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«Now 1beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offens
ces, contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned ; and avoid them, For they .
thit ‘are such-serve not the Lord Jests Christ, but ——— by good words and
. “fair speeches deceive the heart of the simple.”—Rom. 16.

It wasmyearnest desire, on my\retumhtc'ﬁhis place a few -
. months ago, to have requested a mieeting with you, for the
~ purpose of addressing to you the word of exhortation -and
~ warning, as He should vouchsafe: to-help me, who hath pro-

mised to « bring all things to remembrance.” As'T have been
disappointed in an opportunity -of so doing, 1 avail myself of
- this method, -as the next ‘best I can devise, of acquitting my
conscience .of my duty to you, and - of relieving my heart, .in
" some measure, of its sorrowful . anxieties on the subject ; for
although you have pastors and teachers.much better qualified -
to address you on the subject, and who no doubt have frequent-
ly done so, yet do I not feel myself thereby exempted from
contributing my, mite of evidence-on the' occasion. .
The subject I refer to; is the ministration of those follow-
.ing- in the late Mr. Edward Irving’s track. You believe, that
~«the children of God are led by the Spirit of God,”—and con-
coquently that the ezperience of any member of the household
of “faith,” demands respectful and devout attention; my. expe-
rience in the matter 1 will accordingly give you. 11h: d oc-
resonally attended M, Jrving’s preaching in England with
much pleasure, as opportunity offered, from -about 1822, and
. was personally acquainted- with Mr. I In about 1830, residing.
about 50 miles. from :Liondon, and -hearing of the profession
made by himself and his.church, of a remarkable measure of -
the gift.of the Holy Ghost being vouchsafed to ‘them, manifest-. .
ed. cven in miraculous endowments, 1felt much inclined to
heliewe it was truly:so; for 1 had long and deeply lamented
*thiat so little of the Spirit.of Chyist seemed to dwell in those.
| ,_whg'.by;;memb(a,rship:with the church of Christ, ;-\declargd.;\t,!lgxt' ’

. seemed; very certainy-either that it was, as they said, 2 very
 great work of God; .ot that they were uttering a very solemn.
" Tie;;and that instead it Was a.very great work of the adversary..
.. That what they said was true, (and it ight be so,) or that “ the

' epemy had agai donie.great things,” and had seducedl many N
-7 1o, % speak:as. in: the. pame of the: Lord,” - saying with the false -
-
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pro&hets of old: “thus saith the Lord, when the Lord had
" peither sent them, nor had spoken.by them.” As I had not
then heard of any false doctrines preached; nor false morals
- exhibited by them, 1 considered it'my duty, in accordance with
the wishes of my friends, to embrace the leisure and other fa-
cilities, with which providence had at that time favoured me,
for heaﬁng,"séeing,'feeling?&)r, myself; and also that I might, — -
to the best of my-ability; bxing a true, faithful-and—horest 3
port for those around -mé, who could only hear and judge at -
second hand. I accordingly took convenient lodgings in Len-
“don and attended Mr. Irving’s Lectures, &c. especially at 6
every morning for about-a week, when-he closed his lectures
on “the Unknown Tongues.” His reasoning to prove that
the unknown tongue spokenin the ‘apostolic times as well as by
themselves, was in‘many instances a‘language not spoken or
understood by any people of the earth, and enly to be compre- -
hended by immediate revelation, was to' my mind quite unsa-.
tisfactory and inconclusive :- and his addresses on Baptism ex-
tremely confused and contradietory ; his illustrations of typical
seripture however then, as well as-én former occasions, seemed - ~
to me correct and true as well as highly interesting. - This
was the report of my understanding ; -and the inward sense
bore a similar testimony. - We belteve-in the *communion of
saints ;” one part of which is, that when ¢ we sit together in -
.heavenly places,” especially: when convened in the sanctuary
‘of the Most High, and the'King of Glory in the midst of us by-
the Spirit of the Lord, « as a spirit of love and peaee and of a. ~
sound mind,” we. feel, sometimes very -sensibly, that we are
- members one-of another in Christ our Head and source of spi-
-ritual influence and intelligence ; we feel ‘as well asknow that =
the Lord is with us of :a truth, and‘that He!is breathing.over:
" us and around us an-atmosphere very different from that-which
surrounds us at other times, ‘and even when the divine life may
run very low among- s, -we dre still sensiblé of some spiritual
pulse, - indicating, however; that « the whele head is sick and;

. _~ the whole heart faint:”>—But attending Mr. Is T was suf-

. = prisedto feel an entiré want-of sympathy with the worshipping’
assembly, and the only “moment ‘tn which' I was enabled to .
realise communion event with ““theé' Father of Spirits? was
during a- few minutes in-which-1 besought Him to-fulfil his

promisé of manifesting himself to° his- people as He does not’
unto the 'world, to myself individually and: separately from’ tlie
~assembly ; and on leaving -the’ ¢hurch Tt ‘Was ‘some miinutes
in before I'could feel, as Talwhys- wish: and endeavour to-

do, that the living ‘and life-giving Jehovalwas with -me; and’
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in me, and around me, according to his promise by the prophct :
“ They shall say my Father and I will say : Here-1 am " and
this sense of distance from my God encreased till'I thought it
wrong to -go again. Such were my feelings, and I may truly
say impartial ‘and unprejudiced  feelings-s—and ought we en--
tirely to disregard testimony from this quarter? God forbid !
and I apprehend that were we more exe1cised in spiritual things
in “feeling after God i haply we might find Him,” as the
apostle exprqsse’s»it; we should net be so liable to be deceived .
by false impressions and suggestions from the enemy ; —¢hav-
ing thus our senses-exercised’ to discern between good and .
evil.” . But while 1 state- these circumstances as'what must
very properly influencé my own mind, 1 am fully' aware that -
only the ‘soul and spirit'acted upoii can judge of this internal
kind ef evidence.: Ifit contradicts the Truth, the written word,
certajnly it cannet be any -part. of -the truth. of God 5 bat if it
“does not, it-either may or may ‘not be,” and who can tell « bat
he that reeeiveth it:>—yet, the testimony of a Christian :in
this matter should weigh with others according to his acknow-
ledged character for true spirituality of mind, a sound judg--
- ment;-good_common sense;.and veracity.* . R
I will now'meation; .. .. ~ = -
* Secondly, One or two t} v _
acter, of which all may judge, and which seemed to me toindi-
cate that the whole ministration was: pervaded by a spirit of-
error and falsehood—fhat they had received a spirit « giving ef-
ficacy to error.” =~ These instances may-seem, perhaps, trivial ;
but -a small key sometimes opensia large room, and a little
fruit will satisfactorily indicate the tree from which it was :ga~
lhei‘ed."’ o T e ', . "* N R
A few days previous to-Mr. Irving’s trial by the: London
Presbytery, a paper was produced in his church and presented
for the signature of persons present; intended in vindi¢ation of
“Mr. Irving as a Minister:of the Chw€h: of ‘Scotland at his ap< -
proaching trial. - "One of thedtems.inthisspaper was, that no-.
thing-had been introduced. in the services of -the church while
under’ Mr. Irving’s:charge ‘contrary to the standards ‘of the

|

*While giving this weight to-the; reliig‘xa - feeling -of every irue christian, T
most readily admit; that  we canpot be too sensible of the.danger 6f an impfi- .
¢ cit reliance on frames and feelinss, or of tegardinig them as eonstititing an
-« infallible test by.which'tojudge: of opsétate beford G, Upbnithe broad
«and-grand principle ofithe gospel;” Jet us nepose. on God’s. purposes of grace.
‘- and mercy, towards us through life, conceived befere the foundation of the .
« vlv;’o’r;%,:a'nd exteriding from the beginting of tirnt to the consummation -of all
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- “Church of chtldnd. Some gentlemen rose to say that
- not consider-themselves

. desirous-of puttin :
prevented-by the ‘difficulty mentioned; as “they may take my -

" souses, - that a man;of Mr Irving’s-intelligence 2

. “ceptively. . L. asked one -of these gentlemen,. a lawyer, how he

B difference exists—a high assump

e

e
Ahey did.
qualified_to sign the paper, as they
were not. acquainted -with the standards of the Chugch of Scot-

ich Mr. Irving rose, I expected 10 say, that they
i but that gentlemen might easily con- ™~
vince:themselves on this matter in- time,—but instead of  this, _
alter remarking that he had no personal, concern ‘whatever in
such a.document; as his standing in the church of. God rested
not on -any. human testimony,—he-said. that if gentlemen were
g their names 10 that paper they need ot be

word and that of my elders here (pointing to gentlemen on his

right and left) that itisso”!! andthat seemed quite satisfaciory

to these disciples ‘of Mr. Irving, as some of them immediately

signeditt!!.-l.was astonished, and could scarcely believe my
nd high moral

character could lead *his, people into so egregious a fallacy and
‘on 8o solemn: an occasion; and that his people. could :be. so
blinded as to. permit themselves. to be thus led to act:-so de-

came to doso? He really did not;perceixe, at the lime, the in-
consistency.- When Mr. 1. appeared before the London Pres-
bytery shortly after, 1 could-not.but be struck with the remark-
_able censtrast exhibited between this scene: and that in.which
our adorable Redeemer stood. before his judges: between-the
character, conduct; feelings, and wholebearing of the accused, -
the court, and the accusers, on these two occasions. Especially
between him who «inall things came to setus aul example that
_we-should tread.in hissteps ;” who, when ‘he was reviled re-
viled not again,”—and Mr. Irving exclaiming, in the pomp of
. highly.theatrical intonation, look and gesture, 1 denounce you-
as a eourt of Anti-Christ?” . And,this'higb-andg haughty bearing
~ was evidently noburst of impassioned feeling w‘@ ich the Christ-
tian spectator, might hope would.speedily give place to the com-
_punctious relentings of godly-sesrow's butit was just the acting
out of a principle, and in strict--accordance with the arrogant
pretensions to a: something so much like Popish @nfallibi_li,ty,lfthat

it is difficult to dra¥ any line of distinction, 1t
83 ' assumption of such divine “authority,

presence; and power; as forbids and repels enqtiity and inves-
Yigation.. Mr.1’s first plea was, that ‘nothing had been sanc-
tioned in that place of worship, while under his pastoral care,
contrary to the standards of thé Churchof Seotjand ; ‘in this he
was palpably disproved by onearticle in these standards, which
expressly prohibited any part of the service being in apy but

|
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the vulgar tongue.  Mr. Irving then shifted his ground, ard re- .

fused. to be tried by those, or any-human creeds whatever and
appealed to scripture, insisting on substantiating the truth of al
the doctrines-and practices of his church on scriptural authority
alone. This was exceedingly.specious, and took ‘mightly with the
people, but such a’procgeding was as falsc as it was specious ;
and really as anti-scriptural asits pretence was that'of a pecu-
liar regard for scripture : it was doing what the whole of these
ministrations are doing, viz. acting contrary 1o the life and spirit
of God’s word, under a hollow- pretence of honouring the letter
of the law. . Now the scripture tells.us : “not to lie one to an-
- another;” not to:defraud one another ; to be men of honor, whose
yea and nay ‘may bona fide: be d’epended on; yét, Mr..Irving
having received his ministerial appointments from the church of
Scotland under a sacred pledge to-administer for her in ecclesi-
astical affairs according t6 what she believed the truth of God’s

word exhibited in her written standards, now refuses to be tried

as a minister of that church by those:standards.  The Mode-

rator, however, very properly refused to permit such a defence,
alleging that-as' Mr. 1. had accepted his ministerialoffice upon
the conditions of the observance :of ;these standards, by these
standards: they as a. court ¢f, that: church must ‘examine::and

judge. .If Mr. . ‘had “after. his ministerial ordination in this <

- church found, or fancied' he had found, such discrepancies be-

tween her standards and . the-alone and supreme law to-which
every. christian ‘must conform .all his thoughts, words, and ac-
tions; both ‘private-and: publxc, that-he could not conSmennously

abide by -them ; his‘path was quite clear; ‘the church of Scot- ’

- land assumed no infallibility ; supposed errors might'be brought
before her courts. for.re-consideration, and if there considered

_ anti-scriptural would be corrected, and if-not; and-the-eom-———

plainant remained: still- deSBIlSﬁed, he was:quite free to leave

the.church atd follow in.somé- other way. the dictates: of his -

conscience 5 :but to take up.his-defericeas he required would be
quite:iinsuitable and out of -place, and “would: be. opening the:
_ daor to-a:thedlogical eontroversy. which miglit  not- terminate

before that day: when all ‘error-and falsehood should-have pass=
ed awa}tfor ‘ever. - Upon this- Mr.ok; swith hiscarm:extended
and his faee: averted, deno ced them as:a. court of AnticChrist,
-and soon 1eft the chinrch, nor woubd he ‘retarn ‘to' attend -the
comtimuance of his' trial;: wfnch lastedifiom 9-A.. M. to hilf-past

9:P.'M:;, When hie-was contdémued::: "Fhe Moderator suimed up
~theljudgment of - the court.By:saying,they considered Mr. 1.
mgm)uss and ho]y man, éndowed with talents and: ‘attainments -

COMMDN: CMINence ;- mman.y of: ihem ‘the object of “high

o
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esteern-and particular friendship, to which feelings they did

much violence in the .disclidrge  of their present responsible
duty ; they had no doubt that he kad been the honored instru-
ment of turning many from.darkness to light—but- that at

present—why ? they presumed -not. to say—he was under a.

very “strong delusion,” from which they hoped and prayed

the Lord would yet deliver him,. when the dark and gloomy

cloud which for a time had eclipsed his brightness and
prevented his usefulness, would be dispelled, and his sun of
glory again break forth with. more. than its former splendor,

imparting its salutary influences in a still larger sphere thanit -

had ever before done. Such was the conduct of the court by
whom Mr. 1. 'was tried ; being in perfect consistency with the
well-known characters of the individuals composing it,and
such was the cofnduct of him who stood before them for judg-
ment ; both forming a striking  contrast. with” that by whom
Christ was condemned: -°As to the doctrines of  these religion-
ists, perhaps the secret:roos.of bitterness-whence all this mis-
chief has:sprung may. be found, by-him who only can clearly

trace all the lamented effects:of sin and folly up to the spring .

and -source which ,org?ina’teduthem', to be the oid heresy re-
specting - the mnature -of ;the: Lord Jesus Christ, asserting that

« theKing, of -Glory;” who: was ever. “holy, harmless, unde-

filed, and separaté- from:sinners,”: did,. notwithstanding, - as-
sume: not man’s holy; and unfallen, but his_fallen nature ; so-
that instead of  viewing the incarnate and adorable Redeemer

as pure and spotless:in body,:soul, and spirit; his whole man- -
.. hood-and Godhead in unjarring and profound harmony; leving
all righteousness - and:hating -all:iniquity ; ‘suffering .in no way .

in- consequence -of his own: sin sehether original or-actual, but
only suffering for the sins of ¢thers; we see in his: person the

most herrible tempest ever exhibited ‘as ‘arising*from the vio- .
" lence of contést between natural. propensities, 'stronger: than.
mere' human nature éver experienced; or. 'was capable of expe-

riencing ;.10 eviery viee that ever -germinated in the pellution

of a buman heart;-and the principle of grace (or, as theywould -
rathier-express it, the Holy Spirit)-imparted in such measure

as effectually to-prevent the ohit-breakings of such:prapensities,
or-thé ;yielding to any:such. sinfah desires in-any individual in-,

stance:. - Mr-Meux of .London told:me that when' Mr:E, to’
whom he was;personally:known and sincerely attached, began .
" to preach this.foul stain ¢h immaculite. purity, he:said ta. him;
«Irving you must leave this;or the-Lord will leaveyou,” This.
was o ‘prophesy, after the.sad sequel of Mr. Irving’s closing
career. He mentioned it to-me before Mr. I had.incurred the

N . . . g '
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solamn sentence by which the Churel of Christ, in the name
of him who- hus said : “ Whatsoever ye shall bind, on ecarth
shidl be bound'in keaven, and whatsoever ye shall loose on

- carth shall be*loosed in heaven,” ‘put” him out from her com-

rhunion. - It Wwill not be suppesed that the writer of these few
imperfect remarks is of opinion, that however unjust and trivial
the judgment of a Court of Christ may be, that the Divine
Head will honor such judgment with the broad seal of heaven.

O no!-but, that when theqjudgment of his church is duiy given .

according to his will, he will then indeed maie it to appear
that the censure of his church is not a thing to be sct at nought.
The tendeney of the teachings of this sect in some other im-
portant particulars seem to be, to sap the foundations of

* christian fuith, and to lay the axe to the root of christian

morals. As to the former, in reference to the work of the
Holy Spirit in the human soul. The dispensation under which
we live - (comprising the interval between the rejection and
restoration of the' Jewish people) is peculiarly a spiritual
dispensation. ~The first, or Jewish dispensation, was one of
chiefly exlernal instruction, in which the church in her infancy
was taught through the external senses. The second, the pre-
scnt, or christian dispensation, chiefly that of spiritual orinternal
instruction. Now, therefore, during this dispensation (rapidly
drawing to its close) in which the Divine Spirit, the only sen-
sible manifestation of the living and life-giving Jehovah, is," in
a'very peculiar and special measure and manner, the teacher
dnd guide of the flock in “ the word, sacraments, and prayer,”
“until the Lord come ;” any fulse assumption of his presence
and power, and every effect to weakeh the faith of his crea-
tures in his true, great and gracious work in the hearts and
minds, and consciences of men, is, in a very peculiar and spe-
cial manner, anti-christian ; for who or what'is the Holy Ghost
~ but the:spirit of Christ himself? Nor will the admixture of

cother matter, however true, interesting and important, free a-.
- ministration, marked by such-characteristics, from the appalling -

and fearful denomination of an anti-christian ministration;. nor

‘those who attend such a ministry after surricienT evidence -of.

its real character, whether received personally or through the
evidence . of others, of fearfully tampering with their soul’s
* vital health; nay, must we not say of presumption and dis-
obedience. The tender plant may be puiting forth the most
luxuriant foliage. and the brightest blossoms, while a worm at
the root may, be destroying the minute’ germ of life, till sud-
denlyit withers, droops and dies, 1o revive'no more;. i is gone

and for ever I So-may the doctrine gainsayed -appear but a .

B
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- very little matter ;_it may perhaps be expressed in one or two

little words, and yet it may be the very germ of our most
holy faith, which once destroyed, what will -avail ail those

" other minor truths, however interesting, under the cover of

whose redundant verdure the secret work of destructionhas
been working its insidious way ? '

False Christs and false Prophets the‘ Lord forwarned us

should arise, and should * deceive many by signs and lying’
- wonders, so that if it were possible they should deceive cven

the elect;” but what was the advice of the good shepherd ?
Was it, go after them ; don’t be satisfied with the evidence

- even of credible witnesses to the falsity of their doctrines, to

their heretical and schismatic ways; nay, be not satisfied by
the testimony of the most wise,: pious, and experienced of the
brethren ; be satisfied with nothing until you have heard with
your own ears, and scen with your ewn eyes, and inhaled
yourselves somewhat of their spirit, and of the atmosphere
which surrounds them ? Far from it—our Lord says on the
contrary, if they shall say of such: lo. he is in the desert ! g0
not forth : behold, he is"in the secret chambers! believe it.not.
Take heed lest any man deceive you: lo 1 have told you be-
fore : for as a snare shall it.come upon all them that dwell
upon the face of the whole cavf}“’atch ve,- therefore, and

_ pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all

these things.—ZLuke 21. Mark 13.  Matt. 24.—For as to
this infidel principle which determines._ to receive no evidence
but that of personal experience; does the wisdom of God con-
sider this a'mark of the wise, candid, ingenuous.disciple, who
with genuine humility receives the light of divine instruction in

whatever way his master may choose to-impart it ; and would
shrink from the thought of « limiting the Holy One. of Israel,” .
or prescribing to the Most High how he wiil be directed?

« Thorhas ! because thou hast seen ;thou hast believed ; blessed
are they who have 'not seen and yet have believed !” - And on
another occasion when other - of the disciples manifested the

_ same incredulity in sufficient testimony, he_upbraided them
* with their unbelief and.hardness of heart, because they  be-

lieved not them that had seen him.” O Lord! encrease our

~ faith in all the truth ;:in all that thou hast taught us, especially
~in the divine, in the super-sensuous, in “the things of the
" spirit 5 that our whole body being full of light, having no part

dark, we shall more readily detect every meteor: blaze, and -

every ignus-faluus which “leads to bewilder; and dazzlesto
blind ;. and whether we hear the promised ¢ voice behind us
saying, this is the way, walk ye in it”—or this is not the way,

+
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« avoid jt, pass not by it, tarn from it and pass away " whe-
* ther by the immediate movement of thy spirit.on our souis, or
by the sanctified deductions of our rational powers from thy
word and providence : O grant us grace, so to hear that our

- souls may live, and that we may be preserved and delivered

!

rom all illusion and delusion on the one hand, so that we shalil
‘ot « lie down in sorrow after having walked in the light of
sparks of our own kindling ;” and on the other from a slavish
fear of the same, leading to *harduess of heart, and blind-
ness of mind.”™ L, . ,

~ In both of these important particulars, I mean in assum-
ing to themselves a measure of the Holy Spirit amounting to
infallibility, and in gainsaying. denying, and deriding the work
of the Blessed Spirit in the hearts and sonls of believers, 1. .
hardly think that any unprejudiced christian who has heard
. thefna few times will hesitate to say, that they are far gone
from ¢ the simplicity that is in Christ.” Mr. Irving in his last
letter to his people makes a solemn confession of (as be says)
my sins, by which 1 think I shall but serve my God and the
tlock, -and the quiet of my own soul; and the health of my kody .
alsv” - This sin he states to be, assuming to himseit or them-
selves an undue measure of the Holy Spirit, which says be,
« was no less than exalting the angel of the church into the
“place of Christ.” Since writing these remarks 1 was favoured
with this letter of Mr. Irving’s, which has much relieved my
feelings in respect of this otherwise great and good maun, wheo,
* after this important concession, would, in ail probability, had
he been spared, haze-returzed to the paths of sobriety and
sound doctrine. hey do not ‘consider, said Mr. Caird, that
_ «when the' minjter-stretches out his hand it is God who is
stretching out (his hand, and when the minister speaks itis

God’s voice that is heard P Dear friends where is the differ- .

"ence between such pretensions, and those of the Pope? Ican
see none ; and tell me what is blasphemy if this is not. Tke .
dogmatical mode of ‘their instructions also, so different from our
Lord’s manner; who was ever ansious to follow up the more
solemn and public exhibitions of divine truth by familiar col-

loquial explanations in the house and by the way, does not,'1-

- think, bespeak them the possessors. of an unusual measure of
hiis'spirit. -Their pastor was requested 'b;V'oi;e of his steady .
followers to explain a doctrine that, as delivered publicly, bad
appeared very confused. The applicant was put off ina very
harsh:and dictatorial manner, with “the reply, that « that doc-
trinie-could only b= taught in the church.”  Surely this savours
more of superstitious darkness and mysticism, than of benign
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and heavenly irradiaiion in the gospel mystery of a God'incar-
nate, bringing light, liberty, and- immortality to light. 'And
as to the gainsaying the irue work of the true Holy ly Ghost :

. those who know any thing of premmcm.al religion, do know,

that to give that childlike lmsuspectmg credence -to the work

of the ever-blessed Spirit in their souls, which is. comprehend- '

cd in *“ receiving the kingdom of God as- a little child,” is of

very

comfortable and" sansfactory manner without some mighty ex-

~ ercise of mind. % Ye beheve ‘the withess of men but the wit-

ness of God is rrréatex ;7 and yet that witness we are indecd
slow of heart to beheve. Now, Mr.. Caird’s teachings have a
strong tendency to harden the heart against this small still
voice, and to induce those whe have received the seal of the

spirit again and again, in many ways, to renounce their fajth in-

the work of God in their souls; to call «the truth-of God a
lie,” while-they givé heed to thls spurious kind.of spirituality,
as subtle and fallaclolgs as it is dangerous.. . Had Mr. Caird

~confined his observations on this sub_)ect, to a warning against

imputing - every impression, however - stxong, to the Divire
Spirit, his remarks -had been wise and seasonab]e ;'but with
the same solicitude and prayerful watchfulness that we should

shun recewmg as divine what may not be so, should we take-

heed to receive and hold fast the teachings of Him «who
teacheth as 7o man teacheth.? Ts it difficult to . discern at all
times the voice of the shepherd from that of the- stranger?

It is ; to our minds and hearts as yet 1mperfegtly cnl;,,htened '

and sanctified: Jesus draws ne-r to. us.in the midst of the
stermy and dark night to bring us speedily to our'desired

haven, and because he approaches in.a-way to_which ,we are. -

unaccustomed, we “ery out.for fear, and. would fain flee,
supposing we. have seena spmt. “but Wh‘at then ? shall we
ng?e up the lesson becausé it is a difficult one that often puzzles
us

moved, in accordance with the written. word .we will not yxeld
to such a movement - “upon.;our minds;?-. God forbid! - If we
do, can we ever expect to attain to the happy experience. of

_ the word in Prov. 22nd. "« That.thy trustmay be in ghe. Lord,
" I have made to thee this day, even to thee ; that I might make :

thee krow the certainty of the words of truihrthai. thou mightest:
answer .the words. of truth to “them, that sel;do unto- thee.”

Dging: so,- many ‘have been comnpced oo late of .the truth of
that « small, still - voiee,” ’ against which ‘they:have detezminate-

ly. stopped théir ear  as the deaf adder, wﬁo will not listen to .

the voice . of the charmer, charming never so W1selv, _until; by
‘ L Cos

)

Shall we determine that, however we may’ ‘be inwardly
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their stfnockodness, they have “ not only wearied men; buat:
wearied iny God alsos” who has at length said, *let hina

:dene,” “ y'spirit shall not always strive with man ™ - -

f bave been alarmed at seeing some of our friends’so -
eatives in belicving every internal suggestion, and some-arain,
of whom I had iwﬂued better things, denying the Holy Ghost'
in ome very imporiant branch of his work in man, and” “limit-

ing the Ho.v One of Israel,” as he has not lindited bimself, and

this in direct contradiction to the cxpress and solemn testimony:
of some of the Lord’s faithful witnesses. - Is there any thmg
i scrig)&ure, cither positive or inferential against the important,
docirine that the: Holy ‘Ghost may ROW say to any ome, as
did to Philip, < go” to, this or that place? And as th
not. but, on the comran’ as we are told that « the children of
6d are led by the spirit of God ;” and many -of his servants
have declared. that by an rnpulse which they are assured was.
divine, they have been thus guided .in a matter, the issue
whereof bas also been unquestlonably goad and highly bene-:
ficial ; oughi we not to cultivate this kind of spirituality and:
(emm— of mind; and carefully guard against that « leaning to:
ol own amﬂexslandmg, against the movements of  God’s
spirit. which must issue in darkness and coldness of heart and-
soul in the things of God. ¢ Trust. to the Lord with all:thine-
heart and lean not to thy owﬁx understanding.” Youwill, dear
fiiends, .excuse my dwelling more on tlns sub]ect than the:
part.cnlar object of this address might ‘seem-to call for; but:
as it is a subject on which it has pleascd the: wisdom of Ged to -
exercise my miad particularly, [ am satisfied to embrace every-
fair opportunity of bearing my testimony to what I beheve
unpertent truii on this sub_}ect. S
And now, as to the practical bearmg and tendencles of
this church ; T have said that by their: teachings: they appear

: tometolayﬂle axe to thé root of the:fair tree of ¢

morals, and “by their fruits ye ‘shall: know them.” I dont
know that they make use of the words, « passive ‘obedience,”
that badge of the “dark ages, both -of civil and -eccleciastical-
despotism ! that daring contradiction of the word of Godras:
well as of all natural refigion, fee]mg, common sense; and m--
Qellectlml light and Liberty ! - “Call no man master uponearth,”
says Christ, nor = father.” O no.! for if master, or father, or

husband require an act contrary to; “the mind and will. of

Clmst,” there is but one answer for them : « whéther it be-
by tmthesnghtd'Godto]:earkennntoyou more lran unto
judge ye.” But 1 will submit to those: whe'have heard-
whether dmv do not: teach it m the- most palpable and -

|
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unequivocal manner.. - They say thc'law of God is absolate :
“Obey- them  that are’ set/ever you.” < Children obey your
parents.” - « Wives submit: pourselves unto. your own hus. .
bands,” ‘&e. - And:will not-permit that these precepts shall be
qualified by . -such as demgpnd, that such obedicnce shall be
““omly:inthe Lord.” . They/teach that if such persons command
6u to break the law of God you must obey Yyou are exone-
/rated and that all the gtilt and sin passes over to those who
gave the command b t/that if- you disobey, you are guilty of
disobedience:to God’s a thorlty v They teach, moreover, that'
_if you pray to God he will so change theé-hearts of your rulers,
thatthey.will not persist in sinful requirements. Now we know
that God doessindeed; often‘wonderfully change the hearts of-
rulers in‘answer to the prayer of faith ; “but ‘we also know that_
" oftenhe dees not see/ fit. to do so; and- tthe fire and the gibbet
have secured . the: b ight crown of martyrdom to those who
have; for: the  honot : of ‘God’s ‘most holy and righteous law,
dared to disobey" and to*sa'y,-* be:it known unto tnee, O king,
that we:will:rigt worship the golden.image™ as thou hast com-
manded:: : In :private;1 heard one of their followers put . the
quiestiori:o “But Mr. G, as to the absolute obedience which is
to.be:rendered by a-child;: if the parent:should require a child-
to:do:what was wrong, (and-alas! how many ‘do) ought that
 child. tdicomply 7”.and:what was the answer of this teache1 of
refigioniand-christian morals? .- Did hie hasten to ‘correct with
. fearful:-earmestness. such an-inference from his teachmos, and
one’of ’sp-malignant a nature? O no!l'with great ease.and

nen-chalance he answered,: “and: what- have you to'do with ~

. ifey and theréthis important «question” was left: That the

* doctrine of passive obedience isispreading among his- ‘people
amnot be ‘doubted by, those Whoconverse - ‘with- them on the

N ct: Another of their-peculiarities of a most bansful ten-

demyﬁs, the b:mxtanou‘aﬁixed by thém: o exertions made: to’

- dorgood under the pretence of maintaining:good ‘order: sothat
“iiistead" of being’ ready. to-“every" good word and: work,” in".

* seasomandout of rseason’to’do good=as ‘we " have ‘opportunity

‘te-albmen; they put their.farbid upen every effort that lies' be-".

tions.; na:i’mvnng qup fand :contractmg ‘the - 1if¢ of christia

effort; tillit is.beund * and: fettered: in ‘swaddfing. bahds, mote’ -
'v'mgummls :than ever swaihed the’hmbs of the: ,child ef tln,

wig-wanl: th v ‘
_a3uOnedinstance “ma; "suﬂ'meuasi to the atal and paral) smg
'»eﬁé@ts{ef thiis:sy stemi.: Arlady of my acqaazntance had for-

. sbme dithe; felt uneasyljat“the ‘dishonor denc 46 God;* #nd the‘ .

-7 : -
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te: sphere »our regutar and positive avoca-

O P N i aal =1




]ack of religious benefit” t0 her large little family,. by the "
non-observance of famiiv worship in “her house. <« Pour out
thy wrath upon the herihen, and upon all Ye families.who

call not upon thy name;” and was very sedously. thinking :
» of taking up this- duty - herself, as her husjand would not v
objeet 1o her engaging in-it. . She went to/hear Mr. Caird '
at this time, and he succeeded in lulling her conscience to

“sleep on this point, for she was there taught that it was .
her husband’s business, which it was sinful ior her to. med- - \
dle with, as for her to step-into his line of duty would be
to interrupt their sbeautiful system of erder ! But let me
‘ask vou, deax fr iends, which” order would be most beautiful
in the cye of him who has given us many brilliant examples, .
that to break in upoa a. bad and vicious order ‘and rule.is at
the best order. . Which house in the sight ef . God exhibits
the best and truest order; that in which' while .the husband
is ‘loitering in the public streets in.the morning, and at-the
billiard table in the evening, and the second head.of the fa-
mily is vaialy endcavouring, without the mighty support of an.
Lsnnmsm:z) Rericion in her family, te. keep the idle and s

vagrant minds of the- young to any recul:u' or orderly habits, .
where no family altar coneentrates the piety.. and devotion o
of the houschold, or sends up to heaven the morning anthem,
or the evening hymn ; and where no voice expressive -of -that :
open acknow Aedcrm\,m and adoration of «him in whom we live, - - o

and move, and hth., our being” is ever heard; but adark &
and. drear silence on all qubjects heavenly ‘and: divine, per-. !
‘vades all the chambers in' which- as a family they ‘meet j
frotii time to time, and all ‘its religion.is shut up and con-: L
fined to the sectet chambers. " Sufel\ this lamp enkipdled: !
by heaven was never intended to be “put ‘under:a bushel, or*
under. a bed, but «to give light to all that are inthe: house.”:
Sure]y such an order is the order of death andmot of life!
Such is. the order that holds on.in its silent mareh, inter-:
rupted only by the sob of the. suffering, or. thegroan of :the:
despalrlnc that long band of enchained Africans;: do-you:
adipire the order ‘of their march, hand-mabacled: ‘to hand;
fost. to foot. O whatdovely order.! who:: would-dare to break o
itup? orira thér Wpo that ever breathed that hberty whfeh ’

“’the God -of nature breathed ‘into every: human soul,. and es:
pecially that liberty: Whelerth “ Christ. delights: to-set his
people free,” would:not, Were. it in his -power; break their:

- slavish bards, and set. the prisoners free? - 'Would: you think:
‘the: order of the family already sketched; more beautiful in the’

L ewht of the God and father of all the families that callupon’
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hun, than the order. of thie iam.lv, where, while  thie hoa{
thereof is shamefully squandermﬂ his time and property in
_sin‘and folly, his family is assembled together by the wife and -

. _mother 1o hear the word of God to sing his praise, and to-

supphcate the throne ofmercy ? But so pro"ound so abject
sive obedience préached, that the wife of a drunkard
. ({; presume in the mbst private and gentle manner, to
expostlﬂate with her husband ‘on -the sin that is ruining him,

* and involving herself and family in helpless, hopeless povert\.

and all those moral evils. that follow thick in its train.
Woman ! . know your place and privilege, and maintain -
them, by acting the'rr"’but to the uttermost of the oppertuni-
-ties that He may open’to you, « who opcneth and no man
shutteth.” Suffer them not to be subtilely withdrawn from
you by an unsound application of scripture texts. I should
‘have. written in‘a very diflerent strain-had not the latec bane-
ful effort to cramp, fetter, and confine your excrtions to do

gooa as ‘the Lord may call and enable you, constrained me - .

to write entirely -on ‘one side of the question. . Look to the
. beginning, and there, seeing the office for which you v&erc'
ouginally destined, endeavour, to come up to it as far as
_ present circumstances admit ; it was to be an help-méet for
"man, that thus for him and with him, you might have the
dominion over: all lower things on earth. - Now, an help-
meet for man is not a slave, nor a mute; no, it is one who,
“with-all the energy which a quick perception, lively feel-
' ings, generous and noble principles, clevated morals, and
tender sympathies create, will promptly unbosom her soul’s
deepest.“feelings to him, and with all the eloquence which
eye and' gesture can give, would dare to speak and say,
while her hand. rested on the_ deadly -bowl, «0 do not! do

not! tonch the’ fatal draught, and sink your soul tohell,and

rhine 1o broken-heartedness To be an help-meet for him,
-she anust-be. one’ who will ‘not only well fill up her own
sphere of domestic duues, and this, as wunto him, next to
Christ ;. but one. who can,. in:some considerable measure, fill .
up-:his ,pla‘éé/-%hen he is either ‘wnable or unwilling. - And
now do -you'ask,. what is the line of duty? The.apostolic’
precept,:obey. in the Lord. Submission, or even apparent ac- -
quiescence, .must ever. be- decidedly * withheld from every
fhmg that. is positively sinful; and in judging as to what is
s0,.%. e..in applying the general laws of the ten commandments .
10, the various minutiee of daily life your own conscience can
be, and: must be, your supreme guide. Endeayour to en- -
l:glbten ‘your conscience by all possxble means, Yor 1t may
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sometimes be in error : be candid undercxpostu]atmnq above
all keep it tender by never actisg contrary to its decisions, and
you will not materially err under its sanctions ; and, on the
other hand, take a pleasuré in" surrendering your own fancies,
humours, plans,.personal and other gratifications, as a garland

"+ of love: to encircle the brow,.soon, it not already, marked with

. the traces of Time’s heavy finger, and the many wearing
anxieties springing out of that sorrowful but well deserved sen-
tence: “In the sweat of thy brow shalt ‘thou eat bread until
thou return to thy dust.” And whatever is dene, be sure that

it is done cordmlly and cheerfully, if you cannot, in duze season,’

persuadé your partner to acquiesce quite comfortably and with

. his free g good will, in what you may think your very best mea-

sures, then be you quite comfortabl y satisfied to fall in actively
and energetically’ with his, as you may think, but' second best

. 'ways and means. But to think for one moment, that in doing

what we know to be 3 wrong, because we are commanded, (when

* . we have the power of resistance,) we can throw all the guilt
and blame over on the bosom of our tyrants (for there isnothing

tli&it merits more the appellation of tyrannical, than a peremp-

: torv command to violate conscience;) to think this, is to brand
as folly; the holy heroism of the noble band .of martyrs who

" shed their blood rathiér than obey the sinful mandates of fathers

*. and mothers, husbands and friends, kings and conquerers!

We are told also, and in the name of the Lord too! that

« all the Protestant Churches are Anti-Christ, and together form
” }.l_]l‘,g Mystical Babylon so fearfully denounced in the Revelations;

ot -gourse, have not the spirit of the Lord ameng them.
“NoWw:this fs a pretty bold assertion: a strong thing to say ; and,
-if. proved' “their daily cry: “Come out of her my people, lest

. partakmg of her sins, yé partake of her plagues also,” which

will be’ sudden and unexpected, as dreadful and calamitous—

is faithfal and kind, however painful to- hear: but if, on the

. contrary; it is pr ovedtobe'a slander: what does it not deserve

~at the hands of evéry true Christian, but to be repelied and

dlscouuténanced by all possible means that our love to Christ,

- .and hig chureh can ‘devisé ; taking good heed that in this holy

- ‘warfare wé use no unhallowied weapons : no calumny, ro rail-
- ingforrailing,:. we, fieed not go to the Prince. of Darkness to
borrow weapons:~“ The Captam of the Lord’s Host, who -

- mustereth thie host ‘of batile,” has an ample supply in his di-

. vine armory, of heavenly temper, for -each and all.” We all
«allow that the Protestant Church needs the refining fire, and

doubt not.” that Irvmglsm will prove as a part”of; that fire, by

/ 'which this gracxous purpose will be promoted and when the

C .
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dross nnd fin'is suﬁicxcml} removed, then the puxc gold. soft-
ened and separated,’ and apparently dissolved in the farnace,

will come out-and soon. take a finer pnhsh, and adhere more -

firmly together than before., O Lord, arise plead thine owa

. cause, plty our weaknessc paxdon our errors, remove, our

sins and heal our dxvmonsj Plead our cause against “ the
accuser of the Brethren,” arid all who : tahe part with him :
Undertake for us against « the scatterers™*—the horns" that
_have scattered Juddh, Israel and Jerusaxem # and raise up for
us those “ who shall fray them away ! Buat they tell us, that

" the Spirit of the Lord is not among us: then by whose spirit
is it, that hundreds are annually browrht from darkness 10 Lght, .
from being the bond-slaves of @atan into the glorious light and

liberty of “the gospel of (Jhrm ‘truly, I will agree to their po-
sition's That we. are not infiuenced- by the same spirit that
moves among them in- so remarkable a m'tmﬁ. Lwill also
admit with them, that the Spirit under whose pewer they speak
-with tongues, &ec. is super-natural, and a very mighty one,—

but, ¢ Paul I know, and Apollos.T Lnow. and t! he ley Ghoctb '
I know, and the Communion of Saints 1 know,—but who are *

ye?” and 'what have ye ?.
To use the expression of « Wmsﬂma W‘th God in pr'n'el

_. is also, according to these gentlemen, most erroncous, and -
~ worthy of high roprobaaon. Dear friends, how do you feel

when you are told, that you are not to wrestle with God in
.prayer? Do you feel as if a fiery dart of the wicked one

had struck your very vitals? Cherish the feeling for it is ac-
cording to truth, ind wrestle with God more, fcrventlv, hum-
bly and persever. ingly, to fulfil the promise in our day and in

, our place, as it may seem good unto him, te «cause the pro- -

phets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land.”—Zech, 13.

‘But oh! letus be humble before God, for we have, by our want

of true spirituality “of mind, by so meglecting to “ feel after
God coutmuallv if haply we might find him 5 by not continu-
ally wmtmg for his counsel; by “leaning to. our own under-

5 standing ;” by neglecting t the study of hlS word, given unto us
' as the fest by which we are to  try the spirits whether they .
be of God,” and especially as Christian churches, *biting and -

devouring one another ;” so have we nearly been “ destroyed
one of another 2 for, had we duly respected the work and

. worship of our Sister Church in Great Britain, who had just
~ cat off the late’ Edward Irving -for keresy, we should not. hawe

- # T heard Mr. Cuthbert thus denommate themselves, in one of hls ad- v

dm See Zech. i. 18, &ec.

Ao
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admitted any of his tcaching followers. even into eur houses, |

(see 2d Bpistle of Joha, verse 10th) much less into our pul-

_pits, antil, if, after the most solemn examination, ‘we were ob-

lized to condemn the act of our Sister Church in Great Bri-
D

tain as being contrary to the ind and will of our Great Head

and Lawgiver. Let us for this, and these, and all our other ’

manifold  provocations, private,_,domes;tic and public, « humble
ourselves under the mighty hand of God and he will exalt us

' ih due time.” Fear not, dear {riends, all ye who are true of

heart, and willing to live or die in joy or sorrow for and by
Christ and "his Church, for that is all one as Christ and his
Cause ; * for your work” and your witness “ shall be rewarded.”

Let our eyes be up anto him who hath said, and oh! may he

speak it again, and again, and again, and apply it by his own

spirit to the heart and mind of his faithful servants as the mat-

ter-shall require. 1 will work and WHO shall let it? «1I
will speak and will not keep silence.” And O then shall all

discern—yes, both saint-and sinner,- the voice of the Lord, -

* which is fall _majesty,” from all vain and counterfeit preten-
sions. Not wrestle with God in prayer 1 If we do not, if we

know not what it is t0 do so and effectually ; what claim have

- we to be the sced of Jacob, whose. distinguishing character it

was, as also his most honorable encomium::  As a prince hast
thoupower with God and with men, and hast prevailed.” What
was our Blessed Teacher’s meaning when he spoke a parable ex-
pressly to this end, “that men ought always to pray and not
to faint?”  The expression iiself, iplies a degree of earnest-

ness and importunity that if for some tune apparently fruitless,

suit ; and the ,

for the same thing, agreeable to his W;u;shmﬂr And if
~we Jook to out greatexemplar, who in all things imitable came
to set-usan example, that we should tread in his steps. “ He

poured out his prayer with strong erying and tears, and was

might lead th suppliant to grow weary and to give over his
%ﬁrable itself is to shew that reiterated entreaties .

. heard in that he feared.” This %s what we mean by the

 phraseology, wrestling in-prayer s’ and this is our authority,

and we doubt not it shall yet and again be found, ¥ mighty
through God to the pulling down- of the strongholds, casting
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itseif
against the knowledge of God.” o

. 4 is-another false accusation. which 1 have mysel{ hezml
‘them utter. in publi¢_addresses, that the churches teach, ¢ we
- may.worship Go any how it don’t matter.”. On the contrary,

‘the Protestant Church teaches that ¢ great fear in meeting of
the saints is due anto the Lord,” and the- guides of the flock
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are ever looking un to their master and into his word, that they

may beso tau(rht bv fiim, that under their ministration the peo-

ple may “wor shlp the Lord in the beauty of holiness.”

These are a few of the observations which I have made
upon the fallacious, but specious, doctrines of this sect, and I
leave them with you, Beloved Sisters, in faith and love. Iam
much indebted to the Church of Christ in Toronto, for “truc
comfort and spiritual refreshment, and the means by which I
“ have been chiefly benefitted have been, the’ Communion T'able ; s
the Class Meeting ; and the Female Prayer Meeting. And 1
am desirous of bearing my testinony to these means; as in
his sight from whom all spiritual good is derived, and to whom

we shall be accountable for the neglect, or misimprovement of :

every means of grace which in the course of his wise, though
mysterious Providence, he_opens to us while we pass through
this foreign land : nor shall we, I think, be blameless if our only
excuse for the neglect of any of them is, that it was offered to
us by that part of Christ’s mystical body with which we are
not particularly united. Christian, « all things are yours ;”

whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas’; a/l the wells of salvation |

opened up by any of the churches, are opened for you, and for
“all. « Whosoever wifl, let him come, and drink of ‘the water
of, life freely.” Every table of the Lord is spread for you and
for all. True, for the sake of discipline, &c., itis- orderly and .
suitable that we attach ourselves to some particular section of
the Church, whose call we should not neglect for the sake of

when our duty to our more particalar people does not forbid,, -
we should find a visit to cther christian societies, highly pro-
motive of our own refreshment, and mutual christian love and
« Blessed are they that sow beside all waters.” - .
And now, beloved Sisters : « Suffer the word of exhorta-
. ‘We pray daily : « Lead us not into temptation :” then’
if we are sincere in such desire and prayer, we shall shudder
to go-into temptation : and after sufficient evidence, that dan-
gerous and unsound: doctrmes, subversive of the life of true re-
ligion and vital piety in the soul, and paralysing to the ener-
gies of Christian effort and exertion, -are preached, « go not

after them,” nor follow them. We, my friends, are, and- per- -

haps, with some Justice, ce; sured for the weakness of vain cu-

riosity. If this is our fa , by nature, ‘under the encouraging

promlse “ Where sin abounded;”

abound,” let'us who have put on Chnst endeavour to manifest

in some’ measure this truth, by being exemplary in checking._
every injurious mdulm*ncc ‘of thxs propensnfv, especially’ ’Wheu

grace ' did ‘much mére
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it would lead us to subject our hearts, and minds, and feelings
to the fatal influence of « false doctrine, heresy, and schism,”
preached too in the name of Him who is « the True Light
and especially, “ Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy,”
that it may ever be occupied in the “ Communion -of Saints :”

" « in the Tabernacles of the Most High;” in the Courts of His

Holiness”  « O cease, my son, to hear the instruction which
causeth to err from the words of knowledge.” Beware of the.
plea which your heart may bring for this gratification of idle
curiosity. I must « prove all things;” yes, dear friends—but

" there aare many ways of testing a poison, thank God, besides -

drinking it. We are not called to run after every Johannah
Southcote, or Mormon, or Swedenburg, &ec. &c. &c., and to
waste our precious time, especially Sabbath time, by attend-
ance upon their wild rhapsodies. What would you think of
“a child who, after having been warned by its parents and
friends not to touch the poisonous contents of such a vessel,
should, under the pretext of « proving ail things,” take fre-
quent and copious draughts of the pleasing, but fatally injuri-
ous, narcotic? O for grace ever to prove by experience
what is right, and to leave the unhappy. experiment of what is
wrong to those “ who love darkness rather-than light.” And
let us pay much respect to those who are < over us in the
- Lord;” and who we know are ¢ watching for our souls as

+ they that must give account.” = O for the childlike spirit of the

sons ‘of God, equally remote from the ‘childishness, or rather
servility and abjectness, of passive obedienee, and from that
perverse and proud contempt of autherity and government
which sets light by the counsels and opinions of superior age,
experience, learning, talent, and piety, and ¢ounts for nothing

% the anointing of the Lord,” to the Chair of Office !, The spi- . -

rit of Elihu (see Job 32d) may well consist with the devout
respect and awe of David, who would not dare to stretch

forth his' hand against « the Lord’s anointed,” though “that -

iindividual was hunting him «as a partridge in the mountains.”
Let us cultivate their, society; seek their counsel; and, in

- weighing their sentiments, when opposed to our own, letus
‘endeavour to give them all that weight due to them, from the

“above considerations ; but, for the honor of Him-who is’jeal-
ous of his honor as our Supreme Guide; Counsellor, and
 Teacher; « who teacheth as no man teacheth ;> who may
make any one new, as David aforetime, « wiser than his
‘teachers ;” (Psalm 119,) and who « will not give his glory
unto another,~let us, then, judge ourselves, and for ourselves.
This:we- must do, if wé would gpt»put-‘the foot of the Pope

o P ’ TR S )

i

o

#®
i

o
Ciu
i
.3
o
I
1
N
3
1

[



\

E Y

upon the neck of our conscience and right reason ; theugh . xt
is, .indeed, taking upon ourselves an onerous responsibility
= - when we decide to act contrary to the judgment of those who
£ are “ sét over us in the Lord.” But the child of God even '
m such em:mnstances, may sweetly sing—

Bchold lna of affections mild :

Behold me humble as a child,

That soft and sweetly sinks to rest, o
Weaned from its tender parent’s breast.

SO T A

. ‘O fonder than the parent see,
- “Thy Maker Israel cherish thee;*”
Un Him to atest years depend,
) TlgGmde., thy»&m:dxan, :md thy Trxend !

R R o, L

- Yes, dear fnends ! happy is the rﬁan ‘who trustcth in
me, and -who « holds Jast” all the gracious truths which the
Heavenly Teacher; 'sent from God, has imparted ; and ¢ re-
members and forgets not” -His mighty work in-his soul : who
takes heed to .« magnify His work which men behold :* who
is continually endeavourmb to “ separate the precious from
the vile - and sitting loose to the chaff and dross which ever
mixes with human teaching, and efen with human experience.
-May Divine grace preserve and deliver us from denying the |
work of the. Holy Ghost in-our souls, instead of de Iarmg in
the gates of the Daughter of Zion what He hath’done for us.”
If we do so, myst we not fear that we shall be given up to -
strong, del and to. beheve a lie, because we received not
the love of the truth, and be bewildered with the « signs and
lying wonder wlnch Satan oft times makes use of.” (2d Thes.
2.) Blessed Lord! pity, pardon, help, and appear for us, that-
-every ergor and delusion, though veiled in the garb of an an- -
\ gel of ln)l‘]t, may be so resxsted by the « sword of the Spmt,
| which is the Word of God ;” and prayer, that it may take its
i speedy flight, with all its unearthly circumambient exhalations,
~and leave tne humble worshipper of the one living and true God
im admm.ng astonishment, at thatgmcc and. povvcr by which he
bas in this contest with “the prince of the power of the air,
been’ brouaht off more than conqueror.” Remember huinan
—————mtellect— is. no .match for Satan, the fallen arch-angel. None
less. than he who has the key of .the bottomless plt can cast
out Satan, and-those to whom he gives the power.  And-now,
~ dearly beloved, in the unily. of ‘the onc Taiih, one Hope, and
“one -Baptism -of. the ‘Protestant Church—in the humility of
_ deeply lamented, error; division,.and consequent -weakness—in-
the > Jey of fax;h and ‘ope, mth patience, that there is"« Balm
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in Gilead and a thsxcmn there,” and that he cometh “ mighty
to save,”

,I remain ‘m our beloved, - -
’ - Vero Caruovricus. /

As bird from fowler’s snare set free,

Sw:g-sMeet liberty !

As the roe from hunter’s hand,

Darting, bounds o’er stream and land;

So from Satan’s slavish band, -

So from this world’s iron hand,
Our’soul’s set free!

Dur spirit breathes its native air,
The:vault of heaven ascends in prayer ;
Hinder her not—her (God is there.
The spirit breathes its purest fires,
Gives utterance, too, to its desircs,
'The world abash’d, beholds, admires,
And Satan from the field renres N
Cur soul’s et free !

P. S.—1I know that the best of arguments may be gam-
- sayed. Witness the cavils against even the Redecmer’s rea-
sonings, and how much more these hasty and desultory re-
marks ; but they are my best, so except them ; and if they ex-
“hibit any useful and seasonable truth, may it fallinto « honest
and good hearts,” and then, though “but as a grain of mus-
. tard seed,” it will, with that blessmg which maketh effectual,
bring forth some fruit to his glory whose grace and power- is
magmﬁed in the insignificance of the agency he is pleased

semetimes to make use of. I-ask the witness of his spirit to

the truth I have here endeavoured to vindicate, and I ask no
more ; in hishands I leave it, whose name, as I believe, most

assuredly is in these ministrations most falsely assumed. . « He

that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which is crushed bleak-
“eth out into a leer.”--Is 59.
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