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Educational Notes

(By Spectator)

4d

A spirit of steadily rising optimism once more pervades of the King George high school, since the building on the
the atmosphere of business life in Vancouver. The rapidly Dawson school grounds, at present occupied by them, is re-
increasing commerce of the port, and the present very active quired for the increasing numbers of primary pupils, and for
preparations  for still greater expansion in the immediate the use of the Junior high school. ;

! future, might of itself be sufficient to explain this optimism. We hear a great deal on every side about the duty we

But further grounds can easily be cited. The erection of new owe to advertise the attractions of our city. No form of ad-
business blocks, the sight of apartment houses, large and vertising is more effective than a sufficient number of proper
small, in all stages of building progress, and the constant ap- buildings in which to educate the children of the people whom
pearance of-fiew individual dwelling-houses in every part of we are inviting to make their homes with us. We can only
the city, proves that capitalists have faith that the wants of hope that before another vote is called for a larger number o.f

B st e

f a largely increased population will soon have to~be met. the citizens will be awake to the conditions and the clamant
LS LR SR A need for action.
It is the duty of public bodies to read these signs of the e oap ol i :
times, and to act accordingly. Hence the consideration To influence the individual voter in the recent election -

given by the city council to street improvement, -sewerage - the respective parties were dependent on organization, and
and water problems. Hence the forward movement of The made free use of publicity on the platform, in the press, and,
B. C. Electric Company in regard to questions of transporta- not least, on the every voter canvass.
tion, lighting and heating. Hence the submission of money Vancouver raptepayers have also been confronted with
by-laws by the School Board to provide adequate accommoda- the submission to them of another issue, viz., the passing of
tion for the present school population and the new battalions by-laws to raise money to increase our present inadequate
of boys and girls about to demand admission to our class- school accommodation. The result has been disappointing—
rooms. : to say the least. To secure the passage of these by-laws next
sl Lol e time the promoters might well take a leaf from the book of
It is ten or twelve years since the ratepayers voted ap- the politicians. Organization is already to hand in the num-
proval of any expenditure on school capital account, and dur-  erous Parent-Teachers’ associations in the city. In past
ing this time the enroliment of pupils has increased by fifty by-law campaigns they have labored with enthusiasm, but
per cent. Fortunately, before the date mentioned, provision without the required measure of success. One means they
. had been made in advance for increase in school population, have never tried,—the every voter canvass. With so many
) and-many vacant classrooms awaited the coming of new pranch associations, and so many members in each branch,
i pupils and teachers. These vacant classrooms have all been the task should be far from insuperable. The success of their
filled; boys and girls have been crowded into attics and base-  offorts might well astonish even themselves.

LIS Moy i e =
s o ey 1 oy e g

d ments, regardless of the menace to health or the danger from R (
\ fire: grounds needed for play have been cluttered up with The efforts of the Vancouver School Board and of many
75 temporary one-room buildings leading to class isolation and = ,ther bodies to induce the. provincial government to arrange :
the overtaxing of sanitary accommodation; the half-time sys- ¢, an educational survey of the province have at last borne
tem has been adopted for classes of beginners, to the great  fr.uit. Through the Superintendent of Education the govern- i
detriment of their physical and mental progress. ment announced that the survey would be carried out. No
= i il e L fair-minded person will seek to deny that our present educa-

Once more the school board has made appeal for a modest  ¢i,nal system is a good one, or that our teachers are doing
sum on capital account that it might begin to remedy the .goctive work. That is not the question. With people truly

v evils now existing, and prevent their aggravation in time to progressive “the good” must not be permitted to stand in the
come. Every ratepayer, whether or not he has children of way of “the better..”
: his own, might well have held it his duty and his privi‘!eg.e to P AR %
‘ vote in favor of the by-laws. The annual charge f‘fr smkmg'- The following passage, clipped from the “Argonaut,” was §
% fund and interest would scarcely have Leen felt in a day’s recently published in the \'am'«.)uver e rinia it :
’ exyenditure by the ordinary tax _ayer. “ ¢“This is the only country in the world where men won't

s St teach boys,’ declared Archbishop Hanna, speaking in New

In casting the ballot no true man or woman should PEr-  york. Here he touches a fundamental truth, and emphasizes
mit sectional or narrowly celfish interest to actuate him. cryihg need. We have all but abandoned education, applied
Even had the by-laws passed, it is obvious that increased ac- ihe more formative years, to women. Men don’t or won't
commodation in every district of the city could not be Pro-  teach boys. The need of bovhood -is to be inspired by the
vided in a single year. The various districts shou'd have their qualities that imply manhood. Womanly ideals, fine as they
needs attended to in turn, those most congested belng first . o .0 renresentative not of the spirit of manhood but the

spirit of womanhood. Our country wants womanly spirit
PR T S S where it belongs: it ought not to raise up a race of femininely

It must be noted, to, that the school board had no thought inspired men. Every thinking man knows this; few have
of establishing‘a new high school. The new high school huil'd- had the judgment to see or the courage to declare it.”
ing, for which money was asked, is needed to house the pupils As a matter of truth men are not abandoning the teaching

served.
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profession from any inherent dislike of the work. Many good
men,—men of worth and men of ability,—have in the past
found the teaching of boys and girls a congenial occupation.
At the present time there are men of worth and ability who
cannot be driven out of the teaching profession by meagre
remuneration, social neglect, cold civility, or patronizing airs.
Nevertheless there is sad disproportion in the number of men
giving their lives to the noblest work on earth, the work of
moulding the character of boys and girls in so far as this is
humanly possible. Some few men there always will be, joy-
ously taking upon themselves this task, but their number will
be tragically insufficient as long as the average man teacher
is compelled to serve at an unskilled laborer’s wage, and as
long as men who are leaders in this profession are fortunate
indeed if their monetary reward is half of that of the third-
rate surgeon, barrister, or broker. ;
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JUNE EVENING

Deep in the orient glowing, pure is the moon’s silver light,
Like a sublime water-lily afloat in a shadowless pool,

Almost the opening petals revealing her heart to the night,
Luminous, cool.

Ripples below on the ocean, gaily dispelling her beam,
Mirror a legion of footprmts hasting away from our str:{e

Trodden by infinite armies_in quest of the confines of dream,
Fleeing from life.

These are the traces remaining after the labors of men,
After their visions of beauty, after their hate and their

love;

Still the divine water-lily, enfolding her secrets again,

Watches above. 2

—Lionel Stevenson.
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Canadian Authors’ Association Convention at Quebec City

PAGE THREE

>

ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT ROBERT J. C. STEAD,
Author of * Kitchener and Other Poems,” ‘‘ The Homesteaders,” *‘‘The Empire Builders,” Ete.

NOTE—ALt the third annual Convention of the Canadian Authors’ Association, which was held in
Quebec city on 19th and 20th May, 1924, British Columbia was represented by Judge Howay of
New Westminster, Mr. Francis Dickie, author of “The Master Breed” etc., and D. A. Chalmers,
editor of the BRITISH COLUMBIA MONTHLY. Mr. Robert Watson, formerly of Vernon, B. C.,
author of “My Brave and Gallant Gentlemen,” etc., was also present, but as he is now located in
Winnipeg (editing “The Beaver”) he must be held to represent another province.

We hope to publish additional references to this Convention. Meantime it is fitting to note that
it is a reasonable assumption (though the retiring president himself does not hint at it) that Mr.
2 Stead, as one of the leading “officers of the Association” had not a little to do with the official
s recognition of literature given by the Canadian Government in connection with its display at the
Empire Exhibition at Wembley, London. The present government at Ottawa none the less also
deserves credit for its thoughtfulness and enterprise in the matter.

(Editor B.C. M.)

My first duty is to express the pleasure which I feel, and
which I am sure all our visiting members feel, that we are
today the guests of our friends and compatriots of the his-
toric City of Quebec. Here, where the pioneers of Canada’s
physical explorations were wont to assemble in days gone by,
it is appropriate that their successors, now engaged in the
less strenuous but not less important business of pioneering
the routes for a truly Canadian literature—a truly Canadian
channel of self-expression—should gather in convention as
we do today. I shall be surprised if this meeting representa-
tive of the creative literary arts, fails to give life to new
impulses which will have far-reaching influences upon -our
national destiny. '

We are particularly happy in sharing the hospitality of
this ancient city with our friends of the Royal Society. We
hope and confidently expect that their deliberations here this
week will be upon that high plane of intellectual outlook for
which their Society is so justly distinguished, and that their
meeting will be blessed with rich accomplishments both on
behalf of the Society and of Canada as a whole.

One regret I must express—a sincere regret that I am
unable to deliver this address in that graceful tongue which
would have been so much in keeping with the occasion and the
place. It is the advantage of our French-speaking fellow-
citizens—an advantage which I never cease to envy them—
that they are able to tap the deep wells of culture of two
historic languages, while we who were born to the English
tongue must, in so many instances, be content with one.

Our annual meeting this year has been scheduled some-
what later in the season than on former occasions. A number
of considerations léd to this decision. Your Executive wi_shed
to select a date at which those members who are associated
with University activities would be free to attenfl. They
also hoped that by moving the annual meeting on into May
more enjoyable weather might be experienced, so that the
convention might combine the holiday spirit with its mope
serious purposes. And, in the present instance, they ‘a".ned
to synchronize the meeting with that of the Royal Society
for the convenience of a number who are members of b.oth
organizations. In making this change from past praciices
vour Executive hope they have anticipated your “"‘Shes'

The present annual meeting marks the completion _"f thr;e
vears of activity by the Canadian Authors Assocxatloln.l : bt‘
the end of three years of life the Assodatxpn mzf.\' fair \ﬁ ;
asked to produce evidence of its right to exist. . For the' l;
vear or two any infant organization must. be engaged mdtlfl ,\r
in finding its feet, but by the third year it shoul.d bc: ge.t jnlt.;'
into its stride. If it fails in that, either the Ol'gan,lza.tl.ur]]:t;e:._
was Ladly conceived, or it has been unfortunate 1n its leader

ship. :

I shall not claim for the €anadian Authors Association
any spectacular achievement, but that it has made substan-
tial ‘héaday in its purpose I think there can be no difference
of opinion. It has at least assisted in awakening Canada to a
literary self-consciousness. We do not so often hear argu-
ments today, as we did three years ago, as to whether or not
there is such a thing as Canadian literature. The ground of
debate has shifted. The question is no longer, ‘“Have we a
literature ?”’ but, “What is the kind of literature which these
Canadian authors are giving us?” And here perhaps I may
voice a mild protest against that schogl of criticism which
demands that we run before we walk. A few weeks ago, in
an address delivered in Toronto, I made the claim that Can-
adian literature was, on the average, as good as the literature
which is being imported into Canada. T felt that that was a
reasonable claim, and that it was all that could be reasonably
claimed or expected. But my remark was made the basis of
a criticism which complained that Canadian literature must
not be satisfied with being merely as good as the average of
other lands; it must be better, before Canadians can be ex-
pected to accept it in competition with the foreign-made
article. I am not aware of any other channel of endeavor in
which it is demanded of a Canadian that he must produce
something not merely as good as, but better than, the foreign
article before he can hope for recognition in his own country.
We must walk before we run, and how shall we learn to run
if our critics will not let us walk? But I think this is not ex-
pressive of the attitude of Canadians generally toward their
own literature. They are interested in it, and appreciative
of it, and both their interest and their appreciation are rapidly
increasing. I quote from one of our sanest and most construc-
tive Canadian critics:

“I venture to say that more has been written about Can-
adian literature during the last three years than in the pre-
ceding thirty.” ;

If that is so it can only mean that Canadians are awaken-
ing to the existence and the possibilities of a'Canadian litera-
ture, and for this awakening I think the Canadian Authors
Association may fairly claim some share of the credit.

For the three years of our existence we have been con-
fronted with a struggle on copyright legislation. In this we
have not been as successful as we could have hoped, but when
we remember the power of opposing interests, and the pecul-
iarly complicated nature of Canada’s copyright problem ow-
ing to the fact that the United States has remained outside
the Berne convention, our efforts have not been entirely dis-
appointing.

Our work as an Association, and Canadian literature gen-
erally have been signally honored by the Canadian Govern-
ment in its decision to display a Canadian literary section at
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the British Empire Exhibition, and in intrusting the detail
of the work to the officers of the Association. So far as I am
aware this is the first occasion upon which a Canadian Gov-
ernment has officially ‘recognized Canadian literature as a
product worthy of display before the nations of the world.
We have established relations with the Authors’ League
of America by which the interests of our members will be

“served by the Authors’ League in the United States, and the

interests of the members of the Authors’ League will be serv-
ed in Canada by the Canadian Authors Association. We have
also arranged for reciprocal courtesies with the Incorporated
Societies of Authors, Playwrights and Composers in England.

Canadian Authors’ Book Week was generally observed
throughout Canada, and the annual observance of this week
has no doubt been an important influence in directing at-
tention to Canadian literary achievement. The credit for the
success of Book Week must, I think, be placed very largely
with the various Branch organizations who were instrumental
in developing local interest in a manner which would have
been quite impossible for the Central Executive. The thanks
of the Association, and of Canadian authors generally, is due
to the press, to the librarians in our public libraries, and to
many educationalists and citizens in other walks of life for

. their generous sunport in making of Canadian Book Week a

truly national event.
So much for a brief glimpse at some of the accomplish-
ments with which the Association has been identified. If we
have not completely solved some of our problems we have at
least demonstrated that they are capable of solution. We
have other problems still facing us, the solution of which is
not so apparent, and it is proper that, for a moment or two,
I should turn your attention to them.

~ The first is financial. Your Executive have continually
occasion to be conscious of the fact that the service they are
rendering to the membership, and to the cause at large, is
circumscribed by financial limitations. Our membership fee
of five dollars a year is a very small charge when compared,
say, with the $25 a year exacted by the Authors’ League of
America, and the Authors’ League of America distributes no
part of its fee back to local Branches, yet I think that even
with the fee so small as it is the activities of the Association
could be extended if only the fees were promptly paid. In too
many instances that has not been the case, and the fact. is thz_zt
the practice of carrying members who are in arrears in their
dues has been a serious drain upon our finances. Perhaps the
National Treasurer may have something more speciﬁc: to say
on this point. The practice, adopted last year, of having fee.s
col ected by the Branch organizations has not been an unqu'all-
fied success, and may well receive some further coqsnde.ra:;lilaon.
The need of a medium of official communication with the
members is self-apparent, and various attempts. have been
made to supply that need. Your Executive, gux.de:i by the
recommendations made at the last annual conventmn,‘entex.'ed
into an arrangement with the publisher of the “( anadian
Bookman” by which a section of that paper was place({ i
disposal of the Association. In return for this service the
Association subscribed for one.copy of the “Canadian Book-
man” to each name on its membership list. And here develgp-,
ed another weakness in our financial system. The S‘_’bsm'lp'
tions referred to were paid by the Association out of its geni
cral funds, and those members who did not pay their 2“1111:121
fees had to be carried on the list at the expense of those “' ho
did. T feel sure that neglect to pay annual dues p"”'.m?q)rl 1:
in almost every instance due to thoughtlessness or OVRIBNERT)
but the situation created demands a remedy. e bt
Another problem is presented by the widely N"d)d o
locations of our membership. Canada has no rw”g“-lui ers
erary centre, as has the United States; the literary-proc Ul:‘t-)
of C‘anada are to be found from coast to coast, z‘nufl F“,,-::tl-
in touch with them presents difficulties m'”Imrtmx‘mu \g e
2 ¢ il tates \\'h(‘u‘\th(' indu

er than are experienced in the United States,

PAGE FIvE

try” of literature has become highly centralized. The hearty
c_o-operation of Branch officers is required if our membership
hst.is to be kept correct and up-to-date. It is a fact that
during the past year members have changed their address,
have moved from one Branch to another, have been dropped
from the Branch registers for non-payment of dues, have even
been removed by death, without any notification of such

‘changes being sent by the Branch officers to the Central Ex- -

ecutive. It is impossible to administer the affairs of the As-
sociation efficiently under such conditions, and you may be
disposed to give some consideration to means by which they
may be improved.

The National Secretary will, I believe, refer to the work
of our Grievance Committee, but I may be permitted to re-
mark that it was a noticeable fact that most of the complaints
of unfair dealings by publishers were received from authors
who are not members of our Association. This might be held
to suggest that authors who are so little interested in the

general welfare of the craft that they fail to identify them-
selves-with its representative organization are so constituted

tempermentally as to be easy victims of the unscrupulous
publisher. A more logical explanation is that it is only by
association with one’s fellows in the craft that one learns to
avoid the pitfalls which beset the feet of the ill-informed.
In- this, as in other matters, an ounce of prevention is worth
a pound of cure. Most disputes arise out of unfair or ambig-
uous contracts, and it is hardly too much to say that nearly
all new authors sign contracts which they but vaguely under-
stand. I am convinced that the Association might render a
great service by framing, in co-operation with the Canadian
publishers, a standard contract in which the interests of the
author, as well as of the publisher, would be fully and explic-
itly protected. :

I cannot conclude these already too long remarks without
an expression of my personal thanks to the members of the
Central Executive for their valuable and generous advice and
agsistance in the affairs of the Association throughout the
year. When I explain to you that, owing to our financial
limitations, members of ‘the Executive who lived outside of
Ottawa not only gave their time in attending Executive meet-
ings, but actually defrayed their travelling expenses out of
their own pockets, you will be able to appreciate the sincerity
of their interest in the welfare of the Association.

I have thus hurriedly reviewed some of the outstanding ex-
periences and problems of the Association, with -some sug-
gestions of the benefits it has brought or may bring to its
members. But the most far-reaching benefit of an organiza-
tion such as this cannot be expressed in the formal terms of
a President’s address. In my obvinion the greatest service
which this Association is rendering its members is the ac-
quaintanceships which it is establishing/among them. As
acquaintanceship develops into friendship a bond is woven
which knits together’ the literary interests of Canada and in-
spires every individual member to efforts which™ will reflect
credit up(m himself ard his_fellow craftsmen. Speaking
frankly and for myself, the treasures of acquaintanship which
have been unlocked to me through my connection with the As-
sociation more than repay any small effort I have expended
on its behalf. I hope that that bond of acquaintanceship and
friendship may be greatly strengthened and extended by the
deliberations and experiences of this convention.
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In the Wake

(By W. R.

Semper baratus; (“Always ready!”) The old Latin maxim
came to mind as the squadron rode at anchor in the Bay.
Battlemented turrets, monster guns, intricate mechanisms

vcljean as a pin and ready for action stirred a sense of pride

dnd security; and the personnel in appeﬁrance‘and conduct
suggested the kind of men who have read Nelson’s signal and
are ready to follow it. : '

It was the “Lady Alexandra’s” maiden trip as we went to

meet and welcome the great ships. Out in the open we were
all a-tiptoe. The surroundings seemed just as usual—water,
water everywhere. Suddenly, like a black shaft shot through
the air, a dark object materialised, rushed furiously past us
and was gone—the cut of the craft shewing the Destroyer
“Patrician,” like the pilot engine of the Royal train. Gossip
ceased as by magic; every eye glued on the sky-line and there
at last it was unmistakable—a vague something gradually
merging into vast shadowy forms, a thin thread of smoke
disclosing their course. As they came nearer and the huge
turrets and barbettes appeared like moving fortresses we
turned with the “Princess Patricia,” each gay with bunting,
and ‘escorted the flagship to the mouth of the Narrows and
within sound of the volleys of loud huzzahs from the crowds
on shore-line and cliff.- These gallant officers and men, ac-
customed as they are to the sights of the seven seas, must
have been genuinely impressed by popular welcome and nat-
ural beauty as the giant ships wheeled gracefully round
Brockton Point and into the inner harbour.

Vancouver and his wife naturally gave first thought to
the “Hood” because of its place among the superlatives, and
whatever the impressions they will last. Many, no douf;@
with the mechanical or engineering turn of ‘'mind would glean
much from a close survey and from the.informative talks
given with such evident knowledge by the bluejackets; but
to me the main impression was of the towering strength,
grim and orderly, conjoined with the kindly features which
spelt a time of peace. Looking from “aloft” at the wide
foredeck it was not an expanse of naked iron that met the
eve but a wood floor finely seamed, suggestive of a social
gathering or a merry hornpipe. Here and there in a cosy
corner a tar was spinning a yarn with his mate, while others
were caring for the ship’s pets, Happy groups of children,
fearlessly astride mighty engines of war, seemed little har-
bingers of a day when the lion and the lamb will walk to-
gether and a little child lead them; and down in the depths
the tiny Anglican church with its altar reminded us of the
fine motto of the British Navy: “Fear God: honour the king.”
And those great searchlights at night—how they crossed and
re-crossed like Titans at play«and anon swooped down to the
level, picking out the wharf lounger “to the last button!”
I thought of Keats: “Prithee do not turn

‘The current of your heart from me so
soon”

and wondered if certain amorous couples in pleasant attitudes
along the waterfront felt in the same way of this sudden

“current” of blaring publicity. With the aid of lively fancy,

which, like humour, is of the saving salt, there was something
of the war touch when, I made out the dark outline of the
“Princess Charlotte” stealing quietly past the grim walls and
guns of the cruiser, while those great piercing lights swept
the heavens as if in search for bombing planes. And then
something happened. In a moment the “Charlotte” was a
phantom ship of light; in a moment all was darkness again
and the ship passed on in safety, her presence and purpose
signalled to the other units by those twinkling lights at the
masthead that seemed to mean so little, yet meant so much.
It seemed to indicate the British way: no needless destruction
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of The Fleet

Dunlop)

of innocent vessels or again, in the hour of victory a chance

of life to the fallen foe: %‘

“Ye are brothers, ye are men
And we conquer but to save.”
The mighty flagship, under whose nose I travelled daily,
suggests its namesake; and it is an interesting coincidence
that this year is the bicentenary of Admiral Viscount Hood’s

- birth. It is interesting also that his main experience was in

the West Indian and North American Stations, though he
may have the more picturesque fame as Nelson’s senior officer
in the Mediterranean in 1793 around the days of the French
“Terror.” An old man of ninety-two when he died, he had
already passed the fourseore mark—his active day’s work
done—when  Nelson “sought out” Villeneuve in 1805, to use
a characteristic British naval phrase in the recent war. Hood
was of the group of “Admirals all,” including Rodney, Howe
and Boscawen, between the daring doughty commanders of
Elizabethan times on the one hand__and Nelson and his Cap-
tains on the othér; while two other names in that wide span
call for apt remembrance: Blake in the middle of the seven-
teenth century who effectively countered Van Tromp’s, broom
wit}i a whip, and Duncan of Camperdown in the closing years
of the eighteenth who, when about to engage Admiral de

“Winter in battle, remarked with grim humour to his staff:

“Gentlemen, you see a severe winter approaching; I have
only to advise you to keep up a good fire.” The temperamental

-quality of the naval tar which dubs him “the handy man” is

reflected in this cool humour of commanders in critical hours
—thus: Drake and his game of bowls on the Hoe (let us adm't
it, an example of folly condoned only by success); Blake and
his emblematic whip in the English sea and the Zuyder Zee;
Duncan and his warm winter fire; Nelson turning his blind
eye to an inconvenient signal. —
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Historical association, kinship and pleasant social memor-
ics mingled in the valedictory we waved from Prospect Point

in the early summer morn, while the battleships came sailing *

down the Narrows in perfect precision and alignment as cool-
Iy as if menaced by the guns of the Dardanelles instead of
flanked in homage by Cathedral ‘pines. Hearts were touched
as the “Hood” with a fine grace rounded the Point, the mar-
ines and tars standing at attention, the band on the aft deck
playing “Auld Lang Syne”; and as her flag stood out to the
opening breeze from the Straits the parting thought of af-
fectionate pride—in time of peacé as in time of war—was
that of a hundred years ago: '

“Ye Mariners of England

That guard our native seas,

Whose flag has braved a thousand. years,

The battle and the breeze— ;

Your glorious standard launch again . . .”

R T R S

EPILOGUE. The purpose in the visit of {his fine squadron
was not merely to give a spectacular feast or the occasion for
a round of social pleasures. It was doubtless to some extent
a gesture. There may have been the suggestion, though un-
stressed, that a great Navy, which has given us the protection
under which we have the leisure to criticise, imposes a stag-
gering burden on the Home taxpayer which ought to be
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shared in ratio; but in any case there was direct import in
the spoken word. With hundreds of others I was privileged
to hear Admiral Field address the Canadian Club, and nothing
.could have been more tactful or less intrusive than the terms
In which he asked Canada to look all round the question of
her defence in view of the partial disarmament of the Im-
perial Navy. In local parlance, what are we going to do
about it? If we follow the lead of a courteous critic and
tell this distinguished friendly naval officer to “mind his own
business” it can only mean one of two things: either that in
self satisfaction we feel we have nothing to learn, or that if
there be incipient danger now, or later, we would rather
suffer from it than be told of it. Evidently, like the curate’s
egg, our code of courteous criticism is bad in=spots, and the
defect merits publicity, only that it may be refuted. We may
assume from the courteous rejoinder that some among us
delude themselves ‘into the idea that peace has déscended like
dew upon the earth and that preparedness is an article in an
old Order as dead as the Dodo. The visit of the fine cruiser
“A_delaide”—on the way to England to be fitted with greater
motive power—gave silent witness that a sister Dominion
takes another view. We need not be alarmists or infuse
bombast—in our case, irony—into the Kipling words “Count
up your battleships”; but at least it is a wise old Latin max-
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im—Semper paratus,—“Always ready!

A Literary Tom-Tidler’s-Ground

By Lionel Stevenson

The Canadian province with the greatest and most varied
endowment "of natural magnificence, with an individuality al-
together its own, is the one which has almost entirely failed
as vet to find expression in literature. While there are many
people in British Columbia who can write with undeniable
ability in poetry and prose, the majority of them have not
attempted to interpret the distinctive scenes and conditions
which abound on every hand. A setting composed of two
mighty natural phenomena, the Rockies and the Pacific; in-
dustries which combine adventure and big administrative
problems; a history not long but redolent of romance; a popu-
lation including picturesque emissaries of many races; all
theze things, and more, are capable of being used with im-
mens<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>