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a relative helps them from time to

time by irregular doles, just suflicient
to ’keep them alive and no more
Two or three of them have died.
One man who broke his leg was
stolen out of the ruin and taken to
the poorhouse hospital, where he
received a little humane treatment
before he expired. Another died a
horrible death, in a damp hole in the
underground story. They said he
was eaten by rats. No efforts would
induce him to leave his lair. And
the end came on him suddenly. But
I am making you sick—'

“No ; I have heard it all before. 1
am thinking of that poor Miss Mave.
She, I think, can have had no harm
in her. What did she mean by
shrieking in her pain for Arthux
Desmond ?

She had felt herself coming to
this. She wanted to hear Somerled's
account of the disaster on Aura

“There you touch upon a special
tragedy, and I think you have had
enough of that for today. Cannot
we talk about something pleasanter,
even if it be more prosaic ? Are you
getting good prices for your butter ?
Will you promise to let me know if

you suspect that any one is cheating
you ?
side, for we are honest folks in the

glens, as a rule. Is there anything

I mean the tradespeople out

wanting, in or out of your farmhouse,
that I can get for you ?

"] dare say there are many things,
but at present I only want to know
about that special tragedy. 1 am
interested in the woman I have been
visiting ?
"I do not

respectable then

And good

I cannot sy r to that

Not afte the account you have
given of the t 1 just now I
think v ke a bet of a yellow
lily out of mder pool—that it was
Luke Adare who whispered away
Desmonds good name.

‘But Roderick Fingall was killed
by him

‘ Might it not be that he had fallen
from the cliffs

“Hardly., I am afraid you will
have to give up your hero. Desmond
from all I have heard was a passion
ate and grasping fellow He was too
well treated, inasmuch as the thing
was allowed to slide, and he got off
to America. I hope. for the sake of
the interest you take in his case, that
he fared there better than he de
served—"

Bawn had risen up; her eyes
flashed, her lips opened to speak
then she abruptly turned away and
struggled to recollect herself.

What a woman to love a man and
gtand by him!" tought Rory. “Well,
if I have no other rival than this
poor red-handed ghost, | will e'en try
to be patient and bide my time

And then he watched her as she
walked a little apart from him, skirt
ing the edge of the nearest pool,

with a look on her face which he

could not fathom. As the linen of
her dress stirred in the breeze about
her shoulders and feet, he thought
her perfect enough in form to person
a goddess—Demeter's daughter
sh anda fal 1 1 fitly
Demeter ing t col
to 1

of humanity whom now

3 reen and pity, lo I
hideous ruin has been
the ground ['his uncann
mayv o1 day be a sing g grove, and
people will wonder that human
tribulation could ever have har
boured in it I grant vou the sym
pathy all the same, though, for I have
often thought it is that sympathy
with us, that experience which has
enriched without blighting, which
gives Nature her mysterious influ
ence over the soul of man

here was again a long silence of
some minutes, during which Bawn
was thinking of her father's good
name, swept away for ever with those
ruins, while the birds sang, and
children shouted, and the Hollow
bloomed. Presently she said

Is it not believed that Mave Adare
was convinced of Desmond's guilt,
like the rest ?

Certainly she proved it by her
action. She never raised her voice
in his defence, so far as 1 have
heard.

“Well, then, in the course of years
she has changed her mind

“"How 80 ?

Today she said a few words that
carried this conviction to me. She
cried out Go away, Luke. and let
me speak to him! Let him touch
me with his finger and the pain will
be cured! Was it not a remarkable
aAppeal, impossible if she believed

him to be a murdere: It is rather

i
like a Catholic's desire for the touch
of a marty:

*You think she
marovi

What do vo

I'hat she is ¢
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But | indulge i 1 travagance
a herd ] X not give any
explanatic 1 presence there
Rory, she thought t said enough
But Manon was mng attendin
to her. She
Sorley bLoy.

'Oh ! what ¢ aut g she

exclaimed. 1 i ull, S yours

I know, for \ 1 it with you.
[ am going to ask you to give it to
me for my own

“"He is longer mine, said
Fingall, smiling ; "I have given him
to Miss Ingram. Ie looks after cows
and sheep even better than his
mistress,

“Oh! but I am sure another dog
will do as well for that, and I have
taken a fancy to this one Miss
Ingram will give him to me, of course,
if you wish it,

It was her little way of snubbing
Bawn. She thought her host could
not, even for politeness’ sake, refuse
wything to a guest in h house.
Here would be a triumph, however
little it might real nean

‘Can't be done d Rory gquiet

I'he fellow would bite any one wl

10
attempted the transfer will
you a dog, if vou w
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