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COMPLIMENTARY BANQUET

T

SIR CHARLES TUPPER,

AT THE

HALIFAX HOTEL,
THURSDAY, JUNE 14th, 1888.

The complimentary banquet tendered by | Johr Starr Esq G G Dustan, Exq
S 3 .. | C F DeWolf, Esq Wm Gossip, Es
the personal and political friends of Sir |y ¢ 0and, E«q G A Mackinz?e,%sq

N 3 H is ci ¢ W S Sim nds Esq J N Mackintosh,
Cha.rles '1uppe?r resident in this city came | &% &/ Bes Esq ED King. Es Exg
off in the Halifax Hotel, as announced, on ;{?lghimm"' Esq T W Chesl-y, Esq
3 z Secton, Es ————— Dixon. ks

the evening of the 14th June, The large ! yichael W alnn,qlisq C C Chipman, E qq
and handsome dining hall of the ‘“Halifax” | J P rsons, E q Altren Putnam, Fxq

; 5 E J Lordly, E-q Chas Puttiam, Es
was beautifully decorated for the occasion Y: l'(\f.ngwin. Esq Wm McDongall, l?.nq

3 SR ALY d Macdoiala, K-q G M Greer, Es

with flags, ﬂowen:s, and. transparencies,—a | ;.0 g onds, ey SRisal Bl
* handsome portrait of Sir Charles occupying | | J & ewa:t. Esq J W DeWolf, Esq

s $05 C & DeWulf, Es
a prominent position, e ey

The following gentlemen were present : Mr. John F. Stairs, President of the

Sir Charle« Tupper Geof Morrow, Esq Halifax Liberal-Conservative Association, .
SirAT vat Joseph Kaye, Esq s . i . e
Ho « Senator McFarlane Patt rson, Esq occupled the chair, with Sir Charles Tupper
Hon Sevator lmon J T Wylde, Exq on his right and Sir A. T. Galt on his left.
Hon Senator McKay Leon r - Symonds, £sq ? AR >
M H Riches, M P Walter Allis n Esq Mr. T. E. Kenny occupied the Vice’s chair
M B Daly, M P Alpin Grant Esq i : :
D B Woodworth M P De Wi kuire with Mr. 'C. H. Tupper on his right and
J Mebougzald, M P Dr Te naman Mr. Sanford Fleminv, C. B. on his lefs.
C H Tuppe , M P Dr DeWolf il
H N Paint, M P Duncan, Wadd-ll, Esq The following is the
D weN Parker, ML C John Cusey, Esy
A CBel,MPP Alfred W hitinan, Esq MEIN TU.
R Hockin, M P P Mark Cua-ry. k-q e
CJ T wnshend, MP P Wiley Smith E-q. POTAGES.
J F Stairs, E-q Donald Keith, Esq
8t. phon T obin, Esq Geo Wiswell, Esq Green Turtle.  Clear ala Royal
J J‘nremncr. Esq J A }Sihuw'.‘Eq POISSGNS.
Allison Smith, Esq Jas R Lithgow, Esq ;
Major G:ne al Laurie Juhn Forbes, Esq Bolled Preeh Sl;illrgggi ll'{::;g(;:zsa:ﬁe' maitre d’hotel
Licut Col Stewart Donald G Keith. Esq A oty o i
Mayor Fraser J L archibald, Esq ENTREES.
Reo rder J N Ritchie Dr. E Clay g Petit Pattes aux huitres.
A1 Meloin Geo E #raniiyn, Eeq Cottlette d' Auneay auxpetiter pots
4 J i o O

Ald B A Sinith Prof C ¥ Fraser Lo BTr;‘r:%“'l: aorld;ldn::rx n(zha b e
Ald Hesslien J M DeWolf Eqq ; R

l\.ltl lv{lclnr.u}l?\ _E Jorf'lmn(.l Esq RELEVES.

E Kenny, Esq 8 M Brookfield, Esq Roast Sirloin of Beef
:VJ Sr.:]i-s. P‘;f‘ Geo E‘[}“"“f’"- E-q Roast Turkey, Cra--berr; Bause.

[ Saen, Yaq 7 o S Roast Saddle of Mutron, Red Currant Jelty.
108 Boston, E-q A B Bligh, Esxq Boiled Turkey, *'yste- Sauce
las A Moren Esq J W Marvin, Esq Boiled Ham and Ton e y
i P Blick, E-q B G Gray, Esq isad
:ohn D ul"l,lzl-q RL Hmdﬁni Esq ROTS.

ohn Pugh, E.q W Chisholm, Ksiq Youne Spring Chicken (Roasted),

Ogen, E-q i HY H'ligh, Esq Prairie Hens. Wild Ducks. Grouse,

D V Chipman. Esq Prof "harles M cdonald Chicken Mayonaise. Lobster Salade.

N Freeman, Esq S A white, Es Green Lettuce Salads. Tomatoes,
A Ritchie, Esq N K Bigelow, % g e Salads. Tomatoes, Cucumbers, eta.

anford Fiommuing, Esq  J Y Payzant, Esq VEGETABLES,

W.ish, E q i J E Wilson. Esq Mashed P tatoes. New Green Peas Asparagne.
owhn White, Eq C F Vose, Esq Spinach. Lettuce. Sweet Corn.

C Walker, Esq Dr W C Delaney Tomatoes, Squash. Turnips, ets.
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ENTREMENTS.
English Plum Pudding, Wine Sauce.
Meringues a la crme.
Bandwich Paetry.  Tartles.  Mince Pies.
Washington Piex.  Italian Creams,
Chariotte Ru se. Jelly uux Madeira.

RELEVES DE ROTS-

Crackers.  Cheese Radi hes.
Brown Bread and Vaniilla Ice Creams.
Freeh 8trawberries and Cream,

DESSERT.
Oranves.  Apples. Grapes Bananas,
Prines.  Figs.  Kaising.  Hatifien Fingers.

Ginger Nuts Bon-Bors. Cocoa Nut 1irops.
Biscuits. Condicd Fruit, French Crcams.
®reserved Ginger. Preserved Peaches. Pine Apples
Almonda. Olives, Pyramid Cakes.
Assortcd Bi:cuits, ete.
COFFtE.
WINES.
Amoniillado Sherry.
. Godard Bros. sauterne,
Johanne-berger (Hock).
L. 1. Extra D¢y Champ gne.
B. & E Pecriers ** Cabinet.”
. _Chateau 1 afite Clares.
Chatean Leovi.le Claret.
Extia Port,
Liqueurs—Curaco, Brandy. Maraschino.
Brandy, Beredictiue.

About 10.30 the chairman rose to pro-
pose the first toast of the evening, but
befoure doing so read the following letters
whioh had been received in response to
invitations to be present :

~ 'FroM SIR JoHN A. MACDONALD.
StapacoNa HALL, Ottaws,.

8ir Jchn Macdonald great'y regrets that hi
official engagements deprive him «f the great

l-asure of accepting the kind invitation of the
Liberal-O:“iservatives of the County of Halifax and
of being present at diserved conpliment they are
%bout £0 pay to his fiiend and colleague, Sir Charles
Zu pe,on the 14th instaut.
“ 8th June, 1888,

Cherry

qm[" Hon. Sik HECTOR LANGEVIN,

Sir Hector Langevin regrets thatin consequence
of his prerence being requ red in Ottawa next
week, he will b deprived of the honor of being

re-ent at the baugnct to be given by the Liberal-
Bonservativen of the Countv of Halifax, on the
34th of Jun . in honor of th: honorable Sir Charles
Tupper. »ir Heetor Langevin regrets his inabiiity
$he more when having to decline the invitation of
the Libe al Conservatives of Halifax on this parti-
cular occasion, as he would have wished cspecially
to rhew his appreciation of the good »services
rendered by 8ic Charles Tupper and of the talent
and eloquence which have placea him in the promin-
ent position he now ho ds.

Qitawa, 8'h June, 1883.

FroM SIR LEONLRD TILLEY.

OrTAWA, June 7, 1883,
My DEAR Sig,—

I am just in rcceipt of the invitation from the
“ Li-eral Conservatives of th County of Halifax”
to att-nd the dinner to be given to my esteem«d
eolleaguc onthe 14th, I sincerely regret that iy
arrangements are such, preparatory to my leaving
for Eugla' d on the 16th that I can not do myself
the pleasure of being with you on that idteresting
occasion, At can not he otherwise, than one of
deep interest to all present,

Yours hithfulli,
8. LTt

®; Shiknn ” LLEY.
'ohn F. Srars, Fsq.,
©Ohairman

Apple Tarts,

From HoN. J. A. CHAPLEAU.

(Telegram.)

Please accept my tha ks for your invitation te
attend the banguct offercd to your great patiiot Sir
Charles Tupper, and my deep regret st e ng pre-
vented from oiring i this monvest tion of estcem

nd affection for one whom Canad: has such ¢reat
rearon to be pro'd of  Your faithiul supjo t gave
him st ength; his name gives you glory. H nor
to you for having honciec him,
(3g'd.) J A CHAPLEAU.

The chairman stated that similar letters
bhad been received from Hon. Mr, Mec
Pherson, Sir Alexander Campbell and
other members of the cabinet.

The chairman then gave the following
toasts which were duly honored :—

“The Queen.”

“T'he Piince and Princess of Wales, the
Princess Louise and other members of the
Royal Family.’,

“The Govern or-General.’

‘ The Lieut.-Governor.”

Mr. Stairs then said it became his duty
to introduce the guest of the evening, Sir
Charles Tupper. In doing so he observed
chat nothing he could say at all this even-
ing conld add to the interest of the present
occasion, nor could any words ot his pre-
sent the services thut had been rendered
by Sir Charles Tupper to the Province of
Nova ~cotia and Duminion of Canada more
prominently before thisassembly than they
were at present. At this late hour of the
evening, much as he would have likcd to
do 80 at an earlier hour,he did not feel thas
it would be right to take up the time in re
ferring particularly, as he would otherwise
have desired to do, to some of the things
which had been achieved for this city by
the eftorts of their honored guest. As he
knew, however, that the asseniblage was
waiting impatiently to hear from Sir
Charles he would refrain from any extend-
ed observations, but he would simpiy say
in passing that it behoved us now to recall
particularly what had been done for Hali-
fax and Dartmouth also. A good many
friends from Dartmouth were present this
evening, and as he had been living in that
place for some time, and was interested in
its progress and prosperity, he took great
pleasure in referring to what had been ac-
complished in the interest of the town by
the efforts of their gnest. He would ask
the company to drink the health of
Sir Charles Tupper.

The toast was drunk with great enthusi-
asm, and Sir Charles on rising to respond
was for some minutes prevented from
speaking by econtinued rounds of ap-
plause.

He spoke as follows :—

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Vice,and gentlemen,
No words that I can command would enable

of Committea,
Hawrax, N8,
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ovation which you have tendered me on
the present occasion. I find myself sur

rounded by members of " the Senate of
Canada, by a number of the leading re-
presentatives in the House of Commous of
Canada, by a number of gentlemen who
adorn the Leglslative Council of the
trovince of Nova Scotia, and by several
gentlemen who are ornaments of the Legis-
lative Assembly of this Province. But in
addition tothatI find myself inthe presence
of the merchant p:inces of Halifax. I find
myself in the presence of the representa-
tives of the great industries that now
adorn your city. I find myself in the
presence of the representatives of the
great fishing interests of the Province.
I find myself in the presence of the great
agricultural interests of the Proviuce,
I find myself in the presence of gentlemen
who by their energy and enterprise have
shown the  world that  Halifax
is not to be behind in taking advantage
of the present fiscal policy of the
Dominion of Canada and rearing up great
industries that are to benefit your peo-
ple. (Cheers.) Ifind myself in the presence,
of those who have taken a prominent and
leading part in rendering the city of |
Halifax what it ought to be, not only the
great West India port of this country, but
the seas of the great sugar refining in-
dustry of Canada, which in connection
with the great cotton industry which
you have established here and the other
industries which are prosecuted with such
vigor an | enterprise, are of vital impor-
tance to the progress and prosperity of the
country. I find mysclf surrounded by
gentlemen  who, by  their energy
and enterpiise, by their readiness to
devote their capital to this purpose
are prepared to make Halifax and Nova
Scotia what they should be—one of the
most important centres of the commerce
and industries or this Dominion. Under
these circumstances, no language I can use
would adequately express what I feel
when you have taken so much trouble, on
this occasion, to grect me with o splendid
an ovation as the present. And, sir, [
must not forget, while regretting that it
has not been in the power of my colleagues
to accept your kind hospitality, I must
not forget to express the gratification
which I feel in finding my old friend, Nir
A. T. Galt, n istinguished pre-

the great head of the great Liheral party
g@,’%’elate lamen on. Jose
owe, 1t was necessary that I should come

Lendon,  On the present occasion I do not
intend to make a political speech. The last
time I had the honor of addressing a Hali-
fax audience I think I trespassed greatly
upon your patience with a speech of four
hours duration extending into the morning,
on the great political questions of the day.
Bu.t I hope you will allow me this time to
make a few observations of a somewhat per-

i sonul character, rather than to refer to Those

great political questions in which we are all
interested and with which you are all fam-
iliar. I am carried bazk by this grand
banquet which you have tendered me, to

my first entry in Halifax in a political char:
acter. ore than twenty-eight years ago
when engaged in the duties of
a Jlarge and lucrative practice in my
profession in my native county, my hon,
friend who now sits by my sidve, the Hon,
Senator McFarlane and his colleague, Sen.
Dickie came into my study with a request
that I would stand for my county. They
said that a writ bad been issued tor a gene-
ral election (the election of 1855) and that
if we wished to carry the county against

orward as one of the candidates for the
repregentation of the county, which then
had two representatives My objection, of
course, was very great. I knew to how un-
certain a sea I was about to commit my-
selff, and how  seriously it was
likely to interfere = with my own
personal advancement. When  they
said, however, that wunless I would
consent to offer my services the election
would be carried by default and that no
effort would be made. and that it was not
believed that under any other circumstance
the county could be carried, I was com-
pelled reluctantly to consent. It was nob
because [ took a very deep interest in
politics. The question was with me a per-
sonal question. I was a personal and inti-
mate friend of one of the greatest and bes:
_ljl_(%) I have ever kuowy, the late Hon.
ulge™ Johnston, (cheers) and my
estre to sustain him was the motive which
induced me to consent to become a candi-
date. The result of course, you know. My
hon. colleagne and myself were elected
as representatives in the Conservative in
terest of the County of Cumberland. My

opponent, Mr. Howe, on his return to
Halifux wasgreeted with a good many 7
- .

inquiries as to who this young doctor was

‘guanng in the _high office tha
ave the honor to hold—t of Hig

M Mm1SS101) ondon, coming down
here at great personal inconvenience to do
‘me honor on this occasion. All I can say
is that on a somewhat similar occasion not
very long ago it gave me great pleasure in
the city of Montreal to represent the Gov-

who had taken higseat IPorn him in: theCounty
of Cumberland, and with his characteristio;
frankness and his disposition to dognore

than_justice to an opponent, he told them™
fhat ey

would soon find out that

1
he had been defea the leader
ernment of which I ani'a member when a | Onservative iy, Whea?
large body of the ci.izens of that great|'the party assembled, my hon, colleague

commercial centre met to do honor to Sir

and myself were summoned to meet our.
friends who had been elected, an/ it was

A, T, Galt when about to assume the im-
portant position of High Commissioner in

RN R )

not & very large number that camato the
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front when thefight was over.
in a lodging house, close

$he lgte Mr. Thorne was
In those lodgings we met, and,
told, out of some fifty-two members

by

we counted sixteen,
eut to pieces and the only redeeming
feature about the situation, if such it
wmight be called,—a great many people
e lied it anything else but a redeeming
feature—was the return of my hon. col-
league and myself for the county of Cum-
®erland and the defeat of the great leader
of the great Liberal party. Well, sir, on
#hat occasion, as I believe is usual on such
occasions, the different members from vari-
.ous sections of the country endeavored to
account as best they could for the disaster
that had overtaken the party. hen
they Tad TolT their experience my hon.
fri :nd Judge Johnstone called upon me to
give my_opinion. I ventured with the
presumption of youth to tell them that
they were exactly in the position_in which
any party that had_parsued the course
which they had
‘fina itselt sald that T believed the de-

T.at of the Conservative party in the Pro-

vince was owing to the Tact that they were
wrong in_principle and that the practice
that they had pursued was fatal to the suc-

¢css of the party. I said, you have unfor-

The party had been | members. I

ursued might expect to
:v_to

Scotia,
placed

party of Nova
Legislature met, and |
myselt in  communication with the
arranged an on-
slaught upon our opponents, and at the
close of a heated and vigorous debate which
I bad the honor to lead, we divided, not
with sixteen but with twenty two, on
our sule, and among those twenty-two
gentlemen who voted with me was the
brother of the late Bishop of Arichat who
resigned his seat in the Government and
voted with me. Another gentleman -as
Mr. McKeagney, the late lamented gen-
tleman who died a judge in Winnipeg,
Another who did not vote with me but
whose letter from his dying bed was read
in the House, was Mr. McLeod, a Roman
Catholic member who tendered his
resignation and declared thact if he
were able to tender his vote it should
be with me. I need not tell you that
this produced a new cou lition of things.
I riced not tell you tlat when the Legisia-
tire met in the ensuing session, Judge
Jobnstone made a motion of want of confi-
dence which was carried, and the (‘onser-
vative party combined with our former op-
ponent , but then allies, the Roman _Catho-
lic members to a very largeextent in this

tuna ely adopted a policy that renders it
fupo sible fora Roman (atholic %o e a

Con= rvative. If you aim at controlling
the Governmsant ot this country you must
r form, and at once, that radical error into
which you have fallen, and mast adopt
the broad and statesmanlike policy thatmen
pst tand on a comnmion I.Lt_f{_wu_m
ti~ niterTy regardless o T%re igions faith
which they profess. (Cheers). I ventured
to tell them Ehai T differed from them on
suother great and fundamental question

&ud fhat was the railway policy. I ven-

tured to tell them that I believed that the
m PggaL poii y propounded by Mr. Howe wasa true

7
Lea e

anl sound policy—that of constructing
rm‘f%'e‘(%vemmeut in the position
in wincin they were placed—and that it
was absolutely necessary to change front

questi A gooc
many of my Itiends on that occasion who

kuew that Mr. Johnstone, with all his
amiable qualities, had pretty strong opin-
lons of hisown, expected some explosion
from the emarks — which T had
ventured make. They were

to

e great deal astonished when that ven-
erable gentleman told them he was afraid

there was too much truth in what Dr,
upper 8 . e a e at 1t was
t(:m iate in life %or him, he was too old to

chauge himself, and he said he thought

the best thing they could do t ive
gapte blanche to Dr. uggr. et him re-
Coi 8 rud e Concervative party, and try

Province, were placed in power, and a
government was formed. When that
event took place my friend then Mr.
Johunstone, asked me to accept the high
and important office of Provincial Secre-
tay. I wold him that it would not
answer my purpose, that the only object I
had in entering the Legislature at all was to
see him restored to power, and 1hat ohject
accomplished I should only be too glad to
be relieved from any kind of official duty,
and enabled to devote my time and at-
tention to the profestion in which I was
engaged. Hisreply was that if [ refused
to accept the office of Provincial Secretary
he would not attempt to form an adminis-
tration; and under these circumstances I
abandoned my professional position in the
County of Cumberland, committed myself
to the uncertain sea of politics and tock
office as Provincial Secretary of this pro-
vince. I need not tell you that I am not
a very idle man, and the administration of
which I form a part generally find some
work to do. The burning question of that

day, a burning question in_a double sense,
wag the coal question. It was a fact that
at that day Bo Nova_Scotian_could dig a
pound of coglon_TIis property, no_person

n London could

ept se _corporation

tou oung of in the wide domain’
of Nov tia. The question had excited

a good deal of interest not only in this
province but elsewhere. Judge Johnstone
was the Solicitor of the General Mining

bis hand avd see what he could do with it.

(Cheers )

From that hour to this—from

Association, and had been their defender
down w that period. He resigned that

We met | that hour, before I had ever taken a seat
where | in the Legislature of the Province, I have
lodging. | had the honor to be the leader of the
all | Conservative
| The
$hat composed the House of Assembly, |
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office and we brought forward resolutions
to provide for a delegation to deal with
this matter, and with my own hand I ad-
dressed a letter to the present (}u\'crnm"
Archibald, then one of the leading men, as
he has long been one of the leading men of |
this province, (cheers) asking him to join
in this great and important mission with
Mr. fohnstone as a delegate to dea! with
that question of the mines and_minerals of
this province. Yon kunow the result. |
They were enabled to make an arrange- |
ment which was carried successfully
throngh the Legislature in the session of
1858; and in cousequence of that arrange-
meunt you know the vigor and vitality that
were thrown into the development of the
mines and minerals of this province, and |
the inestimable boon conferred upon the
people of Nova Scotia by the settlement ot |
that question. Aunother _great reform |
seemed to demand attention at the hands
of the Legislature, and we unhesitating!y
and fearlessly gra pled with it, because 1
have no hesitation in telling you that
never as a public man, whether I was
right or wrong—I hope that 1 was gener-
ally right, perhaps I was sometimes wrong
—but whenever I came to a conclusion
since [ have entered public life, that a
reform was needed, that a change was re.
quired, I addressed myself to the wok
unhesitatingly without reference to the
con-equence, and without inquiring what
might be the result to myself or ny party.
I fearlessly and faithfully to the best of
my knowledge and ability grappled with
the question. At th.t time the represcn-
tation of this province was of the most
anamolous character. The small county
of Hants returned five representatives, be-
tween county and township represen-
tatives, while the great county of Cape
Breton, of nearly double the population,
returned only two m-mbers to the Legis-
lature of the province. 1t was utterly im-
ossibl e that auny hing like re-ponsible
government—anything like a fair manly
independent expression of the pubiic
opinion of this country could be given
when the representation was in that con
dition,—when a handful of a little over a
hundred electors in a sinall township could
return a member and had as petent a veice
as one-half the county of Halifax or
something  approaching  that. We
turned our  attention to that
ubject and brought in a representation bill
which was greatlv denounced b our opp »
nents, and, I dare say, some who are
present will not have forzotten the diagram-
showing the monstrons manner in which we

were cutting up districts and altering the
various counties of this
know

that the settlement of th boundaris «f

boundaries of the
Province. Yet I am proud t»

tha varions districts throughout the Pro

vinca of Nova Scotia stands to.day as wo

fixed it in 1858, and th .t althongh our oppo

nents have had uncontrolled power to chanve

)

the fairness, justice and wisdom of that mea-
sure which we placed upon the statute book.
L an not quite ceriain that 1t was as benefis
cial to  us as it was to the
country. I am not quite certain  bub
that we should have rewained m powves
but for the passage of that mweasure. Buk
after having passed it weljwent to the country,
and in the general el:ction we cawme out m
gomrthing hke two of a minority,  Want of

' eonfidence in our Administration was carrr d

and our opponents came back 1o power;

Well, sir, | met my fate on that occasion as
becomes those who commit themselves Lo the
uncertainties of politic, with all the phins -

phy I could command, The next wmornig
[ tendered my professional services tot.e
people of Halifax, only too glad to be able re
return to my profession again.  And when I
look around this fist ve bosrd and sie se
many friends to whow I ewe so much for the
minly and independent assis arce which
they afforded me, L shall never forget how
on that occasion they rallied to my suppoert
I was s on placed in as independent a pos.tio

as [ ever was iu, in my e, (Cheers). I
can not make vou understand—no person whe
has not devoted himself as 1 have done tothe
profession to which [ have the honor to
long—can understand, the severe wrench i
gives to a man, treaved as I was by the
pro‘essional mer, by my protessional brethrenm
without distinetion, trom one end «f the
county to the other,—the severe wrench [
say, to sever such a connection a~ that. [f
possivle it is a stronger one than that which
connects a public man with the great
body of political supporters to wh.m he
owes so much., While in the aischarye
of my professional dutiex, I was not alto-
gether iale as a po itician, and during the
four years we were out of power we made it
tolerably hot tor our opponents iy the coun-
try and parliament. The result was thi
when 1t came to the general election of 1868

+e swept the country trom end to end. My
friend, Mr. Jobnstone, and yselfy
ard my colleague by my s:de (Senator

power  sus-

McFariane) came back to
tained by twenty-five ot a majonty
in a House of fifty-tive members,
which, I think, you will admit, wax quite
laree enough, and perhaps a hittle too lage,
[ felt, however, that the countiy having
p aced usin that position, demanded rome-
thing at our hands, and [ felt that nothing
would be moredi~creditable to a governmeusg
than to hesitate to deal with su b question#
as they felt they were enabled tv ceal with
by the great majority with which they had
been returned to power. I may say however
that when we wet in an  adj ining build ng,
which [ then occupied as a private residercay
to form an administration, my friend, N
Johnstone with his chracteristic magnanim-
ity refuse! in the most peremptory imannep
to becowe leader of the admnistiation. He
stated that from the hour I entered publie
life,—from that time the heat and
marden of the day had been bhorne by
myself, That although he would be mest
happy to co-operate with me in eve y posri-
hle way, at his time of lite it was utterly
impossible to undertake to dischirge the
duties such as T had performed, and e would
not consent to become the lewder of the

those boundaries, they have not questioned

Administration, when the success of the
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party, as he stated, was entirely due to my-
self. My reply was that unlers he wonld
accep. the position of Prime  Minister and
form an  Administration, I woul)  have
mothing to do with it, and would not even
become a member of uny government, Un
der these circuinstances he was of comse
compelled to adopt that course, and you ali
know that during the first session of that
legislature 1 brought forward an Equity
Ju'ge Bill.—a bill which chang d- the
constitution of our courts by providing an
Equity Judge. That measure, like our
Representation measwme, was denounced by
our opponents as personal legislation, and
was regarded as an improper act. It was
#aid that no matter of how high a standing
and character any gen Jeman might be no
legislation shou'd be adopted for the pur, ose
of giving him a judical position I endeav-
ored to sustain that weasuie in the best way
I conld, and it is no little source of pride
and gratitication for me to  know thar
although the constitu ion and re-organiza~
tion of the courts and the administration of
ustice rests  with he Local Legi--
‘ut\ll‘t', and ahhough our opponenis
have been in office and have had uncon
trolled power in office for many years since,
that Eqmity Lill stands to-day. And not
only has it remained as a feature of the con-
stitution of our courts in this country but it
bas been copied in the Province of New

Jrunswick. With the confidence ot
men  of  all classes and all  partiex
Judge Johnstone took that elevated

position,  and down to the time when
his taihing  health appeared to render it
necessary for bim to recire, no man of any
consiieration in the polities of this country
felt that other than the best service had bean
performed o the conntry, when he was elev

8t that h|gh and dmtmgmshpd position.
(Cheeru

Tue next question that seemed to
dimand at the hands of the government to
be jromp ly and vigorously dealt, w th was
the question of education, The condition oi
educarion in this Province was not such a-
to be looked upon with pride and satisfaction
by uny lover of his coantry., We looked
sbroad at Canada, then united Caunada,
where my hon, and distinguished friend, Sir
A.T. Galt has played so impoisant a part,
and we found that our educational system
was one that was utterly inferior, and that if
the Province of Nova Scotia was to hold its
{)lucu in the intellectual race and maintain
ts proper position asa portion of British
North America, 1t was absolutely necessary
to reform the legislation in reference to the
guestion of education. I brought forward on
that occasion as you all know a measure
which I was told by my friends—and my foes
did not disagree toit, would provemy political
death knell, And ulthuuah many regarded
the movement with favor, still it was felt that
to aoopt a free school system in this
eountry, and to support the schools by direct
tuxatiom in a country where direct taxation
bad been hitherto unknown, would be the
death knell uf any administration that con
sented to such a course. I was not dismayed.
I frankly confess to you that when I bmught
forward that measure and submitted it to the
Legislature, I had no doubt whatever that at
the first opportunity thatthe peopleobtained,

I, and the administrati n of which I formed
a part, would be dismissed from power, But
I believed that the measure subniitted was
worth more than the adwinistration,— was
worth mome than the Conservative purty 1n
th s zouctry, and that the tme woal ! come,
und ‘hat at no distunt day, when, however
unpopular at the ontset, it would by accepted
ug one of the greatest measures to advance
the prosperity and progress of this Province
that had ever been submitted o the Legisia
tare, and T 1eft the result to the sober re~
flection OF the country upon this weasure
which T tound it my duty to bring forward.
That Act was placed upon the statute bk,
and T am proud to know that never was
measure placed upon the statute book, im-
proved as it was in the subscquent session,
thut  gave greater sati faction to  the
overwhelhining mass of the peoole of this
country  Never was o measure  passed
by any Legislature that recqived higher
eucomium- than th it educational measure
upon which we stuked onr existence and
whi¢ we carried, (Cheers,)

Then came the great question of Con-
federation. I bad concerted a measure for
the union of the Maritime Provinces. 1 had
felt at the outset how importaut it was
that the provinces of which British North
\m rica was composed, should form a
wited whol . T was invited in 1860, when
n Opposition,to lecturebefore the M. chanics’
In titute in St, Jobn, and I chose for my
subject the political condition of British
North  America. On that occasion ¥
vointed out what apprared to me the glaving
defects  which existed in our position
«n T proposed for these provinees a Kederal
Union such a8 now exists, I pointed this
out as being the only feasivle and practi:
catle plan of removing these defects and
difficulties and placing the government of
this country upon a proper foundation I
did not believe then th t the time had
come when it was possible to adopt such a
measure. I believed that there were ditfi
culties lying in the way that would render
such a Confederation impossible for some
time to come, but L believed that one of +he
best steps towards it would be the union of
the Maritime Provinces; and 1 concerted
with the governments of Piince Kiward
Island and New Brunswick the passage of
a joint  resolution for a conference
at Charlottetown in  relatwon  to that
question,  Well, the politics of Canada,
as my hoo. friend Sir A. T, Galt well knows
—and no person is better acquainted with
the matter, for he was a prime mover
in  1858--presented very great and serious
difficultier, and Sir J. A. Macdi ~ald brought
forward and propounded in that Parliament
the project «f a cor federate union ot all these
Provinces.to have all ths ditferentProvincesot
British North America united together.
Taking advantage of the conference which
we had called at Churlottetown, these gen-
tlemen railed down upon us, and one fine
lnulnmg’ th(‘v came in upon our conference
and asked us if we wonld allow them to pre-
g>nt a broader scheme than that which
engaged our attention. I need not tell you
that when a géntleman of the great abilit
and p'ausibility of my hon. friend Sir A. '{.
Galt has an opportunity to state a care, he
states 1t in such a manner as to make it exe
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on the one hand, and had provision madaforite
extension to the waters of the Bay of Fundy

tremely attractive, and when we had heard
Sir John A. Macdonald, the late Hon,
Grorge Brown, Sir Gaorge Cartier, and Sir
A.T. Galt, we cams to the conclusion that
it was our duty, as pu“lic men, to give the
fullest and fairest con<ideration to the great
qu-stion, not werely of the union of the
Maritime Piovinces, but of a united British
North America. Then we adjourned the
conference and camo away, and | think it
was in this room that I had tha honor to
receive these gentlemen as our guests,
It was in this rom that the
Hon. Gewge Brown made that able
and exhaustive speech, which is not forgotten
to this day, in favor of a confederate union
of the Provinces. It wasin this roomn that
my hon. friend Sir A, T, Galt deaiing with
the great financial qnestions connected with
that great rmeasure attracted and riveted the
attention of all hearers, and led us one and ull
t believe that the time had come and was
propitious to giving the fairest and fu'lest
consideration to that measure. Youare as
familiar with the various steps in the pro-
gress of that question as [ am myself You
know that we went to Quebec and after some
three or four weeks of careful deliberation

propounded a scheme for the union of Brit,

1sh North America which substantially is

the constit2tion of the ountry to day. It is

true it received some modification at a subse
%nnnt; period at a eonference at Westminister

alace Hotel in London, but the constitution
of the country to-day is substantially that

which, after three or four weeks of deliber
ation, the public men of the various provinces
of this country devised at the then seat of

the government ot Canada, in the old his-

toric city of Quebee, T need not weary you
or detain you to-night by referring to the long
and arduous struggle we had with that
measure,—the hostihity with which it was

me-t, and the difficulties I encouctered on
coming bk here, and the impossi-
bility of carrying  the measure
either in  the Province of New
Brunswick or Nova Scotia. But I may say
this that such were the inherent merits ¢f the
scheme that the longer the cool,dispassionate,
solid men of the country looked atit,the bet-
ter they were preparcd to entertain it, and at
no distant period, in 1866, the measure was
carried by a two-thirds vote of tife House of
Assernbly and a two-thirds vote of the Legis-
lative’Council, after the conference in London
matured and agreed upon a scheme. I will

not detain you by reforring to the fact that

we wera not unmindful of the material pro-
gress of the province in the m.eantime. In

the fi st speech which I ever made on the

floor of the House of Asssmbly I committed

myself, and so far as I was able the party
with which I was conoected, to the
olicy propo nded by the late Mr.

lowe of carrying out the construction of the
railways of this Province as governwent
works, aud on every oceasion, whther a8 a
delegate in Kngland or in the Legisla ure of
this country, I advocated the pushing of that
work to a conclusion. When the Govern-
ment, of which [ was a member, was called to
power, I think there wers nine mile- of rail-
way in operation in NovaScotia, from here to
Bedford. Bédfore I resigned the position of
leader of the Government in 1867 I had car-
ried the railroad to the Gulf of St. Lawrence

at Annapolis on the other. [Under the Con-
federation arrangement we had further pro-
vided for the extens:on of th line to the ad-
joining Province of New Brunswick comnect-
ing uswith the rest of Canada and the United
States of America. As 1 stated before, we
addressed ourselves vigorously and auwphati
cally tothat which [ believe was absolutely
demanded in the best interests of this conne
try. It has been said at tin.es vhat T made a
mistake in not obtaining the servic 8 of thas
great and eloquent man,—the most eloqueng
Nova Scotian that ever ad rned .ur Prov-
incey—the late Joseph Howe. (Cheers.) I
am able to relieve myself of criticism upon
that point by scating that he was the
first man whose assistance I sought,
Although he had been defeated, and was nok
then in the Legislature of his country,
recognizeG nim as a great leader, a man of
great ability, whatever puaitinn.hn might
oceupy, and as such 1 invited him frankly
to come in with us and join hands, as had
been done by the statesmen of the older
Provine of Canada, in relation to that great
measure. Unfortunately, I belisve for Nova
Scotia, Mr. Howe did not concur in the
scheme we had propounded and the views
we had adopted, aud, as you know. when he
differed he differad with his whole might,
And he became the great leader of the pieat
and powerful party—too great and powertul
for us to cops with for a good while—in the
Province of Nova Scotia I had the good
fortune, however, to secure the able und
ready co-operation of my triend and old poli-
tical oppouent, the leader of the Opporiti 0
in the Province of Nova Scotia, the presenk
Lieutenant-Governor, Hon. Mr. Archibald,
(Cheers.) From the hour that he joined
hands with me, and came to the cong asiony
in common with myself, that tle ¢nnmon
interest of the country demanded that we
thould unite in endeavoring to promote the
welfare of the country—!rom that hnnr.he_
was my steady, unwavering, uncomproinisiog
supporter. I am glad to be able to bear
testtmony, not only to the ability and
zoal with which he labored in conjunction
with the late Judge McCully, but I am
happy also to bear ev dence to the fact that in
the high positi n of the Governorship of this
country,—a position that he now fills a .d’has
filled with great acceptance, he has dixcharged
with most signal ability and fairness the
duties 0 a constitutional Governor. (Cheees )
As I said bafore we met with a chrek in the
measure of confederation, but werd at last
enakled by the changed opinion of the mems
bers of the House to carr the measure, an
I am glad to be able to stand here and feel
that notwithstanding all the opposition that
was encountered, the time came when even
Mr. Howe felt that it was his duty as &

statesman and patriot to change the attitude
which he had as umed, and take hold of &
measure to assist in working out the constis
uti m in the interests of our common country.
It has been said that the seductive powers
which I exercised were too much for that
eminent man, and that on the occasion of my
visit to London he was indnced to desert v
arty to which he had commisted himself.
Eave no hesitation in saying to you In
candor that a more unfounded statement was

—— o s s
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never made, The Hon. Sir A T. Galt de~
dined to go to England on the ground that
the antsgzonisn.  between My, Howe und
myrelt would  te fatal to the
accomplishmert of any good. The Le.is-
lature of Nova Scotia had # nt a delegation
with Mr. Howe at its head for the purpose
af endeavoring to break up the Union, 1
necd not remind you that when | went  over
in 1866 Mr. Howe addressed a pamphlet of
such signal ability toevery mewmter of the
House of Commons snd the House of Lords
a8 to excite great alarm on the part of the
friends of Confederation, Lora Carnarvon
sent for me and told me of the great iuipre s
gion produced by the pamphlet and asked me
to address myrelf ut once to giving ir aa
apswer. | did 8o tothe best of my ability,
and I am happy to say that it relieved a good
deal of the anxiety that had been felt in con-
sequence f Mr. Howe’s publication. When
in 1868 he was sent back to London to get a
royal coruissi n to inguire into the work-
ing of Confederation wiih a view to break-
ing up tte Union if he could, I was ele-
gated by tho government of Canadato go
there for the purpose of giving informaticn
to the Imperial Government, and in so fur as
oss ble to prevent any damage being in

Elcted upon the interests of the Union by
Mr. Howe, The fir-t thing 1 did on my
arrival was to leave my card for the Hon.
J: seph Howe, The next morning he walked
into my parlor at the Westminster Palace
:Hotel and greeted me with the remark that
be could not say h was glad to see
me, but said he ‘‘you are here, and
1 suppoee we must make the bestof it.” We
gat down and discussed the question as it
was worthy of being discussed by two wen
representing conscientiously what they ue-
lieved to be thke best interects of the
country, but holding diametrically opposite
views of the situation [ cun say that if
every word said between uvs on that, or on
any other occasion, was published in to

morrow morning’s newspapers,you would not
find a word refl-cting upon the honor, chai-
acter, or integrity of the Hon. Juseph Howe
or myself. (Great cheering ) He felt, as
no man could fail to feel, the momentons
importance of the occasion. 1 said to him at
once, ‘“You have come here on a mission
with a view of obstructing Confederation,
and T know too well that you will do all that
man can do to accomplish the object for
which you are sent here. But I said you
will be defeated. Anoverwhelining majority
of the Commons, and a still larger majority
af the Lords, will regative your proposal,
You will be defeated, and nothing will be ac

complished by your mission. The time will
;come when vou will have to tace the ques-
tion what policy you are going to pur~ue that
~i8 not going to be fatal to the Province of
Nova Scotia in which you feel so strong an
interest. Andwhen that tine comes you will
find that the conviction will force itself upon
you that the only thing you can do, entrusted
with the confidence of the peorle of Nova
Scotia as yeu have been, will be to devote
your great talents in assisting to wok out a
scheme that will exi~t in spite of you, and to
work it out in a way that will be most bene-
ficial to Nova Scotia,—or if you prefer to say
it,—in a way that will be least injurious to
the people of your country. When

that tiune comes, as come 1t will,
and wh:n you give your great talents
to assist the governmert of this country
representing as you do a great m jority of
the people of Nova Scotiajfor ycuwiliemem
ber that after a hard and bitter struggls T
ruccerded in getting back to Parlinment

| aithout  one supporter on the right or

lett, ant a united phalanx supporting Mr,
Howe—under these circumstunces said
with the evtreme resp msibility which the
comfidence of the country has thiust upon
you, every hour’s reflection will force you
t1 the conclusion that there is no canse
open to y u tut to come forward wi b the
weight  of  power and influnce ot the
united  representation of ihe Proviice of
Nova  Seotin, to assist in womking out
these institutions in such a way as to make
the best of them.” 1 knew the man; I
knew his patriotic sentiments, I k' ew
bim tco well not to know that vhen the
time came when it was clear that his hos-
tihty would do nothirg lut injure his
country, he would sacrifice himselt, if need
b, rather than do anything o prejudice
the interests of the Province, (Cheere.) A
paper that ought to be a very high authors
ity has recently declared that I am a
very mercenary politician; that | am
carried  away by sn insane ambition
to secure position tor myself, and worst. of all
money for mys If.  Ido not think vy pst
history warrants that statenent, Whenl
first ent red public life I sacriticed as inde-
pendent a position a8 any man in Nova Scotia
could desire to hold. I had a profession of
which I was proud, and a large and lucrative
practice. 1 had every comfort thav iy
imterests and those of my fami'y required,
but L did not hesitate when I felt it was for
the good o my country to forego all that and
to commit myelf as | have already said, to
the uncertrin sea of politics,  Again, when
Confederation was cartied, as you all know,
Il had an official and professional ineome
greater then 1he amount then enjoyed by the
Premier of Cinada., So far as wmercenary
considerations were concerned, [ wonld have
looked to my own interests by refusing to
enter pub'ic life.  'When the first Adminis
tra ion of Canada was formed by Sir John A.
Macdomald, my hon. friend beside me knows
what difficujties had to be encount: red in the
formation of thar Government. These diffi-
culties were solved by wmyself. It was
not a  Conservative  Administration.
Lt was a combination of the two gieat poli-
tical parties, and I said to Sir John Maec-
donald the sorution of your difficuities is for
we to wi hdraw any claim to the porition
you have offi red me, and to ark uy hon.
riend D" Arcy Mc .ee to do the same, »nd
will 'nake room for an Irish Roman Catho-
hic of this Province. Mr. Kenny, now Sir
Edward, took my place, and I do not think
that action stammped me as a very mercenary
or an over ambitious politician, I was only
too proud to be able to solve the difficulty in
that way, and to go back and fight singie:®
handed for my county, content if T could
obtain an honorable position as a representa-
ti e of my county in the Parllament of
United Canada, there to assist these gentle-
men in working out the constitution and car
rying forward the great measures devised in
the iaterests of the country.
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Well gentlemen, when Mr. Archibald was that Chruncil Board, that although we had
defeated who was then Secretary of State, | differed strongly in former years, no two men
and Mr. Kenny was lett withoue a colleagne, | ever acted with more hearty, corvdial, and

my hon. friend Sir Alexander knows that 1 |
was in a position being the leader of a party, |
a very consolidated party at that time, 4
party of one,—that was quite entitled to
become a colleagus of Mr, Kenny at the

Council Board.  But [ believed there was a
greater snd wmore i portant service that 1|
cou'd render to the Union, and [ asked Sir |
John A, M .cdonald to retain the vacancy |
thus made by the re-ignation «f Mr. Archi

bald as Sec etary of State until the men
whom Nuva Seotia had elected and given her
confideuce to, should select a man to fill the |
osition, ! told Mr. Howe that when the |
hour should c¢ome in which he would  feel |
compelled as 1 felt assured the hour would |
come in  which he wonld feel com |
pelled to give his services to the aswist-
ance of the government, he would
find me justax d-voted a supporter as he had
tound me a vigorous opponent, I said |

would be content to remain in private life
for ever if the result would be to obtain prace
and satisfaction in our country and to unite
all parties in working out this great question
of the confederation of Canada, Ax you
know, the time did come when Mr., Howe
acer pted the position of President of t e
Council, and came to the county
of Hants for reelection, and there 1s
nothing in  my publec life of which
I feel prouder in looking back over a long
retrospect of twenty eight years than wheun
nine hundred of the stalwart Couservative
yeomanry af hat county who had spent
their lives in opposing Joseph Howe went
up tu poll their votes in his support as
President of the Council. (Cheers.) And
I may say more,—because you see that T
am in a conununicative mood to-night and
disposed to let you int . the secrets of the
past. I went to see Mr. Howe the day
before the election, when he was shattered
by severe illness an! dismayed by the hos-

friendly co-operation in everything designed
to promote the welfare and prosperity of the
country than Mre, Howe and myvself,  When
a vacancy afterwards onccurred in the office
of Lieutenant Governor Mr. Howe wus feehle
and broken in health, 1 had an impression
that he had leng looked upon the laghest ob-
jret of hi-ambition as being the laeutenant
(Governor of this  Provinee.  When  Sir
John atked me what was to be done in respect
to this office, I said **I am ¢oing te a~k you
to tender that office to the Hon. Joseph Howe,
[ am in hopes that the air of his native Prove
inea will restore his health which is a good
deal sha tered, as you know, and [ belivve it
will be gratifying to himself.” My colleagnes
were only too happy to adopt the suggestion,
and no one lamented more deep v than T .did
the brief tenure that he enjoyed of that eles
vated and dignitied position Up m the death
of Mr. Howe the office wastendered to Judge
Johnstonewho hat  then retired from the
Bench, and was in the scuth of Englad
for his health, we would then have had in
this country the remarkable oceurrence
of having two Lieutenant Governors in
~uccession who had been for twenty years
in the bitterest possible antigonisi; and I
claim that as one ot the results of the wimon of
the provinces. It is with no smail measure
of pride and gratiflcation that 1 refer to the
past, that ha' ing gone forward in relation 1o
these grest questions with all the vigor and
alility that God has given me, taithfully
fear'ersly and energetically, carrying oub
what I believed the best interests of 1he
country demanded, it is with no litt'e pride
and gratificti n that I efer 1o the fact
that almost every man who occupi d a
prominent position in the great Liberal
party of Nova Scotin in this provinee
almost every man has become my p litica
ard personal friend. The hon Wiliua
Annand now, now ir Lonaon, is; T thk,

tility of very many old friends. I found
him very much broken and apprehensive
of theresul'. I said, **Mr. Howe, you are
mistakzen, you are not going to be aefeated;
you are going to be elected. But I tell
you this: Suppose you should be defeated
don't do anything rash. Do not resign

have arranged with my old colleague, Mr.
MacFarlane, that if you are defeatedin the
county of Hants I will resign my seat the
next day and you shall be return-
ed for Cumberland by acclamation,
(Cheers ) He said, ““of course that is im-
possible, I could not do that.” I said,
“you can, because I will tell you what 1
will do. Mr. Pineo is an much alone in
the ILosal House as I am in the
House of Commons of Canada. He
will resign and I will go back into the
Local House, and see if I cannot straighten
matters out there a little.” (Cheers.) I
think you will agree with me that Mr.
Howe could have had no more faithful
supporter than I was on that occasion.
The time came eventually when the
appointment of Sir Edward Kenny as Ad-
ministrator of the government, made a va-
cancy again in the cabinet, and I was in-
vited to become the c)lleague of Joseph
Howe. And I will say this, having sat at

the solitary exception, and I beleve
1hat a very friendly feeling exi-ts beiween
us at the present moment. As 1 have said,
. with reference to the others. the time came
| when every mun of mark, every leading man
i of the Liberal party was in perfect accord
of opinicn with myself. It is no small source
of pleasure, and it is one of t:e evideuces of
the effect of what Confederation hus done
for this country in elevating us ont of that
small groove, that narrow and bitter anti. o-
nism which formerly prevailed. I spoke a
moment ago of the Conservative party and
of my having been the leader of the
Conservative party, I was mistaken. From
that hour when the public men of this couns
try joined hands on that great questiom
and wre found uvpon the same
sidle, it became the great Liheral
Conservative party, and it s the Liberal-
Conservative party to-day, because, while
Conservative 'n the highest and best sense of
the «ord, and especially in that most im-
portant of all senses, of maintalning in an
undeviating and unflinching manver the
connection between thes» Provinces aud the
B itish Crown, (Cheers.) there i3 no
me-asure of reform, nothing tor the extension
of popular control no measure to give fcope
amr field to the various populations now flows
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ing in o the country, no measure that th
best intrestm of the masses demand at th
hand« of ‘he government, that this Liberal

Comsorvative party have not grappled with
to a successful is-ue. So com-
pletely have they carried out every practic-

and carried

able reforny, that my hon. friend Mr. Blake
after having gone into Mr. Mackenzie's gov

ermment, retird, because he did not propose
to belong to a reform government that could
(Cheers and laugh-
[t was not. Mr. Mack: nzie's fault; it
The reforms hat all

find nothing to reform.
ter.)
wax his wisfortune.
teen made, He would have been only o
barpy to find some reform to deal with

Mr Blake atterwards went baick into the
governm: nt, tut down to this time he has

never succerded in discovering any practical

ana practicable reform that he cou'd invite

Parliament to deal with and canry to a  sue
cexrful conclusion. T may theretore claim
that the Liberal-Conservative party emx
bocies  not only the rank snd file of the
Conservative party, but the best, and most
Independent and intelligent men from the
rav k< of wnr opponents, spread w dely over
this country.
You me aware that I held the position for
gome tim~> of Minister of Inland Revenue. 1
wax first Presidentof theCoancil then Minister
of Inland Revenue, T left my mark there.
8ome of yon T dare say have heard of a
weights and measnres law which was not a
very popular measure I had the honor of
taking that down and getting parliament to
place it on the statute book, and I have the
proud sati-faction to knew that there never
was 4 measure placed on the statute book that
was more imperatively demanded in the in
terests of the masses of the country than that
measure fir the regulation of weights and
measures. It has resulted in the poor man
all over thiscourtry obtaining justice in the
transactions ‘between man and man tha!
could have besn attained by noother mea ure,
and alihough it encountered no little unpop-
ularity when first enacted, tha more car-fully
and wisely it is considered the more useful
and valuable 1t is felt to be, and although
after it was placed on the statute book our
opponents lovked at it and criticized it a good
deal they never yentured to take it off
the statute book. I was then Miuni-ter of
Customs as you are aware and I have rhe
gratitic tion of knowing that while Minister
of Gnstoms, T submitted to parliament and
had placed upon the statute book a Maine
liw covering a wider range of country than
any law of the kind that ever was enacted
before or perhaps ever will be again so long
&: grass grows and water runs. I ap~
pliel a prohibitory liquor law to the
whole North«West Territories, and so suc
cesxful was that measure that when it was
decided to take a section of the North West
Territories in o tha Province of Manitoba to
which the prohibitory liquor law did not ap-
ply, the people ohjected unless a provision
was incorporated for maintaining that law.
Tigive you that as an evidence of the popu-
larity of the measure,
Then, as you

know, one fine
afternonn

in 73 we came tognef. Ido

|

10

e | were perfectly unexceptionable I will not
¢ [ stop to disen-s.  But our object was, havmg
acquired the North-Wes 'Territo 1es an
British Columbia, and having united the
whole of British  America, to wake it a real
and vractical union as well as a union on
, | paper. The only way was by the constine:
- | vion of the most gigantic werk that ever
four miliions of people undertook. 1 am rufe
in saying that. We did undertake it and it
proved a little too much for us. It was
something like a vessel that was sailing up
Boston Bay cn one occasion. 1t wasseen to be
v | yawing about and flying in the wind, and
the captain of a steamer that was passing
rhought there must be a mutiny on board.
He bore down and bailed her with a speak-
g trutnpet when the usual saln ation pasred.
Snip uhoy, where are you bound? who ownas
you. When thy question cam: who com
mands you? The ecaptain replied: **Well

I undertuok her, but, by jove, she is too
mwuch for me.” (Laughter.) We ..nderum}(
to construct the Pacitic Railway, but i:

proved a little too mueh for us, and we
tell in the undertaking Toe country was
greatly excited and our opponents came
mto  power with one of the most over
whelming majorities ever witnessed in thls
country. On that occasion a great many
people who jump at conclusions camse to
the conclusion that Sir John A. Mac-
donald had fallen, never to -:e again. 1
m.y eay that was a sentiment. of which he
himself largely partook. He stated to me
his belief that it was absolutely necessary in
the interests of the great Liberal-Uo ser-
vative party that it should be recwnstl‘uc'e(.l,
under a new leader. Now the “Giobe
says [ am a wildly ambitious man and a
mercenary politician, I was not xo wild'y
ambitions as to further, as I might naturally
have been e¢xpected to do, the determinas
tion of Sir John A. Macdonald to retire.
But he had operated upon me very much
as old Juige Johuston hud done, He
had magnetized me, and made me feel that
there was a stronger than political,—a per-
sonal interest in the man, and that per-
sonal magnetism was the great power that
interested and controlled me. 1 told mm
that if he refused to be the lesnder of the
Liberal-Conservative party, I would refuse
to have anything to do with it, and would
aband m the whole thing. Having taken
that stand on that occasion, and Sir John
having most reluctantly consented to
remain at the head of the party, I went. to
work, and I dare say you know through the
columns of the press that I was not pars
ticulsrly iale, I went back to my pro~
fession in Ottawa and subsequently in
Toronto, but while attending to wy profes-
sion as well as I could, I found oppertunity
to go hither and thither on very important
missions dealing with cons ituencies. North
Renfrew was opened, and Mr._ Mackenzie was
to have meetings. The penple telegraphed to
me to ask 1if I would meet him. Afera
three days duel, and a very pleasant duel,
although the blows were struck fiom the

shoulder as I dre say you know I am accus-
tomed to strike, our man was returned,—

not intend to detain you very loug with that ' Peter White. The consti uency of Toronto
suhject because it is not a pleasingone by any | which had been carried by a majority of five

means

We fell in & good cause, whether | hundred by Judge Moss, was, on his elevation

the means adopted to work out that cause tothe Bench, thrown open, and I wa~ invited
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to go there and although T had not the
learure to meet. my oppounent, because Mr,
luke ¢id nos rexpond  to the iuvitation to
di: cuss it ters tace to face on a plationm in
Toronto, the resut was that Mr, Robinson
was (lected by a large majority. 1 was
avay cown at Harvard Col ege; whero my
son wh i s at this table to-mght bad et
with an accident and had aleg roken, |
went down to bring him home when a tele-
graum came that my presence was called for to
meet members of the Adwministration who
were ¢cinvas-ing  South Ontario  against the
Hon. Mre. Gibhs. T eot my patient shipped
as-carefully as I could on bourd a steamer |
and tock my back tracks, and at the end of |
the battle we were victorio s, I paid a httle
visit to Digby. as [ dare say you all know, on
& ~omey hat ~imilar occasion, and we a'so got
asnpporter there, 1 believe I also paid a
vi-it. to the ¢icy  of Halitax, and al-
though we did  not succeed 1 oust.
ing Mr., Jones trom the seat, I believe
vwe 1ovad i najority frem o sbout oa
thevsand 10 scme two hundred, and it was a
moral victory al hongh not an actual one,
and it gave the key-note to enable us to go
to the praple  a few months afterwards and
arry two-thi ds of the constituencies of
Nova Seotian - We spent our time very
agreeabiy during those years ot oppos tion.
Many yeopie thnnk it1s a dreadful thing to
b inthe c¢ild shades of op, osition, but I
never e joyed any period more than the
four your~ | spent in Opposition in Nova
Sceo ta and the five years in Ottawa.  There
is more w bow reom in opposition, maore s¢ope
for actiom than you have under the restraints
of wn administration  Sir Francis Hincks
had rvetirea from pablie lifs and Sir Leonard
Titley had tuken the governorship of New
Brunsaick, and on my imperfect head
devolved the very difficult task of dealing
with the financid questions in  parliament,
and us L had to assume those duties under
th: esime of Sir Richard Cartwright
ar [Pinwnce Minister, you will appreciate the
ditficnliies of the position. (Lougiter) 1
dit the best T ¢ uld and we endeavoured to
give ax gooll an account of ourselves ax
pissible.  Another great qnestion with
which  we had to deal in opposition was the
uw-stion of the Canadian Pacific Railway.

t devolved onme to discharge the dutiesx of
eritic upon this qaestion under Mr. Mac
kenzie s reg nie, «nd although I am proud to
say that whenever he did anything that was
entitled ro snppirt [ gave him my hearty
assistiree, it did not often occuritis tr e
but whenever his proposals were such as to
commend themselves to my judgment' 1
gave hun the best support in my power.
In dealing with the financial position, we
prop unded a schewe, and pledged ourselves
that if we w re returned to power we would
muke a radical change in the fi<cal polity of
the coantry, snd T believe our opponents
ad vin than we kept yar word, We carried out
out prom =ex to the letter, perha s a little
more, We ¢ une back, as you know, by the rat
of an ovi~whelming majority of the electors of
Canada rom end to end. A complete revo-
lution bad taken place in the public senti-
ment, an‘ we than addressed ourselves, as
best we eould, to this great question, T will
not discuss th .t question to-night. You know

cr south in the city t -day without seeing the

| monuments, in the growing and 1ising induss

tiies of the city, which prove the wisdomn of
the National Policy. T think I am sale in
saying that no country ever prospered in so
great and marvellous adegree as vnis ¢ uutry
has under the poliey to which I alude, I
was entrusted with the impor ant oftice of
Minister of Pohlic Works, and introouced a
change in the management of the Inveicolo

nial Railway, vpon which I do not
intend to say much, as you are
all familiar with what occurred. When
onur government came into power in 1878 you
know that the vear’s deficit on the Inuercol«

onial amounted to abou three guarters of a
million and taat the average defic't between
expenditure and rovenue ou the Intercolomal
alrway was something like half a milhon per
annum. L am proud to be able 1o xay that
notwithstanding that the trade and business
or that road hove expanded beyond the ex-
pectations of the moss sanguine triend of the
Intercolonial railway, we have besn enabled
to balance the acc unt and to show a balance
last year of some nine thousand dellars on the
right side of tha ledger instead of half a mil-
lion on the wrong sid:, and [ bave no
hesitation in saying that at the close ot this
fiscal year we will find that we have main-
tained, if we have not bette ed vur position,
although the tratfic has increased to the ex.
tent of no less during the past year than
$400,000. This road has aceomplished more
tor t e country than any person ever con
ceived it could acecmplizh and it has accomp-
lished it without anything being chargeable
for the operation of the road. I have no
hesitation in saying  that just
as I maintained when I first
entered public hfe that it was perfectly
safe for the province to construct ro.ds
although they did not pay a cent over won k-
ing expenses, because the trad and business
of the country would axpand and give you
more revenue than you would be charged for
the int: rest on the cost, *o in relation to the
Intercolonial Railway, although it does not
pav the country directly, no person can
estimate the importance to this country of
drawing together its variius industries exs
of panding and developing the buxiness of the
country as has been done through the agency
the Intereolonial Railway, and, as I have said
hefore, without any charge fur the operation
of the road.

In relation t « the Canadian P cific Rail-
way we reverted to our original policy.
That was that the road should be constructed
by a company, aided by a grant of land and
money, We felt however that the whole
project had become so ccmpletely dis-
credited during the five years regi e of
our opponents that it was ab-olutely
useless Lo ask any company or individual
to invest a dollar in such a work,—that
the first tting to do must be to proceed
with it as a government work, to grapple
with the most difficult and importan sections
of the line, and show that we iotended to
have it complet:d from end t end and
steadily carried cut as a Canadian railway.
The result was that although our opponeuts
were very incredulous eontendin: that a
hundred million acres of land would do
nothing, although they were utterly ins

the resnit, You cannot look east, west, north

eredulous, we went: steadily forward until
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tha most eminent capitalists of our own ©Ofgn of agre=; political party is treated

country, as well as other countries, were With this overwhelmning unutterable c¢m-
convinead that it was not only practicabls, | tempt from one end of this coun'ry to the

bu that with the great North-West to bs |other? [ will tell you why. In is

because

devaloped, it was a perfectly safe and | they have systematically outraged the com-

sound undsrtaking; and having placed th
work ian thas position we were enabled

at | 120 sense and intelligence ot this ¢ untry
to | ntil they are powerless to injurs anvbody.

arranze for the constructio  of that roal|Isay with deep regret that a s.ronger iilustra-

upon terms that [ have no hssitation

in | tion ¢ uld not and cannot oceur to prove that

saving, although everything 1s changed now, | it i+ imoossible for anything to be mors in-
although the progress that has been | Jurious to a political party than for the tine
made has given en rmous additional value | t» coms when the utterancas of its leaders
to  the lands, there is no fair-minded |and its8 press are treawd with disuslief
man, —no wan who is not blinded with pard and contempt, I say, sir, that the very

zan~hip that does not know that one of the | foundation of onr systew is

a wise and

gre west and best things ever ac omplished in | Watchrul, and vigorous opposi ion, and I <y
the interests of lanadawas the contract for tne | that it is only by the oppor tion pursuing that
construcsion of the Canadian Pacific Railway- | course that they are entitled to 1he respect or
{Churrs. No project ever took a more com- |confidence of any person.  Why is it that

plete hola upon  he public mmd and senti | neither Edward Blake nor Alexander

Magc-

ment than that gigantic work upon the basis kenzie, nor any min i the rw-ks'l)‘hiud
upon which it is nov placed. By that work "h"l": his been found to f'"d"l}w during the
the position of Ca ‘ada has been changed to 1 st tive vears one of those lying slanders of
an extent of which it would have been im- | _he ‘‘Globe?’ Because they know too well,
possible for any persn to have dream=d four E ward Blake knows too weil, and Mr.
or hve yews ago. The position that the Mackenzie knows too  well that it would be
country his ob'ained, the staniing abroad | atal to their position «s leadrs of a great
that it has secured, thauks to the able and | party, were they for a women' to connnic
eloguont manner in which oar government "h'“"l_*"l"t‘s to statements they vere unahiv to
has bsen represented by my hen. triend Sir | ~ustain ; that the moment they gave a
Alexnder (alt, the position that e oceupy | *hadow of countenancz to statements that
in the ind of the Limp-~rial Government, and they knew to be without foundati m in wonld

in relation to the pressof the Mother Country, 0nlv  bring down eontempt  upon

their

and in the estimation of (he mst intall.gent 'hemis when they should have tie strong-
prople of that cou .try is just as diff rent  €st and mo<t  pertect case to  pre-
to-day as could possibly be conceived |sent. Therefore they are too wise, even
from the porition in which we stood a few |if they were not also to . high-minded, inde-

years ago,

pendent and honorable, as [ believe them to

Now [ do not intend to detain you t't‘,' to lend the Weight of their names to “ny

at any Jengih in relation to the contro-|©f the miserable slanders that have

b en

versies that have arisen in connection | invented and circulated by certain sections
with the Canadian Puacitic Railway. But|of their party press. Now, what are the
Ij may say this that as this is the first | facts in reference to the so-called section B.

tims thar a  Minister of the Crow
has had ths opportunity of addressing

large representative a sembly like this, I ca
hardly sic down without a passing referenc

a | scandal? When we came into phwer we
a | found that a bundred and eizhty-five miles of
n | the Thunier Bay section of the Canadian
o | Pacific Railway were not under contract.

t0 a new scandal known as the section B| Mr. Mackenzie had placed a hundred and
scandal, [c would perhaps bs more appro- twelve miles *"“9”"’"] Red River, and a hun-

mate 1t [ wers to call it the new slander. | dred and twelve miles west from Thunder
&-nhing perhaps has occurred in this country Bay, under contract, Ml_d there w s w gap of
that  has dewonstrated more fully and | # hundred ana eighty-five miles of ditlicalt
completely the folly of any portion of the | #nd impassable country lying between, and
public press of the country outraging pubiic the whole money expended on the two
opinion than the reception with which this portions 'under contract and in course Qf
slander has been wmet. Why is it that | ¢onstruction was uttecly useless until this
broadeiwst over this intellizent countoy, a | Bap was 'ﬁlled up and comp'e ed. That was
country filled with a hody of as iutelligent the po-ition, Mr. Mack nzie had had sorf
m n as are to be found 1 any portiosn of the | VEYOrs for a consuderable length  of

civiliz:d world, a countyy where there is as | tine on these 185 miles.

Now, what was

hizh-toned a ~entiment of public morality as | the first thing we did? Wa put under
is to he found in any commuanicy in the civi- | contract _thqne 185 miles that were absolute.
liz+d world, why 1s that cha ges made in this | 1y essential in order to make this expendiiure
specific mumer with all these details have | worth anything at all.  There were no

simply amuse i ths p ople? Why is 1t that

inhabitants from one end of the line to

there is little criticism and a0 excitement? If | the o her, —nothing but a fe  indians
these charges were true, if any one of you to be found, and the only way to reach

entlemen relievel that this slander pub-

the fertile shores of Red River, and

ished in the columnas of the Toronto *Globe” | €onnecy 1y with th? great North-West
newspaper had a scintilla of truth vou | throuzh Canadian territory was by the con-
would not be here to-might to do me honor,— | struc ion of this gap which we, therefore,
no man of you would be here. I respect you | € mxidred to be of the most vital importance

too much to believe that a single m «n would

to the progress of the ¢ untry. Tenders for

be sitting here doing honor to a Minister of | the construction of the road cime in and
he Grown in Canada if you believed there | What did Ido with them? Did 1 touch thse
was the slizh est shad \w of truth in this vile ' tenders? No I passed them intothe hands of
slander. (Cheers). Why ixit tha thisgreat Mr. Trudeau, my Deputy Minister, &
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man of high character and standing,
and of lib-ral proclivities it is said. All I
can sav is that I have found him a man of
great ability and untarnished honor, upon
whose fildelity and integrity I can rely with
the utmost confidence. I placed them in his
hana<, and in the hands of Sanford Fleming,
who I am happv (o see sitting at this fe tive
boa.:d to-night,(Cherr..)—a gentleman who to-
day—and L say 1t tearlesslyand unhesitatingly
who tosday enjys the unqualified contidence
of the Government of Canada, and is
esteemed a an of the greatest ability and
the wost sterling integrity by every man
whose opinion is worth anything from end
to end «f the Dominion, The tenders were
Eluced in his hands and in the bhands of
is assistant, vlr. Marcus Smith, wi h in=
structions to report., They reported that
Morse & Co were unequal to the work;
that Andrews, Jones & Co., so far as they
cou'd learn, wers entirely unequal to the
work; that the first available tender they
came to was that of Fraser, Grant

Pitblido—the first men that they believed

were able todeal with such a contract at
all. What did I do? Suppose I had taken

their advice? They recommended to the

Government. to pass over Morse & Co , and | at once to enable them to do anything at all
Andrews, Jones & Co., and give the cn-|upon this work. And, sir, there never was,—
tract to Fraser, Grant & Pitblado. Wedid | it would be impos«ible for ary public man or
not tuke their advice. We said it was quite | any Minister of the Crowa ever to tuke
tru: that it was of the highest importance | greater care and pains for the protection of
to push the work with vigor, but, we said, | the public interest than we did. Theyv said
we have ad pted a test of the bona fides of they had associated Manning, McDonald &
tenders and of the ability of those|Cumpany with them. I knew McDonald
who make them. We have said that | was agood contractor, and that Manning was
if they deposit a certain sum of money | a man of wealth, and I was very glad to hear
that shows their bona fides and that if when | that they had entered into this arrancement.

called upon they depo it tive per cent. - f vhe

gro s amount of the contract that shows their | the “Globe” say? It says that Sir Charles
abil ty, Wa had fixed the test and therefore | Tupper, who would 1ot give Andrews, Jones

we disregarded what we knew to be p-rfectly
sound advice and we said to them, putup the
mcney., They cou'd not put up five per cent.
—nor ne per cent. Wesaid to Andrews,
Joues & Co, who declared that they had the
money ready, put p your money and if you
do so within so many days you shall have the
contract. Now why did wo limit *' ;m to a
very short period?  Because I ha - Mr.
Fleming's written statement that to lose a
wesk would probably result in the loss of a
year, that just at that time if we did not
make a contract and let them get in their sup-
plies before the frost came out they could not
atte ptto proceed for vwelve months. We
gave them more titae and at the end of that
time they c¢uld not put up the money. They
had eight days and at the end of eight
days they had not put up the money but
thay got Morse & Co., whose tender had been
passed over,to put up a part of it
But they were unable to put up the money.
Under these circnmstances we cal ed upon
Fraser Grant & Pithlado who within three
days deposited the $200,000. 'l he contract
is now practically finished and cars are
running daily over this track builtin the
face of gigantic difficulties, and yet to this
hour feom that hour I have bren abused
because, as it is alleged, I pas ed over lower
tenders in order to give my friends that
contract., Now thoze contractors were no
more mv friends than they are vours, Mr
Chairman., Fraser, I knew siightly, I

received tha slightest favour in the world
from him although Innderst »d chat he was
a Conservative. Grant, [ did not know by
gight. I had met hun but once. And
Pitblado I only knew as a very violent
political opponent and a man who had d me
all he could a.l his life o keep me out of
Eower. Yet for five long years the *‘Glohe”
as rung the changes upon ‘my friends,”
Fraser, Grant & Pitblado; and you can
understand what sort of a cause it 13 that a
great paper must have when it stoops to the
retailing for five years of that which it knows
to be one of the most lying slanders. Why
do they call thesc men wy triends? For the
purpose of mking it appear that [ assisted
to get this contracr unfairly into their bands,
Yet they repeat this slander notwithstanding
the fauct that Sanford Fleming in his report
stated tnat they were the ony
men d wn to  their tender that
could begin to grapple with that wmk,
They associated with themselves Manning,
McDonala & Co., aad I was very g ad they
did so. This was a contract of tour millions
of dollars, and whi h, in adaition to putting
up two hundred housand dollars,re quired that
they should command a half milhon of money

We gave them the contract. Now what does

& Company a few days more to put up the
money, could give Fraser, Grant & Pitbaldo
three weeks to sizn the contract. Why, sir,
they know perfectly well that Mr Mackenzie
let scores of contracts rem in unsigned
for a much longer ericd, and men went to
work the moment they were told that they
should have the contract, and in many cases
the contract was not signed fir months
afterwsrds, until it had been to a large
extent performed. They kn:w that the only
important thing was to settle the contract,
and capital would be at work at once, and
that the signature had nothing to do with
the matter, except as a mere for , alitv, The
contract was practically made he moment
the deposit was in our bands, and we did not
give them one moment more than Andiews,
Jones & Co. got to put up the money. Yet
for four years the “Globe” has rung the
changes as to corruptio and favoritism in
regard to this matter! I h:ve no hesitation
in saving that, after twenty-eight years of
public Life, in which I have striven with all
the power that God bas given ne to make a
character and r: putation for ny-elf. Iwould
stake my whole character upon the letting of
these two contracts, under an examination by
the most eminent engineers and the ablest
business men that can be fiund, (Great
cheering.) Well, sir, they ray that these
people have been assieted, that the governw
meat have reconped them, that we ohtained
from them large sums of mom y for election

barely knew him by sight. I had never

purposes, Now, 1 ought to know something
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about that; the money all goes through my
hands that they re ewve, and [ know that
they never received a dollar that was nat
ceruified to by Sanford Fleming or Colling-
wood Schreiber, and I believe that those
who know these gentlemen know very vell
that you cannot get very much money
through eithier of them without earning 1t
(Cherrs and laughter). They ne.er received
one single dollar that wa- not received upon
the certificate of the Chief Kugineer that the
mon y was earned uoder the contract, Bat
it 18 said that the engineer was removed,
Well, when [ was in Eugland Jennings was
transferred to British Columbia, that is
qnite true. The contract rs complained of
the engineer and | never had the good for-
tune to get through a coutract yet without
gome grumhling against the engineers. [
believe it is a chronic mood on the part of
the contractore in endeavorin: to advance
their interests to say that the engineers have
dealt unfairlv with +hem, My friend Mr.
Fleming, with the best intentions in the
world, vith the view of accomplishing the
gaving of a large amount of public money,
knowing that these two contracts run over
this 185 wiles through a most difficuit coun
try and believing that it would b 2 poxsible to
improve the surveys and effect & lurge sav-
ing of money, wrote a letter to Jenuingy, the
engimerr of one section, and to  Mr. (Jdddy,
the engineer of another section to say that
he would guarzntes to them that they rhould
recrive a percentage,—1 forget how much, a
smali percentage—upon all the money they
would save by the improvement of the . line
What was the resuli? We tock the position
that by a careful re-location on the grouna
by a ~taff of ergineers a large amo nt of
money could bs saved. This was done, and I
have no hesitation in saying that a thing
that was never heard of before was accou.-
plishe in Canada,—that we completed these
two contracts with a willion and one-half of
dollars in the treasury under the amount at
which the work was contracted! I believe
that the work was greatly stimulated by the
exerti ns made and letters writtten by
Mr. Fleming. He wrote them without my
knowledge; the government did not know
that be bad wri ten them. Hs was himse!f
alone respon~ible, and was prompted by the
deep interest that he took in the work, and it
wa~ only when he severed his connecti n with
the government thag the letters were placed
in my hands, and I¢illed upon the govern-
ment to »ssume the responsibility. The con
tractors then comp ained, and said that the
en ineer was doing them a gross injustice,
and that the reason he did it was that 1.e had
an avsolute d rect monetary interest in the
matter. They #aid, you are veducing the
work that we were entitled to pexrform over a
m llion dollars, and we are not getting fair
play but Mr, Jennings was not transferred
on that account. He was not transferred till
the time came when Mr. Caddy, who was a
high-minded, able and honorable man, was
appointed to take charge of both nectmnn,
the work having been so far advanced that
one engineer could attend to both sections.
Then » question arose with refe ence
to measuremonts, They claimed that
an injustice had resulted from the

ments are correct or not.” He sent two
gentlemen of high standing and characuer,
Mr. Bell and Mr. Donkin for the purpose of
having mo-t conclusive evidence 10 his
pessession as to the actual amount «f work
done by the contractors.  When we ade
these exertions for the purpose ot wetting
the rou open a year or tw~o sooner than we
etherwise could, by changing the character
of the work the contraciors claimed it
was an injustice to them, aud the government
agreed tha when the work was completed it
stiould be left to an independent arbitration
to say what was right between man and man,
Were these facts oncesled in any way ?
Noj; on the floor of Paviiumevt | stated
them. [ told Mr, Blake that tne contractors
had complained of the measurcments; and
we bad agreed t take the work out of the
hands of the contractors for the purpose of
giving the people of Canada the benefiv of
the use of that road this sumwir. When [
tell you of the enormous tide of travel and
traffic that is pouring into the North-West,
and that we could getin wix days trom
Toronto to Winnipeg freight that could
not go around via St, Paul, in six
weeks, you can understand  what it
is for the pople of 1he North West
and for the people of Canada to have that
road open. The only way of bhaving 1t
open this year was the ¢ urse we pu.sied,
That was to settle with the contructors. I' ¢
this reason:  They could not run the road
after the first of July astheir contract ters
minated, and it was impossible withoub
destruction of life and property to have
one company constructirg the road, and
another operating it. I said, we will 1ake
this road out of your hands aud pay vou
for it,ani pass it over t the Canadian
Pacific Riilway and settle with them. These
facts were stated, and appro ¢d of by Mr,
Blake and every member of the House of
Commong, because every man could see that
the raad was taken, not in the interest of
any individual or company, but in the in.
terest of t''.¢ country iwself. What wus the
first 8t p? Isaid: Give we a statewnent of
the terms upon which you are willi.g %o
settle with me for the three hundred
thonsand that remains, They requied
that they should be paid fiftern per cent,
on fthat amount. I said why? ‘Lhey sail,
hecause of the money that we have expended
in the preparation t .+ perf rm 1hat wo k for
which we now .get nothing. We put in
steam shovels, and established works to put
us in a position in which we could m«ke
money; hitherto we have been losing monev,
now we have reached a point at which it is
possible to make a profit. I do not pret-nd
to judge of a question of that kind, 1 hand-
ed 1t to the Chief Engineer and told him
to make me a report. Tney required us-to
come in and take the rolling stuck off their
hands. Isaid, we will not d,it; yon mu t
sell that yuurso'f for what it is wor h; 1 will
only aeal with you in regard to the contract
that I have made. Mr. Schreiber eported
that they were entitled to the fifteen per
cent. on their work, but that it ought to
come off + f the Pacific Railway C mpany
into whose hands the werk was given,
said, rend for Mr. Van Horne who was con-

measurement®s, Mr, Schreiber said, *‘ I will
t.ke pains to ascertain whether the measure~

nected wit; the Canadian Pucific Railway
Company. I said to him, ‘‘there are the
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terms which my Chieflengineer says are fair contractor, T will consent to be driven with

terms, —that is. to ay fifteen per cent. on

the work that remains to be done.” Mr

Van Horn admitted that the a ravgeisent
was a fair and reasonable one, and that they

disgrace out of public lite. I koe this. that
from the hour 1 should accept a contribution
for party puiposes from a contractor, direculy
or indirectly, I should be his sluve instead

should do it, and the Canadian Pacific Rail | of his master, and from the hour when I
way Company purchased the rolling stock | entered upon the duties of these offices I
of their own motion. It was a thing with [ never had a transaction with a cortiactor,
which we had nothing to do. There is the | and never exchanged a word that | would

whole suutement; and out of that transac

tion, stated fairly in the presencs of | Mackenzie on the one side of

Mer. Bluke, and approved of by every mem

ber ot the House of Commons, these lying \ )
scandals have been concocted, because they | this paper and other portions of

-|not have been glad to have Mr,

me
- | and Mr. Bl=ke on the other,

When year afier year for long yeuars
heir

thought I had gone out of the country; that | press had tilled the country with lying slan -

I was beyond  theie reach and would not b
on the spot to give them their answer.

| ders in reference to the Canadin» Pacitio
Bailway, the Government appointed a

Then for the purpose of showing that | Royal Commission, and that R.yal Commis-
I was willing to rob the country in |sion sat and exawmined every person that they
the intvrests of TFraser & ('o,, they | had any reason to suppose had any connection
said I had forced Whitehead into partner< | with any contract, L appeared beiors that
ship with them and then taken the | Royal Comwmission and gave my sworn tesii-

wack into the hands of the government.

mony. Kvery contractor was put upm the

This is not only not true, but it happens to | stand and was ssked whether there was auy
be the reverse.of truth, Whitehead entered |interest on the part o.f the Governmeut, or
into & deed of c¢r-partnership with Fraser [ any member of it, in connection wrth the

and Grant. They brought d »wn the deed of | contract hat he had.

Every person they

co-partnership to me at Ot awa to ratiry. L] ceuld get hold of was called before the Coms

refused, and said you cannot go into partner

ghip at all, because we cannot recognise any

| wission, and instead of sustaining oue jou or
uvittle ot vhe lying slanders, there in that re-

person with Whitehead, since we have one | port ot the volumes of & idence taken b fore
hundred thousand dollars security for the | the Royal Comumission, v .a will find that af«
exeution of tha contract, and if we allow | ter examining anybo’y and eveiybody who
hin to take in a partner it will vitiate tt e | could be suppored to be coguizans of any
security. They therefore wade the contract | facts bearing upon the inquiry, so far from

without my knowledge, and [ refused to|there being one word of truth or

one

ratily it. But in the meantime they had' particle of toundation for those slanders it
advanced Whitehead twenty five thousand was the very reverse, So comwplete was the
dollars.  Mr, Lish was the Deputy Minister | refutation that no man in Parliamwent was
of Justice, Mr. Blake’s former partner, now | found to endorse one of their -landers, and
in Mr. Bluke's office, whom Mr. Blake will | is there auny stronger evidence than that

8av 1s not only an able lawy r, but as high-

leaders of the Liberal party shoutd allow

minded a wan aslives in Canada. luvery |these things to go unchallenged assuming

dollar was paid by Mr, Lash because I did

them to be true? Is there any wan who does

not have anything to do with it, since I | not know that if Mr. Blake or Mr. Mackeuzie

said t was a legal

question, | could establi b any of those charges 1t would

The proceeds of Mr. Whitehead's plant|bLe the greatest thing for thems lves that
were put in Mr. Lash’s hands, and he | coull possibly be done. It has never been

disposed  of the money
that IMiaser & Grant got they got from Mr,
Lash as Deputy Minister of Justice; anu it is
out of such waterial as that that this paper
ventures to manufacture that statement.

Every doliar | attempted on the flror of the House. [ have

againand again told those gentlemen that L was
ready for the m« st exhaustive examination by
a committeof themselves,on sworn testimouy,
bus to this hour there has never been a man

Now, what about the money forthe eleetions? | found within the walls of Parliament to

1t would nos be at all surpusing if Mr. Man-
ning, who is a wealthy man, contributed to
the « lections, I believe that it i+ the Outario
elections they allude to. Mr. Shie's, before he
went into ¢contracting at all, was a wholesale
grocer in toronto, one of the most active and
energetic members of the party to be found
in the Dominion. Mr. Macdosald was a
Conservative, and it would not be at all sur-
prising if they con ributed; but Isay his
op nly and above board, in the presencs of
this company, whence I suppose my words
will be carried on the wings of the press to
every corner of the D minion of Canada: I
am not aware ef their having contributed
a single dolar for party purposes., I
have been Minister of Public Works and
Minister of Raiways and Canals since
1878, and 1 say that from the hour
I entered office down 'to this hour, if
they willshow a sing'e 1netance in which I
ever personally - enefited myself, or ever
received one dollar for my party from any

endorse one of those slanders. And what is
i the consequence ? That the “Globs” news
paper to day, that should be a power in the
land, which as the organ of a great party,
sbould have immense power throughout this
conntry, as is powerless to deal with any real
act of wrong or injustics, as it is possibie for
a journal to be. Any man in this country
may do anything he chooses in the condu.t of
his political Dhfe, and they are powe:less
to bring hun to the bar of pubiic op nion,
because they have outraged that public
opinion 80 long by gross and raalignant
fal-eho)d, that no person pays the shightest
attention to anything they say. (Cheers)
When the examination upon the C. P.
R. Commission was going on the

*‘Globe” hinted that if the Com.
missioners would call upon this man or
summon that man before them, they would
be able tolearn something about the matter,
I cut the paragraph out and I asked the
Commis ion to call every man that had been
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named. They did so, and instead of being | thought of severing my connection witb my

able to sustain the charge, they themselves
adm tted that there was no ground for them.
Then the Secretary of the Commission wrote
to the “Globe,” requesting them, if they
could, to name some person who would
give evidence to substantiate he charges
that had besn mude. They said they did
not know anything about it, that thev had
heard these thin s mentioned, but had no
person il knowledge ef them. I hope, there-
fors, chat you will excuse me from dealing
any furcher with such matters, bun it was
impossible tor me to sit down withou dealirg
at sowe iength with a matter of suca
vital importance to the reputation and
character of the pub ic menof this countrv,

I may ~ay that I have endeavored through-
out the coarse of my publ ¢ life to give scme
evidence th it [ was not wildly ambitions or a
mercenary politician as the ‘“‘Globe” has
call d me. Let me allude to one or two
further 1nstances that do not exactly ber
out that characier When I declined to go

into the ¢ibinet Sir John, Sir Alexanderand |

their colleagues very kindly offered me the

osition of Chairman of the Intercolonial
Ftuiwu_v Oomuniission, which would have en-
abled we to occupy my seat in parliament
and wou'd havegiven me $4000 a year. ‘The
office was subsequently conferred upon Mr,
Walsh, 1 thanked them very much for their
kiuduvess but sind that until the confidence of
the people of Nova Scotia was restored [
would not accept any offi @ or position in the
country, and 1 never did. I did not take the

osiiion « f President of the Council and mem-
ger of the Cbinet unti a majority of the
members from the Province came tume and
asked meto do so as the greatest favor [ could
do themn and the greatest benefic I could con-
fer upon the province. My present position
I think does not near out the charge that I
bhave bren excessively mercenary. I have
not sp red myself or my health in tha exert-
ions of pubac life. In 1881 the strain of
course was very great in parliament when
the Pacific Railway measure was carried,
Mr. Blake a very able and powerful man
adopted during the recess of par iawent, the
policy of making a direct appeal to the people
and of course I was obliged to follow him. [
was obliged at a very inclement seas n to
address great audiences in London, in Tor-
onto and subsequently in Montreal. T be-
lieve the exertions tnat I was compelled to
make outside of parliament, as well as
inside, did a good deal to settle the

ublic mind in reference to that great and
important question, But I foun! myself at
the close of thesession in a very bad state of
health, I went to England to consult there
the most ewinent physici ns, who told me
that I must choose between having my lite
very greatly shortened and having to relax
my application to my parliamentary duties.
When therefore, Sir Alexander Galt wrote to
Sir John Muacdonald to say that he wished to
resign the high office he he d, that it was
not in  his power owing to private reasons

ersonal to himself, to remain, I said to Sir
gnhn that I thouzht, that 1f I was obliged to
leave parhament, I could find a field of
usefulness in the discharge of the duties of
thar otfice which would not involve the
necessity of my retiring altogether from
public life. I need not say that the very

constituencv that had for twenty-eight years
continuously elected me a representative, and
had stood by me through evil and good report,
both in and out of power, caused ine the
severest possible pang. (Cheers,) 1 deeply
regret that the illness of my wife has made it
impossible for me to visit my county to the
extent that I had contemplated. Sit John at
once sail to me, tat while be wouli part
vith me as a m mber of the Cabinet with
the greatest regret, of conr<e I knew that any
position in the service of the country was at
iy disposal, and that he would only be too
happy to meet my wishes. He dexired Sir
Alexander however, to retain office for a
longer period, but the longest period that we
could induce him to remain in that position
was down to t e first of this month,
It was then arrang d and expected
that I would leave parliamentary life for
a time at all events, and seek in
a change of air and absence from parliament-
ary duties a res.oration to health., I may
say that this matter like all state secrets,
leaked out, and the ¢ unrry became v.ry
much agitated., The very kind notices that
appeared in the Counservative press without
a s'gle exception from oneend of the country
to the other, and the strong feeling that
existed on the part of the members support-
ing t e government both in the Seaate and
in the House of Commons and especially
among the members from my own province
all operated very strongly upon my mind,
and having been enabed to ab-
sent myself from the House of Commons
through the kindness of Mr. Mckenzie, who
very obligingly paired off with e at the
commenc ment, as neither of ‘us was very
well, so tht we both went home while our
colleagues were fighting the battlesinto the
small hours beyond the twa’,—I found my
health very much better. With iy returnring
health SirJo nsaid they all regarded my
absence as so serious, they hoped I would
not. conclude to sever my connection with the
cabinet and parliament, bu would go to
London aud enjoy there the benefit of
changing air and be enabled to come back
and take my seat by bis side during the
next session of parliament. (Cheers.) I am
glad to say that there was not a zolleagne,
at the council board, that there was not a
member of the Houseof Coromons or 4 mem-
ber of the Senate from any of the provinces of
of this wide Dominion, supporting us, but
joined in that dgsire, and I believe I am safe
in saying that not only the gentlemen who
are doing me this great honor to-night, but
the great mass of the people of Nuova S:utia,
irrespective of party, joined in
the sentiment and desired that I should
be enabled to retain my position. 1
know that many of my stronzest political
oppments, gentlemen who would feel it their
duty if there was a general election to do all
they could to restore their party to power
have said in the most open and unqualified
way that while the Conservative party is in
power they wish to see me in the position I
occupy. 1tis a very proud position for me
to occupy to feel that I have been enabled by
a zealous course of doing all that was in my
power for the interests of mv country to
stand  to-diy .in - the confideice and I
beliéve in ‘the ‘affections of the people of this
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country tyn in any ‘)uvious period of my
life. If anything woul { discouraze the organs
of the Opposition in the dissemination of
their malignant inventions I should think
that the futility of their efforts would do
so. Had I beer. so very mercenary as this
orgau represen’a, I woqu hardly have pre~
ferred to doublk. my duties at $7000

instgad of taking my prede-
cessors  position at  $14,000. My
position as a member of Parliament
prevents me from touching one dollar

of the $10,000 of salary which the
Commissioner m London receives, as against
the $7000, which is the salary of a Cabinet
Minister. So that in electing to do double
work at the salary of $7000 when I might
have discharged the duties of only one office
and taken $14,000, I have hardly sustained
that extremely mercenary character that this
paper gives me credit for. (Cheers.) In
assuming the duties of my office I am afraid
that Sir Alex. Galt, whom I have too long
kept youfrom listening to to-night, has by the
manner in which he has discharged the duties
of his office made 1t a very difficult one for
any successor to occupy. I feel that I
shall be placed at a very great disadvantage
and I do not hesitate to say, 1n a l sincerity,
that when I kno= that I bave to meet the
same men whom his krilliant talents and
great reputation have impressed with the
1dea of the qualities of a H'gh Commissioner,
I feel the greatest diffidence i» entering upon
the dutice of such an office. I om going to
do, however, all that lies in my pove : in the
jinterest of my country, and I trus’ that my
health may be so far re-establisted asto
enableme to take my department again and
join my colleagues in the administration of

|
|
|

when I was out of office. Nor am I now a
very rich man. I would not. if
I went out of office to morrow, be able to
continue to live in the modest and economical
manner in which I have been accustomed to
live without going back to my proiession. I
stated the truth to the correspondent of the
“Mail.” But I do confess to being an am-«
bitious man. was never ambitious
of place or power; but I have an ambition.
My great ambition from the hour I ent red
public life to this day has been to do some-
thing that my children would be able to
oint to as showing the value of my having
ived before them, (Cheers.) My ambition
is a great ambition. [t has been an ambition
to do something great for my country, to see
something great accomplished for my
vountry. And my ambition has been
abundantly gratified. Had my efforts
been tenfold greater, had my loss of health
been tenfold greater I would have been
abundantly repaid in seeing the country of
which I am an humble citizen ris-
ing, not only gradually and steadily
but latterly with rapid strides to a
position of which eve.y patriotic Canadian
may be justly proud. say, sir, that the
only ambition I ever had was to achieve
something for my country, and to see it gra-
dually rising to a posiion: of which cvery
Canadian may be justly proud. I thank you
heartily for this banquet. I shall never for-
get the kind and generous manner in which T
have been received by this large, influential
and represcuiavive body, not only of the
citizens of Halifax, but of many gentlemen
from all sections of the Province.

The hon. gentleman closed amid deafening
applause, the whole assemblage rising and

public affairs. Let me say, in ’103in§_,f that | giving three cheers, which were repeated with
i

nothing in the long coursc of public life has
given me greater pleasure than to have such
evidences as I possess this evening of the
sympathy and suppcrt of my fellow-countrf-
men. Nothing could lead me to feel so strongly
that one might well give health,and lifeitself,
1 the interest- of his country, and feel that
he was amply repaid by the kind and gener-
ous s{mpathy of his suppor ers and of the
i)eopewhom he had endeavored to serve.
confess that I am an ambitious man.
do not confesss to being a mercenary man.
A certain amount of money is very necessary
to people’s comfort, as you know. I have not
felt disposed to speak to you about my
private affairs, but in strict confidence with
aperso al friend, I did make a statement
in Ottawa. I was rather astonished after
wards to find a couple of columns in the
““Mail” detailing all the converaation, but as
ithas leaked out there, I may again

refer to the matter. Driven
from pillar to post, unable to sus-
tain  their charges against me

by evidence, the organs of the opposition
have been accustomed to say that one thing
at all events is very certain, that is, that Dr.
Tupper entered public life a very poor man,
and that he is now a very rich man. Well,
sir, my answer is that both statements are
false. I never was a more independent man
in my life than on the day I accepted the of-
fice of Provincial Secretary. The best
air of horses that I ever owned
then sold, and I have mnever
been akle to provide a pair since, except

great enthusiasm.

The Chairman then with a few introdue-
tory remarks, proposed the toast of the
Dominirn, coupling it with the name of
Sir A. 1. Galt, late High Commissioner of
the Dominion to London. Sir A. T. Galt
on rising to respond was received with
cheers.

He said, that at this late hour it would
be perfectly impossible to attempt to do
justice to the toast of the Dominion of
Canada. There was no place in the whole
Dominion where he would rather respond
than in the city ot Halifax, which was
associated in his mind with the early steps
to which Sir Charles Tupper had alluded
for the formatioa of a federal union. The
eloquent speech which had just been de-
livered, was as it were, an epitome of the
progress of Confederation itself. It did
not require the eloquent; defence which Sir
Charles had made of his public
career to establish his reputation for
zeal, ability and integrity in the discharge
of his public duties. Not only as to Sir
Charles, but as to the public men of this
country generally, on either side of politics.
he was prepared to deny that a well-
authenticates case of corruption had ever
been made out against any one’ of them,
and he thought that the purity of our
political life was one of the best guarantees
of the permanence and prosperity of the
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Dominion, Addressing himself to the re- It was a matter of great imporm‘ncc that
lations ' between Canada and the mother | Canada should be represented in England
country, he explained that in the matter of | now by a man of the calibre of Sir Charles.
commercial treaties, a subject which ‘had | At this moment Canada was better known
been agitated somewhat of late in the [In England than ever before. She was
parliament of Canada, the freedom of the | better appreciated by the public men of
Dominior, of Canada was practically ab- “ England and better noticed by the press,
solutc. This subject had been brought up | and there was a large movement in ffvor
in the legislature of the Dominion by Mr. | of emigration to thiscountry. Its securities
Blake and it had been alleged that we | stood higher than ever before. Indeed,
were in an inferior position as regarded our | they stood third in the whole list. The
power to negotiate with foreign countries. | United Kingdom stood first, the United
The Governor-Goneral in one of his ‘part-- States second and Canada third. Under
ing addresses had stated in very distinct | such circumstances it was desirable that the
terms that Canada did possess these | interests of the country should be in the
powers, and he wished to take this oppor- | hands of an able man like our friend Sir
tunity, woich was the first ()pportuuity;Ch'dl']"f‘ TUPI"E}'- They all felt, Ult_J.V km?w
gince he had returned to corroborate | from his past history, that where difficulties

R

that statement of His Excellency. As a
matter of  legality a treaty had
made
of any two countries.

between the sovereign executives |
The Queen of |

| occurred he had always been able and ready
4o bl to meet them, He was not afraid to face

responsibilities and the position of commis-
sioner was occasionally one of vast reponsi-
bilities, and it was highly necessary to have

England, the Emperor of Germany or the | & judicious and able wan representiug the

President of France must be parties to' interests of this

treaties.
of form. The question of absolute interest
was whether the right was accorded to us
to decide the points upon which we were
willing to agree with a foreign country.
And he was prerared to say that ih that
respect every possible concession had been
made by Her Majesty’s Government. No
difficulty had ever been raised by them
with regard to the terms upon which Ca
nada desired to enter into any negotiations
with France or ony other country. They
did not pretend to exercise any control
over the terms upon which the government
of Canada had instructed him to negotiate
He felt that it was entirely too late to
reter at any length to matters on the
other side of the water, and he must con-
fess that the eloquent speech of Sir
Charles Tupper had driven out of his mind
what he had intended to say, but he felt
that they should congratulate themselves
on the fact that Sir Charles Tupper, after
having . for twenty-eight years occupied a
position of the greatest public usefulness
and service to the country, had hcen able
to undertake the duties of representing
this country abroad. He deeply regretted,
as all present must equally regret,
that one of the reasons assigned for
taking this step was failing health, and he
was sure they would all unite in a prayer
that the effect of the change upon his
health would be its speedy and complete
restoration, (Iear, hear). He was quite
sure that the hope Sir Charles had held out
that with renewed health he would resume
his political duties in this country would be
an immense gratification to his political
and personal’ friends. . At the same time

having a knowledge of the work there was
" to.do on.the other side he must confess that
he ,thought . it would be a very se-
rious loss to the interests of Canada

it - he , should  carry out that intention,

county. Therefore al-

Jut’' this was a mere question’) though they would al} unite most cordially

and heartily in the hope that Sir Charles’
health should be restored, he hoped that
the intention he had expressed of returning

at an early date to the Dominion
would mot be carried out. But
whether he should return’ or rem in
he was entitled to the gratitude of

the people of this province and of the whole
Dominion for the great services that he had
rendered to the country. He had "been
assailed with slanders from time to  tive
which he hardly thought it was necessary
for him to refute as they were not bélieved
by the country. In conclusion he would
express a wish for Sir Charles speedy
restoration to health, a most successful
termina ion to his labor on the other side,
and if it should be his determination to return,
no one would welcome him more heartily
and cordially on returning to this country
than himself. (Cheers.)

Sir Charles Tupper then proposed the'
health of the Chairman, and in doing so
spoke in the mos highly c¢omplimentary
terms of the political ability, the soundness’
of judgment and the undeviating integrity
that had given him a strong hold upon the
good opinion of the country. He alluded 1‘,-ar-
ticularly to the services that the Chairman had
rendered in connection with the projec,
to extend railway connection to the Town
o} Dartmouth, for which he announced
that a contract between the town and the
government had just recently been signed
for the construction of that work,

Mr. Stairs expressed his hearty thanks
for the hearty manner in which the toast
had been proposed and received. Nothing
that. he could say just now would interest
the assembly further than to remark that
he had always taken and would - continue to
take the deepest public interest in the
questions that could be discussed in this
caty snd courty of Halifax or Province
of Nova Scotia. He had done what he
could to forward the construction of the
railway into Dartmouth, and aided by the
help of Sir Charles Tupper, and by the sugs’
gestions made to which he had alluded, by

T
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