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CANADA 'AND ABORIGINAL PEOPLE

P A R T N E R S H l P
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- faimess, justice and equahty of opportumty L L T
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- THE NEED FOR CHANGE .

" Aboriginal people have occupied the-te-rriréry.h;)w.f,LT' "

called Canada for the past 40 000 years.. Many-~
~diverse and autonomous Aboriginal nations lived in -
~ the territory as hunters and gatherers for most of that- ~
“time. However, in the 18th and 19th centuries, - ~
"contact with the Europeans began to change
- traditional Aboriginal ways of life forever. -~ - .
- For the next century, governments pursued successive:

-ABORIGINAL. PEOPLE AS ‘A PERCENTAGE -
. OF THE CANADIAN POPULATION
< Abori/gincl Population ~ .
“= (4,3% of the total Canadian - -
. - population) - "

_ i\_-Tbtéul' anodicn p-x‘)puvlqﬁon v

' V‘So'urce:'Stotisﬁc‘s‘Ccnaad,‘ ]991-Census;,- .

r’str:otegiles o 'ossimildte‘.‘-/_'\borigihol peoplé ihto;the o
larger non-Aboriginal society. These policies often
had the opposite effect, and contributed to decades of

Aboriginal nations.” .

~ However, in the early-1950s Canada began to- A
infroduce policies designed to improve conditions for - -

: Aborigincr)p.ebple.' “Over the next four decades .

. Aboriginal people saw improvements to health and -,

living conditions, local economies and education: . -

" Governments also began to fransfer ownership and -

management of land .and natural resources. Today, ' -

".and political rights enjoyed by other Canadians, as. -
* . well as Constitutional recognition of their special treaty - -
- and Aboriginal rights. " S o
Al‘ThougH condi.rio_n's for'Ab'cjriginol peoplé'h’dve L

- improved significantly, much work remains to be done. |
- In recognition of this, the Government of Canada is-
pursuing a number of initiatives to address outstanding
issues and fulfil commitments that have been made to.
. ‘Aboriginal people. The basis for this effort is the .~
- Government's pledge, as arficulated in the policy

" document Creating Opportunity: The liberal Plan for |-
Canada, to build a new partnership-with Aboriginal -~ -

~ peoples that is based on frust, mutual respect and - -
participation in the deci_sion—moking process. )

- A NEW APPROACH '

It is time for a change. 'We must define and .

" undertake together creative initiatives designed fo -

achievé faimess, mutual respect, and recognition .-
of rights.” o I

Creating Opporfunity: The Liberal Plan for
~Canada N v
September 199

e

" The Government's new. approach.is to ensure that

Aboriginal people have the hecessary tools to become

- selfsufficient and selfgoverning within the Canadian =+ . - =+
- federation.  Toward this end, the Government is = -~ o
" working with Aboriginal people to address the -+ .
R obstoc%

cles to their development and enable them to
marshal the human and physical resources needed to -
build -and sustain vibrant communities. - S

“The Government's goal is a future where:

‘a vaofigi.nol Fedplé, >e'riioy;c standard of Iiving and 7

-quality of lite and opportunity equal to those of B
other Canadians; S A

o :Ab_c.)r‘igiﬁql pé_aqprlé live selfreliantly; . - o

i ] contributed f : ‘B all Canadians are enriched by.Aboriginal cultures
political, economic and cultural- decline among™ - -~ = -

“and are commitied to the fair sharing of the -
-potential of their nafion; = -

B Aboriginal children grow up in securé fomilies.
. and healthy communities, with the opportunity to ©
take their full place'in Canada.. - S

- WHo ARE THE |

.~ ABORIGINAL, PEOGPLE oF CANADA?

Abariginal people.in Canadahave all the cil, legal " . Canada’s Ab'orig‘i‘hol population is estimated ot about

1.2 million, or approximately 4.3 per cent of the : -

overall Canadian population of 28 million.: - -

. ABORIGINAL PEOPLE BY GROUR
L Méfis 192100

|nU|t 30800 “Non-Status . ..

Indians: 405 000

Status Indians on
rese_rve:::%% 444

Status l_ndidns off * S
.feserve: 226 872. °

S‘c')u;rce:. Statistics Canodo',v'lQQ'l.-: Census . .~

- The Canadian Constitution recognizes three groups of =
. Aboriginal people: Indians, Invif and Métis.. Although-
- they s,%cre much in _ '

- Aboriginal groups with unique heritages,- languages,

in common, these are separate

cultural practices, spiritual beliefs dnd contemporary.
concerns. . e




Within the Indian population, there are both- Status .
and ‘Non-Status Indians. ~Status Indians, who are also
- referred fo as “First Nations people”, are those who

" have been “registered” under federal legislation. -

-Registration entitles individuals to certain’ benefits,

" including the option 1o live on reserves, special areas .

" of land that have been set aside by the Government
_of Canada for the sole use and benefit.of Indian - - -

“bands (formally recognized groups of Indians). “There
are about 2300 reserves across Canada, comprising

. over 2.8 million hectares of land — an area almost as

large as Belgium.

N ; -About 60 per cent of status Indians
live onreserves. T .1 S
The remaining Status Indians, as well as Non-Status
~+Indians, live off reserves, often in urban centres. In -
fact, a larger proportion of the ‘overall Indian ™
nopulation (Status and Non-Status combined) now.
ives in urban centres than on reserves. - The vast
~majority of Inuit live in.small communities scattered. -
- throughout the eastern Arctic region of the Northwest -
Tertitories and along the' coastlines of northern Quebec
and Labrador. The maijority of Métis are concentrated -
in the three Prairie provinces of Manitoba, ' .
* Saskatchewan and Alberta, where there are many

" ABORIGINAL/NON-ABORIGINAL  POPULATION. o
BY PROVINCE AND  TERRITORY

l :Non-Aboriginal4 -
Thouso.nd_§ S é§72.§ 9?33-5 v i  2.37].0 3078:5 i )
1200 — ' T R

10001

800

600

AT AN R A A AL I R S S .

SO0 NN SPTSORG5S PR PR AP l
R SR SRR S LSRR W Wi A NN VT S P ATHO 1
AR AT ) AT B LN, o WAL, S AN s AW PR 2RO PR l

P e p—— . o
AN BN TSI AR ooy s [N

iB
2 -y
- K i
i
: £
, { {
200 3 N
i < H 1~
0 H 3 1 H ] 1H
- - e . T : - v
EIN IR N A
-9 g 8§ .3 8§ L Lo N 2. 9
Y, e S 2 s £ s Q2 =0 § IS 2
S R g - Ye) § § <. § & &
S P o s .0 .9 o) &
g o .5 9 <R IF 9] oo
EIRNE - S g s 2.3
2 0 @ - 0 K3 X [
Z wy =z B 5 PO
- . . S -%s
e~ - ' -

predominantly Métis communities. ..

Historiccx”y,_’ Aboriginal people were as diverse in their
lifestyles, political systems, customs and beliefs as the
*people.of the different countries of Europe, Asia and

,‘Soﬁrce‘;" Statistics Coh'ddd,» 1_991' Cehéﬁs of Ccncdd -

- Afr‘ic"o; ; Thé;se aifférehcéS'féméfn évidenf todq{y, .o‘r‘id .

- are reflected in the existence of several Indian cultural” -

areas in Canada; each composed of a number of -~ .+
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have their own distinct customs;
beliefs and concerns. The Inuit form a
separate cultural area in the North. .-
The Métis, who also have a unique.

“culture; are persons of mixed Indian
and European ancestry. ' ’

Further evidence of the diversity of -~
Aboriginal people can be found in the
“existence oF 1} mdjor linguistic - »
families, each consisting of individual ~
but related languages. - In total, more’

Ccnrod'o-(see map). - -

. ACKNOWLEDGING *
- THE °PAST

For Aboriginal people, one of the’
most important documents in
Canada’s history is the Royal .
Proclamation-of 1763. . Among other
things, this Proclamation decreed that
only the British Crown could deal with
Indians on land matters. . Since that™
time,” governmenfs have sought fo

Source: Indian and Northern Affoirs'Co‘nddd

v,

- “tribes” or “nafions” that confinue to~ .

than .50 Aboriginal langudges existin * .



. make le.g'cily' bindivngﬁgkr‘ee.men‘ts-wiﬂ; Aboirigi'riol'»;_»._

groups fo clarify the interests of each party.

~ One way that governments dealt with Indians on-ldnd
- matters was by signing treaties. 'Under these legally - -
*_enforceable agreements, various Aboriginal groups . ©
-~ exchanged undefined rights to specified areas of land"-
- for defined, written rights and benefits.- Treaties were _ - -
used by the Crown to clear lands of Aborigingl title so- -
that setlement or. resource development could - © -~
. proceed. Between 1763 and 1923, more than-
~-50 land-cession treaties were signed with Indian- -~ -
groups.in Canada. -~ - : : L

A key provision of many of these treaties was that
‘Indians would have their'own land base, or reserve -
- lands. -For.many’ groups, however, setflement in @
~ permanent community. was a new and alien concept.
*-. . Curtailing their traditional hunting and fishing activities - -
"~ made them increasingly dependent on nonraditional -
"~ sources of food and-government support. - As well, the -

e Approximately |
~ 2300 parcels of reserve
7..land are divided among
-+ Canada’s 606 Indian] -
£.2% bands. The average band
A ~+ " population is
- 650 persons. Only
©. 16 bands have a] -
. population
- < of more

>+ than 2000.

| INDIAN BANDS

| '>S;c>urc.e:".ln‘didn‘dhc“i 10 roy
.- Northern Affairs Canoda =

. crowding of nomadic people info permanent _
~ communifies often led to poor sanitary conditions that -

. fostered the spread of disease. -
Sy ‘_.'R F"ERIAOD, 'OFP-."- L
- SUPPRESSION AND ASSIMILATION . °
The beriod'between the mid-1 SOOs dnd"hidfl»QOOs;
was one of severe decline for mény Aboriginal people
in Canada. The first Indian Act was passed in 1876,
and for the next 75. years this legislation was used to-
regulate all aspects of life on reserves, leaving Indians
with little. of no control over even the most basic

about major changes in the relafive powers of the
Government and Indian people. Nevertheless, many

neglect an mér AR
- wellintentioned but misdirected efforts to assimilate .
“them into non-Aboriginal society. During one- period.in

_leaders began to be heard.. Arguing fo'r~equ‘olig/
. rather than assimilation, they successtully pressed -

. rol > : .. Aboriginal positions.
decisions. - Amendments to the act in 1951 brought - .- = "7 -7 o
- Tangible evidence of the gains made to date can be'
~ found i virtually all socioeconomic areas: . . :

of the Indian Act’s restrictive provisions remain in_place -

today, and are of concern to bot'h.rthe Government "~ -

- ~.and Indian leaders. .

As the social and economic conditions df‘.i_/j\boﬂg'i'ncljil o o

. people worsened, their dependence on- P
: non~Abori5?'|ncl governments grew. During this era,

Aborigina -febple suffered through longperiods of - .- - :

mistreatment, interspersed with -

Cadnadian history, Indian ‘children were routinely .~ -

 removed from their families and placed in “residential” - - |

schools, often hundreds of kilometres away. : Although
‘these children received an education, they-were "
forbidden to speak their native language or practise”

*_their native traditions-and, in-some cases, were the .-
" wictims of abuse. o

* THE .-ABORIGINAL - RESURGENCE

Shohl?‘dﬁef vthe‘ end of World Wdf I, Abofi-g’inol- o S '

governments for action. By the mid-1960s, there

- were signs of improvements in the social and -
* econoric condifions of Aboriginal people.

‘ le. Health _
services were enhanced, and many more Aboriginal =

_* children had access to schooling, including secondary -~~~
~and postsecondary education. “As well, by the endof = -~ -+~
. the 1960s, Abori?i'ndl'people had obtained the same .- - ©
-political and lega
~and on Aboriginal economy was developing. .-

rights as other Canadian citizens, -+ -

" . ThE REALITY oF TODAY

- “Across Canada today, there’s a sense of
freedom amongst our pecple .... We are free
_ because we have an opportunity to become part
“of this country.” - - L L

i Sindlair,
- President of the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples .-

:jVAUgus'f‘ 13, 1994

Progress in dd&rés'siné,Abdrigfnd\-iSsués has.been

._particularly evident over the past 20 years, as In dian,
Inuit and Métis people have acquired o powerful . -

political voice and widespread support among the
Canadian public. ‘Governments have ‘also

increasingly acknowledged their historical and

contemporary obligations to Aboriginal people; and a -
number of key court decisions have substantiated -~




I3

B The health conditions of Aboriginal people - - .
- continue to improve, largely as-aresult of better =~
living conditions, ,in‘cieoseJocCe‘ss to quality =~ = .
health care, and greater community involvement .

in health education and delivery.

8 - Over the past wo decades, experts have noted a
. general .increase in Aboriginal student attendance -
and performance. Progress has been particularly -

noticeableat the postsecondary levél, where

~each year some 23 000 Indian and Inuit students

“receive education support through a special
..+ federdl program. .- o
B " Since 1989, the federal government has -
- extended financial support to several thousand

- Aboriginal businesses. In a 1991 survey, more

' social and hedlthcare services. For example,

_ than 18 000 ‘Aboriginal people indicated that
“they own or operafe a business, many-of which .. .
-are located in*Aboriginal communities. where they
- are providing muchneeded employment and - -
~ income to economically depressed-areas. o

ABorirginol. people and the f.'ede.rql" government haye

worked together to achieve these and other
improvements. - Since 1983, federal spending on

- Aboriginal programs has more than doubled —

despite the Government's overall -commitment to fiscal

“restraint — and is now:in ‘excess. of $5.8 billion per

year. -At the.same time, Aboriginal people have ™ . -

. increased their control over how this money is spent, -

and have assumed responsibility for delivering many

|Although treaty making wos widespread and
" |continued in some parts of Canada well into the
~11900s, not all Aboriginal groups. have signed
“liredties. This has led fo the negoiation of - .
_[comprehensive land-claim agreements, a process that
- |has been described as:a modemn form of treaty. -
et i QY s

The ne

. {in whic Ccnodd,'i‘sf";buﬁdih”g’zo‘;new partnership with .
omp ive claims are based .
\ | title to lands .+ Together, the 1
ns' - 49000 Aborigin

Aboriginal people. - Compreh

|on the assertion. of continuing Aborig
and natoral resources. Comprehensivs
- - -Inegofiations are intended to resul

A déﬁne_ clear, certain and longasting

claims’ |

rights to lands

’ ’eoplg;; 1

|As of January 1995, 10 comprehensive claim -
seflement agreements had been signed, most of
Jehich are naw being mplemenied lsore ore
. |awaiting proclamation o legislation}. ¥

he Northeastern ( k juebec ‘Agreement with the
Naskapi of hprthern‘ Quebec (1978);

the Inuvialuit Fin’ol Agreement wi
the western, Arctic {1984);

e Gwich'in Agreement with the G ch
western Arctic {1992); ‘

he-Tungavik Eééeréﬁo dffNunoyut Agresmen
with the Inuit of the eastern. Arctic {1993);

agreements that ©

and resources for both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal -

greements with four Yukon First Nations — the -
untut Gwich'in First Nation, the Champagne |
ind Aishihik First Nations, the First.Nation of -1
Nacho Nyak Dun and the Teslin Tlingit Council . ,
under the Council for Yukon Indians Umbrella |

ol Agreement (1993, and 7

ahiu Dene and Métis Agreement with the.
ne and Métis in the Schtu region of the

efflement. agreements. provide
49 C original people with ownership of -
560,024 square kilometres of land — an area larger:
than France. ‘As well, the 10 agreements provide ?o??
a total-of $1.786 billion to be transterred to” -* -
Aboriginal groups that have completed-settlement -+ -
agreements; . This money is being used by Aboriginal
communities. fo. build an ‘economic base and improve
their standard of living.* Numerous other rights are -
provided in the setflement agreements, including -
wildlife harvesting rights, guaranteed Aboriginal -
participation in decisionmaking processes and first
option for Aboriginal people on certain-economic .
development opportunities. These rights have the
:fsdr]?"‘e&‘ status and constitutional pfbtéc%on,‘_qs treaty

fs. i .

Negotiations on 11 additional comprehensive claims '} -
e under way.  In the province-of British Columbia; - {.
over 40 Statements of Intent to negotiate kave been - |~
filed with the British Columbia Treaty Commission by
Aboriginal groups representing more than tworthirds of
the 196 B.C. First Nations." The Commission isan |
armslength, tripartife body {Canada, the Government {-
of British Columbia and First Nations) that has been |

set up to facilitate the negofiation of treaties in British -
Columbia. - Negotiations are under way with those . |~
Aboriginol‘grgjﬁis that have been assessed by the 1.

Commission @s being ready fo proceed.
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. Aboriginal people and the federal government .~ -
. continue fo work together to build a new partnership -
~and a better future for Indian, Inuit and Métis peoplg.

." The commitments set out in Creating Opportunily: the:

~working in partnership with Aboriginal people, has.

- INFANT "MoRTALITY, INDIAN AND - CAI\_IADA —
7 1960 -"1991 . o

Deaths per .- . . Lo '

1000 live - o

) 'birrhs_ o

3510

Bl Reistered Indians

201
S5k
T

S5l

PRI R A SR SO U AU A S ST GRS T ' )
-1978- . 1980 1982 . 1984 1986 1988 © 1990, 1992

L
- .-1976

Year:
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- Aboriginal people are now responsible for * -

- administering-more than 80 per cent of the annual - -
~ - budget of the Indian and Inuit Affairs Program of the "~

- Department of Indian Affairs and Northern SR

. Development. Today, the department is primarily a ~
 funding agency providing transfer payments to allow .
Aboriginal peoples to deliver community services more

-+ syitable-fo their memberships. - -

- BuiLbing 'A NEW' PARTNERSHIP -

Liberal Plan. for Canada are providing a-framework far

" these efforts. Meefing these commitments will result in ‘

‘a better standard of iv'in?fo‘r Aboriginal people,

stronger and more selfreliant Aboriginal communities, -

- anid more effective Aboriginal governments that are ~ *

accountable o their people.
Sinﬁée October 1993, t'he,‘Govérmﬁenrf of Canada,

undertaken a number of initiatives to fulfil the

-commitments set out in Creating Opportunify.” For -
" example: T

- Thé’(_?‘:bye-rhfne_nt Eos_stgtéd' that it will act on the
-~ - premise that the’Aboriginal people of Canada’s -~ -

inherent 'ri?ht of selFgovernment is an existing’

~ . Aboriginal or treaty right within the Constitution

Act, T982. A national discussion’ process has . -
“been underiaken on how this should be .7
implemented. At the same time, the Government

B ~continues to support initiatives cCrOss- the ‘.cou'n_tr'y'_ '

fhd_f will help move 'Aborigihci peéplé ,tovviy/qird S

" seltgovernment.

|\ The ‘Gov-ernrr;é'm has Begjun the pré_c'eéé of. O
" dismantling the Department of Indian Affairsand . - - -

" Northern Development in favour of transferring
" responsibility, authority and accountability fo.First- .
Nations: In.December 1994, a farreaching * - -

-+ framework agreement was signed with-First .. = =

" Nations:in the province.of Manitoba-to begin fo = "
-dismantle the department's regional operations -
and recognize the authority and accountability of -
First Nations governments’in the province. - This * * "

. agreement marks the beginning of a” L
. - fundamentally new relationship between.the -
~ . Government and Manitoba First Nations. - -

L B As part of its effort o develop a comprehensive

. national Aboriginal Health Policy, the Government

. has.taken steps to address the most severe health -+ -

- _dnd-social problems that are currently offlicting -
Aboriginal communities. Through the Building .- -
Healthy Communities strategy announced in
September 1994, the Government is providing a

~ fofal of $243 million in additional funding over” . -
* the next five years to address priority needs in the

- areas of solvent abuse, mental health and home- -

have been sefled, most within the past three years

- |critical stages with a number of groups, and several
+ |more sefilements are anticipated in the near fuure.

|"Speciic cloims” ar
- |accepted by the Government o Viost :
. [claims dllege improper or unlawful administration o
- tIndian lands by the Government, and they may be
"I based on events that occurred more than 100 years .
‘fago. As of April 1993, the Government of Canada had{

+|312 o hse hod been resched O s e
" | resolved though: setlements and. 185 were
- |concluded by other means, including the reject

" |Outstanding p s has al ,
! treq‘fyjldns entitlements” especially for 27. Fir:

* {ands in the weslen provinces hove never receive
 {full allotment of lond due fo them under their reaties. Al
the current setilement rate, it is expected that all claims

resolved by the end of 1998.

SPECIFIC  CLAIMS 'AND
EATY  ENTITLEMENT

, 10 comprehensive land cla

Comprehensive claim negotiations have advanced 1o

futur

fic

Canada; - Most spec

received 584 specific claims. By December 199

on of

fablish

idims where, o fawiul obliga

progress has also been made in res

in the province of Saskaichewan. Treaty lan

e ghbthér’flyfqe of Aborigingl claim - -

enfiflements ofa based on the fact that ceridin Indic

this nature in the wesfern provit f Canada'will be
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care fursing. Aboriginal community leaders are " -

) these programs.

directly involved in the design arid delivery of - '

@ ';A>'Head:’Stdrt,progrohilrhd'.s‘Beeh established for - -

- Aboriginal families with J)rCSChool children who - .

live in urban centres and large northern.” . 77,
communities: This program will. provide child -
care, nutrifional counselling for parents and help

for children undér the age of five to cultivate the- ;-

- skills needed to succeed in school and, eventual .~

ly; in the workforce.  As well, the Government

has fulfilled- its commitinent o triple the number of .

“bursaries and scholarships -available for:training
~ Aboriginal health professionals. . - -

" Indian and I_nuit_po,s"t-s'econddrr education. by
increasing funding by.$20 million in 199495,

bringing fotal spending fo $247.3 million for the

cyear. o

- B Steps have been taken to improve social and
- économic conditions in Aboriginal communities.
- For example, the Government has committed .
-$30 million over two years for Aberiginal

. community infrastructure projects. As well, the -
‘Government js working with Aboriginal Eeople to
‘ .

-+ develop policy options that will enable them to
. assume full responsibility for housing programs

“". this would -bring to the communily. It is also

economic development, including changes to
. existing programs and new initiatives in such

- a The Goverriment has strengthened its support for - R

“and fo maximize the potential economic benefits -

exploring- ways fo improve support for Aboriginal -~

. areds as fesource comanagement, thé transfer of ..
responsibility for oil and gas administration to First . |

-~ . STATUS INDIAN/INUIT

‘|24 Thousands of-

F{os1{4SEc0NDARY EDUCATION ENROLMENT .

2l 'Stgdents»
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.7 ABORIGINAL BUSINESS CANADA -

Adthdri%ed Assistance for App_roi}gd F_’roiécfs from
- ': September 1989 to January 1995 -~ .~

. Research and - Aboriginal Capital - - -
Advocacy Programs: - - Corporations " .
. $18408859 - . Programs: |
EERY < "$84 120 962

-~ Aboriginal
 Business
“Development
-+ -and Joint
Venture Program:. = e
T 74201 665211 -

. Souice: Industry Canada’ -

" traditions of Aboriginal people.

. Northern Quebec were the first Aboriginal gro’ur)s to

“Nations, and improved access for Aboriginal .~
- people to business capital: - e

B The Govemment is continuing fo support
“dlternative justice initiatives to defermine which -
- approaches best meet the needs and.cultural -

. © . SELF-GOVERNMENT

~The.recognition of the inherent right of ~
- selfgovernment by the federal and provincial -~
- governments is an irreversible and defining : -
" momentin Canadian history.” -

_ Rose}nor'ie-'Kuptchc, _ A
- President of the Inuit Tapirisat of Canada .
+April 5,1994 PRI .

_"One"-bf'thé prihcibdl‘dspiroﬂo‘nsh‘ofAbéﬁginol people .
" .in Canada today is to become selfgoverning. The -

federal government agrees that selfgovernment is a .

~ vital step to a better future for Aboriginal people, and

it is firmly committed to' making this goal a reality.. -

' Canada olféody has .Wdrkihé models of Aborigiral -

selfgovernmént. The Cree and Naskapi Indians of

negotiate selfgovernment; they did so as a-result of -
their land-claim agreements. In"1986; the Sechelt
Band of British Columbia negotiated a community-

. -based self-government arrangement. Four Yukon. First
~Nations have also negotiated selfgovernment™ " |

. agreements with the federal and ferritorial L

- governments.. legislation bringing these agreements

~ info effect was ‘introduced to Parliament in May 1994
~-and received Royal Assent in July 1994. -




" As previously stated, the Government of Canada is

* prepared fo ‘act on the premise that the inherent right

of selFgovernment is an-existing Aboriginal or treaty

“.right within the Consfitution Act, 1982. The

" Government is currently developing a process for = . -
. discussions on self-government with Aboriginal people -
- and the provincial /territorial governments. Itis-~ .~ - -

" anticipated that many more Aboriginal commonities -

~ will achieve selfgovernment in the future, to their-
. "benefit and the benefit of all Canadians.

. ABORIGINAL PROGRAM. SPENDING --
o - SELECTED  AREAS -
1000 ' o .

- $ Millions .

“Social: . Capital Indian’ .-~ Economic
_ Maintenance - _Facilifies and Government  Development
-~ and Support. ‘Maintenance Support .. - o
- Services and Housing - S

- Education” .

- _'»ch}urcé: Indion and Northern Affairs CéAnddo., .

" . Deparimental Esfimates 199495

© %0 Nunavut

I June 'Al 993, an act of Pardiament was procld_imed“' ..

~* providing for the creation by April 1,:1999, of a new

territory called Nunavut {an Inukfitut word for “our.
land") in what is now the eastérn part of the -

- Northwest Territories. - This was a Ee rovision of the
- Tungavik Federation of Nunavut lan cﬁlim setlement

i ‘agreement. In this region of Canada, 85 per.cent of

' the population‘is Inuit. As a result, the Inuit will -

- effectively control their own form of -public government A

~ -~ THE .RoYAL .ComMissioN oN .~

~  ABORIGINAL PEOPLES

- Since April" 1992, the Royal Commission on ="~ - .
- Aboriginal Peoples has been examining the economic,
" social and cultural situation of Aboriginal people in
-~ Canada through a process of extensive public - -
~ hearings and. the most indepth research program ever
- undertaken on Aboriginal issues. = - S

. “(The Royal Commission’s hearings) wil CO’:’”"bUk B

to the reconciliation of Aboriginal and" .

" non-Aboriginal people; a reconciliation that must

~oceur if Canadians are to build a new

relationship between First Peoples and those-who .

- have joined them in this land.” -

~ Georges Erasmus;

. .Corchair, Royal Commission on Aboriginal Pebp'jeis.' o

CApril 21,1992 ¢

- — and has representatives of Inuit, Métis.and -~

- offreserve Indian people. . The- Commission is -~ = *
expected fo report in late 1995 or early 1996. = - *~

Y 'T_QdK_lNG', TO: ATHE FUTU‘RE, - ’

SR ‘l““L.sm'vE'“.,,..,L.fmsous'.u‘*-' 0
oo | DIIRNE,
Sa— m— "3 503L 20041524 1 |- .
" costs for goods and public services. Nevertheless, the :'.
" creation of Nunavut will give residents greater ‘conirol
" over decisions on how fo meet these challenges. The .
formation of a new government and settlement of the. = * -
CInuit land claim will also help stimulate the region’s =~ .- -
. _economy and create publicsector jobs.” -

‘The Royal Commission is unlike any other commission =~ .-
_of inquiry into Native issues.in that a majority of its . "
* ‘members are Aboriginal. It is being cochaired by. .«
-~ 6neé of the most prominent Aboriginal leaders in ‘
‘Canada — Georges Erasmus,-a Dene Status Indian

Much work remains to be done to coirect the wrongs
* . of the past and to build a new parthership between - -
" the Government of Canada and Indian; Inuit and
Métis people, “At the same time, all parties have * "
. demonstrated a sincere’commitment to work together .
" 1o achieve these goals. For that reason, confinued .

" in Nunavut, a government that over time will have
- powers in-such areas as justice, finance, economic
- development, education, health and social services, | -
- resource development and capital. works. B

"A Nunavut Implementation Commission has been .

esfablished to advise governments and Nunavut ™

.- Tungavik Inc., the Inuit organization established to

~administer the land-claim settlement agreement, on -

-+ such issues as capital infrastructure needs, selecting a : -

capital, the design of the new government and a

process for the first election of the new territorial - -

| ~ assembly. D

The new te'rrito;y wil face many challenges, including .
*a young work force with high levels of Unemplcg/ment,' co

high- »

~ low education levels, low average incomes an

- _progress is anticipated in the months and years

chead. B -+

]




