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Text of 1dr . Riddell's Statement

The admission of Israel to the United Nations will, if
it is decided upon, mark an important stage in the solution of a problem
which has occupied a great deal of the time and attention of this
organization . It will, hoWever, be a stage and not a final act . Important

questions concerning the relations of Israel with its neighbours are still
under discussion . The United Nations has by no means concluded its
responsibilities in regard to them. I should like, therefore, in stating
the willingness of the Canadian delegation to support the application of
Israel for rsembership in the United Nations, to indicate our attitude
toWards these continuing problems .

When the Palestine question was brought to the agenda o f

the United Nations almost exactly two years ago, no plan which .,c,oimanded any

considerable measure.of 'support had been offered for its solution. In
taking the problem on its agenda the Assembly was faced with the necessity
of reducing the xidely varied ideas which were in the iainds of individual

members into a concrete proposal . It was clear that the solution put

forward by the Genera.l Assembly had to embody and combine in balance a

number of diverse characteristics . It had to give proper consideration

to the contending claims of the parties concerned ; it had to command

acceptance by the majority of the General Assembly required to give it
-validity ; it had to take account of the political realties of the situation

in the Eastern Mediterre.neanj it had to be capable of implementation ;
there had also to-be a reasonable chance that its general principle s could
withstand and survive any opposition xhich might emerge ; and it had to give
a solution which in the end might be expected to meet with acceptanee by

the people of this area .

Gene rally speakirig, I think the approach to this problem
in the Assembly has been characterized by a desire to bring about a
reasonable coabination of these qualities . Certainly this has been the
object of the Canadian delegation in its participation in the :alestine

discussions .

The : result of these discussions were eabodied in the
resolution of the ®ssembly of 29 2iovember 1947, which contains a set of
recommendatioz>,s for the future of .Palestine . The Assembly reconmended
that the tvro eommunities in Palestine should be separated politically,
that they should nevertheless be encôuraged to maintain and develop in
matters of com.~non interest as close an association as possible through



admix~istrative and other measures, and that the United Nations should
assist them in carr,l+ing out this programme . It is perhaps unfortunate
that the original Palestine résolution was elaborated in such great
detail because .the .need for adjustments of one kind and another early
becane apparent . The basic principles of the plan, howeveza, remain
intact, through the process of adjusting them to the circumstances and
giving them effect is by no neans complete .

It is of course most unfortunate and regrettable that violence
attended the political separation of the two coxrmiunities . The United
Nations has hovrever, never been in a position to move into the Palestine
area for the purpose of suppressing this violence by the process envisaged
imder Article 43 of the Charter . It has never, therefore, been under the
temgtation to attemPt of itself to enforce on the people•of Palestine
a solution to ._thsir political problems . Perhaps it has been fortunate for
the future of the United Nations that this has been so, for, as a eonsequence
primary responsibility for the working out of the details of the settlement
has remained with the peoples themselves who reside in that area . The
United Nations, however, has made its influence felt in other ways . Though
it has not been able to suppress vio~ nce, the Council has never wavered
from the principle that political solutions must be scught and found without
resort to force . In face of the violence whieh did occur, the Security
Council and the General Assembly showed themselves capab~ of working out
and applying technique to assist people of this area in putting an' end to
the fighting and .they have established procedures for conserving the
conditions of peace vrhen they had been restored . Finally the United Nations
has shcwrri in a remarkable degree that it can r.rake available the loyal and
efficient services of the members of its staff, and of private individuals
whose services it vras able to command, for the purpose of carrying out the
responsibilities with which it has been charged . lflhen the resolution cf
1947 was adopted, the General Assembly set the Security Council its task
and as requirements and opportimities for service developed, individuaïs
came forward in ansvrer to the callo They went willingly and with a sense of
high purpose to carry out the duties to which they were assigned . They have
done far more than merely contribute to the development of events in Palestine,
for they have demonstrated to the world heer effectively the United Naticns
organization, even though it has at its disposal not one soldier and no t
one gLm, nevertheless can aet to carry out its purposes and principles .
They have shossn that in the face of opposition and difficulty the organization
can hold persistently and patiently to its purpose which in the end it can
achieve .

ti~e greatly regret that in Palestine some of those serving the
United Nations have been called upon to give their lives . TTe have already
recognized in a meeting of the General Assemb~y the great services oi' Count
Bernadotte and of other members of the various United Nations bodies in
Palestine who gave their lives in this undertaking and we have paid our
deep tribute to their sacrifices . Tre have read with care the recent state-
nents of the Israeli Governnent concerning its investigaticn into the assassi• •
nation of Count Bernadotte, and we noted in particular the assurances of tho
Israeli delegate that the case is not closed . YIe trust that action may ye t
be taken to apprehend and punish the murderers . In this way very necessary
assurance rorill be Riven that crimes against the personnel of this organization
Rill not be overlooked . At the same tinse, a deterrent to a rèpetit ion o £
these crimes vrill be created so that in future we may be confident that the
agents of the United Nations will receive the respect ~h ich is their due .

The second main objective stated in the 1947 resolution remains yet
to be accomplished. I refer to the recormendation that, togeti•.er with
political separation, there should go the greatest degree of economie and
administrative co-operation possible amongst people of the area . The dètails
of the plan of economie union as it rras embodied in the 1947 resolution ,
did not, unfortunately, correspond to the realities of the situation as
they have developed . The objective for which economic u .^ii ..n was suggested,
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houPever, remains . The welfare of the pe ople of Palestine, the peace and

stabilityi of -the area, the ability of its people to eontribute • to the
well-being of mankind, depend upon the éxtent to which effect is given to
this principle . Once the political future of the people in the Arab
areas has been determined, it will be necessary, therefore, to work out
plans for economic and social co-opération not only in Palestine but in
the whole àrea~. As In the case of political settlementa responsibility
must rest primarily vrith people in the area themselvesa I am confident
that the United Nations can give assistance in this regard fully as
valuable as the assistance which it has al ready given in relation to the
political settlemsnt . VJhatever role the United Nations plays, however,
its efforts will not take the place of the close collaboration of the
governmants of the eastera Llediterranean states, upcn which the nain
responsibility must rest . The United Nations can suppLnent their efforts

it cannot-providé ;a substitute for themo

The very important second part of the settlement in Palestine
cannot, hoerever, be aecomplished, or even effectively started, until the
political arrangements contemplated in the first part have been carried
beyond their present stage . For this reason, I conclude by referring to
the work of -the Assembly's Conciliation Commission arhich is flow meeting
in Switzerland, and through Which we hope to pass frcaa the stage of an
armistice to a final•military and political settlement . It seems to the
Canadian Delegation that we should avoid debating here the subjects vrhich
are under negotiation in that Commission . The outcome of these negotiations

is of the greatest; importance and vre must be very careful not to disturb

their course . The Assembly has indicated the general principle upon xhic h

it expects these remaining questions to be settled . Through the Conciliation
Commission, Re have an effective ~ethod by which these questions -- final
boundary adjustments, Arab refugees and the future of Jerusalem -- can al l

be negotiated, and the Assembly may therefore have confidence that the
intention in this regard expressed in the Assembly's resolution will be
carried out .

PTe have listened with deep interest to the statements rade by
the Israeli representative in regard to eaeh of these points and we welcome
the co-operation and constructive suggestions which he has rade . The
undertakings which he has given concerning the protection of Holy Places
contain the assurance that his Government will help work out the detail s
of these arrangements writh the object of satisfying the essential interests
of the great religious communities of the rrorld .

The arrangements which must be rade concerning the Arab refugees

are also of great importance . The Israeli Government has pledged itsel f

to full co-operation, the Israeli authorities will recognize that the issue
involved is not only the settlement of the iim :iediate consequences of the
confliet, but the establishment of a basis of f riendly collaboration for the
future between all the peoples of the area .

The Canadian Delegation éxpects, therefore, that the parties now
engaged in the negotiations in Svritzerland will so act that solutions wi 11
be reached within the meaning and spirit of the resolutions of the Assembly
and the Security Council and of the aims and purpose of the United Nations .

In applying for r.iembership, the Govermment of Israel has affirmed it s

willingness and its âbility to ful£il its obligations under the Charter,
and this Delegation Trill support its application in the belief that it w ill
carry out this stated intention as a loyal member of the United Nations .

Text of Ur. Ignatieff's statement

Tho position of the Canadian Delegation on Israel's application

for membership in the United Nations has been fullystated, both in the
Security Council and in the Ad Hoo Political Coruaittee and I the refore do
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not need to repeat it here . The General Assembly is about to take a
decisiôn on this application, the result of vrhich, I hope, wi 11 be
that Israel will be .adaitted to membership in this organization . The
Canadian Délegation, which had the honour to be associated vrith the
sponsorship of a joint draft resolution recommending a favourable de-
cision on Israel's application will zselcome the admission of Israel
into the United Nations . FTe trust that Israel will recognize the -great
responsibilities and obligations which all members of this organization
assume under the Charter -- to live in peace with other nations and to
contribute in every vray to the peaceful settlement of international
disputes.

The admission of Israel to membership in the United Nations
rrill mark a significant stage in the political growth of thi.s new state .
Yte are confident that Israel vrill represent those traditions of freedom
and demccratic progress through which the purposes and principles of
this organizatiôn can best be advanced . The Canadian Delegation looks
forward to the contributions which Israel can make to the aims of the
United Nations .
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