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NARRATIVE
OF THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF

JOEN GONRAD SEHAFFORD,

KNOWN BY MANY BY THE NAME OF THE

DUTCH HERMIT,

‘Who for the last 50 years has lived a cecluded and lonely life, in a log hut,
in a remote part of the village of Dundee, (Lower Canada,) where he
died on the 24th of April last, (1840,) at the age of between 80 and 90.

SrarrForD early emigrated to Canada, and was induced first to prefer a
lonely life in” consequence of being deprived of an only child, a beloved
daurhter, who, when but 15 years of age, was taken prisoner and car-
ried off @ captive be the Indians, and who, although she was three months
after redeemed by her afflicted father, yet m consequence of the most
shameful and beastly treatment she had received from the merciless sava-
ges, she expired a wretched victim of their barbarity, three weeks after
her liberation.

The particulars of the Captivity and dreadful sufferings of this unfortunate
young female, may be found herein detailed, and are sufficient to satisfy
the reader, that the North American savages are not n every instance
go humane and forbearing to their white female capuves as they have
been represented to be.
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LIFE OF

- !
JOHN CONRAD SHAFFORD,
THE

DUTCH HERMIT.

~ ————

A

¢ Far in a wild, unknown to public view,
From youth to age, a reverénd Hermit grew;

" The moss his bed, a kut his kumble cell,
His food the fruits, his drink the crystal well ;
Remote from man, with Gop he past his days,
Prayer all his business, all his pleasure praise L

I'r was Wil
(Lower Canada,) Y. the month of Novémber last, (1839,) that the

writer of the Namtk\%e:gnresented was attracted by the ap-
pearance of smoke proceeding from the chimney of a log but of

very humble construction, situated in a forest far from any other .

dwelling, and apparently so ifiaccessable, as to be but seldom visit-
* ed by any human being! lmpelled by a curiosity to ascertain

ho the inmates could be, and their motives for selecting a spot
};;) secluded and dreary for their place of abode, the writer ap-
proached and knocked at the door of the hut, (constructed of two or
three unwrought slabs; which appeared interided as a temporary
barricade to -the only place of entrance that could be discovered,)
“and at which soon appeared a human being clad in a garment of
fur, and whom, by his wrinkled brf)w,/and long white beard flow-
_ing therefrom, it was to be presumed that i in age, he could ot num-
" ber much less than fourscore and ten years !—on presenfing him-

gelfl to view (however ludricous he might have suppomd his ap-

. pearance must have been to a st ) he appeared. m 'no’ way
alarmed or disconcerted ; and the writerhaving ﬁrst M@M
*for (he intrusion, as well as lus mohve for thus re

8.Qn a hunting exctirsion near the v1"aoe of Dundee -~




S~ 6 - LIFB OF JONN C. SHAFFORD,

disturbing the old gentleman in his solitary retreat, he appeared

not the least displeased with the visit, but disposed to gratify the

-, " curiosity of his new and unexpected visitor, by readily replying to

interrogatories, as to his motive in thus prefering a eecluded life,

(for he had intimated that he there dwelt entirely alone,) to that

4 . of mingling with human society, which he assured the writer, was
——- in consequence of the heavy afflictions that he had been doomed
to experience in early life, which alone first led him to select this 3
. o retifed and then unfrequented spot, as the- place of his permanent .
) residence ; and having erected with his own hands, the humble hut
in which he then dwelt, he had remained the only living éccupant
thereof for upwards of fifty years!—And, on the etiquiry how and

4 _in what manner he subsisted, and obtained the necessaries of life,
- at so advanced an age, he replied, that “at a short dlstance there-
ﬂi from, he had under cultivation a small patch of land, which pro-
-F duced him his vegetables, and that he too possessed a good cow,
with some few other domestic animals; and in addition to which» .
the fruits of his labour in his most vigorous days had not yet bee. ;.. ‘
come quite exhausted, and he could not but flatter himself '

: mainder of his life, which, it was but rea
) 7 1 - _ thendrawingto a close!”—And to he’ ter’s further i lnqmry lhat
e « alone and defenceless, (as he appeared to be,) if he was not under
some apprehension that at an unexpected moment he might be
visited by robbers, with the view of dispossessing him of his little -
wealth ?” the old man unhesitatingly replied, * well, indeed, migh/b‘é:
was I really as defenceless as you represent me, but not so, I have
: the meaus of defence at hand that I was early taught to believe was -
S0 . . sufficient to protect me against an attack of a host of the vilest—
P ' foes! And if you will tarry but a ‘moment, friend, @amued he)
. I will show you what it is, and then you may judge for yourself'!”
e —As he had prevxously hinted that hunting bad once been his
- i R favourite amusement, the writer here supposed that his boasted
- means of dcfencc, could be no, other (probably) than the posaaswn
of some ancient, highly prized, and doubtless well charged fanlu:gv.
piece! and great therefore was hlB sarprise to behold the Old Pa-‘_
triarch on his retarn, presentmg the Holy Bible, with the remark

b ’ g ‘,that “that was hip safeguard, by which ke bad been taught that

»

-




THE DUTCH HERMIT. ~ T

if he lived faithful, however lonely. his situation, there would be
- always a friend near, both willing and able to protect him !”

The writer having from a motive of curiosity expressed a desire
to become better acquainted with the old gentleman’s history, as
well as the privilege of béing permitted to bave an internal view
of his humble hut, his request was not only granted, but was very
politely invited to walk in for the purpose that he had mentioned,
and by whom, as regarded the latter, was found much more wretch-

-ed than what he had anticipated. The only furniture which it core
tained, was a block of wood, which served the aged inmate for a
chair, and his only bed a hollow log, filled with dry grass and
leaves, and of a size so small as to be hardly sufficient to hold his
body~—and his only cooking utensils, &c. ar iron pot, a small |

"broken spider, a pewter pormger and a wooden spoon '—On the

writer’s remarking, that, *in the choice of his furniture he must
have been governed mdre by the principles of economy, than that
of convenience;” < indeed | was, (was his reply,) and well T might

b -4 when but a boy, I was like too many others of my age,

oughtw the folly of pride and extravagance !~~When but
=gixteen years:- of age; parents emigrated from Holland to the_ .
* United States, and w\ he small means that they then posSessed

- they rented a few aeres of I«u.d in the western part of the State ot'
" New York in the nelghbourikmd\?ga well cultivated farm of my-
uncle (my father’s brother) who h emigrated to America &leven
}gurs ‘before —by industry and frugality, io four years, the produce
of the few acres of land rented by my fat
ble him to purchase a small farm, clear of 1 d’mb‘nce, situated
in the nelghborhood of the Mohawk river, and about wikech time I

- becnme of age, and agreed to work for my father f\\the term of
one year, for the conslderation of receiving seven dolars per
month, the highest wages then paid—I fulfilled my contract faith-
fully, as he did his, by paying me at the end of the year the very
considerable sum (so then considered by mne) of 81 dollars in silver
-money ; indeed scarcely had [ seen, much less possessed so reat a
sum before! A sum which I then foolishly believed sufficiént to
enable me to live idl> & few months at least—a sum wh'rch;if pru.

* dently laid out would at that period, (as the western partiof the
State was then rapidly settling,) have been sufficient to have pur.

T, was sufficient to ena- _
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8 LIFE OF JOHN C. SHAFFORD,

chased a very valuable lot of land, which fen years after, would
no doubt have yielded me ten times that sum—but, as the saying is
¢¢ the fool and his money is soon parted,” and so with me, for with
the pretence of travelling to find a cheaper and more desirable sit-
uation and at such expense that when found, my money was mostly
“. gone, and I had become too poor to purchase, but determining to
/ improve by past folly, and being still in my prime, Iagam retumed
to my father, and with whom I once more contracted to ‘work ano.
ther year for the same wages as before, w hich I did, and I believe
much to his satisfaction, and with equal punctuality on his part Te-
ceived the fruits of my labour at the years’ end, with which I very-
soon after made a purchase of forty acres of good but uncleared
land, in that section called Genessee country, then but very thinly
settled by white inbabitants. The first vear [ cleared a few acres
“and erected me a log house thereon, and the spring following visit-
ed my father to inform him of my location &ec., but more particu-
_ larly for the purpoée of obtaining as an helpmate, a smart and in-
dustrious young woman of about my own age, and of Dutch.gp
rents, who lived in the neighborhood of my father, and - dpba ¥
_Fhad previously become acquainted, and Wm 84 her old-.
est brother, I .two weeks after returned-to wiat I was then pleased
-to consider my permanent home, and iy wife (as regarded her-
gelf) was as pleased on her arrival s6 to consider it._ ’
In less than one year, by the persevering mdustry of rgy wife’s
brother, and myself, we- cleared and sowed with wheat between
fifteen and sixteen acres of my _small farm, and to which, from rear
to year (as my land proved productive and_the market good for
the sale of the produce,) I was enabled to purt,hase and to add
. thereto additional lots of land, until { foun& myself in the year
1788 in possession of a.farm’ suﬁicnent]y large to divide into two,
and thus to provide for my brother-in.law, who, unlll that perlod
_ bad industriously wrought for e, and to whom I considered my-
self much indebted for the success and good fortune that had d.
tended me.—To the time mentioned 1 bad been blessed with but
one child, (a daughter,) and had it not been but for an unfortu.
Date aircumstance, we might, as we then did (although remotely. .
situated from any &onsiderable settlement, ) have long enjoyed un.
‘molested the fruus of our honest industry—bu /tpunfortunately, ’

N




THE DUTCH HERMIT. 0

although the long protracted and cxpensive war, which had beep
raging between America and Great Britain, had/been brought to'g.
close, yet the savages who had been engaged to take a part in the
contest with the latter, appeared unwilling to bury the hatchet,
and continued for some time to molest, and either to butcher out-
right, or to make captives and carry off such of the defenceles
\whne mhabltants on the frontiers as were so unfortunate as to fa&
~mtp their hands=—they even became so bold and blood thirsty, and
so eager to obtain the scalps of the unfortunate whites, as to ex-
tend their excursions in larger orsmaller parties to within a few
miles of my neighborhood; yet, from me and my family, when
visited by them, they had ever met with such a kind and friendly
reception, that they had repeatedly given us to understand that we
never need be under any fear or apprehension of their troubling us,
that as they had been informed that I had taken no part in the late
war against them, they would sooner afford me their protection
than do me an m_]ury ; and in token whereof, they frequently prof-
fered me the pipe. 6f peace '— With these assurances of fnendshlp,
X /We were, like many others, lulled into immaginary secunty, until
" the close @the Fear 1790, when a party of the Canadian Indians

whom they . ha(lbeen, wnd were still at war, the latter, through fear
of bemg~overpowered by the former, fled in much confusion to ob-
tain the assistance of a friendly tribe further south, and to within
a few«mles of which tribe they were ‘pursued by their invading
foes! but, not being so successful in their pursuit as they antici-
pated, the‘y returned, filled with rage and disappointment, and with
the avowed determination to revenge themselves on the whites,
with whom their Indian foes ‘had been on friendly terms during
their contest with Great Britain ; and, agreeably to their threats
(as it was afterward ascertained,) on their return surprized, mur-
dered and scal ped several of the defenceless inhabitants, and took
‘sbme prisoners, previous to their arrival i in my neighborhood, which
wasa. httle~past nine o’clock in the evenmg, and I had but just
time hastilyto secuce the doors of my house, without the recollec-
_ tion at the moment that my ‘daughter (my only child) had stepped
* out on some necessary occasion a few minutes previous, and whose
almost unmedlate cries for help, too well assured me that she had -

. 2
4

P _
wn

" baving crossed\ﬁQ Lake, to invade a settlement of Indians “with
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10 . LIFE OF JOHN C. SHAFFORD,

fallen into the handsof the merciless wretches! who after making
two or three unsuccessful attémpts to force my doors,»departed,
having, as 1 then supposed, either murdered, or, what was almost
as much to be dreaded, carried off my poor child a captive! '
Early the morning ensuing confirmed my fears, as to the melan-
choly fact of her having beew carried off by them, as her lifeless
body, or any appearance of her having been murdered, could not
be discovered ; and ‘as soon as I could convey information of my
loss to my neighbour,¥who lived to the distance of about one
mile,) he with myself, and accompanied by my brother-in-law,
started on horseback in pursuit, with the distant hope of being
able to overtake the savages previous to their crossing the Lake ;

but in this we were disappointed, for on reaching the Lake the

next day we were informed by a friendly Indian that he had noticed
them crossing over to the Canada side two or three hours previous
to our arrival; and, in confirmation that they were the same party
which we were in pursuit of, he had particularly noticed that
among othey ‘prisoners, there was a young- female, answering the

desc: iption given of my daughter l-—As we at that time posses

0

not the means to cross the Lake to pursce them’fﬁgfo‘: récefv. -

ing the information of their having “actually ¢ ], we gave up

_ the pursuit, and I returned home to my. dlsc nsolate wife, and who
could not be made to believe otherwxseffhan that the life of her -

poor child had not only been spared, to ex}penence the most cruel
tortures that savage barbarity eould invent, or inflict l—and who

" could only be comsoled with the promise, that, as soon as possxble,

I would pursue the savage ruffians into Canada, and«if so fortu.
nate as to find our child alive, I would spare no pains to effect her
redemption at any price; and for this purpose, the week follgw.
ing I left home, and succeeded ‘in reaching Canada, to learn that
‘the Indians who composed the expedition were chiefly those of the
St. Francis tribe, as they were _then denominated, and who dwelt
at soine distance from where I then was, to the north ; and thither
with some difficulty, I repaired, where although 1 met with some
who confessed that they were attached to the expedition, yet from
them could obtain no other information of the fate of my-daughter,
than that they had (by the intercession of their chief; ,) concluded
tospare her life, and as he had been mstrumental m savmg her

]

5
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~

from the scalping knife, he claimed her as his own, on their arri-
val at their settlement ; and as none appeared disposed to dispute
rights with him, he had compelled her to accompany him to his
settlement, (he being of another tribe, still further north,) and
where, if still living, they had no doubt that he too highly valued
his “ young squaw” to be very willing to part with her! .

By this m(ormatlon (the truth of which:I had no great reason
to doubt Y| bewan to despair of being soon able to find and to ef-
fect the release of my poor child, as the tribe ~with which she was
mnow represented a prisoner, had éver ‘been eonsidered a wandering
tribe, and without ary permanent place of residence—as my only
alternative now, and what appeared to me to be the bestand only
means to_recover- her, I, previous to my return, publicly made
known to every Indian that I met with, (particularly those of the
St. Francis tribe) that to any one of them who would thereafter
restose.to me my daughter, alive, I would present the sum of 200
dollars in silver money ; and having received the assurances of
many, that, for the value of the reward, they would do all in their
abower to find out to what part of the interior she was conveyed
) nd xf a p(fgeﬂ)le thing, to assist her in eﬁ'ectmg her escape, if her
liberty could not“&s othem ise obtamed I once more returned to
my aﬁilcted wife, anih. where in a state of melancholy suspense,
we passed nearly « thrce “menths, without recéiving any tidings
) whatever respecting the fate of our unfortunate daughter ; which,
from the well known character of the savages into whose hands
she had fallen, we had no reason to believe could be the best, as
after my return, I received information from some of my neigh-
_bours of many other depredations committed by the same party
of Indians, on their return from their unsuccessful expedition.—She
most melancholy instance was that of the destruction of the lives
of almost every member of the unfortunate family of a Mr. John
Corbly, a preacher of the gospel ; ,the particulars ‘of which I re-
ceived from his own llps, and were these—that « having an ap-

pointment to.pfeach at a short distance from his dwelling house,
he left home for that purpose, with his wife and five children, and
while they proceeded forward he walked behind them leisurely,

was suddenly alarmed by the screeching of his family, to the relief

A

without apprehending any danger ; and while-thus proceeding he

A
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o 12 LIFE OF JOHN C. SHAFFORD,
: - . !

of whom he immediately hastened, vainly seeking a club of some

' © other weapon to defend himself as he ran—when within a few °

rods of his family, his unfortunate wife perceiving him approach-

ing, cried out and begged him to make his escape—at which in-

: stant, an Indian, (who it was supposed with several others had lain

. _ in ambush,) ran up and attempted to sheat, him, but his giln missing
fire, Mr. Corbly succeeded in making his estape—the Indians im-
mediately thereupon commenced a murdefous attack on his de-
fenceless family ! His wife was first shot and scalped by the Indian

. who had attempted to shoot him (Mr.C.) and a small infant
which she carried in her arms shared no better fate !—his little son
six years of age, they next dispatched, mangling his body in a

. shocking manner with their tomahawks, as they did his little daugh-
ter still younger.—During the dreadful slaughter his oldest child (a
daughter) attempted to escape by concealing herself in whbllow
tree a few rads from the scene of action, and observing the Indians
retiring (as she supposed) she deliberately crept from the place of
her concealment, when one of the Indians who still remained on 3
the ground e’f}gying her, knocked her down with his tomahaw‘i(_ g, i
‘'scalped her ! This was but one of the many instqm"&”;aﬁgé A
barbarity exercised toward the defenceless wlzji{’ inhbbitants, and
it was supposed, by one and the same paxty of Indians on their
return to Canada. ' -

. As we could obtain no tidings of our daughter (as'I observe)
and three months -had passed since the fatal night that the cruel
savages conveyed her away, we began almost to despair of being
ever again permitted to meet her on earth—but, while our appre-
hensions were at the greatest height, that such would be our mis.
fortune, we ere, in the dead of night, suddenly awakened by the
well known yell of savages, who immediately thereupon com.
menced kno‘q\king at my-door with their clubs and tomahawks, and )

_ in breken Er@%questing admittance, as they “had brought ‘
home my captive child !”—but believing this to be too good news
to-be'true, and that it was nothing more or less than a stratagem

2 ' of the treacherous savages to gain admittance, and perhaps for no
o ) other purpose than to take our scalps, I at first paid no other ats
s : tention thereto than to put myself in the best possible state of de-
“ﬁ . _ fence, and to call out to them, and assure them that I would
£y ‘ ‘

Ly
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b THE DUTCH HERMIT. 13
shoot the first Indian that should enter my house against my will 1 : ?t

- this, however, so far from intimidating them in the ‘least, seemed L
to have 3 contrary effect, inasmuch as that they continued to

kﬁ‘pck at my door with increased violence, and at the same time

to repeat their assurances that they meant me no harm, and had

fﬁ " come for no other purpose than to restore to me my child, whose

-liberation they had, agreeable to my views, providentially effected ! '
—as this was spoken in a tone peculiar only to those of the savage

tribe who are pacifically disposed, I began to think more favoura-

bly of them, and that what they had represented to me to be the

fact, might even so prove—and, to guard myself well against the

possibility of deception, I told them that nothing but hearing the <.-

—lT
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voice of my-daughter would sutiéfy me that they were friends,
and my daughter was once more at liberty, and then, one of their
number.—Immediately upon whichmy poor child, (with a voice as
loud as her enfeebled health would admit of ) declared to me that
‘it was all positively true, and begged that I would open the door
as soon as possible, that she might enjoy the -privilege of behold-
- ing the faces of her dear parents once more !”—it was my daugh-
e Tors voil;?'a'“#i’\l could not be deceived !—it was enough! and
required no savagwistance now to force back the bolts, or to
remove the bars of my deors, with which I had taken the precau- )
tion to secure them-—no, ivwas done by myself alone, and in an )
instant, as if by magic—and at the next, my long lost child was’ ' S
in‘my arms, when the mingled emotions of joy und grief produced
thereby, prevented any other utterante, on the part of either, than ) .
the exclamation “my father!”” « my child ’—while the savages S oot
who accompanied her, stood during the affecting moment, appa- - "
rently motionless, and grinning, as'it were, a_ghastly smile '-—I o
" had indeed, to my inexpressible joy, recovered my beloved daugh- - k
ter, but, alas, she appeared but the shadow of what she once was ; ‘ / ,
and too evident was it by her weak and emaciated appearance, '
that the three montbs that she had been in the power of the merci-
less savhges, that she had suffered every thing but death itself,as J:.—L
her tale of woe afterward confirmed ! Early the morning ensuing %
the savages (through whose instrumentality I had been enabled to 1
recover my child,) becoming impatient to return, I paid them their
promised reward, in hard money, and they departed, apparently " -

S oub

\ . - . » ,V




i, | g

14 LIFE OF JOHN C. SHAFFORD,

highly pleased with their good fortune in receiving so considerable
a sum, for services so easily performed ; they having engaged to
pay the young chief but the sum of twenty dollars on their-return
in exchange for the fair captive, who he represented to them had
become his wife by adoption! As soon as my poor ill-fated child
had become in some degree- composed, and had gained sufficient
strength so to do, she narrated to me and her afflicted other,
the heart rending trials and afflictions that she had been made the
subject of, from the time that mlsfortune placed her in the power
of the savages, until the moment That she was providentially re-
stored to liberty, which as far as my., recollection serves me, was
in substance as follows :—— :
« That on the fatal evening that she was made a prisoner of; the
savages seized her at the moment that she was about to enter the

* back door of the house, dragged her a few rods therefrom, and

bound her with a cord to a tree, where were three other white
captives (males) in a similar condition ; which, when ,done, they

returned to commence an attack on the house, and in which they

were but a short time employed, for they not only found the,

well secured, but at the very moment hearing the.gmﬁfﬂ,f a.horn,‘& o

and the report of a musket, they became 'm,g/renﬁy much fright.

_ ened, (probably supposing themselves pumﬂed) unbound her and the

other captlves, in great haste, and settmv out upon a trot, drove
her and the other prisoners before them, whom, if they attempted
to slacken their pace in any degree, were unmercifully beat and
scourged with rods which the savages had each prepared himself
for that purpose—their bitter lamentations and entreaties' for
mercy had no other effect than to induce them to attempt to in.
crease their pace by a stlll more severe application of their rods !
—it was in' this way that my daughter was compelled to travel
through an almost impenetrable forest, until the break of day, when
her'strength began to fail her, and she to manifest an malnllty to
travel, in the manner mentioned, any further—the savages perceiv-
ing this, they came to a halt, when a warm dispute arose among
them, some (as she was afterward informed) being in favour of
g‘lispatching,her on the spot, and to be no longer troubled with her,

-while others (among whom was their young chief) were in favour

of sparing her life, which opinion appeared at length to prevail,

. A e
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through the influence of their leader, who at this moment dis- ' J
mounting from the horse on which he rode, and baving with the

assistance of another Indian placed my daughter on the back

thereof, she was thereto secured ; when a part of the savages who

appeared to have disagreed in opinion with their chief, and were .
probably in favour of her being otherwise disposed of, (which in- {
deed would have proved a great mercy to her, if permitted to judge
by the dreadful treatment that she afterward experienced) now
separated from those by whom she was still held a prisoner, and
accompanied by the three other captives, took their departure in
another direction. :

She thought she probably would have been treated with less in-
humanity by the savages, had they not by.some means or other
been plentifully supplied with spirituous liquor, with which they
became more or less intoxicated, and frequently beat her for no
other reason, as she could conjecture, than that their natural bar-
barous dispositions lead them so to do'—as they compelled the
beast on w:'ch she rode to travel mostly on a trot, and mothing

W,

being allowed\her but a tattered blanket to ride upon, she would

mot have beefrahle fo have kept, her position had she not been i

supported by two OAf\t‘ne\savages, who walked one on her right and *'g ks
the other.on hex: left for thut purpose—and to keep her erect and to S
prevent her from pitching fyrward, another who walked in the N :

rear, and as occasion required held her tightly by the hair of her

head, and who appeared quite indifferent as to the pain that it
" caused her; while the horse was led by the young chief who walk.
ed-forward for that purpose, and it was in this way that they
travelled until they reached the Lake, where baving found a boat -
at hand suitable for their purpose, they all crossed therein, but N
which being of only sufficient -size to hold themselves, the chief i
‘was obliged to abandon his horse, but in some-way or other sup-
plied his place with another as soon as they reached the opposite -
shore, and in the same manner as before crossing the Lake, con.
tinued to travel the twg proceeding days, without making any lon- ..
ger stop than time sufficient to partake sparingly of their provis- I
ion, which consisted mostly of smoked venison, which each car-. ] ,
ried in his pack for that purpose. At.the close of the fifth day - : ' o
from that on which my daughter became their prisoner, they

2
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. 16 LIFE OF JOMN C. SHAF FORD,

reached an Indian settlement, which proved to be the abiding
place of two or three of the savages in whose power she had last
been—here another warm dispute arose respecting (as she con-
jectured) whose captive she should be ; many angry words were
exchanged, accompanied with frightful grimaces, and a display of
their long knives and tomahawks, when at length, in the greatest
heat of the contest, (and probably with the intention of putting an
end thereto) a lusty and most powerful looking savage rushed upon
her, with an uplifted tomahawk, and when to appearance, on the eve
of dashing out her brains, received a severe blow from the toma-
hawk of the young chief, which laid him prostrate and senseless
on the ground, and which appeared to have the desired effect to
decide the dispute, as she was immediately thercupon dismounted
and led off in triumph by one whom she then vainly believed would
‘prove the protector of her person, as well as her life, but in tlns ~
she found herself too soon unhappily deceived! :
The chief (as he was denominated) was accompamed but by
“one other Indian, and-who through fear of being pursued by some ..
of those who were left behind, or for some other reasoms.
savages travelled with much greater speed thew- Ol};.@ &Y’w”" s
ceding, and greatly to her suffering compofled her to keep pace
with them until sunset, when baving sought an encampment. fos’
the night, in the midst of a thicket, where the young chief. having
. signified to her by signs and in very broken” English that he had
preserved her life that she might become his adopted « squaw.!”
attempted to take liberties with her, which was the first insult of
the kind that she had received from either him or any one of his
party, since the evening of her unfortunate capture, and who on °
that occasion met with such a repulse as to deter him from a res
petition, at that time, of his wicked and beastly design—in every
other respect she was treated with more humanity than by some
. of those who last left them ; but the'treatment that she then re-
ceived was of a nature to satisfy her what she might expect from
this savage ruffian, if it should be her misfortune to remain lonig in
his power ! nor in these awful appreherisions was she disappoint-
. ied, for on their arrival two days after at his settlement (situated
near the boarder of the Lake) she.was proclaimed by himself and
others his ¢ young captive squaw ! in great triumph, and by a’

~
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general pow-wow, and after be{hg fancifully painted, and decorated

after their Indian manuner she was forcibly conveyed to his wig-

wam, where she was given in charge of two or three squaws (one )
of whom was very aged) by whom she was given to understand
that that was to be the place of-her future abode! . ’

It was at that moment (my poor child observed) she would have /
given worlds, had she possessed them, to have been once more at
liberty, and under the protection of her dear parenis, from the out-

!
!
‘.

rages of a savage n10n=‘er, who appeared not in'the least affected
with a view-of the state of .v'(,tumuncss in wiich-he had placed
her, but to the contrary, wih meeh sceming unconeern 16t her -

the wmorning "n:um" (m a siate of mental distrac o.:) to Te-engage

in his usu- l Lunting exeursions, asd with her most eargest prayer i}
- that he micht nuver be permitied to return again !—she was left

in charge of his tother antd sister, by whem during his abscnce

she wns most erucily treated; taey kept lier 2imost constantiv em- '
ploved in poundin

z parched or baked corn, in a larze woodem -
mortar, which when safficiently refined, they manufictured into
Dread, which with a fow 91'(‘() of haif putrid venson, se*vca them’

for theu‘ dallma\a'lu of w .uch uey allowed her ba'ehvamcxe.u
- o sustain nxtun“&-m“‘cur uav from the time of his departure the ”
young chief returned, at wiose appeararce she could not bat shud- ' : 0
der at the-recollection of the treatment that she had and might . . p
again expect to recéive frem him!'—on ;e'lrnm-v fro:n her (by
signs) the crus! treatment that sh2 had received in his absence, . -
the unfe ul—,g vruiz scemed ryrat...ed than distieased there.
. with, ;rd in no way c.spm (as it proved) to spare the poqA N A
chiid’ {from stiil "re'.tt‘.r/rﬁuwn s, and that too, apparently to the .-
great sa.tlsmcuo/r \nd amizsenacit of both ms.mother zud sister ! -
" The mommrr foilowing, she found that aithouzh her time was to ,
be devoted ‘to some other cmpioyment tham that in which she had .
been engaged, yet, to such as proved still more unplessant and e
equally laborious, and which was no other than that of dissecting —
and preparing the carcases, (by #alting and smoking) such ani- e L
mals as the young chief had . ret‘umed with from his hunting ex- . -
cursion ; and in the performance of which, being not much ac-\ o
- qu&mteda;he thade but very ﬁﬁw progress, and for whbich she was .
* . so severely chagtlsed by both the old squaw and her son utobrmg B . S
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18- LIFE OF JOEN O. SHAFFORD,

. . upon her a gettled fever, with which she was twelve days confined
.o to her bed (if a few dry corn husks could be so called) without
being ablé but with great difficulty to help herself; apd should

(she thought) certainly have died, had she not during her illness

‘ ’ ' been treated with a. little more lenity, which wasvprobt_:bly from

\ motives of gain, more than that of pity ! but, no sooner was it

] - " perceived that she had in a small degree recovered her health and -
E strength, than she was again compelled to_bécome the victim of .

Bt shameful insult, and to the performance of the daily labour allot-

.ted her, and which in some” way of other she was compelled to
perform with little intermission until the happy day of her deliver-

- - ance arrived, and until which time the young chief was more than
; + . half bis time absent on a hunting, fishing, or some other excur-
; / sion, when she was always left, as in the first instance, in charge’

of the old squaw and her daughter, and whose greatest desire it

geemed to be to see who should outrival each other in acts of cruel.

ty towards her! . ' B
} The fortunate day (which was to prove the last of he/m' ifi‘-'—
: ty) the hut, or wigwam, to which she had been almost jijpriaial

e

(5

,H confined, the three months that she had been held x'nt;nitt‘érr cafitwi

E ) ty, was unexpectedly visited by four etra.‘tfg/e '&ges, bearing a

2 3 white flag, which with them, as weil as’ with those morgf;civiiized,
is ever viewed as an emblem of pkace—their first inquiry was for ™

- the young chief, with whom they represented to his. mother (the

— old squaw) that their business was not only of a paeific’ nature,’

' but of very great importance—the ¢hief soon after entered, be.

- tween whom and the four visiticg savages a conversation ensued,
and although my child too imperfectly understood their language
P . to be able to determine the tenor thereof, vet as the four Indians
. : in the course of the conversation frequently pointed to her, she
_ was not without her suspicions that it was something relating to

herself, and which was afterward confirmed, (as three of said sav.
ages were about retiring) by the chief’s directing her by signs to
. follow them, in the mean time repeating the words ¢ go away!”

: “ go away !’ ¢ white face !” and one of the three at the same
moment taking her by the arm led her from'the hut, while two of
the others (the fourth remaining) closely followed behind—to what
Place they were about - to conduct her,or for what purpose, she # .

- 7 - : -
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knew not, nor did she much care, for if to dispétch her ,p%e,
with their clubs or tomahawks for the sake-of her scaly, it was
her opinion that such a death would in all probability be instanta.
neous, which would be far more desireable than the cruel linger- l
ing death which she must have experienced had it been her lot to

+  have remained longer in captivity, subject to the savage will and
brutal treatment of one. in whose power she bad been the three
Jast preceding months. But, as it proved, it" was the will of pro-
vidence that a better fate should attend her—that the savages in

-

‘ whose power she was now placed intended her no serious injury, 8 ,/'
n she was perfectly satisfied when they appeared in no way disposed RS
to treat her but with the greatest degree of humanity—while with L -
thedfshe suffered nothing for the ‘want of food, and that of a good = T
and wholesome kind, and as her deprivations and sufferings had ) - :
- rendered her too feeble: to walk but with a very slow pace, they,. - )
Yy without her desiring lt. constructed with poles a litter, by the aid g
ﬁ cof whlch they took- turns to carry her, and she was thus convey- : ) §

ed nea;ly the whole distance on her return, which was performed ’ : ’

. '.“ in six days !” | ! - 4
T as the poor oid<man concluded the melancholy tale of the cruel -

and unprecedemd\sﬁﬁ'ermgs of his unfortunate child; the tears
streamned profuséaiv down™is furrowed cheeks, and his grief ap-
parently at that moment so great as almost to forbid him utterance!
it was some txmd;ﬁﬁfore he became sufficiently composed to con-g
- tinue his narration, and to the inquiry « if his unfortunate daugh-
ter long survived the brutal treatment she received from ‘the sava.
ges while in their power ?” his reply was (still sobing) “no! no!’
my dear friend, she did not—the poor child liv/ed but just three
weeks after her return !—her constitution was. too much impaired .
by what she had endured from the hands-of a savage monster, to
admit of ber recovery! in three weeks from the time of" “her de-
liverance from savage outrage, she #id an eternal adicu to this
troublesome world, and left me childless at the age of 37 !—and as
if my cup of woe was pot yet full, but three months after the
death of my dauhter, I was bereaved of my wil’g! whose sick.
néss I had no doubt was produced, and her death hastened, by the
imelancholy and " untimely 'dealh"bf_ -her unfortunate daughter!
‘Dhus, friend, wag it the will of providence to deprive me of both

—
-
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20 LIFR OF JOHN C. SHAFFORD,

wife and child, and I being left the only remaining member of my
once happy family, I thus early felt a disposition and perfect
willingness to retire from the world, and the ®ociety of my fellow-
creatures, sure as I was, that from that moment [ should find
little or no comfort in either—I sought a purchaser for my farm
then under a good state of cultivation, and disposed of it for the
considerable sum of $1200, paid me in silver and gold, which not
then having an immediate use for, I deposited it for safe keeping
with a friend—and then shouldering my gun and knapsack (the
latter well filled with ammunition) and with no other living com-
pamon than smy faithful dog, I bent my course to this part of the
country, then but very thinly settled, but the woods I found
abounding with wild game of almost every. kind—and “fiére
(thought I) is the place to which providence has directed and
_ marked out for me, as I can here, in the midst of this lonely forgst,
dwell in peace and quietness, undisturbed by the’ society of my
fellow beings ; yes, here in solitude I could indulge in melancholy,
nid e.-’*jr‘.j’ ton that nu’iet rppose which the busy world are so much

.

et L ore, the !and was.as you

*

‘uic, there not being
¢ :“t"\'T ronzr tome (as I
nez of twenty or thirly miles—and

o tha tared 3 ~ne ¢lnimed
; ani T have thought
as I have frequently been teid by my nearest neichbours, that it
justly belonas to me by posse=sion—bu.ﬁ in a few yvears the whites
began to make encroaciments, aud have so contizued to do ever
since, so that at this time I have neighbours inalmost every direca
tion within half a mile of me, and this I find guite too near for
my comfort, for [ cad trely say that since the melancholy moment
in which I was bereaved of my family, T kave never'se well enjoy-

as the "'"‘:“L.’. nreno: *_', o"'m‘ oxe incCividual

ed lile as when I lived at so great a distance from them that it was
rare that I belield the e of a2 whitec man oftener than once in
three or four months—thore were at one time about fiity Indians

: ' ‘ A situated within a feyv miles of me, who as they informed me were

. .
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the descendants of the once numerous and powerful tribe of the
Cohnawahgans—I always found them peaceable and well disposed
s~sixty years ago they represented their tribe as Very numerousy
and could then number seven or eight hundred warriors, but since
then have suffered greatly from the attacks of other tribes at war
- with them—that in the contest between Great Britaix{l and Ameri.
- ca, they were with some few other tribes employed by and“took
part with the former, while they were opposed by the Onondagoes,
Onidas, Senecas, and-other tribes, who took part with the Ameri-
cans ; that in several expeditions against these tribes they were,
unsuccessful, and lost a great number of their best warriors, but
whenever successful they never failed to retaliate and to put their
~ prisoners to death in a manner that was attended with the greatest -
degree of cruelty !
As the forest abounded with a variety of game, and furmshed
- me plentifully with food while my ammunition lasted, I had no
occasion to cultivate the land until some time after I had comple- -
ted my habitation, when I cleared up and planted with vegetables
the few rods which I at present improve for that purpose; and
This a rfectly satisfied, and “crave no larger inheritance
that this world can rd—for ten years I depended altogether
on the game with which Ny neighboring, woods abounded, and
the vegetables which my gardlen produced me, for food, when hav_
ing made a journey to the States to obtain the proceed of my farm,
p— on my return I purchased me a cow, which I dfove home from the
} distance of fifty miles, and when she became too aged to afford
e n.uch milk, I butchered her, and supplied her place with ano.
t:her, and at the present time -possess the third, which still yields
me a plentiful supply of good milk, and probably will conkmue 80

e e i

.,

SREUR LA TS

A o s e s b

to do as long as I am pcxm.'ted to live!”
¢ 1t is now, as I observed, ncar fifty years since I first selected

this éf)ot as the place of iny futurc abode, and have here dwealt

alone and at peace with the world, for I do not know that 1 have

an ecemy on carth, and in all this time my health has been re -
_ markably good, having never, as I recollect, experienced a day’s

sickness, which, perhaps, may be imputed to the temperate manner

in which I have lived, having never tasted or craved in the time

any other drink than the milk of my cow, or the pure water that
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" a neighboring spring affords me—nor since my residence here has
my life been but once in jeopardy, which was in the instance ‘ofa
sudden attack frem a bear, which was occasioned by my having -
unwisely robbed her of one of her young cubs, that 1 was at. ’
tempting to convey home alive, and to recover which I was pur--
sued andypvertaken by the dam, and aflter being most severely
handled, to save my life, I was obliged at léngth to yield to her
what she indeed had the best claim to. Among my other proper-

~ ties, [ possess that which I esteem the most valuable, and which is
o other than that which I exhibited to you a few moments ago,
as my best defence against man’s greatest enemy, the creature man -
as well as the evil devices of one who is very justly considered the

~ chief instigator of the wickedness of man !—it is ‘this precious vol-
ume, my friend, that has afforded me unspeakable comfort and ’
consolation in my most solitary and gloomy moments—it teaches

~ me that this world of trouble and affliction is not always to be my
home or abiding place, but that there is another and far better -
state of existence, for those who accept of the terms of oﬂ'ered
mercy—it teaches me to contemplate and admire the goszhe ,
the Almghty, and that Christianity supphes d\"’ryjdeﬁ ency of

B human pature ; satisfies every real wag’f,ﬁnd gratlﬁes every rea.

: sonable desire—by sad experience I k“ow that we live in a world
of sorrow, subjected to many aﬂixcuons, and have need of - conso-
lation under them, and it is the precious contents of thxs holy book
that can alone afford it—and I believe that [ can say. in truth, that_:
“ it is the first book, the best bouk, and the oldest book in the world"
—it brings the best tidings, and aﬂ'ords the best comfort to the in-
quiring and disconsolate 1”7~
The good, and- apparently, happy old man here councluded his
narrative, -which had closely engaged the “attention of the writer.
»- for pearly an hour, and which he viewed of so much mterest as
to induce him-to beg’ of the old gentleman to repeat, in such man.
ner as would enable him to take noted'thereof, which he was ena.
bled to do, being fottunately provnded with pen, ink and paper— —
and the mterestmg narrative as then twice related to bim, is, he
" can assure the public, the same in- substanee, as i8 here presented

L to them—and fot the information of His’ readers, the writer would

here add, that the-aged father who is the principal subject of itr

~ g
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“has (since the visit of the writer) been called to his heavenly home,

_to receive that rich reward to which we thiok that most of his
}Qaﬂers will believe. that his pious and exemplary life very justly
entitles him—the following obituary notice of his death is copied
from*a late New York paper :—

“ Died in the township of Dundee, (L. C.) on the 24th March

“last (1840) Jonx C. Saarrorp, aged 84. He was a native of
Germany, and was best known by the name of the Du‘ch Hermit -
—when he first took up his'abode where he ended his days, the
place was wild and lonely as any misanthrope could wish—foxes,

* bears and squirrels; &c., were his only companions for many a
long_ vear ; he s_gated‘ while living, that great afflictions was what : -
first led him to seek his secluded and solitary abode—he lived in :
a log hut of the rudest architecture, having neither door nor win- :

"-dow, if Weé except a hole through which he made his exit and en- {
trance—the furniture of his abude was as rude as could be well
conceived, consisting of a few cooking utensils, a block of wood -
for his chair, a hollow log his only bed, his clothes such, probably,
as Robinson Crusoe wore in the days of yore, his employment the

l'ivation of aYew rods of ground, on which he raised corn, po- )

tatoes, and other ‘vegetdbles, enough to support himself and domes- ‘ -
tics, consisting of pigs, pou{try, and latterly a cow and her pro-

geny. For a few years pastMe felt much annoyed at the inroads

mankind made in the woods, which until then secluded him from

the rest of the world, having for such a length of time considered

himself lord of all he surveyed ;. he felt quite uncomfortable at hav-

- ing neighbors within view of his hut, when for many a long year

. the rearest human habitation was many miles off. He lived a

" harmless and inoffensive life. .He retained his faculties to the last '

" and died in the hope of a blessed immortality. . He was removed .

"in his last illness to one of his neighbor’s houses.™ -
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- CONCLUDING REMARKS.

Although the deceased for many years prefered the life of a Re.
“cluse, to that of' mingling with human society, and dwelt alone in a
solitary cabin, yet even there, how much more contented and happy

. may he have been than he who would prefer the gaudy palace, as well

as the society of the gay and opulent! in his retirement, with no
other companion than that precious volume he no doubt not only
spent the last years of his life, profitably, but with a hopeful cheer-
fulness-—his death bed (however small may have been his earthly
possessions) may yet have been full of triumpir!=to him death

could not have come in a moment of surprise, and terrify him
"with the immediate prospect OM doubt was perfect-

1y sensible at that important moment, that he was only exchang-
ing his frail tenement of clay, for a permanent and glori.us 2bode
in his Father’s king rdom '—In this worid of woe, happine:s ap.
pears to be sought affer by almost every onc, by the.old and the
young, by the rich and the poor; and yet, compamtwdy speakmg,
but few obtain it—this being the case, does not..
urally arise, which is the proper ¢ rse ”"pursue’ and may we
not answer, “ love the Lord thy Gt all your heart, and lead
a virtuous life !” - ' WI

Happiness does not consist, (as many have supno;ecj in the"
possession of riches—to enjoy pure happiness it is not by any |
means. necessary for one to enjoy the “good things of life” to
over abundance—many a poor .subject is happier than his king
and like the pious Shafford, many a Hermit may live in a retlred
vale, and his secluded and humble dwelling almost unknown to
man, yet happiness may ever reign within. Whether rich or poor,.
or whether we live a secluded life or not, if we wish to be happy,

" our thoughts must be pure, our desires rational, and our sentiments

virtuous—it cannot be purchased by the puerile toys of this world;

to possess it in its purity we must lead a life in accordance with
the Blble 1f we will do this, our felicity will be great; yes, then,
and not till then, shall we obtain the long searched for treasure !
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/ : 4 NARRATIVE /

OF THE CAPTIVI’I‘Y AND SUFFERINGS
OF
Miss ELLEN SHAFFORD,
" THE ONLY DAUGHTER OF

JOHN C. SHAFFORD—THE DUTCH HERMIT,

Who when but 15 years of age, was
taken prisoner and carned off far into the
wilderness by the savages, and from whom
she in three months received such cruel
and beastly treatment, as to cause her death -
1n five days after she was redeemed b5 her
father. |
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