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Pamphlet No. 18 |y "Z^

New Provincial Political
^

Platform p^^^
(By J. B. MUSSELMAN. Ccatrd Scer«t«ty)

At I he last annual convention of the Sas-
katflK'wan drain Growers' Association, the Cen-
tral Hoard was instructed to prepart a draft
programme of desirable ])rovincia! legislation
and policy of administration for submission first
to the locals of the Association for study and
• liscussion ami laior i.. ih.- It; district conven-
tions covering the entire province. Finally it
\v:i; come i>efore the next annual convention
Un- Its consideration and probable adoption >vith
sut h modifications as it may see lit to make
In all probability it will then become the pro-
vincial political platform of the Association
which will endeavor tf. ensure that onlv con-
scientious supporters of it are elected "at the
next provincial election.

Federal Political Action

A few years ago the organized farmers ofLanada, acting through their Central bodvwhich IS known as the Canadian Council of
Agriculture, drew up a schedule of their federal
legislative demands together with a short state-ment of principles to which they adhere Thishas become known as the "New National Policy"

11(1 t.nms the basis of a new political group inederal ejections. In the three prairie provinces.

h s ni«ff™^^''
Brunswick, the supporters ofthis platform are a 'ready organized for effec-tive expression of tnemselves at the next fed-eral election.

One of the principal reforms which this newgroup, now commonly known as the NewNationals, is achieving, is grouping the electors



for the nomination and election of tiieir repre-
sentative purely on the basis of their common
(It'sirt^ to support tlio platform outlint 1. The old

party basis of division with the okl i)arty

machine domination of nominali-iK convention*;
is to be entirely eliminated and electors an-
asked to group themselves on the basis of then-

common devotion to issues rather than to .i

desire to return any set of political leaders to

power. It is confidently believed that by this
means only can a true expression of public
opinion be secured through the medium of
elections.

The Associ;ition in convention passed also a
resolution declaring that provincial elect? s

should be f.eed from federal issues so of ce-

lt is not intended that the organization f( d

of supporters of the federal platform sh-..i be
used in a provincial election.

Democratic Nominating Conventions Demanded

This same spirit of independence is demand-
ing equally democratic selection of representa-
tives in provincial elections. In the pa>;t ap-
peals to electors in provincial elections hav« been
in considerable measure on federal issues. The
effect of this on electors was to cause them to

vote for candidates for the legislature, who, if

elected, were to do the business of Saskatche-
wan, without a clear .knowledge of their fitness
for the task or of a devotion in common with
their supporters to a set of provincial political
principles. Indeed, all too often the electors
themselves had not clearly formed such in their
own minds. Candidates were voted for or op-
posed according as electors agreed or differed
with them on an issue having no connection
with their duties if elected. Such an appeal is

narrow and partizan and likely to secure an
expression of the prejudices rather than the
best judgment of electors on the real issues
involved.

The big convention, seeking to correct this
abuse, passed the following resolution:

—

"Whereas provincial election issues have at
times been beclouded by strictly federal mat-
ters:

1^1 S^Siwda^ SfolmS^"^



•And. whereas, inHUfficient public notice of

pendinfT electioriH has at times a*dded to the
•lifiicultv of securinff truly representative nom-
inating conventions:

"THwrefore. be It resolved, and it is hereby
i-e"iv->lve(l, that in futurf roprfsentatlon at nomi-
iiati ij? conventions sliould be on the basis of t le

•,l<»Hiit' of electors to support in common a le><is-

lativp programme and policy of administralioi^
clearly dolined and made public sufficiently loiit;

before the calling of such conventions, to enable
the electors to secure proper representation of
themselves on such basis; and, fui'ther. that the
time for the provincial election or bye-election
should be published at least sixty days prior
thereto.'*

A People's Provincial Platform

Logicallv. then if the electors are to be freed
from heel udin^ of issues and from party
machine domination and to group themselves as
outlined in the resolution, someone must talce

the responsibility of drafting sucii "program
and policy, clearly defined." Obvious y the As-
sociation itself could not escape the responsi-
bility, at least the convention so decided, ami
instructed its Board of Directors to proceed
as outlined in the opening paragraph.

The directors have taicer this duty very ser-
iously. Being a ia.rge body which cannot meet
frequently it had to delegate Uie task of all

preliminaries to f Erecutive which in turn
has placed th« v ' Secretary under in-
structions to Im flcally besides the local
as.soclations suca .^.-^entative public bodies as
are known to Inttji^^si, themselves in matters
of legislation and Eovernmant administration
to' present memoranda of such suggestions as
they care to make of matters in their opinion
suitable for ino.osion in the proposed platform.
Indeed, suggestions will b« glady received from
anyone caring to make them. Our purpose is

to get clearly before us as many various views
of the problems involved as we can. Many sug-
gestions have already come to hand, all will
be carefully considered, compared with each
other and with existing legislation, studied as
to their legal feasibility and finally be presented
to the full Board.
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Mon-CIsM and Non- Partisan

The ilirt'ctors liavc iltclart'il that thf |»r<i

lioacd platform must iDiUain vo nuMelv vot*'-

catchiiiK r» ariks ami that, it must t)f iii the hv^:

permanent intfre.sts of uu- people U8 a whoU-.
It must geek no clasH advantages and muHt
make no appeal tu clasH, race or reliffious preju-
diceH. Its main purpose must be to express the
best thought of the i)r()viince on matters of pub-
lic moment and not eltlier to return any set of
leaders to power or iw oust the exist.iip Knverii-
iju tit If suKKfsl ioiKs ai>p«-ar sound and fcasibl"
to I hi' T'.nard tlu-y will be incluvled in the draft

platform for consideration by th« AsHociation
even if not now popu'ar. If they are good they
will hecome poimlar when understood

W'e hoj»e with the friemlly fo-operation of the
best thought of all classes and tlie sympathetic
support of the press which thus far has been
freely accorded us, to evolve a provincial
political proprramme so sane and sound and so
fair to all interests as to merit the sui urt of
all reasonable persons.

I''ift.\' thousand citizens of the province will

have a votinp voire in making this programme.
When comideted it will iriih- he a pe pie's plat-
form. I-i'ur such a i)!atfoi in and for its success-
ful application to the at't'airs of Saskatche-
wan the people will feel a new sense of re-
sj)onsibility that will accomplish much In de-
veioi)'ns a furer appreciation of the duties and
!)rivilej?es of citizenship.

It should be clearly understood that this is

not a party movement, either for or against the
existinpT government. It is primarily an ex-
pression of political independence from the old
party methods and a demand for truly denio-
cintic expression at the polls. Instead of elect-
ing supporters or opponents of a party leader
who e:ther is or hopes to become premier, the
electors are demanding a means for Intelligent
expression of their own views at the polls and
we believ. that by the method proposed this
can be ac( omplished.
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