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1IOME MISSIONS.

Dr. McCusly, in the Phladelphiun, says
of the work of the two Princotown gritd-
uates who went among the Colleges and
Seminaries, in the falllof 1886, to invite
students to deelive themselves willing and |
desirous to bo foreign missionaries:—** 1}
have been furnished with n voport of what
they have done. Tam amnzed at their
success. I was not prepared forit. The
deepest fecling T have is that of wonder;
ag to what this work may grow. The|
number of Institutions which have been
heard from is ninety-two. i these no
fewer than one thowsand five hundred and ;
twenty-five strdeuts hare affered themselves
as willing and desirous to be fureg mis-
sionaries,  Of theso over one thousand .
two hundred are young men, and threo
hundred are young yowmen. They belong {
to various evaugelical denominations.”

Dr, McCosh asks in forcible words what |
is the corresponding duty of Christians
when God has called these workers? Dr. |
McCosh adds: {

¢¢ Clivistians cannot but notice this event |
occurring before their eyes.  They cannot
oppuse 1t lest, haply, they be fighting ;
against God. W are bound to ponder it. |
If it be a work of God it cnunot be set at !
naught, and we wmust be fellow-workers
with Him. For years I have known the
two young men who are visiting the Col-
leges. T can testify that they were able
and excellent students, and are consistent:
Christinns, Thoy are doing their work ,
modestly, with no flourish of trumpets, |
trusting only in a power from abuve. |
Judging from thuse who have doneso here,
T believe that those who hnve offered togo
to the mission field are sincere and thor-
oughly in earnest.”

ENCOURAGEMENT.

When difticulties and troubles arise and
temptations assail us, and faith almost
fails, do we rememberthe blessed promiso
that ¢* the Lord will not cast off his people”
—that hs will never forsake these who
put their trust in him? Do we bearin
mind that though he abhors sin, he still
loves the sinner, and will ever bear up the
penitent and struggling disciple in the
arms of hislove? Aud are we not both
encouraged and directed to cast ourselves
on his sympathy, and promise, and’ love,
and so find encouragement, and grace, and
strength according to our need ?

t

Nor should we be discouragod by even
our shortcomings and failures, if we are
but penitent and _endeavoring to be faith-
ful.  Foras good old Charnock says, n
truo Christinn ** may fall from the comforts
of grace, but not from the habits of grnco;
 child of God may bo cast doiwrn, but can
never be cast off'; and as Flavel has truly
srid; ** A child of God may fall very low,
but he can never full below the promises.”
And the Saviour himself declares, of those
that love and trust Him, that ¢* they shall
never perish, and none shall ever pluck
them out of his hand.”

Nuver, then, should the believer be dis-
couraged by tho discomforts and trials, ov
even the failures of the way, Keep bat
the end in view, and hold fast to the di-
vine promise, and comfort on the way and
victory in the end is suve,

Think of the gain only, count not the
lpsses;

Think of the crown only, count not the
crosses;

Thinkof the angelssurrounding thethrone;

Think of the triumph so soon to be won;

Think how His love all thy way shall at-
tend;

Safely to bring thee to lieaven in the end?

Weary not; murmur not; faint net, nor

il;
Jesus hath promised; His word shall pre-
vail! " X

HOME COURTESIES.

“YTam one of those whose lot in life
has been to go out into an unfriendly
world al an e:u?]‘y age; and of nearly twenty
families in which I made my home in the
course of about nine years, there wore
only three that could be designated as
happy families; and tho cause of trouble
was not s0 much the lack of love as the
luck of cave to manifest it.” The closing
words of this sentence give the fruitful
source of family alienation, of heartaches
ipnumerable, of sad faces and gloomy
home cireles, ** Not so much the Jack of
love as the lack of care to manifest it.”
Not more than three happy f{amilics in
twenty! and tho cause so casily remedicd!
In the “small courtesies of life” what
power resides! In o look, a word, & tone,
how much of happiness or disquietude
may be communicated! Let usall think of
it, and take the lesson home to our owm.
lives.— Ex. :

o
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THE SABBATH QUESTION.

The Christian’s motto must be *¢ warch,
wonk, and pray.” Thore is no room for
carel , , or prayerlessness,
and this applies to work at home as well
as abroad. The church islinble to devote,

nol tov much attention toworking, buttou |

livtle to 1catching. While working to ex-
tend the kingdom of Christ abroad, we
need to watch lest the kingdom of Satan
make progressat home. Oune of the points
of defence that noeds to be perhaps more
carefully watched and guarded than any
other is the Subbath. The Christiun Sab-
bath is,so faras institutivns are concerned,
and speaking after the' mauner of men,
one of the most important defences of our
Christinn religion, with which is bound up
our Christinn liberty, and it ison this
point that the world is ever sceking to
make nggressions.

Tike tho censcless dashing of the waves
on rocks, the waves of worldliness, pleas-
ure, avarice, are ever dashing against this
blessed day of holy rest, and seeking to
awash it down beneath. their foam, hoping
that the time may come when there wil
be no break to their roll but from one

week to another they will sweoep unbrokon
round the years.

Other lands have triod that plan and
have found that with that resting placo
for all that is good, they have lust all that
is good, that the attempt to build order,
morality, pence, sufety, goodness, on any
other foundation, was buildinz n house
upon the sand, and the mins desconded
and the floods came and the winds blew
and beat upon that house and it fell and
great was the fall theveof.

Let the peace und the order and the
safoty and the law, rest on » carcfully es-
tablished aud kept Subbath, and they will
be like the house builded upon arock.
Such has been the universal experience of
commuanities and nations, such is the testi-
mony of the Word of God.

Our worthy legislators in the local As.
sembly have, by a considerable majority,
refused to aid in hedging the SabUath to
prevent its desecration. Some of them
did their part faithfully and well, but they
were tuo few. Some, of whom bettor
things mi%ht have been expected, practic-
ally juined by voice and vote, in the cry
‘ Down with the Sabbath,” ** Away with
its barriers,” ** Long live Licenso.”

The merits of a cise may generally be
fairly judged by its advocates. Now it is
true that some good men have opposed the
passage of these Sabbath laws, but they
ave the exception, not the rulo.  Asarule
there will be found in their favor the
Christian, the philanthropist, the gener-
ous, the self-sacrificing, the peace loving,
tho law-abiding. On the other hand no
leas certainly will there be found opposed
to such laws, the lawless, the profane, the
peace breakers, the selfish, the bad. In
view of this it is well for good men jn
such a position to take & roview of their
company. The following- words, by one
of our ministers ring out the truth ‘in this
regard. He says:
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“*We do not impugn the motives of theso
s comforters of Sodom;” but it will per-
haps “‘edify” them to learn with whom
they aro associated in this fight. Every
infidel, evory Atheist, every agnostic,
every materialist, overy leprous senuualist, |
evory rowdy, every ganibler, every drunk-
ard, overy Sabbath-breaker, overy jail- |
bird in IIalifax, was without doubt stren- |
uously oppused to thé'Bill to ¢ Proveut the
Profunativ  of the Lord's Day." "

There has been during the discussion on

the Sabbath question, a great deal of false
rensoning;and, ** tyranny,” *‘oppression,”
and such Jike torms have been freely used.
The claim is that men should have liberty.
The proposed bill is likened to the perse-
cation of other days, when men were im-
prisoned for their faith,
By all mecans let us have liborty but not
license. WWhat is liborty but freedom and
protection under just and wise aud fair
laws, What is law but a free people pro-
tucting themselves against that which they
believe to be injurious, and the moment
this liberty is denied them then there is
tyranny.

Laws for the preservation of the Sab-
bath intersore with no man’s conscience.
He can think as he may chouvse. They
neither compel him to think w.th others,
nor to do with others. They compel him
to nv kind of thought or worship or work.
But when inthe exercise of his individual
liberty he does that which his neighbors
think is for the injury of the community,
then the liberty and safety of a free peo-
ple consists in their right to say to him
** Thou shalt not.”

Laws against obscene literature inter-
fere with the liberty of some who would
like to publish it, but they arve for the
good of the whole, Laws against murder
and theft intevfere with the liberty that
some would like to take, but the only
safety for the community is in forbidding
them. Laws against the sale of liguor
interfere with the liberty of some, but a
free people say it injures our country, weo
can't permit it.  So the laws,against the
profanation of the Lord’s day ave simply,
a free people, who have a right to protect
themselves, saying that they want their
Sabbath protected. They want the man
who would otherwise be compelled to
work, to have the day of rest which uni-
vessial testimony shows to be necessary for

the welfare of nan and beast. They want
the day that by Christian peoplo is de-
voted more especially to teaching and
learning those highest duties of man to
his {ellow wman and his God, sacredly
guarded, knowing that if it be not so
cuarded, the inevituble tendency will be o
ecrease in such teaching and learning,

and as a consequence, increase of unrest,
lawlessness, and crime. The tyranny, the
persecution, of other days consisted in the
inability of people to protect themselves
against the lnwless passions of individuals
who would compel them to think or say
or do that which their conscience forbado
them doing. The tyranny, and poersecu-
tion of the present day is, where a people
that want 2 Sabbath rest or who think it
wrong to work, are compeiled by greedy
corporations or individuals to toil on that
as on other days, or lose their positions.
The tyranuy, is where a community that
wants to worship in pence must have that
peace disturbed by the greed that drives.
railway traius, or the love of pleasure that
deluges the community with a crowd of
excursionists. The tyrauny, is wherve the
love either of gain or pleasure compels a
people to submit to the caprices of the in-
dividual.

The tyranny from which we wish deliv-
erance is the tyramy of greed and self-
fishness, which denics to a community the
right to defend itself from that which is
injurious to its highest, truest, welfare.

China's Millians for Fobruary gives the
followin g tuuching message inalotter from
Mr. Coupar. ina visit to the village in
China: ““Ina house where there were
four believers we held two meetings, and
stayed the night. There lives here a
widow of one of the sous of the family.
My companion, Mr. Tsu, asked her if she
believed the glad tidings. ¢ Yes,’ she said
in a plaintive voice, ‘I believe, and my
brothers believe; but oh! whydid younot
come a few years sooner? for then my
husbhand might have believed, but now it
is too late for him.' That cry has been
ringing in my cars ever since. ¢ Why did
you not come sooner?’ How many mil-
tions there are in this dark land for whom
it will soon be too late! and yet some at
home seem t¢ think that the statements
of missionaries as to the awful need of
workers to go to Christ's heathen in China
are extravagant,”
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STATE OF THE ACC'TS.APR.28,1867.
EASTERN SECTION.
YORRIGN NISBIONB
Receipts to April 28th, 1857,

Balance due Treas, May 1st, 1836, €
Expenditure to Aprll 25th, 157, 17

$12051.07
065 10257 2

2]
-

Bal. duc Treas., April 28th, 1587 B300.22
DATHPRING AND MISSION SCHOOLS,
Receipts to April 2sth, 1387, §3211.38

Balance due ‘dreas, May 1st, lest,  ¥1310.50
Expenditure to April 2sth, 187, B UIRY

Balance due "

HONY, 31881083,

Balance on hand May 1st, 1584,
Recelpts to April 25th, 157,
Expenditure w April 2oth. 1887,

302,80
LIGLORT

§ 0434

Balance due “
CYLLEAY PUND,

Receipts to April 28th, 1887,
Balance due May 1st, 1856,
Lxpenditure to April 2sth, 1847,

Balance due ‘"
COLLEOE BURHARY,

£9020.55
047,08
140,05 1793673

ERSUTALY

Tecelpts to April 23th, 1857, £ 650.40

Italance due May 1st, 1556 8 360,47

Expenditure to April 2sth, 1887 0L 115147

Balance due “ & «l?l.a

AUGMENTATION PUND.

Halance on hand May 1st, 1386, 740,59

Receipts to April 2sth, 1857, 056,20 $12703.0

Expenditureto  * 4120.18

Balance on hand  *¢ . 3670.51

Surplus Fund to be paid immediately 4300.00

Probable balance ;:1370.51
AGED AND INFIRM MINISTER'S PUND,

Balance on hand May 1st, 1886, ? 71302

Reveipts to April28th, 1887 1728.00  82436.62

Expenditure to  ** 1964.00

Bal. oft hand, ¢ ¥ 472,02

We sometimes speak of the grandeur of
Foreign Mission Work, and rightly we
‘honor the Foreign Missionary. But what
we give to Missions is really doing such
work. 1f aman givea day’s -wages, the
fruit of a day's work to the F. M. Fund,
he is doing a day’s Foreign Mission work
as really as if he had gone and spent o
day telling the heathen of a Saviour. If
a womau gives a week's wages. the fruit
of a week’s work to Foreign Missions, it
doing F. M. work as really as if for a
week she had gone among the heathen and
taught them of Christ.  The merchant
who gives a day's profits to missions does
his day’s F. M. work as really as does the
missionary in the field. The furmer who
gives the produce of a few hour's or day’s

Inbor to the same cause is doing his mis-
sivn work,

Two or threo reflections follow this,
Firat, The work of that dny or week, no
matter whether iu the shop, oftice, house,
r mine, js as really Foreign Missiau work
as that of Geddig, or Carey, ur Daff. Both
our giving and our toil are thus enobled
and made grand,

A second reflection suggests itself. How
much Foreign Mission work have I dune
during the year. Have I spent a day, or
a week preaching the gospel to the heath-
en, obeying the Masters command, Go
preach the gospel to every creature. How
many Christian men or women have given
a day's or woek's wages? How many
Christinn merchants the profits of a day or
week ? How many have done no F. M,
work dwing the year. Were the Master
to come and ask His followers: How much
time have you spent during the year in
extending my kingdom, in preaching the
gospel to the perishing ? How many would
have to acknowledge I did not do a mo-
ments F. M. work, did not devote an hour
during the whole year in carrying the
message of hupe and life,  Some would *
have to say that they had done an hour’s
F. M. work, their contributions to tho
F. M. collection representing their earn-
ings during that time. Some would say,
Lotd I did a day’s work, & whole day’s
Foveign Mission work dwring the vear!!!
How few would be able to answer the
Master's question as to how they had
obeyed his last command with the reply,
Lord I spent a weck, a whole week during
the yeer in going into all the world and
preaching the gospel to every creature.

What need for the cry, Awake O Zion.
Put on thy beautiful garments O Jerusa-
lem. Thy garments of self-deniul, of con-
seeration, of love to the Saviour, of love
for thy perishing fellow men.: Shake off
thy selfishness, thy self-indulgence, thine
indifference, Hear the Saviour speaking
to thee, and thee, and thee, Go teach all
nations.

A third reflection follows this idea, viz.:
that some, whose contribution may be very
small, do really more such work than do
others whose gifts may be much greater.
The small gift may represent the earnings
of a much longer tin:e, which means that
the one has done more Foreign Mission
work during the year than the other, that
in-many cases the smaller gift represunts
more of time, and love and self-denial.: -



134

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

TRINIDAD.
LETTER FROM MRS, MACRAE.

Mrs. Macrno writes as follows to the
W. F. M. Socicty, of Baddeck, C. B.:

Princes Town, Trinidad,
March 1st, 1887,

My Dgan Fuiesps,—Notwithstanding
the many calls made upon me this is niy
first attompt at writing to a *“ Society,”
and I am rather at aloss to know where
to begin. But I can tell you something
about Princes Town (our own ficld), an
the werk there is to do,

TFirst us to the town itself :—Tt is called
Princes Town on account of the visit of
the Prince of Wales' sons some years ago
before that it was simply called **The
Mission.” It has not-by any means the
appearance of a Coolie village, nor isit
ono.  Although there are Coolie houses
in nearly every street, yet there are a
number of very protty houses with the
grounds about tjwm beautifully kept

+ owned by Europeans. Princes Town has
the name of bheing on of the prettiest
places in the Island. It is immediately
-surrounded by large sugar plantations,
Near theso are Coolie villages, and they
also live on the estates in barracks. Each
estate employs from 300 to 400 Coolie
Liborers, and sone large ones more than
tant ; and when 1 tell you there ave six.or
eight estates in this district, you will have
some idea of the number of people placed
under the care of onz missionary. The
thought of having two or three thousand
souls nominally under his care is to him
sometimes an appalling one.  But there
is comfort in the thought that God does
not expect impossibilitics, and Mary was
conmended for having *‘dune what she
could.”

There are seven schuols in the district,
one we started yestexday. We hope soon
to have cight, as Mr. Macrae is very
anxious to start another cne, andis in
town to-day trying to get assistance from
the Government for that purpose.

The Princes Towa school (just oppousite
our manse) is a fine large one with a daily
average of about 70. It has been taught
for the past nine years by Miss Blackad-
der, but seon after our arrival sho was re-
moved to Tacarigua in Mr. Morton’s
district to take Miss Semple’s place.
Jacob Cursbie, a Chinese young man, is
now teaching the school. He is well edu.

-| the Sunday school,

cated and n sincere Christinn, is doing
very well in the school and alsv agsists in
The vther schools are
iu the outlying districts usually near oron
an estate. A very important branch of
tho missivnaries’ work is to visit and look
after these schools. To keep thoem all in
working order and to keep tho teachors
(who are natives and naturally lazy) up to
the mark is no light task.

They all come in on Snturday mornings,
and Mr. Macras gives thom a scripture
lesson and instructions in the different
common school branches; both of which
they very much need. But L must tell
you ahout the school we opened yesterday.
Itis on an estate called **Cedar HiN,”
about five ailes from here. Mr. Me-
Kenzie (the manager) and his wife were
very. kind and helpful. e hunted up
some children himself yesterday, morning,
and has given orders to have them sent
out of the barracks every morning.

The parents have o great many cxcuses
and some are rather ridiculous.  Ono wo-
man said: ‘*If I send my children to
school it maks 'wn come bad; they learn
English, then they will not respect their
parents.”

Rupandyial, the native teacher, said:
*“I have learned English and the Chris-
tinn religion, and I still respect my par-
ents.” Which I thought wus a very good
way of answering her. Ancther woman
said: I will not send my children for
they will have to be Christians and cat
beef!”

Notwithstanding this we had eigliteen,
which we consider a very fairstartindecd.
The teacher has just been in, and said he
had 20 this morning with a promise of
more. He is one of the best young men,
aud is soon to get o nice little wife—a girl
brought up by Miss Blackadder, who will
be.able to teach sewing in the school.
Mrv. McKenzie has offered them a nice
little house near the schoul free of rent.
So altogether we feel that the ¢ Cedar
Hill” School bids fair to be a success.

I think this is all I will say this time
about our work. When you once get
started it is-not easy to find a good stop-
ping place. We are both very well, and
spend o part of each day studying the
language. It will take some time and a
great deal of patience to acquire it.

We have found the climate very pleas-
ant so far, but this is the cool season. The

folinge, fruit, and tlowers, are beautiful,
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and grow very luxuriantly all the ycnrlon pain of forfeiture of their bequests,
round.  We are very pleased to hear that | and the reign of crape will soon be ended.
we are being remembered in your prayers, | Our kindred whom God hag taken 1o
and beg that you will continue so to ve- | Himsolf are walking in white before the
mombor us.  1will be glad to hear from | throne, They aro waving palms of vie-
you, and will write again some other time, | tory. and singing songs of thauksgiving,
Very sincerely yours, Why then should wo wear black and sing

Littig Macrag, | dirges? We can not help feelineg lonely

! uutf sad, when we mizs the familine face,

and hear no more of the voiee thet was so

WEARING MOURNING. aweet to ourears.  But the Guspel forlads

i the indulgence of sclfish sorrow. [t teach-

A correspondent in the Ierald and ¢sus to do our own lifework more zal-
Presbytery says:—Henry Ward Beccher ; ously, beeause there is one less to help us,
showed his appreciation of a great and  und the recent denth admenishes us that
growing evil by directing his family not to  wo too must die.  The best way to honor
wenr mourning when he died.  This cus- | our sninted dead is to he more saintly in
tow is heathenish  If our friends lave our spivitand ourlives,  The money need-
gone to heaven and ave happy with the ' Jessly spent in wourning apparel” would
Lord, why should we go about for months ! gustain hendveds of wissionarics, and print
clad in the habiliments of hopeless grief 7| millions of Bibles. — Sel. )
‘I'he Forum has a suggestion on this sub-
ject which I wish to commend to the con-
sideration of your readers. It says:—
T'his pnssionnte wourning, whih, instead
of being hidden in thedepthsof the heart, . Seeurity depen’s upon living cloge to
is obtruded upon the notice of cvery | Jesus. The soldier who keeps the ranks
passer-by, how shall it lLe made to har- | on the warch, and lehind the ramparts
monize with the belief that the good who  durinyg the assault, is commonly safe; the
die are infinitely happier than they were ! stragglers ave apt to be picked up by the
before? To don the sable weeds of ! enemy. To this latter class in our churches
mourning beeause some one we love has | belong the casualties and the disgaceful
been promoted from this world of painand | desertions which so often shock and shawe
temptation to an cternity of peace is, to  us.  Among this class of backsliders mre
say the least, strangely inconsisteut; ! the ready victims of the temper-- the men
while to tell all the world that, despite ! who betiay pecuniary trusts, and the weak-
our loved one's immensurable gain, we can ‘ kneed time-servers who suceumb in tiv es
only think of our own loss, is to proclaim ! of hard pressure, and the deserteis who
our se.fiskness with a frankness which is ! slip away from God's worship through
as unworthy as it is unnecessaxy. In this | broken Sabbaths, aud all the votaries of
matter of crape-wearing it would seem ! self-indulgence who keep their names on
that the older countries of the world ' church rolls, and yet are mostly found in
nmight, with advantage, sit at the feet of | the haunts of * Vanity Fair.” Drifting
Australin and Now Zealand, and learn | away from Gud, they fall into the hands
from those young colonies alesson of which ¢ of the adversary. Need a Christian ever
the forwer are much in need, In both | slip or stumble ¢ Need he ever walk in
those comitries the announcement of u ! the dark, or lose the rall of his assurance?
death, in the press, is often followed by | No; not if helives close to Christ, ga close
these significant words: *“By wish of the ; that the Shepherd’s eye is ever en him,
deceased, his relatives will not wenr  and the iight of Christ’s countenance il-
mourning.” Agnin this suggests a still lumines his path, and the Almighty nrm
more efficacious method of abolishing the ! is over within reach. Brother, if you or

THE CHRISTIAN'S SECURITY.

practice. As the world well kuows, there | £ evor lose Christ, it is not beecause He
are no injunctions so scrupwlourly olieyed ! has driven us away, or hidden Himself
as those which rich testatrrs lay upon ‘ from ug; it is hecause we have been <rawn
the recipients of their bounty. Let it, | away from Him. There is no more neces-
then, become the rule that among the ! sity that we should back-slide than there
clauses of every will shall be included one | is that we swallow strychnine.— s, T, L.
enjoining the legatees to wear no wi.pe, ! Cuyler.
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By tho timo theso lines aro read, the
Accounts of the various schomes of the
Church will have closed for the year. An
examination of the statement given in
another column shews that while some of
the Funds ave in & good position, others
have fallon short, The statement given
in our columns is thit of April 23th. The
accounts will not closs until the third uv
fourth of Muy, and there will Le some-
thing receivad during these few days, sv
thut somo of the schemes may bo oxpected
to be ina little botter position by that
time, but on the whole a pretty correet
iden of the financial position of the Enst-
crn Section of the Church may be obtained
from these figuves.

The Augmeontation Scheme in the East-
ern Scction, has, during the past yearbeon
again completely successful.  The receipts
for the year have been suflicient to pay in
full all the grants that were made, and the
schome looks forward to another year in
the comfortable position of owing no man
anything, and laving in its possession a
comfortable working balance. There is
every probability that, as was done last
year there will bu a still further reduction
of ten per cent in tho amount asked of
the church for the coming year.

The Foreign Mission Work, including
the two accounts, the first or genera! ac-
count and that of tho Dayspring and
Mission Schools, shews a balance on the
wrong side of £3000. Of this, more than
$2000 existed at the beginning of the year,
while the remainder shews that the income
of the year has fallen considerably short
of the expenditure. This has been the
case for the last four or five years, toa
limited extent but nov so much as during
the year now closing.

One ﬁoint that should be more fully in-
sisted upon regarding missions is that all
should give. No matter how trifling the
amount. Poverty does not release from
obligation to work for Christ in spreading
His name. To whom little is given of
them little is required but only from those
to whom nothing is given, is nothing re-
quired. If by no possible meais is one
able to give u cent to missions then he is
released and can confine his work in that
direction to praying that the Lord of the
Harvest would send forth more laberers

into His havvest. Tho world-renowned
gift of the poor widew will stand in time
and thronghout eternity as one of ‘the
grentest contribations ever given to the
cause of God.  Many othors like it have
since beon given but none greatm,

The Session of the Theolugical Hall
came to & formal closs by a pufvlic meet-
ing held in Fort Massey Chureh in the
evening of April 28th.  The Comuittee
of Maunagment met in the forenoon in the
College al Pine Hill. The attendance of
students during thoe past winter has been
twenty-cight, the lnreest number for many
yewrs.  Jileven young men finish their
studics this spring and most of them will
probably soon be settled in some of our
vacant congregations, The graduating
clnss are the following:

James T. Blair, Alex. Campbell, J. R.
Coftin, E. M. Dill, John Hawley, Jawmes
A. Johnson, D. McDonald, H. MacLean,
Joln Valentine, A. P. Logan, and A.
Bamilton.

Two things our Theological College
needs, some morve students and alittle
batter support.  While many of the con-
gregations do something for it, there are
some who do not. A very small collection
from each congregation, about one-third
of the amount raised last year for ang-
mentation, would be suflicient. The value
of the College to our Church in the Jabor
done by our students in the Home Mission
Field, and still more inthe number of
young man trained for the ininistry in oue
church, is very great, and it should re-
ceive our heartiest support. Of the hun-
dred and fifty-four mmisters on the roll of
our Synod more than two-thirds received
their cducation wholly or chiefly in our
own college. The welfare of our church
depends to a considerable extent upon it.

Anothor thing that it needs issome more
students. More boys from our Christian
Hoines wanted for this wowk, the best,
most talented boys at that.

Wednesday, April 27th, was a notable
day in th» history of Dalhousie College.
The corer stone of the new building was
Taid at half-past two o'clock by Sir W
Young, in the presence of a large gather-
ing of citizens ana friends of the college,
from a distance. An hour lator the clos-
ing exercises of a very successful session
were held in the Masonic Hall.
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THE KEW HEBRIDES,

In o letter just veceived from the Rev,
Dr. Stecle, Syduney, dustralia, the Agent
of our Church for the New Hebrides Mis-
sion, he says:

*“There is no indicatiun on tho part of
the French of removing from the New
Hebrides, Events scem to point to per-
manent vccupation,  There has not been
any direet interference with the mission.
aries. If the French annex the Now
Hebril ey, the likelihood is that they will
bring all instructions of missionarics under
their Bureau of Instrection, and insist un
teaching of Freneh, so many hour's a day.
There will not likely for some time be any
direct interference with the missionnries.
Rowman Catholic missionaries ave being es-
tablished on Santo and may be also on
somo other islatds. It is stated that some
wmigsionary privsts bave gong to Fate, on
the opposite side of Fila Harbor from Mr.
MeKenzio.  Our Migsion was never more
hopeful.  There is room for half-n-cozen
more missionarics. We have fifteen now
in the field.”

The above extracts while discouraging
on account of the confirmation they give
to al} that has been proeviously received
regarding the permanency of French oc-
cupation, are cheering, as regards the ex-
tent to which the work is overtaken. Our
sympathies and prayers should be called
forth on behalf of our missionaries there,
especinlly Mr. and Mrs, McKenzie, who
aftor long sowing and watching and wait-
ing, and just when suceess seemed crown-
ing their efforts. and the heathen had heen
gathering in as never before, have the
French wilitary station planted in their
islund and French Roman Catholic priests
settling beside them. Their consaiation

“and hope is that ** The Lord reigneth.”

In a letter to the Peeshyterian Witnese,
from Sydney, Australia, under date March
18th, Mr. Annand writes:

*“ Last Monday morning, tlie 14th, we
landed in this city. Our voyage through-
out was a prosperous one.  ‘The sea and
wind were modeiate.  We expect to sail

hence on - Saturday 2nd April. - Three |

missionaries are now in tho group await-
ing the rcturn of the vessel for their set-
tlement.

“Repurt says that four priests have
been taken to the islands to work among

" the natives, two scttling en Efate and

two on Santo,  During theInst three days
wo have beon shopping and muking out
ordera for goods, %\'0 have armng-
ed for a house and everything needed for
tho next six months.  Times are dull
here, and some goods have fallen in price
sinco we Jnst made purchases in this city.

* The General Assembly of New South
Wales closed its sitting Inst night. The
Presbyterian Church ﬁum is now in a
healthy condition—growing rapidly.

“The weather is hot and sultry tflis sunm-
mer. A few weeks ago wo were almost
frozen, and now we are in the other ex-
treme.  However, our health is good, and
we feel ready for the work.

4 Mr. and Mrs. Mackenzie have recov-
cred from their illuess, or at least by last
accounts wcre able to be about their work.
All well at present date.”

President McCosh, writing in the April
numboer of tLe Princeton Colloge Phila-
delphiun, givis impurtant and suggestive
facts:—Two tons of misgionaries (born in
Indin) visitcd a portion of the colleges of
our lund, during the past fall and wirter,
tolearn how mnny students were ** willing
aud desirous to be foreign missionaries.”
From 92 institutions heard from, the an-
swers came tlat over 1,625 (over 1,20
young men, and over 300 young women)
have offered themselves for this work.
Dr. McCush feels that this uprising of
younz men and women lays an equal duty
upon the churches of the land.  In clos-
g, he adds: *“Fo - myself, I feel that 1
heave a part to take. 1 am willing to join
with others in finding a way by which the
students, the various churches, and all
who love Christ, may combine and work
so as to take advan‘age of this great op-
pertunity.  Our first duty will ke toin-
quice into the stability of the work, 1f it
Le genuine, as I helieve it to be, there is
an awful vesponsibility laid apon us in
eonseyuence. Has any cuch offering of
living young men and women been pre-
sented in our age 7 in ourcountry ? inany
age or in any country since the days of
Pentecost 1

. Mr. S. Medley when expiring said: ““I
shall die; 1 shall die and go to glory. Dy-
ing is sweet wark, I am looking up to my
dear Jesus, ufy God! my portion!” Then
with a dying voice, he continued, ‘Home,
home! " till his.voice failed, :
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HOW THEY FELL. .

Fallen men and women are found in
every community.  Some are falling overy
day,—falling from purity, from virtue,
from honor, frou pusitions of trust,—fall-
ing into sin, into dishonor, into contempt,
into wrotchedrgss, into habits of dissipa-
tion,—falling ‘from heaven into hell!
Falling, and bru sing and crushing others
as they go down. Alas for those who'
fall ! Alas for those who suffer with thom .
in their ruin ! . i

How do men fall? They enter into!
temptation.  Thoy dally with sin. They !
go creeping, sliding toward to verge where
rum wits. They do not go by a single,
desperat: leap into the hell of dishonor
and perdition. Sin works like a slow
poison.  ltis often the work of months
and yows. It is like a stream that slowly
undesmines the foundation, while the
building gradually bows tuv its fall, until

+ it topples over into rain.

Most fallen men and women fell before
the community were aware of it. The
first fall is the fall of the soul’s integrity.
That takes place within, Men cannot see
it -until the outward, overt act reveals
it. The heart’s hate and the heart’s lust
prezede the act of the murderer and the
adulterer.  The comuiunity is often
startlel1 by the shameful fall of trusted
and honored men ; and the marvel is that
they could fall, cruelly crushing others
who stood trustingly arcund them. Ex-
amination reveals their rotten hearts. A
moral eancer had been eating out the fibre
of righteous principle, and under the stress
of the first severe blast of temptation they
went down like a rotten tree.

A single evil thought may be the fruit-
Ful sced of an awful liarvest of infamy and
death, No one is safe who is not «'loge-
ther vight, and trying to maintain his
integrity in the strength of God. To be
.alinost right is to be wrong, and to be
wrong is to be in peril of unmeasure?
evils.

The great lesson of the multiplying
moral disnsters of our day is, —

** KEEP THY HEART WITH ALL DILIGENCE.”

Trust in God, and do His will. ** Resist
the devil.”  Watch and pray. . Watch the
beginnings.  When theg “*letting in of
waters” has begun, the chances are against
recovery. Ta yield righteous principle in
little things,—to be disloyal to conscience
only once, may compromise your good

name a.:d blast your reputation for ever;
or it may be the beginning of a downward
career that will end in perdition.

‘Harbor no evil thoughts. Play not
with snares. Look not upen the fascina-
tions of sin.  Parley not with temptation.
Make no terms with Satan except such as
lus Conqueror made in the words, **Get
thee behin@ me

Be pusitive in_the stern integrity of a
child of God. Be an ecarnest, honest,
straightforwatd, outspoken Christian. Let
everybody see whom you serve. God is
‘“able to keep yo from falling;” trust,
therefore, in His strength, and not in your
own.—Lvanyelical Messenyer.

THE ENOWLEDGE OF CHRIST.

The knowledge of Christ isa flower that
never fades; carry it in your bosom and it
will fill your life with fragrance.

Itisalight that cheers the darkest night;
the longer it burns the brighter it grows,
and fierce winds only make it shine more
clearly, it turns a hovel into a palace,
makes a rough road smooth, is easily car-
ried, and custs nothing.

The knowledge of Christ is a purse full
of gold; it will pay your way in all the
strange places of life, and fetch you-com-
forts more choice than any found in kings’
houses; it will open gates closed to the
wige of this world, and, unlike earthly
treasures, the more you spend the more
yor have.

It is a well whose crystal streams makes
all around beautiful and pure, refreshes
the weary passer-by, never kaows, the

; drought of summer, and from hfe’s morn-
ing touts latest vve flows steadily, carrying

joy and song throughout its course. .

It is 2 sanbeam from paradise, a smile
from the frace of God, the song-book of
saints, the harp of angels, the Bible of the
New Jerusalem, the key of heaven’s treas-
ury, and the passport into the presence of
the King. It makes rainbows on storm-
clouds, fransforms tears into pearls, and
thorns into apple-trees, and causes the
desert to blossom as a rose. It makes the
heart larger than a kingdom, richer than
a bank, brighter thana palace, and hap-
pier than a grove in which a thousand
birds are singing.

Get this knowledge above all things, in-
crease it, teach it, live it, and prize it
abuve rubies, for it is your happiness,your
glory, and your life.—Sel.
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FOR YOUNG MEN!

“John B. Gough says ‘‘ Ninety-nine out
of every bundred men who are ruined
morally, and I might ahuost say physie-
ally; intellectually, and religiously, are
ruined by the use of drink. ltis the great
curse of this country. Then what shall
we do? What we want i to stir up the
people to move in this matter. We want
you to help us, yound men.- It may cost.
something, but life is a battlefield. What
a grand thing it is to be a young man with
all of life before you, to make of it what
you choose, tomould it as you will, to
make it just what you please. How many
are making their life a desert, when it
might be a garden; making it a dreary
waste, when it might be fruitful in good
works and loly influences, stumbling,
blundering, aund aimless. O the beginning!
So many go into ruin with all of life be-
fore them. Youare like a switchman on
the railway. Here comes the locomotive
and the tiain of cavs, freighted with hu-
man life, hopes and happiness, and your
hand is on the switch. You can turn that
train on the main track, you can turn it
onto the siding, you can turn it down the
bank, but when it has passed by, your
control of it has gone forever. Never
will you have such another opportunity,
and opportunities are passing you day by
day.

“Look at the effests of drunkenness
upon a man.  God maae man in His own
image. What mars thatimage and stamps
it with the counterfeit die of the dervil ?
Drink does ift. *Man by natumie walks
crect and lifts his forehead to the stais,’
and he is crowned lord of creation. What
breaks his sctptee; tears his crown from
hs brow, ana degrades him below tle
Ievel of the beasts? 1t is the drink.  No
young man expects anything of this kind
to come upon him. I donot say that it
will, but 1 want to warn any young man
who is a moderate drinker, that he stands
on dangerous ground. )

%0, it is sublime to wrestle with an
evil desire, this mastery of self by the
force ¢f a high resolve and the power of a
mighsy will: * I will; I will; by the help
of God, I will.” To him that overcometh’
the tree of life, safety from the second
death, the white stone with the new name,
the morning star, the white raiment, a
pillar in the temple, a séat on the throne
with Him in whose name he has conquered.

To Bim that overcometh., Thén buckle on

the armor, brave heart; stand firm iu the
fight. Ay, though you fall ter times, yet.
up again, battered, bruised, covered with-
sears inore glorious than were ever borne

by earth's greatest warriors, till by-and-

by, standing erect, your armor dented and

broken, you shall shout Victory! Victory!

as you hang your battered armor on the

battlements of heaven, and having fought

-the good.fight, lay- yourlaurels at the feet -
of Him through whom and by whom you

stand redeemed forever from the power-
and dominion of every evil habit.”

A HORRIBLE RELIGIOUS SECT.

A horrible réligious sect has heen estab-
lished in Russin.  The chief doctrine held
is that itis a sin to let men suffer bodily
pain, on which account sick people he-
longing tu the organization are strangled.
The existence of the sect was betrayed by
a young peasant of the government of
Saratof, whose sick wife had been kiduap-
ped from his dwelling during his absence, .
and would have been put to violent death
but for his timely interpogition.  Both the
wother and the aunt of the sick woman.
belonged to this sect, and it was they who-
had intended putting her to the * reds
death,” as this smt of killing is called.
Returning home one day the young hus-
band found that his wife had been removed
to the house of his mother in an adjacent
village. He hurried to the place and tound
his wife still alive, but Washed, wrapped
in white linen, and laid-upon abier. @he
sick woman had no idex of the purpose
far which she had been o laid out, and
the husland. being suspicious, determined
to watch the development of events. He
cunsuled his wife, and then, hiding him-
self bebind a wide stove, waited the ar-
vival of his relatives. In time he heard
some one enter the room, and turn the
lock behind him. Louvking out fromm his
hiding place he saw that it was a man
dressed in blood-red clothes, bearing a
large pillow in his hands. A minute Jater
he heard a stifled groan come from the
bier. To rush from his place and fell the
would be murderer tv the ground was the
l work of a moment, but the man in red
! seized his chance and escaped. A few

days later no fewer than forty-two mem-
!

bers of the sect were arrested by the
police.—Loreign Paper.
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THREE HUNDRED MILES ON
HORSEBACK IN CHINA..

BY REV. V. C. HART,

March 7th.—A sultry, windless evening
was followed by a copious downfall of rai.
The carly dawn presented heavy black
clouds puassing quietly yet stately above
the pine clad hills, and, anun settling
earthwatd threatening to drench still more
the Hlooded valleys.

‘Phe prospect fur full congregations was
not flattermg as the Christians live scat-
tered over a wide district.  The rain in-
creased in violence and I had given up
hope of a public service, when we were
informed that the church was well filled.
A sermon was preached to a well behaved
and manifestly appreciative audience.
Several in the audience, principally elderly
men, instead of responding with the stere-
otyped ‘*Amen,” mvariably at the close
of a passage o fitting application, gave
sanction nods which are quite as helpful
and do not attract so much attention,

It is most amusing, however, as one is
preaching to a heathen assembly to ol
serve some old alders doing the very same,
while the preacher may be shooting his
heaviest charges against heathenism, at-
tacking with great zeal the very 1dols
which the assenters have all t.or lives
worshipped and fully cspect to the full
measure of their days.

There is very little contradiction in our
most mixed and infuimil assemblies, the
speaker nus husdwn way huwever much
he may court coutroversy.

There is a tacit understanding to allow
a speaker the larg st hberty, to touch upon
any and all supjects, slaughter all creeds,
call in question the 1deas upon which their
faith has rested for thousands of years,
and they will pass all his eloquence as un-
concerned as though a mountebank were
raciting stories in a tea shop.

1t is not a simple -matter to utercst a

hinese audience.  There ave before you
say three hundred people, mostly men.
The boy of from ten to filtcen always
manages to sandwich himself somewhere
t» crun:h peanuts, chestnits, watenmelon
seeds‘or hurd pears, and ever on the alert
for tricks, especially sc when you are
drawing your finest comparisons, or telling
an effective story.

There is the old man witha thin growth
of soit hair upon chin and upper lip, the
pride of old age, which he fundly nurses

while his eyes are fixed upou you; five
chances out of ten he is deaf in ono or
both ears, and is too polite to tell you so
until after service, when a personal ques-

“tion may be put to him and he replies by

saying ** I cannot hear.”

You see before you the vain empty
headed literati who can quote the Four
Books almost verbatim.  He has managed
by bribery or surreptitiously using smug-
gled copies of the classics at examination
to obtain a degree. He has forthwith put
ona pair of goggles, and cuitivated his
tinger nails, until their five inch growth
demands silver cases on their backs for
protection.

He walks to the front seat, sits &s he
supposes Confucius,did, arranges his right
hand palin upward with finger nails neatly
tucked under his flowing sleeve. Hso
ludks wise, turns to right and left to see if
all éyes are upon him, stands up, arranges
his silk girdle, takes off-his gogules, puts
them on, strokes his thin moustache if he
has one, yawns, lovks cynical at the
preacher, gets up and shuflies away to the
street.

There are farmers, mostly honest,
shop-keepers, quick-witted and- atten-
tive, a good spimkling of burden-bear-
e v, waose lives are elevated a Ettle above
tne beasts, then there are watas, begaas
and tramps.

Out of the mmaber there may be fifty
who have in some way heard and learnt
eavugh about Chiristiamty to put them on
a par with a Sunday-schoor boy of ten
years of age. 1t will require tact and ex-
perience to manage and tind svmething to
feed such an assebly.

My cungregation vas not of su h make-
up this dabbath morning, yet there were
some of all the classes 1 have mentioned,
ecept the hterat. who seldom tiouble a
Sunday service. Here were n.en from
many miles dista:.t wao had come through
the mud to hear preaching; three years
ago tuey were tot lly ignorant of the
Gospel, now they find the text in the
Bible, folluw the preacher closely, and
confess a hope in the Sonof God,

_The Suaday-schoul in the afternoon,
although not large, was a seasun of some
mterest, and the congregation in the
evening, notwithstanding o Jelting rain,
was large.  ‘This was my tirst Sunday here
and 1 cannot express the pleasure it gave
me to worship with sv many professors of
Christianity, whe a few shuit years ago
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wore totally ignorant of that message
which they now listen to with such in-
terest. .

The Chinese are seldom or never demon-
strative unless in- imitation of some en-
thusiastic foreign leader. Jtisnot their
nature to show their true inwardness;
‘* they secrete deeply;” their most poig-
nant grief way be espressed with a laugh.
They are adepts in simulation, and it re-
quires many years close study lo compre-
hend their mental peculiarities, to touch
their mutive springs. the elastic cuils are
bound su gracefully that evern then your
shrewd guesses may prove wide of the
mark.

The Chinaman recovers a wrong mnve
with such exquisite grace and coolness that
the blackest lie appears unvarnished truth.
If the heathen Chinaman has aconscience
it is lilie the soul of Evolutionism, a de-
velopment.

March 8th.—The fitful sprinkles which
fell at daylight were dried by the rising
sun and gentle south breeze. We were
in our saddles by 9 o'clock and dashing
across the wide valley to evergreen hills,
to visit the three day schiols nearly equi-
distant from the church. Weapproach the
first school, passing under large cunphor
trees upon & hillside.  Conical straw stacks
are scattered before the hamlet, brush-
wood heaped here and there ready for the
ar-hes. The pigs are roaming aimlessly
around half dried pools; geese, ducks and
chickens are roaming at sweet pleasure in
and out of the houses, as there are nosuch
things as barns in’ China.

A curious crowd i3 gathered around us
before our horses are hitched to the near-
est vreos, and presses in unbroken phalanx
at our heels into the school house.  In
reaching this mysterious seat of learning,
we pass two or three rooms filled wich
Laskets, spales, Locs, spinning-wleels,
stools, old tables, cackling chickens buck-
ets, chain pumps, litter of all kinds scat-
tered about over mud floors. The walls
are black wish smoke, the doors unhinged
froms their wood-pin sockets.  We Low low
and treid carefully and are in the school
room. Twenty Lkoys and girls at eight or
ten tables are screeching at theit bust,
having taken long breaths upon cur an-
nouncement. The rouvin may Le 20x10
feet, doors at each end, and a loft reaching
hulf way over the room, which contains al!
the useless and worn out trumpery of a

.

geheration, besides corn, rice and other
eatables.

Crowds of men and women fill every
foot of unoccupicd space, and tiers of faces
are thrust from without through dooxsand
windows.  Recitations are prompt and
spirited, rows of bays from 5 to 12 years
of age, sway to and Iro and screams out a
couple of thousand of characters ~tuking
ncar half an hour - without scarcely a
mistake.

The power of memery in the average
Chinaman is predigious, while his under-
standing is meagre.  We found upon cate-
chising the pupils that they had learned
considerable Bible truth, at least they
could repeat Scripture. These schoul
buildings are furnished by the people while
wo find the salary of the teachers, each
teachor receiving about &4 per month.
We preached after the school exercises
were over, and found these farmers anxi-
ous to listen to all we had Lo say.

ENERGY OF TIIE WILL.

One of the longest rentembered lessons
that the great Benjamin Franklin ever re-
ceived from Lis uncle, who was also his
tutor, and which helped to make him the
man he afterward became, was the show-
ing what might be done by the untiring
energy of the will in the right direction,
strengthening the good impulses, and con-
trolling the La]. **To do a thing at all
times and seasons because our consciences
tell us that it is right. whether it suits our
inclination or not. is a matter- of stern
duty; aud duty,” he said-to the boy, *‘al-
\\-n3~s.:1exnxands more or lgs sactifice on our
it
! He told E'm also how 1o make wok
pleasant and how to be rich. how to get
mencey and how to spend it, and ai oveall
about *¢ the «till, small voice.” ‘I want
to make a man of my namesake,” he said
to his mother one day, ‘*and I kave fist
taught him that he must either work, beg,
or siarve! Then I showed him how t»
make work plensant, that the produce of
his work be the means of futwre comfext
to him; and how, by putting his heart in-
to labor, he would lighten the slavery of
work, and above all how to put his will
into every good impulse. I want to teach
Ben to get money rather than want it, or
beg for it. To get it with honor and dig-
nity, tohusband it with honor and dignity,
and what is more, to spend it with honor
and dignity.”
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THE RIGHT POSTURE TOWARD
CHRIST.

BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

There is & vast amount of precious gos-
pel to be gathered from those passages
which describe various persons as sitting
*at the feet of Jesus.”  Nearly all of them
are to-be found in the nartative of the
Evangelist Luke; they present a sories of
‘most instructive object-lessons, The core
of Christinnity then, as now, consisted in
contact with Jesus Chrict.

(1) The first figure we contemplate is
that of the sinful woman who bent weep-
ing at His feet as He sat at the table of
Pharisee Simon. _ Here is the posture of
true Penitance  Remorse ends often in
despair; but Christian penitence has a
sweet apprehension of merey in a loving
Saviour. Confession of gwlt, with a for-
saking of sin, always brings pardon. When
we take that contrite woman’s place, heart-
sick of sin, if we listen attentively, we
will hear the comforting words “* thy sins
are forgiven; thy faith hath saved thee;
go in peace.”

(2) A place at the feet of Jesus is also
the posture of sincere Humility, Self-
conceit is every one’s besettimg sin. When
it overmasters us, we are so sure that we
are right, that we are never willing to be
set right.  When it becomes stubborn self-
assertion and solf-excusing before Gad, it
is a long step towards perdition.  There is
no salvation for the man who has built his
own raft, and tries to float on it into
heaven. The difference between the
Phavisee and the Publican was that while
both were sinners, only one of them real-
ized the fact.  When that fact is realized,
and self-conceit grounds its armsat the
feet of Jesus, and sues for mercy, then the
conflict ends in the victory of grace. For
the decisive buttle for every one’s salvation
is fought out just at that very spot—the
feet of the Crucified Saviowr. When
pride, or self-will, or covetousuess, or fatal
sin of any kind, submits to Christ, the
question is settled.  Conversion takes
place right there. This humble self-sub-
mission never degrades us; he that thus
humbleth himself shall be exalted. Who-
ever would go into heaven, must go there
on his knecs, - '

(3) Beautifully are wo taught what is
the proper posture of Prayer by such ex-
amples as thal of Abraham, who fell on
his face, and then God talked with him;

and those of Jairus and the Syro-Pheni-
cian mother who fell at the feet of Christ.
Prayer is the soul’s converse with God; it
never should assume the slightest aiv of
demand or dictation. Tt is supplication—-
the more hwmble, childlike, and submis-
sive, ‘the botter. 1ts right posture is at
the feet of the Divine Giver; its richest
blessing often is in its influence upon our-
selves.  When you or I can tise up from
the feet of Josus, satisfied entirely to let
Him have His own way. then our prayer
has brought a supreme blessing. The more
fully that we can get into heart-harmony
with God, the more of Him shall we pos-
sess; and what else can compare with this?
If we delight ourselves in the Lord, He
will give us the desire of our heaits, One
prayer is sure of an answer, and that is
the trusting prayer of a trae penitent;
the Master hiwself has given the assurance
—*him that cometh untv Me I will in no
wise cast out.”

(4) The fourth scene from this book of
Luke presents the posture of Duocility.
There at the feet of her condescending
Teacher sits the loving Mary in the Beth-
any home. She has done her part in the
household preparations, and then, impa-
tient for something which €Christ can give
to hier, she hastens to take her seatas a
lowly listener and a loving learner. The
supper she hungers after is soud foud. The
very word * disciple” signities a learner;
he is the wisest Christian who is the most
teachable. The termn-time in Christ's
school is short; some of the lessons cut
deep; but when we draw up close te the
Master, He rewards us with the gracious
word ‘‘thou hast chesen the gooud part,
which shall never be taken from thee.”

(5) This brings us on to the posture of
joyful Gratitude. Look at that healed
Ieper with swooth skin and clean tongue,
who is prostrate before his deliverer, not
whispering. but shouting out his thanks.
As he lies there overwhelmed with grati-
tude, he puts to shame thousands of dis-
contented, growling Christians. One of
the most abominable sins gf which any
pardoned, converted, adopted heir of
heaven can be gailty of, is that of grum-
bling ingratitude. Brethren, we apply the
microscope to our troubles, and make them
as big as possible, and then minimize our
mercies. Having Christ, who should dare
to complain ?

Instead of whining complaints and
grumbling disquietudes, let us imitate that
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cured demoniac who was so delighted with
his deliverance from the legion of devils,
that he not only sat down happy at the
fect of his Saviour, but wanted to stay
with Him forever. His attitude is one of
self-consecration, Jesus takes him at his
ord, and sets him to preaching to all his
neighbors ¢ what great things Jesus had

.done unto him.” Here isa hiut for young
converts.  If you do not use the first
ardors of your spiritual life in personal
efforts for others, and in setting forth
Christ to them. you are likely to bea
mute or & drone in the Church as long as
you live,

We have thus presented a half-dozen
object-lessuns from Scripture as a guide
for all who are inguiring ** What must 1
do tu besaved ?”  The answers are, Goto
the fect,of Jesus in true penitence; con-
fess your sing with humility and  self-sur-
render; pray to Him with a submissive
spirit; enticat Him to give you LIFE; then
puur out your hearty thanks to Him, and
ask Him to let you serve Him as long as

- youlive. Can any better passages for an
inquiry-room be found than these which
set forth the right posture towards Christ
the only Saviour ?

The apostle John tells us that when he

. first saw his glorified Lord amid the flash-
. ing splendors of heaven, he *“fell down at
His feet as one dead! ”  So will we if our

. oyes ever see the King in His beauty.
John laid prostrate until his Loxd lifted

. him to his feet, and bade him not be

, afrmid. To the feet of Jesus let usall

" hasten, the backslider for recovery, the
penitent to find pardon, the troubled to

. find help and guidance, the awakened to
find salvation. Let us lie very low there,
and lie until He lifts us up, for he that
humbleth himself shall in due time be
exalted. Swiely when we get to heaven
we shall want to hathe with grateful tears,
and to kiss the sacred feet which trod our
earth fon the errand of divine love, and
which were pierced for us on the Cross.

TAKE THE CHILDREN TO CHURCH

But ‘“‘do they not have the Sunday-
school?” Yes; and a well-equipped and
Clirist-presenting  Sunday-school is the
Tight arm of a Church. But a right arm
is not the main body, and an arm dissev-
ered from thu body is a bloodless and im-
potent thing. Al honor to the zealous,
devoted Sunday-school teacher! He orshe

is often an actual pastor or shepherd to
guide to Jesus those who have no spiritual
guidance athome. But the Sunday-school
never was ordained to be, and never can
be, a substitute for the regular services of
the sanctuary.

Bring your children with you to church,
dear friends. 1t is their nestling place as
well as yours. Are you quite certain as
to what your young swallows and sparrows
may be about, while you are sitting in
your pews?

How de they spend the Lord’s day at
home? If you commit the sin of begin-
ning the day with your Sunday newspaper,
you may be quite sure that the boys and
girls will be deep in the police reports and
tashion gossip and wretched scandals of
thuse Sabbuta breakers, while you are
listening to the sermon.

Then keep the secular desecrators of
hely time out of your docors, and take all
your ** bairng” with you to the place where
their young hearts may be led heaven-
ward.  Expect their early conveision to
Christ.— Rev. Dr. 1. L. Cuyler.

THE TEETOTALER.

My fathersaid: **I became a temperance
man in early life, because I noticed in the
harvest-field that, though I was physically
weaker than other workmen, 1 could hold
out longer than they. They tovk stimu-
lauts, 1 took none.”

A brickmaker in England gives his ex-
perience in regard to this matter among
men in his employ. He says, after inves-
tigation: ** The beer-drinker who made the
fewest bricks made € 59,000; the abstainer,
who made the fewest bricks, 74%,000.
The difference in behalf of the alstainer
over the indulger, 78,000,

There came a very exhaustive time in
British Parliament. The session was pro-
longed until nearly all the members got
sick or worn out. Out of €52 members,
ounly two-went through undamaged. They
were tectotalers.—Sel.

CARELESS, PRAYERS,

A little girl who overheard her little
brother saying his evening payer ina
careless manner, said to him, ** Willy, if
you do not mind how you pray, God will
not hear you. You would not ask mamma
for anything you really wanted in such a
car.less way.”’—Chyistian Obsercer.
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PERFECTIONISM.

BY REV. D. B. BLAIR.
Lxtrast, of Sermon on 1 John, III: 8, 9.

** If any one says, while it is true that
all believers cannot claim exemption from
sin, 86 as to commit no sin, yet there are
certain swints of superior holiness, who
hiave attained to such a degree of absolute
perfection, that they are altogether free
from sin, in reply to this weobserve that
the language of the Apostle (1 Joh, iii:
9,) cannot bear that construction. His
words are a general statement, ¢ Whoso-
erver is born of God doth not commit sin.’
it is either all or none; either all are per-
fect, or noneis. Whosoeverisa universal
term, and signifies or embraces all. The
converse proposition is, * Whoseever com-
mitteth sin is not born of God,’ wh'ch i3
equally true. It therefore necessarily fol-
lows from this statement (if the doctrine
of perfectionism be correct,) that nine
hundred and ninety-nine, at least, out o”
every thousand who profess Christianity,
are sinners, not born of God, besides the
great multitudes even in Christian coun-
tries, who make no proression whatever of
the Christian religion. The only saints,
the only regencrate persons born of God,
are the few so-called saints who imagine,
or feel, or suppose themselves to be per-
fect. The majurity of professing Chiis-
tians who know, and f :el, that th:y }ave
sin in themselves, and do commit sin very
often, are shut out, from being the chil-
dren of God, by this interpretation of the
Apostle’s language. For the apostolic
maxim is, ¢ HFhosocrer sinneth hath nct
seen him, neither k..own him,  Whosveircr
is born of ‘God d.th not commit sin.’
According to this theory (of perfection.)
any one who commits sir cannot be bon
of God, because all who are born of God
are made perfect, and rendered incapable
of sinning any more. Thoie who are not
Jree from sin have not seen God,nor knuwn
him, therefore they can have no spiritual
life.  According to this view the disciples
of our Lord, not only Judas,but the eleven
others also, weref unconverted, unregen-
crate, not born of God, while the Saviour
was with them on earth, for in his last
prayer, the night on which he was be-
trayed, the Lurd Jesus prayed to his
Heavenly Father: ¢ Sanctify them through
thy truth.,’ The Son of God would nat
ask his Father to dp what he had done al-

ready. If they were perfectly holy,Christ
would not pray for their sanctitication.
1f they were not sanctified there must be
sin in them; if they have sin, they must
colnmit sin sémetimes, as Peter did in
denying his Master; if they commit sin
they are not born oi Gouw; he that com-
miteth sin is of the devil. By this doc-
trine, thorefore, the disciples were all of
the dovil, and were not burn of God. We
see from this in what absurdities we are
landed at last if we adopt this method of
interpreting the general words of the
Apuostle.”

CONTENTMENT IN RAGS.

There is contentmnent with godliness,
which is great gain, having the promise of
the life that now is and that which is to
come, and is like Joseph’s coat of many
colora, 1f Joseph wore sucha garmentas
true contentment, as his after years
showed, he was more than a prime minis-
ter—he was a king the moment he put it
on. How rich, how roval are all they who
are clad in its many colors. They are the
posses;ors of three worids; the greatest is
that of inward peace, which can reform
worlds and reclothe men in the midst of
the penuries of life. A Scotch nobleman,
seeing an old gardener ot his establishment
with a very ragged coat, made some pass-
ing remark on .tscond tion. “‘It'sa verra
guid coat,” said the honest old man. ¢ I
cannot agree with you there,” said his
lordship. ‘‘Ay, it’sa verra guid coat,”
persisted the old man; it covers a con-
tented spirit and a body that owes no man
anything, and that’s wair than mony a
man can say of his coat.”

TIIE SLIDING SCALE.

There is no *“ hard and fast line” or Jaw
on the subject Jaid down in the New Tes-
trmentas there was in the Old; norshould
it be needed by any one who wishes to be
guided by a sense of obligation aund duty
to Christ of **how much he owes to his
Lord.” But one thing is plain.  Our giv-
ing should not be stationary, stercotoped
in its amount any more than our getting
is. If we receive more we should give
more,— ‘“the first frait of oir increase,”
—ag well as give less if we receive less;
in either case giving ‘“according to what
we have,” ““as God hath prospered us,”
or the reverse. —Rev. J. C. Burns, D. D.,
Kirklic'on.

-Bublic Archives
BALIF:
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CATECHISM ON PERFECTION.

Quest, What is perfection ?

Ans. Conformity to a certain rule or
standard,

Q. What is the standard of moral per-
fection ?

4. The law of Gad.

¢. .What is the sum und substance of
the Divine Law ?

A. Thou .shalt lovo the Lord thy éod
with all thy heart, add with all thy soul,
with, a1l thy strength, and with all thy
mind.  Luke x. 27.

+@: 1sit the duty of all men to be pexfect?

A. Christ says, ** Bo perfect, as your
Father in heaven is perfect.” Matt, v. 48,

@. Is there any perfect man on earth ?

4. “Thereis not a just man upon earth
‘that doeth good. and sinneth not.” Lccl.
vii. 20. .

Q. Has there ever been a perfect man
upon earth.

A. Adam was perfect beforo the fall.

Q. Has there ever been a perfect man
since tife fall?

4. No. There has been none except
the man Christ Jesus,

Q. Was ho man only ?

A. He was hoth God and man in one
person. .

Q. Are not believers said to be perfect?

A. Theroe is a sense in which they are
perfect.

Q. In what respect are they perfect?

A. They are perfect in their justifica-
tion; free from all condemnation.

Q. How are they perfect in their justi-
fication ? -

4. Because they have the perfect right-
eousness of Christ imputed.

Q. Are they perfuct in any other sense?

4. They are perfect in their Adoption?

Q. Isthere any other semse in which
they are perfoct ?

4. They are perfect in regeneration,

Q. Are they perfect in their sanctifica-
tion ?

4. No, they are not perfectly holy in
this life. R

Q. Will they ever attain to perfection
in holiness ?

A. Yes. At death their souls are made
perfect in holiness.

Q. How does it appear that they are
not perfect in holiness ¢

4. John says, *“ If we say that we have

zf hwsa Scotls

u M S

1o sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth
is not in us.” 1John1 8. Paul suys **1
amn not already perfect.” Phil. iii. 12,

Q. Is there any other sroof that they
are not porfect .

A. The Lurd's prayer teaches “Forgive
us our sin” Luke xi. 4. And is it possible
that the Lord could teach anything but
the truth? If there be no sin to be for-
given, why pray for forgivences. — Sel.

NOVEL READING.

The young people who read the greatest
quantity of novels know the least, me the
dullest in aspect, and the most vapid in
conversation.” The flavor of individuality
has been bhurned out of them. Always
imagining themselves in an artificial rela-
tion to life, always content to look through
their authors’ glasses, they become as com-
monplace as pawns upon a chess board.
“ 8Sir, wo had good talk!” was Sam
Johnson's highest praise of those he met.
But any talk save the dreariest commaop-
place and most tiresome reiteration is im-
possible with the regulation reader of
novels or player of games.  And this is,
in my judgment, because God, by the very
laws of mind, must punish these who kill
time instead of cultivating it. For time
iz the stuff tkat life is mace of; the cru-
cible of character, the arena of achieve-
ment, and woe to these who fritter it away.
They cannot help paying great nature’s
penalty, and ¢ mediocre,” ¢ failure,” or
“imbecile” will surely be stamped upon
their foreheads. Therefore I would have
cach generous youth and maiden say to
cvery story spinner, except the few great
names that can_be counted on the fingers
of the hand; I really cam:ot patronirze
your wares, and will not furnish you my
head for a football, or my fancy for asieve.
By writing these books yon get money,
and a flecting, unsubstantial fame; but by
reading them I should turn my possibility
of success in life to the certainty of ful-
ure. My sclf plus time is the capital
stock with which the gocd heavenly Father

#| has pitted me against the world to see if

I can gain some foothold. I cannotafiord
to be a mere speculator. I am a wrestler
for the laurel in life’s Olympian games.
I can make history, why should T-maunder
in & hammock, and read the endless repe-
tition of a romance? No, find yourself a
cheaper patron.—Francis E. Willaid.
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HOW MRS. HOFFMAN HELPED.

The annual fee of the Women's Foreign
Missionary Society of the West Street
church was one dollar, and though a few
of the ladies gave much more, the major-
ity of the members gave, 28 a matter of
course, just that amount, never reflecting
that there was no law against their giving
semething more. Mrs. Pratt, who was
one of these dollar contributors, had it
suggested to her in rather a moitifying
way that it was not absolutely necessary
that she should confine herself to such a
sinall s, She was a praying member of
‘he circle and talked of m ssions very en-
thusiastica!ly—¢ gushingly,” some ill-na-
tured people call it.  One day, as she was
woing home from a wmissionary mecting,
she met Mrs. Hoflinan, who dil not be-
lieve in missions, but who knew alt about
the socicty and how much everybody gave.

¢ Ah!” said the latter, ‘“ here you come.
Been to your missionary meeting, I pre-
sume, judging from your exalted look 27

*“ And O, what a meeting it was!" Mus,
Pratt began, the ready tears springing to
her eyes.  “If you had seen the chart we
had there showing how little of the world
is Christian, and how much is given over
to false religions and dark heathenism!”

*“Must have been interesting,” sneered
Mrs. Hoftman. R

“But we have the promise,” Mrs. Pratt
pursued, too much uplifted to notice what
the other said *The earth shall be filled
with the knowledge of the Lo.d as the
waters cover the sea.”

«* If this is to be accomplished by hwnan
instrumentality, how long do you think it
will tako at the rate some people ave giv-
ing 1 Mrs. Hoffman asked.

*¢\Why, what do you mean ?” demanded
Mius. Pratt, quite start’ed.

¢ Q, nothing,” Mrs. Hoffman answered
with a shrtg, oaly it does seem to me that
there is a great deal of praying and fussing
done over oue dollar !

She walked off, happy in having relieved
her mind, while Mrs. Pratt went home
pondering deeply.

! She cﬁtereg )her pleasant home—%
thoroughly comfortable it was, almost
bordering on the luxurious, ‘*the most
complete house! " her friendsall said—and
wandered all overit, looking at the pretty
furniture and multitudinous decorations as
though she had never scen them-before.
She had had the decorative craze-badly,

and the houge fairly bristled with screens,
lambrequins, tidies, splushors, plaques,
portieres and things of which only the
init'ated know the names. There were
forests of cat-tails and coungregations of
one-legged storks. Thero were ** toys” of
all nationalities, Japanese, Turkish, Rus-
sinn and Early English. It scemed as
though there was not room enough for
another article, yet the owner of it all had
just been meditating & “* lovely sofa-pillow
like Aunt Fanny's,” and an elegunt imnd-
painted, satin, meal-bag pin-cushion, after
the pattern given in the last Bazar. She
went into her own reom, and opened the
bureau drawers and wardrobe, and sur-
.veyed her ample stock of- thoroughly good
and pretty clothes, and the many luxur-

she sat down in the big
soliloquized:

“‘What an abundance of everything I
have! Really a great deal more than I
need, and here 1've-been satistied to give,
year after year, one paltry dollar for for-
cign missions! It would be bad e¢nough
for a persen wha is totally ignorant of the
coundition of the heathen world and the
operations of missionary societies, but I
know about such things. Month after
month do I go where they are talked of
and prayed over. No wonder Mrs. Hofi-
man is disgusted with such a missionary

ensythated itk

it.  We hear a great deal about accom-
panying our gifts with prayers, but I'in
afraid my gifts have not been at all in pro-
portion to my prayeis. To think how
fervently 1 prayed this afternoon that
Japan may speedily become thoroughly
evangelized, that very scon Korea miay be
opened to the Gospel, and for the success
of mission efforts in al] parts of the world,
and then handed to the treasurer one dol-
lar as my contribution to help on with all
this work! And there are all my. new
things! I wish I hadn’t had my black sitk
beaded; 'twould have done just as well
without trimming,: . That cloth suit Idon't
need at all, for my othdf dife is perfectly
good yet, and I wish I had not been in
such a hurry sending word to have'my
sealskin coat made into a dolman, O,
dear! ITwight have saved in a dozen ways.”

But regrets were useless. The monsey
which she would now so willingly have

joared into the Lord’s treasury was no

ious toilet articles scattered around. Then-

cei

worker as [ am, and has so litt'e faith in
the cause that is so poorly supported by. '
those nrofessing to 1 e deeply interested in”
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longer in her control. Then her mind
roverted to the pale pink and blue sofa-
pillow, and the recherche pin-cushion. 1t
was then and there decreed that they
should forever remain uncreated,and every
cent of what the materinls would have cost
handed into the missionary treasury. Not
only was this done, but at the next meet-
ing Mus. Pratt *‘gave her experience,”
and wound up her little speech by saying,
¢ SoI've come to the conclusion that I
can very casily afford to pray and fuss over
more than one dollar.”

This set some of the other members o
thinking.  Of course, there were some
who could not spare another cent to this
particular cause. They had very little to
give any way, and there were many de-
mands upon their purses; but it is sur-
prising how many there were in that com.
paratively limited circle who found that in
oue wey or another they could incrunse
their foreign contribution three or foue-
fold. Xor instance, there was Mrs. Will-
mar, the wife of & man with an excecd-
ingly modest salary. She had no super-
fluous dressés or decorations; indeed even
the necessaries fora large family of small
children were sometimes hard to procure.
1t seemed as though there was no way she
could retrench a Lttle without affecting
the health and well-being of her family,
and she knew that would not be right, hut
as she sat with her thinking-cup on one
day, an idea popped into her head which
caused her to exclaim, ** There’s the fruit
cake!” She had always Leen in the habit
of making a fruit-cake in the fall, not so
much because it was a necetsaty or desir-
able thing to have, for Mr. Willmar never
ate any of it, she did not care particululy
for it herself and kuew it was not the best
kind of food to bring childien up on, but
just beecause her mother and grandwmother
before her had done the smmme, and she,
without giving the matter much thought,
supposed it to be a part of goud house-
keeping.  ** Now that is something we
can all do without perfectly well,” she
said, and setting aside the customs of her
forefathers she found her wissionary
money in the fruit-cake.

By dint of persistent thinking and care-
ful planning most of the membets were
able to increase their contiibutions, and
g0 it came to pass that the offering from
the West Street church was much larger
than ever tefore. Itall came from the
ill-natured remark of Mrs, Hoffinan about

’ . .

the prayers being out of all propertion to
the gifts, and a3 there was never the sha-
dow of a thought that the prayers ghould
he curtailed to correspond with the giving
there was only the other alternative,which,
as has been scen, thoy adopted.—Emma
L. Burnett, in Philadelphia Presbyterian..

DIME NOVELS,

The Christien Intelligencer, referring to
the mtluence of the dime novel in corrupt-
ing and poisoning the minds and morals of
our youth, and converting them into dar-
ing criminals, cites the f(ﬁluwing:

At the Central Police Station in Phila-
delphia on Thursday afternoon, eight boys,
ranging in age from sixteen down to twelve
yesrs, were chuxg,}d with burglary, high-
way robbery, and thieving in general. It
was chown that the boys had formed an
organization with Ritter, the youngest of
the gang, as head chief. ‘They rejoiced in
suclh names as ‘* Thunderbolt of the
Prairie,”. **Dead Shot of T(xas,” and
© Deer Foot.” They explained that their
intention was to steal anything they could,
sell the goods, place the nfoney ina gen-
eral fund until a certain amount was se-

‘cured, and then start for the West and

become cowboys and highway robbers.
They had already committed many thefts.
When arrested they all had revolvers that
had been stolen from Tryon’s gun store in
Noith Second street. The youngest of

- the crowd boasted that the gang was bound

to do what they 1ead of in the dime novels
or die in the attempt.

A WISE RECOMMENDATION.

Knowing that the success of the mis-
sionary enterprise for the future depends
in great measure, hunanly speaking, upon
the young people and children, we recon:-
mend that earnest (florts e matde to in-
terest all the children and youth of the
howe, Chwrch, and Sunday-school in this
work; and that we, as motheis and sisters,
help them to gain a knowledge of the pro-
gress and continuance of ** God’s saving
power among the heathen;” that we aim
to instruet them in what the Bible teaches
of first-fruits and tithes and free-will
cfferings, and to apply these precepts to
themselves; that we be as esger to teach
them what they become Christians for
as to make them Christians; and that we
encourage them to give from principle;not
mers impulse.— 4. B. W, Miss. Society.
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ALL THE WAY.

All the way he gently leads us,
Over rocks and deserts wild; .
Though the road be rough and thorny,
He still sperks with voice so mild.

He will lead you; only trust Him;
Follow Him whate’er betide—
Ho the way has trod before you—
You will need no other guide.

All the way from grace to glory,
Toiling on through storm and strife,
Jesus ia the same forever—
H the Way, the Truth, the Life,

Weary workers in life’s vineyard,

Toil on, faint not, all is well; -
To the ones who glean beside you,

Still the old, old story tell.

‘“Feed my Lambs.” These words were
spoken
By the Saviour long ago, )
And through time the saints obey Him,
In their misSion here below.

All the way He paid the ransom
On the Cross of Calvary;

All the way his blood besprinkled,
Every cross for you and we.

Lot us still keep watching, waiting,
In His vineyard, day by day,
Till in Heaven we sing with angels—
¢¢ Jesus led us all the way.” s
—Sel.

THE DEAD LINE.

Around the guarded camp occupied by
prisoners of war a line is diawn called the
“dead ljve,” marking off” a space wherc
prisoners inay not come. They are not
allowed to come to the outer edge, o to
the estreme limits of the enclosure. They
are to keep at a distance from the bound-
ary, and the space marked by the dead line
tells them how far they can come with
safety. Crossing that line, Lthey are linbie
to be shot at sight; remaining within it
they are safe from harm,

God guards men from sin, and He does
it by commanding them to* helt at a dis-
tance from it; by drawing a dead linc
around it; restraining men, not only fron
evil acts, but from evil thoughts and evi
desires. He not only forbids men to de

the prohibited thing, but He forbids them
to wish to do it, or think of doing it. He:
marks the beginning of evil in the sceret
thoughts of the heart, and warns them -
away from every form of evil, nipping it
in the bud and bidding men boware of the
viry thought that leads to sin.

Many unwary souls have been lost by
crogsing the dead line, dallying with temy-
tations, going tov near the présence of
evil, unt1l finally they have been drawn
onward and swept downward into the
abyss. The Chiistian's safety is not in
sceing how firmly he can stand in the
midst of temptition, but how far he ean.
fle: from its very presence, fo that in
thought and purpose, and heart as well as
in life, he may be like the great exemplar,
** holy, harmloss, undefiled, separate from
sinners,” —Clristian.

GIVING, AND GIVING UP.

‘“He certainly is & most generous man..
He has just given £5,000 to_the work of
foreign 1issions, It's one qf the most
muniticent gifts we have ever received.”

¢ Not guite s0,” was the answer. ¢ I
know of at least one more gencrous giver.”

“Really ? Well, I was lovkihg through
the repmts of the last few years, and [
saw nothinglike that sum on the donation:
list.”

¢ No; the gift to which I alluce has not
appeared in print, and will be known by
very few except the Lord. The other day
[ was calling on a friend «f mine, a very
1ged man, who told me, with tears run-
aing down his cheeks, that his only son
was about to leave home for issionary
work in a far away land. The father had
discovered that the young man felt called
f God to such service, but was tarrying
wthome fer his sake. ¢ How could I kecp
aim kack 2" said the old man. ‘1 had
prayed all my life: ** Thy kingdem come;”
- Send fcrth laborers into Thy harvest,”
and with all the pain of parting with my
buy, in tlLe certainty that F should never
see him again on earth, there is a deep joy
in_giving him up for Cheist’s sake.’”

v I said to wmyself, on overhearing this.
conversalion, surely here is a true test of
love—nut giving only, but giving wp. For
though love canunot exist without giving,
shere may be large giving witheut love;
but we can hardly doubt that it is love
dune which for aunother's sake gives up.
sLat is held denr.—Sel.” ’
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TRINIDAD.
LETTER FROM REY. R. J. GRANT.
[For the Maritime Presbyterian,

Lev me give you a little incident that
came under our notice yesterday morning
that serves to show that the gospel leaven
is working. Babu Lal Bihari and I ar-
rived on an estate atan early hour; he
went in one direction, aund 1, in another.
Approaching o laborer’s house, and unseen
by the inmates, he heard a familine hymn
with the refrain ** Hamara man laga Yisu
ji ke charanan,” which may be freely
translated ** My heart embraces the feet
uf Jesus.” This is repeated several times
ab the end of each verse. The substance
of the kymn is as follows; **Some (wor-
shippers) wear only one bead; others put
atark on their forehead. Some put on
a necklwe of several thicads; otherswear
a single thread. Son e put ashes on their
bodies; others clothe themselves in skins
of animals. Some cover themselves with
a black Llanket; others go about naked.
Some worship gods and goddesses; and
others bathe in the hely Ganges. Some
pour out their hibations on the sucred pipar
tree; and others sit in ashes.  Some, per-
plexed, wander from shrine to shrine;
others rzise their arm tll it is dried up.
Some roast themselves between five fircs;
but I, seeing all this, have tled, and now,
as the servant of the Lord, with clasped
hands, 1 implore you, oh! men, women
and childven, hear me. 1t was Christ
Jesus, who in the exercise of wercy,
awoke me from my contused sleep.” With
the oft repeated refrain “*my heart em-
bra.es the fect of Jesus.”

In that high caste home there is nct a
professing Clivistian,  Without 2 murmm
the parents could histen to the hymn sung
by‘their son of fifteen years, who, thougl.
four years out of school, still remem! ered
some of the lessuns taught him, butas
Christian baptisit would mnvolve a breach
of caste, the matter could not be enter-
tained. A

But the leaven is working, our scheols
have yielded good fruit, and we labor in
hope of a harvest.

* Faithfully yours,
K. J. GraxT.

¢ Surely tlis cannot he death,” sad one
just before dying; ‘*how wonderfully He
is softening my passage.”

- v

On Tuesday, 3rd inst., there ‘was a pub-
lic cunference under the auspices ot the
Presbhytery of Pictou, in James Church,
New Glusgow. The subjecis discussed in
the nfternoon were The State of Religion
and Temperance, and in the evoning,
Subbath Schools.  There were present,
especinlly in the evening, a considerable
number from neighboring congregations,
from Pictou, Westville, and Stellarton,
and some from a considerable distance in
the countty. The exerciscs consisted of,
first, reading the reports prepared on the
different subjects by the Committee of
Presbytery; secend, the reading of spe-
cially prepated papers; third, a free con-
ference by the members of Presbytery,
Sunday-schoal teachers, and other Chris-
tian workers, The confererce was to some
extent an experiment, being the fist of
the kind held by the Presbytery, but it is
safe to say that it will not be the last.
The papers read were of a high order of
excellence, and good caunot but result
from the interchange of idea and the
stimulus received.

The drift of popular vpinion with re-
zard to restriction of the liquor traflic is
seen in the result of a vote taken recently
a the city of Glasgow, where 57,704
househiolders were in - favor of (ntire pro-
hibition of the liquor traflicand but 19,411
were opposed to it. 71,427 were favor-
able to a reduetion in the present nuinber
of licensed houses, and but 9,641 were
uufavorable ; 68,301 were opposed to all
new licenses, and 11,230 were not upposed
to them, ‘LThis is a remarkable result in a
:ity where there has lLeen a great deal of
drinking, and skews that it Prohibation
pure and sinple, disassociated from all
other questions, were submitted to the
people at large it would soon become law.
Jne great ditliculty is that owing to the
power of distillers, brewers, and rum-
sellers, in our legislative halls, the voice
uf the peuple, the sufferers, daes not find
its due expression.  One of the relics of
the tyranny oppression and wrong of a
larker age that still to too great an extent
a0lds sway, is,not that a free people unit-
ing for self protection, vote tou defend
chemselves  agalnst an  acknowledged
Jublic evil, but thata few for greed of
zain furce the traftic upon an unwilling
ommunity and compel them to submit
to it.
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PROHIBITION AND MORAL
SUASION.

BY REV. NEWMAN HALL, D.D.

and the prison; to be a seducer and a
murdorer; to break human hearts, and to
send tens of thousands of precious souls
every year toa drunkard’s grave. And

Opponents of prohibition say ‘“Per- | what is law doing? 1t rebukes the rob-

sundo the people to abstain, and the drink
traflic will ceaso of itself.” During forty-
tive years the present writer has practised
and advocated total abstinence. Others
have donesv longor; very many more than
half the time. But we lament that while
we have rvescued hundreds, drink-shops
have ruined thousands. Moral suasion
saves individuals; legislative license curses
the nation. Moral suasion hasa work
superior to legislation, and will always be
needed; but it says to legislation ¢ 1f you
cannot help, don’t hinder.” We ask the
law not to tyrannize, but protect; to pro-
tect industry against indolence, peacenble-
ness againgt rot, the State against what
disgraces, im0 erith 8 endangers it, We
ask that the constitutional princip. be
carried out—*‘ No taxation without the
people's consent” —and therefore that the
people, lawfully convened, should be able
to control or prohibit a trade which heav-
ily taxes them in the pauperism and erime
it produces. Those who suffer the conge-
uences should be able to control the
cause,

You cannot make men sober by legisla-
tion. Nor can you make men honest, yet
you ean make robbery more diflicult. You
cannot” make men sober, but you can di-
minish the allurements to intemperauce;
or you can incur the curse of the old Pro-
phet: ¢ Woe unto him that giveth his
neighbor drink. that putteth the bottle to
him. aud mnaketh him drunken also.”

We hear sad stories of evictions by
owners against their tenants. DBut evie-
ti ms a hundred times more nwmervus are
taking place all the yearat our very doors.
Shivering women and starving childien
are ruthlessly expelled from house and
houme by a tyrant that never relents, and
is never satiated, who can plead neither
justice nor necessity, and his name is
Alcohol.  The law harbors, sanctions,
stimulates this greatest of law-breakers,
and sends him fortl' equipped from the
arsenal law has established, to cluteh the
rent that might have saved the home; to
snatch the loaf from the table, the dvess

from the back; to maim and’ trample vn.

the passers-by; to wreck trains and sink
ships and fire houses; to kick women and
torture children; to crowd the poor house

bery, but shares the spoil; punishes the
agent, but protects the instigator; con-
demns the crime, but sereens the criminal;
denounces the wounding, but sharpens the
dagger; villifies the victim, but licenses
tho'1u lian.

Why 1nay not law interfere to protect
the people from the injuries of drink ¢
Law erects lighthouses tp prevent ship-
wreck; what should we say if it lighted
fives to allure to destruction { Law inter-
feres with the freedom of selling combus-
tibles and poisons; but alcohol is an ex-
plosive more destructive than amy dyna-
mite, a poison more insidious and deadly
than any arsenic. Law enacts sanitary
measures, but drink causes more disease
and death than open sewers and “defective
draingge; and accordiv g to My, Gludstone,
is the cause of more injury than pestilence,
famine, and war combined.

We are always hearing of wars, actual
or expected. Every government is pre-
pared to resist attack. If a country is
threatened by invasion, legislation would
ab once prepare to repel it The invasion
has begun.  The cnewy is at our doors.
Should legislation discourage the defence
and aid the foe?

Every nation isapt to boast of its great-
ness, its extent of temitory, its wealth,
trade, and armaments. But there is a
howme-bred t1aitor undermining the tower
of the nation's strength. Milton grandly
warned the people of England just before
the rveturn of tyranny, honically termed
the **Restoration:” **Instead of laying
the blame on any but yourselves, know
that to be free is the same thing as to be
wise, temperate, just, frugal, and abstin-
ent, and to 1 e the opposite 18 to be a slave;
and it usually happens that those who can-
not govern themselves ayd noderate their
passivns, crouch under the slavery of thewr
lust, and are delivered over Lo the sway of
those whom they abhor, and are made to
submit to an involuntary servitude.” A
drunken, licentious, ungodly yeple mre
ready first for anarchy, then fgr despotism,
then fur slavery; they arealready enslaved.
The slumbering volcano may at any time
belch forth a lava stream of destruction.
The palladium of eur freedom is not our
armaments, but our virtue; not our con-
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. 0 H . . . .
stitution and laws, but the *‘righteousness * against her the grievous sin of x long sick-

that exalteth a nation,” andis tho truc
stability of our times. England keeps
this year the jubilee of its Queen. Many
hearts in America beat in responsive sym-
pathy. Thereare many prupused methuds
of celebrating it. Let this be one: pro-
moting fresh triumphs for temperance.
Then, &8 when the Jewish trumpets pro-
claimed jubilee, alienated estates went
back to their former owners, exiles re-
turned home, and slaves were set free, so
the spread of tomperance will mean the
recovery of property, reputation, and
position to many whom drink has degrad-
ed; it will mean food for the-hungry,
health to the diseased, solace for the sad;
the building up of ruined homes, the
gathering of scattered: families, the heal-
ing of broken hearts; it will proclaim lib-
crty to the captive, and the opening of the
prison to them that are Liound. *The
wilderuness will rejuice and blossom as the
108e,” and the jubilee of the Queen will
be the jubilee of the people too.

HEROIC LIVES AT HOME.

The heroism of private life, the slow,
unchronicled martyrdoms of the heart,
who shall remember? Greater than-any
knightly dragon slayer of old is the man
who overcomes an unholy passion, sets his
fout upon it and stands serene and strong
in virtue. Grander than Zenobia is the
woman who struggles with a love that
would wrong another or degrade her own
soul, and conquers. The young man, ar-
dent and tender, who turns from the dear
love of women, and burics deep in his
heart the sweet instinct of paternity, to
devote himseM tu the care and suppart of
aged parents or an unfortunate sister, and
whose Iife isa long sacrifice, in manly
cheerfulness and a majestic spirit, is a hero
of the purest type—the type of Charles
Lamb. I have known but two such.

The young woman who resolutely stays
with father and muther in the old home,
while brothers and sisters go forth to hap-

“py homes of their own; who cheerfully

lays un the altar of filial duty that costli-
est of human sacrifices, the joy of loving
and being loved—she is a hervine. 1 have
known many such.

The husband who goes home from every-
day routine and the perplexing cares of
‘business with a‘cheerful smile and a loving
word to his invalid wife; who brings not

ness, and reproaches her not for the cost
and discomfort thercof; who sces in her
languid eyes something dearer than girlish
laughtoer, in the sad face and faded checks,
that blossum into smiles and even blushes
at his coming, sumething lovelier than the
old-time spring roses—ho is a hero. 1
think 1 know of ‘one such.

The wife who bears her part in the bur-
den of life— oven, though 1t be the larger
part—bravely, cheerfully, never dreaming
that she is a heroine, much less & martyr;
who bears with the faults of a husband not
altogether congenial, with loving patience,
and a large charity, and with noble deci-
sion hiding then from the world; who
makes no confidants and asks no confi-
denee; who. refrains from brooding over
shortcomings in syinpathy and sentimen,
and from seeking perilous ** aflinities; ™
who does not hiild high-tragedy sorrows
on the invitable, nor feel an earthquuke in
every family jari who sees her husband
united with herself indissolubly and eter-
nally in their children—she the wife in
very truth, in the inward as in the out-
ward, is a’'heroine, though of unfuashion-
able type.— Grace Greenwond.

BEGIN AT ONCE.

Begin at once to do whatever your
Master commands. * Begin to practice re-
ligion. A child would never learn to walk
by » hundred talks abbut the law of grav-
itativny it must use its own feet, even at
the risk of many a tumble.  'Waib not for
more feeling, crnore pungent convictions,
or for anything that you 1ead of in other
pecple’s experichces.  Theseareall snares
and hindvances, if they keep you from
doing at once the very first act that will
please Christ. Have you uever opened
your lips to an unconverted friend, either
to avow your own fecling or to do that
friend some good ? Then try it; you will
strengthen yourself, and may bring an un-
expected blessing to him or her. In short,
you must begin to obey a new Master; to
gerve anew Saviour; to strike out a new
line of living, and rely on God’s almighty
help to do it.  When you give yourself to
Christ in this whole-hearted and practical
fashion, he will give you a thousandfold
richer gift in return. Yes, he will give
you himself! When you possess Chritt
you have every thing.—Dr. 1\ L. Cuyler.
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OUR MASTER’'S SUMMONS.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

This is a restless world. Everything is
in motion. Life is not a stagnant pool;
it is a running stream, and will grow purer
and stronger every hour if it flows to-
wards heaven. A Christian life is not a
swing in & hammock; it is a steady march,
with brief bivouacs and many a hard bat-
tle. There is too strong a tendency to
make long halts, to shirk sharp encounters,
and to gettle down into self-indulgent in-
actions. We need continual stirring up;
and O how often we hear the Baster's
peremptory command ¢ Arise, let us go
hence.”

When our Lord first uttered these words
in the upper room at Jerusalem on the
night of the Paschal Supper, He addressed
the summons to Himself as well as to His
disciples. He had just instituted the sac-
rament of the Lord’s Supper, and pro-
nounced that marvellous discourse which
fills with heavenly fragrance the four-
teenth chapter of John's Gospel. The
time for words was past; the time for ac-
tion and suffering had come. ** Hereafter
I will not talk much with you,” He says,
‘for the Prince of this world cometh,and
hath nothing in Me.  As the Father gave
Me commandment, even so 1 do. Arise,
let us go hence.” As the man Christ
Jesus, He obeys the everlasting Father,
even while He realizes what fearful agon-
ies that obedience shall cost Him. There
is no drawing back, no evasion of the ter-
rible trial he has to face. Those very dis-
ciples have yet to be redcemed by His
precious bloud, and for the joy set before
Him, He must endure the Cross.

The summons of the Master to Himself
and to the httle band in the upper cham-
her, iy still sounding as a trumpet-call in
vur cars, If weave trae disciples, we will
hear and  heed the swmmons, for the pri-
mary principle of genuine piety is obe-
dience to Christ.  Is the authority of par-
ents thoroughly acknowledged in all our
families as it ought to be, or even asit
used to be? It is the very core of house-
hold life, and every child caunot learn too
soon the difference between *‘ you may”
and *“ you mnsf.” Much is caid in these
days about ‘* elective studies” in our col-
leges and universities.  Under certain
limitations it is a wise arrangement that a
collegian should select the course of study
which shall fit him best for his special vo-

cation. But to the great mass of young
people, the studies which are most essen-
tial are those which authority prescribes,
many of which they would never choose
of their own accord. In Christ's school
there are no elective studies. OQur Master
does not give us the pick and chuice, for
we would be certain to shrink the lessons
that we need most, the lessons that cut
down our pride and mottify our lusts and
start Lhe tears—yes, and sowetimes draw
the heart’s blood. * Follow Me” is our
marching order. The cardinal rule of all
discipleship is to find out what Christ
wants, and then do it.

In a thousund ways Jesus is saying to
us *‘ Arise, and go hence.” Christians fall
into bad habits, which are as ischicvous
to them as they are to the ungodly. Habit
tightens about. one asthe poisonous ivy
tightens about-a-tree, until it kills. Many
a church-member's epiritual life is imper-
illed, and his or her influence is destroyed
frour this very cause. Character is tainted
as bad liquors taint a wooden vessel.

Not only from evil habits, but from
Cangerous associatioLs in business and in
sucial life, does the Master give the short,
sharp injunction to arise and depart.
When Lot had become su intimate with
the ‘‘first families,” that his own family
was rotted through and through with vice,
the order was ‘‘Up, get you out of this
place.” No snare is more subtle or more
dangerous to a child of God, than undue
intimacy with worldlings. Conformity im-
plies resemblance. Holiness is not con-
tagious, but sin is as catching as varivloid.
Christ draws sharp lines, and commnands
His disciples to come out and be separafe
fiom the world’s ethics and the world’s
sinful indulgences. 1f a Christ'an goes
over the Jine to scold and taunt the votar-
ics of sinful pleasure, Le offends them to
no profit; if he goesin order to partici-
pate, he offends his Ddlaster. Where a
Christian cannot cany Christ and a clean
conscience with him—whether it be in
politics, society, or amusements—he has
no right to set his foot. And when Jesus
discovers' His professed followers in such
corrupting companionships, His loving re-
buke is ‘“ Arise, let us go hence.”

These words are alse a trumpet-call to
a higher and holierstyle of character and
conduct. We all have a sad tendency to
lower the standard of life, and then drop
down to that standard.  When a regiment
were giving way before the eneusy, the
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colnel ealled vut to the flag-Learer to fall | for; if this be dying, it is very pleasant

back, ot the colors would be captured;
but the hevofe reply was, * No, no; bring
your men Yip to the colors!” Paul recog-
nized this danger of being satisfied with
low, spiritual attainments, and therefore
e cries out, **T'his one thing I do, 1 press
on towards the goal, unto the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” So
whenever our Master discovers that we are
settling down into a self-satisfied statz, or
dropping asleep in inaction, He arouses
us, sometimes with a discipline that makes
the ears tingle and the heart ache. There
are multitudes who ave trying to sce how
little they can do, and yet save their rep-
utation as followers of Christ. The
trumpet-call of Jesus to you, my friend, if
you are in this condition, is to arisefand
take a new departure.

There is one more lesson to be gathered
from those solemn words spoken at mid-
night in that sacramental chamber. Our
Lord might (if He chose) have remained
there all night in loving converse with His
disciples. He might have waited for His
enemics to find Him, He might even
have stolen away under cover of the dark-
ness out o” the city, and escaped their
clutch. Instead of that, He cahmly faces
the tremendous tria'. says to His followers
** Let us go hence,” and then goes straight
to that Gethsemane where He expects to
meet the traitor and the powers of dark-
ness.- What a sublime example to us!
How _He is saying to us, Thereis your
duty; facei ! Yonder is yoartremendous
task. or your appointed work; grapple
with it, and lo, [ am with you in it al-
ways ! 1t is a glorious thought that vur
Leader never sends us to a duty, unless
He promises to stand by us. The com-
mand always is * Arise, let us go hence.”
He is ever ready to go with us.

And so it will be when the hour comes
for our departure from this world to the
Better Country. Instead of leaving you
and me to grope our way alone into theé
unknown, untracked cternity, He will be
close.at our side. and His loving word will
he *“ Arise, and let us go hence. T have
yrepared the place for you; Inow come
again to receive you unto Myself, that
where I am ye may be also.”

DYING EASY.

The last words of the sainted Rev. E,
B. Sabin were, **This is worth praying

dying.”

Said the dying William Hunter: “If T
had strength to hold a pen, I would write
how easy and delightful it is to die."

‘ How hard it is to die!” remarked a
friend to a dying believer. *Oh, no,
no!” he replied.” ¢ Easy dying, blessed
dying, glorious dying! I never thought
that such a poor worm as I could come te
such a glorivus death.”

‘“Oh, sweet, sweet dying!” said Mis.
Talbot of Reading.

¢If this be dying,” said Lady Glen-
orchy, ¢itis the pleasantest thing imag-
inable.” >

Mrs. M. A. Woodward's last words
were: ‘I am lying here peacefully like a
little child, ready to go. 1t is sweet to
rest in Jesus, 1t is sweet rest.”

“I did not suppose it was so sweet to
die,” said Saurez, the Spanish Theologian.

“Isthisit?” saida dying Christian.
¢ QOh, I have heard of this, but now I see
it--I sec it.” A sweet smile as of the joy
of heaven remained upon her countenance
until he who promised to come for His
saints, came soon and took her away.

A Christian woman, who had all herlife
been afraid of the cold waters of the river
of death, said when dying: ** Wonderful!
wonderful! i is only a rivulet.—Sel.

The Session of James Church, New
Glasgow, recorded tlfe following minute
regarding the late.George Sutherland, an
elder of that congregation:—** Mr. Suth-
erland departed this life on the 5th Nov.,
1886, aged 71 years. He was elected an
elder of James Church on the 25th Jan’y,
1872. He was regular in his attendance
at Session and Church courts and filled.
the duties of his offlce with great faithful-
ness. e wasconstant in his visitation of
the sick, and generally accompanied the
pastor in bis regular visitation of the con-
gregation. It scemed to be his special
pleasure to keep up regular intercourse
with the families of his district,and he gave
a great deal of attentiun toinstructing the
young in Sabtath-scheol and as oceasion
presented itself. He lived the lite of a
humble and devoted Christian and attend-
ed to the work of the Master to within a
couple of days of his death. He was the
son of the late William Sutherland, elder,.
a worthy son of a worthy father.
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WORDS TO WORKERS.

1. Accept the Word of God as God's
voice to yoursclf. Deut. xxviii: 1, 15.

2. Believe and vbey this Word., Jer.
xxxviti: 20.

3. In dealing with persons, question
ather than exhort.  This opens the dour
for light often, cenviction, rupentance,
confession.

4. Scek to discover how the Spiritis
dealing with souls and work with Him.
1 Cor, iii: 9.

5. Answer objections and remove dif-
ficulties us far as possible with God’s own
words.

L. G.—Sinner says:

1. ©T have no need of pardon.” Ds.
xiv: 33 1 Kings viii: 46; Xzek. xviji: 20.

2. 1 do not believe in God.” Ps.
xiv: 1; Ps. 10: 4; Aets xvii: 28,

3. *‘I donot feel.” 1t is not a matter
of feeling but of faith. Ezek. xxxiii: 11
Acts xvii: 31

4. “Tam doing the best Tean. No.
John vi: 29; 1 Cor. xvi: 22,
9. “I cannot believe.” No. 1 John

v: 10.

6. “ There are mysteries in the Bible.”
True, but Ps. cxix: 129; Is. xxxv: 8.

7. 1 fear lest I should not hold out.”
Phil. i: 6; Rom. xix: 4; Heb. xiii: 3.

S. I will go home and think about
it.” 2 Cor. vi: 2; Is. Iv: 6.

9. “God seems far away.”
6; Ps. exlv: 18; Rev. iii: 20.
R 10. My heart is hard.”  Ezek. xxxvi:
05,

Rom. x:

1L “Tama great sinuer.” Matt. ix:
13; Luke xv; 1 Tim. §: 15,

12, “I could not be saved now.” Ps.
Ixxxix: 19; Heb. vii: 25; Rev. xxii: 17;
Luke xiv: 17.

13. “I-do nat know how to come.”
James iv: 8&; Luke xt: 9; 1. John i: 9; Heb.
xi: 6. Eoamples - Luke xviii: 13; xxiii.
42; Acts xvi: 30, 31.

CAUTIONS.

1. Do not oJer @ hool: rather than the
Book:.

2. Do not advise to postpone the ac-
ceptance of Christ. |
3. Do not advise anxious souls *o rely |
on the doing of anything whieh would find
them unsaved should the Lord come.
4. Do not offer comfort or hope to un-,
believing and impen‘tent persons. 1
5. Do not fear to be thmough. H

6. Do not give too many texts at one
time.

7. Pray with as well as for those whom.
you instruct,
; lS Do not be controversial, but prayer-
ul.
Y, Look for and believe in immediate
results. **The word of God is quick and
powerful.” ** The law of the Lord is per-
fect, converting the seul.” B.

HARMONY AT HOME.

1. We may be quite sure that our will
is likely to be crossed during the day; so
let us prepare for it.

2. Every person in the house has an evil
nature as well as ourselves, and therefore
we must not expect too much.

3. Loouk upon each inember of the fam-
ily as one for whom Christ died.

1. When inclined to give an angry an-
swer, let us lift up the heart in prayer.

5. If from sickness, pain, or infirmity,.
we feel irritable, let us keep a very strict
watch over vurselves.

6. Observe when others are suffering
and drop a word of kindness.

7. Wateh for little opportunities of
pleasing, and put little annoyances out of
the way.

8. Take a cheerful view of every thing,
aund encourage hope.

9. Speak kindly to dependents and ser-
vants, and praise them when you can.

10. In all little pleasurcs which may
oceur, put self last.

11. Try for thesoft answer that turneth
away wrath.—Congregationalist.

AGNOSTIC PHILOSOPHY.

Do men know what the Agnostic Phil-
osophy tends te—where it lands nen who
accept its dreary statements? Here is the
very latest deliverance from one of the
clan: = 1'he best we can do, the best that
has ever been done, is to recugnize the
implazability of the laws that rule the
universe, and contemplate as calmly as we:
can the nothingness from which weare
come and into which we shall all disap-
pear. The one consolation that we hold,
though it i3 one which may be illusory
tuo, cunsists in the belief that when death
comes, fear and hope are at an end. Then
wonder ceases, the insoluble no longer-
perplexes; space is lost: the infinite is
blank; the farce is done! ’
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GROWING INTEREST IN FOREIGN
MISSIONS,

There isa strong impression that the
tide of missionary interest and effort, which
has been rising continuously since the be-
ginning of this century, is destined to
reach a much higher level; and that great
Dlessings for the world are in store in the
immediate future if the Church is aroused
to consecrate herself for the work. Even
now there are great openings abroad, and
great searchings of heart at howme.

It is mmost Important that the bulk of
our people should be trained out of the
idea, that missionsto the heathen are only
an ornamental addition to the Church, in-
stead of being anintegral part of its work,
an essential to its vitality. We areon the
wrong line, when we provide bountifully
and even luxuriously for ourselves, and
then give of our leavings for Foreign
Mission work. The Scripture view is to
give of our first fruits for the Lord’s ser-
vice, putting the claims of Christ before
everything else.  The Chaurch is destroyed
by selfishness.

The minister of the congregation is in
a porition of immense influence for de-
veloping this missionary spirit. Not in
having to raise moncy—-this he should be
spared—but in having his own soul in-
flamed with love to the Master, and with
2 yearning desire to do his will in this
matter. By acquiring familiarity with
missionary intelligence, ot confining his
Lavdedye to that of his own denomination,
and then endeavoring by every means in
his power to imbue his people and their
children with the missionary spirit, as
being absolutely essential to the vigorous
life of his congregation, he will find arich
Dblessing to his own soul in the eiforts thus
put forth. Facts are the fucl to feed mis-
sionary zeal Periodical information im-
parted in an interesting way; ecainest,
pointed prayer, instead of the routine
sentence or two in the weekly intercessory
prayer, with the one aim to obey Christ’s
comnund, and to be in sympathy with
Him in compassion for the multitudes.
these cannot fail to tell on the people.
Hearts will thus be wnade to glow, prayer
toascend, free-will offerings to be made,
and systematic giving to be practised as 2
spiritual privilege, while every other rela-
tive duty at home will be the more thor-
onghly done.

1t 13 somctimes said that missionary

meetings are not so popular as they used
to be. This, however, is not due to de-
clining interest, but to the diffusion of in-
formation from many smaller centres iu-
stead of, as formerly, from a few impor-
tant centres. They have been tried in
church on Sunday cvenings with marked
success. The plan of simultaneous meet-
ings throughout the Church, as initiated
with success by the Church Missionary
Society, is worthy of adoption.

It is thought by some that we frighten
our people with the idea that while they
are doing their best, they are yet required
to look forward to indefinite extension in
foreign lands. But if we consider that it
is the Lord’s work, and He has the ways
and means in his own hands, such fears
are at once dissipated. For instance, ex-
tension by native agency is yet ouly in its
infancy. '

Let us believe in the Floly Ghost, and
in a present Saviour, who has said, “* Lo,I
am with you always; ” and then let us act
upon his word, ** Call unto Me, and 1 will
answer thee, and shew thee great and
mighty things, which thou knowest not.”
(Jer. xxxiii, 3.)—Missionary Review.

Never hurt any one’s self-respect.
Never trample on any soul though it may
be lying in the veriest mire; for that last
spark of self-respect isits only hope, its
only chance; the last seed of a new and
better life; the voice of God which still
whispers to it *“You are not what you
ought to be, and you are not what ycu
can be; you arve still God’s child, still an
i immortal soul. You may rise yet, and
, conquer yet, and be a man yet, after the
likeness of Gud whomade you, and Christ
who died for you.” O why crush that
vuice in any heart ? If you do, the poour
creature is lost, and lies where he or she
falls, and never tries to rise again— Chas.
Kingsley.

i An old-fashioned recipe for alittle home
! comfort:—Take of thought for self one
part, two parts of thought for family;

1 equal parts of conmon sense and bread in-

telligence, a large modicum of the sense of
fitness of things, a heaping measure of
living aboyve what your neighbors think of
you, twice the quantity of keeping within
your income, a sprinkling of what tends
to refinement and wsthetic beaety, stirred
thick with Christian principle of the true
brand, and set it to rise. B
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TRIFLING WITH A GREAT TRUST.

The Missionary Revicw speaks as fol-
Jows concerning the Resources and Ex-
penditures in the United States, compared
with gifts zo Christian Missions.

Aggregatedepnsitin Banks $3,000,000,000
Yearly Agricultural pro-

ducts §2,000,000,000
¢ profit on Cual, Iron

and Manufaclures 8500,000,000
product in Gold and )

Silver Mines £400.000,000

** Railroad netearnings  $..50,000,000

The wealth of the country more than
keeps pace with the advance in popula-
tion. 1t has quadrupled since 1850, and
multiplied sixteenfold within the memory
of persons now living.  Scribner’s Statis-
tical Atlas of 1880 says the wealth of the
U. 8. is accumulating at the rate of 86,-
800,000 a day. Senator Hoar of Massa-
chusetls says, ** Every twenty years theve
is added to the valuation of this country

wealth enough to buy the whole German !

Eumpire with its buildings, its ships and
its invested property.”  According to Dr.
Dorchester, one-fifth of the populacion is
made up of evangelical Christians, Thus,
one-fifth of all this enormous wealth sup-
posedly belongs to the Evangelical Church.

We spend every year in dress goods
$125,000,000. In kid Zloves $25,000.-
000. In ostrich feathers £5,000,000. For
tobacco $600,000,000, and Christian men
and some ministers spend their share.
For liquor §900,000,090. Think of it!
$1,500,000,000, as a systematic voluntavy
offering, every year. for liquor and to-
liaceo alone, to say nothing of the theatre

and opera and other enormous exactions

of wordly conformity, less injurious in-
deed to the bedy, but egually fatal to the
soul! and all that can be spared from
these fabulous resources and this tremen-
dous waste, and that too under the great
pressure of imperative necessities and the
most splendid opportunities, for the entire
work of Home and Foreign Missions
-contbined is the comparatively paltry sum
of five and oune-half millions of dollars.
Kay not our Divine Master say to his pro-
fessed followers in Christian Awmerica,
“why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not
the things which Isay 2" TLet us exawmine
vurselves and see if the stirring words of
the prophet do not apply to us alsv,

“Will a man rob God? Yot he have rob- |

bed wme; even this whole nation.,” Mal.
iii: 8.

There are hundreds of thousands of
precious souls in our large cities and other
parts of tho land without the gospel and
ignorant of its saving power; and hun-
dreds of millions abroad i the blackuess
of heathenism who have yet to hear for
the first time ¢he * Glad tiding of great
joy which shall be to all people.”

In the Presbyterian Church in Canada
our trust is not so great, butis there not
much of triffing in this regard.  When
we think of the comparative tinfle given
to missions compared with what is spent
in useless and even harmful luxuries, we
have need to lay the truth of the above
article to heart.

THE CALL FROM JAPAN.

Within the last few months a remark-
able interest in Christian education has
been developed, wholly without precedent
in missionary history. The progress in
education generally, the establishment (by
i the government) of colleges and schools
' of cvery grade ab the great centres, and
1 more recently the urgent demand for in-
"struction in the English kmguage as a
{means of readiest access tu the varied re-
ssurees of English culture and civilization,
do not satisfy the more thoughtful Japan-
esc. The character formed in mission
i schools, under the influence of Christian
;leuchers, is now seen to be of a higher
itype; the young men and women who
' come out of these institutions are living
witnesses to the power of the gospel asan
educational force far beyond the possibili-
tics of a merely sccular education.
© The result isacall from many points
¢ for Christian teachers; and a readiness on
i the part of the Japaneso themselves to
| erect the neceseary buildings and to as-
sume 2]l the jucidental expenses, if only
Christian teachers can be secured. It is
not secular cducation that is wanted, as
that can be had of equal quality and at
farless expenscin guy ernuent institutions.
{t is an education that elevates and puvi-
fies character that is wanted: an education
pervaded and controlled by Christian ideas.
Men of high station apd influence in their
several communities, not known as Chrs-
tians nor specially interested personally
in the gospel, are yet moving to secure
such a Christian education for their sons
and daughters. It is thus largely through
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Christian education that the first work for
the evangelization of Japan is now to be
carried vn, and at no uther expense than
that of sending out and supportag the
comparatively few foreign teachors who
are needed in the  work.—Mi sivnury
Herald,

Riterary Patices.

Tur MasTer's MEMORIAL is the title of
aneat and comprehiensive little manual,
on the Lord's Supper, by Rev. Thomas
Macadam of Strathroy, Ontario. Perhaps
better recommendation than anything we
can write, is to say that it is warmly re-
commended by such men as Rev. J. K.
Smith of Galt, Mod.of Assembly; Principal
Caven, Prof. McLaren, Principal Grant,
Principal MacVicar, Principal King, and
other prominent men in the church. These
all speak of it invery high termsaseminent-

"1y fitted for use both in families axd Bible
Classes. For ten cents in stamaps a copy
will be sent; twelve copies for one dollar,
or one hundred copies for §7.50. If it is
not kept by local booksellers, address
Rev. Thomas Macadawm, Strathroy, Ont.

ScriBNER's MacazINE For May has
just been reccived. 1t contains some ia-
teresting and valuable articles, viz.: ““The
Development of the Steamship,” being a
bistory of the progress of stecam vessels,
with illustrations and diagrams; * The
Torests of North America;” ** An Ocean
Graveyard,” by J. McDonald, Oxley, for-
merly of Hahifax, a thrilling description
of that ill-starred Sable Island, and the
loss of life and property that there from
year to year tukes place. Besides these
there are several stories continued from
former 1ssues, and one or two short stories
complete. Price 25 cents, monthly, or
£3.60 per year.

A PRACTICAL RELIGION.

We want a religion that softens the step
and tunes the voice to meludy. and checks
the impatient exclamation and harsh re-
buke; a religion that is polite, deferential
to superiors, courteous to inferiors, and
considerate to fricnds, a religion that goes
into the family, and keeps the hushand
from being cross when the dinner is late,
and keeps the wife from fretting when the
husband tracks the newly-washed fluor
with his muddy Coots, and makes the hus-

band mindful of the scraper and the door-
mat; keeps the mother patient when the

» baby is fretful, and awmuses the children

as well as instructs them; cares for the
servants besides paying them promptly;
projects the honeymoun into the harvest-
moon, and makes the happy home like the
Enstern fig-tree, bearing in its bosom at
once the beauty of its tender blossoms and
the glory of its ripened fruit. We want
a religion that shall interpose between the
ruts and gullies and rocks of the highway
of life, and the sensitive souls that are
travelling over them.—Sl.

BIBLE READING.
BY J. A. R. DICKSON, B. D., GALT.

Iniquities are living forces, Psa. lxix: 1.23.

Once committed they live on, Job xiii.
26; Lam. v. 7; Job xxi. 19.

They take hold of the wicked, Prov. v.
32; Psa. xl. 12.

They make strength to fail, Psa. xxxi.
10

They testify against us, Jer. xiv. 7.
They sometimes prevail against the god-
ly, Psa. Ixv. 3.

They carry men away from God, Isa.
Ixiv, 6; Isa. lix. 2.

They make people reproach, Dan.ix.16.

They cool down the love of others,
Matt. xxiv. 12,

The Presbytery of Miramichi has ve-
solved to memorialize the Provincial Board
of Education to provide a text book, for
use in the public schools, on the Physical
effects of Alcohol. This is a step in the
right direction. Too often the reading
books in our public schools are mere gym-
nastics, collections of words which teach
the art of reading but nothing more. If
in addition to this every lesson in every
school book from the primer of beginners
to the most advanced ‘‘readers,” were
made not only a lesson in reading but a
meaus of conveying to the minds and
hearts of the young some important les-
son bearing upon their physical, mental
and moral well being, how to make the
must and best of life, incaleulable good
might result.

An old heathen philosupher, gave as at
once the highest duty and the highest aim
“kuow thyself.” A little more of self-
kunnwledee, in the course of studies in our
public schools would be a great improve-
ment. '
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WHAT DUES A REVIVAL MEAXN?
BY THE REV. J. W. JOHNSTON.

28 means —

A deeper knowledge of God.

A more perfect understanding of our re-
Iations to Him.

A greater desire to do His holy wili.

A more rintimate sonse of the Divine
Presence.

A greater love for God’s ward.

A more thorough appreciation of its
Jmeaning.

A stronger faith in its promises.

More perfect submission to its teachings.

A greater love for the means of grace.

A more intense desire to profit by them.

Greater enjoyment in private devotions.

More faith and liberty in prayer.

A stronger sense of my obligations to
the Church.

A greater willingness to do my whole
duty in the Church.

A deeper loveand closer fellowship with
the Church.

A more perfect consecration of myself
to the work of the Church.

A more solemn sense of my duty to the
unconverted.

A stronger desire for the coming of the :

kingdom of God.

More carnest prayer for the baptism of
‘the Holy Ghost.

Greater love and zeal in the work of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

I WILL TELL T.

Many a physician has gained his prac-
tice by one patient telling others of his
cure. “fTell your neighbors that you have
been to the hospital of Jesus, and been
restored, though you hated all manner of
meat, and drew near the gates of death;
and, maybe, a poor soul, just in the same
condition asfyourself will say, .* This isa
message from God to me.” _ Above all,
publish Jabroad theliLord's goodness, for
Jesus' sake. He deserves your honor.
Will you receive His blessing, and then,
like the nine lepers, give Him no praise ?
Will you be like the woman in the crowd
who was healed Ly touching the hem of
Hisfgarment, and then would have slipped
away ? \If so, I pray that the Master may
say,s *‘ Somebody hath touched me,” and
may you be compelled™to tell the truth and

.say, **I was sore sick in“soul, but I touch-
-¢d thee, O.my blessed Loxd, and Iam

.

saved, and to the praise of the glery of
Thy grace I will tell it, though devils
should hear it, I will tell it and make the
world ring with it, according to my ability,
to the praise and glory of the saving
grace.”— Spurgeon.

THE KARENS OF BURMAH.

There are few nore striking examples
of 1missionary success tkan the Karen
Missivon of the Baptists in Burmah. The
Karens are one of the hill tribes of Bur-
mah, and are found also in Siam and
China. Fifty years ago they were among
the most degraded and despised people of
these regions. In 1880 there were only
two compunities among the Northern
Baptists that contributed more to the
cause of niissions than the Karens. New
York State gave $39,469.78; Massachus-
etts'£31,312.72; and the Karen churches
over $30,000! This is a remarkable fact.
After giving the $30,000, they set them-
selves to work to raise another $25,000 to
endow a normal and industrial school.
These people, we take it, are very poor;
they belong to an inferior race, and are
compelled to do servile work and pay
heavy taxes to the dominant race of the

unery.

BIBLE READING.

BY J. A. R. DICKSON, B. D., GALT.
What God says of Strong Driuk.
The violence it creates, Prov. xx. 1

Its physical and moral blight, Prov.
xxiii. 29-35.
Warnings against its use, Lev. x. 9;

' Prov. xxxi. 4-5; Hos. iv. 11; Eph. v. 18.

Warnings against compaunying with
drinkers, Prov. xxjii. 20.

Woe to him who puts the bottle to his
neighbor’s lips, Hab. ii. 15.

Error comes through its use, Isa. xxviii.
-

7.
Woes pronounced on drinkers, Isa. v.22.
Not to be looked on even, Prov. xxiii.
31

Total abstinence for the good of others
urged, Rom. xiv. 21.

God’s approval of total abstinence,
Num. vi. 2-8; Lukei. 15; Jer. xxxv, 2-10,
see verse 19, :

From all this we see that the Bible is o
thorough temperance book. Its whole
trend is in favor of total abstinence. Let
us take our stand on its sure ground.

e
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A BRAHMIN'S TESTIMONY.

A striking testimony, recently borne by
a learned Brahmin, in the presence of two
hundred Brahmins, ofticinl students and
others, has just been published:

I have watched the missionaries and scen
what they are.  What have they come to
this country for? What tempts them to
leave their parents, friends and country,
and come to this, to them unhealthy clime?
Is it for gainor profit that they come?
Some of us, country clerks in Government
offices, receive larger salaries than they.
Is it for an easylife? See how theg work,
and then tell me.  Look at the missionary.
He came here a few years ago, leaving all,
and for ourgood! He was met with cold
looks and suspicious glances.

« He was not discouraged; he opened a
dispensary, and we said, Let the pariahs
(lowest caste people) take his medieine, we
won't; but in the time of our sickness and
our fear we were glad to go to him, and
he welcomed us. We complained at first

. if he-walked through our Brahmin streets;

but ere long, when our wives and daught-
ers were in sickness and anguish, we went
and begged him to come even into our
inner apartments—gnd he came, and our
wives and daughters now smile upon us in
health! Has he made any money by it?
Even the cost of the medicine he has given
has not been returned to him. Now what
is it that makes him do all' this for us?
It is the Bible ! T have looked intoita good

deal in different languages I chance to,

know—-it is the same in all languages.’
The Bible! there is nothing to compare
with it, in all our sacred bouks, for geod-
ness, and purity, and holiness, and love,
and formotives of action. Where did the
English people get their intelligence and
energy and cleverness and power? Itis
their Bible that gives it to them. And
they now bring it to us and say, That is
what raised us, take it and raise your-
selves. They do not force it upon us, as
did the Mohammedan® with their Koran,
but they bring it in love, and say, Lookat
it, read it, examine it, and see if it is not
good.

LIFE'S EVENING.

The evening of every man’s life is com-
ing apace. The day of life will soon be
spent. The sun, though it may be up in
mid-heaven, will pass swiftly down the
western sky and disappear.  What shall

light up man’s path when the sun of lifo
has gone down 7 He must travel on to the
next world, but what shall illuminate his
footsteps after the nightfall of his journey!
What question is move important, more
practical, more solemn, for ench reader of
our journal to ask himself ?  That isalong
journey to travel without a friend.  Yet
every man must perform it. The time is
not far distant when all men will begin the
journey. There is an evening starin the
natural world. Iis radiance is bright and
beautiful and cheering to the lenighted
traveler. But life’s evening star is good
hope. Its beauty and brilliancy are re-
flected from the Sun of Righteousuess
whose bright rays light up the evening of
life and throw their radiance quite across
the darkuess of the grave into Immanuel’s
land. It has illuminated the footsteps of
many a traveler to eternity. It is of
priceless value. A thousand worlds can-
not purchase it, yet it is offered without
money and without price to him who will
penitently and thankfully receive it.

THE MORAVIANS.

The Moravian Brotherhood is essential-
ly a Foreign Mission Church. It numbers.
some 50,000 communicants at home, and
over 110,000 : b:oad, and 1aises $4.50 per
member cach yer for foreign missions (81
per head is & ngh figure in other denom-
inations). Dr. Pierson in the Homiletic
Review says: *“ At the same ratio, if the
30,000,000 Evangelical Protestant Church
members should cpntribute, we should
have £135,000,000 instead of barely $10,-
000,000 as our missionary income, and if
the whole Christian Church would imitate
such personal consecration, the evangelical
churches would be sending into the field
§40,000 missionaries instzad of 5,000.”"—

el.

- @&
TBE SECRET OF A HAPPY DAY.

Just to leave in his dear hand
Little things;

All we cannot understand,
Al that stings;

Just to let Him take the care,
Sorely pressing;

Finding all we let Him bear
Changed to blessing:

This is all! and yet the way
Marked by Him who loves thee best—

Secret of a happy day,
Secret of his promised rest!

[,
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' 'HOW T0 BRING THEM IN.

Tt is assuinod that if p\eu{:le; whethertin
the city or country, be eXpected tu.attend

church- pevple, that is, notin tho liabit |
of attending church  they must be lovked |-

up and persuaded to duv se. This is re-
garded as one of the pressing duties of
the Chure'y at the presvntfime.  But how
is this to he done ?

A first thought' with many people, aud
perbaps o natural vie, is that the mnister
must do.it. The pasturs ave to luvk after
the flock, but alss Luild up the cungrega-
_ tions by bringing int, them men aud wo-

men who shall thus be helped on the way

to salvation.

Another thought cuing more sluwly 18
that it should be dune by persuns appoint-
eil to.it, who, being chosen because of fit-
ness for that kind of duty, shall be paid
:for their services. L

_ - Acthird one, coming more slowly still,
_"is that it should be done by Christian men
< and women as part of their ordinary re-
ligious practice. And this, though it do
.come slowly, and has, therefore, buta
slight hold upon the mind of the churches,
is the ono that is now being urged by many
of thoso who are for.most in usefulness.
. It gets to be more and more believed that
in proportion as the membors of the
churches,elders, deacons, men and women,
and even children, interest themselves in
its work, it will & ~ They outsid
ypeople will come iito. it, dipwn by the life
it exhibits-or the efforts it puth-forth, and
it will assimilate them so well ‘that they
will becomne permanent partsof its. This
will:nut du away with pastoral work, but

16 will give it better direction and increase

its efliciency. — United Presbyterian,

. —- .
WHY THE CHRISTIAN SHOULD
CUNFESS CHRIST.

‘Every human being is the centre of a
circle of influence.

is usell to point harangues against church .

membership, und tv put gtumbling-blocks
in the way of tumpted suuls, In truth it

is religivn_which Lus made thesy excelleint )

men what they are. They will admit it.
They have grewn up under the influence
of the guspel. To it they are indebted
for what they are.
many of its Lenefits, and arve showing
much of its power, and conforming . to
many of the obligations that it .nposes.
But by failing to coufirm tu one duty,
which is luvked upon. by the world as the
peeulinr qnark of religion in the chureh,
they are” practically attacking what they
aduire. It is not a light. thing for them
thus to permit their lives, whose inspiring
influence really is religiun, to be pleade
against that religion itself.

THE SABBATH. .
By the law of the Fourth Commind-

ment, the meraful -Greator ordains-that <

all classes of men should bave one day in
the seven for rest and worship.  Aund this

law is essential to all men’s ivell-being.. -

Science demonstrates that just as seven or
eight howrs' sleop in every twenty-fourare

essential for the continuance of life and. -

reasun, so, equally, the safety-valve of life
is one day’s rest in every-seven: It is.
equally the rule, which mag possibly have-
exceptions, that the man who has no Sab-
bath has no religion; and if you want to
rob a man of his religion,
to rob him of his Sabbath.

Thé Lord’s Day is tho special season for :

the worship of God, for the services of the™
sanetuary, fox the cultivation of household -

piety, and for works of usefulness. But -
where will be t' : pleasure, ¢cven the pos- -
sibility, of enyagingin these dutiesaright, -
if the carcs and disturbances of the week
are permitted to intermingle with the pro-
per business of the ¢y ? )
The covetousness which would gather

The upright, moral  riches at all hazards, is the reason why so

men of our congregations.¥who are non- , many labors are carried on on the Lords

commmunicants, do unintentionally an im- | Day, fur which there can be no

mense amouut of harm to the church.

cither necessity or mercy. We have the.

The puver, the better, thehigher they are, | word of the living God that prosperity,
the more prejudicial is their example; for | temporal and spiritual, follow honest Sab-

they are pointed to as noble specimens of | bath-keeping.

¢ The mouth-of the Lord

what men can be without religion, and | hath spoken it;" and the experience of all
they are contrasted with mean spirited and | ages and of all men testifies to its truth. -
inconsistent professors; and the contrast | —Rev. d. F. Douglas._
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