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MR. LEE BEAUPRE, Sec­
retary of the Norfolk Bee- 
Keepers’ Association, cal­

led upon us while in attendance 
»t the Brant District Convention, 
and asked us to announce a very 
important point, which we have 
hitherto overlooked. That is, that 
bee-keepers can secure member­
ship in their own local association 
by the payment of one dollar, part 
of which is sent to the Secretary 
of- the Ontario Bee-Keepers’ 
Association, which gives them 
membership in this also, and 
in addition they receive the 
Canadian Bee Journal. It would 
be well therefore that all should 

I connect themselves with their 
I local association first, as it is 
important that these associations 

I be maintained. They are doing 
a good work, especially in supply­
ing statistics to the Government. 
It also swells the membership of 
the Ontario Association, and 

I entitles them to the C.B.J.as well. 
I Thus all three are benefited by 
Ithe payment of one dollar.

Mr. John L. Grosgean of Coburg : 
|"The C.B.J. is greatly improved 
(under your guidance. McEvoy’s 
.system (page 20) is worth to me 

(more than I ever paid for the 
paper. I have taken it from the 

art. But you should give the 
ee-keepers the right view on 

|foul brood. There is none in

east part of Ontario. There has 
been no foul brood found east of 
Northumberland County, with the 
exception of a few hives, and that 
was found to have been shipped 
in from the west.” We are glad 
to learn that you find the C.B.J. 
improved and of assistance to 
you. We are all indebted to Mr. 
McEvoy for the article on page 
20. He has given us a very 
valuable method of manipulating 
our bees. Big results will follow 
his method. We do not quite 
understand your expression about 
foul brood. Our whole desire is to 
give the right view on everything. 
But in this matter, as in every­
thing else, men’s opinions differ 
widely. Some think foul brood 
is bad—very bad ; others do not 
think so. Some judge the con­
ditions of the whole country by 
the condition of some district. If 
our readers would write to us, 
stating the conditions in their 
own counties, we would then be 
able to present the “ right view,” 
without conjecture or guess-work. 
We believe also this would aid 
very much the work of the inspec­
tors. It is the desire of all of us 
to get at the facts, that the 
ravages of the disease may be 
lessened.

• • •

The visit of Mr. Aspinwall to 
the Brant District Convention was 
a distinct feature of the meeting. 
K<y is chuck full of bee lore, and
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dispensed it very liberally. Many 
valuable hints were obtained 
from him. President Miller, of 
the O.B.K.A., was also present. 
His paper appears in another 
column. Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Lang, of St. Thomas, Wm. 
M'Evoy and Mr. Sibbald.werealso 
present, and added much to the 
interest of the proceedings. Mr. 
Anguish of London, whose 
“ Dont’s ” appear in another 
column, “ brought down the 
house.” He dealt out some hard 
knocks, even the writer not escap­
ing. Had he not been such a 
“big” fellow, there might have 
been something doing. We will 
forgive him this time, however, 
but we wish to say advisedly 
“don’t ” do it again !

• * *

By the time the next issue of 
the C.B.J reaches its readers 
March shall have been far ad­
vanced. Bees wintered in the 
cellar will be on the point of 
being removed. As the first of 
April approaches the desire takes 
hold of us to know how our bees 
have wintered; and what is best 
to do to bring them over that 
critical period with a minimum 
of “ spring dwindling.” In antici­
pation of this we would like to 
have a simposium for our March 
issue on the subject of “Spring 
Management.” A short letter 
from a large number would prove 
most interesting and valuable, 
and would come just at that time 
of the year when most needed. 
The advice and opinion of a 
number of our readers who have 
strong views — and perhaps 
stronger experience—upon this 
problem might greatly assist

many who are in need of it. Not 
more than about 200 words need 
be written. If there are any who 
would like to deal with this sub­
ject more fully, well and good. 
If you should have only a few 
words to write, let us have it. If 
it expresses but one good thought, 
send it along. Now, how many 
will avail themselves of this 
invitation ?

In conversation with Mr. 
Aspinwall, when in the city 
recently, we asked him how he 
wintered his bees. He replied: 
“Outside. No cellar wintering 
for me.”

* • e

Mr. Angus F. McLellan, Mille 
Rocks, Ont , sends us the amount 
of his subscription, and says:— 
"I trust vou will always have a 
plentiful supply of good, practical 
Canadian articles, leaving all 
such visionary theories as the 
latest two-queen fad where they 
belong. I think if we can get our 
colonies so strong in spring or 
early summer that they can attend 
to all the eggs a good queen can 
lay, we will have made a great 
advance. In one thing we are 
behind you up there; we have 
never heard of foul brood down 
this way ” [We congratulate you, 
friend McLellan, on your good 
fortune in having no foul brood 
in your section. We hope that 
you may continue to keep it so. 
In reference to the supply of good 
Canadian articles, we can assure 
you that is just what we want, 
and trust that you as well as many 
others will aid us to attain that 
end. The majority of bee-keepers 
will do well to let the two-queen
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plan alone. Not sufficient is 
known of it yet to warrant its 
general application. We fear 
many would do themselves injury 
rather than good by trying it. 
But at the same time we must not 
cry down or discourage the 
experimenter. It is he who gives 
us new ideas, and sometimes dis­
covers entirely new principles 
and methods. We can to-day 
see many things in successful 
operation whose discoverers were 
laughed at as mad men. When 
Bell said he could talk over the 
wire, he was treated as a joker ; 
but he succeeded If someone 
had then said, “ I can go him one 
better, I can devise means whereby 
1 can take long distances without 
wires !” we would surely have said 
this man* was crazy. We think 
Ithere is much to be discovered 
|vet in the scientific handling of 
|bees. Therefore let us greet the 
irogressive experimenter with 
ympathetic encouragement. We 
eed not follow him until he 
as successfuly demonstrated 
is idea.]

A Cenfidential Talk With Our 
Readers.

During the past four months we 
uve been sending the Journal to a 
|arge number of bee-keepers who were 
lot on our subscription list. This was 
lone for the purpose of introducing 
|he Journal to them. Some got angry 

id thought that we were trying to 
irce the Journal upon them, and 
rould ultimately charge them for it. 
lia was not the case. Our desire 

ns to advertise it, and let the bee- 
jeepers have a chance of deciding 
rhether or not it would be worth the 

iney to them. There are about five 
msand persons in Canada keeping

l.eea, and we believe a large number 
of these people could be induced to 
subscribe for the Journal if they were 
introduced to it. It is these whose 
addresses we are anxious to get. With 
this issue we have cut off all those to 
whom we have been sending it free 
during the last four months. We are 
also cutting off all who are in arrears. 
We have written to a number whp 
are backward, offering them a fair 
compromise to settle. Many have not 
replied. Hereafter this Journal will 
be sent only to those who have paid 
up. If it should happen that some 
feel aggrieved at this, we hope that 
they will not get angry, but write us 
plainly what is in their minds, and 
they will And us only too willing to 
meet their wishes. There may be errors 
in our subscrintion list. If there are, 
we have no way of discovering it un­
less you write us. If the Journal fails 
to reach any of those who have paid 
up, rest assured it will be the result 
of error in the mailing, or the fault of 
the Post Office. The one thing that 
we would impress upon you *« this: 
Do not get angry with us, and con­
clude that we are trying to treat you 
unfairly. Write us, giving us your 
whole point of view, and you will dis­
cover how good-natured we are, and 
how earnestly we desire to have you 
as our friends. During this year we 
will endeavor to add to our list five 
hundred names. We must d, it if the 
Journal is to live. Will you help us? 
Ask your neighbor for one dollar as a 
membership fee to your county or dis­
trict association. Then tell him all 
the advantages that will come to him 
in return for that one dollar. First, 
he becomes a member of his local as­
sociation; second, a member of the 
Ontario Association, and third, he gets 
the Canadian Bee Journal thrown In! 
Connection with these associations,
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and the knowledge obtained from per­
usal of the will amply repay
any bee-keeper, even though he keeps 
but a few hives. We are determined 
to make the C.B.J. worthy of this im­
portant industry. We will not con­
tinue to conduct it otherwise. To all 
those who kave so far assisted us by 
their support and the contribution of 
articles we extend our sincere thanks. 
Wishing you all a bumper crop for 
1906 we are your obedient servant, 

JAS. J. HURLEY.

Spring Norfolk Bee-keepers' 
Convention.

At the Batteraby House parlor at 
1.30 p.m., Wednesday, March 4, 1906. 
Be sure and come. Mr. Holtermann. 
Brantford, and others from a distance 
are expected to be present. E. Trin- 
der, President; Lee Beaupre, Secre­
tary. Simcoe, Ont.

Mr. R. Galbraith, Kerwood, Ont., 
writes as follows : "I have been doing 
considerable in the bee business for 
the last twenty years, and have been 
fairly successful. Last winter and 
spring was my worst experience. 
Spring dwindling was very bad. I am 
going to protect them better after set­
ting out this spring. Last season I 
got fully one hundred {rounds per col­
ony. I have always wintered in the 
cellar. I have fifty colonies now. I 
notice you are giving the C.B.J. two 
years for $1.60. I consider it a big 
discount. Pardon me for taking the 
benefit of it. The Journal is greatly 
improved since it changed hands."

[Thanks, friend Galbraith. You 
have our pardon. We would be glad 
to pardon many others for the same 
offence. Your crop report for last 
year is very good, and we trust you 
will be more fortunate next spring.— 
Ed.]
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Early or Late Fall Feeding.
Really, Mr. Editor, in the discus­

sion of the above subject, I cannot 
find enough difference in our opin­
ions to justify me in using the 
"lash" upon you, as invited in Jan.
C.B.J., page 6.

You say on page 6; “If we decide 
to feed syi 'ip, we leave the brood 
combs wh._. they are, and any time 
between the first and fifteenth of 
October we feed.” In the item that 
caused Editor York to get “dizzy," l 
say, page 300, Oct. C.B.J.: “experi­
ence has taught me that, everything! «s a perso 
considered, strong colonies should! pleasant ni 
not be fed previous to Sept. 90th or! <>f spendin 
later than Oct. 10th." The "Oct.l him in t 
10th’ was a slip of the pen, andl Fenelon Fi 
shortly after sending copy lor that! Hand is hi 
month, I wrote Mr. Craig telling him! Walton, ar 
to change that to Oct. 16th, but ini taken up jn 
the confusion of transferring thel»* the write 
Journal, I suppose it was overlooked I my friend 
There you are friend Hurley, youlyour hum 
would feed between 1st and 16th oil “strings;” i 
October, at the same time that thel best of the 
bulk of my feeding is done; if you!mid the be' 
were attending three yards instead ol-'ired there 
one, you would start just a little fact, friend 
earlier in the season. Lets shakl 'fore land 
hands and say that we agree at lensfl** lbs. Peri 
in one thing apicultural. Imuch that

While I am at it, might explaiJf0' fear of 
more fully why I specify “strongl,,"‘y didn't 
colonies, as the inference is nol Hee-keepin 
plain. I find it necsesary for beJ^etain exter 
results to feed weak stocks onml,lle Fenelon 
paratively early in the season. alar" right in 
they cannot handle the syrup an|lfll|t they dc 
put it in good condition for winterin|,rouhle to n< 
as can real strong colonies, whii 
latter, can with safety, if necessai 
be fed even later than Oct. 15tlll!|iar/ is ha 
On the other hand, these strong”* son with

»r his mar 
pimierous s
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dates given, are apt to turn a lot of 
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the fact as referred to, that in such 
colonie* there is (in our locality) a 
lot of hatching brood, and conse­
quently the feed cannot go into the 
heart of the brood nee»
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Hermit me, Mr. Kditor, to endorse 
what you say, page 22, relative to the 
value of Mr. Hand’s articles for 
lieginnerx. He has a style of writing 
peculiarly his own, and I know of no 
other writer on things apicultural, 
who can say so much in so few words. 
It is our privilege to know Mr. Hand 
hs a personal friend, and one of our 
pleasant memories is the recollection 
of spending part of two days with 
him in the snug little town of 

"n alld Fenelon Falls. By the way, friend 
for that Hand is an ardent disciple of Izaak 

lling him Walton, and part of our visit was 
i but in ,aken UP in rowing on Sturgeon Lake ; 
ring the as H,e writer is “green” as to boating, 

my friend did all the rowing, while 
your humble servant ' held * the 
"strings needless to say, I had the 
best of the job. Of our catch, least 
said the better. However, 1 was as­
sured there had been fish there; in 

a littll*act> hiend Hand had only a few days 
its shake More landed a “lunge” weighing 

18 lbs. Perhaps we talked "bees” so 
much that the finny tribe were shy

I
fo• ftar of getting stung; anyhow 
they didn't bite

Bee-keeping with Mr. Hand is to a 
certain extent a side issue, as he edits 

the Fenelon Falls Gazette. His bees 
ere right in the town and the fact 
[that they do not cause the slightest 
rouble to neighbors, sneaks volumes 
lor his management. By adopting 
luuierous short-cut methods, the 
piar.- is handled even in the busy 
«son with but little loss of swarms,
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despite the fact that there is often 
no one in the yard from morning 
until evening. It goes without saying 
that he is thoroughly iiosted in bee 
culture, and although a splendid con­
versationalist, yet he is of a retiring 
disposition and, for this reason, 1- not 
often heard in conventions. Probably 
for the same reason he was,when 1 
last heard from him, enjoying a life 
of single blessedness—but hold, where 
am I drifting to? It just occur» to 
me that the year 1908 is divisible by 
four, and for ought I know, perhaps 
this will cause trouble. As 1 have 
gone too far to retract, the best I can 
do is to make the Kditor promise to 
see that no copy of the Feb. C.B.J. 
gets within 100 miles of Fenelon Falls.

Very sorry, Mr. Hurley, but it 
would be useless for me to try to give 
you any translations from thit French 
paper that comes to your office, as 
mentioned on page 9, C.B.J. Also 
much regret that it is not in my 
power to delve into the mysteries of 
some of the German bee papers that 
come to my address occasionally. 
While at the Toronto Convention, our 
friend Jacob Haberer thought the 
writer somewhat of a paradox—a 
German unable to s|>eak the German 
language; and while this seeming 
absurdity is explained by the fact of 
mother not speaking the German 
tongue, yet early surroundings were 
of such a nature, that with little effort 
on our part, the language might have 
been acquired. However, such is life, 
and while “regrets" will never make 
up for lost opportunities, yet the 
memory of past mistakes should serve 
as an incentive to help us take ad­
vantages of these oportunities as they 
present themselves to us in the prese it 
and future.
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We have mentioned in these col­
umns. the fact of all bees in our 
locality going into winter quarters 
last fi J with abnormally small clus­
ters. Such a condition is Laid to 
give a reason for, as enough nectar 
was coming in till quite late to keep 
brood rearing going on. Naturally 
we, who are wintering outdoors, are 
somewhat concerned as to how these 
small clusters are going to stand the 
weather . Up to the 26th of January, 
weather has been moderate, but since 
then we have had a lot of snow, and 
this morning, Jan. 30th, the thermo­
meter was 24 below sero. On the day 
previous, we shoveled snow all around 
hives, that had not previously been 
drifted over, l>eing careful not to jar 
hives. As I write, Mr. J. F. David­
son. of Unionville, has just called me 
to the "phone’' and he tells me he 
has been doing the same thing, as he 
thought those "small clusters would 
freeze right through.” No question 
hut that a lot of snow piled around 
and over hives is a great protection 
during very cold weather, and I 
think the abundance of snow they 
have in New Ontario explains the fact 
of successful wintering outdoors, not­
withstanding the severe climate. Just 
as soon as the weather moderates, I 
shall remove snow from front of 
hives, but during very severe cold, 
I don’t care if the hives are com­
pletely covered. Incidentally, might 
remark that the bees have not. had 
even a partial flight since sometime 
in November, yet they appear to he in 
good condition so far.

Gleanings is at present conducting, 
or rather aiding in the crusade 
against allowing the Glucose interests 
of the United States labelling their 
product "cane syrup." As pointed 
out, this name is misleading and apt

to make consumers think that the 
syrup is a product of the sugar cane, 
whereas it is a product of the starch 
factory and can be made of potat > 
starch as well as from corn. Editor 
Root says: "The general public does 
not know that corn syrup, so called, 
is glucose; and to allow this change 
of name would be the grossest kind of 
deception—a thing that would be en­
tirely out of harmony with the pro­
visions of the National Pure Food 
Law, under which Dr. Wiley and his 
associates are working." Pity we 
have no such stringent pure food law 
on this side of the line, but sentiment 
is ripe for just as stringent rulings 
on food products here in Canada, as 
in the United States. It is only a 
question of time. There is an enor­
mous amount of glucose syrup used 
here in Canada, and I believe if the 
product was labelled ’.‘glucose” in­
stead of "table syrup,” or some other 
name, the consumption of the stuff 
would be much less than at present. 
No doubt many of the people do not 
know that the “syrup" is glucose, but 
of a number of merchants inter­
viewed, they certainly know, and 
moreover seem to think that it is not 
the most healthy of foods. But it is 
cheap, and the public demand it. 
and this is as far as the merchant is 
concerned; he has to give the people 
what they want. Just a few days ag.>. 
a friend who has been in Toronto for 
the past eight months, told me that 
where he was boarding, the parents 
insisted on their children using this 
glucose syrup on their bread in place 
of butter. It was cheaper, and be­
sides, these parents had read that 
sugar was healthy for children; and 
they had not the slightest idea that 
thia "syrup’ had never seen a stalk 
of kugarcane. When told that it was 
glucose, they would not believe it ; Dut
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il the package had' been labelled with 
that name, not likely they would have
been using so much "syrup.'’

Turn Yours
The inner side of every cloud 
Is always bright and shining;

I therefore turn my clouds about, 
And always wear them Inside out. 
To show the lining.

—Irish Bee Journal.

- SOME INTERESTING ITEMS
By I. Bai,MKR, Burlington, Ont.

After observation and experience 
with my bees during the fall of 
1906, I have no fear of my bees 
clustering on empty nests at the 
beginning of winter. I will first 
give my plan of wintering outside.

I My hives being 12 frame L., 1 take 
out four of the lightest frames 
before commencing to feed. Then 
close the remainder up together in 
the center, then put a division 
board on each side ; that leaves a 
space on each side about two and a 
half inches, which is filled with 
planer shavings and a little saw­
dust. T wo narrow pieces of wood 
across the top of the frames about 
the centre, # thick and in. 
apart or so, leaves a place so the 
bees can pass over the frames 
without having to go around by 
the ends. Then a heavy cloth

I
 (duck) on top ; then shavings and 
sawdust again on top. In the fall 
of 1906 I commenced to get ready 
to feed up for winter about the 
middle of October, 70 colonies in 
ill. I found every colony had 
aken all the sealed honey from 

hhe outside of each outside frame, 
land part of the opposite side, and 
tarried it to the centre, and filled 
pp every cell in the brood nest so 
fhey could cluster on it when the

cold weather came. Accordingly, 
I resolved that the little «ellows 
were too cute to be caught wintering 
on empty combs no matter whether 
fed early or late. We are told by 
Dr. Dzierzon, in Allgem. fur 
Bienenzucht. reproduced by F. 
Greiner in Gleanings Dec 15th 
p. 1590, that the reason that late 
fed bees (with liquid food) usually 
winter poorly is because the bees 
cannot crawl into th< cells inside 
of the cluster, to form a more com­
pact cluster, thus keeping them­
selves warmer. How are we going 
to persuade the little pets to leave 
the cells empty where they 
intend to cluster when they are 
determined to have them full, 
if there is any honey in the hive to 
fill them with ? This is exactly 
contrary to yoar teachings of late 
feeding. I would sooner n*k your 
plan than the above. But I prefer 
going a little more according to 
Nature, and give t>em plenty, 
commencing about the middle of 
September, so as to get through 
about the 1st October, then let the 
little pets fix their house to suit 
themselves.

I tried wintering seven eight- 
frame L. hives in exactly the same 
way that Mr. McIntyre describes 
in Gleanings p. 97, with th 
entrance in the case on a level with 
the entrance to the hive, but it did 
not work as well as the above plan. 
Hope Mr. McIntyre will have better 
success.

In reply to your article of 
December p. 375, in which you say, 
“ In rating comb honey you cannot 
put anything else in your mouth at 
the same time, or if you do you 
must swallow the wax. The bees 
make wax to store their honey in, 
they do not make it to eat. We
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do not think that honey and the 
comb should be eaten. We do not 
believe that Natun-so intended it ” 
Now if comb honey is so disastrous, 
why will it cure the wor>t case of 
dysentry in about half an hour ? 
Try a partly filled section with a 
cup of tea, bread and butter.

[Your plan for wintering is on the 
whole very good, but we do not 
approve of filling both sides of the 
hive with shavings. This makes a 
lot of labor, and necessitates a 
great amount of work in the spring 
when cleaning out the hive. A 
cushion or something of the kind 
would be better, so that it could be 
readily withdrawn when opening 
the hives in the spring. Your idea 
of allowing the bnes to pass over 
the top of the frames is right. 
That the bees will take the honey 
from the side frames and put it in 
the centre where the brood has 
hatched is something new. We 
have never observed it in our 
experience. This is a point worth 
investigating on the part of some 
of our most prominent bee-keepers. 
Perhaps some have had experience 
in this m «tier. With regard to the 
assertion of Dr. Dzierzon, we are a 
little sceptical Whenever we 
have found a hive that has suc­
cumbed in wintering, we have 
noticed the bees buried head first 
in the cells — all dead We 
believe this is the result of starva­
tion. How can a bee feed if it is 
buried in an empty cell ? Give the 
bees plenty of food— well filled 
cells, and if other conditions of 
warmth are complied with—that is 
good andsnfficient winter packing— 
there will he no “cold seat " We 
have known bees to die of starva­
tion on empty combs in the centre 
of the hive, while outside frames

were full. We believe this is the 
experience of the best informed 
bee-men. We think you are wise 
in saying that you “ would sooner 
risk your plan than the above." 
Unless you have a very late fall 
flow, September is the month to do 
your feeding We Lave found an 
entrance three-eights by four inches 
satisfactory. We have had no 
experience with a wider entrance, 
and would not care to try it. We 
would not care to be understood as 
saying that comb honey is “dis­
astrous." We only meant to say 
that wax was not food ; that it was 
not a good thing to put upon the 
stom ich ; that extracted honey was 
best for table use. We agree with 
you that comb honey is good for 
a case of dysentry, but extracted 
honey would serve the purpose just 
as well. We prefer to eat our 
bread and butter with honey free 
from wax.—Ed ]

Bce-Kccpcrs:
We have been doing business for 

20 years.
Everything in the line of Bee Supplies 

at Right Pricks.
Shipping facilities of the best.
Our Goods are well made, practical 

and up-to-date.
Our Improved Model Bee Hives (taking 

L frames) are the best hives in use| 
to-day.

Improved Proceaa Comb Foundation.
Beeswax made up for Customers by | 

same process.
Bingham Patented Bee Smokers.
Hardy Italian Bees and Queens.
Illustrated Catalogue FREE

flB. 1*
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BEESWAX WANTED - For which hi|<hC‘t| 
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WHOLESALE RE-QUEENING SHOULD BE DONE IN 
NEARLY EVERY APIARY IN ONTARIO
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No one thing in the whole bee 
industry is so badly neglected as 
the queen business—the very thing 
that so much depends upon for our 
honey crops The bee-keepers of 
our Province have not only neg­
lected to improve their bees by 
breeding from better stock, but 
th- y have left all the re-queening 
to the bees. This is a very poor 
system, and one that is responsible 
for part of the " spring dwindling,” 
most of the queenless colonies, and 
lighter honey crops. Colonies with 
young queens continue brood rear­
ing later in the season, and go into 
winter with more young bees, come 
into spring stronger, dwindle less, 
and build up faster, and gather 
more honey. For these reasons I 
go in for re-queening every colony 
every year, with the exception of a 
few colonies that have given extra 
large yields, and these I keep over 
to breed from, and re-queen one 
year later. For 25 years I made it 
a rule when lifting up combs of 
brood to closely examine the larvae 
to see how the bees have been 
feeding it. I always found the 
difference to be very great in nearly 
every apiary that I ever examined. 
Why should I not, when colonies 
that had been poor feeders of larvae 
had been kept year after year and 
bred from ? Stock of any kind 
in either a barn yard, apiary or any 
other place, that is not good 
feeders of their young, should not 
be kept to breed from. Italian 
queens bred from colonies that have 
given the largest yields are my

choice. On page 17 of the January 
number of the Bee-keepers’ Review 
for 1908 I read an article from Mr. 
J. E Hand on the “Losses that 
Come as the Result of Aged 
Queens.” As this article of Mr. 
Hand’s is the best along this line 
of any that I ever read, and fits in 
so completely with all my experi­
ence, I would like to see it pub­
lished in the Canadian Bee Journal.

Losses that Come as the Result of 
Aged Queens

J. E. HAND in Bkk-Kkkpkrs' Rrview

There is a certain vein running 
througn the writings of some of 
our leading bee-keepers, to the 
effect that strong colonies early in 
the season are not desirable ; that 
medium ones at the beginning of 
the harvest will give better results.

That several writers take this 
view is sufficient proof that it is 
not merely a freak of the imagina­
tion.

These writers have thus far been 
content to make bare assertions, 
leaving the reader to draw his own 
conclusions ; consequently, there is 
a certain air of mystery surround­
ing this seemingly unnatural result, 
all of which has a tendency to 
greatly mystify a simple problem 
in apiculture.

It is not the intention of the 
writer to discredit the statements 
referred to, but rather to remove 
the mystery surrounding them ; 
giving the cause as well as the 
cure.
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OTHER THINGS BEING EQUAL, A
STRONG COLONY WILL STORE 

THE MOST SURPLUS.
Admitting that extra strong 

colonies very often fall behind 
medium, or even light ones, at the 
beginning of harvest, yet, since it 
is bees that gather the honey, is it 
not reasonable to suppose that, 
OTHER THINGS BEING EQUAL, an 
extra strong colony will often store 
more than twice as much as the 
medium one, especially of comb 
honey ?

This brings us down to the 
“present condition” of our col­
onies, upon which depends our 
success or failure in a far greater 
degree than upon numerical 
strength.

A hive may be overflowing with 
bees at the beginning of the har­
vest, and yet be a disappointment 
to the bee-keeper ; all because the 
right conditions do not exist. 
Our success in comb honey produc­
tion depends upon a certain con­
dition of our colonies called normal 
or natural, and every bee-keeper 
who aspires to become a successful 
comb honey producer should see 
that every one of his colonies are 
up to this condition at the begin­
ning of the harvest.

A COLONY IN A NORMAL CON­
DITION NEVER BECOMES 

TOO POPULOUS.
A colony may be said to be in a 

normal condition when it contains 
a vigorous queen and plenty of 
good, clean, worker combs, and, at 
the beginning of the honey flow, is 
well filled with brood and fairly 
boiling over with bees. With such 
a condition, it is doubtful if it can 
become too strong from one queen.

Reasoning from effect to cause, 
we have found that the unnatural

results first mentioned can be traced 
almost invariably to a failing 
queen ; and, since the slightest 
failure of the queen will often 
throw the colony into an abnormal 
condition, it is difficult to estimate 
the actual loss occasioned by allow­
ing the bees to re queen them­
selves. I believe this loss is far 
greater than is generally supposed.

By giving to each colony, at the 
close of the harvest, a young and 
vigorous queen, all this trouble can 
be avoided. Such a queen will 
rear brood late in the season, which 
insures a strong force of nurse 
bees the following spring, and, 
consequently, a strong force of 
workers for the coming harvest.

IMPROVEMENT IN STOCK AN 
IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION IN 

RB-QUBBNING.
Another important point in this 

discussion, one which no bee­
keeper can afford to lightly ignore, 
is the improvement of our bees 
that may be brought about through 
queen rearing. A weak and de­
bilitated mother cannot reasonably 
be expected to produce vigorous 
offspring, hence, an apiary that is 
run on the non-swarming plan, 
and permitted to rear queens from 
feeble mothers, in supersedure, 
results in a weakened and inferior 
strain of bees.

On the other hand, by re­
queening and rearing queens from 
our choicest breeders, we are 
gradually improving our stock, and 
bringing our apiary to a higher 
state of permanent productiveness.

To my mind the difference 
between these two systems is so | 
wide as to leave no room for com 
parison.

The cost and labor of re-queening I 
have been used as an argument

quite an 
tensive be 
excellence 
is doubtfu 
any work 
well as r 
right sy 
equipment 
intelligenc 
cost, consii 

We may 
spring sti 
with comb 
all right j 
can’t dodge 
or failure ii 
the queen t 

It is cl 
(always be 
mies with 
ihould a be 
•is apiary t 
ay more 

illow a part 
mproductiv 
s idle capi 
tear of equ 
he expense 
iccount colo 
pply ruin 
(olerated on 
asiness ma 
lit.

(THE KIND i

may H/ 
It is not 
'iter to que 

lose who mt 
id for wh 

it respect 
ibject from 
imb honey ] 
en largely 
mey, whicl 

mnt for 
inions.



Feb. 1806. THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL
1906.

66

traced 
■ailing 
ghtest 
often 

lormal 
timate 
allow- 
rHBM- 
is far 
posed, 
at the 
g and 
Die can 
n will 
which 
nurse 

and, 
rce of 
est. . 
AN 
N IN

in this 
i bee- 
ignore, 
r bees 
irough 
nd de- 
onably 
gorous 
that is 

plan, 
s from 
sedure, 
nferior

ly re­
ts from 
re are 
ck, and 
higher 
veness. 
ference 
s is so 
r com-

îeening
jument

against that practice. In reply, I 
would tay that, while it seems like 
quite an undertaking for the ex­
tensive bee-keeper, yet there is no 
excellence without labor, and it 
is doubtful if a bee-keeper can do 
any work that will pay him as 
well as re queening. With the 
right system, and a very simple 
equipment, a bee-keeper of average 
intelligence can re-queen at a trifling 
cost, considering the results gained.

ÿTe may talk about feeding, and 
spring stimulation, and juggling 
with combs, all of which may be 
all right in their place, but we 
can’t dodge the fact that our success 
or failure is more dependent upon 
[the queen than upon all else.

It is claimed that there will 
[always be a few no account col- 
inies with any system. Why 
ihould a bee-keeper allow a part of 
is apiary to remain unproductive 

y more than a farmer should 
Jlow a part of his farm to become 
nproductive ? In either case there 

idle capital, and the wear and 
ear of equipment, together with 
[he expense of feeding a lot of no 

mnt colonies. All of which is 
[imply ruinous, and would not be 
lolerated one moment by a good 
usiness man in any other pur- 
iit.
THE KIND OF HONEY PRODUCED 

MAY HAVE A BEARING.
It is not the intention of the 
iter to question the judgment of 
lose who may hold opposite views, 
id for whose opinions he has 
at respect, as he is viewing the 

ibject from the standpoint of the 
mb honey producer, while these 
in largely produce extracted 
ney, which may in a measure 

iunt for the difference in our 
unions.

In conclusion, let me say, I 
believe in intensive and extensive 
bee-k- eping ; in other words, keep 
as many colonies as you can upon 
the intensive plan ; and whether 
that is ten, or one thousand, will’ 
largely depend upon the man and 
his methods ; and, finally, if this 
article shall be the means of 
enabling some bee-keeping brother 
to increase the profits from his 
bees, then the object of the article 
will be fulfilled.
Birmingham, Ohio, Dec. 16, 1907.

THE TIME FOR FALL FEEDING

Mr. J. L. Byer replies to Bro. 
York in American Bee Journal as 
follows. He seems to have in­
terpreted our idea very nicely. 
We do not wish to be understood 
as saying that the plan we follow 
is the best. In our last issue we 
stated our plan and the reasons 
why we followed it. That is all. 
We are open to be convinced on 
this matter.

MR. BYER’S REJOINDER
So you think, Mr. Editor (page 

(741), that the diverse views of 
Canadian bee-keepers in regard 
to the proper time for fall feed­
ing, is apt to make beginners feel 
“somewhat dizzy.” As one of 
the trio referred to in said edi­
torial, I shall endeavour to recon­
cile somewhat such seemingly 
different opinions, and in a 
measure bring order out of chaos.

The writer, as correctly quoted, 
said in the Canadian Bee Journal, 
that in his experience it is not 
wise to feed much before Septem­
ber 20. Editor Hurley says he 
prefers to feed when the “last 
batch of brood has hatched.” I



66 THE CANADIAN BEE JOUHNAL Fin. 1U08.

suppose Mr. Hurley does not 
mean to infer that he waits until 
there is ABSOLUTELY NO BROOD 
in the hives, as in our locality 
some colonies will have SOME 
brood clear into November. How­
ever, the point is this : By wait­
ing till Sept. 20, my object in so 
doing is precisely the same as in 
Mr. Hurley’s case, as by that time 
brood-rearing is pretty well over, 
and the syrup fed goes where I 
want it—right into the heart of 
the brood-nest. So you see there 
is not so much difference, after 
all, between advice given by Mr. 
Hurley and methods followed by 
myself.

At first glance, Mr. Adams’ 
views in favor of feeding at the 
close of the honey harvest does, 
I admit, seem diametrically op­
posed to what Mr. Hurley and 
myself advocate, but after careful 
scrutiny the difference is not so 
apparent.

Mr. McEvoy is very enthusiastic 
in this matter of early feeding, 
and Mr. Adams is a thorough 
disciple of Mr. McEvoy, at least 
in the matter of feeding bees.

It will also be remembered that 
Mr. McEvoy is very particular 
that his bees go into winter 
quarters on COMBS SEALED 
CLEAR TO THE BOTTOM, full of 
either good honey or sugar syrup. 
Knowing Mr. McEvoy’s views 
along this line, for some time it 
was a mystery to me how SOLID 
SEALED COMBS could be obtained 
by feeding “ at the close of the 
honey-flow.” In a personal inter­
view, only a short time ago, Mr. 
McEvoy explained how he accom­
plishes this. Like Mr. Adams, at 
the close of the honey-flow he 
feeds all the colonies will take,

THEN IN THE FALL, WHEN THE 
BROOD IS HATCHED OUT, HE 
PUTS ON THE FEEDERS AGAIN, 
AND COMPLETES THE JOB. While 
I can not positively assert thaï 
Mr. Adams followed out the latter 
part of the program, I feel pretty 
sure that such is the case, judging 
from the fact he is an advocate of 
colonies being very heavy for 
winter.

Again, the matter of locality 
figures a great deal in feeding, as 
well as in many other things 
pertaining to bee-keeping. Mr. 
McEvoy, who lives in a locality 
where there is absolutely no bee- 
forage after the white honey-] 
flow, admitted that the early 
feeding was not to be thought of| 
in places where there was a buck 
wheat or other fall flow. If I am| 
correct, there is rarely, if ever, 
any fall flow in Mr. Adams’ 
locality. In our immediate dis­
trict, while we rarely obtain mud 
surplus from the buckwheat, 
enough nectar comes in to keej 
brood-rearing going on at a live! 
rate well on into September.

The strain or race of bees ha 
also quite a bearing upon thi 
subject at issue, as it is a well- 
established fact that pure Italian! 
as kept by both Mr. McEvoy am 
Mr. Adams, are more conservai 
tive in the matter of broodl 
rearing than are Carniolans am 
their crosses. While I have so 
pure Italians, the great majorit 
of my bees have Carniolan blooi 
and the latter ALWAYS breei 
later in the season than do 
Italians.

All things considered, there 
not then so great a difference 
opinion among the three Canud 
under arraignment on the subji
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of feeding bees for winter. How­
ever, before closing, let me repeat 
in a “stage whisper,” that for MY 
LOCALITY, “experience has taught 
me that, for various reasons, it is 
not wise to do much feeding 
previous to September 20.

SYRUP FEEDING AND 
SHRINKAGE

Here are two extracts from my 
notebook that may interest you. 
The syrup feed was made of 
equal parts of sugar and water.

Sept. 6, 1906, I put a super with 
six empty frames and queen-ex­
cluder on hive no 43; weight, with 
feedtr 81 lbs.
Sept. 6,-7 p.m., fed 6 lbs. syrup....... weight 87 lbs-
Sept. 7. 7 a.m ............................  .........weight 86 lbs-
Sept. 7, 7 p.m.........................................weight 84M •*
Sept. 7, 7 p m., fed 6 lbs. syrup....weight 90M “
Sept. 8. 7 a.m......................................... weight 90 lbs-
Sept. 8, 7 p.m.......................................... weight t8 lbs-
Sept. 8, 7 p.m., fed 6 lbs. syrup.......weight 94 lbs.
Sept, to, 7 : 30 a.m...............................weight 90 lbs.
Sept. 10, 7 P.M........... .............................weight 89 lbs.
Sept. 10, 7 P.M., fed 61bs. syrup .. weight 91 lbs.
Sept. 13, 7 : 30 a.m ....................weight 9s lbs.
Sept. 13. 7 p.m.......  ............... weight 91 lbs.
Sept. 13, 7 p.m.. fed 6 lbs. Byrup—weight 98 lbs.
Sept. 14. 7 : 30 a.m.............................. weight 97 lbs.
Sept. 15, 6 p.m. .....................weight 95 lbs.
Sept. 15, 6 p.m., fed 6lbs. syrup., .weight tot lbs.
Sept. 17, 7 a m...........................................weight 97 lbs.
Sept. 17. 7 P. m fed 6 lbs. syrup weight lOsK lbs. 
Sept. 19,7 A M......................... ........... weight too lbs.

This is a net gain of 19 lbs. for 
42 lbs of syrup fed.

Oct. 4, 1907, I fed the same 
colony 21 lbs. of syrup ; weight, 
after ft eding, 83 lbs ; on the even­
ing of Oct 5 it weighed 79 lbs. ; 
Oct. 6, 76 lbs ; Oct 7, 72 lbs., thus 
ihowing a loss of 11 lbs. in three 
days. U. H. Bowen.

1 do th Niagara Falls, Ont., Dec. 2, 1907.
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The Book News Monthly for 
February bas reached us. It is a beauti­
ful production. Its article on May 
Sinclair is well worth the price of the 
magazine. Lovers of good literature 
should not be without it.

DETROIT SECURES THE
NATIONAL CONVENTION

By a unanimous vote, the 
executive committee of the Na­
tional Bee-Keepers’ Association 
has decided to hold the next 
annual convention in Detroit, 
Michigan. The exact date has 
not been decided, but it will be 
after the hot, dusty, busy season 
has past, but before the cold of 
winter has come—in those glori­
ous days that cortie only in the 
autumn.

The National Association has 
met in Detroit only once, nearly 
a quarter of a century ago, but 
that meeting was well attended— 
practical, enthusiastic, and har­
monious.

The majority of bee-keeping 
specialists, those who attend 
conventions, live in the north­
eastern part of the United States 
and Canada. Detroit is very 
nearly the geographical center of 
that district. It is easily reached 
from the middle South, from the 
East, fiom the middle West, and 
from Ontario, hence a great crowd 
of practical men can be gathered 
at that point.

W. Z. HUTCHINSON, 
Sec. N.B.K.A.

[We trust that many of our 
Canadian bee-keepers will avail 
themselves of this opportunity 
to fraternize with our United 
States brethren. It goes without 
saying that the meeting will be 
most pleasant and profitable. 
We are looking forward to the 
event ourselves with pleasant 
anticipation.—Ed.]
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THE SIBBALD WAX EXTRACTOR

The following is Mr Sibbald’s 
description of his new wax press 
given at the Brant Convention in 
Brantford on the 22nd of January. 
It is needless to say that it was 
well received. The Ham & Nott 
Co. are manufacturing it, and 
have announced it in their new 
catalogue. We can safely com­
mend it as an efficient tool for the 
purpose, and is inexpensive :— 

Every up-to-date apiarist should 
have in his equipment a good 
wax press, and should know or 
understand how to melt up old 
combs and extract as nearly as 
possible all the wax from them 

Wax is a valuable by-product 
of the apiary that might with 
great profit receive more study 
and attention. Many combs are 
unfit for use. Old musty, mouldy, 
pollen clogged combs, irregular 
crooked combs, combs having an 
excess of drone comb, diseased 
combs, containing the stain marks 
of foul brood or infected honey, 
burr combs, burr combs scrapings 
of the hives, frames or sections, 
broken combs, etc. All should be 
condemned to the pot, put through 
the melting, squeezing, cleaning 
process, and made into clean 
cakes of yellow wax ; ready for 
sale, or to be made into founda­
tion, and transformed by the bees 
into straight, fresh new combs—a 
thing of beauty and usefulness, 
instead of an unsightly mass of 
germ-producing, moth-breeding 
filth. I have already referred to 
the diseased combs. Foul brood 
would never have made the head­
way it has, or be considered the 
scourge it is, if old suspicious 
combs were valued less as

combs, and foundation appreci­
ated more. Bees like to build 
comb, there is a natural secretion 
of wax, and there is not nearly 
the distance most people think 
between the sheet of foundation 
and drawn comb.

Outside of the number of bee­
keepers who attend conventions 
and study bee journals there are 
vast numbers who throw away 
their discarded combs, bury them, 
burn them. They have no wax 
press, and cannot believe that any 
wax can be obtained from such 
comb. How foolish this is, and 
what a loss After last winter’s 
heavy losses, hundreds of combs 
were left uncovered by the bees, 
a prey to moths, mice, and insects. 
At one place I found a snake 
coiled up amongst the combs 
evidently enjoying the honey, or 
waiting there for mice or insects. 
At one of these deserted villages, 
containing probably 30 or 35 
hives of combs, my assistant 
secured the lot, and melted and 
extracted 100 lbs. of wax, which 
was sold for $35.00 An average 
Langstroth comb will yield from 
Y\ to Yi lb. of wax, 10 Langstroth 
combs from 3 to 3)4 lbs. Surely, 
then, it is*profitable work melting 
them and worth the learning how 
to use a good press. The press 
I have here is a combination of 
other good presses, and the combi­
nation makes a better press. It 
is not my intention to manufacture 
any for sale, so you will excuse 
me for saying that I think it is 
the best, giving splendid satisfac­
tion both as to speed and ability 
to extract as nearly as possible 
all the wax.

Before commencing operations, 
it is necessary to have an ordi-
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nary stove, one or two common 
stove boilers, two large dippers, 
a number of sap pails, or vessels 
to contain the wax ; also a tub to 
hold the water after the pressing ; 
a pair of gloves to handle the 
hot trays and cheeses ; six cheese 
cloths about a yard square each. 
Start the fire, and heat to the 
boiling point two or three pails 
of water. Draw the tank forward 
on the platform from under the 
screw and

ations, 
i ordi-

top bar, so 
as to be 
able to get 
at the 
trays of 
slats. Pour 
this hot 
water over 
all, so as 
to heat 
them tho­
roughly.
Fill the 
boiler 
full of 
water 
[again, and 
|as soon as 
it nears 
ihe boil­
ing point,

11 in the 
ombs to 

melted, 
lx with 
dipper,

nd add combs until the boiler is 
died. Draw off the water from 
e tank, remove three trays of 

ilats, leaving only the bottom 
it; on this place the form, 
ipread a cheese cloth over this, 

d commence dipping, skimming 
t>m the top, where the wax 
ticoons or slumgum will be

thickest. When two inches deep 
have been filled into the cheese, 
fold it over and pin the ends, 
remove the form, and we have a 
bag of hot wax (slumgum), called 
a cheese, lying upon the slats. 
Another tray is quickly placed on 
the top of this, the form again 
returned, another cheese cloth 
spread over, and filled as before. 
This operation is again repeated 
and our third cheese formed. The 

last tray 
is placed 
on top (the 
one with 
the big 
irons on). 
The tank 
and con­
tents are 
pushed 
back un­
der the 
top bar, 
the screw 
t u r n e d 
down un­
til it com­
mences to 
press, then 
the bal­
ance o f 
the hot 
water is 
poured 
through a 
wire cloth 
strainer

into the tank, filling it, over­
flowing, or submerging the 
trays of slats, cheeses, wax, 
slumgum, etc. All is under 
hot, boiling water, which is up 
nearly to the overflow lip. Now 
give the screw a few turns, and 
see the yellow wax bubble up. 
Cover the tank with two boards

m
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to retain the heat. Turn the 
screw down again, then slacken, 
to allow the water to go back 
into the sponge-like slumgum ; 
press again, thus washing out the
wax. It can get out anyway, 
sidewise, endwise, upwards, and 
once out, it can’t soak back ; it 
rises to the surface, and only hot 
water goes back when the screw 
is slackened to wash it out cleaner 
and cleaner. A half hour of this 
process of wash and press will 
bring out all the wax, and we are 
ready for skimming off the wax. 
This is done by adding fresh boil­
ing water from the 2nd boiler or 
kettle, until the wax will overflow 
at the lip into a pail, then a little 
skimming with a thin board 
towards the lip will help to clear 
it off Open the tap, and the water 
flows into a tub below, still hot 
and ready to use again. By this 
time, if we have been attending 
to the boiler and stove, another 
lot is ready. The tank again 
drawn forward, trays and cheeses 
removed and filled again ; the 2nd 
set of cheese cloths being used 
this time, thus saving dumping 
the sediment from the others, 
until the pressing is again under
way. Never fill the cheese cloth 
too full. Try and not have too 
much water in them, it makes 
tiiem flabby, and they are apt to 
roll out of place. Have every­
thing ready, so the work can be 
continued quickly. Keep every­
thing hot. Two can work to 
better-advantage than one. Never 
let the trays cool while using. 
Keep the hot water on them until 
the next lot is ready.

If the wax is run into tall 
narrow vessels, and placed where 
it will cool slowly, the sediment

will settle, and can be scraped off 
the cake when cool, and is there­
fore clean and ready for market.

REQU1ESCAT IN PACE

To the Editor of the “ Advocate.”
In your issue of January 1st 

you have it reported that Mr. 
W. J. Brown of Maniwaki is dead- 
This is an error. It is Henry L. 
Brown, second son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. J. Brown of the House of 
Refuge. The young man was 
employed in the lumber camps at 
a place called Loring, and died 
there on the 13th December of 
inflammation of the bowels, aged 
28 years. He was married on 
Dominion Day to a Miss Laura 
Mainville of French River, Ont. 
After a five days’ journey with 
dog sleds and otherwise, the 
body was buried at French River 
on the 23rd December. When 
the news of the death of his son 
reached Mr. Brown at L’Orignal, 
he started immediately with that 
dogged determination of the man 
to recover the body of his dead 
boy and see that he got a Christian 
burial and that his remains should 
rest with those of his ancestor! 
in the little cemetery at Curran. 
After enduring a terrible journey, 
he reached French River on New 
Year’s Day, and found that his 
son had received Christian burial 
in the little Catholic Cemetery at 
the foot of the cross which the 
boy himself had erected there 
some time ago. Mr. Brown had 
the grave opened and the body 
taken to the family vault at 
Curran and buried there on Sun­
day afternoon, January 5th. On 
his sad journey Mr. Brown met 
with the most kindly treatment

Pea. ieo(

from all 
Bay Rai 
corded h 
ess and 
veying h 
son and 
over theii 
of sevent 
knowing 
curred in 
high. T 
sent a gu 
end of the 
across co 
After reac 
Irown me 
reatment 
•ather Di 
Mainville, 
widow, ar 
sincerely 
Brown in 
which Mr. 
sincere tha 

[We de< 
it good I 

. eat affli. 
consolation 
Ihe contemi 
tnd the vict

Thick ,

» J- A.

want



1908. Feb. 1908. THE CANADIAN BEK JOURNAL 61

ed off I from aN> especially the James 
there- I Bay Railway officials, who ac- 
irket. I corded him every mark of kind- 

ess and consideration in con­
veying himself, the body of his 
son and the frail young widow 
over their new road fora distance 
of seventy miles free of charge, 
knowing that the expense in­
curred in such a journey was very 
high. They also very kindly 
sent a guide with him from the 
end of their steel at Picked River 
across country to French River. 
After reaching French River, Mr. 
Brown met with the most cordial 
treatment at the hands of Rev. 
Father Dufrane, P.P., Mr. John 
Mainville, uncle of the young 
widow, and many others who 
sincerely symphasized with Mr. 
Brown in his sad errand, for 
which Mr. Brown extends- his 
Sincere thanks.

[We deeply sympathize with 
r good brother Brown in his 

reat affliction, and trust that 
onsolation may come to him in 
he contemplation of Cod’s mercy 
,nd the victory won beyond.--ED.]
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WHICH?
TUca er Till Syrup fer îeeâlaS 

Winter Store».

I» J. A. DHADMAN, Dk vtioisr and Apia*ibt

Although a little out of season, 
want to endorse all friend Byer 

said in opposition to Dr. 
liller and Editor of Gleanings on 
iis subject, especially that part 
int it granulating in the combs 
n made two lbs. of sugar to 
of water. Many will no doubt 

glad to know which is best, and 
have this difference of experi- 

and opinions explained, 
icially when this should not be

very hard to do. It is certainly a 
pity for our American cousins to 
be carrying so much water, and 
the bees exhausting themselves in 
the effort of getting rid of it. 
“When doctors differ, who shall 
decide?" Really, I wonder if 
ever such differences exist among 
the devotees of anything as do 
those of the busy bee ! "Locality" 
explains away some differences, but 
not all. The one in question can 
hardly be traced to this source. 
I have wondered sometimes if 
there is a difference in the sugar. 
I never knew a Canadian bee­
keeper who has had trouble along 
this line. It was Jas. Haddon 
I first remember telling us that in 
order to keep sugar syrup from 
crystalizing in the combs there 
should be added a certain amount 
of tartaric acid. Then Dr. Doo­
little, I believe, is responsible for 
recommending honey for the same 
purpose ; and now others ‘ ‘ in 
authority" say the "one to one" 
product is preferable for obviating 
the granulating in the combs, and 
also making it better for winter 
stores. I suppose the only thing 
that prevented me from following 
the advice of those whom I sup­
posed should know, was the fact 
that, as a druggist, I was familiar 
with the making of sugar syrup 
for use in medicine ; not as a 
medicine in itself, but to render 
the nauseous one more palatable. 
The formula for this syrup both in 
the British and United States 
Pharmacopoeias is two of sugar to 
one of water by weight. No 
trouble is experienced in keeping 
this syrup either from souring or 
crystalizing. If the proportion of 
sugar was greater than 2 to i, 
then salts would be deposited in
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the bottom of the bottle, and hard 
ones at that. I believe that this is 
how Rock Candy is made. A 
solution is made, so thick that the 
water cannot hold the sugar, and 
it will deposit itself in crystals and 
on a string if placed in it. The 
fact that any crystals of sugar 
formed in this way are very hard, 
and should not be hard to dis­
tinguish from those of granulated 
honey, makes it all the more diffi­
cult to account for the conclusions 
arrived at by those who are con­
sidered 1 ‘ soured ” on all apicultural 
matters. I suppose in my bee­
keeping experience I have fed at 
least one hundred barrels granu­
lated sugar, and—unless for stimu­
lative purposes—have made it the 
standard strength. If any guess 
work, if early I would not hesitate 
a little thinner, or if late a little 
thicker. If much thicker than 
standard, it quickly shows by 
forming a thin coating of crystals 
on top, and very soon a deposit 
below. It is this tendency that 
makes it unsatisfactory for a table 
syrup. Of course the difficulty is 
overcome when a certain proportion 
of honey is added.

From the fact that I have experi­
enced no trouble from syrup granu­
lating, and frequently do from 
honey, makes me prefer the 
former not only for winter stores, 
but I believe it must be better for 
the spring time also, when the 
bees have difficulty in obtaining a 
sufficiency of water, as sug ir syrup 
seems to hold more water than will 
honey, and yet not sour.

OUTDOOR WINTERING
By P. J. MILLER, PlKSIDBNT, O.B.K.A.

(Read at Brant District Convention)

The Hurley Printing Co. will 
be pleased to receive your orders 
for binding the C.B.J.

In dealing with the subject of 
Outdoor Wintering, I have divided 
the work into three working periods.

The first is to replace all queens 
of two years old, the work to be 
attended to between July 20th and 
the last of August. Next comes 
the necessary attention to winter 
stores, and demands care during 
September.

The final attention is packing, 
and covers a period of about ten 
days following the 15th of October. 
Success can hardly be assured 
without the detail of each being 
carefully looked after at the proper 
time. True, you may have fair 
success some seasons after neglect­
ing some part of the work, but the 
risk is far too great.

We are now ready to take up the 
work in the order mentioned, and 
as an aid in carrying it out, I 
prefer to keep a record of the age 
of every queen, and have them at 
a vigorous age during the three 
months previous to our expected 
clover flow. I say expected ad­
visedly, as it sometimes appears 
uncertain as to whether it will 
take place this year or next ; but, in 
any case, be prepared at the usual 
time. Having a better average from 
queens that pass through this 
strenuous period but twice, I make! 
a practice during clipping time that] 
all queens which are approachini 
two years old, and those found show 
ing defective work at a later period, 
are marked with a letter K in thi 
record book ; and as the last 
July approaches the queens thi 
marked are replaced with yotini 
laying queens as rapidly as possibli
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making sure that every one is 
given attention before the last of 
August, thus completing the queen 
work for the season by leaving a 
few strong nuclei in each yard to 
unite with any colony that may be 
found defective either from lack of 
bees or being queenless.

As I have no fall flow of honey, 
we are now ready on September 
ist to give attention to the second 
period of work—Winter Stores. 
Each colony is weighed, and the 
weight marked in the record book. 
Those showing a weight less than 
thirty pounds of honey at home, 
and thirty-two at the out yards, 
are fed at once, and as rapidly as 
possible, to that weight. During 
that work we also make use of the 
remaining nuclei in the yard by 
uniting them wherever needed.

We are now ready about October 
15th for the third stage of the 
|work—Putting the little fellows in 
he winter cases, and to me this is 

most pleasurable work, to set 
lour good heavy colonies into a 
:ase with a couple of inches of 
eking on the bottom, and five 

aches at the sides, with ten or 
welve on top of sealed summer 
ivers, giving a generous entrance 
ir air, with the alighting board 
mng over the outer entrance to 
dude heavy winds, and a water- 

fght cover over all.
Ionics thus prepared in the divis- 

ile brood chamber hive,giving free 
ss with its central passageway 

all parts of the hive well stocked 
th good stores, provided with a 

my of normal strength of young 
, and a good queen, then I feel 

it my bees are in the best pos- 
ile condition to pass through a 
ig winter or severe spring. Hav- 
practised this system in my three

For Business Buildinjs
The only cleanly, the only fire-proof 

ceiling —the ceiling that says the I art word 
in decorative beauty,—the ceiling that shows 
no seams—that will outlast the building itself

-----PEDLAR. -------
ART STEEL CEILINGS
mmmmmmm Coal no more than the wmmtmmm 

common sort, but look thrice 
si fine. Over 2,000 designs, to suit any store 
or structure. Side-walls to match. See 
our newest designs —nothing like them in 
Canada, either in beauty or variety.

Request the free book that shows the whole 
ceiling story. Send for it to-day. 310

The PEDLAR People ffiS
Oshawa Montreal Ottawa
Toronto London Winnipeg

yards for the past ten years, I find 
it conserves the strength of the old 
bees by prolonging their period of 
usefulness, and each comb as filled 
with brood is permanently covered 
with bees, thus saving valuable 
larvæ, which i* ,v often lost after 
a week of fine weather followed by 
a March or April winter. I wish 
to repeat what I have so often said 
for this system—The gain made in 
the two months previous to the 
15th of May will more than repay 
the extra cost of stores consumed 
in outside wintering.
Another OM-Timer.

In a letter received from Mr. 
Edwin Gould, Colborne, Out., he 
says he has been a bee-keeper for 
fifty years, and invented the first 
honey extractor that was ever 
made in Canada. May the bless­
ings of a grateful bee fraternity 
pour down upon his venerable 
head—Ed.
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INTERESTING GERMAN ITEMS
Translated by JACOB HABERBR, Zurich, Out.

Red Honey.
About the middle of August 

last year I examined my 14 col­
onies of bees, aud found quite a 
lot of red honey in the hives, the 
colour was that of fresh blood. 
Only one colony had not found 
that source of honey. As they 
had a surplus over winter food, I 
extracted about 50 lbs. of it. The 
mass was rather a little thin on 
top after a few days’ standing, so 
I took off about one-third, the 
rest of it granulated nicely in a 
few weeks. I could not make out 
where that honey came from, as 
the flavor was not distinct enough. 
Later on I spoke with another 
bee-keeper, and he had the very 
same case, only he soon had 
found the cause of it. At a 
mineral water factory bees had 
emptied a barrel of fruit, and so 
the matter was solved. Such 
occasions may cause trouble for 
the bee-keeper. If the red color 
had not made the honey suspici­
ous, or if the bees had gathered 
from other fruit instead of rasp­
berries, the matter might not have 
been discovered, and the honey 
sold as pure. Any expert would 
have to declare that such a pro­
duce could not be called honey, 
though gathered by bees. May 
this case caution experts in case 
of law suits to be very careful to 
give their opinion; therefore sure 
proof should be evident that the 
same was done personally.— 
K. Lazarettober, Inspector (Lon­
don), in Muncher Bienenzeitung. 
Secretion of Nectar.

After rain the amount of nectar 
in plants increases. In dry

weather it will reduce. The 
fuchsia, for instance, produces in 
rainy weather from 40 to 70 mm. 
nectar, but after 3 sunny days 
it will come down to 15 mm. 
The further north from the 
Equator, the more the amount of 
nectar secretion will increase ; it 
also will in higher locations. A 
head of red clover contains 7.93 
my. nectar, 125 heads conse­
quently I y., or 125,000 I ky.—a 
little over 2 lbs. Each head has 
an average about 60 blossoms or 
cells, so it will take 7,000,000 of 
them to make I ky., or about 3 # 
million single cells for one lb. 
The blossoms will not secret 
nectar the full time they look 
fresh, only during the time of 
fertilization, after that the nectar 
secretion will stop; the same 
will also cease about noon, and 
will rise again about three o'clock 
in the afternoon.—Lux. Bienen­
zeitung.
Honey at 92c. bar lb.

In South and South-West Africa) 
very little bee-keeping is prao 
tised. They mostly depend on| 
the honey from wild bees. Com 
measuring 7 feet have been foun 
They say there is an abundance ol 
bee pasture. The honey is al 
of a good quality. The nativi
are great lovers of honey. 
Pretoria and Johannesburg hont^ 
sells at 4 marks—92 cents per lb.- 
Muncher Bienenzeitung.
Winter Feed.

A bee-keeper in a certain parti 
Germany reports loss of bees ij 
his district in the spring of l< 
at 80 per cent. Only colonie 
that had been fed with suga 
syrup in the fall escaped dvsed 
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was too much of unsuitable fall 
honey from spruce trees, heathers 
and other sources. They con­
demn all honey that granulates 
in the hive. Extract that honey, 
feed sugar-syrup in the fall, and 
feed the honey thinned with 
water back again in spring.— 
Muncher Bienenzeitung.
Nectar end Its Pro-creation

Isaak Hopkins, director of state 
apiaries of New-Zealand, gives 
the following information on 
nectar and its pro-creation. 
Chemical analyzations ascertain 
that the sweet stuff, even if taken 
up and transformed by the plant, 
is not one of her own secretions 
which will exhaust the soil ; it is 
of demerits which are in abund­
ance in the atmosphere, and do 
not contain organic or mineral 
substances which come from the 
ground or from the manure used 
in agriculture. It is also not a 
part of the plant in the form the 
bees take it up, but is really . a 
superfluous secretion, which, if 
the bees did not gather for the 
benefit of man, would only serve 
other insects that do not store 
honey for food ; or would only 
dry up and go back to its primitive 
form again. Hopkins says that 
the best authorities on this matter 
agree with him. He also thinks 
that the nectar secretion only 
exists at the time of the necessary 
fertilization, so that the insects 
will be attracted, and the nectar 
will be the compensation for their 

!uable service.—Luxemburger 
toenenzeitung.

I have every copy of the C.B.J. since 
lit was started by D. A. Jones over 20 
I years ago. I cannot afford to give it 
l«p.—GEO. WOOD, Wesley, Ont.

MR. W. J. BROWN EXPLAINS WHY 
HE CEASED EXHIBITING

A happy and prosperous new 
year to yourself, the Canadian 
Bee Journal, and its army of 
readers who are scattered all over 
the English speaking world. For 
me the opening of 1908 was the 
saddest in my life. A vacant chair 
was left at my table. ’Tisonly a 
lesson from the giver of all things 
that we must all obey the com­
mand when it is given.

The article, page 33C.B.J., from 
“ Apis ” re the Honey Department 
Ottawa Exhibition 1907 has 
brought so many pleasant mem­
ories to me that even in sorrow 
sometimes we have to rejoice 
when we learn that we have a 
sincere friend in the person of the 
gentleman who signs himself 
“ Apis.” I think it is only justice 
to him and the hundreds of friends 
whom I had the honour of meeting 
for nearly a score of years as 
exhibitors, managers, and visitors 
at the Central Canada Fair at 
Ottawa to give a short expla­
nation why I dropped down and 
out, and left my chair vacant at

If you know how to get it 
out. We show the way. 
On our regular staff are 
the world's most famous 

poultry experts. Amongst 
them Prof. A. G. Gilbert, 
Dominion Experimental 

Farm, Ottawa ; Prof. W. K Graham, Ontario 
Agricultural College, Guelph ; Rev. J. N. 
Williams, B.A., England ; H. S Babcock. Provi­
dence. R. I. Dozens of other well known

Woney In 
Poultry

poultry men and women write for us, telling of 
their experience. 48 to 7a pages monthly, full 

ctive rei
. , „. J monthly,

of interesting and instructive reading matter 
and high class engravings. All poultry—nothing 
but poultry. Mailed anywhere in Canada, one 
full year for 50c. or three years for $1.00. 30th 
continuous year of publication. Address

OANADIAN POULTRY REVIEW,
The People’s Popular Poultry Paper.

184 Adelaide 81. Weal, Toronto, Ont.
Standards and other books free for a little work.
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the great Fair in Ottawa for the 
last two years—1906 and 1907.

During the year 1906 I was over­
powered with work on my farm 
at Chard, and could not possibly 
spare the time. During the past 
season (1907) I was not my own 
boss, having been in the employ 
of the County Council of the 
united counties of Prescott and 
Russell as Superintendent of the 
House of Refuge, and industrial 
farm at L’Orignal.

As I never had the pleasure of 
many holidays, I always looked 
forward to the Ottawa Fair as my 
chief holiday, and always took a 
deep interest in it, and would 
study from year to year how to 
prepare a creditable exhibit of 
honey, etc., for ihe Fair. And 
then to meet the keenest com­
petition from rival exhibitors in 
the most friendly manner. I have 
exhibited in Toronto and many 
other places. But I can assure 
you that the most kindly and 
harmonious feelings always ex­
isted among exhibitors of honey 
at Ottawa, which I found some­
times absent in Toronto and other 
places. Whiie every inch of 
ground was contested, yet har­
mony and good will was always 
the first consideration.

I was often sorry that friend 
“ Apis ” left a vacant chair there 
like myself. Put the sad loss of 
a dear child (as it is my case this 
time) and the pressure of other 
work prevented him from the 
pleasure of setting up his old-lime 
beautiful show of honey. If 
memory serves me right, he was 
my first competitor in that depart­
ment at Ottawa.

Mr. and Miss McLaughlin of 
Cumberland deserve great credit

for their splendid display of 
honey in September last. I hope 
Mr. Fraser will continue to be an 
exhibitor also, as there is some­
thing enobling in a honey exhibit, 
something that requires not only 
the finest product of the apiary, 
but skill, taste, intelligence, and a 
keen and critical eye, and also 
the disposition to accept a third 
prize if the judge thinks you 
don’t deserve any better, and to 
endeavour to please everybody, 
even if some fellow has not got 
just as much knowledge of the 
little busy bee as you think he 
ought to have. Long live the 
C.B.J. 1
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Mr. Geo. E. Johnston, of 
Bracebridge.Ont., in renewing his 
subscription for 1908, says, "I 
might say I have found the last 
three issues of the C.B.J. a decided 
improvement Before that time owi 
the reading matter in the journal If adding t
was not worth one quarter of the 1---------K
price asked. Therefore I am very 
glad to send my fee as subscriber 
to your journal, and wish you 
decided success, I shall be glad 
to write you later with news on 
bee-keeping.

[Thanks, friend Johnston ; wil 
be glad to hear from you at any 
time.—Ed ]

Mr. Calvin Boyd, Petrolia,
Ont., writes under oate of Jan. 13, . . . .. , uurenewing his subscription for twoEat 
years, and says, “I am pleased tol tQ are 
congratulate you on the decide*^ for°?° 
improvement in the quality auMT t’ - 011 
general make-up of the C.B.J.’E,

[Thanks, friend Boyd. We wisM«„ J 
there was one thousand like you 1 tg,

me means ol
___________________ - J« bees have
Ontario. We could then make th™ then yot 
C.B.J. a “hummer.’’—Ed.]
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SOME DONT’S OF BEE-KEEPING
By D. ANGUISH, Lambeth, Out.

(Read at Brant District Convention)

Don’t fail to put your very best 
energies to the front if you ever 
expect to be a kee-keeper worthy 
of the pursuit.

Don’t put off too late preparing 
your bees for winter, for that is 
where the greater number of the 
failures x>me in.

Don't expect your bees to winter 
weli if they are not well supplied 
with good stores early in the fall ; 
l»nd that is not all, for you must 
have them well packed on their 
summer stands early. Then the 

es and Nature will see to the 
est until the apple trees begin to 
loom the following spring.
Don’t fail during your leisure 
the winter season to visit some

rge bee-keeper, and take mental 
ites of anything you think worthy 
adding to your own system of 

lanagement. You might also note 
rhether he practices what he 
caches.
Don’t close your eyes and lie 
irmant all winter because your 
:s are well cared for, thinking 
t is all. Keep your thinking 

p on, for there is something yet 
do to solve problems for the 

iture.
Don’t think for a minute be- 
mse you have succeeded handling 

hundred colonies one season 
it you are capable of handling 

to iooo by your system all 
e, for you may throw up your 
too soon. The next season 
may find yourself devising 

le means of cleaning up combs 
bees have mostly all died on, 
then you will have to start

wisi

over again—probably with some 
other system ; and then what ?

Don’t try to copy all that you 
see in the bee journals, for you will 
wake up sometime to find yourself 
wrapped up in a sack to keep the 
heat all in, and defying the innocent 
little bees—but they will get there 
all the same. Better without either 
sack, vail, or mitts, but study the 
nature of your bees. This is. not 
all, for you will find lots of other 
things that you cannot see how it 
is that the other bee-keepers get 
along so well with. You may have 
the small hive with thumb-screws 
or springs and self-spacing frames ; 
the ordinary shallow hive with 
ordinary frames ; the medium hive 
with divisions between every comb 
to keep the bees from swarming ; 
and last, but not least, the large 
hive with portico and a door in the 
back to look for queen cells. All 
these appliances are all right in the 
bee-keepers’ hands who have them.

Don’t try to follow all of them, 
but try to work out a system of 
your own, even if it takes you a 
while to do it.

Don’t try to get along without 
the C.B.J. or Gleanings, for in 
either of them you will get a great 
deal of information and valuable 
hints that you may add to your 
system.

Don’t try to follow all the 
instructions that the journalists 
give you, or you may be heating 
up some of your customers too 
warm to melt the wax in their 
stomachs, and they may complain 
that comb honey is not healthy ; 
or you may find yourself hunting 
over the dry goods stores getting 
dry goods boxes to make hives 
with, and laths for frames, and
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making cheap cellars in sides of 
sand hills for your bees. They 
will tell you later not to go to a 
cheap store for a silk hat or Knox’s 
for a gold ring, or you may be 
classed with the cheap man.

Don’t ever expect to be a pro­
ducer of comb honey if you have 
to use unfinished sections for bait 
to induce your bees to go up in the 
supers, for in so doing you will 
have more swarms than you will 
have honey.

Don’t attempt to produce comb 
honey on a weak or medium colony, 
or extracted either, for it cannot 
be done.

Don’t fail to have your colonies 
all strong for the honey flow (or 
by the 10th of June), for that is 
about the time that our honey flow 
begins in these parts. That can be 
done if you only begin soon enough.

Don’t ever expect to be a suc­
cessful exhibitor if you have to 
hunt America over to find the 
honey to do it with ; for if you do, 
you are not only deceiving the 
public, but you are deceiving your­
self, and you will be found out 
sooner or later, as is always the case.

Don’t fail to be a member of 
some local bee-keepers’ association. 
In so doing you will not only 
derive benefits yourself, but you 
will also help some one else.

Also be sure and try to attend 
the O.B.K.A., for you will not 
only see the large guns in bee­
keeping, but you will see the small 
ones also. Even if it does cost quite 
a penny, you may be well repaid.

Don’t leave the O.B.K.A. until 
you have the pleasure of seeing the 
officers occupy a couple of valuable 
hours in appointing themselves 
back to office again whether they

have any bees or not, as has been 
done for the last number of years.

MOM TO com
Mr Editor : Dear Sir,—Through 

your permission I intend to follow 
up from month to month the 
“ Dont’s " in bee-keeping in my 
humble way. I hope some one 
may derive benefit At the same 
time I am open for criticism in a 
friendly way by any one who has 
made a study of the honey bee. 
But we must bear in mind that 
none of us are perfect nor ever will 
be. I am only a novice yet, and I 
have been at it for a number of 
years. d. ANGUISH.

Fkb. 1V08.

bran

Reeding J

Export Trade.—The Trade] 
and Commerce Weekly Repoi 
(92) says :—“ An English firm ol 
patent medicine manufacturer 
receiving large supplies of hone; 
from abroad is open to considei 
prices and samples of Canadiai 
honey. Lowest prices must 
stated for shipments to Liverpool 
the honey to be packed in barreli 
containing from l% cwts. uj 
wards.”

The Hurley Printing C( 
would be glad to hear from anj 
bee-keepers who may be in nec 
of business stationery or labels 1 
any kind. It is our intention 
prepare a special label for ten at 
five pound pails. We would 
very pleased to receive a fej 
samples of labels from those v.sit 
them, in order that we may have] 
better idea of what may be 
quired in this line. We can suppj 
immediately letter heads, bill 
heads, envelopes or anything 
printing that you may need.
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A CREAT CONVENTION
,f years. BRANT DISTRICT BEE-KEEPERS PROFITABLY DISCUSS THE

BUSY BEE

'hrough I Feeding /or Winter Comb Honey -
I follow I Brant District Bee-Keepers held 
th the I their annual Convention in Brant- 

in my I ford, Jan. 21-23, as announced. The 
one I se89*ons were largely attended not 

line I only by local bee-keepers, but also 
he same 1^. prominent bee-keepers from the 
sm in a I United States and from other parts 
who has!J tjje Province of Ontario. Among 

v bee |t*lese we might mention L. A. Aspin- 
ieV ‘v . Iwall, Jackson, Mich., ex-president of 
ind tnat|,|ie National Association U.S. ; O. L. 
ever wiUlHershiser, Buffalo, N.Y. ; F. J. 
t and lIMiller, London, Ont., President 

’ nflûntario Bee-Keepers Association ;
mDer fe. H. Smith, St. Thomas ; H G. 
□I5H. fcibbald, Toronto ; Wm. McEvoy, 

Ttoodburn; W. A. Chrysler Chatham; 
_ , Jjflls. "Armstrong, Chcapside ; D.

e 1 raaefcngujgh, Lambeth ; F. A. Gemmell, 
ReportRondon; Arthur Laing, Ash; Fergus 

1 firm ofgleMaster, St. Marys ; Egerton 
Shaver, Ancaster ; J. Burgess, 

ruJnnceton; G. W. Tebbs, Hespler; 
Of none*ames Fearman, York; Dr. Burt, 
COnsideeimcoe; Edwin Trinder, Simcoe; Lee 
'anadiaeeaupre, Simcoe; and others, 
must bj,^r' Edmondson, President of 

■ nA|F«‘ Brant County Association, occu-
îverpoo «le(1 pBe chair at the first session, 
n barreipnd in his opening address welcomed 

visitors. Introducing the pro­
p'll, the President called upon 
[tank P. Adams, owner of the 
[Bow Park Apiary,” to open the 

Jscussion on the topic for the 
from aliening: “Winter Stores, Natural or 
» in nee^rtifioial. Which?” — “When Given 

d Where Placed ?” Mr. Adams, 
taking from his personal expen­
se. said he was decidedly in favor 

feeding sugar syrup and early in 
fall for winter stores [the major- 
of those present agreeing with 

» on this] and that the strength 
the syrup should be two-thirds

Wts. Up

ting co|

■labelsc 
ention 
or ten an 
would 
ve a fej 
lose usinf
lay have*ar to one-third water. Messrs, 
ay be rBpinwall and Gemmell advocated 
•an supPw addition of a little tartaric acid 
' j. bill Prevent the svrup candying.

-*irs. Sibbald, Miller and others 
lytning Bj not think the acid necessary 
need. Bn making the syrup, Mr. Adams 

Tines the water to boiling point,

Wax Production All ably dealt with
then adds the sugar and feeds the 
syrup warm. Mr. Miller dissolves the 
sugar in cold water and feeds the 
syrup cold; he considers that boil­
ing is unnecessary and a waste of 
time. Mr. Aspinwall thought that 
Mr. Adams had made a good point 
in claiming that there is an econ­
omy of time in melting the sugar in 
warm water, and also in the bees 
taking down the warm syrup more 
rapidly. He believed that the acid 
might be dispensed with when feed­
ing early.

On the question whether contrac­
tion of brood chamber for winter­
ing is essential, Mr. Chrysler remark­
ed that th/ ideal condition is to 
have just the number of combs that 
the bess can comfortably cover. 
Mr. Laing objected to the contrac­
tion system, owing to the difficulty 
of disposing ot the extra combs and 
the danger of spreading foul brood, 
in case it existed in an apiary, by 
the interchange of the combs in the 
following spring. Mr. Sibbald said he 
practised contracting the brood nest, 
but he rendered the combs taken 
out into wax, inserting frame with 
full sheets of foundation in their 
place to complete the hive the follow­
ing spring.

Regarding time for feeding, many 
advocated this being done as early as 
possible, local conditions and late 
brooding had to be taken into ac­
count, but the work should be 
done the middle of October. Mr. 
Aspinwall said that if the bees are 
well and early packed, they can be 
fed at almost any time.

Reports on wintering to date 
showed conditions to be generally 
favorable and that bees are winter­
ing well both inside and outside.

SECOND SESSION
Mr. D. Anguish, Lambeth, read 

an excellent and pointed paper on 
“Some Dont’s in Bee-Keeping,” 
which was loudly applauded. The
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paper will be found elsewhere in this 
issue. By request, Mr. Anguish, 
who is an expert on comb honey, 
was asked to give some points on 
its production :

Mr. Anguish uses a divisible brood 
chamber. One of the principle 
things in his system which leads to 
success is his ability to raise a 
large force of bees prior to the 
honey flow, and, when the flow com­
mences, crowding the bees into one 
section of the brood chamber, the 
part having the most hatching 
brood. He places his comb honey 
super on this, and the bees go to 
work in it at once.

Some questions were submitted 
among them. What kind of Separator 
is Best ? Various answers—wood 
fence, wire, etc. ; What has been the 
experience of bee-keepers with two 
queens in the hive?

Mr. McEvoy: They don’t agree.
Mr. Baylass : They swarm. My 

conviction is that the system is a 
‘will-o-the-wisp.’’

Mr. Aspinwall : I have no faith in 
it. I can get more brood with two 
queens in two hives than two queens 
in one hive, the thing is unnatural.

Mr. Frank Adams said he had been 
successful with the Alexander system, 
with the double brood chamber with 
a queen in each and a queen- 
excluder between, for building up 
weak colonies in the spring ; placing 
a weak one on the top of a strong 
one.

Mr. Aspinwall: We should not have 
any weak colonies.

Mr. McEvoy : We don’t kill enough 
queens.

THIRD SESSION
Mr. Asoinwall, at the third session 

of the Convention, gave a demon­
stration of his Hive and his System 
of Management. Introducing his 
subject, he made the remark that the 
main cause of swarming is want of 
room, and that, in his experience, a 
square hive will swarm less than an 
oblong. These principles Mr. 
Aspinwall has kept before him in 
the invention of his hive which, he 
believes, will effectually handle the 
swarming problem without any

shaking or brushing of the bees, or 
any of the methods that have been 
formerly used for the purpose. His 
plan is that of separating the combs, 
during the swarming season, about 
one inch apart by a series of bee­
spaced slatted dummies or divider? 
inserted in alternation between the 
frames. These dummies have per­
pendicular slats %-inch wide, and 
spaced a bee-space apart, the whole 
being held together in a suitable 
frame. The brood frames proper 
have three perpendicular slats at 
each end, like three end bars, bee- 
spaced apart. This breaking-up of 
the brood nest or cluster, Mr. Aspin- 
wa.ll claims, has the effect of 
keeping the bees quiet and allaying 
swarming.

Apart from the seemingly compli 
cated construction of the hive and 
that it would be si*~ what unweildy 
for extensive manag t, the Con­
vention was impressed with Mr. 
Aspinwall’s principles of non-swarm­
ing and believed them to be good. 
The Meeting passed a very hearty] 
vote of thanks at the close of hisj 
address.
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Mr. Sibbald’s paper on “Rendering] 
Combs into Beeswax,” and démonstra­
tion of his Method and Wax PressJ 
was a feature of the session. Mr. 
Sibbald’s paper will be found in an­
other column. The Sibbald Press will 
be welcomed among bee-keepers 01 
account of its simplicity, while em- 
bodying the leading features of thi 
best wax extractors on the market 
The low price also at which it cai 
be purchased brings it within thi 
reach of all. Mr. Sibbald remark, 
about the tenacity with which b. 
keepers throughout the country hek 
to their old combs, and declared thi 
this was one of the things that ii 
specters had to fight against in theij 
efforts to eradicate foul brood.

Mr. O. L. Hershiser addressed tl 
meeting on “The History of the Wi 
Press,” and commended Mr. Sibbuldl 
new introduction, in which some 
the main principles were his o' 
Mr. Hershiser spoke of the inipn 
sions that were wrongly given in 
gard to the water method of pressi 
wax. that the wax is inferior 
that of other methods. This he
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bees, or I futed most emphatically and exhibit- 
ve been I ed to the meeting several samples to 
se. HU I prove his statements. A resolution 
» combs. I was passed by the Convention sup- 
1, about I porting his contention 

of bee- I Votes of thanks wore passed to the 
dividers I Department of Agriculture for their 
reen the I interest in bee-keeping and for send­
ive per-1 ing Mr. Sibbald, o le of the provincial 
de, and I inspec tors, to speak on the subject 
ie whole I of rendering wax ; and to Mr. Sibbald 

suitable I for his presence and careful detailed 
I proper I description of his method. Also to 
slats at I Mr. Hershiser for his leading part 
ars, bee-1 in the solution of the wax rendering 
ng-up of I problem, for his attendance at the 
r. Aspin-1Convention and his address.
■fleet ol

allaying a FOURTH SESSION
r eompli-l F- J Miller, I ondo i, gate an excel- 
hive andlknt paper on "Out-Door Wintering,” 
unweildvF'hieh will be found elsewhere in 
the Con-l'hU issue. Mr. Miller winters all his 
»rith Mr.lUes out doors, and he can readily 
in-swarm-P6 accepted and relied upon as an 
be hood.pat'mrity on this system. In the way 

■v hearty!11? has described, he brings his bees 
se of hisPhrough from year to year with 

“Tactically no winter losses.
Jas. Armstrong, Cheapside, who fol- 
ws the same system, opened the

Rendering
lemonstra-L, -
ax Press,liscussion on Mr. Miller s paper and
ion. Mr 
nd in an' 
Press will 
eepers 01

ich it caif 
rithin thi 

remarked 
vhich

id that he had followed this plan 
r almost twenty years. Four hives 

a case with a packing of four or 
ive inches of dry sawdust or mixed 

while en®1'1 fine planer shavings, wheat or 
es of thy chaff is also good, but never 
e marketP?ver chaff as it holds the moisture 

™id will heat and mould. Mr. 
■mstrong leaves the covers on the 
Ives and packs over all. He leaves 
ie queen-excluder on, the rim en­

quiry helBrine a bee-space or passage for 
■lared the* bees above the frames, and he 

™ives a winter entrance to the out- 
le 2 x % in. His hives are placed 
the cases facing four ways.

G. Sibbald, w'ntering outside, 
ices four in a case, two hives side 
side and back to back with othe* 
i; he sets his cases facing 
ierent directions. Some one made 
rein ark that the bees facing the 

it side do not winter as well as 
others.

;s that lfl 
st in theif 
ad.
Iressed thl 
if the Wai 

8ibbiiW| 
h some i 

his o* 
he impre^ 
iven in
of pressii 
inferior
Phis he

l|r Aspinwall said that in his 
r* with a 2-inch entrance con­

tracted to X-inch, his bees wintered 
well and consumed as little stores as 
in the cellar.

He has had a most exceptional ex­
perience in wintering, in that he has 
not lost a colony for over fifteen 
years. He wintered out doors on the 
summer stands. By careful manipu­
lation and close attention, every col­
ony going into winter quarters, is a 
good strong colony with a young, vig­
orous queen. Contraction of the 
brood chamber so that there will be 
no more combs than the bees will 
cover. Combs well supplied with 
stores. For stores sugar syrup is fed, 
made by boiling two parts of sugar, 
to one of water, with a little tartaric 
acid added—al out a teaspoonful dis­
solved in a little water to twenty 
pounds of syrup. Feeding is done by 
means of inverted air feeders over 
the cluster. His packing consists of 
planer shavings and coarse sawdust, 
about three inches thick at -.e bot­
tom and sides, and four or six inches 
on top. This manner of packing per­
mitted late feeding in fall or winter 
if required. The feed is given warm, 
the bees smoked a little, and the hive 
tapped in order to arouse the bees 
from a dormant condition to one of 
activity, thus insuring the discovery 
of the feed, and the creation of a 
disposition to take it down. Twenty- 
four pounds in twenty-four hours have 
been fed in this way The propollzed 
quilt is always removed before final 
packing, and In its place is put muslin 
or cheese-cloth. The packing is placed 
immediately over this. By this plan 
the moisture was taken up from the 
hive, leaving it dry, and Its air pure. 
It was found that the top of the pack­
ing was moist. This was because the 
moisture condensed on striking cold 
air. This was remedied by small 
openings under the outer case cover, 
through which the air could circulate, 
and thus keep moisture at a minimum. 
Hive entrances were about four inches 
wide, and were not directly opposite 
the entrance through the outer case, 
thus securing sun shade and wind­
break.

Mr. McEvoy and others spoke of 
their success wintering in single 
cases, that is, hives packed singly.
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CLOSING SESSION
W. A. Chrysler, Chatham, in the 

chair. Mr. Chrysler, opening the 
discussion on "Co-operation for 
Marketing and Other Purposes,” 
said that co-operation is the proper 
thing especially for those who have 
not the best facilities for marketing. 
The large producer can stand alone. 
He has the advantages of better con­
nection. There are difficulties in co­
operation, but there are difficulties 
in almost everything in connection 
with the pursuit, but it is in the over­
coming of these that we succeed. In 
other businesses there are uniformity 
of prices. With bee-keepers, one is 
selling at eight cents, another at nine 
and another at ten, and so forth. 
There is no uniformity. Our Honey 
Crop Committee, in connection with 
the Ontario Bee-Keepers Association 
has been a great boon in maintain­
ing prices, but we want some system 
of marketing that will assist the small 
producer, and this might be done 
through some local organization that 
would handle his product.

Mr. Chrysler illustrated how this 
had been carried out successfully in 
fruit lines, and thought that a some­
what similar system could be adopted 
by the bee-keepers.

Mr. McEvoy did not consider that 
co-operative selling was practicable 
for the bee-keepers generally, and 
spoke of his experience and success 
in the British market.

Mr. Sibbald, supporting Mr. 
Chrysler’s views, said he believed 
that some system of co-operative 
selling should be introduced ; that it 
would be less expensive and prevent 
the too prevalent cutting of prices; for 
instance, one man selling in Toronto 
the product of three would not cost 
as much as the three selling separ­
ately and individually, and desides 
they would not be competing one 
against the other. Co-operation is for 
the distant market. As matters stand 
at present, the producer sells to the 
broker and the broker to the whole­
sale grocer and the wholesale grocer 
to the retail grocer and the retail 
grocer to the consumer, and all these 
must have their margin of profit. 
There should be some place where the 
honey could be placed on thé market

without having to pass through so 
many hands. The Department of 
Agriculture has dealt generously with 
the bee-keepers this season. The De­
partment is going to place an exhibit 
of fruit in Winnipeg, and it has been 
suggested that an exhibit of honey be 
also placed there, and this no doubt 
will be done. Speaking of the work 
of the Honey Crop Committee of the 
O.B.K.A., which has been so appre­
ciated and has been such a great 
benefit in maintaining prices among 
the "embers of the Association, 
Mr. Sibbald said that the Secretary 
would, he was sure, be pleased to 
advise any member regarding prices, 
who will write him enquiring before 
the annual circular is issued. The 
Committee, keeping in touch with 
conditions, know pretty well what the 
market values are going to be. He 
thought that in connection with this 
proposed co-operative marketing, the 
members reports might be made to 
include the probable amount of sur­
plus honey on hand after supplying 
the local market.

After considerable further discus 
sion along the same lines, the follow- 
ing resolution was passed :

Moved by Arthur Laing. seconded b] 
H. G. Sibbald. "Resolved that thii 
Convention approve of the princli 
of Co operative Marketing, and thi 
the committee appointed by the 
B. K. A. report as arranged for thj 
spring meetings of the local associ 
tion."

The Convention ns a whole wi 
very satisfactory and heartily anpi 
tinted. Such local annual gather! 
could not but help to unite the h 
keepers and assist in building ui 
keeping and giving it the place 
should occupy among other 
cultural pursuits.

Pea. it**

*1

BOUND VOLUMES OF THE CANl| 
DIAN BEE JOURNAL.

If any of our readers wish their 
Journals bound up, we will be vej 
pleased to bind them. The charee 
be 50c. We have some of e* 
month of 1907 left over, and will s^ 
ply these bound for $1.50.
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While the subject of rendering and 
clarifying beeswax is up for discus­
sion, it may not be out of order for 
me to mention a little "wrinkle” I 
happened on for removing the impuri­
ties from a boiler or other vessel of 
melted wax. Previous to using it I 
used to be bothered by finding foreign 
matter of various kinds imbedded in 
the under side of the cakes of wax 
when they were removed from the 

* ^èforeltoiler—matter which had a specific 
The| gravity so nearly equal to that of wax 

that it would not settle or rise out of 
Vt) at Hel1*1® way °* cooling wax, no matter 
with 111i-■ h°w much time was given it. Wax 
eting, tlielthat has gone through a press seldom 

made to| contains any foreign matter except 
pollen, which is easily removed from 
the bottom of the cakes, but when 

er disonsleappings or comparatively clear comb 
the follow-^ij melted up there are sure to be more 

ir less dead bees, cocoons, slivers off 
Irames, scraps of paper, or any com- 
lination of a thousand other things in 
it. Some will rise.to the top, and 
me will sink into the water under 
ie wax, while a certain number will 

le just in the bottom of the wax. 
ing too light to go into the water 
id too heavy to float on the wax. 
lese are what make the trouble, 
inv a dead bee, cocoon, or other 
ich "critter,” have I dug with my 
ick-knife out of the bottom of an 
Iherwise perfect cake of wax. Then 
in idea happened along. I had skim- 

the top of the melted wax, why 
it skim the bottom, too, and get the 
ithersome things that were on it out 
the way? Great scheme! I got a 

of wire screen the same width, 
a little wider, than the inside of 
boiler, dished it on one side so it 

mid fit the rounded end, and. after

nt of suri
supplying

îconded bi 
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the wax was off the fire for an hour 
or so, and everything had had time to 
find its level, I quietly removed the 
wrapping and cover, slid my "strain­
er” down one end of the boiler until 
it touched the bottom, moved it slowly 
{.long to the other end, giving the wax 
time to go through without crowding, 
lifted it carefully up on a slant at the 
other end, and there I had it. After 
pressing most of the wax out of the 
mass of mush that the strainer 
brought up, it was dumpeu on the 
scrap heap, to go through the press 
at the next rendering. The work of 
putting the skimmer through the wax 
a couple or three times only requires 
five or ten minutes, and when it is 
done I have the satisfaction of know­
ing that there is nothing in the wax 
but wax, and nothing between it and 
the water but a little pollen, which 
can be scraped off in a minute when 
the cake becomes cool. After "skim- 
ming the bottom” the wax is covered 
up snugly until it cools sufficiently to 
bo removed from the boiler, which is 
usually eight to twelve hours or more, 
according to the amount of wax.

On page 78, in "Gleanings" for Jan­
uary I5th, Dr. Miller, in one of his 
"Straws," says: "When you catch a 
moth, pull off its head; and, if it is 
a female—nine times out of ten it will 
be one—it will almost immediately be­
gin feeling around with its ovipositor. 
Shut together your thumb and finger, 
and let the ovipositor feel its way into 
the crack between them, and a very 
little round white egg will be laid 
there—perhaps several." If the Doc­
tor had said "perhaps several doten. 
and possibly several hundred," he 
would have hit nearer the mark (at 
least for this locality). The writer 
happened on this same phenom»i m 
a few years ago, and, after playing
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at various times, came to the conclu­
sion that eome person with more time 
at his disposal would have to under­
take to stay with one of these birds 
until it had laid all its eggs. The 
number on one occasion was consider­
ably over a hundred (the exact num­
ber was not noted down, an omission 

I many times since regretted), and a 
I couple of other times well up to the 

- I hundred mark. Wish I had a queen 
lthat could shell 'em out aa fast—only 

= II wobld want her to have a head on.

|THE NATIONAL CONVENTION TO 
BE HELD IN AN IDEAL SPOT

The National Convention has not al- 
ays been fortunate in its place of meet­

ing. Sometimes it has been held near a 
noisy, dusty street, where the rattling of 
)rucks over stone pavements, and the 
jumble of street cars, would often com- 
lletely drown the speaker’s voice. Again 
It has been held iu some hot, close hall, 
Ip two or three flights of stairs 
1 We have not always been thus unfortu­
nate. Some of the meeting places have 

en vety comfortable and well adapted 
our needs ; but never, in its 40-odd 

:ars of existence, has the National Asso- 
iation met in a place 90 ideally perfect 
1 the one chosen for the coming conven- 

n, to be held next October in Detroit, 
lichigan. It is the pavilion, or sun 
Vlace, built by the W»yne Hotel almost 

^■pressly for the use of conventions. It 
I|iack of the hotel, away from the noise 

1 duet of the main street, and extends 
to the very edge of the Detroit 

er, where the traffic of the great lakes 
be seen passing and re-passing, at 

I hours of the day. At one side of the 
ivilion is a little garden, or private park, 
fed with beautiful flowers, trees, lawns 
i walks. Upon the other side is Third 
let, but it is paved with asphalt, which 

little sound ; besides, the street 
1 at the river and is not much used 
eite the pavilion.

he pavilion is two stories high, and it 
1 the upper story where the conven- 

1 will ,be held. The sides can all be 
[own wide open, allowing the cool, 

breezes to sweep through ; or the 
idoiws may all be drawn down if de- 
Alt. If the weather is cool enough to

need it, steam heat can be turned on. In 
fact, we will be able to rid ourselves of 
noise, dust, heat or cold. We can sit at 
our ease, with the beautiful river at our 
feet, and the spires and chimneys, and 
wooded hills, of the King’s domain 
(Canada) looming up in the («stance.

Near the center of the pavilion, but 
somewhat to one side, is an enclosed 
space, perhaps 40 or 50 feet across, the 
sides mostly of glass and extending from 
floor to ceiling. In this will be a capital 
place to exhibit honey, wax and supplies— 
near at hand, yet not right in the conven­
tion room, which sometimes causes an­
noyance.

All of these comfortable quarters will 
be free, with the understanding that we 
make our headquarters at the Wayne 
hotel. The Wayne is a strictly first-class 
house—what some of us common folks 
might call high-priced. It has an un­
usually large office, or lobby, with two 
fire-places, or grates as they are now 
called, marble floor and supporting pillars, 
with large, leather-bound lounging chairs 
and sofas—a delightful visiting place for 
us between sessions. Everything is quiet, 
orderly and well managed—no more de­
sirable stopping place could be found.

What are the rates ? They run from 
J2.50 to $4.50, American plan—that is, 
including meals. But here is the bargain 
that we have made : They will take care 
of 150 bee-keepers at $2.50 per day, pro­
vided two will occupy the same room— 
and who ever heard of a bee-keeper at a 
convention who wished to be put off alone 
in a room all by himself ? In order to 
give this flat rate for so large a number, 
many rooms will be used for which the 
charge, ordinarily, is much higher.

Of course, no one will be compelled to 
stop at the Wayne, and there are other 
hotels within two blocks where 200 peo­
ple extra can be cared for at from $1.2$ 
to $2.25 per diy. In these times, how­
ever, it is difficult, in a large city, to 
secure really desirable accommodations 
much less than $2.00 a day, and when 
one has paid that much, besides several 
other dollars to reach the city, it seems 
foolish to allow a paltry 50 cents a day 
stand in the way of joining the crowd, 
and bring “one of the boys.”

Ouc thing more : The Michigan Central 
and the Big 4 railroad station stands iust 
across the street from the Wayne, while 
the Union station, used by the Pere Mar­
quette, Wabash and Canadian Pacific, is



M
M

M
BN

BM
M

CBH
RK

A
t

Fkh 1906.

60 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE

trade mark» 
Demons

'un’’ Coftrights Ac.
lyon* sending » sketch end description mr 
kly eeeerteln our opinion free whether ss

notice, without

111 secreted weekly.
eetentlflo Journal.

e yanr, postage prepehL

F W- Washington

THE CANADIAN BEE JOUBNAL

only two blocks sway. The Grand Trunk 
and the Lake Shore and Michigan South­
ern station is several blocks away.perhaps 
seven or eight, but is easily reached by 
street cars that pass the Wayne. The 
electric suburban car station is within easy 
walking distance-only four or five blocks.

The dates for holding the convention 
have been fixed on October 13. 14 and 15 
—at a time when the weather conditions 
in the North are usually ideal. The heat 
and dust of summer have passed, and 
wintry blasts and snow drifts are in the 
distant future.

W. Z. Hutchinson, Sec. N.B.K.A. 
Flint, Mich., Feb. 10th, 1908.

Will 111 EXClMIfC cum
A YOUNG APIARIST before starting business 

for himself, intends to spend a season, as 
assistant, in a large apiary of Ontario or 
Eastern SUtes.—Address, A. O. COMIRE, St. 
Francois du Lac, Co. d’Yamaska, Qua.

EEC EAR Cl—An Edison’s Concert Phono­
graph in exchange for next year s Honey. Can 
make your own Records. Lots of fun ; or will 
buy your honey.—G. A. D8ADMAN.Brussels.Ont.

F01 SALE—One hundred 
Bees in

THE AMERICAN
,a Review,, 
^Reviews®'

^ KVWIVVI

Reviews
Sura MooQzine
eon 

Bee Journal
ALL FOR

$3.00

___ _____ ,0Ionics of the
beat Bees in Canada, with all appliances. 
Splendid outfit.—Por particulars address, A. 
LAING, Acton, Out.

FOB SAL* 01 ***T—Apiary, Supply and 
Honey buaineaa, with houae, shop and other 
bnildfngl ; terme easy.—Por particulars apply to 
R. H. SMITH, St. Thomas. Ont.
"lies FOB SALK-' To R. P. Holtennann

The one colony of your Bees I received last 
spring gave me two good swarms and nearly 
tee sections of comb honey"—O. W. Tebba, Supt 
Orphan Boys' Home, Hespeler, Ont. Will 
try and give those desiring breeding stock aa 
good stock and same blood aa above.—Write 
R. P. HOLTBRMANN. Brantford, Ont.

WAWTBB—One hundred lbs. Honey in Lang, 
strath brood frames, or unfinished sections for 
winter feeding.—Address, P. H. HAMILTON. 
Box 4S1, Toronto Junction, Ont.

WE WANT
A Reliable Local Salesmen

Por BRANTPORD and adjoining country to 
represent

"CANADA’S GREATEST NURSERIES." 
Largest list of commercial and domestic fruits- 

large and email ; ornamentals and shade trees ; 
flowering shrub#, vines, roses ; fine seed potatoes 
one of our specialties.

Stook that is hardy comes from us.
A permanent situation for right men, for whom 

territory will be reserved. Pay weekly ; free 
equipment.

Write for particulars.
STONE AND WELLINGTON 

Fonthlll Nurseries (850 acre»), Toronto, Ont.

PouUry News
HELPS YOU MAKE MONEY

25 Cents Yearly 

Write for Sample

PAUL F. WILLIAMS
PUBLISHES

New Brunswick, New Jersey, U.SA


