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The Teacher’s !IISohtbly.

Vol. IV.

DECEMBER, 1898.

No. 12.

The Helps for this issue, and for the corres-
ponding Lessons of the Senior Quarteriy, have

been prepared, in the crder of their date, by

Revs.,-—R. Mackay, Hemmingford, A. E. Mit-
chell, Almonte; J. MacDougall, Holton ; and
H. Gracey, Gananoque.

— -

This issue of the TEACHRRS’ MONTHLY is
gent ‘to press with thankfulness,—that the
extra-work and care of the year is in large

measure past,—that in spite of initial and un--

foreseen difficulties, which almost threatened
disaster, so large a measure of success has
‘been granted,—that ministers have responded-

so readily and heartily with assistance in pre- | God for these bereavements, they have saved

tains ‘‘ but one original iden clearly stated,
and but one story well told.”” Merein is-the
philosophy of a good and brief talk. Give
one idea and one story. Do not tell hulf &
dozen stories, however good they may be.

"'Too many plums are not palatable, even in

pudding.—S. S, World.

The record book of every Christian’s lifehas
some pages-in it that were written at the bid-
ding of that-severe teacher, Disappointment.

Tears-may have blotied and blurred the page:

at the time, but as we turn over that page
now, and read it iz the light of experience,
we can write beneath it, * Thank God for
these losses, they are everlasting gain. Thank

poring. ‘the Helps, —and that superintendents my soul from being bereaved in Heaven.”

and teachers have given such kindly welcome
to them and kind words for them.

All-payments for the S. S. Helps for 1898
should be sent to- Rev. E. Scott, Montreal,
and all correspondence, orders, and payments
for S.S. Helps for 1899 to Rev. R. D, Fraser,
592 Markham St., Toronto.

‘When a visitor is suddenly called upon to
make & Sunday-school talk, he thinks that he

has nothing to say. But when he begins to

talk, one thing suggests another, and he

speaks longer than he intended and longer

than the s1perintendent wishes, without, per-

heps, havirg said -anything worth hearing or-

Tememberivg. Had he talked less he might
have acco-uplished more.
makes fiv- minute speech; buta simple rule

may be } pful. At the Phi Beta Kappa

‘meeting=
auditars

‘Harvard, Judge Hoar delights his
‘h afive minute speech. It con-

It is not easy to

!

¢ All things work together for good to them
that love God : to them who are the called
according to His purpose.’’—Cuyler.

¢ The chief business of youth-is not pleas-

are but character-building. A frivolous youth
Good times.

usually causes- a fruitless life.
are bad when they are put in the place of
life’s serivus business.”

Equanimity 6f mind is the-great catholicon
of humanity. Let all who would have length
of days, whatever may be their station in life,
strive for an equable frame of mind,’

¢ The superintendent who aims to do his full
duty needs to be patient, prompt, progressive
pleasant, polite, pushing, purposeful and

‘prayerful.”?

A holy life has = voice ; it speaks when the
tongue is silent, and is either a constant at-
traction or a perpetual reproof.—Hinton,

As you learn, teacl, as you get, give; s youn
receive, distribute. —C -H. Spurgeon.
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'HE INSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURES,
BY PROF. GEORGE T. PURVES, D, D.

By the inspiration of the Soriptures the
Church means that divine operation by which
the Bible was made to be the written word of
God, the truthful communication of what he
wished to teach men, and, therefore, gince the
message pertaing to what God requires them
to believe and do, the infallible rule of their
faith and practice. We may believe on evi-
dence that the Bible is thus inspired, even if
we cannot understand what the precise opera-
tion was which we call inspiration.

All of God’s activity in the world is mysteri-
ous, and may rationally be believed on the
ground of its results without its method being
understood. Thus his daily providence con-
trols and directs all things, althongh the way
in-whioch it does so is beyond our comprehen-
. sion. Inlike manner we are not obliged to
explain how he inspired the Bible. It is
enough that we have reason to believe that in
some way he did make it to bethe perfectly
truthfal communication of His mind and will.

At the same time we may properly examine
the cbaracteristics of the Bible, and so acquire
at least some idea of how the divine operation,
which we call inspiration, proceeded. Thus
it i3 clear that it did not exclude human
agenniesin the production of the Bible. These
books were written by men. The volume
was not prepared in heaven and then sent to
earth. It was wrought out through human
agents just as Providence operates through
second causes, upholding and controlling them
instead of setting them aside.

Then, farther, it isclear that in the useof
these human agents the latter acted in the fall
exercise of their natural powers and in accord-
ance with their specific mental peculiarities.
The biblical historian gathered his material
as other historiansdo, and composed his narra-
tivefrom his own special point of view. The
biblical poet was filled with the fhought to
which he gave expression a~d sang with the
fervor of any otherbard. The biblical prophet
and teacher delivered his message as traly with
an intelligent conviction of its meaning, as
any other teacher can have. The Bible is
thug, in a true sense, a human production,
stamped with theindividualities of its separate
writers. .
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Moreover, its production was conditioned by
the progress of the historical revelation which
it records. Inspiration is not synonymous
with revelation. Revelation was the com-
munication of truth by God to ‘uose whom he
chose to be the agents through whom he
would give it to us. Inspiration is the opera-
tion by which he enabled them truthfully to
transmit it, Of course, to us their message
becomesin time a révelation; but in the pro-
cess of giving it to us, the revelation to the
messenger and the inspiration by which he
transmitted it should be distingunished.

Now the composition of the Seriptures was,
we say, conditioned by the degree to which
revelation slowly advanced. The Scriptures
present a gradual growth. Their teaching
unfolds. Their ideas unroll. The mind and
will of Ged become clearer as we proceed
through the volume.

The revelation itself also wasa complex pro-
cess. It consisted partly of words spoken to
men directly by God;of visions granted to
chosen seers; of flashes of truth seen by gifted
minds; of miracles; of mysterious communica-
tions to prophets, and partly also of providen-
tial events which made clear God’s will and
purpose, and of the illamination of the minds
of holy. men who reflected upon previous reve-
lations and the experience of believers. In-
spiration, it is clear, made use of all this pro-
cess of revelation, and so operated that the ad-
vancing revelation was truthfully preserved
and the message of God to men faithfully re-
corded to be their perpetual gunide and rule
of life.

Hence we may best think of inspiration asa
constant control or superintendence exercised
by God in the production of the Bible. This
will prevent our conceiving of it as mechani-
cal, and so making our doctrine opposed to
theobvious facts of Scripture. On the other
hand, it will assure us that the Bible is per-
feotly trustworthy, its statements true, its
teachings divine, its commands obligatory.
We shall enjoy the pleasure of approaching it
on its human side, where we can feel that it
is really the product of man’s mind, and,
therefore, in sympathy with our own experi-
ences. Yet we can accept it as divine in all
its parts, and, when we have interpreted its
nieaning, use it as our nfallible teacher.

If now it be asked on what groundswe be-




lieve the Seriptures thus to be inspired, a four-
fold answer may be given.

First, without assauming’ the inspira tion
of Scripture, we may treat the New Testa-
ment books as simply historical documents
which give us an account of Jesus Christ and a
roport of his teaching. From this it can be
shown that he accepted the Old Testament as
inpired and authoritative (see e. g. Matt. 5:
17, 18; Mark 12 12: 35, 36; Luke 24: 44-46;
John 5: 37-47,) and that he commissioned his
his apostles to be also authoritative teachers,
promising the Spirit to guide them into all
truth (e g., Luke 24: 48, 49; John 14: 26; 16:
18, 14.) Our Lord, therefore, gave us the
Old Testament and aposiolic teaching as our
divinely authoritative rule. This involves the
authority of the whole Bible.

Secondly. When we examine the Scrip-
tures, which Christ thus gave us as authorita-
tive, we find that they teach a doctrine of
Holy Scripture which represents it as inspir-
ed and infallible, affirming this both of the
Old Testament (e. g., Rom. 3: 2; 2 Tim. 3: 15-
16;1 Cor. 10;11) and of their own writings
(e g., 2 Thess. 2: 15; 1 John 4, 5; Rev.
22: 18, 19.) If, therefore, Christ endowed
the aposties as authoritative teachers, we are
bound to accept their doctrine of Scripture
a8 well as the rest of their teaching.

But, thirdly, this high claim of Scripture
for itself is confirmed by its characteristics.
Its unity of teaching, the sublimity of its
message, the fulfillment of its predictions,
its remarkable reserve on topics where know-
ledge would not serve religious ends, above
all, its representation of the Saviour and of
the way of life, abundantly testify not only
to the truth of the revelation contained in it,
but also to 2 divine operation by which the
Scripture record was itself produced.

Finally, in the experience of believers the
Bible evidences itself to be the word of God
by its adaptation to instruct, console, edu-
cate, and sanctify them; so that nonecan long
use it for spiritual purposes'without being con-
vinced that it is different from &1l other books,
and that it accredits itself to the souls of
God’s children as indeed their Father’sword.

Thus our belief in the inspiration of the
Scriptures is the result of several converging
lines of argument. One man, no doubt, will
be chiefly affected by one argument,another by

another, But the convergence of all lines
of proof leads to an intelligent and deepen-
ing conviction, Hence we may confidently
expect that in our day,asin the past, the
Bible will maintain in the hearts of God’s
people its rightful supremacy.

‘We must expect it to be attacked, for it is
the fate of all truth to be assailed in the
world. We should expect, also, that more
and more light will be cast, by study and
research, upon its meaning, for truth is ever
becoming clearer as the Church moves for-
ward toward her goal. But, as followers of
Christ and his apostles, we are bound ever to
hold that the Scriptures have been given us
by God’s special operation, and no supposed
discovery should easily shake our faith in
their truthfulness. Our constant effort as
Bible students should rather be to acquire
every means within our power of understand-
ing the meaning of this inspired volume.—
Westminster Teacher.

MAKING OUR OWN HEAVEN.

Everyone carries in himself the elements of
his own happiness or wretchedness. It is the
heart that gives color to our skies and tone to
the music we hear. Sins in earlier years put
thorns in the pillow of age. Conscience violat-
ed heaps up sorrows for life’s late days ; but a
well-lived life stores away memories which
make celestial music to cheer the decaying
years. Norman McLeod said that * nothing
makes a man so contented as an experience
gathered from a well-watched past.” We can
insure full happiness only by living no one
day whose memory will make us ashamed or
give us pain, as we sit in the eventide shadows
and recallit. An unholy life yields a harvest
of wretchedness and misery in old age. Buta
life of obedience to God, of faithfulness to
duty, of personal purity and uprightness, and
of unselfish, Christlike service, will make
old age like a garden of fruits and flowers. As
a river is broadest and deepest towards its
mouth, so a trueand well-lived life flows with
its fullest stream toward its close. The near-
er heaven God’s saints get, the more do the
hegvenly influences fill their lives.-—Sel.

SR
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CHRISTIAN SELFISHNESS.

The adjective Christian does not belong
righfully to the noun selfishness, but let it
stand. It is more expressive’ than to say, the
selfishness of Christians. Oneortwo incidents
mayillustrate the meaning. A friend said to me:

¢ At the prayer meeting last week, one who
gave testimony was a woman with a sweet,
suintly face. Whatshe said was so gentleand
kind, so altogether charming, that I wasim-
pressed. Yesterday, after drinking at the
fountein, I stumbled in climbing the stone
steps and fell, bruising my knee. AsI rose
with some difficulty, I saw this same woman
close at hand, the only person near. But she
never approached me, nor said & word of ques-
tion if I was hurt—just stared coldly at me.
I wouldn’t have treated the veriest rag-a-
muffin so. No more prayer mesting talks for
me.”

¢ He discourses beautifully about self-sacri-
fice, but he always picks out the finest bunch
of grapes at table.”

¢ She's very sanctimonious, but she’ll work
every way to get the first turn to see the doc-
tor.”

Who has not heard criticism such as the
above.

“Pity ’tis, ’tis true,”
that spoil the vines,”

These instances point to the flaw which ex-
ists in many a character. While & man may
be equal to great sacrifices for the Master's
cause, he may altogether neglect the trifling
self-denials called for by every-day life. We
need to show to others a Christianity which is
not uncomfortable to live with,

There is also a certain exclusiveness, which
is not far from selfishness. Were you never
in a gathering of Christian people—say a
prayer meeting-—which seemed something like
the membership of a secret order, in which
you had no part or lot? There was almosta
pride of spiritual experience, a distant air of
*‘stand aside, Iam holier than thou,” which
should be foreign to the follower of the meek
and lowly Jesus. The lightest touch on such
a theme may appear like picking flaws, but
truth is truth, and if spoken in an impersonal
manner, it may the more effectively reach the
individual. A bow down at a venture sent
the arrow to the king’s heart.

¢ The littie foxes

Let us be closer imitators of Him who
¢“pleased not Himself ”’—who ‘was on earth
¢ as one that serveth.” Let us endeavor to
““adorn the doctrine.’’ —Helen A. Hawley, in
New York Observer.

—

RUSKIN’S TESTIMONY.

After our chapters (from two to three a day
necording to their length,) the first thing after
breakfast I had to learn a few versas by heart,
or repeat, to make sure I had nct lost some-
thing of what was already known; and, with
the chapters thus gradually possessed, from
the first to the last I had to learn the whole
body of the fine old Scottish paraphrases,
which are good, melodious, and forceful
verses, and to which, together with the Bible
itself, I owe the first cultivation of my ear in
sound. Though I have picked up the ele-
ments of alittle further knowledge in mathe-
matics, meteorology, and the like, in after
life, and owe not a little to the teaching of
many people, this material installation of my
mind in that property of chapters I count
very confidently the most precious, and, on
the whole, the one essential part of my educa-
tion.-~John Ruskin.

The whole range of skeptical literature from
Hume to Huxley I bave left severely alone.
Why swallow poisons, and then run the risk
of the antidote or the stomach pump ?*—Theo-
dore L. Cuyler.

My faith is that though a great man may,
by & rare possibility, be an infidel, an intel-
lect of the highest order must build on Chris-
tianity.’’—De Quincey.

‘¢ If all the time we waste in dreaming of
To-morrow were spent in making To-day
richer and more beautiful, thers would be
little room for discontent.”

Not the good that comes to us, but the
good that comes to the world is tne measure

of our success.

The popularity will soon perish euas .3 paid
for in principle.

“¢ Pleasure pursued is never pre.wwu.”
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THE JOY OF SERVICE.

We are accustomed to say that the only
true, deep, and unfailing joy is that which we
may find in God. We read of the joy of the
Lord, of rejoicing in God. Christ promises
his own joy to his believers. Joy, therefore.
is the inheritance of the Christian. Yet not
all Christians are happy. Many whose faith
in Christ is unmistakable have joy only in the
quiet lulls of life,

What then is the secret of true and abiding
Christian joy. There is one kind of life which
contains the master secret of joy ; it is a life
of service. It beginsin consecration to Christ.
It includes trust,.reposing upon God. But
there can be no continued, quiet confidence if
there be no activity. Still waters stagnate.
Even trust without action soon loses its rest-
fulness.

Work itself is always a helper of happiness.
Indolence is never happy. The happiest man
is the busy man. Even physical health de-
pends largely upon occupation. No man able
for duty who isnot busy can be traly and
deeply happy. He may be living a life of
happiness. 1t is a blessing that mosb people,
when sorrow comes, dare not pause to indulge
their grief. Their duties are waiting for therq,
waiting so clamorously that they cannot lin-
ger even for the tender sentiment of sorrow.
1t is well that isso. The activity keeps the
heart from breaking and preserves the life
from the morbidity whichso often sorrow pro-
duces when the hands lie folded.

Work is thena secret of happiness. It
saves the heart from being overcharged. The
emotions which otherwise would lie pent up
to the hurt of the life are wrought out in ac-
tivities which bless others while they produce
health and wholesomeness in him who per-
forms them.

But there is something higher and diviner
yet than even work alone. Work may be
selfish. It may be solely for the advancement
of one’s interests, without. any thought of
another’s benefit or comfort. But if we add
to work the element of serving, we have one
of the noblest of all the secrets of joy.

Serving comes from loving—it is love’s ex-
pression. Love is ready always for service,
In every glimpse of heavenly life shown to us
in the Bible we.find service as the highest ex-
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pression of activity. The angels who appear
ceming and going between heaven and earth,
are always engaged in service. Their mission
is described in one sentence: ‘¢ Are they not
all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister
for them who shall be heirs of salvation?’
We know that the angels possess the secret
of joy—they are represented as praising God
continually. It is the joy of service that fills
their heart.

The highest of all beings is God himself, and
God lives not forhimself. Every revealing of
God shows him to us as a God who serves his
creatures, In the life of Christ, where we
have the revealing of the divine character in
all his beauty, we find the most wonderful
gerving. Neverdid any other man live for his
friends as Jesus lived for his. On the last
night of his life we see him clad as a servant,
washing his disciples’ feet. No picture of
Jesus in all the Gospels is truer to the very
heart of his life than this. A little later he
actually gave his life in his matchless service
of love. Thus this divinest of all ideals of
life is seen serving unto the uttermost.

We know that in this service Jesus found
deep and holy joy. It used to be thought
that he was a sad man. ~ There is a tradition
that he never smiled. But this conception of
Jesus could not have been true. He was, in-
deed a man of sorrows, but there was in his
heart & deep joy which even his sorrows could
not quench. He spoke repeatedly of his joy
and of his peace, One of the New Testament
writers tells us that for the joy set before him
he endured the cross, despising theshame.

The joy of sorvice is, therefore, the sweet-
est holiest joy possible. After the best hap-
piness that can come through all other pure
sources, human or divine, the joy that means
the most to the heart and life is that which is
found in loving and serving others in the
name of Christ.—J. B. Miller in Westminster
Teacher.

Some of the greatest banes of modern life
are the Sunday newspapers, Sunday excur-
sions, Sunday frolics and Sunday visitation.
They tend to debase character, demoralize the
conscience, harden the heart and ruin the
soul.—Presbyterian.



TO-DAY.

The trouble with most of us is that we post-
pono until to.morrow what we ghould do to-
day. To-morrow, like to-day, will be com-
posed of only twenty-four hours; and the
supposition is, that to-morrow will bring with
it all the duties that can be performed during
its existence.

There are scores of things that we do not
like to do, but which must be done. They
are, therefore, too often hunded over until the
next day—which often means that they will
never be attended to. That is my experience
and I suppose it is the general experience of
my readers,

Theave is food for thought in the words,
“ To-day, if ye will hear His voice, harden not
your hearts,”

Proorastination is not only the thief of time,
but, too often, also the thief of happiness and
contentment.

If you want to be worried nearly to death
get into the habit of continually postponing
duties that you ought to perform. They ac-
cumulate to such an extent that there seems
to be no cnd to them.

To-morrow is a poor time to which to put
off the performance of obligations. Why, to-
morrow is not ours, It never was even prom-
ised us,

If it had been I would not write what I am
writing in this article.

In Jersey City there lived a man who prom-
ised to do mo a favor the next day. He could
have dono it the day I was talking with him,
but he postponed it. On the next day—the
promisod day—I was over to see him early in
the morning. To my surprise there was the
emblem of death on hie door; and after enter-
ing his home I was told that he was in Heaven.
He went to a good place, but not where he
could make his promise to me good. °

To-day is the accepted time to do that which
you ough’ to do. To-morrow is a day which
you may perhaps have granted to you to finish
up the *‘ impoasibles ” of the day before.

Most of the heart-burnings that come to us
are the result of postponement of duties to an-
other timo,

A young man’s mother was sick. He knew
it was his duty to go and see her the day he
heard tho sad nows, but he put off the visit to

the next day. And when he arrived at the
house where his mother resided her eyes wera
closed in death.

That young man is now over fifty years of
age, & Sunday-school superintendent, and all
that is good in many other respects. But the
looks sad, talks sadly, and often feels very
sad. Many times he has told me that he can-
not forget the incident related. To-morrow
was not given to his mother. She received
the call to come home the day before to-
morrow.

What a long day to-morrow would have to
be if we could accomplish in it all that we
have set ourselves to do. While writing this
article I stopped to think what I have given
myself to do to-morrow. Too much of a load
have I given over to Thursday ; and I have
come to the conclusion to do a little more on
Wednesday.

There is a pleasure in squaring things up
every day, so that when you lie down to rest
you are not annoyed by the ghosts of the next
day that will not permit yon to slesp.

Inever knew but one man who could and
did say, *If I should die to-night my business
affairs are all in proper shape.” He claimed
that he never went to bed until all his work
was done; yet he retired early. He was a
very methodical man, and with him it was al-
way ‘‘business hefore pleasure.”

Harden not your hearts to-day against any
good calls. Win for yourselves the approba-
tion of God and good people by not putting off
till to-morrow what you can and should do to-
day. )

My little grandchild put her arms around my
neck, and said, ‘I want to kiss you fifty times
to-day.” 1 proposed that she should divide
the number-—part that day and part the next.,
But even that little one knew better than to
wait until to-morrow to give that which she
thought was her duty to give at once.

No better time to do that which must be
done than now. Good as regards the affairs of
thisworld ;. but positively necessary when our
eternal interests are directly considered.—Gxo.
R. Scorr, in Sabbath Reading.

‘¢ His end is sure whose aims are pure.”
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SOME THOUGHTS ON CHARACTER
BUILDING.

Every one who takes & half mile walk with
us, or talks with us ten minutes, lays some-
thing on the wall of our life. The bovks we
read do their part in our character building.
Ounr thoughts also have their important place
among thebuilders. As we think, so we grow,
Trifling thoughts—a flippant, shallow life.
Sad thoughts—a sombre character. Reverent
thoughts—a life on which rests the hallowed
marks of divinity. Not only do they go into
the walls of our life, but when they are uttered
they go out iato the world and build them-
selves into the world and build themselves
into the character of others, becoming impulses
—inspirations—in people’s hearts.

Very grave is the responsibility of the man
or woman who writes a book—a novel, for ex-
ample, whioh catches the fauoy of people and
is read by thousands. ‘It is a great success,”
men say. Yes; but what does it put into the
lives of those who read it? What impulses
does it start? What impressions doesit leave?
Does it kindle holy or unholy fires in the
hearts of its readers? Is it gold, silver, costly
stones, or is it wood, hay and stubble, that it
builds into life-walls? Itis a high privilege
to be permitted to write words that carry in
them the seeds of good, that become strength,
encouragement, cheer, hope, and comfort, in
other lives. But suppose that one’s writings
carry in them the poison of moral death—
what serious accounting must the writer
have when the harvest is gathered up !

It is bad enough to be a useless Christian,
doing no good, building nothing that will last;
but it is sadder far to live to tear down, with
unhallowed hand, what others, with love,
prayer, and toil, have built up ; or, by unlov-
ing and censorious words, to discourage those
that are sincerely trying to do God’s work and
to bless other lives. We should all pray to be
saved from the doom of those who destroy the
temple of God.

No doubt many of us build much rubbish
into our character. We read books that do us
no good, even if they leave in us no virus of
evil. We indulge in thoughts, feelings, im-
aginings, longings, which build up in us noth-
ing that we can carry into eternity. We spend

hounrs in conversations, at best of only idle
words, imparting no inspiration toward better
things. Whether in our own life or in the
lives of those about us, only that whick is
white and will last forever is fit building ma.
terial.—J. R. MILLER.

ILLUSTRATING THE BIBLE.

¢“The Bible picture roll, with its true and
tastefully colored pictures, one for each lesson
in the year, deserves a more general use than
it already has. A noted kindnergartner had
said to me: ‘Children think in images, and
they should have pictures with their Sunday-
school lessons—good pictures, that will not
give them distorted ideas.’ She was delighted
when shown the Bible picture-roll.

‘¢ The Sunday-school Bible should be illus-
traded with objects as well as pictures. But
here is a great danger. ¢ Pegs of various col-
ors, slightly larger than matches,’ represent-
ing Christ and his apostles, and other persons
mentioned in a lesson, make one shudder be-
cause they so belittle the truth. On oneocca-
sion a teacher, giving a lesson on the fall of
Adam and Eve, used a green worted snake
to represent Satan! Such illustrations give
children misconceptions of truth rather than
conceptions. People represented by pegs,
even the Christ, cannot have an uplifting,
broadening influence upon the minds of child-
ren. Sunday-school teachersdo not need urg-
ing in the line of objectillustration, but rather
do they need restraining. Kindergartners
tell us that there is danger of too much stimu-
lation the imagination in the use of symbols;
that they blunt perception, and sentimental-
ism is fostered by the too free use of them.
Let us ask ourselves, you and I, if we have
no} committed offense in this direction.

‘“Let us help the children themselves to
illustrate the Bible. This we cando by giving
them something to do in connection with the
lessons—guiding them in appropriate motions
in the recitation of Scripture texts, particu-
larly selections from the Psalms, by giving
them blocks or other materials to reproduce
the story of the lesson ; by giving them sew-
ing cards to stitch at home during the week
cards which contain a picture symbolizing the
lesson, and, underneath, the golden text to be
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memorized, so that the impression given in
the lesson muy be continued and deepened,
and also that the mother’s interest and co-
operation may be sccured.”"—Mrs. W. F.
Crarrs, in The Times. )

THE IMPORTANCE OF VISITING.

¢‘ The teacher as a visitor will be astonished
at the way in which doors will swing open to
his touch. ‘He who has his haud on the head
of a child has it on the heart of the mother.’
Freddie's teacher has a welcome to the home
which no one else enjoys, and Freddie’s own
dignity and sense of importance are wonder-
fully inoreased when his teacher calle. One
rale about visiting is never to be forgotten. If
it is impossible for you to call often at the
homes of your scholars, be sure that you go
once. You cannot understand the child’s
blessingsor the child’s temptations unless you
see the child’s home, and realize what influ-
ences are at work there to help or to hinder
you in your efforts to build up the youthful
character. Perhaps in calling at the homes of
your pupils it may be your happy privilege to
invite the parents to attend the church ser-
vices. Many a little child coming info the
Sunday-school has been the means of bringing
& whole family tochurch.”—2frs. A. F. Schau-
ler, in Dr. Peloubet’s Senior Quarterly.

‘‘Both from observation and experience, I
am persuaded that there is no part of the work
more important than home visitation.

*¢ The true teacher is one called of God; the
earnest vigiting teacher is the real missionary.
Whether she should visit her scholars once a
week or once a year are questions of degree:
the first postulate is the duty of visiting at
all.

““There are two considerations to be looked
at—the how and the where. We would sug-
gest, first, bave a real errand to the home of
thechild,

‘‘Study to remember each child’s name, so
that Mary wont say, ‘ Teacher called me
Annie ; I’m afraid she didn’t come to see me.’
Put heart into your visit, even to the very
worst and most wretched, and the love you
beget will repay you a.thousandfold. ‘We
belongs to you and you belongs to us,’ said a

\

poor little boy to his loving teacher. ¢ Which
teacher is sick ?? said a mother to her daugh-
ter. ¢Oh, mamma,’ was the reply, ‘theone
that loves the children so.’

Second, visit so0 as to study vhe child’s home
You cannot do yourhest work unless acquaint-
ed with the home influences, dangers, and
trials of the ohild’s everyday life ; with the
character of parents and friends; your niost
helpful illustrations will be drawn from this
vicinity.

Third, try to secure co-operation of parents ;
consult with them, and interest them in the
preparation of the Sunday-school lesson, and
try to secure attendance at church if non-
church-goers.

Lastly, do visit the sick child often ; carry
with you some loving tokeii—a flower, picture
or some such thing ; chat encouragingly and
lovingly ; read some sweet story, or text or
passage out of the Bible ; or, if the ohild can-
not be visited, write a little letter. Perhaps
gsome one says all this takes time and isa
severe task ; but who would not be taxed here
to read herea’ter in the Lamh’s book of life
the names of the precious ones committed to
our care?

As to time, take time ; deny yourself to
some one or something that need you not half
so much ; sacrifice some social function ; the
afternoon tea neglect, the new dress attend to
later on ; Jesus wants these children visited ;
for his sake you must take time to doit. He
will help you.’’—23Irs. 8. 4. Day, in the Sun-
day-School Herald.

** There is beauty Youth can never know,

With all the lusty radiance of his prime,

A beauty the sole heritage of time,

That gilds the fabric with a sunset glow,

That glorifies the wrk it soon lays low !

There is a charm in Age, well-nigh sablime,

That lends new lustre to the poet’s rhyme,

As mountain peaks are grander crowned
with snow.

How gay the laugh of Youth ! but, oh, how
brave :

The stately weakness of a reverend Age !

Be ours the task to solace and to cheer,

To fondly yuide its footsteps to the grave,

To print a blessing on the final page,

And cherish memories forever dear!*?
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Lesson X,
Lesson, 2 Kings 22; 8-20,

4. And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan
the scribe, L have fuund the ok of the law in the
house of the Lord: and Hilkiah gave the book to
Shaphan, and he read it.

y. And Shaphun the seribe came to the king, and
brought the king word again, and suid, Thy scivants
have gathered the money that was found in the
house, and have delivered it into the hand of them
thut d“rulw cmak, that have the oversight of the

ouse of the N
hlo Aud shaphan the seribe showed the king, say-
ing, Hilkinh the priest hath deliveled me a E;ook:
and Shaphan read it before the king.

11. And it came to pess, when the kinzi‘had heard
the words of the book of the law, that he rent his
clothes.

llz, And the king commanded Hilkiah the Eriust,
and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor theson
of Michaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asahiah a
servantof the king's, saying,

13, Go ye; inquire of ilic Lord for me. and for the
people, and for all Judah, concerniug the wordsof
his book that i8 found : for great is the wrath of the
Lord that_is kindled agaiust us, because our fathers

do according unto ull that which is written concern-

ing us.

nﬁ. So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor,
and Shaphan, and Asabiah, went unto Huldah the
prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah,

" THE BOOK OF THE LAW FOUND.
Read 2 Chron, 34,

December 4th, 1898.
Commit Verse 19,

son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; (now she
dwelt in Jerusalem in the college ;) and they com-
muned with her .

16. And she said unto them, Thus saith the Lord
God of Israel, Tell the man that sent you to me,

16, Thus saith the Lord, Behold. I will bring evil
upon this place, and ufon the ishabitants thereof,
¢ven all the words of the book which the king of
Juaah hath read: .

17. Because they have forsaken me. and have burn?
Incense unto other gods, that they might provoke me
to unger with all the works of their hands ; therefore
my wrath shall be kindled against this place, and
shall not be quenched.

18 But to tae king of Judah, which sent you toin-
quiraof the Lord, thus shall you say to him, Thus
suith the Lord God of Israel, As touching the words
which thou hast heard;

1., Because thine heart wastender, and thou hast
humbled thyselt before the Lord, when thou keardest

what I spake against this place, and against the
juhabitants thereof, that they should become a Jeso-
lation, and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and,
wept before me; 1 also have heard thee, saith the

have not_hearkened unto the words of this book, to Lord

20 Behold, therefore, I will gather thee unto thy
fathers, and thou shalt be fathercd into thy gravein
ace ; and thine eyes shall not see all theevilwhich
will bring upon this place. And they brought the

king word n,

GOLDEN TEXT.

“ Blessed are thoy‘t-hsl: koep
his testimonies, and that seck

DAILY READINGS.

M, A good King, 2Kings 22: 1.7,
T, The Book of the Law found,

OCATECHISNL

Q. 47. What is forbidden in the
first commandment?

A. The first commandment for-
him with the whole heart.’— 2 Kings 23, 820, biddeth the denying or not Wor -
Psa.119: 2. W. Effect of the Book, 2 Kings 23: shipping and | ,gﬂ[%n the rue

. ' God a: our ; &l
- T, Plit;izgs away evil, 2 Kings 23: gvingofhthnt worshlg a’ndnglor;
LESSO0 LAN. P, Thelaw in the heart, Deut, 6: | g] :Jg other which is due to Him
1. The Law Found, vs. 8-1(. 1-13

2. The King’s Sorrow, vs. 11-13,
3. The Doom of 8in, vs, 14-17.
4. Mercy to Penitence, vs 18-20,

8. He'?ihiem' and fear, Deut, 35 :
8, The perfect law, Psalm 19; 7-14.

LESSON HYMNS,
Nos. 92, (Ps,) 435, 504, 575,

INTRODUCTORY NOTES.

The character of Josiah is almost a puzzle,
when we remembesr that his father and grand-
father were the wickedest of all the kings of
Judah. One would suppose that if heredity
had anything to do with determining charac-
ter, Josiah could not be the good man that he
was—tender in conscience, true to his convic-
tions, and faithful to his God.

Similar remarks might. be made, on the
other hand, about Manassch; for wicked and
idolatrous as he was, his father was the good
Hezekiah, who did so mnuch to restore the
worship of the true God.

We find, however, that Manasseh was only
twelve years old when his good father died,
and Josiah only eight at the time of the death
of his wicked father, Amon; but that Amon
himself was twenty-two years old when his
father Manasseh died, It is said that  ex-

ample is stronger than precept,” and a study
of these facts would suggest that example has
wmore influence than heredity.

Neither Manasseh nor Josiah had much
opportunity of observing their father’s con-
duct; but Amon was of full age before his
father’s death; and he was the only one of thLe
three who copied his father’s life. Whet
other circumstances surrounded Manasseh
and Josiah we do not know—perhaps a
mother’s influence was in the former case evil,
and in the latter good; butat all events the
environment of a young person has much to
do with his character and subsequent coh-
duct.

2.—The twelfth chapter of this book gives
an account of collecting money and repairing
the temple, somewhat similar to that recorded
in this chapter. Probubly these repairs again
became necessary because of the act of Heze-
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kiah, who bought off the Assyrians by means
of gold taken from the temple, 2 Ki. 18: 13-16.
The money seems to have been raised by
means of the regular poll tax, levied accord-
ing to thelaw laid down in Ex, 30:11-16. In
addition to this the twelfth chapter iefers to
other voluntary gifts from the people who
came to worship in the temple.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

8. The book of the law.—~We do not
know exactly what the contents of this book
were, but it probably contained the main
portions of the moral and ceremonial laws laid
down in what we call the Books of Moses.

Whether it was the same as the Book of the
Covenant mentioned in Ex, 24: 7 we do not
know; but-it was probably the same with
additions. According to Deut. 17: 18, the

‘king was to make for himself a copy of this

book from one which, according to Deut. 31:
26, was kept beside the Ark of the Convenant
in the Tabernacle and Temple, for the use of
the priests.

1f theee regulations had been attended to
the Book would not have been lost, and
therefore could not be found, as recorded in
our lesson; neither would the king have been
ignorant of its contents. The word found
suggests that either it had not been kept in
its proper place in the house, or that it had
been allowed through carelessness to become
covered up with other things; and thus the
mein purpose for having it there was defeated.
House of the Lord—If the 23rd and other
pealms attributed to David were really written
by him, then this phrase, ¢ House of the
Lord,” was used as & name for the Tabernacle
set up in the wilderness. The first use of the
phrase in the historical books connects it with
the temple which Solomon was then beginning
to build; see 1 Ki. 6: 1.

9. 8cribe.—The work of the Scribe or
writer was copying and interpreting the law.
The house, the Temple- The work
—that of repairing the Temple.—The nature
of the repairs is not stated.

10. A book.—The indefinite way in which
Shaphan refers to the book shows that the
law had practically become unknown even to
those who ought to have known it best.

fl. Ront his clothes.—The usual sign of

sudden grief or terror; here probably the
latter; though fear as to the penalty of the
neglected law may have been mingled with
grief because he and his people had not known
and obeyed the law in the past.

13. Inquire of the Lord.—Such inquiry
was ususaliy made either through the High
Priest, who in some mysterious way learned
God’s will by means of certain precious stones
in his breast plate ; or through a prophet, to
whom God made his will known more directly.
In the present instance a prophetess was re-
sorted to. Concerningthe words.—As to
the punishment of neglecting the Iaw.
Kindled.—The calamity which befalls people
as the result of sin is often compared to a fire.
Our fathers —Probably Josiah found that
his reforms had been so much in line with the
Book of the Law, that the threatened calam-
ity wourld be the result of the lawlessness of
past generations.

14. Huldah.— Of her nothing is known ex-
cept what is recorded here. Wardrobe.—
Probably the priests’ garments. College.—
The word so translated here probably means
another part of Jerusalem, a sort of second
city, the root of the word meaning répetition.

18. Evil —Here, as frequently, not moral
evil, but material destruction, especially over-
thrown in war. Words of the Book.—Pun-
ishments described in the Book of the Law,

{7.—Forsaken me.—The chief sin charged
against Israel was falce worship : but all sinis
a sign of failure to worship the true God.
Works of their hands.—Probably the mak-
ing and worshipping ofidols. Shall notl
quenched.—A figurative way of stating the
fact that the time would soon come when total
destruction of the city and captivity of the
people would bo the result of their sins, espe-
cially idolatry. -

19. Heart was tender.— This probably
denotes sensitiveness of conscience which led
him to see Judah’s sins in the light of the law,
and mourn over them with fear of the results.

20. Cather thee.— This is a common
phrase to represent death, and suggests a
belief in immortality—all the fathers being re-
garded as gathered togetherin the regions un-
seen but reai. Eyes shall not see —Be-
cause his death should occur before the threa-
tened destruction and captivity should take
place.
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. PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1—-The practical thought suggested by the
losson as a whole is the importance of & con-
stant and continuously increasing |intimacy
with the Word of God. It matterslittle whe-
ther we actually lose theBibleitself, or neglect
its study, or, after committingit to memory,
fail to apply it to our actual lives, as long as
our conduet in word and deed and thought is
opposed to the commands and precepts and
spirit of the Holy Scriptures. The knowing
what the Bible says will add to our guilt, if we
do not make it what it ought to be, ‘‘alamp
to our feet and a light to our path.” Jesus
says—*<* He that knew his Lord’s will and did
it not shall be beaten with many stripes.”

2 —A somewhat similar lesson is suggested
by the fact that the Book of the Law had been
lost. Its being thus lost proves how little use
had been made of it by the priests. The pur-
pose of its being placed in the Tabernacle
and Temple was that its contents might bea
witness of the way in which God had led his
people, and also as to the commands, moral and
ceremonial, which had been given to them. If
the priests had been in the habit of consulting
this book, as was intended, there would have
been no possibility of its being lost, and its
precepts forgotten and ignored. And care-
lessness about the Scriptures always results in
similar forgetfulness of God. Neglectof God's
Word leads to ignorance of the same, and
such ignorance results in rebellion against God
himself.

3.—The king’s rending of his clothes, as de-
scribed in the 11th verse, shows that he had
the right kind of fear of God, fear that evil
results would follow the neglect of, and dis-
obedience to, the law of God, which he under-
stands more clearly from the book which has
been read before him. This scene shows us
both how ready Josiah was to learn God’s will
and how anxious that all possible reforms
should be made, not only in the worship of
God, but also in the keeping of the moral
law. Fear at the discovery that we have been
straying from God or rebelling against him, is
a sign that our consciences are tender, and
that we are ready to make any change in our
lives which may be necessary to bring us into
right relations to God.

A4.~The conduct of Josiah is the proper ex-
ample a8 to how we ought to do under ail cir-

cumstances of distressand doubt. He immedi-
ately made inquiries in the way known to him,
as to what God’s will in the matter was, with
a view, no doubt, of making reparation for the
past, if such were possible; and of seeking
help from God so that he and his people might
in after times be more fully in accord with the
will of Jehovah.

8.—The 16th verse shows how impossible it
is to avoid the results of sin. The idea of
pardon suggests escape from the guilé and
penalty of sin in a certain sense ; but the bad
effects which sin has upon the moral and
spiritual nature of man cannot be escaped—any
more than the Israelites as a people could
escape the calamities threatened for a broken
law, The man who has grievously sinned
against God must bear some consequences,
probably forever.

6.—All gins may be traced to a forsaking of
God, v. 17. If even all the frightful sins of
heathenism could be traced to their source, it
would be found that they originated in a
voluntary forsaking of God. And this Paul
teaches in Rom. 1: “ They did not like to re-
tain God in their knowledge.” Israel would
have degenerated into the depths of heathen
idolatry, had not there always remained a few
to whom God could reveal himself, and
through them warn the rest of the people.
Beware of a voluntary turning away from the
true God.

8.—We are shown by the closing verses of
the lesson that God is never unmindful of in-
dividuals who do rightly. even in a nation
given up to wrong. The tenderness of con-
science shown by Josiah, which led him to
weep and rend his garments when he came to
understand the nature of the sins of his peo-
ple, and the character of the destruction
which must overtake them, is not over-looked
by Jehovah ; and special favor is granted him
because of that tenderness. The general
overthrow shall not take place until the good
king shall have passed beyond the reach of all
physical calamity. No repentant tear nor
turning of soul is unnoticed by God. His
word to all such is: “‘I also have heard thee.”

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY.

Introductory.—Compare the intended re®-
tc.ation of the temple here recorded with that

in the reign of Joash. 2 Kings 12 ; 2 Chron.

363




24. What rendered repairs necessary in each
case ? 2 Chro. 24:7; 2 Kings 18: 13-16. Com-
pare the character of Josinsh with that of his
father and his son. 2 Kings 21:19-22 ; 23: 31,
32. )
8-10.—What were the respective employ-
ments of High Priest and Scribe? For what
purpose was the book kept in the temple?
What shows that this purpose was overlooked?
What two matters did Shaphan report to the
king ?

#1-13.~Which part of Shaphan’s report
seems to have most interested the king?
Which i more important, *‘ money ” or the
“Book”? In his perplexity what recourse
had the king? V.13, To whom did the king
¢28ire the inquiry to refer? What showe that
Josiah regarded the book as of divine author-
ity ?

84-17.~What prophetesses are referred to
in the previous history of Israel? Ex. 15:20;
Jud. 4:4. In what sense is the word ¢ evil ?
to be understood in the 16th verse? What
expression in the same verse shows the inevit-
able nature of certain consequences of sin?
What is meant by ‘¢ God’s wrath>’?

18.20.—What four things are commended
by God in Josiah’s conduct in the 19th verse?
What relation has the last two of these to the
first two? In what sense did Josiah die in
pence? What was the cause of his death ?

ANALYSIS.

1. Shaphan’s discovery and report, 8-19.
2. The king’s response, 11-13,
3. Huldah’s answer,

(a) To Israel generally, 14-17.

(8) To Josiah in particular, 18-20.

THE BLACKBOCARD.

AW of the LORD
amp unto my feet.
ight unto my path

Ps. 119: 105.

How wa may lose the Bible—

1. By neglecting it ; by not reading and
studying it.

2, By want of sympathy with its purpose;
reading it solely for literature, or poetry, or
history, or to find fault and difficulties, and
not to learn the Way of Life.

3. By prejudice ; seeking to read things in
the Bible to confirm what we believe, and not
going toit as learners, seeking the truth.

4. By disobeying its precepts, Only those
who obey can know.

5. By unbelief; by not receiving its truths
into the heart.

How we may find the Bible—

1. By explorstion, general reading of it as a
whole, to gain a view of the whole field of
truth.

2. By mining; by study, gaining the depths
of its meaning.

3. By obeying ; he that doeth God’s will
shall know of his doctrine.

4. By the varied experiences of life. A
truth becomes new by new applications. At-
tention is called to truths, helps, promises,
not realized before. *

5. By the works of God. Nature, being
made by God, is often an interpreter to us of
what God says.

6. By comparing Scripture with Seripture.
Every great truth is set out in the Bible in
various ways; by statement, by illustration,
by parable, by the history of what God does.
So that if we wish to see truths as they are,
we must correct our impressions from one
source by the other methods in -which it is
presented.

7. By sympathy with the object of the
Bible. We get acquainted best with those
with whom we work.

8. By faith, trusting the promises, accept-
ing the teaching, making the book a part of

our lives,—Peloubet.




ADDED QUESTIONS FROM OUR QUAKRTERLY.

Juniors.

8.—Name the high priest at this time.
Name one of the scribes. What had the high
priest found ? Where ? Deut. 31:24-26. What
did the scribe do with the book? Who hed
sent Shaphan to the temple? On what errand?
Vs. 4-6.  What word did he bring back ?

10.—What did he show the king? What
else did he do?

fl.—What did the king do? What for?

13. ~What did Josiah do about it ? Whose
will did he wish to know? Whose wrath did
he fear? What was the cause of this wrath?

14.—To whom did they go? Where did the
prophetess live?

18.—Whose words did she give in answer?
‘Who had sent them ?

16.—What did God say he would do to the
city and people?

17.—What were the reasons for bringing
evil upon them? How had the people pro-
voked God ?

18.-Who was king of Judah? What bad
he sent them for?

19 —What is said of the king’s heart?
What had hedone? What had led him to
humble himself? What were the signs of his
humility ? 5

20.—~What do the words “gathered unto
thy father ?> mean?

PRACTICAL

1. The losing sight of the Book of the Law
was one cause of the sin and idolatry of the
people. The two thingsnaturally go together.
This should teach us to make use of the Bible
constantly. Copiesare now o numerous that
they will not all beloet ; but if their contents
are not studied and applied, the result will be
the same—forgetfnlness of the trne God, and
practical idolatry. The larger the place which
the traths of the Bible occupy in the minds of
the people, the less likely are they to become
unfaithful to God.

2. The greater interest shown by the king in
the contents of the book, as com with the
laying out of the money found in the temple,
shows us the true way of valuing obedience to
God as compared with outward forms of wor-
ship. I¢ is well to repair and beautily
churches, but if the Word of God is neglected,
and little account taken of it, all our labor
and external worship will amount to nothing.

Seniors.

1-7.—Regarding Josiah, give the names of
his parents, the charaoter of his father. and his
own character. For what purpose did Josizh
send Shaphan to Hilkiah? What was the
character of the men who repaired the temple *

8-10.—What does the finding of the book as
of ax unknown thing show? To what does

.|disuse of the Bible always lead? What privi-

lege belonged to the High Priest alone? Heb,
9: 7. 'What was the occupation of theScribes?
‘What part of Shaphan’s report seems to have
interested the king most?

{1-i4.—What sign of sorrow or fear did the
king show? What did his sorrow lead him to
do? For whose sake did he wish to know
God’s will? Whose power did Josiah fear aca
result of the broken law? What was the
nature of the work of a prophet or prophetess

18-20.—What did Huldahsay as to the con-
sequences of the disr of thelaw? What
sins are mentioned ? Was it a national calam-
ity that was threatened ? Under what figure
is God’s anger represented in the words
¢ kindled ?? and ‘‘quenched?? What indi-
vidual was promised exemption from the
threatened destruction, and why? Whaten-
couragement to penitence have we in the 19th
verse? How was Josiah to escape the threat-
ened destruction ?

THOUCHTS.

3. The important question about all our
conduct is—what does God think about it?
This should be the inquiry before every act of
our life ; and if God’s will is consulted before-
hand, there will be no need to fear the results
of our conduct, nor to weep over the past.

4. The 19th verse shows us what we ought
to do in regard to pash gins. First, our hearts
should be tender. This probably refers to
what we call tenderness of conscience. 'When
Josiah realizes how the nation has sinned
against God he is filled with a horror which he
cannot express by words, but by the symboli-
cal act of rending the garments. "Secondly,
self-humbling, in which Josiab seemed to as-
sume the guilt of the nation, and mourn and
weep for it, although his own life had been
carefully ordered according to what he knew
of God’s will.

5. Tenderness regarding sin, and humility
and sorrow therefor, are always acknowledged
by God. ‘T also have heard thee.”

ANSWER IN WRIT'NC.
1. What was the state of Bible knowledge in Judah ?
2. What was the effect of finding the Bibie?
3. What power makes the Word of God effectual

4. Wkat do we learn about repentance ?
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Tesson XI.
Lesson, Jeremiah 36: 20-32,

2. And they went in to the king into the court,
but thﬁv 1ald up the roll in the chamber ox Elishama
the scribe, and told all the words in the ears of the

king.

ZIFSothekin sent Jehudi to fetelitheroll; and he
took [t out of Elishama the scrive's chamber: and
Jehudi read it in the cars of the king, and in the eurs
of al) the princes which steod besige the king.

22. Now the king sat in the winter-house, in the
ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth
burning before him,

23. And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read | be

threeor four leaves, he cut it withthe penknife, and
cast itintothe fire that was on the hearth, until all
the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the

hearth,
24. Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their gar-| {

ments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that
heard all these words A

25. Nevertheless Elnathan  and  Delaiah, and
Gemariah, had made intercession to the king
that he wouid not burn the roll ; but he would not
hear them,

26, But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of
Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Aziel, and Shele-
miah theson of Abdeel, to take Baruch_ the scribe,
and Jeremiah the prophet ; but the Lord hid them.

27, Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah,

TRYING TO DESTROY GOD'S WORD. December rrth, 1898,
Read Jeremiah 36.

Commit verse 32,

(after that the king had burnt the ro}l, and the words
which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah,)
saying,

%3‘ Take thee again another roll, and write in itall
the former words that_were in the first roll, which
Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burnt.

29. And thou shalt say toJeholakim king of Judah,
Thugsaith the Lord, Thou hast burnt this roll, say-
ing, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king
of Babylon shall certaialy come and destroy this
Jang, and shall cause to cease from thence manand

ast?

31, Therefore thus saith the Lord of Jehoiakim
king of Judah, He shall have none to sit_upon the
throne of David; and his dead d)]r shall be cast
out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the

rost.

81, And I will punish him, and_his seed, and his
| servants, for thelir iniquity, and I will bring upon
| the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of
! Judah, all the evil thatI have pronounced against
+ them: but they hearkened not.

Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave itto
Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote
therein, from themouth of Jeremiah, all the words of
the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burnt
in the fire: and there were added besides unto them
many like words.

GOLDEN TEXT.

“The word of our God shall
stand forever.,”—Isa, 40: 8,

DAILY READINGS,
M. Writing the prophecy, Jer, 36:
.T Reading the Word, Jer. 36: 11-
W. Trying to destroy God's Word,
Tersh: 205"

CATECHISM,

Q. 48. What are we speciall
tau%:nby these words {before me.
in the first commandment?

A, These words [before me] in
the first commandment teach us,
that God, who seeth all things,

LESSON PLAN.

T,
1. The Roll Read, vs. 20-22, F.

n?;lall)smg' the Word, Jer, 11:
Rejecig_:;; God’s Word, Isaiah
Christ’s reproof of rejectors,

taketh notice of, and is much. dis
g%gaésred with, thesin of havingany

2. The Roll Destroyed, 23-26. 8. o LESSON HYMN

e John 5: . 8.
3. The Roll Restored, 27.28, 8. Rejecﬁnf 3‘5‘3 receiving, Acts
4. The Roll Vindlcated, 23-32. 7:1-11, Nos, 92, (Ps.) 118, 119, 559.

HISTORICAL CONNECTION.

The hiatory of the kingdom of Judah during
the five hundred years prior to the captivity,
was a very checkored one. Under Rehoboam
and Abijah there is decline followed by reviv-
al under Asa, and Jehoshaphat. Jehoram’s
‘wickedness counteracts the good work done,
while a reformation is effected under Heze-
kish. Josiah’s temporary revival follows the
wicked reign of Manasseh, and the destrac-
tion of the kingdom follows the rale of the
four last kings. One of these was Jehoiakim,
in whose reign the political history of Judah
underwent a change by the call nf Nebuchad-
nezzar to universal dominion, after the decis-
ive battle of Carchemish; and Jeremiah was
instructed to make a last effort to save the
nation by collecting his prophecies and hav-
ing them read to the people on a public fast
day.

Lesson Plan.
The Roll read, vs. 20-22.
The Roll Destroyed, vs. 23-26.
The Roll restored, vs. 27-28.
The Roll vindicated, 29-32.

———

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

V.20. Allthe words.—It is evident the
princes were friendly to Jeremish, and not
knowing how the king would regard the news,
they would throw the responsibility of having
the roll brought, on to himself, In the mean-
time, they simply repeat from memory.

21. Besidothe King—The king sat on
his rug, while his attendants stood when in
his presence. Judges 3:19; 1 Ki. 10: 8.

22. Winter house.—The warmer and
more sheltered room. Sometimes the lower

story was used in winter and the upper in
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summer. On the hearth—rather,in a pot;
as hearths were unknown in the East. These
pots were made of earthenware and placed in
the hollow part in the middle of the room.
Churcoal was used a3 fuel.

23. Leaves.—i.e. columns,

Penknife.—The knife used by the Scribes
in their work for making and sharpening their
reed pens, etc. Into the flre.~The Ling’s
rage either prevented him from listening, or
blinded his eyes to the passages from which
hope was to come.

24. Not afrald.— Nothing shows so clearly
the awful condition to which the kingdom had
sunk, a8 their disregard of the approaching
judgments. Their consciences were seared
as with a hot iron.

28. Elnathan cf. 2 Kgs. 24:8; Gem-
ariah cf. Jer. 36:10.—In doing what they
could to prevent the king’s rash act, they
cleared their skirts of the odium that would
follow his conduct.

26. Commanded.—Not satisfied with
destroying the Roll, the king would prevent
its reproduction by taking the life of the pro-
phet. The Lord was on the side of the pro-
phet, and he was safe.

27-28. Burned—As the Living Word was
present in the mind of the prophet, the king
gained nothing; on the contrary, he increased
his guilt and the number of the prophecies;
for the new Roll was larger than the one des-
troyed.

29. Of Babylon—come.~Tribute satis-
fied Nebuchadnezzar the first time. Now, un.
less Jehoiakim repents, every man and beast
will be carried away.

30. Nono to sit.— Jehoiakim succeeded
his father and attempted to rule, but after
three months he was dethroned and carried
captive to Babylon, where he remained thirty-
seven years and died in exile. 2 Kgs. 24:8-17.

31. Burial of an ass—Compare Jer. 22:
19. :

32. Many like words.—Persistence in
wrong doing adds fuel to the flame. The
Roll was rewritten, enlatged, and the warn-
ings emphasized. *‘ God is not mocked.”

PRACTICAL APPLICATION.

In the first year of Jehoiakim’s reign Nine-
veh fell before the invading host of the Baby-
Jonians who were fast becoming the conquer-

ors of the world. Instead of the young king
of Israel being driven to & closer relationship
with Jehovah, he sought an alliance with the
king of Babylon. IXdolatry was reinstated and
the people burdened with excessive taxation
caused by his luxurious living against which
Jeremiah propliesied. See ch. 22: 13-19.

The prophet’s warnings were of no avail.

Meantime the king of Babylon dies, and
Nebuchadnezzar, hisson, succeeds him. Jehoia-
kim king of Judah, ae false to man as to God,
breaks the solemn covenant entered into with
Nebuchadnezzsr’s father, so the Babylonian
ruler comes against him, and, as Habakkuk
says—*‘ Swifter than the evening leopards
his armies filled the land, and were marching
against Jerusalem,”

The dread time had come. The people
were panic-stricken. The king was yet hard
and impenitent. One last effort will be made
to lead to repentance. It is the eleventh
hour, but the army of Nebuchadnezzar can
yet be turned back from the gates of Jerusa-
lem. Jeremiah is directed to gather all the
prophecies concerning Jerusalem in aroll and
have them read to the people. On hearing
them read the king becomes enraged, and
cutting it in pieces burns it in the brazier.

What a contrast between the scene pre-
sented here, by this young king in his luxuri-
ous quarters destroying the Word of God in a
rage, and the one of which we have read—
when people in their anxiety to read God’s
word would waste their time in the crowded
aisle—for the only copy in the community
was fastened to the Desk in the church !

In the one case we see the great desire and
earnest longing of the people to know the
truth. In the other the rage in which the
king was found when he learned the truth.

1. Why did the King cutitup ?

{. Because he knew it was true.

Had he been convinced there was nothing
init, he would not have cared. There was
no mistaking the truth of these words, for the
countless legions of the Babylonians were
now in possession of the country, and unless
help should soon come, Nebuchadnezzar’s
engines of war wauld be thundering at the
gates of Jerusalem,

2. Because it gondemned him.

(a) He was ambitious. He had heard of
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the great buildings of Egypt and Assyria
which had been erected by enforced labor—
why could he not rise to the position of one
ofthese kings? This was his intention, as
Ch. 22: 14 plainly shows.

What & disappointment to be told that it
would never be an accomplished fact ! In-
stead of prominence, disgrace and defeat
awaited him, besides, he bad his own court
preachers, and why should he be compelled to
listen to this man whose address was displeas-
ing to him ?

(3) He was proud. He would show this
man that he was king by burning his Roll.
Later on in history & ruler uttered words that
much resembled these. Queen Mary was
reprimanded by John Knox for her proposed
marriage with the Roman Catholic princeof
Spain. Knox was sent for, and in tears was
told by her that she could no'longer endure
such treatment from any man, and now she
would be avenged. ¢ Dear Madam,” replied
Knox, * Inever delighted in the weeping of
God’s creatures, I can scarcely abide the
tears of my own boys whom my own hand
corrects; but I have spoken the truth, and
must sustain your majesty’s tears rather than
hurt my conscience.”

11- Who are guilty of Jeholakim's sin
to-day ?

1. Those who know the right and do the
wrong. When we admit that we ought to
obey God’s word, and do not, weare behold-
ing & mote in Jehoiakim’s eye while there is a
beam in our own,

2. Those who pick out passages to suit
them and skip over or cut out those which are
distasteful. Of course the Bible speaks of
Law and future punishment, but then that
kind of teaching will not do for this enlight-
ened age! We want a revelation of love, and
nothing, or as little as possible, about the
wrath of God.

-So out with the penknife, and every passage
with such a reference is consigned to the fire.
What betteris auch an one than Jehoiakim ?

Such people say, Prophecy to us smooth
things and we will come to church and Sab-
bath School. Just as though the minister or
teacher who held up the alternative of salva-
‘tion was gloating in the wrath of which he
was speaking.

The one who waves a flag as a signal to stop
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the train because of danger shead is yather a
friend than an enemy—so is he your friend
who faithfully warns of the danger of all who
refuse to accept of Christ, ’

3. God’'s word Is imperishable—V, 32,
Will our rejection of parts render the Book
null and void? Does it follow there is no re-
tributive justice because some may not believe
it? Will we be able to escape the all-seeing
eye of God because we think God’s word isnot
to be depeaded on when it says ‘¢ We must all
appear before the judgment seat,” ete.

Did the unbelief of the antediluvians pre-
vent the flood? or the unbelief of the Jews
ward off the captivity? As well might we
say the fire will be put out by stopping the
bell which gives the alarm. The warnings in
God’s word are to enable us to avoid the dan-
ger of which they speak.

Though heaven and earth pass away not a
jot or tittle of the Word shall fail—God’s Word
is eternal. It can neither be added to nor
taken from—** All flesh is as grass, and all the
goodliness thereof as the flower of the field.
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but
the Word of our God shall stand forever.”

HELPS.

We practically cut out portions of God’s
Word by neglecting to read them. Compan-
jons have a wonderful influence over us for
good or evil—‘Bad company” wrote St.
Augustine,  is like & nail driven into a post,
which after the first or second blow, may be
drawn out easily, but being once driven up to
the head, pincers cannot draw it out.”

When it comes to a question of right, we
are to take our stand regardless of others.
Newton’s intimate friend was a noted chemist.
One day the chemist uttered an impure word,
after which Newton would never associate
with him,

God has many ways of hiding his servants.
We are safe when God shuts the door,

The Bible is our best friend—It deals with
us faithfully and savingly.

It will be better for us to be angry with our
sing than with the Word.

Jehoiakim burned the Roll—but he lost his
kingdom, was deprived of a successor, and was
buried with the burial of an ass.

The Word of Ged is imperishable.




QUESTIONS.

‘What, evidence is there to show that the
Princes were friendly to Jeremiah? V. 20.

What made the king’s conduct more foolish
and sinful? 1. Because the enemy was al-
ready approaching. 2. The Prophecies were
full of tenderness. 3. Because of the many
remonstrances. V. 25,

How did the reading of words similar to V.
24 affeot Josiah ? 2 Chron. 34 : 13-33.

How may we unconsciously reject parts of
God’s word? Matt, 22: 29; 13: 14-15.

Mention some of the believers’ hiding places.
Ps.27: 5; 31: 20; Isa. 49: 2; Col. 3: 3.

‘What was the prevailing tone of Jeremiah’s
life? Note his intense longing to save Judah.
Ch. 8: 21; 9: 1.22; 22: 10.

Mention some of the testimonies of God’s
servants to the Book. Job. 23: 12; Ps. 119:
72; Jer. 15: 16,

How many of the ¢ Blesseds” of Revelation
refer to the Book? Rev.1:3;22: 7, 14.

What other part of the Bible was rewritten ?
Ex. 34: 2; 27-29, Why?

What is our own conduct towards, and esti-
mate of, the Word of God ?

———

THE BLACKBOARD.

GOD'S WORD
RUE
'RIED
RUST IT

How many may try to destroy CGod’s
Word—-

1. By forbidding people to read it, as the
priests do with one-fourth of the population
of the Dominion,

2. By rejecting the Bible as the Word of
God, hating it, ridiculing it, perverting it,
denying it.

3. By neglecting it, treating it as if it did
not exist, letting it remain unread, unstudied,
and keeping away from church and Sabbath
School.

4. By persecuting those who preach and
teach it.

5. All joking about the Bible, connecting
puns and fanny stories with its most precious
verses ; using its truths irreverently. Men
thus raise an army of doubts, and make God
and heaven and religion unreal, far off myths
instead of present reality.

6. By not obeying its precepts. Only he
who does the truth can understand it.

How we do sometimes cut outsomo
leaves from the Bible—

1. By denying or softening its warnings
and reproofs,

2. By reading only portions of tbe Bible
and not the whole.

3. By recognizing and emphasizing only a
part of its great truths.

4. By false interpretations or misrepresen-
tations of its meaning’

5. By seeing truths as expressed in only
one form, while every great truth is set forth
in many ways, by statement, history, parable,
pealm, proverb, objectless on, and symbol.--¥el.

Mo matter from what source, the
efforts to destroy it are in vain.

For ages, from all sources, all kinds of effort
have been made to destroy God’s Word, and
to-day it is more widely read and studied and
loved than ever before, and than any other
book in the world.
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ADDED QUESTIONS FROM OUR QUARTERLY.

Juniors.

20.—Who went? What was the king’s
name ? Whose son was he? What kind of
man was Josiah ?

21.—Who first read the roll to the people ?
On what occasion? Where ? Why did not
Jeremiah read it himself ?

22.~What time of the year would this be ?
How did the people heat their houses ?
. 23.~Did the king allow th2 whole roll to
beread ? It not, why not ? How much of it
‘was consumed ?

24.—Were the king and his servants sorry
for their act? Why not? Would the ser-
vants be able to justify their condunot ?

28.-Did any try to stop them? How
many ? Were they successfal ?

268.—~Why did the king want to kill Jere-
miah ? Why could he not find him ?

28.-Did the king gain anything by his
rash act? Was any other part of the Bible
rewritten ? Why ?

29.~What did he say would become of the
peo&le? ‘Where were they to be carried to ?

ow long remain? Would they all be

taken ?

80.—What was the name of the king’sson?
How long did he reign ?

31.—What became of the king ? Would the
punishment have come if the ropented ?

Senlors.

20-22.~Name the different persons in our
lesson to whom God’s word had come. How
did they treatit? Why did the princes not
take the roll at once to the king ? Why was
the fact mentioned in Jer. 36:9 held ?

23-26.—Some hiding places of God’s chil
dren. See Ps. 27 : 5, 31 : 20, Isa. 49 : 2, Col.
3:3. How would youn characterize the king’s
act ? What classes of peoplo are guilty now
of Jehoiakim’s sin ? Did the cutting alter the
facts ? How may we unconsciously reject
parts of the Bible? Math. «2 : 29, 13 : 14-15,
‘What did Josiah do when the roll was found ?
2 Kings 22 : 11.

27-28.—What Scripture is illustrated by the
second writing ? Matt. 6 : 18, Prov. 19: 21,
Give instances of when persecutions have been
used by God to strengthen his cause ?

29-32 —Shew how Prophecy was fulfilled
in to his successor, 2 Kings, 24 : 8-12;
in regard to the King’s death, Jer. 22 : 18-19;
in regard to Jerusalem, 2 Kings, 24 : 13-17,
‘What would have saved the people from this
terrible catastrophe ? Deut. 30 : 1-8,

PRACTICAL THOUCHTS.

f.—The king in his madness may cut to
pieces and burn the parchment, but the Word
is imperishable. As long as there are hearts
on which the word of God is indelibly im-
pressed, the rage of kings will be impotent to
destroy it.

2.—1t is better to be augry with our fanlts
than with the friend who peints them out.
God’s word is the mirror that reveals, not
creates, our true nature.

3.-Lvery attack on the Bible makes it
stronger. The more bitterly it is assailed the
dearer it becomes and the more widely it
becomes known. .

4.—Silence at times is golden, bub being
silent when duty calls for speech is allying
ourselves with evil. ‘ For he that biddeth
him God-speed is partaker of his evil deeds

8.—Man is immortal until he dies. No
euemy can find God’s servant when he is
hidden for a work which yet remains to be
done.

6.—Herod destroyed the little children, but

God hid Jesus. The world crucified Christ,
but God raised him from the dead. Stephen
was stoned, James was put to death, and the
Church persecuted, but the number of believers
increased, and the knowledge of God’s word
was spread abroad.

7.—God is always on the side of the true
reformer, and bids him do his duty regardless
of the consequences,

8 —As long as we have an imperishable
Word and a strong belief in the vitality of
conscience, we need never lose hope for the
future. These give us guarantees of warning
and faithful teaching.

9.—Would-be destroyers of God’s word are
only heaping up wrath against the day of
wrath. “Ven;’;eanee is mine. I will repay,
saith the Lord.” .

10.—“All flesh is as grass, and the goodli-
ness thereof isas the flower of the field. The
grass withereth and the flower fadeth, but the

word of our God shall stand forever.”

ANSWER IN WRITING.

'What name is given to
Give a short account of the Roll.

fulfilled.

S LN

Jeremiah, and why ?
Give some instances to show that unbelief did not prevent God’s word from being

‘What is a strong proof of the Inspiration of the Bible ?
How may we be sure not to repeat this King’s terrible sin?
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Lesson XII.
1.esson, jeremiah §32 11X,

1. Zedckiah was one and twenty years old when
he began to rchg\ ; and he reigned eleven years in
Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Hamutal, the
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.,

9. And he did_thns which was evil inthe eyes of
the Lord, according to all that Jehoiskim had done.

8, Forthrough iiie ar;%er of the Lord it came to pass
in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had cast them out
from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against
the king of Babylon.

4, And it came to pass, in the ninth gear of his
reign, in_the tenth month, in the tenth day of the
month, that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon cam
against Jerusalem, and pitch

5. S0

¢ king Zedeklah.
° 6, Agd in the fourth month, inthe ninth day of the
month, the famine was sore in the city, 8o that there
was no bread for the people of the land. h

- THE CAPFIVITY OF JUDAH,
Read 2 Kings 25 and Jeremiah 8,

December 18th, 1898,

Commit vs, ¢-11,

7. Then the city was broken up, and all the men of
war fled, and went forth out of the city by night, b;
the way of the gate between the two walls which
was by the king's garden ; (now the Chaldeans were
b{ ttﬁxe cllt round about:) and they went by the way
ol the plain.

8. But the army of the Chaldeans pursuead after the
king, and overtook Zedekiahin the plains of Jericho;
and all his army was scattered from him,

9. Then they took the king, and carried him up
unto the king of Babylon to iubluh. in the land of
Hamath ; where he gave judgment upon him.

10. And the king of Babylon slew the sons of
Zed before his eyes: heslew also all the princes
of Judah in Riblah.

11. Then he put out the eyes Zedekiah; and the
king of Babylon bound himin chains, and carried
ggndto giby on, and put him in prison till the day of

ea

GOLDEN TEXT.

“ Yo shall seek me and find
me, when ye shall search for
me l;.“h all your hears.”—Jer,
n:

LESSON PLAN,

1. Twofold Treachery,
2. Foretold Penalty.
3, Lifelong Captivity.

LESSON HYMNS.
Nos. 581, 294, 297, 8el, 109, 147,

The ! esson Link.— Jehoiakim, Burner of
the Book, was soon placed in chains to be
carried to Babylon, but released and rein-
stated, For three years he owned allegiance
to Nebuchadnezzar, then plotted again, bring-
ing Nebuchadnezzar once more upon him, and
from this time, not from Jerusalem’s final fall,
dates the seventy years captivity. Jer.25:
1,38, 8,12,

Jehoiakim was given an unknown grave, the
““burial of an ass” foretold. His son Jere-
miah, nicknamed 'Coniah, was placed on the
throne, plotted, in turn, and was carried cap-
tive after a three months’ reign. Then Josiah’s
third son Mattaniah was made to swear fealty
to Babylon, and given the throne-name of
Zedekiah. ’

The foragoing chapter closes with the words
“Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.” This®
chapter was added by a later hand, probably
by Ezra. It is from the same source as the last
chapter of second Kings, and is almost identi-
cal with it. Jeremiah’s own account of the
siege i3 given in the thirty-ninth chapter.
Chapters 37 and 38, 21 and 24, also belong to

DAILY READINGS,
M, Captivity of Judah, Jer. 52: 1-11.
2" Complete destructl

253 82l

W. 8in_and its punishment, 2
Chron. 36: 11-21,

T, Refusing to be warned, Jer, 82:

¥, Prophecy of captivity, Jer. 32:

S. Cryof the Captive, Lam, 1:1-11.
8. Christ’s warning, Luke 20: 9-18,
CATECHISM.

Q. 49, Which is the second com-
mendment?
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A, The second commandment is
Thoushalt not make untotheeany
graven image, or any likeness of
anything thatis in heaven above
or that i8in the earth beneath, or
that is in the water under the
earth: thou shalt not bow down
thyself to them nor serve them:
for Ithe Lord thy God am a jeal-
ous God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children
unto the third and fourth gener-
ation of themthat hate me; and
shewing mercy unto thousands of
them that love e, and keep my
commandments,

on, 2 Kings

this reign. Ezekiel, chap, 17, speaksof the sin
of Zedekiah, and chapter 24, of the horrors of
the siege.

1. Twofold Treachery.

Thoe laat sad dark page in Judah’s down-
ward course is turned when Josiah’s third un-
worthy gon has reached full age. What irony
in his change of name! His own name was
““Gift of God,” his throne-name is ‘¢ Justice of
God.” God’s gifts are at length withdrawn,
and the hour for his justice has struck.
Hamutal.—Named only to show that Zede-
kiah and Jehoahaz, 2 Ki, 23 : 31, were own-
brothers. .

Jeremiah of Libnah.—Not the prophet,
who was of Anathoth.

According to all that Jeholakim had
done.~What was this specialsin? Some, to

their shame and his, follcwed Jeroboam’s evil
ways, others are classed and stigmatized as
walking in the ways of Manasseh. What new
exampla of evil had Jehoiakim set? He had,
for the sake of alliance with Egypt, cast off his
sworn allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar. Jere-
miah’s prophetic advice had been directly.
. i



agaiust: this courss, and in order to be free to
follow his will he had cut and burned the pro-
phetic roll,

This courao Zedekiah copied. ‘¢ Hehumbled
nothimself before Jereminh the Prophet speak-
ing from the mouth of God, and he also rebell-
ed against Nebuchadnezzar who had made him
swear by God,” 2 Chron, 36: 12. The Book
had once been lost, but he now had it, and
knew “‘all God's wondrous works,” Jer. 21 :
2. He sent secretly to Jeremiah asking *“1s
there any word from the Lord ?” Jer. 37: 17.
Yet when the Princes said ¢ We beseech thee,
let this man be put to death,....for he seeketh
not the welfare of this people, but the hurt,”
the king weukly said ¢¢ Behold, he is in your
hand.” Jer. 38: 4.

‘‘Ho rebelled against him in sending his
ambassadors into Egypt,

That they might give him horses and much
people,

Shall he prosper, shall he escape, that doeth
such things?

Or shall he break his covenant and be deli-
vored?” Erek.17: 15.

Through the anger of the Lord.—
See this anger expressed in 2 Ki. 23: 26.

His presence.—The land which he had
given them as his chosen people; and the
temple, the seat of his worship. The verse
means: Because God was angry with them he
let Zedekiah follow his own way and persist in
double-dealing until they were taken from the
land, Zedekiah's conduct combined perjury
and apostacy. ‘‘He despised the _ath by
breaking the covenant, When, lo! he had
given his hand, he hath done all these things.”
Erek. 17: 18, * They mocked the messengers
of God, and despised his words, and misused
his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord rose
against his people, till thcre was no remedy.”
2 Chron. 36:: 15.

11, Foretold penaity.

The sicge and captivity were foretold by
Mones. Deut. 28: 49. Jeremiah for twenty
years had warned the people against alliance
with Egypt, because against the principle of
the theocracy, and because with prophetic
sight he saw Babylon conquering Judsh with
Egypt. Esekiel, in far-off Babylon, told of
the siege on its opening day, and wrote down
the date, Eszek. 2¢: 1.

The ninth year of his reign, in the

ter‘uh month, in the tenth day of the
month.—The event is worthy of being thus

exactly marked, for itis one of history’s great
periods. The ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign
had Ve Adar or the thirteenth month. Taking
the *‘nineteenth year of Nebuchadunezzar” in
V. 12in its real meaning of the nineteenth
of his supremacy in Palestine, nos of his reign
in Babylon, the siege began on Wednesday,
19th Dec., B.C..579, and endsc 3rd July, B.C.
577, lasting eighty weeks and one day, with
one short intermission,

Not to go beyond the lesson for more than
a moment, let us notice the apparent discrep-
ancy of verse 12 with 2 Kgs. 25:8. All Jew-
ish tradition, confirmed by a fast-day, places
the burning of the temple on the ninth day of
the fiftth month. Rabbi Jose, in the Talmud,
says, they broke into the temple at the close
of a Sabbath, as the Levites were singing the
words * Thy people, O Jehovah, in pieces
they break.” Ps. 24:5. Evidently, Nebuzar-
adan left Riblah on the seventh, reached the
city and began the destruction on the evening
of the ninth; and destroyed it utterly on the
tenth.

All his army—Babylonian sources tell that
this levy was made from all nations under his
sway. Forts—Towers of wood over-topping
the walls, Teachers should consult accurate
works such as the standard Bible dictionaries
for representations of such towers. The
writer once noticed in a pretentious work,
¢*The New Old Story,” by a prolific American
writer, pictures of such towers at this seige
and at one in David’s time, on which were the
Roman symbols S.P.Q.R., and ‘‘ Delenda est
Carthago, ¥ ¢¢ Carthege must fall!”  The
great length of the siege was due not to the
skill of Zedekiah, but to the great strength of
the walls, in which he all too confidently
trusted. Jer. 21:13. See Jer. 15, Sam. 4,
and Ezek. 5, for pen-pictures of the siege and
the famine.

The city was broken up—The
deeans forced an entrance into the lower city,
39:3, and “‘sat in the middle gave,” that is,
invested the gate in the middle wall, between
thelower city and the upper. Zedekiah might
have held the upper city much longer, but
want of provisions, especially of water, forced
him to flee. They went by night, with muffled .
faces for disguise, by way of the double wall
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south of Zion, through the first by the King's
gate into the garden, near the Pool of Siloam,
through the second by a hole dug for the
occasion at an obscure place. Zedekiah
sought to follow David’s flight, over Jordan.

111. Life-long Captivity.

Riblah of Hamath.—At the north of
Anti-Lebanon, on the river Orontes. Judg-
ment —As guilty of sedition. His eyes.—
Ezekiel had prophesied that he should not see
Babylon, 12:13. Jeremiah, that he should be
taken there. Both were fulfilled and the par-
adox resclved. A blind man in the Eust is
considered incapable of reigning. He was put
in the ‘“house of visitations,” not merely a
prison, but & place of hardship. Judah was
left empty. The smnll remnant of the people
fled in pani¢ to Egypt, and no colonies were
planted.

PRACTICAL THOUCGHTS.

1. A new beginning.—One more opportunity
given by God. Even yet Judah may be saved,
all past guilt may be forgiven, if now, when
Zedekiah reigns, king and people turn to God.
Jer. 38:17. So decisive, so vital, is each new
beginning. So each year, each day, comes to
us, voeal, eloguent for God.

2. A last opportunity.—How blind is habit,

_sinful habit above all. The last reign! Who
ever sees in time that it is the last? The last
decade comes. This the last! No, there are
years yet. The last year; there are many
monthsyet. The last month ; still habit says
there are days, hours, moments yet. ¢ If
thou hadst known at least in this thy day,
but now......... »

3. Doom falls at last. —Threatened judg-
ments long delayed descend when due.
“ Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet
they grind exceeding small.” Consequences,
like curses, come home to roost. Though
God will not always chide, neither will he
keep his anger forever.

4. The gathered impetus of evil.—As the at-
traction of gravitation gives added momentum
to falling bodies each foot of their descent,
80 evil gathers up each new impulse and adds
it to the old. Zedekiah, in doing * according
to all the evil of Jehoiakim,” had not ceased
to “walk. in the ways of. Manasseh. ¢ The

ways of the house of Ahab” included the sins
of Jeroboam. Evil men wax worse and
waorse, ’

5. 4 changed name.—The new names of
Scripture. Some patents of nobility, and some
aliages, but none misnomers. How significant
the titled ones, * Father of innumerable mul-
titudes,” ¢‘Prince with God,” ‘“*Man of
Rock,” noble, because God-bestowed. But
others are the badge of vassalage, mere sobri-
quets, pseudonyms, man-imposed, and mark-
ing the loss of manhood. And he whe makes
all things new, gives unto his own a new
name. ‘‘I will write upon him my new
name.” This honor have all the saints.

6. The sacred irust of power.—He began to
reign not coming royally to the throne as the
son of David, but a puppet: in the hands of a
heathen king. Though king by right he was
not king in fact., If, then, authority wasso
sacred a thing in him, how holy is the sceptre’s
use in any hands. Better is he that ruleth
his spirit than he that taketh a city. Butall
life is ranged in realms within realms. One
wields the sceptre oflearning, one of elogquence,
one of action, and the greatest sceptre of all
is love.

7. ‘“Ewvil in the eyes of the Lord.” Sad reit-
eration ! Before those patient eyes how many
an evil is seen. Evil, from Solomon’s pinnacle
of glory to *Coniah’s nicknamed shame. Be-
fore those Argus eyes, which gaze upon the
sun and pierce the dunceon’s gloom, how
clearly evil is seen. Yet before them, evil,
with owlet vision, stalks or flauntsor crawls,
as purblind when wed to Solomon’s intellec-
tual kin as to Zedekiah’s sightless orbs. And
the eyes that weigh and that wait are the eyes
of a king that gleam liko & sword, and a
mothers’s eyes that shine through tears.

8. ““ Al Jehoiakim had done” Pulting an
arrest upon prophecy.— The one burned the
roll, the other gave the Prophet into the
hands of the princes. Nor are those days
past. The pen-knife and brazier are still em
ployed, and the cords are still lowered into
the dungeon of Hammeleck. A spurious
criticism. cuts out leaves, & false philosophy
thrasts inspiration into the fire. The princes
Mammon and Fashion accuse the Pulpit to
Society, saying ‘“Let this be put to death ;
he seeketh not the profit of the people but the
hurt ;’? and Society replies  Behold he.i is in.
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your hand, for I am not one to do anything
against you.”

2. Breaking his oath-bound word.-—The solemn
sanctity of truth is strongly vinidicated here.
Much might be urged in defence of his breach
of faith, His oath was given to one who had
no originael, natural right to allegiance.
¢Yielded under compulsion, it was the en-
forced concession of weaknesa to overmaster-
ing power.,” ‘‘Yet the slighting of that oath
was the drop that made the nation’s guilt run
over.” The God of truth swore by himself
that truth should be vindicated:
¢ AsIlive, saith the Lord God,

In the place of the king that made him king,

Whose oath he despised, whose covenant he
brake,

Even with him, in Babylon, he shall die. Ezek.
17: 16,

The good man sweareth, and though it be
to his own hurt, he changeth not.

9. * Through the anger of the Lord it came to
pass.” The Romans had a proverb ‘‘ whom
the gods would destroy they first infatuate.”
Wo have reason to pray Take not thy Holy
Spirit from me, Little worse can happen to
& man than to be left to his own counsels,

10. Till he had cast them out from his presence,
This is the essence of all punishment, the fear-
ful, final doom. Yet noneare cast out of hig
gracious presence save those whose sins cast
them out. His presence is blessedness, This
is the final goal of good. ¢ In thy presence
isfulness of joy.”

11. Rebelled against the king. Against that
king who was ‘“ God’s Battleaxe,” the ‘ ham-
mer of the whole earth,” Jer. 51: 20, 50: 23.
¢ See how impious he was; zee how impolitic
he was,” exclaims Henry. His sin was folly
and his folly sin.

12. King of Babylon.—The fortunes of God’s
people ave at their lowest ebb when the first
World Power is at the zenith of its greatness.
Nebuchadnezzar is one of history’s . very
strongest men. As a conqueror he satands
easily beside Alexander; among all builders
he stands supreme. Daniel, speaking sober
truth as he compared. him with all future uni-
verasal monearchs, could say ¢ Thou, O King,
art this head of gold,” and it was he, ruling
in Babylon, the perennial type of the world,
who cast down David’s throne. So the church
and the world, often seem respectively the
very picture and smbadiment of weakness and
strength, But the church, like the fabled
pheenix, rises from her ashes; the spirit of life
is in her, and by & true resurrection she riges
from the dead; while the world kingdoma die
like -the brutes that perish.

18. Wasting famine—There is & famine
sorer than of bread. Bodies wasted, weak,
and worn, are sad to see and agony to endure;
but starved and shrunken spirits, shern of
strength and wrung by woe, are anill such as
the cross alone can weasure. Worse than
any siege was Israel’s state when “for a long
season without the true God and withouta
teaching priest and without law.” 2 Chron.
25: 3.

14. The men of war fled.—He who flies from
God must be fleet of foot. * They err who
think to escape God’s judgments, as well as
those who think to brave them.”

15. A son of David arraigned before a heathen
king f—Prisoners of war because first prisoners -
of sin.

16. Put out his eyes—From him that bath
not shall be taken away even that which he
hath.

THE BLACKBOARD,

I' laithless to God.
ailse tc his oath.

| ilorwarned in vain.
leeing from famine.

| ilound guilty of all.
ettered for life.
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Junlors.

{.—How old was Zedekiah when he began to
reign ?

lgiow long did he reign?

‘What was his mother’s name?

‘Who was his father? 37: 1,

2—What was Zedekiah’s conduct?

What is the stand 'rd of right ?

What evil did Je oiakim do in the last les-
son?

3.—~Why was the Lord angry with Judah?

‘What had He saj.. in His anger? 2 Kings

23: 26.

What did Zedekiah do which led to their
being cast out?

4.—Who came up against Jerusalem ?

How did he attack the city ?

8.—How long did the siege last?

6.—From what did the people suffer during
the siege ?

7.—When was the city taken ?

What did king and soldiers do when the
famine was sore?

PRACTICAL

1 —A new beginning. One more opportunity
isgiven by God. Even yet, Judah may be
saved, if now, when Zedekiah reigns, kingand
people turn to God. Jer. 38: 17, So decisive,
80 vital, is each new step. So each year, each
day, comes to us as & new heginning.

2.—It was their last opportunity. How
blind is habit, above all, sinful habit. *‘If
thon had’st known.”” This opportunity of
thine may be thy last.

3 —‘‘Evil in the eyes of the Lord.” Before
those patient eyes how many an evil has passed.
Men seek to hide their evil from men, but God
sres it.

4.—Jehoiakim’s sin was putting an arrest
upon prophecy. He flung the parchment on
the fire. Zedekiah improved upon his method
by giving the prophet into the hand of the
princes. The pen-knife and hrazier are still
employed, and thecords are not idle that lower
into tho dungeon of Hammeleck. All that

/

ADDED QUESTION® FROM OUR QUARTERLY,

8.—'Where was the king captured?
9-11.—~What was his punishment?

8enlors.

‘Where in the list of the kings of Judah does
Zedekiah come? How was he related to Jeho-
iakim ? What was his former name? Where
was Jeremiah the proplet from ?

| —What double rebellion was Zedekiah
guilty of? What was Jehoiakim’s sin which
he followed? What bad been Manasseh’s sin?
What is the true standard of morality? What
had the Lord said in His anger? 2 Kings
23: 26. What did He, in anger, nermit ?

2.—What long foretold penalty now came
upon Jerusalem ? When had it been foretold?
Deut. 28: 49. When did Ezekiel prophesy of
the siege? Ezek. 24: 1. Describe, from the
marginal references, some of the horrors of the *
famine.

3.—How did the king attempt to escape?
What was hisdoom? When did the captivity
begin? How long did it last? Wasthere any
respite for Zedekiah?

THOUCHTS.

tends in any way tolessen the supreme author-
ity of Holy Scripture, or to cast doubt upon its
precepts and teachings, is the same spirit thas
shewed itselfin these men of old

8.—The Romans uad a proverb ‘Whom the
gods would destroy, they first make mad.”
‘When God is angry with men He gives them
over to blindness to their own interests. But
little worse can happen to a man than to be
left to his own counsels. Zedekiah perjured
himself to plot against The Battle-axe of the
Nations. His sin was folly, and his folly, sin.

6.—“The mills of God grind slowly, yet
they grind exceeding small.” God is very
patient, but if men persistently choose sin they
must at length take the doom of sin.

7.—He who would flee from God must be
fleet of foot.

t_8_.--l’risoners of war, because captivea first

of sin.

9.—‘‘From him that hath not, shall he taken
away even that he hath.”

2. Explain ‘‘the anger-of the Lord?”
3. Describe the siege of the city?
4. Narmate the flight of the king?

8. 'What was Zedekiah’s sad doom ?

.ANSWER IN WRITING.
1. What double evil was Zedekiah guilty of!
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Tesson XIIL.

Lésson, Hebrews 13 19,

1, God, who atsundry times, and in divers manners,
spake in time past unto the fathers by the pmghqtg,

2. Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his
8on, whom he hath appointed heirof all things, by
whom also he made the worlds,

8. Who, being the brightnessof his glory, and the
exIpnm {mage of his person, and uphoidlng all
things by the word of his power, when he had b;
mmnelhf&urgedournns, sat down onthe right hung
of the Majesty on high;

4. Being made so much better than the angels, as
he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent
name than they.

& For unte which of the aneels said he at any time,

GULDEN TEXT.

“¥or unto you is born this
~day In the city of Davidd
Savinur, which is Christ the
Lord,”—Luke 2 11.

LESSON PLAN,

1. How Divine Reveclation has
been given,

2, The greatness of Jesus who
completed Divine Revelation

REVIEW OR CHRISTMAS LESSON. December 25th, 1898

Read Luke 2: 120,

Commit vs, 1, 2,

Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thec?!
ti\)rxd agasig. 1’ will be to him a Father, and he shall le*
me a Son Y
§, Andagain, when he bringethin the ﬁmtrbesottenf
into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of}

God worship him.
7. And of the an, he saith, Who maketh his*
angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire, .
8. But to the Son he gaith, Thy throne, O God, is for
everandever; asceptreof rfghwousness isthe sceptre

f thy kingdom, .
09. ¥baughut loved righteousness, and hated

DATLY READINGS.
M, A](;hristmas Lesson, Heb, 1:

T. A Saviour given, Isaiah 9:1-7.

W. Sentof God,

T. Bead over 2ll, Col, 1: 9-19.

F., Ttiel leuiding Star, Matt. 2:

8. 'l’hle]A‘ngel‘a messages Luke2:

8. Seeing and rejoicing, Luke 2:
15-20.

inlquity ; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed
the% ‘:?;h the ofl of glacfnw above thy fellows,

REVIEW,

" A rersm e g twans

1Jobn 4: 9-15.

LZSSON HYMNS,
Nos, 301, 556, 548, 474, 477,

The main purpose of this Epistle was to
prevent Jewish helievers from falling away
from Christianity. It remains one of the most
interesting and valuable parts of the New Tes-
tament-because of the exposition it gives of
old dispensation ceremonies. The following
excellent account of the purpose of the Epistle
is given by Dr. Marcus Dods, in his Introduc-
tion to the New Testament.

*They,” the Hebrew Christians, ‘had been
twitted with adopting a religion which had
neither temple, priest, nor altar ; with choos-
ing as their king and leader, one who had
suffered an ignominious death ; with abandon-
ing a religion which had been ordained by
God, mediated by angels, wdministered by
Moses.

‘“ And, although they still adkered to Chris-
tianity, they were so moved by this ¢ contra-
diction of sinners,” that they had admitted
questioning whether they were not perbaps
making sacrifices and exposing themselves to
privations for & mistake. The writer knows
that if they can only once see the real glory
of Christ and hisreligion, all these doubts will
vanish ; and accordingly he proceeds to send
them such an v xposition of that glory asis, in
point of fact,a magnificent apologetic for
Christianity from the Jewish point of view.”

Our lesson deals with the Person of the great

Redeemer, and incidentally introduces an
account of the way in which divine revelation
has been given to men.

I. The Method of Revelation.

1. Atsundry times, and indivers man-
ners.—It helps us to understand the Bible
when we know how it was composed. It is
not one treatise, but many. It was nob
wriften by one man, but by many. It was
not compased in one age. The writing of the
Old Testament extended through many cen-
turies. More thana thousand years inter
vened between the composition of the first
portion by Moses and the production of the
last part by Malachi. -

The men who wrote are called prophets.
Between 30 and 40 authors were engaged
in producing the Old Testament. But they
were all under one and the same guidance.
God ‘‘spake unto the fathers by the pro-
pheois?’

Hence, although there is great variety of
subject and of style in the Old Testament,
there is no discord or contradiction. From
one point of view it is a library of literature.

From another point of view it isone Book,
because it has really one Author.

2. In these last days—by his Son.—
The New Testament is a ocontinuation of
God's speakingto men. Butitison a differ-
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ent method. He now ‘‘speaks by his Son.”
This implies that the closing revelation is very
important. The word of the Son we find in
the New Testament. Jesus wrote nothing.
But his disciples wrote for us his sayings:
and holy men spake as they were guided by
the Holy Ghost—set down for our instruction
the things which Jesus brought to their mem-
ory. John 14:26.

11. The greatness of Jesus.

V.3. The brightness of his glory.—
This tells of the greatness of Jesus, He pos-
sesses all the Divine attributes. He exerts
supreme power. Heoccupies the most exalted
place. But we are told of something he did
before he ascended to that high place ; and this
was a very important thing—a thing the do”
ing of which prepared the way for his occupy-
ing that high place. That important actis
thus described in our lesson: ‘‘ When he had
by himself purged our sins, he sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high.” This im-
presses upon us the greatness of the aton.
ing work of Jesus and the connection this
atoning work had with his exaltation to the
throne at the right hand of God.

.—He is far greater than the angels.
Angels in the Old Testament, and the new,
are represented as numierous, active and
powerful agents. Angels stood around the
throne of God. They were superior beings
employed in various important missions
throughout the universe. ‘ The law was or-
dained through angels by the hand of a
Mediator.”

It was, therefore, important to show the
superiority of Jesus to the angels. He hasa
greater name than they; and his name im-
plies a more exalted and far more honorable
station than they.

He is the son while angels are ministering
spirits. His dignity and state correspond
with this name, the Son.

5-6.—These verses tell us how Jesus ie
addressed by God. ‘‘Thou art my Son.”
“The first begotten.” i.e., the heir of ali, hav-
ing peculiar privileges, according to the
Jewish idea and custom. Jesus stands at the
head of the whole creation of God. Thena
final poof of the superiority of Jesus to the
angels is this: The order has gone forth.
“Let all the angels of God worship him "

quoted no doubt from Psa, 97: 7; translated in
the Septuagint ‘‘Let all the angels worship
him.”?

8.— Tells how divine honors and titles are
given to Jesus. ‘‘Unto the Son he saith.”?
‘¢ Thy throne, O God, %etc., i.e., God saith.The
quotation is from Psa. 45: 6-7, and the fact
that the writer of this epistle applies it here
to the Messiah, shows this was the way the
Psalin was understood by the Jews of that
time,

The person addressed in the Psalm was the
Messiab. And he is addressed by a divine
title, God. His throne or reign is to be for ever
and ever ; which language could apply to no
earthly monarch or dynasty, and can only
apply to the enduring reign of the king to be
set up in Zion, namely the Messiah.

But the writer of this epistle applies it to
the Son of God who hath spoken to us in these
last days, that is to Jesus Christ. This verse
should leave no doubts in our minds as to the
divinity of our blessed Lord.

9.—Speaks of the personal character of the

Messiah. We have just been told in verse
eight that the sceptre he wields is a sceptre of
righteousness. Thatisrighteousness, integrity,
justice, are to be the characterstics of his reign.
Verse 9 tells of his own character, and there
are just two qualities named, yet how com-
prehensive they are ! The love of righteous-
ness is the very essence of goodness on its posi-
tiveside, and the hatred of inigunity is the very
essence of goodness on its negative side.
They are both God-like attribntes; both
prominent in the divine nature. Jesus our
Lord has both characteristics, and so he is
elevated amid the acclaim of angels to his
mediatorial throne.
This whole passage leads us to think of the
greatness and power and glory of our Lord.
And thisis an appropriate thought to be joined
at thisseason while the other thought made
prominent by the story of the babe in Bethle-
ham, namely his lowliness.

PRACTICAL THOUCHTS.” "™~

1. God has taken great pains to giveusa
full revelation for our guidance. And he hLas
given it in the form that is best suited to our
needs, —through prophets speaking to various

generations according to their circamstances.
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2.—Weshould be very attentive to the word
of God given in the New Testament, because
here in a peculiar way the Son of God himself
is speaking to us. We Christians think not
less of the Old Testament than the Jews
themselves ; but we value still more highly
the New Testament, because here we find the
highest form of revelation, and that which
makes all the Old Testament pluin and pre-
ciousto us. The Gospels are the life of Christ.
““ The Acts” are really the acts of Christ, and
the Epistles are the teachings of Christ put in
practical form for our guidance. Hence the
whole New Testament is the word of Christ
to us.

.—Jesus is very great. If we weigh care-
fully what is said here about kim we can have
no other conception of him. He is heir of all.
Hemade the worlds. He is the brightness
of the divine glory, and the very image of
God. He uphoids all things. He has sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on
High. He is addressed as God. He wields
a distinguished sceptre on an everlasting
throne. He is endowed with all goodness; he
Toves righteousness and hates iniquity.

4.—Angels are real beings of great power
and intelligence employed by God to adminis-
ter the affairs of the universe. Yet they wor-
ship Jesus.

8.— Great importance in this lessonis at
tached to the work of the atonement. Itis
very briefly mentioned. But the mention of
it is very significant. It is presented sa

necessary prerequisite to the enthronement of
Jesus as Mediator, ¢ When he had by him-
self purged our sins sat down on the right hand
of the Majesty on high.” It is therefore right
and proper, when we contemplate the great-
ness and majesty of Jesus, to think aleo of his
humiliution and esufferings in this world to
atone for sin, that he mightpurge them away.

6-—Our Christmagthoughts shoald niot linger
altogether around the advent of our blessed
Lord to this world in the humble circum-
stances in which we find him in Bethlehem.
We should let our thoughts go forth to what
he is, and where he is now,and what heis
doing and the character of the great adminis-
tration which he is conducting.

THE BLACKBOARD,

JESUS

H eir of all things,
O n a throne
‘W ields a right sceptre.

G reater than angels
"R ighteous, hating iniquity.
E xpress image of God,
A ngels worship him,
T he Son of God.

REVIEW CHART—FOURTH QUARTER.

LEssoN, TITLE,
1. 2Chron. 14:2-12 Reformation under Asa.......
s+ 17:1-10 Johoshaphat’s good reign ...
IIY ¢ 21:418 The Temple Repaired. .
Isaiah called to service
V. ¢ 11:1-10 Messinh’s kingdom foretol
+v1, 2¢Chron. 80:1-13 Hezekinh's great Passover....
VII. 2Kings19:20-37 The Assyrian Invasion .......
VIII, 2cChron, 83:9-16 Manasseh’ssinand repentance
IX, Proverbs4:10-19 Tem ce Lesson.....c....
X. 2Kings 22:5-20 The k of the Law found ..
XL Jer. $86:20-32 Trying to destroy God's Word,
XII, Jer. 52111 The captivity of Judah-......
XIII, Hebrewsl:1-9 Review, or Christmns Lesson.,

GOLDEN TEXT,
Help us, 0 Lord our God, etc., 2 Chron, 14: 11,

. Inall thy ways acknowledge Him, etc,, Prov. 3: 6.2 3

And the men did the work faithfully, 2 Chr. 8§: 129%;
I heard the voice of the Lord, ete, 1s.6: 8,

The carth shall be full of, ete,, Is, 11 9.

Yield yourselves unto the Lore, cte.. 2 Chron, 80: &,
God is our refuge and strength, ete., Ps, 46: 1.

If we confess our sins, ete., X John 1: 9,

Ay son, if sinners entice thee, etc., Prov, 1:10.7
Blessed are they that keep, ete., Ps, 119: 2,

The word your God shall stand, ete., Is. 40: 8.
Yeshall scek Me and find Me, Jer. 29: 18.

For unto you is born this day, ete,, Heb. 19,

What nation’s history did the Lessons of last Quar-
tercover? ‘What, the ns of this Quarter? Over
what period of time did the Lessons of last Quarter
extend ? The Lessons of this Quarter? What great
events at the beginning and end of last Quarter's
Lessons?  Of this Quarter’s Lessons? How many
kings were there in Israel's separate history? In
Judah's? How many dynasties in Jsrael’s? In
Judah’s? WWho were the leaders away from God in
Israel’s history? In Judah's 2 Who were the workers
for God in Israel’'s history? In Judah? “What was

the great, prevailing, national sin in Isracl's separate
history 2 In Judahgs? . A

What do we leamn during the Quarter and from
what lessons and incidents do we learn, of the fol-
lowing things?—God’s love ? God's patience? God as
the hearer and answerer of prayer? God’s care for his
people? God as the disposer of all events? God’s
{;owcr'! God's truth? God’s justice? The effect of

ad home training? Of foolish obstinacy? Of evil
associations and companionships? Of thedownward
tendency ofsin? Of the doom of sin?
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ADDED QUESTIONS FROM OUR QUARTERLY,

Juniors. .

What eventis commemorated by Christmas?
Where was Jesus born? In what condition?
Where was the home of his parents? What
can you tell of the greatness of this Infant born
in poverty ?

J).O 1 —Who spake in times past? By whom?
To whom? .

2.—Who speaks in these last days to us?
By whom does he speak to us? What books
did he write? How were his sayings given to
us? Where may we find them ?

3.—Who does Jesus resemble? Who else
can be the express image of God? What then
must Jesus be ? .

4.— Compare the angels _with ordinary men.
Compare the angels with Jesus.

&.—How does God address Jesus? What
doeshe call him? How does he address the
angels?

6 —Whois the first begotten? What order
is given the angels about him ?

7.—How aro angels described ?

8—How ia Jesusdescribed ? On what seat-
ed? What is a sceptre? Who sits on a throne
and wields a sceptre?

9.— What does Jesus love? What does he
hate? What should be the loves and hates of

bis people?
- Seniors.

To what distinguished earthly house or fam-
ily did Jesus belong? Where was theoriginal
home of that family? Why did Joseph
snd Mary come up from Nazareth to
Bethlehem? XLuke 2: 4. Why was Jesus
born. in Bethlehem? How long since
Jesus was born? What expectation of

some great thing was there at that time?
Who was king in Jerusalem? What did he
think, and say, and do, when he heard about
this child ? Whatkind of a kingdom did Christ
establish? What does our lesson tell of his
royal dignity ?

1-2.—What time was the Old Testament
written ? How many authors were engaged
upon it? What were they called? 5?"1“
whose direction did they write? What do we
call this direction? What did Jesus write?
How does he speak to us? What t had
Jesus in the work of creation? What then
must we infer as to his existence?

3-7.—What is implied as to Jesus’ nature
when he is said to be the brightness of God’s
glory? How is Jesus like God? What part
has Jesus in divine providence? Col. 1:
16, 17. What did hedo with our sins? 1
Peter 2: 24. When did Jesus purge our
sins? When did he sitdown on right hand of
the 1fajesty on high? Who are the angels?
Under whose direction employed? What do
they do? Matb. 4: 11, Luke 2: 13-15;16-22.
John 20:12, What do you know about bad
angels?

8-9.—Who addresses the Son here? Who
is the Son ? How is he addressed ? What title
or name? What doctrine is supported by this
verse? If Jesus were only & man or a creature
could such language be properly applied to
him ? Why isJesus enthroned at this time?
See Phil. 2: 6-11. How long will Jesus oc-
cupy this mediatorial throne? See 1 Cor.
15: 24-28. What kind of Government will
Jesus conduct? How will righteousness
bs regarded ? How will iniquity be regard-
ed?

PRACTICAL

1. God has taken t pains to give us n
full revelation for ourgfgzdance. Ithas been
given as men were able to receive it. It
has been completed by Jesus. Weshould re-
ceive it with the greatest gratitude and rever-
ence. Every man should study it.

2. We should beattentive to the New Testa-
ment, for we find God speaking to us here by
his Son. The Gospels are largely taken up
with reports of the teachings of Jesus; and
the other parts of the New Testament set forth
the principles and doctrines of his teaching ;
s0 we take the whole New Testoment as the
word of the Son.

3. Jesus is very great,. He is heir of all
things. He made the worlds. He upholds
them. Ho has all the glory of God. He is
addressed a8 God. He is on_a_throne, and
wiclds all power. Matt. 28.18. Phil. 2, 9-11.
His character is perfect. He loves righteous.

LESSONS.

ness, and hates iniquity. Therefore weshould
love, serve, and obey him.

4. Angels are real beings employed by God
in the administration of his universe. They
are great and powerful. But they are all in-
ferior to Jesus, and theyare all commanded to
worship him.

5. This lesson gives great prominence to the
work of atonement. For although it does not
say much about it, what it does say is very
si[fmiﬁcant. (v, 8.) “When he had by him-
self purged our sins, sat downon the right
hand, etc.” This means that the work of
purging our sins was & necessary thing before
sitting down on his mediatorial throne. But
he purged our sins by his death which was
the crowning work of atonement. We are,
therefore, led, when we think of the greatness
and majesty of Jesus, to think also of his suf-
fering and death.

Answer in writing six selected questions from the above Questions.

-
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Primary Department,

Hewes ror Teaoners ofF LitrLe Fouks, BY

Mg. & Mes. G. H. ArcuisaLp, MoNTREAL,

LESSON X.—December 4th, 1898.
THE BOOK OF THE LAW FOUND. 2 Kings 22, 8-20.

1. GOLDEN TEXT: ‘“Blessed are they that
keep his testimonies, and that seek him with
the whole heart.” Psa. 119:2.

II. REVIEW THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER :
Pictures and stories about good men of the
0Old Testament.

III. REviEw THouG=HT FoR To-Day’s LEs-
soN: * Loving God’s Word.

IV. REVIEW QUESTIONS:

1. Who was Solomon ?

2. What kind of 8 man was he?

3. What book in the Bible did he write.

4. What does he say in last Sunday’s Gold--

n Text?
V. SYNOPSIS OF LESSON:

Josiah, the son and successor of Amon, king
of Judah, began tu reign when he was bu
eight years old, ax” was remarkable for his
integrity and piety. He gradually abolished
the idolatrous customs of his predecessors, and
in the eighteenth year of hisreign begana
thorough repair of the temple.

In the progress of this work, Hilkiah, the
high priest, found a complete copy of the law
of Moses, a rare treasure in those days of de-
generation and corruption, when God and his
institutions were forsaken and contemned on
every side.

Josiah himself was but imperfectly ac-
quainted with its contents until they were
read to him by one of his officers, and then he
was overwhelmed with grief to find how far
they and their fathers had departed from the
right way. He, however, humbled himself
before God, and received the most precious
promises of-the divine favor. He then assem-
bled the people and published the law in their
hearing, and they all united with the king in a
solemn vow of obedience.

After this he utterly destroyed every vestige
of idolatry, both images and temples, and then
by divine command, caused the feast of the
Passover to be celebrated with unusual solem-
nity.

VI. SLGGLSTIVE STEPs IN TEACHING THE
LESSON :

1. What is this book I hold in my hand?
Here review past lessons, especially 2 and 4 of
this quarter. What are some of the names by
which the Bible is called ¢

(a) God’s Word.

(&) God’s Book.

(c) Lead up to the idea of the Guide of
Life, and then refer to the Golden Text of the
day. Bring oub the other name of the Bible,
t¢His Testimonies.”’

2. Read together the Golden Text. What
is the meaning of the word ‘‘Blessed??
Bring out the thought that it means happy.
Of course, the word means more than happi-
ness, yet the word happy will convey to the
children the real meaning of the word perhaps
better than any other idea we could give them.

The lesson, therefore, of the day is ‘“ How to

be happy.”’

3. There are two kinds of people- happy
and anhappy. There are two kinds of child-
ren. So in the olden times, the Bible tells us
there were two kinds of kings.

4. Tell the story of Josiah, the good boy
king, who, although saurrounded by many bad
influences, yetlearned tofollow God's * Testi-
monies.”” Study the story of Josiah's life.
See synopsis.

5. What was it made Josiah such a good
boy and man ?

{(a) He learned God’s Testimonies.

(b) He obeyed.
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(c) He gave God his whole heart.

(d) He taughtGod’s“Testimonies” to others.

6. If we would be blessed, that isif we
would be happy, we must be willing :

(a) To study God’s Word.

(b) To obey it

(c) By word and action to teach it to others.

VII. PrinorpLES OF TEACHING AS APPLIED
70 THIS LESsoN:

1. REVIEW.

A similar thought is brought out in leszons
92and 4. Therefore, review thess lessons, and
use over again the illustrations there suggest-
ed. Old illustrations are better than new ones.

2. ADAPTATION.

We seek to teach the ohild the need of learn-
mg, loving, and living, God’s ‘‘ Testimonies,’
if he would be happy.

3. DEFINITENESS.

The one central definite thought to be taught
to the children is that contained.in the Golden
Text. One of the commonest mistakes we
make in our Sunday-school work is endeavor-
ing to teach too much.

4. Co-OPERATION.

The story of Josish is a most interesting
one, The fact that he was a boy king, only
eight years old when he began to reign, will
certainly win the co-operation of the children.
Study the lesson story well.

5. SYsYEM AND ILLUSTRATION.

We seek to teach through this coucrete illus-
tration of Josiah, the boy king, that if our
scholars would be happy, they too must follow
God’s ¢ Testimonies ”? with their whole
heart.

LESSON XI.—December 11th, 1898,
“IRYING TO DESTROY GOD’S WORD. Jeremiah 36: 20-32.

1. GoLpEN TEXT: “The word of our God
shall stand forever.” Isa.40: 8.

II. RevieEw THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER.
Pictures and Stories about Good Men of the
01d Testament.

III. Review THoUGHT FOR To-pDAY’S LEs-
soN. Knowing God’s Word.

IV. ReVIEW QUESTIONS :

1. Who was Josiah ?

2. How old was he when he began toj

reign ?

3. What book was found when he was!}
king? - - .
" 4. When the book of the Law was found,
what did Josiah do ?

V. Syxopsis oF LEssoN:

Jeremiah, one of the chiefs of the Hebrew !

Prophets, was the son of Hilkiah, and of the §

sacerdotal race. He was very young when he-,

was called vv the prophetic office, and on that 8

account declined it, but God promised him
grace and strength sufficient for his work, and
for forty-two years he persisted in this arduous
service, with unwearied diligence and fidelity,
in the midst of the severest trials and persecu-
tions.

Towards the close of his life he was carried

liah. On this occasion he was requested by
Johanan and his followers to inquire of the
Lord whether they should flee into Egypt. In
answer, after accusing them of hypocrisy, he
warned them in the most solemn manner, from
the Lord, not to go down to Egypt, but they
disregarded the commandment of God, and
went, and took Jeremiah forcibly along with

them, where, in all probability, he died, some
think a martyr.

VI. Sueeestive STEPS IN TEACHING THE
LESSON :
1. Begin with the story of a girl who learn-

intv Egypt against his will, by the Jows, who  ed and learned until she knew much of the
remained in Judea after the murder of Geda- | Bible. One time a wicked man took her Bible
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from her and threw it into thefire .When she
had stood for a while and watched the book
burning, she turned to him and said, ¢ You
cannot, take from me the first. fifteen chapters
of Matthew, which I know by heart.”

2. There was a boy named Jack. Jack was
a good boy, and wanted to do what was right,
but there were a lot of people who lived near
his house who tried to get Jack to duv wrong.
One day some of these big boys went into the

- country, and Jack went, too. Soon they saw

& bird’s nest, and one of them proposed that
they sheuld rob it, but Juck said ‘“No.”” They
called himn a coward, but he did not care. He
would not either rob the bird’s nest or allow
the other boys to do it, for he remembered
God’s word, ‘* Blessed are the merciful, for
they shall obtain mercy.” When Jack went
home he told his mother what happened, and
he never forgot, that passage in the Bible.

3. Tell another story or two of this kind,
bearing upon some other passages. For ex-
ample, * Be ye kind one to another,” ‘¢ Chil-
dren obey your parents,” ete., etc.

Suggest that as we.do God’s word we re-

member it and will. never forgetit. If we
would learn God’s word we must learn it in
pieces, and the best way tolearn itis to love
it and to live it. -

4. Here review last Sunday’s lesson. -

5. Now tell the lesson story.

(a) Jeremiah.

(b) ‘Jeremiah writes the book.

(c) The Book is read before the wicked
king.

(d) He seeks to destroy it by cutting it
with a penknife and burning it.

(¢) Jeremiah writes the book again from
memory.

(f) The punishment of the king.

6. The king did not love God’s word, and
therefore was not willing to obey it, and for
this reason he sought to destroy it. If we love
God’s word and are willing to obey it, we will
soon learn it.

VII. PrinNcipres oF TEACHING AS APPLIED
TO THIS LESSON :

1. RevieEw. -

Review ig particularly necessary in this les-
son, for we aim to emphasize the teaching of
last week’s lesson still more. There is a rame.
ness concerning Bible teaching running all
through the Quarter, and the Review may be
made very effective.

2. DEFINITENESS.

The one central definite thought is that of
learning, loving, and living God’s word.

3. ADAPTATION.

There is no doubt that the children can
grasp the idea easily that we seek to set forth
in this lesson, and there is no truth that needs
to be more taught than the necessity for the
studying of God’s word,

4. Co-OPERATION.

.The story of Jack, and that of the lesson,
may both be made interesting, and through
them we can gain and keep co-operation.

5. SysTEM.

We do not seek to bring anything new to
the child to-day except further illustrations of
the teaching of last Sunday’s lesson.

6. ILLUSTRATION.

The story of Jack and the Lesson Story will
“ light up ” the central thought which we
have in mind to-day.

LESSON XII.—December 18th, 1898.
REVIEW.

——p e fe——

As suggested in the Preview, it will be well to take this Snnday for a review of our
pictures and stories about good men of the Old Testament, and reserve next Sunday, which

is Christmas day, for the Christmas lesson.

{For Review suggestions see Preview.)
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LESSON XIIf.—December 25th, 1898.
REVIEW OR CHRISTMAS LESSON. Hebrews 1: 1-g.

1. GorLpex TEXT: ¢ For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11.

II. Review THOUGHT FOR THE QUARTER:
Pictures and stories about good men of the
Old Testament.

I1I. SyNors:is O¥ LESSON:

1. Our Christmas Lesson to-day is chosen
from the Gospel of Luke. Luke is the only

* evangelist who gives us this part of the Christ-
mas story.

Joseph being of the house and lineage of
David, made it necessary that he should visit
Bethlehem once & year to be taxed. He took
with him Mary, and there being no room for
them in the inn, the Saviour was bornina
stable, and cradled in a manger.

A short distance from Bethlehem, on the
hillsides, the shepherds were abiding watching
over the sheep. The story cannot be told in
simpler words than we have it in verses 8 to
20 of our lesson, and, therefore, need not be

repeated here.
IV. SucoEsTIVE STEPS IN TEACHING THE
Lessox : ¢

Boys and girls I want to tell you one, two
three, four, stories to-day, but first let me ask
youa question. Why is there a Christmas
Day? Whatisitfor? Why should there be
a Christmas Day? Let the teacher keep on
questioning in this way until the idea is
brought out from the children, that the Saviour
was needed to keep boys and girls from sin-
ning.

Story No. 1.

Tell the story of a girl who was made happy
by giving away a toy that she loved. While
thege stories are being told sketch them rough-
ly on the blackboard. It always adds interest
tothe story.

Story No. 2.

Tell the story of a boy who wanted to live
tomake others happy. Fred was a very poor
boy, and when Christmas came he thought
more about making others happy and about
what he was to give, than what he was to get
for his Christmas gift. He only had one cent
tospend, and how could he buy five Christmas
gilts with one cent.

Oh' he thought, if I were only rich, I would
make mother happy, and auntie bappy, and
sister happy, and the two others that he want-
ed to make happy ; but he only had one cent,
‘What should hedo? I will tell you.

He went into a store and he asked the store-
keeper how many rows of pins he would give
him for a cent. He told the man what he
wanted them for, and the maun gave him five
rows. He found away up in the garret some
colored paper, and mother gave him five little
Christmas cards. He carefully out the five
rows of pins apart, and then rolled each one-
up very prettily in the colored tissue paper.
Then writing as well as he could upon the
oard, the names of the persons for whom his
present was intended, on Christmas morning
he made all five of themhappy by his thought-

———
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ful Christmas gift. It only cost one cent, but
Fred gave it a lot of thought, and he was the
happiest one of the five. Fred seemed to live
to make others happy.

SToRY No. 3.

Away in Japan there lived a boy who had
never heard about Jesus. The people who
lived near him did cruel and wicked things.
Something in his heart told him it was wrong,
and seemed to say to him that he ought not to
do these things, but he could not help it, for
he had never heard of the Saviour. There was
no Christmas there. Why, do you suppose?
Bring out the thought that there is no Christ-
mas Day where there is no knowledge of

Christ.
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Srory No. 4.

Many many years ago away in heaven, Jesns
lived with his father. He had everything he
wanted to make him happy, but looking down
tothe earth, hesaw that boys and girls who did
not know God were unhappy, and, therefore,
he was willing to leave heaven, and come to
the earth to teach them how to be happy.
Christmas was the day he chose for his birth-
day. Here tell the lesson story.

{¢) The journey of Joseph and Mary to
Bethlehem.

(») The shepherds watching their flocks
around the camp fire.

(¢) In the darkuess of the night the Angel
of the Lord came down upon them.

(d) Their fear.

(¢) The Angel’s words, ¢ Fear not,” eto.

(f) The mulhtude of the heavenly hoet, and
the gloria.

(9) The journey to Bethlehem.

(#) The finding of the babe, etc.

() Christ’s life and death.

Make the application as suggestéd in the
cut. Jesuslived to make others happy,soshould
we. ‘‘Jt ismore blessed to give than to receive.”

» V. PRINCIPLES OF TEACHING AS APPLIED To
THIS LEssoN:

1. REVIRW.

None is needed for this lesson, e‘(cept we
recall former Christmas lessons. .

2, ADAPTATION.

The idea that Christmas is the timetove. .
ceive presents, should be changed into the idea*
that it is the time to give them, to make others
happy.

3. DEFINITENESS.

Makiog others happy is the one central defi-
nite thought of the lesson.

4. Co-OPERATION.

Co-operation will be gained and kept easily
through the four stories.

5. SYSTEM.

From the known Christmas, lead to the un-
known Christ’s life of making others happy.

6. ILLUSTRATION.

The four stories, and the blackboard work
a8 suggested in the cat, will abundantly illus.

trate the central definite thought.

.
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