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HYSTERICAL RHYTHMICAL CHOREA.

BY C. W. COVLRNION, M.D., M.R.C.5. ENG., TORONTU,

(A paper read before the Toronto Medical Socety).

In Le I agres Medica! for February there appears |

a clinical lecture by Professor Charcot on a very |

interesting case of chorea, that he designates as

Hysterical Rbythmical Chorea, or Chorea Major |

sive Germanorum, in distinction from the Churea

Minor of Sydenham. 3 translation of the «

am informed, has appeared in the London Zancet, |

but as probably many of the members of the So-

ciety may have failed to notice it, and several of

the features are of unusual occurrence and interest, j

I propose translating portions from the journal .

above mientioned.  Before doing so, it may be

right to remind you that the profession in the pre-

sent day do not universally recognize the propricty

of the disision—chorca major, aned minor-—as only !

grades of the development of the same discase. |

Ziemssen, in an excellent article on the subject iv ’

his *Cyclopedia, says, “it is my conviction that | |

the group of symptoms called chorea major is not

a disease sui generis, but is only the product of |

genuine psychoses and cerebral maladies on the

one hand, and of hysterix and wilful simulation on

" the other, such as so often and so abundantly
flourish in hysterical ground at the period of pub.;
ety That proteus hysteria, which is described -
tnder the name of chorea magna, contains in |
reality but oue characteristic mark, and that is [hL
associated spasmodic movements which are oflen
performed with a certain fitness, but usually have,
g0 extravagant and violent character. Bat we l..wc
the same right to count all the associated spasms

of h)stencal patients as chorea major ; the sp.asms
gof single cxtremities as well as those of the whole

ﬁbd), those of the muscles of respiration, as well |

ase, 1.

'l‘HL CA\IADA LA\’CI’T

65

—— ce— ==

as those of the larynx. By the same right, also, all
those striking forms of associated spasm swhich are
observed in insanity, epilepsy, cases of cerebral
tumor. etc., wnust be added to the species chorea
major. Ziemssen further remarks, that he does

. not consider it as justifiable, to select a single

group of symptoms from diseases of such varied
character, solcly on account of its striking nature,
and 1nstances cases from his own practice in sup-
port of his views. I find also a case reported in
the Afedico-Chirurgical Review for 1846, by an
Italian physician, Dr. Dubini, where the same mus-
cles are always the seat of the convulsive move-
wents which are generally also limited to one side
of the body, and that the right side ; the convul-
sions becoming more incessant as the derangement
advanced, invading sowmetimes the other half of
the body. In the Asylum for the Insane at Ham-
ilton, there 1s a patient transferred there from either
Toronto or London, 1 do not know which, who
for years from early morn to night, rotates the head
and body backwards and forwards like a pendulum;
which case probably might with as much propriety
be viewed as the result of insarity controlling the
will of the patient, as of the psychical disorder
named chorea magna.  On referring to Trousseaun’s
clinical lectures, 1 find that he agrees with Profes-
sor Charcot in recognizing a distinction between
the minor and major forms of chorea, the latter
having little in common with St. Vitus' dance, and
thercfore 1s 1n his judgment correctly named hys-
terical chorea. I translate one out of many cases
that he adduces in support of his view. In vol. 2
p- 262, I find the last of the cases cited 1n illustra-
tion of the difference that he conceives to exist
between the prodroma of the dance of St. Guy and
. hysterical chorea.  Cases showing that, however
po\\'cl’lcba may be the will to prevent the disorderly
contraction of the muscles, it still retains over these
muscles consentaneous action and compels their
execution with a certain amount of regularity and
harmony. If the patient advances, it may be, it is
true, by jumps, but she follows without deviation
the course she has laid out. If she wishes to carry
her hand in this or that direction, although her
arm may be agitated by convulsive movements,
| she arrives without trouble and speedily, at the end
that she wishes to attain.  If she seeks to lay hold
of an object, she succeeds at the first effort, with-
out failure. Once the object is seized she does
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not drop it, and can carry it, or place it here or
there as may suit her incination. The following
is the last illustra.ive case:—-“ I was called in con-
sultation by my colleague and friend, Dr. Horte-
loup, to a young lady nincteen ycars of age,
belonging to a fumily of distinction. This young
person, who had received a superior cducation,
entertained sentiments of high morality and en-
lightened religious belief without affectation or
pretence, possessed, in a word, of a well balanced
mind ; and these intellectual and moral endow-
ments were such that with her it was impossible to
suspect any kind of trickery, or pretence, by the
aid of which hysterical patients, one does not know
why, appear to wish to impose upon those sur-
rounding them and upon physicians themselves,
when they can. This young lady had lost, eight
or ten months before, her sister, to whom she was
united by the most ardent ties of affection. Her
grief was the more profound, that independent of
the blow she herself experienced, she felt decpiy
her mother's bereavement. TFrom that time she
had been seized with grotesque convulsive move-
ments of the head, and superior limbs ; neverthe
less, when she came to Paris to consult Dr. Horte-
loup who had previously attended her, her melan-
choly appeared a little less gloomy, her natural
vivacity in a measure resumed its wont, and she
allowed herself 1o be diverted willingly from her
painful thoughts. 1 found her with all the appear-
ance of good health ; but her entire left side was
agitated by violent choreic movements, to such an
extent that there was reason to fear that she would
injure herself by falling against the furniture or the
walls of the room. If an attempt was inade to
arrest these movements, for instance by taking her
hand, not only they were not arrested, but in-
creased, and occasioned her a painful sensation, a
state of general malaise of the most painful kind.
There was however one method of calming as if by
enchantment this muscular agitation, it was to lead
the young lady to the piano; she could there
remain one or two hours playing as correctly and
as regularly as possible without losing the measure
or missing a single note.  Before us she executed
with marvellous facility a most difficult piece, and
this fact alone, without considering others, gave
me sufficient proof that this form of chorea had
nothing in common with the dance of St. Vitus.”
You will readily admit, gentlemen, that this view

of the prcfound thinker and most careful discrim.
inator, I'rousseau, is not lightly to be considered,
but may we not fairly group among the factorsip
this case morbid thought, emotional exaltation, and
excitement of ganglionic nerve centres?  The
question  however arises, is Professor Ziemsse
strictly correct in associating wilful simulation with
hysteria? That it is a frequent concomitant there
can be no doubt, but is there not a little doult
that frequently it is a functional disturbance of the
nervous system attended with hallucinations in the
sensory, and convulsions in the moter tract, quite
independent of all simulation?  That it is, as de
scribed by Professor Jolly of Heidelberg, a general
neurosis of the brain and spinal cord, and with much
probability of the peripheral and sympathetic ner-
vous system, having among its most important
primary factors hereditary liability, a certain pychi-
cal constituiion with a tenduncy to powerful and
changeful emotions, and little strength of will, and
primary anemia. Chiefamongthe secondary causes,
is faulty education. Hysterical mothers trans
mit not only the seeds of disease to their children,
but also fivor its development by education and
their own example; the whole mode of feeling and
thought transferring itselfl from continued inter
course. As in children, so also sometimes in nurses
who have fur a long time attended hysterical pa-
tients, this so-called imitative infection is operative;
or in other patients, who have been nursed beside
such ; and above all, in people who have been the
accidental witnesses of an hysterical attack. This
sort of infection, however, is only operative in such
individuals as are already predisposed to hysteria
The older pathologists trace a close relationship in
chorea to rheumati-m and endocardius, and buta
small minority to traces of lesion of nervous sys
tem. English pathologists attach less importance

to rheumatism than to endocarditis, and its seque- ‘B

la, 7. ¢, vegetations prircipally in mitral valve
occasionally in aortic.  Drs. Ogle and Pye Smith
give a number of cases illustrating these lesions.
Kirkes considers that endocarditis is the cause of
the chorea through the inflammatory products of
the valves, which become mixed with the blood
and disturb the functions of the nervous centres
Broadbent considers from numerous autopsies, that
the corpus striatum and thalamus opticus are the
locations of choreic irritation, particularly capiltary
embolism of these portions of the brain, Tuck

Say
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well reports the autopsy of a girl aged thirteen in and itis only to careful chnical observation that we
whom churea developed after theumatic fever, at can ook for a distovery of the unginal seat of the
which was found softening of the right middle cere- irritation.  In Charcot’s case the rnight ovary was
bral lobe and to a less extent of the left, without evidently the source of the choreic movements,
demonstrable embolism.  On the auricular surfuce certainly at least, a subsidiary factor, and the pro-
of the mitral valve there were numerous fine warty giress towards recovery at the time of the delivery
vegetations ; in the kidneys three arterial twigs, of the lecture, had been expedited by alternate
pluigged with emboli.  Dr. Gray repotts a case of iuhalations of cther and nitrite of amyl.  In ZLe
acute chorea with embuolic thrombosis of basilar Lyen I dical for November, 1350, there 1s to be
artery, both vertebrals, and both middle cercbrals, found another interesting case of reflex spinal irn-
with softening of anterior and middle cercbral tation.  The patient had been long treated for
lobes, and dorsal part of the cord.  Dr. Foy, in a severe parovysmal cougl without success, the par-
case of acute chorea, reports microscopic cmbolisi UNY>Ms Cedsing only on lying down.  An examina-
of corpus striztum and small vegetations on miiral  ton ravealed an inverted and enlarged uterus.
valve. Ziemssen also cites a number of German. This organ was replaced, and kept 2 site by a
authorities in favor of the cerebral nature of chorea. pessary, when the cough ceased at once. On re-
Of especial significance are the frequency with moval of the pessary the cough returned, and con-
which chorcic symptoms are unilatenal, sometimes tinued until the pessary was sz-applied. When we
i associatian with anesthesia of the skin, and the rfemember the intunate connection between the
transition from hemichorea to hemiplegia, and the ganglionic and cerebro-spinal system of nerves ;
converse process of the development of hemichorea the third encephalic, with the oplithalmic gnglion ;
from uuilateral palsy, as related by Charcot, Foote, the fifta, with the spheno-palatine and otic 5 and
Weir Mitchell, Hughlings Jacksonand others,  In the sinth, as also the cighth and ninth on their exit
hysteria, on the contrary, changes in the central from the cranium, with the superior cervical gan-
nervous system have failed to be discovered. The glion; the fifth, sixth and seventh cervical nerves
cases of M. Charcot, in which after long continued and first dursal, with the inferior cervical ganglion ;
hysterical contractions, scleros’s of the lateral col- the thoracic portion of the sympathetic torming the
umns of the spinal cord was found, are viewed by greater and lesser splanchaic, the semi-lunar gan-
jolly as accidental complications, rather than as slion forming plexuses with the abdominal viscera,
causative elements. One of the most interesting "amd in the ganglion impar, resulting in pelvic plex-
features in the case lectured on by M. Charcot in Uses, nervous centres, to, and from which, nerves
his clinic, portions of which lecture I now propose : proceed; that in nearly every part, two kinds of
translating, was the circamstance of the immediate fibres exist, the gelatinous and the tubular, the
arrest of the rhythmical movements of the trunk ; tubular derived from the cerebro-spinal centre, the
and limbs by firm pressure over the right ovarian | gelatinous from the ganglion, need we be surprised
region. In obscure cases of this kind may we not ,in the face of such inter-penetration, and intimate
look to local affections of nerves as causative in- , co-relation, at the influence of the will, and of the
fluences? Lobstein thought he had ascertained "passions of the mind, on the varieas involuntary
the existence of inflammation of the great sympa- functions; or that in chorea, hysteria and diseases
thetic, and to this sourte he refers many cbscure where disordered nervous actions occur, refdex

diseases, such as violent hysterical affections ; and "irritation may be viewed as a frequent factor of
Abercromby in his classical work on discases of | the trouble.  The mind concentrated upon organs

the brain, remarks, “ We must forbear to speculate | suffering from certain feelings of tension, and un-

where we have not facts before us, but it appears casiness, caused possibly by some changes of cir-

extremely probable that there are discases of inter- | culation, the strange anomalous symptoms result ;

ml nerves which may be the source of important | the exact guo modo, 1 apprehend, we are no more

morbid phenomena.” I am fully aware, Mr, Prcsi-i likely to determine than the way in which the

dent, that it is a very difficult problem to distin- nerves act on the capillaries of the cheek, in the

guish betwecn the phenomena of purely reflex action | paleness of fear, or the blush of shame. Dr. Mar-

an those resulting from incipient structural lesion ;| shall Hall, in his work on the pathology of the
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nervous system, recommends that in all investiga- lbut m.mifest their cffects precisely upon the organs
tions we should divide the enquiries into the cere-  which are physiologically under the influence and

¢
}gf: - bral, the true spinal, and the ganglionic. Fnquire | dominion of the cxcito-motory power. Dr Budd,
e ~—\What 1s the influence of disease of one of these [in a paper on the pathology of the niervous svstem,
i systems, or the other two respectively ?  In what | remarks that in many cases of violent reflex, and
v order is that influence manifested ?  What are the | even convulsive actiuns, there is no sense of fatigue
! effects of irntation, counter-rritation, of pressure !and little emaciation of the muscles, as fatigue isa
e and of counter pressure in diseases within the cra- i cerebral state, and cannot be expected to oceur in

nium or spinal canal? Why with similar symptoms ‘ cases in which the reflex actions are most observed:

have we dissimilar morbid appearances? Dr. Mar- I:md emaciation is most obvious in spinal paralysis
shall Hall treats these various subjects with his|m which the rcflexed ares being interrupted, the
usual ability and ingenuity, but I think in the minds | reflex actions are also precluded from taking place

of a generality of his readers the question, after a | With a brief notice, Mr. President, of Dr. Althaus'
perusal of his arguments, will still return: given |\'1u\'s of chorea, as expressed in a recent work, |
. any ret of symptoms, what is the lesion? Take will no longer monopolize time, that should be
: for example of ambiguity of symptoms, spinal | equally divided with members of our Society pur-
- irritation.  There is hardly a single discase in the | posing to read papers.  Dr. Althaus believes that
whole category of ailments which may not be more | the embulic theory of chorea is as yet unproven,
or less accurately simulated by it, and yet in a:and that it utterly fails to explain those cases in
large proportion of cases the patient makes no, which the symptoms of the disease supervene after
complaint of uneasiness in the region of the spine, | fright or other mental emotions. He does not
. Dr. McCall Anderson, of the University of Glas-  even consider the presence of a murmur as a posi-
gow, in his lectures on clinical medicine, gives tive indication of the existence of endocarditis, as
1 cases of simulated diseases of the heart, of the liver, . it may be due cither o anxmia or to irregular
' of spasmodic stricture of the wsophagus, of hys-.action of cardiac muscles.  That it is sometimes
teria, of synchronous choreic movements somewhat owing to hyperaemia of the region of the middle
. analogous to Professor Charcot’s case, all of which cerebral and of the corpora striata. 1 think, gen-
V were relieved by treatment for spinal irritation. tlemen, from the opinions quoted from the writings
“ This protean form of disease, although occasivnally of the most eminent writers on the pathology of
met with in men, is principally a disease of women the nervous system, you will arrive at the conclu-
- —debilitated, nervous subjects.  According to  sion that these painful nervous affections are much
Brown, the immediate cause is spasm of one or more frequently the result of functional derange-
. other of the musdes arranged along the spine, ment of cerebrospinal and ganglionic system of
. altering the position of the vertebrz, or otherwise ' nerves, than from particular structural lesions of
compressing the nerves as they issue from the . either. That in the psychical, motor and sensory
spinal marrow. Teale on the other hand attri- varieties of hysteria, and in the most aggravated
butes it to congestion, which by continuance and ' forms of chorea, the danger to life is almost #d,
repetition may so far impair the tone of the capil- and that in those cases where port mortem exami-
- laries as to produce a state of actual inflimmation ; 3 nations reveal structural changes, it may fairly be
. while Radcliffe scems of the opinion that the op- | frequently viewed as an open question whether
. posite condition, viz., capillary contraction and I these structural changes were strictly causative, or
. bloodlessness, is nearer the truth. To this confu- | merely coincident.

sion in etiology the line of the Poet Laureate may .-

be applied : EXPULSION OF AN INTRA-UTERINE
FIBROID TUMOR.

““ Not like in like, but like in difference.”

|
|
Notwithstanding the widely divergent opinions on! LY H. BREDLN, M.D., MILFORD, ONT.
the guo modo, the fact is well established that cer“ Mrs. McK. aged 47; mother of nine children.
tain discases, as hydrocephalus, epilepsy, hysleria}the youngest of which is now 8 years old, first
and chorca, not only induce augmented excitability, | noticed derangement and irregularity of menstrua
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won, in the Autumn of 1873 A sanguineous

discharge made its appearance every two or three
wechs for a time, and then continued to increase

in frequency, until the Fall of 1874, when hemor-
rhage came on every few days, and in spite of the
usual treatment with tonics, stimulants, and astrin-
gents, accompanied by elevation of the hips,
&ec., the patient rapidly became worse.  Fearing
the existence of some exciting cause of the hemor
rhage, I thoroughly explored the vagina with a
bladed speculum, but made no discovery whatever,
except that the parts exposed toview were healthy,
and th:t there was no dilatation of the os uteri. 1
then resorted to the use of erzot, giving 8 drops of
the fluid extract every 4 hours, during that day and
night, hoping that the hemorrhage might thereby

be arrested.  Disappointment meeting me at every

turn, I asked for a consultation. Dr. Morden
arrived early in the morning.  After making

adigital examination g caginam. he requested
me to do the same. Idid <o and found the os largely
dilated and some body having the feel and con-
sistency of a tumor presenting. .\fter a few moments’
consultation we decided that the case was one of
intro uterine fibroid tumor.  We at once proceded
to pass a ligature about the tumor, but our most
persistent efforts failed on account of the rigidity
of the os, the powerful contractions of the uterus
when manipulating, and the shape and attachment
of the tumor itself—the neck being very large and
attached to the fundus. Dr. Morden prescribed
cannabis indica, which arrested the flow and caused
the tumor to recede slightly. Matters remained
in about the same condition until March of the
present year, when hemorrhage came on again in
a more violent form than ever before - -completely
blanching the patient.  The tumor increased in
dimensions very rapidly until June 13th, when Dr.
Evans of Kingston, Dr. Morden and myself, met
in consaltation and adopted a line of treatment.
consisting of tonics, and the application to the pro-
truding portion of the tumor of a tampon, saturated
with a solution of perchloride of iron—the tamp-
on Deing introduced through a glass speculum.
Our object was to arrest hemorrhage and produce
atrophy.  This treatment was faithfully carried out
until the 23rd, when the flowing returned to an
alaming extent. On my arrival at the house of
th: patient, 1 immediately prepared a solution of

catheter succeeded in injecting a portion Letween
the tumnor and the walls of the uterus. This arrest-
ed the fluew at once ; I then returned to the tampon
and pursued the line of treatment already describeds
until the 28th, when the patient and her family
becatne completely discouraged and gave up ail
treatment.  Apparently in despair she asked me
why we could not give the medicine which we
wed at first, * or that which forced the tumor so;”’
I replied that I would give it pro, ided she and the
family would assume the responsibility.  They at
once consented and I put her upon zo minim
duses of the fluid extract of ergot every tour hours.

July st But slight pain yet; tumor coming
down; lips of the os very rigid ; vomiting every
hour.

July 2nd. Not much pan till afernoon ;
vomiting continues.  Steady bearing down ; not
satisfied  with duse, asked for more medicine.
Treatment to be continued.

July 3rd. Made infusion of pulv. ergota
Sil, hot water 3iv, and administered a table-
spoonful every hour, gradually increasing it to
two tablespoonfuls. I then made an examinativn
of the tumor and discovered that it was becoming
dark in appearance.

uly 4th.  Vomiting, pain and bearing down
)y 4 3 1 8
all day.

July sth. Pain and bearing down continues,

os becoming soft and dilating.

July 6th.  Tumor becoming fwtid at anterior
surface.
July 7th.  Symptoms of peritonitis all day.

Gave one grain of pulv. opit every 4 hours, and
applied hot fomentations to the abdomen. Re-
moved a portion of the anterior surface of the
tumor with thethumband finger and Lroke down the
attachment above the posterior lip. I ther passed
my hand to the body and fundus where I found it
adherent to the extent of about 3 inches to the
posterior wall, but was afraid to separate the
adhesion.

July 8th. Having prepared a solution of perch-
loride of iron and some brandy and ammonia, I
placed the patient upon the table and introduced
my hand intothe vagina, and passing it up to the
attachment of the tumor, proceeded to break
down the adhesion with the finger. Finding a
firm ropy adhesion, I seized it with the thumb and

ke perchloride of iron, and by the use of a female

finger in search of an artery. Finding none I
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broke it off.  Being satisfied that all was separated,
with the aid of a pair of bullet forceps, 1 succeeded

m grasping it and bringing 1t away. The tumor

was about the size of a child’s head at 8 months, |

1 then inject_a the perchloride and put the patient
in bed. Heavy chills with oppression abuut the
heart followed; crdered bottles of hot water to the
feet ; hot fomentations to the bowels: and gave
some brandy and ammonia nternally,  After re-
action came on, I gave a teaspoonful of infusion of
crgot and repeated it in half anhour ; alsv ordered
a weak solutivn of carbolic acid as an injection twice
a day. At Dr, Morden's suggestion, I subsequent-
Iy used permanganate of potash as an injection
with the most beneficial effects. She is now tuking
citrate of iron and quiuine, and is doing well.

The above case shows the beneficial effects of
the combined local application of perchlonde ol
iron, and the internal administration of ergot in
the removal of tibroid growths.

The continued administration of the ergot not

! abscess surrounding the neck of the bladder. The
Child died with all the accompaniments of a puru.
lent cystitis, and a conse stive nephrius. At the
autopsy, there was found in the prostatic region of
jthe urethra, an anfractuose cavity covered with
tuberculous  products, and in size, capable of
admitting a small nut.  The kidneys had been
equally infiltrated with cascous deposits.  But the
most interesting lesson consisted in the presence
of seven cores, or nudes, having cach the volume
of a shrivelled pea, and situated in the connective
tissue, which separates the rectum from the base
of the Lladder.  One of these cores corresponded
exctly with the emboudhure—or mouth of the
urcter. that
these cores were veritable lymphatic ganglions,
become cascous, M. Lannclongue has made other
researches on this point of anatemy, and in the
case of another chi;d who had no lesion of the
winary passages, he found also six ganglions,
situated between the bladder and the rectum. M.

Histological  examination proved

only reduced the size of the tumor to some extent, | Lannelongue, considered the presetie of these
but also brought it within the reach of mamm]lganghons could easily eaplain the formation of

interference, and the woman delivered from her ' certain abscesses i the superior pelvi-rectal space.

perilous situation. The patient is now well | AP excoriation of the mucous membrane of the

and strong, without any symptoms of the return of | bladder. or a lesion of the urinary passages, would

the disease.

TRANSLATIONS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS,

( From Le Progres Medical.)
BY C. W. COVERNTON, M.D., M.R.C.S., ENG. TuKON [u.

PRESENCE oF LYVMPHATIC GANGLIONS BIMIWEFN
THE BLAUDER AND RECTUM—TUPERLULOUS
ENGORGEMENT OF THESE GANGLIONS,

M. Lannelongue, presented (Surgical Society
Sept. 17th), a pathological preparation from a
young child who had succumbed under treatment
for tuberculization of the urinary passages. At the
commencement the child manifested only acute
pain in urinating. The exploration of the bladder
made on two occasions, evidenced satisfactorily
that there was no question of calculus. By the
ectal touch, there was only to be recognized at
the level of the prostate, a soft and fluctuating

provoke adenitis in these ganghons ; this would
terminate in suppuration, extending to the cellular
tissue of the neighborhood. M. Duplay, confirmed
the anatomical ideas that M. Lannclongue had
expressed. In his dissections he had often met
ganghons situated in front of the anterior face of
the rectum. M. Lucus Championniere remarked
Jhat the new facts communicated by M. Lan-
' nelongue, resembled those that he had observed
in the arrangement of the uterine lymphatics, and
Fof the ganglions of the broad ligaments. These
Iganglxons only become apparent to the anaromist
when the lymphatic plexus of the uterine mucous
men:brane is diseased. It is in these cases that
pathology comes inas anaid to the study of Anatomy.
M. Després, has observed daily an abscess of the
superior pelvi-rectal space, in the case of a robust
patient. After attentive observation he remains
persuaded that this ahscess had for its cause
adenitis.  The patient presented as the first
sympton, retention of urine. M. Després, rather
ridiculed the doctrine of Dolbeau, who taught at
the Faculty that nine times in ten, abscesses are

i

tumor, which was nothing else than a tuberculous

consecutive on lymphaginitis.
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| based on an examination of 4,358 students of both
sexes. Among these there were, in the male sex
, 31.1 percent of mycpes, and in the female sex 27.5

Under the above heading, (hygiene of sclmolq.); per cent. ’I‘hc. inferior class prcscnt_ed 14.6 per
the * Gazeta Medica da Balua." has presented a1 “ePh and to this succeeded 7 Cl-‘.sscs» n “"h'Ch the
series of very valuable articles, the whole of which } "u"ﬂ"e’ of ”"J"j/"" ‘angmcnt‘cd i ascending pro
we might very profitably to our own cducationists . &resston, reaching in the highest class 42.8 per
and their pupils, reprorduce did the duc apportion-' cent.
ment of our space permit, oo

We must confine our prescnt notice to a fcw,“m"“Cd
extracts from the iinal arucle which we find in the ' verified the fact that t.he number of myopes aug-
July number of the Gazeta, in wiich the subjccl,m‘-'“wd from the inferior to the superios classes,
of Myepra, as a very prevalent ophthalmic affection : from 23‘ to 4_8 per cent. H%lgo V. Hoﬂ'tp:ln. pro
i the schools of Lurope and the United States, ; ceeded in Vienna, in 1873, in the same investiga-

15 wellilustrated by statistics furmished by various “ion‘- and found in the elementary schools, in 568

HYGIENE DAS FSCOLAS,

By Jostrin WORKMAN, M. D, 10RONTO.

Von Reus, at Vienna, in 1852 and 1873, ex-
818 students of diverse schools, and

eminent authorities.

No person who has resided in our City for any
lengtiiened pertod, cin have failed to note the
unpleasant fact, that it is hardly possible to walk

a hundred yards, along any of our principal -

thuroughfares, without meeting one or more young
persons, mounting either spectacles, or some other
form of eye-helpers ; and any one who can look
back 4o or 5o years, mut be struck with the con-
trast 11 this relation, between the present time, and
the era when common and superior schools were
few and far between,  We translate the following
extracts from the Portuguese : —

“In Germany, Austria, Switzerland, the United
States, France, and even Russia, ophthalmologists

have taken under serious consideration the study
of the causes which contribute to the production of
myupia in schools.  Hermann Cohn, is one of the
investigators, who has most distinguished himsclf
in this difficult and patience-demanding stady. In
1866 he examined at Breslau 7,568 children in
the various schools, and he found among them
6383 miopcs, or 9 per cent. Comparing the
number of myopes of different classes, he fcund
that the proportion augn:ented from the lower to
the higher classes of the scholars. Thus, in the
elementary schools of the city, the proportion of
the former to the latter wasas 2 to § and g9 per
cent. In 1865 he extended his investigations to
10,000 children, and found in the elementary
schools in the city, 6 per centof myopes among the
males; in the intermediate schools 9.9 per cent.;
and in the gynasiums and superior schools, 23 per
cent. Ersmann in 1871, wrote the bhistory of
the development of myopia in St Petersburg,

!children, 65 myepes, ot 12 per cent; in the superiol

schools, in 4o3 children, 83 myapes, or 20 per cent;
,in the gymnasium, in 256, he found 97, or 37.9 per
cent.

In Friedreich’s gymnasium, at Breslau, Cohn also
found a progressive augmentation, in the number
of myepes, from the inferior to the superior classes,
“from 12 u,* to 6o per cent; and always. the higher
“the class, the higher was the grade of the myopia.
'Ott and Ritzgmann, in 1874, examined 122
“students of the gymnasiums of Schaffhausen, and

fuund the following results : —dfyopia fortis (to '),
"5 per cent in the irferior classes; 27.5 in the
'median, and  67.5 in the superior. AMyopia
Smoedorala, (from 2 to 2)) 29.4 per cent in the in-
jf':rior classes; 38.8 in the median; 11.8 in the
“superior.  Maklakoff, in Russia, found 24.4 per
;ccnt of micpes in the inferior class of schools, ard
43.5 in the superior.  Schultz, in the gymnasium
of Upsala, in 431 students found 36.1 per cent of
‘m)u-pts. The proportion in the inferior class was
i 14 per cent, and it ascended to 54 per cent in the
superior ; the grade of myopia was most strong

|

i
Im the superior classes. Kruger, in the gymnasium
}of Frankfort, found that the proportion of myopes
rose from 4 in the inferior, to 64.5 in tl.e superior
'class; and the grade of myopia also augmented
from the first to the highest class.

In (he United States, the investigations have
given results no less conclusive. In Cincinnati,
New York, and Brooklyn, the eyes of 1,440 pupils
were examined by Drs. Williams, West, Cheatham,
Matthewson and Prout. In Cincinnati, in the
primary, intermediate, normal and superior schools,
630 were examined. In the primary, in 209, 10
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per cent were myopes; in the intermediate, in 210| A lady was placed under his care with this
there were 14 per cent; and in the superior, thelhistory. Light years previously when residing in
proportion was 16 per cent. In the New York|Western Virginia, under severe mental afthction,
College, 29 per cent in the inferior, and in the|she suffersd from puerperal convulsions and mis-
superior, §3 per cent were myopes.” | carried at the end of cight months; after recovery
The writer then proceeds to state that in South|she remained some time pallid and anasarcous
America, the number of short-sighted children is|with urine albuminous. After a years treatment
also great, and he points out some defective|she recovered perfectly, but with a floating kidney
arrangements, as to the quality and quantity ofjof the right side. She afterwards occasionally
light afforded to scholars, the unsuitable construc-|suffered from hamaturia, malarial neuralgia and
tion of desks, and seats, inadequate ventilation, | uterine congestion.  She was 4o ; had not men-
&e., &c. f truated for two years. Her physician Dr. Mayer
We were fully prepared to learn that impaired | of Wilkesbarre, had treated her case throushout
eyesight is a very common trouble in Germany,!with remarkable skill and judgment. Her com-
and other countries in which books continue tol plxion was of a deep bronze hue, hearts action
be printed in the old barbarous gothic type. No|feeble; wdema of face, palpitation and dyspneea;
one who has ever striven to become acquainted 'l veins varicose in lower extremeties, complains of
with the German language, and has been obliged to | debility ; tissues evidently wasting ; vision im-
read it by gas or candle light, will question the|paired ; discolored patches of skin; white adnata;
fact, that it is very scvere on the eyes. Some ' but little doubt could exist of the case being one
years ago, we were well acquainted with a very ! of morbus Addisonii.  The right kidney could be
amiable and studious Lutheran clergyman, whose | easily felt detached as a circumscribed mass in the
eyesight utteriy failed him premacurely. He ad-)abdomen; slight disturbance of intellect from cere-
mitted that he read much after night ; but he was|bral hypereemia.  She states that while travellingin
too ardent a iover of fatherland, to lay the blame | Palestine some years before,she fell from a camel’s
to the real cause of his affliction. It is truly|Dback, and believes that she was much injured
marvellous that a people so strongly characterised | thereby ; has resided chiefly in malarial regions.
17 good senseand superior culture, should stupidly | A few days afterward, I was summoned in haste to
persist in the retention of an antiquated and hideous | find her in epileptic convulsions ; the first seizure
alphabet, which almost practically shuts them out, | in a few hours was followed by another, and so on
or rather shuts them in. from easy literary inter-|until coma, and death closed the condition of
course with other civilized nations. Perhaps. by |the sutferer. A post mortem examination was
the time that nine-tenths of them become short. [ made at her former residence with the following
sighted, they will begin to gather common sense, | results, which were communicated to me by Dr
and permit their children to learn to read at less| Mayer.
cost than the early ruin of their eyes. | “As time was rather pressing, I did not examine
Ithe brain, convinced as 1 was that the bram
I symptoms were merely secondary and the result of
CASES IN HOSPITAL PRACTICE. | ureemic poisoning; nor did I open the thorax, as I
fhad every reason to believe its contents to be
organically norn.al.  The liver was not enlarged,
{Reported by F. S. Greenwood, M.D., Iouse Surgeon.) {not organically changed, but simply engorged.
| The gall bladder and its ducts, normal ; the spleen
of even less than the usual size, and unaltered in
texture.  The stomach and intestines presented
no unusual appearance, and t!. : uterus and ovaries
were small and not disessed.  The same may be
said of the bladder, the .o.. of which were not
UREMIA, even thickened. The righi kidney—the so-called
which appeared to him of extreme interest. floating one, was firmly fixed in its abnc u.l

B)’ THEOPHILUS MACK, M.D., ST. CATHARINES.

At 2 meeting of the “ Medical Society for
Mutual Improvement,” St. Catlarines, held at
the rooms of the Suciety, on September 3rd, the
following cases were submitted :

Dr. Mack reported an instaice of death tfrom
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position by pentoneal bands, 1he ureters and the
blood vessels enlarged, and its whole structure
with that of its supra-renal capsule, so altered as
not to be recognisable.  The mass was 817 inches
long by 5 broad, and about 334 thick, \\eighed
21bs. and 2 ozs. avoirdupois, and looked like a
huge bunch of California grapes, being covered in
every direction by reddish or purple cysts.
contained a dirty albuminous liquid ; s yme of them
weighed two ounces, some a few drachms.  Upon
section, a slight rim cf true cortical substance was
found around a portion of the pelvis, half an inch
in width, and the remaining structure of the mass
consisted of cysts, similar to those seen externally.
The connective and fibrous tissues seemed to be
destroyed, and it was almost impossible to dis
tinguish between the kidney and the cipsule.
There was no carcinoma, and no cascous depesit
to be detected in this mass.

The left kidney, disease of which had not been
suspeczcd, until of late, was &n sétu,—was 8 in. long
by 413, weighed 2 /bs. avoirdupois, and presented
externally, and upon section, prease’y the appear-
ance of the other. It was impossible, owing to the
condition of the adjoining purts, to trace the
sympathetic nervous conditivn of the region, as
the pressure of these huge masses had obliterated
all such, or at least destroyed the evidence of
their condition.

These

There did nut seem to be enough remaining
kidney structure in both of these organs, to have
secreted or even to have permitted the drainage
of an ounce of fluid daily, and yet our patient, the
last time I examined her urine, about two wecks
before she came to you, was secreting about two
pints daily of straw colored urine, sp. gr., 1022,
without albumen, and apparently with sufficient
urea and water.”

PERIOSTITIS WITIH OSTITIS—DEATH FROM
SEPTICEMIA,

Georze Stevenson, wmt. 32, unmarried, native of
Scotlan 1, labarer, was admitted on May 3rd, 1876.
He had always been a healthy man. In 1868 he
contracted syphilis in Scotland. He states that the
primary symptoms appeared 12 months after expo-
sire, and that he immediately sought the medical
aid of Dr. Campbell of Giasgow, who gave him
iodide of potassium and mercury. Six months
after, secondary symptoms appeared, which were

also treated by Dr. ("ampbell He continued the
above treatment whenever any syphilitic symptoms
would appear.

On the sth of February, 1874, he was kicked by
a horse just above the right patella, outer side.
The part swelled so much that he was obliged to
undergo treatment in Staunton, Virginia. Liniments
were applied which reduced the swelling but left
the leg rather stiff ; two months after it swelled
again for which he received iodide of potassium,
and wine of colchicum. This relieved him for a
short tine, Lut the swelling returred again in a few
weeks and has been troubling him since.  He ap-
plied fly blisters of his own accord, one over the
middle of the thigh and one over cach condyle of
the femur; these gave him some rehef. Nov.
19th, 1875, he applied tincture of iodine about
two inches above the internal condyle every other
day; the skin became very tender, suppuration tovk
place, and pus escaped. The leg, by this time,
was so troublesome, he became unable to work,
and entered a hospital in Philadelphia where he
remained two months, the improvement being very
slight. He then entered the Presbyterian Hospital,
New York, remained there three weeks, and was
removed to a hospital on Ward's Island where he
was treated by the injection of dilute carbolic acid
as a spray into the opening of the thigh, two inrches
above outer condyle.  He remained there until
April 24th, €876, when he left for St. Catharines to
obtain work on the new canal, but when he arrived
here he was obliged to enter the hospital on account
of his trouble increasing. The symptoms on admis-
sion were pain in the thigh and a discharge of pus
from siuns in front and behind.

May 4¢h.—Dr. Mack made 2 incisions ; one an
inch long on the inner side of the thigh, and the
other one and a half inches long on the outer side.
Into these, probes were introduced for the pur-
pose of detecting diseased bone.

May sth.—Searched for diseased bone with a
vertebrated probe, but did not detect any.  Bowels
Letng constipated, two compound rhubarb pills were
ordered.

Jlay 6th.—General health good ; appetite vora-
cious. Diseased bone was again sought for but
could not be detected.  Inflammation of the peri-
ostium was diagnosed, and iodide of potassium
and hydrarg. perchloridi ordered.

May jth.—Not fecling as well to-day as usual,
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due to surgical fever having set in ; the following ot the straight jacket. Sinuses ordered to be in.

was ordered : ! jected with warm water.

R Quinix Sulph 3ss. I AMay r18th—Slept well last night; strength is
Ac. Mur. Dil. q.s. ! much reduced ; quinine mixture discontinued, and
Tct. Card. Co. 3j. | quinine and Dovers powder substituted.
:?‘li);i‘t.l“(l,‘ll.xlﬁ);:: ?;(S) 3ii. . day 19f/1.-—'l’empe.ra.ture 103°. I pulse 113;
Aquee ad 5ij—M. | very low ; was very del!rlogj last night. 3

U Afay 20th.—DPatient is failing every day ; delirium
> . . continues.  Will take very little nourishment of

Fwo compound carthartic pills were ordered, any sort ; bowels constipated ; an enema of castor

T . 1 > me 5118 . . ..
at night, and two in the morning,  Onc small j oil and turpentine was ordered to be administered
. s came awav to.day 1 . .
pirce of bone came away to-day. ‘ at once ; chloral and bromide of potassitm were

Aay Sth.—NMuch better to-day. did not sleep ' grdered every four hours.
well last night. l May

Sig.—3ss. ter in dic.

2/5t.— Became conscious at 11 A.M. and

May oth.—Openings in the thigh neatly closed ; ' said he was going to die ; he expired at 11.20 AN
slight discharge. Complains of puin in the chest, Sectio Cadazerss. This was performed by Drs.
cough and expectoration of blood, which undoubt- Copeland and Grecnwood cight hours after death.
edly came from the posterior nares.
picces of bone came away to-day. ‘Turpentine extensive pleuritic adhesions were present on the
fomentations were ordered to be applied to the right side.  The cavities of the heart were filled
chest ; pulv. Dovert grs. x. at bed tine. with dark fluid blood ; no clets present ; vessels of

May roth.—Slept well last night ; suffering from ' heart very much distended ; no organic disease of
suvere headache and slight fever ; bowels consti- | heart.  Abdominal viscera healthy. A poition of
pated for which an enema of warm water was or- the {emur six inches long was removed and ex

Several small  Brain normal, pia mater congested ; lungs healthy;

dered ; discharge from leg, slight.

May 1:th.—Much Dbetter to-day ; rested well
last night ; enema operated well.

May ra2th—Suffering only from headache to--
day ; was ordered quinine and Dovers powder,
one every four hours.

day r3%.~--Severe salivation supposed to be in-
duced Dby pil. cath. co. of May 7th ; patient very
much reduced in strergth; stimulants were or-
dered.  Temperature 101° F. ; pulse 98 ; respira- '
tions 2414 ; tongue whitish and dry ; face livid;
skin dry : diarrchee1, and delirium. A gargle of
chloraie of potash was ordered, and the patient
put upon iron, quinine and strychnia.

AMay rfth.—l1s very much better ; diarrheea is
slight ; salivation abated ; leg looking better.

May rs5th.—Salivation ceased ; fever has abated;
suffers from slight headache to-day.  Pulv. ipecac
co-ordered to be continued, but to alternate with the
administration of McMunns’ clixir of opium.

May r6th—\Was very delirious  yesterday after-
noon ; comylains of pain in the left shoulder to-day,
which is the result of falling out of bed.  Appetite
improving ; bowels open.

May r;th.—TFree discharge from sinuses ; vio-
lently delirious last night, required the application '

- the bone.

amined. ‘The periosteum was very much injected,
thickened and easily separated from the surface of
The whole shaft of the femur was dis
cased, the part most affected being from a few
inches above the condyles, upwards for about feur
inches, its largest circumference being six inches.
It presents only one sinus which does not enter the
medullary canal, {sinus is as large as a crow quill)
The compact portion of bhone is very much thick
ened, and measures one inch from the external
surface of the bone to the medullury cavity en-
croaching so much on the cavity, as nearly to
obliterate it.

ELEPHANTIASIS GR.FCORUM.

History,—Thomas D. Scott, wt. 38; confec
tioner, born in Quebec ; was admitted into the
Hospital on the 22nd of March, 1876. Up 0

January 1879, he had always enjoyed good health,
only previous diseases being remittent and inter-
mittent fevers.

He was a man of good habits,

and had worked in many of the principal cities
of Canada and the United States; the farthest
south he had been was Memphis, where he
stayed three months, during which time he worked
at his trade.

While there, when chopping kindling
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wood the axe slipped and cut his leg, and bcing!'
careless, and wearing damp  stockings and poor’
Jhoes, inflammation set in. By careful treatment
he finally got well, but whenever he had cold or
Jamp feet it seemed to affect his leg, which would
occasionally uleerate. After several such attacks
itagain broke out in January 1876, Lecoming su
<evere as to prevent him working.  Ile hegan then
wtreat it himself, using patent remedies ; seeing
no improvement he sought medical aid n the
National Institute, Indianapolis; after remaining
there three or four wecks without deriving any
benefit, he returned home, and sought admission

ato the St Catharines General and  Marine
Hospntal.
SymMpeiods  oN  AbpyisaroN —General  health

poor ; left Jeg (upper #3,) and foot vory much on-
larged, the latter was studded with smadl round
wmors the size of a pea, of a livid or purple hue
the lower third ¢f the leg was encircled by an ex-
tensive sore,

March 25th.—-Oleum morrhue was administered:
and St of the syrup of 1whide of tron and quin.ne.
inahittle water three times a day also the followin

B. Acd Boracie 3j
Adepis 3.
Misce fiat Unguentum.

o

General health improved up to April 22nd, when
slisht consupation was complained of, which was
relieved by ol. ricinl Fss.

April 23¢d. - -Having been distnrbed in his even-
ing rest for a few nights by noise in the ward, pro-
duced by an unmanageable patient, and beirg in-
formed of his only hope of recovering, viz., ampu-
tation, he became very restless, and began to fail
in health, "t by removing him to a separate room
where he might enjoy perfect silence and good rest
atnight, he rapidly improved.  In the meantime
3 grains of quinine were ordered three times a day,
also 4 10 6 ozs. of sherry wine daily.

dprit 27th. --Feeling very well, pulse normnl,
ele. To-day being the day appointed for the op-
eration, it was accordingly petformed at 12.3
PA; the limb was amputated at the junction of
the lower with the middle third of the thigh.  The'
Operation was performed Ly Dr. Mack, as-!
sisted by Drs. Comfort, Goodman and Copeland.
Duriag the operation the atomizer was in action,
emitting a vapor of carbolic acid, which diffused i
self through the atmosphere of the room.  After |

applying the necessary sufures and adhesive plaster,
the stump was dressed with dry lint; placed neat
to this was lint and cottun soaked in a hot satu-
rated solution of boradic acid and diied, and this
covered with Lister’s antiseptic gavze, and the
After
the operation he was very restless for some time.

whole covered with oil silk and bandaged.

Two hours witer the operation he went 10 sleep,
and slept for half an hour, after which in order to
gain mote rest and keep the patienm quiet, tinctare
of opium was adinistered, which made him very
excitable.

April 28 ~-Pulse, respirations and temperature
normal.

April 20th.—Dressings were  removed, after
being on 48 hours @ they emitted not the shightest
odor, and the stump lovked very well 5 the dressing
was repeated as before ; being su vesy restless 1t
was found necessary to administer 20 grains of
chloral hydrate, and if required 1o grains in 2
Evening, pulse 8o respirations 26 ; tem-
perature 98 I,

April - soth.—Morning,

hours.
dressings  repeated ;
st not Looking so favorable ; pulse 78 ; respira-
Evening, pulse 58;
respirations 26 ; temperature 101°,

NMay rst.—Patent tecls very well ; stump look-
ing better ; dressings repeated, but instead of using
ordinary dry lint neat the stump, boracic acid lint

tions 20 ; temperature 1oc °,

“dried was usced, and neat o it was placed lint

~aturated with a cold solution of Loracdic acid, then
oiled silk, and  antiseptic gauze over all and
bandaged.  Morning, pulse 7o ; respirations 2313 ;
tanperature 95 . Fvening, pulse 8o respira-
tions 26- 5 5 temperature 96° F.

May 2nd.—Slept well last night ; appetite good .

stump  rather painful  to day @ slight discharge.

Repeated diessings saine as yesterday,  Morning,
pulse 70 ; respirations 2375 temperature 973~ .
Evening, pulse So; respirations 262 ; temperature
98" T, slight constipation complained of for
which two compound rhubarb pills were ordered
to be administerad.

May rd—Did not rest well last night; feels
Letter to-day 5 wppetite good; pills operated nicely ;
sturnp not looking as well as usual 5 st ght discharge
of pus ; dressings ordered to be reneated. Morn-
inz, pulse 78 respirations 26 ; temperature 9g .
Iivening, pulse 75; respirations 23; temperature 987,

AMay gth.—Same as yesterday.  Morning, pulse
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2 92 ; respiiations 3023 ; temperature 100°. Kven-| mechanical properties as an oil paint arc not §
1 ing, pulse 9g ; respirations 32 ; temperature ror.° sufficiently prominent to enable it to cope advap. §a

&)

-;‘,: May 5th.—Stump looking better ; repeated dress- tageously with the commerce of white lead. Ity

. " . . ; i very different, however, with an invention of Mr,
e ings ; injected sinuses with: carbolic lotion (1-49.) [ Thomas Griffiths, of Liverpool, who has succeeded
W OL ncim was administered yesterday which|in obtaining a very interesting product, to which |
A operated. | desire to call the attention of the Congress in afew §
‘i‘; May 6th.—On the evening of the fifth he became | words.  This new preparation, which is already 5z

very restless ; suddenly there was a change from ! manufactured on a tolerably large scale, has for us £4

fﬁ - restlesness to perfect stillness.  The nurse becom- | basis a sulphide of e, or any oxy-sulphide of that =
7 ] . . ; . ' metal, the properties of which, as an oil paint,are §
i ing suspicious examined the stump and found it most remarkable, as I have had several times the B
41 bleeding profusely. She tried to check the, opportunity of testing. It is prepared by precipe f
{!’j& - hemorrhage and sent at once for Dr. Copeland ! tating a salt of zinc, by means of a soluble sul- ¥
" but before he arrived the patient expired. phide, washing and dryng the precipuate. Ths
g Sectio Cadaveris, 14 hours after death, The 13 NEXt calcined at a red heat, with certain precaw
he ¢ ¢ 514 . ' tions, and as it lcaves the furnace it falls, whilst
" muscles of the thigh were undergoing *- fatty de- quite hot, into cold water.  There it is submitted B
Y- generation.” There was atheromatous degeneration  to levigation, collected, and afterwards dried.  The |
B of the arteries ; the ligatures were found to De: resultis a white colour of great fineness, and of ex-
i secure and as sound as they possibly could be; quisite beauty.  Irom a hyglf:m(: pont of v, 5
e but the arteries were found to have ulcerated’ this new zinc white of Mr. Gritliths is infiniely §
4 ; . - superior to white lead, as it 1s, moreover, 1n a prac
R between the ligatures and Scarpa’s triangle.  Both tical sense. It possesses no noxious uality; B3
profunda and femoral were found open. Viscera' neither its manuficture nor its use aflects the b3
. generally healthy ; no other disease of the organs of ' health of the workmen ; the price at which 1t can
circulation. I be obtained is comparatively very moderate ; its §3
ff PO - - _ -2 "durability, in the most vanable of climates, 15, 50 g
S = N il _to say, indefimite ; and it is in no way affected by g
."’ Stelected 3““[“5' 1 gaseous emanations of any kind, nor by damp
< = ~= 7~ This1s a product which deserves, most assuredly, {4
' TWO NEW CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FROM ' the attention of all those who have at heart the
T A HYGIENIC POINT OF VIEW. + health of the working classes. What is muost re f
“ I markable 1s that the new white covers much better ¥
o I have the honour to call the attention of the i than white lead, while it is more resisting asre
International Hygienic Congress to some new | gards the attacks of the weather ; so that its use i [
chemical preparations which will have, in ail pro-| not only without any kind of danger to the health, £
bability, a very consideradle influence upon the | but it 15 more economical than the latter. The g3
i amelioration of publc health. Everyone is aware | second preparation, of which I desire to say a fex g5
Lt of the dangers inherent to the manufacture and to | words here, is a new kind of paint called cnamel £z
" the use of colours having a basis of lead, that is, | paint, which is already largely used in England and §
. made with white lead. We ail koow thac the [in the English colomes. It 1s a product which, of B3
RN health of the workmen is compromised tu an enor-| late years has become a special branch of man
o, mous extent in this branch ot chemical industry, | facture on the part of the Silicate Paint Company, &
' and that the remedies adopted, such asthe habitual [ of London, thus named because the oil paints

use of dilute sulvhuric acdid for drinking, the frc-lm.mulauurcd by this Company have for thef
quent washing of the body, the use of gluves and | basis a very pure silica, obtained from a natun g

o “respirators,” &c., are totally madequate to arrest | deposit discovered a few years ago in the west of B
- the evil. It would be easy—-but 1. 15 useless here | Eogland.  Tins deposit which is very oxtensive g

—to dilate upon this subject.  For nwny years | consists of hydrated silica, containing about 15
. past, efforts have been made to discover some | per cent. of water, and after being calcined it sip
+e white substance which could cffeciually replace | pues a very wlite substance, containing wbout 9 ¢

e white lead 1 the pamnung o1 buildings, ships, «per cent. of pure silica. The nataral product g
- wooden and metallic wotks of all kuds, &c., and | after levigation and calaination, thus yicld's a ver g
i I have myself devoted several months of hard jwhite and very fine substance, which assimilats 3
% work to this important subject, but with very htde | petfectly with other coloars, and with oils, &}
8 success. There has been tound, it is true, in oaide | By means of this perfectiy inert and harmless swb B3
A of zinc, a white substance less potsunous than lead, | stance, and  certain restous  preparations, ther g
=4 and a substance that can very well be used for o have been produced enamel  paints which are 1™ B4
Xo painting, but its production is very costly, and its | permeable to water, and which are applied caslf ¢
. 3
s,
[41]
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py means of a brush like ordinary oil paints."‘ will settle any doubt as to whether it is free
These enamel paints dry very quickly on the peritoneal or ovarian fluid, or fluid of some other
various objects of wood, stone, or metal, to which cysl.". Subseguently, however, hc' mentipns ob-
they are applied, yielding a hard, smooth, brilliant  servations which appear that to diagnostic rules
and 1mpenvious surface, which resembles either, , based on this mode of investigation there are ex-
porcelain or marble, and is endowed with great ceptions. ‘\\'e should have bLeen glad of some
cleanhiness.  As this application is quite insoluble  more definite statement of the amount of weight
in water, 1t can easily be washed, when desirable, | to be attached to these facts. Do, or do not, the
with svap and water, and its durability is indefi- chemical and microscopical characters of the fluids
nite.  lor the walls of hospitals and barracks, in question with certainty reveal their origin? To
for preventing the entrance of dam) into apart- this question we should like to have heaid the
ments, and for a host of other hygienic purposes, ' answer of Mr. Wells,
as well as for purposes of decoration, and theE In the third lecture, we enter upon the lecturer's
preservation of metallic surfaces, &c., this in- own special province. He first describes tapping ;
genivu> enamel paint will certainly be found of its history, methods, and the limits of its utility.
very great value. I do not hesitate to take the, Here he expresses a decided opinion, and his
nsk ot abusing the time at the disposal of the'dictum ought to be, and no doubt will be, re-
Congress in calling the attenuon to these new, cognised as an authoritative rule.  “I think,” he
chemical products, for I am perfectly convinced | says, ** I have seen quite enough now to warrant me
that they must be ranked among the most inge- to endeavour to impress upon surgeons that, if the
mious and useful inventions that have been made in; cyst be a single cyst, before they do anything else,
our day. —LDr. Phipson, Herapath's Fournal. they should see what can be gained by one tap-
ping.” Then he comes to ovariotomy. The rules
fwiich he lays down as to the circumstances under
MR. SPENCER WELLS ON OVARIOTOMY. | which the operation should be performed are
"eminently judicious. So long as no great incon-
It is not an easy task to criticise such lectures | venience is caused by the tumour, the surgeon
as the six just delivered by Mr. Spencer Wells at; should hold his hand ; but he should nat delay
the Roval College of Surgeons. operation till the patient’s ht::fllh is so undermined
Mr. Wells begins by carefully defining his task. ' as to compromise success. The mere size of the
“All that I can do,” he says, ““is to bring before tumour, and the difficultics met with in the
you, in the plainest manner, the results of twenty . operation, do not so much affect tl}g result as the
)‘cars’ exceptiona”y Iargc observation and practicc ])ﬂtlent S COnSu[UllOl:lal COIld‘I[lon. The O[)eratlon
.and . . . to tell what I have learned ahout | should not be associated with a sudden change,
the diagnosis and surgical treatment of abdoniinal | from activity and excitement to the monotony and
tumors ; how I have learned it ; the lessons [ have restraint of the sick-room. Almost the only
been taught by mistakes and failures ; the satisfac  Positive contra-indication to an operation is the
tion WhiCh has attended incrcasing success.” ; fact that the p:ltls:l:lt has some other f.’ltal dlseuse.
These sentences accurately describe the scope of , Even the probability thata tumour is cancerous
the lectures ; beyond the programme thus sketched does not absolutely forbid its removal.
out they do not go. As to the details of the operation, comment 1s
The first lecture contains an account of the, not needed.  Mr. Well's success is the proof of
mode of examining  patients  with abdominal | the correctness of his method. We may note,
tumours, and recording their cases. This part is however, that as an anasthetic he prefers the
interesting, and fertile in uscful hints; but we Dbichloride of methylene, which he thinks safer
fancy that every surgeon of large experience soon  than chloroform* In the management of the
falls into a method of note-taking suited to his own, pedicle his experience is greatly in favour of the
purpose, and is not likely to bind himself down to, clamp.  The result to the patient is, he rightly
the system of anyone else, however eminent.  Mr. says, the great thing to be considered, the thing

Wells then runs over the different kinds of ab-
dominal tumors which have been, and therefore
may be, mistaken for ovarian growths, noting the,
chief diagnostic marks of each. The brevity
doubtless imposed upon him by his limited time,
makes this section, also, suggestive rather than
exhaustive.  We find some remarks, not so clear
as we could wish, upon the chemical and micros-

with which nothing else can be compared in im-
portance ; and tiied by this test, the clamp comes
out best. The justification of the ligature is, that
the use of the clamp is not practicable in every
case. The cautery tieatment, Mr. Wells has found
troublesome and uncertain. The necessity for
carcfully counting forceps, sponges, etc., was im-
pressed upon the listeners by anecdotes narrated

copical characters of the liquids drawn from ovarian | at length in a dramatic form.

Gyets.” A chemical and microscopical examina-

In the part of his lectures which deals with the

ticn of the fluid that is removed,” says the lecturer, | treatment of the abdominal wound, Mr. Wells
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refers to a few valuable esperiments which he has :du more, to Mr., Welly' most judicious remarks
made upon living animals. We must say we upon the admimstration of sumulants after opera.
remark withmuch regret the apologetic tonein which fuon. We should aiso hke much to have M,
he thinks it necessary to refer 10 them. He speaks | Wells' opinion of Battey's operation ; for the sake
of his having been accused of cruelty, and protests | of this, we could even have spared Lord Selborne’s
that the number of experiments he has made is | calculations, which we tancy we have heard before,
but small. But we think that a man in his position | And with respect to uterine tumours, Mr. Wells
should guide public opinion, and not Lend to it omits to answer what seems to us the vl
Il he do allow himsclf to be influenced by the | question with regard to them ; what are the circum-
prejudices of others, it should be by the opinion |stances whith render the abdominal removal of a
of the educated public, the leaders of the scientific [ uterine fibroid justifiable? There is one vast
world, and not by the excited feelings of amiable, | difierence between these growths and ovarian cysts,
well-meaning, but misinformed persons.  ‘Those, Ovarian tumours tend to death ; uterine tumours,
who, like Mr. Wells, are in the proud position of as a rule, do not. 1ence th: rule of practice must
not only understanding what science 1s, and Low greatly differ.  We should ke much to have heard
scientific problems are to be worked rut. but of ; what Mr. Wells thinks on this point.—.Ved. Time
possessing the confidence of the public, sheuld use ' and Gazette, Aug 3, '78.
their opportunities to lead people to appieciate
science, and should help them to discriminate
between those whosg knowledge and work make FALLOPIAN PREGNANCY.
them worthy of being heard, and those obscure
seekers after notoriety whose only hope of getting
it, lies in appealing to the feelings of persons un-
accustomed to think.  Companng this passage’  Pr, Laurence  Johnson reported (New  vork
with one in the sixth lecture, in which Mr. Wells' Academy of Medicine) a case of Fallopian preg-
implies that his adoption of the antiseptic method ' 1an¢y oCcuning in a women at twenty-nine  years,
was retarded by the want of some experiments on’ nyriied, and the mother of two childrzn, aged re-
animals which he would have liked to have made, Cspectively four and a Lalf, and two and a half
we think that if he apologises foranything, it should ' yeqrs.  She had always been healthy.  Her last
be for having so little availed himself of this means ' ipenstruation commenced on the tith of February,
of interrogating nature. '1858, and continued the usual length of time—
A topic upon which the lecturer's remarks are 'three or four days. There was no evidence of
very interesting, is thit of the antiseptic system. | pregnancy eacept the nonappearance of the men-
Hearing and secing the great results which had ses on March :1th. On March 23rd, at about
attended this methad, Mr. Wells thought it his noon, she suddenly began to suffer from pain re
duty to trv it; but accidental circumstances pres ferable to the pelvic region, becae faint, and was
vented his doing s» at the time he had intended, ' put to bed.  Small quantities of brandy were given
and, going on in his cld way, his results becamie  at intervals, and she poertially regained her strength,
even more brilliant than had attended the . nti- but in the evening there was a return of the faint-
septic system elsewhere, and vere not subscquently  ness. Shovomited onee or twice and had no evac-
outdone by the new system in Mr. Wells' own uation from the bowels.  The doctor saw her for
hands.  This forms an instructive commentary the first time soun after the attack of fainting in
upon the doctrine of contaqium wvizum, as ex-!the evening; found her very pale, with a fecble
pounded by Dr. Roberts at Manchester. Tu, pulse, 140, but there was no discharge of blood
generate disease, there are not only needed mor- from the vagina.
bific germs, but a soil in which those germs may| .March 24k —Dadentappeared somewhat brighter
live and propagate. Listerism (as it is called abroad) | pulse somewhat stronger, but rapid.  Urination
aims at, and succeeds in, destroying the germs. | without pain; abdomen somewhat tympanitic;
But if, by scrupulous cleanliness, these genns can {tenderness all around the uterus, but especially
be deprived of any soil in which they can thrive, |upon the right side. Pain was not a prominent
Listerism is superfluous. This view is borne out, | symptom at any time during the entire history of
not only by Mr. Wells’ experience, but by Mr. |the case, although at no time was she markedly
Callender’s statistics of amputations.  Those | under the influence of narcotics.
hospitals in which Listerism has worked the greatest|  Afaresr 25th.—Patient sank rapidly, and was
change, have been those in which, prior to its in- | thought to be dying. She rallied, however, so that
troduction, the principles of surgical hygiene have|on March 26th she was comparatively bright. On
been the least attended to. Safety from wound-| the night of the 26th she sank and died, fowr days
poisoning lies in either plan, the greatest security | from her first attack of faintness. )
being nbviously in the combination of both., We|  Autopsy twenty-four hours after death.—Pelvic
should like to call attention, but have ot space to! cavity filled wiis blood. Ruptured cyst in the

———————

NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.,




AR

i’

THE CANADA LANCET. 79

———— = - b - -

tight Fall pian tube, close to the uteras, and pro AL Tripier to establish a fistula between the cavity
bably not larger than a hickory-nut.  Right ovary | of an ovarian sac and the exterior.  He has tried

contained A recent corpus luteum.  Uterine de-
cidua very apparent.  Little or no evidence of
peritonitis. ) o

Dr. Johnson raised the following important ques-
tion :  Hould not an operation, with the vicw of se
auring Moold sessels, hazve been feasible and justifiable
immedialely after the occurrence of the first hemerr-
aage on the 23rd of March.
BY DR,

MLTHOD ot IREATMEN] SUGGLSLIED

EAIMET,

Dr. T. Addis Emmet, in the light of a case re-
ported by Dr. McBurney, and which was seen in
consultation by Dr. Thomas and himsecif, believed

it to be a feasible operation, as soon as the Fallo-'

pian pregnancy was recognized, to first dilate the
uterus, then dilate the tube, and in that manner
remove the feetus.  Dilatarion of the uterus took
place when only a moderate quantity of fluid was
enclosed in its cavity, and at the same time the
fluid backed into the Fallopian tubes.  He there-
fure was perfectly satisfied that, with proper instru-
ments, the uterus could be safely dilated, and also
the Fallopian tube, and as the cyst was usually
near tae body of the uterus, its contents could
readily escape into the cavity of the uterus when
such dilatation was effected.  Dr. Emmet then ex-
hibited an India-rubber cot, such as he had been
in the habit of using during the lazt ten yearsffor the
purpuse of dilating the uterus.  The dilator was
manufactured by Shepard & Dadley, and consisted
of an India-rubber cot containing a tube into which
asound could be introduced, so that it could be
arried to the fundus of the uterus ; an additional
fixture petmitted the attachment of a Davidson’s sy-
ringe, by means of which the cot conld be dis-
tended to any degree required. When the uterus

had been dilated, a curved sound could be used, 1

and the cot introduced into the Fallopian tube,
and dilatatiun produced as in the former instance.

FEASIBILIIY OF A SURGICAL OPERRATION,

Dr. Emmet was of opinion that as soon as rup-
ture ¢ the cyst occurred, it was a proper operation
to immediately open the abdomen and secure the
bleeding vessels; for, in comparison witih such
operations as ovariotomy, opemmng the abdomen
for that purpose was a simple affair.

Dr. Post referred to a case reported to the In-
ternational Medical Congress by Dr. —, of
Georgia, in which laparotomy was performed for
that purpose, and with good results.

Dr. Sell approved of the operation.—Medical
Record,

— —————

Ovariorumy SUPERSEDED.—A preposalhas been
brought Lefore the Paris Academy of Sciences by

it in one case with success.  The interior of the
sac can in this way be washed out or treated with
i iodine injections or cauterised. He has used in-
Cjections of iodised water daily.  The galvano-
; caustic 1s used to establish the fistult.  Tais oper-
, ation is less furmidalle than ovariotomy, and can
x be casily carried out, but, of course, is nut devoid
of danger, but it may be applicable in cases where
gastrotomy isrefused or inapplicable.  Withregard
, to injections, they should not be tuo strong,  We
 may point out that death from poisoning by iodine
has been recorded where the drug was injected.
This operation may be compared with electrolysis
 for ovarian dropsy.—-Z%e Doctor.

DR. McLEOD ON SAYRE'S METHOD
: OF TREATING SPINAL DISEASES.
; Dr. G. H. B. Macleod gave, on a patient at
, present under treatment for Potl’s disease of the
 spine, a demonstration of Sayre’s method of treat-
ing this affection.  He said one great advantage
, the system had over the former treatment was, that
. the patient was allowed to go about, and into the
copen air. As they were aware there were two
 kinds of deformities of the spine ; Pott’s disease
(.mtcro-poatcrior curvature), which was a true
_disease, in wnicl, the bodies became disintegrated :
,and fateral curvature, not a true disease, as it in-
vulved no pathological change, arising from abnor-
"mal contriction of the muscles.  Potts disease is
,mostly seen 1n youny persons, and more frequently
i buys and girls, and, as Sayre has pointed out, 1t
J1s frequenty traumatic in its origin. The ordi-
nary idea that Pott's disease 15 strumous, and due
to scrofuly, it not borne out by cvidence, though it
mizht be true to this extent, that a scrofulous
child is more readily affected than another. The
early symptoms are a Jittle difficult to recognise.
If the lesion be in the cervical region, there is
often a feeling of constriction of the neck, dys-
, phagia,and a loud hackirg cough. Whenthesesymp-
. toms are present, without any indications of chest
. mischief, the spine should be examined. If in
" the dorsal region, there ure dyspeptic symptoms,
“with a kind of inspiration, which Sayre described
as grunting.  Pains in and around the chest, and
general lassitude, are often present. If lower
. down, the symptoms are often referred to the
‘bladder. There are wandering pains of the ab-
domen, thighs, &c. To examme the child, they
' should take him on their knees, face downwards,
"the thighs of the surgeon being parted, so as to
- make extension upon the child's spine. They
would see by the behaviour of the child, if Pott’s
disease were present. Bv gradually making ex-
tension, they would often evuke from the patient a
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smile of satisfaction from the relief cxpcricnred.\culosis. On the other hand, primary tubercular

ulcer can often be scarcely distinguished from can.
cer unless a microscopic examination be made;

This would at once vanish, and a cry of pain be

elicited if extension were withdra vn, and the ver '

tebrre crowded on one another.  Then agiin the | while the failure of anti syphilitic trcatment, fd

mode of walking, of stooping, &c., were character * distinguishes it from  syphilitic  ulcer, which
istic.  If jumping down from a chair, the child often has a similar appearance. The tubereular
would light on lus toes or the fore part of the foot "ulcer of the tongue runs a course resembling that
—never his heels. He had a habit of keeping his' of cancer. A small hard nodule on the edze or
hands resting on his thighs.  When stooping he upper surface of the tongue, which is often over.
did not bend his back at all, but by a series of iooked, at last falls off, and leaves a dirty ulcer,
shifts and expedients managed to reach the object with an indurated base which generally spreads
he wanted to hft.  The pain arising from the affec- more slowly than a cancerous ulcer. A cure can
tion was often mistaken for growing pains.  The ' be produced only by early extirpation, which, per.

principle of Sayre’s treatment was by some hard ! haps, may arrest the development of general tuber-

supporting agc it to throw the pressure upon the ' culosis. ‘The author has observed four cases in

bones not diseased. | Bilroth's clinic ; twe of the individuals were thirty. :~

Dr. Macleod then demonstrated the treatment ! two years of age, the others sixty-eight and seventy,
on a patient.  Dr. Macleod added that he had ! In three cases the uleer was extirpated, and  heal
tried other substances besides plaster of Paris,'ing took place in a few days. In the excised
sich as paraffin. glue, starch.  Glue did pretty | pieces the tissue around the ulcer was studded
well, but was not equal to plaster ; while paratfin ! with miliary tubercies, mostly toward the free sur-
did not do well, and was dirty to handle. Healso! face.  “The morbid process appears to commence
pointed out that instead of Sayre’s suspension ap- ! with a general transformation of the muscular tis
paratus, it was easy to improvise with a room door ! sue into a homogenous slightly granular deposit
an arrangement that would serve the purpose.  As | containing proliferating muscle-nuclei.  Later, the
regarded abscesses, which sometimes ocurred in | primary deposits become confluent, and giant cells
Pott’s disease, Sayre, who did not believe in anti-lare formed from the obstructed portions of the
septic surgery, opened them freely, and cleansed | blood-vessels ; in some of these Nedopil found ca-
out the abscess with Peruvian balsam (an anti-| vities filled with brown pigment.  The growth of
septic).  Dr. Macleod then demonsirated minutely | the tubercle appears to take place partly through
the further treatment for abscesses. He also | proliferation of nucler (without cell formauon)in
showed by means of a model that, as proved by | the interior, partly through metamorphosis of the
Sayre, in what was usually called lateral curvature, | neighbouring tissue.—ZAe Doctor.
there was a rotation of the bodies of the vertebre
upon themselves. On this account he (Sayre) had
substi}uted lhq term Rotary Lateral ” for lateral, BONE FORMATION AFTER RESECTION
as being descriptive of the exact state of matters. OF THE LOWER JAW
inregard to this kind of curvature, all the ordinary * © '
kinds of apparatus went on a wrong principle, and)  The following is by B. voN LANGEBECK, in the
did hatm,  The object was to get back muscular | transactions of the “ German Society of Surgery,”
tone, and this was done by exercising the muscles | Sixth Congress :—
which had lost their energy. Mere lateral I’“—’SSU"@I GENTLEMEN : I am permitted to make this brief
would do no good at all. "The spine must be | communication through the (as I may well say)
straightened by self-suspension several times daily, | exceedingly great attention which Prof. J. R.
for montbs ata time. The hand on the concave | \ood, of New York, has shown, in sending this
side should be held uppermost.  After a consider- | preparation here from New York by his assistant,
able experience of these cases of curvature, he Iyr Wiggin, in order to allow it to be demonstrated.
had no hesitation in saying that Sayre’s treatment | 1), Wiggin must return again to-morrow to New
of them was very far in advance of any former | york and, although our allotted time is very brief,
methods of treatment which he had tried. —Gias-| revertheless 1 have deemed it necessary to present
gow Med. Fournal. this demonstration, because otherwise our dis-
tinguished American colleague would have sent us
this really grand work in vain.

- e L

TUBERCULAR ULCER OF THE Prof. Wood, Surgeon to Bellevue Hospital, in
TONGUE. New York, had the kindness to send mc the

photograph of this skull last fall— a skull of which

M. Nedopll, in the Ariiv. for Klinische Chi- the entire under jaw had been extirpated on
rurgie, remarks that the diagnosis of secondary |account of phosphorus-necrosis, and of which the
tubercular ulcer of the tongue is generally not diffi- | whole lower jaw has, in the course of a brief time,
cult in the presence of cther indications of tuber-!formed itsell anew ; and when, in my surgical
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lecture, | had showed and explained this photo-; I have performed subpctivstel resection of the
raph, £ did not belicve that a corresponding pre | entire lower jaw six tines—I{our times in con-
grap o B | : e
paraten realy existed anywhere, before he had the  scquence of  phosphorus-necrosis, and twice 10

courtesy to send us this shull with the new ly-formed

Jower jaw. I will briefly present the history of the

operation, which is described in a short artizle by

Dr. Woud mnthe ** New York Journal of Medicdine”

for May, 1856, as the “ Removal of the entire |
Lower Jaw, for Necrosis caused by Phosphoric--
Acid Gas.”

A gil—Cornelia S.—sixteen years of age,
formerly always healthy, had worked in match-
factories for two years an<l a1 half, one of which was
very badiy ventilated.  She was occupied eight
hours duily in picking matches, but enjoyed the
best health until May, 185, At that time there
took plice, along with teothache, a swelling of the
tower jaw, with suppuration.  The puient, how.
over, continied her work up to December, 1853,

Upon licr reception into Bellevue Hospital, total”
neerosis of the right, and partial of the left, lower
jaw enisted, with profuse suppuration.  The pus
peured fur the greater part into the cavity of the
mouth, and outward through a fistula opening in
the lower border of the mandibula, Notwithstand-
g this, her general health had remained good, and
her appetite good,only chewing very much impeded.

On the 19th of January, 1856, Dr. Wood, made
aresection of a parc of the right iower half of the
juw, with most careful saving of the periosteum,
and with preservation of the chin-portion of the
lower jaw.  Healing resulted without interruption,
but it snon became evident that the entire remain-
ing under jaw was diseased al-n, and this had/
likewise to be removed on the 16th of February,
28 days after the first operation. Excepting the
retraction of the tongue ensuing upon the removal !
of the jaw, and the choking symptoms induced .
thereby, the good effect of the operation and the
heallng of the wound remained uninterrupted, and
in March, 1856, the patient was able to be dis-1
charged, recovered.

The reformation of the bone was complete, and

the function of the new lower jaw left nothing
further to be desired. In the photograph taken at |
this time, ou gbserve the admirable contour of
the lower jaw, ot which the chin-portion only re-;
cedes slightly. Some years later, Cornelia S. died -
of abscess of the brain, and so Dr. Wood acquired
the possession of this skull, which stands before |
You, and upon which you observe the entire lower
Jaw, with extremely complete foimi, only a very
little smaller than the original must have been.
. Formerly, cases of phosphorus-necrosis came
into the dlinic here not infrequently, and scarcely;
aterm passed in which some jaw.-resections were
10t perfurmed.  Thanks to the better ventilation
In factories since 1864, scarcely any cascs have
Ome under observation, and it appears that
Fhosphorus necrosis will, at no very distant time, |
be eliminated,

consequence of acute osteo-perivstitis. il these
case reformation of new bone was observed, and,
indeed, as in the case operated upon by Dr. Woud,
with most ¢ mplete restoration of the function.

When one extirpates the entire lower jaw from
under the periosteum at one situng, the chin must
invariably recede. The room for the formation of
the new Jower Jaw s restricted by muscles, namely,
Ly the genio-glossi ; the contour of the new lower
Jw develops umpertectly, and the chin-portion of
it retreats more or less perceptibly.  In order to
obviate this evil, I have, like Dr. Wood, made the
operation at fivo defferent times, and at first cut out
from the periosteum the smaller portion of the
mandibula—which was, however, most diseased —
leaving the chin and larger portion alone, and
then, after four or six weeks, resected the remain-
der.  Bat even then, as this photograph and the
description given by Dr. Wood indicate, the lower
jaw 1s always smaller, and the normal prominence
of the chin is lacking.

The evil is almost completely avoided, if as

. Billroth  has recommended, one leave behind in

position osteophytes from the necro-+1 bone, in

. immediate contact with the periosteum. This

photograph shows you such a case. I cut out
first the smaller partof the necrused jaw-bone, and,
after new bone could be distinctly felt-—six weeks
later —I cut out the greater part, with the chin-
portion, The resected jaw here shows you that
osteophytes were left almost completely around.
The photograph, which is taken hall in profile
(August Matthe's), shows you that the contour of
the lower jaw is very complete, and that the chin
stands out in the normal manner.

The skull sent to us by Dr. Wood settles at once
the question of the durability of the newly-formed
bone. Ithas, indeed, been repeadedly maintained,
that the newly-formed boue, after subperiosteal re-
section, cannot be of a durable kind, but that it
subsequently must be reabsorbed. At all events,
this may happen, and I have myself scen it in the
case of a woman suffering from phosphorus-necro-
sis of the lower jaw, much reduced by long sup-
puration, whose lower jaw, newly formed after
resection, was, after a twelvemonth, almost entirely
reabsorbed. Such an absorption of bone is, how-
ever, a rare occurrence in my observation, and I
can testify to the unchanged persistence after years
of the new bone-formation, after subperiosteal ex-
tirpation, as well in the lower jaw as in long bones
(tibia, radius, os metacarpi pollicis).

Dr. Wood's patient died some years after the
operation, and yet you see the new .ower jaw pre-
served in all pares, although a triflc smaller than
was the original jaw.---V. Y. Med. Reord.
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THE METRIC SYSTEM* IN A NUT-SHELL.
BY EDWARD WIGGLESWORTH, M.D.

Surgeon-General Woodworth, of the U. S. Ma-
rine Hospital Service, May 3 1ssued a circular,
with the approval of Secretary Sherman, requiring
medical officers of the Marine Hosputal Service to
make use hereafier for all official, medical, and
pharmaceutical .. - ooses, of the Metnc System ot
Weights and Measures, which has already, under
the act of July 18, 1866, been adopted by this ser-
vice for the purveying of medical supphes.

The metric system is already legaized in bota
America and England. The only question now s,
which of the two, the most progressive or the most
conservative nation on earth, shall be the first to
definitely and finally adopt 1t as an cvawsice sys-
tem? |N.B.—England was 4oo years behind the
continent in adopting our present anthmetic. |
Russia has already 1aken the preliminary steps
towards its final adoption.  ‘The rest of the cinil-
1zed world long since made the system obhigatory,
in whole or in part, except that, in Sweden alone,
1ts obligatory use is to date from a period in the
tuture, 1839.

Now, what is this metric system? Mectric is
from the Greck word ** metron,’ a measure, spelled
with Lpsilon, e short, and thercefore pronounced,
mé-tric.

The meter [measure] is practically, a fised
quantity, namely, the ten millionth part of the
carth’s quadrant from the kquator to the North
Pole. With the meter everything can be mer-
sured, for it is irself the unit of a length ; a cube,
the edge of which is tenth of a meter, 1s the umt
of capacity [Liter], and the weight of a cube of rain
water, at its extreme contraction, the edge of which
cube is a hundredth of a Meter, is the unit of
weight [Gram].

It is the gram alone which concerns physicians
for, in the metric system, ecerythung s best pre-
scribed and dispensed by weight alone ; numbers
upon a prescrintion paper being regarded by the
pharmacist as representing Grams, Liters, or Me-
ters. These are ; Deci for tenth, Centi for hun-
dredth, Milli for thousandth ; Deka for ten, Hekto
for hundred, Kilo for thousand. Having thesc

few words, the terms of ‘Troy, Avordupois, and
Apothecaries’ weight, and of hquid measure, may .

be regulated to the limbo of pounds sterling, shili-
ings, four-pence-ha’pennies, and farthings.  As we
say dime, cent, mili, so we say deugram, centi-
gram, milligram.
diminish the value. Deka, hekto and kilo  are
Greek, and zncrease the value. The mnemonic is

*<¢ Univereality, Uniformity, Precision, Significance, Brev-
ity and completeness. A system of weights and measures
born of philosophy rather than of chance,”—(Ckarles
Sumner.,

These prefines are Latin, and

—

G TL D, e, Greek Increases, Latin Decreases,
Deka occurs in the Englich word decade |, hekio in
hecatomb ; kilo in chihad.

“ Being accustomed to the words mill, ¢:nt, and
dime, we shall find the words ¢ milligram* quite as
simple and  easy to pronounce as our words
¢ peunyweight-troy,”  hundred weight-avoirdupois,
¢scruple-apothecaries,” ete, notwithstanding the as-
sertion to the contrary of those who grieve to give
up the “short and sharp Anglo-Saxon words used
in our present pamidoar old talles of weights and
measures,”

Pracucally, moreover, for physicians, the whole
system s reduced to grims and centigr -ms, just a,
in money to dollars and cents.  On the rizht <ide
of the prescription paper draw a perpendicular
line from top o bottem.  This decimal Zeve takes

OLD STV E, Mitru.
Gram-,
miorgri . . equals . . . . . . c¢b
ER0 0 F . .y
351 ¢ 3 .o s e 32

the place of all the dedimal pornts, and obviates
the possibility of wistehes. This 15 the way dol-
lars and cents are sepanted on business papers,
Additional security 15 gained by writing the decimal
fiachon [centigrams] of half size and raised above

cthe line [uf grams], since it represents a numer

~ator of which the denuminator 100 is given. To
make assurance doubly sure, * Grams " may be
written between the integer-column of figures, and
if wished, the word **decimals " over the decimal
column,

Now, what 15 a Gram? or rather, the values,
metrically  expressed, of our  present awkward
welghts 2

Pru~sian. Practical. Precise.
Graiinl = oc6 0.06 0.005
D1 = 123 123 1.29
3L = 235 40 389
531 = 300 32.0 311

The * practical " table alone concerns us,  The
“ Prussian ” [by order of the Prussian Ministry,
Aug. 29, 1867] is given merely to show that our
table 15 even nearer the actual truth than one which
hus Leen proved by actual experience to answer
every purpose.  The values of the grain and
scruple are a little tov small.  As they are used
' for powerful drugs this is an error in the right di-
rection. The values of the drachm and ounce
arc a trifie too large, but the proportions and
therefore the ratio of drug to vehide are preserved.

A prescription written metrically is always pro-
portionate, and whetlier the pharmadist uses penny-
weights, pounds, or tons ; gills, pecks, or chaldrons;
pints, gallons, or hogsheads, the rativs are pre-
'served, and a teaspuon duse contains the same
.amount of medicine.




As regands administration, a teaspoon uprc'!
sents five grams, a tablespoon twenty grams ; for a
teaspoon holds one and one-third fluid drachms, a
tablespoon a trifle more than four tumes as much.

In the Metric Systew ezer, thing o5 iceighed, thus
obviating the difficulues of evaporation, refraction
and adhesion, and obtaining more conveniently,
more exact results. In our old ** systemless sys-
tem " some fluids were measured.  How shall we
obtain with weights, the desired buiks of fluids
with varying weights 2 Must we learn the speaific,
gravities of all fluids? ,

.\Vl'f al tI// .'

1. Iiaed oils, honey, Liquid acids and chlorofore,
must at present be prescribed i our old weights,
ot measures, accordng to the pharmacopai
Here change old weights to metric ones.

2. Not cnough chiloroform or ether is incladcd
in any one prescription to admit of harm arising,
from the amoant contained in a single dose, even
were their waghts regarded as the same with tlmt%
of water.  Moreover, 1t 15 not dilficult to remember
that »ther weighs seven-tenths as mwuch as water, |
chloroform twice as much as cther.

3+ There remain intusiuns and tinctures, ghcer-,
ine and syrups.  These four are u~od in Lulk as
doses, or as solvents or vehicles.  The former two:
may be regarded as identical in weight with water ;!
the latter two as one-third heavier, and when pre-!
scribing these we need merely write, by weight, for,
four-thirds as much as we should write for were we
prescribing water, and we obtain an ¢l bulk.”’
The teaspoom or tablespoon dose will then contain
the destred amount of the drags employed.

Or, simplest of all, we can make any misture up
to any desired bulk by merely directing the druggist
to use enoush of the vehicle to bring the whole
mixture up to the requisite weight for that bulk.

The Metric Bureau, 32 Hawley Street, Boston,
will furnish metric prescnption-blanks to order, to,
druggists or physicians at four-Afths princer’s rates,
or any blank can be muade sufficiently metnic by a!
perpendicular line at the right, headed g7 ams.

- - - —

ALCOHOL AS FOOD.

Having read with interest the correspondence
upon the above subject, I beg to quote a case that
has lately occurred in my practice, which, in my
opinion, proves that alcohol is a food. On March
1st, 1878, I was called to see a gentleman, a dis-
tinguished officer, who had seen much active
service, and found him in a very weak and low state.
Lwas assured by his fricnds that the only food he
had taken for nearly a year, had been one cgg per
diem, beaten up with sherry, T was sent for in
Consequence of his refusal o take the egg any
onger, or any food, with the exception of alcohol.
['persuaded him to take milk, which he did, but
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only half a pint a duy, for three weeks; afterwhich
time until the day of his death, 'n Jane, he
took nothing but alcohol in various forms,  He
was nursed throughout by« skilled nurse, in whom
[ have every confidence, DR, PHinks, - - Bridn
Medwal Journa!.

e L A ———

Trratvist ot Eaxparoi b Prostare.—It has
been foand desirable in the Dispensary practice to
adopt a method of treatment for enlarged prostate,
o'niating the use of any instrument, as the patients
are usuly unable to buy one. .\ certain amount
of reliet is obtained by the fluid eatract of buchu
or of triticum repens, when the secretion s turbid

cor acrid, but their efficacy is, of course, siight

when untwccompanied by the introduction of the
soft catheter. It was my good fortune to try the
cffect of the fluid-extract of ergotin large doses for
those cases, and was tem: ted to do so by the
success §oobtained from at in treating a case of
simple incontinence without  enlarged  prostate.
The treatment proved successful, and is now a
standard one with us in the surgical department.
The following case will illustrate the way in which
it acted :

W. ML aged twenty, laborer, came to the Dis-
pensary, May, roth, 1976, e stated that for
seme 10 or 11 years he saffered frum dnibbling of
urine.  On May 3rd Lis troubles were wuch ag-
gravated, and he came for reiief. .\ catheter was
itrodaced, relieving his blwdder. The  patient
was then it once put upon the fluid estract of ergot
in teaspoontui dose-, to be taken three times a
day.  Previousiy he bad passed water wath extreme
pan and difficulty seven or eight times a day, and
trom four to five times a night. He expenenced
greatrelief from the ergot.

Jay 250d. - He reported that his water was now
passed only five times a day, and twice at night.
The water is dlear, and there s Little pain i passing

rit. In cases where the patients can buy the soft,

clastic catheter (Nelaton’s), it 1s recommended,
with directions to use it twice or three time daily.
This treatment may be combined with the use of
ergot 5 but ergot alone has been found of grea.
advantage, the patients returning at regular in-
tervals to have ther medicines renewed.—Dr.
Satterthioate, V. Y. Med. Journal.

Tur Hor Mustarp-Batu N PNEUMONI® IN
CHILDREN.——Dr. Leonard Weber, of New York,
gives uls experience in the use of this remedy, in
the American Journal of Obstetrics, April, 1878.
He has used the mustard bath only in the severe
cases of pneumonia of children. For years the
trratment followed by him wuas that of the late
Professor Traube, namcly, the use of infusion of
digitalis and nitrate of soda, whenever the pulse
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and temperature of the patient were high, and there ! also as a powerful excitant and stimulant of the
was an ndication that sometling must be done to | central nervous system, respectively of the vaso-

bring them down.

‘This treatment proved satis-| motor center arung upon 1t by way of reflex,

factory for a long time, but he finally failed to have | through 1rritation of the nerves at the periphery,

his former success ; and 1n the asthenic cases ad-
mitted to St. I'rancis’s Hospital, New York, more
than fifty per cent. died 1n spite of all treatment ;
and twelve per cent. of the sthenic form died,
under the use ot digitalis and an evening dosc ot
Dover’s powders, He further says : —** 'he great
value of the hot mustard-bath as a means of saving
the life of a pneumonic patient, after other
remedies had failed, I learned 1n 1869. About a
year before that, I attended J. A., ten months old,
a previously healthy and robust child, atilicted
with extensive pneumonia, after having been sick
for a week with bronchitis.  On the third day after
I had seen and treated her in the usual manner,
she became rapidly cvanosed and died. In No-
vember, 1869, another female clhild of about the
same age and simlarly good constitution, in the

same family became aftected in the same way, and |

when I saw 1t I recogmzed pneumonic infi'tration
of both upper lobes. In spite of emetics, digitalis,
mustard plasters and poultices over the chest, she
became cyanotic at the end of the third day, with
stertorous breathing, cold extremeties, and faihing
heart action. It occurred to me at this stage to
immerse the patient 1n a hot mustard-bath of 105"
F., prepared by diffusing about a pound of mustard
in a baby-tubfull of hot water. I kept her in for
about ten minutes, making thorough friction all
over the surface, and unul the skin had a'sumed a
pinkish color. After being put to bed, which 1
had well warmed previously, tiie child bezan
breathing easier and soon feil asleep. The skin
remained warm, and an hour after the bath the
child was perspiring freely. With the improvement
of respiration, the pulse became stronger and less
fiequent, and the child took the breast most
readily. Encouraged by this success, I repeated
the process four hours later with the same good
result ; and after having administered five baths
in the course of forty-eight hours, and given no
medicine whatever, I had the satisfaction of seeing
my patient convalescent.”

Since then Dr. Weber has had about fifty cases,
and gives here a short account of six of the most
severe ones; all of them recovered, some of them
being complicated with whooping-cough and
measles, and in some cyanosis had occurred, the
hot mustard-baths relieving the congested lungs
and helping the over-burdened heart, after other
remedies had failed to be of service.

The modus operandi given is that the mustard
is a powerful irritant, and the hot water dilates the
bloodvessels, and thus a large amount of blood is
drawn to the periphery over the whole hody, and
the obstructed pulmonary circulation and heart’s
action are relieved. Again, the bath is regarded

!

and thus rehieves the comatose conditiorn, where
camphor and carbunate ot ammonia have failed,—
Alll("'l[(vl Pl'(l[/l’f{()/l(l‘.

ANAL Fissvrres.—-“ Our next patient has an
affcction of the rectum. He is already under the
inflaence of cther, but is not breathing freely.
When the head of an etherized patient is allowed
to fall too low, you will invariably find that trouble
begins. The tongue natur.ally gravitates backward
because the patient has no muscular control over
it.  Whenever this happens stertorous breathing
will at once be heard. It will then be necessary
sunply to raise the patient’s head. The torgue
comes forward, and respiration agein becomes
easy.  There is another condition in which an
ctherized patient Lecomes tetanic.  IHe has opi:-
thoionos, draws himself forcibly and convulsively
backward, and his movements are spasmodic.  In
suci a case the need is air, and the ether should
be withdrawn.  If he throw himeelf bLack with
great force, turn hine un his side, and the condition
will pass off.  Our patient is nauseated.  Aftr he
has vomited he will go to sleep casily.  He isa
laboring man, and says lie cannot give us more
than one week ia which to treat him. At stool he
suffers great pain.  VYesterday I hastily examined
him, but am not yet fully acquainted with his
trouble.  What I then saw I see to-day, namely,
three or four small fissures, which undoubtedly are
the entire cause of his suffering.  One of them is
healed, and another nearly s ; a third is raw and
ulcerated.  When the anus is stretched in the act
of defrecation the fissures reopen and give intense
pain, just as the cracks in the corners of the mouth
during a meal.

Introducing my finger I do not feel anything
abnormal within the rectum. It is probable that
the trouble is confined to the margin. The method
of treatment is to work the two thumbs into the
bowel, grasp the tubcrosities of the ischia with the
fingers, and then rupture the sphincter muscle, as
I have now done. The cracks have thus been
widened. I now pass an Allingliam speculum and
examine higher up. I find nothing but this
fissured condition, which is very marked, as I will
show you in a moment by thoroughly stretching
the rectum. The principal fissure is situated on
the posterior wall. I now take the knife and
lightly score the inembrane, just cutting down t¢
fissure itself, This I do in several directions. We
shall keep the bowels open for a week. Aside
from this, merely ordinary care is all that will be
necessary.—Boston Mead, and Sure. Journal.

Ex-SURGEON GENERAL Hammc.'n.—The New

York Med. Record (March 9) says that this dis-
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tngushed surgeon, to whose great ability and un-
tinng devotion the admirable conduct and manage-
ment ui the Medical Department of the United
states Army during the late civil war was principally
due, 1> about 10 receive some reparation for the in-
1quitous treatment he was subjected to by being
deprved in 1864 of the high post of Surgeon-
General, at which he had laboured so success<fully,
By the general consent of the profession in the
United States, and those of its members in Europe
who w re acquainted with the circumstances, it
wis aduntted that his displacement was  brought
about by vne of those inquitous picces of political
jobbery whuch has so often disgraced  the United
States Government ; and it s certain that the esti-
mation i which he has since been held by his pr
fessoual brethren, and the distinguished cireer
which he has pursued, could never have resulted
had the charges which were tramped up against
him liad any foundation in fact. It is a matter of
cung.atulation, then, that this is about to be pub.
iy acknowledged, and a tardy, although imperfect
repaiation accorded. A commutee of Congress
has reported that it has exaimined with searching
scrauny the evidence adduced at his trial, and pro-
nuunices 1t worthless. It thercfore recommends a
il to be framed (which has since passed), enabling
the resident to annul the sentence then pro-
noc_ed. The Bill, however, will prove a lame
picce of justice, for while decreeing that Dr. Ham-
mond shall be placed on the retired list of the
army as ** Surgeon-General,” it adds that this shall
be *without pay or allowances, past, present, or
future.”  This 1> something like our fashion of
granting a royal pardon to one who ouglht never
to have been convicted.

Meroicar Evipexce 1x Courts oF Law.—Ina
case which is exaiting a good deal of attention this
wedk, ansing out of an alleged assault upon a popu-
lar actress, Mr. Prescott Hewitt was quoted in
court as having requested that  other evidence
thae his own might be taken, as he declined to
appear as a witness in court. It 15 well known
that many other surgeons of sinvi.r position to that
occupied Ly Mr. Prescott He atr, and equaily
solicitous of preserving professional reputation in-
tact before the public, have for many years adopted
a simlar course.  We do not remember to have
seen, for instance, Sir James Paget, or Mr. Savary,
or Mr. George Pollock, make any appearance as
tedical witnesses in contested cases.  Of course
it may be said, and will be said, that, for the pur-
puses of justice, it is essential that expert evidence
shuuld be forthcomiug ; and that, if all medical
men of high reputation were to adopt a similur
course, the evidence forthcoming at_ railway and
other cases would be often of a less satisfactory
Sharacter than that which even now often proves
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such an observation is undoubted, and this is a
consideration not to be undervalued.  On the other
hand, under the present unsatisfactory conditions
of the taking of medical evidence in coures of Jaw,
it may be doubted whether, i practical protests of
this sort were pretty universal, it would not more
cffectually than any other course lead to the desired
reform by which expert evidence should be tahen
in an impartial manner fur the infurmation of the
court. Certain it is that judges and lawyers alike
concur in estimating, as a rule, very cheaply the
sort of medical evidence which is wow so frequent
in courts of law , nor do they hesitate, both offici-
ally on the bench and on pul-lic occasivns, and in
private, to express a strong regret for the sort of
contlict which freguently oceurs before them, and
their opinion that 1t does not tend to increase the
respect entertained for the acquircments and im-
partiality of the mewbers of the medical profession.
The resolution taken, therefore, by such men as
Mr, Prescott Hewitt, Mr. Polluck, and Mr. Savory,
to dechine to give expert evidence, is readily under-
derstocd, and will meet with a good deal of sy:u.-
pathy , and if the example were more generally
followed, although itmight tend in the first instance
to still greater degradaton of medical evidence in
courts of law, it might prebably, by that very fact,
ultimately lead to very salutary reform.— Brit. Med.
Fournal.

Cavstic AppricatioN 1o THE CErvIX UTERI
IN THE VOMITING OF PREGNANCY.—-Dr. ] Marion
Sims,, considering the suggestions it contains ot
great impurtance, contributes to the London Zaw-
cet, a paper written by Dr. M. O. Jones, of Chica-
go, on the experience of the latter with tle
application of caustic to the cervix uterl in tie
vomiting of pregnancy. He believes that this
vomiting is a reflex phenomenon, which fact may
account for the unsatisfactory treatment of it by
the stomach.  Within six years he has ticated suc-
cessfully five cases, his plan being to escite, by
means of caustic appications, an irntation or
superficial inflammation of the os and cervix uters,
thus concentrating the reflex nervous phenomena
at the point of irritation and thereby relieving the
stemach.

In his first patient he applied the caustic to the
os only. The benefit was very noticeable within
twenty-four hours.  Being somewlhat apprehensive
he applied it only spatingly, and in a few days ap-
plied 1t again, obLtaining sull greater relief. Ife
used it the third time, but suspects the third appli-
cation was really unnecessary. The patient re-
mained free from sicknes, or vomiting until the
end of pregnancy.  Inlis second case he applied
the caustic only twice, complete relief fullowing the
second application.  In the third und fourth cases,
one application was sufficient, although the fourth

the cause of much public scandal. The force of

was one of the most harassing «nd persistent cases
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that ever came under his care. The stom.uh;reduclion in the quantity of urine passed daily,
rejected everything tahen into it, and the pauent ;From ten pints it fell to six pwnts daily, then to
grew feeble, and became so emaciated that she was jthree, where it remained.  Lven before reaching
scarcely able tu leave her Led.  The caustic was the present i, he ordered the dose to be gra-
in this case applied very Ireely to the os and va- {dually reduced, first to one drachm, and then to
ginal cervix.  In all of his cases all the usual halt w drachm. Then 1t was stopped altogether, and
remedies had been faithiully tried betore the caus- pmint water substituted in s plice. For the past
tic was resorted to. ilwo weeks he had no ergot, and might be consid-
Dr. Sims adds notes of a case occuning in his jered permanently cured. "The amount of urie
practice, in which this ticatinent was marvelously »dady passed vaned bHetween two and  three punts,
suceesstul. His first application of the caustic i —ZBretishe Medecal Journal.
solution of twu diachms to the ounce was followed |

by great improvement. At the end of five or sin) TureenrNe 1y Waeorine-Coveu.—Dr. Al

days there was some nauscd, which was, howeser,
not distressing.  ‘T'he pencilling of the neck of the
womb with pure carbolic acid until it was complete-
ly enveloped in a whitish filin, relieved the nausca,

brecht Gerth cured a case of laryngeal catarrh by
linhalutions of il of tuarpentme. Twenty drops
iwere placed on a handkerchicf, held before the
‘mouth and nose, and abeut forty deep inspirations

and the day following she was perfecth well—- Ttaken. This was done thitce daily, and the cure
Mich, Med. News. was quite apid. In the came famly he found a
child fiuteen months old, with pertussis in the con-

POLYUREA SUcCESSEULLY TREAIED BY Ekool vubsive stage. The intant was quite exhausted and

- . i . .
OF RyE.—A case of polyuria s 1eported by Dr.vomited almost all nounshment. ‘There was at
(the same time some bronchial catarrh, with shight

Rendu (France Medicaie, Feb. 27, 1878) in which |
ergot was successfully cmployed. There was nocturnal elevations ot temperture. Its consti-
supraorbital neuralgie, vertico, with luss of cun- tion was sarofulous.  Gerth decided to expertment
sciousness, excessive thirst and hunger, with cma- here with the turpentine. e overcame the dith-
ciation and loss of strength, although the patient culty of adminwtration by getting the mother to
consumed a considerable quantity of food. The hold the moistened cloth before it during its wak-
urine contained no trace of sugar; the quantity ing hours, and to drop the oil upen its pillow while
was about ten quarts a day.  The urea eliminated asleep. "The result exceedzd all his anticipations.
by this means in the tweniy-four hours amounted Before the termmation of twenty-'our hours, the fre-
to from about 1,230 tu 1,400 grains.  Before hav- quency and seventy of the aitacks had perceptibly
ing recourse to ergot of nye, tncture of valeran dimimushed.  The strength of the child was sus-
was first tried for this patient, i the dose of ifteen tained by cognac and champagne. and he ordered
minims, and soon altervards ot halt a drachm, that tor five munutes ol everv hour the doors and
Under the influence of tins treatment, the urtie windows ot the room should be widely opened.
diminished by nearly a quart.  sSulphate of atro- | The improvement was so cvident, and so rapid,
pine, in the dose of oue midligramme (015 gram) that these nstructions met with buthittle resistance
at first, then two, daily, produced a similar im- on the part of the parents, although they were not
provement, but nv advantage was found in perse- of the mielligent class.

vering in this course, since the appeute diminished | This expenment was first tried over a year ago;
with the valerian, and the thist mcreased with last spiing and in autumn  pertussis was again
atropine.  Lrgot of rye was then tried.  The suc-  epidemic in bis neighborhood, and he had repeated
cess of this agent was remarkable.  In eight days opportunities of testing this agent.  He gave it to
tie wine full to 1.000 grum. and the urea to 15 children of all ages, and mn all stages of the fever.
gram. i the twenty-lour hours ; the emacation | The intial catarrbal, the convulsive and the ter-
was stopped, the strength returned, whilst the minal catarthal stages were all decidedly benefitted,
thirst and the excessive desire for fuud also dis- the spusmodic awacks being in many cases abort-
appeared. Dr. A\, Costa, (New Yok Zlospital ed.—Alegemeine Wiener Mediciniscie Zestung, No.
Guasetle, Feb. 15,) repurts alsu a case of diabetes 12, 18738.— Ceene.

insipidus, with the excretion of ten pints of urine

daily, without sugar or albumen, marked by agreat| CATGUT SUTURES 1IN C.ESARIAN SECTION.—
¢maciation, and states that he treated the patient Translaied by Dr. A. Kuiser, from an article in
with fluid extro -t of ergot, which treatment ll.ld'ffl’t‘/ll'i‘(‘.f de  Zuocologic ¢f Malades des  Femumes,
been followed witi. triking success, Ze., complete by Dr. E. W. Jenks, of Detroit.—In my article
cure in two cases in p.” ate practice. Dr. A, Cousta (referring  to the report of a successful case
put the patient upon an m,*ial dose of halfa drachm of Ciesarian Scction, published in the December
of the fluid extract thrice dai., the dose to be in- number of the same jourval), I maintained the
creased gradually, first to one druchm, and then to 'idca that I preferred the gut cord or the silver wire
two drachms.  There was at ence appatent great | to all other material (or uterine sutures, but in the
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absence of Loth I would employ silk or even linen ! under our olservation, we have scarcely cver
thread rather than use none at all ; and subse-, known of one which did not exhibit on the part of
quently 1 made allusion to substinces equally | the prosecution, a baseness of motive, and an ab-
harmiless as the gut cord, the siiver wire, ctc,, sence of honor thoroughly disgraceful to the human
thus giving preeminence to the gut cord. Since  character. Nine times in ten the plaintiff is a
the article was written I have changed my orinion | patuper who has received the gratuitous service of
with regard to employing the gut cordas a ligature | the man whom he prosecutes ; or worse than a
in the peritoneal cavity. ‘Uneorcticaily it 1s the | pauper, a sordid villun, who resorts to the expe-
hest material on account of its unhurtful character | dient to evade paymeny, or as a business specula
and prempt absorption, but practically it will con- tion.  There is always a ring, which is completed
tinge to be an indifferent suture until some otie has | by one «r more jackals of the law, who are prompt
discovered a method of Keeping it well secured, | to instigate litigation for the purpose of plunder,
for the warmth and huaidity of the peritonend ca- | and oue or mure medical withesses of the sneak-
vity relines and opens the common swrgeon’s | ing and wmalicious type.  Zhe Lacific Medical and
krot. I have emploved it in a case of ovaiotomy | Swrgrcal Fournal.
to tie the vessels, and the post mortem examina-
tion has but too well proven the truth of miv last!  Npw Usks oF BLLLADUNNA.—We cannot too
assertion. I have likewise used it during the past | frequently direct the attention of the profession to
g fewmonths on <everal occasions in plastic opera- , the imvaluable action of atropine, or belladonna in

tions in the vicinity of the vagina, aud in cach | hjuli sweats, so prevalent and prostrating a symp-
case, expecting that it would keep the parts in ap- qom in case of debility and in consumption, ~ We
position, the result was nevertheless acomplete | have used itin the form of powders ot atropia
fuilore. - Now, since the only object of uterme su-i#1 ar with sugar or 3 to 3 gr. solid extract, in pill
tures in Ceesarian section is to maintin the incised ! {orm or 10 to 20 minims of the tincture answers
partition walls in contact, to prevent hguids from ¢ equally well. We luve found the following formula

entering into the uterine and peritoneal cavities, Falnost a specific in phthisical cases with trouble-
such material only should be employed in cases of | some coughing :

this kind, as can be invariably reled upon.

AT

I sec by an article, written in an English journal B Atropia sulph. grs. i
by a writer whose name 1 cannot now recall, that Morph. sulph. grs. viij
he cliims to have invented a way of making a knot Acid sulph. aromat 31 .
with gut cord, which would netther slip nor untie Aquxe menth pip ad 3i M.—Dose—s

Ihave not tried his 1acthod, nor am I disposed, on drops ‘},“"C‘-‘ daily, and at de“m_‘f- The morphine
account of my previous experience, to make my | «nd acid may be omitted, and in sore throat giv-
first application with it to the abdomen, It would | Ing rise to coughing, nitric acid may be substituted
apprar that up to the present time we ar: pos- | for the sulphuric with advantage in five drop doses.
sessed of nothing superior for uterine suteres to|  The tincture is being used with advantage ex-
silver wire and silk thread, and of those two the | ternally in night sweating.  Mr. Nairue writes in
former is probably the best. the Bri ish Medical Fournal of Tebruary 2, that

As to the litde confidence we can have in gut for sume little time past he has employed the com-
cord fer uterine sutures, I would refer you to they mon pharmacopweial tincture of belludunna for
transactions of the London Obstetrical Society, | sponging the budy in cases of phthisical and ex-
vol. xvii, where a case of (Cresnimn section s re- | cessive sweating, and invariably with marked
corded by Dr. Oswald ; the operation was mad= by | benefitt. So far as his experience goes, he has
Dr. Routh, who closed the wounds of the uterus | found it much better than any thing else ; if applied
with sutures of the best gut cord, firmly tying the | before a sweating comes on, it prevents it; if
same.  The patient lived three day s after the operas | during the sweating, it almost immediately con-
tion. “"he post mortem examination revealed that | trols it.  Two teaspoonfuls of the tincture mwixed
the knot was relaxed and vpened, so that a quantity | with an equal quantity of whiskey are quite suffi-
of liquid escaped into the abdominal cavity, puison- | cient (applied with the hand), to cover the whole
Ing the patient. body and produce the desired effect.

The opinion of Dr. Routh coincides with that of
the majority of his colleagues, that had he used su-
tures of metal or silk, instead of the gut he could
have saved the life of the patient.  Dr. Meadows
adds, that it was the second case in which death

AT

b

Lacrorer1iNe, — Pepsin is unquestionably a
valuable remedy in some cases of indigestion, but
does not seem to meet all the requirements of
muny dyspeptic cases.  Lactopeptine is presented to
could be attributed to the use of gut cord sutures | (he “profession as meeting all the indications in
on the wterus.— Mich. Aled. News, June 1878, cases of mal-nutrition and non-assimilation, com-

THE Aximus oF Stirs 10R MATPRACTICE — | posed according to the formula, of Pryalin, Pepsin,
Cf1he many suits for malpractice that have cume | Pancreatine, Hydrochloric and Lactic Acids. It is
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claimed to be a combination of all the digestive
agents. If we can prescribe chemically for disorders
of the digestive function, such a cumbination |
would appear worthy of trial, and experience has
demonstrated its value in many cases. Dr. Merritt
remarhs : ** The more my experience in its varied
appheability extends, the more its beneficial effects
appear.”  Bufaw Medial and Suigial Fournal,
Dec. 1877.

EarLy Puperty.—Dr. H. Yates, of Kingston,
Canada, reports the fullowing extraordinary case of
eariy puberty in the London Lancet : * The child, a
female, is two years and three months old. I was
consulted by the mother, who supposed it had
some mammary disease, there being a symmetrical
enlargement of both glands.  Struck by their ap-
pearance, I had the child strinped, and found what
appeared to be a fully-developed woman ! Abun-
dance of hair on the pubes and in the axille. The
genital organs, as well as the mammeae above men-
tioned, seemed to be fully developed. For the
last three months the child had menstruated regu-
larly three days every four weeks.  She was flushed,
and complained of headache and pain in the back
and thighs while menstruating.  She weighed forty-
eight pounds.”

Hear oF THE BraN.—The Lancet tells us that
M. Broca has recently laid before the IFrench
Medical Association some curious facts concerning
the temperature of different parts of the skull. By
numerous experiments he has found that while at
rest the temperature of the surface of the head is
.2° Fahr. higher on the left side than on the right.
When the brain is active, equilibrium is established.
When continuous but moderate mental effort has
been maintained for ten minutes the temperature is
raised about 1° Fahr. The temperature of the
frontal, temporal and occipital regions of the skull
are also different, that of the frontal region being
more than 4+ Fahr. higher than that ot the occipnal, |
— Chemist and Drusgist.

GaLvaxic aND Faranic CURRENTs IN NEUR-
ALGIA.—As a guide to the proper current indicated
in the various forms of neuralgia, Dr. Rockweli
says . I find the entccts of pressure are exceed-
ingly useful. I would not lay it down as a law,
but it will be found in the great majority of cases
of neuralgia where irm pressure over the affected
nerves aggravates the pain, the galvanic current is
indicated, while the Faracic current has the
greater power to rcliese, when such pressure does
not cause an increase of pain.—Aled. & Surg.

Brief.

ReLATIVE DANGERS OF VERSION AND FORCEPs.
—A Belgian writer, Dr. Kuborn, has examined the
recent statistics of the Russian hospitals, to deter-

mine the relative dangers to the infant of deliveries
Ly veision and by the forceps. He has collected the
respectable number of 5,100 cases of labor where
one or the other method was used.  The results are
in favor of the forceps. They showed a mortality of
but five per cent., while versivn was followed Ly
the death of the infant in eight per cent. of the
ases.—.led. & Sury. Repurter, Phila.

A DecePTIVE PATIENT.—A story is told in the
Revue Médicale de ' Est of a patient who lost his
life by deceiving his doctor. The man was suffer-
ing from lead-poisoning. The physician, oddly
named Professor Forget, prescribed strychnia pills,
which produced no effect. The dose was in-
creased successively to two, three, five and six
pills, without any result. Finally the doctor
ordered the patient to take five pills in his presence.
The man did so, and died within two hours. After
his death all the pills previously prescribed were
found secieted behind his bed.

A MiLk Test.—A German paper gives a test
for watered milk, which is simplicity itsell. A
well-polished knitting needle is d pped into a deep
vessel of milk, and immediately withdrawn in an
upright position. If the sample is pure, some of
the fliid will hang to the needle ; but if water has
been added to the milk, even in small proportions,
the fluid will not adhere to the needle.

CHLORAL IN RETENTION OF THE URINE.— Tidd
noted a case in which catheterism having failed in
consequence of the patient being pregnant, and no
urine having passed for twenty-four hours, two
doses of ten grains of chloral, one half an hour
after the other, produced profound sleep and
voluntary passage of an enormous quantity of
urine.— Gasetle Med. de Rome.

SEwER Gas.—Among many disorders which
may arise from the ¢ffluvia of drains and sewers,
two have been recently mentioned in the English
journals for the first time, viz: abscess of the
cervical glands, and a tendency on the part of
ulcerated surfaces to become sluggish and to yield
to no ordinary management. Sumetimes these
ulcers take on a diphtheritvid appearance.

Ercor 1N Carpiac DISEASES—Massini re-
commends ergot in simple hypertrophy and cardiac
degeneration, when digitalis administered for some
time produced no effect.  In valvular troubles ergot
aj pears to have but Lttle effect.  He prelers the
preparation obtained by maceration.— 474, Aed.

Four.

OvarioroMy in a child of eight years was re-
cently performed with success by Spencer Wells.
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AN ANIMATED MOLECULE.

We are indebted to the talented author, Dr.

Danicl Clarke Medical Superintendent of the |

Lunatic Asylum, Toronto, for a copy of the above
interesting droc/ure of 42 pages, which we doubt not
have cost the writer much earnest thought and ex-
tended research. Were we as well versed in meta-
physics as we are led to believe Dr. Clarke is, we
should be better able to review his production in
terms befitting its merits ; but, perhaps to our shame,
we must confess, that though we have often tried
to possess ourselves of some degree of competency
in this branch of science, we have almost invariably
retreated from the enterprise, with the blushing
conviction that our mind was never designed for
this sort of work, just as Zurns, dumb-founded and
bedizened, in contemnlation of the A/oway witch
scene, was forced to collapse, in the hapless lines :

‘“ But here my Muse her wing maun cour,

5ic flights are far beyond her power.”

So we, confronted with the ego and the non-cgo,
the objectize and the subjetive, the conditwned and
the unconditioned, et hoc genus omne of writers on
this transcendent department of philosophy, have
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|« Whatever comes into consciousness, is thought

by us, cither as belonging to the mental self, eadu-
sively (subjectivo —subjectivey) ot as belonging to
the non-self exc'usively, (objectivo--objective,) or
as belonging partly to both, (subjectivo—objective.)
It is difficult however to find words to express pre-
ciscly all the complex cotrations of hnowledge.
For in cognizing & mere affection of self, we ob-
jectify it; it forms a subject object, or subjective
object, or subjectivo-subjective object : and how
shall we nante and discriminate 2 mode of mind,
representative of and relative to a mude of matter?”

Well, row, if ourreader stands enlightened by
the preceding agglomeration of subjective ob-
jects, and objective subjects, all we can say is that
he is an apt scholar, and we congratulate him ox
his facility of comprehension ; but at the same time
i we are very much inclined to regard the metaphy-
sical ege and its negative as very nearly “all in my
eye”

Dr. Clarke tells us, *it," (the ego) “is a sub-
stance more subtle than the etherwhich pervades all
nature.”  Who, after reading Hamilton’s above
cited explanation, wili for a moment doubt the
subtlety of the artful dodger? It must be “the
highest development of that entity called magnet-
ism,” for it certainly magnetises, and mesmerizes
likewise, all who approach it. Why !it must be
one of the staff of that master spirit, which has
been styled “ the prince of the power of the air,”
and everybody knows what an uncanny metaphy-
sician he is. Let no one wonder then, that we
take our leave rather precipitately of this part of Dr.
C's essay, yet we must be pardoned for this ex-
pression of our doubt, as to the cfficiency of Dr.
C's vindication of the non-materiality of mind : for
ultimately to assume, that this entity is but a
super-refinement of magnetism, comes, in our in-

ever been constrained to own oursclvesutterly impo- | terpretation of language, so very near to material-
tent. Even since we read Dr. Clarke's pamphlet, | ism, that we fail to realise the difference, though
we made some effort to qualify oursclves for the | we are perfectly sure that any such conclusion
duty of understanding a portion of his ingenious | must be utterly antagonistic to Dr. C's convictions.
argument, by searching for a clear exposition of | We could very much have wished that Dr. C.
the radical terms #ke ego, and ke non ego, and we | had seen his way clearly through his subject, so as
thought we could not seck for what we needed in to have avoided the metaphysical obscurations
a2 better author than the renowned Sir Wiliiam | which intrude between our dull optics, and a dis-
Hamilton, the Samson of “ Common Sense.” | tinct understanding of his ingenious arguments ;

Here was what we found in the wondrous treatise
of tis philosopher, in elucidation of the se/f and
not self, alias ego and non ego.

i for we confess that we have an almost never fail-
! ing admiration of everything that comes from his
gifted pen : and what is still more and better, we
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have the very highest respect for the honesty :mdl mcrcl) an off-shoot from the bnm and spinal cord,
purity of purpose which actuates him in all under- I exhibiting certain peculiarities of arrangement,
takings, and upon all oecasions.  We do not hesi- . 2nd. Do its fibres exhibit the same powers as those
tate, thercfore, to recoinmend to all our readers, | of cerebro-spinal nerves, that is are they sensitive
but especially to such as are gifted with higher and mctor?”  That the organs chiefly supplied
metaphysical competency than we dare pretend to, | with the spmpathetic nerves are eutirely independ.
the carcful perusal of the animated nwlecile.  None  dent of the cerebro-spinal system, and will
can fuil to be surprised at the amount of powerful | maintain their actions for a time cven after removal
writing, with which a talented author can envelope | from the body, there is no lack of evidence.  The
50 minikin a thing.  How many volumcs, in like | peristaltic motions of the intestines, the contrac.
propuriion, should be devoted to a whale, or a, tions and dilatations of the heart of some animals
megatherion ? - After all, what stronger proof out- . tortoise especially -will continue for a long
side of Divine revelation, can we have of the ea- ' time after their removal from the body, or after all
istence of our suul, than our own simple conviction? the nerves passing to them have been divided. To

"the second question we reply that numerous ex-

e T , periments of irritating the ganglia of the sympa
THE GREAT SYMPATHETIC. thetic, to sce whether it produces pain, have had

, unsatisfactory results. Nor would any results be

We have just risen from a perusal of an interest- * conclusive, because the ganghon like parts of the
ing monograph by Dr. Bucke, Superintendent of ' brain might be insensible to injury, though fully
the Asylum for Insane, London, Ont, on “The ' capable of perceiving the impressions transmitted
Moral Nature and the great Sympathetic.” , to them through their nerves. The pain of the
The office of the numerous ganglia, placed in :discascs of internal organs is amply suflicient to
the course of the sympathetic nerves is perhaps ' prove their sensibility, though it does not determine
the most obscure point in the whole range ot : whether the impression of pain is conveyed through
physiology. Som: have regarded them as so many filaments of the sympathetic system or through
brains, by which impressions are received through - those few of the cerebro-spinal system which are
the branches, of which each ganglion is the centre, | mingled with the former in the common sheath.
and from which, excitements to motion are sent Dr. Bucke in his first paper on the sympathetic,
out; others have b:lieved thut they exercise | read before the Association of Medical Superinten-
a power of isolating the organs they supply from fdents of American Institutions for the Insane, held
the influence ¢ f the mind, or of obstructing the 'at St. Louis Mo. in May 1877, puts five questions,
constant passige of impressions to and from the ! 1st. Is ita motor nervous system, if so ;in what sense?
brain.  Many other functions have been supposed | znd. Is it endowed with sensation? 3rd. Does it
to be performed by them. Dr. Bucke considers . control the functions of the secreting glands, as the
them to be the especial channels of the emotions. | gastric, mammary, intestinal, salivary, lachrymal,
The sympathetic nerve or systvm of nerves, has,liver, kidneys and pancreas? 4th. Does it in-
rceived its name from the idea that itis of ultimate | | fluence the general nutrition of the body, and it so,
importance in the phenomena of what is called in what manner? sth. Is it the nervous centre of
sympathy, in which one part of the body is affected the moral nature, that is of the emotions? To the
in consequence of some peculiar condition of, first he adduces evidence in support of the great
another. A great number, however, of the pheno- | sympathetic being a nerve of motion to unstriped
mena, formerly regarded as the effects of sympathy | muscular fibres, the exception, being the circular
are now clearly expliined by reflex action of the | fibres of the iris, supplied by the third cranial
cerebro-spinal axis ; many others depend on some ,nerve To the second question, whether it is
generally operanng influence as a peculiar con-' . sensory, he answers in the negative. To the third
dition of the blood, &c., &c. Dr. Todd in his he argues from instances quoted, that the great
physiology remarks, “'Iwo questions are to be sympathetic can, and does, exercise a controlling
solved. 1st Is the sympathetic a distinct and in-, influence over the secretion of glands which re-
dependent portion of the nervous system or is it ; ceive no other nerves, such as the kidneys. That,
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asit 1s at least equally distributed to other glands THE FEVER SCOURGE.

which receive cerebro-spinal nerves, and no other

function appears for 1t to perform, it lnﬂucnccs‘ A correspondent sends us the following .—1It is
the secreting functions also. That the testes are a mistake to suppose that the present fever
supphed  with cerebro-spinal nerves, whilst the | scourge raging in the South is the most severe that
homologous organs in the female are not.  That | hias ever been known to our ncighbors. In furmer
cerebrospinal  nerves, when sent to glands years it was much more severe than itis at present.
have another ubvious function to perform, besides | Take new Orleans alone, and up to the present
that of controlling the secretions of thuse glands,  we find that there have been a little more than
and that it 15 consequently unnecessary to suppose . three thousand five hundred deaths, and the maxi-
that they do this bikewise.  4th. In support of the ;mum deaths, we find, has been 103, Butif we go
belief that the sympathetic does influence the - back to 1853, we find that there was as many as
general nutrition of the body, Dr. Bucke thus 250 deaths in a single day. During the month of
argues :  The nutrition of paralyzed limbs though - \ugust in that ycar there were, on an average, 180
not up to par on account of want of excrcise, is , deaths daily, and this too when the pupulation was
stilt pretty well kept up; while if those limbs ,only 80,000, much less than it is at present.  Out
could be deprived of sympathetic nervous in- , of this 80,000 it is reported that 20,000 died during
fluence, instead of cerebro-spinal influence, we  the season, a mortality which is far in excess of
have reason to believe that their nutrition would | that of the present time.  The sanitiry regulations
fil absolutely, and that they would die. Alljof New Orleans are still very defective. The
arteries are accompanied by sympathetic nerves, ,ground is low and swampy, and we must attribute
besides which, there are without any doubt, asthe existence (f the discase in 1833 to the thea
pointed out by Davey, in his work on the great ; bad drainage.  But worse than this took place at
sympathetic, hundreds of minute sympathetic , Barbadoes in the year 1647. Thisis the carliest
ganglia scattered among the tissues and organs of | notice we have of yellow fever, and we find it in
the body, which send filaments to parts in the ' Legon’s Iistory of Barbadoes.” IHetells us that
neighborhood of each of them, so that the dis- in that year, before the expiration of a month, “the
tnbution of the great sympathetic nerve, is pro-| living were scarcely able to bury the dead,” Again,
bably, absulutely universal, while the distribution . 't 1793, the ycllow fever destroyed no less than
of the cercbro-spinal system is far from being 0. | 6,000 men of the garrison of Port Royal in the
sth. That the sympathetic is the nervous centre of | course of a few months. In 1So4 the yellow fever
the moral nature, that is of the emotions. For,Wwas brought to the South of Spain, and visited
our readers to be enabled to grasp fully Dr. l Cadiz, Malaga, and Carthagena. In the same
Bucke’s reasons for the opinion, that the moral an- | year it destroyed more than one-half of the popula-
intellectual nature are essentially distinct from one | tion of Gibraltar, for out of a population of 14,000
another, we must refer them to his two papers on ( souls, only twenty-eight escaped attack. In 1793
the subject ; the first in the October number 1877 I—there were 3,500 people died of yellow fever in
of the American Journal of Insanity ; the second | New York, when it had only a population of
read before the Association in May, 1878, and | 59,000, and in 1822, about 200 people died of the
published by Ellis, Roberts & Co., Utica, N. Y, |same disease in the same city.

They may not agree in every view of the author, It is consolatory to know that the present
but they will certainly read the papers with |SCOUTge is nearly at an end.

Pleasure, and consider them to be possessed of
great mezit.  Our space is too limited to permit a 7
deQuisition upon dogmas, that might by sime be STRYCHNIA AND ITS ANTIDOTE.
viewed as arbitrary, and as a new departure from | A correspondent in an exchange says: Wanting
Previously recognized views of the indivisibility of | to banish some mice from a pantry I placed on
the moral and intellectual natures as centered in | the floor at night a slice of bread spread over with
the cerebro-spinal system. butter, with which I had mixed a three-penny
packet of * Battles Vermin Killer,” which contains
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about a gramn of strychnia along with flour andlauthor, and bearing a motto on the outside.  The [
Pruscian blue. The following morning I was same motto to be inscribed on the Essay. "
roused by a servant telling me that a favorite Skye!oy Essay may be the joint production of two o §3
terrier was lying dead. I found that the mice had| oo (s) The Essay if not published by f
dragged the slice of bread uuderneath'the locked the author within a_year, to become the prop erty A
door, and that the doghad thus got at it and caten| je 1. College. (6) The Prize not to be awarded
part equal to about one-sixth ofa grain of strychnia ;| .o Essay of sufficient merit be presented, |

i k‘)f on its side perfectly rigid; an ?CC“S‘?"“] The questions which are thought by the College F#
tetanic spasm showed that life was not quite extinct. specially tn require investigation are: (a) The by

Having notes of th(‘: experiments made by direc-) 50 and history of outbreaks of Rabies, partica. |
tion of the British Medical Association last year|j,y i the United Kingdom and its dependencier, §

on the antagonism of medicines, and wherein il,(/}) The best mode of prevention of Rabies. (4 B
was conclusively pro.ved that a fatal dose (}f s;rly Ch.l "T'he characteristics of Rabies during life, the anato- §
nia could be ncutmhzeq l?y a fatal dose of c ;orl.l [ mical,andchemicalchanges whichareassociatedwith k&
hydrate, and tha't the minimum fatal ‘d“m of the | the disease in its successive stages, particularlyin its 3
!at.ter for a rabbit was t\’venty-onc grains, I at oncg} commencement. (&) The origin of Hydrophobia B
injected unficr the.dogs skin for.ty~ﬁve grams Ol iy man. () The chemical and anatomical morbig |
the chloral in solution, my dog being about twice changes observed in the subjects of the discase, §
the w.elght of arabbit. In a quarter of an hour, | special reference to those having their seat in &
fancying th? dog was dead, s the spasms har..l the organs of the nervous system, and in the sali £
ceased and it lay apparently lifeless, 1 moved 1t vary glands. () The symptoms of the diseast B
with my foot, when it at once struzgled to its feet, particularlyof its earlyslages a<illustrated inwell ob- }%

5 r stageered its usual corner by . o .
a}:ld shTrtly;.aﬂc. s °‘°k edto t.s“\ ? d Cf Y |served cases in its commencement. (g) The diag: k3
the parlor fire ; i < some milk, and except for . . . . v

! €; It took some ! €l | nosis of the discase in doubtful cases, from con 2

ing quie sual nothing the worse | . . . .
being quicter than wsual, seemed nothing the Worse) giione more or less resembling it. (%) Theal B

it had passed through. That the .
for the ordeal i ,d passed throug nat leged prolonged latency of the malady. (s) The
fatal effects of a poisonous dose of strychnia were . . 4

efficacy of the various remedies and modes of pre- §
thus counteracted so successfully by what I should ine the dise: ‘hich have be i E
. dose of chlorl. eiven hybo venting the disease, which have been proposed,
ay was e - . B
;W va S poisonous S 'S o y Il and what plan of treatment, whether prophylactic g5
o v 2 o . . .
ermlhca Y l; ailll dmC;;eresm’;; lact \m]ymo “f: or curative, it would be most desirable to recont
experiments I alluded to. ithout such experi-| o4 for future wrial.
ments on the lower animals, a medical man might
often be found standing by, helpless to aid his - - -
fellow-man under similar effects of poison.

MANITOBA AS A HEALTH RESORT.

The climate of Manitoba—the new Province of
PRIZE TOR ESSAY ON HYDROPHOBIA., |©of the Dominion—seems in its dryness and generd
salubrity especially adapted to the necessity of
A prize of one hundred pounds sterling has been ! persons troubled with bronchial affections and
offered for the best essay on * Hydrophobia, its!incipient phthisis. The water of the red river is
Nature, Prevention and Treatment,” by V. F. Ben- strongly alkaline, so that persons new to that [
nett Stanford, Esq. M. P.,to be awarded by the Royal | district are somewhat troubled to make use of it §
College of Physicians, London,England. The prize | Several cases of debilitated health from incipient
is open to any one who chooses to compete for it.{lung and heart affections, have been completelf g3
The conditions are as follows: (1) The Essay|restored to health by a sojourn of two or mot :
must be in English, or accompanied by an English | years in Manitoba, and the North-west, and while 3
translation. (2) The Fssay must be delivered to, we are unable from lack of sufficient data, 0 [
the College on or before January 1st, 1880. (3), particularise or discuss the pros and cons in detal
Each Essay to be accompanied by a sealed en-,yet, nevertheless, sufficient information has comé
velope, containing the name and address of the to our knowledge to confirm us in the upiniot f
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that the clunate of Manitoba and the North \\cat,‘].’tliun cxamination can apply fur information to

offers signal advantages to theinvalid, and especialiy | Dr. Howe, Montraal High School, Rev. Mr, Ver

to sufferers from incipient constitutional affections | reau, Montreal Jacques Cartier Normal School

of any kind. Rev. Dr. Laflumme, Quebec Seminary, and Prof.
We trust ere long to have valuable communica-, M. Miller, Quebec High School.

tions upon this matter from resident physicians in ! M W - i o |
istri 1 H H NERAL LRS — > SC ra

\he district, of long experience, which we will layi b I ”‘c’l" ATl R( he l’"fl cribing o ﬂ(lllmr
‘ s waters forms, at th ay, :
pefore our readers. baths and waters forms, at the present day, a

| brominent feature in medical practice, but from
g the number of springs with which the land is
I blessed, it 1s sometimes perplexing to make a
of the above named college took place at Quebec, ! proper selection. The Caledonia Springs, how-
on the 25th Sept. The following were present :, ever, sntu.\ted.bctwecn Montreal and'Oltnwa,.r}car
D. J. P. Rottot, President ; C. E. Lemicux and R. the Ottawa R.lvcr, Lave taken a prommc.nt position,
p. Howard, Vice-Presidents ; A. G. Belleau and,‘md from their long use, their properties have be-
A Dagenais, Sec’s; L. La Rue, Registrar; J. A. | SO™€ t.horough]y kno“'nj and flpprf'cmtcd by the
Sewell, 5. A. De St. George, W. Marsden, M. J. . profession at large. ‘The white Sulphur water,

Ahern,

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, QU
pec.— The semi-annual meeting of the Governors

P. Wells, F. W. Campbell, E. H. Trudel, here, while of a §1|])erior ch: acter, i.s grcatly aided
A H. David, E. P. Lachapelle, A. T. Michaud, J.! by lh.c other .s.alme waters !)e51de it m“k'f@ the
Marmette, L. Tetu, C. Gingras, L. J. I%. *ousseay, | CUrative qualities cover a wide range of diseases.
P. A. A. Collet, J. B. Gibson, J. Prevost, A. ' 'l‘h(? com.plcte recovery of many \:lsnor's to these
Springs is really wonderful, especially in cases of
rheumatism, dyspepsia, blood and skin affections,

Rivard, L. D. Lafontaine, E. Laberge. Hon. A.|
H. Paquette, F. X. Perrault, . I&. Mignault, N. . . X
H. Ladouceur, Hon. J. J. Ross, M. G. E. Badeaux, and diseases of the liver, kidneys, bladder, &c.
F. D. Gilbert and F. Paré. Drs. W. E. Scott, of The Grand Hotel offers the best accommodation,
but every class of visitors is well provided for.

McGill College was appointed a Governor in place |, )
I'he season is from June to October.

of Dr. Fenwick, resigned ; E. Ives, of Coaticook,
in place of Dr. Werthington, resigned ; and H. St.

G O ! , l A Woopen ManN.—A lay figure, the counter-
ermain, of St. Hyacinthe, in place of a m‘-’f“b“' feit presentment of a man, which is being exhibited
deceased. Dr. E. P. Lachapelle was appointed

T | in Brussels, is described by a London correspond-
reasurer. ent as by far the most remarkable invention of the
Th.e following graduates received the license 10| kind which the world has yet produced. It is by

practice on_ presentation of ‘l‘ei}' degrees:  A.\ 5 Frenchman named Fabre, who has spent twenty

Noel, M.L., E. Morin, M.L., A, \'mce]e‘ttc., ML, years in getting 1t up. The figure has organs of

J.E.Bolduc, M.L., A. hll‘ethot. M.D., H. S’rO‘f:M'D‘ speech corresponding to the human, and in the rear

‘:[ Tw“;terz)' I\’I\IIDB’ ﬁ‘ ! ’a“"ri‘}“}: I‘I'PI"’PI‘I'D{;"d‘fI'- & set of keys to be played upon for producing a very

i\I.I_:’ th - M. be em‘al:e', Hon b Do Deancy +good imitation of human articulation. Whether
-L.of Laval University ;and J. McKinley, M.D.y} (jied o piano-man, or a man-piano, we are not in-

CM, and C. N. Stevenson, M.D., C.M., of Mc (grmed.  The writer adds : * This talking Psycho

Gill University. Messrs. C. M. Draper and L. H.

Annable passed a most successful examination and

obtained the license.

The following examiners were appointed for next
meeting :—Anatomy, Dr. C. E. Lemieux ; Surgery,
FW. Campbell; Med. Jurisprudence, F. Paré; Phy-
sidlogy, E. P. Lachapelle ; Medicine, ¥. D. Gilbert;, A New BaTiekyv.--The Boston Journal of
Matria Medica, L. J. E. Rousseau ; Midzwofery, , Chemistry says thatan Italian professor hus devised
L. H. Trudel ; Botany, M. G. E. badeaux ; Hyyiene | a new battery, Lased on a fact forgotten hitherto,
amd Chemistry, M. J. Ahern. though known to science—that of the dissolving of

Candidates for the next preliminary or matricu- ! zinc in a solution of sulphurous acid, without the

can, in fact, carry on a conversation; and the
: movements of its mouth are so like nature that the
machine is to be used for teaching the deaf and
dumb how to carry on a system of speech by
imitating the lip movements of the talking figure.
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. !
least development of hydrogen.  His battery, made ;| Dr. Demaragny, Government Inspector of Py, |
on this principle, is sad to act excellently, and to . sons and Asylums, Quebec, has been engaged o §
The 1nventor calls | a minute Inspection of the Beauport Asylum,

give a very strong current,
attention to a curious phenomenon observed in the
course of his experiments.  When the zinc plate is
immersed, cither in a solution of sulphurous acid

or in one of bisulphite of potash and soda, lhc;

liquid is observed to lose color atfirst, then become
for a few seconds of the same cowour as a solution

of bichromate of potash; this coloration com-

mences at the zine, and s diffused in the mass, as
il absolutely independent.
known to give such « colour.

Corrte110¥.—In our report of the proceedings
of the Canada Medical Association, is 1s stated
that a “motion was passed that in future, all
papers be read before the discussion takes place,
Dr. Canniff; objecting.” The facts are,— Dr.
Bucke suggested that it would be desirable to have
all the papers on the programme read before dis-
cussion on any took place. Dr. Canniff, disagreed,
and the matier dropped.

The death of Dr. W. L. Atlee, of Philadelphia,
from cancer of the stomach is announced in our
exchange Journals. He was 71 yearsof age. He
was a great advocate of ovariotomy, and has left
behind him a work on that subject which embadies
his own experience in upwards of three hundred
cases.

Jour~avisTic.—The Cincinnati Lancet and Ob-
server and the Cincinnat! Clinic have been con-
solidated under the name of the Cincinati Lance!
and Clinic. It is issued weekly and is one of the
best journals published in the United States.

The Ohio Medical and Swrgical Reporter has
been discontinued.

Sir Robert Peel, speaking of Lord Eldon, said
that even his failings leaned to virtue’s side, upon
which a bystander observed that his Jordships fail-
ings resembled the leaning tower of Pisa, which, in
spite ,of its long inclination, had never yet gone
over.

PROFESSOR ScHWANN, author of the cell theory,
is teaching physiology in the Belgian University,
A festival was held lately at Liege, in honor of the
fortieth anniversary of his professorship.

No salts of zinc are;

PNPA

3

| Resovars, -Dr. Philp of Waterdown, haspe.
. moved to Hamilton. Dr. 8. E. McCully of Morpeth,
has removed to Waterdown.
" Dr. Dupuis, of Kingston, has been delivering
!the teachers in training at the Frontenac Mode
i School, a course of lectures on  Hygiene.”

CoronER.- S. E. McCully, M.D., of Waterdown,
to be an Associate Ceroner for the county of Went,
i worth.

‘ Reports of Socicties,

%

MICHIGAN STATE BUARD OF ITEALTH.

The regular quarterly meeting of this board oc k3
curred July gth, 1378, at Lansing, all the members f
being present as follows : Dr. R. O. Kedzie, Picst ‘
dent, Dr. . O. Hitcheock, Dr. H. F. Lyste, ‘ i
Hon. L. Roy Parker, Rev. D. C. Jacobes, and §j
HHenry B. Baker, Secretary. ;
The subject of a text book on hygiene for com.
mon schools was discussed.  No members of the
board had seen a book suitable for such use, and
it was thought very desirable that one be prepared.
Dr. Hitchcock then offered the following resolu- |
tions, which were adopted :
Resolved, That this board respectfully request §
the board of regents of the University of Michigan
and the Trustees of the Detroit Medical College to
establish in their respective institutions, at the car-
liest practicable moment, full chairs of public hy-
giene and fill the same with thoroughly competent
professors. ’
Reso'zed, That this board respectfully request Fa
the controlling boards of all the collegiate instit- |
tions as well as the high-schools of the state to see }
that a course of instruction in public hygiene be E&
given in each of their several institutions. B
Dr. Lyster mentioned that in the interests of
public health he had delivered a course of lectures
before the medical class at the University of Michi-
gan during the past six months. He presented 2
syllabus of each lecture delivered.
Dr. Kedzie presented some results of his investi
gations on the subject of lead poisoning by the use
of tinned ware and other vessels containing lead.
The subject of Sanitary Conventions was con
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kind of subjects to be treated, and their mode of | diseases of the bladder and urethra, and functional
treatment, 1t was voted to hold such a convention | affections of the male genital organs; the various
at Coldwater, Mich., during the coming winter, | contributors being Prof. F. A. Zenker of Etlangen,
peing invited te do so by Dr. J. H. Beech of that | Prof. H. Von Ziemssen of Munich, Prof. Mosler
city. The decretary was directed to make the of Griefswald, Prof. I'ricdreich of Heidleberg, Dr.
necessary preparations. Merkel of Nurnberg, Dr. Bauer of Munich, Prof.
Invitations were also rececived to hold Conven- | Lebert of Vevay, and Dr. Curschmann of Bethn,
tions at Pontiac and Detroit, from Rev. D. C. | The subjects treated of are diseases of the wsopha-
Jacobes ard Dr. Lyster, who on behaif of the citi- | gus, peritoncum, spleen, pancreas, bladder, supra-
zens of their respective cities, promised active | renal capsule, urethra, and male g nital organs,
efforts for the success of such meetings. Vol. XIIT is devoted exclusively to ** Diseases of
One interesting feature of these meetings is the | the Spinal cord, and Medu'la Oblongata,” by Prof.
exhibition of all sorts of santary appliances, a kind | Erb of Heidleberg.  The first one hurdred and
of sanitary fair where all interested can cxh bit or | fifty pages are devoted to an anatomical and

examine articles designed to meet the wants of the | physiological introduction to general symptomato-
logy and etidlogy. Discases of the membranes of

the cord are then taken up, afterwards those of the
spinal cord proper e. & hyperzmia, anemia, spinal
apoplexy, wounds of the cord, concussionof the cord,
spinalircitation, spinal nervous weakness. slow com-
ZEMsSEN'S CYCLOPFDIA OF THE PRACTICE OF pression of the cord, myelitis acute and chronic,
Mepicine. New York: Wm. Wood & Co. | . . .
Toronto : Willing & Williamson. rryclonpalac:a or so}'tcmng of the cord, multiple
sclerosis, charecterized by the development of

We are in receipt of three volumes of this great | numerous insulated sclerotic nodules, varying in
work. Vol. VIII on “ Diseases of the Chylopotctic | size and of a chronic, influnmatory nature, scatter-
system; Vol. X111, Diseasesof the Nervous System, j ed irregularly throughout the entire cord, and
and Vol. XVII, Disturbances of Nutrition and | usually also throughout the entire brain, a disease
Poisons. The translation from the German of | of youth and middle age; tabes dorsalis or grey
these claborate treatises, now approaching com- | degeneration of the posterior columns,—the pro-
pletion, will supply a great want mn our medical | gressive locomotor ataxy of Duchenne, spasmodic
literature. It is true that we possess a mass of | spinal paralysis, the sclerosis of the lateral columns
valuable works from English and American authors, | of Charcot, the main symptoms being paresis and
on the Theory and Practice of Medicine, replete | spasm, hemiplegia and hemi-paraplegia spinalis,

people in their efforts for public and private health.

Rooks and Lamphlets,

with careful observation and clinical instruction,
and which for the student and Lusy practitioner,
coatain all the information that ordinarily is re-
quired. In Germany, however, superior means for
carrying  on anatomical and pathological en-
quiries have long existed. These opportunities Dr,
Ziemssen and his collaborateurs have most
diligently availed themselves of, and as a result,
have presented to the medical world a Cyclopadia,
remarkable for the deep research, great variety,
and importance of the subjects treated of. The
various translators have executed their task admir-
ably, and the publishers have spared neither pains
nor expense in furnishing volumes remarkable for
eatness of binding and beauty of paper and type.

Volume VI treats of the * Diseases of the
Chylepoietic system,” with chapters relating to

S,

including traumatic injuries, inflammation, com-
pression, sclerosis, tumors and syphilis; polio-
myelitis anterior acute, or acute inflammation of
the grey anterior columns, first described by Jaonb
Von Heine, subsequently confirmed by Cornil,
Prevost, Vulpian, Lockhart Clarke, Charcot, and
others, and polio-myelitis anterier chronic, or
chrounic inflammation of the grey anterior horns,

. first pointed out by Duchenne. The latter disease

is associated with complete flaccidity of the
muscles and loss of their reflex excitability, fol-
lowed by rapidly progressive atrophy in the bulk
of the paralyzed muscles. Acute ascending par-
alysis described by Landry in 1859, is clinically
characterized by a motor paralysis generally be-
ginning in the lower extremeties, and spreading

! rapidly over the trunk to the upper extremities.
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Men are most fru]mntl) attacked. Ofthc sixteen

wases collected by Leviy unly four were in women.
Secondary  degeneration  of the spinal  cord,
discases of the brain, descending secondary de-
generation of the pysamidal tracts, the diseases of
cord itselfy and peripheral nerves, are all of them
well illustrated.
of the spinai cord, are also treated of |, e. . absence,

Dcformitics and malformations

imperfect devaopment, and  duplication of lh&,
spinal cord, anumalies in length and thid\ncs.s,
congenital eniargement of the cential canal i the
spinal curd, abnorimal accumulation of fuid within
the cavity of the dura mater, in connection wath o
greater or Tosser dt.‘b'l'l.’l,‘ of alteration of the vertebral
column, constituting what is called spina bifida,—
saltatory spasm from increased reflex irritability of
the spinal cord, intermittent spinal paralysis, toxic
spinal paralysis from poisening Ly culomic onide,
sulphide of cabon, tobacco, wamphor, crgot,
absinthe, mushroons, also the severe acute paralysis
of nervous system, evoked by opium, belladonna,
strychnia, and paraplegia dependent on idea,
first related by Russell Reynolds, and since met
with by Prof. Erb. Forty-two pages are devoted
by Prof. Erb, to the anatomical and physiclogical
introduction to diseases of the medulla vblongata.
He then treats of hyperemia and hemurrhage,
anaemia, injuries and wounds, acute bulbar myelitis,
progressive bulbar paralysis, sclerotic centres,
diffuse sclerosis, and as a finale, tumors of the
medulla oblongata.

Our readers cannot but acknowledge that the
957 pages thus given to discases of the spinal cord
is the most exhaustive dissertation on record.

FowxE's MaxvaL oF CHEMISIRY. THEORETICAL
and Practical.  Revised and corrected by Henry
Watts, B.A,, FRS. New American from the
12th English eduion. 12 mo.  Philadelphia :
H. C. Lea, Toronto . Willing & Williamson.

The rapid strides which are being made in the
department of c..emistry, render it necessary to
revise and correct the text books frequently. This
manual is still the student’s favorite. The English
editicn is intwo volames, but the American edition
is presented o a singie voliume without any abndg-
ment.  The metric system is used throughout, but
the equivalent terms in common use are still re-
tiined in brackets. We cordially recommend the
book to students.

l phitesisof the mostvaluable and su-g,c:lm.clmracter.' 4

At as ot SN Diskasks, Ly Louts A, I)uhnn
M.D, Profl of Shin Discases, Puunsylvama Hoso
pital, Part IV. Philadelphia: J. B. Llppmcou
Toronto : Willing & Williamson. ‘

R

The present number coutains beautiful plates of I8 .
Vitilige,  Alopecia Atcato, Tinea  Favosa, and
Eczema (rubrum). The teat which accompanies thc

The work sustains in ever respeed, the fuo.ab]c
opiuions eapressed  regarding the numbers lhaia

i

have been received. While we fully Ledieve dl-’llSkln
di~case are bost stunies clinically  yet the vxvld
pictures hewe given cannot fail to aid  the pncu
tioner greatly in tie diaguosis of these affections,

—

Lieen .1ppumh,d assistant l’wfnsur of (,lumlslry m
the school of Practical Scicnee, Toronto. 3
Dr. W. TL Stuart. has been appointed to theigs
chair of Practical Chemistry, in the Trinity Medical
School, ‘I'oronto §

Dr. Wm. Osler has been appointed cae of the
attending physicians  to the Montreal  Generalig
Hospital,

Dr. McPhedrain has been appoiated lecturer o
Botany and  Zoology, i the Trinity  Medical
School, Toronto. ]

MaTRICULANTS IN MEeDICINE, ToroNTO UNI
veErsITY.—T. M. Milroy ; E. R. Woods.

ScHoLarsHIP.—T. M. Milroy. i
e

:4.} rtlxﬁ gtnvmtgcs, thm.

At Bmmpton, on the gth ult,, the wife of
Heggie, M.D., of a daughter.

In Toroutu, on the 3oth Sept., the wife of W
H. Howitt, M.D., of a daughter.

On the 29th ult., A. H. Hughes, M.D., L.R. CP
Edin., M.R.C.S,, Eng., Surgeon, Bom*ny Army,
Lounsa Rousalind, yuungest d.;.u'hlcr of H. G. Bel'
nard, Esq., of Toronto. ;

At NmearI\c Oct. 23, J. W. Smith, M.Bj
Sheffield, to Miss Marion K., daughter of Sllas
Lundy, Esq., Newmarket.

At Walkeiton, Oct., 31d, J. J. Cassidy, MD.;
of Tourunto, to Appie A daughter of AL \l&.snel',
Walkerton.

In Montreal on the zgth ult, Dr. Park of
typhoid fever.
On the 7thult,, Dr. Davignon, of Lonnucull,Q“C; ;



