbelieve many of the deposites attributed to the mound-
" ‘builders of metallic composition; to have belonged to them, at-
- tached to their military costumes, and were, in accordance
with the customs of those among whom they fell, deposited
with their entombed bodies." This conclusion is sustained and
rendered most probable in the fact, that in the thorough ex-
amination by excavation of one hundred -and twenty-four, and
- a paxtml examination of more than four himdred earth-works.
.of various forms afd dimensions in the valley of the upper
Mississippi, I Iive not been able to discover any metallic
deposite other than knives, hatchets, and trinkets common -
among the Indian tribes of that country; while the stone-pipe,
and implements apparently “mechanical and ornamental,
formed of stone, bone, and shells, curiously wrought, are not -
uncommon. And the axe of stone, the dart, and spear of
Aflint, dre found wherever the conical mound appears on this
continent, together with pipes for smoking, modern, ancient,
and antique. If one half of the forms found- deposxted be—
long to the mound-builders, they must have been' inveterate
smokers No less than ninety-one variant forms, that may. be
termed antigue, representing men, birds, beasts, leptﬂes, and
" insects, have been taken from mounds, somé of whiclh have
been wrought with exquisite skill, giving a hfe like appear-‘
ance to the obJect of design.
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From the great number discovered, their almost endless va-
riation of form, the beauty of scnlptnre, and richness of ma-
terial, I infer that smoking entered deep into the mythology
or theology of the mound-builders, and suppose that the idea
now entertained by some tribes of Indians that the incense of~

sacrifice from their altars ascends in the co]umn of smoke,
‘and is thus wafted into the immediate presence of the sun,

1moon, or stars, was borrowed of them. -

It is smcular, however, that ‘among all the symbols found
in the form of man, bird, beast 1ept11e, or insect, we know of
none, save the serpent, that bas not assumed the form and -
use of the pipe, that symbol, however, so rarely found en-
tombed was evxdently one ot no ménor import among the
mound-builders, as is abundantly attested in the nnmber and
magnitnde of earthen effigies bearing and presenting in di-
versity of configuration the various- natu1a1 attitudes of that
reptile. - -

But when reflection unveils the fact that there is no animal
on earth that presents-in its nature 80 lively a symbol of sin,

- and its consequences as that reptile, in its.superior power to

charin even unto death the most timid and innocent dove, we

" at once perceive that in accordance with customs common
"among savage nations it would in its peculiar nature at once

become an objett of adoration; and again, when we- reflect -
on the an‘mqmty of the symbol. hawno its origin in the garden
of Eden, it has probably entered into every system of theology
known among all the ancient nations of the earth, and was
held up to view in various forms, and in divers attitudes, in
accordance with the refined taste or savage arts of those that
reverence them, as we perceive in the days of Moses, it ap-
peared in bxass the emblem of salvation ; while, in the days

" of Adam, it appeared in the flesh the symbol of sin.

It may not be unworthy of remark, that in regions where
the serpentine effizies abound in earth, there bas been none
found in sculpture, while in the immediate valley of the
Ohio and its tributaries, where serpentine earthen effigies are -

very rare, the serpent sculptured on stone has been disen-

tombed and removed from the mounds traditionally repre-
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sented to have been of sacred import among the mound-build-
ers. , . -
The reverential regard for the rattlesnake, “that stil]

. .“,]ingers‘a.mong a portion of the tribes of the northwestern

Indians to.sneh an extent that tley rarely wage war witl,
that venomous reptile, T imagine, was inherited from an
_amalgamation with the mound-builders, and sustding the
conclusion, in connection With_ tumuli, sculptare, paintings,
&e., that this animal’s symbolical import originated in super-
stition exceedingly ancient,
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CITAPTER XXXIIIL

MODERN AND ANCIENT INDIAN PIPES.

| AMONG the sculptured. relics entombed in the mounds of

America, the pipe of stone, in numbers and variety of
design in configuration, evidently predominates, and may be
divided into three classes, the modern, the ancient, and an-
tique. - : . ,

The modern pipe we assign to the artistic skill of the pres-
ent race of Indians, and their immédiate ancestors, as seen in
Plate IV. It differs but little in configuration with the ancient
pipe seen in Plate VI, that we suppose originated with their
more remote ancestors, and the only distingnishing feature is

‘seen in the ornamental work that adorns the modern pipe.’

This feature may be reasonably attributed to the advantage
gained in the use of metallic.fools obtained of Europeans, with
which they have been formed. This view of the subject is
most evident in the fact, that very few of those termed mod-
ern have been found entombled in earthen mounds, or scat-

. tered abroad on the surface of the earth, while the ancient

pipe is more frequently found in the mound, and often disin-
terred by the plougshare in the cultivation of the soil.- Of the
number thus.obtained, we Lave no reliable source of informa-
tion; but the hundreds preserved in the scientific institu:
tions of America, together with those retained by private gen-
tlemen in their cabinets of curiosities, would probably num-
ber many thousands; and as the limits of this work will not.
admit of a long article on the subject, I must content my-"
self with givingthe most predominant configuration of such
as have come within my own observation. In the many ex-
cavations made west and northwest of the state of Ohio, I
bave only discovered three that I term modern, and seventy-
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three that I term ancient entombed -in mounds, all of which
accompanied the skeletons of persons interred within three -
feet of the surface of the mounds; and their general configu-
ration being faithfully delineated i m cuts, precludes the neces-
sity of a critical additional detail. The material, however, of
which the ancient pipe was coinposed consists principally-of
gray sand-stone and clay of various colors, rendered hard by
burning. The modern pipe is uniformly made of red pipe-
stone that abounds in Minnesota. The ancient pipe made of
clay frequently presents in front rude outlines of the human
face, while the modern abounds with various designs skxlfully
~arranged, and neatly executed, indicating an advance in art
that savors of European taste. And some used by the present
“tribes of Indians, especially those bordering on our western
frontier, are not orﬂ y artistically wrought, but are richly orna-
mented with rings and bands of the precious ‘metals, decora-
ted with beads and trinkets of various kinds. Such, however,
are not found in the mounds, or disinterred by the plough.
The sculpture of these articles attempfed in imitation of the
- human face, and of varions animals, is often tastefal; but they
never display the nice observation and true artistic apprecia-
tion and skill exhibited by those that we term antique. The
ancient pipe here presented, was taken from a mound of the
Blue Earth river, and bLeld as an ancient lehc by We-ru-cun-
ne-gah

. ANTIQUE PIPES.

In Plate VII we present a view of some of the predomi-
natfng forms of pipes taken from the mounds that we term
antique. ' Fig.1, presents in configuration the head-of a female.
Itis composed of a hard yellow stone ; the features are regular,
the nose turns up slightly at the pomt and the lips are thick

“and pxomment the eyes being closed, gives the whole a
" -placid impression. of quiet repose ; the head dress is simple;
the ears, which are-large, are perforated with lLoles around
their upper edges.”~ At the lower and posterior portion of the
head, drilled in convergent directions, are twosmall holes, that

o
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were probdbly designed for the mtxodnctlon of stems—"1 may-

" here remark, that pipes of clay, with stems diverging in op-

posite directions, are scen among some of the nmthwestexn
Indian chiefs, that are-by them denominated the pipe of friend-
ship, and emoked in union by intimate friends, that were tradi-
tionally represented by De-coo-dah as being anciently used in
the final ratification of treattes; each party introducing their
national pipe-stem, regaled themselves from the fumes of the
same bowl, in token of future friendship. The antique stone-
pipe; presenting the features of females, are not unfrequently

adorned with a pdinted representation of the new moon, or

crescent, on the cheek, somewhat resembling those that are
formed of earth.

Fig. 2, in Plate VIL, represents one of the best specimens
of art in sculpture, that has yet been taken from the mounds.

Tt was carved from a compact stone, that has, however, suffer-

ed much from the action of fire, that renders it somewhat
difficult to ascertain, with certainty, the true guality of the
original material. The muscles of the face are well delineated,
and the forehead finely moulded ; the eyes are open, and the
lips are beautifully rounded and glightly tinged : whether
through the action of fire, or the application of paint or stain,
can not be determined with certainfy. The faithfulness of the
cut precludes the necessity of minor detail, and we have only to
add, that the workmanship of this pipe, in point of symmetrical
finish, is unsurpassed by anything yet taken from the monnds,
and would compare favorably with the finest sculpture of the
present age. In the same mound with these heads, were also

dlSCOVQled many specimens of fine sculpture of 1ndmenons

animals, in which fidelity to nature is critically observed and
beautifully delineated. This faithful delineation of the form

‘of animals, now common among us, certainly warrants the

conclusion that the artist, in drawing from nature, has fur-
nished us with features upon which hls eye rested, and thus
favored us with a view of the features of nations long lost in
the lapse of time.

Among tropical animals in scu]pture taken from the mounds,
the tiger specxes enters largely into the account, among which
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we find the panthel leopard, and wild-cat, the Jatter of which

‘we present in fig. 3, Plate VIL. Thosc fonnd in the mounds

are neatly sculptmed and well polished. Some are presented
as standing erect, others in various characteristic positions,
with wluskcrs and “variegated colors. well exhibited. The
strong jaws, short, thick neck and short tail, pecuhar to that
genius.of the tiger species, are all faithfully pleselved They
are generally carved from solid blocks of red granulated por-
phyry, that is exceedingly hard and susceptible of a fine finish.
The otter, the beaver, and many of the biquid epemes, are
found wrought of the same material. '

v

THE LAMANTIN PIPE.

A great variety of sculptured ﬁo'mea of ammals are found
in the mounds, that evidently onfrmated with the ancient
Americans, among which we find many peculiar to tropical
climates as far nor th as the state of Ohio. In Plate VIL, fig.
4, we present a faithful ¥elineation of one of the Lamantin
species—nine sculptured representations of this animal, have
been taken from the mounds in Kentucky and Ohio—this
representation is supposed by some to he a strange creation

“of fancy. The general figure of the Lamantin, is known to

be rather elliptical or elongated, its head shaped like a simple
truncated cone, and terminates in a thick fleshy snout, semi-
circular at its extremity, and pierced at the upper part by two
small semi-circular nostrils, directed forward; the edge of
the upper 1ip is tumid, furrowed in the middle, and provided
with stiff whiskers ; the lower lip is narrower and shorter than
the upper, with small ears, and(eyes that are set high in the

. bead ; the neck is scarcely distingnishable in any diminution

of size from the head and trunk; the tail forms about a fourth
of the length of the animal. This deseription, from natural
history,-tompared with the sculpture that is faithfully por-
trayed in the cut, seems to be the most satisfactory evidence
of identity of design, and a knowledoe on the part of the
artisty of the form and existence of txopxcal animals.

The greatest variety, and some of the most beautiful speci-
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mens of art in sculpture, are seen on the ancient American
biquid stone-pipe. The wren, sparrow, quail, dove, parrot, ~
hawk, owl, and buzzard, with a great variety of long-beaked
and web-footed fowl, have been taken from the mounds, indi-
cative of “the great admiration and love of the mound-builder
of nature’s most beantiful handiwork, together with a capacity
for imitation on their part, that could only have been attained in
critical observation, and a long-cherished study of nature and
art. The pipe presented in fig. 5, Plate VIL., I presume was
designed to represent the buzzard. It was carved from lime-
stone, and is truthfully exhibited in the drawing. Limestone,
and the red granulated porphyry, are much unsed in the sculp-
ture of birds, of which no species now known in North Amer-
ica are left unrepresented, and among which some peculiar to
other countries appear. ‘

Among the many antique sculptured representations dis-
covered in the mounds, evidently dedicated to the luxury of
smoking, that of the toad or frog, is in no wise the least inter-

“esting to those that deem expression iri'scu]p'ture the’]eading

feature of admiration. In fig. 6, Plate VII, they will find a
faithful drawing, taken from a well-finished and choice speci-
men, in which there is something to amuse and much to ad-
mire. The knotted, rough, corrngated skin, the form of the
leg and toes, the expression of the eye and face, together with
the attitude of the body, are so true to nature, that if the
sculpture were Jying on the earth, partially covered by grass,
raoss, or leaves, the unsuspecting observer would be apt to rec-
ognise the living animal in -the effigy. Several of those
effigies have been found on or near the surface of the earth in
an unfinished condition, presenting lines and folds evidently
cut ‘with tools; -the marks of the implements used in chipping
and grooving,.are too clear to be reasonably mistaken ; they
are generally cut from blocks of pure limestone.
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CHAPTER XXXIV.

' EGYPTIAN POPULATION.

pery

THE evidences of an ancient and mixed population in
America, presented on the interior walls of caverns that
abound in the Atlantic states, and more abundantly in the
valley between the Blue mountains and the Alleganies, in
connection with those seen above the lower rapids of the Mis-
" sissippi, and in Kentucky and Indiana, when considered in
reference to the existence, manners, customs, and probable
causes of the final extinction of the mound-builders, become
. exceedingly {nteresting. Among those best known and -
thoroughly explored, Wilson’s' Cave, in Indiana, seems to
bave elicited most attention.as an antiqua)ian record. A
brief description of this I have plevmusly given, in connec-
tion with Cut G@, but will bere notice it in connection with ~
my views of the mixed races which I conclude anciently ex-
- isted in various portions of this continent.
The tokens of antiquity that most forcibly arrest the atten-
tion, are seen in the paintings and sculptured work on the
Walls, representing the sun in various stages of rise and de- ’
cline, the moon under various’ phases a serpent in the form
of a circle, with’its tail at considerable Jength down its throat
as though it were endeavoring to swallow itself, the viper with
wide distended jaws in the attitude of war with the scorpion,
the tongueless crocodile, the seven stars and the hydra ser-
_ pent apparently arranged in a detached group or cluster. On |
. the opposite wall, single- and alone, there is a huge monster, ‘
somewhat resembling the elephant. About twenty feet in the
rear of this figure, there is another much smaller and still”
more singular in configuration, with claws alike before and
behind, and with its mouth portrayed in the centfe of its
body, and in the act of feeding itself with its foot.
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There are also many other delineations less clearly defined,
interspersed throughout the cave, resembling the vulture, the
buzzard, the owl, the eagle, the dove, the quail, and others of -
the biped tribe, peculiar to tropical regions ; with the bear, the .
panther, the fox, and the sloth, and other tropical quadrupeds. -
There are also several representations of human figures with cos-
tumes resembling those anciently worn by Greeks and Romans.
This array of smonlal figures evxdent]y implies an ongmal
design, a key to Whlch I concaive is partially furnished in de-
posites entombed in the mounds, indicative of a reverential
regard for this singular cavern. In a critical examination of the
form of the sculptured pipes taken from the mounds, the work-
manship of which indicates the most exquisite sklll we - find
the identical configuration of each, and all the ﬁvmes seen in
this cave, except that of the huge monster, and more strange
nondescript. In their entombment, we recognise the rever-
ence of their former owners for tliis subterranéan sanctuary, -
and at once perceive many facts from which we are led to
aseribe the origin of these strange emblems to the Egyptians.
In 1795, at a place not very remote from this cavern,.in an-
other cavern in Kentucky, the catacomb peculiar to ancient

Egypt was discovered, containine bodies embalmed in as

great a state of perfection as was known in Egypt ini the days
of Abraham, eighteen hundred years before Christ. This art
being characteristic of that nation alone, sustains the conclu-
sion that, where it is found, its anthors once existed, notwith-
standnm their distant natlonal locality may seem to conflict
with the conclusion.

If Ptolemy, an Egyptian geographer Who ﬂourhhed about
two. thousand years ago, was able to give, as is stated by
Morse, a more modern geographer, a correct map of the island

’

of Ireland, a land equally remote from Egypt, is it not proba- - -

ble that America was known to the Egyptians? The Pheene-
cians who owe the art of navigation to the Egyptians, are said
to have discovered England fomteeen hundred years before
Christ, and their country lying east of the Mediterranean sea,
a voyage of nearly four thousand miles is required to reach-
that point. If they were able to perform such voyages more
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‘than three thousand years ago, is it not probable that the

Egyptians were familiarly acquainted with America at that,

‘and probably, at a much earlier era, especially as they are

known to have been a maritime and enterprising people?

The hydra serpent was also used in Egypt as a symbol to
convey the idea by. the presentation of one body with two
heads, that envy and malice were inseparable passions, the
viler passions being generally symbolized by venomous rep-.
tiles. The scorpion was the symbol of hatred, and the viper
of revenge.

Thus fdl we have reasons, through the known traditions of
the Egyptians and Indians, fxom which I claim for the
mound-builder of America genealovlcal déscent from remote
nations. '

The larger figures represented in the cave, and on the bluff-
rocks of the Mississippi, may have been peculiar to this con-
tinent. That animals of colossal stature once roamed through -
this valley, and have, with the mound-builders, become ex-
tinet, there can be no doubt; as we yet find their bones pre-
served by the salts of the ecarth in various places, and their
effigies portrayed in tumuli among the mounds. It accords
with the known customs of idolatrous nations, that in the
event of the existence of such an animal it should become an
object of worship, for we pel%eive, in the days of Job, when
the arts and sciences were flourishing in Egypt, that he
speaks of this or a similar animal, in connection with the
ways of God. “Behold Behemoth;, his strength is in his Joing,
he moveth his tail like a cedar, his bones are strong as bars
of iron; he is the chief of the ways of God;” but we have
other of those objects,.symbols known to have been used.by
the ancient Greeks to display the nature of the world, the at-
tributes of man, and the omnipotence of God. In t}xe early
days the E(ryptlans acquired a knowledge of nature that
rendered them eminently remarkable, and their historians in-
form us that their priests did not divulge their doctrines ex-
cept by the aid of signs and figurative emb]ems

Their mode was to discover to their. auditors the mysteries
of God and nature in hieroglyphics, and in the use of certain -
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visible shapes, and forms of creatures whose inclinations and
dispositions led to the knowledge of the truths designed to be -
tanght.  All their divinity and their plnlosophy was compre-

hemlcd and sretained through these ingenious symbols, and

figurative characters.

In ‘the comiion and 'ﬂmost universal use of the Pipe, an ob-
Jject so constantly before the vision when in use, an opportu-
nity was afforded in the same way, to inculcate doctrines in-
dicated by the shape of the pipe and precepts to be kept in
remembrance for ever. In the striking similitude existing De-
tween the general forms of sculptme, and painted émblems
in this cave and in Egypt, the ided-of identity in origin be-
comes almost irresistible; and these facts seem to lead to-the
-conclusion. that this cave was once used by the mound-.
builders as a sacred sanctuar ¥, and that at this point a colony
either from Egypt, or of Egyptian descent, at some era lhere
took up their abode. An examination of the theology of
Egypt and Greece becomes interesting in ‘copnection with
this cave.

The- sun, the most glorious of all visible objects, whose
image occupxes a prominent posxtxon and first attracting the
eye on entering this spacious cave, is represented in ]nstoxy
to have DLeen a God of those nations; and, with the mound-
builder, the great founfain of light rmd hte ‘was considered
worthy of universal adoration. The moon, the next most
beautiful object in creation, is historically fmd traditionally
acl\nowledved to have been worshipped as a smgbmdmate deity,
not only b) the ancient Greeks and Egyptians, but by the
mound-builders generally who occupied those regions. - This
is abundantly attested in the forms of those luminaries at
varions points heretofore noticed in the great. valley of the
Mississippi:

. The serpent in the form of an orb or circle, biting its tail,
or feeding upon itself, was ag‘wme used by the Gleeks and :
Efryptmns, to convey the idea of perpetnal mutation of
creation, and change of matter. The same figure was used
by the Greeks to demonstrate that phl]osoplnc'ﬂ idea tlat the
world feeds upon itself, receiving from itself continual sup-
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plies for renovation, and nourishment; and, again, the ser-
pent in the traditions of De-coo-dah is not only recognised on
and in earth, as an object of adoration, but is also represented
as ruling in conjunction with the moon, and consequently en-
titled to a place in the most holy sanctuaries of the ancient
American )
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CHAPTER XXXV.

EXTINCTION OF THE MOUND-BUILDERS.
.
WHILE there are but few subjects that have presented a
more extensive field for the investigation of the practi-
cal antiquarian, or the consideration of the ancient or modérn
historian, it is -nevertheless a fact, that neither have hereto-
fore bestowed the labor and thought essential to the acquisi-
tion of knowledge relative to the era, origin, or primitive use
of tumuli that abundantly abound in Asia, Africa, Europe,
and America, in great diversity of form and relative arrange-
ment, that T humbly conceive the subject morally merits.
The actual amount of labor bestowed on each continent
of the globe in the erection of earth-works, aside from other
considerations, evidently entitles them to.claim of pationality
and-origin more antique and mysterious than any other relic
known or noticed in literal history; and when we view the
complicated variety of relative arrangement in connection
with diversity of form, magnitude, and extent of tumuli, to-
gether with the simplicity of structure and material ap-
parently arranged with mathematical precision at many
points throughout the entire vale of the Mississippi in connec-
tion with the thousands of isolated works that seem to have
been erected without reference to any apparent or well-de-
fined. order in relative position, in the absence of all literal
record, I falter and almost fear to indulge. even the most ra-
tional conjecture relative to their identity of national origin.
While we behold the works of man 1nterspersed throuorh-

out portions of each habitable quarter of the globe, that past
time has failed to chronicle, indicative of a populatlon nu-
merically dense, with physical energy equal to the construe-
tion of artificial mounds of colossal magnitude and symmetri-
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cal form, perched on the summit of the lofty hill, or profusely
spread abroad on the undulating plain, in connection with
the earthen wall enclosing vast areas that have battled with
the wash, the wear, and the ravages of time through ages and
eras buried in oblivion, or totally lost in the continuous mu-
tation of matter and mind, save and except.the passing notice
of the inspired historian, who declares that there was a time
when the whole earth was full of wickedness; this declara-
tion fairly implies density of population, and the almost utter

extermination of that people, accounts for the absence of-

knowledge relative to data of otigin, or use of the mounds.

Bat the first work of Noah after leaving the ark, is declared
to have been the erection of an altar, on which to offer sacri-
fice unto the Lord, and most rauona]ly sanctxo,ns the conclu-
sion, that the earthen mound had ifs or igin with the antedilu-
‘wans of whom we know but little, noththstandmg they
filled an era of time sufﬁclent]y long to enable them to people

the whole earth, and in their exp'msxon carried ‘with them a

tustom that bears record, not only of their actual existence

on every quarter of the globe, but sustains the declarations of-

the holy men of old, that spake as the spirit gave.them utter-
ance.

GEOLOGICAL EXTINCTION.

In the investigation of a complication of causes, in the total
annihilation of the mound-builders in America, I shall first no-
tice the evidences of geological convalsion, in connection with
the ravages of pestilence naturally growing out of the same;
and, secondly, the amalgamation of colors and races of men
in connection with physical degeneration.

It is everywhere evident that this earth has undergone
_ many geological changes that have materially interrupted its
surface ; and some of those interruptions having-occurred in

remote .eras, and distant localities, may have cauxed in their
- consequences, the total extinction of all animated matter
within their influence. There is probably no portion of the

. globe that verifies this presumption in its present geological

formation more than that lying east ot the Allegany moun-
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taing in North America, extending to the West India islands.
But I only design noticing in this connection, such changes
as are sustained by evidences that are tangible, and stand in-
separably connected with the total extinction of the mound-
builders east of the Blue mountains, running south from the
state of New York to the Curolinas. It is abundantly evi-
dent that this portion of North America, has at somne era
been entirely submerged in water, in the deposites of shells,
fossil, and marine substances, and that this submersion has
occmred since the Noachian deluge, is equally evident in the
arrangement and geological formation of the conntry. On ex-
amination it is everywhere evident that the Blue Ridge pre-
gents, in its formation, a general mass of disorganized matter,
not lying in regularly. crystallized strata, such as are found
in the adjacent low-lands, being formed and composed of de-
tached blocks of rock of various magnitudes imbedded in clay,
mingled in many places with vegetable mould; from these
and other corresponding circumstances, we are led to the con-

"clusion, that at some unknown era in time, it was, by one grand

convulsive effort, extending from one end tothe other, hove up

from the depths beneath, and thus formed a barrier, or moun-

tain dam, to all the waters flowing from the eastem slopes of
the Allegany mountain. When we attentively examine the
land embraced.in this territory, we readily perceive that this
entire chainzof mountains, forming the Blue Ridge, runs. in a
transverse ducctxon to the pnncxpal rivers flowing east to the
Atlantic ocean, such as the James river, Putomac Susque-
bannah, De]a.wale, and others, all of “hlch present evidence

- of rupture in their passage throngh the Blue Ridge. But the

example that has heretofore attracted most attention, is seen
in the Potomac near its junction with the Shenandoah. ITere
the eye is greeted in apploaclmm this spot from the east, with
a prospect tuﬂy sublime in yiew of a tremendous mountain
rampart, towering to the height of a thousand feet, with a

- grand Dbreaclr: from the top to the bottom, of about three

quarters of a mlle in width, through which the victorions Po-
tomac now runs. On both s:des of the chasin, trees and
shrubs- have taken root among the rocks, and partly conceal
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some of the evidences of rupture; on thie right hand side,
Lowever, gbout two thirds of the way up, a large perpendicu-
lar surface remains bare, and plainly displays traces of an-
cient union, with buge blocks of gray quartz that by the im-
petuous flood have been rolled several miles down the stream,
where they yet remain as testimonials of convulsion. The
corresponding heights of the -mountain on either s@g__pf the
chasm, the identity of strata of .given heights, and othér cir-
cumstances, afford abundant evidence that this place once
formed a mountain dam, that obstructed the onward passage
of the Totomac as it now runs, consequently a lake” above of
great extent must bave been the result. From the lines or
" grooves in'the rock that’curve precipitately downward on the
eastern side of the mountain, I presume that a leading issue
from the lake existed, long anterior to. the final demohtxon of
the mountain at this point and that falls such as Niagara now
presen’ts a similitude in miniature, filled the smroundmg Te-
gions with the rumbling roar of’ troubled waters, g
This conclusion is not only warranted in the evidence pre-

sented-on the spot, but is amply sustained in the fact, that at -

various other points along the mountain, its eastern declivities
present at their lowest summits, traces of running water, curving
precipitately downward, where smaller issues presented falls
of a magnificent grandeur, that once marked the scenery of
pnmeval landscape with transcendent splendor. Snigger’s
Gap, in Loudon county, Va., furnishes a striking’ example to
this point, and plainly dxsp]a}s the ancient marks of running

water from summit to base, that flowed over the summitin a
shallow_sheet of about twenty poles in width, concentrating in
a narrow volume as it descended, cutting an irregular chan—
nel through quartz and clay to the 1ower level, whexe in ser-
pentine t1a11 it coiled along to its issue into the Potomac at
the present conﬁuence of Goose creek. " This conclusion is not
only sustained by the- evidence presented at the issne from
the lake, and the apparent surface channel, but is further at-
tested in the fact that By digging in this channel at various
depths, from four to fomteen feel‘, water-washed pebbles re-
sembling those found in the beds of all the adjacent streams
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appear, in a regularly-formed stlatum from _the udve to
Goose creek.

At various other places along the mountain, similar evi-
dence is presented at points where no living water may now
be seen, where by digging in rayines diverging from the
lowest gap summits, regular beds of gravel, petrified shells,
and water-washed rocks appear. , Brock’s Gap presents an ex-
ample to the point, where theed of an ancient stream may
be traced to its junction with|/James river. - This river also

.presents evidence of an ancient issue from the lake, previous to

the final demolition of its barrier, where falls less magnificent
than those of the Potomac appeared, that filled the adj jacent
mountain-ravines with an eternal requiem in rumbling echoes

- from the impetuous cataract.

It is also evident that the country lying between the Blue-

~ Ridge and the ocean wassectionally interrupted in the forma-

tion of the mountain, or at some subsequent period, in the

- appearance of other smaller mountains similar in formation,

some of which also present the appearance of having fonmed
small lakes. The Short bill in the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry
is one to the point. This little mountain of abott sixteen
miles in length, running parallel with the Blue Ridge, from
three to five miles distant, presents in the valley between a
superficial basin, that is deepest about five miles from the
southern terminus of the hill, and at that point presents evi-

-dence of a breach in miniature, similar to that seen at Har-

per’s: Ferry, that finally drained the little lake; and in the
chasm now appeals the antiquated- lookmo' httle village of
Hillsborough. ’

That the valley lying between the ridge and Allegany
mountain formmg the basin of the great lake, was also sec-
tionally interrupted, is equally evident in the appearance of
several basins detached from the great4ake by intervening
highlands bordering along the unbroker*ehain of A]legames,
that also present issues as aforesaid ; while at various other

points along the present channel of the Shenandoah, there are
‘many signs of subsequent interruption of primitive formation
seen in the disorganization of various strata of crystallized rock,
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that have been forced from the depths beneath to the surface ;
a striking example to this point appears on the western shore

of the Shenandoah opposite the Shannondale Springs, where a -

stratum of very hard rocks seems to have heen thrown to the
surface without an entire disembodiment of the same, and
presents an apparent semicirenlar formation, in a crushed or
broken condition, re-embodied by subsequent crystallization ;
also along the channel of the Oppequan creek that traces the
liné of limestone formation on the east, separating it from a
slate formation on the west side of that stream with singular
accuracy for many miles along the margin, and in the bed of
this stream where the force of convulsion seems to have acted
with greatest effect in the upheaving of the adjacent bigh-
land the slate formation, in many places, runs in strata per-
pendicularly down to the depth of many feet in well-defined

sheets lying edgewise, side by.side, indicating the crashing-

union of a closing crater that seems to have been thrown
‘open between the slate and Jimestone formations. The de-
posite of fossil and petrified shells frequently found many
feet beneath the surface of the earth, is also indicative of an
upheaving interruption at the time the.great lake occupied
the surface that buried those shells and other remains now
seen in fossil deep in the bowels of the earth; from these and
other corresponding evidences, I conclude that a dounbt can
scarcely be indulged relative to the former existence of this
great lake, and it only remains for us to show how it disap.

peared, and in what manner it was productive of cause eqnal -

to the extinction of any considerable number of the mound-
builders. : A .

Having advanced some of the ideas that sustained my
opinion relative to the formation and ancient existence of the
lake, or inland sea, that covered the bosom of this great
vale, then the elysium of "the lake serpent, and the home of
the -finny tribes, that, through the reign of eternal rhutation,
Las now become the happy abode of millions of intelligent
beings, I may proceed with a detail of my views relative to
the canse of mutation, the consequent result in eonncetion
with the extinction of the mound-builder.




318 ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES, -

I suppose that the country lying between the Blue Ridge
and the ocean, at the time the waters were held back, was
susceptible of tenure, and presented in'its salubrious clime
and fertile soil, a temptation to occupancy that would scarcely
be resisted by any European nation, and its contiguity to the
West Indian islands would .render its discovery almost cer-
tain from that source ; and if, however, it may not have been
discovered from that source, a voyage across the lake would
have rendered its discovery easy and certain to the mound-
builders, by whom it may, or may not have been colonized.
Inasmuch as I bave no certain data, from which I may
clearly infér occupancy by them, I may only notice the cir--
cumstances favoring such a state of things, in connection with
the complication of causes, that combmed in their ﬁnal ex-
tmctlon . A
- I suppose the ‘mountain barrier that gave rise to the lake
to have remained an unbroken chain for many ages; for it is
evident that it would require the lapse of centuries, from the
‘apparent sources to consummate the complete filling of this .
great reservoir, especially when we consider the immense
number of subterranean outlets that abound under the title of
caves, and sink holes, throughout the entire extent of the
Jimestone formation that predominates from one end of the
basin to the other, bearing the impress of running water in
well-defined lines and” grooves on the surface of the rock to
depths unknown. Dyer’s Cave, in Hardy county, Va. (see
cut EE), is situated several hundred feet above the bed of Lost
river, the nearest adjacent stream of living water, in this
cave, to the depth of several hundred feet, at various points
the indications of 11mmng water are clearly defined, and at
many places where the issue contracts, the whirl of water has
opened crevices. and formed chambers as portrayed in the
drawing that renders exploxatlon somewhat difficult to those
unacquamted with the various windings of this interesting
subterranean issue, the full extent of wlnch in consequence of
" the damps below, can never‘be thoxotwlﬂy known; but the
frequent occurrence of such issnes, must have reta:ded
the final filling up of the great basin, and afforded ample
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time to the ndae to settle and attain density suﬂiclent to

withstand the w ash and pressure of the water, until finally a
second convulsion extending from one end of the mountain to
the other, causing the mountain to give way at those points,
rendered wedkex by the previous wash and wear of the
water that left the confines of the lake at the points whence
now issue, the James river, the Potomac, Susquehannah,
~ Schuylkill, Delaware, and Hudson rivers. Now if we admit
those several issues to have been thrown open at one and the
game time, impelled by a head of several bundred feet, noth-
ing can be more reasonable than that the entire submersion
" of the lower countr y followed in quick succession, sweeping
with the besom of destruction, man with all his works. This
idea, although it may appear somewhat chimerical, is never-
theless strengthened in_the examination of the facts in con-
nection. In the vicinity of Williamsburg, in Virginiz, was
discovered by a planter in digging a dxtch, about five feet be-
low the surface, a considel’able portion of the skeleton of a
whale ; several fragments of ribs, and other parts sufficiently
perfect to warrant identification with the whole of the verte-

bree, or back-bone, in the natural order of arrangement, and,.

but little impaired in form. This skeleton was discovered
two miles from James river, and sixty from the ocean, of
which the whale is believed to be exclusively an inhabitant,
- and was never known to exist in fresh-water lakes or inland
seas; I, therefore, conclude, that the former presence of the
ocean is distinetly marked here in the presence of its mam-
moth occupant, otherwise a very important query is pre-
sented, at what era, and by what means, was this monster en-
abled to avail itself of the position it here occupies? But if
we admit the mountain barrier to have instantaneously given
way, as previously noticed, nothing can be more rational
than that the Atlantic and the lake met on this lower level,
and the influx of the tide in rolling the water back, Wonld
give, at high ebb, sufficient depth to enable a pioneering
whale to reach that point, and in the reflux of the tide be.left
to flounder and die in the mud; and, in after-time, as the
water receded, his bones weré buried in the sediment brought

§ it
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down in the final draining of the lake, and kept back by the
influx bf the tide until it was finally covered with vegetable
mould, gnd preserved by the salts of the sea- xetamed in the
sedxmen\t of entombment. This conclusion is further sus-
tained in\the additional fact, that ‘in digging or boring at va-
rious othea points along thxs coast, black mud mmgled with
osier, and {he remains of trees flom ten to fifty feet below the
present sur‘face yet appear, which fact also sustains the con-
clusion, ’chat -the country lying between the ridge and the

ocean, was, at the time of the snbmersion, coveled with vege-

table matter,,much of which was also held back by the txde,
until its mcr\aased gravity sunk it to the bottom where we
now find it en’tombed beneath a heavy coat of sediment, cov-
ered as aforesaid with vegetable mould. The ancient exist-
ence of this lake is so well defined in boundary, and so clearly
sustained in the fossil remains and marine deposites remote
from the ocean, that it is scarcely possible that I may be de-
ceived in regard to its former existence. There is, probably, -
no babltable portion of North America embracing so large'an

.area, that is so thoroughly destitute of ealthen or other ,

remains indicative of an exceedingly ancient population.
From this fact, I infer that the draining of this lake occurred
more recently than others, that more anciently submerged

"the country bordering the Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee

rivers, all of which present analogous features, and were
drained at eras sufficiently remote to admit of a dense popu-
Jation that swarmed in countless millions west of the Allegany
to the Pacific ocean, as their works evidently indicate. The

" Allegany mountains could never have formed a barrier to

emigration with a people whose energy, ambition, and inde-
fatigable industry, in the erection of tumali, has checkered
the plains, and dotted the mountains, from Labradoer to Mexi-
co. The conclusion becomes -irresistible, that the beautiful

valley between the Allegany and the Blue-Ridge, was not

tenantable in the days of their glory. But the draining of this
valley may have done its work in the extinction of the mound-
builders west and east, if perchance any may have survived

the supposed deluge. For it is evident, that, after the great
. R n
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body of the water passed off throngh the issmes thus made,
there would not only remain many pools of water which would
soon become stagnant in the death and decomposition of the
remaining animal matter, but the greater portion of the sur-
face contamed in the great reservoir would be covered with
mud, which when exposed to the action of the sun’s rays, would
soon be clothed with the most luxuriant growth, and greatest
variety of vegetable matter, the decomposition of which,
with the nauseous effluvia arising from the stagnant ponds,
and such malaria wafted -on the bosom of every wind;, would
leave in its wake disease and death on every side to an un-
known extent. And to this cause we may reasonably attribute
the total extinction of the human family over a vast area of
country, while other causes, in other reglons, may have
produced similar results; among which, I imagine, physical
degeneration eno'endered in the transgression of  the laws of
nature, has done its work among the mound- bmlders, as it is
represented to have done in the antediluvian world.
I .am not, however, of the opinion that the antedxluvmn‘
- origin of tumuli necessarily involves the belief \that the
mounds that now appear on the globe were constructed by
. the antediluvians beyond the families of Noah in. a‘ny‘ part
of the earth, but that many of those that yet remain in Asia
were erected by the immediate descendants of the families
- of Noah, I bave but little doubt; and that many have been
destroyed in Europe and Amemca by geo]oo'\cal convulsxgms
of nature at different eras, is equally evident in the absence

of earth-works at varions points where the evidences of the .

most recent geological convulsions abound most, and in
- the abundance of tnmuli in all regions where the evidence of :
convulsion is least apparent. And it is a well-established
fact, known to those familiar with the subject, that in the re-
gions that are most mountainous on each continent of the globe
tumuli is most rare and seldom seen, except in regions where
the more recent submersion and draining of the earth has oc-
curred, leaving a sediment or soil congenial to the most luxu-»
- 21

o A B AR e B S A Ea R AR 8



!
i
1
i

: 322- ‘ ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES,

riant growth of vegetation, inviting in former ,ages as at pres-
ent, the agriculturist of every clime, until density of popu-
la.tlon, and pride of dominion, gave birth to many monumen-
tal and hieroglyphical memorials. = This cenclusion is sus-
tained in the abundance of tumuli that yet appear through-
out the entire vale of the Ohio river and its tributaries, which I
Suppose was once the seat of stationary water, forming an
immense la.keL the sediment of which gave fer txhty to a vast
domain. .
The draining of thls great reservoir I suppose occurred at an
era long since lost in the lapse of time, and long prior to the
draining of-the great vale east of the A]legany mountains.
And I account for its superior fertility in the general flatness

" of the surface of the earth on which it reste(w and of that

over which-it flowed from its general outlet to the gulf of
Mexico; having but one general outlet, the- dn"ammg must
necessam]y have been exceedingly slow and the dranght
being light, much sediment that would othermse thave passed
to the ocean, was left to fertilize the plain. - Not : so, however,
with the great lake east of the Allegany mountains ; its near
proximity to the ocean, in connection with its mcleased num-
ber of issues flowing at all points over an 1%chned plam,

gave an additional draught that consequently removed much

.. of the sediment that would otherwise have fertilizé‘d the east-

ern vale, the lighter particles of which coming in contact with
the tide of the ocean, were deposited at remote pomts leaving
the heavier partlcles to mingle with the primitive alluvmns

"of the plain. And thus we discover a sandy surface covering

an alluvion several feet below the present surf‘aL”on most of
the flats that abound along our Atlantic seashore from New
York to the Carolinas, while no such formation has .lyet been
discovered west of the Blue mountains, and east' ‘of the.
Allegames.
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CHAPTER XXXV

NATIONAL DEGEN ERA.TION..

I SUPPOSE the origin of color in the human complexion to '

have emanated from the exercise of an arbitrary power
. wielded by the Creator, in the preparation of a people physi-
cally adapted to the present organization of the earth, in which
his capacity and sovereignty, as governor of the earth, are not-
only made known, but his supreme wisdom and infinite good--
ness are clearly set forth ; inasmuch as the same physical con--
stitution suited to the torrid or tempexate zone could not com--
fortably exist in the colder regxons of higher latitudes north
and south of the equator.

And I sappose this power was first exercised in the famxly‘
of Adam ; and, secondly, in the family of Noah; and' that
the Creator in drawing a line of distinction in the family of
Adam between the descendants of Cain and those of his
brethren, not only changed the color of his skin, but also that
of his ph)ﬂlcal form and ferocious nature. And that the
color, notwithstanding it was a fast and fixed color, When im-
pressed in its purity, was, nevertheless subject to the general
code of fixed and immutable laws, that give and regulate

" variety, in the general order of nature, and was designed in’

the omniscience of Deity, to remain in existence with all anj-+

mate nature; and thus prepare a partner for the subject of -
the secondary exercise of the same power in the family of-
Noah, preparatory to the ushering in of a second era. 'And thus’
the descent of all nations from one blood (that blood being:
subject to the same law that governs universal variety), be-’
comes reconcilable in the universal order of nature. As it is-
found that no lapse of time, change of diet, country, or-

climate, can possibly remove the leopard’s spots, or change thef-—'———’“‘
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Ethiopian’s slldn; neither bas the lapse -of ages yet Leen

-~ known to change a~white man, or his posterity, to the shape

or color of an African. Although the hottest rays of the
burning clime of Lybia, may have scorched him, or his pos-
terity, through many ages, and its soil have fed them on .
roots and berries, they still retain the primitive characteristics
of their nature, as attested by Morse, the geographer, who as- .
serts that-on the eastern coast of Africa, in latitude five degrees
north, are found the glossy black, red, and white inhabitdnts,
all speaking the same langunage, which is Arabic, living on
‘the same diet, and professing the same religion, which ia
‘Mohammedan, and all living within the Maggadoxy kingdom.

These people having inhabited in pational union for many
ages this particular portion of the globe, and there yet being
some among them that 1etamed in original purity their primi-
tive complexxon, would seem to furnish evidence that food.
and climate have little to do in the production of pure com-
plexion; and Procopius, a Greek lhistorian of the sixth cen-
tary, speaks of a people with fair and ruddy countenances,
and yellow hair, that dwelt far within the deserts of Lybia,
in Africa. And Doctor Shaw, of the seventeenth centary, in
his antiquarian researches, speaks of the same people, oecu-
pyingzthe same region which is in latitude ten to twelve.

‘south, and as retaining their fair complexion and yellow hair,
notwithstanding a ]apse of twelve hundred years transpired
between these historians.

It is granted, however, that a white man and his. posterity -
will tan very dark by the heat of the sun; but I presume it
never can, as it never has, materially altexed the shape of his-
face, or the quality of his hair, when his blood remained nn-
mixed with that of the dalker shades of the human family.
Nor do I suppose that power in the decomposition of food
exists in the human stomach of sufficient foree to overturn the.
deep foundation of causes established in the germ of being by
the Creator. Nor can the mere circumstance of what a man
may eat, or where he may charnce to bneathe,,ﬁerange the-
econemy of first principles. _

Isuhscube to this doctrine becanse it iz sxmple and nato-
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ral —the very way in which the great Author of creatioh
works, by first fixing immutable principles in nature, that
through those principles nature may work. As by giving
gravitation to motion, the worlds are kept in their places; by
giving variations to fire, it breathes through all matter, ex-
-pands vegetation, gives motion to the air, and liquency to the
waters of the globe ; were it not for this, all fluids that, now
move over the earth in springs, brooks, rivers, or oceans, or
pass® through the earth, or circulate through the pores of
trees, and herbage, together with all animal fluids of life,
would stand still and become one universal mass of death.
And thus I conceive that in the general order of nature,
whatever is, is right; and that each, and every transgres-
sion of that order incurs, eitber directly or indirectly, the
penalty of deatb. Thus I apprehend that an unnatural amal-
gamation of distinct races bad much to do with the extine-
tion of the mound-builders, and that the same drama is in re-
action at the present time in the same regions on this con-
tinent, that if persisted in, will ultimately result in the same
consequences.

Wherever we turn our attention to the fized principles of -

variety, inherent in the procreative germs of nature in the
gmimal and vegetable kingdoms, we at once discover a pre-
. disposition in such as in the order of nature may exist in
physical union to amalgamation. ’
Experience teaches the agriculturist that wherever be
plants several varieties of potatoes together, or adjacent to
- each other, that a commmghng of specxes is the invariable con-
sequence; the same result is bad in the mingling of vines,
and various kinds of grain, and in the amalgamation of vege-
. table matter, an inferior article is generally obtained, and a
continuons amalgamation of a few years’ duration engenders
disease, and destroys the procreative germ of each. DBut cul-
tivate each species remote from each other, and a healthful
purity remains unimpaired for ages. The same result is had
in engrafting fruit;. cut away a large portion of the branches
of a thrifty trunk, and engraft a differentkind, and it may
flourish and bear bounteously for a few seasons, and then
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languishes and dies, while the native crab of the forest, un-
molested, retaing its verdure for centuries. In the amalga-
tion of fow]s apparently of the same species and genelalv
physical form, that may only be distinguished in their pe-
culiar habits and variety of color, procreation ceases with the
first transgression, such as_the wi!d‘ and the tame turkey, tho
wild and tame goose, &c. The same result is had in the
amalgamation of the horse and the ass. And I remark in the
amalgamation of the white man and negro, the unmistakable
lmoads of physical degeneration; both in punty not unfre-
quently live out the good old age of zthreescore and ten,
while the mulatto or mixed races rarely survive their three-
score years. The negro in his purity is everywhere known
to be more prolific than the white and red races, while the
mixed race is universally known to be less prolific than either
the white or black. From personal observation, in connec-
“tion with the facts presented, I infer that a prolonged indul-
gence in the intermixture of the white and black races must
eventually terminate in the total extinction of beth. And
the local position of Ainerica in reference to regions congenial
to the nature of each, and its contiguity to continents adapted
to t?e color and constitution of both, render it highly proba-
‘blet that mtematwnal intercourse ancxently existed on this
continent. :

And this conclusion gathers additional force in the fact that

at the present time, the world is again appar ently swarming,
and Ametica is hiving the surplus, and thus rapidly con-
grevatmor together all the materials of national combustion,
in the concentration of different manners, and customs poht1~
cal creeds, and conflicting theological mtex ests, all stmwglmg
for supremacy in the exercise of their own physical means.
If we roll this state of things back to the imaginary darker
. ages of the world, they are immediately stripped of all the
robes of chimera, physical degeneration becomes reasonable,
"and total extinction assumes the atntude of sovereign reality
among the mound builders.
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